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1 OVERVIEW 

The purpose of this NextGen deliverable is to begin to compile information about differences in 

terminology from the states.  Unfortunately, the level of detail provided by states participating in the 

project was somewhat less than expected, so data for defining business process categories and business 

process groups is not as extensive as was desired.  In subsequent phases of the project, it is hoped that 

this information can be filled in.  Information about case type and subtype designations is much better. 

Data was provided for the following states.  Additional information that is based on the experience of 

the project team also is included. 

 Pennsylvania 

 Nebraska 

 Oklahoma 

 Illinois 

 Louisiana 

 New Hampshire 

 Michigan 

Please note that minor differences in terminology, where the meaning is clear, will not be addressed in 

this glossary.  Only situations where the terms are so different that it is difficult to make a translation 

will be addressed. 

Finally, spreadsheets that provide key information were completed or partially prepared for five states.  

They are included here in Section III. 

2 GLOSSARY ENTRIES 

There are some general terms that have different meanings in different states.  The first is Docket.  In 

some states, the term Docket refers to a case history or register of actions that usually is in the case file 

and the case management system.  It is a summary history of everything that has happened in the case.  

Docket also is used in some places to refer to the court calendar or schedule. 

An order of the court that documents what occurred in a hearing is known in various places as a 

summary of proceedings, a minute entry, or a minute order. 

The term Survival Action, as used in Louisiana, equates to a wrongful death in other states. 

In the landlord/tenant area, an eviction is referred to as an ejectment in Pennsylvania and Oklahoma, 

and as a forcible entry and detainer action in Illinois and other states. 

A quiet title action passes the deed to a property from one person to another without a lengthy title 

search.  This term is used in many states, including Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, and Oklahoma.  In 

Utah and Arizona, the same action is referred to as a quick claim. 

Mental health actions that result in an involuntary civil commitment have various names in different 

states.  Some examples are: involuntary admission in New Hampshire, judicial hospitalization in 

Tennessee, and judicial admission in Michigan. 
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Several related terms are used in domestic actions, and may be called alimony, separate maintenance, 

or spousal support. 

In Louisiana, a paternity action is referred to as filiation, and it may establish parentage of either a male 

or female. 

Also in Louisiana, a guardianship of a minor is called a tutorship. 

In Louisiana, a conservatorship is called concursus. 
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3 STATE SPREADSHEETS 

3.1 PENNSYLVANIA 
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3.2 NEBRASKA 
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3.3 OKLAHOMA 
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3.4 ILLINOIS 
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3.5 LOUISIANA 
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