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I M P O R T A N T  

W e  have provided a n  e v a l u a t i o n  s h e e t  a t  t h e  end 
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This  S t a t e  Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s  Annual 
Report ,  1978  i s  the  f o u r t h  i n  a s e r i e s  of documents 
c o n t a i n i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l  case load  d a t a  compiled from 
t h e  annual  r e p o r t s  of each s t a t e  c o u r t  system and 
from o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a .  It i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of the  
coopera t ive  e f f o r t  of t h e  Nat iona l  Center  f o r  S t a t e  
Courts  and t h e  Conference of S t a t e  Court Adminis- 
t r a t o r s  (COSCA) t o  develop w i t h i n  the  Nat iona l  
Center  a n a t i o n a l  da tabase  of s t a t e  c o u r t  case load  
s t a t i s t i c s .  

The Nat iona l  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  (NCSP) 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  expand t h e  scope of i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  and 
c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  s h i f t i n g  i t s  focus from d a t a  c o l l e c -  
t i o n  and p u b l i c a t i o n  t o  the  a n a l y s i s  of t h e s e  d a t a  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  c o u r t s  community. This  
y e a r l y  Annual Report, however, w i l l  cont inue  t o  be 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p r o j e c t  p u b l i c a t i o n .  From y e a r  t o  
year  the  da ta  contained i n  i t  demonstrate  t h e  
gradual  i.mprovement and i n c r e a s i n g  q u a l i t y  of 
c o u r t  d a t a .  

The Conference of S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tors  
(COSCA) cont inues  t o  g ive  i t s  suppor t  t o  the  
Nat iona l  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  w i t h i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Center  f o r  S t a t e  
Courts  (NCSC) t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of g a t h e r i n g ,  analyz-  
i n g ,  and d isseminat ing  s t a t i s t i c a l  in format ion  on 
each s t a t e  c o u r t  system i n  the  n a t i o n .  The pro- 
j e c t  has  been made a coopera t ive  e f f o r t  between 
COSCA and t h e  NCSC by g i v i n g  p o l i c y  c o n t r o l  and 
d i r e c t i o n  over t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  a committee of s t a t e  
c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  s e l e c t e d  from COSCA. 

This  f o u r t h  e d i t i o n  of t h e  Annual Report in-  
c ludes  some improvements and a d d i t i o n s  over d a t a  
and t a b l e s  conta ined  i n  t h e  previous e d i t i o n s  of 
t h e  r e p o r t .  In making t h e s e  improvements, w e  con- 
t i n u e  t o  be guided by the  u s e r s  of t h i s  informa- 
t i o n .  Many q u e s t i o n s  have been asked of s t a f f  
concerning t h e  product ion  of opinions i n  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s .  In response t o  t h e s e  i n q u i r i e s ,  a t a b l e  
o u t l i n i n g  t h e  number of op in ions  w r i t t e n  i n  appel- 
l a t e  c o u r t s ,  i d e n t i f i e d  by case  t y p e ,  i s  i-ncluded 
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  summary t a b l e s  i n  
P a r t  I. Modif ica t ions  have a l s o  been made t o  t h e  
way i n  which t h e  t r i a l  d a t a  from g e n e r a l  and l i m -  
i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  a r e  presented .  It i s  our  
b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n s  and m o d i f i c a t i o n s  w i l l  

The Nat iona l  Center  has  been a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  
product ion  of t h e  Annual Report by s t a t e  and l o c a l -  
l e v e l  c o u r t  personnel  from a c r o s s  t h e  count ry  who 
provide t h e  r a w  d a t a  f o r  i t .  The l e a d e r s h i p  of  
COSCA and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  COSCA-CSIS Committee, 
c h a i r e d  s u c c e s s i v e l y  by Bert Montague, Larry 
Polansky, and now by Walter  Kane, have been re- 
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  provid ing  guidance t o  p r o j e c t  s t a f f ,  
he lp ing  t o  f i n d  ways t o  p r e s e n t  t h e s e  d a t a  i n  a 
way t h a t  i s  both-comprehensive and comprehensible. 

Edward B. McConnell 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r  
Nat iona l  Center  f o r  S t a t e  Cour ts  

h e l p  t h e  u s e r s  of t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  f i n d  t h e  informa- 
t i o n  they need i n  a form t h a t  i s  u s e f u l  t o  them. 

A s  always, w e  must c a u t i o n  t h e  r e a d e r  of t h i s  
r e p o r t  t o  pay c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a l l  the  i n d i c a -  
t i o n s  of t h e  completeness  and comparabi l i ty  of  
d a t a ,  and t o  read  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  
where t h e  methdology used t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  r e p o r t  
and t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  on i t s  use a r e  set  o u t .  An 
i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  t h r e e  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  e d i -  
t i o n s  of t h e  r e p o r t  should demonstrate  t o  t h e  
r e a d e r  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  of c o u r t -  
r e l a t e d  d a t a  cont inue  t o  improve. 

Walter?. Kane, Chairman 
COSCA-NCSP Committee 
Conference of S t a t e  Court 

Adminis t r a t  o r  s 
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Highlights 
Product ion  of t h e  Annual Report s e r i e s  i s  an 

evolu t ionary  process  w i t h  t h e  long-term goal  of 
improvement of t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  series being fore-  
most f o r  t h e  Nat iona l  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t .  
This  process  i s  d iscussed  on pages 8 and 9, and t h e  
dynamics f o r  improvement and i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of 
p r o j e c t  documents are d iscussed  on page 9. 

Data a v a i l a b i l i t y  has  improved g r e a t l y  from t h e  
f i r s t  h a l f  of t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  when t h e  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  
compi la t ion  of case load  d a t a  was at tempted.  This  
improvement i n  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  h a s  
cont inued with s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more d a t a  being re- 
por ted  f o r  1977 and 1978 t h a n  f o r  1975 o r  1976. 
Some g r o s s  volume d a t a  a r e  d isp layed  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  
f o r  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  f o r  most of t h e  t r i a l  
c o u r t s  of genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and f o r  many of t h e  
t r i a l  c o u r t s  of l i m i t e d  o r  s p e c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
However, t h e  v a l i d i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  of much of  
t h e  d a t a  repor ted  has  not been a s c e r t a i n e d .  

S u b s t a n t i a l  e f f o r t  by t h e  Nat iona l  Court Sta- 
t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  (NCSP) s t a f f  and t h e  Conference of 
S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tors  NCSP Committee w a s  re- 
qui red  t o  develop a methodology f o r  d i s p l a y i n g  na- 
t ionwide s t a t e  c o u r t  case load  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  annual  
r e p o r t ,  publ ished i n  1979 t o  cover  t h e  1975 c o u r t  
year .  During pre l iminary  a t tempts  t o  aggrega te  
a v a i l a b l e  s t a t i s t i c s  i n t o  s p e c i f i c  groupings,  it 
became obvious t h a t  any r e a l i s t i c  compi la t ion  must 
have a s t r u c t u r e  der ived  from, not  superimposed 
upon, t h e  d a t a  repor ted  by t h e  states. The second 
annual  r e p o r t ,  publ ished i n  1980, r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  
o r i e n t a t i o n  and emphasis, wi th  augmentations made 
t o  improve t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  d a t a  and t o  ac- 
commodate t h e  a d d i t i o n  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
d a t a ,  I n  t h e  t h i r d  e d i t i o n  of t h e  Annual Report 
s e r i e s ,  t h e  summary t a b l e s  were e x t e n s i v e l y  re- 
v i s e d  t o  r e f l e c t  recommendations made by members 
of t h e  Methodological Review Panel .  The summary 
s t a t i s t i c s  as presented  i n  t h i s  f o u r t h  annual re- 
por t  r e f l e c t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i n  s t a t e  c o u r t  
s t a t i s t i c s  and a r e  presented  i n  a format designed 
t o  increase  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s .  

For t h e  r e a d e r  of t h i s  document, cau t ionary  
notes  n e c e s s a r i l y  abound. Because of many s t a t e -  
t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  k inds  of d a t a  repor ted ,  
t h e  summary t a b l e s  i n  t h i s  annual r e p o r t  do not  
permit  e x t e n s i v e ,  v a l i d ,  d i r e c t  comparisons of 
caseload among s t a t e s  wi thout  c a r e f u l  examination 
oE a l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  involved i n  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  
d a t a  a r e  comparable. V a r i a t i o n s  i n  d a t a  a v a i l a -  
b i l i t y ,  c o u r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n ,  d e f i n i t i o n s  of case  types  and u n i t s  of 
count ,  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d s ,  and t h e  degrees  of com- 
p l e t e n e s s  and accuracy of d a t a  a l l  combine t o  make 
c r o s s - j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  comparisons extremely complex. 
These v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  d iscussed  i n  genera l  terms i n  
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  on pages 3 through 
6 .  The l i m i t a t i o n s  on a n a l y s i s  s e c t i o n  (pages 7 
and 8) provides  an i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  kinds of anal-  
y s i s  t h a t  can and cannot be made wi th  t h e  d a t a  i n  
t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Comparisons among t h e  1978 d a t a  contained i n  
t h i s  r e p o r t  and t h e  1975, 1976, and 1977 d a t a  con- 
ta ined  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  r e p o r t s  i n  t h i s  series 
should be made only a f t e r  c a r e f u l  examination of 
t h e  f a c t o r s  mentioned above t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e s e  
f a c t o r s  have not  changed f o r  t h e  c o u r t s  of 
i n t e r e s t  + 

The r e p o r t  i s  d iv ided  i n t o  two p a r t s ,  each with 
i t s  own purpose. The summary s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b l e s  
i n  P a r t  I were c o n s t r u c t e d  from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

c o u r t  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l l  t h e  s t a t e s  found i n  P a r t  11. 
Depending on t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  t h e  u s e r ,  he can pro- 
ceed from t h e  g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  o r  v i c e  
versa .  Users of t h e  r e p o r t  may l o c a t e  a summary 
t a b l e  of i n t e r e s t  i n  P a r t  I ,  f o r  example, one con- 
t a i n i n g  case load  inventory  d a t a  f o r  domestic r e l a -  
t i o n s  cases .  An examinat ion of  t h e  d a t a  conta ined  
i n  t h e  t a b l e  may s t i m u l a t e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  an- 
swered i n  p a r t  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  c o u r t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  c h a r t s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u r t  p r o f i l e s  
conta ined  i n  P a r t  11. Another approach i s  t o  f i r s t  
examine a c o u r t  p r o f i l e  i n  P a r t  I1 of t h e  document, 
and then  t u r n  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  summary t a b l e s  i n  
P a r t  I t o  compare case load  volume of o t h e r  c o u r t s  
w i t h  s i m i l a r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  t h a t  of t h e  c o u r t  of 
i n t e r e s t .  

This  two-part s t r u c t u r e  f o r  t h e  document re- 
qui red  i t s  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  proceed i n  s tages .  F i r s t  
an overview c o u r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c h a r t  and an indi-  
v i d u a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  w a s  prepared f o r  each 
s t a t e ’ s  a p p e l l a t e  and t r i a l  c o u r t s .  The r e s u l t i n g  
documentation makes up P a r t  I1 of t h i s  r e p o r t .  Data 
were then compiled i n t o  nat ionwide inventory  s t a -  
t i s t i c s  (beginning pending, f i l e d ,  d i sposed ,  and 
end pending). The inventory  s t a t i s t i c s  were sepa- 
r a t e d  where p o s s i b l e  i n t o  broad c a s e  ca tegory  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  chosen t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  kinds of 
d a t a  being repor ted  by t h e  s t a t e s .  

S e v e r a l  g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  can  be made about 
t h e  1978 s t a t e  c o u r t  case load  d a t a .  F i r s t ,  i n  ad- 
d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  num- 
b e r  of c a s e s  f i l e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t s  h a s  a l s o  increased  
from 1977 t o  1978. The case load  estimates i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  number of c a s e s  f i l e d  p e r  judge has  in-  
c reased .  Most t r i a l  c o u r t s  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  i n c r e a s e s  
i n  t h e  number of f i l i n g s  from 1977 t o  1978. Sec- 
ond, t h e  c o u r t s  have managed t o  handle  t h i s  in -  
c r e a s e  i n  f i l i n g s  f a i r l y  w e l l  w i t h  most c o u r t s  
d i s p o s i n g  between 90 and 100 p e r c e n t  of t h e  number 
of  cases f i l e d .  A few c o u r t s  disposed more c a s e s  
than w e r e  f i l e d .  The d i s p o s i t i o n  r a t e s  of less 
than 100 p e r c e n t ,  however, mean t h a t  most c o u r t s  
are adding t o  t h e i r  pending case load .  For c o u r t s  
r e p o r t i n g  pending c a s e l o a d ,  most had i n c r e a s e s  of 
l e s s  t h a n  20 percent .  F i n a l l y ,  f o r  c o u r t s  repor t -  
ing pending and f i l e d  d a t a ,  t h e  number of cases  
pending a t  t h e  end of t h e  year  a s  a p e r c e n t  of t h e  
number of c a s e s  f i l e d  was less than  60 percent  f o r  
most c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  less than  90 percent  
f o r  most i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and f o r  
c i v i l  casef low i n  most t r i a l  c o u r t s ,  l e s s  than 50 
percent  f o r  c r i m i n a l  casef low i n  most t r i a l  c o u r t s ,  
and less than 50 percent  f o r  j u v e n i l e  casef low i n  
most t r i a l  c o u r t s .  

The composition of t h e  case load  of t h e  c o u r t s  
i s  a l s o  of i n t e r e s t .  I n  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  t h e  
d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  approximately 55 per- 
c e n t  of t h e  appea ls  f i l e d  i n  1978 were c i v i l  ap- 
p e a l s .  For t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t s  i n  1978 t h e  caseload 
e s t i m a t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  of  t h e  85.7 m i l l i o n  c a s e s  
f i l e d ,  approximate ly .13  m i l l i o n  were c i v i l  c a s e s ,  
13.7 m i l l i o n  were c r i m i n a l  c a s e s ,  57.5 m i l l i o n  were 
t r a f f i c  c a s e s ,  and 1.5 m i l l i o n  were j u v e n i l e  cases .  

The c o u r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c h a r t s  and s t a t i s t i c a l  
p r o f i l e s  i n  P a r t  I1 a r e  h e l p f u l  r e f e r e n c e s  because 
they  i n d i c a t e  not  on ly  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s u b j e c t  
m a t t e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  c o u r t s  i n  each s t a t e ,  
but  a l s o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d s ,  
u n i t s  of count ,  and v a r i a t i o n s  i n  c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  
and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  They show a t  a g lance  how 
much d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  comparison purposes. 
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Introduction 
Nat iona l  Cour t .  S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  

The Annual Report series of s ta te  c o u r t  case-  
load s t a t i s t i c s  i s  t h e  product  of the  c o n t i n u i n g  
c o o p e r a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  Conference of 
S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tors  (COSCA) and t h e  Nat iona l  
Center  f o r  S t a t e  Courts  (NCSC). F i n a n c i a l  manage- 
ment, p r o j e c t  management, and p r o j e c t  s t a f f i n g  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  a r e  assumed by t h e  Nat iona l  Court 
S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  (NCSP) of t h e  NCSC. COSCA, 
through i t s  Court S t a t i s t i c s  and Information Sys- 
t e m s  Committee, provides  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  review, 
guidance,  and c o n t r o l  over a l l  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The twin g o a l s  of t h e  Nat iona l  Court S t a t i s t i c s  
P r o j e c t  a r e  t o  c o l l e c t ,  compile ,  ana lyze ,  and d i s - L  
seminate  s t a t e  c o u r t  case load  s t a t i s t i c s  and t o  
h e l p  s t a t e s  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  of the  d a t a  they 
r e p o r t  by a s s i s t i n g  them i n  r e s o l v i n g  t h e i r  sta- 
t i s t i c a l  problems. The Annual Report s e r i e s  re- 
sponds d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  f i r s t  goa l  by compil ing a l l  
a v a i l a b l e  s t a t e  c o u r t  case load  d a t a  from t h e  50 
s t a t e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, Guam, and Puer to  
Rico. 

Methodology employed 

These NCSP g o a l s  r e q u i r e  t h e  c a r e f u l  choosing 
of an annual  r e p o r t  s e r i e s  methodology f o r  assem- 
b l i n g  t h e  case load  d a t a  t h a t  are a v a i l a b l e  from 
each of t h e  states. 

Data s o u r c e s  

The sources  of d a t a  f o r  t h e  t a b l e s  presented  
i n  t h i s  series a r e  publ ished annual  r e p o r t s  pro- 
vided by t h e  s ta tes  and unpubl ished s t a t i s t i c a l  
m a t e r i a l  reques ted  of and suppl ied  by s ta te  c o u r t  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  c l e r k s .  (Ap- 
pendix A of t h i s  r e p o r t  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  sources  of 
d a t a  from each s t a t e . )  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a review of a l l  publ ished and 
unpubl ished d a t a  rece ived  from the  s ta tes ,  a s tudy  
was made of a l l  a v a i l a b l e  r e p o r t i n g  forms and in- 
s t r u c t i o n s  used by t h e  s ta tes  t o  c o l l e c t  caseload 
s t a t i s t i c s  from t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u r t s .  Addi- 
t i o n a l  r e l e v a n t  in format ion  was secured from ap- 
p r o p r i a t e  personnel  i n  each s t a t e .  A s  t h e  p r o j e c t  
p rogressed ,  te lephone  c o n t a c t  and follow-up cor-  
respondence were used t o  c o l l e c t  miss ing  d a t a ,  
confirm t h e  accuracy of a v a i l a b l e  d a t a ,  and d e t e r -  
mine t h e  l e g a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of each  c o u r t .  

Each a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  com- 
p l e t e d  a check-off s h e e t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  types  of 
c a s e s  handled by each cour t .  Beyond t h i s ,  in fo-  
mat ion was c o l l e c t e d  concerning t h e  number of 
judges per c o u r t  o r  c o u r t  system (from annual  re- 
p o r t s ,  o f f i c e s  of s ta te  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and 
a p p e l l a t e  c l e r k s ) ;  t h e  s ta te  popula t ion  (based on 

Bureau of t h e  Census 1978 r e v i s e d  e s t i m a t e s )  o t h e r  
1978 demographic d a t a  ( t a k e n  from t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  
A b s t r a c t  of t h e  United S t a t e s :  19802);  and 
s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  regard ing  s u b j e c t  matter 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and c o u r t  s t r u c t u r e .  When e x p l a n a t i o n  
of a c o u r t ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  was not  d i r e c t l y  obta in-  
a b l e ,  avaklab le  informat ion  was used from t h e  S t a t e  
Court Organiza t ion ,  19803. 

Scope of t h e  r e p o r t  

The f i r s t  annual  r e p o r t  (1975) presented  
a v a i l a b l e  case load  d a t a  f o r  s ta te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
and t r i a l  c o u r t s  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and f o r  
s e l e c t e d  c a t e g o r i e s  ( j u v e n i l e ,  domestic r e l a t i o n s ,  
p roba te ,  and mental  h e a l t h )  i n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t s .  The second annual  r e p o r t  (1976) a g a i n  
presented  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  f o r  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and 
c o u r t s  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and a l s o  included 
a l l  a v a i l a b l e  case load  d a t a  f o r  a l l  l i m i t e d  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  A s  d a t a  from each c o u r t  l e v e l  be- 
come more complete, f u t u r e  aggrega t ion  of t r i a l  
c o u r t  case loads  should become more meaningful .  

The 1976 r e p o r t  was expanded t o  i n c l u d e  Puer to  
Rico. The a d d i t i o n  of Puer to  Rico t o  t h e  series 
was made p o s s i b l e  through t r a n s l a t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e  
provided by t h e  Puer to  Rico O f f i c e  of Court Admin- 
i s t r a t i o n .  Data from Guam were added f o r  t h e  1977 
c o u r t  year .  The scope of f u t u r e  r e p o r t s  w i l l  be 
broadened t o  i n c l u d e  American Samoa and t h e  V i r g i n  
I s l a n d s  when t h e s e  d a t a  become a v a i l a b l e .  

This r e p o r t  r e f l e c t s  c o u r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  as it e x i s t e d  i n  1978, b u t  t h e  r e a d e r  
should keep i n  mind t h a t  c o u r t  systems a r e  n o t  
s t a t i c  e n t i t i e s .  For example, s i n c e  1977, Missour i  
has  u n i f i e d  i t s  t r i a l  c o u r t s ,  and Alaska, Hawaii, 
and Iowa have a l l  added i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s .  Other s t a t e s  have. made changes i n  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l  c o u r t s .  I n  1978, Texas 
u n i t e d  i t s  Domestic R e l a t i o n s  Court and J u v e n i l e  
Court i n t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court system, and t h e  dol-  
l a r  amount l i m i t s  of c i v i l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  have 
changed i n  many c o u r t s .  Because c o u r t  o rganiza-  
t i o n a l  o r  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  change 
over t i m e ,  c a u t i o n  should be e x e r c i s e d  i n  
a t tempt ing  t o  compare t h e  d a t a  i n  t h i s  1978 r e p o r t  
wi th  e a r l i e r  d a t a  or wi th  more c u r r e n t  d a t a .  

Case c a t e g o r y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  

NCSP c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  used f o r  t h i s  1978 r e p o r t  
appear a s  p r i n c i p a l  headings i n  t h e  summary t a b l e s  
i n  P a r t  I ,  and i n  each c o u r t ' s  p r o f i l e  i n  P a r t  
11. Terminology used w i t h i n  each s t a t e  i s  d i s -  

I R e p e t i t i o n  of "50 s ta tes ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 2U.S. Bureau of t h e  Census, S t a t i s t i c a l  Ab- 
Columbia, Guam, and Puer to  Rico" becomes very cum- s t r a c t  of t h e  United S t a t e s :  1980 (Washington, D. 
bersome. Throughout t h e  rest of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  C.: U.S. Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1980). 
"states" and "cour t  systems" w i l l  be used even when 3Bureau of J u s t i c e  S t a t i s t i c s ,  Department of 
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  u n i t s  be ing  d i s c u s s e d  inc lude  t h e  J u s t i c e ,  S t a t e  Court Organiza t ion ,  1980 (Washing- 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico. ton ,  D.C . :  U.S. Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1982). 



played on each c o u r t ' s  p r o f i l e  a s  subheadings 
under t h e  boldface  NCSP main headings.  The NCSP 
main headings a r e  c a t e g o r i e s  used uniformly f o r  
a l l  the  s t a t e s .  For example, a s ta te ' s  "appl ica-  
t i o n  f o r  leave  t o  appeal"  was c l a s s i f i e d  under t h e  
NCSP ca tegory  of reques t  t o  appeal  i n  a l l  t a b l e s .  
Explanat ions used i n  source  documents t o  c l a r i f y  a 
s t a t e ' s  d a t a  a r e  inc luded ,  a s  a r e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  t o  
c l a r i f y  p r o j e c t  s t a f f ' s  arrangement of those  d a t a .  
These appear ,  where a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a s  footnotes  i n  
each c o u r t ' s  p r o f i l e  and as footnotes  t o  t h e  sum- 
mary t a b l e s .  

Format used 

P r o f i l e s  ( P a r t  11). A f t e r  c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  were 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  c l a s s i f y  a v a i l a b l e  1978 case  d a t a ,  
a p r o f i l e  of t h e  c o u r t s  i n  each s t a t e  was con- 
s t r u c t e d .  Each s ta te  p r o f i l e  f o r  1978 c o n t a i n s  the  
fo 1 lowing : 

--A c h a r t  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the  
c o u r t  system w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and 
route  of appeal  f o r  each c o u r t ,  t h e  number of 
judges ,  and informat ion  on k inds  of t r i a l s .  

--A set  of t a b l e s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  c a s e - r e l a t e d  
d a t a  rece ived  from each s t a t e  c o u r t  o r  c o u r t  
system. 

Summary Tables  ( P a r t  I) .  Data from each s t a t e  
p r o f i l e  were t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  summary t a b l e s  de- 
s igned t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  kinds of  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  t h a t  
could  be aggregated.  The summary t a b l e s  a r e  d i -  
vided i n t o  two major s e c t i o n s  ( a p p e l l a t e  and t r i a l )  
t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  two major l e v e l s  of c o u r t .  

Appel la te  c o u r t s  inc lude  both c o u r t s  of l a s t  
r e s o r t  ( t h e  f i n a l  c o u r t  o r  c o u r t s  of appeal  w i t h i n  
a p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e )  and i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  ( t h e  c o u r t  o r  c o u r t s  i n  which the  primary 
work i s  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of i n i t i a l  appeals  rece ived  
from t r i a l  c o u r t s  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i v e  agencies ,  and i n  which some d e c i s i o n s  
a r e  subjec t  t o  appeal  o r  review by a c o u r t  of l a s t  
r e s o r t ) .  For purposes  of  d i s p l a y i n g  d a t a ,  t h e  
c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  have been d iv ided  i n t o  two 
groups: those i n  s t a t e s  with i n t e r m e d i a t e  appel- 
l a t e  c o u r t s  and those  i n  s t a t e s  without  intermedi-  
a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  With few except ions ,  t h i s  
d i v i s i o n  a l s o  convenient ly  s e p a r a t e s  c o u r t s  of l a s t  
r e s o r t  according t o  whether they have almost com- 
p l e t e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Courts  of l a s t  
r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  wi thout  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  g e n e r a l l y  have l i t t l e  o r  no d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  a l though t h e r e  a r e  except ions ,  such 
as Virg in ia  and West V i r g i n i a .  

For purposes of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  a t r i a l  c o u r t  i s  
considered t o  be a c o u r t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
i f  i t  meets one of the  fol lowing c r i t e r i a :  

--The i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e  c o n s i d e r s  i t  a genera l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t .  

--Felony c a s e s  a r e  t r i e d  and felony sen tences  
g iven  f o r  all types  of fe lony  c a s e s .  

--The judges of t h e  c o u r t  a r e  genera l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  c o u r t  judges s i t t i n g  on temporary ass ign-  
ment. A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
l i m i t e d  o r  s p e c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  

Footnotes .  Standard footnote  headings a r e  used 
i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  and w i l l  cont inue  t o  be used i n  t h e  
annual  r e p o r t  s e r i e s .  Footnotes  t h a t  c o n t a i n  in-  
formation on t h e  completeness  and q u a l i t y  of t h e  
d a t a  a r e  inc luded  on t h e  summary t a b l e s .  I f  more 
informat ion  i s  needed, the  u s e r  should c o n s u l t  the  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o u r t  p r o f i l e s  where a l l  f o o t n o t e s  a r e  
given.  

V e r i f i c a t i o n  of d a t a  

With t h e  coopera t ion  of t h e  Conference of S t a t e  
Court Adminis t ra tors ,  a l l  d a t a  were submit ted a f t e r  
NCSP c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  review and v e r i f i c a t i o n  t o  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  o f f i c e .  
An a d d i t i o n a l  check was provided through t h e  co- 
o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  Nat iona l  Conference of Appel la te  
Court Clerks  (NCACC), which i n v i t e d  NCSP s t a f f  t o  
submit a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  d a t a  f o r  review and v e r i f i -  
c a t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c l e r k  of t h e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t  i n  each s t a t e .  This  process  a l s o  included 
followup hy NCSP s t a f f  through te lephone o r  l e t t e r  
c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  s t a t e  personnel .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  
format ,  c o n t e n t ,  and l i m i t a t i o n s  of d a t a  t a b l e s  
have been reviewed and approved by t h e  COSCA CSIS 
Committee, which guides  t h e  Nat iona l  Court S t a t i s -  
t i c s  P r o j e c t .  

L i m i t a t i o n s  on use of d a t a  d isp layed  

The f o u r  major uses  of c o u r t  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a ,  
a s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  NCSP p u b l i c a t i o n ,  S t a t e  Court 
Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  The S t a t e  of t h e  A r t @ ,  a r e :  
(1) o p e r a t i o n a l  ( a i d i n g  i n  t h e  execut ion  of r o u t i n e  
day-to-day a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l ) :  ( 2 )  
management (decision-making a t  t h e  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  
l e v e l  concerned wi th  improvement of t h e  c o u r t  
p rocess  and system-wide e f f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  use  of 
c o u r t  r e s o u r c e s ) ;  ( 3 )  i n t e r n a l  p lanning  and re -  
search  (goa l  s e t t i n g  and p o l i c y  p lanning  t o  e s t a b -  
l i s h  long-term programs and i d e n t i f y  evolving 
problems) ; and ( 4 )  i n d i r e c t  c o u r t  u s e s  ( d e c i s i o n -  
making by those  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o u r t s  concerned with 
pol icy  making o r  r e s e a r c h  about  c o u r t  o p e r a t i o n s ) .  
The v a r i o u s  uses  of c o u r t  s t a t i s t i c s  r e q u i r e  d i f -  
f e r e n t  l e v e l s  of d e t a i l  and a n a l y s i s ,  bu t  t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of d e t a i l e d  s t a t i s t i c s  i s  dependent 
upon t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t i n g  system used a t  t h e  
s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  l e v e l .  This  annual  r e p o r t  has  re -  
s t r i c t e d  i t s  scope t o  t h e  l e v e l  of d e t a i l  c u r r e n t l y  
a v a i l a b l e  from s t a t e - l e v e l  r e p o r t i n g  systems. 

Opera t iona l  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  made a t  t h e  l o c a l  
l e v e l  and r e q u i r e  d e t a i l e d  informat ion  on a case-  
by-case b a s i s .  These d e c i s i o n s  must be made d a i l y  
and cannot  be based upon year-end summary s t a t i s -  
t i c s  such a s  t h o s e  conta ined  i n  t h i s  1978 r e p o r t .  

Management d e c i s i o n s  can  be made a t  e i t h e r  t h e  
s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  l e v e l  and r e q u i r e  aggrega t ion  of 
d e t a i l e d  informat ion  used f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  dec i -  
s ions .  Caseflow management d a t a  such a s  t h a t  
needed t o  determine t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
of t h e  record f o r  appea l  o r  t o  g e n e r a t e  except ion  
r e p o r t s  a r e  ga thered  by some s t a t e  r e p o r t i n g  sys- 
t e m s ,  bu t  t h i s  kind of in format ion  i s  a l s o  c a s e  
s p e c i f i c  and too  d e t a i l e d  t o  be compiled and used 
f o r  nat ionwide comparisons. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  s t a t e -  
l e v e l  summary s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  u s e f u l  f o r  management 
purposes  i n  a r e a s  such a s  comparisons of t i m e  
l a p s e s  i n  c a s e  process ing  t o  e s t a b l i s h  norms o r  
g u i d e s ;  ana lyses  t o  determine assignments  of judges 
needed t o  r e l i e v e  backlog;  ana lyses  t o  determine 

4 U .  S. ' Law Enforcement Ass is tance  Adminis t ra t ion ,  
S t a t e  Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  The S t a t e  of t h e  
A r t  (Washington, D.  C.:  U.S. Government P r i n t i n g  - 
O f f i c e ,  1978). 
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t h e  need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  judges,  support  personnel ,  
o r  f a c i l i t i e s ;  and a n a l y s e s  t o  determine i f  an i n -  
te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  should be  c rea ted .  

In response t o  t h e  recognized need f o r  c e r t a i n  
management d a t a  n a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  1978 Annual Report 
has concent ra ted  on uniformly c l a s s i f y i n g  caseload 
d a t a  and on compiling a v a i l a b l e  c a s e  process ing  
t i m e  da ta .  Caseload and c a s e  process ing  a r e  major 
components of c o u r t  workload, which t h e  NCSP has 
def ined  t o  mean a l l  c o u r t - r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s  t h a t  
consume time and e f f o r t  (hence, pure ly  adminis t ra -  
t i v e  and m i n i s t e r i a l  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  included 
a s  workload). Measurement of c o u r t  workload per  
se i s  not  d i r e c t l y  addressed i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  but  
case load  inventory  d a t a  and d a t a  regard ing  t h e  
number of t r i a l s  do provide p a r t i a l  i n d i c a t i o n s  of 
t h e  e x t e n t  of j u d i c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  The d a t a  pre- 
sen ted  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  r e f l e c t  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of man- 
agement d a t a  now a v a i l a b l e  from each s t a t e ' s  re- 
p o r t i n g  system i n  publ i shed  and unpubl ished re-  
p o r t s .  

I n t e r n a l  planning and research ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
planning and r e s e a r c h  by t h o s e  o u t s i d e  the  c o u r t  
system, r e q u i r e  a much wider  range of d a t a  and 
a n a l y s i s  than  o p e r a t i o n a l  and management d e c i s i o n s .  
The informat ion  necessary  f o r  t h e s e  purposes o f t e n  
i n c l u d e s  not only a n  aggrega t ion  of d a t a  on case-  
load  and casef low,  but  a l s o  s p e c i f i c  d a t a  regard-  
i n g  s t a t u s  of c a s e s ,  as w e l l  a s  in format ion  on 
c o u r t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  j u d i c i a l  budgets ,  a c t i o n s  p r i o r  
t o  f i l i n g  a c a s e ,  and a c t i o n s  a f t e r  d i s p o s i t i o n  of 
a case .  Of i n t e r e s t  t o  some i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  and 
o u t s i d e  the  c o u r t  system a r e  s t u d i e s  on a wide 
range of s u b j e c t s ,  such a s  the  e f f e c t  and c o s t  of 
l i t i g a t i o n ,  b a i l  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and uni formi ty  in-  
c luding  recognizance/ lO% b a i l  programs, the  v a l i d -  
i t y  of c a s e  weight ing techniques ,  sen tence  d i s p a r -  
i t y  p a t t e r n s ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  of p l e a  n e g o t i a t i o n  on 
c a s e l o a d s ,  and t h e  impact of l e g i s l a t i o n .  To an- 
swer t h e s e  ques t ions  i s ,  however, beyond t h e  capa- 
b i l i t i e s  of most s t a t e  o r  even l o c a l  c o u r t  i n f o r -  
mation systems. Basic informat ion  on case load  and 
casef low i s  adequate  f o r  many o t h e r  planning and 
r e s e a r c h  i s s u e s  where t h e  l e v e l  of needed d e t a i l  
i s  not as high. These l a t t e r  k inds  of i s s u e s  in- 
c l u d e ,  f o r  example, c a s e  f i l i n g  and d i s p o s i t i o n .  
t r e n d  a n a l y s i s ,  case load  composition a n a l y s i s ,  
a n a l y s i s  of r e v e r s a l  r a t e s ,  t ime l a p s e  a n a l y s i s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  norms and guides ,  and f o r e c a s t i n g  of 
case load  volumes t o  determine resource  and f a c i l i -  
t i e s  needs. 

Because few s t a t e s  r e p o r t  d a t a  s u i t a b l e  f o r  
a l l  k inds  of planning and research  purposes ,  and 
because most s ta tes  r e p o r t  on ly  c e r t a i n  types  of 
d a t a ,  t h e  NCSP i n i t i a l l y  chose t o  inc lude  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  s e r i e s  on ly  t h o s e  k inds  of d a t a  t h a t  
e i t h e r  were a l r e a d y  f a i r l y  widely a v a i l a b l e  o r  
could be made a v a i l a b l e  wi thout  r e q u i r i n g  undue 
e f f o r t .  Enough s t a t e s  repor ted  t r e n d  d a t a ,  case-  
load by ca tegory ,  number of r e v e r s a l s ,  and t i m e -  
t o - d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  t o  warran t  i n c l u s i o n  of t h e s e  
t o p i c s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  and some pre l iminary  ana l -  
y s e s  can be made. For those  s t a t e s  not  supplying 
b a s i c  d a t a ,  gaps and " n o t / a v a i l a b l e "  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  
p r o f i l e s  and blank spaces  i n  t h e  summary c h a r t s  
draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  missing d a t a .  A s  t h e s e  gaps 
a r e  f i l l e d  i n  coming y e a r s ,  t h e  annual  r e p o r t  
s e r i e s  can be expanded t o  i n c l u d e  broader  and more 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  compi la t ions  and ana lyses .  

Many c u r r e n t  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  c o u r t  d a t a ,  a s  in -  
d i c a t e d  by f o o t n o t e s ,  must be cons idered  b e f o r e  t h e  
summary t a b l e s  can be used t o  make comparisons 

among c o u r t s  o r  s t a t e s .  V a r i a t i o n s  t h a t  l i m i t  t h e  
comparabi l i ty  of t h e  1978 d a t a  inc lude :  c o u r t  o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n ,  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  c a s e  def-  
i n i t i o n ,  completeness ,  accuracy ,  and r e p o r t i n g  
per iods .  These v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  broad 
terms below. 

V a r i a t i o n s  i n  c o u r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

I n  any comparison of c o u r t  s t a t i s t i c s  among 
s ta tes ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c o u r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  must be 
cons idered .  For example, i t  should be kept  i n  mind 
t h a t  dur ing  1978: 

--Two s t a t e s  (Oklahoma and Texas) had two 
c o u r t s  of l as t  r e s o r t ,  (Guam has no c o u r t  of l as t  
r e s o r t - - i t s  appea ls  go i n t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  sys tem) ,  
whi le  t h e  remaining s t a t e s  had only one c o u r t  of  
l a s t  r e s o r t .  

--Twenty-seven s t a t e s  had i n t e r m e d i a t e  appel -  
l a t e  c o u r t s ;  f o u r  of t h e s e  (Alabama, New York, 
Pennsylvania ,  Tennessee) had two i n t e r m e d i a t e  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  

--The number of a p p e l l a t e  judges p e r  s t a t e  
(cons ider ing  only fu l l - t ime judges and not  commis- 
s i o n e r s  o r  temporary judges)  v a r i e d  from 0 t o  69. 

--The number of d i f f e r e n t  kinds of t r i a l  c o u r t s  
i n  a s t a t e  ranged from 1 ( i n  s t a t e s  w i t h  a u n i f i e d  
c o u r t  system) t o  15 .  Four s t a t e s  ( Idaho ,  I l l i n o i s ,  
Iowa, South Dakota) ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and 
Guam have no l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t r i a l  c o u r t s .  

V a r i a t i o n s  i n  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

The s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of bo th  appel-  
l a t e  and t r i a l  c o u r t s  a l s o  v a r i e s  widely among t h e  
s t a t e s .  For example, some s ta tes  have a d u a l  ap- 
p e l l a t e  route--one f o r  c i v i l  c a s e s  and one f o r  
c r i m i n a l  cases .  The d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  
a c o u r t  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
presence o r  absence of an in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t .  Courts  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  wi th  in-  
te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  g e n e r a l l y  have wide 
d i s c r e t i o n  i n  de te rmining  t h e  m a t t e r s  they w i l l  
hear .  Most a p p e a l s  must g e n e r a l l y  be heard a s  a 
m a t t e r  of r i g h t  by i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
and by c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  wi thout  in -  
te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  ( V i r g i n i a  and West 
V i r g i n i a  a r e  e x c e p t i o n s ) .  Caseload comparisons 
both between and among s t a t e s  t h a t  do n o t  t a k e  
v a r i a t i o n s  i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n t o  account w i l l  no t  
be v a l i d .  

The same kind of wide v a r i a t i o n  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  
k inds  of c a s e s  over  which t r i a l  c o u r t s  have j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n .  For  example, g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  
i n  s t a t e s  wi th  u n i f i e d  t r i a l  c o u r t s  handle  a l l  
c a s e s  from f e l o n i e s  t o  parking v i o l a t i o n s  and from 
t h e  l a r g e s t  c i v i l  a c t i o n s  t o  smal l  c la ims .  Another 
s t a t e ' s  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  may have a 
c r i m i n a l  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  handles  only felony m a t t e r s  
( a f t e r  pre l iminary  h e a r i n g  i n  a l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t )  and a c i v i l  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  handles  no 
c i v i l  c a s e s  involv ing  less than $10,000. S imi la r -  
l y ,  some l i m i t e d  and s p e c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  
may handle  only smal l  c la ims  c a s e s  whi le  o t h e r s  may 
t r y  c i v i l  c a s e s  f o r  amounts up t o  $300,000. I n  
c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s ,  some l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  
accept  only g u i l t y  p l e a s  f o r  t r a f f i c  and ord inance  
v i o l a t i o n  c a s e s  w h i l e  o t h e r s  may t r y  s e r i o u s  m i s -  
demeanor c a s e s  o r  fe lony  c a s e s  c a r r y i n g  a maximum 
sentence  of 5 y e a r s .  In summary, when comparing 
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t r i a l  c o u r t  s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  both w i t h i n  and among s t a t e s  must be 
examined. 

V a r i a t i o n s  i n  d e f i n i t i o n s  

Problems r e l a t i n g  t o  d e f i n i t i o n s  of c o u r t s '  
s t a t i s t i c a l  terms abound i n  both a p p e l l a t e  and 
t r i a l  c o u r t s .  Published source  documents general-  
l y  provide few, i f  any, d e f i n i t i o n s  t o  ass i s t  i n  
comparing s t a t i s t i c s  among s ta tes .  Much of t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  information used i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h i s  
r e p o r t  came from a n c i l l a r y  sources .  

Case d e f i n i t i o n s  are o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  es tab-  
l i s h  f o r  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  For example, some 
s t a t e s  do not d i s t i n g u i s h  an appea l  from motions 
or  o t h e r  procedura l  m a t t e r s  t h a t  consume minimal 
time. Some s ta tes  r e p o r t  t o t a l  cases  processed 
without  any i n d i c a t i o n  as  t o  what types of pro- 
ceedings c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  t o t a l .  Other s t a t e s  in-  
c l u d e  i n  t h e i r  case load  only appea ls  t h a t  were de- 
c ided  on t h e  mer i t s .  Some a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  inc lude  
a l l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings whi le  o t h e r s  r e p o r t  no 
o r i g i n a l  proceedings;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e i r  t o t a l  c a s e  
f i g u r e s  are not  comparable. In a d d i t i o n ,  c l a s s i -  
f i c a t i o n  of t h e  same kind of proceeding v a r i e s  from 
s t a t e  t o  s t a t e .  For example, habeas corpus may be 
l i s t e d  a s  a s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r y ,  or may be  c l a s s i f i e d  
under any of t h r e e  ca tegor ies - -appea ls ,  o r i g i n a l  
proceedings,  o r  motions. 

To minimize such c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  problems i n  
computing n a t i o n a l  case load  s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  
has  def ined  an " a p p e l l a t e  case" t o  inc lude  any ap- 
p e a l ,  o r i g i n a l  proceeding,  r e q u e s t  t o  appea l ,  o r  
sen tence  review only c a s e ,  and has  placed each 
s ta te ' s  s e p a r a b l e  c a s e  d a t a  w i t h i n  t h e s e  c l a s s i f i -  
c a t i o n s .  The use of t h i s  broad d e f i n i t i o n  of 
"case" does not  completely s o l v e  t h e  problem of 
comparabi l i ty .  Comparison of j u d i c i a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  
among a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  c o u r t s  
d e f i n e  cases i n  a similar manner. 

T r i a l  c o u r t s  show s i m i l a r  problems wi th  c a s e  
d e f i n i t i o n s .  F i g u r e s  A and B d i s p l a y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
v a r i a t i o n  i n  c i v i l  c a s e  d e f i n i t i o n s  and c r i m i n a l  
c a s e  u n i t s  of count ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  These f i g u r e s  
show t h a t  t h e  problem of c a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  i n  t r i a l  
c o u r t s  is more a c u t e  on t h e  c r i m i n a l  s i d e .  Forty-  
s i x  s t a t e s ,  Puer to  Rico, and Guam, count c i v i l  
cases  i n  a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  when t h e  p e t i t i o n  or  

complaint  i s  f i l e d .  I n  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s ,  however, 
t h e  two major u n i t s  of count  a r e  a lmost  evenly 
d iv ided .  Paper documents f i l e d  are t h e  count  u n i t  
f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  i n  22 s t a t e s  and Guam, whi le  t h e  
number of defendants  is  t h e  count  u n i t  f o r  a l l  
c o u r t s  i n  16 s t a t e s  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. 

Tr ia l  c o u r t  c a s e  ca tegory  d e f i n i t i o n s  a l s o  vary  
from s t a t e  t o  s t a t e .  Domestic r e l a t i o n s  may i n -  
c l u d e  a l l  fami ly  m a t t e r s  in some s t a t e s  whi le  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  r e p o r t  o n l y  d i v o r c e  c a s e s  as domest ic  r e l a -  
t i o n s .  Also ,  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s  vary i n  t h e  types  of 
c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  c l a s s i f i e d  as f e l o n i e s  or  misdemean- 
ors .  C e r t a i n  drug  o f f e n s e s  may be s e r i o u s  f e l o n i e s  
i n  one s t a t e ,  bu t  on ly  misdemeanors i n  another  
s t a t e .  Because such problems e x i s t  f o r  t h e s e  and 
a l l  o t h e r  c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e  c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  used 
i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  seem most appropri-  
a t e ,  g iven  t h e  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e .  

V a r i a t i o n s  i n  completeness and accuracy of d a t a  

Incomplete d a t a  and q u e s t i o n a b l e  accuracy of 
r e p o r t e d  d a t a  have been a major concern t o  t h e  
s t a f f  of t h i s  p r o j e c t .  A s  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  
summary t a b l e s  show, t h e  amount and type of d a t a  
a v a i l a b l e  (publ i shed  and unpubl ished)  had no common 
denominator, and very l i t t l e  consensus e x i s t s  among 
s t a t e s  as t o  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  
should be r e p o r t e d .  Very few s t a t e s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
r e p o r t  t h e  volume of  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  d a t a  by c a s e  
ca tegory  and by f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and pending 
cases .  

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t s  were more c o n s i s t e n t  
i n  r e p o r t i n g  1978 d a t a .  During t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  
process ,  a l l  s t a t e s  w e r e  reques ted  t o  provide  case-  
load breakdowns f o r  c i v i l ,  c r i m i n a l ,  t r a f f i c ,  and 
j u v e n i l e  c a s e s  i n  t h e i r  t r i a l  c o u r t s .  A l l  s t a t e s  
were a b l e  t o  provide some t r i a l  c o u r t  d a t a .  Forty-  
n ine  s t a t e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, Guam, and 
Puer to  Rico provided a t  l e a s t  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  
breakdowns f o r  t o t a l  c a s e s  processed i n  g e n e r a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  f o r  1978. Only f o u r  s t a t e s  and 
Guam r e p o r t e d  no l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  d a t a .  Data 
were r e p o r t e d  f o r  1 2 1  of t h e  175 l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s .  

In order  t o  produce t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  contained 
i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  of e f f o r t  was expended 
by t h e  Nat iona l  Court  S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  s t a f f  i n  
c o l l e c t i n g  missing d a t a ,  whether from publ ished or  

FIGURE A: Civil case definition, lor state courts not using the filing of a petition or complaint 
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FIGURE B: Criminal case unit of count, used by trial courts, by state 
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a n c i l l a r y  s o u r c e s ,  i n  d e f i n i n g  terminology,  and i n  
i d e n t i f y i n g  c a t e g o r i e s  i n  which c a s e s  should be 
placed.  I n  o t h e r  words, d a t a  conta ined  i n  t h i s  
r e p o r t  cannot be r e p l i c a t e d  s o l e l y  from a v a i l a b l e  
publ ished m a t e r i a l .  Even a f t e r  t h i s  e x t e n s i v e  
da ta -ga ther ing  e f f o r t ,  l a r g e  gaps remain i n  the  
d a t a  c o l l e c t e d .  

Extensive e f f o r t  was requi red  t o  v a l i d a t e  NCSP 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  d a t a  provided by t h e  s t a t e s  and 
t o  avoid f u r t h e r  d i s t o r t i o n  of any d a t a  rece ived .  
The Nat iona l  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  s t a f f  made 
no at tempt  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  under ly ing  v a l i d i t y  o r  
accuracy of t h e  d a t a  rece ived  from t h e  s t a t e s .  
For example, t h e  publ ished cumulat ive c a s e  s t a t i s -  
t i c s  f o r  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  o r  f o r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  f r e -  
quent ly  d id  not  ba lance  with repor ted  t o t a l s  with-  
i n  each ca tegory .  Such d i s c r e p a n c i e s  were seldom 
footnoted o r  expla ined  i n  publ ished s t a t e  re-  
p o r t s .  These d i s c r e p a n c i e s  a r e ,  however, foo t -  
noted i n  t h e  c o u r t  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  i n  P a r t  I1 
of  t h i s  repor t .  

Var ia t ions  i n  r e p o r t i n g  per iods  

As i n d i c a t e d  on p r o f i l e  headings and i n  F igure  
C ,  most s t a t e s  r e p o r t  d a t a  by c a l e n d a r  y e a r ;  many 
r e p o r t  by f i s c a l  y e a r ,  however, and a few r e p o r t  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  d a t a  by c o u r t  term. Therefore ,  
t h e  time spans covered i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  a r e  not  a l -  
ways d i r e c t l y  comparable. 

Although d a t e s  inc luded  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  cover  
r e p o r t i n g  per iods  of approximately uniform length ,  
t h e  s t a r t i n g  and ending d a t e s  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
per iods  vary both w i t h i n  and among s t a t e s .  Dif- 
fe rences  i n  r e p o r t i n g  per iods  have l i t t l e  e f f e c t  
on cumulative d a t a  e lements  such a s  f i l i n g  and 
d i s p o s i t i o n s  s i n c e  no matter when t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
per iod  began and ended, t h e  d a t a  cover  one comp- 
l e t e  year .  Pending d a t a  a r e  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d ,  
though, s i n c e  they r e p r e s e n t  a "snapshot" i n  time 
and can vary g r e a t l y  depending on when t h a t  snap- 
shot  was taken.  F igure  C d i s p l a y s  the  a c t u a l  re-  
p o r t i n g  per iods  f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  not us ing  the  c a l -  
endar year  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  per iod.  

Limi ta t ions  on a n a l y s i s  

The many v a r i a t i o n s  o u t l i n e d  above make i t  i m -  
p e r a t i v e  t h a t  in format ion  f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  be care-  
f u l l y  examined b e f o r e  comparisons a r e  made. 

Some types  of a n a l y s i s  a r e  not  j u s t i f i e d ,  g iven  
the problems o f  comparabi l i ty .  These i n c l u d e ,  but  
a r e  not l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e  fo l lowing:  

--Comparison of d i s p o s i t i o n  r a t e s .  J u r i s d i c -  
t i o n s  may have vary ing  r u l e s  o r  procedures  f o r  
purging c a s e s  t h a t  have been dormant. 

--Comparison of volume d a t a  a c r o s s  a l l  s t a t e s  
( c o u r t s ) .  Even a t  t h e  NCSP ca tegory  l e v e l ,  d i f -  
fe rences  e x i s t  i n  c a s e s  inc luded ,  e.g., c o u r t s  may 
o r  may not  i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  handled probate  
m a t t e r s  w i t h  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  j u d i c i a l l y  handled. 

--Comparison of case load  p e r  judge a c r o s s  a l l  
s t a t e s  ( c o u r t s ) .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  d e f i n i t i o n s  
and s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  mean t h a t  caseload 
per  judge i s  not a "clean" measure of p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

--Comparison of  volume of j u v e n i l e  c a s e s  a c r o s s  
a l l  s t a t e s  ( c o u r t s ) .  The s t a t u t o r y  age when a j u -  
v e n i l e  becomes a n  a d u l t  v a r i e s .  This  v a r i a t i o n  
a f f e c t s  t h e  volume of bo th  j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g s  and 
a d u l t  c r i m i n a l  f i l i n g s .  

--Comparison of case loads  i n  which d a t a  a r e  
missing. A l l  f o o t n o t e s  on t h e  d a t a  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  
and should be observed,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  d e s c r i b i n g  
incomplete  d a t a  o r  c a s e  d e f i n i t i o n s .  

--Comparison of volume of pending c a s e s  o r  pro- 
p o r t i o n  of pending c a s e s  t o  f i l e d  c a s e s  a c r o s s  a l l  
s t a t e s  ( c o u r t s ) .  The point  of f i l i n g  may d i f f e r  
g r e a t l y  ( n o t i c e  of  appeal  o r  submission i n  appel-  
l a t e  c o u r t s ;  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  o r  n o t e  of i s s u e  f o r  
c i v i l  c a s e s )  and t h i s  may a f f e c t  t h e  s i z e  of the  
pending case load .  Di f fe rences  i n  t h e  s t a r t i n g  and 
ending p o i n t s  of t h e  c o u r t  y e a r  may a l s o  a f f e c t  
t h i s  measure. 

--Comparison of volume of smal l  c la ims  c a s e s  
a c r o s s  a l l  s t a t e s  ( c o u r t s ) .  The l i m i t s  on t h e  
amounts involved i n  small  c la ims  c a s e s  v a r i e s  from 
s t a t e  t o  s t a t e ,  and i n  some s t a t e s  from c o u r t  t o  
cour t .  

Nor should n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  be used inappropr i -  
a t e l y .  Data have been aggregated i n  o r d e r  t o  make 
rough e s t i m a t e s  of o v e r a l l  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  f o r  t h i s  
r e p o r t ,  bu t  t h i s  has  been done wi thout  regard t o  
d e f i n i t i o n s  of c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  and u n i t s  of count. 
Nat iona l  aggrega t ions  r e a l l y  have l i t t l e  meaning 
a t  t h i s  time. The n a t i o n a l  e s t i m a t e s  conta ined  i n  
t h i s  r e p o r t  should be viewed only a s  g r o s s ,  " b a l l -  
park" e s t i m a t e s ,  and not  as r e p r e s e n t i n g  the  exac t  
volume of c a s e s  i n  s t a t e  c o u r t s .  

Despi te  t h e  l i s t  of ana lyses  t h a t  should not  
be performed, t h e  d a t a  do have s i g n i f i c a n t  analy-  
s i s  p o t e n t i a l .  The c e n t r a l  purpose of t h i s  r e p o r t  
i s  t o  record  t h e  d a t a  nat ionwide,  but  some compar- 
i s o n s  and a n a l y s e s  can be done. A few examples a r e  
a s  fo l lows:  

--Comparison of time t o  d e c i s i o n  i n  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s .  These comparisons can  be made from Table  
10 f o r  c o u r t s  a t  the  same l e v e l  t h a t  use  the same 
event  f o r  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  t i m e  i n t e r v a l .  

--Comparison of the  p r o p o r t i o n  of t r i a l s  f o r  
fe lony c a s e s .  These comparisons can  be made from 
Table 40 f o r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  t h a t  have s i m i l a r  u n i t s  
of count  and t r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  and t h a t  r e p o r t  
t r i a l  d a t a  f o r  f e l o n i e s  o r  f e l o n i e s  and appea ls .  

--Comparison of the  volume of t o r t  a c t i o n s .  
These comparisons can  be made from Table  2 1  f o r  
s t a t e s  r e p o r t i n g  t o r t  d a t a  f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  handl ing 
t o r t  a c t i o n s  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  ( t h a t  i s ,  t h o s e  t h a t  
have no f o o t n o t e  'lp") and t h a t  use t h e  same c a s e  
d e f i n i t i o n .  

--Comparison of t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of t o t a l  c i v i l  
t o  t o t a l  c r i m i n a l  f i l i n g s .  These comparisons can 
be made from Tables  18 and 30, but  i t  i s  necessary 
f o r  t h e  c o u r t s  i n  compared s t a t e s  t o  r e p o r t  com- 
p l e t e  d a t a  (no f o o t n o t e  "it' o r  "p"), and t o  use the  
same c i v i l  c a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  and c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  
of count .  

--Comparison w i t h i n  a s t a t e  of t h e  number of 
f i l i n g s  i n  t h e  c o u r t  of l a s t  r e s o r t  w i t h  the  number 
i n  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t .  These com- 
p a r i s o n s  can be made from Table  2 f o r  s t a t e s  when 
both c o u r t s  r e p o r t  complete d a t a  ( n o  f o o t n o t e  "i" 
o r  "p"). 

--Comparison of t o t a l  volume of c i v i l  c a s e s  i n  
t r i a l  c o u r t s .  These comparisons can  be made from 
Table 18 f o r  s t a t e s  t h a t  use t h e  f i l i n g  of t h e  
p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint a s  t h e  p o i n t  a t  which t h e  
case  begins  ( t h o s e  t h a t  have f o o t n o t e  "1" on t h e  
c o u r t  t i t l e )  and t h a t  r e p o r t  complete f i l i n g s  f o r  
a l l  c o u r t s  handl ing  c i v i l  c a s e s  (no f o o t n o t e  "i" 
o r  "p"). 

Other comparisons f o r  management purposes  can 
be made wi th  d a t a  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  Comparisons 
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FIGURE C: Reporting periods for state courts, not using calendar year 1978 

Reporting Period 

S t a t e  7/01/77-  8/01 177- 9/01/77-  10/01/77- 213178- 
6/30/78 7 /31 /78  8 /31 /78  ¶/30/70 2/5 /79  

Alabama A l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  

Hawaii 
Kansas 
Maine 

A l l  c o u r t s  
A l l  c o u r t s  
Admin i s tra t ive  Court 

Court 
New Hampshire A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  Supreme Court and 

New Jersey  
North Caro l ina  

Super ior  Court 
A l l  c o u r t s  

Sunreme Court 

South Carol ina A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  but 

South Dakota C i r c u i t  Court 
Utah A l l  but Supreme Court 

Vermont A l l  c o u r t s  
Wisconsin Supreme Court 

Magi s tra te  Court 

and J u v e n i l e  Court 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ - - - - - _ _ _ ~ - ~ ~ - - - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ - ~ ~ ~ - ~ - ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ _ _ ~ _ _ I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ l _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ l _ _  

among c o u r t s  and s t a t e s  of the  volume of c a s e s  per  
judge, t h e  number of t r i a l s  per  judge, the  t i m e  t o  
process  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s ,  o r  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n c r e a s e s  
i n  c a s e  f i l i n g s  can be u s e f u l  f o r  s p e c i f i c  c o u r t s .  
As p rev ious ly  d i s c u s s e d ,  c a r e f u l  examination must 
be made of  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  c o u r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and d e f i n i t i o n s .  

Cont inuing development of t h e  s e r i e s  

The Annual Report s e r i e s  i s  an evolving prod- 
u c t .  It is  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  a d d i t i o n s  and r e f i n e -  
ments w i l l  be made t o  s u c c e s s i v e  volumes i n  the  
s e r i e s .  Between 1975 and 1976, t h e  amount of d a t a  
conta ined  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  was g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  by 
t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of d a t a  from a l l  s p e c i a l  and l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  This  t r e n d  cont inued i n  1977 
and 1978. 

It i s  important  t o  t h e  long-term improvement 
of t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  series t h a t  t h e s e  e a r l y  volumes 
i n  t h e  s e r i e s  be c i r c u l a t e d  widely enough t o  en- 
courage r e a d e r / u s e r  i d e a s  and commentary, and t h a t  
they be used a s  a v e h i c l e  f o r  developing s o l u t i o n s  
t o  problems encountered d u r i n g  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  
series product ion process .  A s  each success ive  
volume i s  publ i shed ,  t h e  NCSP can c o n s i d e r  the  
feedback subsequent ly  received from u s e r s  of the  
documents, thereby  f u r t h e r  enhancing succeeding 
volumes. During t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  
f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h e r s  of successive-year  d a t a  compi- 
l a t i o n s  w i l l  p reserve  complete t i m e  ser ies  i n f o r -  
mation. The drawbacks occasioned by l i m i t a t i o n s  
i n  d a t a  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  are g r e a t l y  outweighed 
by t h e  importance of having d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  
years  i n  t h e  cont inuing  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r i e s .  

The type and depth of a n a l y s i s  cons idered  by 
t h e  NCSP t o  be meaningful ,  g iven  t h e  q u a l i t y  and 
completeness  of t h e  d a t a ,  have been o u t l i n e d  above. 

More a n a l y s i s  could  be performed on t h e  1977 d a t a  
than on t h e  1975 OK 1976 d a t a .  S t i l l  more exten-  
s i v e  changes a r e  made i n  1978 and w i l l  be inc luded  
i n  succeeding volumes of t h e  annual  r e p o r t  s e r i e s  
t o  improve i t s  a n a l y t i c a l  p o t e n t i a l .  A s  more i s  
learned  about  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  d a t a ,  more spec i -  
f i c  sugges t ions  w i l l  be g iven  f o r  t h e i r  p roper  use ,  
along wi th  warnings t o  h e l p  avoid t h e i r  abuse. 
Each y e a r  t h e  t e x t  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be r e v i s e d ,  
progress  ive  l y  improving i t s  r e a d a b i l i t y  . 

In o r d e r  t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  of d a t a  con- 
t a i n e d  i n  f u t u r e  volumes of t h e  Annual Report 
s e r i e s ,  t h e  NCSP s t a f f  and COSCA CSIS Committee 
w i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of conduct ing a u d i t s  
of s e l e c t e d  d a t a  from p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t s .  It i s  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  combination of t h e s e  "mini- 
a u d i t s "  and t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  ( t h e  l a t t e r  by 
NCSP and S t a t e  J u d i c i a l  Information Systems (SJIS)  
p r o j e c t  s t a f f  t o  s t a t e s  r e q u e s t i n g  a n  assessment  
of and a s s i s t a n c e  i n  improving t h e i r  s t a t i s t i c a l  
r e p o r t  systems)  w i l l  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  improve t h e  
v a l i d i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  d a t a  conta ined  i n  
the  Annual Report series. 

A s  s t a t e s  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  q u a n t i t y  and 
q u a l i t y  of d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  NCSP, t h e  prob- 
lems p r e s e n t l y  caused by t h e  incomplete n a t u r e  of 
the  d a t a  w i l l  decrease .  Progress ive  improvements 
should be apparent  t o  the reader  of success ive  
volumes i n  t h e  s e r i e s .  

F u t u r e  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  n o t  only d e s c r i b e  c o u r t  
systems as they e x i s t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime,  bu t  a l s o  
w i l l  p r e d i c t  where they are going. The purpose 
w i l l  be t o  i d e n t i f y  e x i s t i n g  o r  developing prob- 
lems and sugges t  s o l u t i o n s .  Research proposed by 
t h e  NCSP i s  not  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  be exhaus t ive ,  bu t  
w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  on those  ques t ions  considered t o  
be of  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  and importance t o  t h e  
c o u r t s  and r e s e a r c h  communities. 



Dynamics of improvement 

Ideas  and sugges t ions  f o r  improvement of t h i s  
s t a t e  c o u r t  case load  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r i e s  have came 
from many sources ,  and have provided the c r e a t i v e  
s t imulus  needed t o  a s s e s s  c u r r e n t  NCSP e f f o r t s  
c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  and t o  map f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n s .  

Cont inua t ion  of  e v o l u t i o n a r y  improvement i n  
t h i s  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r i e s  r e s t s ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,  upon t h e  
a b i l i t y  of t h e  NCSP t o  m a i n t a i n  a product ive  d ia -  
logue and flow of i d e a s  among the  producer-com- 
p i l e r s  of t h e  annual  r e p o r t ,  i t s  d a t a  s o u r c e s ,  and 
i t s  end u s e r s .  Much improvement i n  s t a t e  c o u r t  
s t a t i s t i c s  has  a l r e a d y  been achieved,  bu t  much re- 
mains t o  be done. 

Because of t h e i r  importance and p o t e n t i a l  im- 
pac t  f o r  improving the  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r i e s  
on case loads ,  t h e  Model Annual Report and Model 
S t a t i s t i c a l  Dic t ionary  need t o  be b r i e f l y  de- 
sc r ibed .  

During compilat ion of t h e  NCSP S t a t e  of t h e  A r t  
and t h e  1975 Annual Report ,  a s t a g g e r i n g  c l a s s i f i -  
c a t i o n  problem r e s u l t e d  from t h e  m u l t i t u d e  of terms 
being used by t h e  s t a t e s  t o  r e p o r t  t h e i r  case loads .  
The need f o r  both a model annual  r e p o r t  and a s t a -  
t i s t i c a l  d i c t i o n a r y  of terms f o r  c o u r t  usage became 
obvious. In  response,  an e f f o r t  was launched dur- 
i n g  t h e  1976 Annual Report product ion c y c l e  t o  de- 
velop t h e s e  documents. They a r e  t o  be used a s  
t o o l s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  s t a t e s  i n  improving t h e i r  s t a -  
t i s t i c s .  Such improvement should e v e n t u a l l y  be 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  f u t u r e  annual  r e p o r t s .  

The S t a t e  Court Model Annual Report i s  a f lex-  
i b l e  working o u t l i n e  of  c r i t i c a l l y  needed, b a s i c  
management d a t a  t h a t  should,  a s  a minimum, be in-  
cluded i n  s t a t e  c o u r t  annual  r e p o r t s .  The model 
i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  k inds  of d a t a  and t h e  types  of d i s -  
play needed f o r  case load  and o t h e r  management. The 
S t a t e  Court Model S t a t i s t i c a l  Dic t ionary  i s  a com- 
panion document which provides  a common terminol-  
ogy, d e f i n i t i o n ,  and usage f o r  r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l ,  
c r imina l ,  t r a f f i c ,  j u v e n i l e ,  and a p p e l l a t e  case load  
inventory a s  presented  i n  t h e  model annual  r e p o r t .  
The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  and d e f i n i t i o n s  serve  
as models of p r e f e r r e d  terminology and meanings f o r  
purposes of s t a t e w i d e  and n a t i o n a l  comparison. The 
s t r u c t u r e  in t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  of t h e  d i c t i o n a r y  
covers  those  d a t a  elements e s s e n t i a l  f o r  c l a s s i f y -  
ing c o u r t  case load  inventory  and manner of dispo-  
s i t i o n .  

Both of t h e s e  documents must be viewed a s  a 
l o g i c a l  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  promoting comparable c o u r t  
s t a t i s t i c s .  They were not a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t a t e s  i n  
t i m e  t o  a f f e c t  t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g  systems o r  t h e  na- 
t i o n a l - l e v e l  1976 annual  r e p o r t ,  and w i l l  not  a f -  
f e c t  s ta te  product ion  of d a t a  f o r  t h e  1977 through 
1979 annual  r e p o r t s  (because s t a t e s  have a l r e a d y  
completed t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of d a t a  f o r  t h e s e  y e a r s ) .  
Even so,  some e f f e c t s  w i l l  be n o t i c e a b l e  i n  each 
succeeding n a t i o n a l - l e v e l  annual  r e p o r t .  

Future  v e r s i o n s  of the  model annual  r e p o r t  and 
model s t a t i s t i c a l  d i c t i o n a r y  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  devel-  
opment of f i n e r  l e v e l s  of d e t a i l ,  expansion of t h e  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e ,  and a d d i t i o n  of o t h e r  
s i g n i f i c a n t  in format ion .  

The S t a t e  Court Organiza t ion ,  1980 i s  a l s o  re-  
l a t e d  t o  t h e  annual  r e p o r t  i n  t h a t  i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
types of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  in format ion  most o f t e n  
sought by c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and r e s e a r c h e r s .  

The NCSP t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  e f f o r t  a l s o  i s  
interwoven wi th  t h e  annual r e p o r t  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s -  
t i c a l  s e r i e s .  This  i s  accomplished by he lp ing  
s t a t e s  adopt  t h e  sugges t ions  i n  t h e  model annual  
r e p o r t  and model s t a t i s t i c a l  d i c t i o n a r y  and by 
p r o a c t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  s ta te  sys-  
t e m s  t h a t  could b e n e f i t  from t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
d i r e c t e d  a t  he lp ing  r e s o l v e  e x i s t i n g  methodological  
problems of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e ,  terminology,  
d e f i n i t i o n  of l o c a l  d a t a - r e p o r t i n g  procedures ,  and 
d a t a  h a n d l i n g f t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  procedures .  To t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  such t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  sugges t ions  
a r e  adopted,  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s  d i r e c t l y  b e n e f i t  and 
t h e  annual  r e p o r t  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r i e s  in-  
d i r e c t l y  b e n e f i t s .  

The process  of b u i l d i n g  toward meaningful s t a -  
t i s t i c s  t a k e s  t i m e .  Concurrent wi th  expanding and 
r e f i n i n g  t h e  annual  r e p o r t  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  
s e r i e s ,  t h e  NCSP e f f o r t  must encourage movement 
toward q u a l i t y  and p r e c i s i o n  i n  s t a t e  c o u r t  s t a -  
t i s t i c s .  The n e c e s s a r i l y  long-term n a t u r e  of t h i s  
evolu t ionary  process  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  g r e a t l y  t o  
year-to-year improvements and enhancements of t h e  
s t a t i s t i c a l  series. Given t h e  complexi ty  of t h e  
problems heing faced ,  b u i l d i n g  toward comparabil- 
i t y ,  q u a l i t y  assurance ,  and a p p r o p r i a t e  d e t a i l  is  
a necessary  incrementa l  p rocess .  It i s  i n  t h i s  
l i g h t  t h a t  t h e  NCSP p r e s e n t s  t h e  d a t a  and a n a l y s i s  
contained i n  t h e  Annual Report ,  1978. 
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Part I 
1978 State court caseload summary statistics 

The summary t a b l e s  i n  P a r t  I d i s p l a y  the  1978  
casef low of a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and t r i a l  c o u r t s  f o r  
t h e  50 s t a t e s ,  the  D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia, Guam, and 
Puer to  Rico. 

Measures of a n a l y s i s  used on summary t a b l e s  

Severa l  devices  a r e  used i n  t h e  summary t a b l e s  
f o r  ana lyz ing  the  case load  da ta .  The measures 
s e l e c t e d  f o r  use  i n  the  t a b l e s  vary according t o  
t h e  d a t a  be ing  analyzed.  A b r i e f  e x p l a n a t i o n  of 
each measure and i t s  use i n  d e s c r i b i n g  the  c o u r t ' s  
case load  w i l l  he given. 

Disposed a s  a percent  of f i l e d .  This  measure 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  percent  of t h e  number of f i l e d  
c a s e s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  was a b l e  t o  d ispose .  The 
percent  i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  t h e  number of 
c a s e s  f i l e d  by t h e  number disposed and then niul t i -  
p ly ing  by one hundred. A percent  over one hundred 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  disposed more c a s e s  than 
were f i l e d ,  thus  reducing pending case load .  A 
percent  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less than one hundred i n d i -  
c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  i s  not  keeping up w i t h  t h e  
volume of cases  being f i l e d .  This  measure was not  
computed i f  t h e  number. of c a s e s  f i l e d  was less 
t h a n  t e n  o r  i f  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of missing d a t a  ( i n -  
d i c a t e d  by "i" o r  "pl' f o o t n o t e s )  made i t  inappro-  
p r i a t e .  

End pending a s  a percent  of f i l e d .  This  
f i g u r e  g i v e s  t h e  percent  of t h e  number of f i l e d  
c a s e s  t h a t  w e r e  pending a t  t h e  end of the  y e a r .  
This  measure i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the  number of 
c a s e s  pending a t  the  end of  t h e  y e a r  by the  number 
of c a s e s  f i l e d  and then m u l t i p l y i n g  by one hundred. 
A v a l u e  of one hundred percent  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
number of c a s e s  pending a t  t h e  end of t h e  y e a r  was 
equal  t o  t h e  number of c a s e s  f i l e d  dur ing  t h e  year .  
A value  h igher  than  one hundred percent  i n d i c a t e s  
a pending caseload l a r g e r  than c a s e s  f i l e d ,  whi le  
a v a l u e  lower than  one hundred percent  i n d i c a t e s  a 
pending case load  smaller than t h e  number of cases  
f i l e d .  We expect  t h i s  number t o  he low f o r  c a s e  
types  such as t r a f f i c  t h a t  have r e l a t i v e l y  quick  
d i s p o s i t i o n  t i m e s ,  hu t  it w i l l  be l a r g e r  f o r  t o r t s  
and o t h e r  c a s e  types  t h a t  u s u a l l y  t a k e  longer  t o  
process .  T h i s  percent  was not  computed i f  the 
number of  c a s e s  f i l e d  was l e s s  than t e n  o r  i f  the  
q u a n t i t y  of missing d a t a  ( i n d i c a t e d  by "i" o r  "p" 
f o o t n o t e s )  made i t  i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  

Number change i n  pending case load .  This  number 
g i v e s  t h e  n e t  i n c r e a s e  o r  decrease  i n  pending case- 
load f o r  t h e  c o u r t  year  by s u b t r a c t i n g  t h e  number 
of c a s e s  pending a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  y e a r  from 
t h e  number of c a s e s  pending a t  t h e  end of t h e  y e a r .  
An a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n ,  s u b t r a c t i n g  the  
number disposed from t h e  number f i l e d ,  was used 
when pending d a t a  were not  a v a i l a b l e  o r  incomplete. 
When t h i s  a l t e r n a t e  formula was used,  the  r e s u l t -  
i n g  number w a s  enclosed i n  parentheses .  A p o s i t i v e  

number i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  pending case load  in-  
c reased  dur ing  t h e  y e a r  whi le  a n e g a t i v e  number 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  pending case load  was reduced i n  
s i z e .  Thus, a l a r g e  nega t ive  change i n  pending 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  i s  keeping t h e  casef low 
c u r r e n t ,  whi le  a l a r g e  p o s i t i v e  change i n  pending 
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  h a s  not  kept  pace 
w i t h  i t s  f i l i n g s .  

Percent  change i n  pending caseload.  T h i s  per-  
cen tage  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  change i n  pending c a s e s  rel- 
a t i v e  t o  t h e  number of c a s e s  pending a t  t h e  begin- 
ning of t h e  y e a r ,  and i s  obtained by d i v i d i n g  t h e  
number change i n  pending caseload by t h e  number of 
c a s e s  pending a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  y e a r  and 
t h e n  m u l t i p l y i n g  by one hundred. (This  f i g u r e  
cannot be c a l c u l a t e d  i f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  formula 
d e s c r i b e d  above was used t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  number 
change i n  the  pending case load . )  A high  n e g a t i v e  
percent  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  reduced i t s  pend- 
ing  case load  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  whi le  a h i g h  p o s i t i v e  
percent  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  pending case load  in-  
c reased  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  This  measure was not  com- 
puted i f  t h e  number of beginning pending c a s e s  w a s  
l e s s  than  t e n  o r  i f  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  c o u r t  
changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  dur ing  t h e  year .  

F i l e d  p e r  u n i t  of population. The u n i t  of 
s t a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  used on a l l  c o u r t  casef low c h a r t s  
i s  100,000. This  measure compensates f o r  v a r i a -  
t i o n s  i n  s t a t e  popula t ion  and g ives  a more realis- 
t i c  b a s i s  f o r  comparison of case loads  among s t a t e s  
of v a r i o u s  s i z e s .  I f  t h e  number of f i l i n g s  was 
not  a v a i l a b l e  o r  was not  complete ( i n d i c a t e d  by an 
"i" f o o t n o t e )  bu t  t h e  number of d i s p o s i t i o n s  was 
a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  number of cases  d isposed  p e r  u n i t  
of popula t ion  was e n t e r e d  i n  t h i s  column i n  p lace  
of t h e  number of c a s e s  f i l e d  p e r  popula t ion  u n i t ,  
and t h e  use  of t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  q u a n t i t y  was in-  
d i c a t e d  by enc los ing  i t  i n  parentheses .  Popula t ion  
f i g u r e s  used i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  t a b l e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
18-year-old-plus s t a t e  popula t ion .  The number un- 
der  18 was used f o r  t h e  j u v e n i l e  t a b l e s .  I f  a l l  
o t h e r  f a c t o r s  ( c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  c a s e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  
e t c . )  a r e  s i m i l a r ,  t h e  f i l e d  per  u n i t  of popula t ion  
s t a t i s t i c  w i l l  permit  d i r e c t  comparisons among 
s t a t e s  of t h e  number of f i l e d  c a s e s .  For  c i v i l  
cases  i n  t r i a l  c o u r t s ,  t h i s  measure w i l l  i n d i c a t e ,  
among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  propens i ty  t o  l i t i g a t e  
among t h e  c i t i z e n s  i n  a given s t a t e .  

Disposed and end pqnding per  u n i t  of popula- 
t i o n .  These measures are d isp layed  i n  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t  t a b l e s ,  wi th  100,000 a s  t h e  u n i t  of popula- 
t i o n .  I f  a l l  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  ( c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  c a s e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  e t c . )  
a r e  s i m i l a r ,  t h e  disposed and end pending p e r  
100,000 popula t ion  s t a t i s t i c s  permit  d i r e c t  com- 
p a r i s o n s  among s t a t e s  of t h e  number of disposed 
and end pending c a s e s .  

- 

F i l e d  and disposed p e r  judge. These measures 
a r e  d i s p l a y e d  i n  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  t a h l e s .  I f  a l l  



o t h e r  f a c t o r s  ( c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  c a s e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  pane ls  i n  t h e  c o u r t ,  
e t c . )  a r e  s i m i l a r ,  t h e s e  measures w i l l  permit  com- 
p a r i s o n  of caseload per judge. 

The n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c a u t i o n  when making any com- 
p a r i s o n s  among s t a t e s  must be repeated.  This  warn- 
i n g  holds  t r u e  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  comparisons u s i n g  any 
of  t h e  above measures. 

Appel la te  c o u r t  summary s t a t i s t i c s  

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t a b l e s  a r e  presented  t o  show 
t h e  case load  and casef low of a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  
1977.  Appel la te  c o u r t s  a r e  subdivided i n t o  c o u r t s  
of  l as t  r e s o r t  ( t h e  f i n a l  c o u r t  of appeal  w i t h i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e )  and i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
( c o u r t s  whose primary work i s  the d i s p o s i t i o n  of 
i n i t i a l  appea ls  rece ived  from t r i a l  c o u r t s  of  gen- 
e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agencies ,  and 
whose d e c i s i o n s  are u s u a l l y  s u b j e c t  t o  appeal  o r  
review by a c o u r t  of l a s t  r e s o r t  w i t h i n  a given 
s t a t e ) .  For purposes of d a t a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  some 
t a b l e s ,  t h e  c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  have been d iv id-  
ed f u r t h e r  i n t o  c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s ta tes  
w i t h  in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and c o u r t s  of 
l as t  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  wi thout  i n t e r m e d i a t e  appel- 
l a t e  c o u r t s .  A l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  repor ted  a t  
l e a s t  some case load  d a t a .  

Data presented  i n  t h e  fol lowing t a b l e s  were 
compiled from a l l  d a t a  t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e ,  both 
i n  annual r e p o r t s  and i n  unpubl ished d a t a  provided 
by i n d i v i d u a l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  c l e r k s  and s t a t e  
c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  Therefore ,  t h e s e  d a t a  can- 
not  be found i n  publ i shed  annual  r e p o r t s  a lone.  
The sources  of  d a t a  from each c o u r t  a r e  shown i n  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u r t  p r o f i l e s  i n  P a r t  I1 and i n  
Appendix A. 

Three f a c t o r s  prevent  comparabi l i ty  from s ta te  
t o  s t a t e  of  t h e s e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  caseload d a t a .  
These a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  v a r i a -  
t i o n s  i n  c a s e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  and v a r i a t i o n s  i n  the  
way cases  a r e  counted. 

Major v a r i a t i o n  from s t a t e  t o  s ta te  i n  c o u r t  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  among a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  r e s u l t s  from 
t h e  kind and amount of d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
over i n i t i a l  appea ls  gran ted  t o  c o u r t s  of l a s t  re- 
s o r t  and t o  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  S t a t e s  
having both l e v e l s  of  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  g e n e r a l l y  
d i r e c t  t h e  more d i f f i c u l t  appeals  t o  the  c o u r t  of 
l as t  r e s o r t ,  bu t  t h e s e  a r e  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  same 
types  of  c a s e s  i n  every s t a t e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t r i a l  
c o u r t s  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  some s t a t e s  have 
i n c i d e n t a l  a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  These c o u r t s  
may r e c e i v e  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  i n i t i a l  appea ls ,  
w h i l e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  do not  a s s i g n  a p p e l l a t e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  w i l l  
have a l l  of  t h e i r  appea ls  heard i n  the a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s .  In t h e s e  s t a t e s  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  w i l l  
have a much h igher  f i l i n g  r a t e ,  bu t  not n e c e s s a r i l y  
more workload than  i n  those  s t a t e s  where appeals  
a r e  heard i n  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  

These d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
mean t h a t  t h e  types  of  a p p e l l a t e  cases  w i l l  vary 
from s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  and t h a t  the  types  of i s s u e s  
presented  w i l l  a l s o  vary i n  complexity. For exam- 
p l e ,  c r i m i n a l  appea ls  may r e q u i r e  less judge time 
than c i v i l  a p p e a l s ,  bu t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of c r i m i n a l  
appeals  heard i n  any l e v e l  of c o u r t  i s  not  t h e  same 
i n  a l l  s t a t e s .  Another example i s  found i n  the  
number of  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c a s e s .  The number 
of and time consumed by t h e s e  c a s e s  i s  a f f e c t e d  by 

s e v e r a l  v a r i a b l e s ,  inc luding  whether o r  no t  s t a t e  
s t a t u t e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  c o l l a t e r a l  a t t a c k s  on c r imi-  
n a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  be f i l e d  o r i g i n a l l y  i n  t h e  t r i a l  
c o u r t  o r  i n  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t .  

Another v a r i a t i o n  i n  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  i s  i n  t h e  amount of d i s c r e t i o n  i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
granted  t o  t h e  c o u r t .  The amount of t i m e  needed 
t o  dec ide  whether o r  not  t o  hear  a d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
appea l  i s  u s u a l l y  much l e s s  than t h e  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  hear  a mandatory appeal  case.  The ord inary  ap- 
p e a l  of r i g h t ,  however, i s  g e n e r a l l y  l e s s  complex 
t o  dec ide  than an appeal  allowed a f t e r  t h e  exer -  
c i s e  of d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  These v a r i a -  
t i o n s  i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  make case load  comparisons 
among a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  extremely d i f f i c u l t .  

The second major v a r i a t i o n  i n  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  
d a t a  a r i s e s  i n  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  cases .  The 
types  of  a c t i o n s  included a s  f i l i n g s  may involve  
time spans t h a t  vary from a few minutes  t o  s e v e r a l  
months of judge time. O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c a s e s  
and r e q u e s t s  f o r  leave  t o  appea l  g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e  
less judge time t h a n  appea ls ,  w h i l e  a p p e a l s  of 
r i g h t  a r e  l e s s  complex and less time-consuming than 
appea ls  allowed through d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
Many of t h e  problems i n  comparabi l i ty  r e s u l t  from 
the  v a r i o u s  ways i n  which c o u r t s  c l a s s i f y  t h e s e  
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of cases .  Some c o u r t s  r e p o r t  only 
t o t a l  f i l i n g s  w i t h  no i n d i c a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  types  
of c a s e s  inc luded  o r  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  case-  
load each type accounts  f o r .  Other  c o u r t s  r e p o r t  
only what they have des igna ted  a s  appea ls .  S t i l l  
o t h e r  c o u r t s  c l a s s i f y  a l l  types  of c a s e s  by c a s e  
ca tegory .  Of ten  d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  not g iven  f o r  the  
c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s .  The types  of c a s e s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
appea ls  p r e s e n t  a d i f f i c u l t  problem. Requests  f o r  
b a i l  pending appea l ,  r e q u e s t s  f o r  delayed appea l ,  
and p e t i t i o n s  t o  s t a y  t h e  lower c o u r t  r u l i n g  pend- 
ing appeal  g e n e r a l l y  a r e  not  cons idered  a p p e a l s ,  
but a r e  counted a s  such i n  some c o u r t s .  The ap- 
p e a l s  case load  w i l l  be i n f l a t e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t e s .  
Comparison of a p p e l l a t e  case load  i s  d i f f i c u l t  be- 
cause  of t h e s e  k inds  of v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c l a s s i -  
f i c a t i o n  of t h e  c a s e s  being counted. 

The f i n a l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  c a s e  
d a t a  r e s u l t s  from d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  when c a s e s  a r e  
counted and how they a r e  counted.  Some c o u r t s  
count c a s e s  a s  soon a s  t h e  n o t i c e  of appea l  i s  
f i l e d  whi le  o t h e r s  count them a t  a la te r  e v e n t ,  
such as the  f i l i n g  of t h e  record o r  t h e  f i l i n g  of 
the a p p e l l a n t ' s  b r i e f .  The l a t t e r  method w i l l  ex- 
c lude  t h o s e  c a s e s  t h a t  a r e  withdrawn b e f o r e  t h e  
count ing poin t .  Cour ts  may i n f l a t e  o r  d e f l a t e  
t h e i r  case load  by t h e  way they count appea ls  of 
c r i m i n a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  f o r  two o r  more defendants ,  
by whether c r o s s  appea ls  a r e  counted as s e p a r a t e  
c a s e s ,  and by the  way they count appea ls  ;ranted 
through d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Courts  wi th  
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  sometimes r e p o r t  t h e  
t o t a l  number of c a s e s  f i l e d  without  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
between mandatory and d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c a s e s ;  o r  they s e p a r a t e  mandatory and d i s c r e t i o n -  
a r y  c a s e s  f i l e d  b u t  do not  i n d i c a t e  t h e  number of 
r e q u e s t s  f o r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review g r a n t e d ;  o r  they 
provide s e p a r a t e  d a t a  f o r  mandatory c a s e s ,  d i s -  
c r e  t ionary j u r i s d i c t i o n  granted ,  and d i s c  r e  t i o n a r y  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  d e n i e d ;  o r  they combine mandatory 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c a s e s  and c a s e s  accepted f o r  review, 
but  r e p o r t  s e p a r a t e l y  t h e  t o t a l  number of p e t i -  
t i o n s  f o r  review f i l e d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  double  count- 
ing of gran ted  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  review. 

I n  t r y i n g  t o  d e a l  with t h e s e  many v a r i a t i o n s  
i n  c a s e  d a t a ,  t h e  Nat iona l  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  
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h a s  presented  a s  much informat ion  a s  p o s s i b l e  about  
t h e  caseload.  The j u r i s d i c t i o n  of each c o u r t  i s  
o u t l i n e d  b r i e f l y  i n  the  c o u r t  system c h a r t  f o r  each 
s t a t e  l o c a t e d  i n  P a r t  I1 of t h i s  r e p o r t .  Also 
presented  i n  each c o u r t  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  i n  P a r t  
I1 i s  any a v a i l a b l e  informat ion  about c a s e  ca tegory  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o r  how and when c a s e s  a r e  counted. 
Because t h e  dec id ing  of  appeals  i s  t h e  primary 
func t ion  of t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  d a t a  on appeals  
should be separa ted  from d a t a  on procedura l  mat- 
ters. Unfor tuna te ly ,  d a t a  on appea ls  were not  re- 
ported by s t a t e s  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l  t o  s e p a r a t e  
a l l  a p p e l l a t e  case loads  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s .  In the  
d e t a i l e d  caseload t a b l e s  (Tables  3 and 4 )  appeals  
have been d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from o r i g i n a l  proceedings,  
r e q u e s t s  t o  appea l ,  and sen tence  review o n l y  c a s e s ,  
f o r  c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  and f;;. i n t e r m e d i a t e  ap- 

p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  whenever such d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e .  
Even so ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  d e f i n -  
i t i o n  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of c a s e s  i n  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  have l e d  t h e  NCSP s t a f f  t o  d e f i n e  a p p e l l a t e  
case load  t o  i n c l u d e  a s  ' c a s e s '  any a p p e a l ,  any 
o r i g i n a l  proceeding,  any reques t  t o  a p p e a l ,  o r  any 
sen tence  review only case.  

The a p p e l l a t e  t a b l e s  t h a t  fo l low (Numbers 1 
through 13) a r e  sequenced from t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 
g e n e r a l  d a t a  t o  more s p e c i f i c  a n a l y t i c a l  t a b l e s .  
The t a b l e s  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a l  case load ,  v a r i o u s  ana l -  
y s e s  of c a s e l o a d ,  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  break-downs, 
and t ime- to-d ispos i t ion  of appea ls .  The l a s t  two 
t a b l e s  (Tables  1 2  and 13) present  10-year t r e n d s  
i n  f i l i n g s  f o r  t h o s e  s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  t o t a l  c a s e  
d a t a  f o r  5 o r  more y e a r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  number and 
percent  change i n  f i l i n g s  f o r  t h e s e  c o u r t s .  
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TABLE 1: Reported and estimated national caseload for courts of last resort, intermediate appellate 
courts, and all appellate courts, 1978. 
Estimated cases per judge and per 100,000 population 

Beg1 nn I ng End 
pending F I  led D I sposed pend I ng 

Reported and estimated casef Ion 

A I  I appel la te  cour ts  

Reported cases........................................ 51,318 145,998 132,795 55,831 
Number of  s t a t e s  r e p o r t i n g  c m p l e t e  data.............. 32 41 44 33 
Percent o f  populat lon represented by complete data 431 68% 76% 44% 
Estlmated n a t i o n a l  totals............................. 149.500 146,000 

Courts  of  l a s t  r e s o r t  

Reported CaSBs........................................ 18,654 53.657 50,792 21,028 
Number of  s t a t e s  r e p o r t i n g  c m p l e t e  data.............. 34 42 55 35 
Percent o f  populat lon represented by c m p l e t e  data 51 b 66% 80% 52% 

Estlmated nat ional  totals............................. 57,000 54,000 
Percent o f  variance explalned ( R 2 )  .................... 98a 9 8% 

Intermediate appel l a t e  c o u r t s  

Reported cases........................................ 32,664 92.341 82,003 34.803 

Percent o f  populat ion represented by c m p l e t e  data 52% 84% 91 % 521 

Estlmated nat ional  totals............................. 92,500 92.000 

Number of  s t a t e s  r e p o r t i n g  c m p l e t e  data.............. 19 25 25 19 

Percent o f  v a r l a n m  explalned (R2)..... ............... 99% 99% 

Estlmated cases per judge 

A l l  appel la te  courts.................................. 172 168 
Courts of l a s t  resort................................. 165 156 
ln termedlate a p p e l l a t e  courts......................... 178 177 

Estlmated cases per 100.000 populat ion 

A l l  appel la te  courts.................................. 67 66 
Courts  o f  l a s t  resort................................. 25 24 
Intermediate appel la te  COUrts......................... 51 50 

Note: The only  data included I n  t h i s  t a b l e  are those frm t h e  50 s t a t e s  and t h e  D l s t r i d  o f  Columbia. Data from Puer to Rlco are n o t  inc luded 
I n  t h l s  tab le.  For  i n c l u s l o n  on t h l s  tab le,  a case i s  any appeal, any o r i g i n a l  proceedlng, o r  any request  t o  appeal. To a s c e r t a i n  t h e  
s t a t e s  t h a t  repor ted data I n  any category, r e f e r  to Table 2. 

Reported cases: 
The repor ted cases f i g u r e s  conta ln  a l l  data repor ted f o r  any a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  i n  t h e  50 s t a t e s  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Colunbia. nhether o r  

not t h e  data were canplete. These f l g u r e s  are d i f f e r e n t  f r m  those given on Tables 2, 3, and 4 s ince t o t a l  f i g u r e s  repor ted on 
those t a b l e s  Include conplete data only, and Include t h e  Supreme Cour t  of Puerto Rico. 

Number of s t a t e s  r e p o r t i n g  c m p l e t e  data: 
The number of  s ta tes t h a t  repor ted c m p l e t e  data f o r  t h a t  type of court.  t h a t  is, data t h a t  d i d  not  have footnotes "1" o r  "p" 

attached. A I  I 50 s t a t e s  and t h e  D l s t r i d  o f  Columbia have cour ts  of l a s t  resor t .  
dur lng 1978. 

O n l y  27 s t a t e s  had ln termedlate appel l a t e  c o u r t s  

Percent o f  populat lon represented: 
State populat lon f i g u r e s  used f o r  a1 I a p p e l l a t e  c w r t s  and c o u r t s  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  a r e  f r m  t h e  rev lsed 1978 B u r e a  o f  Census est imates 

and t o t a l  222,093,000 f o r  t h e  50 states and t h e  D l s t r i d  o f  Columbia. Bureau of  Census estlmates for  t h e  populat lon i n  t h e  27 
s t a t e s  n l t h  i n t e m d l a t e  appel l a t e  c o u r t s  I n  1978 t o t a l e d  182,216,000. 
category I s  based on t h e  appropr la te t o t a l  populat ion f lgure.  

Estimated nat ional  t o t a l s  f o r  1978 are t h e  cumulative t o t a l s  of a l l  repor ted data t h a t  were c m p l e t e  p l u s  t h e  estimated data for each 

The percent  o f  populat lon represented f o r  e& caseflow 

Estlmated nat ional  t o t a l s :  

s t a t e  not reporting c m p i e t e  data. 
volume. 

The procedure used t o  est lmate inconplete o r  misslng data I s  discussed i n  Appendix A o f  t h l s  

Estimated cases per  judge: 
There were 867 judges assigned to  appel la te  cour ts  i n  1978: 346 I n  cour ts  o f  l a s t  resor t ,  and 521 i n  in termediate qppel la te  courts. 

The estimated number of cases In each of t h e  categor ies was d iv lded by t h e  nunber o f  judges serv ing t h a t  l e v e l  o f  court.  

Estimated cases p e r  100.000 populat ion were ca lcu lated by d l v l d l n g  the estimated nat lonal  t o t a l s  by t h e  a p p r c p r l a t e  populat lon f lgure,  
Estimated cases per 100.000 populat ion:  

2220.93 f o r  a I  I a p p e l l a t e  cour ts  and cour ts  of l a s t  resor t ,  and 1822.16 f o r  in termediate appel la te  courts. 
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TABLE 4: Detailed category caseload for intermediate appellate courts, 1978. 
Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, and total cases. Reported national totals with number of states 
reporting and percent of population represented 

Beg 1 nn 1 ng 
pendlng 

: 2  

End 
pendl ng 

F1 led Disposed 
10 Lo ? e  7 2  m o  C t  

State and c o u r t  t i t l e  

Alabama--STATE TOTAL ............... 
Court o f  C l v l I  Appeals ........... 
Court o f  Crlmlnal Appeals........ 

Arlrona--Court o f  Appeals.. ........ 
Cal l forn la- -Cour ts  o f  Appeal... .... 
Colorado--Court o f  Appeals........ . 
F l o r l d a - - 0 l s t r l c t  Courts 

o f  Appeal................ ....... 
Georgla--Court o f  Appeals.......... 
I l l lnoIs- -Appel  l a t e  Court.......... 
Indlana--Court o f  Appeals.......... 
Iowa--Court o f  Appeals......... .... 
Kansas--Court o f  Appeals ........... 
Kentucky--Court o f  Appeals.. ....... 
L o u l s l a n a - C o u r t s  o f  Appeal ....... 
M a r y l a n d - C o u r t  o f  Special Appeals. 
Massachusetts--Appeals Court....... 
Mlchlgan--Court o f  Appeals ......... 
M l s s o u r l - C o u r t  o f  Appeals......... 
NeM Jersey--Appellate D l v l s l o n  

New Mexlco--Court of Appeals. ...... 
New York--STATE TOTAL .............. 

Supreme Court .................. 
Supreme Court .................. 

North Carol lna--Court o f  Appeals. .. 
Ohlo--Court o f  hppeals............. 
Oklahoma--Court of Appeals.... ..... 
Oregon--Court o f  Appeals........... 
Pennsylvanla--STATE TOTAL .......... 

Superlor Court................... 
Commonwealth Court ............... 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ............. 
Court o f  Appeals. ................ 
Court o f  Crlmlnal Appeals........ 

Texas--Courts o f  C l v l I  Appeals..... 

o f  Superlor Court ............. 

Appel la te Olv ls lons of the 

&pel l a t e  Terms of the 

I40 140 
5 4 d  (J)  548 

1,495 33 NH 1,520 
5,163 NH 5,163' 

884 NH 884 

0 0 0  0 
3,913 NH NE 3,913 

752 NH 752 

385 385 
1,120 19 2 1,141 

x x  909 
153 0 153 

923 NH NH 92 

1,919 X X 1,966 

5,641 95 5,736 
218 218 

4,405 223 NH 4,628 
129 NH NH 129 

1.024 NH NH 1,024 

NH 

1,080 NH 1,080 

361 361 346 346 155 155 
91 d Cj) 912 8 3 d  C j )  838 6225 (J)  622 

1.900 283 NH 2,183 1,991 238 NH 2,229 1,404 78 NH 1,482 
7,465 4,872 NH 12,337 8,583 4,628 NH 13,211 5,523 NH 5,523' 
1.119 NH 1,119 1,001 NH 1,001 1,002 NH 1,002 

0.373 667 
X X 

4.41 1 NH 
896 NH 
37oi NH 
7 92 

1,494 74 
2,042 344 
1.391 (21 le 
1,050 
3,703 X 
1,895 357 

523 
X 

NH 

NH 

3 

X 

X 
3 

9,563 
2,000 
4,411 

896 
37 0 
7 92 

1,571 
2,386 
1,644(21)e 
1,050 
5,248 
2,255 

8,496 

4.472 
847 

465 
1,657 
2,068 
1,453 
1,020 

X 
1,761 

3841 

5 69 

NH 
NH 
NH 

75 
310 - 

X 
X 

627 9,692 
0 

NH 4,472 3,852 NH NH 3,052 
847 801 NH 80 1 

NH 384 7 d  NH NH 78 
465 71 2 71 2 

4 1,736 957 18 1 976 
2,378 x x  91 7 

232(21)e 1,685(21)e 112 0 112 
1,020 

X 4.937 
X 2,118 2,053 X X 2,103 

0 0 0  

31 6,224 
539 539 463 463 294 294 

5,306 792 6,098 4,754 856 5,610 6,193 

10,599 (J ) 10,5991 1 0 , g ~ i J  (j) 1 1,034 

8,38d CJ) 8,3847 9,10ai ( j )  9.21 3 

2,215 2,215 1,821 1,821 
1.174 351 1,525 1,133 313 I ,  446 
6,933 613 NH 7.546 6.743 623 NH 7,366 4,576 213 NH 4,789 

I16 449 NH NH 449 462 NH NH 462 
3,106 NH NH 3.106 2,684 NH NH 2,684 1.446 NH NH 1,446 
7,329 3 6 9  7,692' 

116 NH NH 

4,495 4.4951 
2,834 363 3,197l 
1,415 9 1,424 X X 1.558 

730 NH 73 0 800 NH 800 NH 
685 9 694 x X 758 

2.172 NH 2.172 1.94Ek NH 1.94Ek 1.304 NH 1,304 
Washington-Court of Appeals....... 2,128 82 65 2,275 1.818 142 133 2,093 1,770 153 150 2,073 2,176 71 48 2,295 
Reported natlonal t o t a l s *  .......... 31,189 357 162 27,501 79,014 7,361 1,805 74,050 66,260 6,596 2,182 82,003 33,376 380 80 29,280 
Number of s ta tes 1-eportlng* ........ 19 5 5 19 26 9 6  25 23 7 6  5 19 5 5 19 
Percent o f  populat lon represented*. 63 19 21 52 97 47 27 84 83 40 27 91 63 19 21 52 

Note: For l n c l u s l o n  on t h l s  tab le,  a case Is deflned as any appeal, o r l g l n a l  proceedlng, r q u e s t  t o  appeal o r  sentence revlew only  case. 
A l l  a v a l l a b l e  data are entered In t h e  tab le.  Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  the data are n o t  aval lab le.  

NH = This case type 1s n o t  handled In t h l s  cour t .  
X = The data f o r  t h ' s  case type are known t o  be lncluded I n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not a v a l l a b l e  by category. 

'Cases not lncluded In t h e  t o t a l  t o  avold double counting: 
A request t o  appeal granted 1s n o t  counted as a dlsposed request t o  appeal o r  as a f l l e d  appeal. I t  Is counted as a d l s p o s l t l o n  o n l y  when t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal Is dlsposed. 
The numbers of requests t o  appeal granted are t h e  numbers appearlng In parentheses In t h e  tab le.  These numbers a r e  not  Included I n  t h e  ca lcu lated nat lonal  t o t a l s .  

Cal l forn la- -Tota l  cases pendlng f l g u r e s  o n l y  lnc lude appeals pendlng. 
New 'fork--Appellate D l v l s l o n s  of t h e  Supreme Court--Total cases f l l e d  does not  Inc lude a l l  o r l g l n a l  j u r l s d l c t l o n  cases. 
Pennsylvania--Superlor Court--Total cases f l l e d  l i c l u d e s  appeals only. Cannunwealth Court t o t a l  cases f l l e d  does n o t  lnc lude requests t o  appeal. 

Alabama--Court o f  Crlmlnal Appeals-- Appeals data repor ted a l s o  lnc lude request t o  appeal case f lgures. 
Iowa-- Sentence r e v l e n  only data are Included wl th  t h e  f l g u r e s  glven f o r  appeals. Two of these cases were dlsposed dur lng t h e  year. 

New 'fork--Appellate O l v l s l o n s  of  t h e  Supreme Court--Sow o r l g l n a l  j u r l s d l c t l o n  cases are lncluded In wlth appeals In t h e  f l l l n g  and d l s p o s l t l o n  data reported. 

Oregon--In 1978, t h e  c o u r t  heard o r a l  arguments f o r  1,635 cases, and an a d d l t l o n a l  199 cases viere submltted t o  t h e  c o u r t  on t h e  r e c o r d  and a t t o r n e y ' s  b r i e f s .  
Texas--Durlng 1978, 39 cases were granted a rehear ing a f t e r  d lspos l t lon.  

'Data are not complete. 

j r x p l a n a t l o n  of  data Included I n  t h e  category: 

The numbers of  these cases pendlng and f l l e d  dur lng the year could n o t  be I d e n t l f l e d .  

kAddl t lonal lnformat Ion: 

These cases yere subtracted frm t h e  t o t a l  number d l s p s e d  and were not added t o  t h e  number f l l e d  t o  
avold double count lng of  cases. 

POata were not aval la t  le  f o r  a l  I cour ts  I n  t h e  s tate.  These l n c m p l e t e  data were not Included In t h e  ca lcu lated nat lonal  t o t a l s .  

%Reported n a t l o n a l  t o i e l s :  
The repor tsd nat lonal  t o t a l s  lnc lude only data f o r  s ta tes r e p o r t l n g  data I n  t h e  caseflow category f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  I n  t h e  s tate.  Incomplete data f r m  

C a l l f o r n l a ,  Pennsylvania, and New York were not  Included I n  these nat lonal  t o t a l s .  
*Number of  s ta tes repor t lng:  

Reported cases for  appeals and t o t a l  cases are f r a n  t h e  27 s t a t e s  wl th  ln termedlate appel l a t e  courts. Reported cases f o r  o r l g l n a l  proceedlngs and 
requests t o  appeal are f r m  t h e  20 s t a t e s  and 20 s tates,  respect lve ly ,  handllng each case type. 

*Percent of populat lon represented: 
State populat lons used a r e  t h e  rev ised Bureau of Census estimates and t o t a l  182,216,000 t o r  t h e  27 s t a t e s  w l t h  I n t e m e d l a t e  appel l a t e  courts. The t o t a l  

The percent populat lon Is 140,729,000 f o r  t h e  20 s tates handl lng o r l g l n a l  proceedlngs and 126,288,000 f o r  t h e  20 s t a t e s  handl lng requests t o  appeal. 
o f  populat lon represented f o r  each caseflow category Is based on these t o t a l  populat lon f lgures.  



TABLE 5: #Caseload for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1978. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed per 
judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population 

As percent Change I n  
State of f I led pendlng 

populatlon Nunber Begln- End 
State and court t l t l e  I "  O f  n1ng End 01s- pend- Per- 

Alabama--Supra Court ................ 3,834 9 0 667 ( 55ie 667 ( 55)e 0 100 0 0  
Arlrona--Supraw Court ................ 2,518 5 165 1.11l 1,065 211 96 19 46 28 
CalIfarnla--Supr- Court ............. 22.839 7 4.01 Z1( 273 le 3,706l (273)e 92 (306) 
Colorado--Supreme Court ............... 2,767 7 374 854 893 335 105 39 -39 -10 
Florlda--Supreme Court ................ 9.132 7 1,119 2.740 2,494 1,363 91 50 244 22 

Georgla--Supreme Court ................ 5,286 7 1,506 (113)e 1,530 ( I13 )e  I02 (-24) 

Indiana-Supreme Court ................ 5,446 5 150 466 ( 29Ie1 507 ( 29Pl 109 109 dl -27 

Kansas-Supra Court ................. 2,333 7 358l 156l( 14P 402 ( 14P 224 -134 -37 

LouIslma-Supreme Court .............. 4,073 7 2,405 (472)e 2,645 (472P 110 (-240) 

thousands judges pendlng F l  led Dlsposed pendlng posed lng Number cent -- 

___- 

Illlnols--Suprens Court ............... 11.434 7 %9 1.250 (185Ie 1,246 (185P 383 100 31 14 4 

lova--Supreme Court ................... 2,919 9 848 1,490 ( 16)* 1,445 ( 16P 880 97 59 32 4 

___- 
Kentucky-Supreme Court ............... 3.611 7 214 771 (134P 73d(134)' 249 95 32 35 16 

Maryland--Court of Appeals......... ... 4,212 7 13 585 ( 570 ( 28 97 5 15 115 
Massachusetts--Supreme Judlclal Court. 5,743 7 476l 
Mlchlgan--Supreme Court ............... 9,202 7 697 1.636 ( 1.487 ( 92P 850 91 52 153 22 ~- 
Mlssourl--Supreme Court ............... 4,871 7 192 615 676 I31 110 21 dl -32 
New Jersey-Supreme Court ............. 7,356 7 393l 1,016~(107)e 1,078 11C17)~ 5341 1411 361 

New York--Court of Appeals.. .......... 17,720 7 2,2231(177)e 3,298 (177)e 
North Carollna--Supreme Court......... 5,739 7 311 541 ( 60P 487 ( 65P 501 90 (54) 

Ohlo--Supreme Court  ................... 10,795 7 1,593 ( 91 1' 1,699 ( 91 )e 107 (-106) 
Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL..... ............ 2,913 12 1.572l 1,729 ( 56Ie 1,494 ( 56)e 1.8861 86 (235) 

S u p r a  Courtk ...................... -- 9 1,346l 1,029 ( 381e 854 ( 1,504l 83 (175) 

New Mexlco--Supreme Court  ............. 1,252 5 169 654 ( 33)e 626 ( 33)e 197 96 30 28 17 

___- 

Court of Crlmlnal Appeals k..... ..... -- 3 226 700 ( 640 ( 382 91 55 156 69 
Oregon--Supreme Court..... ............ 2,510 7 468 594 ( 45P 811 ( 45P 251 137 42 -217 -46 ~- 
Pennsylvanlb-Supreme Court ........... 11,865 7 1,944 (155)e 1155Pl 
Tennessee--Supreme Court.............. 4.462 5 813 ( 82Ie 871 ( 82P 107 (-58) 
Texas-STATE TOTAL........ ............ 13,498 I8 2,197 5,942 (204P 5,192 (234P 2,918 87 49 721 33 

Supreme Courtk ...................... -- 9 258 1,070 ( 87Ie 1,115 (117)e 184 104 17 -74 -29 
h u r t  of Crlmlnal ~ p p e a ~ s k  .......... -- 9 1.939 4,872 (117P 4,077 (117F 2,734 84 56 793 41 

Washlngton--Supreme Court............. 3,886 9 411 654 734 331 112 51 -80 -19 

Per Judge Per 100.000 population 

01s- End 
F I  led Dlsposed F1 led posed pendlng 

74 74 17 17 0 
222 213 44 42 8 
573 529 18 16 
122 128 31 32 I2 
391 356 30 27 15 

215 219 28 29 
179 178 I1 I I  3 
93 101 9 9 2 
166 161 51 50 30 
22l 57 7l 17 10 

110 105 21 20 7 
344 378 59 65 

84 81 14 14 I 

234 212 18 16 9 
68l 81 

aa 97 
1451 154 
131 125 
318j 471 
77 70 

13 14 3 
14l 15 
52 50 16 
13' 19 

71 

9 8 11 

228 243 
144 124 
114 95 
233 213 
85 116 

15 16 
59 51 65l 
35 29 52j 

13 24 22 
IO 24 32 

278 
163 174 
330 288 
119 124 
541 453 
73 a2 

I6 
I8 20 
44 58 22 
8 8 1 
36 30 20 
17 19 9 

Note: For Inclusion on t h l s  table, a case Is deflned as any a p e a l ,  or lg lna l  proceedlng, request to appeal. or santence revley only case. 
A l l  aval lable data are entered ln the tab le and a11 approprlate calculat lons a re  Included. Blank spaces lndlcate t h a t  e l t h e r  the data are not aval lable o r  the calculat lons m e  

not approprlate. Numbers I n  parentheses, representing the nunber of requests to appeal t h a t  were grant&, were not lncluded I n  any of the c a l a l a t l o m .  

_ _  E Not applicable. 

%ases are not Included In the t o t a l  t o  a w l d  double countlng: 
A request t o  appeal ganted Is n o t  counted as a dlsposed request to appeal or as a f l l e d  appeal. 

loata are not cmplete: 

It Is counted as a d l s p s l t l o n  only when the resul t ing -peal Is disposed. The 
numbers of requests to appeal granted are the numbers appearlng I n  parentheses In the table. These numbers *ere not lncluded I n  any of the calcvlatlons. 

Call fwnla--Total f l l e d  end dlsposed f lgures do not Include any or lg lna l  prcceedlngs cases. 
Indlana--Flled and dlsposed data I n  parentheses do not Include the nuher  of crlmlnal pet l t lons to transfer (requests to appeal) t h a t  ware grantd.  
Kansas-+& beglnnlng pendlng oc f l l e d  data were aval lable f w  request to appeal cases; these cases are no t  Inclueed In the t o t a l  cases beglnnlng p n d l n g  DC f l l e d  categwles. 
Massachusetts--Total cases f l l e d  do not Include any or lg lna l  proceedlngs or req lssts  to appeal. Data *ere only glven f o r  appeals f l led.  
New Jersey--Pending and f l l e d  data do not Include a l l  requests t o  appeal. 
New York--Flled f lgure does not Include a l l  requests to appeal f l led.  
North Carollna--Pending data Include appeals only and do not lnclude any or lg lna l  proceedings or requests to appeal. 
Oklahana--Suprme Court--Total cases pendlng do n o t  I n c l u d e  o e r t l o r a r l  cases pendlng. 

Kentucky--Total cases dlsposed Include I3 cases transferred to the Court of Appeals. 

Both Oklahoma and Texas have two courts of l a s t  resort. The Supreme Court hears only c l v l l  mt ters ;  the Ccurt of Crlmlnal Appeals hears all  cr ln lna l  ratten. Both also hme an 

JExplanatlon of data Included I n  the category: 

kAddltlonal Infornatlon: 

lntermedlate appellate court that  hears only clvll matters. Data from both courts of last  resor t  are Included on t h t s  tab le f o r  Texas and Oklahoma so t h a t  the e n t l r e  caseload of 
t h a t  level of court c a n  be presented as a u n l t  as It Is f o r  every other state. 
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TABLE 6: Caseload for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1978. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed 
per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population 

As percent Changs I n  
State of f I led pendlng Per judge Per 100,000 papulatlon 

populatlon Number Begln- End 
State and court  t l t l e  I n  o f  nlng End Dls-  pend- Per- Dls- End 

thousands judges pendlng F1 led Dlspased pendlng posed Ing Number cent FI led Dlsposed FI led posed pendlng 

Alaska-Supreme Court ................. 
Arkansas-Supreme Court ............... 
Connectlcut--Supreme Court............ 
Oelauare--Supreme Court............... 
O l s t r l c t  of Columbla--Court of 

Appeals ........................... 
Hawall--Supreme Court ................. 
Idaho--Supreme Court .................. 
Malne--Supreme Judlc la l  Court ......... 
Minnesota-Supreme Court .............. 
Mlsslsslppl--Supreme Court ............ 

401 
2,241 
3,095 

598 

670 

929 
91 I 

1,115 
4,005 
2,488 

Irontana-Supreme Court ................ 
kbraska--Supreme Court ............... 
Nevada--Supreme Court ................. 
New Hampshlre--Supreme Court.......... 
North Oakota--Supreme Court. .......... 

784 
1.561 

71 9 
894 
651 

5 
7 
6 
5 

9 - 
5 
5 
7 
9 
9 
- 

5 
7 
5 
5 
5 

554 
350 

28 7 
4871 

1,161 

483 
469 
41 1 

5 
556 

4381 
467 
169 
15l 

630 560 624 
584 657 27 7 
474 I 418 608l 
361 319 329 

1,305 1.367 1.109 

89 99 
112 47 

88 91 

105 85 

1281 

70 13 
-73 -21 
121' 25l 
42 15 

-52 -5 

126 112 
83 94 
79l 70 
72 64 

145 152 

374 187 670 
340 301 508 
422 538 295 

1.117( lIe 68E1( 431 
774 892 433 

51 7 475 
646l 6311 465l 

1.031 831 667 
310 318 161 
278l 17Y1 1211 

50 179 
89 149 

127 70 
39 

115 57 

187 39 
3 9 8  

-1 16 -28 

-118 -21 
426 

92 
98I 72l 
81 65 

103 52 
441 

(42) 
27l 6 j  

200 43 
-8 -5 

75 37 
68 60 
60 17 

124 76l 
86 99 

103 95 
92l 901 

206 166 
62 64 
56l 36l 

I57 
26 
I 5 I  
60 

195 
- 

40 
37 
38 
28 
31 

66 
4 l l  

I43 
35 

- 

431 

140 156 
29 I2 

53 55 

204 166 

14 201 

20 72 
33 56 
48 26 
17' I 1  
36 I 8  

61 I 
401 301 

I16 93 
36 18 
281 191 

___- 
Puerto Rlco--Supreme Court ............ 3,115 7 339 1,136 1.245 280 I10 25 -109 -28 162 178 36 40 9 
Rhode Island--Suprem Court ........... 957 5 521 445 408 558 92 125 37 7 89 82 46 43 58 
South Carol lna--Supreme Court.. ....... 3,041 5 264 71 4 684 294 96 41 30 11 143 137 23 22 10 
South Dakota--Suprema Court 689 5 315 279 ( ?)e 331 ( 3)e 263 119 94 -52 17 56 66 40 48 38 ........... ................... Utsh--Supreme Court 1,364 5 62 5 635' I25 127l 46 471 

................ 59 Vermnt-Supreme Court 498 5 289 359 358 292 100 81 3 1  72 12 72 72 

West Vlrglnla--Suprene Court of 

.............. 21 Wlsconsln--Supremo Court 4,631 7 742 913l 838 972 230 31 1301 120 201 18 

___- 

Yfrglnla-Supreme Court ............... 5.284 7 748 1.846 (2J7Ie 1,931 (237)e 775 105 42 27 4 264 276 35 37 15 

Appeals ........................... 1.920 5 61 713 (257Ie 740 (182)e 109 104 15 48 79 143 148 37 39 6 

Wyomlng-Supreme Court ................ 431 5 122 157 I47 132 94 84 10 8 31 29 36 34 31 

Note: For incluslon on t h l s  table, a casB 1s deflned as any appeal, o r l g lna l  proceedlng. request to appeal. o r  sentence reyley only case. 
A' l I  available data are entered I n  the  tab le  and a l l  appraprlate calculat lons are Included. Blank spaces Indlcate tha t  e l ther  the data are no t  aval lable or the  calculat lons -re 

n u t  appropriate. Nunbers I n  parentheses, representlng the nurnber o f  requests to appeal t h a t  were granted, were not Included In the  CaIaIat lons. 

@Cases are n u t  Included I n  the t o t a l  t o  avoid double countlng: 
A request to appeal r a n t e d  1s n u t  counted as a d lspsed request to appeal or as a f l l e d  appeal. 

'Data are not complete: 

I t  1s c a n t e d  as a d l s p s l t l o n  only when t h e  resu l t ing  appeal i s  dlspsed. The 
numbsrs of requests to appeal granted are the numbers appearlng I n  parentheses I n  the  table. These numbers were not Included I n  any of the  calculations In the  table. 

Connsctfcut--Pending and f l l l n g  data do nut Include requests t o  appeal. 
Mlrnesota--Olsposed f lgure does not Include data for  any requests to appeal t h a t  were denled. 
Nebraska--Data reported Include appeals and o r lg lna l  j u r l s d l c t l o n  cases only. 
North Dakota-%eglOnlng pendlng f lgure does not Include v r l t s  requesting o r lg lna l  j u r l s d l c t l o n  cases. F l l ed  and end p n d l n g  flgures do not lnclude o r lg lna l  ju r l sd lc t lon .  advisory 

Dlsposed f lgure does not Include o r l g l n a l  Jur lsd lc t lon  cases, advlsory oplnlon cases. or request to appeal  cases other than w l t s  requestlng 

Dlsposl t lon data are cmplete. 

No data for  request t o  appeal cases are  g l e n .  

oprnlon. w request t o  appeal cases. 
o r l g lna l  Jur lsdlct lon.  

Utah--Cases dlsposed on ly  lncludes those cases dlsposed by oplnlon or dlsmlssed. 
Wlsconsln--Total cases f l l e d  f lgure does Include requests to appeal cases. 



25 

TABLE 7: Caseload for intermediate appellate courts, 1978. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed 
per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population 

sta te  
pOp"latl0" 

State and court t l t l s  I "  
thousands -~ -- ___. 

Alabama-STATE TOTAL .................. 
Court of C l v l I  Appeals .............. 
Court of Crlmlnal Appeals. ........ 

ArIzona--Court of Appeals ............. 
Callfornla--Courts o f  Appeal. ....... 
Colorado--Court o f  Appeals ............ 
Flor lda- -3 Is t r l c t  Court o f  Appeal. ... 
Georgla-+urt o f  Appeals ............ 
II I lnols--Appel late Court ............. 
Indlana--Court of Appeals ............. 
Iowa--Court of Ilppeals ................ 
Kansas--Court o f  Appeals ............. 
Kentucky-Court o f  Appeals............ 

Loulslana-Courts of Appeal0 .......... 
Haryland--Court of Special Appeals.... 
Massachusetts--Appeals Court .......... 
Hlchlgan--Caurt of Appeals ............ 
MIssourI--Court of Appeals ............ 
New Jersey--Appellate Dlvlslon o f  

Superlor Court .................... 

__ .- 

3,834 -_ 
-- 

2.518 
22.839 
2,767 
9,132 

5,286 
11,434 
5,446 
2,919 
2.333 
3,611 

4.073 
4,212 
5,743 
9,202 
4,871 

7,356 

Ne* Hexlco--Ccurt of Appeals .......... 
New York--STATE TOTAL ................ 

Appellate Dlv ls lons  o f  the  Suprem 

Appellate Term o f  the  Supreme 
Court ............................ 
Court.. ......................... 

North Carolina--Court o f  Appeals ...... 
Ohlo--Court of Appeals ................ 
Oklahom--Court o f  Appeals'. ......... 
Oregon-Court of Appeals .............. 
Pennsylvanla--STATE TOTAL.... ........ 

Ccmmonwealth Courta. ............... 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL ................ 

Court o f  Appealsa. .................. 
Court of Crlmlnal Appeals ........... 

Texas--Courts o f  C i v l I  Appeals a ....... 
Washington-Court of Appeals .......... 

Superlw Court0 ..................... 
.- 

1.252 
17,720 

_- 
-- 

5,739 
10,795 
2,913 
2,510 

11,865 -- 
-- 

4,462 -- 
-- 

13,498 
3,886 

Number Begln- 
o f  n lng End 

Judges pendlng F I led  Dlsposed pendlng 

8 688 1,273 1,184 777 
3 140 361 346 I55 
5 548 912 838 622 

12 1,528 2.183 2,229 1.482 
56 5,163l 12,337 13,211 5.523l 

39 9.563 9.692 
10 884 1,119 1,001 1,002 

9 0 2.000 0 
34 3,913 4,411 4.472 3.852 
I 2  752 896 847 80 1 
5 92 370k 384 78 
7 385 792 465 71 2 

14 1.141 1,571 1.736 976 

27 909 2,386 2,378 917 
13 153 1,644 (21)e 1.685 (21)e 112 
6 1,050 1,020 

18 5,248 4.937 
22 1,966 2,255 2,118 2,103 

21 5,735 6,098 5,610 6,224 

5 218 539 463 294 
33 10,5991 11.034 

24 8,3841 9,213 

9 2,215 1,821 

9 1,525 1,446 
44 4.628 1,546 7,366 4,789 
6 129 449 462 116 

10 1,024 3,106 2,684k 1,446 
15 7,692 
7 4,495 
9 3.197 

18 1,424 1,558 
9 730 800 
9 694 758 

__ ___-- 

51 1.080 2.112 1,948 1,304 
16 2,275 2.093 2,073 2,295 

As percent Change In 
of f I led pendlng 

Dls- pend- Per- 
posed Ing Number cent 

93 61 89 13 
96 43 15 I 1  
92 68 74 14 

102 68 -46 -3 
107 (-874) 

101 (-129) 

End 

89 90 i i a  13 

0 0  
101 87 -61 -2 
95 89 49 7 

104 21 -14 -15 
59 90 327 85 
Ill 62 -165 -14 

loo 38 8 I 
102 7 -41 -27 
97 (30) 
94 (31 1 )  
94 93 137 7 

92 I02 488 9 

86 55 76 35 
104 

82 I3941 

95 179) 
98 63 161 3 

103 26 -13 -10 
86 41 422 41 

- 
109 (-1341 
110 ( -70) 
109 ( -64) 
90 60 224 21 
99 l l 0  20 I 

Per Judge Per 100.000 population 

Dls- End 
Fl led  Dlsposed F I led  posed pendlng 

159 148 33 31 20 
120 115 9 9 4 
I82 168 24 22 16 
182 186 87 E9 59 
220 236 54 58 24 I 
112 100 40 35 36 
245 249 105 106 

222 38 0 
130 132 39 39 34 
75 1 1  16 16 15 
74 17 13 I3 3 

I13 66 34 20 31 
112 124 44 48 21 

88 88 59 58 23 
126 130 39 40 3 
175 170 18 18 
292 274 57 54 
103 96 46 43 43 

290 267 83 76 85 

108 93 43 31 23 
32l1  334 601 62 

3491 384 47l 52 

246 202 13 IO 

169 161 27 25 
172 167 70 68 44 
75 77 15 16 4 

311 268 124 107 58 
481 65 
642 38 
355 21 

79 E7 32 35 
81 E9 16 18 
77 E4 16 17 
43 38 16 14 I O  

131 130 54 53 59 

Note: For lncIus1on on t h l s  table, a case 1s deflned as any appeal, a l g l n a l  proceedlng, request to appeal. OT sentence revlew o n l y  case. 
A l l  available data a re  entered I n  the tab le  and a l l  approprlate calculat lons are Included. Blank spaces lndlcate tha t  e l ther  the data are n o i  aval lable o r  the calculations were 

not approprlate. Numbers appearlng I n  parentheses. representlng the number of requests t o  appeal t h a t  were granted, were not Included I n  the calculatlons. 

-- = Not appllcable. 

aCOurt Jur lsdlct lon:  
The Loulslma Courts of Appeal, Oklahoma Court o f  Appeals. Tennessee Court of Appeals. and Texas Court o f  C l v l I  Appeals have Jur lsd lc t lon  over c l v l l  cases only.  
The Comrmnwealth Court of Pennsylvanla handles cases lnvolv lng Of f Ic Ia Is  or o f f l c e r s  o f  the Comrmnwealth of Pennsylvanla only. Other Interwedlate appellate cases are heard I n  the 

Superlor Court. 

A request t o  appeal granted I s  not counted as a disposed request t o  appeal or as a f l l e d  appeal. 

loata are not corrplete: 

%ases are not Included In the  t o t a l  t o  m o l d  double countlng: 
I t  Is  counted as a dlsposl t lon only when the  rssu l t lng  appeal I s  disposed. 

The numbers of requests t o  appeal granted are the numbers appearlng I n  parentheses I n  the  table. These numbers are no t  lncludea In the  calculated figures. 

Callfornla--Total cases pendlng do not Include o r lg lna l  proceedlngs. 
New York--Appellate DIv1sIons of the  Suprewe Court--Total cases f l l e d  do not Include a l l  a l g l n a l  Jur lsdlct lon cases. 

laa--The f lgure glven as f l l e d  1s the number Of cases transferred to t h l s  murt by the Io*. Suprene Court. 
re ta lns  som of them, and transfers sow t o  the Court o f  Appeals fw dlsposltlon. 

Oregon--In 1978, the  court heard m a l  argumsnts for 1.635 cases, and an addl t lonal  199 cases were submltted t o  the  cwrt t h e  record and attorney's brlefs. 

kAddltlonal I nfornat Ion : 
A l l  appel late cases I n  Iowa we l n l t l a l l y  f l l e d  wi th the Suprewe Court. I1 
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TABLE 10: Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1978. 

Courts reporting dispositions by opinion. Number and percent of cases disposed by opinion, by 
case type. Total cases disposed by opinion, total cases disposed, and number of justicedjudges 

Cases disposed of by apin lon 

State and c o u r t  leve l  C l v l  I Cr I m l  na I 
appeals appeals 

Pob t- 
Juveni le  c o n v i c t i o n  Tots  I 
*peals  appeals eppea1s 

b Of I of I Of z of I Of 

category category category category category 
disposed d l  sposed d l  sposed d l  s p e d  d i  s p s e d  

Intermediate a p p e l l a t e  cour ts  of by of  by of by of by of by 
Nunber cplnlon Nurber cplnlon Nunber c p i n l o n  Nunber c p l n l o n  Nunber op ln lon 

Alabama--Court o f  C i v i l  Appeals. .......... X NH 
Court of Cr iminal  Appeals... ............ NH X 

Arizona--Court of Appeals..... ............ 207 31 116 1 1  34 12 8 21 365 
Cal i forn ia- -Cour ts  of Appealm ............. 2,408 54 3.278 80 

II I1nois--Appel l a t e  Courtm ................ 1,246 56 841 36 2.087 
Colorado--Courts o f  Appeals............... 

Indiana--Court o f  Appeals ................ 
Iowa--Court of Appeals .................... 

................ 80 305 Kansas--Court of Appeals.. 202, 60 103 

Massachusatts--Appeals Court.............. 
M a r y l a n d - C o u r t  o f  Special Appeal d....... 

Michigan--Court of Appeals. ............... 
New Jersey--Appellate D i v i s i o n  of  

Superior Courtm ......................... 
New Mexlco--Court o f  Appeals........... ... 
New York--Appel l a t e  D i v i s i o n s  of  t h e  

Supreme Cour t  ........................... 

Kentucky-Court of Appeal sJ ............... 1,04€J 2 4 d  1,289J 

Missouri--Court of Appeals. ............... 553 48 428 69 981 

North Carol ina--Court o f  Appeals 5 4 d  100 489 100 Cjl .......... 
Ohio--Court ofAppeals ..................... 2.016 501 ,213 41 
Oregon--Court o f  Appeals. ................. 
Pennsyivanla--Superior Cour t  .............. 

Commonwealth Court ...................... 
Texas--Courts of C i v i l  Appeals ............ X NH 
Washington--Court of Appeals .............. 4 8 d  43 4601 74 

1,035 
3,289 

9 4 d  

Courts of l a s t  r e s o r t  I n  s t a t e s  without 
in termediate appel l a t e  c o u r t s  

Alaska--Supreme Courtm.. .................. 105 47 94 72 0 0 0 0 0 0 199 

Connecticut--Supreme Court ................ 145 48 41 84 186 

Hawaii--Supreme Court ..................... 41 49 45 63 92 ................... 155 Idaho--Supreme Court'".. lOd 61 3 d  49 15 48 ) ( J )  

Arkansas-Supreme Cour t  ................... 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia--Court o f  Appeals.... 

Ma I ne-Supreme Judl ti a l  Court.. ........... 220 85 161 14 .................. Id 17 14 1d Minnesota--Supreme Court 53 14 
Mi ssissippl-Supreme C o u r t j  ............... 
Montana--Supreme Court .................... 
Nevada--Supreme Cour t  ..................... Nebraska--Supreme Court ................... 210 12 113 40 22 61 

381 
83 

6 5 d  

9 43 354 

New Hampshire--Supreme Court.............. 
Nor th  Dakota--Supreme Court ............... 
Oklahoma--Court o f  Cr iminal  Appeals....... NH 
Puerto Rlco--Supreme Court ................ 
South Carolina--Supreme Court ............. 
South Dakota-Supreme Court"'.............. 

X 

Texas--Court of Cr iminal  Appeals .......... NH 
Utah--Supreme Court ....................... 
Vermont--Supreme Court .................... 
vrrgrnls--supreme h u r t  ................... 
West Virginla--Supreme Court o f  Appeals ... 
Wisconsin--Supreme Cour t  .................. 
Wyming--Supreme Court .................... 

516 20 516 

i o 1  
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O r l g l n a l  Requests Sentence 
proceedings to appeal review on1 y 

B of I of z of Number of 
category category category Total  Number cases disposed Number of cases 
disposed disposed disposed cases Of of by op ln lon  disposed of by Number of 
of by of by of by dlsposec of Total Just ices/  as percent of op ln lon  per op ln lons  

Number oplnlon Number cp ln ion  Number op in ion  by oplnlons Olspos l t lons  Judges d l s p s l t l o n s  .i udge per judgs 

229 346 3 66 76.3 
318 8381 5= 38 I 63-S  

15 6 380 2,229 12 17 31.7 

554 1.001 10 55 55.4 

407 9 6,09J" 13,211 57.5c 46 I 06c ( 103.6)m 

2,0877 4,472 34c 47 61.4 ( 57.1)" 

8 3 9  647 I 2  98 69.4 ( 69.4)' 
329 384 5 86 65.8 
305 465 7 66 43.6 

l j  I ,29d 1,736 14 74i 92. l j  
283 1,020 6 28 47.2 
9 9 d  1,685 13 59j 76.d 

2,550 4.937 18 52 141 -7 
1.01 2 2.1 I 8  22 48 46.0 

3.032" 5,610 21 54 144.4 ( 1 5 8 . l P  
I55 463 5 33 31 - 0  

565 9,213 2 4= 

1,035 1,446 9 
218 35 3,507 7,366 44 

810 2,684 9.5c 
2,416 7 

7 69 9 
1,729 1,948 51 

9 8 d  2,073 16 

6 23.5c 

72 115.0 
48 79.7 
30 85.3C 

345.1 
85.4 

4 7 j  61 .$ 
89 33.F 

5 20 13 IO 31 72 248m 560 5 44 49.6 ( 47.4)'" 
555 657 7 84 79.3 
186 418 6 45 31 - 0  
352 1,367 9 26 39.1 

5 24 97 187 5 52 19.4 
2 9 1577 301 5 52 31.4 ( 31.4Im 

381 538 7 71 54.4 
9 9 ( j )  92 688 9 13 10.2 

6 5 d  892 F 741 72 .SCJ 
269 475 5 57 53.8 
354 631 7 56' 50.6 
227 83 1 5 27 45.4 

235 318 5 74 41.0 

249 640 3 39 83.0 
66 1,245 7 5 9.4 

274 684 5 40 54.8 
244" 331 5 7 4m 48.8 (40.61"' 

516 4,077 9 13 57.3 
399 635 5 63 79.8 

1 8 102 358 5 28 20.4 
149 1,931 7 8 21.3 
191 740 5 26 38.2 
242 838 7 29 34.6 

133 17gi 5 741 26.6 

105'" 147 5 71 21 .o ( 19.4P 

(cont inued on nex t  page) 
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TABLE 10: Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1978. (continued) 

Cases disposed o f  by cg in lon  

State and c w r t  leve l  
post- 

c i v i  I Cr i m I no I Agency Juveni le  conv ic t  ion Tota i 

appeals appeals appeals appeals appeals appeal 5 

I Of I Of b of b of  I of 
category category category category category 
d I sposed disposed disposed disposed di s p s e d  

Intermediate appel la te  cou r t s  o f  by Of by of by o f  by of  by 
Number op in ion  Nunber cp ln ion  Number op in ion Nunber op in lon  Nunber op in lon  

Alabama--Supreme Court.................... 381 

Calltornla--Supreme Cour t  ................. 56 97 32 100 88 
Arizona--Supreme Court.................... 35 67 60 63 104 

Cclffadrr-Supreme Court................... 
Florida--Supreme Court .................... 
Georgla--Supreme Court.................... 

I l l lno ls- -Suprene Court................... 
Indiana--Suprme Cour t  .................... 
Iowa--Supreme Courtm.. .................... 245j 30 109 22 lj I 
Kansas-Supreme Court..................... x 162 92 X 
Kentucky--Supreme Court................... 
Loulslana--Supreme Court.................. 

262 
C j  I 

266 

422 

Massachusetts-Supreme Jud lc la l  Court..... 
Maryland--Court o f  Appeald ............... 
Michigan--Suprema Court................... 
MIssourl--Supreme Court................... 84 62 25 52 
New Jersey-Supreme Courtm................ 
Neu Waxlco--Suprsne Courtm................ 

I 09 
151" 

Neu York--Court of Appeals................ 
North Carollna--Supreme Court............. 55 79 134 
Oregon--Supreme Court..................... 
Pennsylvania--Supreme Court............... 
Texas--Supreme Court....................... NH 
Washington-Supreme Court.. ............... 125 69 25 50 150 

Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data are included i n  the  tab le.  Blank spaces i nd i ca te  t h a t  data were no t  avai lab le.  
A case nas c iass i f1ed  as disposed by op in ion  I f  It was so c l a s s i f i e d  by t h e  s t a t e  annual repor ts ,  e.g., a l i s t i n g  of "per curlan' '  would on l y  
be c l a s s i f i e d  as an opinlon, i f  it w a s  l i s t e d ,  "per c u r i m  opinion." 
The data do not inc lude d issent ing or concurr ing opinions. 

NH Th is  case type Is  not  handled i n  t h i s  court.  
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known to be included i n  the  t o t a l  but  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

Judge I nformat I on : 
Alabama--Court o f  Cr lminal  Appeals--There a re  th ree  supernurnerary judges a lso assigned to t h i s  cour t .  
Cal I f f fn la- -Cour t  o f  Appeal--Although the re  *ere 56 Judges a l l oca ted  o r i g l n a l i y ,  t he re  were 57.5 f u l l - t l m  judge 
I l l ino ls- -Appel  l a t e  Court--Three r e t i r e d  and f i v e  c i r c u i t  judges a l so  served by assignment dur ing 1978. 
Mississlppl--Twenty-eight t r i a l  judges served as temporary canmissioners between Aug. 1, 1976 and Cec. 31, 1978. 
Missouri--Supreme Court--Four commissioners a lso served the Court.  
New York--Appellate D iv l s ions  of t h e  Supreme Court--Eleven j u s t l c e s  and nlne c e r t i f i e d  r e t i r e d  judges Were temporar i ly  assigned t o  t h i s  Court. 
OregOn--Suprm Court--Although the re  were seven judges a l l oca ted  o r i g i n a l l y ,  t he re  were 7.5 f u l l - t i m e  j u d p  equiva lents  dur lng 1978. 

Texas--Courts of C l v i I  Appeals--Nine new judges were added on December 1, 1978. 
Washington-Supreme Court--In addi t ion,  one c m l s s l o n e r  serves t h e  Supreme Court.  

Alabama--Court of Cr iminal  Appeals--Data do not Inc lude p e t i t i o n s  dlsposed of i n  the  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  cour t .  
Nebraska--Requests t o  appeal are not included i n  d i s p o s i t i o n  data. 
Nor th Dakota--Data do n o t  include c e r t i o r a r i  requests to appeal, advisory opinions, o r  o r l g i n i a i  j u r i s d i c t o n  cases. 

Idaho--Civ i l  appeals Inc lude Juven i l e  appeals. Cr iminal  appeals inc lude postconvic t ion remedy cases. 

equivalents. 

Court of Appeais--Aithough the re  were I O  judges a l l oca ted  o r i g i n a l l y ,  t he re  were a c t u a l l y  9.5 f u l l - t i m e  judge equiva lents  dur ing 1978. 

l oa ta  a re  not  canplete: 

JExplanatIon o f  data Included i n  the category: 
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Or ig ina l  Requests Sentence 
Proceedings t o  Appeal Review Only 

d o f  b of  I Of Nunber N u b e r  of 
category category category Total  of  cases disposed Number of  cases 
d I sposed disposed disposed Cases Just ices/  of  by opinlon disposed of by Nunber of 
o f  by o f  by of  by Disposed of Total  Judges as percent o f  op in ion  per op in ions  

Judgs per Judgs d i  s p a  it ions Number op in ion  Nunber op in ion  Number op in ion  by Opinions D ispos i t ions  

381 667 9 57 42.3 
56 6 160 1,065 5 15 32.0 
42 6 130 3,706 7 4 18.6 

322 893 7 36 46.0 
482 2.494 7 19 68.9 
760 1,530 7 50 108.6 

I95 1,246 7 16 27.9 
13 22 275 507 5 54 55.0 

5 31 271 402 7 67 58.7 
227 736 7 31 32.4 

IO 18 432 2,645 7 16 61 -7 

296 7 42.3 
13d 570 7 2 9  I8.d 
96 1,487 1 6 13.7 

109 676 7c 16 15.& 

9 1 0 0  (j ) 357" 1,445 9 25 39.7 ( 39.7)' 

26" 30 1 7 P  1,078 7 16 24.4 ( 21.3)'" 

21gm 626 5 35 43.8 ( 36.0)' 

175 3,298 7 5 25.0 
134 487 7 28 19.1 
264 81 I 7.5c 33 35.ZC 
384 7 54.9 
97 1.115 9 9 10.8 

I 1  92 83 17 244 734 sc 33 27.lC 

Mlnnesota--Agency Appeals data include requests to appeal. 
Iowa--Supreme Court--Civil appeals include agency appeals and pos tconv ic t ion  remedy appeals. Cr iminal  appeals Include sentence r e v i m  

Kentucky-Cour t  o f  Appeais--Of the  f igures  given, 805 c i v i l  and 188 cr im ina l  appeals, and t h e  1 o r i g i n a l  p r o c e d i n g  were "nonpubiished" 

Maryland--Court o f  Appeals--Sixteen o f  t h e  130 oplnlons were "unreported." 
Mlsslssippi--Of t h e  656 opinions. 90 were "unpublished." 
North Carol ina--Court  of Appeals--Civ i l  appeals include agency appeals. 
Washington--Court o f  Appeals--Of t h e  f igures  given, 251 c l v l l ,  295 cr im ina l ,  and 14 other cases were unpublished opinions. 

Alaska--There were 237 actual  opinlons publ ished i n  1978. 
C a l i f o r n l a - C o u r t s  o f  Appeal--There were 5,959 m a j o r i t y  opinions and "by t h e  c a r t "  ma jor i t y  opinions t h a t  disposed o f  6,093 cases. 
ldaho--157 cases were disposed of by 157 m a j o r i t y  or per cur lan  oplnlons. 
I l l l no is - -Appe i  l a t e  Court--The 2,087 cases were disposed of  by 1,940 major i t y  and per cur lan  opinions. 
Indiana--Court o f  Appeals--The 833 cases were disposed of  by 833 opinions. 
Iowa--Supreme Court--The 357 opinions covered 357 cases. 
New Jersey-Supreme Court--These cases r e s u l t e d  i n  149 major i t y  and per cur lan  opinions. 

New Mexico--Supreme Court--The 219 cases r e s u l t e d  I n  180 w r i t t e n  opinions. 
South Dakota--The 244 cases were disposed of  by 203 opinions. 
Wyoming--Supreme Court--These 105 cases were closed by 97 opinions. 

only cases. 

opinions. 

%ategor ies f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

Appe l la te  D i v i s i o n  of  Super ior  Court--The 3,032 cases r e s u l t e d  i n  2,900 opinions. 
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TABLE 11: Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts, 1978. 

Courts grouped by beginning event point. Beginning event to briefs filed, to argument or submission, and 
to decision announced. Argument or submission to decision announced. Type of cases included and 
statistic type (mean or median) 

Beginning Beginnlng Argumnt or Beglnnlng Type 

State and court t i t l e  Type of case 

Courts of l o s t  resort 

Alasha-Supreme Court ............................ 

O l s t r l c t  of Calumbla--Court of Appeals ........... 
Kansas-Supreme Court ............................ 
New Hampshlre--Surpreme Court .................... 
U e w  Mexico--Supreme Court ........................ 
New Jersey--Suprm Court.,...................... 

Oregon--Supreme Court ............................ 
Washlngton--Supreme Court ........................ 
Hawall--Supreme Court ............................ 

Wyomlng--Suprem Court.. ......................... 
Arkansas-Supreme Court .......................... 

Mississlppl-Supreme Court ...................... 
Maryland--Court of Appeals ....................... 
New Jersey-Supreme Court ........................ 
Wlsconsln--Supreme Court ......................... 

Iowa--Supreme Court .............................. 

intermediate appellate courts 

Alabama--Court of C l v l l  Appeals .................. 
Iowa--Court of Appeals ........................... 

Kansas-Court of Appeals ......................... 
Ner Jersey--Appellate DIVISICI I  of Superior Court. 

New MexIco--Court of Appeals.. ................... 

Oregon--Court of Appeals ......................... 

Washington--Court o f  Appeals: 
Dlv ls lon 1 ..................................... 
Dlv ls lon I I  .................................... 
Dlv ls lon Il l ................................... 

Texas--Court of C i v l I  Appeals .................... 
Maryland--Court of Special Appeals ............... 

C I V i i  

cr iminal 
Sentence appeal 
to ta l  cases 
c l v l l  h agency 
c r  I m  i na I 
to ta l  cases 
t o t a l  cases 
t o t a l  cases 

t o t a l  cases 

to ta l  cases 
t o t a l  cases 
c iv i l - - regular  oplnlan 

event event t o  Submlsslon event t o  of 
Beginning to b r i e f s  argunent or to decision declslon s t s t -  

event f i l e d  rubmisalon announced annmnced I s t l c  

notlce of appeal 
notice of appeal 
notice of ippeal 
no t lce  of appeal 
no t lce  of appeal 
not ice of  appeal 
t i l  Ing of record 
notice of appeal 
notice of appeal o r  

notice Of appeal or 
granting c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

grantlog c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
notice of appeal 
notlce of  appeal 
f I I I ng of appeal 

222 293 225 518 
297 369 228 597 
129 135 209 344 
I24 351 121 472 
1 %  273 41 I 
I80 156 336 

92 81 173 
212 42 253 

285 I30 41 2 

246 100 394 
340 

427 I52 580 
860 

civli--memorandum oplnlon f l i l n g  of appeal 5 28 
crlmlnal--regular opinlon f l l l n g  of appeal 806 
crlmlnal--meimrandum 
oplnlon f l i l n g  of appeal 604 

or ig lna i  proceedings-- 
regular opinlon 79 
meim oplnlon 9 

t o t a l  cases docket 1 ng 195 98 293 
C I V I I  f i l l n g  of record 155 18 173 
c r l m l n a l  and post- 
c o w  I ct Ion remedy f I I I ng of record 124 27 150 

t o t a l  cases f l i l n g  of record 306 
to ta l  cases judgmnt I n  lower court 473 
t o t a l  cases dlsposlt lon I n  loner court 299 52 351 
to ta l  cases judgment below 377 1 so 504 

108 598 42 729 C I V I I  opinlons 
criminal oplnions docheted date 94 5 08 56 61 2 
t o t a l  opinions docketed date 104 587 42 704 
c i v i i  ready f w  submission 253 
p r l o r l t y  C l V l l  reedy for  submission 125 
crlmlnal ready for SubmiSSlon 128 
t o t a l  cases ready f o r  submission 198 

docketed date 

to ta l  cases 
C I V I I  

p r l o r l t y  c i v l i  
c r  iml nal 
t o t a l  cases 
c i v l i  
cr iminal 
t o t a l  cases 
t o t a l  cases 
t o r t s  
admi n I s i r  a t  Ive appeals 
workmen's cmpensat ion 
interlocutory appeal 
Other 
criml nal 
a l l  other appeals 
t o t a l  cases 

notice of appeal 
ready for submission 
ready f o r  submission 
ready for submission 
ready far  subrnisslon 
notice of appeal 
notlce of apepal 
notice of appeal 
notlce of appeal 
notlce of appeal 
notice of appeal 
notlce of appeal 
notice of appeal 
notlce of  appeal 
notice of appeal 
notlce of appeal 
notice of appeal 

119 161 21 168 
223 
122 
125 
177 
302 
28 7 

39 E 29 374 
348 17 348 

365 
335 
256 
I30 
321 
190 
196 
192 

to ta l  cases notlce of wpal  336 92 427 
t o t a l  cases notice of appeal 485 46 531 
t o t a l  cases w t i c e  of appeal 409 40 448 
to ta l  cases filing of appeal I80 
to ta l  cases disposlt ion I n  lower c a r t  232 21 253 

- 
m a n  

man 

man 
mean 
m a n  

man 

man 

- 
m a n  

man 

medl an 
man 
med I an - 
m a n  
m a n  
m a n  

m a n  

m a n  

mean 
m a n  

- 
ma" 

m a n  
man 
man 
man 
man 
m a "  
ma" 
ma" 
m a n  
man 
man 
m8" - 

man 
man 

man 

man 

man 
mdlan 
man 

man 

m a n  

man 

mea" 

mea" 

man 

ma" 

- 
ma" 
m a n  
man 

mdian 
median 
mdlan 

man 

- 
ma " 

New Jersey--Appellate Dlv ls lon of  Superlor Court. t o t a l  cases judgment below 440 29 415 mean 

b t e :  Tlnes are often glven in months. fract ions of mnths, of nonths and days. For canparabl l i ty, months were converted t o  days by using 30.5 days per 
mnth.  

Data on t h l s  tab le are apparently for appeals declded on the merits a f ter  a f u l l  revlew by the court, although t h l s  f a d  i s  not usually made e x p i l c i t  i n  
the WuroB documents. The data for  the Washlngton Supreme Cwrt are only for  appeals f l i e d  d i r e c t l y  with the C a r t .  and not f o r  appeals c e r t i f i d  o r  
transferred I ran the Intermediate appellate court. In addit ion t o  regular appeals, the New Jersey Suprem Court data include s a m  cases i n  f i l c h  the 
declslon on the m r i t s  Is made pursuant t o  the argumnt as to whether the c e r t i f l c a t i o n  stwuld be ganted. 

A l l  aval lable data are entered i n  the table. Blank spaces indicate that  the data are not available. 

tFor the tlme the b r l e f s  are t l led,  the following events were used: 
Readiness--Iowa Supreme C w r t ,  Kansas Supreme Court. Iowa Court of 

Data perfected--New Jersey Supr- Court. Washington Supreme C a r t ,  
New Jersey Appellate D i v l ~ i o n  of Superior Court. 
and Washington Court of Appeals 

Appeals, and Kansas Court of Appsals 

A#pellee's brief--Alabama Court of C i v i l  Appeals 
Maturlty--Wyanlng Supreme Court 

A t  Issue--New Mmlco Supreme Court, Oregon Sup-eme Court, and O r q o n  C a r t  
of Appeals 

For the t lm of argumnt OT submisslon, the fol lowlng events * re used: 
Con5lderatlon--MaSsachusetts Appeals C a r t  

For t i m e  declslon annwnced, the fol lowing events were used: 
Opinlon publication--Alaska Suprem Courl 
Final &-cIslon--Orqon Suprme C a r t  and Oregon C a r t  of Appeals 
Oate of r ~ . i t t l t ~ ~ - - W I ~ c o n s i n  Supreme Court 



TABLE 12: Filed cases for appellate courts, 1969-1978. 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data 

State and court t l t l e  Cases f l l e d  
1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 I974 I975 1976 1977 1978 

Courts of last  r e s a t  

Arlrona--Supreme Court.......... 556 679 697. 677 686 749 890 1,023 964 1,111 
Callfwnla--Supreme Court!...... 3.3221 3,4001 3,179l 3.238l 3.139l 3.513I 3,668l 3.704l 3.746l 3,951l . 
Delaware-Supreme Court.. ....... 201 198 176 250 247 255 273 341 364k 361k 

Appeals! .................... 452l 613l 796' 980' 1,128' 1,2211 1,342' 1,327' 1,193' 
I daho-Supreme Court1.. ......... 1827 155' 243' 252' 307' 295' 345' 323l 

Colorado--Supreme Court. ........ 620 568' 544 51 7 606 61 1 553 651 735 854 

D l s t r l c t  of Columbla--Court of 

Kansas-Supreme Court.. ......... 568 341 342 368 438 464. 15b1 
Kentucky--Supreme Court.. ....... 
Loulslana--Supreme Court........ 
Maryland--Court of Appeals I . . . . .  
Mlchlgan--Supreme Court ......... 
Minnesota-Supreme Court ........ 
Mlsslsslppl-Supreme Cart'..... 
Nlssourl--Suprsnrs CourtJ ........ 
Montana--Supr- Court.......... 
Nebraska-Supreme Court]. ....... 
Nevada-Suprere Court ........... 

310 273 315 New Hampshlre--Suprere Court.... 154 I 39 186 I88 240 270 288 
New Jersey-Supreme Court)...... 1391 1701 195) 169l 173' 183) 221 I 232l 225l 1931 

960 
601 
4 l l l  
544 
631 

81 si 

322l 
319 

1,153 1,113 
755 863 
4371 4891 
504 708 
576 584 
462: 455; 

1,ow 1.187J 

362l 4741 
I89 197 

3% 306 

1,144 
1,044 

403l 
658 
603 
563' 
99ai 
256 
44b1 
375 

771 1,160 1,142 1,225 
1.083 1,258 1.606 1,762 2,266 2,405 

3481 304l 2501 175l 173l 174l 
81 1 957 974 1.045 1.503 1.636 
677 781 921 911 1,COl 1,117 
626) 601 I 61 3I 7801 658' 656' 

833' 463 

JBd I , O J  god 1.17d 1,0721 949 
517 239 269 299 

546l 4841 571 716l 607l 646l 
392 434 556 806 1.092 1,031 

409 469 

New Mexico-Supreme Court....... 
Ohlo--Supreme Countj ............ 
Oklahoma-STATE TOTAL ........... 

supreme Court ................. 
Court of Crlmlnal Appeals..... 

Oregon--Supreme Court........... 
Pennsylvanls-Supreme Court..... 
Puerto Rlco--Suprem Court...... 
Rhode Is1 and--Supreme Courtj .... 
Tennessee-Supreme Court1. ...... 
Vlrglnls-Supreme Court ......... 
Washington-Supreme Court ....... 
w Isconsln-supreme h u r t  1 ....... 

255 218 240 295 298 433 500. 558 
Wd 1 , O O d  1,1441 1,20d 1,329 1.4791 

1.339 1,357 1,235 1,281 1,421 1,578 1.806 1,998 
644 726 433 508. 702 735 992 1,019 
695 63 1 802 773 71 9 84 3 81 4 979 
4581 432 558 607 553 667 750 973 

1,424 1,387 1,607 1,696 1,736 
878 995 1,071 1,083 1,204 
324 344 34d 3511 42d 

1911 205l 213l 209l 205l 266' 327l 246l 
1.185 1.380 1,329 1.398 1,249 1,256 1,526 1,672 

450 414 426 497 504 589 
4551 4941 555l 502l 607l 656l 7091 

632 
I ,62d 
2.002 
1,109 

893 
885 

1,549 
1,248 

434 
232' 

1.932 
6JB 
7701 

654 
I ,68d 
1,729 
1,029 

700 
594 

1,944 
1,136 

46d 
13.31 

1,846 
654 
913l 

Intermediate appellate courts 

Arizona-Court of Appeals ....... 671 805 783 875 92 1 1,321 1,725 2,017 2,005 2,183 
C a I I f o r n l s - C w r t s  of Appeal.... 6,530 7,721 8,327 8,194 8,806 9,418 9.936 0,512 11,460 12,337 
Colorado--Court of Appeals...... -_ 373 616 4 26 468 444 858 915 1,128 1,119 
I l l lnols--Appellate Court ....... 1,691 1,856 2.499 3,020 3.044 3,259 4.135 3,973 4,381 4,411 
Loulslana-Courts o f  Appeal..... 1.406 1.416 1,455 1.573 1.589 1,579 2,020 2,189 2,407 2,386 
Maryland--Court of Speclal 

Mlchlgan--Court of Appeals ...... 1,959 2,214 2,336 2.799 3,076 3.579 4,435 4.544 5,274 5,248 
Mlssourl-Court of Appeals I..... 573l 6601 758l 1,097l 1.616l 1.405l 1.552l l1.805 1.797l 1,895l 
New Jersey--Appellate Dlvlslon 

of Super la  Court ........... 2,067 2,449 2.746 3.583 3,883 3.801 4.383 4,819 5.978 6,098 

Appeals1.. .................. 5001 5937 729l 726' 880' 9801 1.154l l1.384 1,383l 1,412l 

New Mtxlco---Court of Appeals.... 168 168 232 235 318 475 51 4 446 576 539 
Ohlo--Caurt of Appeals .......... 3,798 4,311 4.909 5,503 6.869 7.204 7.992 7,546 
Oklahoma--Court of Appeal 5 . .  .... -- -_ 445 472 365 406 327 418 353 449 
Oregon--Court of Appeals........ 563 577 622 766 843 1,046 1,539 1.847 2,348 3.106 
Pennsylvania-STATE TOTAL ....... 3,780 4,474 3,916 5.023 6.067 6,364 7,692 

Superlor Court................ 2,433 2,670 2,203 2.9% 3,631 3.700 4.495 
Cornmanwealth Court ............ 1,347 1,804 1,713 2,027 2.436 2.664 3.197 

Tennessee-STATE TOTAL .......... 860 863 859 1,042 1.092 1,016 1,279 1,330 1,472 1.424 
Court of Appeals .............. 430 488 452 498 494 485 649 6% 758 730 
Court of Crlrnlnal Appeals..... 433 375 407 544 598 531 630 636 714 694 

Texas--Courts of C l v l l  Appeals.. 1.153 1.228 1,328 1,397 1.332 1,502 1.764 1.824 1,969 2.172 
Washlngton-Court o f  Appeals.... 937 1,243 1,244 1,541 1,819 1.777 1,996 2.093 

b t e :  For Inclusion on t h l s  table a case Is deflnec as any appeal, any orlglnal proceedlng, or any request t o  appeal. Requests to appeal are  
counted when a l g l n a l l y  f l l e d  and are not counted agaln I f  granted. The numbers correspond t o  the numbers not I n  parentheses I n  the 
remalnder of t h l s  document. 

A l l  data a re  entered In  the table. Blank spaces lndlcate t h a t  the data are n o t  avallable. 

-- = Not applicable. 

!Data are no t  cmplete: 
CallfornIa--Supreme Court--Data do not Include attorney 

Dlslrlct of Colurnbla--Court of Appeals-Data glven lnclude 

Idab--Supreme Court--Data glven Include only appeals f l led.  
Kansas-Supreme Court--Figure f o r  1978 does not Include 

requests to appeal f l led.  
Maryland--Court of Appeals and Court of Speclal Appeals-Data 

glven Include Only d l r e c t  and dlscret lonary appeals f l led.  
Mlsslsslppl--Suprerm Court--Data glven Include only appeals 

f l led.  
Mlssourl--Court of Appeals-Data glven Include only appeals 

f I led. 
Nebraska--Supreme Court--Data glven Include only appeals 

f I led. 
New Jersey-Supreme Court--Data glven Include only d l rect  and 

dlscret lonary -peals f l led.  
Tennessee-Supr- Court-Data glven Include only appeals 

d lsc lp l lnsry  cases. 

only appeals f l led. 

f l led.  

Wlsmnsln--Supreme Court--Data glven Include only appeals, 
or lg lna l  actlans, and d lsc lp i lnary  cases f l i e d .  

jExplanatlon of data locluded In the category: 
Mlssourl--Suprene Cwrt--Data glven Include a l l  cases and other 

pro-dlngs f l l e d  wlth the court. 
Ohlo--Sup-m Cwrt--Data glven Include aI I cases f I led wl th  the 

court and requests t o  appeal granted. As a r e s u l t  the requests 
to appeal gsnted are  cwnted t r l c e  I n  t h l s  tal ly--once when 
they *ere f l l e d  as requests t o  appeal, and agaln when they wre 
ganted and becane dlscretlonary appeals. 

other p-oceejlngs f l l e d  wlth the c w r t .  
Rhode Island--Supreme Court--Data glven Include a11 cas85 and 

kAddltlonal In formt lon:  
Delarare--Sup-snrs Cwrt--The f lgures glven f o r  the 1977 and 1978 

court years cover the calendar year. A l l  other f lgures gl-n 
for  t h l s  c a r t  are based on the f lsca l  year. 

PData rere not  avallable for a l l  courts I n  the state. 

*lndlcates the year the lntermedlate appellate court began operatlon. 



TABLE 13: Number and percent change in filed cases year to year and for 10-year period for appellate courts, 

Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data 
1969-1978. 

Number and percent change I n  cases f i l e d  

State and court t i t l e  
1969 t o  1970 1970 t o  1971 1971 t o  1972 1972 t o  1973 1973 t o  1974 1974 t o  1975 1975 t o  1976 1976 t o  1977 1977 t o  1978 1969 t o  1978 ~ _ _ _ _ _  

Courts of l a s t  resor t  

Arlzona--Supr- Court........ 123 ( 22%) 18 ( 3%) -20 ( -3%) 9 ( 1%) 63 ( 4) 141 ( 19%) 133 ( 15%) -59 ( -6%) 147 ( 15%) 555 (1001) 
Callfornla--Supreme Court1. ... 78 ( 2%)l -221 ( -6X)l 59 ( 2b)I -99 ( -3%11 374 ( 12%)l 155 ( 4S)I 36 ( 1 % ) '  42 ( 1%)' 205 ( 5%11 625 ( 191) 
Colorado--Supreme Court....... -52 ( -8%) -24 ( -4%)* -27 ( -5%) 89 ( 17%) 5 ( 1 % )  -58 ( -94) 98 ( 18%) 84 ( 13%) 119 ( 162) 234 ( 4og) 
Delaware--Supreme Court....... -3 ( - 1 % )  -22 (-11%) 74 ( 42%) -3 ( -1%) 8 ( 3%) 18 ( 7%) 68 ( 25%) 23 ( 7%)k -3 (<-l%) 163 ( 81%) 
O l s t r l c t  of Colurnbla--Court 

Idaho--Supreme Court I......... -27 (-15b)l 88 ( 571)l 9 ( 4%)' 55 ( 22%l1 -12 ( -4%17 50 ( 17b)l -22 ( 

Kansas-Supreme Court......... -27 ( -7%) 1 ( 0%) 26 ( 851 70 ( 19%) 26 ( 6%)' 
Kentucky--Supreme Court....... 193 ( 201) -40 ( -3%) 31 ( 3%) 16 ( 1 % )  -18 ( -2%) 83 ( 7 % )  392 (-3221* -37 (-44%). 308 ( 6B) -189 (-20%) 
Loulslana--Supreme Court...... 154 ( 26%) 108 ( 14%) 181 ( 21%) 39 ( 4%) 175 ( 16%) 348 ( 28%) 156 ( lO%l 504 ( 3011 139 ( 6%) 1.804 (300%) 
Maryland--Court o f  Appeals l... 26 ( 6%)l 52 ( 12%)l -86 -55 1-14%11 -44 (-13S)l -54 (-16%11 -77 (-3l%)l -2 1 ( <lS)l -237 (-581 
Mlchlgan-Supreme Court....... -40 ( -7%) 204 ( 40%) -50 ( -7%) 153 ( 23%) 146 ( 16%) 17 I 2%) 71 ( 7%) 458 ( 44%) 133 ( 9%) 1,092 (2011) 
Mlnnesota--Supreme Court...... -55 ( -9%) 8 ( 1%) 19 ( 3%) 74 ( 12%) 104 ( 1511 140 ( 18%) -10 ( -1%)  90 ( 10%) 116 ( 122)  486 ( 772) 
Mlsslsslppl-Supreme Court1. .. -7 ( - 1 % ) '  108 ( 24%)' 63 ( 1 1 % ) '  -25 I -4L)I 12 ( Z%)I 167 ( 271)l -342 (-44211 -2 (< - IS ) '  

Montana--Supreme court........ 8 ( 4%) 39 ( 20%) 3 ( 1 % )  30 ( 13%) 30 ( 1 1 % )  110 ( 37%) 60 ( 15%) 48 ( l o l l  
Nebraska-Supreme Court1...... 40 ( 1 2 % ) '  112 ( 31%11 -28 ( 100 ( 22%j1 -62 ( - l I % ) l  87 ( 1 1 3 % ) ~  145 ( 251)l -109 (-155)l 39 ( 62)l 324 (1011l1 
Nevada-Supreme Court......... 77 ( 24%) -90 (-23%) 69 ( 2291 17 ( 4%) 42 ( 1 1 % )  122 ( 28%) 250 ( 45%) 286 ( 35%) -61 ( -62) 712 (22311 
New Hampshlre-Supreme Court.. -15 (-10%) 47 ( 54%) 2 ( 1 % )  52 ( 282) 30 ( 12%) I8 ( 7 % )  -15 ( -52) 42 ( 152) -5 ( -21) 156 (1012) 
New Jersey--Supreme Court1.. .. 31 ( 22%)' 25 ( 15%)l -26 (-13%)l 4 ( 2%)' 10 ( 6b)I JB ( 21%)1 1 1  ( 5%)l -7 ( -3%11 -32 (-141)l 54 ( 39%) 
New Mexlccr-Supreme Court..... -37 (-14%) 22 ( 10%) 55 I 23%) 3 ( 1 % )  135 ( 45%) 67 ( 15%) 58 ( 1 2 % )  74 ( 13%) 22 ( 31) 399 (1561) 
Ohio--Supreme CowtJ.......... 96 I l l % ) j  143 ( 14s)J 59 ( 5%)J 120 ( ia)J 156 ( 12%)J 1 4 8  ( i w ) J  57 ( 4s)J 
Oklahoma-STATE TOTAL......... 18 ( 1 % )  -122 ( -9%) 46 ( 4%) 140 ( 1 1 % )  157 ( 1 1 % )  228 ( 14%) 192 ( 1 1 % )  4 ( <IS) -273 (-14%) 390 ( 2921 

Supreme Court ............... 82 ( 13%) -293 (-40%) 75 ( 17%) 194 ( 3821' 33 ( 5%) 257 ( 35%) 27 ( 3%) 90 ( S) -80 ( -7%) 
Court of Crlmlnal Appeals ... -64 ( -9%) 171 ( 27%) -19 ( -4%) -54 ( -7%) 124 ( 17%) -29 ( -3%) 165 ( 20%) -86 ( 9%) -193 (-22%) 5 ( <IS1 

Oregon-Supreme Court......... -26 ( -6%)" 126 ( 29%) 49 ( 9%) -54 ( -S) 114 ( 21%) 83 ( 122) 223 ( 30%) -88 ( 9%) -291 (-33%) 136 ( 301) 
Pennsylvanla--Suprem Court... -37 ( -3%) 220 ( 161) 89 ( 52) 40 ( 2%) -187 (-11%) 395 ( 26%) 
Puerto R l c w - S u p r a  Court.. . . 117 ( 13%) 76 ( 8%) 12 ( 1 % )  121 ( 1 1 % )  44 ( 4%) -112 ( -921 

Tennessee-Supreme Court l..... 14 ( 7%11 8 ( 4%11 -4 I -2%)l -4 ( -2%)l 61 ( Sob)' 61 ( 2 3 l ) l  -81 (-25b)l -14 I + % I 1  -94 (-41111 -53 (-26%)' 
Vlrglnla--Supreme Court....... 195 ( 16%) -51 ( -4%) 6'3 ( 5%) -140 ( - 1 1 % )  7 ( 1 % )  270 ( 21%) 146 ( 1021 260 ( 162) -86 ( -411 661 ( 5621 
Washington-Supram Court..... -36 ( -8%) 12 ( 32) 71 ( 17%) 7 ( 1%) 85 ( 172) 49 ( SI 16 ( 321 
WlsconsIn-Supreme b u r t l . .  . . . 39 ( 9%)l 61 ( 12%)l -53 ( -9%)' 105 ( 21%)l 49 ( 8%11 53 ( 61 ( 9%)'  143 ( 19%)' 

________ ____________ 

Appea I s 1.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161 ( 36%11 183 ( 23%11 184 ( 23%11 148 ( 15%11 93 ( 8%11 121 ( -15 ( -134 

Missouri--Supreme courtj ...... 221 ( 2 7 o j  151 ( i511j -189 (-16%)J -611 (-61%)J 652 (1682)j 135 (-l3%1j 266 ( 292)j -93 ( -8%d -132 (-12z)J 130 ( 161)j 

Rhode I sland--Supreme CourtJ .. 24 ( 7%)j -4 ( -1o j  io ( 31)j 67 ( 19%)J 16 ( 4s1.I 22 ( 5i1J 

lntermedlate appellate courts 

Arlzona--Court o f  Appeals..... 134 ( 20%) -22 ( -3%) 92 ( 12%) 46 ( 5%) 400 ( 43%) 404 ( 31%) 292 
Callfornla--Courts of Appeal.. 1,191 ( 18%) 606 ( 8%) -133 ( -22) 612 ( 7 % )  612 ( 7%) 518 ( 5%) 376 
Colorado--Court of Appeals.... -- 243 ( 65%) -190 (-31%) 42 ( 10%) -24 ( -52) 414 ( 93%) 57 
Ill lnols--Appel4ate Court..... 165 ( 10%) 643 ( 3511 521 ( 21%) 24 ( 1 % )  215 ( 7 % )  876 ( 27%) -162 
LouIslana--Court of Appeal.... 10 ( 1%) 39 ( 3%) I18 I 8%) 16 ( 1 % )  -10 ( -1%) 441 ( 28%) 169 
Maryland--Court of Speclal 

Appealsi .............. .... 93 ( 19%b1 136 ( 23%)! -3 ( -0%j1 154 ( 211j1 100 ( 11%)l 174 ( 18%11 230 
Mlthlgan--Court of Appeals.... 255 ( 13%) 122 ( 5%) 463 ( 2 4 )  277 ( 10%) 503 ( 16%) 856 ( 2411 2 
Mlssourl--Court of Appeals I... 87 I 15%)) 98 ( 15%j1 339 ( 451)l 519 ( 47%11 -211 (-13%)' 147 ( l0%l1 253 
New Jersey--Appellate Olvlslon 

of Superlor Court......... 382 ( 18%) 297 ( 12%) 837 ( 30%) 300 ( 8%) -82 ( -22) 562 ( 15%) 436 

____-____--______ 

New Mexlccr-Court of Appeals.. 
Ohlo--Court o f  Appeals........ 
Oklahoma--Court of Appeals.... 
Oregon--Court o f  Appeals ...... 
Pennsylvania-STATE TOTAL..... 

Supreme Court............... 
Commnwealth Court.......... 

Tennessee-STATE TOTAL........ 
Court o f  Appeals............ 
Court of Crlmlnal Appeals... 

Texas--Courts of i l v l l  Appeals 
Washington--Court o f  Appeals.. 

64 ( 38%) 3 
513 

27 -- 
45 ( 8%) 144 

-4 ( -0%) 183 
-36 ( -7%) 46 

32 ( 8%) 137 
100 ( 8%) 69 

306 _ _  

1 % )  83 ( 35%) 157 ( 49%) 39 ( 8%) -68 
13%) 598 ( 14%) 594 ( l21) 1.366 ( 251) 335 

___- 
17%) -12 ( < - I % )  178 I 91) 1.512 12255) 
411 1,148 ( 1121 877 ( 821 5.807 ( 8%) 
7%) 213 ( 2311 -9 (<-lX) 

-4%) 408 ( l e 1  30 ( < I S )  2.709 (16011 
8%) 218 ( lOZ1 -21 (<- IS1 980 ( 7011 

20S11 -1 (C-l%)l 29 ( 211' 912 (182211 
2%) 730 ( 162) -26 (<-lS) 3.289 (1682) 
161)' -8 (<-11l1 98 ( 51) 1,322 (231%) 

10%) 1,159 I 242) , 120 ( 21) 4,031 (1951) 
-13s) 130 ( 29%) -37 ( -62) 371 (2211) 

5%) 788 ( 1 1 1 )  -446 ( -6%) 
6%) -107 (-23%) 

23%) 77 ( 10%) 
694 ( 18%) 
237 ( 10%) 
457 ( 341) 

21%) 50 ( 5%) 
101) -4 ( -11) 
342) 54 ( 10%) 

5%) -65 ( -5%) 
24%) 1 ( 0%) 

-_____ 
41 ( 1 1 1 )  -79 (-19%) 91 ( 281) -65 (-161) 96 ( 272) 

203 ( 24%) 493 I 47%) 308 ( 20%) 501 ( 27SI 758 ( 322) 
-558 (-121) 1,107 ( 281) 1,044 ( 2111 297 ( 5%) 1.2% ( 212) 
-467 (-172) 793 ( 36%) 635 ( 2 l l l  69 ( 211 795 ( 212) 

-91 ( -5%) 314 ( 1811 409 ( 20%) 228 ( %) 533 ( 201) 
-76 ( -7%) 263 ( 2611 51 ( 42) 142 ( I I S )  -48 ( -31) 564 (. 662) 

-9 ( -2%) 164 ( 34%) 45 ( 7%) 64 ( 911 -28 ( -41) 300 ( 701) 
67 1-11%1 99 ( 1921 6 ( 1 % )  78 ( 122) -20 ( -31) 264 ( 611) 

170 ( 132) 262 ( 17%) 60 ( 3%1 145 ( 81) 203 ( I011 1,019 ( 88%) 
297 ( 24%) 278 ( 16%) -42 ( -22) 219 ( 122)  97 ( 511 

Note: For lncluslon on t h l s  tab le  a case Is defined as any appeal, any o r lg lna l  proceedlng, o r  any request t o  appeal. Requssts t o  appeal are'ccunted when 
o r i g i n a l l y  f l l e d  and are not counted agaln l f  granted. The numbers correspond t o  the numbers not In parentheses I n  the  rernalndwr of t h e  report. 

A l l  avai lable data are entered I n  the tab le  and a l l  apprcprlate calculat lons are Included. Blank spaces lndlcate t h a t  t h e  data a re  not ava l lab le  or 
the calculat lons were not approprlate. 

-- = Not appl Icable. 

"Indicates the year me Intermediate appellate court  began operatlon. 

b t a  are no t  canp1ete: 
Call tornla-Suprae Court--Data do not include a t i o r n y  

D l s t r l c t  of Columbia--Court of Appeals-Data glven Include 

Idaho--Supreme Court--Data glven include only appeals f i l ed .  
Maryland--Court of Appeals and Court of Speclal Appeals-Data 

given Include only d i r e c t  and dlscretlonary appeals f i l ed .  
M1ssissIppI--Suprme Court--Data given Include only appeals 

MissourI--Court o f  Appeals-Data given include only appeals 

Nebraska-Supreme Court--Data given Include on ly  appeals f I led. 
New Jersey-Sup-me Court--Data given Include only d l r & t  and 

d isc ip  I inary cases. 

only appeals f l l ed .  

f i l ed .  

f I led. 

discrst lonary appeals f I led. 

Tennessee--Sup-ene Court--Data glven Include only appeals f I led. 
WiwomIn--Sup.eoe Court--Data given Include o n l y  appeals, o r l g lna l  

actions, and dlsclpl lnary cases f l led.  
JExplanatlon o f  data Included I n  the category: 

p-oceedlrgs t l l e d  w i t h  me court. 
HlssourI--Suprms Court--Data glven Include a l l  cases and omer 

oh lw-fupreme Court--Data given Include al I cases f I led dm m e  
court  and requests to appeal granted. As a resul t ,  m e  requests 4u 
appeal granted are counted twice In m l s  tally--once lhen me/ w r e  
f i l e d  as r q t m s t s  to appeal, and q a l n  h e n  the/ were granted and 
became d l x r e t l o n a r y  appeals. 

omer p-oceedlngs f i l e d  d m  m e  court. 

Delaware-Supreme Court--The f l g u e  given for the 1977 court  year 

RhOde Island--Suprme Cowt--Data glven Include al 1 cases and 

kAddl t l ona l  Infomat lon: 

covers the calendar yew. A l l  other data given fo r  m15 c a r t  
are based on m e  f i s c a l  year. 
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Trial court summary statistics 
This  s e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  t a b l e s  t h a t  d i s p l a y  t h e  

1978 s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  from t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t s .  The 
d a t a  cannot be found i n  publ ished annual  r e p o r t s  
a lone.  A l l  published annual  r e p o r t s  and o t h e r  
a v a i l a b l e  documents from t h e  50 s t a t e s ,  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, Guam, and Puer to  Rico were 
used. Unpublished d a t a  provided by s t a t e  c o u r t  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  or o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  were a l s o  used. 

I n  t h i s  1978 Annual Report t h e  number of s t a t e s  
wi th  t r i a l  c o u r t  d a t a  d isp layed  has  i n c r e a s e d  from 
44 s t a t e s  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia i n  1975, t o  
49 s t a t e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, Guam, and 
Puer to  Rico i n  1977 and 1978. The number of c o u r t s  
d i sp layed  has  increased  g r e a t l y  over 1975. The 
major reason f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s e  has  been t h e  a d d i t i o n  
of s t a t i s t i c s  from l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  
Court systems t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  1975 Annual 
Report have provided more d a t a  as s t a t e  c o u r t  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t o r s  have become aware of t h e  NCSP d a t a  
needs. Severa l  s ta tes  t h a t  submit ted no d a t a  f o r  
t h e  1975 r e p o r t  have s i n c e  changed or improved 
t h e i r  d a t a  systems t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  they now 
provide d a t a  f o r  the  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r i e s .  

T r i a l  c o u r t  d a t a  received from s t a t e s  a r e  gen- 
e r a l l y  more d e t a i l e d  and e a s i e r  t o  i n t e r p r e t  than 
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  da ta .  However, some very s p e c i f i c  
problems prevent  comparisons of t h e  d a t a  presented  
i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  These problems a r e  (1) the  l a c k  
of uniform c a s e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ;  (2 )  l a c k  of uni- 
form ways of count ing c a s e s ;  ( 3 )  the  l a c k  of com- 
p l e t e  d a t a  repor ted  by the  c o u r t s ;  ( 4 )  q u e s t i o n s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of d a t a  c o l l e c t e d ,  both 
publ i shed  and unpubl ished;  and ( 5 )  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the  c o u r t s .  

The f i r s t  problem i n  comparing d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  
from t r i a l  c o u r t s  i s  t h e  l a c k  of un i formi ty  i n  
case  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and u n i t  of case  count .  Both 
t h e  c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  and t h e  d a t a  c l a s s i f i e d  i n  t h e  
c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  vary from s ta te  t o  s t a t e .  Under 
t h e  case  ca tegory  of  "law," €or  example, one s t a t e  
may use t h e  term " c i v i l  judgment," a n o t h e r  " c i v i l  
complaint ,"  and s t i l l  another  may r e p o r t  the  c a s e  
as "money judgment . I '  This  makes c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of 
t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  d i f f i c u l t .  The l a c k  of un i formi ty  
i n  u n i t  of case  count  causes  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  compar- 
i s o n  of case load  ( s e e  F igures  A and B ) .  Uni t s  of 
count ing  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  may be informat ions ,  in -  
d ic tments ,  or compla in ts ;  t h e  number of defendants ;  
o r  even t h e  number of charges .  C i v i l  c a s e s  may be 
counted a t  t h e  f i l i n g  of  a complaint ,  a t  n o t e  of 
i s s u e ,  o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  p laced on t h e  ca lendar .  

The second problem i n  comparing d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  
from t r i a l  c o u r t s  i s  the  l a c k  of complete s t a t i s -  
t i c s .  Some s ta tes  r e p o r t  only t o t a l  case load .  
Others  r e p o r t  i n d i v i d u a l  case c a t e g o r i e s ,  bu t  omit 
breakdowns w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  c a t e g o r i e s  t o  show what 
i s  inc luded  w i t h i n ,  f o r  example, domestic r e l a -  
t i o n s ,  e s t a t e ,  o r  mental  hea l th .  This  omission 

p r e s e n t s  a problem i n  i n t e r s t a t e  comparisons. In 
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  are s t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  not  c o n s i s t e n t  
i n  t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g  of da ta .  The g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t ,  f o r  example, may give d e t a i l e d  ca tegory  
breakdowns, whereas t h e  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t  
may r e p o r t  only t o t a l  c i v i l ,  c r i m i n a l ,  and j u v e n i l e  
c a s e s ,  o r  not  r e p o r t  a t  a l l .  

The t h i r d  problem r e l a t e s  t o  q u e s t i o n s  of va- 
l i d i t y  of t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d ,  bo th  publ i shed  and 
unpubl ished.  One of  t h e  major f a c t o r s  i n  d a t a  va- 
l i d i t y  i s  t h e  chance of human e r r o r .  Many elements  
(hidden d a t a ,  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  of f i g u r e s ,  double  
count ing of  c a s e s ,  manner used t o  v e r i f y  d a t a )  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  scope of  t h i s  problem. Although 
many v e r i f i c a t i o n  techniques have been implemented 
by s ta te  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and by t h e  Nat iona l  
Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  s t a f f  t o  keep e r r o r s  t o  a 
minimum, t h e  r e a d e r  should understand t h a t  a v e r i -  
f i c a t i o n  process  does not  guarantee  a b s o l u t e  ac- 
curacy. 

The f i n a l  problem i s  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  
m a t t e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  c o u r t s .  In 1978, f o u r  
s t a t e s ,  I l l i n o i s ,  Idaho, Iowa, and South Dakota, 
i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and i n  Guam, handled 
a l l  types  of c a s e s  i n  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  
In o t h e r  s ta tes ,  such as F l o r i d a  and New J e r s e y ,  
genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  process  only  major 
c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  and major c i v i l  a c t i o n s ,  whi le  o t h e r  
c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  a r e  handled by l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  
w e r e  added t o  t h i s  s e r i e s  i n  1976 i n  o r d e r  t o  pre- 
s e n t  a complete  p i c t u r e  of t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t  case-  
load. The 1978 s t a t e  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  i n  P a r t  
I1 show t h a t  t h e  number and types  of t r i a l  c o u r t s  

,vary from s t a t e  t o  s ta te .  This  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  c o u r t  
s t r u c t u r e  must be kept  i n  mind while  examining t h e  
d a t a  i n  t h i s  document. 

The reader  should n o t e  two o t h e r  f a c t o r s  b e f o r e  
reviewing the  t r i a l  c o u r t  t a b l e s .  The f i r s t :  on ly  
s t a t e s  r e p o r t i n g  d a t a  t h a t  could be d isp layed  i n  
s p e c i f i c  c a s e  ca tegory  t a b l e s  ( i . e . ,  f e l o n y ,  r e a l  
p roper ty  r i g h t s ,  s t a t u s  o f f e n s e s ,  e t c . )  were in-  
cluded i n  such t a b l e s .  For t h e  sake  of c l a r i t y ,  
those  s t a t e s  t h a t  d i d  not  r e p o r t  such d a t a  were not  
l i s t e d .  When d a t a  were not  repor ted  by every c o u r t  
i n  the  s t a t e  handl ing t h e  c a s e  type,  t h e  d a t a  t h a t  
were repor ted  have been footnoted  as being incom- 
p l e t e  ( f o o t n o t e  "p") i n  o r d e r  t o  provide t h e  r e a d e r  
wi th  an i n d i c a t o r  of incomplete d a t a  when compar- 
ing case loads .  This  information w i l l  h e l p  d e t e r -  
mine whether c a s e l o a d s  can be compared between 
s t a t e s  o r  c o u r t s .  

The fo l lowing  t a b l e s  a r e  sequenced from a gen- 
e r a l  overview ( n a t i o n a l  case load  t o t a l s  f o r  c o u r t s )  
t o  t h e  more s p e c i f i c  case load  d e t a i l  ( c i v i l ,  crim- 
i n a l ,  t r a f f i c ,  and j u v e n i l e  c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  and 
case load) .  



TABLE 14: Reported national caseload (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, 
and all trial courts, 1978. 
Estimated civil, criminal, juvenile, traffic, and total cases filed and disposed in all trial courts 

Beg inn1 mg End 

Reported and est lmated caseflow pending F I  led Dlsposed pendlng 

civ i l  

A l l  t r l a l  courts: 
Reported C.KIS .................................................................................. 3,623,580 
Number of s tates r e p o r t l n g  canplete data........................................................ 5 

Percent of varlance explalned (R2) .............................................................. 
Estimated nat lonal  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... 
Percent of populat lon represented by canplete data.............................................. 9% 

General J u r l s d l c t l o n  cour ts :  
Reported cases .................................................................................. 2,806,989 
Number of s tates r e p o r t l n g  complete data ........................................................ 25 
Percent of populat lon represented by ccmplete data .............................................. 45% 

L i m l t e d  j u r l s d l c t l o n  cour ts :  
Reported cases .................................................................................. 816,591 
Number of s ta tes r e p o r t i n g  canplete data (44 s t a t e s  handle c l v l l  cases In I l m l t e d  

Percent of populat lon represented by c m p l e t e  data (198,506,000 I s  t h e  populat ion 
J u r l s d l c t l o n  cour ts)  .......................................................................... 6 

I n  t h e  44 states)............................................................................. 16% 

11,372,589 
21 
52% 
93% 

13,000,000 

5,084,556 
43 
82% 

6,288,033 

16 

47% 

9,533,286 
15 
44% 
9 8% 

11.900,000 

4,450,458 
33 
72% 

5,082,828 

13 

44% 

3,912,102 
6 

ID% 

2,951,563 
25 
4 5% 

960,539 

6 

16% 

Criminal  

A l l  t r l a l  cour ts :  
Reported cases .................................................................................. 
Number of s t a t e s  r e p o r t l n g  canplete data ........................................................ 
Percent of a d u l t  populat lon represented by complete data (154,806,000 1s t h e  t o t a l  

a d u l t  populatlon)............ ................................................................. 
Percent of variance exp lalned (Rz) .............................................................. 
Estlmated nat lonal  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... 
Reported cases .................................................................................. 
Number of s ta tes r e p o r t l n g  canplete data ........................................................ 
Percent of a d u l t  populat lon represented by canplete data........................................ 

Reported cases .................................................................................. 
Nutober 01 states r e p o r t l n g  canplete data (46 s tates handle c r l m l n a l  cases I n  l l rn l ted 

j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts)..........................................,............................... 
Percont of a d u l t  populat lon represented by canplete data (143,237,000 I s  t h e  a d u l t  populat ion 

I n  the 46 s t a t e s )  ............................................................................. 

Ceneral j u r l s d l c t i o n  c a r t s :  

L I m l  t e d  j u r  I s d l  c t  Ion c w r t s :  

T r a f f i c  

I, 128,360 
7 

7% 

598,495 
29 

45% 

529,865 

4 

5% 

8,804,329 
17 

38% 
9ob 

I3,700,000 

2,020,918 
45 

86% 

6,783,411 

13 

33% 

7,001,344 
15 

3 4% 
99% 

12,200,000 

1,763,886 
40 

. 79% 

5,237,458 

9 

27% 

1,263,247 
7 

7% 

652,165 
,i¶ 
45% 

61 1,082 

4 

5% 

A l l  t r l a l  courts: 
Reported cases .................................................................................. 1,185,983 51,019,573 40,233,014 1,419.31 I 
Number of s ta tes r e p o r t l n g  complete data ........................................................ 7 18 15 7 
Percent o f  populat ion represented by canplete data .............................................. 7% 39 % 35% 7% 
Percent of variance expla ined (R2). ............................................................. 93% 99% 
Estlmated nat lonal  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... 57,500,000 51,000,000 

Reported ceSes .................................................................................. 124,977 7,5 16,108 5,101,053 148,674 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s )  .......................................................................... 7 13 IO 7 

I n  t h e  15 s t a t e s )  28% 82% 62% 28 z 

Ceneral j u r l s d l c t  Ion cour ts :  

Number of s t a t e s  r e p o r t i n g  canplete data I15 s tates handle t r a f f i c  cases i n  general 

Percent of population represented by ccmplete data (53,191,000 i s  t h e  populat ion ............................................................................. 
Lfmi ted j u r i s d l c t l o n  cour ts :  

Reported cas~s.................................................................................. 1,061,006 43,503,465 35,131,961 I ,  270.637 
Number of s ta tes r s p o r t l n g  canplete data (46 s tates handle t r a f f i c  cases I n  l i m i t e d  

j u r l s d l c t i o n  c o u r t s )  .......................................................................... 4 13 10 4 

Percent o f  populat lon represented (205,470,000 I s  t h e  populat lon In t h e  46 states).............. 5% 348 25% 5% 

Juvenl l e  

A l l  t r i a l  cour ts :  
Reported Cases .................................................................................. 145,498 1,262.4 I 4  1,063,848 143,687 
Number of s ta tes r e p o r t i n g  complete data ........................................................ 16 35 24 16 

Percent of varlance explained (RZ) .............................................................. 71 % 85% 

Percent of j u v e n l  l e  populat lon represented by conplete data (64,260,000 Is t o t a l  
j u v e n i l e  population)....... ................................................................... 33% 65% 5 3% 33% 

Estimated nat ional  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... 1,450,000 1,380,000 

Reported cases.. ................................................................................ 92,687 709.077 611,975 102,138 

J u r l s d l c t l o n  c o u r t s )  .......................................................................... 13 24 18 13 

populat lon In  t h e  31 s t a t e s )  .................................................................. 4 5% 7 6% 6 7% 45% 

General J u r l s d l c t i o n  cour ts :  

Number of s tates r e p o r t l n g  canplete data (31 s tates handle j u v e n i l e  cases i n  general 

Percent of Ju ' ren l le  populat ion rspresented by canplete data (39,323,000 Is t h e  j u v e n l l e  

L lml ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts :  
Reported cases...............................................................,.................. 52,811 553,337 451 ,873 41,549 

Number of s ta tes r e p o r t l n g  c m p l e t e  data (28 s tates handle j u v e n i l e  cases I n  l i m i t e d  
J u r l s d l c t l o n  c o u r t s )  .......................................................................... 5 15 I i  5 

populat ion In t h e  28 s t a t e s )  .................................................................. 17% 43% 35% 17% 
Percent of Juveni le  populat lon represented by complete data (36,609.000 I s  t h e  j u v e n l l e  

(continued on next page) 
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Reported and est imated casef lou pendl ng F i l e d  Disposed pendlng 

Tota l  

A l l  t r i a l  cour ts :  
Reported caSBs ............................................................................. 6,2716,271,588 73,530,552 59.29.012 6,953,264 
Number of stitetes r e p o r t i n g  canplete data ....................................................... 2 14 IO 2 
Percent o f  populat ion represented by complete data .............................................. < I %  31% 27% <I% 
Estlmated nat ional  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... 

General j u r l s d i c t i o n  courts: 
Reported cases .................................................................................. 3,719,893 15,421,511 12,122,821 3,963,738 
Number of s t a t e  r e p o r t i n g  complete data ....................................................... 20 41 33 20 
Percent of populat ion represented by canplete data .............................................. 31% 77% 67% 31% 

L I m i  t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts :  
Reported cases .................................................................................. 2,551,695 58,133,663 47,086,185 2,989,526 

Percent o f  populat ion represented by canplete data (205.470,OOO I s  t h e  populat lon I n  
Number of s ta tes r e p o r t i n g  complete data (46 s t a t e s  have l i m i t e d  j u r l s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s 1  ........... I 12 8 1 

t h e  46 s t a t e s )  ................................................................................ < I  % 31 % 27% < I  % 

Note: The only data Included In t h i s  t a b l e  a r e  t twse f r a n  t h e  50 s t a t e s  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. Data f r a n  Puerto R i c o  and Guam a r e  not  included I n  t h i s  t & l e .  
To ascer ta in  t h e  s tates t h a t  repor ted data i n  any category, r e f e r  t o  Table 15 f o r  general j u r l s d l c t l o n  cour ts  and Table 16 for I l m l t e d  j u r i s d l d l o n  courts. 

Reported cases: 
The repor ted cases t o t a l s  f o r  a l l  t r i a l  courts, general j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts, and f o r  l i m i t e d  j u r l s d l c t l o n  c a r t s  inc lude a l l  data repor ted by any c a r t  I n  
each s tate,  whether OT not  t h e  data were canplete. 

The number of  s ta tes whose t o t a l  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  category was complete, t h a t  is ,  d i d  n o t  have footnotes lli'* or p attached. 

State populat ion f i g u r e s  used are t h e  r e v i s e d  1978 Bureau of t h e  Census estimates and t o t a l  222,093,000 for  t h e  50 s t a t e s  and t h e  D l s t r i d  o f  Columbia. 

Estimated nat ional  t o t a l s  are t h e  cummulatlve t o t a l s  of a l l  repor ted s t a t e  t o t a l  data t h a t  were complete p l u s  t h e  estimated data for each s t a t e  f o r  whom 
canplete f i g u r e s  were not avai lab le.  The procedure used to est imate incanplete and misslng data I s  discussed i n  Appendix A o f  t h i s  voiums. 

The R2 s t a t i s t i c  glves t h e  percent of the v a r i a t i o n  I n  t h e  repor ted caseflow t h a t  I s  explained by t h e  v a r i a t i o n  of  t h e  independent v a r i c b l e  used I n  p r e d i c t i v e  
equation. 
Each of  t h e  p r e d i c t i v e  equations had an associated R2 t h a t  was s t a t i s t i c a l  Iy  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  I n  that ,  t h e  p value for each of  t h e  R2 was less than .Ol. A 
s i g n l f l c a n c e  level  of p<.O1 ind icates t h a t  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  magnitude w i l l  occur by chance less than one t i re In one hundred, la., that ,  were t h e r e  no 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  independent and dependent var iab les we would f i n d  t h i s  large an R2 value less than one o u t  o f  every hundred tlmes, due only t o  
chance. 

Number o f  s ta tes r e p o r t i n g  canplete data: 

Percent of populat lon represented by canpiete data: 

Estimated nat ional  t o t a l s :  

Percent o f  variance explained: 
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TABLE 15: Reported general jurisdiction caseload, 1978. 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state population and number of judges 

Sta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

Alabama--Circuit ...................... 
AI aska--Superlor Court1 ,6 ...................... 
Arlzonw-Superior ..................... 
Arkansas-STATE TOTAL .......................... 

Chancery and Probate Court1 .................. 
Californ!a--Super[or Courtl.8 .................. 

Circuit b u r t l , 6  ............................. 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL .......................... 
D l s t r l c t  Court, Denver Super ior  Court, Denver 

Juvenl le Court, and Denver Probate Court1 
Water Court1 ................................. 

bnnect lcu t - -super io r  Courtl,B ................. 
Delaware--STATE TOTAL .......................... 

Superior Courtl,B ............................ 
Court of Chancery1 ........................... 

' D l s t r l c t  o f  Columbla--Superlor Court2,8 ........ 
F l o r 1  de--Clrcu I t Court ,g ...................... 
&orgla--Super!or ~ o u r t i . l , g  .................... 
Guan--Superior C ~ u r t l , ~ . .  ....................... 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ............................ 

C l r c u l t  Courtl,8 ............................. 
Land Court '  .................................. 
Tax Appeal Court1 ............................ 

*Idaho--STATE TOTAL ............................. 
District Court l ,8 ............................ 
Maglstrates D l v l ~ i o n ~ , ~  ...................... 

*I I I I no1 s - * i rcu l  t h r t l . 7  ..................... 
Indiana-STATE TOTAL ........................... 

Superlor Court and C i r c u i t  ........... 
Crlmlnai  / h u r t  of Marlon ~ o u n t y l . 7  ........... 

* loua- -D ls t r l c t  Court1,6 ........................ 

Beginning pending F i l e d  
C l v l I  Cr iminal  T r a f f l c  Juven i le  Total  C l v l I  Cr lminal  T r a f f l c  Juven i le  Total  

NH 70,465 23,326 NH 17,229 111,090 
12,089 410' NH 12,49gi 11,370 1,190 NH 1,296 13,856 
76,691' 5,766 NH 240' 82,697l 79,587l 14,005 NH 1,207l 94,799l 
56,811' 8,9581' NH NH 65.7691.1' 67,275 14,284 NH NH 81,559.j 
17,691 8,95d NH NH 26,64d 24,408 14.28d NH NH 38,692J 

NH 42,867 39.1 20 ' NH NH NH 39.1 20 42,867 NH NH 
NH 563,355 58,077 NH 105,227 726,659 

3.09oP 12,415 NH X 92.136 93, I 7 1  15,025 NH 16,782 124,984 

X 12,415 
3.090 NH 

34.258 3,851 
10,921 1,594 
3,423 1,594 
7,498 NH 

20,743l 4,815 

104,436l 25,603' 
6,913 340 

24,127 2,567 
24,019 2,567 

83 NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6,585' 
NH 

3,145' 
3,303 

95' 
9 5' 
NH 

X 89,046 
NH 3,090 
NH 38,109 
NH 12,515 
NH 5,017 
NH 7,498 

1,224 33,367l' 

NH 133.1841 
381 10,937 

3,414 30,20Y 
3,414 30,095' 

NH 83 

90,309 
2,868 

28,089 
6,672 
3,915 
2,757 

158,286 
262.355 
110,697 

4.490 
22.716 
22,616 

53 

15,025 NH 16,782 122,116 
NH NH NH 2,868 

NH 31,960 3,871 NH 
NH 9,965 3,293 NH 

3,293 NH NH 7,208 
NH NH NH 2.757 

28.332 53.35F 6.384 246.361' 
95.842 NH 76,723l 434,9201 
42,023 12,807 NH 165.527 

685 18,512 935 24.622 
2,097 81' 7.756 32,656 
2,097 81' 7.756 32,550' 

NH NH NH 53 

25 NH NH NH 25 47 NH NH NH 47 

25,018 6,972 5,639' 2,346 39.97Y 48,172 29,219 213,358 7,915 298.664' 

17,530 5,771 5,637' 2.343 31.281' 39,689 26,106 213,341 7,914 287,05F 

438.312' 81,8111 13,116 533,239l 689,701 517,975 6,397,0905 29,183 7,633,94gS 

211,183 27,019 6,25Y 10,462 254.923' 200,991 44,123 83,878 16,978 345,971' 
211,183 26,279 6 ,25y  10,462 254,18F 200,991 42.199 83,87F 16,978 344,047' 

7,488 1,201 2' 3 8.694' 8,483 3.113 1 5' 1 11.612' 

NH 740 NH NH 740 NH 1.924 NH NH 1,924 
53,154l 55,266 21,406' 129,8261r 143,817 177,024 190,676 6.195 517,lOEF 

Kansas-Dlstr lct  ...................... 31,6211 7,919 39,540' 92,076l 25,211 267.146 25,971 410,3981r 

Kentucky--Clrcui t  Court', ....................... NH NH 54,845 IO, I 3 2  NH NH 64,977 
Lou ls lana- -D ls t r l c t  Courtl,8. ................... NH NH 141,000 229,541 NH NH 370,541 

Malne--Superlor ....................... 8,293l 1,900 400' NH 1 0.593ir 8,023 5,444 2.216' NH 15,683r 
Maryland--Clrcul t  ..................... 85,459 13,689l NH 4,574 103,722l 74,720 36,103 NH 22,371 133,194 

Michigan--STATE TOTAL .......................... 52,786' 8,198IP NH 60,984lP 115,534l 17,744IP NH 199,433'P 
Circuit %ur t l , 9  .............................. 51,9491 8,1981 NH NH 60,147l 115,0391 17,744l NH NH 198,943l 
Court of Claims1 ............................. 837 NH NH NH 83 7 495 NH NH NH 495 

Minnesota--District C o ~ r t ~ , ~ ~  .................. 8,700 2,240 NH 10,9401 16,461 10,678 NH 27,139l 

Mlsslsslppl--STATE TOTAL ....................... NH 57,391 8,082l NH 65,473I 

Chancery Court1 ............................... NH NH 43,627l NH NH 43,627l 

Ccmmon Pleas1,6 ............................. 68,454 9,559 NH 9,410 87,423 79,578 19.020 NH 18,563 117,161 
Montana--Distr ict  Court1,' ..................... NH 25,055 2,842 NH 1,381 29,278 
Nebraska--Dlstr lct  .................... 8,473 2,356 NH NH 10.829 21,272 6,171 NH NH 27,443 

New Hampshire-Superlor C o ~ r t ~ , ~ ~  .............. 19,640 5,483 NH NH 25,123 19,479 7,136 NH NH 26,615 

............... NH NH Massachusetts--Superlor Court1 ,6 85,088 40,810 NH NH 125,898 

............................ Recorder's Court9 NH NH NH NH 

.............................. Circuit Court l .6 NH NH 13,764l 8,082l NH NH 21.846l 

Mlsseur l - -C l rcu l t  Court  and Court of 

Nevada--District C o ~ r t l . l , ~  .................... NH 9.03E1 1,627l NH 708l 11,3731 

New Jersey-Superlor Court and County Court2,6.. 62,819 30,584 NH NH 93,403 74,337 27,084 NH NH 101.421 

.................. NH 3,811 49,328 New Mexlco--Distr ict  NH 2,514 26,406 40,568 4,949 21,547 2,345 



Olsposed End pendlng State pcpulatlon Number of 
ClvlI Crlmlnal Trafflc Juvenlle Total ClvlI Crlmlnal Trafflc Juvenlle Total In thousands judges 
70,740 23,273 NH 15,072 109,085 NH 3,834 112 
IO, 300 1,145 NH 1,063 12,508 13,159 283l NH 13,442l 401 20 

20,253 13,2601 NH NH 33,514 21,846 9.982.1 NH NH 31.82d -- 
36.251l NH NH NH 36,2511 39,9111 NH NH NH 39,911l -- 

74.658l 13,671 NH 1,177I 89,506l 82,31B1 6,100 NH 2701 88,688l 2,518 76 
56,504l 13,2601 NH NH 69,76413 61,757l 9,982? NH NH 71,739Ij 2,241 56 

29 
27 

448.364 51,369 NH 99,347 599,080 NH 22,839 551 
1,969 15,837 NH X 115,154 3,995p 1 1  ,603 NH X 101,966 2,767 105 

X 15,837 NH X 113.191 X 11.603 NH X 97.971 -- 105 
1,963 NH NH NH 1,963 3.995 NH NH NH 3,995 -_ 7 dls t .  j u d p s  serve 

6,062 3,470 NH NH 9,532 11,531 1,417 NH NH 12,948 598 14 
1 1  3,631 3,470 

2,431 NH NH NH 2,431 7.824 NH NH NH 7.824 -- 3 chancel lors 

24.487 3.797 NH NH 28,284 37,860 3,925 NH NH 41,785 3,095 45 

NH NH 7,101 3.707 1,417 NH NH 5,124 -- 
157,340 29,056 53,952r 6,502 246.856 21,702l 4,091 5,992' 1,106 32.891 lr 670 44 
243,321 82,548 NH 71,516l 397,385' NH 9,132 292 
103,4091 39,538l 13,548l NH 156,495j 110,619l 28,3411 3,517l NH 142,477l 5,286 101 
8.953 593 16,948 1,273 27,767 2,450 432 4,876 43 7.792 I02 5 
19,787 1,732 1 0 6  7,751 29,370' 27,056 2.932 7 8  3.419 33,489 929 23 
19.715 1,732 loor 7,751 29,298' 26,920 2,932 7 6  3.419 33,34T 23 

47 NH NH NH 47 89 NH NH NH 89 -- 2 f l n t  c lrcult  

25 NH NH NH 25 47 NH NH NH 47 -- 2 f l r s t  c l rcu l t  
j u d p s  serve 

judges serve 
43,678 28,275 212,219' 7,406 291,578' 29,512 7,916 6,778 2,855 47,061' 91 1 96 

2 28 3,020 IT 2 10,941' 8,065 1.294 4' 9 , M F  -- 7,906 
35,772 25,255 212,206' 7,404 280,637' 21.447 6.622 6.774' 2,853 37.698 -- 43 lawyer and 25 non- 

lawyer maglstrates 

a s s .  c l rc .  judges 
670,629 488,507 4,023.61 I s  26,517 5,209,264' 454,699l 93,024l 16,278 564,0011 11,434 373 c l r m l t  and 269 

183,074 41,478 82,676 16,267 321.48q 229,100 29,664 7.468 11,173 277.40F 5.446 171 
183,074 39,642 82.67W 16,267 321,65T 229,100 28,836 7,468' 11,173 276,577' _ _  83 superlor, and 

84 c lrcu l t  j u d p s  -- NH 1,836 NH NH 1,836 NH 828 NH NH 828 4 
130.3301 158,685 187,094' 5,915 481,6151r 59,436l 73,043 24,283' 156,7621' 2,919 92 dls tr l c t  and 15 

asY)c. d l s t r l d  judges, 
15 regular  ful l - t lne,  

9 substltute full-tlme, 

mag1 strates .  
and 191 part-tlne 

72,813l 25,051 252,688' 9.8611 360,413l' 35,1B1 8.079 43,2081 2,333 70 dlstrlct ,  64 assoc. 
dlst .  and 76 dlst .  
maglstrate judges. 

133 judges, 
51,408 9,440 NH NH 60,848 NH NH 3,651 1 87 

NH NH NH NH 4,073 
1 maglstrate 

6.856 5,349 2.009- NH 14.214' 9,006l 1,995 6 0 T  NH 11,6081r 1,115 14 

NH NH 87,856 35.468 NH NH 123,324 5,743 46 
113,2711 19,094'P NH 197.621'P 55,049) 6,848IP NH 61,897'P 9,202 161 
112,679l 19,094l NH NH 197.029' 54,309' 6,848l NH NH 61,157l -- 138 

62,687 32,875 NH 22.217 117,779 97,492 16.906' NH 4,1903 118,588l 4,212 90 

592 NH NH NH 592 740 NH NH NH 740 -- 1 c lrd .  j u d p  serves 
23 

2 Juvenlle judges 

-- NH NH NH NH 
17.594 10,487 NH 28,081 I 7.566 2.433 NH 9.9991 4,005 70 J u d p s  and 

NH NH 2,488 66 
NH NH 

NH NH 
NH NH 

NH NH 
-- 30 

36 -- 
77,363 18,330 NH 18,054 113,747 70,639 10,249 NH 9,919 90,807 4,871 I16 
20,025 2,442 NH 1,005 23,472 NH 784 29 

NH NH 719 25 
21,403 5.61 1 NH NH 27,014 8,342 2.916 NH NH 11.258 1,561 45 

18.960 6,578 NH NH 25,538 20,159 6,041 NH NH 26,200 894 15 jus t l ces  
70.579 25.651 NH NH 96,230 66,573 32,017 NH NH 98,594 7,356 98 superlor, 108 

cam* Judps 
author 1 zed 

36,955 4,697 NH 4,693 46,345 25,160 2.597 NH 1,632 23,389 1,252 39 

(contlnued on next page) 



TABLE 15: Reported general jurisdiction caseload, 1978. (continued) 

Beglnnlng pending F l  led 
C l v i I  Cr lmlnal  T r a f f i c  Juvenl le  Tota l  C l v i I  Cr lmlnal  T r a f f i c  Juvenl le  To ta l  

State and cou r t  t l t l e  

... NH 96,177 

NH 124,499 

'New York--Supreme Court and County Court'.',* 65,472 9,825' NH NH 75,297' 64.671 31,506 NH 

North Carol Ina-Superlor Court1. l2 80,3693 18,448 NH NH 98,817 71,2213 53,278 NH ............. 
North D a k o t a - - 0 i s t r l d  Court!  ,6 ................ 4,6401 X X I  4,9541' 9,975 1,057 5 1 6  5,709 17.259' ................. NH 210,559 496,872 Ohio--Court of Comnan 152,4101 6,583 NH 19,773 178,766' 254,758 31,575 
Oklahma--Dls t r lc t  Cour t1  ,6 .................... 168.482 45,465l 47,60F 6,273 267,927l' 181,020 59.348 209,052' 8.141 457,561' 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL ............................ 
C t r c u i t  Cour t1, l l  ............................ 
Tax Court1 ................................... 

PennsyIvania-+urt of Cannon Pleasl.8 ......... 
Puerto Rlco--Superior Court l .10 ................ 
Rhode Island--Superior Court l ,6 ................ 
South C a r o l I n s - C l r c u i t  Court1,6 ............... 

'South Dakota--Clrcult  Courtl,1,6 ............... 
Tennessee-SThTE TOTAL ......................... 

C l r c u l t  Court and Cr lmlnal  Court l , l ,6 ......... 
Law and Equlty Courtl,l ...................... 
Chancery Courti, I . . . .  ......................... 
~ o u r t . 9  ....................................... 

Utah--Dls t r lc t  Court',' ........................ 
Vermont Superior Court l .6 ...................... 
v i rg in la - -C l r cu i t  Court l ,8 ..................... 
Washlngton--Superlor C o u r t l , 8  .................. 
West Y f rg tn la - -C l r cu i t  ~ou r t5 .12  ............... 
Wlsconsln- -Ci rcu i t  Court and County ... 

Texas--District and Cr lmlnal  D i s t r l d  

42,154' 4,398 NH 46,552' 
42.0301 4,598 NH 46.428l 

124 NH NH NH 124 
64,066 26.279 NH 6,272 96,617 
41.635 18,210 NH 1.449 61,294 

NH NH 
16,969 9,2321 NH NH 26.201.1' 

77, 171 X X NH 96.871' 
46.985 X X NH 66,68 5' 

3,862 NH NH NH 3,862 
26.324 NH NH NH 26,324 

60,700 16,097 NH 14,523 91,320 
60,562 16,097 NH 14,523 91,182 

1% NH NH NH 1?8 
186,106 72,562 NH 37,365 296,033 
94,351 19.944 NH 5,595 119,890 
6,795 3,181 NH NH 9,976 

28,300 30,30d NH NH 58,608i 
4,4861 2,735l 7,2211 

85,909 28,148 3.359' NH 117.416' 
49,378 28,148 3 ,35F NH 80,885' 

NH 3.868 
32,663 NH NH NH 32,663 
3.868 NH NH 

314,326' 68.434' NH 5,244l 588.0041 296,127l 86,223l NH 12,3291 394,6791 

NH 31,986 22,212 1,261 NH NH 23.473 28.542 3.444 NH 
7, I 25  33 NH NH 7,158 6,892 82 NH NH 6,974 

90,238 14,868 NH NH 105,106 71,975 53,083 NH NH 125,058 
NH 103,946 14,278 NH 17,406 135,630 

NH 6,115 54,054 39,291 11,111 NH 3,097 53,499 37,042 10,897 
134,543 19,824 33.84i1' 4,728 192.9361r 188,406 42,977 82,57q 27,578 341,546 

.................... Wymlog--D1strIct Courti,1.6 3,808) 6041 NH 4,412l 11,583 1,404 NH 957 13,944 

Note: A l l  ava l l ab le  data a re  entered i n  t h e  tab le.  Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data a r e  not aval lab le.  

NH = This  case type I s  not  handled I n  t h l s  cour t .  
X 

*These s ta tes  have a s l n g l e - t i e r  t r i a l  court.  The t r i a l  cour ts  I n  these s ta tes  l l s t e c  here have no I l m i t e d  J u r l s d i d i o n  cou r t s  under them, so Included i n  

The data fo r  t h l s  case type are known to be lncluded In t he  t o t a l ,  but  were n o t  ava i l ab le  by c a t e p r y .  

t h e i r  caseload a re  cases t h a t  would be heard by l l m l t e d  j u r i s d l c t l o n  cou r t s  elsewhere. 

IData are not  complete: 
Alaska-- Cr lmlnal  pendlng data were ava l l ab le  f o r  fe lony cases only. 
Arizona--Clvi i  f l gu res  do not Inc lude adoptlon data f o r  Marlcopa County. Mental hea l th  pendlng and f l l l n g  f i gu res  were not  avai lab le.  Juvenl le  data were 

Arkansas-Chancery and Probate Court--Pendlng and dlsposed data do n o t  inc lude adcptlon, guardlanship/conservatorshlp/trusteeshlp. other  estate.  o r  r e n t a l  

O i s t r i d  of Columbia--Pending data do not inc lude es ta te  cases. 
Florida--No data were ava l l ab le  f o r  Juven l l e  s ta tus  of fense cases. 
Georgla--Pendlng and dlsposed data do n o t  Inc lude cases f l l e d  before Ju ly  1, 1970. 
I l l ino is- -Pendlng data do not Inc lude c l v l l  e s t a t e  cases, cr lmlnal  mlsdemeanon f ran  non-suburban Cook County, o r  any t r a f f l c  data. 
low--No pendlng data were ava l i ab le  f o r  donmstlc re la t l ons ,  estate, cr j u v e n l l e  cases. 

Kansas--Civli and t o t a l  f i l l n g  f lgures do not  Inc lude other  estate cases. 

No j u v e n l l e  pendlng data were aval lab le.  

not  ava i l ab le  f o r  Marlccpa or Yuma Countles. 

hea l th  cases. 

No d lspos l t l on  data w r e  ava i l ab le  fo r  guardlanshIp/conservatorshIp/ 
t r us teesh ip  cases. 

heal th ,  o r  e s t a t e  cases. C l v l I  and t o t a l  dlsposed f lgures do not Inc lude small clalms, adcptlon, o r  mental hea l th  cases. Juvenl le  and t o t a l  d l s p s e d  
f lgures do not  lnc iuda other  j u v e n i l e  cases. 

C l v l I  and t o t a l  pendlng f l gu res  do n o t  lnc lude small clalms, adcptlon, nenta l  

No pending data w r e  ava i l ab le  fo r  t r a f f l c  o r  j u v e n l l e  cases. 
Malne--Clv i l  and t o t a l  pendlng data do not  Inc lude support/custody cases. 
Maryland--Criminal pendlng data do no t  l nc luds  sentence rev lev  only  cases o r  adu l t  offenses agalnst  juvenl ies.  

Mlch lgan--Cl rcuf t  Court-No data were ava l l ab le  f o r  one cou r t  locat lon.  
included I n  t h e  t o t a l  f lgures, b u t  not t h e  major category f l gu res  of c i v l l ,  c r lm lna l .  t r a f f l c ,  and juven l l e .  

Minnesota-+ j u v e n l l e  data were ava i l ab le  f o r  t h i s  cour t .  

Sentence review only cases are not  lncluded 
I n  t h e  t o t a l  cases category, e l t h e r .  

S I X  other  repor ted grand t o t a l  f l l l n g  and d l spos l t l on  f lgures.  These data a r e  
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Sta te  population Number o f  
I n  thousands judges 

259 suvme, 17,720 

69.02d 50,797 NH NH 119,820 82,56d 20,929 NH NH 103,496 

9,268l 987 X X 17,758' 5,265l X X I  5,649Ir 
247,512 30,603 NH 206,258 484,373 157,1411 7,555 NH 24,054 188.750' 
214,317 56.419 201,57Y 6.863 479,176 135,180 48,333l 55.086 7,548 246.141l' 

52,117l 14,973 NH 67,090' 45.027' 5,522 NH 50,549l 
51,979l 14,973 NH ~56,952~ 44,903l 5,522 NH 50,425l 

I38 NH NH NH 138 I 24  NH NH NH 124 
183.785 65.672 NH 37,750 287,207 66,419 29,009 NH 5,887 '101,315 
97,439 23,083 NH 6,085 126,607 38,547 15,058 NH 959 54,564 

27,947 30.86d NH NH 58,8153 17,322 8,6723 NH NH 2 5 . 9 4  

21,478l 116,399Ij C j )  1,458j 139,335j 

NH NH NH NH 

81.198 X X NH l09,95Y 81,882 X X NH 104.328' 

46,600 X X NH 75,361' 49,763 X X NH 72,20Y 

3,427 NH NH NH 3,427 4,303 NH NH NH 4,303 

31,171 NH NH NH 31,171 27,816 NH NH NH 27,816 
275,417l 88.960' NH 12.952' 377,329' 335,036l 65,697l NH 4,6211 405,354' 

24.270 3.305 NH NH 27.575 26.299 1,425 NH NH 27.724 
6,733 76 NH NH 6,809 7,284 39 NH NH 7,323 

64.715 50,539 NH NH 115,244 97,498 17,422 NH NH 114.920 
84,067l 13,817 NH 97,8841 NH 
34,838 6,178 NH 6,251 47,267 41,495 15,830 NH 2,961 60,286 

166,128 38,305 71,583' 26,080 301,096' 157,170 24,601 44,873Ir 6,225 232,869Ir 

102 county judges 
5,739 58 regu la r  and 8 

specla l  Judges 
651 19 

10,795 31 4 
2,913 64 dlst. ,  77 assoc. 

dlst. ,  and 48 spec la l  
judges. 

2,510 76 
75 

1 
11.865 309 
3,115 89 

957 17 
3,041 25 

689 36 
4,462 116 

-_ 
-- 

-_ 58 c l r c u l t ,  26 
c r lm lna l  judges -- 5 

-- 27 chancel lors 
13,498 299 d l s t r l c t ,  10 

c r lm lna l  judges 
1,364 24 

498 8 
5,284 107 
3,886 I 1 1  
1,920 57 
4,631 54 c l r a l t .  I 27  

county Judges 
A31 15 9,178l I ,355l NH 10,533l 4,023l 653' NH 4,676I ._ 

M l s s l s s l p p l - - C l r c u l t  Court--Data repor ted do no t  Inc lude 2 m n t h s  of f l gu res  for one cou r t  locat lon.  

Nevada--Data were only ava l l ab le  fo r  one cour t - - the Second O l s t r l c t  (Washoe County). 

New York--No pendlng data were ava l l ab le  f o r  c r lm lna l  " lndlctments--0utslde New York Clty." 
North Dakota-< lv l l  dlsposed and pendlrg data do not  lnc lude t e m l n a t l o n  of parenta l  r l g h t s  cases. 

Ohlo--No pendlng data were ava l l ab le  f o r  c l v l l  wrongful death, adoptlon, b l r t h  records, e s t a t e  mlnor's sett lement, mental health, o r  nsne charge cases. 
O k l a h m a - - b  pendlng data were ava l l ab le  fo r  c r lm lna l  postconvlc t lon remedy cases. 
Oregon-<l rcu l t  Court--No pendlng or d l s p o s l t l o n  data were ava l l ab le  f o r  adoptlon, mental health, o r  j u v e n l l e  Cases. 
South Dakota--The only c l v l l  f l l l n g  data t h a t  were ava l l ab le  were fo r  es ta te  cases. 

Chancery Court--No Juvenl le  data were ava l l ab le  f o r  t h l s  c w r t .  Data repor ted d l d  not Inc lude 3 m n t h s  o f  f l g u r e s  f o r  one c w r t  locat lon.  
Approxlmately twenty- f lve percent of t he  t o t a l  S ta te  pcpUlatlOn l ! W S  

I n  t h l s  county. 

They a re  Included I n  t h e  grand t o t a l  pendlng da ta  and 
the c l v l l  and grand t o t a l  f l l e d  f lgures.  No pendlng data were ava l l ab le  f o r  Juven l l e  cases o r  Juven l l e  t r a f f l c  offenses, e f the r .  

Juvenl le  f l l l n g s  do n o t  Inc lude other  Juven l l e  cases; Juven l l e  
No data were ava l l ab le  f o r  cases heard by t h e  lawyer magistrates o r  lay 

The r e p o r t l r g  r a t e  f o r  

d l spos l t l ons  do n o t  Inc lude c r lm lna l  type of fense o r  s ta tus  of fense cases. 
magls t ra te/c lerks who serve t h l s  court.  

these cour ts  was n lne ty -e lgh t  percent. 
Teras--Data presented I n  t h l s  tab le  are based on a  less than c m p l e t e  n u h e r  of m n t h l y  s t a t l s t l c a l  r e p o r t s  t h a t  were recelved. 

Washlngton--No d l s p o s l t l o n  data were ava l l ab le  f o r  mental heal th  o r  j u v e n l l e  cases. 
Wlsconsln--Pending data do not  Inc lude j u v e n l l e  t r a f f  I c  cases. 
Wyanlng--No pendlng o r  d l s p o s l t l o n  data were ava l l ab le  f o r  es ta te  o r  Juven l l e  cases. 

Arkansas-General j u r l s d l c t l o n  c a r t s - - 0 a t a  Inc lude a  nonlnal number of j u v e n l l e  cases and j u v e n l l e  appeals. 
Maryland--Pending f l gu res  f o r  c r lm lna l  adu l t  o f fenses agalnst  Junenlles are lncluded wl th  the  Juven l l e  pendlng data, n o t  t he  c r lm lna l  pendlng data. 

North Caro l l na - -C lv l l  data on the  char t  Inc lude es ta te  and specla l  proceedlng cases t h a t  are dlsposed by t h e  c l e r k s  o f  t h l s  cour t .  
South Caro l la-<r lmlnal  and t o t a l  f l gu res  Include c r lm lna l  cases dlsposed I n  t h e  Scuth Caro l lna Caunty Cart and C l v l I  and Crlmlnal Cwrt. both of  whlch are  

South Dakota--Sane t r a f f l c  cases dlsposed are Included w l t h  the  c r lm lna l  cases dlsposed reportd on t h l s  tab le.  

JExplanatlcm of data Included I n  the category: 

F l l l n g s  and d l spos l t l ons  of these cases are c o r r e c t l y  c a t q o r l z e d  w l t h  the c r lm lna l  cases. 

cour ts  of I lm l ted  J u r l s d l d l o n .  

POata were not  ava l l ab le  fo r  a l l  cou r t s  I n  the s tate.  
' T r a f f l c  data repor ted do not  Inc lude park lng cases. 
S T r a f f l c  data repor ted do Inc lude park lng cases. 



TABLE 16: Reported limited jurisdiction caseload, 1978. 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state population and number of judges 

Beqlnnlng pendinq F l i e d  
C i v i l  Cr lminai  T r a f f l c  Juvenl ie  Tota l  C i v i l  G-lminai T r a f f i c  Juveni le  Tota l  

S ta te  and cou r t  t i t l e  

Alabama--STATE TOTAL ................................. 31,180p 20,508p 32,609' 2,748 87,631pr 116,OW 98.069 i89,908Pr 425,36Iiw 
O l s t r i c t  .................................. 31,780 20,508 32.603' 2,140 87.631' 116,058 98,065 189,908' 425,36 I lr 
Probate Court...................................... NH NH NH NH 
Munic ipa l  Court.................................... NH NH NH NH 

Alaska--STATE TOTAL .................................. 9,417p X X NH 14,16liP 12,531 19,074 86,546 NH 118.151 
D i s t r i c t  Cour tl ,l.. ................................ 9,477 X X NH 14,1611' 12,292 11,705 85,406' NH 115.403r 
H q i s t r a t e s  Court1, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  NH 239 1.369 1.140 NH 2,748 

Arizona-STATE TOTAL ................................. 22.9811 25,487l 208,732l NH 257,2001 39,043l 90.217i 714,049l NH 843.309' 
NH 299,516i ..... Just ices of  the Peacel,l, 9.................... 22,98Ii 5,045l 32,8611 NH 60.8871 39,043l 36,245l 224,228l 

Hun I C  i pa i  ................................ NH 20.442' 175,871 NH l96,3 13' NH 53.972' 489,821' NH 543,793' 

Cour t  of m n  PieasI.1. .......................... NH NH NH 377l NH NH NH 3771 
Couniy Court1 ...................................... NH NH 1,956 NH NH 9,177 11.133 

Arkansas-STATE TOTAL................................ 22,129l 116,694i 379,451' 9,177 527,451 

............................... NH 19,655l 112,768i 362,802l NH 495,225[ Municipal C ~ u r t I , l , ~  
C l l y  Court, P o l l c e  Court, and Jus t i ce  o t  ihe P e g e  

~ourtl,l,7...... ................................. NH 141' 3,926' 16.649' NH 20,116i 

Jus t i ce  C o ~ r t l , ~  ................................... NH 45,635 63,500 583.408s NH 692,549 
uun ic ipa i  ~ o u r t l . 9  ................................. NH 782,866 673,102 14,414,854s NH 15,870,822s 

County ~ o u r t l , l , 9  12,981 12,484i 43,162 NH 69.22li 64,345 43,0781 153,103 

California--STATE TOTAL.............................. NH 828,501 136,602 14,998,26ZS NH 16,563,369 

Coiordo--STATE TOTAL........ ........................ 12,981 12,484'p 43,162p NH 69,227'p 64,345 43,O7EiP 153.109 NH 260,526ip .................................. NH 260,526' 
Municipal Court.................................... NH NH NH NH 

Connecticut--STATE TOTAL ............................. 35,82ZiP 16,610 18,437c 4,444 15,313ipr 119,445 81,311 322,748' 14,854 604.358' ........................... NH 541,616 Cour t  of caman ~ i e a s 1 , 9  35,7781 16,610 18,437' NH 70,825ir 131,619 87,311 322.748' 
Probate Court ' .  .................................... NH NH NH 41,653 NH NH NH 47.653 

Dolaware-STATE TOTAL ................................ 13.25S1p 1,548P 418P' 15,707'pr 32,89liP 40,129p 89,298p 8,702 17i,0Z6iP 

 ani iy Court1 8011 
Municipal Court ot w i  lmingtonlo .................... NH 558 418' NH 976' NH 8,893 16,238' NH 25.131' 
Jus t i ce  of  the Pet re  Courtl,lo. .................... 10.112 X X NH 11,255 15,844 22,668 12,261 NH 110.779 
Alderman's Court1, l0 ............................... NH NH 

......... Juvenl le court'........................... 44 NH NH 4,444 4,488 113 NH NH 14,854 15,027 

Court o f  Cormon Pieasl,lO....... 1,679 990 NH ................... NH 2,669 3,049' 6,534 NH NH 9,583l ...................................... 807' 14,004 2,034 793 8,702 25,533 

Florida--County C o ~ r t ~ , ' , ~  ........................... NH 215,208 234, 193 2,133,457' NH 2,582,858' 
Georgla--STATE TOTAL................. ................ 65,302p 25.05Y' 36,514P 126,93Iip 147,693P 78.125P 309,216p 33,843 569,477iP 

State Cour t1 and County C o ~ r t l . ~  ................... 65,302 24,796 26,320 NH 116,418 147,693 73,402 173,221 NH 394,316 ..................................... NH 139,0Oli Probate cou r t9  
Juven i le Court  I.. .................................. NH NH NH NH 2,311 33,843 36,160 

259 10,254 NH 10,513' 5,323 133,678 

Municipal court.................................... 
C i v i i  Cour t  ....................................... 
Small Cialms Court................................. 
Magis t ra te 's  Court................................. 
Jus t l ce  ot the Peace Court......................... 
Recorders's Court, Mayor's Court, Municipal Court, 

C i t y  Counci l  Court, P o l i c e  Court,  and 
Cr iminal  Court................................... 

Hawa i l - -D is t r i c t  Courtl,lo ........................... 
lndfana--STATE TOTAL................................. 

County Cour t l .1  .................................... 
Juveni le  Cour t  of Marion County7 ................... 
Probate Cour t ]  ..................................... 
Hun ic ipa i  h u r t  of Marion County1,l ................ 
C i i y  Court......................................... 
Town Court......................................... 
Small Claims Cour t  o t  Marion County................ 

Kansas--Munlcipai Court.............................. 
Kentuc ky--D I str i c t  Court1,8.. ........................ 
Loulsiana--STATE TOTAL............................. 

Family Cour t  and Juven i l e  Court.................... 
C i t y  Cour t '  and Par ish Cour t ' ,  and Municipal and 

T r a f f i c  Cour t  o t  N ~ W  0r1eansl.7 .................. 
Jus t i ce  o f  t h e  Peace Court......................... 
Mayor's Court...................................... 

Maine-STATE TOTAL................................... 
D l s t r l c t  Court1, .................................... 
Admln ls t ra t i ve  Court............................... 
Probate Court...................................... 

Maryland--STATE TOTAL................................ 
D l s t r l c t  C o ~ r t l , ~  .................................. 
Orphans' Court..................................... 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL........................... 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t l . 1  .................................. 
~ ~ u s i r g  ~ o u r t l . 7  ................................... 
Land Court1 ........................................ 
Probate cou r t7  ..................................... 
Juvenl le Court7. ................................... 
Boston Municipal Court',7 .......................... 

NH NH 
NH NH 

NH NH NH 
NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 
6,851 5.020 54,034s NH 65,91Is 

45.969p 34,614p 11,278pr 2.423 154,289p' 
30,156 10,309 23.33d NH 63,71F 

NH 8 NH I ,M3 1,511 
10,656 NH NH 925 11,581 

5,177 24,297 47.948' NH 77.421 
NH 

NH NH 
NH NH NH 

NH NH NH 
9,694 9,694' 

NH NH NH 

NH NH 
NH NH 

NH NH NH 
NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 
10,940 38,303 668,0405 NH 

111,388p 80,201p 266,24513 7,409 
89,015 40,589 171,521 NH 

NH 6,603 
NH 806 

16.963 39.597 94.129 NH 
NH 

NH NH 
NH NH NH 

NH NH NH 
111,149 193,728 241,121 34,114 
61,575'p 118,864ip 385,10lir 33,36Ii 

NH NH NH 28,240 

NH 15 
5,410 NH 

717,2835 
465,243p' 
301,IZg 

6,618 
6,216 

151, 283r 

580.112 

28,240 
598.901 13 

61,515l 118,8641 285,101ir 5,1Zli 57O,66lir 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH NH NH 

40,513iP X X 5.350 215,974iPr 
40,246' X X 5,350 215,707" 

NH NH NH 267 NH NH NH 261 
NH NH NH NH NH NH 

2,642 2,642'p 398,260p 101,217 683,245 2,094 1,184,816p 
(j) 2,6421 2.642' 398,260 101.217 683,245 2,094 I ,  184,816 
NH NH NH NH NH NH 

12,561p 12,567p 295.1 17p 209,OOlJP 549,843iPs 53,109 I,107,070i~s 
170,054 200.83d 549,843is 39,704 960,435Is 

NH 24.540 
NH 8.565 

NH NH NH 100,097 NH NH NH 100,091 
NH NH NH 28 NH 13,405 13,433 

NH NH 16.401 8,139 NH 
12.567 NH NH NH 12,561 8,565 NH NH 

NH NH 
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D Is posed End pend I ng Populat lon Number 
C l v l I  Cr iminal  T r a f f I c  Juveni le  To ta l  C l v l I  Cr iminal  T r a f f i c  Juveni le  Tota l  I n  lhousands of judges 

93.259 92,215P 176,003Pr 4O0,45Z1Pr 54,583p 26,358P 46,508p' 127,4491C 3,834 49 6 
89 
67 

93,255 92.215 176.003' 400,452" 54,583 26,358 46,508' 127.449'' -. 

9,748 1,298p 1.128p NH 114.016 12,20@ X X NH 17,254Ip 401 92 
9,569 X X NH 111,411r 12,200 X X NH 17,254l' -- 17 

NH NH NH NH -- 
NH NH NH NH -- 220 recorders, 120 mayors 

179 1,298 1,128 NH 2,605 NH -- 53 par t - t ime and 22 a c t l r g  
maq i s l r a t e s  

38,0081 81,176l 689,098l NH 808,28Z1 24,0161 34,528' 233,683l NH 292,2271 2,518 176 
84 

2,241 327 

38,0081 33.188' 202,1071 NH 273,303l 24,016l 8,10Z1 54,98Zi NH 87,1001 -- 
NH 47,988l 486.99Ii NH 534.979' NH 26,426l 178,70li NH 2O5,lzl1 -- 92 magist ra tes 

NH NH NH NH NH NH -- ccunty judges serve 
NH NH NH NH -- 75 Judges, 51 JUvBnlle 

re ferees 
107 -_ NH NH 

623,007 
33,390 

589,617 
61,115 
61,115 

NH 
45,44O1P 
45,276l 

671,048 13,015,114s 

61 5,061 12,526,357s 
41,278Ip 148,679p 
41,27Ei 148,679 

85,338 318,252' 
85,338 318.252' 

55.987 488,7575 

NH NH 

NH 

NH 14,309,1695 
NH 578.134' 
NH 13,731,039 
NH 251,072ip 
NH 251,0721 
NH 

NH 448,866" 
NH 

14,549 463,579'p' 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

16,211 14,284Ip 48.186p NH 78,681 
16,211 14,2841 48,186 NH 78.681' 

37,206Ip 18,553 22,93F 4,749 83,471'w 
37,153' 18.583 22.93F NH 78.669" 

NH NH 

NH NH NH 

-- 90 c i t y ,  2 p o l i c e  judges, 
2 j u s t i c e s  of me peace 

22,839 563 
108 
455 

2.167 280 
106 
174 

3,095 196 
61 

-- 129 

-- 
-- 
-_ 
-- 
_ _  
-- 164 NH NH 14,549 14,713 53 NH NH 4,749 4,802 6 

19,806l 16.763iP 29,464Ip 160,498' 17,872p 1,757p 1,229' 22,914p 598 87 
3,142 6.394 NH NH 9 . 5 s  1,586 1,130 NH NH 2,716 _- 5 

3.293' 3,293' 2,595 220 X X 3,922 __  12 
NH 9,044 15.431' NH 24.47F NH 407 1,229 NH 1,637f -- 3 

12,925 X X NH 107,390 13,691 X X NH 14,644 -- 47 j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  peace 
446l 1.325' 14,033l NH 15.804' NH -- 13 aldermen, 1 deputy, 3 

assistants, 2 al ternates,  
and I mayor 

201,511 207,790 1,946,444' NH 2,355,74$ NH 9,132 190 
140,075p 73,291p 297,374Ip 31,685i 542,425Ip 72,920P 30.489P 48,269p 151,678'P 5,286 1,932p 
140,075 68,000 164,098 NH 372.173 72,920 

NH NH 2,1701 31,685' 33.855i NH 
5,291 131,106 NH 136,397' 

NH NH 
NH NH 

NH NH NH 
NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 
10,200 36,538 642,96Is NH 689,69gS 

100,393p 69,654P 243,350p' 6.709 420,106pr 
18,391 36,481 155,514' NH 270.392' 

NH 8 NH 5,986 5.994 
5,615 NH NH 723 6,338 

16,387 33, I53 87.836' NH 131.382' 
NH 

NH NH 

NH 

30,198 35,443 NH 138,561 
291 12,826 NH 13,117' 

NH 

NH 
NH NH 

NH NH NH 
NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 
7, 597 6,185 79,1135 NH 93.499 

56,964p 45,161p 94,173p' 3,128 199,426p' 
40.760 14,411 39,3xr NH 94,509' 

NH 15 NH 2,120 2,135 
10,451 NH NH 1,OM) 11,453 
5,753 30,735 54,839 NH 91.32F 

NH 
NH NH 

76 
159 
42; super ior  judges a lso 
serve 

2 
3 

86 
4 magis t ra tes 

1,560 

-- ( n o t  aval l ab le l  
929 17 

5.446 188 
56 

I 
2 

81 
25 

_ _  
-- 
_ _  
-- I 1  f u l l - t i m e  and 4 par t - t ime -- 
__ 

NH NH NH 
67,671 164,870 209,237 26.129 467,907 
39,163IP 96,982IP 324,087'' 4,4OOiP 464,63ZiPr 

NH NH NH 

NH 
53,172 

NH NH 
53,172' 

NH NH NH 

2,333 356 

4,073 54 IP 
3.61 1 I I 4  

8 fan l l y ,  3 j u v e n i l e  judges -- 
39,163i 96,982l 324,087" 4.400i 464,63Zir -- 55 c i t y ,  3 parr lsh.  4 munlc- 

lpa l ,  4 t r a t t l c  judges 
NH NH NH NH NH NH -- 461 j u s t i c e s  ot the peace 

NH NH NH NH NH NH -- (not ava i l ab le )  
1l,87giP 14,078l 77,944ir 1,901i 111,808iPr 1.115 38 
17,6Oli 14,078l 77.944" 1,9071 111,5301' -- 20 

16 NH NH NH NH NH NH 
278 NH NH NH 278 NH NH NH _ _  I judge, 1 a s w c i a t e  judge 

Z i p  2.267 2,295'p 2.4%. 2,456'p 4,212 I52 
28 i 2,267 2,295' Cj) 2,456J 2.456' -_ 85 judges and I &le t  judge 

66 NH NH NH NH NH NH 

-- 

-- 
116,424p 33,013p 149,437Ip 13,389 13,309 5.743 20w 
103,677 33.013 141,6901 -- 1 55 j ust ices 

IO 
NH NH NH NH 2 

__  NH NH _ _  
1.747 NH NH NH 7.747 13,385 NH NH NH 13,385 __  ( n o t  aval lable) 

27 __  NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH _- 4 f u l l - t i m e  and 2 par t -  

t ime 

( F w t n o t e s  a t  end ot tcble; Cont iNed on nex t  page.) 



TABLE 16: Reported limited jurisdiction caseload, 1978. (continued) 

Beg inn I nq pend ing F l l e d  
C l v i l  Cr lm lna i  T r a f f i c  Juven l le  To ta l  C l v l I  Cr im ina l  T r a f f i c  Juven l le  To ta l  

S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

Mlchlqan--STATE TOTAL... ............................. 43.4%' 44,6801 159,3251s 247,463Is 442,OBi 356,696l 1,686,692is 24,415l 2,726,179is 
7 * 374 

33,2501 
1,066 
1,768l 

X 
X 

NH 
NH 
NH 

14,290 (68,644 
211,904is 245,759l 

19,50Is 9,586 
1,768l 18,040' 

194,494v 
194.494' X 

89.036 NH NH 
246,757l 1,529,959is NH 

20,903 156,739 NH 
NH 24,415l 

34,671IP 511,9641w X 
34,671 51 1,964Ir X 

NH 
NH NH NH 

NH 

257,680 

187,22ZS 
42,455l 

652,718p' 
652.718' 

2,233,8225 
Cornon P l e m  Cour t  o f  Detroit'.......... ........... 
D i s t r i c t  court1,g .................................. 
Munlclpal  Court',9.. ............................... 
Probate Court1 ..................................... 

Mlnnesota--STATE TOTAL............................... 
County Court3,'Z ................................... 
County Munlclpal  Court3,I2 ......................... 
Concl i l a t i o n  Court'........ ........................ 
Probate Court...................................... 

Mls~lsslppl--STATE TOTAL............................. 
County Courtl.6 .................................... 
J U S ~ I C ~  Court l .6.  .................................. 
Farntly Court...............,....................... 
Nuntc lpa l  Court.................................... 

Mlssourl--STATE TOTAL................................ 
S t .  tauis  Cour t  of Criminal ~orrect~on'l..... ....... 
m g l s i r a t e  Courtl, l ,6 .............................. 

6,916 NH 
33,072' 145,562is 

4,692 13,74JS 

16,719Ip 114,960iP 
16,719' 1 14,9601 

NH NH 

NH NH 
NH NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

X 
X 

NH 
NH 
NH - NH NH NH 

2.639 
-~ 

16.618p 
16,618 

NH 
NH 

107,303 
NH 

96,205 

19,253'p 
19,253 2,635 NH 

NH NH 
NH 

26,543IP NH 
3.566' X NH 

X NH 22.977l 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

496,425p 
20,853 

464,470 
NH 

Probate Court...................................... NH NH NH 11.102 NH NH NH 11,102 

Hunic lpa l  and Police Court......................... NH 
Montana-STATE TOTAL ................................. 

J u s t l c e  Court...................................... 
h n l c l p a l  Court.................................... NH 
C l t y  Court......................................... NH 

Nebraska--STATE TOTAL... ............................. 33.119 
County Co~rtl.~....... ............................. 33,115 
mn l c i p a l  ~ o u r t 1 . 9 .  ................................ 
Separate Juven i le  Court............................ NH 
Workmen's Compensation Cour t1  ...................... 

Nevada--STATE TOTAL.................................. 
J u s t l c e  Court...................................... 
Municipal Court................................,... NH 

New Hampshirtr-STATE TOTAL........................... 
D i s h - l c t  .............................. 

NH NH NH NH NH 

NH 
NH 

19,8898 13,958pr 1,073p 68,035" 
19,889 13,958' 1,073 68,039 

NH 
NH NH 
NH NH NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

50,471 45.279 203,299p' 
31,408 45,276 203.29g 
18,267 X X 

NH NH NH 
796 NH NH 

NH 
NH 

4.677 420.8Ofl 
2,950 282.933' 

NH 135,350 
I ,  727 1.727 

NH 796 
NH 
NH 
NH 

16.288P 
NH 

16.288p 

NH NH NH 16,288 NH NH NH 16,288 Probate Cour t5  ..................................... 
Munlclpal  Court5, 1 2 .  ............................... 

New Jersey--STATE TOTAL.............................. 
County Distr  I c t  ........................... 
Juvenlle and h e s t l c  R e l a t l o n s  Court1 ............. 
Municipal  Court7 ................................... 

New Mexlco--STATE TOTAL........,..,.................. 
Magistrate C o ~ r t l . ~  ................................ 
Probate Court...................................... 
Mun ic ipa l  Court.................................... 

55,270 13,491 68,76l1P 391,345 
49,092 NH 49,092' 317,885 
6,178 NH NH 13,491 19,669 73,460 

NH NH NH 
NH 14.276Q 
NH 14,276 

NH NH NH NH 
NH NH NH 

349,166 3,753,26ZS 
3,755 83,685 

NH NH 
345.41 1 3,669,577s 

26,229p 86,680 
26,229 86,680 

NH NH 
NH 

92,XO 4,586,159 
NH 405,325 

92,XO 165.840 
NH 4,014,988s 
NH 127,188 
NH 127,185 
NH 
NH 

Small Clalms Cour t  o f  Albuquerque.................. NH NH NH NH 
New York--STATE TOTAL ................................ 54,664'P 8,68ZiP 24,487l 87,83JiP 506,135IP 665,366P 99,283P 48,81Ei 1,319,602iP 

C i v i l  C o u r t  o f  the C l t y  o f  New Yorkl.............. . 24.053 NH NH NH 24,053 135,782 NH NH NH 135,782 

F m l l y  Court i , l  .................................... 30,6111 NH NH 24,487' 55.098' 273.663' NH NH 48,818l 322.481' 

O l s t r l c t  Cour t  and C i t y  C o ~ r t l , ~ , ~ . . .  .............. NH 44, 17bi NH 44,176' 

S u r r q a t e s '  Court1 ................................. NH NH NH 52.514' NH NH NH 52,514' 

Cr lmlna i  Cour t  o f  t h e  C l i y  o f  New Yorkg ............ NH 8,68Zi NH 8,682l NH 665,366 99.283 NH 764.649 

Cour t  o f  Clalrnsl........ ........................... NH NH NH NH NH NH 

T o m  and V I  l i a g e  J u s t i c e  .................. NH NH 
North C a r o l i n a - - 0 l s t r l c t  Courti,lZ ................... 72.358 48,501 88.643 203,5OZi 264,120 360,401 815,857 21,629 1,462,007 
Norm Dakota--STATE TOTAL............................ NH 11.691' 17,662 NH 29,353'p 

County Cour t  m i  th Increased Jur I s d  i c t l o n  I ,  7.. ...... NH 8,773l 12,953 NH 21,726' 
County J u s t l c e  Courti,l,'.... ...................... NH 1,131i 4,703 NH 5.840' 
Munlclpal Court.................................... NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Ohlo--STATE TOTAL .................................... 93,033 25,812P 54,831Pr NH 173,681P' 360,477 301,688p 1,389,299Pr NH 2,O51,464pr 
County .................................... 4,805 3,221 5.71Cf NH 13.736' 20,690 25.299 143,145 NH 189,134' 

Munlclpal  Court l ,8 ................................. 87,034 22,591 49,121' NH 158.746' 337,798 276,339 1,246,154' NH 1,860,341' 
Mayors' Court...................................... NH NH NH NH 

Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL.. .............................. I I p  NH 1 I P  6P NH 6P 
Worker's Compensation Court4 ....................... NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Cour t  o f  Bank Revlew.........,..................... I 1  NH NH NH 1 1  6 NH NH NH 6 
Cour t  of Tax Revlew................................ 0 NH NH NH 0 0 NH NH NH 0 
Munlclpal  C r l n l n a i  Cour t  o f  Record................. NH NH NH NH 
Munlclpal  C o u r t  Not o f  Record...................... NH NH NH NH 

C o u n t y  Proba te  Cour t1  .............................. NH NH NH NH 1,787' NH NH NH 1,787l 

Cour t  o f  Clalmsa,l ................................. 1,199 NH NH NH 1,199 1,989 NH NH NH 1,989 



47 

Disposed End pendinq Populat lon Number 

C l v l I  Cr lmlnal  T r a f f l c  Juvenl ie  To ta l  C l v l i  Cr imlnal  T r a f f i c  Juvenl ie  Total I n  ihousands o f  judges 
426,010' 350.618i 1,665,0101s 2,670,084is 55.393l 50,158l i81,0071s 287,1581s- 9,202 3 %  

155,957 80,459 NH NH 236,416 
246,317I 249,283l l,515,047's NH 2,239,093' 

9,532 20,876 149,963s NH 180,371s 
14,204' NH NH 14,204l 
65,640p 33,349p 518,806P' 15,799 633,594r 
65,640 33,349 5I8,80sr 15,199 633.594' 

NH 
NH NH NH 
NH NH NH 

20,061 1 5,493 NH NH 35,554 
32,692l 30,546l 160,494is NH 223,7321s 

1,120 4,719 20,513s NH 26,3525 
1,520i NH NH 1, 5201 
7,321P 26,01Z1 7,476p 248,736P 

X 20,383I X X 228,316 
866 5.629 7,476 NH 13,971 

6.455 NH NH NH 6,455 
NH NH NH 

NH 
NH NH 

NH NH NH 
NH NH 

NH 2.832' X ,NH 14,401 NH 
90,504 22,055ip NH 419,780p 

80.880 19,223l X NH 405,379 

NH 
NH NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

9,624 NH NH NH 9,624 NH NH NH 

NH NH NH NH NH NH NH . 

I3 
-- 198 
-_ 36 

109 
4.005 136 

-- I06  -- 28 _- munlcipai Judges serve 
2 

-- 20 
-- (not  ava l i ab le )  
-- ( n o t  ava i l ab le )  
-- (not  ava i l ab le )  

4,871 672 
2 -- 55 serve on ly  as  

-- 91 serva as boih p-obate 

-- 24 serve on ly  as p-obate 

-- 5 w  
784 359 

-- 

-- 

- 
2,488 2CP 

-- 
megls i ra tes 

Judges and magls l ra tes 

Judges 

93 
NH NH NH NH -- 160 
NH NH NH NH -- 106 

30,160p 44,339 199,406P' 3,009P if16,91OPr 34,363p 20,83@ 11.851P' I,Oi@ 74,058p' 1,561 65 
43 30,160 44,335 199,406' 3,003 I 276,916 34,363 20,830 17,851' 1,014 74.058' 
13 NH NH 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 4 
5 NH NH NH NH NH NH 

NH NH 7 19 69 

-- 

-- -- -- 
-- 

NH 
NH NH NH 

29,584P 34,146P 151,046 6,366 221,136p' 
28,874 33,172 143.216r 6.033 z i i . 2 9 F  

NH NH NH 
710 974 1,824 333 9,841 

NH 
NH 

NH NH NH 

-- 54 j u s t l c e s  of  ihe p a s e  
-- 15 

894 io9 -- 
-- IO judges -- 15 p a r t i t i m e  and 5 specia l  

8 fui I-tlme, 3 5  par t - t lma 
and 41 specla i  judges 

j udqes 

387,660 298.162 3,068.80Cf 90.736 3.845.958' 58,955 15,135 74,090'p 7.356 4 3  
315,263 3,305 61,464 NH 380,032 51,714 NH 51,714l -- 39 

39 
NH 295,451 3,007,336s NH 3,302,193s NH NH -- 360 

NH NH 1,252 188 
71 
32 
84 

NH 90,736 163,133 7,241 NH NH 15,135 22,376 -- 72.397 NH 

-- NH NH 
NH NH NH NH NH NH 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 

-- 
-- 
-- NH NH NH NH I 

603.902'p 342.20I1p 326.599p' 59.778l 1,332,48O1Pr 61,026'p 14. I68'p 13,297' 88,491'p 17,120 2.8% 
134,147 NH NH NH 134,147 

NH 218,623' NH 218,6231 
269,576' NH NH 59,178' 529,354' 

115,178 123,578 326,599' NH 565,959 

84,401 NH NH NH 04,401 

NH NH NH 

254,984 
11,289' 

1.519 
8,705 
1,065l 

NH 
346,321 

21,971 
1,989 

322,361 
NH 

10.856 
10,851 

5 
0 

NH 

359,589 
14,442 

NH 
10,409 
4,033 

NH 
296,296p 
25.645 

NH 
210,651 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
801,781 22,581 1,429,941 
131,964 NH 157,691'' 

NH NH 1,519 
59,548' NH 18,662' 
27.664' NH 32,762l' 
44.748' NH 44.748' 

1,377,636p' NI 2,020,253p' 
143,591' NH 191,207' 

1,234,04F NH 1,827,057' 
NH 
NH 10,856P 

NH NH 1,989 

NH NH 10,851 
NH NH 5 
NH NH 0 

NH 

24,954 NH NH NH 24,954 -- 120 
98 NH 14,168l NH I 14,168' -- 

36,072l Nt! NH 13,297l 49,369' -- 106; 35 county Judges a is0 
serve 

NH -- 49 d i s l r l c t ,  152 c l t y  

Judges 
NH NH NH I 35 s v r c g a t e s ;  56 cbunty 

NH NH NH -- 17 regu la r  and 31 specia l  
Judges alsa serve 

ludoes 
- 1  

NH -- 2,230 j u s t l c e s  of me peace 
81,494 58,313 102,713 242,520i 5.739 126 

NH 

NH NH 
106,914 30,40@ 
3,372 2,312 
1,301 NH 

102.24 1 28,028 
NH 
1 l P  

NH 
11 NH 
0 NH 

NH 

NH 
NH NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

65,768p' NH 203,082p' 
4,934r NH 10.678' 

60.834' NH l91,IOF 
NH NH 1,301 

NH 
NH i1P.  

NH NH 
NH NH 11 
NH NH 0 

NH 

6 51 263 
38 
15 -- 38 

-- 172 

-- 59 -- I on t m p r a r y  assignment 
-- I88 -- 690 m q o r s  

-- 
- 

10,795 93 7 

2,913 9p 
1 -_ _- 3 d l s t r i c t  judges serve -- 3 d l s i r l c t  Judges serve 
2 -- 

NH NH NH NH __ (not aval lab le)  

(Footnotes a t  end of table; C o n t l N e d  on n w t  page.) 



TABLE 16: Reported limited jurisdiction caseload, 1978. (continued) 

Beqinni rq  pendinq F i l e d  
C i v i l  Cr iminal  T r a t t i c  Juven i l e  Tota l  C i v i i  Cr iminal  T r a t t i c  Juveni le  Tota l  

S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

Oregon--STATE TOTAL. .................................. 22,781i 29.15gi 111,406i 163,346i 78.9Wi 102,563l 786,693i 133 968,297' 
D i s t r i c t  Courti," .................................. 20.619 21,786 62,042 NH 104,447 75,089 73,719 455,151 NH 603,959 
County Court1 ....................................... 3 5 1  NH NH 395' 149 NH NH 133 282 

m n  i c ipa  I Courti,li... .............................. NH 5.821' 33,94Iir NH 39,76Zir NH 21,206i 185.696" NH 206,902'' 
Pennsy i ... i a--STATE TOTAL.. ........................... I I, 0 19 4,934p NH 15,949P 233,269 486.171P 2,282,762P NH 3,002,202p 

Ph i l ade lph ia  Municipal Court1,8 ..................... 11,015 4,934 NH NH 15,949 69,713 52,191 NH 
D i s t r i c t  Jus t l ce  C ~ u r t l , ~  ........................... NH 163,556 433,980 1,069,492 NH 1,667,028 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL .............................. 18.9128 20,774p 10,938 NH 50,624p 46.109p 56,636p 49,601 NH 152,349 
D i s t r i c t  Court1,'' .................................. 18,912 20,774 10,9y1 NH 50,624 46,109 56.635 49,601 NH 152,345 
Just ices of the Peace1,lD..... ...................... NH NH NH NH 
Municipal Court1, l0 ................................. NH NH NH NH 

D i s t r i c t  ~ o u r t i , 7  ................................... NH 29,196 31,457J (j)  60.653 

Jus t i ce  Court i , l . l1 ................................. 1,767I 1.552l 15,423l NH 18,742l 3,670i 7,638l 145,846l NH 157,154i 

NH 121,904 

Ph i l ade lph ia  T r a t t i c  Court.......................... NH NH NH NH NH 1,213,270 NH 1,213,270 
P i t t sbu rqh  C i t y  Vagis t ra tea Court9 .................. NH NH NH NH 

Rhode Island--STATE TOTAL......,...................... 34,330~ 31,457Jp 6.888p 72,679 

F m i l y  Caurt1,7.... ................................. NH NH 5,134 NH NH 6,888 12,022 
Municipai Court.............................,....... NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Probate Court....................................... NH NH 

South Carol ina--STATE TOTAL....... .................... 34.899 x i  X X 57,729Ip 112,918p 78,959P 410,883p X 665,931'p 
NH 10.955' County Cour t  and C i v i l  and Cr iminal  ........ 14.446 NH NH 14.446' 10,955 NH 

 ami i y  Courtl... .................................... x NH X X 18,648 X NH X X 63.161 
Magis t ra te ................................. 20,449 x i  X NH 24,635l 101,963 78,959 410,883 NH 591,815 
Probate Court....................................... NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Municipal Court..................................... NH NH 

Tennessee-STATE TOTAL................................ 2,838P 2,838p 
General Sessions Court.............................. NH NH NH 2,838 NH NH NH 2,838 

Probate Court....................................... NH NH NH NH NH NH 

County Court.......................,................ NH NH NH NH 

Juveni le  Court....................................,. NH NH NH NH 

Jus t i ce  o f  t h e  Peace Court.......................... NH NH NH NH 
Municipal Court..................................... NH NH 

County Cour t  a t  Lau, Cons t i t u t i ona l  County Court, 

Municipal Courti,' .................................. NH 
Just ice of t he  Peace C o ~ r t ~ , ~ , ~  ..................... 

Utah--STATE TOTAL..................................... 
c i t y  ~ o u r t i . 7  ....................................... 
Juveni le  Court...................................... 
Jus t i ce  b u r t i , 1 , 7  .................................. 

Texas-STATE TOTAL.. .................................. 112,636ip 185,979ip 49,295Ip 1.3OEi 349,21SiP 342,144l 1.003.9641 6.226.6851s 1.21 1 7.574,004i5 

and Probate C o ~ r t ~ , ~ , ~  ............................ 1 12,6Xi 

Vermont-STATE TOTAL .................................. 16,66Zi 

185,979' 49,295ir 1,3mi 349,218Ir 143,827i 
NH NH 
NH 198.317' 

NH 31.068 
NH 237 

NH 3,620i 
4,184 2.750 198 23,194' 15,475 

34.9751 

D i s t r i c t  C o ~ r t l , ~  ................................... 6,631 4,184 2,750 198 13,763 10.613 19.186 71.121 1,097 102,017 
Probate Cour t1 ...................................... 1O,03li NH NH NH 10,03Ii 4,862 NH NH NH 4,862 

Vi rg i nia--D i s t r  i c t  C o ~ r t l . ~ . .  ......................... 456.511 285,840 903,646 126,709 1,772,706 

204,727l 88,G961r 1,2 i l i  437,86iir 
435,088' 4,962.976i5 NH 5,398,064i5 
364.149' 1,175,613' NH 1,738,079' 

47,583l 663,830i5 23,367 769,75515 
29,515 488,5765 NH 548,95g5 

NH 14,494 23.367 38,148 
18,268i 16O,76Ois NH 182,648is 
19,186 71,121 1,097 106,879 

Washingtow-STATE TOTAL............................... 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and Just ices o t  t h e  Peace courtJ,l,g. 
Municipal and P o l i c e  C o ~ r t ~ , ~  ....................... 

West Virginia--STATE TOTAL............................ 
Magis t ra te Court ' , ' ,  l3 .............................. 
Munic ipa l  Court..................................... 

W iscons i n--Mu" i c i  pa i Jus t i ce  Cour t i  ,'. ................ 
Wyoming--STATE TOTAL.................................. 

Jus t i ce  Court....................................... 
Municipal Court..................................... 

NH 72.479 124,995 1,330,390 NH 1,527,864 
NH 72,479 77,835 603,884 NH 754,198 

NH 36,635l 129,671 I P  1 I 1,486ir NH 227,792ipr 
NH 36,635i 129,671i i 11,486" NH 227,7Zir 

NH NH NH 47,160i 726,506i NH 773.666' 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH 

NH NH 
NH NH 

NH NH NH NH 

Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data are Included i n  the table. Blank s p a c e  ind i ca te  m a t  the data are unavailable. 

NH = This  case type i s  n o t  handled i n  t h i s  court.  
X = The data t o r  t h i s  case type a re  known to be included in the t o t a l  but were n o t  ava i l ab le  by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

iData are n o t  complete: 
Alabama--Distr ict Court--Ns data were ava i l ab le  t o r  the number o f  j u v e n i l e  cases t i l e d ,  disposed, o r  pending a t  t he  end o t  the  year. 
A laska - -D is t r i c t  Court--Pending data inc lude a i l  c i v i l  cases, c r im ina l  pre l iminary hearings, and misdemeanor t r a f f i c  cases. Pendirg data to r  t h e  

Arizona--Justices o f  t h e  Peace-Incomplete data were repor ted to r  cou r t s  located i n  s i x  counties; one repor ted c r im ina l  cases only; another repor ted 
remaining c r im ina l  and t r a f f i c  categor las were not avai lab le.  

a l l  bu t  t r a t t i c .  
Municipal Court--tk data were ava i l ab le  t o r  f i v e  cou r t  locations. 

Municipai Court--No data were repor ted to r  seven cou r t  locations; only s i x  nwnths o t  data w e  repor ted to r  t w e l w  others. 
C i t y  Court, P o l i c e  Court, and Jus t i ce  of  m e  Peace Court--No data w r e  repor ted t o r  tor ly-seven cou r t  locat ions;  incanplete data were r e w r t e d  t o r  two 

Colorado--County Court-No data were ava i l ab le  for felony advisement pre l iminary hear i rg  cases in * l c h  no c m p l a i n t  was lodged for  the C o u r t  l o c a t d  I n  

Connect icut - -cour t  of Connwn Pleas--No pending o r  d i spos i t i on  data were ava l l ab le  fo r  smai I c la ims cases. 

Arkansas--Court of Comnwn Pleas-Ns data *ere repor ted to r  cou r t s  located i n  one county. 

others. 

Denver County. 
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- 
Dlsposed End pendlna Popu l a t l o n  Number 

C l v l I  Cr lmlnal  T r a f f l c  Juvenl le  To ta l  . C l v l I  Cr lmlnal  T r a f f l c  Juvenl le  Tota l  In  thousands o f  judges 
74,708l 91.896l 799,057l 925.661' 1 . 9 6 0 '  39.826' 139.042' 205,828 I 2,510 285 

134,046 -- 
376l -- 

2 I ,96 5l -- 
49,441Ir _- 
15.589P 11,865 
15.589 -- -- 

71,131 64,950 458,279 NH 574,JO 24,577 30,555 78,914 NH 

3,4301 6.571' 143.930' NH 153,931' 2.007' 2,619' 17.339' NH 
NH 20,375l 176,@481r NH l97,223lr NH 6,652l 42,789Ir NH 

71,692 50,265 NH NH 121.957 9.036 6.553 NH NH 
i ~ , z m  365.612 954.021 NH 1.477.922 NH 

NH NH 578,978 NH 578,978 NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH 

147l NH .NH 147l 376l NH NH 

229,981 415.8778 1,532,999P NH 2,178,857P 9.036p 6,553P NH 

46,347P 59,391P sL.353 NH 158,091P 18,674p 18.018P 8,186 NH 44,678p 
46,347 59,391 52,353 NH 158.091 18,674 18.018 6,186 NH 44.878 

NH Mi NH NH 
NH NH NH NH 

22,795 3 4 , I d  (j) NH 56,941 NH 
22 .799  34.14dP 56,941P 

Mi NH NH NH 
NH N H N H  NH NH 

NH NH 
169,673P 14,091p 2.573P 15,551 677.752IP 21,009p X i  X X 45,80O1P 

42,869 NH 2,573 15.551 60,993 X NH X X 20.816 
109,443 14,0911 X NH 999.398 12,969 XI X NH 16,944l 

17,361 NH NH 17,361l 8,040 NH NH 8,0401 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 

51 
9 

44 
18 1 
509 
22 

555 
6 

-- 6 m q l l s t r a t e s  
3,115 158 

39 -- 
3.041 469p -- 8 counly, 11 c l v l l  and 

c r lm lna l  judges 
46 

-- 322 maglst ra tes 
-- (no t  ava l l ab le )  

-- 

NH NH - 62 
2,524P 2.524P 4.462 427 

m N H N H  NH NH NH 

NH NH NH 

NH NH 

2,524 NH NH 2,524 

NH Mi 

NH NH NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 

-- 15; 23 general sesslons, 1 
law and q u l t y ,  2 ccuniy 

judges and 8 couniy 
execut lves a lso serve 

-- 2; 1 county and 5 general 
sessions judges also 
serve 

-- 81 Judges and 20 county 

_- 71 tu1 I-t lme and 38 par t -  

_- 2 j u s t i c e s  of the peace 

d a l r m n  serve 

time judges serve 

NH NH I 192 
226,624l 821,255l 4,766,8801s 9901 5,815,7491s 117,0281P 182,8641p 46,6OOiP 1,529l 348,021IP 13,498 2,286 

13,088 19,957 71,SY 1,054 105,993 4,156 
4,146l Mi NH NH 4,146l 10.747' 

434,097 269,700 866,405 115.350 1,685.552 

NH 
NH 

NH NH NH 
38,524l 100,8931P 115.7111' NH 255,1B1Pr 
58,524l 100,893l 115.7111r NH 255,128l' NH 

NH NH NH 
NH 19,615l 196,0841s NH 215,699Is NH 

NH 
NH 

NH NH NH 

3 55 

93 I 
26,063p 23,6728 582,643ps 4J2,376ps 1,364 214 
26,063 25.672 302.6435 NH 432.37SS NH -- 25 

w NH 8 

81,8611 207,842l W,791Ir 9901 )81,4841r I I7 ,0B1 182,864l 46,6001' 1,529' 548,021'' -- 
NH W3,267[ 3,616.59Ois NH 3,959,8571s NH NH -- 1,000 -- 144.763l 270,146l 1,099,4991 NH 1,474,408l NH 

-- 
NH NH -- 181 j u s t l c e s  of the peace 

17,234l 19,957 71,894 1,054 110,1391 14,903l 3,413 1,977 241 20.534' 498 11p 
3,413 1,917 241 9.787 -- 1 1  

NH NH NH 10,747' -- (no t  ava l l ab le )  
5,284 155.4 FTE judges, and 241 

f u l l  tlm and 168 par t -  
t ime maglstrates 

NH 3.886 (no t  ava i l ab le1  
NH -- (not  ava i l ab le )  
NH -- ( n o t  aval lab le l  
NH 1,920 202 
NH -- 148 maglst ra tes 

54 
NH 4,631 2 19 
NH 43 1 34p 
NH -- 34 j u s t l c e s  of the peece 
NH -- ( n o t  aval l ab le )  

-- NH NH 

Delaware-Cour t  of C o m n  P leas -< l v l l  f l l l n g s  do n o t  Inc lude s i x  m n t h s  o f  n a m  change data tor one c o u r t  locat lon.  
Faml ly  Court--The on ly  data ava l l ab le  fo r  b q l n n l r g  p e n d l q  and d l spos l t l ons  were m a r r l q e  dissolution cases. 

Alderman's Court--No data were ava l l ab le  f o r  one cou r t  locat lon;  another repor ted a l l  data a*cept  f o r  6 months of  c i v i l  t l g t r e s .  

Juven l l e  Court--One c l r c u l t  repor ted f l l l n g s  only. 

F l l l r g  and end pendlrg data a re  

ccmp lete. 

G m r g l s - P r o b a t e  C o u r t - - b  data were ava i l ab le  for  c l v l l  cases heard by t h l s  court.  

Kentucky-b pendlrg data were aval l ab le  fo r  cr lmlnal ,  t r a f f l c .  o r  j uven l  le cases. 
Loulslana-<l iy Cour t  and Par lsh Court-No data were ava l l ab le  for tn, cour t  locatlons. 

Yb lne - -D ls t r l c t  Court--1ncmplete f l l l n g  data were repor ted fo r  support/custody and mental hea l th  cases. 

Hary land - -D ls t r l c t  Court--Crlmlnal disposed data were ava l l ab le  f o r  a d u l t  offenses a g a l f f i t  j uven l l es  Only. 
t k s a c h u s e t t s - - 0 l s t r l c t  Cour t -Traf t lc  and t o t a l  t l l l n g s  do no t  Inc lude parklng, DWIDUI  o r  ope ra t l rg  5~ as to endanger cases. 

do n o t  Inc lude c r lm lna l  o r  t r a f f l c  cases. 

cases only. M e r  m a n  l r a f f l c  cases, f i l l r g s  were cmplete.  

Data for t he  e n t l r e  year f o r  S I X  Court locat ions were 
estlmated, based on varylng m u n t s  o f  data. 

c l v l l  t l l l r g  data. D lspos i t l on  data were ava i l ab le  fo r  the l a s t  h a l f  of the year on ly .  
Courts i n  two ccunt les d ld  n o t  r e p o r t  any 

Tota l  d l spos l t l on  f l g t r e s  

Bos*n Hunlc lpa l  Court--* data were glven fo r  t r a f f l c  cases heard I n  thls court.  

Juvenl l e  Court--No data were aval l ab le  for  a d u l t  mlsdemeanor cases I n  the c o u r t  located I n  Worcester. 

O lspos l t l on  data were given for small c la lms and donx15tlc r e l a t l o n s  

H lch lgan - -D ls t r l c t  Court--No pendlng data were repor ted f o r  n lne  cou r t  locations. They repor ted on ly  t o t a l  f i l i n g  and d l spos l t l on  f l g t res .  AS a 
r e s u l t ,  me sums of the f l gu res  glven for c l v l i ,  c r lm lna l ,  and t r a f f l c  f l l l n g s  and for d l spos l t l ons  do n o t  q u a l  the t o t a l  f l l e d  and d lspsed.  

lncanplete data were 
F e w t e d  fo r  s i x  cour t  locatlons. 

Probate Court--No data were ava l l ab le  f o r  es ta te  cases; pendlrg and dlsposed data g iven do no t  Include any Juvenl le  cases. 

(contlnued m next  page) 
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TABLE 16: Reported limited jurisdiction caseload, 1978. (continued) 

Minnesots-County Court--Criminal pending and f i l i n g  data do not  inc lude o the r  f m l l y  c r im ina l  cases. 
Mississippi--County Court--No j u v e n i l e  data were avai lab le.  
Missouri-St. Louis Cour t  o f  Cr iminal  Correct ion--Cr iminal  f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons  inc lude pre l iminary hea r i rg  cases only. Total f i g u r e s  a r e  canplete. 

New Jersey--County D i s t r i c t  Court--No p n d i n g  data a re  g iven fo r  cr iminal  and t r a f f i c  Cases. 
New Y o r k - C r l m i n a l  Cour t  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  New York--Pending and disposed data do n o t  Inc lude c r im ina l  n o n - t r a f f i c  sumnwns cases o r  t r a f f i c  cases. 

Magis t ra te Court--Criminal t i  l i ngs  and d i spos i t i ons  inc lude pre l iminary hear ing cas85 only. Tota l  f igures a re  complete. 

Famliy Court--Incomplete data were repor ted f o r  t h e  cou r t  located i n  Klngs  County. 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and C i t y  Court--No f i l i n g  data were repor ted to r  c i v i l  law, c r i m i n a l  o r  t r a f f i c  cases. 
Surrogate's Court-No f i l i n g  data were ava i l ab le  f o r  d m e s t l c  re la t i ons .  es ta te  admin i s t ra t i on  proceedings, o r  guardiamhip/conservatorship/ 

t rusteeship o r  o ther  es ta te  cases. 
North Carolina--Pending data do not  inc lude j u v e n i l e  cases. 
North Dakota--County Probate C o u r t - f i  l i ng  data do no t  inc lude mental hea l th  cases. 

County Cour t  w i t h  increased Jur isd ic t ion--No f l i i n g  data ware g iven fo r  mental hea l th  o r  t r a f f i c  cases. 
County J u s t i c e  Court--No f i l i n g  data were given fo r  t r a f f i c  cases. 

O r q o n - C o u n t y  Court--Pending and dlsposed data do no t  include adoption, mental health, o r  j u v e n i l e  cases. 
Jus t i ce  Court--Data w r e  ava i l ab le  f o r  on l y  30 of t he  44 c o u r t  locations. 
Municipal Court--Data were ava i l ab le  f o r  on ly  IO8 o f  the 170 cou r t  locations. Data f o r  another 14 cou r t s  were n o t  canplete f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  year. 

N3 data w r e  ava i l ab le  for  small  c l a i m  cases i n  one c o u r t  locat lon.  

South Carolina--County Cour t  and C i v i l  and Cr iminal  Court--No c r lm ina l  data were repor ted f o r  t h i s  c a r t .  Criminal cases handled by this c a r t  a r e  
reported as a p a r t  of the a r k l o a d  of  t he  C i r c u i t  Court. 

Magis t ra te Court--Pending data do not  inc lude c r im ina l  pre l iminary h e a r i g  cases. 
Texas--All Courts--Data repor ted i n  t h i s  t a b l e  i s  based on a 185s than c m p l e t e  number of nwnthly repo r t s  for a l l  courts. The response r a t e s  for me 

County Cour t  a t  Law, Cons t i t u t i ona l  County Court, and Probate Court--ninety-seven percent; M n i c i p a l  C o u r t - n i n e t y  percent; 

Utah--Justice Court--The on ly  data t h a t  were ava i l ab le  fo r  t h i s  cou r t  w r e  provided by 161 o f  the 181 j u s t i c e s  of me peace I n  169 ind i v idua l  m n i h i y  

various cou r t s  were: 
Jus t i ce  of  t he  Peace Court--seventy-seven percent. 

repor t s  . 
Juveni le  Cour t - -Disposi t ion data inc lude on ly  cr iminal - type of fense cases. 

Vermont--Probate Court-Pending and disposed data fo r  probate/ni I I s / i n tes ta te  and guardiansh Ip/conservatorship/trusteeship cases do n o t  inc lude cases 

Washington--Municipal and Po l i ce  Court--& data are included fo r  cases normally disposed by 'lite h n l c l p a l  Cour t  b u t  l n s t e d  a r e  d i s p s e d  by D i s t r i c t  

West Virglniz--Magistrate Court--1ncanplete data ware received f o r  cou r t s  located i n  th ree  countle5: t*o repor ted no data f o r  2 m n i b s ;  one rfportal 

Wisconsin--No data w r e  ava i l ab le  f o r  f i t l y - s i x  c o u r t  locations. 

Mary land--Dis t r ic t  Court--Juvenile pendirg data a lso inc lude cr iminal  a d u l t  offenses aga ins t  juvenl les.  The D i s t r i c t  Cour t  hears Juveni le  cases I n  
Kbntgomery County, only. Eiserhere i n  the  s t a t e  they a re  heard In  the general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t .  

Massachusetts--Distr ict Court--Criminal f i l e d  cases inc lude DWI/DUI and operat ing so as to endanger cases. 
Rhode i s land - -D is t r i c t  Court--bbbst t r a f f i c  cases are handled by the  Admin i s t ra t i ve  Adjudicat ion D i v i s i o n  o f  me c o u r t  and as s u d  are n o t  counted as 

Washington--DistrictCourt and Jus t i ce  of  the Peace-Data repor ted inc lude Municipal Cour t  cases t h a t  were p-ocessed by t h e  D i s t r i c t  Courts h i c h  

commenced before January 1, 1970. 

Courts t h a t  con t rac t  w i t h  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  fo r  t h i s  purpose. These casffi a re  included w i t h  t h e  O l s t r i c t  Cour t  caseload. 

c r im ina l  data only. 

JExpianatlon of  data included i n  the category: 

cou r t  cases. The r m a l n d e r  are included w i t h  the c r im ina l  data. 

con t rac t  wi th  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  fo r  t h i s  purpose. 
PData yere n o t  ava i l ab le  fo r  a i l  cour ts  i n  the  s tate.  
'T ra f f i c  data repor ted do no t  inc lude park ing cases. 
S T r a f f i c  data repor ted do inc lude park ing cases. 

I A  c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint. 
*A c i v i l  case i s  counted m e n  i t  i s  placed on the  calendar (has reached issue). 
3A c i v i l  case 1s counted a t  the note o f  Issue. 
' h  case f o r  t h i s  c o u r t  i s  a new c la im o r  an a n c i l l a r y  proceedlrg to an e x i s t i n g  case. 
5A c i v i l  case I s  no t  counted in the  same wey throughout t h e  s tate.  
6The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of informations o r  Indictments. 
7The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number o f  informations, Indictments, o r  complaints. 
'The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number of  defendants on the in format ion o r  indictment. 
9The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count Is the number o f  defendants on the  Information, Indictment, o r  complaint. 

'Orhe c r lm lna l  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  the  number of  charges. 
"The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number assigned to the information, Indictment, or compla in t  a t  arraignment. 
'*The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  n o t  cons i s ten t  statewide. 
"The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number o f  warrants issued. 



TABLE 17: Total casefoad for general jurisdiction. limited jurisdiction. and all trial courts. 1978 . 
State population . Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed . Number and percent change in pending 

General J u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  L l rn l ted 

State 

Alabama ................................. 
Alaska .................................. 
Ar l rona  ................................. 
Arkansas ................................ 
C a l i f o r n i a  .............................. 
Colorado ................................ 
Connecticut ............................. 
Oelaware ................................ 
O l s t r l c t  of Columbia .................... 
Flo r ida  ................................. 
G w r g t a  ................................. 
Guam .................................... 
Hawall .................................. 
Idaho ................................... 
I I I i n o t s  ................................ 
Indiana ................................. 
Iowa .................................... 
Kansas .................................. 
Kentucky ................................ 
Loulslana ............................... 
Matne ................................... 
Maryland ................................ 
Massachusetts ........................... 
Michigan ................................ 
Minnesota ............................... 
Mlss l ss lpp l  ............................. 
Missouri.........................,...... 

Montana ................................. 
Nebraska ................................ 
Nevada .................................. 
New Hampshire ........................... 
New Jersey .............................. 
New Mexico .............................. 
New Yorh ................................ 
North Caro l ina .......................... 
North Dakota ............................ 
Ohio .................................... 
Oklahana ................................ 
Oregon .................................. 
Pennsylvania ............................ 
Puerto R lco  ............................. 
Rhode I s land  ............................ 
South Caro l ina .......................... 
South Dakota ............................ 
Tennessee ............................... 
Texas .................................. 
Utah .................................... 
Vermont ................................. 
V l r g l n l a  ................................ 
Washlngton .............................. 
West V l r g l n l a  ........................... 
Wlsconsln ............................... 
Wyantng ................................. 

As p r c e n t  Change I n  
of f i l e d  pendlng 

End End Beglnntng 
pending F I  led Dlsposed pending Olsposed pending Number Percent 

111.090 109. 085 98 (2.005) 
12. 499l 13. 856 12. 508 13. 4421 90 (I. 348) 
82. 697l M.799l 89. 506l 88. 688j 5. 991l 7 l  
65. 769l 81. 559 69. 764l 71. 739l 5. 9701 9 I  

92. 136 124. 984 115. I54 101. 966 92 82 9. 830 1 1  

38. 109 31. 960 28. 284 41. 785 88 131 3. 676 IO 
12. 515 9. 965 9.532 12.94a 96 130 433 3 

726.659 599. 080 82 ( 1  27. 579) 

33. 367Ir 246.361' 246. 850' 32. 89Iir 100 (-489) 
434. 9201 S7.3851 91 1 (57.5351) 

133. 184l 165. 527 156. 495l 142. 4771 9.2931 71 
10. 937 24. 622 27.767 7. 792 1 I 3  32 -3. 145 -29 

30.20Y 32.65V 29. 3 7 f  33. 483' 90 103 3. 280 1 1  
39. 975' 298. 664' 291. 578' 47. 061' 98 16 7.086 18 

533. 2331 7.633. 949s 5,209.264s 564. 001 1 68 (2.424. 685) 
254. 923' 345.971' 321. 489' 277. 405' 93 80 22. 482 9 
129. 826l' 517. 706' 481. 615Ir 156. 7621' 26.936' 211 
39. 5401 410. 3981r 560. 4131' 43. 2081 3. 6681 91 

1 0. 593 Ir 
103. 722l 
125. 898 
60. 984lP 

IO. 9401 

87.423 

IO. 829 

64. 977 
370. 541 

133. I 94  

199. 433'P 

27. 1 8 1  
65. 473l 

117. 161 
29. 278 
27. 443 
11. 3731 

I 5 . 6 ~  

60. 848 

14. 214' 1 1.608ir 
117. 779 118.58E1 

197. 62I1P 61. 897IP 

28.081 1 9. 999l 

113. 747 90. 807 
23.472 
27. 014 11. 258 

123. 324 

94 (4. 1 2 9 )  

91 (1 .  469) 
88 (15. 415) 

-2.574 -2 
99lP 31iP 9131P I I P  

1031 371 -9411 -91 

97 78 3.384 4 
80 (5. 806) 
98 41 429 4 

25. 123 26. 615 25. 533 26. 200 96 98 1.077 4 
93. 403 101. 421 96. 230 98. 594 95 97 5. 191 6 
26. 406 49. 328 46.345 29. 389 94 60 2. 983 I 1  
75. 297l 96. 177 97. 294 14. 8441 101 (-1 . 117) 
98. 817 124. 499 119.820 103. 496 96 83 4.679 5 

4. 9541r i7.259r 17. 7 5 8  5. 6491r 103 (-499) 

178. 766l 496. 872 484. 373 188. 7501 97 (12. 499) 
267. 9271' 457. 561' 479.178' 246. 141 lr 105 (-21. 617) 

46. 55Z1 91. 320 67. 0901 50. 549l 3. 9971 91 
96. 617 296. 033 287. 207 101.315 97 34 4. 698 5 
61. 294 119. 890 126. 607 54.564 106 46 -6. 730 -11 

9. 976 

26. 201 58.608 58. 815 25. 994 100 44 -207 *-I 

96. 871' 117. 416' 109.959' 104. 328' 94 89 7. 457 8 
388. 004l 394. 6791 377. 329l 405.354) 961 103l 17. 3501 41 

23.473 31.986 27.575 27.724 86 87 4.251 I8 
7. 158 6.974 6. 809 7. 323 98 105 165 2 

105. 106 125. 058 115. 244 114. 920 92 92 9. 814 9 

53.499 54. 054 47. 267 60. 286 87 112 6. 787 13 

4. 412l 13. 944 IO. 533l 4.676l 2641 6 l  

7. 2211 139. 3351 

135. 630 97.8841 

192. 936Ir 341. 540' 301. 096' 232. 869Ir 88 140. 4441 

Beglnnl ng 
pending F I l ed  

87. 631P' 425. 361 IPf' 
14. 767IP 118. 151 

257. 2001 843. 3091 
527. 4511 

16.563. 3655 
69.227lP 260. 526IP 

75.3131Pr 604.358' 
15. 707IP 171. 026IP .. .. 

2.582. 8 5 8  
126.931 I P  569. 4771p .. .. 
65.91 Is 717. 28J5 .. .. 
.. .. 

154. 289Pr 465. 243P' .. .. 

9. 694l 580. 112 
598. 9011C 
215. 974IP' 

2. 642IP 1.184. 816P 
12. 567P 1.107. 0701PS 

247.463Is 2.726. 179Is 

I94 . 494Pr 652 . 718Pr 
19. 2 5 3 b  

496.429 

68.03%'' 420. 8 0 8  

~ 

16. 288P 
68. 761 IP 4.586. 1 5 9  

127. 185P 
87. 833IP 1.319. 602IP 

209. 50Z1 1.462. 007 
29.3531P 

173.681P' 2.051. 46@' 
11P 6P 

163. 346l 968.29 71 
15. 949P 3.002. 202P 
50. 624P 152.34%' 

72. 675P 

57. 729lP 665. 9311P 
.. _. 

2. 8?8P 
549. 218 IP 7.574. 0041 5 

769. 75515 
23. 7 M 1  106. 879 

1.772.706 
1.527.864 

227. 7921 Pf' 

Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data w e  entered I n  t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr ia te ca Icu la t l ons  are Included . Blank spaces Ind i ca te  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  data a r e  no i  
ava l l ab le  or t h e  ca l cu la t l ons  were not appropr ia te . 

.. Not app l i cab le  . 
'Data a re  not canplete: 

Alabama.. L lm l ted  j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--Flied, dlsposed. and end pending f l gu res  do n o t  Inc lude Juwnl le  cases frm t h e  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  . 
Alaska.* neral j u r l s d l c t l o n  cart.. The only  cr iminal  pending data t h a t  were ava i l ab le  nere fo r  felony cases . No j u v e n i l e  pending data were ava i l ab le  . 

L lm l ted  j u r l s d l d l o n  court.. Pendlng data do not Inc lude ather  cr iminal  or any t r a f f i c  cases other  then mlsdewanor t r s f f l c  cases heard I n  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  . 
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j u r l s d l c t l o n  c o u r t s  A l l  t r l a l  c o u r t s  
As percent Change I n  As percent Charge I n  
of f l l e d  pendlng o f  f l l e d  pend I ng 

End End Beg 1 nn I ng End End 
Dlsposed pendlng Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent pendlng F l l e d  Dlsposed pendlng Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent 

400,4521Pr 127,4491pr 9 4 1 ~  3 0 1 ~  (24,9091P) 87,631P 536,4511P 509,537lP 127,449'P 951P (26.91 4lP 1 

808, 282l 292,227l 9 6 l  3 5 l  35,027l 14 l  339,897l 938.1081 897,7881 380,915l 41,018l 1 Z 1  
114,016 17,254IP 97 (4.135) 27,266IP 132,007 126,524 30,696IP 96  (5,483) 

65,769lP 609,0101 69,7641P 71,7391P 5,9701P 9 lP  

251,072IP 78,681 IP %lP 3O1P 9.454lP 14IP 161,363Ip 585,5101P 366,2261P 180,647IP 95IP 47IP 19.284'P 12'P 

463,519IP' 83,47I1Pr 8,158IP I l l P  113,42Z1P 636,318 491.8631P 125,2561P 11,834'P lO1P 
160,498' 22,914P 28,222'P 180,991 IP 170.0301 35,868 

14,309,169S 86 (2,254,196) 1 7,290,024s 1 4,908,249s 86 (2,381,775) 

-- -- -- -- __  -- 33,367Ir 246,361 246.85W 32,891 Ir 100 (-489) 
2,355,745' 91 (227,113) 3.01 7,7781 2,753, I301 91 1 (264,648l) 

542,425'p 151,678IP 24,747IP 19IP 260.1 I 5 l P  735,004IP 698,9201P 294,1551P 34,040'p 13lP 
-- -- -- -- -- -- 10,937 24.622 27,767 7,792 I13  32 -3.145 -29 

689 .69gS 93,4955 % 13 27,584 42 96,1145 749,9335 719,069s 126,97ES 96 17 30,864 32 -- -- -- -- -- -- 39,975' 298.664' 291,578 47.061' 98 16 7,086 I8 
-- - -- -- -- -- 533,239' 7,633,94gS 5,209.264s 564,0011 68 (2,424,685) 

420,106P' 199,426P' 9op 43p 45,137P i 9 p  403,212Pr 811,218' 741.59%" 476,831P' 91P 59P 67,619P 17P 
-- -- _- -- -- -- 129,826l' 517,706' 481,615lr 156,762Ir 26,936l 211 

39,5401P 410,398lP 360,4131P 43,208IP 3,668IP 9lP 

467,901 53,1721 81 ( 1  I 2,205) 9 ,6941~  645.089 528,755 53,172'P 82 ( I  16,334) 
464,632 IPr 969,442IP 464,6321P 
1 1  1,8081P' 10,5931Pr 231.6571Pr 126,0221Pr I l,6081Pr 

2,295IP 2,456IP -186IP -7lP 106,364'P 1,319,010P 120,0741P 121,0441P 14,6801P 14IP 

2,670,0841s 287,158Is 39,695l 16l 3O8,447'Ps 2,925,6171Ps 2,867,705IPs 349,0551Ps 40,608'p I 3 l P  
1 49,437 1 P 1 3,385P 8l8P 7P 158,465' 1,107,070~P~ 149,4371P 136,709P -1.758 -lP 

633,594Pr 248,736Pr 97P (19,124P) 205,434lP 679,857IP 661,6751P 258,735IP 97lP 118,1821P) 
84,726IP 

419,780P 85P (76,645) 87,423P 613,586P 533,527P 90,807P 8 7P (80.05'2') 
29.278p 23,472P BOP (5 ,808)  

276,910P' 74,058P' 6,023P 9p 78,864P 448.249 303,924P 85,316P 6,452P 8P 
1 I ,373'P 

221,l X P r  25,129 42,909 246,674P 26.208 1,077p 4P 
3,845,95ES 74, O9O1P 84 (740,195) 162.1641P 4,687,574s 3,942,188s 172,684IP 84 (745,586) 

I,332,4801Pr 88,491 IP 658IP < I  IP 163,1301P 1,4I5,77g1P 1,429,774IP 163,335IP 205'P C l l P  

157,691l' 4,9541P 46,612lP 175,4491r 5,6491P 695IP 14IP 

26,408 176,519 46,345P 29.38'2' 2,983P I IP 

1,429,941 242,5201 98 (32,066) 308,3191 1,586,506 1,549,761 346,016' 98 (36.745) 

2,020,253P' 203,082P' 98P 1OP 29,401P 17P 352,447IP 2,548,336P 2,504,626P 391,83Z1P 98P 143.71 OP) 
10,856P 1 lP  267,938IP 457,567P 490,038 246,152IP 

925.661 205,828' 42,482l 26l 209,898l 1,059,6171 992,751l 256,377l 46,479l 22l  

158,091P 44,878P 104P 29P -5,746P -1IP 111,918P 272,235P 284,698P 99,442P 105P 37P -12,478 -11P 
2,178.857P 15,589P 73P (823,345P) 112,568 3,298,235P 2,466,068 116,908 75P (832,171P) 

56,941P 82,651P 56,941P 

677,7521P 45,8001P 1021P ( - I  1,821 IP) 83,9301P 724,539IP 736,5671P 71,794IP 102IP (-12,OiSlP) 
-- -- -- -- _- -- 7,221' 139,335l 

2,524P 89P (314P) 96,871P 120,258 112,483P 104,328P 94P (7,771 P ) 
5,815,749Is 348,021 IP 771 (1,758,2551) 737,2221P 7,968,6831s 6,193,0781s 753,3751P 78' (1,775,6051) 

432.378Ps 23,473P 801,7411s 459,953Ps 27.728 4,251P 18P 
110,1391 20,534l -3,260l -14l 30,952l 113,853 116,948' 27,857l -3.095' -IO1 

1,685,552 95 (87,154) 105,106P 1,897,764 1,800,796 114,928 95 196,968) 
1,663,494 97,8841P 

255.1 Z I P r  1121P (-27,355rP) 53,499P 281,8461P 302,3951P 60,288 107IP (-20.5 49l P) 
215,699Is I92 ,936IPr 341 ,540Pr 5 1  6,795P' 232,869IP' 

4,412'P 13,944P 10,5331P 4,6761P 264IP 6lP 

Arlzona--General J u r l s d l c t l o n  court--  Adoptlon data were not ava l l ab le  fo r  one c o u r t  locat lon.  Mental hea l th  pendlng and f l l l n g  data ware not aval lable.  
Juven l l e  data were n o t  ava l l ab le  f o r  two cour t  l o w t l o n s .  

Two o the r  l oca t l ons  of t h e  Jus t l ce  of the  Peace Court r w o r t e d  l n c m p l e t e  data. 

estate,  or mental hea l th  cases I n  t h e  Chancery and Probate Court. 
L lm l ted  J u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--& data were reported f o r  t h e  Court  of Cmrmn Pleas located I n  one county. No data yere repo r ted  for  s e w n  loca t l ons  o f  

t h e  Munlclpal  Court; o n l y  SIX m n t h s  of data were reported f o r  twelve others. No data were reported f o r  forty-seven lowtlom of t h e  C l t y  C a r t .  
P o l l c e  Court, and Jus t l ce  of t h e  Peace Court; l n c m p l e t e  data were reported f o r  SIX others. 

L lm l ted  J u r l s d l c t l o n  court--& data were reported f o r  Jus t l ce  o f  t h e  Peace Courts located I n  SIX count les o r  f l v e  l o w t l o n s  o f  t h e  Munlclpal  Court. 

Arkansas-General J u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No pendlng oc d lspos l t l on  data were aval l ab le  f o r  adoptlon, guardlanshIp/conservatorshIp/tmsteeshIp, other 

(continued on next page) 



TABLE 17: Total caseload for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

Colorado-Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  
fe lony advlsement pre l lmlnary hearlng cases I n  whlch no c m p l a l n t  
was lodged f o r  t h e  County Court o f  Denver County. 

data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  small  clalms cases heard I n  t h e  Court of 
Canmn Pleas. 

Delaware--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--Only SIX months of data f o r  
"name change" case f l l l n g s  In the Court of Cannun Pleas were 
aval lable. The only  beglnnlng pendlng and d l s p o s l t l o n  data 
a v a l l a b l e  f o r  t h e  Famlly Court were m r r l a g e  d l s s o l u t l o n  cases. 
F l l l n g s  and end pendlng f l g u r e s  are complete. 

D l s t r l c t  of Columbls-General j u r l s d l c t l o n  cmrt--Pendlng data do not 
Inc lude estate cases. 

Florlda--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  
j u v e n l l e  s ta tus offense cases. 

Georgla--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--Pendlng and dlsposed data do not 
Includa cases f l l e d  before J u l y  I, 1970. 

L lml ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No da+a were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  c l v l l  cases 
heard by t h e  Probate Court. One c l r c u l t  of t h e  Juvenl le  Court 
reported f l l l n g s  only. 

f o r  c l v l  I e s t a t e  cases, c r l m l n a l  rnlsdemeanors f r a n  non-suburban 
C w k  County. o r  any t r a f f l c  cases. 

Iowa--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No pendlng data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  
domestlc r e l a t l o n s .  estate, o r  j u v e n l l e  cases. No d l s p o s l t l o n  
data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  guardlanshlp/conservatorshlp/trusteeshlp 
cases. 

Kansas-General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--Pending f lgures do not  Inc lude 
s m a l l  clalms. adoptlon, estate,  mental health, t r a f f l c  o r  j u v e n l l e  
data. F I l l n g s  do not  Inc lude other  estate cases. D l s p o s l t l o n s  do 
not  Include small clalms, adoptlon. o r  o t h e r  j u v e n l l e  cases. 

Loulslana--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  two 
locat lons of  t h e  C l t y  Court and P a r l s h  Court. Data f o r  the e n t l r e  
year f o r  SIX locat lons of these cour ts  were estlmated, based on 
varylng amunts of  data. 

c l v l  I custody/support URESA cases. 

f o r  support/custody and mental heal th  cases I n  t h e  D l s t r l c t  
Court. 
I n  two c w n t l e s .  D l s p o s l t l o n  data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  o n l y  
one-half o f  t h e  year. 

Maryland--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--Pending data do not Include 
c r l m l n a l  sentence revlew only  cases. 

L lml ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No pendlng o r  dlsposed data were 
a v a l l a b l e  f a  c l v l l ,  t r a f f l c  o r  any cr lmlnal  cases except f o r  t h e  
fo l  lowlng. Pendlng and dlsposed data f o r  the D l s t r l c t  Court 
Includ3 c r l m l n a l  a d u l t  offenses agalnst  j u v e n l  les and j u v e n l l e  
data, casetypes IncludBd I n  t h e  j u r l s d l c t l o n  of t h e  D l s t r l c t  Court 
I n  Montgomery County, 
general j u r l s d l c t l o n  cour t .  

D l s t r l c t  Court f o r  whlch pendlng or d l s p o s l t l o n  data are g lven was 
other  c l v l l ;  f l l l n g s  are complete. No data were glven for  t r a f f l c  
cases heard I n  t h e  Boston Munlclpal Court.  D l s p o s l t l o n  data f o r  
t h l s  c o u r t  were glven f o r  small  Clalms and domestlc r e l a t l o n s  
cases only; o ther  than t r a f f l c  cases, f l l l n g s  were conplete. No 
data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  a d u l t  mlsdemeanor cases I n  t h e  Juvenl le  
Cour t  located I n  Worcester. 

Recorder's Cour t  of D e t r o l t  o r  f o r  one locat lon of the C l r c u l t  
Court. 

L l m l t e d  j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No c l v l l  f l l l n g  data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  
t h e  Probate Court. D l s p o s l t l o n  data f r m  t h l s  c o u r t  do n o t  
Inc lude domestlc r e l a t l o n s  or j u v e n l l e  non-offense Cases. 
were repor ted f o r  t h e  Munlc lpa l  Court located I n  Troy. No 
beglnnlng pendlng data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  rea l  property r l g h t s  
cases heard I n  t h e  Cmnun Pleas Court o f  D e t r o l t .  

Connectlcut--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No pendlng o r  d l s p o s l t l o n  

I I I lnols--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No pendlng data were a v a l l a b l e  

Malne--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--Pending f lgures do not Inc lude 

L lml ted j u r l s d l d l o n  courts-Incomplete f l l l n g  data were repor ted 

These cour ts  d l d  n o t  r e p o r t  any c l v l l  case f l l l n g  data 

Elsewhere these cases are heard I n  t h e  

Hassachusetts--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--The only case type In  t h e  

Mlchlgan--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  cour t - - tk  data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  t h e  

No data 

Mlnnesots-General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No j u v e n l l e  data are Included. 
L lml ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts-- Cr lmlnal  pendlng and f l I I n g  data f o r  

t h e  County Court do not Include other  faml ly  cr lmlnal  cases. 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  Chancery Court. 

('ounty Court. 

cour t  locat lon-- the Second D l s t r l c t  (Washoe County). 
Approxlmately twenty-f I v e  percent of the t o t a l  s t a t e  populat ton 
I l v e s  there. 

f o r  c r l m l n a l  and t r a f f l c  cases heard I n  t h e  County D l s t r l c t  
Court. 

Mlsslsslppl--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No j u v e n l l e  data were 

L ln i l ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No j u v e n l l e  data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  t h e  

Nevacs--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--Data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  only one 

New Jersey--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No pendlng data are glven 

New York--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No pendlng data were a v a l l a b l e  

f o r  cr lmlnal  " l n d l d m n t s - - 0 u t s l d e  New York C l t y "  I n  t h e  
Supreme C a r t  and County Court. 

L l m l t e c  j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--Pendlng and f l l e d  data do n o t  I n c l u d e  
cr lmlnal  n o r r t r a f f l c  s u m n s  cases o r  t r a f f l c  cases f o r  t h e  
Cr lmlnal  Court o f  t h e  C l t y  o f  New York. 
repor ted f o r  t h e  F a n l l y  C a r t  I n  Klngs County. No f l l l n g  data 
were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  domestlc r e l a t l o n s ,  e s t a t e  admln ls t ra t lon 
proceed1 ngs, o r  guardlamhIp/conservatorshIp/trusteeshlp o r  o t h e r  
e s t a t e  cases heard I n  t h e  Surrogate's Court. No f  I l l n g  data 
were rcpor ted f o r  c l v l l  law, cr lmlnal ,  or t r a f f l c  cases I n  t h e  
D l s t r l c t  Court and C l t y  Court. 

Nor th Caro l lns-L l rn l ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  ccurt--PendIng data do not 
Inc lude j u v e n l l e  cases. 

North Dakota-General j u r l s d l c t  Ion ccurt--Pending data do not Inc lude 
j u v e n l l e  o r  j u v a n l l e  t r a f f l c  cases handled I n  t h e  D l s t r l c t  Court. 

L lml ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  c a r t s - - N o  f l l l n g  data were g lven f o r  m n t a l  
heal th  o r  t r a f f l c  cases heard I n  t h e  County Court wl th  Increased 
J u r l s d l c t l o n .  F l l l n g  data f o r  t h e  Ccunty Probate C a r t  do not 
Include nwntal h e a l t h  cases. No f l l l n g  data were glven f o r  
t r a f f l c  cases heard I n  t h e  C a n t y  J u s t l c e  Ccur t  or f o r  smal I 
c la lms cases I n  one c a r t  locat lon.  

wrongful death, adcptlon, b l r t h  records, e s t a t e  mlnor's 
sett lenwnt, mental heath, o r  narm change cases. 

for  c r l m l n a l  p o s t c o n v l d l o n  remedy cases heard I n  t h e  D l s t r l c t  
C a r t .  

Orewn--General j u r l s d l d l o n  court--No pendlng o r  d l s p o s l t l o n  data 
were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  adcptlon, mental health, o r  j u v e n l l e  cases 
heard I n  t h e  C l r c u l t  Court. 

L lml ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  ccurt--Pendlng and d l s p s e d  data f o r  t h e  C a n t y  
Court do n o t  Inc lude adcptlon, m n t a l  health, o r  j u w n l l e  cases. 
Data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  o n l y  26 o f  t h e  4 4  Iocat lons of t h e  J u s t l c e  
Cour t  and f o r  o n l y  94 of t h e  170 locat lons o f  t h e  Munlclpal 
Court. 

South C a r o l l n s - L l m l t e d  j u r l s d l d l o n  courts--No c r l m l n a l  data were 
reported f o r  t h e  County C a r t  and C l v l l  and Cr lmlnal  Ccurt. 
Cr lmlnal  cases handled by t h l s  c o u r t  are r e p r t e d  as a p a r t  of t h e  
workload of t h e  C l r a l t  Court, found I n  t h e  general j u r l s d l c t l o n  
c o u r t  sect lon of t h l s  tab le.  

South Dakots-General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--The o n l y  c l v l l  f l l l n g  data 
t h a t  were aval lab le  w r e  f o r  e s t a t e  Cases. A l s o  not Included were 
o t h e r  j u v e n l l e  f l l l n g s .  D l s p s l t l o n s  do n o t  Include j u v e n l l e  
cr lmlnal - type offense or s t a t u s  offense cases. 
a v a l l a b l e  f o r  cases heard by t h e  lawyer magls t ra tes o r  lay 
magls t ra te/c lerks who serve t h l s  court.  

canplete number of monthly r e p o r t s  recelved f o r  a l l  courts. The 
response r a t e s  f o r  t h e  var fous c w r t s  were: General j u r l s d l c t l o n  
courts--0 l s t r  I c t  Cour t  and Cr  l m l  na I D l s t r  I c t  C o u r t - n  I n e t y - e l g h t  
peraent; L l m l t d  j u r l s d l c t l o n  c c u r t r - C a n t y  Court a t  Law. 
C o n s t l t u t l o n a l  County Court, and Probate Cour t -n lnety-seven 
percent; Munlclpal Court--ninety percent; J u s t I c e  of  t h e  Peoce 
Court--seventy-seven percent. 

f o r  t h e  Just lce Court were those t h a t  were submlted by 161 o f  t h e  
181 j u s t l c e s  of t h e  peace. 

probate/wl I I s / l n t e s t a t e  and guard1 amhlp/comervatorsh Ip/trustee- 
shlp cases I n  t h e  Probate Court do not  Inc lude cases canmnced 
before January I, 1970. 

aval lab le f o r  mental h e a l t h  o r  j u v e n l l e  cases. 

C a r t  located I n  eleven towns. 

t h e  Magls t ra te C a r t  located I n  t h r e e  c a n t l e s :  lncanplete data 
were r e c e l v d  f o r  cour ts  located I n  t h l r t e e n  others. 

Court and County Court do not Inc lude j u v a n l l e  t r a f f  IC cases. 

l o c a t  Ions. 
Wyornlnp-General j u r l s d l d l o n  cour t -Pendlng and dlsposed data do n o t  

Include any c l v l l  e s t a t e  o r  j u v a n l l e  cases, o r  any o t h e r  cases 
f I led before 1970. 

lncanplete data were 

Dhlcr-General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--Pendlng data do not  Inc lude c l v l l  

Oklahoma--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  c a r t - - N o  pendlng data were a v a l l a b l e  

No data a r e  

Texas--All ccurts--Data repor ted I n  t h l s  t a b l e  Is based on I less t h a n  

Utah--Llmlted j u r l s d l d l o n  c c u r t s - T h e  o n l y  data t h a t  were a v a l l a b l e  

Vermnt--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--Pending and dlspased data f o r  

Washlngtorr-General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No d l s p a s l t l o n  data were 

L lml tec j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No data w r e  aval  lab le  f o r  t h e  Munlclpal 

West V l r g l n l s - L l m l t e d  j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--No data ware recelved f o r  

Wlsconslrr-General j u r l s d l c t l o n  carts--Pending data f o r  t h e  C l r a l t  

L lml ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  c(Urt--No data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  f l f t e e n  c a r t  

kAddl t lonal  Informatlon: 
Alabama--The o n l y  data f r a n  l l m l t e d  j u r l s d l d l o n  c o u r t s  t h a t  were 

a v a l l a b l e  were f o r  t h e  D l s t r l d  Ccurt. I t  began c p e r a t l o n  a t  t h e  
s t a r t  o f  t h e  c o u r t  year. 

PData were not  a v a l l a b l e  f o r  a l  I c o u r t s  I n  t h e  s tate.  See Tables 1 5  and 
I 6  f o r  m r e  d e t a l l  on t h e  sources o f  data repor ted I n  t h l s  tab le.  

q r a f f l c  data do not Include any park lng cases. 
S T r a f f l c  data do Inc lude park lng cases. 
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TABLE 18: Civil caseload for general jurisdiction. limited jurisdiction. and all trial courts. 1978 . 
State population . Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed . Number and percent change in 
pending 

Genera I j u r  I s d l  c t i  on cour ts  L i m i t e d  

State 

Alabama ................................ 
Alaska ................................. 
Arizona ................................ 
Arkansas ............................... 
C a l i f o r n i a  ............................. 
Colorado ............................... 
Connecticut ............................ 
Delaware ............................... 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia ................... 
F l o r i d a  ................................ 
Georgia ................................ 
Guam ................................... 
Hawaii ................................. 
Idaho .................................. 
I I I i n o l s  ............................... 
Indiana ................................ 
IoYa ................................... 
Kansas ................................. 
Kentucky ............................... 
Louisiana .............................. 
Maine .................................. 
Maryland ............................... 
Massachusetts .......................... 
Michigan ............................... 
Minnesota .............................. 
Miss iss ipp i  ............................ 
MissoUri ............................... 
Montana ................................ 
Nebras.a ............................... 
Nevada ................................. 
New Hampshire .......................... 
New Jersey ............................. 
New Mexlco ............................. 
New York ............................... 
North Caro l ina ......................... 
North Dakota ........................... 
O h l o  ................................... 
Oklahoma ............................... 
Oregon ................................. 
Pennsylvania ........................... 
Puerto Rica ............................ 
Rhode Is land ........................... 

Beglnnl ng End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 

70. 465 70. 740 
12. 089 11. 370 IO. 300 13. 159 
76. 691 79. 587l 74. 658l 82. 318I 
56.81 I I 67. 275 56. 504l 61.757l 

3. 09@ 93.177 i . 96Jp 3. 995p 
563. 355 448. 364 

As percent Change In 
of  f I led pending 

Disposed Pending Number Percent 
End 

100 (-275) 
91 116 1.070 9 

103l 5. 627l 7 l  
4. 946l 91 

80 ( 1  14. 991 ) 
905p 2 P  

Beglnnlng 
pendl ng F I led 

31. 78OP 116. 0 5 8  
9. 477p 12.531 

22. 981 39.0431 
22. 1291 

828. 501 
12. 981 64. 345 

34. 258 28. 089 24. 487 37.860 87 135 3. 602 I 1  35. 822'p 179. 445 
IO. 921 6. 672 6. 062 1 1 .  531 91 173 61 0 6 13. 258'p 32. 897Ip 
20. 743' 158. 286 157. 340 21. 7021 99 (946) .. .- 

262. 355 243. 321 93 (19. 034) 215. 208 

8. 953 2. 450 199 55 4. 463 -65 .. .. 

24. I27 22. 716 19. 787 27. 056 87 119 2. 929 12 6. 857 IO. 940 

104.436' 110. 697 103. 409l 110.6191 6. 183l 6l 65. 302P 147. 693P 
6. 913 4. 490 

_- .. 25. 018 48. 172 43.678 29. 512 91 61 4. 494 18 
433. 312i 689. 701 670. 629 454. 69Qi 97 (19. 072) .. .. 

53. 154l 143.817 130. 330i 59. 436l 6. 282l l Z 1  .. .. 
211. 183 200. 991 183. 074 229. 100 91 114 17. 917 8 45. 969p 111.  388P 

31. 621i 92. 076' 72. 813' 35. 129l 3. 5OEi I l l  NH NH 

54. 845 51. 408 
I41.000 

8.293' 8. 023 6. 856 9. 006l 
85. 459 74. 720 62. 687 97. 492 
85. 088 87.856 
52. 786l 115. 534i 113. 27Ii  55. 049l 

8. 700 16.461 17. 594 7. 566 
57. 391 

68. 454 79. 578 77.363 70. 639 
25. 055 20. 025 

8. 473 21. 272 21. 403 8. 342 
9. 038: 

94 

85 
84 130 

981 481 

13. 437) 

(1.167) 
12. 033 14 
2.768 3 
2.263l 4l 

9. 694 111.  149 
61 . 5751p 
40.513iP 

398. 2 6 8  
12. 567p 295. 117P 
43.458' 442. 029' 

107 46 

97 89 

80 
101 39 

.l. 134 -13 

2. 185 3 

-131 -2 
(5.030) 

16.618P 
107. 303 

33.1 15p 50. 471 

19. 640 19. 479 18.960 20. 159 97 103 519 3 16.288P 
62. 819 74.337 70. 579 66. 577 95 90 3. 758 6 55. 270 391. 345 
21. 547 40. 568 36.955 25. 160 91 62 3. 613 17 14. 276P 
65. 472 64.671 63. 907 66. 236 99 102 764 1 54. 664'p 506. 135'p 
80. 369 71 . 221 69. 023 82. 567 97 116 2. 198 3 72.358 264. 120 

4.640' 9.975 9.268' 5. 265' 625' 13' 1 1 .  6911 

152. 4101 254. 758 247. 512 157. 1411 97 (7. 246) 93. 038 360. 477 
168. 482 181. 020 214. 317 135. 180 I18 75 -33. 302 -20 1 I P  6p 
42. 154' 60. 700 52. 117l 45. 027' 2. 873' 7 '  22.781' 78. 908l 
64. 066 186. 106 183. 785 66. 419 99 36 2. 353 4 11. 015p 233. 269 
41. 635 94. 351 97. 439 38.547 103 41 -3. 088 -7 18. 912p 46.109P 

6.795 34. 3 3 B  

South Caro l ina ......................... 
South Dakota ........................... 
Tennessee .............................. 
Teras .................................. 
Utah ................................... 
VeTmOnt ................................ 
V i r g i n i a  ............................... 
Washington ............................. 
West V i r g i n i a  .......................... 
Wisconsin .............................. 
Wyaning ................................ 

16. 969 

77. 171 
31 4. 326' 

22.21 2 
7. 125 

90. 238 

39. 291 
134. 543 

3. 808l 

28. 300 
4. 486l 

85. 909 
296. 127' 
28. 542 

6. 892 

71. 975 
103. 946 
37.042 

188.406 
1 1 .  583 

27. 947 
21. 478' 
81 . 198 

275. 417' 
24. 270 
6. 733 

64. 715 
84.067l 
34. 838 

166. 128 
9. 178l 

17. 322 

81. 882 
335. 036' 

26. 299 
7. 284 

97.498 

41. 495 
157. 170 

4. 023l 

99 61 353 2 

95 95 4.71 I 

85 92 4. 087 
98 106 159 

135 7. 260 90 

93i  1131 20.710' 
6 

I8 
2 

8 

71 

___ 

94 112 2. 204 6 
88 83 22. 627 17 

215l 6 l  

34. 895p 112. 918P 

2.838P 
112.6361p 342. 144l 

16. 662' 15. 475 

_. ._ 

34. 9751 

456. 511 
72. 479 
36.635' 

NH NH 

Note: A l i  a v a i l a b l e  data are entered I n  t h e  t a b l e  and a i l  appropr ia te c a l c u l a t l o n s  are included . Blank  spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  data a r e  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  o r  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were not apprcpr la te . 

NH = T h i s  case type Is n o t  handled i n  t h i s  cour t  . 
.. = Not appl icable . 
'Data are n o t  complete: 

Arizona.. General j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts.. Data do not inc lude adoption cases f o r  Mariccpa County . No m n t a i  heal th  pending or f l i i n g  data were 
a v a i l a b l e  . 
Munlcioal Cour t  . L i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts.. NO c i v i l  data were repor ted f o r  Just lces of  t h e  Peace located I n  seven counlles. or f o r  f i v e  locat lons of t h e  
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J u r l s d l c t l o n  cour ts  A l l  t r i a l  c a r t s  
As percent Chanp  In As percent Change i n  

o f  f i l e d  pending o f  f I  led pending 
End End Beginnl ng End End 

Disposed pendlng Disposed pending Number Percent pending F i  led  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent 

93,255P 54,583P K I P  47P 22.803' 72P 31,780P 186.529 163,995P 54,585P 88P (22,528P) 
9,748 12.200P 78 (2,783) 21,566p 23,901 20,048 25,359P 84 (3.853 I 

38,0081 24.0161 97l 62l  1,035l 5 l  99,672l 118,6301 112,6661 106,334l SOi 6.66Zi 71 
56,81 I 89.404' 56,504Ip 61,757'p 4,946IP giP 

623,007 75 (205,494 1 1,391,856 1,071,371 77 (320,485) 
61,115 16,211 95 25 3,230 25 16,071P 157,522 63,078P 20,206P 4,135P 26P 

45,440 P 37.206l P 1 .384iP 4IP 7O,08O1P 207,534 69,927lP 75,066'p 4,986IP 7lP 
19,806i 17.872P 24,179IP 39,569'P 2 5 , 8 d  29,403 

-- -- -- -- -- -- 20,743l 158.286 157,340 21,702l 99 (946) 
201.51 1 94 (13.697) 477,563 444,832 93 (32,731 1 
140,075P 72,920P 95P 49P 7.61813 12P 169.7381P 258,390P 243,484IP 183.539iP 13,8011P 8lP -- -- -- -- -- -- 6,913 4,490 8.953 2.450 199 55 -4,463 -6 5 

10,200 7.597 93 69 740 1 1  30,984 33,656 29.987 34,653 , 89 103 3,669 12 -- -- -- -- -_ -- 25,018 48.172 43,678 29,512 91 61 4,494 18 -- -- -- -- -- -- 4y1.3i21 689,701 670,629 454,699j 97 (19.072) 

-- -- -- -- -- -- 53.154' 143,817 130,330' 59,436l 6,282l 121 
100,393P 56,964P 9OP 5lP 10,995P 24P 257,152P 312,379P 283,467P 286,064P 9lP 92P 28,912P 1 1 P  

NH NH -- -- -- -- 31,621' 92,076' 72,813' 35,129' 3,508l Ill 

67,671 53,172 61 48 43,478 449k 9.694p 165.994 119,079 53,172P 72 (46,915k) 
39, I 6 3  I P  64IP (22,4121P) 202,575ip 39,163IP 
17,8791P 8.293IP 48,536'P 24,735IP 9,0061P 713lP giP 

85.459p 472,980p 62,68p 97,492p 12,039 14P 
116,424P 13,385P 818p 7p 97,655p 295,117p 116,424P 101,241p 3,586P 4P 
426,0101 55,3931 96 l  13l 11,935i 27l 96.244l 557,563l 539,28Ii 110,448 971 201 14,1981 151 

65,640p 7,321P 8,700p 16,461P 83,238 14,887p 

90,504 84 (16,799) 68.458 186,881 167,867 70,639p 90 (19,014) 
74,0091p 

25,055p 20,025P BOP (5,030P) 
30.i60P 34.363' 1,248P 4P 41.588p 71 ,743 51 , 5 6 9  42.705 1 ,I 17P 3' 

9,038'p 

29,584P 19.648 35,767P 48,544P 20,159P 519P 3P 
387,660 58,955 99 15 3,685 7 . 118,089 465,682 458,239 125,532 98 27 7.443 6 

603,9021P 61,026iP 6.36ZiP l 2 l P  120,136iP 570,806iP 667,809iP 127,262IP 7,126iP 6 l P  
254.984 81,494 97 31 9.136 13 152,727 335,341 324,007 164,061 9? 49 11,334 7 

11,2891 4,64OiP 21,666' 20,557l 5,265Ip 625IP 13IP 

21.547P 54,844P 36,955P 25,160P 3 ,619  17P 

346,321 106,914 96 30 13,876 15 245,448' 615,235 593,833 264.055' 97 (21.402) 

74,708l 26,960i 4,179l le i  64,935l 139,608i 126,825i 71 ,987l 7,0521 i l l 
229.981 9,036p 99 (3.288) 75,081p 419,375 413,766 75,455p 99 374p <lP 

46,347P 18,674P l O l P  40P -238p -1P 60,547p 140.468 143,786p 57,221p 10%' 4lP -3,326P -5p 
22,195P 41,125P 22,795P 

169,673p 21,009P -13.886p -4@ 51,864p 141,218P 197,620p 38,331P -13,533 -26P 
-- -- -- -- -- -- 4,486l 21,4781 

10,856 1 IP 168,493P 181,026p 225,173 135,191p 75 -33,302P -2OP 

2,524p 89P (314p) 77,171P 88,747P 83,722p 81 ,882p 94P ( 5,025P ) 

226,624l 1 17,028iP 66 I1 15,5201) 426,962lP 638,271' 502,O4li 452,064'p 791 1136,230i) 
26.063P 22,212P 63,517l 50,339 26,299P 4,087P 18P 
17,234l 14,903l -1,759 -Ill 23,787l 22.367 23,967l 22.187' -1 .6OOi -71 

434,097 95 (22,414) 90.238P 528,486 498,812 97.498P 94 (29,674) 
176,425 84,067'p 

38,524l 105' (-1,8891) 39,291P 73,677l 73,362l 41.495p 1001 I3151 ) 
NH NH -- -- -- -- 134,543 188,406 166,128 157,170 88 83 22,627 17 

3,808'p 11,583p 9,178'p 4,023'p 215Ip 6Ip 

Arkansas-General j u r l s d i c t i o n  courts--Pending and dlsposed data do not  i n c l u &  adoption, guardianship/conservatorshlp/trusteeship, other 
estate,  o r  r e n t a l  hea l th  cases frcm the  Chancery and Probate Court. 

L imi ted  J u r i s d i c t i o n  courts-hb data were reported fo r  t h e  Court  of  Ccmmn Pleas located I n  one county, f o r  seven loca t ions  of  t h e  
Municipal Court, o r  f o r  for ty-seven locat ions of the  C l t y  Court, P o l i c e  Court. and Jus t ice  of  t h e  Peace Court. Incanplete data were 
repor ted  by twelve Munlclpal  Court  loca t ions  and s i x  loca t ions  of t h e  C i t y  Court, P o l i c e  Court, and Jus t ice  of  t h e  Peace Court. 

Connect icut--Limited j u r l s d i c t i o n  courts-- lo pendlng o r  disposed data were ava i lab le  f o r  smal I c la ims cases i n  t h e  C W r t  of  Canrmn Pleas. 
Delaware--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--There were only 51x rmnths of  f l l l n g  data ava i lab le  fo r  nan? change cases f o r  one loca t lon  of  t h e  Court  o f  

Common Pleas. The on ly  c i v l l  beg lnn l rg  pendlng and d l s p o s l t l o n  data t h a t  *ere a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the  F a n i l y  Court  were marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  cases; 
the f i l i n g  and end pendlng f lgures  given fo r  t h i s  c o u r t  a re  ccmplete. (cont inued on next page) 



TABLE 18: Civil caseload for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

D i s t r i c t  of Columbia--Pending data do not inc lude e s t a t e  cases. 
Georgia--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending and disposed data are Included f o r  o n l y  those cases f l l e d  a f t e r  J u l y  1, 1970. 
I I I inois--No pending data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  probate/n i l  W i n t e s t a t e  cases. 
Iowa--No pending data were aval l a b l e  f o r  domestic r e l a t i o n s  or e s t a t e  cases. 

t rusteeship cases. F i l i n g s  are complete. 
Kansas-General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending data do not inc lude smal I clalms, adcption. r e n t a l  health, o r  e s t a t e  cases. F i l l n g s  ware n o t  aval  l a b l e  

f o r  o ther  e s t a t e  cases. Disposi t ions do not inc lude small  clalms, adoption, o r  mental health. 
Loulslana--Limited j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  two locat ions of t h e  C l t y  Court and Par ish Court. 

t h e  c m p l e t e  one-year per iod f o r  the other  two c o u r t  Iocat lons were ca lcu lated uslng varying m u n t s  of data. 
Maine--General j u r l s d l c t i o n  court--Pending data do n o t  inc lude support/custody cases. 

No d i s p o s i t i o n  data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  guardlamhIp/conservatorshIp/ 

Estlmdtes of  t h e  volume f o r  

L iml ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--Incomplete f i l l n g  data were repor ted f o r  support/custody and mental h e a l t h  cases. Two c o u r t  l o c a t l o m  d i d  not  r e p o r t  
any c i v i l  f i l i n g  data. D l s p o s l t i o n s  #ere a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  of the year only. 

complete. 
Massachusetts--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--The o n l y  d l s p s i t l o n  data repor ted by t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court nere f o r  o t h e r  c l v i l  cases. 

Michigan-General j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--No data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s i x  locat ions of t h e  C l r a l t  Court. 

F i l i n g s  a r e  

L imi ted J u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--hb data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  n ine locat lons of  t h e  D l s t r l c t  Coul r t .  incanplete data were repor ted f o r  SIX  l o c a t l o n s  of 
t h e  Probate Court.  Data repor ted f o r  the Probate Court d i d  not inc lude e s t a t e  cases. 

one county. 

twenty- f ive percent  o f  t h e  t o t a l  s t a t e  populat ion l i v e s  i n  t h a t  d i s t r i c t .  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  proceedings, guardianship/conservatorshIp/trusteeshlp. and o t h e r  e s t a t e  cases i n  t h e  Surrogates' Cour t  nere n o t  aval lab le.  
No f i l i n g  data were repor ted f o r  c i v i l  law cases i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  Court. 

Mississippi--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--Data repor ted f o r  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court and t h e  Chancery Court do not  Inc lude f l i l n g s  f o r  t h r e e  m n t h s  from 

Nevada--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--Data were a v a i l a b l e  from o n l y  one c o u r t  locat ion-- the Second D l s t r i c t  (Washoe County). Approximately 

New York--Limited j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts-Incomplete data were repor ted f o r  t h e  Family Cour t  i n  K ing 's  County. F i l i n g  data f o r  domestic r e l a t i o n s  

North Dakota--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--Termination of  parental r i g h t s  cases are not Included i n  t h e  dI sposed or pending data. 
L imi ted j u r i s d l c t i o n  cour?s--No f l l i n g  data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m n t a l  h e a l t h  cases I n  e i t h e r  t h e  County Court wi th  increased J u r l s d i d l o n  o r  

Ohio-General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending data do not Inc lude adcption, b i r t h  records, e s t a t e  minor's s e t t l e r e n t ,  m n t a l  heal th .  o r  name change 

Oregon--General j u r l s d i c t l o n  court--Pending and disposed data do not  Inc lude adcptlon or m n t a l  heal th  cases frcm t h e  C i r c u i t  Court.  

t h e  County Probate Court. No m a l  I CIaIms data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  one l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  County J u s t l c e  Court. 

cases. 

L imi ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--Pending and dlsposed data do n o t  inc lude adoption or mental heal th  cases from t h e  County Court. Data were repor ted 
f o r  on ly  twenty-six of t h e  for ty- four  locat ions of t h e  J u s t i c e  Court. 

f i l i n g  data t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  were f o r  e s t a t e  cases. 

serv ing as p i l o t  s i t e s  f o r  t h e  new camputerlzed s t a t i s t i c a l  in format ion system. 

were: 

South Dakota--There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases heard by t h e  lawyer magis t ra tes and lay magls f ra te/c lerks I n  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court. 

Tennessee-General j u r i s d l c t i o n  courts--No pending o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  C i r c u l t  Courts I o c a t d  In t h e  t e n  c a n t l e s  t h a t  a r e  

Texas--AI I cour ts- -Al l  data repor ted a r e  based on an Incomplete number of  m n t h l y  r e p o r t i n g  forms received f o r  e t r h  cour t .  The r e p o r t i w  r a t e s  

The o n l y  

D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and Domestic Relat ions Court--ninety-eight percent; County C a r t  a t  Law, C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County Court, and Probate 
Court--ninety-seven percent; Munlclpal Court--ninety percent; Just ice of t h e  Peace Court--seventy-seven percent. 

Utah--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--One-hundred-sixty-one of  the onehundred-eighty-one Just ices of t h e  Peace repor ted data f o r  t h e  J u s t i c e  C a r t .  
Vermont--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--Pending and disposed data from t h e  Probate Court for  probate/wlI I d i n t e s t a t e  and guardlanshIp/conservatorshIp/ 

Washington--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--No d l s p o s l t l o n  data f o r  mental heal th  cases were avai lab le.  
Washlngton--General j u r l s d i c t l o n  courts--No d i s p o s l t l o n  data f o r  mental heal th  cases were avai lab le.  
West V i r lgn ia- -L lml ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--Incomplete data were received f o r  tu0 locat ions of t h e  Magis t ra te Court.  
Wyoming--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending and disposed data do not Include cases f l l e d  before 1974. 

Kentucky--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--The Kentucky l l m l t e d  j u r l s d i c t l o n  c o u r t s  were consolidated I n t o  one D i s t r i c t  Court I n  1978. The large 

t r u s t e e s h i p  cases do not inc lude cases f l l e d  before January 1, 1970. 

kAddi t I onal I nformat Ion: 

Increase In I t s  pending caseload i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of  t h e  s tar t -up process. 
PData were not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a1 I c o u r t s  i n  the s tate.  See t a b l e s  15 and 16 f o r  m r e  d e t a i l  on t h e  source o f  d a t a  repor ted in t h i s  tab le.  



TABLE 19: Composition of civil case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 
State and court. Civil case categories 

C l v i  I cases t i  led  

S ta te  and c o u r t  title 

A l a b a m a - X i r c u i t  Cour t  ............. C j )  C j )  NH 45.548 NH C j )  24,917J 70,465 

Arizona--Superior Cour t  ............ 29,917j C j )  C j )  41,763 7,907 ( j )  79,5871 
Arkansas-STATE TOTAL..... ......... 24.40d 6,642 27,853 7,290 1,102 (j) 67.275 

C i r c u i t  Cour t  .................... 24.408j NH NH NH NH C j )  24,408 
Chancery and Probate Cour t  ....... NH NH NH 6.642 27,853 7,290 1.102 NH NH 42.867 

Cai i fornia--Super ior  Cour t  ......... 86.729 NH 2,725 i75,16d 63,774 4,055 11,893 12,721 206,298 563,355 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL .............. 14,147 3,481j 7,801 45.475 7,267 2,933 800 4,162J 7.111 93.177 

and Denver Probate Cour t  ...... 14.147 3,481J NH 4,933 45,475 7,267 2,933 800 4,162J 7.111 90,309 

6,227 851 359 206 1,044 11,370 Alaska--Superior Court............. 921 1,415 NH 347 

D i s t r i c t  Court, Denver Super ior  
Court, Denver Juven i l e  Court, 

Water Court...................... NH NH NH NH 2,868 NH NH NH NH NH NH 2,868 
16,561 163 11.365 28,089 Connecticut--Super i o r  Cour t  NH 

Delaware-STATE TOTAL.............. 1,859 (j) NH 598 C j l  324 2,357 583 253 698 6,672 
Cour t  of Chancery................ NH C j l  NH C j l  C j )  2,357 NH 4001 2.757 
Super ior Court................... 1,859 NH 598 NH 324 NH 583 253 298 3,915 

Court.......................... 5,230 32.797 107,701 7,281 2,440 680 525 20 1,612 158,286 
F l o r i d a - - C i r c u i t  Court............. 21,761 27,005 NH 18,297 81,985 42,941 13,156 905 56,305 262,355 
Georgia--Superior Court............ 57,573 53,124 110,697 

*Guam--Superior Court............... 930 2,326 27 816 155 236 4,490 

Hawaii--STATE TOTAL................ 1,155 1.434 NH 250 14,6d, 1,912 C j )  47 NH 3.2623 22,716 
C i r c u i t  Court.................... 1,155 1.434 NH 197 14,656J 1,912 ( j l  NH 3,262J 22,616 
Land Court....................... NH NH NH NH 53 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 53 
Tax Appeal Court................. NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 47 NH NH 47 

*ldaho--STATE TOTAL................. 1,728 NH 13,504 13,517 3,891 271J 247 15,014 48.172 
D i s t r i c t  Court................... 1,026 NH 0 2,802 9 271J 200 4.175 8.483 
Magistrates D i v i s i o n  ............. 702 NH 13,504 10.715 3.882 NH 47 10,839 39.689 

a i  I I i no1 s - -C i r cu i  t cour t j . .  ......... 202.975 175,454 649 48,148 93,965 34.154 8.693 117,5313 8,125 689,701 

" Iowa- -D is t r i c t  C o u r t  ............... 72,054J 947 24.218 46,598 143.817 
Kansas--Distr ict  c o u r t j  ............ 29,349 3,249 6,546 10,670 2,697 25.973 8.567i 1,929 144 267 2,689 92,076l 
Kentucky-< i r c u  i t C o w  t ' ........... 1 5,408 NH 30,384 NH 3,039 1,089 5.925 54,845 

........ 

'Distr l c t  ot Co lumb ia--Super l o r  

indlana--Superior Cour t  and 
C i r c u i t  Court.................. 29,682, 74,667 24, I96 72,446 200,991 

Lou is1 ana--[) i s t r  i c t  Court.. ........ i41,OOO 
Maine-Super ior C o u r t  .............. 2,008 1,803 1,318 NH 2,038 NH 76 568 8,023 NH 212 
Mary l and - -C i r cu i t  C o u r t  ............ 4,250 7.902 5.179 NH 3,359 10,988 39,ffi5 632 2,864 481 74,720 
Massachusetts--Super i o r  Court...... NH NH NH 

NH 

Mich igan--STATE TOTAL.. ............ 6,658' NH 90,33Zi 1,161' 17,38Ji 115.534' 
C i r c u i t  Court.................... 6,6Xi NH 90,332l 666i 17.383' 115,039' 
Court  o t  Claims.................. NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 495 NH NH 49 5 

M inneso ta - -D is t r i c t  C o u r t  .......... NH NH NH 16,461 16.461 
Mississippi--STATE TOTAL........... NH 57,391 

C i r c u i t  Cour t  .................... NH NH NH NH NH 13.764' 
Chancery Cour t  ................... NH NH NH 43.627' 

of Common Pleas ................ X NH X X X X 79.578 

Fbntana--Distr i c t  C o u r t  NH 9.016j 3.70d 377j 11,9581 25,055 

263l 9,038I Nevada--Distr ict  C o u r t i  3.387l NH 4,792' 4 8 1 i  115l 

New Jersey--Superior C o u r t  (Law 

M i s s o u r i - - C i r c u i t  Cour t  and Court  

............ 
Nebraska--Distr i c t  cou r t j . .  ........ NH 14.230 NH NH 7,042 21,272 

New Hampshire--Superior Court...... 6,422 NH 3,057 9,997 NH NH 3 19,479 
............ 

D i v i s i o n  and Chancery D i v i s l o o l  
and County Court...........,... 40,233 4,023 29,103 978 74,337 

17,558 23,010 40,568 New Mex ico--ni s t r  i c t  Court.. 
New York--Supreme Cour t  and 

County Court................... 35,684 NH 130 9,573 NH 6,425 12.859 64,671 

North Dako ta - -D is t r i c t  Court....... 732 3,095 NH 501 4,944 83 454 9.975 35 NH 131 
Ohio--Court o t  Comnwn Pleas........ 21,537 NH 97.126 77.480 7.586 2.478 48.501 254,758 

....... 
Norm Car0 I ina--Super l o r  Court.. ... 1 I ,  54 I NH NH 32,602J NH 27,07d 71,221J 
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State and c w r t  t l t l e  

Dklahana--Dls t r lc t  Court........... 7,062 21,924 77.798 8.163 39,644 13,904 2,620 1,051 1,526 7,328 181.020 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL................ X NH X 29,336 6,527 3.773 138 60,700 

C l r c u l t  Court.................... X NH X 29.336 6,521 3.773 60,562 
Tax Court........................ X NH X NH NH NH I38 I 3 8  

Pleas............................ 110,870 19,616 9,025 46,595 186,106 
Puerto Rlcc--Superlor Court........ 2,152 3,564 445 NH 8,093 NH 32,101 NH NH 265l 1.108 46,623 94,351 
Rhode Island--Superlor Court....... NH NH NH NH 505 6,290 6,795 
South C a r o l l n a - - C l r c u l t  Cwrt...... NH 28,300 

PennsyIvanIs-Cour t  o f  Capmn 

I 4,486l 4,486l *South D a k o t s - C l r c u l t  Court........ 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL............. 10,457 7,327 NH 2.777 47,265 1,699 939 11,264 1,053 3,188 85,909 

C l r c u l t  Carrt.................... 9,686 2,614 NH 920 25,979 83 301 8,217 315 1,263 49,378 
Law and Equl ty  Court............. 326 265 NH I 1 1  2,372 209 63 334 30 158 3.868 
Chancery Cart................... 445 4,448 NH 1,746 18,914 1,347 575 2,713 708 1,767 , 32,663 

Texas--Dlstr lct Cour t  and Crlmlnal 

Utah--Dls t r lc t  Court............... 872 NH 141 10,371 3,426 870 217 652 11,993 28,542 
Vermont--Superlor Court............ 5.335 NH 3,194 NH NH 33d 31 6.892 

71 ,975 V l r g l n l s - C l r c u l t  Court............ 24,383 950 11,835 32,190 

44,805 13,539 3,334 549 9,690 103,946 Washlogton--Superlor Court......... 6,882 21,679 NH 3,468 
1,235 905 495 34,407 37,042 West V l r g l n l a - - C l r c u l t  Court....... 

W l s c o n s l n - X l r c u l t  Court and 
County Court..................... 18.584 64,925 2,593 40.946 27.551 2.997 942 240 29,628 188,406 

Wyanlng--Dlstr lct Court............ NH 2.190 9,393 11,583 

D l s t r l c t  Cour t  I . . . .  .............. 16, 5801 NH 151,602l 28,167' 5.354' 94,424l 296.1 27' 

NH 2,617 

Note: A l l  a v a l l a b l e  data were entered I n  t h e  tab le.  Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  the data are not  aval lab le.  

X = The data f o r  t h l s  casetype are known to be lncluded I n  t h e  t o t a l  but  

NH = T h l s  casetype I s  not handled by t h l s  case. 

'These s t a t e s  have a s l n g l e - t l e r  t r l a l  cour t .  

were not  a v a l l a b l e  by category. 

These c w r t s  have no l l m l t e d  
j u r l s d l c t l o n  c o u r t s  under them, so Included I n  t h e l r  caseload are cases 
t h a t  would be heard by l l m l t e d  J u r l s d l c t l o n  c w r t s  elsewhere. 

[Data are not  mmplete:  
Arizona-Total c l v l l  f l g u r e  does not lnc lude adoptlon data from 

Nar lccpa County. 
Kansas--Total e s t a t e  and t o t a l  c l v l l  f lgures do not  l n c l u &  other  

e s t a t e  caws.  
M l c h l g a n - C l r c u l t  Court--Data were mlsslng f a  cour ts  located I n  t h e  

f o l l m l n g  countles: Cl ln ton,  HI I Isdale,  Jackson, L lv lngston.  
Oakland, Osceola and Wayne. 

M l s s l s s l p p l - - C l r c u l t  Cour t  and Chanoery Court--No data uere recelved 
frm t h e  c o u r t  In Tlshanlngh County, D l s t r l c t  I ,  f o r  t h e  w n t h s  of 
Novernber and December. 

D l s t r l c t  (Washoe County). 
t o t a l  s t a t e  populat lon. 

o f  t r l a l  c o u r t  cases. 
o t h e r  c l v l l  data. 

n a g l s t r a t e s  OT lay  m a g l s t r a t e k l e r k s  of t h l s  cour t .  

number of n v n t h l y  r e p o r t s  posslble. 
n l n e t y - e l g h t  precent. 
Freestone, Kendall, Robertson, o r  Upton dur lng t h e  1978 c o u r t  year. 

Nevada-Data are a v a l l a b l e  f a  o n l y  one c o u r t  d l s t r l c t - - t h e  Second 
Thls  county conta lns 25 percent  o f  t h e  

Puerto Rlco--Data repor ted do not Inc lude a separate f l g u r e  f o r  appeal 
These cases are Included by category wl th  

South Dakota-Data a r e  not Included f a  cases heard by t h e  lawyer 

Texas-Data repor ted I n  t h l s  t a b l e  are based on less than t h e  t o t a l  

tb r e p o r t s  were recelved f ran Culberson, 
The r e p o r t l n g  r a t e  was 

JExplanat lon of  data Included I n  t h e  category: 
Alabma-Dther c l v l l  f l g u r e s  Inc lude law, auto t o r t ,  and c l v l l  appeals 

Arlzona--FII lngs Inc lude cases t r a n s f e r r e d  In. Data lncluded I n  t h e  
law category are t o r t ,  cont ract ,  emlnent danaln, unc lass l f led 
c l v l l ,  r e a l  proper ty  r l g h t s .  and appeal cases l n c l u d l n g  c l v l l  
appeal S. 

Arkansas--@peal data are Included I n  t h e  f l g u r e  glven f o r  law cases. 
C a l l f o r n l a - - l ) n e s t l c  r e l a t l o n s  Includes annulment, dlvorce. and 

Cases. 

separate malntenance cases. 

Colorado-Olstr lct C a r t .  and Denver Superlor and Probate Courts-- 
T o r t  personal I n j u r y  w t o r  v e h i c l e  cases Inc lude r e l a t e d  proper ty  
damage; ext raord lnary w r l t s  cases Inc lude habeas corpus and o t h e r  
remedlal wr l ts ,  InJunctlons, etc. 

Water Court--Data repor ted Inc lude o r l g l n a l  and post-Judgnent a c t  Ions 
f l l e d .  Cases l n v o l v l n g  sprlngs, waste waters, e tc .  

Delaware-Other c l v l l  cases In t h e  C a r t  o f  Chancev Include t h e  
categorles of cont ract ,  r e a l  proper ty  r l g h t s ,  and equl ty .  

Hawal I - - C l r c u l t  Court--Mental h e a l t h  c a s s  a r e  Included w l t h  danestlc 
r e l a t l o n s  data. Other c l v l l  Inc ludes supplemantal proceedings on 

cr lmlnal  as we1 I as c l v l l  cases. 
Idahc-Dlstr lct C o u r t - - S m  appeals may Inc lude some Juvenl le  appeals. 
I I  I lnols--Data repor ted Inc lude cases t h a t  have been r e l n s t a t e d  and 

t r a n s f e r r e d  In and t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u r t ' s  j u r l s d l c t l o n .  
Postjudgment and post - tennlnat lon matters a r e  not Included. 

Iowa-Data repor ted Inc lude cases handled by t h e  c l e r k .  
Kansas--AI I f l l l n g s  Inc lude o r l g l n a l  act lons and retrlals/relffitatrments. 

Law Chapter 61 cases are I l n l t e d  act lons nhlch lnc lude t h e  categor les 
of auto t o r t ,  profess lonal  tort, product Ilablllly t o r t ,  o t h e r  t o r t ,  
contract, small  clalms. r e a l  e s t a t e  and personal proper ty  ( r e a l  
prcper ty  r l g h t s ) .  t a x  appeals and workman's conpensatlon lappeals o f  
a d m l n l s t r a t l v e  agency case), and K.S.A. 60-1507 and habeas corpus 
(ext raord lnary n r l  tl. 

Montana--Domestlc r e l a t l o n s  cases Inc lude marrlage d lsso lut lon,  l n v a l l d  
marrlege, legal separatlon, URESA (outgolng and Inconlng), and 
potern l ty .  Estate cases lnc lude formal and Informal probate, 
supervlsed probate, guardlanshlp, conservatorshlp, and t r u s t .  Mental 
heal th  cases Inc lude n e n t a l l y  I l l  and l n e b r l a t l o n  (canmltnents). 
Other c l v l l  cases Inc lude personal InJury, prcper ty  damage, 
condemnatlon, I len,  foreclosure, e v l c t l o n ,  p a r t l t l o n ,  q u l e t  t l t l e ,  
agreermnt s u l t s .  InJunctlons, dec laratory  judgments, c e r t l f l c a t e  o f  
m u n t  due. warrant o f  d l s t r a l n t ,  abst ract  of judgnent, t r a n s c r l p t  o f  
j u d g m n t ,  mandamus, habeas corpus, habl tua l  t r a f f  I c  offender, note, 
wage clalm. anaunt due, unlawful deta lner ,  zonlng, t w e s ,  and water 
r l g h t s .  

Nebraska--Flled f l g u r e s  Include t h e  number of  recpened cases placed before 
t h e  D l s t r l c t  Court. 

Nor th Carolina-Data lnc lude e s t a t e  and speclal proceedlng cases t h a t  a r e  
dlsposed by t h e  c l e r k s  of  t h e  cour t .  

Vermont--Appeals Inc lude cr lmlnal  appeals as uel I as some habeas corpus 
and postconvlc t lon remedy cases. 



TABLE 20: Composition of civil case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 
State and court. Civil case categories 

~~~~ 

( j )  ( 3 )  NH 47.013 NH ( 3 )  23,7275 70,740 
X 10.300 

4labama--Clrcult Court............. 
Alaska--Superlor Court... .......... X X X X X X X 
Arizona--Superlor Court...... ...... 27,695.1 ( 3 )  ( 3  ) 38,2581 8,007 6 9 d  ( 3 )  74,6581 
Arkansas--STATE TOTAL.. ............ 20,253 6,101 26.407l 3,743l (5 ) 56,504l 

C l r c u l t  Court  .................... 20,253 NH NH NH NH (j) 20,253 
Chancery and Probate Court....... NH NH NH 6,101 26,407 3,743 NH NH 36,2511 

Cal l fornla--Super lor  Court......... 64,426 NH 2,047 151.1383 59,769 4,081 11,011 11,339 144,559 448,370 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL.............. NH 1.963 2,834 4.7971 
O l s t r l c t  Court, Denver Super lor  

Court, Denver Juven l le  Court, 
and Denver Probate Court....... NH 2,834 2,8341 

da ter  Court...................... NH Ntl NH NH 1.96d NH NH NH NH NH NH 1,963 
Connect lcut--Super lor  Court.. ...... NH 15,048 I24 9,315 24.487 

Delawcrw-STATE TOTAL.............. 1,727 ( 3 )  NH 6 2 d  ( j) B 2  2,014 571 152 6813 6,062 
Court of Chancery................ NH ( 3 )  NH ( j )  ( j )  2,014 4173 2,431 
Super lor  Court................... 1,727 NH 625 NH 292 NH 571 152 264 3,631 

3 l s t r l c t  of Columbla--Superlor 
Court.......................... 5,012 32,756 107,481 6,830 2,453 682 323 26 1,771 151,340 

F lo r lda- -C l rcu l t  Court............. 22,329 23,040 NH 16,977 77.331 39,915 12,749 596 50,384 243,321 
Georgla--Superlor Court............ 56,947l NH NH 46.462) 1O3.4C?J1 

525 8,953 Guam--Superlor Court............... 2,501 3,925 142 919 941 

Hawall-STATE TOTAL ................ 1,213 1,399 NH 276 12,327J 1,644 Cj) 25 NH 2,90d 19,787 
C l r c u l t  Court .................... 1,213 1,399 NH 229 12.3273 1,644 ( 3 )  NH 2,90d 19,715 
Land Court....................... NH NH NH NH 47 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 47 
Tax Appeal Court................. NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 25 NH NH 25 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL................. 1,550 NH 12,614 12,454 3,165 2401 219 13,436 43,678 

Maglstrates Dlvlslon............. 62 1 NH 12,613 9.605 3,156 NH 31 9,746 35.772 

O l s t r l c t  Court ................... 929 NH 1 2,849 , 9 2 4 d  188 3,690 7,906 

I I l l n o l s - - C i r c u l t  Court  ............ 196,572 171,120 696 59,128 83,532 28,353 8,486 116,420 6,322 670,629 

Iowa- -0 ls t r l c t  Court  ............... 69,978 824 17,1361 42,392 130,3301 
Kansas--Distr ict  Court............. 26,363 X X X 22,777l 9,420 X X X 72.813l 
Kentucky--Clrcult Court ' .  .......... l6,0?6 26,304 2,984 1,073 5,011 51,408 

Indlana--Superlor Court and 
C l r c u l t  Court.................. 25,716 67.480 20,993 68,885 183,074 

Lou ls lana- -0 ls t r l c t  Court.......... 

Maryland--Clrcult Court............ 4.220 8,188 4,137 NH 2,504 8,246 32.467 471 2,015 439 62,687 
F'assachusetts--Superlor Court.. .... 
Malne-Super lor Court..... ......... 1,919 1,597 1,061 NH 1,567 NH NH 260 64 388 6,856 

Mlchlgan--STATE TOTAL .............. 6,469l 88,151l 1,1121 17,539l 113,2711 

C l r c u l t  Court.................... 6,4691 NH 88,1511 5201 17,5391 112,6791 
Court of Claims.................. NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 592 NH NH 592 

Mlnnesota- -0 ls t r l c t  Court.......... NH NH NH 17,594 17,594 
Mlsslsslppl--STATE TOTAL ........... 

C l r c u l t  Court.................... 
Chancery Court................... 

M lssour l - -C i rcu i t  Court and Court  
of Common Pleas................ 7,674 NH 37,404 ( 3 )  332 31,953 77.363 

Montana--Distr ict  Court............ NH 7.4713 2,4973 2913 9,76d 20,025 
Nebraska--0lstr lct  Court........... NH 14.524 NH NH 6,879 21,403 
Nevada--Dlstr lct  Court !  ............ 
New Jersey--Superior Court  (Law 
New Hampshlre--Superlor Court...... 6,350 NH 2.552 10.050 NH NH 8 18,960 

D l v l s i o n  and Chancery D l v l s l o n )  
and County Court............... 37,667 3,704 28,185l X 70,579 

16,851 20,104 36,955 New Mex ico- -D is t r i c t  Court......... 
New York--Supreme Court and 

North Carol lna--Super lor  Court..,.. 10.910 NH NH 30,841 NH 27,272 69,023 
Nor th  OaLota--Dlstr Ict  Court.. ..... 739 2,914 NH 489 4,468l 15 NH 115 101 427 9,268l 

NH 95,446 73.430 7.589 2,220 47,942 247,512 Ohlo--Court of  Common Pleas........ 20,885 
Okla9oma--Dlstrlct court........... 8.469 26,190 95,425 7,894 44.563 16.295 2.894 1,192 1,497 9.898 214,317 

County Court  ................... 36,461 YH 239 9,381 NH 5,230 12,596 63,907 
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C l v l I  cases dlsposed 
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State and c o u r t  t l t l e  + 

Oregon-STATE TOTAL... ............. 
C l r c u l t  Court .................... 
Tax Court........................ 

Pennsylvanla--Court o f  Common 
Pleas............................ 

Puerto Rlcw-Super lor  Court........ 
Rhode Island--Superlor Court....... 
South Carolina-Clrcult Court...... 

South D a k o t s - C l r c u l  t Court!. ...... 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL............. 

C l r c u l t  Court.................... 
Law and Equl fy  Court............. 
Chancery Court................... 

107,126 
9,281 NH 31,205 

NH 
NH 

19.551 8,792 48,316 
NH NH 304j 1,641 47,188 
NH NH 

3,135) 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X x 

3,499' 496l 4,725l 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 

X X X X X 

52, I 1 7 l  
51,9791 

138 

183,785 
97,433 

27,947 

21,478) 
81,198 
46.600 

3,427 
31.171 

Texas--Dls t r lc t  Court and Cr lmlnal  
D l s t r l c t  Court................... 15,2821 NH 148,7161 25,5881 5,4401 80,391 I 275,417l 

Utah--Dis t r ic t  Court............... X X X 2,774 834 67 X X 24,270 
Vermont--Superlor C m r t  ............ 3,413 NH 2,923 NH NH 366i 31J 6.733 

Washlngton--Superlor Court......... X X NH X X X X X 84,067l 

V l r g l n l a - - C l r c u l t  Court............ 21,726 984 10.311 29,956 NH 1,738 64.71 5 

West V l r g l n l a - - C l r c u l t  Court....... 1,205 1,062 903 31,668 34,838 
Wlsconsln--Clrcult  Court and 

County Court..................... 15,773 62,308 1,910 32,775 23,958 2.080 841 197 26,306 166,128 
Wymlng--Dis t r ic t  Court............ 9,1781 9,178l 

Note: A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data are entered I n  t h e  table. Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data a r e  not  avai lab le.  , 
X = The data f o r  t h l s  casetype are known t o  be Included I n  t h e  t o t a l .  

NH = T h l s  casetype 1s n o t  handled by the Court. 

'These s tates have a s l n g l e - t l e r  t r l a l  court.  These c c u r t s  have no l l m l t e d  j u r l s d l c t l o n  c o u r t s  under them, so Included I n  t h e l r  caseload a r e  cases t h a t  
would be heard by I l m l t e d  j u r l s d l c t l o n  cour ts  elsewhere. . 

b a t a  are no t  c m p l e t e :  
Arlzona--Adoptlo", d m e s t l c  r e l a t l o n s  and t o t a l  clvll cases disposed 

do not Inc lude adoptlon data f o r  Marlccpa County. 
Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court--Domestic r e l a t i o n s  dlsposed 

does not Inc lude adoptions. Estate dlsposed does not  Inc lude 
guardlanshlp/conservatorshlp/trusteeshlp OT other  e s t a t e  cases. 
Tota l  c l v l l  disposed does not Inc lude any of  these categor les o r  
mental health. 

Colorado-Dls t r lc t  Court and Denver Superlor, Juvenlle, and Probate 
Courts--The o n l y  d l s p o s l t l o n  data t h a t  could be l d e n t l f l e d  were f o r  
mental h e a l t h  cases. No other  data are Included I n  t h e  f l g u r e s  
repor ted f o r  t h i s  court. 

between J u l y  I ,  1977 and June 30, I978 t h a t  were e l t h e r  dlsposed 
dur ing 1978 o r  s t l l  I pendlng a t  t h e  end of  t h e  year. 
before t h l s  date have not  been entered I n t o  t h e  canputerlzed 
ln format lon system so data on them are not aval lab le.  

guardlanshlp/conservatorshIp/trusteeshlp cases. 

c l v l l  f lgures do not Inc lude small  clalms, adcptlon, or mental 
heal th  cases. 

County. 

(Washoe County). 
s t a t e  populat ion. 

New Jersey-Domestlc r e l a t i o n s  cases dlsposed does not  Inc lude 
contested adopt lon cases. These data are Included I n  t h e  t o t a l .  

Nor th Dakota--Dmestlc r e l a t l o n s  and t o t a l  c l v l l  dlsposed f l g u r e s  do 
not  Inc lude cases l n v o l v l n g  termlnat lon of parenta l  r l g h t s .  

Oregon--Clrcult C o u r t - f l g u r e s  do not  Include adoptlon cases. 
Puer to RIccT-Data do not Inc lude appeal o f  t r l a l  c o u r t  cases. These 

cases are Included by category wi th  other  c l v l l  data. 
South Dakota--Data are not Included f o r  cases heard by t h e  lawyer 

magis t ra tes or lay magls t ra te/c lerks o f  t h l s  cour t .  
Texas--Data repor ted In t h l s  t a b l e  are based on less than t h e  t o t a l  

poss lb le  number of  monthly repor ts .  
n inety-e lght  percent. No r e p o r t s  were recelved f r a n  CuIberson, 
Freestone, Kendall, Robertson, o r  Upton dur lng t h e  1978 c w r t  year. 

Georgla--DIsposlt lon data are g lven f o r  o n l y  those cases f l l e d  

Cases f l l e d  

Iowa--Estate and t o t a l  c l v l l  dlsposed do not  Inc lude 

Kansas-Dmestlc r e l a t i o n s  cases do not  Inc lude adoptions. Tota l  

Mlch lgan--Cl rcu l t  Court--There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Jackson 

Nevada--Data are a v a l l a b l e  f o r  on ly  one d l s t r l c t - - t h e  Second D l s t r l c t  
Th ls  county conta lns 25 percent o f  t h e  t o t a l  

The r e p o r t i n g  r a t e  was 

Washington--No data were a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  number of  m n t a l  h e a l t h  

Wyanlng--DIsposltlon data do not  Include cases f l l e d  b e f o r e  1974. 

Alabama--Other c l v l l  Includes law. art0 t o r t ,  and c l v l l  a p p a l s  
cases. 

Ar lzons-Dlsposl t lons Include cases t r a n s f e r r e d  wt. Data Included 
I n  t h e  law category a r e  t o r t ,  contract, r e a l  proper ty  r l g h t s ,  and 
appeal cases. 

A r k a n s a s - C l r c u l t  Court--La* Includes c l v l l  appeals ( t r l a l  de novo) 
t h a t  c c u l d  not be separated f r a n  t h e  t o t a l .  

Cal l fornla-Domestlc r e l a t l o n s  Includes annulrmnt, dlvorce. and 
separate mal ntenance cases. 

Colorado-Water Cour t -Data glven Inc lude cases l n v o l v l n g  sprlngs, 
waste waters, etc. 

Delaware-Other c l v l l  cases I n  t h e  Court o f  Chancery Inc lude 
contract, r e a l  prcper ty  r l g h t s ,  and e q u l i y  cases. 

Hawall-In t h e  C l r c u l t  Court,  m n t a l  h e a l t h  cases a r e  Included wi th  
danestlc r e l a t i o n s  data. Other c l v l  I Includes supplemental 
proceedlngs on c r l m l n a l  as wel l  as c l v l l  cases. 

appea I s. 

cases disposed. 

jExplanat lon of  data Included I n  t h e  category: 

I d a h o - - 0 l s i r l c t  Court--Data repor ted m y  Include m e  juvenile 

Mlssourl--Appeals are Included I n  t h e  apprcpr la te case category. 
Montana-Domestlc r e l a t l o n s  cases Inc lude m r r l a g e  d lsso lut lon,  

l n v a l l d  marriage, legal separation, URESA (cutgolng and Inconlng), 
and p a t e r n i t y .  Estate cases Inc lude formal and Informal probate, 
supervlsed probate, guardlanshlp, conserratorshlp. and t r u s t .  
Mental heal th  cases Inc lude menta l ly  I l l  and l n e b r l a t l o n  
(cmmltnent) .  Other c l v l l  cases Inc lude personal In jury ,  prcper ty  
damage, condemnatlon, I len, foreclosure, e v l d l o n ,  p a r t l t l o n ,  
q u l e t  t l t l e ,  agrement  su l ts ,  In junct ions,  dec laratory  judgmnts, 
c e r t l f l c a t e  of  amount due, warrant o f  d l s t r a l n t ,  abst ract  o f  
judgment, t r a m c r l p t  of judgmnt ,  mandamus, habeas corpus, habl tua l  
t r a f f l c  offender, note, wage claim, amount dues, unlawful detalner, 
zoning, taxes, and water r l g h t s .  

Vermont--Appeals Inc lude s a  c r l m l n a l  appeals as wel l  as some habeas 
corpus and postconvlc t lon remedy cases. 

ISpeclal source or r e v l s l o n  I n  t h e  data: 
K e n t u c k y - A l l  dlsposed f l g u r e s  were suppl led by t h e  s t a t e ' s  

a d m l n l s t r a t l v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  cour ts  dur lng data v e r l f l c a t l o n .  
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TABLE 21 : Tort caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting tort (auto tort, professional tort, product liability tort, and other tort) 
caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. 
Filed per 100,000 population 

State As percent  Change I n  
popu l a t l o n  o f  f l l e d  pendlng Flled p e r  

thousands pendlng F I l e d  Disposed pendlng Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent populat ion 
S t a t e  and c w r t  t l t l e  In Beglnnlng End End 100,000 

Alaska--STATE TOTAL....................... 401 1,356 330 

D l s t r l c t  Court1 ......................... -- 435 IO8 
Superlor Court l . .  ....................... -- 921 230 

Cal I f o r n  la--Superlor Court1.. ............. 22,839 86,729 64,426 74 122.3031 380 
Colorado--Dls t r lc t  Court and Denver 

Delaware--Court o f  Canmn Pleas'.......... 598 1,679 3,049' 3,142 1,586 -93 -6 5101 
Superlor Court!  ....................... 2,767 3,481 126 

F l o r l d a - C l r c u l t  Court I . . .  ................ 9,132 21,761 22,329 103 (-568) 230 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ....................... 929 3,285 2,032 1.939 3,378 95 166 93 3 219 

C l r c u l t  Cour t l .  ......................... -- 2,135 1,155 1,213 2,077 105 180 -58 -3 124 ......................... 83 148 151 13 94 D l s t r l c t  Court1 -- 1,150 877 726 1,301 
Idaho--STATE TOTAL ........................ 911 1,787 1,728 1,550 1.965 90 1 I4 178 IO 190 

D l s t r l c t  Court1 ......................... -- 1.262 1,026 929 1,359 91 132 97 8 113 

Kansas-Dlstr lct Court!... ................ 2,333 3,249 139 
Malne--Superlor Court..................... 1,115 1,803 1,597 89 1206) 162 

Magist ra tes D l v l s l o n l  ................... -- 525 702 62 1 606 88 86 81 15 77 

Maryland--Circult  Court!  .................. 4,212 7,902 8,188 104 (-286) I88 
Mlchlgan--Cl rcu l t  Cour t r .  ................. 9,202 7,5781 6,658l 6.469l 7,7671 1171 1891 21 72 I 

Mew Jersey--STATE TOTAL.. ................. 7,356 59,639 57,535 55,353 61,821 96 107 2,182 4 782 

Chancery O l v l s l o n )  and County Court'.. -- 53,095 40,233 37,667 55,661 94 138 2,566 5 547 
County D l s t r l c t  Court1 .................. -- 6,544 17,302 17,686 6.160 102 36 -384 -6 235 

Supreme Court and County Court1.. ....... -- 35.684 36,461 102 1-777) 201 
C l v l l  Court of t h e  C i t y  o f  New York' .... -- 59,247 22 I 

North D a k o t a - - D i s t r l d  Court'. ............ 651 732 739 101 (-7) 112 

Court o f  Common Pleas1 .................. -- 23,383l 21,587 20,885 24,1511 97 1702) 200 
County Court1 ........................... -- 113 127 174 53 I37 42 -60 -53 1 
Munlclpal Court'. -- 8,716 17,931 17,484 9,151 98 51 435 5 -  

M l s s o u r l - - C l r c u l t  Court and Court of 
Common Pleas1. .......................... 4,871 7,6141 (l5d ) 

Superlor Court (Law D l v i s l o n  and 

New York--STATE TOTAL..................... 17.720 74,937 36,461P 423 

Oh lo--STATE TOTAL.... ..................... 10,795 32,212l 39,645 38,543 33,355' 97 11,102) 367 

....................... 166 
Oklahoma--Dlstr lct Court1. ................ 2,913 8,696 7.062 8469 7.289 120 103 -1,407 -16 242 
Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL .................. 3,115 9,475 5,489 6,691 8,273 I22 151 -1,202 -13 176 ........................ 114 super ior  Cour t l .  -- 7,721 3,564 4,687 6,598 132 185 -1,123 -15 

D l s t r  l c t  Court!.. ....................... -- 1,754 1,925 2,004 1,675 I04 87 -79 -5 62 
Tennessee-STATE TDTAL.................... 4,462 10,457 234 

~ ~ r c u l t  Court l . .  ........................ -- 9,686 21 7 
Law and Equi ty  Court1 -- 7 
Chancery C o u r t l  ......................... -- 445 IO 

Texas-STATE TOTAL ........................ 13,498 44,425l 26,0091 23,921' 46,5131 921 179l 2,0881 51 193l 
D l s t r  I c t  Court1 , I  ....................... -- 29,8131 16,5801 15,2821 31,1111 921 1881 1,2981 41 1231 

................... 326 

County Court a t  Lau and 
Const i t u t  lonai County c ~ u r t l  , I . .  ...... -- 14,612l 9,429l 8.639' 15,402l 92l 163' 7901 5l 701 

U t a h - - 0 i s t r l c t  Court!.. ................... 1,364 87i 64 
Washlngton-super lor Court1. .............. 3,886 6,882 177 
Wlsconsin- -Cl rcu l t  Court 

and County Court1 ....................... 4,631 19,701 18,584 15.773 22,573 85 121 2.872 15 401 

Note: A l l  a v a l l a b l e  data are entered In t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr la te c a l c u l a t l o n s  are Included. Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  e l t h e r  t h e  data vere n o t  
a v a l l a b l e  o r  t h e  c a l c u l a t l o n s  were not approprlate. 
State t o t a l s  represent  repor ted data only, whlch may or may not  Include a l l  o f  t h e  actual  caseload Information. 

- =  Not appl Icable. 

lData are not complete. 
Delaware--MIsceI Ianaous cases f l l e d  f o r  the New Cast le  County Include p e t l t l o n s  f o r  narm change f r a n  January I th-argh June SO, 1978 only. 

Mlchlgan--Disposed data were unaval lab le f o r  t h e  f o l  lowlng ccunt les:  

Ohlo--Court of Common Pleas-Pendlng data were not r q o r t e d  f o r  a1 I case categorles. 
Texas-Dls t r lc t  Court--The data were c m p l l e d  from 2.988 o u t  of a p o s s l b l e  3.048 m n t h l y  county r e p o r t s  f r a n  t h e  courts. 

A i l  o t h e r  
data are cmplete.  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Jackson County. 
CIInton, H I I  Isdale. L lv lngston,  Orkland, Osceola, and Wayne. There were no d a t a  

No r e p o r t s  r e r e  r e c e l r e d  
f r a n  Culberson, Freestone, Kendall ,  Robertson, o r  Upton durlng t h e  I978 c a r t  year. 

County Court a t  Law, C o n s t l t u t l o n a l  County Court, and Probate Court--On a s tatewlds basis, 2,943 msnthly county r e p o r t s  vere received art 
o f  a poss lb le  3,048. No data were recelved f r a n  Fayette, Foard, Jasper, Lamar, P a l o  Plnto,  Roberts, and Upton counties. 

jExplanat lon of data included In t h e  category: 
Mlssourl--Data may inc lude 5ome appeals cases. 

POata were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  cour ts  I n  t h e  s tate.  

l A  c l v l l  case I s  counted w l t h  t h e  f l l l n g  of a p e t l t l o n  cr canpla ln t .  
zA cIvII  case Is counted when I t  Is  placed on the calendar (has rezched Issue). 
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22: Contract caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting contract caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. 
Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

State As percent Chanp In F i l e d  ( d l s -  

State and c o u r t  t l t l e  
o f  f l i e d  pendlng posed) p e r  

End End 100.000 
Disposed pending Number Percent 

populat lon 

thousands pendlng F I l e d  Dlsposed pendlng 
In Beglnnlng 

401 4.251 
-- 1,415 
-- 2,836 

9.132 27,005 23,040 
929 5.999 9,175 8,689 6.485 
-- 1,879 1.434 1,399 1,914 
-- 4.120 7.741 7.290 4,571 

2,333 6.546 
1,115 1.318 1,061 
4.212 5.179 4,137 
7.356 32,749 161,927 160,022 34,654 

AJeska--STATE'TOTAL......... .............. 
Supertor Cour t l .  ........................ 
D l s t r l c t  Court1 ......................... 

F l o r  Ida--Cl rcu l t  Court '  ................... 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ....................... 

C i r c u t t  Court1 .......................... 
D l s t r l c t  Court I . . . . . . . . . .  ............... 

K a n s a s - - D l s t r l d  Court'................... 
Ma I ne--Superlor Court1 .................... 
Maryland--Clrcult  Court ' .  ................. 
New Jersey--County O l s t r l c t  Court1. ....... 
New York--Clvl l  Court of t h e  C l t y  

o f  New York l ............................ 17,120 19.938 113 
Nor th Dakota--Dls t r lc t  Court'............ . 651 3,095 2,914 94 (181) 475 

85 
95 71 
98 133 
94 59 

81 
80 
99 21 

(3,965 ) 

486 8 
35 2 

451 1 1  

1257) 
(1,042) 

1,905 6 

popu l a t l o n  

1,060 
353 
707 
296 
988 
154 
833 
281 
118 

123 
2,201 

Ohlo--STATE TOTAL ......................... 10,795 51,167 174,814 167,269 58.648 96 34 7.481 15 1,619 
County Court1 ........................... -- 1,146 3,648 3,691 1,065 101 29 -81 -7 34 
Munlclpal Court1. ....................... -- 50,021 171.166 163,578 57,583 96 34 7,562 15 1,586 

Oklahoma--Dls t r ld  Cour t ) .  ................ 2,913 24,673 21,924 26,190 20,407 119 93 -4,266 -17 753 
Puer to Rlco--Superior Court I . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,115 490 445 486 449 109 101 -41 -8 14 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL.................... 4,462 7,327 164 .......................... 2,614 59 C l r c u l t  Court1 -- 

L a  and Equl ty  Court ' .  .................. _- 265 6 ........................ 4,448 100 Chancery Cour t l .  -- 
Texas--County Cour t  a t  Law. C o n s t l t u t l o n a l  

County Court, and Probate Court ' .  l.... 13,498 39,549' 29,242' 25,385' 45,206' 80' 155l 5,857' 15l 217l 
Washington--Superlor Court1 ............... 3,886 21,679 558 

Note: A l l  a v a l l a b l e  data are entered I n  t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr la te c a l c u l a t l o n s  are Included. Blank spaces i n d l c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  data yere n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  o r  t h e  c a l c u l a t l o n s  ware not approprlate. 

State t o t a l s  represent repor ted data only, which may o r  may n o t  Include a l l  of t h e  actual  caseload lnformatlon. 

- = N o t  appl icable.  

[Data are not complete: 
Texas--0ata contalned I n  t h l s  t h l e  a r e  based on less than t h e  t o t a l  poss lb le  number of m n t h l y  r q o r t s  recelved f o r  these c a r t s .  The r q o r t l r g  r a t e  

was was nlnety-seven percent. 
PData were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a1 I c o u r t s  In t h e  s tate.  

'A c l v l l  case Is counted r l t h  t h e  f l l l n g  of  a p e t l t l o n  o r  canpla ln t .  



TABLE 23: Small claims caseload for trial courts. 1978 . 
State population . Courts reporting small claims caseload . Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed . Number and percent change in pending . Filed per 100. 000 population 

As percent Change In  s tate 
pop" 1. t Ion 

State and court t i t l e  In Beglnnlng End 
thousands pending F1 led Disposed pending 

Alabama.. O l s t r l c t  Court'....... ........... 3. 834 27. 391 95.928 75.746 27.576 
Alaska-. 015tr Ic t  Court1 ................... 401 5. 050 7.948 6. 261 6. 737 
Callfornla-STATE TOTAL ................... 22. 839 453.662 346. 214 

j u s t i c e  Court1 .......................... .. 32. 128 28. 201 
Munlclpal Court1 ........................ .. 421.534 318. 013 

Colorado-- County Courti ................... 2. 767 1. 510 10. 294 9. 189 2. 615 
knnectlcut-+urt of h n w n  Pleas ....... 3. 095 84.968 

929 
91 1 

Delaware.. Alderman's Court1 ............... 598 446l 
D l s t r l d  of Columbla.. Superlor Court ..... 670 1.912 32. 797 32.756 1. 953 
Guam-. Superlor Court'. .................... 102 2. 958 2.326 3.925 1. 359 
Haval I.. D l s t r l c t  Court1 ................... 1 .  325 480 

o l s t r l c t  Court1 ......................... 1 0 

I I I Inols-<ircul t Court1 .................. I I. 434 171. 120 48. 236 

County Court1 ........................... .. 62.094 21. 646 

Kentucky.. O i s t r l c t  Courta. ............... 3. 61 I 19. 022 8.578 
Malne.. D l s t r l c t  Court1 .................... I . I15 6. 693' 
Massachusetts.. STATE TOTAL ................ 5. 743 69. 6 0 8  

Idaho.. STATE TOTAL 12. 614 3. 340 

Magistrates Olvislonl ................... .. 12. 613 3. 340 

........................ 

Indiana-STATE TOTAL ...................... 5.446 87. 810 34. 366 
Superior Court and C l r c u l t  Court! ....... .. 25. 716 12. 720 

Iowa-Distr~ct Court'.......... ........... 2.919 69. 9781 14. 64@ 
Kansas.. 01 str I c t  Court1 ................... 2. 333 

D l s t r l c t  Court1 ......................... .. 69.600 
Homing Court1 .......................... .. 4.222 

C o m n  Pleas Court o f  Detrolt.l ......... .. 229 37.759 36.131 1. 857 
D l s t r  I c t  Court' ......................... _- 4.521' 57. 146' 55.976' 5. 691' ........................ 9 242 189 62 

Mlnnesota.. STATE TOTAL .................... 4. 005 6. 762P 35.047P 36. 8 8 9  13. 763 ..................... 6. 455 
County ~ o u r t 3  ........................... _- 6. 762 36. 047 56. 889 7. 308 

Mlchlgan-STATE TOTAL ..................... 9. 202 4. 759l 95. 147l 92. 296' 7.610r 

Municipal Court1 .. 

Concl I l a t l o n  court3 _- 

492 
2. 450 

1 
2. 449 

39. 276 

. ___. 

26.483 
8. 754 

17. 729 
12. 5701 

-___ 

1. 313 
13.504 

0 
13. 504 

175. 454 
95. 693 
29. 682 
66. 01 I 
72.05 4. 
10.670 

15 27.585 
14. 350 

108. 705 
104.483 

................ . MIssourI--Magistrate Court 
Nsbraska.. STATE TOTAL ..................... 

County Court1 ........................... 
Municipal Court1 ........................ 

New Hampshire-STATE TOTAL ................ 
D l s t r l c t  Court5 ......................... 
nuniclpal c a r t 5  ........................ 

New Jersey-<ounty D l s t r l c t  Court1 ........ 
New York--District Court and Cl ty  Courti .. 

4.871 11. 745 9. 728 
1. 561 1. 867P 28. 300 9. 961p I.939p 
-. 1. 867 10.033 9. 961 1. 939 
.. 18. 267 

894 22. 816 
.. 22. 114 
.. 702 

17.720 44.176 115. 778 
7.356 6.118 41.166 40. 535 6. 749 

North Carol Ina.. D l s t r l c t  Court' ........... 5. 739 18.161 171.61 2 169. 275 20. 498 
b r t h  Dakota.. STATE TOTAL ................. 651 5. 396' 5.291 I 

County Court with Increased 

County Justlce Court1 ................... .. 1.091 1.026' 
Ohlo.. STATE TOTAL ......................... 10.795 12.962 90.615 88.166 15. 259 

County Court1 ........................... .. 1.810 12. 944 13. 262 1.439 
Mun lc lpa l  Court1 ........................ .- 11.152 77. 671 74. 904 13.820 

Oklahoma-- D i s t r i c t  Court1 ................. 2. 913 72. 288 17.798 95.425 54. 661 

o l s t r l c t  Court1 ............ i ............ ._ 8.217 43. 422 40.648 IO. 991 
Justlce Court1. I ....................... .. 1. 214l 2. 568' 2. 494' 1. 288' 

Jurisdlct lon'.  ........................ .. 4. 305 4.265 

Oregon.- STATE TOTAL ....................... 2. 510 9. 431' 45. 990' 43. 142' 12. 279r 

Court1 ................................ 11. 865 5. 620 26. 043 27.504. 3.799 
Pennsylvania.-P h l l a d i p h l a  k n i c l p a l  

Rhode Island.. D l s t r l d  Court1 6. 802 5. 382J ............. 957 
%dth Darora.. C l r c ~ l T  Court I .I ............ 689 9. 623' 
Jtah.. STATE T O T A L  ......................... 1.364 13.064' 

c ~ t y  Court1 ............................. .. 9. 758 
Justice of the Peace Court1. l ........... .. 3. 306' 

Vernwnt.- D l s t r I c t  Court1 .................. 498 2.012 6. 252 6. 416 1. 848 
Yash1ngton.- D l s t r l c t  Court and Justlces 

Wlsconsln-- C l r c u l t  Court and County Court1 4.631 17.806 64. 925 62.308 20.413 
of the Peace1 ......................... 3. 886 21. 456 

. 

of f I led pending Filed per 

Disposed pendlng Number Percent pcpu lation 
End 100.000 

2.502 79 29 
79 85 1. 687 33 1.982 

I. 986 76 
88 (3.927) 141 
75 l l03.52l) I .  846 
89 25 1. 105 73 372 

2.745 

too 6 41 2 4. 895 
169 58 -1.599 -54 2. 280 
101 37 -12 -2 141 
93 25 890 36 1.482 

185 1 

(107.448) 

(751) 

25 93 
98 27 
92 36 

43 87 
94 33 
97J 201 

69 31 
47 

67 

971 81 

981 101 
96 5 

78 26 

89l 36 1. 482 
8. 960 23 1.534 
7.883 30 I .  757 
3. 966 45 545 
3. 917 22 1.212 
2. 0761 17J 2.4681 

457 
764 

(7. 657' ) 1.287' 
1 .  893 

(34. 883 I 1. 819 
74 

2. 851i 601 
1. 628 711 410 
1. 170' 2bi 

53 589 3 

1. 034' 

621' 

i o 2  20 546 8 900 
83 (2. 017) 241 

1.81 3 
99 19 72 4 643 

1.170 
12.552) 
(2. 474) 

(79) 
98 16 631 IO 560 

262 249 
99 12 2. 337 13 2. 990 
981 (10511 8291 

99 (40) 661 
941 (65') 168' 

839 97 17 
102 11 -371 -20 120 
96 18 2.668 24 720 

I23 70 -17. 627 -24 2.671 
94 I 27( 2. 848l 30i 1. 832' 
94 25 2. 774 34 1. 730 

2. 297 18 

97l 50i 74l b1 1021 

I06 15 -1.821 -32 219 
791 711 

11.397') 
9581 
715 
242' 

103 30 -164 -8 I .  255 

552 
1. 402 2.607 15 96 31 

Note: A l l  avai lable data are entered In the table and a l l  approprlate calculat lons are  Included . Blank spaces Indlcate t h a t  e l ther  the data are not 
avai lable or the calculat lons *ere not r p p r w r l a t e  . 

State t o t a l s  represent reported data only. whlch may or may n o t  includs a l l  of the acutal caseload infornultlon . 
. 3 Not appllcable . 
' b u r r  Jum ~ s d l c t l o n :  

Alabama.. The D l s t r l c t  Court was created a t  the beglnnlng of the 
c w r t  year to t l e  the place of many d i f f e r e n t  l lml ted juris- 
d ic t ion courts . 

Kentucky-The D l s i r l c t  Court became e f f e c t l v e  on January 2. 
1978. replaclng the former courts of l lml ted Jur lsd lc t lon . 

North Dakota.- unty Justlce Court.. Data were unavallable f r a  

Oregon.. Justlce Court.. Only t h i r t y  of forty-four c w r t  larat lons 

Sauth Dakota-Data are not available for  cases heard by the 

the C O Y r t  I" Hett inger County . 
reported data for  1978 . 
lawyer maglstrates or lay maglstrate/clerhr w h o  serve t h i s  
COUPt . 

Utah--Justice of the Peace Court.. Data reported were taken f r m  
the m n t h l y  s t a t l s t l c a l  reports submitted by 161 of the 181 
Justlces of the peace . 

IData are not canplete: 
Delaware-Thls f igure does not Include data from July. 1977 through 

December. 1977 f o r  the Hsrrington Alderman's Court o r  for d l s p s l -  

t ions during August. 1977 t o r  the Laurel Alderman's C a r t  . 
repportlng period o n l y  . 
Ann Arbor. Birmlnghan. Lapeer Canty. Kalamazoo . Llvonla. Mushegon 
County . S t  . Jossphs County. South Haven . and Southfield . 

Malne-Dlsposltion data *ere aval lable for  the Second hal f  of the 

Michigan.. O l s t r l d  Court.. tb data *re avsl lable for the courts I n  

jExplanatlon of data included i n  the category: 
Ion&-Data reported Include cases handled by the c lerk  . 
Rmds Island.. The d lspasl t lon f igure equals the nunber of cases 

dlsposed by hearing. default . OT set t lerant  . 
PData were not aval lable for a l l  courts I n  the s tate . 
l A  cIvII case i s  counted r l t h  the f l l l n g  of a p e t i t l o n  or conplaint . 
2A c1vII case 1s c a n t e d  when I t  I s  placed on the calendar Ihas reached 

3A c I v I I  case I s  counted a t  the note of issm . 
5A cIvII case Is not counted I n  the sara way throughout the s t a t e  . 

issue) . 



TABLE 24: Real property rights caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting real property rights caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

State As percent  Charge I n  F l i e d  (d ls-  

S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

Alaska--Superlor Cour t  l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ca I I f o r n  I a--super l o r  Court!. .............. 
Colorado--STATE TOTAL..................... 

D l s t r l c t  Court and Denver Probate Court '  
Water Court1 ............................ 

Dei aware-Superiw Court!. ................ 
D i s t r i c t  of Coiumbla-Superlor Court2 ..... 
Fior lda--C Ira I t Court1.. ................. 
Guam--Superlor Court...................... 
Hawall-STATE TOTAL ....................... 

Circuit Court1 .......................... 
Land Court1 ............................. 
O t s t r I C t  Court!  ......................... 

I i i l n o l s - < l r c u l t  Court1 .................. 
Kansas-Dlstr lct Court1 ................... 
Maryiand--STATE TOTAL ..................... 

C l r c u l t  Court1 .......................... 
O r s t r i c t  Cour t ]  ......................... 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ................ 
Houslng Court '  .......................... 
Land Court1 ............................. 

Mlchlgan-STATE TOTAL ..................... 
Common Pieas c o u r t  o f  D e t r o i t 1  .......... 
D l s t r l c t  Court1 ........... ............. 
Mun I c I p a l  Court '  ........................ 
Probate Court1 .......................... 

Mlnnesota--County Mun I c l p a i  Court3.. ...... 
Nebraska-<wnty Court'. .................. 
New Hampshlre-STATE TOTAL................ 

D I s t r I C t  Court ......................... 
Munlclpal Court5 ........................ 

New Jersey--County D l s t r l c t  Court1. ....... 
New York--STATE TOTAL ..................... 

Supreme Court and County Court1 ......... 
C l v l l  Cour t  o f  t h e  C l t y  of New Yorkl .... 

North Dakota--Dls t r lc t  Court]  ............. 
Ohio--STATE TOTAL ......................... 

County Court1 ........................... 
Munlclpai Court1 ........................ 

Oklahoma--0 l s t r  Id Court1 ................. 
Pennsyivan la--Ph I i a d e i p i  I a Mun I c l p a l  

Court1 ................................ 

popu l a t  Ion 
In Beglnnlng 

of f l i e d  pend I ng posed1 per 
End End 100,000 

thousands pendlng F l l e d  Dlsposed pendlng Olsposed pendlng Number Percent populat lon 
401 347 87 

22,839 2,725 2,047 75 (678) 12 
2.767 3,090P 7,801 1,963p 3,995P 905P 29P 282 

-- 3.090 2,868j 1,963 3,995 681 1393 905 29 104j 
-- 4,933 178 

598 412 598 625 385 105 64 -27 -7 100 
670 4,883 107,701 107,481 5,103 100 5 220 5 16,075 

9,132 18.297 16,977 93 ( 1,3201 200 
102 132 27 142 17 5 26 63 -115 -87 26 
929 1,273 1,050 936 1.387 89 132 114 9 113 
-- 406 197 229 374 116 190 -32 -8 21 
-- 83 53 47 89 89 168 6 7  6 _ _  784 800 660 924 82 I16 140 18 86 

11.434 1,075 649 696 1.088 I07  168 13 1 6 

2.333 2.697 I16  
4.212 286.370 2,504P 6,799 

-- 3.359 2,504 75 (855) 80 
-- 283.01 1 6,719 

5,743 12,567P 20.744 7,747p 13,385P 818P 7P 361 
-- 12,179 21 2 

I 49 -- 12,567 8,565 7,147 13,385 90 156 818 6 

9,202 10,767l 192.799l 181.278l 22,285l 94l 12l  11,518l 107' 2,095l -- 7,145 128,840 118.208 17,777 92 14 10,632 149 1,400 -- 3,498l 59,354l 58,584l 4,26Ei 9g1 71 7701 22l  645l 
-- 105 4.580 4,460 225 97 5 120 114 50 
-- 191 25 26l  15l  104l 601 -41 -211 < I  I 

4,005 61 
1,561 67 191 182 76 95 40 9 13 12 

894 2,004 (2241 
-- 1,996 (223) 
-- 8 ( 1 )  

7.356 3.681 97,490 97.020 4.151 99 4 470 13 1,325 
17.720 71,076 72,917 103 (-1,901 ) 401 

_- 130 2 39 184 (-109) I 
-- 70,946 72,738 103 (-1.7921 400 

651 501 489 98 ( 1 2 )  77 
10,795 11,314 54.933 51,627 14,565 94 27 3,251 79 509 

-- 824 2.079 2,532 337 122 16 -487 -59 19 
_- 10,490 52.854 49,095 14,228 93 27 3,730 36 490 

2,913 4,855 8.163 7.894 5,121 97 63 266 5 280 

11.865 

Puer to Rlco--STATE TOTAL.................. 
Superlor Court1 ......................... 
D l s t r l c t  Court '  ......................... 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL.................... 
C l r c u l t  c o u r t l  .......................... 
Law and Equl ty  Court1 ................... 
Chancery Court!  ......................... 

Texas--County Court a t  Law1, I . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Utah--Dls t r lc t  Court1 ..................... 
V l r g l n l a - C l r c u l t  Court.................... 
Washington-Super l o r  Court1 ............... 
Wlsconsln- -Cl rcu l t  Court and County Court1 

1,165 18.073 18.458 780 102 4 -335 -33 

8.570 8,822 10.161 7,231 1 I 5  82 -1,339 -16 
8,020 8.093 9,281 6,832 I15 84 -1,188 -15 

550 7 29 880 399 121 55 -151 -27 
2,777 

920 
I l l  

1,746 

152 

283 
260 

23 
62 
21 
2 

39 

13,498 1,7201 370l 4411 1,649' 119l  446l -71I - 4 l  31 
1.364 1 4 1  IO 
5,284 950 984 104 (-341 18 
3,886 3,468 89 

56 4,631 1,923 2,593 1,910 2,639 74 I02 716 37 

Note: A l i  a v a l l a b i e  data are entered i n  t h e  t a b i e  and a l i  appropr la te c a l c u l a t l o n s  a r e  Included. 

State t o t a l s  represent  repor ted data only. whlch may or may not  lnc iude a l l  o f  t h e  actuai  caseload I n f o r m t i o n .  

Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  e l t h e r  t h e  data ware n o t  
a v a l i a b l e  o r  t h e  c a f c u i a t l o n s  were not a p p r q r l a t e .  

- 5 Not applicable. 

loata are not canpiete: 
Mlch lgan--0 ls t r lc t  Court--No data were a v a l i a b i e  f o r  t h e  c w r t s  In  

Ann Arbor, Blrmlngharn, Lapeer County, Kaiamazoo, Llvonla, 
Muskegon County, S t .  Joseph's County, South Haven, and Southf le id .  

iocatlons. 

number of monthly r e p o r t s  recelved f o r  t h i s  c w r t .  The r e p o r t l n g  
r a t e  f o r  t h l s  c o u r t  was nlnety-seven percent. 

Probate Court--1ncanpiete data were repor ted by c o u r t s  I n  SIX 

Texas--Figures repor ted on t h l s  t a b i e  are based on an Incomplete 

JExpianatlon of data Included I n  t h e  category: 
C o l o r d o - - W a t e r  Court--Fl ied Includes o r l g l n a i  actlom f l i e d  and 

postjudgrmnt actlons f Iled. 
b a t a  were n o t  a v a l l a b l e  f o r  a i !  c a r t s  I n  t h e  s tate.  

'A c l v l i  case I S  c w n t e d  w l t h  t h e  f f i i rg of a p e t i t i o n  o r  canplaint.  
'A c l v l i  case I s  counted when It I s  p iaced on t h e  caiendar (has 

)A c l v l f  case Is counted a t  t h e  note of Issue. 
5A c l v l i  case I s  c a n t e d  In t h e  sane nay t h r w g h o u t  t h e  s tate.  

reached issuel. 



TABLE 25: Domestic relations caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting domestic relations caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

Sta te  As percent Charge I n  F l l e d  (d ls -  
populat ion o f  f i l e d  pend Ing posed) per 

thousands pendlng F i l e d  Olsposed pendlng Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent populat lon 
Sta te  and c a r t  t l t l e  I n  Beg I n n  I ng End End 100,000 

Alabama-< l r c u  1 t Court1 ................... 3.834 45,548 47,013 103 (-1,4651 1.188 
,Alaska- super lor Court) .  .................. 40 1 6,227 1,553 

Arkansas--STATE TOTAL ..................... 2.241 15.933IP 29.809 26,407IP 15,8171P - I l 6 l P  -1lP 1,330 
Chancery and Probate Court1.. ........... -- 15,933l 27,853 26,407l 15,817l 571 -1 16l -I1 1,243 
County Court1 -- 

Cal l tornla--Super lor  Court1 ............... 22,839 175.16d 151, l3d 86 (24,0223 1 767 
Colorado-Dlstr I c t  Court1.. ............... 2,767 45,475 1,643 

Super lor  Court1 ......................... -- 12,533 16,561 15,048 14,046 91 85 535 
Court of Comnan Pleas1 .................. -- 92 19 19 92 100 484 0 0  1 .......................... 2,948 95 Probate Court1 -- 
JuvenI l e  Court1 ......................... -- 44 173 164 53 95 31 9 20 6 

Delaware-STATE TOTAL..................... 598 1 5 9  10.218 292P 185P 32p ZIP 1,709 
Superlor Court1 ......................... -- 153 324 292 185 90 57 32 21 54 
Famliy Court1.. ......................... -- 9,894 1,655 

D l s t r  I c t  of Colurnbl a-Superlor CourtZ.. ... 670 7,854 7,281 6,830 8,305 94 114 451 6 1,087 
F l o r  1 da--C l r c u  I t  Court'. .................. 9, I32  81,985 77,331 94 (4,654) 898 
Georgla--Superlor Court'.. ................ 5,286 43,258l 57,573 56,947l 43,947l 689 2' 1.089 
Guam--Superlor Court1.. ................... 102 437 816 919 334 113 41 -103 -24 800 
Hawali--Circuit Court I . . . .  ................ 929 8,031 14,656 12,327 10,360 84 71 2,329 29 1,578 

D l s t r l r t  Court1 ......................... -- 1.882 2,802 2,849 1.835 102 65 4 7  -2 308 
Magtstratss D I V I ~ I O ~ ~  ................... -- 4,078 10,715 9,605 5,188 1,110 27 1,176 

Court'. ............................... 5,446 47,292 74,667 67,480 54,479 90 73 7,187 15 1,371 
Iowa-+ I s t r  I c t  Court1.. ................... 2.91 9 947 8241 87 (I 23) 32 

Kansas--Dlstr lct  Court '  ................... 2,333 8,744l 25,973 22,777I 9,967l I.223I 14l  1,113 
Kentucky--Clrcul t  Court1 .................. 3.61 1 30,384 26,304 87 (4,0801 84 I 
Malne-STATE TOTAL........................ 1.115 9,5371 4,9841 855 I 

Superior Court1 ......................... -- 2,OX 1.567 77 (471 ) 183 
D l s t r l c t  Court1.l ....................... -- 7,499l 3,417l 6731 

Maryland--Clrcul t  Court  I . . . . .  ............. 4,212 39,065 32,467 83 (6,598) 927 

Massachusetts--Probate Court1.. ........... 5,743 45,207 787 
Michigan-STATE TOTAL ..................... 9,202 31,151l 96,556l 93,015l 33,3331 2,182l 7 l  1,049l 

c l r c u  I t Court1 .......................... -- 31,151l 90,332' 88,151l 33,332l 2,1811 71 9821 .......................... I 1  68 I Probate Court ]  -- O1 6,224l 4,864' I 1  781 < I t  
Minnesota-Caunty Court3.. ................ 4,005 11,588 (289) 

Court  of Cannon Pleas1 .................. 4.871 37,4041 (768j)  

Arlzona--Superlor Court  I . . . . .  ............. 2.518 20,204i 41.763l 38,258l 23,709) 92l 57l 3,505l 17l 1,659l 

........................... 1,956 87 

Connectlcut--STATE TOTAL.................. 3,095 12,669P 19.701 15,231P 14,191P 1,522P 12P 637 
1,513 12 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL ........................ 911 5,960 13,517 12,454 7,023 92 52 1,063 18 1,484 

90 48 ............ 822 I I i i n o l s - - C l r c u l t  Court  I . . . . . .  11,434 58,704 93,965 83,532 70,875 89 75 12,171 21 
Indiana--Superlor Court  and C l r c u l t  

M l s s c u r l - - C l r c u l t  Court  and 

Montana-Olstr lct  Court1 .................. 7e4 9,0@ 7,4713 8 9  (1.544) 1.150 

O l s t r r c t  Court1 ......................... -- 4,129 14,23d 14,524 3,835 102 27 -294 -7 91 2 
County Court1 ........................... -- 281 1,274 1,265 227 99 18 -54 -19 82 

Superlor h u r t ? . .  ....................... -- 7,468 9,997 10,050 7,415 101 74 -53 -1 1,118 
Probate Court5 .......................... -- 2,767j 31 0 

New Jersey-STATE TOTAL ................... 7,356 I3,I39l 102,563 100,58Z1 15,0901 1,9511 15 l  1,394 

Juveni le and Domestlc Re la t ions  Court'.. -- 6,178 73,460 72,397 7,241 99 IO 1,063 17 999 
New M e x l c w - O l s t r l c t  Court  I . . .  ............ 1,252 5,984 17,558 16,851 6,691 96 ?a 707 12 1,402 
New York--STATE TOTAL ..................... 17,720 33,7801P 282,444IP 281,3031 39,5701P 1,5941P 

Supreme Court1 .......................... -- 3,631 9,573 9,381 3,823 98 40 192 5 54 

Surrogate's Court)  -- 

Nebraska--STATE TOTAL ..................... 1.561 4,410 15.5045 15,789 4,062 102 26 -348 -8 993 

Nevada--Dlstr lct  Cour t l , l .  ................ 71 9 4,792l 
New Hmpshlre--STATE TOTAL................ 894 7,468P 12.7641 10,050P 7,415P 1,428 

Super lor Court  (Chancery O l v l s l o n )  2 . . . . .  -- 6,9611 29,103 28,185l 7,8491 888l 13 l  39 6 

Faml l y  Court1,( ......................... -- 30,149l 272.871l 268,647l 35,747l 98 l  13l 5,598l 19l  1,540 ...................... 3,275 118) 

North Caro l lna- -D ls t r l c t  Court  l........... 5,739 20,646 49,311 45,913 24,044 93 49 3,398 16 859 
Nor th  Dakota--Distr ict  Court1 ............. 651 4,944 4,468l 931 739 
OhIw-Cour t  of h m n  Pleas l.... .......... 10,795 26,5701 97,126 95,466 27,848l 98 (1,660) 900 
Oklahana--Dlstr lct  Court  I . . . . . . . .  ......... 2,913 28,772 39,644 44,563 23,853 112 60 -4,919 -17 1,561 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL ....................... 2,510 11,9991~ 29,357 26,2271P 13,171 IP (1,172lP) lOlP 1,170 

Ct rcu I  t Court1 .......................... -- 11,999l 29,3% 26,227l 13,1711 1,172l I O 1  1,169 
County Court1 -- 21 ........................... 1 



State As percent Change I n  F l l e d  ( d l s -  

S t a t e  and c o u r t  t l t l e  

Pennsy I v a n t s - C o u r t  of c c m o n  Pleas’. ..... 
P u e r t o  Rlco-STATE TOTAL.................. 

Superlor cour t ( .  ........................ 
o l s t r l c t  Court1 ......................... 

Rhode I sland-+am1 l y  Court1.. ............. 
South Carollna--Faml l y  Cour t  l............. 
Scuth O a k o t s - C l r c u l t  Courti.’ ............ 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL.................... 

C l r c u l t  cour t1  .......................... 
Law and Equl ty  Court’........ ........... 
Chancery Court1 ......................... 
General Sesslons Court1, I . . . . .  .......... 

T e x a s - - 0 l s t r l d  Court1. .................. 
U t a h - - 0 l s t r l c t  Court’....... .............. 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL...................... 

S u p e r l w  Court1 ......................... 
D l S t r l C t  cour t1  ......................... 
Probate Court! .......................... 

Vlrglnls-STATE TOTAL..................... 
C l r c u l t  Court1 .......................... 
o l s t r l c t  Court! ......................... 

Washlngton--Superlor Court1.. ............. 
West V ~ r g t n l s - C l r c u l t  Court1 ............. 
Wlsconsln- -Cl rcu l t  Cour t  and County 

Court! ................................ 

popu I a t  Ion 

thousands pendlng F l l e d  Dlsposed pendlng 
I n  Beglnnlng End 

11,865 25,268 110,870 107,126 29,010 
3,115 14,487 35,033 34,201 15,319 -- 14,120 32,101 31,205 15,016 

-- 367 2,932 2,996 303 
95 7 5,134 

689 3,135l 
3,041 42,869 

4,462 47.9401 
-- 25,979 

209 
-- 18,914 -- 2,838l 

-- 

13,498 94,359l 151,602l 148,716l 97,245l 
1,364 10,371 

498 4,314 5,109 6,425 2,998 
-- 2.433 3,194 2,923 2,704 
-- 1,761 708 2,308 167 
-- 114 1,207 1,194 I 2 7  

5,284 81,533 73,714 
-- 32.190 29,956 
-- 49.343 43,758 

3,886 44,805 
1,920 256 1,235 1,205 286 

4,631 34,794 40,946 32,775 42.963 

of  f l l e d  pendlng 

Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent 
End 

97 26 3,742 15 
832 6 98 44 
896 6 97 47 

102 10 -64 -17 

9 8 l  64l 2,8861 3I  

59 -1,316 -31 
271 I I  92 65 

326 24 -1,600 -9l 
99 I t  13 1 1  
90 (7,819) 
93 (2,234) 
89 (5.585) 

126 

30 12 98 23 

EO 105 8,169 24 

posed) per  
100,000 

popu 1st Ion 

93 4 
1,125 
1,031 

94 
536 

(1,410) 
(4551) 

1,0741 
5 82 

5 
424 

641 
1,1231 

760 

1,026 
641 
142 
242 

1,543 
609 
93 4 

1,153 
64 

884 

Note: A l l  a v a l l a b l e  data are entered In t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr la te c a l c u l a t l o n s  are Included. Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  e l t h e r  t h e  
data were not  a v a l l a b l e  o r  t h e  c a l c u l a t l o n s  were not approprlate. 

State t o t a l s  represent  repor ted data only, whlch may o r  may not  Inc lude a l l  o f  t h e  actual  caseload Informatlon. 

- = Not appl lcable.  

b a t a  are not ccmplete: 
A r l z o n s - D a t a  do not lnc lude adaptlon cases frcm Marlcapa County. 
Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court-Pending and dlsposed data do not  Inc lude adoptlon cases. 
GeorgIa--Pendlng and dlsposed data do not  Include cases f l l e d  before J u l y  1, 1970. 
Kansas--0 ls t r lc t  Court--Pendlng and dlsposed f lgures do not Inc lude adoptlon cases. 
M a l n e - D l s t r l c t  Cour t - -Dlsposl t lon data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  r e p o r t l n g  per lod only. No d l s p o s l t l o n  data nere a v a l l a b l e  

M l c h I g a n - C I r c u l t  Court--Only dlsposed f l g u r e s  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  f o l l o v l n g  c w n t l e s :  Cl ln ton,  HI I Isdale,  L lv lngston.  Oakland. Osceola, 
f w  support/custody cases. 

and Wayne. 

Only Calals, Bel fast ,  Llncoln, Rockland, and Wlscasset repor ted suppor t /wstody cases f l led. 

There w e r e  no data a v a l l a b l e  for Jackson County. 

Nor th Dakota--Data do not  Inc lude cases l n v o l v l n g  termlnat lon o f  parenta l  r l g h t s .  
Nevada--Data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  o n l y  one c o u r t  locat lor r - the Second D l s t r l c t  (Wasbe Cwntq) .  Approximately twenty- f lve percent of t h e  t o t a l  

New Jersey-Superlor Court--Pending and dlsposed f lgures do not Include data f o r  contested adopt Ion cases. 
New Ywk--Family Court--Incomplete data mere repor ted f r a n  t h e  c o u r t  located I n  Klngs County. 
Nor th Dakota--Disposed data repor ted do not Include t e n l n a t l o n  of  parenta l  r l g h t s  cases. 
Ohlo-Pendlng data were not repor ted f o r  a l l  categories. 
O r e g o n - - C l r w l t  Cour t - -Dlsposl t lon and pendlng data do not Inc lude adoptlon cases. 
South Dakota--Data repor ted do not  jnc lude any cases dlsposed by t h e  lawyer maglstrates or lay n a g l s t r a t e / c l e r k s  who serve t h e  cour t .  
Tennessee-General Sesslons Court--Data were repor ted f o r  only 14 o u t  o f  a poss lb le  92 courts. 
Texas--Data repor ted here are based on a less than c m p l e t e  number of  m n t h l y  s t a t l s t l c a l  r e p o r t s  recelved. The r e p o r t l n g  r a t e  f o r  

Probate Court--1ncanplete data were a v a l l a b l e  frm c a r t s  located I n  Charlevolx, Genesse, Luce, Marquette, Wayne, and Wexford. 

s t a t e  populat lon I I v e s  In t h l s  county. 
F I I  Ings a r e  c m p l e t e .  

t h l s  c o u r t  was n lnety-e lght  percent. 
JExplanatlon of  data Included I n  t h e  category: 

Call fornla--Data Include annulrent, dlvorce, and separate maintenance cases. 
Iowa--The dlsposed f l g u r e  represents  the number o f  cases c lcsed by formal hearlng. 
Mlssourl-Data may Inc lude some appeal cases. 
Montonw-Cases Inc lude marrlage d lsso lut lon,  I n v a l l d  marrlage. legal  separatlon. URESA ( w t g o l n g  and Incanlng), and paternity. 
Nebraska--Flied f l g u r e s  Inc lude t h e  number of reopened cases placed before t h e  D l s h l c t  C o u r t .  
New Hampshlre-Probate Court--Data Include Involuntary  canmltment (mental h e a l t h )  cases. 

POata were not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  cour ts  I n  t h e  state. 

)A c l v l l  case Is counted wl th  t h e  f l l l n g  of  a p e t l t l o n  or complalnt. 
’A c l v l l  case Is  counted when It Is placed on t h e  calendar (has reached Issue). 
3A c l v l l  case I s  counted a t  t h e  note of  Issue. 
5A c l v l l  case Is not counted In t h e  s a w  way t h r w g h o u t  t h e  state. 



70 

TABLE 26: Estate caseload for trial courts. 1978 . 
State population . Courts reporting estate caseload . Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed . 
Number and percent change in pending . Filed per 100. 000 population 

As percent Changs In F l l e d  (dls-  
of f I led pendlng posedl per 

State 
populat Ion 

State and court  t i t l e  I n  Beglnnlng End End 100.000 
thousands pendlng F i l e d  Disposed pendlng Disposed pending Number Percent populatlon ................ Alaska.. Superior Court'... 401 851 212 

Arlzoob-Superior Court1 2. 518 28. 758 7. 907 8. 007 28. 658 101 362 -100 <-I 314 .................. 
.. Arkansas.- Chancery and Probate Court'... 2. 241 14. 43i1 7. 270 3.743l 14.797l 366l 3 [  325 

Cal Ifornla-Superior Court'. 22. 839 63. 714 59.780 94 (3. 994 I 279 
Coloradw- D l s t r l c t  Court and 

Denver Probate Court1 2. 761 7.267 263 
Connecticut--Probate Court'. 3. 095 42.736 1. 381 

D l s t r i c t  of ~01umbla.- Superlor Court2 670 2. 440 2. 453 101 (-13) 36 4 
Florida-<ircult  Court1 9. 132 42.941 M.915 93 ( 3 .  0261 470 
Guam-Superlor Court 102 827 155 94 1 41 607 26 -786 -95 152 
Hawall.< l r c u l t  Court 929 7.182 1. 912 1. 644 7. 450 86 390 268 4 206 

.............. 
................ .............. .............. DeIaware-Court o f  Chancery 598 6. 820 2. 357 2.014 1. 163 85 304 343 5 394 ..... ................... ...................... .................... ........................ Idaho-- STATE TOTAL 911 3. 873 3. 891 3. I65 4. 599 81 I 1 8  726 19 427 

01 s t r i c t  court1 ......................... 
Maglstrates Dlvl~lon~ ................... 

I I I i noi s-<ircul t Court1 .................. 
Indiana.. STATE TOTAL ...................... 

Superior Court and ~ i r c u ~ t  Court1 ....... 
Probate Court! .......................... 

Iowa.. D I s t r I c t  Court'. .................... 
Kansas-Distrlct Court! .................. 
Kentucky-DI s i r  I c t  Courti ................. 
Mary I and-€ l r cu  It Courti .................. 
M.ssaChUsetts--Pr~bate Court1 ............. 
Minnesota-+ounty Court1 .................. 
Missourl-- Probate Court1 .................. 
Hon t ana-+ i str I c t  Court I .................. 
Nebraska-County Court1 .................. 
Nevada.. D l s t r l c t  Court' .................. 
New Hampshire-- Probate Court5 ............ 
New Jersey-Superlor Court 

and County Court2 ...................... 
New York-. STATE TOTAL .................... 

Family Court] .......................... 
Surrogates' Court! ..................... 

North Carolina--Superlor Court' .......... 
North Dakota-. STATE TOTAL ................ 

o l s t r l d  Court1 ........................ 
County Court wi th 

I "creased j ur i sd l c t l on l  .............. 
County Probate Court1 .................. 

Ohio-< our t  o f  Common Pleas'. ............. 
O<lahoma.- D l s t r  Id Court! ................. 
Oregon-. STATE TOTAL ....................... 

Circuit h u r t 1  .......................... 
D l  str I c t  Court1 ......................... 
county Court1 ........................... 

Pennsy Ivania-<ourt of ~ m m o n  Pleas1 ...... 
b u t h  Dakota.. C I rcu I t Court] ............. 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL .................... 

Lav and Equity Court1 .................. 
Chancery Court1 ........................ 
C i r c u i t  Court1 ......................... 

Texas.< ounty Court a t  Law. Constitutional 

_ _  
.. 

1 I. 434 
5. 446 
.. 
.. 

2. 919 
2.333 
3. 61 1 
4. 212 
5. 743 
4. 005 
4. 871 

784 
I. 561 

119 
894 

7.356 
17.720 .. 
.. 

5. 739 
651 
.. 

.. 

.. 
10.795 
2.913 
2. 510 .. 

8. 567' 9. 420 

632 471 
8. lOd 34. 756 15. 909 26. 951 

54. 890 
17. 401' 5. 58Ii  6. 978 17. 56Zi 

11.102 9. 625 
3. 704 2. 497 

21. 966 10. 865 10. 190 22. 641 
481 ' 

13. 019 

978 
459'p 53.300' 82. 046' 325IP 
4591 786' 9201 325l 

46 78 18.847j 239 
75 (161 ) 

3151 1611 . II 
e l  (1.477) 
67 i 1.207) 
94 208 675 3 

9 9 0 0  15 15 100 161 1 
3. 858 3. 882 3. 156 4. 584 81 I18  726 19 426 

73. 227 28. 730 25. 767 76.190 90 265 2. 963 4 528 

9. 402 4. 534 4. 774 9. 162 105 202 -240 -3 83 
24.218 17. 136i 830 

(4041 
963 

15 
956 

(1741 
228 
412 
6% 

1. 456 

13 
(4631 I 

34. 154 28. 353 83 (5. 801 I 299 

63.825 24. 196 20. 993 67. 028 8 1  271 3 .  203 5 444 

(51 ) 
52. 514' 81. 126 (4581 

45.106 32. 602 30. 841 47. 467 95 146 1. 761 4 568 
3. 761 2.61 1 69 (1.150) 578 

35 15 43 (201 5 

1 .  787 1. 472 
68. 768l 77.480 13. 430 70. 629' 

(3151 275 
(4.050) 718 

1.939 1.124 58 (8151 298 
82 
95 

111 114 
95 232 
93 232 

199 115 
115 294 
99 7 
781 

.. 
I I. 865 

689 
4.462 .. 
.. 
.. 

County Court . and Probate Court1. .... 13.498 57. 5741 427l 
Utah.. D l s t r l c t  Court'. .................... 1.364 2. 844 3. 426 2.714 3. 496 81 I02 652 23 251 

Washington-wsuper lor Court! 3. 886 13. 5 8  348 
Wlsconsln.. County Court' 4. 631 41. 929 27. 551 23. 938 45. 697 87 166 3.760 9 595 

................... Vermont-. Probate Court! 498 9. 786l 3 .  131 2. 417 10.5001 17 i l l 4 1  629 ............... ................. .................. Wyoml ng.. D l  s t r i c t  Court! 431 2.190 508 

18. 260 13. 904 16. 295 15.867 
15. 223 6. 722 6. 365 15. 580 
14. 685 6. 521 6085 15. 127 

143 67 133 17 
395 I28 I 4 1  376 

I .  401 19.616 19.551 1.466 
4.486l 3. 499l 
I. 639 

209 
I .  347 

83 

.2. 393 -13 477 
357 2 268 
442 3 260 
-66 -46 3 
-19 -5 5 
65 5 165 

(9871 I 6511 
37 

5 
30 

2 

Note: A l l  aval lable data are entered i n  the tab le  and a l l  appropriate calculat lons are Included . Blank spaces lndlcdte t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data m r e  not 
available or the  calculat ions were not app?qrlate . 

State t o t a l s  represent reported data only. which may or may not Include a l l  of the  actual caseload Information . 
- = Not applicable. 

]Data are  n o t  cmplete: 
Arkansas.. Dlsposl t ion and pendlng data do not include guardlanshlp/ 

c o n S B T v ~ t o T s h I p / t r U S t e e s h i p  o r  other estate cams. + 

Iowa.. Disposed data do not Include guardianship/conservatorshlp/ 
trusteeship cases . 

Kansas-Determination of descent and mlscellaneous probate actions 
a r e  not Included In the  f i l e d  data . 

Mlnnesota.. Pending and f i l e d  f igures Include probate/wlIIs/ 
in tes ta te  data only . 

Nsr York.. F a m l I y  Caurt.. lncmple te  data were reported f r m  Kings 

F i l ings  are c m p l e t e  . 

Dlsposltlon data are cmple te  . 
County . 
proceedlngs . guardlanship/conservatorshlp/trusteeshlp. or 
other estate . 
Second D l s t r i c t  (Washoe County) . Approxlmately twenty-five 
percent o f  the  t o t a l  s ta te  population l i ves  I n  the  county . 

Surrogates' Court-Flllng f igure  does n o t  Include admlnistration 

Nevada.. Data were avai lable for only one court  locat low-the 

Ohio.. Pending data do not Include minor's settlement cases . 
South Dakota-Flgwes do not Include data tor cases handled by the  lay 

Texas-Data contained I n  t h i s  tab le  are based on less than the  t o t a l  
o r  lawyer magistrates of the C l r a l t  C a r t  . 
possible number of m n t h l y  reports received fo r  these c a r t s  . The 
r e p r t l n g  r a t e  was nlnety-seven percent . 
January I . 1970 . Vermont.. Pending data do not Include cases f i l e d  before 

jExpianation of data included in the  category: 
Kentucky-%eglnnlng pending cases were t ransferred t o  t h e  D l s t r i d  

Court upon I t s  Inception . 
mats were not w a l l a b l e  fa r  a l l  c a r t s  In t h e  State . 
' A  cIvII case l e  c a n t e d  v l t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or c m p l a l n t  . 
'A c i v i l  case Is counted when it I s  placed on the calendar (has 

5A c l v i l  case I s  not counted i n  t h e  sa188 way throughout the  s t a t e  . reached Issue)  . 
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TABLE 27: Mental health caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting mental health caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

State As percent ChangJ In F I l e d  (d ls-  
populat  Ion of  f l l e d  pendlng posed) p e r  

thousands pendlng F i l e d  Dlsposed pendlng Disposed pending Number Percent pcpu l a t l o n  
State and c o u r t  t l t l e  In Beglnnlng End End 100.000 

Alaska--Superlor Court’. 401 359 90 
Arizona--Superlor Court1.. 2,518 6 9 d  ( 2 . d )  
Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court).. 2,241 1,102 49 
Cal I forn la- -Super lor  c o u r t ]  22.839 4,055 4,081 101 (-26) I8  

.................. ................ ... ............... 
Colorado-Olstr lct Court, Denver Probate 

Court, and Denver Juvenl le  Court I . . . . .  2,767 1,169 2,933 2,834 1,268 97 43 99 8 106 
Connecticut--Probate Court1 3,095 1,969 64 ............... 
De I aware-Superlor Court1 ................. 598 92 5 83 571 I04 98 I8 12 13 97 
D l s t r  Id of  Columbia--Superlor CourtZ.. ... 670 64 680 682 62 100 9 -2 -3 I01 

F l o r l d a - C l r c u l t  Court1 9.132 13,156 12.749 97 (407) 144 

K a n s a s - - 0 l s t r l d  Court1 2,333 1,929 8 3  
M a i n e - D l s t r l c t  Court!. 1,115 646l 375l 581 

Mlchlgan--Probate Court‘ . .  9,202 1,482l 4,857l 4.964l 1.375l 102l 281 -107l -7l 531 

M o n t a n s - D l s t r l c t  Court’. 784 3775 2915 775 tad) 481 
Nevada--Dish Id CourtI,l.. ............... 719 1151 

New York--Family Caurtl,l. 17,720 31 6l 91 Oi 1501 O 1  -31 -1001 <1 I 

................... ................ I l l i n o i s - - C l r c u l t  Court‘.. 11.434 1,302 8,693 8,486 1,525 98 18 223 17 76 ................... ................... 
................ .................. Mlnnesota--County Court3 4.005 1,536 ( 38! ................. 

................ 
North Dakota--STATE TOTAL................. 651 1,004 (1541 

........................ 957 (147) 
47 ( 7 )  

County Court w l t h  Increased 
Jur Isd Ict Ion’. -- 

County Probate cour t1  -- ................... 
Ohio--Court of Cannon Pleas I . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,795 7,586 7,589 100 -3 70 

90 
150 
150 

Oklahana--0 ls t r lc t  Court1 2,913 1,103 2,620 2,894 829 110 32 ................. ..................... -274 -”( Oregon--STATE TOTAL.. 2,510 3.773 
Circuit Court1 .......................... -- 3.773 
County mrtl. -_ 0 0 

South Dakota-€ l rcu l t  Courtl.. ............ 689 496I (72I)  

C i r c u i t  Court2 -- 7 
Chancery h u r t 1  _- 
Law and Equi ty  c o u r t 1  -- I 

........................... 
..... 7 PennsylvanIs-Cour t  of Cannon Pleas’. 11,865 330 9,025 8,792 597 97 267 81 76 

.................... Tennessew-STATE TOTAL 4,462 939 21 .......................... 30 1 

................... 63 
......................... 575 13  

..................... U t a h - - 0 l s t r l c t  Court1 1,364 870 64 
Vermnt--STATE TOTAL..................,... 49 8 72 430 450 52 I05 12 -20 -28 86 

71 4 28 448 51 105 12 -20 -28 86 
100 50 0 < I  

Wash lngton--Superlor Court1 3,886 3,334 86 

Wlsconsln--Clrcult  Court and County Court ‘  4,631 730 2,997 2,080 1.648 69 55 918 126 65 

District Court l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _- 
Probate Court‘. -- ......................... 1 2 2 1 ............... ........ West V i r g i n l s - C i r c u l t  Court I . . . . .  1.920 52 I 905 1,062 364 117 40 -157 -30 47 

Note: A l l  a v a l l a b l e  data are  entered I n  the t a b l e  and a l l  appropr ia te c a l c u l a t l o n s  are Included. Blank spaces l n d l c a t s  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  data were n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  o r  the c a l c u l a t i o n s  were not appropriate. 

State t o t a l s  represent  repor ted data only, vh ich may o r  may not  inc lude a11 of t h q  actual  caseload Informatlon. 

- N o t  appl Icable. 

iData are not canplete: 
M a i n e - D i s p s l t l o n  data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  the second h a l f  of t h e  reporting p e r i o d  only. 
Mlchlgan--1ncanplete data were repor ted by t h e  cour ts  located In Charlevolx, Genesse, Luce. Marquette, Wayne and Wexford. 
Nevada--Data were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  one c a r t  l o c a t l o n  only--the Second D l s t r l c t  (Wasbe C a n t y ) .  

twenty-f I v e  percent o f  t h e  t o t a l  s t a t e  popu l a t l o n  I lves there. 
New York--1ncanplete data were repor ted f o r  t h e  c o u r t  locatloned I n  Klngs County. 
South Dakota--Figures repor ted ds n o t  i n c l u e  Cases dlsposed by t h e  lay maglstrates o r  lawyer rnaglstrates o f  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court. 

Arlzona--Data repor ted represent t h e  number of c l v l l  (395) and c r i m i n a l  (303) mental heal th  hearlngs held. 
Montana-€ases repor ted Include m n t a l  l y  / I  I and l n e b r l a t l o n  (canmltment cases.) 

Only Augusta, Bangor, and P o r t l a n d  repor ted cases f l l e d .  

Approxlmately 

JExplanatIon of  data Included In t h e  category: 

’A c l v l l  case I s  counted w l t h  t h e  f l l l n g  of a p e t i t l o n  o r  c m p l a l n t .  
’A CIVII case IS counted when It IS placed on t h e  calendar (has reached Issue). 
3A c l v l l  case i s  counted a t  t h e  note of  Issue. 



72 

TABLE 28: Civil appeals caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting civil appeals caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

Charge I n  As percent  State 
popu I a t  Ion o f  f I led pending F l l e d  p e r  

S t a t e  and c o u r t  t l t l e  In Beglnnlng End End 100.000 
thousands pending F I l e d  Dlsposed pendlng Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent populat ion 

................. Alaska--Superlor Courtl.. 401 206 51 
Cal l forn la- -Super lor  Cour t  I... 22,839 11.893 11,014 93 (879) 52 
Colorador-Dls t r lc t  Cour t  and 

Denver Superlor Court!  2,767 800 29 

............ 
................. 

Connectlcut--Superlor Court '  .............. 3,095 113 163 124 39 35 5 
Delaware--Superlor Courtl.. ............... 598 2 93 253 152 394 60 156 101 34 42 

D l s t r  l c t  of Columbia--Super l o r  CourtZ. .... 670 444 525 329 640 63 122 196 44 18 
F l o r l d a - - C l w J l t  Courb I.............. 9,132 905 596 66 (309) IO 
Hawail--STATE TOTAL....................... 929 27 7 109 79 307 72 282 30 11 12 

O f s t r i c t  Court'. -- 7 
Tax Appea I Court1.. -- 5 

Idaho--Dls t r lc t  Court l ,J 91 1 20d 271J 2403 2375 sd e7J 3lJ  Id 3d 

152 76 93 

..... 
........................ 252 62 54 260 87 419 8 3  

25 47 25 47 53 100 22 88 

203 < I  

..................... .................. ............. 1.028 I I I I n o l s - - C l r c u l t  Cou e'..... 11.434 135,871 117,538 116.420 136.074 99 116 

K e n t u c k y - i l r c u l t  Court '  3,611 1,089 1,073 99 (16) 30 

M a r y l a n d - i l r c u l t  Court1 4.212 2,864 2,015 70 (849) 68 
Michlgan--STATE TOTAL..................... 9,202 1,346l 1,1611 l , l l Z 1  1,395l 1201 491 41 13l 

.................. .................... MaIne-Superlor Court1 1.115 212 260 123 ( - 4 8 )  19 

C l r c u l t  Cour t l .  -- 509' 666l 5201 655l 981 146l 29l 71 

.................. 
......................... ....................... 837 495 592 740 120 149 -97 -12 5 Court of Clalmsl. -- .. Nebraska--Workmen's Canpensat Ion Court'. 1,561 796 51 

........... 3 8 New Hampshlre-Superlor Court5. 894 32 27 267 900 -5 -16 <1 
New York--STATE TOTAL..................... 17,720 6,425P 5,230P 81P (1,195P) 36p ......... 6,425 5.230 81 (1,195) 36 Supreme Court and County Court1 

Court o f  Clatmsl ........................ -- 

Court o f  Common Pleasl. .  -- 
Court o f  Clalrnsl -- 

District Court1 -- 
Court of Bank Revlewl -- 
Cour t  of Tax Revlevl.................... -- 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 
Workers' Compensation Court4... -- 

Oregon--Tax Court1 2,510 I24 138 138 124 100 90 0 6 

Puerto Rlcw-STATE TOTAL 3,115 214l 269l 308l 175' 114l 65l -391 -181 91 
Superlor Court1 -- 2111 265l 304l 172l 115l 65l -391 -181 91 

Rhode Island--Superlor Cour t t  957 505 53 

-- 
North Dakota--Dls t r lc t  Courtl.. ........... 651 I 3 1  115 88 (16) 20 

Ohlo--STATE TOTAL......................... 10,795 3,478 4,467 4,209 3,838 94 86 360 10 41 
2,279 2,478 2.220 2,537 90 102 258 I I  23 
1,199 1,989 1.989 1.301 100 65 102 9 18 

................ ........................ 
Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL..................... 2,913 66%' 1,057P 12,048 521P 49P -141P -2lP (4141 ......................... 651 1,051 1,192 510 113 49 -141 -22 36 

11 1 1  83 183 < I  ................... 6 5 0 

......... 10,851 (373) ........................ 
.................. ......................... ......................... 3 4 4 0 3 100 75 < I  

Tennessee-STATE TOTAL.................... 4.462 11,264 252 
8,217 184 

334 E 
2,713 61 

O l s t r l c t  Court1 -- 

c I r c u  I t Court1 

............. 
.......................... -- .................. Law and Equl ty  Court'. -- 

Chancery Court '  -- ......................... 
................ Texas--D l s t r  Id Court I, I.. 13,498 67,787' 28,167l 25,588l 70,366' 911 2501 2,579l 4 l  2091 ..................... U t a h - - D l s t r l c t  Court1 1,364 217 16 

Verrmnt--Superfor cour tJ  ,I 498 4025 332J 3663 %sal i i o i  iiiJ -34 -d 67J 
V l r g  I n  ia--C l r c u  I t Court1.. 5,284 2,617 1.738 66 (8791 50 
Washlngton--Superlor Court I . . . . . .  3,886 5 49 14 ............ 9 West V I r g  I n  la- -Ci rcu I t Court'. 1,920 453 495 903 45 182 -408 -90 26 

................ ................ ......... 
Wlsconsln- -Cl rcu l t  Court and County Court '  4,631 1,097 942 841 1,227 89 130 130 12 20 

Note: A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data are entered I n  t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr la te c a l c u l a t l o n s  a r e  Included. 

State t o t a l s  represent  repor ted data only, whlch may o r  may not  Include a l l  of t h e  actual  caseload ln for r ra t lon.  

Blank spaces I n d l c a t e  t h a t  e l t h e r  t h e  data w r e  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  o r  t h e  c a l c u l a t l o n s  were not approprlate. 

-- = Not applicable. 

(Data are not  complete: 
Mlch lgan--Cl rcu l t  Court--Only dlsposed f lgures were a v a l l a b l e  f o r  the f o l l o n l n g  counties: 

Puer to Rlcw-Super lor  Court--Data glven do not Include appeals of t r i a l  c w r t  cases. 

Texas--Data repor ted are based on a less than complete number of m n t h l y  s t a t l s t l c a l  r e p o r t s  recelved. 

Cl ln ton,  HI1 Isdale, L lv lngston,  Odiland, Osceola and 
Wayne. There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Jackson County. 

s t a t l s t l c a l  p r o f i l e  I n  P a r t  I I  of t h i s  repor t .  

n lnety-e ight  percent. 

These cases a r e  Included by caseiype I n  t h e  data on t h e  c w r t  

The r e p o r t l n g  r a t e  f o r  these c o u r t s  was 

JExplanation o f  data Included I n  the category: 
Idaho--Data may Inc lude sore Juvenl le  appeals In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c I v l I  appeals. 
Vermont--Data a l s o  Include cr lmlnal  appeals, habeas corpus. and postconvlc t lon remedy cases. 

PData were not  a v a l l a b l e  f o r  a l l  cour ts  I n  t h e  s tate.  

'A c l v l l  case I s  counted wl th  the f i l i n g  of a p e t l t l o n  o r  c m p l a l n t .  
'A c l v l l  case I s  counted when I t  I s  placed on t h e  calendar (has reached Issue). 
4 A  c l v l l  c a m  i s  a new c l a l m  o r  an a n c l l l a r y  proceedlng t o  an e x i s t i n g  claim. 
5A c l v l l  case I s  not counted In t h e  same way throughout t h e  s tate.  
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TABLE 29: Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions, by case type, 1978. 
State and court. Civil case types. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, number of jury 
trials, jury trials as a percent of dispositions and of trials 

Case type 

Jw 
T r l a l s  t r l a l s  Jury 

y Jwy/ Number of as a 
$ tLpM = E  - t r i a l  d lsposl-  Number percent Number percent as a 

as a t r i a l s  
- ? $  

L -  0 q E $ z E ; &  b d e f l n i -  t l o m  per of of d i s p -  of j u r y  of d l s p -  percent 
S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

g $ 5 j j r  g g ?  f ;: p t i o n  case type t r l a l s  s i t l o n s  t r i a l s  s l t l o n s  of t r i a l s  
- 1 l - o u ) L L  w o  w z  < g  

Alaska: 
. . . . .  Superlor Cour t  ............. t t t t t A 3,007 344 1 1  36 I IO 

D i s t r i c t  Court1 ............ t + . . . . . . .  + A 3,308 203 6 7 14 < I  -- -- -- - - - + - - - - - - -  A 6,261 658 I I  

C a l i f o r n i a :  ............ . . . . . . . . .  Superior Court1 t C 64,426 4,228 7 2.w2 . 3  48 
C 2,047 51 4 25 55 3 I i  

- - - - - - + - - - -  C 151,138 142,189 94 
- - - - - - - + + + +  C 219,414 112,953 51 944 < I  < I  

J u s t i c e  Court1 t B 24,201 17,203 71 
- - - - - - - - - - +  E 9,189 1,709 19 17 < I  1 ............. . . . . . . .  77 m n i c l p a l  Court1 t F 318,013 244,838 
- - - - - - - - - - +  F 271,604 77,757 23 62 1 < I  < I  

- - - -  + - - - - - -  

< 1  13 < I  

-- -- -- ............... . . . . . . .  
-- -- -- 

Color ado: -- -- -- ................ . . . . . . .  County Court1 t C 9,189 3,451 38 

Superlor Court'........... t t t C 24,487 4 37 2 43 

Superlor Courtl... ........ t t C 2.352 120 5 

Superlor Court*  ........... t A 5,012 412 8 188 4 46 

- - - - - - - - - - +  C 51,926 4,23 8 47 <I 1 

. . . . . .  . . .  91 Cour t  of k n o n  Pleas!.... t t 

Connecticut: 
. . . . . .  . .  186 < l  

C 28,895I 1,944I 71 173I < I 1  
De I aware: 

. . .  . . . . . .  

D l s t r l c t  of  Columbla: 
. . . . . . . . . .  

- - - + - - - - - - -  A 32.756 733 2 0 0 0 

C i r c u i t  Courtl............ . t t . t . + . t . t C 202,810 142,574 70 3,045 2 2 
F l o r i d a :  

............. . . . . . . . . . .  County Court1 t C 201,511 137,930 68 100 < I  < I  

Superlor Court1 ................. t . . . .  A 56,541 29,607 52 309 < I  1 
Georg I a: 

- - - - - - - - - - +  A 46,031 12,728 28 1.752 4 14 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,899 5 945 < I  16 
Sta te  Cour t  and County 

Courts1 t A 128,369 

Harai  I : ............. . . . . . . . . .  37 3 63 
- - + - - - - - - - -  C 1,399 76 5 13 1 17 
- - - - + - - - - - -  C 223 6 3 1 < I  17 

30 - - - - - - + - + - -  C 12,327 67 < I  
- - - - - - - - - - +  C 2,903 299 10 90 3 30 

8 ............ . . . . . . . . .  726 59 
G 2 - - + - - - - - - - -  7,290 141 
G - - - + - - - - - - -  1,325 506 38 
G 8 - - - - + - - - - - -  660 55 
G - - - - - - - . . - - +  145 22 15 

C i r c u l t  Court1 t C 1.213 59 5 

20 < I  

-- -- -- District Court1 t G -- _ _  -- 
-- -- -- 
-- _ _  -- 
-- -- -- 

Idaho: ............ . . . . . . . . .  C 2 50 27 
1,561 55 

C 10 6 60 

D l s t r l c t  Court1 t 9 3  - - - - - -  + - - - -  C 2,849 
- - - + - - - + - - -  

- - - - - - - - - + -  C 240, 123 51 
- - - - - - - - - - +  c 3,878.1 1,381~ 363 
. C 13 

C 12,613 7.524 60 
- - - - - - + - - - -  C 9,605 7,125 74 
- - - - - - - + - - -  c 3,156 1;992 63 

Magistrate 's D i v i s l o n  I . . . .  t . . . . . . . . .  62 1 82 

- - - - - - - - - - +  c 9,777J 1.859j 19j 
I I i l n o l s :  

C l r c u i t  Court'....... ..... t . . . . . . . . . .  A 196,572 1.737 I 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 29: Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions, by case type, 1978. (continued) 
~~~ ~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Case type 

Jury 
T r i a l s  t r i a i s  J u y  

+ - ' " p u L Y I  c- 5 t r i a l  disposl- Number percent Number percent as a 

ul = Jury/ Number o f  a s a  as a t r i a l s  

S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  + t' = - ,  d e f i n i -  t i o n s  per o t  o f  dispo- o t  j u r y  of dispo- percent 

P " 2 b  
Indiana: 

Superior Court  and -- -- -- C i r c u i t  Court1 ............. + . . . . . . .  A 25,716 5,930 23 
County Court] ................ + . . . . . . .  A 62,094 12,917 21 

Probate Court1 ............ + . . . . . .  t - - +  A 6,338j 5,109j 8 l j  d < i j  < i j  

_- -- -- 
- - - - - - - - - - +  A 2,896 598 21 17 <I 3 

Municipal  Cour t  of 
. . . . . . . . . .  Marion Coun VI.......... t A 16,587 982 6 52 < I  5 

Iowa: ............. . . . . . . .  -- -- _ _  D i s t r i c t  Court'. t C 69,978 12,660 18 
- - - - - - - + - - -  C 17,136l 5531 3i 

D i s t r i c t  Courti. + C 22,777l 4,O2Zi I8 1 

Superior Court  t + t + + t 5,8i l i  471i 8i 163l 3 l  341 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ........... + . . . . . . . . . .  7,116l 1,079l I5l 

6,693l 7481 1 I] 
- - - - - -  + - - - -  3,417l 1,105i 3Zi -- -- -- 
- - - - - - - - + - -  37 51 217l 581 

C i r c u i t  Court1 ............ + t t . + + + + . + t A 62.687 17,123 27 1.071 2 6 

C i r c u i t  Cour t ]  ............. + . . . . . . . . .  C 6,469' 41Zi 6i 3141 51 76i 
C 88,151i 2,22Zi 21 66i < I i  31 - - - - - - - - - + -  C 520i 14i 3 i  Oi 01 Oi 

- - - - - - - - - - +  C 17,53gi 8801 51 195l l i  221 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ........... + . . . . . . . . . .  C 131,757' 5,231' 41 5411 t l i  101 

- - -  t - - - - - - - C 55,976l 8,863l 16i 71 < l i  < I 1  
- - - - + - - - - - -  c 58,584i 11.3311 19i 94i  < l i  < l i  

ofDetroi t l . . . . .  ........ + . . . . . . . . . .  C 1,618 201 12 0 0 0 

Municipal  Court'.......... + . . . . . . . . . .  C 4,883 745 15 6 < I  < I  

< I 1  21 < l i  
- - - - - - - - - - +  C 42,392 5,447 13 44 I i 8 

Kansas: . . .............. . . . .  -- -- -- 
Maine: ............ . . .  . .  F -- -- -- 

-- -- -- 
-- -- -- 

Mary land: 

Michigan: 

Comnon Pleas Court  

- - - + - - - - - - -  C 36,131 5,605 16 66 < I  I 
- - - - + - - - - - -  c 118,208 7,192 6 321 < I  4 

- - - + - - - - - - -  C 189 41 25 0 0 0 
- - - - + - - - - - -  C 4,460 8 93 20 4 < I  < I  

Minnesota: 
D i s t r i c t  Court3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  t A 17,594 7,690 44 959 6 12 
County h u r t 3  + A 8.649 2,513 29 169 2 7 ............. . . . . . . . . . .  

-- -- _ _  A 36,889 18.551 50 
- - - . . - - + - - - -  A 11.588 2,524 22 

A - - - - - - - - + - -  1,536 3% 23 

_ _  -- -- 
-- -- -_ 

Yissour 1: 
C i r c u i t  Court  and 

Court  o f  Commn ~ i e a s l . .  - + - - - - - - - + - 7.674 7 10 9 
- - - - - - + - - + -  37,404 9,810 26 

- - - - - - - - - + +  32,289 7,647j 24J 

New Hampshire: ........... . . . . . . . . . .  93 I 15 227 4 24 Super lor  c o u r t 5  + H 6,350 
4 -- -- -- - - - - - - + - - - -  H 10.050 401 

New Jersey : 
Superior Court  and 

county Court2 ............ + . . . . . . . . .  8 37,667 3,840 10 2,552 7 66 

County D i s t r i c t  Court'... .. + . . . . . . . . .  B i7.686 1.201 7 3 18 2 26 
- - - - - + - - - - -  B 3,704 802 23 0 0 0 

- - + - - - - - - - -  8 160,022 3,490 2 I51 < I  4 
- - - + - - - - - - -  B 40,535 14,555 36 18 < I  < I  
- - - - + - - - - - -  B 97,020 35,002 56 16 < I  <I 
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Case lype 

z 

$ $  YI f J w y /  Number of 

S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  def ln i -  t l ons  per of 

New Yorh: 
C l v l  I Cour t  of the C l i y  

o f N e w Y o r k l .  ............... t . . . . .  t A 77.545 7,027 

- + + - - - - - - - -  A 56,602 2,177 

c i t y  Court1 + t A 115,778 5,221 

D i s t r i c t  Court and ............. . .  . . . . . . .  
Surrogate's Court1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  t . . .  A 81,126 1,707 

Norm Carol lna: 
Superior Courtl....... t + . .  t C 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ........... t . . . . . . . . . .  C 

.... . . . . . .  

- - - + - - - - - - -  C 
- - - - - - + - - - -  C 

ohlo: 
Court of comwn Pleasl.... . t . . . . . . . . .  C 

69,023 
39,796 

169,275 
45,913 

20,239l 
2,220 

44,861 
179 

3,691 
2,532 
2,307 

17,484 
163,578 
49,095 
17,300 

4.565 
13,055 

161, I53  
39,351 

3,055l 
42 I 

9,627 
35 

109 
117 
154 

1,610 
4.979 
1,144 
1,191 

J V Y  
T r l a l s  t r i a l s  Jury 
a s a  as a t r i a l s  
percent Number percent as a 
of d l s p -  of j u r y  of d l s p -  percent  
s i t l o n s  t r l a l s  s l t l o n s  of t r l a l s  

9 17 < I  < I  
4 5e4 1 27 

5 
2 

7 61 1 < I  13 
33 33 I <I 3 
95 
86 59 < I  < I  

-- -- -- 

15l 968l 
19 172 
21 533 
20 2 
3 2 
5 4 
7 2 
9 I44 
3 I88 
2 39 
7 33 

51 32 I 
8 41 
1 6 
I 6 

2 
3 
I 
9 
4 
3 
3 

< I  
< I  
< I  
< I  
< I  
< I  
<I 

Oklahoma: 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ............ t . . . . . . . . . . .  A 

- - + - - - - - - - -  A 

- - - - - - - - + - -  A 
- - - - - - - - - + -  A 
- - - - - - - - - - +  A 

Oregon: 

Pennsy Ivanla: 
Circultcaurtl............ t . . . .  t t . . . .  C 

Court  of b m n  Pleasl. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  t A 
O l s t r l c t  Jus t i ce  Courti... + . . . . . . . . . .  A 

8,469 
26,190 
95.425 

7,894 
44.563 
16,295 
2,894 
1,192 

11.39d 

26,227l 

19,921 
1'543,289 

1,251 
1.748 

11,265 
1.906 
5,481 

237 
143 
2 39 

1.8 51J 

4.689l 

5,615 
37,014 

~ ~ ~~~~ 

Puer to  Rlco: ........... . . . . . . . . . .  Superior Cour t1 t A 2,647 37 I 
- + - - - - - - - - -  A 4,687 505 
- - + - - - - - - - -  A 486 76 

A 9,281 899 
A 31,205 3,949 

- - - - + - - - - - -  
- - - - - - + - - - -  
- - - - - - - - - + -  A 304: 124l 
- - - - - - - - - - +  A 48.829J 1,413l 

D l s t r l c t  Cour t1 t A 35.665 2,685 
A 2,004 293 - + - - - - - - - - -  

- - - - + - - - - - -  A 880 105 
A 2,996 428 

- - - - - - - - - - +  A 4.798 1,007 

........... . . . . . . . . . .  

- - - - - - + - . . - -  

Rhode is land:  ........... . . . . . . . . . .  D i s t r i c t  Court1 t G 17,413 2,741 

15 
7 

I2 
24 
12 

1 
5 

20 
1 6 j  

1,227l 26 I 

28 1.898 10 34 
23 -- -- -- 

14 
1 1  
16 
10 
13 
41' 

8 
15 
12 
14 
21 

31.i 



TABLE 29: Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions, by case type, 1978. (continued) 

Case type 

Jury 
T r i a l s  t r i a l s  as J v y  

t ; 8  o s  - t r i a l  d i s p s i -  Number percent  Number percent  as a 

UI Jury/ Number of as a as a t r l a l s  2t 
I k: > ; T :  m - f - "  

E w o  w 8 ' 4 b  
State and Cour t  " Z  .c 5 U I O  t a - a I d e f i n i -  t i ons  per o f  of dispo- of jury  o f  d l s p -  percent  
T i t l e  

South Caro ii na: 

1 5 ;" 1: $ ' z 2 t i on  case type t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  of t r i a l s  

C i r c u i t  Court1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  t A 27,947~ 8543 3.1 

and Cr iminal  Court1.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  t A 17,361J 39aj 2.1 
M a g i s t r a t e  Cour t1 t A 109,443 55,684 51 386 <1 < I  

C i r c u i t c o u r t 1  ............... t E 9,623l 1,71Zi 181 
- - - - - - - - - - +  C 4,725l 662' 14' 137l 3l 211 

County Court, C i v i l  Court, 

......... . . . . . . . . . .  
South Dakota: 

. . . . . . .  -- -- -- 

Texas: ............ . . . . . . . . .  D l s t r i c t  Court1 t C 15,282' 2,051 13' 732.1 5l 36.1 

- - - - - - - - - + -  C 25,X)Ei 3,210 13l 518.1 Z 1  I d  
- - - - - - + - - - -  C 148,716' 111,922 7 51 1393 <ii e 1J 

C 80,39ii 22,105 28' 1,449 2' d 

Court'.................. t A 144,763l 53.093 37 1 458 < I 1  I 
Jus t i ce  of  t he  Peace 

County Cour t  a t  Law, 
Const l  t u t i o n a i  County 
Court, and Probate 

. . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  .................. Court !  t A 49,396' 3,149 6 l  671 11 21 

- - + - - - - - - - -  A 23,385I 1.190 51 79 < I 1  7 
- - - - + - - - - - -  A 441' 19 41 9 21 47 

D i s t r i c t  Court1 ............ t . .  t . + . . .  t c 2 0 . 5 9 ~  2 .481~  12j 27 1.1 1 i j  
c i t y  b u r t i  .................. t . . . . . .  t C 26,063 2.561 IO 46 < I  2 

D i s t r i c t  Cour t1 t 8 3,916 245 6 16 <1 7 

- + - - - - - - - - -  A 8,639l 593 71 149 21 25 

Utah: 

Vermont: ........... . . . . . . . . . .  ........... . . . . . . . . . .  
Superior Cour t1 t A 3.413 552 16 73 2 13 

- - - + - - - - - - -  B 6,416 392 6 0 0 0 

V i rg in ia :  ............ . . . . . . . . . .  C i r c u i t  Court1 t C 21,726 4.889 23 1.3% 6 28 
- - - - + - - - - - -  C 984 294 30 172 17 59 

25 <1 - - - - - + - - - - -  C 10,311 2.036 20 1 
- - - - - - + - - - -  C 29,955 16,136 54 74 < I  <1 
- - - - - - - - - + -  C 1,738 681 39 135 8 20 

Washington: 
Superior Court ' .  ........... t t . + . . . .  t + C 8,446 1,065 13 

Jus t i ces  of the Peace1.. t - - t - - - - - - - C 4.572 48 1 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and 

Wisconsin: 
C i r c u i t  Cour t  and .............. . . . . . . .  County Court1 t F 62,308 3,143 5 18 <1 <I 

- - - - - - + - - - -  F 32,775 10,474 32 76 <I < 1  
- + - - t - - t t t t  F 50,017 4,819 10 495 1 10 

Wyoming : 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t i  . . ................ t . .  t ti 9.17Ei 2,4OZi 26l 561 <ii 21 

Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data are entered I n  the t a b l e  and a i l  appropr ia te ca l cu la t i ons  a re  Included. Blank spaces i nd i ca te  t h a t  t he  data were n o t  
ava i l ab le  o r  ca l cu la t i ons  were inappropr ia te.  

-- = Not appl icable. 
t = Data a re  given f o r  these case types. 
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b a t a  are n o t  complete: 
Connecticut--Court o f  h m m n  Pleas--Data are glven only  f o r  fami ly 

Iowa-Estate does n o t  inc lude 
docket and nonfami l y  docket cases. 

guardlanshlp/conservatorship/trusteeship cases. a category 
ich represents  20% of the e s t a t e  f i I ings. 

Kansas-Domestic R e l a t i o n  cases do not  inc lude adoptions. 
Maine--Superior h u r t - - T r i a l  data do n o t  inc lude URESA cases. b u t  

D i s t r i c t  Court--As a r e s u l t  o f  the implementation ot the new 
do inc lude ext ra-ord lnary w l t s .  

r e p o r t i n g  system, d a t a  yere a v a i l a b l e  t o r  the second h a l f  o f  
t h e  r e p o r t l r g  per iod only, and a d d i t i o n a l  data were missing 
from several counties. 

f o l l o w i n g  count ies:  Cl in ton,  H i l i s d a i e ,  Jackson, L iv ingston,  
Oakland, Osceola. and Wayne. 

cour ts :  Ann Arbor, Birmingham, Lapeer County, Kalamam, 
Livonla, Muskegon County, S t .  Joseph's County. South Haven. 
and Southf ie ld .  

I n j u r y  . 
cas-. Domestic r e l a t i o n  cases inc lude o n l y  marriage 
d i  sso l u t i o n  cases. 

Puerto RlcP-Super lor  h u r t - - D o f f i  n o t  Include appeals of t r i a l  
c o u r t  cases. 

South Dakota--Data do n o t  inc lude f u l l - t i m e  equiva lent  Lay 

Magis t ra te o r  Lawyer Magis t ra te cases. 
Texas-The D i s t r i c t  Cour t  repor ted 98% o f  t h e l r  m n t h l y  reports, 

m i l e  t h e  J u s t i c e  of  the Peace Court  rspor ted 772, and me 
Texas County Court a t  Law, C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County Cour t  and 
Probate Cour t  repor ted 97%. 

M l c h l g a n - C i r c u i t  Court--There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  me 

D i s t r  i c t  Court--There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the fo  I low1 rg 

O h i o - G u r t  of Cannon Pleas--Tort data o n l y  inc lude personal 

Oregon--The number of  d i s p o s i t l o n s  do n o t  inc lude Law and Equity 

Wyanirg--Figures do n o t  inc lude e s t a t e  data. 

Idab--Other includes w t r b o r d i  nary w i ts. 
Indiana-Robate Court-lnc ludes some juvenl  le. a category h Ich 

Missouri--Other Inciudffi e x t r a  ext ra-ord lnary w i t s .  
Oklahoma--Other includes e x t r a  e x t r w r d l  nary i l  ts. 
Puer to Rico--Superlor Courl-Other c i v i l  inc ludes ext ra-ord inary 

South Carolina-Other category could mean any category, it i s  n o t  

Texas--The D i s t r i c t  Courts'  j u r y  t r i a l s  inc lude d i r e c t e d  verd ic ts .  
Utah--Dis t r ic t  Court--Other c i v i  I includes ext raord inary w i ts .  

jExpianat lon of  data included In  the category: 

represents  ii% o t  t h e  % t a l  d i s p s i t i o n s .  

w i t s .  

broken down I n  t h e  s t a t e  prof l ie.  

'A c i v i l  case i s  c a n t e d  w i t h  the f i l l r g  of  a p e t i t i o n o r  canpla in t .  
2A c l v i i  case Is  counted *hen it i s  placed on m e  calendar (has 

3A c i v i l  case i s  counted a t  the note of  issue. 
5A c l v i  I case i s  n o t  counte l  i n  t h e  sane way throughout t h e  s tate.  

Tr i al def i n i t i o n  : 
A = A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  to judgment, canplet ion, verd ic t ,  o r  

dec i s lo n. 
B = A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted *hen m e  j u r y  s e l e c t i o n  begins ( f i r s t  

j u r o r  I s  dram). 
C = A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted vhen the j u r y  i s  s r a r n  (impaneled). 
D = A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  *hen an openirg s t a t m e n t  

F = A t r i a l  i s  counted *hen it has o f f i c i a l l y  begun. 
G = A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the p o i n t  *hen an opening s t a t e n s n t  

reached issue). 

o r  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs. 

o r  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs. G u i l t y  pleas a r e  
n o t  counted as t r i a l s .  

H = A t r i a l  i s  n o t  counted I n  t h e  sane uay throughout t h e  State. 



TABLE 30: Criminal caseload in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. 
Number and percent change in pending 

General j u r l s d l c t l o n  cour ts  L i m  I t e d  
As p r c e n t  Change In  

o f  f l l e d  pend I nq 
State and u n i t  o t  count Bey inn I ng End End Beglnn I ng 

pendlng F I  led Olsposed pendlnq Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent pendlnq F 1 led 

Informations, indictments, o r  c m p l a  i n t s  

Alaska.................................. 4101 1,190 1,145 283l 96 (45) 19.074 
Arkansas ................................ 8.958J 14,284j 13.26d 9,982J 9u' 7 d  1.02.d iij 1 16,694i 
Guam...........,........................ 340 68 5 593 432 87 63 92 27 

Indiana ................................. 27,019 44.123 41,478 29,664 94 67 2,645 IO 34,614p 80.201p 
Iowa .................................... 55,266 177,024 153,685 73,043 90 
Kansas.................................. 7,919 25,211 25,051 8,079 99 32 160 2 
Maine................................... 1,900 5,444 5,349 1,995 98 37 95 5 

-- -- 
-- -- I I I i n o I s  ................................ 81,81Ii 517,975 488.507 93,024l 94 (29,468) 

41 17,777 32 -- -- 

Maryland ................................ 13.~589~ 36.103 32,875 16,906I 91 (3,228) 101.2 17 
Massachusetts........................... 40,810 35,468 -5,342 - I 3  209,001JP 
Mismurl................................ 9.559 19,020 18,330 10,249 96 54 690 7 26,543I 
Montana..........................,...... 2,842 2.442 86 (400) 
New Jersey .............................. 30,584 27,084 25.651 32,017 95 118 1,433 5 349,166 
North Dakota............................ 1,057 987 93 (701 17.662 

Oregon.................................. 4,398 16,097 14,973 5,522 93 34 1,124 26 29,159l 102,5631 
Rhode Island............................ 3,181 31.45dP 

Oklahoma... ............................. 45,465I 59,348 56,419 48,333l 95 (2.929) 

soum Caro l ina .......................... 9,232j 30,308j 30,868j 8,6723 1023 2Ai -56d -d 78,959P 
South Dakota............................ I 16,3991j -- -- 
Utah. ................................... 1,261 3,444 3,305 1,425 96 41 164 I 3  47,8701 

Wyoming................................. 604l 1,404 1,355I 653I 491 81 

Tennessee............................... 28. I48 

Vernnnt................................. 33 82 76 39 93 48 6 18 4, 184 19, 186 
Wisconsin............................... 19,824 42,977 38,305 24,601 89 57 4,777 24 

Numbsr o t  defendants 

Alabama................................. 23,326 23,273 IO0 (53) 20.5M)P 98.069 
Ariwna................................. 5,766 14,005 13,671 6.100 98 44 334 6 25,487l 90,217' 
California.............................. 58.077 51,369 88 (6,7081 736,602 

Connecticut.. ........................... 3,851 3,871 3.797 3,925 98 101 74 2 16,610 87.311 
Delaware................................ 1,594 3,293 3,470 1,417 105 43 -177 -11 1,508p 40,129P 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia .................... 4,815 28,332 29,056 4,091 103 14 -724 -15 
Florida................................. 95,842 82,548 86 (13.2941 234,193 

Hawaii.................................. 2,567 2.097 1,732 2,932 83 140 365 14 5,020 38,303 
Idaho................................... 6,972 29,219 28,275 7,916 97 27 944 14 
Kentucky................................ IO, I32 9,440 93 (6921 193,728 
Louisiana............................... 229,541 l I8.864lP 
Michigan ................................ 8,198Ip 17,744'p 19,0941f' 6,848'p IoBlp 39'p -1,350Ip -16Ip 44,6801 356,696l 
Hinn850ta............................... 2,240 10,678 10,487 2.433 98 23 193 9 16,719Ip 34.67Iip 
Nebraska................................ 2,356 6,171 5,611 2,916 91 47 550 24 19,889P 45,276P 
Nevada.................................. 1.627' 
New Mexico.............................. 2,345 4.949 4,697 2,597 95 52 252 I t  26.229p 

Colorado ................................ 12,415 15,025 15.837 11,603 105 77 -812 -7 12,484P 43,078P 

-- -- 
Georgia ................................. 25.603l 42,023 39,538l 213,341~ 2,738l I l l  25,059 78.729 

-- -- 

New York ................................ 9.825l 31,506 33,387 8,608I 106 (-1,881 1 8,68Zip 665,3661P 
Ohio. ................................... 6,583 31,575 30,603 7,555 97 24 972 15 25,812p 301,688p 
Pennsylvania ............................ 26,279 72,562 65,612 29,009 91 40 2,730 IO 4,938 487.171P 
Texas .................................. 68,434l 86,223i 88,960i 65,697l 103l 76I  -2,737l -4 l  185,979'P 1,003,9641 
Virglnla..  .............................. 14,868 53,083 50,539 17,422 95 33 2,544 17 285,840 
Washinqton.............................. 14,278 13,817 97 (4611 124,995 

Numbff o f  charges 

Puerto Rica............................ 1 8 , 2 1 0  19,944 23,083 15.058 I I6 76 -3,152 -17 20,778 56.639 

No cons i s  ten t  def I n I t ion 

Mississippi............................ 8,0821 2,639 
558 IO New Hampshlre.......................... 5,483 7,136 6,578 6,041 92 85 

Nor th Caro l ina ......................... 18,448 53,278 50,797 20,929 95 39 2,481 13 48.501 360,401 
West Virginia.......................... 11,111 10,897 6,178 15,830 57 145 4,719 42 129,67I1p 

Note: A l l  cour ts  i n  Louisiana, Nebraska, New MexIco, Hawail, and Delaware are dlsplayed In  me n u m b  o f  defendants grouplng because th is  Is the u n l t o f  
count  t o r  the general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cou r t  i n  eaCh of these states. Data f o r  a l  I cou r t s  i n  Maryland a re  displayed wl th  t h e  number o f  
informations. indictments, or ccmplalnts grouping s ince  t h i s  i s  the  u n i t  o f  count for general j u r l s d i c t l o n  cou r t s  In  m i s  s tate.  

ava i l ab le  or  the ca l cu la t i ons  were no t  appropriate. 

l im i ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts, respect ive ly .  

A I  I ava i l ab le  data a re  entered i n  m e  tab le  and a l  I appropr la te c a l c u l a t i o m  are Included. Blank spaces Ind i ca te  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  da ta  a r e  n o t  

For d e t a i l  o f  *hich cou r t s  reported data g iven on t h l s  table, see Tables 14 and 15 t h a t  d isp lay de ta l l ed  ln format lon on  the caseload o f  general and 

-- = Not appl icable.  
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J u r i s d i c t i o n  cou r t s  A i l  t r i a l  cou r t s  
As percent Change I n  As percent  Change i n  
of f i l e d  pend I na o f  f i l e d  pend i ng 

End End B e g i n n i p  End End 
Disposed pendinq Disposed pendinq Number Percent pendinq F i l e d  Oisposed pendlng Disposed pending Number Percent 

2.605l 

14,078l 
281 

22,055Ip 831P 

298,762 
14,442 

86 
82 

410ip 20,264 3,750' 283'p 
8,958ip 130.97813 13.26dP 9.982jp 

-- -- 340 685 593 432 
-- -- 81,811' 517,975 488,507 93.024' 

10,547P 30p 61,633P 124,324p 111,132p 74,825P 
-- -- 55,266 177,024 158,685 73,043 

7,919p 25,211p 25,051p 8,079p 
1,908 5,449 19,427l 1,999 

13,689iP 137,320 32.9031 i6,9061P 
40,810p zo9,ooijP 35,468p 

(4,488 I P) 9.559p 45,563'p 40,385'p 10,249p 
2.842p 2,448 

(50,404) 30,584p 376,254 324,413 32,017p 
(3,220) 18,719 15,429 

-127'p -31ip 
1,024ip l l j P  

92 27 87 63 
94 (29,468) 
89p 60p 13,1928 ZIP 
90 41 17.777 32 
99p 32p MOP 2p 

9 9  9 
3,217iP 24IP 

-5,342p -19 
89lP (5.i781P) 
86p ( 4 0 8 )  
86 51.837 
82 (3,290) 

45,465IP 59,348P 56,419P 48.333IP 95P (2,929P) 6IP 
91.896l 39,826i 90i Bi 10,667' 37' 33,557' 118,660! 106,869: 45,348l 901 38l 1l,79l i  35l 
34,14dP IOsjP (-2,689jp) 34,638Jp 34.146JP 

9,232P 109,267P 30,868p 8,672P -56dP - d P  
-- -_ -_ _ _  -_ _- I 16,399iJ 

28,148P 
23,672l 1,261P 51,314l 26,977l 1,429 164P 13P 
19,957 3,413 104 18 -771 -18 4.217 19,268 20,033 3,452 104 18 -765 -18 
19,615l 19,824p 42,977p 57,920' 24.601p 4.777P 24p 

604IP 1,404P 1,355IP 653IP 49iP 8 lP 

92,219 26.353P 94P 27P 5.858 29P 20,508P 121.39iP 115,488p 26,358P 9 9  (5,903)P 
81,176l 34.528l 90i X i  9,O4li 35l 31,253l 1O4,22Zi 94,847l 40,628l 9 I i  39' 9.375' 30' 

671,048 91 (65,554) 794.679 722,400 91 (72,262) 
41,278P 14.284P 96P 33P l,80@' 14P 24,899p 58,109 57,119 25,887P 9 8  4 9  988p 4P 
85,338 18,583 98 21 1,973 12 20,461 91,182 89,135 22,508 98 25 2,047 10 
16,763P 1,7578 3,142p 43,422p 20,233p 3,174p 
- -- -- -- -- -- 4,815 28,332 29,056 4,091 103 14 -724 -15 

207,790 
73.29lp 30,489p 
36,538 6,785 - -- 

164,870 
96.982 

350.618' 50.7%' 
33,349P 26,012i 
44.3358 20,830P 

89 (26,403) 

95 I8 1,765 35 

85 (28,858) 

98I 14l 6,078l 14' 

98P 46P 941P 9 

93P 39p 5.434P 22p 

-- -- -- -- 
821 (2 1.8821) 

330,035 290.3YJ 88 (39.697) 
50,658'p 120,748P 112,829ip 58,830iP 8,17ZiP l6 lP  
7,587 40,400 58,270 9.717 95 24 2.130 28 
6,972 29,219 28.275 7,916 97 27 944 14 

203,860 174,310 86 (29,550) 
348,405l 96.982Ip 

52,878Ip 374,44OiP 369,712IP 57,606'p 99'p 15'p 4,728'p 9'p 
18,959ip 45,349Ip 43,836p 28,445l 
22,249 51,447p 49.948 23,746P 97P 46P 1.5OiP 7p 

1.627IP , ~~ 

2,349 31.178 4.697p 2,597p 252p I I P  
342,2OliP 14,168iP 18,507iP 696,872IP 375,588IP 22,776'p 
296,296P 30,400P 98P IOP 4,588 18P 32,399 333,263P 326,899P 37,959 98P l i p  5,568 17P 
415,877P 6,553P 8 9  ( 7 I, 294P) 31,213P 559,733P 481,549P 35.56%' 86p (78,184)p 

269.700 94 (16,140) 14,868p 338,923 320,239 17.422p 94 (18,684) 
821,255l 182,864iP 8Zi (I82,7Wi) 254,413IP 1,090,i87i 910,2151 248.56l1P 83l (179,972i) 

139,273 13,817p 

M.391P 18,018p 1 0 9  32P -2,756P -19 38,984P 76,579p 82,474p 33,076P IOBP 4 9  -5,908p -19 

10,717iP 
34,146P 5.483P 7,136P 40,724 6,041P 8 9  558P lop 

100,893i p 78P (28,778ip) I I , I I l P  140,568'p 107,071ip 15,830p 76'p (33,4971 P) 
350,589 58,313 97 16 9,812 . 20 66,949 413,679 401,386 79,242 97 19 12,293 I8 

b a t a  are n o t  complete: 
Alaska--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending data inc lude felony cases only. 

L imi ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  court-Olsposed data do no t  inc lude misdemeanor o r  other c r im ina l  cas65 fo r  t he  O i s t r i c t  Court.  
Ar iZonR-Liml ted j u r l s d i c t l o n  courts-- incomplete data *ere reported fo r  t en  locat lons of  t he  J u s t i c e  of the Peace and t h e  ~ n i c i p a l  Court. 
Arkansas--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t i o n  courts--N3 data w e  repor ted for  seven locat lons of the  Municipal Court;  twelve others r e p r t e d  only  six-mnms of data. 

(continued on next page1 
No data were repor ted t o r  forty-seven locat ions of the C i l y  Court. P o l i c e  Court, and Jus t i ce  o f  t he  Peace Court; inconplete data w r e  r e p o r t 4  fo r  
s i x  others. 



TABLE 30: Criminal caseload in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

Georgia--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending and disposed data do not include cases f i l e d  before J u l y  1, 1970. 
i i linois--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending data do not  inc lude misdemeanors frm non-suburban Cook County. 
Louisiana-Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--No data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  two locat ions o f  the C i t y  Cour t  and P a r r i s h  Court. 

remaining locat ions o f  these cour ts  were estimated, based on the data t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  of e i t h e r  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  mnms. 
Maine--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n - - D i s p o s i t i o n  data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the second h a i t  o f  the r e p o r t i r g  per iod only. 
Mary land--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending data do not  inc lude sentence rev iew only cases o r  a d u l t  otfenses against  juveni les.  

Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Disposed data include o n l y  a d u l t  oftenses a g a i n s t  j u v e n i l e s  i n  Montgomery County.  
Massachusetts--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  court-+& disposed data were a v a i l a b l e  for  t h e  HousIng Court,  t h e  Juveni le  Court, o r  t h e  D l s t r l c t  Court. 
Michigan--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Data w r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t r a n  t h e  C i r c u i t  Cour t  located i n  seven counties. 

L imi ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--No data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  nine locat ions of the D i s t r i c t  Court. 
Minnesota-Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--No pending o r  t i l e d  data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  fami ly  c r i m i n a l  cases i n  t h e  County Court. 
Mississippi--General j u r i s d i c t i o n - - D a t a  were unavai lab le f r a  the c o u r t  i n  Tishomingo County t o r  November and December. 
Missouri--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--The o n l y  cases repor ted for  the St. Louis Cour t  o f  Cr iminal  C o r r e c t i o n  were pre l iminary hear i rgs.  

Nevada--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Data were o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  c o u r t  located i n  t h e  Second D i s t r i c t  (Wastwe Countyl. App-oximateiy twenty-t lve 

New York--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending data do not inc lude felony/misdemeanor ind ic tments o u t s i d e  New York City. 

addi t ion,  109 cases disposed i n  t h i s  c o u r t  could n o t  ba i d e n t i t i e d  by case type. 

Data f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  year f o r  t h e  

Data do not 
inc lude misdemeanor cases from t h e  Magis t ra te Court. 

percent of the t o t a l  s t a t e  populat ion l i v e s  i n  t h i s  county. 

L imi ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending and disposed data f o r  the Cr iminal  Cour t  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  New York do not Inc lude n o n - t r a f t l c  summns case. I n  

Oklahoma--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending data do n o t  inc lude postconvlc t ion remedy cases. 
Orqon--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  caurts--3ata f o r  the J u s t i c e  Cour t  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  30 of the 44  c o u r t  locations. 

South Dakota--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Figures do not  inc lude data f o r  cases handled by t h e  lay o r  lawyer magis t ra tes Iho serve t h i s  cour t .  
Texas--All courts--Ai l  data repor ted i n  t h i s  t a b l e  are based on an incomplete number of m n t h i y  repor ts .  

Data f o r  t h e  h n i c i p a l  C a r t  were 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  108 o f  the 170 c o u r t  locations. 

The r e p o r t i n g  r a t e s  f o r  the various c o u r t s  
were: 
Municipal Court-ninety percent; J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace Court--seventy-seven percent. 
J u s t i c e  of  the Peace Court. 

Utah--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--The only data t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  for  t h e  J u s t i c e  Cour t  were submitted by 161 of  t h e  181 j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace. 
There were no disposed data from e i m e r  the J u s t i c e  Cour t  or Juveni le  Court. 

West V i rg in ia- -L imi ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Nine o u t  o f  twelve r e p o r t s  w e  received from Lewis and Webster Counties. 
Wisconsin--Limited j u r  isdict ion--Data were repor ted f o r  163 of  219 c o u r t  locations. 
Hyoming--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Pending and diposed f i g u r e s  glven do n o t  inc lude cases t i  led before 1974. 

Arkansas--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Data inc lude a nominal number of  j u v e n i l e  cases and j u v e n i l e  appeals. 
Massachusetts--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t - f  i l e d  cases include DWI/DUI Cases and o p e r a t i r g  50 as to endanger cases. 
Rhode island--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts--Misdemeanor data may inc lude some t r a f t i c  cases. 
South Carolina--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Data repor ted inc lude cr iminal  cases hand led by the South C a r o l i n a  County Cour t  and t h e  C i v i l  and Cr iminal  

South Dakota-General j u r i s d i c t i o n  court--Some t r a f f i c  cases m y  be included i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  cases d i s w s e d  f i g u r e  repor ted on t h i s  tab le.  

D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and Cr iminal  D i s t r i c t  Court--ninety-eight percent; C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County Court and County Cour t  a t  Law--ninety-seven percent; 
Pending data !+are unavai i a b l e  f o r  t h e  Municipal Cour t  and t h e  

JExplanation of  data included i n  the category: 

Court, both of which are cour ts  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

PData were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a i l  cour ts  i n  the state. 
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TABLE 31: Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 

State and court. Criminal case categories 

State and cou r t  t l t l e  

A l a b m a - C l r c u l t  Court .............. X NH NH X NH 23,326 
Alaska-Superlor Court .............. 778 96 NH NH 151 165 1.190 

133 14,005 Arlzona-Superlor Court ............. 10.390 568 NH NH 2,290 624 
Arkansas-< l rcu l t  Court ............. 8.997 5,287J NH NH Cj) 14,284 
Cal l forn la- -Super lor  Court .......... 55,369 NH NH NH NH 2,708 58,077 

C o l a a d o - - D l s t r l d  Court. Denver 
Superlor Court, Denver Juvenl le  
Court, and Denver Probate Court.. 10,600) (J ) NH 399 4,022 15,025 

Connecticut--Superlor Court ......... 3.81 I 60  NH 3,871 

* O l s t r l c t  of Colunbla--Superlor Cwrt. 3,415 13,395 6.576 3,252 NH 1,694 28,332 

NH 95,842 
NH 42,023 Deorgla--Superlor Court 26,293 15,730 NH NH 

*Guan--Superlor Court ................ 27 I 414 685 
H a r a l l - - C l r c u l t  Court ............... 1,729 300 NH NH NH 60 2,097 

*Idaho--STATE TOTAL .................. 2,845 20,950 5.357 67 29,219 
O l s t r l d  Court .................... 2,845 201 NH NH 67 NH 3.113 
Maglst ra tes D l v l s l o n  .............. 20,749 5.357 NH 26,106 

* I l l l n o l s - - C l r c u l t  Court ............. 34,260 421,OOd 62,709 NH 517,975 
16,717 17,460 807 9,139 44,123 

Superlor Court and C l r c u l t  Court .. 16,717 15,536 807 9,139 42,199 
C r l n l n a l  Court of Marlon County ... 1,924 1,924 

' Iowa--Dls t r lc t  Court ................ 15.07d 74,307 20,271 67,373 Cj) 177,024 

Kansas--Dls t r lc t  Court .............. 10.303 14,193 NH NH 715 ' 25Jl I 
NH 10.132 K e n t u c k y - C l r c u l t  Court ............. 9,736 NH NH 396 

Lou ls lana - -D ls t r l c t  Cwrt ........... 229,541 
Malne--Superlor Court ............... 2,790 1,979 NH lj) NH NH NH 6 7 d  5,444 
Mary land--Cl rcu l t  Court ............. 30,642 NH NH 4,595 5 93 273 36,103 
Massachusetts--Superlor Court ....... 
Mlchlgan--STATE TOTAL ............... 17,3841JP 360lp 17,744Ip 

Circuit Court ..................... 17,3841J NH NH 5601 17,744' 
R e m d e r ' s  Cour t  of D e t r o l t  ....... NH NH 

Delaware--Superlor Court ............ 3,024 NH NH 269 NH 3,293 

F l o r l d a - X l r c u l t  Court .............. 95,202 NH NH NH 640 ............. 

................ Indlana-STATE TOTAL 

Mlnnesota--0 ls t r lc t  Cwrt ........... X X NH X 10,678 
M l s s l s s l p p l - - C l r c u l t  Court .......... NH NH 8.0a21 

Mlssour l - -C l r cu l t  Court and 
Cwrt of Conuran Pleas ........... X X NH NH X 19,020 

Montana--Dlstr lct Court ............. X NH X X 2,842 
Nebraska--Dls t r lc t  Court ............ 3.91d (j) NH 2.25d 6,171 
Nevada--Dlstr lct Court1 ............. 1.627J NH 1,627l 
New Hampshire-Superior Court ....... 3.895 NH NH 3,241 NH 7,136 

New Jersey--Superlor Court (Law 
O l v l s l m  and Chancery O lv l s lon )  
and County Court ................ 24,311 NH 2,554 219 27.084 

New Mex lco - -0 l s t r l c t  Court .......... 4,949 NH 4,949 
New York--Supreme Court and 

County Court ...................... 31,506 NH NH NH 31,506 

North Carol lna--5uperlor Court ...... 30,576 NH NH 22,702 NH 53.278 
North D a k o t s - D l s t r l c t  Court ........ 91 6 22 NH NH NH 56 I2 51 1,057 
Ohlo--Court of Comnon Pleas ......... 31,575 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 31.575 

O r e g c w - C l r c u l t  Court ............... 16,097 NH NH 16,097 

Pennsylvania-Court of Common Pleas.. 60,331J 1 1,387J 844 72,562 
~ u e r t o  Rlco-Superlor Court ......... 10,2123 9,oolJ 73 I NH CJ) NH 19,944 
Rhode Island--Superlor Court ........ 2,396 494 NH 291 3,181 
South Carol I na--Cl rcu l  t Court ....... 30.30d NH 30,30d 

Tennessee-C l rcu l t  Court and 

Oklahuna--Dls t r lc t  Court ............ 22,165 56,069 NH 525 59,348 NH 589 

'South Dakota--Clrcult  Court ......... 
Crlmlnal  Court .................... 20,177 7.971 28,148 

Texas--0 ls t r lc t  Court and Crlmlnal 
5,672l 86,223' O l s t r l c t  Cour t1 .................... 71 ,4211 7,478l NH 1,652' 

U t a h - - D l s t r l d  Court ................ 2.812 NH NH 632 3.444 
Vermnt--Superlor Court ............. 33 4 NH 45 NH 82 
V l r g l n l a - - C l r c u l t  Court ............. 29,354 23.267 NH NH 462 NH 53.083 
Washlngton--Superlor Court .......... 11,168 NH NH 3,110 NH 14,278 

West V l r g l n l a - - C l r c u l t  Court......... NH NH 10,897 
Wlsconsln- -Cl rcu l t  Court and 

7.498 42,977 
Wyomlng--Dlstr ld Court.............. 1,404 NH NH NH NH 1,404 

and County Court................... 15,855 19,624 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 31 : Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. (continued) 

Note: A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data are entered I n  t h e  tab le.  Blank spaces I n d i c a t e  t h a t  the data are n o t  avai lab le.  

X = The data f o r  t h i s  casetype a r e  known t o  be Included I n  the t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e p r y .  
NH = Thls  casetype I s  not handled by t h l s  cour t .  

*These s tates have a s l n g l e - t i e r  t r i a l  court.  These cour ts  have no l imi tEd j u r l s d l c t l o n  c o u r t s  under them, y3 included i n  t h e l r  caseload a r e  cases t h a t  

would be heard by I l m l t e d  j u r l s d l c t l o n  cour ts  elsewhere. 

IData are not complete: 
Mich igan--Ci rcu i t  Court--Data were unaval lab le f o r  seven counties. 
bllssissippl--NrJ data were a v a i l a b l e  from Tlshomlngo County, D i s t r i c t  I, f o r  t h e  months o f  November and December. 
Nevada--Data are a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o n l y  one d i s t r i c t - - t h e  Second D l s t r l c t  (Wasbe County). 
Texas--The f i g u r e s  repor ted f o r  t h l s  c o u r t  are based on an incomplete number of monthly repor ts .  

Arkansas--Appeal data are Included I n  t h e  misdemeanor f igures. 
Colorado--Data repor ted Include fe lon ies,  as wel l  as cases f i l e d  as f e l o n i e s  but  reduced t o  mlsdemaanors. 
I l l i n o i s - - T h e  misdemeanor f l g u r e  inc ludes ordinance v l o t a t i o n s .  conservation v l o l a t l o n s ,  and p r e l l n l n a r y  hear ings i n  fe lony cases I n  t h e  C l r c u l *  Cow+ 

Iowa--Appeals f i l e d  are Included wi th  fe lon ies.  
Maine-Ordlnance v l o l a t l o n  data are included I n  t h e  o t h e r  cr iminal  f igures. 
Mlch igan--Ci rcu i t  Court--Felony f i g u r e  includes s m  high misdemeanors t h a t  are punlshable by rmre than one year in prison. 
Nebraska--The fe lony category may Include a few mlsdemeanor cases. 
Pennsylvania--Felony/misdemana cases inc lude t r i a l  de novo f o r  appeal; appeal Includes c r i m i n a l  appeals trm D i s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  Courts and o t h e r  

rnizcel Ianeous c o u r t  act lons. 
Puerto Rico--Appeal data are included I n  a l l  t h e  other  l i s t e d  categor les by casetype. 
South Carol ina--Data inc ludes cases handied I n  t h e  County Court and C i v i l  and Cr iminal  Courts, both of which a r e  c a r t s  of l i m i t e d  j u r l s d l c t l o n .  

Thls  county conta ins 25 percent  of t h e  t o t a l  s t a t e  populat lon. 
The r e p o r t l n g  r a t e  was n l n e t y - a l g h t  percent. 

JExpianat ion of data included i n  t h e  category: 

o f  Cook County. 



TABLE 32: Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 
State and court. Criminal case categories 

State and court title 

Crlmlnal cases dlsposed 
c 

Alabama--Circuit Court .............. 
Alaska--Superlor Court .............. 
Arlzona--Superlor Court ............. 
Arkansas--Clrcult Court ............. 
California--Superior Court .......... 

~~ 

Colorado--District Court, Denver 
Superlor Court, Denver Juvenile 
Court, and Denver Probate Courtj. 

Connectlcut--Superior Court ......... 
Delaware--Superior Court ............ 
*Dlstrlct of Colunbis-Superlor Court. 

Florlda--Circuit Court .............. 
Georgla--Superior Court ............. 
'Guam--Superior Court ................ 
Hawaii-<lrcuit Court ............... 

*Idaho--STATE TOTAL .................. 
Dlstrlct Court .................... 
Magistrates D l v l s i o n  .............. 

*llIinols--Circult Court ............. 
Indlana--STATE TOTM ................ 
Superior Court and Clrcult Court .. 
Criminal Court of Marlon County ... 

*lowa--Dlstrict Court ................ 
Kansas-Dlstrlct Court .............. 
Kentucky--Circuit Court ............. 
Louisiana--0lstrict Court ........... 
Maine--Superior Court ............... 
Maryland--Circuit Court .............. 
Massachusetts--Superlor Court ....... 
Michlgan--STATE TOTAL ............... 
Clrcuit Court ..................... 
Recorder's Court of Detroit ....... 

Mlnnesoto--Distrld Court ........... 
Mississlppl--Clrcult Court .......... 
Mlssourl-<ircult Court and 

Court of Common Pleas ........... 
Montana--District Court ............. 
Nebraska--0lstrlct Court ............ 
Nevada--0istrlct Court! ............. 
Neu Hampshlre--Superlor Court ....... 
New Jersey--Superlor Court (Law 

Divlslon and Chancery Oivlsionl 
and County Court .................. 

New Mexico--0lstrIct Court .......... 
New York--Supreme Court and 

County Court .................... 
brth Carolina--Superlor Court ...... 
North Dakota--0istrlct Court ........ 
Ohlo--Court of Comnon Pleas ......... 
Oklahma--01strlct Court ............ 
Oregon .............................. 
Pennsylvanla--Court of Comnan Pleas.. 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court ......... 
Rhode Island--Superior Court ........ 
South Carolina-Circult Court ....... 

'South Dakots-Clrcult Court ......... 
Tennessew-Circuit Court and 

Criminal Court .................. 
Texas--Dlstrlct Court and Crlminal 

Distrlct Court! .................... 
Utah--District Court ................ 
Vermont--Superlor Court ............. 
Virglnia--Circuit Court ............. 
Washlngton--Superior Court .......... 
West Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court ........ 
Wisconsln--Circuit Court and 

County Court ...................... 
Wymlng--District Court ............. 

X NH NH X 
X NH NH 905 X 

10.009 600, NH NH 2,384 
8,226 5,034J NH NH Cj) 

NH 2,366 49,003 NH NH NH 

542 

NH 23,273 
X 1,145 

136 13,671 
13.260 
51,369 

X X NH X 15.837 

3,470j NH NH Cj l  NH 3,470 
3,854 13,732 6,460 3,321 NH 1.689 29,056 

NH 82,548 82,069 NH NH NH 479 
24,6001 14,938l NH NH NH 39,538' 

248 345 593 
1,396 286 NH NH NH 50 1,732 
2,760 20,466 4.984 65 28,275 
2,760 195 NH NH 65 NH 3,020 

NH 20.271 4.984 NH 25,255 

31,784 398,834 57.889 NH 488,507 
14,739 17,117 792 8,830 41,478 
14,739 15.281 792 8,830 39,642 

1,836 NH NH 1,836 
14,57d 68,934 19,812 55,366 i j l  158,685 

10,23zJ 14,8191 NH NH Cjl 25.051 
9,131 NH NH 309 NH 9,440 

3,750 47 NH 3,797 

2,616 2,082 NH Cj) , NH NH NH 651.1' 5,349 
28,055 NH NH 4,076 48 7 257 32.875 

18,817Up 277l 19,094' P 
I 8.81 7 i j  NH NH 277l 1 9.094l 

X X NH X 10.487 
NH 

13,931j 4.394 NH NH i j )  
X NH X 

4.091j ijl NH 1,52d 
NH NH 

4,161 NH 2,417 

18.330 
X 2,442 

5.61 I 

NH 6,578 

22,926 
4.697 

NH 2,486 
NH 

239 25,651 
4,697 

NH 33.387 

NH 50,797 29.113 NH NH 21,684 
834 26 NH NH 76 16 35 987 

Nh 30,603 30,603 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
20.497 35,091 NH 467 364 56,419 
14,973 NH NH 14,973 

54,343i 10.70d 623 65.672 
12.246 10.191 646 NH Cj) NH 23.083 

33,387 NH NH 

NH , 

NH 
30.86d NH 30.864 

2 , iy lU  il4.26ILl 116,3991J 

NH NH 

76,587' 6,108l NH 1,532' 4,733 88,9601 
2,691 NH NH 614 3,305 

38 2 NH NH 36 NH 76 
NH 50.559 
NH 13,811 

NH NH 6.178 

27.933 22,207 NH NH 399 
X NH NH X 

14,106 17,493 
I .3551 NH NH NH NH 

6,709 38,305 
1,3551 

icontlnued on next page1 



TABLE 32: Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. (continued) 

Note: A l l  a v a l l a b l e  data are entered I n  t h e  tab le.  Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data are not  aval lab le.  

X = The data f o r  t h l s  casetype are known t o  be Included I n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
NH = T h i s  casetype I s  not handled by t h e  cour t .  

*These s tates have a s l n g l e - t l e r  t r l a l  cour t .  These c o u r t s  have no l l m l t e d  j u r l s d l c t l o n  c o u r t s  under them, 50 Included I n  t h e i r  caseload a r e  cases t h a t  
llould be heard by I l m l t e d  J u r l s d l d i o n  cour ts  elsewhere. 

!Data are not complete: 
Georgla--31sposIt lon data Inc lude cases f l l e d  between Ju ly  I, 1970 and June 30, 1978 t h a t  uere e l t h e r  dlsposed dur lng o r  s t i l l  pendlng a t  t h e  end 

Mfchlgan--Data were unavai lab le f o r  seven countles. 
South Dakota--& data are Included f o r  cases heard by t h e  lawyer maglstrates o r  lay magls t ra te/c lerks who serve t h l s  cour t .  
Tennessee--No data are Included f o r  c o u r t s  I n  t e n  count les selected as p l l o t  s i t e s  f o r  t h e  ne* canputerlzed s t a t l s t l c a l  ln format lon systen. 
Texas-The f l g u r e s  repor ted f o r  t h l s  c o u r t  are based on an Incomplete number of  m n t h l y  reports. 
VymIng--Data do not  Inc lude cases f l l e d  before 1974. 

jExplanat lon of data Included I n  the category: 
Arkansas--Appeal data a r e  Included I n  t h e  mlsdemeanor f igures. 
Colorado--Includes fe lon les,  as well  as cases f l l e d  as f e l o n l e s  but  reduced to mlsdemeanors. 
Delaware-Appeal data a r e  Included I n  t h e  felony/mlsderneanor f igures. 
I I I Ino ls- - Inc ludes ordlnance v l o l a t l o n s ,  conservation v l o l a t l o n s ,  and pre l lmlnary hearlngs i n  felony cases I n  t h e  C l r c u l t  Court of Cook County. 
Iowa--Appeals dlsposed a r e  Included v l t h  fe lon les.  
Kansas--@peal cases are Included I n  t h e  felony and misdemeanor categories. 
Malne--Ordinance v l o l a t l o n  data are Included I n  t h e  o t h e r  c r l m l n a l  f lgures. 
Mlch lgan--Cl rcu l t  Court--Includes some high rnlsdemeanors t h a t  are punlshable by m r e  than one year I n  prlson. 
Mlssourl--Felony and misdemeanor data may Inc lude some appeal cases. 
Nebraska--The fe lony category may Inc lude a f e u  mlsdemeana cases. 
Pennsylvania--Felony/Misdemeanor Includes t r l a l  de novo f o r  appeal, and appeal Includes cr lmlnal  appeals f r a n  D l s t r l c t  J u s t i c e  Courts and o t h e r  

mlscel laneous c o u r t  act ions. 
Puerto Rlco--Appeal data a r e  Included I n  a1 I t h e  o t h e r  l l s t e d  categor ies by casetype. 
South CarolIna--Data Inc lude cases handled I n  t h e  County Court and t h e  C l v l I  and Cr lmlnal  Court. 
South Dakota--Sane t r a f f l c  cases dlsposed a r e  Included w l t h  t h e  cr lmlnal  cases d l s p s e d  repor ted on t h l s  t & l e .  

o f  1978. 

The r e p o r t l n g  r a t e  was n l n e t y - e l g h t  percent. 
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TABLE 33: Felony caseload for general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony caseload. Disposed and 
end pending as a pe'rcent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult 
population 

As percent  Chatge I n  
Adu I t  o f  f i l e d  pending F i l e d  (d l s -  

populat lon posed) per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pendlng Disposed pending Number Percent populat lon 
State, c o u r t  t i t l e ,  and u n i t  o f  count I n  Beg Inn I ng End End 100.000 a d u l t  

I nformatlons, Indictments, c a p  l a  l n t s  

Alaska--Superlor Court6.................... 263 410 778 905 283 116 56 -127 -31 296 

Guam--Superlor Court7 ...................... 2 03 27 I 248 226 92 83 23 I 1  
i I I ino l s - -C i r cu i  t ~ourt'l... ................ 7,935 20,355, 34,260 31,784 21.724 93 63 1,369 7 432 
lowa- -D is t r l c t  Court6. ..................... 2,064 12,192J i5,07d 14,575.1 12,5Ed 97 3 6 t  Y 730 

Arkansas--Ci rcu i t  Court6 ................... 1,522 5.786 8,997 8.226 6,557 91 73 771 13 591 

Kansas--Distr ict Court7 .................... 1,695 3,92d 10,303 10,232J 3,9973 71J 2 608 
Mal ne--Super l o r  Court7.. .................... 768 828 2,790 2,616 1,002 94 36 174 21 363 
Mlssour i - -C i r cu i t  Cour t  and Cour t  o f  

New Jersey-Superior Cour t  (Law D l v i s l o n )  

Commn Pleas6 .......................... 3,478 13,931j (4oiJ ) 

and County Court6 ...................... 5,265 29,947 24,311 22,926 31,332 94 129 1,335 5 462 

Oklahana--Dis t r ic t  Court6 .................. 2.028 25,990 22,165 20,497 27,658 92 125 1,668 6 1,093 
Oregon-<ircult  CourtL1 .................... 1,760 4,398 16,097 14,973 5,522 93 34 1,124 26 915 

Norm Dakota-Dis t r ic t  Court6 .............. 455 9 16 834 91 (82) 201 

Rhade Island--Superior bur+.............. 678 2,396 3 53 
South Dakota-< i rcu l t  Courti,6 ............. 481 2,13Bi (4441 1 

Vermont--Super l o r  Cour t6.. ................. 342 25 33 38 20 115 61 -5 -20 I O  

Wyom Inq-Distr I c t  Cour+.. ................. 293 604 1,404 1,355 653 97 47 49 8 479 

Tennessee--C i r c u l  t Cour t  and 
Cr iminal  Court6 .......................... 3.071 20, 177 6 57 

Wlsconsln- -Cl rcu l t  Cour t  and 
480 1.802 22 County Court6. ........................... 3,306 8,205 15,855 14,106 10,007 89 63 

Number of  ~ defendants 

A r  I zona-Super l o r  Gaur+. .................. 1,629 4,891 10,390 10.003 5,272 96 51 381 8 638 
C a l l f o r n l a - S u p e r i o r  Court8 ................ 16,064 55,369 49,003 88 (6,3661 345 
Colorado--District Cour tsJ ................ I 10.6Od 556j 

0 i s t r  I c t  o f  Co lumbia-Super l o r  Court9... ... 
F l o r i d a - - C i r c u i t  Court9 .................... 
Georg la--Superior C o ~ r t l , ~ .  ................ 
Hawal i -< i rcu l t  Court8 ..................... 
I daho--D l s t r  i c t  Court8.. ................... 
Mlchlgan--STATE TOTAL...................... 

C i r c u i t  h u r t 9  ........................... 
Nebraska-Dls t r lc t  Court8 .................. 
Ohio--Court o f  Canman Pleas8 ............... 
T e x a s - D l s t r l c t  Cour t  and Cr iminal  

D l s i r i c t  Court', ....................... 
Y i r g  I . la-< i r c u i  t b u r + .  .................. 
Washinston--Supreme Courte ................. 

495 
6,425 
3,499 

626 
594 

6,386 

1,112 
7.579 

8,994 
3,702 
2,709 

-- 

1,488 3,415 3,854 1,049 113 31 

16,03Ii 26,293l 24,6001 18,423l 94l 70i 
1,999 1,729 1,396 2,332 81 135 
1.103 2,845 2,760 1.188 97 42 

95,202 82,069 86 

7,9271Jp 1 7 . ~ 4 i J p  18,817iJp  6,494IjP i o s i j p  371Jp 
7,92713 17,3841.i 18.81713 6,494iJ imij 37iJ 
i ,wd 3 . 9 l d  4 , w i j  917J io4 2d 
6,583 31,575 30,603 7,555 97 24 

53,165' 71,42Ii 76,587l 47,999' 107' 67' 
8,548 29.354 27.933 9,969 95 34 

11,168 

-439 -30 

2,39Zi 15 
333 17 

85 8 

(13,133) 

-1,43313p-18iJp 
-1,433iJ -1el.i 

- 1 7 d  - 1 d  
972 1 5  

-5.166' -IOi 
1,421 17 

69 0 
1,482 

7511 
276 
479 
272IP 
272l 

4 17 
3 52J 

7941 
7 93 
412 

Number o f  charges 

Puer to Rim--Superior Cour t l o  .............. 10,268 10,212 12,246 8,221 120 81 -2,047 -20 

North Carol ina-superior Courtlz......... .. 3,933 10,694 30,576 29,113 12,157 95 40 1.463 14 777 

No cons is ten t  d e f l n l t l o n  

Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data a re  entered I n  the  tab le  and a i  I app-opr ia te ca l cv la t l ons  a re  included. Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data a r e  not 

ava i l ab le  o r  the ca l cu la t i ons  were no t  appropriate. 

- = Not appi lcable. 

IData are not complete: 
Georgia-PendIng and disposed data f o r  t h i s  c o u r t  do no t  Include cases 

M lch igan - -C i r cu i t  Court--Data a re  unavai lab le f o r  seven counties. 
South Dakota-tb data nere ava i l ab le  on cases heard by the lawyer 

Texas--Data contained I n  t h i s  t a b l e  are based on a less than complete 

f l i e d  before Ju ly  I, 1970. 

magis t ra tes and lay magis t ra te/c lerks rho a lso serve t h i s  court.  

number o f  monthly r s p o r t s  received f o r  t h i s  court.  
r a t e  w a s  ninety-e ight  percent. 

JExplanation o f  data Included I n  the  b t a l :  

The repo r t i ng  

Colorado--0ata includes cases f i l e d  as f e lon ies  but  reduced to 

Iowa--Pending data inc lude appeals cases. as well as mlsdemeanor 
misdemeanors. 

( regu la r  c r i m i n a l )  cases, I n  add i t i on  to the felony cases. 
F l l e d  and dlsposed data Inc lude appeals data. 

Kansas--Data includes some appeal cases. 

Mich igan-< i rcu l t  Court-- includes some h lgh misdemeanors t h a t  a re  
punishable by nure than one year i n  pr ison.  

Mlssouri--Data may inc lude soma appeal cases. 
Nebraska--These may inc lude a fen mlsdmeanor cases. 

%he c r lm lna l  case u n l t  o f  c w n t  I s  the  number o f  In format iom o r  

7The c r im ina l  case u n l t  o f  c w n t  I s  t h e  number o f  Informations, 

8The c r im ina l  case u n l t  o f  c w n t  I s  t he  number o f  defendants on t h e  

?he c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  ' c w n t  I s  t h e  number o f  defendants on the  

I ndlctments. 

Indictments, o r  complaints. 

I nformat ion, o r  i nd I c t m n t .  

Information, Indlctment, o r  c a p l a l n t .  
l?he c r im lna l  case u n i t  o f  c w n t  I s  t h e  number o f  charges. 
' IThe c r lm lna l  case u n l t  o f  count I s  the  case number asslgned b the 

I2The c r im ina l  case u n l t  o f  count I s  n o t  cons l s ten t  statewide. 
Information, Indictment, o r  c a p l a l n t  a t  arraignment. 



86 

TABLE 34: Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts. 1978 . 
State adult population within unit of count groupings . Courts reporting misdemeanor caseload . 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed . Number and percent change in pending . Filed per 
100. 000 adult population 

State.  c o u r t  t i t l e .  and u n i t  of count 

Informations. indictments. c m p  l a l n t s  

Alaska.. STATE TOTAL ....................... 
Superior Court6 ......................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ......................... 
Magistrates Cour t  ' ...................... 

Arkansas.. STATE TOTAL ..................... 
C i r c u i t  Cour t6 .......................... 
Municipal  Court i .  ..................... 
C i t y  Court. P o l i c e  Court. and Jus t ice  
ot the  Peace  ourt ti. 7 ................. 

Guam.. Superior Court7 ..................... 
I iiinois.-C i r c u i t  cour t7  .................. 
Indiana.. STATE TOTAL ...................... 

Superior Cour t  and C i r c u i t  Court7 ....... 
Couniy cour t7  ........................... 
Municipal Court  o f  Marion County7 ....... 
Juveni le Cour t  of Mar ion  County7 ........ 

Iowa.. D i s i r i c t  Court6 ..................... 
Kansas.. D i s t r i c t  Court7 ................... 
Louisiana.< i i y  Court  and Par ish  Court  

Massachusetts.. STATE TOTAL ................ and Municipal  Court7 .................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court)  ......................... 
Housing Court7 .......................... 
Juven i le  Court)  ......................... 

Common Pleas .......................... 
Neu Mexico.. Mag is t ra te  Court7 ............. 
North Dakota-STATE TOTAL ................. 

D i s t r i c t  Court6 ......................... 
County Court  wi th Increased 

J u r i s d i c t i o n 7  ......................... 
Oklahoma.. D i s t r  I c t  Court6 ................. 
Oregon.. J u s t i c e  Court ' .  I ................. 
Rhode Island.. STATE TOTAL ................. 

Superior Cour t 6  ......................... 
D i s t r i c t  cour t7  ......................... 

South Carolina.. Mag is t ra te  Court6 ......... 
South Dakota.. C i r c u i t  Court i .  ........... 
Tennessea.-C i r c u i  t Cour t  and 

Cr imina l  Court6 ....................... 
Utah.. STATE TOTAL ......................... 

Juven i le  Court  .......................... 
C i t y  ~ o u r t 7  ............................. 
J u s t i c e  of  the Peace Cour t  .............. 

Vermont-STATE TOTAL ...................... 
Superior cour t6  ......................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court7 ......................... 

W iscons in--Clrcui t Court and 
County Court6 ........................... 

West Virginia.. Maq is t ra te  Court1) ......... 
Number of defendants 

Arizona.. STATE TOTAL ...................... 
Superior Court i .8 ....................... 
J u s t i c e  of m e  ~ a a c e i .  9 ................. 
Munici pa I Court i  .g ...................... 

Cal itornia.. STATE TOTAL ................... 
J u s t i c e  Courtg .......................... 
Mun I c i  pa i Court9 ........................ 

Missouri.-C i r c u i t  Court  and Cour t  of 

Nebraska.< ounty Court7 ................... 

County J u s t i c e  Court7 ................... 

Change I n  As p r c e n t  
A d u l t  of t i l e d  pending F i l e d  

popu i a t l o n  ( dl  sposed) 
i n  Beginning End End pr 100.000 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pendinq Number Percent populat ion 

263 14. 807 1. 195P 5.630 
96 37 

.. 13. 479 5. 125 

1.522 3. 172jp 121. 981iJ 5. 0 3 d P  3. 4 2 4 ~  2 5 Y p  d p  8. 015'J 

.. 

1. 232 1. 195 97 (37) 468. 

.. 3. 172J 5. 287j 5. 0 3 4  3. 4251 9 d  6 3  2 5 3  d 347J 

.. 112. 76Ei 7.4031 

.. 

.. 

7.935 
3. 763 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

2 .  064 
1. 695 

2.672 
4. 206 
.. 
.. 
.. 

. 

3. 478 
1. I12  

809 
455 _ _  

3. 926i 
414 345 206 I37 . 

61. 456'J 42l.OOd 398. 8 3 4  71. 30oiJ 
40. 028P 92. 458p 80. 254p 52. 232p 

5. 669 16. 717 14. 739 7.647 
10. 054 36. 129 32. 348 13. 835 
24. 297 39. 597 33. I59 30. 735 

74.307 68. 934 
8J Isi 8 j  l s i  

3.993 14. 193 I4 .81d 4. 082J 

83 50 

87P 56p 
88 46 
90 30 
84 78 

93 

95i  

53j l o o j  

28. 674i 25.698l 901 
1 9 0 . 0 0 ~  P 
18 1. 839J 

8. i39 
28 

4. 399j 
13. 754 32. 723 31.871 14. 606 97 45 

16. 941 
16. 204 13. 274 82 

22 26 I I8 

2581 
69 50 

(22. 172J) 5.30d 
12. 204p 30p 2. 457p 

1.978 35  444 
3.781 28 960 
6.438 26 1.052 

7 j  8 d  <iJ 
(5. 3731 3. 600 

84 2J 831 

(2. 976i) 1. 0731 
4. 51eJ p 
4. 323J 

194 
1 

(12d) 
2. 943 
2. 094 

(2. 930) 3. 561 
(-4) 5 

852 6 

.. 1 1 .  784 9. 469 80 (2. 315) 2.590 

.. ..... ..... 86 (6191 967 
2. 028 18.508 36. 069 35. 091 19. 486 97 54 978 5 1.779 
1. 760 1.552' 7. 6 B i  6.571i 2.619' 86l 3qi 1.067i 6gi 4341 

.. 25.543 26. 9 5 4  1od (-I . 409J I 3. 76aJ 

678 26. 039P 26. 954P 3. 841p 
.. 494 73 

1.  988 
48 I 

3. 071 
83 0 _- 
.. 
.. 

342 
.. 
.. 

3. 306 
1. 321 

64. 760 
114. 261' 

7. 971 
27. 435iJ 

287 
9. 1681 

17. 980' 
3. I 5 5  16. 537 17. 199 2. 493 I04 15 

1 4 2 3 50 75 
3.154 16. 533 17. 197 2 .  490 104 15 

89 57 8. 936 19. 624 17. 490 1 1 .  125 
118. 548j 91. 8 5 I i  77 i 

3.258. 
(23. 7 55' ) 

260. 
3. 305'J 

35 
1. 1051 
2. 166' 

-662 -21 4.835 
2 200 1 

-664 -21 4. 834 

594 2.189 24 
(26. 697'1 8.974 1 

1. 629 23. 621l 74. 90Zi 66. 630i 31.893' 8gi 43i 8.272' 3gi 4. 5981 

35. _- 288 568 600 256 106 45 -32 -1 I 
_ _  2.891' 20. 362' 18. 042' 5. 2 1 I i  8gi 26i 2 .  320i 80i I .  250' 
_. 20. 442' 53. 972' 47. 988' 26.426' 8gi 4gi 5.984i 29' 3. 313' 

16. 064 577.796 535.778 93 (42. 018) 3. 597 
_ _  50. 246 44.591 89 (5. 655) 313 
-- 527. 550 491.187 93 (36. 363) 3. 284 

Connecticut-< o u r t  of Cornmn Pleas ....... 2. 269 16. 610 87. 311 85. 338 18. 583 98 21 3. 848 
Colorado-- County c o u r J .  9 ................. I .  908 12. 484J 27,073.1' 25. 273j 14. 284J 93 j  53J 1. aooj 14 I .  419J 

D i s t r i c t  of Co I umbi a-- Super i o r  Court'. .... 49 5 2. 774 13. 395 13. 732 2. 407 103 18 -367 - I3  2.  706 
F Ior ida--C ounty Court'.. ................. 6. 425 162. 552 150. 428 93 ( 12. 124) 2. 530 
Gecrgia-STATE TOTAL ...................... 3. 499 34. 627Ip 94. 455P 88.229iP 40. 407ip 5. 78OiP 17'p 2. 699p 

Super ior ~ o u r t i . 9  ....................... -- 9.57Zi 15.730 14. 93Ei 9. 918' 346i qi 4 50 
Sta te  Court  and County C o u r t g  ........... -- 24. 796 73. 402 68. 000 30. 198 93 41 5. 402 22 2. 098 
Probate Court'. ......................... -_ 259 5. 323 5. 291 29 1 99 5 32 12 152 

1. 973 12 
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Charge i n  F i l e d  (d is-  As percent  Adu I t 
populat ion of f i l e d  pend I nq posed) per 

thousands pending F I  led Disposed pendlng Disposed pendinq Number Percent populat ion 
State, c o u r t  t l t i e ,  and u n i t  of count i n  B e g l n n l g  End End 100,000 

Number of defendants ( a n t l n u e d )  

Hawaii--STATE TOTAL....................... 626 5Y)P 3cBp 17,153 56op 22p 4P (2,740) 
C i r c u i t  Court8 .......................... -- 538 3cB 286 560 93 182 22 4 49 
D i s t r i c t  C o u r t l o  ........................ -- 16,867 (2,694) 

D i s t r i c t  Court8 ......................... -- 42 201 19 5 48 97 24 6 14 34 
Magistrates ~ i v i s i o n g  ................... -- 4.116 20,749 20,271 4.594 98 22 478 12 3,493 

Superior court') ....................... -- 730 1.979 2,082 627 -103 -14 258 

Kentucky-0 i s t r  I c t  Court9.. ............... 2.44 1 171.769 146,215 85 (25.554) 7,037 

New York--STATE TOTAL.. ................... 12.8% 100,6OOip 783iP 
Criminal Cour t  of the C i t y  o f  New Yorkl.  -- 100,6001 7851 
Tom and V i  I lage Courtg ................. 
County Court8 ........................... -- 2,613 21,924 22,003 2,054 IO0 9 -559 -21 239 

Munlc lpa lCour t8.  ..................... 8,567 3,8% 41,237 39,282 5,506 95 13 1,648 43 48 1 

District Court i .8 ..................... -- 6,01Z1 7,478' 6,1CB1 7,382' 82' 99l 1.370' 23' 83 I 

W n  i c  I pa i ~ourt1,g.. .................... -- 435,088i 343,267l 791 (91,8211) 4.831 
Jus t i ce  o f  t h e  Peace C o ~ r t l , ~  ........... -- 364,149' . 270,146' 74 1 (94,003i) 4.0491 

Just lces of the Peaceg ................ 2.709 70,311 2,595 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL........................ 594 4,158 20.950 20.466 4,642 98 22 484 12 3,527 

Malne-STATE TOTAL...................... 7 68 730P 1,979 22,736' 627p 2 58p 
105 32 

D i s w i c t  cou r t7  ....................... -- 12,6541 (1.648') 

Mary I and-+ 1 str I c t  Cour t9.. ............... 2,963 101,217 281 3,416 

-- 
Ohio--STATE TOTAL ......................... 7,579 22,169p 260.062p 255,609 25,86@ 98p I @  3,691p i7p 3,431p 

W n i c l p a i  Court8 ........................ -- 19.5% 238, 138 233,600 23,806 98 10 4.250 22 3,142 
Pennsy ivanla--Ph I ladel ph l a  

T~X=--STATE TOTAL ........................ 8,994 ig i . 99 i i Jp  1,011,4421 827,36313 190,2461Jp 8213 1i,246i 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and Cr iminal  

County Cour t  a t  Law and 
Cons t i t u t i ona l  County ~ o u r t l , 9  ........ -- 185,97913 204,727l 207.84213 182.8641J 10213 e9iJ  -3,115iJ -2iJ 2.276' 

V i r g i n l a - - C l r c u i t  Court8 .................. 3,702 6,291 23,267 22,207 7,351 95 32 628 1.060 17 
Washlngton--Distr ict Cour t  and 

Number o f  charges 

Delaware-STATE TOTAL..................... 414 99OP 23,402p 7,719'p 1,130b' 140p 14p 5,659 
Cour t  of h m n  Pleas10 ................. -- 990 6,534 6,394,. 1,130 98 17 140 14 I ,  518 

Justice of the P e k e  Cour t l o  ............ -- 16,868 4,074 
Alderman's Courtio ...................... -- 1,325' (320' 1 

Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL.................. 18,33? 50,zed 53.63e 14,9823 1073 3oj  -3,351J - ~ d  
Superior Court10 ........................ -- 7,884~ 9,ooi j  1o.wIJ 6,694~ 113 7 4  -1,190i -13 
D i s t r i c t  Court10 ........................ -- 10.449 41.284 43,445 8,288 105 20 -2,161 -21 

tb w n s l s t e n t  d e f l n l t l o n  

Minnesota--County CourtlZ... .............. 2,834 15,323 33,356 30.204 19,117 91 57 3,794 25 1, 176 
New Hampshire-STATE TOTAL................ 615 31,007p (5.042)p 

w n i c l p a i  Cour t lz .  ...................... -- 887 (144) 
District Cour t lZ  ........................ -- 30,120 (4,898) 

Note: A l l  cou r t s  I n  Louisiana and Hawaii a re  displayed i n  the number of  defendants grouping because t h l s  Is the u n l t  o f  count grouping tor  t he  general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cou r t  i n  both of these s tates.  

the ca l cu la t i ons  were not  approprlate. 
A l l  ava i l ab le  data are entered i n  the tab le  and a l l  appropr ia te ca l cu la t i ons  a re  Included. B lank spaces i nd i ca te  t h a t  e i t h e r  the data a re  n o t  ava i l ab le  o r  

_- = N o t  appl icable. 

6The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of lnformations o r  indictments. 
'The c r lm ina l  case u n i t  of w u n t  Is  the number o f  intormatlons, Indictments, o r  canpia in ts .  
8The c r lm ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of defendants on the  information, or indictment. 
9The c r im lna i  case u n i t  o f  count Is the number of defendants on the information, Indictment, or canpia ln t .  
'+he c r im lna i  case u n l t  o f  count i s  the number o f  d a r g e s .  
'IThe c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count is  the case number assigned to the informatlon. indictment, a- canp la in t  a t  arraignment. 
12The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  not  cons is ten t  statewide. 
h e  c r im ina l  case u n t t  of count i s  the number of warrants issued. 

b a t a  are no t  canpiete: 
Arizona--Justices of t h e  Peacw-Fb data were repor ted fo r  SIX locat ions o f  t h i s  cour t ,  

W n i c i p a i  Court--Fb data were ava i l ab le  f o r  f i v e  locat ions of the M n i c l p a l  Courts. 
Arkansas--Munlcipai Court--Fb data were ava i l ab le  fo r  seven towns; SIX m n t h s  of data were ava l l ab ie  fo r  h e l v e  others. 

C i t y  Court, P o l I c e  Court,  and Jus t i ce  of the Peace Court--tb data were ava i l ab le  fo r  f o r t y - e i g h t  c w r t  locations; s i x  m n t h s  o f  data were ava i l ab le  fo r  s i x  
others. 

Delaware-Alderman's Court--tb data fran the Laurel Aidarman's Cour t  a re  Included. 
Georgia-Superior Court--Pending and disposed data inc lude on ly  cases m a t  were f I  i d  a f t e r  J u l y  I ,  1970 rhen a new canputerlzed in format ion systen 18s 

s t a t e d .  Icontlnued on next page) 



TABLE 34: Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

i I linois--Pending data a c l u d e  misdemeanors to r  non-suburban Cook County, and a1 I mlsdemeanor conservat lon v io la t ions .  
Louisiana--Data were unavai lable fo r  tu, locat ions.  and on ly  s i x t y - s i x  to seventy-f ive percent complete to r  f l v e  other locat lons.  
Maine--Distr ict  Court--Data yere unava i lab le  fo r  the t l r s t  h a l t  of the repor t ing  period. 
Maryland--Distr ict  Court--Disposed data include a d u l t  of fenses against  juven l  les i n  Montgomery County only. 
New Y o r k - C r i m i n a i  Cour t  of  the C i t y  of New York--One hundred and n lne  c r im ina l  cases could n o t  be I d e n t i t i d  by type. Sane of these cases may have been 

Orejon--Justice Court--& da ta  mere reported f o r  tourteen o f  the fo r ty - tour  c o u r t  locat ions.  
South Daknta--No data are included to r  the cases handled by lawyer magistrates or  lay maglstrate/c lerks i n  t h i s  court .  
Texas--Data reported f o r  a1 I c o u r t s  a re  based on incanplete response from the var ious c o u r t  locations. 

misdemeanors. 

The response r a t e s  f o r  the var ious  Courts were: 
D i s t r i c t  Court, and Criminal  D i s t r i c t  Court-ninety-eight percent; C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County Cour t  and County Cour t  a t  Law-nineiy-seven percent; M l n l c l p a l  
Court--ninety percent; and Jus t ice  o f  the Peace Court--seventy-seven percent. 

Utah--Justice hur t - -Data  were reported by o n l y  161 of the I81 j u s t i c e s  of the peace. 
Wsst Virginia--Only n ine  o u t  of  twelve m n t h l y  r e p o r t s  were raceived from the cour ts  located i n  Lewis and Webster C o u n t i s .  

Ar izona--Superior Court--Data given t o r  misdemeanor cases 01% Includes c r i m i n a l  appeals t r a  lower cour ts  and other nontelony c r i m i n a l  cases. 
Arkansas--Circui t  Court-- Misdemeanor cases are  genera l l y  appeals t r i a l  de novo t ran  loyer courts.  
Colorado--Data Include only those cases t i led as misdemeanors, and n o t  those t i l e d  as fe lon ies  b u t  reduced to misdeneanors. 
I i l inois--1nciudsd w i t h  misdemeanor cases are  ordinance v io la t ions ,  conservat ion v l o l a t i o m ,  and telony pre l lm lnary  hear ing cases I n  Caok County. 
Indiana--Juvenl l e  Court  of Marlon County--These are misdemeanors c a m l t t e d  against  juven i  IBS by adults. 
Kansas--Data inc iude 5018 appeal cases. 
Massachusetts--Distr ict  Court--Data given fo r  misdemeanor cases also Include some felony Cases. A maximum %year sentence may be given f o r  these 

Missouri--Data may include some appeals cases. 
Puerto Rlccr-Super ior  Court--The data g iven here also include appeals of misdemeanor cases f i l e d  i n  the  court .  
Rhode Is land- -D is t r i c t  Court--Data given f o r  misdemeanor cases include t r a f t i c  cases m a t  w e  n o t  handled by the Admin is t ra t i ve  Ad jud lca t lon  D i v i s i o n  

Texas--Counh/ Court  a t  Law and C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County Court-Pending and disposed data a lso  Include c r l m l n a l  appeal cases. 
Utah--City Court--Data g iven f o r  misdemeanor cases Include s t a t e  misdemeanors and pre l lm lnary  hear lcgs i n  fe lony cases. 

JExplanat ion o f  data included i n  the category: 

these telony cases. Cases include DWI/DUI and operating 50 as to endanger cases. 

o f  me Department of  Transportat ion.  

PData were n o t  ava i lab le  t o r  a1 I cour ts  i n  the s ta te .  



89 
TABLE 35: Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1978. 

State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony, misdemeanor, or felony/ 
misdemeanor caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in 
pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population 

Change i n  As percent 
F i l e d  (d ls -  Adu it of f i l e d  pendlng 

popu la t ion  posed) per 

thousands pending F i l e d  D l s p s e d  pending Disposed pending Number Percent populat ion 
a d u l t  100,000 State, c o u r t  t i t l e ,  and u n i t  of count i n  Beginning End End 

informations, I nd l  ctments, comp I a I n t s  

263 410iP 15,585 2,1OOiP 283IP -127IP -31iP 5,926 
Super ior  Court..................................... -- 4101 874 905l 2831 -127l -311 332 

13,479 5,125 D i s t r i c t  Court..................................... -- 
Magis t ra tes  Court.................................. -- 1,232 1,195 (37) 468 

Arkansas-STATE TOTAL................................ 1.522 8 ,9581~ 130,97815 i3 ,26dp 9,982jP 1,D2dP 1 I j P  8,606ij 

Alaska--STATE TOTAL.................................. 

C i r c u i t  Court...................................... -- 8,95ai 14.284.1 i3.26al 9 , g d  9 9  7oi 1,024J i d  9 3 4  
Municipal  Courti.. ................................. - 11 2.768l 7,4091 

J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace Courti... ................... -- 3,926l 258I 
C i t y  Court and P o l i c e  Court  and 

Guam--Superior Court.............,................... 
I I l i n o i s - - C i r c u i t  Court.............................. 
Indlana--STATE TOTAL......................,.......... 

Super ior  Court  and C i r c u i t  Court................... 
Cr iminal  Court  of  Marion County.................... 
County Court....................................... 
Munic ipal  Court  of Marion County...... ............. 
Juven i le  Court  of Marion County.................... 

Iowa--Distr ict  Court ................................. 
Kansas-Distr ict  Court............................... 
Louisianr-STATE TOTAL............................... 

D i s t r i c t  Courtd .................................... 
C i t y  Court  and Par ish  Court  and 

Municipal  Court.................................. 

C i r c u i t  Court...................................... 
Maryland--STATE TOTAL ................................ 

7,935 
3,763 -- 

-- 
-- 
-- 
-- 

2,064 
1,695 
2.672 -- 

340 685 593 432 
81,8111J 455,266j 430,61d 9 3 , 0 2 4 r  
56.474 109.918 97,371 69,021 
21,375 32,253 30.020 23,608 

740 1.924 1,836 828 
10,054 36,129 32.348 13,835 
24,297 39,597 33.159 30,735 

8 j  15.J 8 j  i 5 j  
i2.192iJ 89.38y 83,5075 12,55613 
7,914 25.21 1J 25.0515 8,074 

28,6741P 25,698IP 

28,674l 25,6981 

30,642 28,055 
131,859 

181,834 

8,139 
28 

87 63 
9 r l  
89 63 
93 73 
95 43 
90 38 
84 78 
5d lDOj 

9 4  32j  
9 J  

901 

92 

92 
(24,64d ) 

12,547 
2,233 

88 
3,781 
6,438 

7 j  
(5.873 1 

1 6 d  
(2.976iP) 

(2,9761) 

(2,587) 

27 

22 
i o  
1 2  
?a 
26 

- 

88J 

2 j  

- 

5,7375 
2,921 

857 
51 

960 
1,052 

q i j  

4.3301 
1.487.1 
1,073iP 

1,073l 
4,450 
1,034 

-- 
2,963 _- 

D i s t r i c t  Courtd .................................... _- 101.217 28 I 3,416 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL........................... 4,206 190,0061 P 4.517P 
Super ior Cour t  -- 
D i s t r i c t  Court..................................... -- 
Boston Municipal  Court............................. -- 
Housing Court...................................... _- 
Juvenl ie Court1 -- 

..................................... 

.................................... 
M i s s o u r i - - C i r c u i t  Court  and Court  of Cmmon Pleas.... 3.478 19,020j i8.330j 96j  (69oj)  547j 
New Jersey--Superlor Court  (Law D i v i s i o n )  and 

County Courts.................................... 5,265 29,947 24,311 22,926 31,332 94 1 2 9  1.585 5 462 
North Dakots-STATE TOTAL............................ 455 17,120 14,108 82 (3,Oi 2 )  3.763 

938 860 92 (78) 206 D i s t r i c t  Court..................................... -- 
County Court w i t h  Increased J u r i s d i c t i o n l .  ......... _- 11,784 9,469 80 (2,315) 2,590 
County J u s t i c e  Court i  .............................. -- 4.398 3,779 86 (619) 967 

4.32d 

194 
1 

2,871 2,646 6 Oklahoma--District Court............................. 2,028 44,498 58,234 55,588 47,144 95 81 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL.................................. 1,760 5,950i 23,7351 21,544l 8,14ii 9 i i  341 2,19ii 37l  1,3491 

Jus t ice  Courtd _- 1,552l 7,638l 6,571i 2,619l 86' 34' 1,067l 69l  4341 

..................................... 4,398 16.097 14,973 5,522 93 34 1,124 26 91 5 C i r c u i t  Courtd -- ..................................... 
Rhode Island--STATE TOTAL............................ 678 28,435 26.958 4.194 

2.890 426 ..................................... Superior Court  -- 
1,988 

-- 25;54d 26,95d 
9,232P 95,068 30.868 8,672P 

1 od ( - 1 . 4 d )  3,7681 
-560P -@ 4,782 

__ 
-- 

481 
3,071 

830 _- 

102 29 -560 -6 1,525 
3,258 

(24,199l) 
91 7 

333 
35 

3,644ij 

1 . i O d  

D i s t r i c t  Court..................................... 
South Carolina--STATE TOTAL.......................... 

C i r c u i t  Court, County Court, and C i v i l  and 

Mag is t ra te  Court................................... 64,760 
South Dakota--Circui t  Court  l.... ..................... 
Tennessee-Ci rcu i t  Court and Criminal  Court.......... 28.148 
Utah--STATE TOTAL .................................... 30.247ij 

D i s t r i c t  Court..................................... 2/31 2 

Cr iminal  C o u r t  ................................... 9,232 30,308 30,868 8,672 

i 16,399l 

Juvenl l e  Court..................................... 287 
C i t y  Court......................................... 9,16d 
J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Peace Court -- 17,980 I 2,166l 

Super ior  Court  -- 
D i s t r i c t  Court..................................... -- 

......................... 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL................................. 342 4,210 19,223 19,997 3,436 104 I 8  -774 -18 5,621 

26 37 40 23 108 62 -3 -12 I 1  
4,184 19,186 19,957 3,413 104 18 -771 -18 5,610 

Wisconsin--Circui t  Court  and County Court............ 3,306 17,141 35,479 31.596 21,132 89 60 3.991 23 1,073 

..................................... 
.................... West V Irginia--Magi s t r a t e  Courtd. 1.321 118.548' 91.851 771 (26.697)l 8.9741 

Wyoming--District Court.............................. 293 604 1,404 1.355 653 97 47 49 8 479 

(cont in led  on next page) 
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TABLE 35: Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload. 1978 . (continued) 

Changa I n  F l i e d  (Dls- Adu I t  AS percent 

State. cour t  t i t l e  . and u n i t  of count 

Number of &fendants 

Arizona.. STATE TOTAL ................................. 
Superior Court ..................................... 
Just ices of the Peacei ............................. 
Muni c ipa  I Court  1 ................................... 

Cal i fornia-.  STATE TOTAL .............................. 
Superior Court  ..................................... 
Just ice  Court  ...................................... 

Court  of  Cumon Pleas .............................. 
Delaware-STATE TOTAL ................................ 

Superior Court  ..................................... 
Court  of Commn Pieasd ............................. 
Just ice  of the  Peace Courtd ........................ 
Alhrman 's  Court  .................................. 

D i s t r i c t  of Columbla-- Superlor Court  ................. 
Flor ida- -  STATE TOTAL ................................. 

C l r c u l t  Court  ...................................... 
County Court ....................................... 

Georgia-- STATE TOTAL ................................. 
Superlor Cour t i  .................................... 
State Court and County Court ....................... 
Probate Court  ...................................... 

Hava1i.- STATE TOTAL .................................. 
C i r c u i t  Court  ...................................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court ..................................... 

Idaho-- STATE TOTAL ................................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ..................................... 
Magistrates D l v l s i o n  ............................... 
C i r c u i t  Court ...................................... 
O i s t r l c t  Court ..................................... 

Maine-. STATE TOTAL ................................... 
Superior Court  ..................................... 

Kentucky-- STATE TOTAL ................................ 

popu la t ion  
I n  

thousands 

I . 629 
_L 

.. 
_L 

16. 064 
.. 
.. 

Beg1 nn I ng End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 

28. 5 1 Z i  85.292' 76. 639l  37. 165l  
5.179 10. 958 10.609 5. 528 
2. 891 20. 36Zi 18. 042l 5. 2111 

20. 4421 53. 972I 47. 988l  26.426l 
633. I65  584. 781 

55. 369 49. 003 
50. 246 44. 591 

.. 16.610 
414 2. 584 
.___ 

.. 1.5941 
990 .. 

.. 

.. 
495 4. 232 

6. 425 
.. 
.. 

3. 499 .. 
.. 
.. 

626 
.. 
.. 

594 
.. 
.. 

2. 441 
.. 
.. 

768 
.. 

150. 428 
112. 82gr 

68. OW 
5. 291 

18. 549 
1. 682 

16. 867 
23. 226 

2.955 
20. 271 

155. 346 
9. 131 

146.2 I5 
18. 776 
4. 698 

39. 5581 
58. 8301 
28. 3411 
30. 198 

291 

2. 892 

5. 830 
. 1. 236 

2. 892P 

4. 594 

1. 6 2 9  
1. 629 

of  f l i e d  

Dlspused pending 
End 

go1 441 
97 50 
89l 26l 

92 
88 
89 

891 491 

.................................... 527. 550 491. 187 93 (36. 363 ) 3. 284 Munlcipai  Court  .. 
Colorado-. STATE TOTAL ................................ 1. 908 12.4841) 37. 677 25. 213P 14. 28413 1 .  80oP I #  1 .  975 ..................................... IO. 6 0 d  5 5 d  

County Court ....................................... -- 12. 4841 27.0731 25. 2 7 3  14. 2841 9 d  5 9  1.8Od Id I . 419j 
Connecticut-- STATE TOTAL ............................. 2. 269 20. 411 91. 122 89. 088 22. 445 98 25 2. 034 10 4. 016 

Suoer ior  Court  ..................................... -- 3.801 3.811 3. 750 3.862 98 101 61 2 168 

3. 848 

D i s t r i c t  Court -- 

1 .  973 12 87. 311 85. 338 18.583 98 21 
26. 695P 11. 189P 2. 547P 6. 448P 

3. 2 9 3  3. 4703 1.4173 1 0 9  4 d  -177 -11 795 
6. 534 6. 394 1. 130 98 17 140 14 1 .  578 

16. 868 4.074 

16. 810 17. 586 3. 456 105 21 -776 -18 3. 396 
257. 754 232.497 90 (25. 257 ) 4. 012 
95.202 82.069 86 ( 1  3. 133) 1.482 

162. 552 (12. 1241 
50. 658I 120. 748l 8. 17Zi 
25.603l 42. 023l 2. 7 B i  
24.796 73. 402 5. 402 

259 5. 323 32 

I . 325l (3201 1 

2. 537P 2. 037P 3 5 9  
2.537 2. 037 355 

5. 261 23. 795 5 69 
1. 145 3. 046 91 
4. 116 20. 749 478 

181. 505 ( 26. 1591 
9. 736 (605) 

171. 769 (25. 5 54 ) 
1.558p 4. 769P 71P 
1. 558 4. 769 71 

93 

Mi 67l  
931 49 

93 41 
99 5 

83 142 

98 25 
97 41 
98 22 
86 
94 
85 

99 34 

pending posed) per  

Number Percent popu l a t l o n  
a d u l t  100. 000 

5. 236' 8.653' 30' 
349 7 673 

2. 3201 801 1 .  2501 
5. 984l  29l  5 .  313l 

(48. 384) 3. 942 
(6. 366) 345 
( 5 .  655) 313 

16l  

22 
12 
I #  
14 

11 
8 

12 

Ill 

2. 530 
3. 4511 

2. 098 
152 

(2 .  963) 
325 

(2. 694) 
4. 006 

513 
3. 493 
7. 436 

399 
7. 037 

(2. 445P) 
621 

I. 2011 

5p 
5 

0 I s t r  I c t  Courtd .................................... .. 14. 078l  ( I .  833l)  
Michigan.. STATE TOTAL ................................ 6. 386 7. 927IP 17. 3 8 4 1 ~  18. 8 1 7 1 ~  6. 4 9 4 1 ~  1 0 8 1 ~  3 7 1 ~  .I. 4 3 3 1 ~  - i a l P  2121P ...................................... 7. 9271 17. 3841 18. 8171 6. 4941 1081 371 . I .  4331 -181 2121 .. Circuit Court 

Recorder's Court  o f  D e t r o i t  ........................ .. 
Nebraska.. STAT€ TOTAL ................................ 1 .  112 14. 844 36. 641 35.962 15. 523 98 42 679 5 3. 295 

D i s t r i c t  Court  ..................................... .. 1. 090 3. 918 4. 091 917 104 23 352 
County Court ....................................... .. 13. 754 32.723 31. 871 14. 606 97 45 852 6 2. 943 

Nevada.. D l s t r l c t  Courtd. I ............................ 466 1. 627l 349 I 
New Mexico.. STATE TOTAL .............................. 809 2 .  345P 21. 890 4. 697P 2. 597P 252P I I P  2. 706 

D i s t r i c t  Court  ..................................... .. 2.345 4. 949 4.697 2.597 95 52 61 2 252 11 
Magistrate Court ................................ .. 16. 941 2. 094 

-173 -16 

................................ New York.. STATE TOTAL 12.856 9. 825IP 132. 106IP 33. 387P 8. 608IP .l. 217IP -12'P I .  027iP 
Suprwm Court and County Court  ..................... .. 9. 8251 31. 506 33. 347 8. 6081 106 .l. 217 -12 245 
Criminal  Court of the C i t y  of New York ............. .. 100. 6001 783 I 
Town and V i i l a g e  Court  ............................. .. 

Ohlo.. STAT€ TOTAL .................................... 7. 579 28.752 291.637 286.206 33.415 98 1 1  4.663 16 3 3 4 8  

Ph i lade lph ia  Municipal  Court  ....................... 
Texas-- STATE TOTAL ................................... 

D l s t r l c t  Court and Crlmlnal  D i s t r i c t  Courti ........ 
County Court  a t  Law. Const i tu t iona l  County Court! .. 
Municipa i Court  1 ................................... 
Just lce  of the  Peace Court i  ........................ 

Vl rg ln ia - -  C i r c u i t  Court  .............................. 
Washington-- STATE TOTAL .............................. 

Superior Court  ..................................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court  and Just ices of t h e  Peace ........... 

.. 
8. 994 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

3. 702 
2. 709 
.. 

.............................. 417 6. 583 31. 575 30. 603 7.555 9 1  24 I 972 15 Court of Common Pleas .. 

Llunic lpal  Court  -- 19.556 238. 134 233. 600 23. 806 98 10 4. 250 22 3.142 
Pennsylvanla-- STATE TOTAL ............................ 8. 567 27. 3 6 d  lO l .56d 93. 6 2 9  30. 8 4 9  92j 3 d  3. 4 7 d  Id I. led 

County Court ....................................... -- 2.613 21. 924 22. 003 2.  054 100 9 -559 -21 289 .................................... 
Court of Caomn Pleas .............................. -- 23.5115 60. 3313 54. 3 4 J  25. 339J d 421 I .  828J d 7 0 d  

481 
12. O4O1J 

8711 
2,276l.1 

4. 0491 
1.421 
3. 008 

412 
2. 595 

4. 8381 

13 1.648 43 3. 858 41. 237 39. 282 5. 506 95 
245. 156'3P 1 .082. 863IJ 903. 95Oi3 258. 2451JP 8315 

59. 177l 78. 8991 82. 6951 55. 3811 1051 701 -3. 7961 -61 
185. 97g i j  204. 727IJ 207. 84Zi3 182. 86413 i o z l j  sg iJ  -3,1151.1 -21J 

435. 088l 343. 267l 791 (91. 82111 
X 4 .  14gi 270. 146i 741 (94. 00311 

14.839 52. 621 50. I40 17. 320 95 33 2. 481 17 
81. 479 
11. 168 
70. 311 
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Adul t  As percent Change In F l l e d  IDls-  
popu I a t  ion o f  f l l e d  pendlng posed) per  

thousands pendlng F l l e d  Dlsposed pendlng Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent populat lon 
State, cour t  t l t l e ,  and u n l t  o f  count In Beglnning End End a d u l t  100,000 

Number of chargas 

Puer to Alco--STATE TOTAL............................. 28.601J 60,497J 65,8825 23,209 109J 3 d  -5,3983 -19J 
Superior Court..................................... (8,152J I 9 . 2 I J  22,4375 14,9151 I I J  7 d  -3,2375 -Id 
D l s t r l d  court..................................... 10,449 41,284 43,445 8,288 105 20 -2,161 -21 

No consls tent  d e f l n l t i o n  

Mtnnesota--County kart .............................. 2,834 15,323P 33,336P 30,204P 19,117P 91P 57P 3.794P 25P 1.176P 
New Hampshlre--STATE TOTAL........................... 61 5 2,966P 3,895P 35,168 2,700P 633P 

Superlor Court ..................................... -- 2.966 3,895 4,161 2,700 107 69 -266 -9 633 
D i s t r l d  Court..................................... I 30,120 (4,8981 
Munlclpal Court.................................... -- 887 (1441 

North Carolina-Superlor Court....................... 3,933 10,694P 30,576P 29,113P 12,157P 95P 40P 1,463P 14P 777P 

Note: At1 ava l l ab le  data are entered In t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr la te ca l cu la t l ons  are Included. Blank spaces l nd l ca te  t h a t  e l t h e r  the data are no t  ava l l ab le  o r  
the ca l cu la t l ons  were w t  approprlate. 

-- - Not appl lcable. 

dcase h f l n t t l o n  or u n l t  o f  count: 
Delaware--Court o f  C o m n  Pleas, Jus t l ce  o f  the Peace Court.  and Alderman's 

Hawa l l - -D ls t r l c t  Court--The u n l t  o f  count Is t he  number of charges. , 

L o u l s l a n a - - 0 l s t r l d  Court--The u n l t  o f  count Is t he  number of defendants on 

M a l n k - O l s t r l d  Court--The u n l t  of count Is t he  number of Informatlons, 

M a r y l a n b - D l s t r l d  Court--The u n l t  o f  c w n t  Is the number of defendants on 

Nebraska--County Court--The u n l t  of count Is t h e  number o f  Informatlons, 

Nex M e x l m - M a g l s t r a t e  Court--The u n l t  o f  count Is t he  number of 

Oregon--All courts--The u n l t  o f  count I f  t he  case number asslgned t o  t h e  

West Vlrglnla--The u n l t  o f  count Is the number of warrants Issued. 

Alaska--Superlor Court--Disposed and pendlng cases do not  Inc lude 

Arlzona--Justices o f  t h e  Peack-No data were repor ted f o r  SIX cour t  

Munlc lpa l  Court--No data were ava l l ab le  f o r  f l v e  locat lons o f  the 

Court-The u n l t  o f  c a n t  Is t he  number o f  charges. 

t h e  ln format lon or Ind ldment .  

Indlctments, or mmplalnts. 

the Informatlon. Ind ldment ,  or wmpla lnt .  

Indlctments, or mmpla lnts .  

Informatlons, Indlctments, or mnp la ln ts .  

In fornat lon,  Ind ldment .  or m m p l a l n t  a t  arralgnment. 

IData are nut complete: 

mlsdemeanors; they Inc lude fe lony cases onty. 

locatlons. 

Munlc lpa l  Court. 

m n t h s  of data were ava l l ab le  fcf SIX others. 

ava l l ab le  for f o r t y - e l g h t  cou r t  locat lons;  SIX m n t h s  of  data were 
ava l l ab le  f o r  SIX others. 

Included. 

were f l l e d  a f t e r  Ju ly  I .  1970 when a mn computerlred ln format lon s y s t m  
was star ted.  

mlsdemeanors I n  non-suburban Cook County. 

Arkansds--Munlclpdl Court--No data were ava l l ab le  tw seven countles; S I X  

C l t y  Court, Po t l ce  Court, and Jus t l ce  o f  t he  Peace Court--No data were 

Delaware--Alderman's Court-No data from the  Laure l  Alderman's Court are 

Georgla--Superlor Cour t -qendlng and dlsposed data Inc lude only  cases t h a t  

I I I lno ls- -PendIng data exclude mlsdemeanor conservatlon v l o l a t l o n s  and 

Iowa-4endlng data do not  Inc lude mlsdemeanor cases. 
Loulslana--Data were unaval lab le f a  two locatlons, and o n l y  slxty-SIX t o  

seventy- f lve percent  complete f o r  f l v e  other  locatlons. 
Malne-Dls t r lc t  Court--Data were unaval lab le for the  f l r s t  h a l f  of me 

r e p o r t l n g  perlod. 
M u r y l a n d - - O l s t r l d  Court--Dlsposlt lons Inc lude a d u l t  offenses agalnst  

Juvenl les I n  Montgomery County only. 
M lch lgan - -C l r cu l t  ka r t - -Da ta  were unaval lab le for seven countles. 
Mlssourl--Magistrate Court--These data do not Inc lude mlsdemeanor cases. 
Nevada--Data were ava l l ab le  f o r  the m u r t  located In  the Second D l s t r l c t  

(Washoe County), only. 
percent  o f  the t o t a l  s t a t e  populat lon. 

felony/nlsdemeanor Indictments outs lde New Ywk c l t y .  

Thls county conta lns approxlmately twenty- f lve 

New York--Supreme Court and County Cour t -Pend lng  data do n o t  Include 

Cr lmlnal  Court o f  t h e  C l t y  o f  New York--One hundred and n lne cases could 
no t  be l d e n t l f l e d  by case type. 

Oregon--Justlce Court--No data were repor ted fo r  fourteen of t he  fo r t y - fou r  

South Dakota--No data were Included f o r  cases handled by lawyer magls t ra tes 

Texas--Data repor ted f o r  a l l  cour ts  are based on Incomplete responses from 

w u r t  locatlons. 

or lay magls t ra te/c lerks I n  t h l s  court.  

t he  var lous w u r t  locatlons. 
were: D l s t r l c t  Court, Cr lmlnal  D l s t r l d  Court, Domestlc Re la t l ons  
Court, and Juvenl le  Court--nlnety-elght percent; Cons t l t u t l ona l  County 
Court and County Court a t  Law-nlnety-seven percent; Munlc lpa l  
Court--nlnety percent; and Jus t l ce  o f  t he  Peace Court--seventy-seven 
percent. 

t he  peace. 

Lewls and Webster countles. 

The response ra tes  f o r  t he  var lous cour ts  

Utah--Justice Court--Data were repor ted by only  161 ou t  of 181 Jus t l ces  of 

West V l rg ln la-+nly  n lne cut of twelve m n t h l y  repo r t s  were recelved from 

iExplanat lon o f  data Included In the category: 
Arkansas--Cl rcu l t  Court--Mlsdemancr cases are genera l ly  appeals t r l a l  de 

Colorado--Dls t r lc t  Court--Data repor ted Inc lude cases f l l e d  as f e lon les  b u t  
novo from loner courts. 

reduced t o  mlsdemeanors. 

mlsdemeanors, and not those f l l e d  as f e lon les  bu t  reduced t o  
mlsdemanors. 

are t r l e d  de novo. 

v lo la t l on ,  and felony p re l lm lna ry  hear lng cases I n  the  C l r c u l t  Court o f  
Cook County. 

mlsdemeanors comnltted agalnst  Juvenl les by adults. 

County Court--Data repor ted Inc lude only those cases f l l e d  as 

Dslaware--Superlor Court--The data repor ted here a l so  Inc lude appeals t h a t  

I l l l no l s - -M lsdemanor  cases lnc lude ordlnance v lo la t l on ,  conservatlon 

Indlana--Juvenile Court o f  Marlon County--The cases repor ted a re  

Iowa--Crlmlnal appeals handled by the  cour t  are Included I n  the  data. 
Kansas--Data Inc lude appeal cases. 
Massachuse t t s - -0 l s t r l d  Court--Data glven f o r  mlsdemanor cases also I nc lude  

M lssour l - -C l r cu l t  Court and Court of C o m n  Pleas--Data repor ted here 
some fe lony cases. 

Include c r lm lna l  appeals In  add l t l on  t o  the  fe lony and mlsdemeanor 
cases. 

Pennsylvania--Court of C o m n  Pleas-Data are Included f o r  c r lm lna l  appeals 
cases t h a t  are t r l e d  de novo, I n  add l t l on  t o  felony and mlsdemeanor 
cases. 

felony and mlsdemeanor cases. 

handled by the Admln l s t ra t l ve  AdJudlc la t lon D l v l s l o n  o f  t he  Department 
of Transportat lon. 

dlsposed data also Include c r lm lna l  appeal cases t h a t  could no t  be 
separated from the other  data. 

mlsdemeanors and p re l lm lna ry  hesr lng I n  fe lony cases. 

Puer to Rlco--Superlor Court--The data glven here Inc lude c r lm lna l  appeals o f  

Rhode I s land - -D ls t r l c t  Court--Data glven Inc lude t r a f f l c  cases t h a t  were n o t  

Texas--County Court a t  Law and Cons t l t u t l ona l  County Court--Pendlng and 

Utah--Cl ty  Court--0ata glven f o r  mlsdemeanor cases Include s t a t e  
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TABLE 36: Ordinance violation caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting ordinance violation caseload. 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 
100,000 adult population 

State, c o u r t  t i t l e .  and u n i t  o f  count 

Informations. indictments. complaints 

. .  

I I i i noi s--Circu i t court".  ................. 
lowa--oi s t r i c t  CourtG., ................... 
Louisiana--City Court. Par ish Court, 

and Municipal Court 'l... ................ 
Nebraska--County Court'. .................. 
Oregon--Municipal Court i ,"  ............... 
Utah--City Court7. ........................ 
Number of  defendants 

Adu i t  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  (d is-  
populat ion of f i l e d  pending posed) per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent populat lon 
i n  Beginning End End 100.000 

7,935 62.709 57.889 92 (4.820) 790 
2,064 32,258 67,373 55.366 44,265 82 66 12,007 37 3,264 

2,672 9O,19Oi 71,284l 791 118,9061) 3,3751 
1.112 1,312 8,304 8,373 1.243 101 15 -69 -5 747 
1,760 5,82ii 21,2061 20,375i 6.652i 96I 31 83i i  14l 1,2051 

830 20,078 2,419 
______ 

Caiifwnia--STATE TOTAL ................... 
Municipal c o u r t 9  ........................ 
J u s t i c e  Court9.. ........................ 

D i s t r i c t  of Columbia--Superior Court9..... 
Florida--County Courtg. .................. 
Michigan--STATE TOTAL .................... 

D i s t r i c t  Court9 ......................... 
Common Pleas Court o f  Detro i tJ ,9  ........ 
Municipal Court9 ........................ 

New Yorh--STATE TOTAL ..................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  Court9 .......... 
Cr iminal  Cour t  of t h e  C i t y  o f  New YorkE. 

Pennsy I van la--0i s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  Court9.. ... 
Washington--Municipal Court 9... ........... 

16,064 __ _ _  
495 

6,425 
6,386 -- 

-- 
-_ 

-___. 

12,856 -- 
-- 

8.567 
2,709 

53,491 
48,572 

4,919 
383 3,252 

71,641 
25,989I 188,291I 
14,977i 82,249I 
6,916 89,036 
4,096 17,006 

471,457P 

471,457 
227.824 

47.160 

Number of  charges 

Hanai i --D i s t r i  c t  Courtlo.. ................ 
Puerto Rico--Di s t r i c t  Courtlo.. ........... 
No c o n s i s t e n t  d e f i n i t i o n  

Y i n nesot a- -cou n t y  cou r t i 2 .  ................ 
__ 

43,632 
39,395 
4,237 
3,321 314 

57,362 
181,174l 33,10bi 
83,619I 13,607l 
80,459 15,493 
17,096 4.006 

188.528 

82 
81 
86 

80 
102 10 

9b1 I81 
1021 171 
90 17 

(9,859) 
(9,177) 
[ 682) 

(14,279) 
-69 -18 

7,117l 27; 
-1,370I 9: 
8,577 1 2 d  

333 
302 

31 
657 

1,115 
2,948l 

1,394 
1,2881 

101 24 -90 -2 266 -~ 
3,667P 

83 
3,667 

(39,296) 2,659 
1.741 

626 900 20,856 18,888 2,868 91 14 1,968 219 3,332 
97 270 31 8 49 118 18 -48 -49 

2,834 1,396 1,335 2,349 1,268 176 95 -128 -9 47 

Note: A i 1  a v a i l a b l e  data are entered i n  t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr ia te c a l c u l a t i o n s  are included. 3lank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  data a r e  not  
a v a i l a b l e  o r  the c a l c u l a t i o n s  w r e  n o t  approprlate. 

IData are n o t  complete: 
Louisiana--Data were unavai lab le f o r  two cour t  locat ions.  and only  s i x t y - s i x  t o  seventy-f ive percent  complete f o r  f i v e  other  locations. 
Mich igan--Dlc t r lc t  Court--Data were unavai lab le f o r  n i n e  cour ts .  
Oregon--0ata were repor ted f a  mly 108 locat ions o f  t h e  Municipal Court. 

Michigan--Common Pleas Court o f  Detroit--The large increase i n  t h e  number of these cases pending a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  year i n  t h i s  c o u r t  may be 
jExplanat ion of data included i n  t h e  category: 

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a change i n  wdinance v i o l a t i o n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  f r m  t h e  Recorder's Court of D e t r o i t  t o  t h e  Common Pleas Court o f  D e t r o i t .  
PData were not  a v a i l a b l e  fw a l l  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  s tate.  

6The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of  in format ions a indictments. 
'The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  Informations, Indictments, a complaints. 
8The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of  defendants on t h e  in format ion w indictment. 
9The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number of  defendants on t h e  information, Indlctment. a complaint. 

'OThe c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number o f  charges. 
"The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  case number assigned t o  t h e  information, Indlctment. w complaint a t  arraignment. 
"The c r l m i n a i  case u n i t  of count i s  not consis tent  statewide. 



TABLE 37: Preliminary hearing caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of Count groupings. Courts reporting preliminary hearing caseload. 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 
100,000 adult population 

Adu I t As percent Change In  F i l e d  (d l s -  
populat ion of  f I  led pending posed) per 

thousands pendlnq F I  led Dlsposed pendlnq Dlnposed pendlna Number Percent populat ion 
State, cou r t  t i t l e ,  and u n l t  of count  in Beginning End End 100,000 a d u l t  

Informations, Indictments, canp la in t s  

Alaska--STATE TOTAL....................... 263 51 Op 1,588 1,410 654P 89 ( 1781 604 
o l s t r l c t  h u r t 7  ......................... -- 510 1,451 1,307 654 90 45 144 28 5 52 ...................... 137 103 75 (34) 52 Hagls i ra tes Court7 -- 
Superior Cour t  and C i r c u l t  Court7 ....... -- 39 807 7 9  54 98 7 15 28 21 

i o w e 4 i s i r i c t  Court6 ..................... 2,064 3.846 20,271 19,812 3,743 98 18 -103 -3 982 

n q i s i r a t e  C o u r 4  ....................... -- 22,977 19.223 84 13.754) 661 

Indlana-STATE TOTAL...................... 3,763 294p 5,267p 4,931P 630p 94P 12P 336P i i 4 p  140p 

Couniy ~our t7. .  ......................... -- 255 4,460 4.139 576 93 13 321 126 119 

Hlssouri--STATE TOTAL..................... 3,478 26,543 22,055 83 (4.488) 763 

St. LOUIS Court  of Cr lminal  
~ o r r e c t i o n 7  ............................ -- 3,566 2,832 79 (734) I03 

N e b r a s b - b u n t y  Court7................... 1.112 4,823 4.249 4,091 4,981 96 117 158 3 382 

N o r m  Dakota--STATE TOTAL................. 455 1,480 1,194 81 (286) 32 5 
New Mfsiico--Maglsirate Court7 ............. 809 9,288 1,148 

J u r i  sd i c t  ion7.. ....................... -- 1,169 940 80 (229) 257 

O r e g o n - 4 i s t r l c t  Courtll...... ............ 1,760 897 9,220 9,108 1.009 99 1 1  112 12 52 4 
Rhode i s l a n d 4 i s t r l c t  Court7 ............. 678 5,912 7,192 122 (-1.280) 872 

Utah--Justice C o ~ r t I , ~  .................... 830 2881 3 51 
West V l rs in ia- -Magis t ra te Court1) ......... 1.321 l i , i 231  9,042l 811 (2,0811) 842 

County Cour t  wlth Increased 

County J u s t l c e  Cour t7 ................... -- 311 254 82 (57) 68 

bum CaroIina--MagIstrate Coud......... 1,988 14,199 14,091 99 ( 108) 714 

Numbs o f  defendants 

7371 341 
(13,677) 
(1,176) 

(12,501) 
0 0  

116 78 
373 23 

(3,304) 

1,629 
16,064 -- -- 
1,098 

495 

2,441 
12,856 

m 

-- 

951 181 
87 
86 
87 

100 0 
98 4 
93 33 
85 

2,1541 15,883l 15,146I 2,891I 
105,315 91,628 

8,335 7.159 
96.980 84,479 

0 16,005 16,005 0 
148 6.576 6,460 264 

1,655 5.357 4,984 2,028 
21,959 18,655 
83,700'p 
83,7001 

klwna--Justices o f  the Peace1,') ......... 
Cal i forn le-STATE TOTAL................... 

J u s t l c e  Court9 .......................... 
h n i c i p a l  cou r t9  ........................ 

~o l o r a d o d u n t y  cou r t9  ................... 
O l s t r  i c t  o f  Co lumbia--Super l o r  Courtg. .... 
Idaho--Maglstrates Olvl~ion~.............. 
Ken tucky - -0 l s i r l c t  Court9 ................. 

Crlminal  Cour t  of the C i t y  of New Yorkg. 
N O W  York--STATE TOTAL..................... 

District Cour t  and C i t y  Court9 .......... 
Ohlo--STATE TOTAL. ........................ 1,579 3,643 41,626 40,693 4.540 98 I I  897 25 549 

County CourtB. .......................... -- 608 3,375 3,642 318 108 9 -290 -48 44 
m n l c l p a l  Court8 ........................ -- 3,035 38,251 37,051 4,222 97 I I  1,187 39 50 5 

Pennsylvania--STATE TOTAL ................. 8.567 1,076p 101,292p 94,880p 1,047p 94p IP -29p -3p I, 182P 
Ph l l ade lph la  Hunic lpa l  CourtB ........... -- 1,076 10,954 10,983 1,047 100 IO -29 -3 128 
O i s t r l c t  Jus t l ce  Court9 ................. -- 90,328 83.897 93 (6,441) 1,054 

Wash inaton--Dlstr I c t  Courtg.. ............. 2,709 7,524 278 

-- 

Number of d a r g e s  

Delaware-Just ice o f  the Peace Court''.... 414 1,247 30 I 
H a w a l i 4 i s t r l c t  Courtio.. ................ 626 783 (125) 
Puer to Rico--TOTAL........................ 10,286P 15,812p 16,274P 9,824P IO$' 62P -462P -46' 

super l o r  Cour t l o  ........................ IB 73 1 646 143 88 20 85 147 
o l s t r i c t  C o u r t l o  ........................ 1 0,228 I5,Oel 15,628 9,681 104 64 -547 -5  

Nu cons is ten t  d e f l n i t l o n  

New Hmpshire-STATE TOTAL................ 615 3.139 (510) ........................ 3,OX (496) D i s t r i c t  Court12 -- ..................... 87 (14) Hun I c I  pa I CourtlZ.. 

Nota: A l l  ava i l ab le  data are included In the t a b l e  and a i l  appropr ia te ca l cu la t l ons  a re  Included. Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data a re  n o t  

-- 

ava l l ab le  or me ca lcu la t l ons  uere not  approprlate. 

-- Nut appl icable. 

9751 
656 

52 
604 

1,458 
1,328 

902 
900 
651'p 
651' 

b a t a  are not m p l e t e :  
ArIzona--lncomplete data w e  repor ted fo r  s i x  c o u r t  locations. 
New York--Crlmlnal Cour t  of m e  C i t y  of New York--One hundred nine 

Utah--Data were subn l t t ed  by 161 o f  the 181 Jus t l ces  o f  the peace. 
West Vlrginla-Nlne o u t  of twelve repor t s  r e r e  received from Lewls 

casas could no t  be i d e n t i f i e d  by case lype. 

and Webster w u n t i a s .  
POata were not ava i l ab le  fo r  a l l  w u r t s  In  the state.  

%he c r im ina l  case u n l t  o f  count I s  the  number of  l n fonna t lom o r  

7The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  c a n t  I s  the  number of  infonnatlons, 

%he c r lm lna i  case u n l t  o f  count  i s  the number of defendants on t h e  

*he c r lm lna l  case u n l t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on the  

I ndictnmnts. 

Indictments, o r  canpla ln ts .  

i n  formation o r  Indictment. 

lnformatlon, Indlctment, o r  complaint. 
'@The c r lm lna i  case u n l t  o f  count I s  t h e  number o f  charges. 
I lThe  c r lm lna l  case u n i t  of count i s  the case number assigned to t h e  

Informatlon, Indlctment, o r  c a n p l a i n t  a t  arraignment. 
I2The c r lm lna l  case u n l t  o f  count i s  n o t  c o r n i s t e n t  statewide. 
I%he c r lm lna l  case u n i t  of m u n t  I s  t h e  number o f  warrants issmd.  



TABLE 38: Criminal appeals caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit Of Count groupings. Courts reporting criminal appeals caseload. 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 
100,000 adult population 

Adu it As percent Change In  F 1 id (d is -  
papulat ion of f i l e d  pendl ng posed per 

thousands pendinq F i l e d  Disposed pendinq Disposed pendinq Number Percent populat ion 
State, cou r t  t i t l e ,  and u n i t  o f  c o u r t  i n  Beginning End End 100,000 a d u l t  

informations, indictments, camp la i n t s  

Alaska--Superior Court6.......... ......... 263 151 57 
Kansas-Dis t r ic t  Court7 ................... 1.695 715 42 
Mary land-< i r c u i  t Court6.. ................ 2.963 4.595 4.076 89 (519) 155 
Massachusetts--0istr i c t  Court'. ........... 4,206 18,995 452 
New Jersey--County Court6 ................. 5,265 580 2,554 2.486 640 97 25 68 12 49 
North Dakota--Dis t r ic t  C o u r f i  ............. 455 56 76 I36 (-20) 12 
Oklahoma--Distr ict Court6 ................. 2,028 1,067 589 467 1,189 79 202 122 Ii 29 
Rhode Island--Superior Cour f i .  ............ 678 291 43 
Utah--D i s t r  i c t  Court7.. ................... 830 632 614 97 1181 76 

Arizona--Superior Cour t  .................... 1,629 545 2,290 2,384 451 104 20 -94 -17 141 
Cal i forn la- -Super ior  Court8 ............... 16,064 2,708 2,366 87 (342) 17 

super ior  Court8.. ..................... I ,908 399 21  
Connecticut--Superior Cow$. ............. 2,269 50 60 47 63 78 105 13 26 3 
F lo r i da - -C i r cu i  t Court9 ................... 6,425 640 479 75 ( 161) IO 
I daho--Dish i c t  CourtB. ................... 594 56 67 65 58 97 87 2 4  11 
Kentucky--C i r c u  i t Court8.. ................ 2.44 1 396 309 78 187) 16 
Mich igan--Ci rcu i t  Courtg .................. 6,386 271i 360i 277l 354l 771 98 i 831 311 6l 
Nebraska--Distr ict Court6 ................. l.ll2 1,2663 2,253j 1.5201 1,99ai 67.1' 733i d 2033 
Pennsylvania--Court o f  h m n  Pleas8.. .... 8,567 2,126 11,587 10,706 2,807 94 25 681 32 133 

Cons t i t u t i ona l  County ~ o u r t i . 9 .  ....... 8,994 6 5 . 7 ~ 3 ~  73 Ii 
Wash ington--Superior Court8 ............... 2,709 3.110 115 

Number of defendants 

Colorado--Dis t r ic t  Cour t  and Denver 

Texas--County Court a t  Law and 

Number of charges 

Delaware--Superior Cour t8................. 414 269 65 
Puerto Rico--Superior Cou; t lo ,J  ........... 
No consis tent  d e f i n i t i o n  

New Hampshire-Superior Courti2 ........... 615 2,517 3.241 2.417 3.341 75  I03 824 33 527 
North Carol ina--Superior Court12 .......... 3.933 7,754 22,702 21,684 8,772 96 39 1,018 13 577 

Note: A l i  ava i l ab le  data a re  entered In the t ab le  and a l l  appropr ia te ca l cu la t i ons  a r e  Included. B lank spaces i n d i c a t e  that either the data a re  no t  
ava i l ab le  o r  the ca lcu la t i ons  were not  appropriate. 

-- = Not appl icable.  

bats are  not  complete: 
Michigan--Data were unavai lab le  from seven counties. 
T%as--The f i g u r e  repor ted he re  i s  based on less than conpiete r e p o r t i q  of data by t h i s  court.  

m n t h l y  repo r t s  poss ib le  were received. 
Apwoximateiy nlnely-seven percent  of the t o t a l  

jExpianat ion of  data included i n  me category: 
Nebraska--The data repor ted Inc lude both c i v i l  and c r im lna l  appeals; however. the majo r i t y  a re  c r im lna l .  
Puer to Rico--Appeals data f o r  m e  Puerto Rico Superior Cour t  a re  included by case catsgory i n  the c o u r t  prof i i e .  b u t  c w i d  n o t  be separated o u t  to r  

i nc lus ion  i n  t h i s  chart.  

'The c r im ina l  case u n l t  of count i s  the number o f  in format ions o r  Indictments. 
7The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number o f  informations, Indictments, o r  c m p l a i n t s .  
8The c r im ina l  case u n l t  o f  count i s  the number of  defendants on the in format ion o r  i nd i c t ran t .  
'The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of  defendants on the information, Indictment, o r  conpla in t .  

'Orhe c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number o f  charges. 
"The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  not  co f f i i s ten t  statewide. 
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TABLE 40: Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1978. 
State and court. Criminal case types. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, 
number of trials, trials as a percent of dispositions, number of jury trials, jury trials as a 
percent of dispositions and of trials 

Case Type 

+ - - 
l. 

r c  

Jury 
5? 

m T r i a l s  tr I ais J l r y  
b 

O b  
z as a as a t r i a l s  

percent as a '  T i t i e  and U n i t  i g g  ; Jury/ Number o f  percent 
State, Court  

o t  Count m -  t r i a l  d i s p s i -  Number of Number of percent 
$ ! ' ' d e f i n i -  t i o r 6  per of d l s p -  of jury d l s p -  o f  

2 x 5 2 t i o n  case type t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  

I ntormations, 
ind  iciments. 
o r  canplai  n t s  

Alaska: 
Super ior  Cour t  ..................... t . . . . . .  A 905 166 18 1% 17 94 ...................... . . . . .  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  t A 19.78fd 1.25fd d 749j J 6 d  

Indiana: ......... . . . . .  Superior and C i r c u i t  Court  t t A 30,020 4,858 16 745 2 15 
. . . . .  A Cr imina l  Court  o f  Marion County.... t + 1.836 212 12 132 7 62 

County Court  t A 32,348 3,662 I 1  112 < 1  3 
Municipal  Court  of Marion County... . t . . . . .  33,159 5.1% I6 3 129 < I  
Juven i le  Cour t  of Marion County.... . t . . . . .  A 8 5 63 0 D O  

........................ . . . . .  
A 

loua: ..................... . . .  . .  C 59 I 4 37 D i s t r i c t  Cour t  t t 14,573 1,612 I 1  
275 < 1  - t - - - - -  C 68,934 6,786 10 4 

( 1  31 < 1  - - - + - - -  C 55,366 4.105 7 
Kansas: 

D i s t r i c t  Cour t  ..................... t . . . . . .  C 10,232 707 7 470 5 66 
- + - - + - -  C 14,819 1,409 10 580 4 41 

Maine: 
Super ior  Cour t  ...................... + . . . .  t F 7,35d 741j 10j 507J 7j 6 d  
D i s t r i c t  Court  ..................... t t . . . . . . .  14,078l 1,38bi loi -- -- -- 

C i r c u i t  Cour t  ...................... t t . .  + . t A 32,879 8,789.j 27j 1,526i J i7J 
Mary land: 

Missour i :  
C i r c u i t  Cour t  and ............ . . .  . .  982 7 36 Cour t  of Common Pleas t t 13,931 2,762 20 

21 < I  4,399 1,062 24 - + - - + - -  2 
New Jersey: 

Superior Cour t  and County Courlb... t . . . . . .  B 22,926 2.822 12 2,360 10 84 .................... 496 15 -- -- -_ County D i s t r i c t  Cour t  t G 3,305 

D i s t r i c t  Court  ...................... t . .  t . .  A 987 370 YI 355 36 96 
North Dakota: 

Ok iahoma: 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  ..................... t . . . . . .  A 20,497 2,266 I 1  

- + - - - - -  A 35,091 3,105 9 
- - - - + - -  A 467 83 18 

Oregon: 
C i r c u i t  Cour t  ...................... + . . . . . .  C 14,973 1,878 12 1,120 8 60 
Municipal  Cour t  ........................... C 20,375l 3,946l 19' 

Soum Car0 I ina: 

South Dakota: 
.................... . . . .  M q i s t r a t e  Cour t  + t A 489.953 256.6iOi s j  2.79.d <ij ij 

...................... . . . . . .  C 107' 5' 62' 
- + - - - - -  C 9.159l 447l 5i 14Ii Z i  32l 

2.1381 173l 8' C i r c u i t  Cour t  t 

Utah: 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  ..................... t t . . . . .  C 2,691 566 21 367 14 65 
C l t y  Cour t  .......................... + t t . . .  C 23.672 3.821 16 220 < 1  6 

...................... . . . . .  A Superior Cour t  + 40 10 25 9 23 90 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  ...................... + . . . . .  8 19.957 212 i 65 137 < I  

C i r c u i t  Cour t  and County Court..... + . . . . . .  F 14,106 1,462 10 315 2 22 
- + - - - - -  F 17,490 1,671 10 177 1 1 1  

2 

Vermont: 

Wisconsin: 

23 < 1  t F  6,709 988 15 _ - - - _ -  
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Case Type 

t - - Jury F 

0 T r l a l s  t r l a l s  J v y  
I 

L : C  

k 
a5 a as a t r i a l s  
percent  percent  & a 

L Z 2  
T l t l e  and U n l t  e b :  
State, Cour t  

o f  Count 0 -  0 t r l a l  d i s p 5 1 -  Number of Number of percent a = -  

6 i b d e f l n l -  t l o m  per of d l s p -  of j w y  d l s p -  ot 
t l o n  case *pe t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  trials s i t l o n s  trIa1s - 

Z E p '  

Wyomlng: ................ . . . . . .  H 19 D l s t r l c t  Cow+.... t 1,355 312 23 60 4 

Number of Defendants 

Alabama: 

Arizona: 
..................... . . .  . .  C l r c u l t  Courts + t A 23.273 6.370 27 1,556 7 24 

Superior Courts... ................. + . . . . . .  B 10.009 908 9 800 8 80 
- + - - - - -  B 600 22 4 59 I3 2 
- - - - + - -  B 2,304 642 27 19 <1  3 
- - - - - - +  1% 6 4 3 2 50 

Munlclpal Cour ts  .................... + . . . . .  B 47,900l 7,744l 16l 2511 < I 1  3l 

Superlor Cour t  t C 49.003 7,493 15 4,914 10 66 ' Ca l l f o rn la :  ..................... . . . . . .  ....................... . . . . .  B 7 I J u s t l c e  Cour t  t 44,591 2,921 474 16 

- - - + - - -  B 4,237 19 1 5 0 0 0  
Munlc lpa l  Cour t  ..................... t . . . . .  F 491, I87 14,758 1 4,793 < I  32 

- - - + - - -  F 39,395 639 2 0 0  0 
- - + - - - -  F 43.0975 4.4iai i d  i d  < i J  3 j  

- - + - - - -  B 4.30d 68d Id 3d <Ij  6J 

Colorado: 

Connect 1 cut: 

Delaware: 

D l s t r l c t  of Colurnbla: 

........................ . . . . .  County Cour t  t C 25.273 1.796 7 242 1 13 

Superlor Cour t  ..................... t . . . . . .  C 3,750 1 49 4 103 3 69 

Superlor Cour t  ..................... t t . .  + . .  C 3,470 406 12 332 IO 82 

A 658 17 93  Supertor cou r t9  .................... + . . . . . .  3.054 710 18 
- + - - - - -  A 13,372 694 5 4 51 3 65 

0 0  - - - + - - -  A 3,321 93 3 0 

F lo r lda :  
C i r c u i t  h u r t s  ..................... t . . . . . .  C 82,069 4,292 5 2,764 3 64 
County Courts ....................... t . t . . .  C 207,790 10,286 5 19 1,957 < I  

Hawa I I: 
C l r c u l t  Courts ..................... + t . . . . .  c 1,682 313 19 246 15 79 

- - - - - - +  c 50 3 6  0 0  0 
Idaho: 

D i s t r i c t  Cour t  .................... t . . . . . .  C 2,760 2,052 74 
- + - - - - -  C 19 5 1% 71 
- - - - + - -  c 6 5  19 29 

o f  D l s t r l c t  Court... .............. + . . . . .  C 20,271 13,862 68 
- - + - - - -  C 4.984 1,820 37 

Mag I s t r a t e ' s  D I  vl  s Ion 

I I I I no1 s: 

Mlch Igan: 
C i r c u i t  Cour t  ...................... t . . . . . .  A 55,512l 3,3401 6l 1,237' 2l 37' 

C l r c u l t  Cour t  ...................... t . . . . . .  C 18,817l 1,518l 1,25Si 7I 83l 

D l s t r l c t  Cour t  ........................ t . . .  C 83,619l 7,225l 9l 364l < I 1  5l 
- - - - + - -  C 277l 71 3' l i  < I 1  14' 

- - - - - - +  c 165,664l 6,167' 4' 1.092' < I i  18' 
Ganmun Pleas Cour t  o f  Detrolt...... . . .  + . . .  C 80.459 1,386 2 255 < I  18 
h n l c l p a l  Court.... ................... t . . .  C 17,096 1,777 10 168 I 9 

- - - - - - +  c 3,780 131 4 23 <1 18 

(cont i rued on n m t  page) 



TABLE 40: Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1978. (continued) 

Case Type 

t - - Jury e 
m 
L 

r c  
k T r i a l s  t r i a l s  J v y  
t as a as a t r i a l s  State, Cour t  

T i t l e  and U n i t  I Jury/ Number of percent  percent  85 a 
o t  Count n -  t r i a l  d ispos i -  Number of Number of percent 1 2 L d e f l n l -  t l o n s  per of d l s p -  of j l r y  d l s p -  of 

2 2 g 4 $ t i o n  case type t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  
0 - 3  

Number of defendants (cont inued)  

New York: 
. . . . .  Supreme Cour t  and County Court.... + t A 33,307 3,463 10 

D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and C i t y  Court...... A 123,578 1,675 1 

Court  of Canmon Pleas t C 30,603 3.944 13 1,938 6 49 
County Cour t  ........................ + . . . . .  C 22.003 2,029 9 89 < I  4 
Municipal Cour t  t C 233,600 12,951 6 823 < 1  6 

Court  of Common Pleas .............. t t . .  t . .  A 54,343 7,905 15 3,055 6 J9 

D l s t r i c t  Jus t i ce  Cour t  t t t A 365,612 44,369 12 

oh io: .............. . . . . . .  

..................... . . . . .  
Pennsy Ivania: 

A -- Ph i l ade lph ia  Munic ipa l  Cour t  ........ + . . . . .  29,005i 3,793’ lSi -- -- .............. . . .  -- -- -- 
Texas: 

D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and 
Cr iminal  D i s t r i c t  Court.......... + . . . . . .  C 76,587i 4,109 5lj 2,964 4lJ l2J 

C 6, lMi Id < I i J  ~d <IiJ e9J 
Municipal Cour t  ..................... t . . . . .  A 343,267l 63,140’ 19l 893 C l i  I 
Jus t i ce  of the Peace Cour t  .......... + . . . . .  A 270,146l 43,230 i7I 588 < I 1  I 

County Court, and Probate Court.. - t - - + - - A 207,842i 3.2% 21 1,122 < I 1  34 

- + - - - - -  

County Cour t  a t  Law, Cons t i t u t i ona l  

Washington: 
Superior Cour t  ..................... t . . .  t . .  C 13.817 2,615 19 1,925 14 74 

Just ices of m e  Peace t t C 14,300 5-41 2 
Municipal and Po l i ce  Cour t  ............ t . . .  C 11.255 96 < I  

D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and ............. . . . .  

Number of ch arges/coun t s  

Delaware: 

Georg I a: 
Cour t  of Canmn Pleas ............... + . . . . .  C 6,394 6,394 100 81 1 1 

SuperiorCourt....... + A 38.529 3.002 8 2.514 7 86 
- + - - - - -  A 17,399 514 3 254 1 49 ........ . . . . .  A 948 1 33 Sta te  Cour t  and County Cour t  t 70.987 2,858 4 

Probate Cour t  t 5,321 7 < 1  

Superior Cour t  t A 12,246 2,486 20 330 3 14 
- + - - - - -  A 10,191 2,181 21 34 < I  2 

C i r c u i t  Cour t  t C 27,933 a.697 31 2,001 1 23 
- + - - - - -  C 22,207 6.782 31 718 3 1 1  
- - - - - + -  E 399 80 20 

.............. . . . . . .  

....................... . . . . .  I -- -- 
Puer to Rlco: ..................... . . . . . .  
Virg  I n la; ...................... . . . . . .  

-- -- -- 

No cons is ten t  d e f i n i t i o n  

Minnesota: 
D l s t r i c t  Cour t  ..................... t + . .  t . .  A 10,487 163 7 473 5 62 
County Cour t  ........................ t . . . . .  A 30.204 2,397 8 218 < I  9 

Superior Court....... .............. t t . .  + . .  H 6.518 620 9 415 6 61 

Superior Cour t  t C 29, I13 2,034 7 

O i s t r i c t C o u r t  ........................... t E 350,589 36,738 10 _- -- -.s 

New Hmpsh i r e :  

Norm Caro l ina:  ..................... . . . . . .  
- - - - + - -  C 2 1.684 1,451 7 

Note: A i l  ava i l ab le  data are entered i n  the t a b l e  and a i l  app-opr la te ca l cu la t i ons  a re  included. Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  m a t  m e  data 
were no t  ava i l ab le  or the ca lcu la t i ons  were inappropriate. 

-- = Not appl icable.  
+ = Data a re  g iven fo r  these case types. 



IData a re  n o t  canplete: 
Arizona--Municipal C o u r t - b  data were ava i l ab le  f r a n  f i v e  courts. 
i l l l n o l s - X i r c u l t  Cour t - -Tr ia ls  i n  h l c h  defendants were found g u i l t y  o f  a  reduced charge - r e  no t  included i n  t h e  data. 
Maine--DlstrictCourt--As a r e s u l t  of t he  Implementation of the new repor t i ng  system, data were ava i l ab le  fo r  t he  second h a l f  o f  

M i c h i g a n - 4 i r c u i t  Court-hb data were g iven f ran  the  f o l  lowing countles: 
the repo r t i ng  per iod only. 

Osceola, and Wayne. 

Muskegon County, S t .  Joseph's County, South Haven, and Southf ie ld .  

Cl in ton,  Hi1 Isdale, Jackson, L iv ingston,  Oakland, 

D l s t r l c t  C o u r t - - b  data were ava i l ab le  frm t h e  fo l l ow lng  locat ions:  Ann Arbor, Birminghan, Lapeer County, Kalamazoo, L i w n l a ,  

Oregon--Munlclpal Cour t - -Par t ia l  repo r t s  were received from 14 mun ic ipa l l t l es .  
Pennsylvanlb-Phi ladelphla  Municipal Court--Data inc lude on ly  %se cases l i s t e d  as c r im ina l  I n  the  misdemeanor category. 
South Dakota--Data fo r  a l l  cou r t s  do n o t  inc lude data fo r  t he  6.5 f u l l - t i m e  equiva lent  Lay Magistrates o r  12.6 Lawyer Magis t ra tes 

The misdemeanor cases a re  l im i ted  to high grade, Class I cases h i c h  represent  6% of the  t o t a l  o f  the C l r c u l t  Court. 
m I sdmeanor d I spos i t ions. 

repor ted 9%. the Jus t i ce  of t h e  Peace Cour t  77%. and the County Cour t  a t  Law, Cons t i t u t i ona l  County Court, and Probate C o l r t  
Twas--The D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and Cr iminal  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  repor ted 981 o f  m e i r  nwnthly county reports, r h i l e  the  h In i c lpa1  Cour t  

97%. 
JExplanation of  data included In  the category. 

A laska - -D is t r i c t  Court--Data inc lude misdemeanor t r a f f i c  cases. h i c h  canp-lse approximately 33% o f  the data. 
Cal l forn ia- -Pre l iminary hearing t r i a l  data exclude decisions only  re levan t  to cases being bound over. 
Malne-Superior Court--Data a lso inc lude t r a f f i c  cases. 
Mary land-Dmer cases inc lude postconvic t ion r m e d y  and sentence review cases. 
South Car0 I I n e - D a t a  cou Id no t  be separated frm t r a f  f IC cases. 
Texas--The D i s t r i c t  Courts' j u r y  t r i a l  data inc lude d i rec ted  verd ic ts .  

T r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n s :  
A = A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  to judgment, canplet ion,  ve rd i c t ,  o r  decision. 
B = A j u ry  t r i a l  is counted !&en the j u r y  se lec t i on  begins ( f i r s t  j u r o r  i s  drawn). 
C = A j u r y  t r i a l  1s counted h e n  the j u r y  I s  sworn (Impaneled). 
D = A non-jury t r i a l  I s  counted h e n  the f i r s t  witness i s  smrn.  
E = A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the p o i h t  h e n  an openirg statement o r  t h e  i n t roduc t i on  of any evidence occurs. 
F = A t r i a l  i s  counted h e n  It has o f f i c i a l l y  begun. 
G = A "on-jury t r l a l  Is counted a t  t he  p o i n t  h e n  an opening statement o r  the I n t roduc t i on  o f  any evidence occurs. G u i l t y  pleas are  

H = A t r i a l  i s  no t  counted i n  the  same way throughout the s tate.  
no t  counted a5 t r i a l s .  
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TABLE 41: Traffic caseload in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in 
pending 

General J u r l s d l c t l o n  c w r t s  L I m l  t e d  
As percent Change I n  

o f  f l l e d  pendlng 
State Beg Inn Ing End End Beg Inn I ng 

pend I ng F I  led Dlsposed pendlng Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent pendlng F I  led 

Alabama .................... NH NH NH NH -- -- -_ -- 32,609' 189,908P' 
Alaska NH NH NH NH 
Arlzona .................... NH NH NH NH -- -- -- -- 208.732I 714,049l ................... -- -- 379,451l Arkansas NH NH NH NH 

Colorado ................... NH NH NH NH -- -- -- -_ 43,762p 153.103p 

Connectlcut NH NH NH NH ................... -- -_ 418Pr 89.298 Oelaware NH NH NH NH 

-- 86,546 -_ ..................... -- -- 
_- _- 

C a l l f o r n l a  ................. NH NH NH NH -- -- -- -- 14,998,26ZS 

................ -- -- 18,437' sn.74ar  -- _- 
-- -- 

I 1  -- -- O l s t r l c t  of Columbla ....... 6,585' 53.35y 53,952' 5,992' 101 -593 -9 

F l o r i d a  .................... NH NH NH NH -- -_ -- 2.1 33,45+ 
Georg l a  .................... 3,145l 12,807 13.548l 3,517l 372l 12 l  36,574P 309.216P 
Guam 3,303 18.512 16,948 4,876 92 26 1.573 48 

Hawall ..................... 95' 81 r 1 0 6  7 6  I 2 3  94 -1 9 -20 54.034s 668,0405 
Idaho 5,63@ 213.558' 212,21@ 6,776 99 1,139 20 

Indlana .................... 6,25F 83,879' 82,676 7,468' 99 9 1,209 19 71,278W 266.245P' 

-- 

....................... _ _  -- 

...................... -- -- 3 ................... -- -- I l l l n o l s  6,397,090' 4,023.61 1' 63 (2,373.479) 

Iowa 21,406' 190,676 187,094' 24,283r 98 13 2,877 13 ....................... -_ -- 

Kansas ..................... 267,146 252,688' 95 (1 4,4 52 I NH NH ................... -- 241,121 Kentucky NH NH NH NH .................. -- 385.10 1 Loulslana NH NH NH NH 

-- _ _  -- 
-- -- -- 

Malne ...................... 4 0 6  2,216' 2,009' 607' 91 27 207 52 ................... _ _  _- 683,245 Maryland NH NH NH NH 

Massachusetts NH NH NH NH 
Mlchlgan 159.325Is 1 ,686,6921s 
Mlnnesota .................. NH NH NH NH -- -_ -- _- 1 14.9601P 51 I ,964IW 

Mlssour l  NH NH NH NH 
Montana NH NH NH NH 

-- -- 
.............. _ _  _- 549,8431PS -- -- ................... 

_- -- -- -- M l s s l s s l p p l  ................ NH NH NH NH ................... -- -_ -_ -_ .................... -- -- -- -- 
Nebraska ................... NH NH NH NH _- _ _  -- _ _  13.958F'- 203.299F" 
Nevada NH NH NH NH ..................... -- -- -- -_ 

-- -- _- -_ New Hampshlre .............. NH NH NH NH ................. -- 3.753,262= New Jersey NH NH NH NH ................. -- -- 86.680 New Mexlco NH NH NH NH 

................... -- 99.283P New York NH NH NH NH 
Nor th Caro l lna NH NH NH NH 
North Dakota ............... 518 
Ohlo ....................... NH NH NH NH -- -_ -_ -_ 54.831P' 1,389,299P' 

-- -_ __  
-- -- 
-- -- -- 

88.643 815,857 ............. _- -- -- -- 

OLlahoma ................... 47,607' 209,051 201,57q 55,080' 96 26 7.473 16 

Oregon ..................... NH NH NH NH -- _ _  _ _  _ _  11 I ,406l 786,693l 
2.282.762P Pennsylvanla NH NH NH NH 

Rhode Is land ............... NH NH NH NH ............. -- -- 410,883P South Caro l lna NH NH NH NH 

South Obkota ............... -- -- 
Texas ...................... NH NH NH NH -- -_ -_ -- 49,295Ip 6,226,685' ....................... -- 663.83OTS Utah NH NH NH NH 

............... -- -_ -_ _ _  
Puer to R l c o  ................ NH NH NH NH _- _ _  __ _ _  10,938 49,601 -- -- -- -- 

-- -- 

Tennessee .................. 3,359' 

-_ -- -- 
Vermont .................... NH NH NH NH -- -- -- -- 2,750 71,121 

................... -- 903,646 V l r g l n l a  NH NH NH NH ................. -- I,330,390 Washlngton NH NH NH NH .............. -- 1 1  I .486Ir West V l r g l n l a  NH NH NH NH 
Wlsconsln .................. 33.841Ir 82,579' 7 l , 5 8 F  44,873Ir 87 (10,9961 
Wyoming..................... NH NH NH NH 

-- -- -- 
_- -- -- 
-_ -- -_ 
-- _ _  -- _ _  

Note: A l l  a v a l l a b l e  data are entered In t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr la te c a l c u l a t l o n s  are Included. Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  data a r e  n o t  
a v a l l a b l e  a the c a l c u l a t l o n s  were not UPprCQrIate. 

State t o t a l s  represent  repor ted data only, whlch may a may not  Inc lude a l l  o f  t h e  actual  caseload Informatlon. 

NH = Thls case t y p e  I s  not  handled I n  t h l s  cour t .  
- -  Not applicable. 
I\:>ta a r e  not m p l e t e :  

Alaska--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--Disposed f l g u r e  does not Include "mlsdemeancr t r a f f  IC" a "other c r l m l n a l - t r a f f l c  on formal complaint." 
Arizona--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No data were repor ted f o r  the Just lces of  t h e  Peace C w r t  locatEd In  seven prec incts ,  o r  f o r  f Ive l o c a t l o r n  

of t h e  Munlc lpa l  Court. 
Arkansas- i lml ted J u r l s d l c t l o n  cwrts--No data were r e p w t e d  f o r  seven locat lons of t h e  Munlclpal C a r t ,  whl le  p a r t l a l  data were recelved f r a n  

twelve others. F o r t y - e l g h t  locat lons of t h e  C l t y  Court, P o l l c e  Court. and Just lce of t h e  Peace Courts d l d  n o t  r e p o r t ,  whl le  SIX other 
locat lons repor ted lncanplete data. 

Delanare-- i lmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No f l led data were a v a l l a b l e  from Alderman's Court. No d l s p o s l t l o n  data were a v a l l a b l e  from L a w e l  
Alderman's Court. t h e  J u s t l c e  of t h e  Peace Court, o r  the Famlly C w r t .  

Georgla--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--No pendlng or dlsposed data are repor ted f c r  cases f l l ed  before Ju ly  I ,  1970. 

Loulslana--Llmlted j u r l s d l d l o n  courts--Nu data were w a l l a b l e  f o r  tvo locat lons of t h e  C l t y  Court and Par lsh Court. Data fa t h e  e n t l r e  
L lml ted j u r l s d l c t l o n  cwrts- -0 lsposed f l g u r e s  do not Include data f r o n  Ware Ccunty Juvenl le  C a r t .  

year f o r  f l v e  other  locat lons of  these c w r t s  were estlmated. based on varylng amounts of  data. 
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j u r l s d l c t l m  cou r t s  A l l  t r l a l  cou r t s  
As percent Change I n  As percent  Change I n  

End 
Dlsposed pendlng 

176,003p' 46.508p' 

689,098l 233,683l 
78,664IP 

13,015,ll 4s 
148,679p 48,186P 

~ 

318.252' 22,933' 
29,464IP 1.225P' -- -- 

1,946,444' 
297,374IP 48,533P -- -- 

NH NH 
209,237 
324,087l' 

77,9441 r 

1 ,665,01OiS 181.007is 
518,606P' 141,305'p 

199,406p' 17,851F 

151,040' 
3,O68.80Os 

326,599P' 
801,787 102,713 
131.96W 

1,377, 636Pr 65,768p' 

759,057l 159,04Z1 

52,353 8,186 
1,532,999p 

2,573P 

-- -- 
4,766, 8801 46,6OO1P 

71.894 1,977 
382,643P' 

866,405 

115.711Ir 
1 196.0841s 

o f  f l l e d  pendlng o f  f l l e d  pend Ing 
End Beg1 nnl  ng End End 

Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent pendlng F I l e d  Dlsposed pendlng Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent 

93p 24P 13,905p 43p 32,603p' 189,908p' 176,003P' 46.508p' 93P 24P 13,905P 43P 

97' 33l 24,951l 12l 208,732l 714,049l 689,098l 233,683l 97l 33l 24,951l 12 l  

875 (1,983,148) 14,998,262s 13,015,114s 875 ( 1  ,983.14Es) 
97p 31P 4,424P 1OP 43.762P 153,109 148.67%' 48,186p 97P 31P 4.428 I&' 

86,546 78,664l 

379,451 

99 7 4,496 24 18.437' 322.748' 318,252' 22.93y 99 7 4.496 24 

-- -- -- -- 6.585' 53,359' 53.952' 5,992' IO1 1 1  -593 -9 
418P' 89,298IP 29,464IP 1,225P' 

91 ( 187.01 3)  2,133,457' 1,946,444' 91 (187,013) 

1,573 48 -- -- -- -- 3,303 18,512 16,948 4,876 92 26 

96 12 25,079 46 54,1Zs 668,12lS 643,06l5 79,1895 96 12 I 25,060 46 

-- -- -- -- 6,397,O9Os 4,023,61 I s  6JS (2,373,479) 
91 35 22,895 32 77,537P' 350,124Pr 326,020P' 101,641P' 93P 29P 24,108 31P -- -_ -- _- 21.406' 190,676 187.094' 24.283' 98 13 2.877 13 

11,695P 32P 39,719IP 322,029 310,922iP 52,O5O1P 12,0671P 301P 

-- -- -- -- 5.639' 213.358' 212,219' 6,778' 99 3 1,159 20 

267,146 252,686 95 ( 1 4,452 ) 

87 (31,884) 241,121 209,237 87 (31,884) 
841 (61,0141) 385,1011' 324,087l' 841 (61 ,014l) 

4 0 0 F  2,216P' 79,953l' 607P' 27P 207P 52P 
683,245 

549.843iP5 
99' 1 I 21,682' 14' 159,3251ps1 ,686,692'P' 1 ,665,O1O1Ps 181 ,007'Ps 99lP 1 1  ip 21.682Ip 14IP 

2 8 l P  26,345'p 23'p 114,960'p 51 1,964Ip' 518,806p' 141,3051f' 28Ip 26,345lP 23Ip 

98P 9P 3,899 28p 13,958P' 203.299p' 199,406P' 17,851p' 98p 9p 3,893P 28P 

82 (684,462 ) 

151,040' 
3.753.262s 3,068,80@ 

86,680 
82 (684.462 ) 

99,283p 326.599P 
98 13 14,070 16 88.643 815,857 801,787 102,713 98 13 14,070 16 

518V 131,960P 
99P 5P 10,937P 20? 54,831P' 1,389,299' 1,377.636P' 65.768P' 9W 5p 10,937P 2@ 

47,607Pr 209,052p' 201,579p' 55,080p' 96p 26P 7,479 16p 

96l  l e 1  27,636l 25l 111,4061 786,693' 759.057' 139,042' 96' 18I 27.636l 25l 
67p (749,763p) 2,282.762p 1,532,999p 67p (749,763p3 

106 17 -2,752 -25 10,938 49,601 52,353 8,186 106 17 -2,752 -25 

410,883P 2,573P 

-- -- -- -- 
3,359P' 

771 (1 ,459,805l) 49.295lP 6,226,685Is 4,766.8801s 46.6OO1p 77l (-2,695IP) -5 lP  
663,8301s 382,643ps 

101 3 -773 -28 2,750 71,121 71,894 1.977 101 3 -773 -28 

96 (37,241) 933,646 866,405 96 (37,241) 

104l (-4,225l) 111.4861r 115,7111r 104l (-4,225l) 
1,330.390 

33.84 1 I pr 82, 579Pr 267,667 44,873' pr ( 1  I ,032lP) 

Massachusetts--Limited j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--Figures repor ted do not  Inc lude OWI/DUI or park ing cases. 
Mlchlgan--Limited j u r l s d l c t l o n  r m r t s - - 0 a t a  are mlsslng frcm n ine  locat lons of t h e  O l s t r l c t  Court whlch represent  I O $  o f  the  r a n d  t o t a l  cases d l s p s e d .  
Minnesota--Pending and f l l l n g  data do not Inc lude " juvenl  le t r a f f l c "  cases. 
Mlssourl--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--t in data were ava l l ab le  f o r  twenty locat lons of  t h e  Hag ls t ra te  Court; another four teen locat lons 

Oregon--Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  cour ts -<mple te  data were ava i l ab le  for on ly  30 o f  t he  44 Jus t l ce  Court locat lons and 108 Munlclpal Court locatlom. P a r t l a l  

Texas--Limited j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts-Data repor ted I n  t h l s  t a b l e  a re  based on less than ccmplete r s p o r t l n g  for a i  I courts. The r e p o r t l r g  ra tes  f o r  t h e  c a r t s  

repor ted f l l l n g s  only. 

data were repor ted from other  locatlons. 

were: County Court a t  Law, and Cons t l t u t l ona i  County Court--ninety-seven percent; Munlclpal Court--ninety percent: Jus t l ce  of t h e  Peace 
Court--seventy-seven percent. 

Utah--Limited j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--tin repo r t s  were recelved f r m  twenty j u s t l c e s  of t h e  peace. 
West V l r g l n l b - L i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts-No data were ava i l ab le  f o r  t h e  Magls t ra te Court located i n  Kanmfa County; cou r t s  I n  two o the r  c w n t l e s  repor ted 

Wlsconsln--Oeneral j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts-Pending data do not Include *'juvenile t r a f f l c "  cases. 
incomplete data. 

L lm l ted  J u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--0ata were ava l l ab le  f o r  163 o f  219 cou r t  locat ions of t h e  Munlclpal Jus t l ce  Court. 
See Tables 15 and 16 f o r  m r e  d e t a l l  on t h e  sources of  data reported In t h l s  tab le.  PData were not ava i l ab le  f o r  a l l  cou r t s  l n  the  s tate.  

'Data repor ted are known to not  Inc lude park ing cases. 
%lata repor ted a re  k n o w  to  Inc lude park lng cases. 
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TABLE 42: DWI/DUI caseload for trial courts, 1978. I 
State population. Courts reporting DWI/DUI caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. 
Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

State 
pop u I a t  ion 

thousands pending F I  l ed  Disposed pending 
State and cou r t  t i t l e  I n  Beginning End 

Arkansas--STATE TOTAL ..................... 
Munlclpal Cour t i  ...................... 
C l t y  Court, P o l i c e  Court,  and 

Just ice o f  t h e  Peace Cour t1 ......... 
Hawaii-STATE TOTAL ....................... 

C i r c u i t  Court......................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ 

2,241 -- 21,787l 
20,011 1 

1 ,170i 
922 2,622 2.504 1,040 

11 9 11 9 
911 2,613 2,493 1,031 

Idaho-STATE TOTAL ........................ 
O l s t r i c t  Court........................ 
Magis t ra tes D i v i s i o n  of D i s t r l c t  Court 

Kansas - -0 l s t r i d  Court .................... 
Ohio--STATE TOTAL ......................... 

County Cour t  .......................... 
Municipal Cour t  ....................... 

91 I -- 
-- 

2,333 
10,795 -- 

1,630 7,652 7,244 2,038 
0 1 4  I 3  1 

1,630 7,638 7,231 2,037 

10.20Jp 60,835P 60,408 10,568p 
1,430 8,767 9,084 1,070 
8,773 52,068 51,322 9,498 

3,538 

Oklahoma--0lstr ict C o u r t  .................. 
South C a r o i l n a - M a g l s t r a t e  Court.......... 
Tennessee-Circu i t  Court and 

Cr iminal  Court........................ 
Texas-County Court a t  Law, Cons t i t u t i ona l  

County Court and Probate Cour t  I....... 
Utah--Justice of  t h e  Peace Cour t  .......... 
Wisconsin--Circuit  Court and County Court. 

2,913 
3,041 

4,462 

13.498 
1,364 
4,631 

6,964 12,051 11.257 7.758 
10,976 

3,359 

49,295l 88,0961 90,791' 46,600i 

2,737 8,051 6,265 4,515 
3,005 

As percent Change i n  
of  f i  led pending F i l e d  per  

End 100,000 
Disposed pending Number Percent pcpu la t l on  

9 n  I 
8931 

79 
96 40 118 13 282 

122 100 -2 -18 I 
95 39 120 13 28 I 

95 27 408 25 840 
93 7 1 2 
95 27 407 25 838 

152 
9 P  17P 36p  4P 5 6 9  

I04  12 -360 -25 81 
99 18 725 8 482 

93 64 794 I I  414 
361 

75 

103' 53' -2,695l -6 l  653' 
220 

78 56 1,778 65 174 

Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data are entered In  the  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr ia te ca l cu la t i ons  are included. Blank spaces l n d l c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  data w r e  no1 
ava i l ab le  or the  ca l cu la t i ons  Were not apprcpr la te.  

-- = Not appl icable.  

iData are not complete. 
Arkansas--Municipal Court--Only p a r t i a l  data were ava i l ab le  fo r  twelve counties; seven count les repor ted no data. 

C i t y  Court, P o l i c e  Court,  and Just ice of  t h e  Peace Court--Only p a r t i a l  data were ava i l ab le  f o r  SIX cour t  locatlons; f o r t y - e i g h t  c a r t  l oca t l o rn  
d id  not  r e p o r t  any data. 

percent. 
Texas--Data repor ted I n  t h i s  t a b l e  are based on incanplete r spo r t i ng  f o r  these ca r r t s .  

Utah--No repo r t s  were received f r m  h e n t y  cou r t  locat ions.  

The r q o r t l n g  r a t e  f o r  these c a r t s  was nine*-seven 

POata were no t  ava i l ab le  fo r  a i l  cour ts  i n  t h e  s tate.  
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TABLE 43: Other traffic violations caseload for trial courts. 1978 . 
State population . Courts reporting other traffic violations caseload . Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed . Number and percent change in pending . Filed per 100. 000 population 

Sta te  and c w r t  t l t l e  

State 
populat ion 

I n  Beglnnlng 

As percent  Chaqe i n  F I l e d  (d i s -  
of f i l e d  pendlng pmed)  per 

End End 100.000 . .  
thousands pendlng F i l e d  Dlsposed pending Disposed pendlng . Number Percent populat lon ................... Alabama.. D l s t r l c t  Court 3. 834 32. 603 189. 908 176. 003 46. 508 93 24 13. 905 43 4. 953 

Alaska.. D i s t r i c t  Court .................... 
Arkansas.. STATE TOTAL ..................... 

Munlclpal Cour t1 ........................ 
C l t y  Court and Po l l ce  Court i .  and 

Jus t l ce  of t h e  Peace Court1 ........... 
California-STATE TOTAL ................... 

Jus t l ce  Court ........................... 
Municipal Court ......................... 

Connectlcut.. Court of Common Pleas ........ 
Delaware-STATE TOTAL ..................... 
Delaware--Family Court .................... 
Delawsrw-Munlc ipa l  Court of WIImlngton ... 
D i s t r l c t  of Columbla.. Superlor Court ...... 
Florlda.-Co unty Court ..................... 
Georgia.. Juvenl l e  Court i  .................. 
Hawall.. STATE TOTAL ....................... 

C l r c u l t  Court ........................... 
D l s t r l c t  Court .......................... 

Idaho.. STATE TOTAL ........................ 
D l s t r l c t  Court .......................... 
Maglst ra tes O iv i s lona  ................... 

i I I1 no1 s--Circuit Court ................... 
Indlana.. STATE TOTAL ...................... 

Superior C w r t  and C l r c u l t  Court ........ 
b u n *  Court ............................ 

401 
2. 241 
.. 

.. 
22. 839 
.. 
.. 

3. 095 
598 

. 

_- 
670 

9. 132 
5. 286 

929 
.. 
.. 

91 I 
.. 
.. 

1 I. 434 
5.446 

_- 
.. 

85. 406 77.536l 
357. 664l  
342. 785l 

14. 879l 
5,429.41d 4.918. 6071 9 l j  (510. 8 1 2 d  

431. 8761' 374. 7 1 d  8 7 j  (57.158J 
4.997. 5431' 4.543.889j 9 ij (453. 654) j  

18. 437 322. 748 318. 252 22. 933 99 7 4. 496 24 
418P 17. 031 15. 431P 1. 2 2 P  807 193P 

418 16.238 15. 431 1. 225 95 8 807 193 
6. 585 53.359 53. 952 5. 992 101 11 -593 -9 

793 

2.1 33.457 1.964. 444 91 (187. 013) 
2. 317 2. I7Oi 

49. 047 193.422 185. 575 56.894 96 29 7. 847 16 
84 72 89 67 124 93 -17 -20 

48. 963 193. 350 185.486 56. 827 96 29 7. 864 16 
4. 009 205.706 204. 975 4.740 99 2 731 18 

2 1 0 3 I 50  <I 0 300 

2.565. 359 2.425. 874 95 (159. 485) 22. 436 
77.537 350. 124 326. 020 101. 641 93 29 24. I 04  31 6. 429 

23.330 171.522 155.514 39.338 91 23 16.008 69 3.150 

4.007 205. 705 204. 975 4.737 99 2 730 18 22. 580 

6. 259 83. 879 82.670 7. 468 99 9 1. 540 1. 209 19 

21. 882 
10.428 
2.848 

133 
2. 715 
7. 964 

23. 362 
44 

20. 820 
8 

21. 298 
15. 960' 
15. 296l 

6641 
23. 773 

1. 891 

20. 813 
22. 580 

Munlclpal Court of Marion County ........ .. 47.948 94. 723 87. 836 54. 835 93 58 1. 739 
Iowa.. D l s t r l d  Court ...................... 2. 919 21. 406 190. 670 186. 994 24. 283 98 13 2. 877 13 6. 532 

6. 887 14 

Kansas.. D l s t r l c t  Cour t  .................... 2. 333 
Louls lana-< i ty  Court and Par l sh  Cour t . l  

and Traf f I c  Court of Nen Or  leans ...... 4. 073 
Malne-- Superior Cour t  ..................... 1.115 
Massachuset ts-D l s t r l c t  Cour t  ............. 5. 743 
Mlchlgan-. STATE TOTAL ..................... 9. 202 
Mlchlgan-- D l s t r l c t  Court .................. -- 
Mlchlgan--M un lc lpa l  Court ................. -- 
Mlnnesota-- County Cwrt ................... 
Nebraska-+ unty Court .................... 4. 005 

1. 561 

D l s t r l c t  Cour t  -. 
Nen Hanpshlrw-STATE TOTAL ................ 894 .......................... 

263. 602 

385. lol l  324. 087l 

1 1 .  299 

841 (61.014)1 9. 4551 
4 0 8  2. 216p 2. 009P 607P 91P 27P 207P 52P 15-9 

549. 843' 9.5741 
122. 211' 1.330. 858l 1.326,5091126,5601 99l I O 1  4. 349l 4i 14. 463l 
112. 244l 1.209. 229l  1.209.9611111. 5 1 Z i  looi gi -732l <-Ii 13. 14 I i  

9. 967 121. 629 116. 548 15. 048 96  12 5. 081 51 I. 322 
114. 960' 511. 964l 518. 806 141. 305l 28l 26. 345l 23l 12. 783 

13. 958 203. 299 199. 406 17. 851 98 9 3. 893 28 13.024 
151. 040 (16.895) 
143. 216 (16.020) ......................... 7. 824 (875) Munic ipa l  Court .. 

New Jersey.. STATE TOTAL ................... 7.356 1.150.347 1,037.779 90 (112.568) 15.638 
County D i s t r i c t  Cour t  ................... .. 
Munlclpal Court ......................... .. 

17.720 
D l s t r l c t  Court and C l t y  Court ........... 
C r l n l n a i  Court of t h e  C l t v  of N e w  York .. .. 

New York.. STATE TOTAL ..................... 
.. 

. .  . .  
42.773 36. 732 

1.107. 574 1,001.047 
99. 2 8 9  326. 599p 

99.283 
326. 599 

86 (6. 041 1 581 
90 (106. 527) 15.057 

(1. 843) 
560 

N a t h  C a r o i 1 n a - D  l s t r l c t  Court i  ........... 5. 739 88. 643 815. 857 801. 787 102. 713 98 13 14. 070 16 14. 216 
Nor th Dakota.. STATE TOTAL ................. 651 .......................... 518 80 District Cour t  .. 

County Court w i t h  Increased 
J u r i s d l c t l o n  ......................... _- 59. 548 (9. 147) 

Munic lpa l  Cour t  ......................... -- 44. 748 (6. 8741 
County Jus t i ce  Court .................... -- 2 7 .  664 (4. 250) 

Ohio-- STATE TOTAL ......................... IO. 795 44. 628 1.328. 464 1.317. 230 55. 200 99 4 IO. 572 24 12. 306 ............................ 4.280 132.378 134.507 3.864 100 3 -416 -10 1.245 County Court -. 
Munlclpal Cour t  ......................... 

Oklahma--District Cour t  .................. 
Oregon-+unlclpai Court1 .................. 
South Carol lns-STATE TOTAL ............... 

Fan l l y  Cour t  ............................ 
Magist ra te Cour t  ........................ 

Texas-+ unlc  l pa i  Court I ................... 
Utah-- STATE TOTAL ......................... 

Juveni le  Cour t  .......................... 
C l t y  Court .............................. 
Jus t l ce  Court .......................... 

Washington-UunIci.paI Cour t  ............... 
West Vlrglnia--Magistrate Court ........... 
Wisconsin--STATE TOTAL .................... 
Wisconsin-- Munlclpal Jus t l ce  Court ........ 

.. 
2. 913 
2. 510 
3. 041 
.. 
.. 

13. 498 
I. 364 
.. 
_ _  
.. 

3. 886 
1. 920 
4. 631 
.. 

40. 348 1.194. 086 1.182. 723 51. 336 99 4 10.988 27 11. 062 
40. 643 197. 001 190. 322 47. 322 97 24 6. 679 16 6. 763 
33. 9411 185. 696l 176. 848l 42. 789l 9gi 231 8. 848l 26l 7. 3981 

399. 917P 2.573P 
2. 573 (85 )  

399.91 7 13. 151 
2.336. 556l 2.1 10. 503l 901 (226.0531 17. 3101 

327. 079' 23.979' 
14. 494 1. 063 

165. 527 12. 135 
147. 058l 10.781 
251. 842 6. 481 
1 I i .  486l 115. 71 li 5.807' 

31. 104IP 74.528p 144. 6911 40. 358l 104l -(4. 225) l  (I . 714Ii 
31. 104l 74.528 79. 373l 65. 318 40. 358l 88 9. 254l 30' 1. 609 

Note: A l l  ava l l ab le  data are entered I n  t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr la te ca l cu la t i ons  are included . Blank spaces Ind i ca te  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  data are n o t  
ava l l ab le  or t he  ca l cu la t i ons  were not  q p r o p r l a t e  . 
State t o t a l s  represent  data only. which may o r  may not  Inc lude a l l  of  t h e  actual  caseload ln format lon . 

- = Not  app l i cab le  . 
(continued on next  page) 
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TABLE 43: Other traff ic violations caseload for trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

IData a r e  not  canplete: 
Alaska--Disposed f l g u r e  does not Inc lude "misdemeanor t r a f f i c "  o r  "other c r i m i n a l - - t r a f f i c  on formal c a p l a l n t . "  
Arkansas--Municipal Court--1ncanplete data were repor ted f o r  twleve counties; no data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  seven others. 

Georgia--Disposed f i g u r e s  does not Include data f o r  Ware County. 
Louls iana--b data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  two locat ions of t h e  c i t y  c o u r t  and par ish court,  and o n l y  vary lng araunts of  data were a v a i l a b l e  f r a n  f l w  other  

locations. 
Masachuset ts- - i ) is t r ic t  Court--Figure does not  inc lude "operating so as t o  endanger" cases whlch were repor ted i n  State Court Caseload S t a t l s t l c s :  

Annual Report, 1917. 
Mich igan--Dls t r lc t  Court--Data are n l s s l n g  f r a n  n lne d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  whlch represent t e n  percent of t h e  grand t o t a l  cases dlspmed. 
Minnesota--Pending and f l l i n g  data inc lude " t r a f f i c "  and " T r a f f i c  Y l o i a t l o n  Burem" cases b u t  do not inc lude " j u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c "  cases. 
Oregon-Data are based on r e p o r t s  received from 108 courts. 
Texas--Data repor ted here a r e  based on an lnconplete number of lronthly r q o r t s .  The r e p o r t l n g  r a t e  f o r  t h i s  c a r t  was n inety  percent. 
Utah--Justice Court--No r e p o r t s  were received f o r  twenty c o u r t  locations. 
West Vlrginla--No data were recelved f o r  c o u r t s  located i n  Kanawa C a n t y ;  Inconplete data were recelved f o r  two others. 
Wisconsin--Municipal Just lce Court--Data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  163 of  219 c o u r t  locat ions of  t h e  c i t y  c o u r t  and p o r l s h  court,  and o n l y  vary lng amounts o f  

C l l y  C a r t ,  P o l i c e  C a r t ,  and 
Just ice of t h e  Peace Court--1ncanplete data *ere repor ted f o r  s i x  c i t i e s ;  no data w r e  a v a l l a b l e  f o r  f o r t y - e l g h t  others. 

P a r t i a l  data nere recelved f r a  another four teen courts. 

data were a v a l l a b l e  frcin f i v e  other  locations. 
JExplanation of data included I n  the category: 

PData were not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  t h e  state. 
Call lornia--Cases Inc lude drunk d r l v l n g  and d r i v l n g  under t h e  in f luence of drugs. 
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TABLE 45: Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1978. 
State and court. Jury trial definition. Number of dispositions and trials. 
Trials as a percent of dispositions. Numbers of jury trials, jury trials as a 
percent of dispositions and trials 

~~~ 

Jury Jury 
t r l a l s  as t r i a l s  T r l a l s  as 

Number a percent Number a percent as a per- 
of of  d i s p -  of j u r y  of d i s p -  c e n t  o f  

t r l a l s  s i t i o n s  t r l a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  

State. and c o u r t  t i t l e  
Jury/ 
t r i a l  Number of 
d e f l n i -  d i s p s i -  
t ion t ions 

Alaska: 

Arizona: 

C a l i f o r n i a :  

D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ A 77.536' 

Municlpal Court...................... B 486,991 

J u s t l c e  Court......................... B 488.757 
Municipal Court ....................... F 12,526,357 

951 i i  __  -- -- 
27,065l 6I 1,4291 < i t  51 

18.960 4 476 <I 3 
222,663 2 3,712 <I 2 

Colorado: 

D l s t r i c t  of Columbia: 

F l o r  I da: 

County Court .......................... C 148,679 

Superlor Court........................ A 53,952 

County Court .......................... C 403,923 

9.096 6 754 < I  8 

3 70 < I  1.559 6 

41,866 10 1.638 < I  4 

Georgia: 
Superior Court ........................ A 14,749 
Probate Court ......................... A 132,355 
State Court and County Court.......... A 174.230 

C i r c u i t  Court......................... C I O 0  
Hawal i : 

121 <1 59 <I 49 
599 <I  

2,915 2 347 < 1  12 

2 2 2 2 100 

-- -_ _ _  

5 38 13 
Idaho: 

D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ 
Magi s i r a t e ' s  

~i v i  s ion8.. ......................... 
D i s t r l c t  Court........................ 

Iowa: 

Kansas: 

Mlch Igan: 
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ 
Municlpal Court ....................... 
County Court .......................... M I  nnesota: 

C 

C 212.206 

187,094 

10,932 5 

15,420 8 252 <I 2 

3,008' l i  941 <li 31 

31,681 Zi 1,694l < 1 1  51 
7,018 5 182 <1 3 

5,919 1 336 <I 6 

C 
- 

C 

C 
C 

250.028i 

1 ,5i5,0471 
149,963 

518.806 A 

New York: 

North Carol Ina: 

Nor th Dakota: 

D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  Court ......... A 326,599 

D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ E 801,787 

Municipal Court...................... A 44.748 

8.182 3 

37,263 -- -- -- 5 

-_ _ _  __  44.640 99 

Ohio: 
County Court .......................... C 143,591 
Munlcipal Court ....................... C 1,234,045 

D i s t r i c t  Court....................... A 201.579 
Oklahoma: 

2 154 <I 3,322 5 
19.944 2 713 < 1  4 

13,296 7 

26,467' 1 5 l  

77,089 8 -_ _- _ _  

Oregon: 

Pennsylvania: 
Munic ipa l  Court...................... C 176,848' 

D i s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  Court ................ A 954,021 

Texas: 
Municipal Cour t  ....................... 
Just ice of t h e  Peace Cour t  ............ 
Texas County Court a t  Law. 

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County Court, 
and Probate Court ................... 

C i t y  Court ............................ Utah: 

2,110,503ij 327.21d 16ij 
1,059,499' 155,911 15' 

A 
A 

A 90,791 I j  1,342 ziJ 

382.643 6.958 2 

71,894 369 1 

C 
__ 

V e m n t :  

Wash I ngton: 
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court and 

J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Pezre ................ 
Munlclpal and P o l i c e  Court ............ 
C i r c u i t  Court and County Court ........ 

Wlsconsln: 

9 <I 2 A 

58,391 
22,322 

71,581 12,302 17 

902 2 
168 i 

477 < 1  4 

(continued on next  page) 
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TABLE 45: Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1978. (continued) 

Note: A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data are entered i n  t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr ia te c a l c u l a t l o n s  are Included. Blank spaces 

- = N o t  appl icable. 

IData are not  canplete: 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data were not a v a i l a b l e  o r  c a i c u l a t l o n s  m r e  Inepp-cprlate. 

A laska--Dis t r ic t  Court--Data o n l y  Include o t h e r  t r a f f i c ,  a category which represents  92 percent  o f  t h e  t r a f f i c  

Arizona--Municipal Court--Data were unavai lab le f r a n  f i v e  c w r t  locations. 
Kansas--Data do not  inc lude j u v e n i  l e  t r a f f  I c  cases. 
Mich lgan--Dis t r ic t  Court--Data were not given f o r  Ann Arbor, Blrmlnghan. Lapeer Cwnty,  Kalarnazoo, Liuonia, 

Oregon--Only p a r t i a l  r e p o r t s  were received f r a n  14 m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  
Texas--The Municipal Court repor ted 90% of  t h e i r  monthly repor ts ,  whi le  t h e  Just ice o f  t h e  Peace Court r e p r t e d  

f i  I lngs. 

Muskegon County, St. Joseph's County, South Haven. and Southfield. 

77% and t h e  Texas County Court a t  Law, C o n s t l t u t i o n a l  County Court, and Probate Cour t  repor ted 97%. 

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of  data included i n  the category: 
Texas-Munic Ipa l  Court--Does not  inc lude park lng violat ions.--The County Court o f  Law, C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County 

Court, and Probate Cour t  are t h e  o n l y  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  handle DWI/DUI cases. 

T r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n s :  
A = A t r i a l  I s  counted I f  t r i e d  to judgment, canplet ion,  verd ic t ,  o r  decision. 
B = A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  s e l e c t i o n  begins ( f i r s t  j u r o r  I s  d r a m ) .  
C = A j u r y  t r i a l  I s  c w n t e d  uhen t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn (Impaneled). 
D = A non-jury t r i a l  I s  counted uhen t h e  f i r s t  witness I s  sworn. 
E = A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  vhen an opening statement or t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence o c a r s .  
F = A  t r i a l  i s  counted when it has o f f l c l a l l y  begun. 
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TABLE 46: Juvenile caseload for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts 1978. 
State juvenile population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in 
pending 

General j u r l s d l d l o n  m u r t s  L I m l  t e d  
AS percent Change In  

o f  f I led pending 
State Beg1 nn 1 ng End End Beglnnlng 

pending F I l e d  Disposed pendlng Disposed pending Number Percent pending F I  led 

Alabama .................... 17,229 15,072 87 12,157) 2,748 
Alaska ..................... 1,296 1,063 82 1233) NH NH 

9,177 Arkansas NH I NH NH NH 
Ca l l fo rn la  ................. 105,227 99,347 94 (5,8801 NH NH 
Colorado ................... 16.782 NH NH 

Arlzona .................... 240i 1,207i 1,177l 2701 98l 221 30' 121 NH NH 
-- -- -- __  ................... 

connecttcut ................ NH NH NH NH -- __ -- -- 4,444 14.854 
Delaware NH NH NH NH -_ _ _  8.702 _ _  ................... -- 

_- -- D l s t r l c t  of Columbla ....... 1,224 6,384 6,502 1.106 102 17 -118 -to 
Flor lds  .................... 76,723l 71 ,516l 93 1 (5,20711 NH NH .................... -- -- 33.843 Georgla NH NH NH NH 
Guam ....................... ?ai 93 5 1,273 43 136 -3x -89 

Havall ..................... 3,414 7,756 7,751 3.419 100 44 5 < I  NH NH 
Idaho ...................... 2,U6 7,915 7,406 2.855 94 36 509 22 
I I I I n o l s  ................... 13,116 29,183 26,517 16,278 56 3,162 24 
Indiana .................... 10.462 16,978 16,267 11.173 96 66 71 1 7 2,428 7,409 
Iowa ....................... 6,195 5.915 95 (2801 

Kansas ..................... 25,971 9.861 I NH NH 

-- _ _  
5 -- -- 

-- -_ 
91 -- -_ 

-- -- 

Kentucky ................... NH NH NH NH -- -- -- 34.114 .................. -- -- 33.361' Loulslana NH NH NH NH 
Malne NH NH NH NH -- -- 5,350 

_- 
-- __ 

-- ...................... _- 
Maryland ................... 4,57d 22,371 22,217 4,ld 99 -38d -$ 2,642j 2.094 

Massachusetts .............. NH NH NH NH -- -_ -- 53,109 ................... -- -- 24,415l Michlgan NH NH NH NH 
Mlnnesota .................. 
Mlsslsslppl  ................ 
Mlssourl ................... 9,410 18,563 18,054 9,919 97 53 509 5 NH NH 
Montana .................... 1,381 1,005 73 (376) 

Nevada ..................... 708l NH NH 

__ 
-- _ _  

Nebraska ................... NH NH NH NH _ _  -- _ _  1,073P 4,677 

New Hsmpshlre .............. NH NH NH NH 

................. __ -- 13,491 92.380 New Jersey NH NH NH NH 

New Yorh ................... NH NH NH NH _ _  -- _- - 24,487l 48,818' 

-- 
_- -- _- -- 
_- -- 

New Mexlco ................. 2,514 3,811 4,693 1,632 123 43 -882 -35 NH NH 

North Carollna ............. NH NH NH NH -- -- -- -- 21,629 
North Dakota ............... 5,709 NH NH 

Ohlo ....................... 19.773 210,539 206.258 24.054 98 II 4,281 22 NH NW 
Oklahoma .................... 6,273 8,141 6.863 7.548 84 93 NH NH 1,275 20 
Oregon ..................... 14,523 133 
Pennsylvanla ............... 6,272 37,365 37,750 5,887 101 16 NH NH -385 -6 
Puerto Rlco ................ 1,449 5,595 6.085 959 109 17 -490 -34 NH NH 
Rho& Island ............... NH NH NH NH -- -- -- -- 6,88[P 

............. NH NH NH NH South Carol ina 

Tennessee .................. NH NH NH NH 

Utah NH NH NH NH -- -- 23.367 

.................... 198 1,097 Vermont NH NH NH NH 
Vlrg1nla ................... NH NH NH NH -- -- -- 126,709 
Washington ................. 17,406 NH NH 
West V l rg ln la  .............. 3,097 6,115 6,251 2,961 102 48 -136 -4 NH NH 
Wlsconsln .................. 4.728 27,578 26,080 6.225 95 23 NH NH 1,497 32 
Wyoming ..................... 957 NH NH 

_- -- - -- 
-- -- South Dakota ............... 2,735l 1,458' 

Texas ...................... 5,244l 12,329l 12,952l 4,6211 105l 371 -623l -12l 1,308I 1.211' 
-- -- I -- 

-- ....................... -- 
-- -_ __ -- 
-- 

Note: A l l  aval lable data are entered In the tab le  and a l l  approprlate calculat lons are  Included. Blank spaces lndlcate t h a t  t h e  data a re  not aval lable 
o r  the calculat lons were not approprlate. 

State t o t a l s  represent reported data only, whlch may or may not Include a11 o f  t h e  actual caseload in fo rmt lon .  

NH = This case type 1s not handled In t h i s  court. 
-- = Not applicable. 

'Data are not canplete: 
Arlrona--General j u r l s d l d l o n  court--There were no data reparted for t h e  courts located I n  Marlcopa or Yuma counties. 
Florida--General j u r l s d l c t l o n  court--Data do not Include s t d u s  offemss. 
Georgls-Llnlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  cwrts--No dlsposed data were aval lable f o r  the C a r t  o f  Ware County. 
Kansas-General j u r l s d l c t l o n  cwrt--DIspsed flgures da not Include othsr Jurenlle cases. 
Loulslana-Llmlted j u r l s d l c t l o n  cwrts--No data were aval lable f o r  two locatlons of the  C l i y  Court and Par lsh Court; data f o r  t h e  e n t l r e  year f o r  

Malne--Limited j u r l s d l c t l o n  courts--Data fo r  the D l s t r l c t  Court were not reported fo r  h o  c a r t  locatlorn dur l rg SIX m n t h s  of t h e  r e p c r t l q  systen.  
S I X  other locatlons were estlmated, based on varylng amounts of data. 
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A l l  t r l a l  courts Jur lsd lc t lon courts 
AS percent Change I n  As percent Change I n  
o f  f l l e d  pendlng Of f l l e d  pendlng 

End End Beg I nnlng End End 
Dlsposed pendlng Olsposed pendlng Number Percent, pendlng F l l e d  Disposed pendlng Olsposed pending Number Percent 

2.740P 17,229P 15.072P 87P (2,157P) 
1,296 1.063 82 (233) 

9.177 

-- -- 16,782 

-- -- _- -- NH NH 
NH NH -- -- I -- 240' 1,207' l.177I 270' 98' 22' 301 12l  

NH NH -- -- -- 105,227 99,347 94 (5,880) -- 
-- -- NH NH 

14,549 4.749 98 32 305 7 4,444 14,854 14,549 4,749 98 32 305 7 

-- -- 1,224 6.384 6,502 1.106 102 17 -118 -10 
8,702 . -- -- -- -- 

NH NH -- -- -- -- 76,723l 71,516' 931 (5,207l I 
31,685l 33,843 31,685' 

381 935 1,273 43 136 5 -33a -89 

NH NH -- -- _- __ 3.414 7,756 7,751 3,419 100 44 5 < l  
-- -- 2,346 7,915 7.406 2.855 94 36 509 22 

6,709 3,128 91 42 700 29 12,890 24,387 22,976 14,301 94 59 1,411 1 1  

I -- -- -- -- -- 

-- -- -- -- 
-- -- -- (3.116 29,183 26,517 16,278 91 56 3,162 24 - -- -- 

6,195 5,915 95 (2801 - - - -- _- -- 
NH NH - -- -- _- 25,971 9,861 

26,129 77 17,985) 34,114 26.129 77 (7,985) 
4.4001 33,361l 4,4001P 

2,267 2,4561 108 -1861 -7J 7,2161 24.465 24.484 6,6461 100 -5705 -aJ 
1.907l 5,350 1,907l 

33,019 53,109 33.019 
24,415l 

15,799 15,799P 

_- -- 9,410 18,563 18.054 9.919 97 53 509 NH NH 5 -- -- 
1.381p 1.005p 73p (376pl 

3.009 1,014P (1,368) 1,073P 4.677 3.009P 1,014P _ _  _- 708l -- -- NH NH 
6.J66 6,366 

90,736 15.135 98 16 1.644 12 13,491 92,380 90,736 15,135 98 16 1,644 12 
-- - 2,514 3.811 4,693 1,632 I23 43 -882 -35 -- -- NH NH 

59,778l 13,297l 122l 27l -11.1901 -46 l  24,487l 48,818' 59,778l 13,297l 122l 27l -11,1901 -46l 
22,581 104 (-952) 21,629 22,581 104 (-952) -- -_ 5.709 -- -- NH NH 

NH NH -- -- -_ _ _  19,773 210,539 206,258 24.054 98 1 1  4,281 22 -- __ 6,273 8.141 6,863 7.548 84 93 1,275 20 -- -- NH NH 
14,656 

-6 NH NH 
NH NH -- -- -- -- 1.449 5,595 6,085 959 109 17 -490 -34 

16 -585 6.272 37,365 37,750 5,887 101 -- -- -- -- 
6,888P 

15.551 15,551 
-- -- -- -- -- 2,735l 1,45E1 -- 

9SU1 1,529l 821 1261 221'  17l 6.552' 13,5401 13,942' 6,1501 103' 45l -402 -6 
23.367 

1,054 241 96 22 43 22 198 1.097 1,054 241 96 22 43 22 
115,350 91 (11.359) 126,709 115,350 91 (I 1.359) -- -- 17,406 NH NH 

-- -- 3,097 6,115 6.251 2,961 I02 48 -136 -4 NH NH 
NH NH -- -- -- -- 4.728 27,578 26,080 6,225 95 23 1.497 32 
NH NH 

-- _- 
-- _- 

957 -- - -- -- 

Mlchlgan--Llnlted Jur lsd lc t lon courts-lncanplete data *ere available f r m  SIX locatlons of the Probate Court. 
Nevada--General Jur lsd lc t lon court--The only data t h a t  *ere available are for  the c a r t  located In the Second O l s t r l c t  (Wasbe Canty) .  

Approximately twenty-f Ive percent of the t o t a l  s ta te populatlon I lves there. 
New York--Llmlted Jur lsd lc t lon c o u r t r - l n c m p l e t e  data *ere avallable fron the F a n f l y  C a r t  I n  KIngs County. 
South Dakota-bneral Jur lsd lc t lon court--No data are Included f c r  cases heard by the lawyer maglstrates and l ay  magls t ra tek lerks who a I x )  serve t h l s  

court. 
Texas-All courts--Date reported f f f  a l l  courts In t h l s  tab le are based On a 1825 than cmplete n u b r  of m n t h l y  reports. 

r a t e  for  the Texas O l s t r l c t  Court and Crlmlnal O i s i r l c t  C a r t  (general J u r l s d l d l o n )  was nlnew-elght percent and for the Constl tut lonal Canty Court 
and County Court a t  Law ( I lml ted Jur lsd lc t lon)  was nlnety-seven percent. 

The f l l e d  f lgure doBs not Include other Juvenlle cases; the d lspsed f lgure does not Include crlmlnal- type offense or status offense cases. 
The r e p r t l n g  

JExplanatlon of data Included I n  the category: 
Maryland--All courts--Pending data Include f lgures for cr lmlnal adult offenses agolnst Juwnl les I n  addlt lon t o  the Juvenlle data. Juvanl le cases are 

heard In the O l s t r l c t  Court (the court of I lmlted Jur lsd lc t lon)  In Montgomery Counly. but In the C l r a r l t  C a r t  ( the ccurt of general Jur lsd lc t lon)  I n  
the rest  of the state. 

m a t a  were not aval lable f o r  aI I m u r t s  I n  the state. See Tables 15 and 16 f o r  m r e  deta i l  on the sources of data r g o r t e d  I n  t h l s  table. 
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TABLE 47: Criminal-type offense caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting criminal-type offense caseload. Disposed and end pending 
as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 juvenile population 

Juvenl l e  As percent Changs I n  F i l e d  
popu l a t  ion  

State and cour t  t i t l e  I n  Beglnnlng 
of f l l e d  pending ( d l s p s e d )  

End End per  100,000 
thousands pendlng F I l e d  Dlsposed pending D lspmed pending Number Percent papu la t i on  

Alaska--Superlor Court.................... 148 1,153 779 
Cal i forn ia-Super ior  Court ................ 6,250 87,703 83,334 95 (4,369) 1,403 

Denver Juveni le  Court................. 799 6,271 785 
Connecticut--Juvenile Court ............... 846 4,046 13,945 13,601 4,390 98 31 344 9 1,648 

Delaware-Family Court.................... 170 6,543 3,849 

Colorado-Dis t r lc t  Court and 

O l s t r l c t  of Columbia-Superlor Court...... 176 1,033 5,512 5,601 944 IO2 17 -89 -9 3,132 

F l o r I d a - C i r c u l t  Court.................... 2,237 55,893 53,693 96 (2,200) 2.499 
Georgia--Juvenl l e  Courtc, ............... 1,576 20,393 19,048l 1,294 
Guam--Superior Court ...................... 144 81 6 93 5 25 115 3 -1 19 -83 
Hawai i - -Cl rcu l t  Court ..................... 276 2,036 4.785 4,643 1,978 101 41 -58 -3 1,734 
Idaho--STATE TOTAL ........................ 287 2,115 7,388 6,925 2,578 94 35 463 22 2,574 

-1 -50 0 
Magistrates DIvlslona............. ...... -- 2,113 7,388 6,924 2,577 94 35 464 22 2,574 

Kansas--Dis t r ic t  Court.................... 653 3,982 61 0 

L o u l s l a n a - C i t y  Court and Par i sh  Court, 
and Munlclpal and T r a f f i c  Court......... 1,306 4,446 3,780 85 (666)  340 

Maryland--STATETOTAL..................... 1,185 20.985 20,891 100 (94 1 1,771 

-- -- 2 0 1 1 D i s t r i c t  Court..............,........... -- 

C l r c u l t  Court ........................... -- 19,607 19,414 99 (193) 1,655 
D i s t r i c t  Court .......................... -- 1,378 1,477 107 (-99) 116 

Massachusetts-STATE TOTAL ................ 1,565 49,108 30,208P 3,138 
District Court .......................... -- 37,371 30,208 81 (7,163) 2,388 
Juveni le  Court.......................... -- 11.737 750 

Michigan--Probate Court.. ................. 2,795 12,647' 452' 

New Hampshlre-STATE TOTAL................ 254 5.358 ( 2,109) 
District Court.......................... -- 5,066 (1.994) 
Municipal Court......................... -- 

Minnesota--County Court................... 1,190 13,126 (1,103) 

292 (115 )  
New Jersey--Juvenile and 

Domestic Relat lons Court .............. 2,050 12,554 81,827 80,352 14,029 98 17 1.475 12 3,392 
New York--Family Court .................... 4,890 11,673l 26,798I 31.62gi 6,842I 1I8I 26' -4,831l - 4 i i  5481 

North C a r o l i n a - - 0 l s t r i c t  Court............ 1,638 12,642 12,245 97 (397) 772 
North Dakota--Dis t r ic t  Court .............. 198 2,823 1,426 
Oklahoma--Dlstr lct Court.................. 814 3,275 4.379 3,816 3,833 87 88 563 17 538 
Puerto R lcw-Super io r  Court ............... 1,449 5,595 6,085 959 109 17 -490 -34 
Rhode Island--Family Court................ 254 6,400 2,520 
South C a r o l i n a - F a m l I y  Court.............. 91 4 12,015 (1,315) 

South O a k o t a - C i r c u l  t Court!. ............. 209 2,403l 1,1501 

Court.................................. -- 8,923' 2201 

County, and Probate Cour t '  .......... -- 976l 24' 

Texas--STATE TOTAL........................ 4,053 9,8991 244l 
D i s t r i c t  Court and Cr lmlnal  D l s t r l c t  

County Court a t  Law, Cons t l t u t l ona l  

Utah--Juvenile Court...................... 487 15,252 3,132 
Wlsconsln--Clrcuit  Court and County Court. 1,377 3.179 15,466 14,551 4.097 94 26 918 29 1,123 

Note: A I  I ava i l ab le  data are entered i n  the t a b l e  and a11 appropr ia te ca l cu la t l ons  are Included. B l a M  spaces I n d l c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data a r e  nol  
ava l l ab le  o r  t he  ca l cu la t i ons  were not  appropriate. 

- =  N o t  applicable. 

cJudge in format ion:  

f lgures.  
Judges of t he  Georgla S ta te  Court handle j u v e n l l e  cams I n  those c l r c u l t s  not  served by a Juvenl le  Court. Those cases a re  Included I n  these 

!Data are not canplete: 
Georgla--Data are not  ava i l ab le  for cases dlsposed I n  Ware County. 
Mlchlgan--Probate Court--1ncanplete data uere recelved f ran  six  countles. 
New York--incomplete data were ava l l ab le  f r m  Kings County. 
South Dakota--No data are Included f o r  cases dlsposed by lawyer magis t ra tes o r  lay magls t ra tes/c lerks i n  t h i s  cour t .  
Texas--All data glven are based on l ncmp le te  r e p o r t l n g  by t h e  cour ts .  

r a t e  f o r  the County Court a t  Law, Cons t l t u t l ona l  County Court, and R o b a t e  Court was ninety-seven percent. 
PData were not ava l l ab le  f o r  a l l  cour t s  I n  the  s tate.  

Data r q o r t e c  f o r  aI I o the r  locations were canplete. 

The D i s t r l d  Court r e p o r t i n g  r a t e  was n lne ty -a lgh t  percent; /he r e p o r t l n g  
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TABLE 48: Status offense caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting status offense caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 juvenile population 

Juvenl le  As percent  Chaqe I n  F I l e d  (d l s -  
populat lon o f  f l l e d  pending posed) per 

thousands pending F I l e d  Dlsposed pendlng Disposed pendlng Number Percent populat lon 
S ta te  and cou r t  t i t l e  I n  Beglnnfng End End 100,000 

Colorado-Dls t r lc t  Court and 
Denver Juvenl le  Court................... 799 924 116 

Oelswar6--Faml I y Court.. .................. 170 2.159 1,270 
D l s t r l c t  of Columbla--Superlor Court...... 176 26 370 358 38 97 10 12 46 210 
Georg l s -Juven l l e  CourtC,I. ............... 1,576 8,041 7.617' 51 0 

Hawa l l - -C l r cu l t  Court..................... 276 518 1,367 1.348 537 99 39 19 4 49 5 
Kansas-- I l ls t r ic t  Court.................... 653 6,656 1,019 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL................ 1,565 2,669 2,271P 171 

D l s t r l c t  Court.......................... -- 1,369 2.271 166 (-902) 87 
Juvenile Court.......................... -- 1,300 83 

Nlch lgan--hobate Court................... 2,795 4,201 1 501 
New Hmpshlre-STATE TOTAL................ 254 538 (212 )  

D l s t r l c t  Court.......................... -- 51 2 (202) 
Munlclpal Court......................... -- 26 (IO) 

New Jersey--Juvenile and Domestlc 
51 5 169 18 Relat lons Court....................... 2,050 937 10.553 10.384 1.106 98 I O  

New York--Family Court.................... 4,890 5,121' 12,768l 15,391l 2,498l 12Ii 201 -2,623' -5Ii 261 I 
North Carolina-Dlstrlct Court............ 1.638 3.789 3,934 I04 (-145) 231 
Nor th Dakota-- I l ls t r lc t  Court.............. 198 2.487 1,256 
Oklahcma--Dls t r ld  Court.................. 814 1,272 1,262 1,169 1,365 93 108 93 7 155 
South D a k o t a - X l r c u l t  Court1.. ............ 209 332 159 

Texas--STATE TOTAL........................ 4,053 1,5971 39 I 

Court................................. -- 1,362l 34 I 
D l s t r l c t  Court and Cr lmlnal  D l s t r l c t  

County Court a t  Law, Cons t l t u t l ona l  
County Court, and Probate Courti..... . -- 235l 6 l  

Utah-Juvenlle Court...................... 487 6,362 1,310 
Wlsconsin-< l rcu l t  Court and County Court. 1,377 822 7,750 7,392 1,175 95 15 353 43 563 

Note: A l l  ava l l ab le  data a r e  entered I n  the t a b l e  and a l l  appropr la te ca l cu la t l ons  are Included. Blank spaces l nd l ca te  t h a t  e l t h e r  the  data a re  n o t  
ava i l ab le  o r  the ca l cu la t i ons  were not appropr ia te.  
S ta te  t o t a l s  represent  repor ted data only, whlch may or may not  inc lude a l l  of t he  actual caseload Informatlon. 

- - N o t  applicable. 

CJudge I n f o r m t l o n :  

f igures.  
Georgls-Judges of the S ta te  Court handle juvenl le  cases I n  those c l r c u l t s  n o t  served by a Juvenl le  Court. Those cases a re  included I n  these 

b a t e  are not  canplete: 
Georglp-Data are n o t  ava l l ab le  for cases disposed I n  Ware County. 
Mlchlgan--1ncanplete data were ava i l ab le  f r a n  SIX locat ions.  
New York--Incomplete data were ava l l ab le  from Klngs County. 
South Dakota--No data are Included f o r  cases heard by lawyer magls t ra tes o r  lay magls t ra tes/c lerks I n  t h i s  c w r t -  
Texas--All courts--Data for all cour t s  are based on an lncanplete number of m n t h l y  repor ts .  

A l l  o the r  l oca t l o rn  were conplete. 

The r e p o r t l n g  r a t e  was n lne ty -e lgh t  percent f o r  t h e  
D l s t r l c t  Court and nlnety-seven percant f o r  t he  County Courts. 

%ta  were not  ava i l ab le  for a l l  cour t s  I n  the  s tate.  
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TABLE 49: Non-offense caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting non-offense caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 juvenile population 

Juvenlle As percent  Change I n  F i l e d  (d l s -  
popu I a t  Ion o f  f i l e d  pendlng posed) per 

thousands pendlng F i l e d  Olsposed pending Dlsposed pendlng Number Percent populat lon 
S ta te  and cour t  t l t l e  I n  Beginning End End 100,000 

Arizona--Superior Court'.. ................ 744 2401 1,207' 1,177I 2701 9 8 l  22l  30' 12' 162l 
Cal i forn la- -Super lor  Court ................ 6,250 17.524 16,013 91 (1,511) 280 
C o l o r a d o - D l s t r l d  Court and 

Denver Juveni le  Court ................. 799 2,191 274 
Connectlcut--Juvenile Court............... 846 398 909 948 359 104 39 -39 -10 107 
D l s t r l c t  of Coiumbl a--Superlor Court.. .... 176 165 502 543 124 108 25 -41 -25 285 
F lo r l ds - -C i r cu l t  Court .................... 2,237 20,830 17,823 86 (3,007) 93 1 

Georgia--Juvenl le Courtc,I. ............... 1,576 4,387 4.016' 278 
Hawa l l - -C l r cu l t  Court..................... 276 167 365 290 242 79 66 75 45 132 
Idaho-STATE TOTAL........................ 28 7 231 527 48 1 27 7 91 53 46 20 184 

D l s t r l d  Court.......................... -- 1 I 1 1 100 100 0 0  < I  
Magistrates Dlvislon.................... -- 230 526 480 276 46 20 183 91 52 

Kansas-Dls t r lc t  Court.................... 653 1,899 29 1 
Louis iana-< l iy  Court, Pa r i sh  Cwrt and 

Munlclpal and T r a f f l c  Court............. 1,306 3951 3591 91 I ( 3 6 ' )  30' 

Massschusetts-STATE TOTAL................ 1,565 1,332 534P 85 
D l s t r l c t  Court .......................... -- 964 534 55 (430) 62 

Juvenile Court.......................... -- 368 24 
Mlchlgan--Probate Court................... 2,795 3,824' I37 I  
Mlnnesota--County Court................... 1,190 1,797 (151) 
New Hampshlrw-STATE TOTAL................ 254 470 (185) 

D l s t r l d  Court.......................... -- 455 (179) 
Municipal Court......................... -- 15 (6) 

New Yorh--Family Court.................... 4,890 7,252l 8,9701 12,0441 3,9481 1341 441 -3,3041 -461 183l 

North Dako ta - -D is t r l d  Court.............. 198 329 166 
North Caro l i na -O ls t r l c t  Court............ 1,638 5,198 6,402 123 (-1,204) 317 

Ohlahoma--Dlstr ict Court.................. 81 4 1.723 2.384 1.827 2,277 77 96 554 32 293 

South C a r o l l n k - F m l l y  Court .............. 91 4 199 (22) 
Rhode Island--Family Court................ 254 420 165 

Utah--Juvenile Court...................... 487 1,733 356 
Wisconsln--Circuit Court and County Caurt. 1,377 82 2 7,750 7,392 1,175 95 15 353 43 5 63 

Note: A l l  data are entered I n  the  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr ia te calculations are Included. Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  e l t h e r  the data are no t  ava l l ab le  o r  the ca l cu la t i ons  uere not apprcpr la te.  

-- = N u t  applicable. 

CJudge Information: 

IData are not  canplete: 
&orglo--Judges of  t h e  S ta te  Court handle Juven i l e  cases I n  those c l r c u l t s  not  served by a Juveni le  Court. 

Arlzona--Data were unaval lab le from Marlcopa and YUM counties. 
GBOrgIrr-No data were ava i l ab le  f o r  cases disposed i n  Ware County. 
Loulslana-Data were unaval lab le f ron  the  cou r t s  located I n  the c l t l e s  of Hcuma and Plaquemlnes. 
Mlchlgan--Only Incomplete data were ava l l ab le  frcm SIX locat ions.  
New Ya-k--Only Incomplete data were ava l l ab le  from Klngs County. 

Those cases a re  Included I n  these f l g u e s .  

Data f ron  a1 I o the r  locat ions uere ccmplete. 

PData were not ava l l ab le  f o r  a l  I cour t s  I n  the  s tate.  
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Part 2 
State court statistical profiles 

The fol lowing s e c t i o n  begins  w i t h  blank proto-  
types of  t h e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  types  of t a b l e s  t h a t  
make up t h e  p r o f i l e  of t h e  c o u r t  system of each 
s t a t e .  The f i r s t  p ro to type  i s  a diagram d e p i c t i n g  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o u r t s  w i t h i n  a s t a t e ,  in -  
c luding  number of judges and number of c o u r t s ,  
t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  and r o u t e s  of appeal .  The 
second and t h i r d  pro to type  t a b l e s  provide  t h e  
reader  w i t h  a n  o u t l i n e  of t h e  c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s  i n t o  
which a c t u a l  d a t a  from a p p e l l a t e  and t r i a l  c o u r t s  
have been c l a s s i f i e d .  

Following t h e  blank pro to types  a r e  the  s ta te  
s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s ,  which c o n t a i n  t h e  a c t u a l  
c o u r t  caseload s t a t i s t i c s .  S t a t e  p r o f i l e s  a r e  a r -  
ranged i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r  by s t a t e  name w i t h  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c h a r t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  system 
presented  f i r s t ,  followed by t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  pro- 
f i l e s  f o r  t h e  c o u r t ( s )  of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  interme- 
d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t ( s )  ( i f  a n y ) ,  g e n e r a l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  c o u r t ( s ) ,  and l i m i t e d  o r  s p e c i a l  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t ( s )  ( i f  any). 

The s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  f o r  each c o u r t  i s  t h e  
b a s i c  source  document used i n  compiling the sum- 
mary t a b l e s  i n  P a r t  I. Along wi th  t h e  name of t h e  
c o u r t ,  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  c o u r t ,  t h e  number of c o u r t  
d i v i s i o n s ,  the  number of judges ,  and the  time span 
covered by the  da ta ,  each p r o f i l e  shows t h e  a c t u a l  

caseload d a t a  r e p o r t e d  by t h a t  c o u r t .  Data a r e  
c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s  chosen by 
t h e  NCSP a s  being most r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  k i n d s  
of d a t a  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  s t a t e s .  For  example, a 
d i v o r c e  a c t i o n  r e p o r t e d  by a t r i a l  c o u r t  i s  d i s -  
played a s  a "marriage d i s s o l u t i o n "  c a s e  under  t h e  
g e n e r a l  heading of "domestic r e l a t i o n s ' '  f o r  
" c i v i l "  casef low.  NCSP c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  are shown 
i n  the  pro to types  and appear  i n  b o l d f a c e  on t h e  
s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s .  

Footnotes  a r e  used i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c a l  pro- 
f i l e s  t o  e x p l a i n  any p e c u l i a r i t i e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
d a t a  a s  r e p o r t e d  by each c o u r t  and t o  q u a l i f y  
d a t a ,  as necessary ,  when t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  s t a -  
t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  t o  t h e  summary t a b l e s  i n  P a r t  
I. Standard f o o t n o t e  headings,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  on 
the  p r o t o t y p e s ,  have been adopted f o r  u s e  i n  t h i s  
r e p o r t  and w i l l  cont inue  t o  be used i n  t h e  annual  
r e p o r t  s e r i e s .  These s tandard  headings g ive  t h e  
s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  of t h e  footnote .  I f  f u r t h e r  expla-  
n a t i o n  i s  needed, in format iona l  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  
provided on the  p r o f i l e s  under t h e  s tandard  f o o t -  
no te  heading.  

I n  Part  I1 t h e  source  of d a t a  i s  i n d i c a t e d  a t  
the bottom of each s t a t e  c o u r t  p r o f i l e .  A com- 
p l e t e  l i s t i n g  of sources  i s  inc luded  i n  Appendix B. 
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STATE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

COURT OF LAST RESORT 
number of justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original. 
-Exclusive. 
-Kinds of appeals. 
-Discretionary review. 

m 

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURT 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original. 
-Exclusive. 

COURT OF GENERAL 
JURISDICTION 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals heard. 

COURT OF LIMITED/ 
SPECIAL JURISDICTION 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic. 
-Juvenile. 

Jury trialino jury trial. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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STATE NBHB. COURT NBW. 
Court of last resort or intermediate appellate court 

Number of court divisions. Number of judges 
Time period covered 

End 
pending 

* Filed Disposed 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
Civil ........................................................ 
Postconviction remedy ........................................ 
Appeal of administrative agency case ......................... 
Juvenile ..................................................... __ 

CridMl ..................................................... 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction ...................................... 
Discfpliaary matter ........................................ 
Advisory opinion ........................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Civil ...................................................... 
Criminal ................................................... 
Postconviction remedy ...................................... 
Juvenile ................................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total other cases .............................................. 

Requests to appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case ....................... 

Sentence reviev only ......................................... - 

Total cases ..................................................... 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 
Other matters .................................................. __ 
Total other proceedings ......................................... 

Appeals : 
Civil .................. 
Criminal ............... 
Postconviction ......... 
Agency ................. 
Juvenile ............... 
Total .................... 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction .. 
Disciplinary matter .... 
Advisory opinion ....... 
Totel ................... 
Civil .................. 
Criminal ............... 
Postconviction ......... 
Agency ................. 
Juvenile ............... 
Total ................... 

Total cases ............... 

Requests to appeal: 

Sentence review only ..... 

Manner of disposition 

Dismissed/ 
Memorandum withdrawn/ Trans- 

Opinion decision Order settled ferred Other 

Notice of appeal 
to ready for 
hearing 

of cases Mean Median 
Number 

____-  - 

Opinion: 
Affirmed ....... 
Modified ....... 
Reversed ....... 
Reversed and 
remanded ..... 

Remanded ....... 
decision: 

Memo rand um 

Affirmed ....... 
Modified ....... 
Reversed ....... 
Reversed and 
remanded ..... 

Remanded ....... 
Affirmed ....... 
Modified ....... 
Reversed ....... 
Reversed and 
remanded ..... 

Remanded ....... 

Order: 

Time interval" (months/days) 

Disposition of cases 

Appeals 
Post Sentence 

Juve- K W i e U  convic- 
Civil Criminal tion Agency nile only --- 

Ready for hearing Under advisement 

(submitted or  oral oral argument com- Notice of appeal 
(submitted or to under advisement 

argument completed) pleted) to decision to decision 

of cases Median of cases Mean Median of cases Mean Median 
Number Number Number 

Appeals : 
Civil ...................... 
Criminal ................... 
Postconviction ............. 
Agency ..................... 
Juvenile ................... 
Total ....................... 
Original jurisdiction ...... 
Disciplinary matter ........ 
Total ....................... 
Sentence review only ......... 

Original proceedings: 

Advisory opinion ........... 
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D i s p o s i t i o n  of o t h e r  c a s e s  

Opinion Memorandum d e c i s i o n  Order 
Granted Denied Granted Denied Granted Denied -__ -- 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings : 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ....................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  lmtter ......................... 
Advisory opin ion  ............................ 

T o t a l  ........................................ 
C i v i l  ....................................... 
Crimina l  .................................... 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  .............................. 
Agency ...................................... 
J u v e n i l e  .................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................ 
Tota l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................. 

R e q u e s t s  t o  appeal: 

Age of pending c a s e s  ( d a y s )  

Not ready f o r  h e a r i n g  
Awaiting c o u r t  Awaiting Awaiting 

r e p o r t e r ' s  t r a n s c r i p t  a p p e l l a n t ' s  b r i e f  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  b r i e f  Ready f o r  hear ing  

Under advisement 
(suhmitted o r  o r a l  
argument completed) 

Average 
Over age oE 

days days days days days days days days days days days days days days caSeS 

Over Over Over Over 
0-fio 61-120 i z n  n-60 61-1~11 1 2 0  0-60 61-120 120 0-90 01-180 180 0-90 91-180 180 pending 
- - _ _ _ _ _ _ -  ----- 

Appeals: 
C i v i l  ...................... 
C r i m i n a l  ................... 
P o s r c o n v i c t i o n  ............. 
Agency ..................... 
J w e n i l e  ................... 

T o t a l  ....................... 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  m a t t e r  ........ 
Advisory o p i n i o n  ........... 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

T o t a l  ....................... 
Reques ts  t o  appea l :  

C i v i l  ...................... 
C r i m i n a l  ................... 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  ............. 
Agency ..................... 
J u v e n i l e  ................... 

T o t a l  ....................... 
T o t a l  c a s e s  ................... S e n t e n c e  review only  ......... 

Boldface  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough informat ion  is known. The c a s e  ca tegory  may o r  may n o t  he handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
N / A  = This c a s e  t y p e  is handled hy t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = n l e  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  hu t  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

aCour t j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  or r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion .  
CJudge informat ion .  
e a s e s  not inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double c o u n t i n g .  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does n o t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 Court  year .  
gChange i n  pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
hFfgure  was computed. 
iData a r e  not  complete.  
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory .  
kAdditiona1 informat ion .  
I S p e c i a l  source  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a .  
mInformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  d a t a .  
"Information on time i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending d a t a .  

Source :  
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STATE NAHE, COURT NAHE 
Court of general  j u r i sd i c t ion  or cour t  of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

Time period covered 

fl Filed Msposed 

Number of c i r c u i t s  or d i s t r i c t s ,  Number of judges 

* End 

pending pending 

Civild:  
Law ............................................................ 
Tort:  

Auto t o r t  .................................................... 
Profess iona l  t o r t  ............................................ 
Prodoct l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ....................................... 
Other  t o r t  ................................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Contract ....................................................... 
Small claims ................................................... 
Equity ......................................................... 
Domestic re la t ions :  

Marriage d i s so lu t ioo  ......................................... 
Supportlcustody .............................................. 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Other domestic r e l a t i o n s  ..................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
P r o b a t e f v l l l s l i n t e s t a t e  ...................................... 
Guardianshiplconserwtorshidtrusteeship ..................... 
Other e s t a t e  ................................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Mental hea l th  .................................................. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency case ......................... 
Appeal of t r i a l  cour t  case  ................................... 

Tnta l  ......................................................... 
Extraordinary w r i t  ............................................. 
Postconvictinn rf?medy .......................................... 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Real p r o p e r q  r i g h t s  ........................................... 

E s t a t e :  

- 

Crb ina ld  : 
Felony ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Felonyfmisdemeanor ............................................. 
Preliminary hearing ............................................ 
Ordinance v io l a t ion  ............................................ 
Appeal ......................................................... 
Extraordiuary wit  ............................................. 
Postconviction remedy .......................................... 
Sentence rev ieu  only ........................................... 
Other criminal 

Total criminal .................................................. 
................................................. - 

Traf f ic :  
D W I / D D I  ........................................................ 
Other t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  - 
Parking v io l a t ion  .............................................. ........................................ 

Total traEfic ................................................... 
Juvenile:  

Criminal-typr of fense  .......................................... 
Sta tus  of fense  ................................................. 
Non-offense .................................................... ................................................. Other juvenile - 

Total juvenile .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 
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Triald - Jury Non-jury Total 

c i v d :  
Law .............................. 
Tort:  

Auto t o r t  ...................... 
Profess iona l  t o r t  .............. 
Product l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ......... 
Other  t o r t  ..................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
cont rac t  ......................... 
Small claims ..................... 
R e a l  property r i g h t s  ............. 
Equity ........................... 
Domestic re la t ions :  

Marriage d i s so lu t ion  ........... 
Supportlcua tody ................ 
Adoption ....................... 

.Other  do res t i c  r e l a t ions  ....... 
Tota l  ........................... 
Proba te lwi l l s l i n t e s t a t e  ........ 
Guardianshiplconservatorshipl . . 

t ru s t eesh ip  .................. 
Other estate ................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Mental hea l th  .................... 
Appeal: 

Es ta te :  

Appeal of  adn in i s t r a t ive  
agency case  .................. 

Appeal of  t r ia l  court case ..... 
Tota l  ........................... 

Extraordinary w r i t  ............... 
Postconviction remedy ............ 
Other civil ...................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ....................... 
Criminald: 

Felony ........................... 
Wisdemeanor ...................... 
Felony/dsdmeanor  ............... 
Preliminary hear ing  .............. 
Ordinance v io l a t ion  .............. 
Appeal ........................... 
Extraordinary w r i t  ............... 
Postconviction remedy ............ 
Sentence review only ............. 
Other  c r imina l  ................... 

Tota l  c r imina l  .................... 
Tra f f i c :  

DWI/DUI .......................... 
Parking v io l a t ion  ................ O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  .......... 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ..................... 
Juveni le :  

Criminal-type of fense  ............ 
S t a t u s  of fense  ................... 
l i onof fense  ...................... 
Other  juveni le  ................... 

Tota l  juveni le  .................... 
Grand t o t a l  ........................ 

Time in t e rva l  (days) 
Number of Cases Mean Median Age a t  d i spos i t ion :  

Civild : 
Law .............................. 
Tort: 

Auto t o r t  ...................... 
Profess iona l  t o r t  .............. 
Product l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ......... 
Other t o r t  ..................... 

To t a l  ........................... 
Contract ......................... 
Small claims ..................... 
Real proper- r i g h t s  ............. 
Domestic r e l a t ions :  
equ i ty  ........................... 

Support/eustody ................ 
Other domestic r e l a t i o n s  ....... 
Marriage d isso lu t ion  ........... 
Adoption ....................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Proba te lwi l l s l i n t e s t a t e  ........ 
Guardianship/conservatorship/ . . 

t ru s t eesh ip  .................. 
Other e s t a t e  ................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Mental hea l th  .................... 
Appeal: 

Es t a t e :  

Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  
agency case .................. 

Total ........................... 
Extraordinary w r i t  ............... 
Other c i v i l  ...................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ....................... 

Appeal of t r i a l  cour t  case ..... 

Postconviction remedy ............ 

Criminald : 
Felony ........................... 
Misdemeanor ...................... 
Felony/!nisdemeanor ............... 
Preliminary heariug .............. 
Ordinance v io l a t ion  .............. 
Appeal ........................... 
Extraordinary w r i t  ............... 
Postconviction remedy ............ 
Sentence review only ............. 
Other c r imina l  ................... 

Total c r imina l  .................... 
Tra f f i c :  ' 

DWIIDUI .......................... 
Other t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  .......... 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ..................... Parking v io l a t ion  ................ 

Juvenile:  
Criminal-type of fense  ............ 
S t a t u s  offense ................... 
Non-offense ...................... 

Total juveni le  .................... 
Grand t o t a l  ........................ 

Other juveni le  ................... 

(continued on next page) 
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T r i a l  Court S t a t i s t i c a l  P r o f i l e  Prototype (continued) 

Civ i l  d i spos i t ions  

Dismissed/ 
withdrawn/ 

Arbi t ra t ion  UncontestedIDefault s e t t l e d  Transferred 

Civfld:  
Law .............................. 

Auto t o r t  ...................... Tort:  

Profess iona l  t o r t  .............. 
Product l l a h i l i t y  t o r t  ......... 
Other  t o r t  ..................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Contract ......................... 
S m l l  claims ..................... 
R e a l  property r i g h t s  ............. 
Equity ........................... 
Domestic r e l a t ions :  

Marrfage d i s so lu t ion  ........... 
Suppnrt/custody ................ 
Adoption ....................... 
Other domeetic r e l a t i o n s  ....... 

To t a l  ........................... 
Proba te fwi l l s / i n t e s t a t e  ........ 
Guardianshipfconserva torship/ . . 
Other e s t a t e  ................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Mental hea l th  .................... 
Appeal: 

Es ta te :  

t ru s t eesh ip  .................. 

Appeal of adn in i s t r a t ive  
agency case  .................. 

Appea l  of t r i a l  cou r t  case ..... 
Tota l  ........................... 

Extraordinary w r i t  ............... 
Postconviction remedy ............ 
0 t her c ivi  1 ...................... 

Total ............................. 
C r i m i n a l  d i spos i t i ons  

Sentence Other Preliminary Ordinance Pxtraordinary 
Pos tconvic t i on  review criminal Felony Hisdenteanor hearing v io la t ion  Appeal w r i t  

Jury t r i a l :  
Conviction ............ 
Cuilty plea ........... 
Acquit t a l  ............. 
Disnissed ............. 
Conviction ............ Non- jury t r i a l :  

Guilty plea  ........... 
Acquittal ............. 
Dismissed ............. 

Dismissedholle prosequi . 
Rai l  f o r f e i t u r e  .......... 
Bound over ............... 
Transferred .............. 

Ju ry  t r i a l :  
Conviction ............. 
Acqui t ta l  .............. 
Conviction ............. 
Acquittal  .............. 

Guilty plea .............. 
Dismissed/nolle prosequi . 
Rai l  fo r f e i tu re  .......... 
Parking f i n e s  ............ 
Transferred .............. 
Other .................... 

Non-jury t r i a l :  

T ra f f i c  d i spos i t ions  

Other t r a f f i c  
n w I / w ~  v io la t ion  Parking - Total 

- Total 
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0-30 31-60 61-90 91-180 181-360 361-720 Over 720 Average age 
days days days days days days days of  pending cases - - -  

ciPi1d: 
Lav .............................. 
Tort:  

Auto t o r t  ...................... 
Profess iona l  t o r t  .............. 
Product l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ......... 
Other t o r t  ..................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Contract ......................... 
Small claims ..................... 
Rea l  property r i g h t s  ............. 
Equity ........................... 
Domestic re la t ions :  

Marriage d i s so lu t ion  ........... 
Adoption ....................... 
Other domestic r e l a t i o n s  ....... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Proba te /v i l l s l i n t e s t a t e  ........ 
Guardianship/conserva torship/ 

t ru s t eesh ip  .................. 
Tota l  ........................... 

Supportfcostody ................ 

Esta te :  

Other  estate ................... 
Plental hea l th  .................... 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  
agency case  .................. 

Appeal of  t r i a l  cour t  case ..... 
Tota l  ........................... 

Extraordinary writ ............... 
Other c i v i l  ...................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ....................... 
Postconviction remedy ............ 

miminald: 
Felony ........................... 
Misdemeanor ...................... 
Felony/misdemeanor ............... 
P r e l h i n a r y  hear ing  .............. 
Ordinance v io l a t ion  .............. 
Appeal ........................... 
Extraordinary writ ............... 
Postconviction remedy ............ 
Sentence reviev only ............. 
Other c r imina l  ................... 

Tota l  criminal .................... 
Tra f f i c :  

DWI/DUI .......................... 
Other  t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  .......... 
Parking v io l a t ion  ................ 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ..................... 
Juvenile: 

Criminal-type of fense  ............ 
S t a t u s  of fense  ................... 
N o w f f e n s e  ...................... 
Other  juveni le  ................... 

Tota l  juveni le  .................... 
Grand t o t a l  ........................ 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N / A  = This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the data a r e  unavailable.  
X = The data  for t h i s  case type a re  known t o  he included in the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by ca tegory .  -- = Not applicable.  

acOurt j u r i sd i c t ion .  
bpa r t i cu la r  cour t  or  repor t ing  system information. 
CJudge information. 
dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 

Civil def in i t ion .  
Criminal case  u n i t  of count. 
Jury t r i a l  de f in i t i on .  
Non-jury t r i a l  de f in i t i on .  

fBeginning pending f igure  fo r  the  1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igu re  f o r  the  1977 cour t  year.  
gChange i n  pending does not  equal t he  d i f fe rence  between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions .  
hFigure was computed. 
iData a r e  not  complete. 
jExplanation of data included i n  the category. 
kAdditional information. 
1Special source or  rev is ion  in the da t a .  
mInSormation on d i spos i t i on  type or t r i a l  da ta .  
"Information on time in t e rva l  or age of pending cases da t a .  

Source : 
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ALABAMA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

~~ ~~ 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction 
- Appeals of title t o  or possession of 

land, civil law over $ lO ,oOO,  and 
equity cases 

- Certiorari review of Cour t  of Civil 
Appeals and Cour t  of Criminal 
Appeals 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

t 
Title to or 

possession of 
land, law over 

$~o,ooo, equity. 

f 
COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals in law cases under $lO,OOO. 

Appeals from administrative agencies 
(except Public Service Commission). 
Workmen’s compensation and 
domestic relations appeals. 

COURT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEALS 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in criminal 

appeal cases involving violations of 
city ordinances, habeas corpus, and 
all post conviction writs on criminal 
cases. 

- Original jurisdiction in the  issuance 
of all writs in relation to matters 
in which the court has appellate 
jurisdiction. 

Intermediate 
appellate court 

4 
Law under $10,000 

4 
Criminal 

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction I CIRCUIT COURT (38) 
112 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500 equity, 

actions of libel, slander, and 
ejectment. 

- Felonies. Misdemeanors or ordinance 
violations included within a felony 
charge. 

- luvenile appeals. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

I rn 

DISTRICT COURT (81) 
89 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000 and civil 

actions based on  unlawful detainer. 
Small claims under $500. 

- Misdemeanors. Preliminary hearings 
(can accept guilty pleas in felony 
cases not punishable by sentence of 
death). 

- Traffic 
- Juvenile 

No jury trials. 

I 

PROBATE COURT (67) 
67 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Wills, guardianship, executorship. 

Equity in administration of estates 
(counties greater than 4,000 
population). 

5 2 2 0  recorders and =I20 mayors 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations, misde- 

meanors, preliminary hearings. 

No jury trials Cour t  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 



ALABAMA SUPBEHB COURT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
October 5 ,  1977 to September 30, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
Appeals ...................................................... 0 X X 0 
Petitions for writs of certiorari granted 0 (55F - 0 ................................................. x (55)e 3811 0 

.................... X 
Total appeals g f k  

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 
Miscellaneous matters j ................................... 0 93j 93 j 0 

Total ....................................................... 0 93 93 0 

Petitions for writ of certiorari ........................... 0 248 193 (55)e 0 
Total other cases ............................................. 0 341 286 (55)e 0 

Bequests to appeal: 
- - 

Total cases ..................................................... ofk 667 (55)e 667 (55)e Ok 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion ....................... 381 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Petitions for writ of certiorari granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for 
the resulting appeal. These numbers of granted petitions for writ of certiorari are the figures appearing in the parentheses. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Data for 1977 were available for all filed cases. In 1978, data were available only for cases under submission. This difference affects 
the reported size of the pending caseload. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
The figure given for the number of appeals disposed represents the number of opinions written during the year. 
Miscellaneous matters include prisoner petitions and requests to take the Bar Exam. 

Data are given on this profile only for cases already under submission. 
All cases submitted to the court are decided within the term year. The cases pending on 9/30/78 were either not ready for submission to 

kAdditional information: 

the court or were scheduled for oral argument on the October 1978 docket. 

Source: The Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Montgomery, Alabama)(unpublished). 
Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ALABAMA COURT OP CIVIL APPEALSa 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 judges 
October 1977 to September 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

Civil: 
Cases ...................................................... 140 

Total appeals ................................................. 140 
- 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Requests to appeal ........................................... - 

Tofal other cases ............................................. 

3611 
361 

346l 
346 

155l 
155 

Total cases ..................................................... 140 361 346 155 

Other proceedings: -- ............................................. 7 9  79 

......................................... 7 9  7 9  

Rehearing requests __ 
Total other proceedings -_ 

___ - - - 
-- 

Manner of disposition1 

Written opinion ................. 229 
Dismissed ....................... 2 

Disposition of appeals1 

Opinion: 
Affirmed ............................... 163 
Reversed ............................... 51 
Affirmed in parrfreversed i n  part ...... 15 

Time interval (average weeks)] 

From filing notice of appeal to completing the record .. 8 
From completing the record to appellant's brief ........ 5 
From appellant's brief to appellee's brief ............. 4 
From appellee's brief co oral arguments ................ 6 
From oral argument to written opinion released ......... 3 
From notice of appeal to written opinion ............... 24 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = h'ot enough information is known. The case category may or  may not  be handled by the court. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Court has jurisdiction in civil appeal and appeal of administrative agency cases only. Figures for these two categories could not be 
separated for inclusion in this chart. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 

Source: The Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Montgomery, Alabama)(unpublished). Statistics are from the annual report 
These data were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the clerk of the court 
during data verification. 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CIUIIIhEhl APPEALSa 
Intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t  

5C judges 
October 1977 t o  September 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

criminal:  
Cases ...................................................... 548jk 

Total  appea ls j  ................................................ 5 4 8 1 k  
8381 
8381 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings ......................................... 
Requests to appeal: ........................................... Notice of appeal (j) (j) (j) (1) 

Tota l  other cases ............................................. 
Tota l  ca ses i  .................................................... 548ik 9121 8381 62Zik 

Manner of d i spos i t ion1  Disposit ion of cases1 

Opinion ................. 318 Affirmed ................... 466 
Without opinion ......... 301 Reversed and remanded ...... 54 
Decided en banc ......... 219 Remanded with d i rec t ions . .  .. 10 

Reversed and rendered ...... 2 
Dismissed .................. 1 2  
Pe t i t i on  denied ............ 75 
Cases decided en banc 

(o r ig ina l  proceedings) ... 219 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. 

aCourt j u r i sd i c t ion :  

'=Judge information: 

hats are  not complete: 

jExplanation of data included i n  the  category: 

The case category may or may not be handled by the cour t .  

Court has ju r i sd i c t ion  i n  c r imina l  appeal cases only. 

There a re  i n  addi t ion  three supernumerary judges assigned to  t h i s  cour t .  

Total  cases do not include pe t i t i ons  disposed of i n  the c l e rk ' s  o f f i ce  a t  the d i rec t ion  of the cour t .  

Tota l  appeals Include not ice  of appeal cases as  well  as  appeals. 
Notice of appeal cases a re  reported a s  appeals. 

Pending includes cases pending on c e r t i o r a r i  i n  the Supreme Court of Alabama and the Supreme Court of the United S ta t e s ,  cases on motions fo r  
kAddi t iona l  information : 

new t r i a l  i n  t r i a l  cour t s ,  and those i n  which appeals have not been perfected ( a l l  necessary documents f i l e d ) .  
h p e c i a l  source or rev is ion  i n  data:  

Manner of d i spos i t ion  and d ispos i t ion  of cases data were provided by the c le rk  of cour t  during data ve r i f i ca t ion .  

Source: The Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Montgomery, Alabama)(unpublished). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repor t  
except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary,  and addi t iona l  data were supplied by the c le rk  of the court  during da ta  
ve r i f i ca t ion .  
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ALABAMA CIRCUIT COURT 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

38 c i r c u i t s .  112 j udges  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 to  December 31. 1978 - - - -  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Domest ic  r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. NfA 
Other c i v i l j  ................................................... N /A - 

45,548 
24,9171 

47,013 
23,7271 

N/A 
N/A 

..................................................... T o t a l  c i v i l  NfA 70,465 70,740 N f  A 

C r i l d M l d :  - - 
................................................. T o t a l  c r i m i n a l j  N/A 23,3261 23,2733 N / A  

J u v e n i l e  : - - 
.................................................. T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  NfA 17,229 15,072 N/A 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N/A 111,090 109,085 N f  A 

T r i a l d  

Jury Non-jury Total 
Criminal .... 1 ,556  4,814 6,370 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X * The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  ca se  i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of cnunt  is  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  ind ic tmen t .  
A t r i a l  is  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  complet ion.  

End pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and beginning pending d a t a .  

O the r  c i v i l  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  law.  auto t o r t ,  and c i v i l  a p p e a l s  cases .  
Cr imina l  c a s e s  i n c l u d e  f e l o n i e s  and c r i m i n a l  appea l s .  

hF igure  was computed: 

jExp lana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  the  ca t egory :  

- 
Source:  The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of Cour t s ,  Annual Report ,  1978 (Montgomery, Alabama)(unpubl ished) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  

and unpubl ished d a t a  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  



ALABAMA DISTRICT WDRF 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

81 courts, 89 judges 
January 17, 1978 to  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending 

F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Civild: 
Small claims .................................................. 27,3911 
Other c iv i l :  

C i v i l  ....................................................... 4 ,386 l  

T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 31.7801 

Criminal% 
0 ther criminal: 

S t a t e  c r i m i n a l  .............................................. X 
Municipal  c r i m i n a l  .......................................... X 

T o t a l  ............................. : ........................... 20,5081 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 20,5081 

Traffic: 
Other traff ic  violation: 

S t a t e  t r a f f i c  ............................................... X 
Municipal  t r a f f i c  ........................................... X 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 32,6031 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 32,6031 

95,928 

40,130 

116,058 

94,225 
3,840 

98,065 

98,065 

178,825 
11,083 

189,908 

189,908 

75,746 

17,509 

93.255 

89,476 
2,739 

92,215 

92,215 

167,479 
8,524 

176.003 

176,003 

27,576h 

27,007h 

54.583h 

X 
X 

26,35Sh 

26,35Eh 

X 
X 

46,50Eh 

46,508h 

Juvenile : 
- - 

................................................. T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  2 ,7401 N f A  N f A  N / A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 87,6311 425,361i 400,452i 1 27,449hi  

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l ,  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
T h i s  c o u r t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  j u d i c i a l  a r t ic le  f o r  c o u r t  u n i f i c a t i o n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  many d i f f e r e n t  i n f e r i o r  c o u r t s .  

A c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is  the  number of de fendan t s  on the  ind ic tmen t  or  compla in t .  

End pending f i g u r e s  were computed from beg inn ing  pending, f i l e d ,  and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t s .  

The number of juvenile c a s e  f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and cases pending a t  t h e  end of t h e  yea r  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  and t h e r e f o r e  are no t  

hF igure  w a s  computed: 

iData are no t  complete:  

i n c l u d e d  i n  the  grand t o t a l  f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending f i g u r e s .  
l S p e c i a 1  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were t aken  from t h e  1977 e d i t i o n  of t h e  Alabama J u d i c i a l  System, where they a r e  g iven  a s  end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  

Source:  The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of Cour t s ,  Annual Repor t ,  1978 (Montgomery, Alabama)(unpubl ished) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  
t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r .  

excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

ALABAMA PROBATE WDRT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 courts, 67 judges 
January 1 ,  1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  P roba te  Court  i n  1978. 

ALABAnA HUNICIPAL WDRT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

329 courts; 220 recorders. 120 mayors 
January 1 .  1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Municipal  Court  i n  1978.  
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AJASKA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
Disposed pending Filed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civilj ....................................................... 268 256 225 29 7g 

Total appeals ................................................. 468 391 356 5061 
.......... ....................................... 2098 Crimimd t.. ZOO 135 131 - - - - 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 
Original applications .................................... 

Petitions for review ....................................... 
Sentence appeal ............................................ 

Total other cases ............................................. 

Bequests t o  appeal: 

Sentence review only: 

4 

43 

39 
86 
- 

27 

156 

56 
239 
- 

25 6 

136 61g 

43 
204 
- 511 

1188 
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 554 630 560 624 

Manner of dispositionm 
Reauests Sentence 

Summary disposition by order1 .... 18 9 19 106 1 153 
Dismissed by court o r  parties1 ... 102 28 1 17 11 159 
Total ............................. 225 131 25 136 43 560 

Disposition of cases 
Requests Sentence 

Original to revieu 
Civil Criminal .jurisdiction appeal e TOfal - -  

By opinion and mandate: 
Affirmed ................................ 
Reversed and remanded ................... 
Affirmed in part/reversed in part ....... 
Reversed ................................ 
Remanded ................................ 
Sentence too lenient .................... 
Bar disciplinary action ................. 
Affirmed ................................ 
Reversed ................................ 
Affirmed ................................ 
Reversed or reversed and remanded ....... 
Other ................................... 

Total dispositions on the merits ........... 
Review denied ............................. 

By memorandum opinion and judgment: 

By summary order: 

42 
26 
24 

2 
11 -- 
-- 
6 
1 

2 
8 
1 

123 ' _- 

56 2 
19 0 
7 0 
7 
5 0 

2 

5 0 
1 0 

1 
0 
2 5 

103 10 
-- 141 

-_ _ _  
-_ 

Status of pending cases (12/31/78) 

Cases awaiting 
Records Briefs Hearing Decision - -  

Appeals: 
Civil ........................ 67 78 33 97 
Criminal .................... 50 70 10 67 

Original proceedings .......... 0 5 0 1 
Requests to appeal ............ 0 14 2 40 
Sentence revieu only .......... 8 12 1 28 

8 
2 
1 
2 
0 -_ 

-- 
0 
0 

3 
12 
6 
34 
851 

Mandate 

11 
4 
0 
2 
2 

23 
2 
2 
0 
3 
1 -- 
1 
0 

0 
0 
0 
32 -- 

Stayed 

11 
8 
0 
3 
0 

13 1 
49 
34 
12 
19 
1 
2 

12 
2 

6 
20 
14 
302 
99 

Notice of auueal 

Time interval"(avera1e days) 

Civil appeal Criminal appeal Sentence review only1 

to mandate ........................................... 539 612 358 .. 
Notice of appeal to opinion publication ............................. 
Notice of appeal to certification of record ....................... 
Certification of record to completion of briefing ................. 
Completion of briefing to hearing or submission ................... 
Hearing or submission to opinion publication ...................... 
Hearing or submission to circulating draft opinion .............. 
Circulating draft opinion to publication date ................... 

Publication date to mandate ......................................... 

518h 
99 
123 
71 
225h 
126 
99 
21 

597h 
124 
173 
72 
228h 
145 
83 
15 

344 
60 
69 
6 

20gh 
130 
79 
14 

(continued on next page) 



Alaska  Supreme Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
-- Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

gChange i n  pending does no t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
During t h e  yea r  a number of c a s e s  were r e c l a s s i f i e d ,  f o r  example, a c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l  may become a s e n t e n c e  r ev iew o n l y  case, and o t h e r  cases, 

o r i g i n a l l y  improperly c l a s s i f i e d ,  a r e  c o r r e c t e d .  These t r a n s f e r e s  between case c a t e g o r i e s  accoun t  f o r  t h e  d i s c r e p e n c i e s  i n  t h e  case f low.  
hF igure  was conputed:  

" P u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e  t o  mandate" mean f i g u r e  e q u a l s  " n o t i c e  of appea l  t o  mandate" minus " n o t i c e  of appea l  t o  o p i n i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n . "  
"Hearing o r  submission t o  op in ion  p u b l i c a t i o n "  nean f i g u r e  f o r  time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  e q u a l s  t h e  "hea r ing  or submission t o  c i r c u l a t i n g  

"Notice of a p p e a l  t o  o p i n i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n "  is  t h e  sum of f o u r  major  s u b c a t e g o r i e s .  

The number of c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  f i l e d  i n c l u d e s  c r o s s  a p p e a l s  f i l e d .  
J u v e n i l e  a p p e a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  dependency are inc luded  wi th  the  c i v i l  appea l s .  
Juvenile a p p e a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  c r imina l - type  o f f e n s e s  are inc luded  w i t h  t h e  c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  ca t egory .  

The breakdown f o r  manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a ,  t h e  c o r r e c t  number of r e q u e s t  t o  a p p e a l  and o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases on which review w a s  

d r a f t  op in ion"  p l u s  " c i r c u l a t i n g  d r a f t  o p i n i o n  t o  op in ion  p u b l i c a t i o n . "  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

l S p e c i a 1  Source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

den ied ,  and time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  f o r  s e n t e n c e  review o n l y  c a s e s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
mInforrnat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

The manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  i s  a c a s e  coun t .  The 302 o p i n i o n s  and mandates i n c l u d e  some o p i n i o n s  f i l e d  i n  1977 on which mandates were n o t  
i s s u e d  u n t i l  1978. There were 237 a c t u a l  o p i n i o n s  pub l i shed  in 1978. 

nTime i n t e r v a l  o r  age  of pending d a t a :  
The a n a l y s i s  of time p e r i o d s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  was done f o r  103  c i v i l  a p p e a l s ,  93  c r i m i n a l  appea l s ,  and 31 s e n t e n c e  review o n l y  

c a s e s ,  which t o g e t h e r  comprised a l l  c a s e s  c l o s e d  by op in ion  and mandate du r ing  1978. 

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour t s ,  Alaska Court  System, 1978 Annual Report  (Anchorage, Alaska:  
Report of t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  Supreme Court  e n t i t l e d  "Supreme Court  A c t i v i t y  1978." 
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and r e v i s i o n s  and a d d i t i o n s  were made du r ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  

1979);  and t h e  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  and c l e r k ' s  memo 

C O U K t .  

ALASKA SUPEslOR ODWT 
Court  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
4 d i s t r i c t s ,  10 c o u r t s ,  20 judges 

J a n u a r y  1. 1978  t o  December 31, 1978  - 
Pend ing  

Beginning 
pending 

C h i l d :  
T o r t :  

Con t rac t :  

Rea l  p rope r ty  r i g h t s :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

C i v i l  damage ................................................. 
Debts ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  and n o t e s  .................................. 
Housing, r e a l  e s t a t e  ......................................... 
Marr i age  d i s s o l u t i o n :  

Divorce .................................................... 
D i s s o l u t i o n  of mar r i age  .................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
R e c i p f o c a l  s u p p o r t  ......................................... 
Other J . .  .................................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Suppor t l cus tody :  

E s t a t e :  
Probate/willslintestate: 

E s t a t e s  .................................................... 
P r o b a t e  wa ive r  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Guard iansh ip  ............................................... 
P r o t e c t i v e  ................................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Other  e s t a t e  ................................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
S a n i t y  ....................................................... 
Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

Guardianshiplconservatorahipltn~steeship: 

Mental  h e a l t h :  

Appeal: 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r ev iew ...................................... 
Other  c i v i l  .................................................. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

O t h e r  c l v i l :  
X 

X - 
12,089f 

921 

1 ,415  

347 

2,423 
1,915 
4,338 

1 ,052  
278 

1 ,330  
559 

6,227 

618 
75 
6 93 

1 5  
136 
151 

7 
851 

359 

206 

- 1,044 

11.370 

X 

X 

10,300 

- 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X - 
13,1598 

( con t inued  on n e x t  page)  



Alaska  S u p e r i o r  Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Criminald:  
Fe lony  ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Appeal: 

From Dis t r i c t  Court  .......................................... 
To Supreme Court  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
P r o b a t i o n  r e v o c a t i o n  ......................................... 
Other  ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

Other criminal : 

410f 
N f A  

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N /  A 

N/A 
410fi  

778 
96 

104 
47 

151 

116 
49 

165 - 
1.190 

905 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

1.145 

- 

2838 
N f  A 

N f A  
N f A  
N f A  

N f  A 
N f A  

N/A 
283 

Juvenile: 
Criminal- type o f f ense :  

O t h e r  j u v e n i l e :  
Del inquency .................................................. N f A  1.153h X N/A 

C h i l d  i n  need of a i d  ......................................... N / A  143h X 2 - - 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N f A  1 ,296 1 ,063  N/  A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 12,49gfi  13,856 12,508 13,442i 

__ 
C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  

J u r y  Non-jury Total - 
C i v i l :  0 t h e r  c i v i  lm 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s m . .  . - 180 180 D e f a u l t  ......... 532 
Othe r  c i v i l "  .......... 36 128 164 Withdrawn ....... 1,188 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ........... 36 308 344 Judgment ........ 300 
C r i m i n a l  ( f e lony)  ...... 156 10  166 Dismissed ....... 987 

Grand t o t a l  .............. 192 318 510 

Age of pending casesn 12/31/78 (days )  

Average Median 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s m .  .. 481 365 
F roba tem .............. 821 603 
Other  c i v i l  .......... 564 424 
Felony ............... 257 188 

C r i m i n a l  ( f e lony)  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Befo re  J u r y  Non- j u r y  
t r i a l  t r i a l  t r i a l  T o t a l  - - ~ -  

G u i l t y  ( c o n v i c t e d )  .......... -- 100 8 1 0 8  
G u i l t y  p l e a  ................. 416 4 0 420 
A c q u i t t a l  ................... -- 42 2 44 
Mistrial w i t h  d i s m i s s a l  ..... -- 1 0  
Dismissed 223 0 
Change of venue 25 0 
Complaint withdrawn ......... 75 0 0 75 

0 10  
0 223 
0 25 

................... ............. 

Time i n t e r v a l  ( d a y s )  

0 t o  30 31 t o  60 61  t o  90 91  t o  120 121 t o  180 181 t o  365 366 t o  730 Over 
Age a t  d i spos i t i on" :  Average Median +&- days days days days days 730 days 

Domestic r e l a t ionsm. .  . 192 71 2,139 608 382 451 747 572 333 
P roba tem .............. 541 115 NIA N / A  NIA N f  A N f A  N f A  N / A  N/A 
O the r  c i v i l  .......... 411 269 3 10 286 207 129 251 507 774 543 
Fe lony  ............... 215 91 NIA N/A NIA N / A  N / A  N/A N f A  N / A  

Age of pending c a s e s  (12 /31 /78) (days )  

Under 90 9 1  t o  180 181 t o  365 366 t o  545 546 t o  730 731 t o  910 911 t o  1 ,095 Over 1 ,095 
days days  days  days days days  days days _ _ _ _ _ _  

Domestic re la t ionsm.. . . . . . . . . . .  896 546 692 544 382 288 280 488 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  -- 5 Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

*Case d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  c a n p l a i n t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of i nd ic tmen t s  o r  compla in t s .  Some occur  a f t e r  p re l imina ry  hea r ings  i n  Distr ic t  Court .  
A t r i a l  is  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  judgment. 

F i g u r e s  are as g i v e n  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

F i g u r e s  are as g i v e n  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

The j w e n i l e  f i l i n g  f i g u r e  f o r  each  c a t e g o r y  was c a l c u l a t e d  by m u l t i p l y i n g  t h e  p e r c e n t  of formal  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  each ca t egory  by t h e  t o t a l  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does not  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

gChange i n  pending does no t  equa l  the  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

b i g u r e  w a s  canputed:  

number of fo rma l  p e t i t i o n s .  
hats are no t  complete:  

C r h i n a l  t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  on ly  f e l o n y  cases .  
Grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  only c h i 1  and f e l o n y  cases. 

The s t a t e  annua l  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  d m e s t i c  relations "o the r "  cases a r e  r e c i p r o c a l  suppor t  ca ses .  

The "domest ic  r e l a t i o n s "  c a t e g o r y  does no t  i n c l u d e  adoption cases. 
The "p roba te"  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  a l l  estate, men ta l  h e a l t h ,  and a d o p t i o o  cases .  
The "o the r  c i v i l "  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  tort. c o n t r a c t .  real p r o p e r t y  rights, appeal, and other c i v i l  ca ses .  

Age a t  d i s p o s i t i o n  and age  of pending d a t a  are g i v e n  f o r  t h e  fo l lowing  c a t e g o r i e s  a s  l i s t e d  i n  the annua l  r e p o r t :  

k x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  disposition type  o r  t r ia l  data: 

"Time i n t e r v a l  o r  age  of pending d a t a :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  -- d i v o r c e ,  d i s s o l u t i o n  of mar r i age ,  and o t h e r .  
P r o b a t e  -- estates, g u a r d i a n s h i p ,  p r o b a t e  wa ive r ,  p r o t e c t i v e ,  o t h e r ,  adop t ion ,  and s a n i t y .  
O t h e r  c i v i l  -- c i v i l  damage; d e b t s ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  and n o t e s ;  housing,  real estate; a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  review; and o t h e r .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  Alaska Cour t  System, 1978 Annual Report  (Anchorage, A l a s k a :  1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  t h e  
annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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ALASKA DISTRICT COWT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1. 1978 to December 31, 1978 
4 districts, 21 courts, 17 judges 

End 
Disposed pending Beginning pending Filed 

Civild: 
Tort: 

Contract: 
Civil damage ................................................. X 435 

Debt, contract, and notes .................................... X 2,836 
Smal l  claims ................................................... 5,050f 7,948 

Other ........................................................ X 1,073 
0 ther civil: 

___ 

X X 

X X 
6,261 6,737 

X X - 
Totel civil ..................................................... 9,477f 12,292 9,569 12,200 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor .................................................... X 13,479 

Other criminal ................................................. NIA 2,775 

Preliminary hearing: 
Felony ....................................................... 510f 1,451 

- 

X 

1,307 
X 

X 

654 
N/A 

Total criminal .................................................. xi 17,705 X xi 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 
Hisdemeanor traffic .......................................... X 
Other criminal--traffic on formal complaint .................. N/A 
Other traffic ................................................ N/A 
Total ......................................................... NJA - 

6,512 
267 

78,627 
85,406 

X 
X 

77,536 
X 

X 
N/A 
NIA 

Total traffic ................................................... xi 85,406 X 

Grand total ...................................................... 14,767fi 115,403 111,411 17,2548i 

* 
civil: 

SMll ClaflJlS ....... 
ALL other civil .. 14 
Total ............. 14 
Criminal: 
Misdemeanorm ..... 749 

Trafficm ........... -- 
Grand total ......... 763 

Age at disposition: 
Civil: 

m d m  

Non- jury 

658 
195 
853 

509 
925 

2,287 

Civil dispositionsm 
Total - 

Default .................... 1,411 

209 Judgment ................... 360 
658 Withdrawn .................. 1,079 

CrimiMl dispositions 

Misdemeanor"' 
Before Jury Non-jury 
trial trial trial --- 

867 Dismissal .................. 458 Guilty (convicted) ....... -- 473 426 

1,258 Traffic dispositionsm 
92 5 

3,050 Guilty at non-jury trial ... 501 
Guilty plea ................ 12,156 
Waiver at counter .......... 38,974 
Mail i n  b a i l  ............... 12,132 
No shows 

(closed statistically) ... 4,944 
Case dismissed before first 
appearance and change of 
venue .................... 7,904 

. .  
Guilty plea .............. 11,348 
Acquittal ................ -- 
Mistrial with dismissal .. -- 
Change of venue .......... 875 
Complaint withdrawn ...... 709 
Dismissed ................ 5,598 
Reduced to misdemeanor ... -- 
Superceded by indictment . -- 
Held t o  answer ........... -- 

Preliminary 
hearing -- 

-- 
-- 
-- 
67 
457 
325 
128 
330 

Time interval (days) 

1 to 30 31 t o  60 61 to 90 91 to 120 121 to 180 181 to 365 366 to 730 Over 730 
Average Median days days days days days days days days 

Small claims .......... 182 88 1,185 1,521 863 654 
All other civil ....... 232 123 430 660 354 236 

Misdemeanorm .......... 50 7 11,326 2,061 1,703 1,232 

Trafficn ................ 231 194 NIA N/A N/A NIA 

Criminal : 

Preliminary hearing ... 55 16 1,024 121 35 40 

Age of pending cases 12/31/78 (days) 

Under 91 to Under 121 to 180 181 to 365 

517 
314 

865 
24 
N/A 

66 to 4 

538 
594 

724 
20 
N/A 

546 to 730 

703 
516 

562 
33 
N/A 

280 
204 

304 
10 

NIA 

to 91 
Over 

911 to 1,095 
Average Median 90 days 180 days 121 days days days days days days 1,095 days A a E  

civil: 
Small claims .......... 452 370 1,459 1,001 N/A N/A 1,369 7 82 663 138 660 665 
All other civil ....... 474 346 897 651 NIA N/A 1,044 753 539 452 567 560 

Misdemeanor ........... 244 209 N/A NJA 1,194 388 876 1,045 297 0 0 0 
Preliminary hearing ... 254 229 N/A N/A 220 80 146 142 66 0 0 0 

Criminal: 

(continued on next page) 



Alaska  District Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-- - Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of i nd ic tmen t s  or  compla in t s .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  judgment. 

F i g u r e s  are as g iven  in t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  The end pending f i g u r e  f o r  p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g s  does  not  i n c l u d e  those  c a s e s  o u t  on war ran t s .  

Grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  a l l  d a t a  excep t  o t h e r  criminal, o t h e r  c r i m i n a l - - t r a f f i c  i n fo rma l  compla in t ,  and o t h e r  t r a f f i c  cases. 

Civil d i s p o s i t i o n  type d a t a  do no t  i n c l u d e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  of small claim cases .  
Misdemeanor d i s p o s i t i o n  and t r i a l  data i n c l u d e  misdemeanor t r a f f i c  cases. 
T r a f f i c  t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  o n l y  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  t r a f f i c  cases. 

Misdemeanor age  a t  d i s p o s i t i o n  is measured from f i r s t  appearance t o  d i s m i s s a l ,  a c q u i t t a l ,  or s en tenc ing .  
The misdemeanor c a t e g o r y  f o r  t i m e  i n t e r v a l  and age  of pending d a t a  i n c l u d e s  misdemeanor t r a f f i c  cases .  
T r a f f i c  t i m e  i n t e r v a l  d a t a  o n l y  i n c l u d e  " o t h e r  t r a f f i c "  cases .  
Age of pending cases d a t a  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  " a l l  o t h e r  c i v i l "  c a s e s  i n  t h e  same time pe r iod  breakdowns as were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

gChange i n  pending does no t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

hats are no t  complete:  

W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

"Time i n t e r v a l  o r  age  of pending d a t a :  

c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour t s ,  Alaska Court  System, 1978 Annual Report  (Anchorage, Alaska:  1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from 
t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

ALASKA WISTBATZS DDUBT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

Ja rmary  1. 1978 to  December 31, 1978 
4 d i s t r i c t s ,  56 courts, 53 pa r t - t ime  and 22 a c t i n g  m g i s t r a t e s  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  - - - - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 239 179 NIA 

Cr imina ld  : 
Uisdemeanor .................................................... N I A  
P r e l i m i n a r y  hea r ing :  

Fe lony  ....................................................... N I A  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N/A 

1,232 

137 

1 ,369  

- 
1,195 N I A  

N/A 

1,298 NIA 
- - 103 

T r a f f i c :  - - - - 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N / A  1 ,140 1,128 N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N / A  2.748 2,605 NIA 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - T h i s  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i r  of count :  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of i n d i c t m e n t s  or compla in t s .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour t s ,  Alaska Cour t  System, 1978 Annual Report  (Anchorage, Alaska: 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  
annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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Deatl 
Life imF 

ARIZONA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

nalty. 
Inment 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in all 

actions in the state’s court system ex- 
cept those arising in justice and police 
courts. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in  cases betweer 
counties. 

I 

COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All actions and proceedings originat- 

ing in or permitted by law to be ap- 
pealed from the Superior Court. 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
76 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil actions 

over $500. Exclusive probate and I domestic relations jukdiction. Ap- 
pellate jurisdiction over various state 
administrative agencies. 

misdemeanor. 
- Original jurisdiction in felony, 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo and appeals on the 

record. 

I Jury  trials. 

JUSTICES OF 
THE PEACE (84) 
8 4  judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000. 
- Misdemeanors and criminal offenses 

with fine less than $300 or sen- 
tence under 6 months. Preliminary 
hearings. 

Jury trials. 

92 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors and criminal offenses 

with fine less than $300 or sen- 
tence under 6 months. 

Jury trials. I 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court  of 
general 

jurisdiction ! 
Courts of 

limited 
iurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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ARIZONA SUPREME OUET 
Cour t  of last resort 

5 justices 
January  1, 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

1____ - 
End 

pending 
F i l e d j  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases:  
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
criminal ..................................................... 
Delayed appea ls  .............................................. 

T o t a l  appea ls3  ................................................ 
Other c a s e s :  
Original proceedings : 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
S p e c i a l  a c t i o n s j  ......................................... 
Bar m a t t e r s  .............................................. 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  rev iewj  .................................... 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  ............................................. 

23 
45 
1 
69 
- 

6 
20 
4 
66 
96 

96 

- 

65k 
122k 
5k 

--is 

26 
166 
63 
664 
919 

919 

- 

52 
108 

1 
161 
- 

28 
160 
61 
655 
904 

904 

36 
59 
5 

100 
- 

4 
26 
6 
75 
111 

111 

- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 

Other  proceedings: 
Other m a t t e r s :  

Miscellaneous ................................................ 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

165 

4 

4 

- 

1,111 1,065 

60 58 

60 58 

- - 

Manner of D i s p o s i t i o n  

Appeals 
O r i g i n a l  Other 

C i v i l  Cr imina l  Delayed j u r i s d i c t i o n  m a t t e r s  T o t a l  __- 
W r i t t e n  opin ion  ........................ 35 68 1 104 56 0 160 
Memorandum d e c i s i o n  .................... 9 34 0 43 2 3 48 

opin ion  .............................. 8 6 0 14 846 55 915 
Terminated without w r i t t e n  

2 1 1  

6 

6 

- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  included i n  the  ca tegory :  
Appeals ( c i v i l ,  c r i m i n a l ,  and de layed)  i n c l u d e  cases  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  from t h e  Arizona Court of Appeals. One hundred s i x t y  appea ls  were 

S p e c i a l  a c t i o n s  i n c l u d e  mandamus, p r o b i b i t i o n ,  and quo warranto c a s e s .  
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  review a r e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  review of Court of Appeals cases  (or p o r t i o n s  t h e r e o f )  t h a t  a r e  heard as a m a t t e r  of r i g h t .  They a r e  

t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  Court  of Appeals dur ing  1978. 

not  n e c e s s a r i l y  processed as a r e g u l a r  appeal. 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court ,  The Arizona Cour ts ,  1978 Annual J u d i c i a l  Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  
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ARIZONA COURT OF APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  court 

2 d i v i s i o n s ,  1 2  j u d g e s  
January 1, 1 9 7 8  to December 31, 1 9 7 8  

End 
pend ing  D i s p o s e d j  Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appea l s  : 

C i v i l  ....................................................... 596f 697 674 619 
C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... 708f 952 1,012 648 
Delayed a p p e a l s  .............................................. 0 0 0 0 

I n d u s t r i a l  Commission ...................................... 184 216 275 125  
J u v e n i l e k  .................................................... 7 f  35 30 1 2  

T o t a l  a p p e a l s ]  ................................................ 1,495f 1 ,900  1 ,991  1 ,404  

Appeal  of administrative agency  case: 

__ - __ 

O t h e r  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  p roceed ings :  

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas co rpus  ............................................ 
S p e c i a l  a c t i o n s j  ......................................... 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  r ev iew- -pos t conv ic t ion  ..................... 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. - 

0 
7 

2 6 f l  
33f 

33f 

4 
177 

283 
283 

1021 

2 
170 

661 
238 
238 

2 
14 
621 
78 
78 
- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 1,528 2,183 2,229 1 ,482  

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Appea l s  
O r i e i d  - 

C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  Delayed Agency J u v e n i l e  T o t a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  -___-  
W r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  .......................... 207 116 0 34 15  380 

Terminated wi thou t  o p i n i o n  ............... 238 311 0 84 204 843  
T r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Supreme Court  ............. 54 109 0 0 0 163 0 163 

8 365 ............................... 19 843  Memorandum 175 476 0 157 16 824 
6 639 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does not  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  
These d i f f e r e n c e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  s t a r t i n g  i n  1978, p o s t c o n v i c t i o n  c a s e s  were s e p a r a t e d  from c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s ,  and j u v e n i l e  

a p p e a l s  i n  t h e  second d i v i s i o n  were s e p a r a t e d  from c i v i l  a p p e a l s .  T o t a l  c a s e s  r e p o r t e d  f o r  1977 and 1978 were n o t  a f f e c t e d .  
JExp lana t  i o n  of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  

Appea l s  f i l e d  ( c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l )  a r e  n e t  f i g u r e s  a f t e r  a p p e a l s  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  a r e  added.  
Appeals  d i sposed  ( c i v i l  and criminal) i n c l u d e  a p p e a l s  t r a n s f e r r e d  ou t  and a p p e a l s  d i sposed  by t h e  c o u r t .  
S p e c i a l  a c t i o n s  i n c l u d e  mandamus, p r o h i b i t i o n ,  and quo war ran to  cases .  

J u v e n i l e  a p p e a l s  were coun ted  s e p a r a t e l y  by D i v i s i o n  2 of t h e  Court  of Appeals  s t a r t i n g  i n  1978. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  time, they had been inc luded  
kAddi t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n :  

i n  wi th  c i v i l  a p p e a l s .  
l S p e c i a 1  s o u r c e  or r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

These d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source:  Arizona Supreme C o u r t ,  The Arizona C o u r t s ,  1978 Annual J u d i c i a l  Repor t  (Phoenix,  Arizona:  1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  
d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

ARIZONA SUPERIOR COURT 
C o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

14 counties, 76 judges 
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 to December 31, 1978  

P P  

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pend ing  

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

c i v i l ]  ....................................................... 
Domest ic  relations: 

Suppor t l cus tody :  
R e c i p r o c a l  suppor t  ......................................... 

Adoption ..................................................... 
Other domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 
Modify d e c r e e k  ............................................. 
F o r e i g n  d e c r e e k  ............................................ 
Contempt on lyk  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Estate: 
Probatelwillslintestate: 

P r o b a t e  .................................................... 
Appeal  ......................................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Mental h e a l t h j  ................................................. 

27,729f 

7,365f 
1 ,533i  

11 ,114fk  
89 
56 
47 

11,306 
2 0 , 2 0 4 f i  

28,758f 
N / A  

(j) 

76,691fi  

29,917 

7,581 
1 ,064i 

25,856 
1,490 

210 
5,562 

33,118 
41 ,763 i  

7 ,907 
W A  
(j) 

79,587i 

27.695 

6,262 
881i 

24,171 
1 ,461  

119 
5,364 

31,115 
38,25ai  

8 ,007  
698 

(j) 

74,65Mi 

29,951 

8 ,684  
1 , 7 1 6 i  

12,799 
118 
147 
245 

13 ,309  
23.709i  

28,658 
N / A  

(j) 

82,31Mi 

( c o n t i n u e d  on nex t  page)  
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Arizona Super ior  Court (cont inued)  
Cr in ina ld :  ......................................................... Felony 4,891 10,390 10,009 5,272 

Misdemeanor 288f 568 600 256 
Appeal 545 2,290 2,384 451 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy: 

Pos tconvic t ion  r e l i e f  ........................................ 20 624 542 102 

U n c l a s s i f i e d j  ................................................ 22 133 136 19 

T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. 5,766 14,005 13,671 6,100 

................................................... ......................................................... 

Other  Criminal: 
- - - - 

J u v e n i l e  : 
Non-offense: 

J u v e n i l e  dependency ........................................... 240i 1,207i 1, 177i 270i 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 2401 1,2071 1,1771 270i 

- - 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 82,697f i  94,7991 89,506i 88,6881 

Jury 
civil: 

Law ....................... 527 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Suppor t lcus tody  ......... 0 
Adoption ................ 0 
[Other d m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  4 

T o t a l  .................... 4 
E s t a t e :  

P r o b a t e l w i l l s l i n t e s t a t e  . 0 
M e n t a l  h e a l t h  ............. 0 

T o t a l  ...................... 531 

Felony .................... 800 
Misdemeanor ............... 1 3  
Appeal .................... 19 
Other c r i m i n a l  ............ 3 

T o t a l  ...................... 835 
Grand t o t a l  ................. 1,366 

C r i m i n a l :  

T r i a l d  

Non- j u r y  

1,631 

0 
0 

3,761 
3,761 

0 
0 

5,392 

108 
9 

623 
3 

743 
6,135 

T o t a l  

2,158 

0 
0 

3,765 
3,765 

0 
0 

5,923 

908 
22 

642 
6 

1,578 
7,501 

- 
Criminal d i spos i t ionsm 

Pelony Misdemeanor 
J u r y  t r ia l :  

Non- j u r y  t r i a l :  
Gui l ty  p l e a  ......... 37m 0 

Gui l ty  p lea  ......... 9m 0 
Plea  .................. 6,718 382 
Dismissed/nol pros .... 1,839 130 
Transfer  ou t  .......... 107 17 
Other d i s m i s s a l s  ...... 280 31 
Otherwise removed ..... 157 18 
Affirmed 0 0 
Reversed .............. 0 0 

.............. 

Appeal 

0 

0 
59 

344 
253 
177 
635 
218 

56 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  

Other  
Support/  d a n e s t i c  mental  

Lau custody Adoption relations T o t a l  E s t a t e  health T o t a l  
Defaul t  hear ing  .... 5,664 0 0 14,288 19,952 - 0 0 19,952 
Dismissals ......... 4,233 0 0 3,306 7,539 0 0 7,539 
Transfer  out ....... 360 361 0 56 777 0 0 777 

6981 9,586 F i n a l  order  ........ 0 0 8811 0 881 8,007 
Otherwise removed .. 14,772l  5,901 0 2,756 23,429 0 0 23,429 
A r b i t r a t i o n  ........ 508 0 0 0 508 0 0 508 

Other  
c r i m i n a l  

0 

0 
10 
19 
6 
9 

86 
0 
0 

T o t a l  - 
3 7m 

9m 
7,169 
2,332 

383 
497 
896 
2 18 

56 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA - This case  type  is handled by the  c o u r t  but the  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case  is  counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is the  number of defendants  on t h e  informat ion  or  ind ic tment .  
A j u r y  t r ia l  is counted when the v o i r  d i r e  examination of t h e  panel begins.  
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted when the  f i r s t  wi tness  is sworn. 

A case load  inventory  was conducted i n  the  Super ior  Court dur ing  January ,  1978. Adjustments, based on the  f i n d i n g s  of the inventory ,  were 
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 c o u r t  year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year .  

made t o  t h e  beginning pending f i g u r e s  repor ted  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year.  
iData a r e  not  complete: 

Adoption and domestic r e l a t i o n s  f i g u r e s  do not  inc lude  adopt ion  d a t a  f o r  Maricopa County. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  adopt ion  d a t a  from Maricopa County. 
Juvenile and grand t o t a l  f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and pending d a t a  do not inc lude  j u v e n i l e  d a t a  from Maricopa o r  Yuma Counties. 

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  included i n  t h e  category: 
F i l i n g s  inc lude  cases  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n .  
D i s p o s i t i o n s  inc lude  cases  t r a n s f e r r e d  out .  
C i v i l  c a s e s  inc lude  prayer  under $1.000, a u t o  t o r t ,  mn-auto tort ,  c o n t r a c t .  eminent domain, u n c l a s s i f i e d  c i v i l ,  and appea l  cases.  
&tal h e a l t h  cases  disposed a r e  t h e  number of c i v i l  (395) and cr imina l  (303) mental h e a l t h  hear ings  he ld .  
C i v i l  appea ls  are included wi th  d a t a  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t h e  law ca tegory .  
U n c l a s s i f i e d  c r i m i n a l  cases  a r e  o f f e n s e s  which do not  come under any of the  o t h e r  c r imina l  case  c a t e g o r i e s  l i s t e d ,  f o r  example, peace bond 

complaints.  
kAddi t iona l  information: 

P r i o r  t o  1978, t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  "modify decree ,"  " fore ign  decree ,"  and "contempt only" were included i n  t h e  domestic r e l a t i o n s  s t a t i s t i c s .  
I n  1978, t h e s e  d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  s e p a r a t e l y ,  and a r e  so disp layed  on t h i s  c o u r t  p r o f i l e .  This change is  p a r t l y  respons ib le  f o r  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  between the  repor ted  1977 end pending f i g u r e  and the  1978 beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  domestic r e l a t i o n s  category. 

l S p e c i a l  source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  da ta :  

mInformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or  t r i a l  d a t a :  
These c o r r e c t i o n s  were suppl ied  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of the cour t  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

G u i l t y  p l e a s  obta ined  dur ing  a t r i a l  t h a t  a r e  l i s t e d  under c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  a l r e a d y  included w i t h i n  t h e  t r i a l  d a t a .  

Source: Arizona Supreme Court ,  The Arizona Cour ts ,  1978 Annual J u d i c i a l  Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the repor t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and c o r r e c t i o n s  were suppl ied  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of the  cour t  during d a t a  
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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ARIZONA JUSTICE OF THE PEACE CDUBT’ 
Cour t  of l imi ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 4  courts. 8 4  judges  
Janua ry  1. 1978  t o  December 31. 1978  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C h i l d :  - - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 22,9811 39,043i 38,008i 24,0161 

Misdemeanor .................................................... 2 ,891i 2O,36Zi 1B,042i 5,211i 
P r e l i m i n a r y  hearing ............................................ 2,1541 15,8831 15,1461 2,8911 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 5,0451 36,245i 33,1881 8 , 1 O Z i  

C r imina ld  : 

- 

T r a f f i c :  - 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 32,8611 224,2281 202,107i  

- 
54,9821 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 60,8871 299,5161 273,3031 87, l O O i  

Age of pending c a s e s  (12 /31 /78)  

Under Under Under All o t h e r  
20 days 150 days 1 yea r  c a s e s  

C i v i l  .................. N/A N/A 13,7581 5,35Zi 

Misdemeanor .......... N / A  2 ,mi X 2,3701 
P r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  .. 578 X X 2,3121 

T r a f f i c i  ............... N/A 36,4021 X 18,5801 

Cr imina l :  

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIB = This  case  type  i s  handled by the  c o u r t  but  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X .= The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of d e f e n d a n t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  or compla in t .  

No d a t a  were r e p o r t e d  f o r  Bagdad, Colorado,  Duncan, E l roy ,  Pa tagon ia ,  o r  S t a n f i e l d  P r e c i n c t s .  
T r a f f i c  f i g u r e s  do no t  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  Phoenix P r e c i n c t .  
C i v i l  d a t a  f o r  age  of pending c a s e s  do no t  i c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  o r  Northwest  Phoenix P r e c i n c t s .  

hats a r e  no t  complete:  

Source:  Arizona Supreme Cour t ,  The Arizona Cour t s ,  1978 Annual J u d i c i a l  Report  (Phoenix,  Arizona:  1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annua l  r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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AiUZON4 IILRIICIPAL COUBTbi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

71 courts, 92 magistrates 
January 1. 1978 ,to December 31, 1978 

pending pending 
Cripinald: 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 20,4421 53,9721 47,9881 26,4261 

Total criminal .................................................. 20,4421 53,97Zi 47,9881. 26,426i 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 175,8711 489,821i 486,9911 178,7011 

Grand total ...................................................... 196,3131 543,1931 534,9791 205,127i 

Non-jury Total 
Crininal ........... 251 7,493 7,744 
Traffic ............ 1.429 25.636 27.065 
Total ............... i;680 33;129 34;aog 

Criminal dispositionsi 

Transferred out ....................... 593 
Plea and/or bond forfeiture ........... 31,916 
Dismissed ............................. 1,498 
Out of jurisdiction ................... 237 

Traffic dispositionsi 

Transferred out .................... 43,967 
Plea and/or bond forfeiture ........ 353,192 
Plea to leser charge ............... 5,128 
Dismissed .......................... 56,032 
Out of jurisdiction ................ 1,607 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

bparticular court OK information system information: 

dCase definition or unit of count. 

hats are not complete: 
hformation on data include in the category: 

The former name for this court was the Arizona City Magistrates Court. 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 

No information was available for the following municipal courts: ,Eagar, Kingman, Oro Valley, Patagonia, and Peoria. 

Filed cases also include cases transferred in. 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1978 Annual Judicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. - 
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CIRCUIT COURT (19) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction 
- Civil cases over $100. 
- Original jurisdiction in criminal 

Hears appeal de novo. 
' - juvenile. 

ARKANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over cases 

from Circuit, Chancery and Probate 
Courts. 

~~ 

COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS (12) 
county judges serve 
Jurisdiction varies: 
-Contracts and other civil matters 
under $1.000 not involving title to 
property. 

Jury trials t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (116) 
107 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract under $300. Property 

recovery under $300. Property 
damage under$l00 

- Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors. 

I 

I I 

POLICE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
jurisdiction: 
-Civil cases under $300. 
-Misdemeanors and city ordinance 
violations. 

No jury trials. 1 

CHANCERY AND 
PROBATE COURT (18) 
27 iudges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Courts of equity (land disputes.. 
domestic relations, etc.) Hears 
probate matters and adoptions. 

No iurv trial 

I COUNTY COURT (75) 
75 judges 
51  juvenile referees 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in county taxes, 

county expenditures, and claims 
against county. Bastardy proceedings 

- Juvenile. 

No iurv trial. 

+- 

JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE COURT ( 2 )  
2 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract under $300. Property 

recovery under $300. Property 
damage under $100. 

- Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors 

Six-man jury trials. 

CITY COURT(io3) 
90 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under $300. 
- Misdemeanors and city ordinance 

~ violations. 

No jury trials. 

Court  of 
last 

resort 1 
Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 



151 

ARKANSAS SUPBglIE 0DUP.T 
Cour t  of last resort 

7 j u s t i c e s  
January  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending 

F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

c i v i l :  
Law ........................................................ 
Equi ty  ..................................................... 
Probate  .................................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
C a p i t a l  .................................................... 
Other f e l o n y  ............................................... 
Misdemeanor ................................................ 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  ............................................. 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 

C r i m i n a l :  

P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy: 

Other c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
c i v i l :  

Habeas corpus .......................................... 
Mandamus ............................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ............................................ 
C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................. 
Other p e t i t i o n s  ........................................ 

T o t a l  ................................................... 
Habeas corpus .......................................... 
Mandamus ............................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ............................................ 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  ......................................... 
C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................. 
Other p e t i t i o n s  ........................................ 

T o t a l  ................................................... 
T o t a l  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  ............................................. 

Criminal:  

151 
103 

9 
263 

5 
49 

6 
60 

11 
334 
- 

0 
0 
5 
0 
3f 
8f 

0 
3 
2f 
2f 

If 
8f 

0 

16 
16 
- 

144 
155 

19 
318 

1 2  
158 

11 
181 

17 
516 
- 

0 
5 

12 
8 

11 
36 

0 
5 
9 
4 
4 

10 
32 
68  
6 8  
- 

219 
178 
13 

410 

9 
136 

1 0  
155 

20 
585 
- 

0 
4 

15 
8 

12 
39 

0 
8 
7 
5 
4 
9 

33 
72 
72 

__ 

76 
80  
1 5  

171  

8 
7 1  

7 
86  

8 
265 
- 

0 
1 
2 
0 
2 
5 

0 
0 
4 
1 
0 
2 
7 

12 
1 2  

~ 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
Other mat te rs :  

Motions (exc luding  ex tens ion  of t ime) ........................ 
Motions f o r  e x t e n s i o n  of time ................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  opin ion  ( m a j o r i t y )  .... 539m 
P e r  curiam .................... 16 

Time i n t e r v a l s "  (average  days)  

C i v i l  - 
Record f i l i n g  t o  submission ...... 155.38 
Submission t o  d e c i s i o n  ........... 17.78 
Record f i l i n g  t o  d e c i s i o n  ........ 173.16 
Average number of days case  con- 

t inued  on motion of a p p e l l a t e  .. 11.28 
Average number of days case  con- 

t inued  on motion of a p p e l l e e  ... 4.09 

350f 584 

9f 

Of 

35f 

26f 

26f 

136 

292 

1 ,144  
852 

1 ,280  

- 

Crimina l  
and post-  
c o n v i c t i o n  

remedy 

123.54 
26.55 

150.09 

26.35 

1.46 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of c a s e s  

657 

131  

282 
852 

1,134 

1 ,265  

- 

C i v i l  - 
Appeals : 

Affirmed : 
Affirmed ............................... 
Affirmed a s  modified o r  on c o n d i t i o n  ... 

T o t a l  ................................... 
Reversed ............................... 
Affirmed i n  p a r t ,  reversed  i n  p a r t  ..... 
Reversed and dismissed ................. 
Reversed wi th  d i r e c t i o n s  ............... 

T o t a l  ................................... 
Reversed and remanded .................... 
Remanded ................................. 
Dismissed: 

Dismissed with opin ion  ................. 
Dismissed without op in ion  .............. 

T o t a l  ................................... 
P e t i t i o n s  gran ted  ........................ 
P e t i t i o n s  denied ......................... 

Reversed : 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

232 
20 

252 

19 
15  
16 
0 

50 
64 
1 

5 
38 
43  

20 
106 

Cr imina l  

109 
1 

110 

3 
3 
3 
0 
9 

28 
1 

1 
6 
7 

1 3  
59 

POS t- 
c o n v i c t i o n  

13 
0 

1 3  

1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
6 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
5 

277 

1 4  

36 
0 

36 

50 

- 

T o t a l  - 

354 
21  

375 

23 
18 
19 
0 

60 
98  

2 

6 
44 
5 0  

33 
170 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This  case  type is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  the  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year  does not  equal  the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 cour t  year:  

mInformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or  t r i a l  da ta :  
F i g u r e s  a r e  as given i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

There  were 65  d i s s e n t i n g ,  24 concurr ing ,  and 6 d i s s e n t i n g  i n  p a r t  and concurr ing  i n  p a r t  op in ions  f i l e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  539 major i ty  
opin ions  f i l e d .  

"Information on t i m e  i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending c a s e s  d a t a :  
The time i n t e r v a l  data a r e  based on a survey  of 389 c i v i l  a p p e a l s  and 1 5 3  criminal and p o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy appea ls  decided by t h e  Supreme 

Court  dur ing  1978. 
Source: Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department, Four teenth  Annual Repor t ,  1978 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas).  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  

from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  
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AEKANSAS CIRCUIT ODIJRT 
Cour t  of  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

19  circuits. 29 Judges 
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
L a d  : 

c iv i l  ........................................................ 1 7 , 6 9 1 f j  24,4083 20,253j  ........................................................ (j) (j) Appeals  0 
21,8463 
3 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 17,691f 24,408 20,253 21,846 

C C f m f M l d :  
Felony:  

C a p i t a l  ...................................................... 60 
Felony ....................................................... 5,726f 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 5,786f 
Misdemeauorj ................................................... 3, 17Zf 

69 
8,928 

5,287 
8,997 
- 

75 
8,151 
8,226 
5,034 

54 
6,503 
6,557 
3,425 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l j  ................................................. 8,95af  14,284 13,260 9,982 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 26,649f 38,692 33,513 31,828 

Age of  pending c a s e s  

Less  t h a n  
1 y e a r  1 t o  2 y e a r s  Over 2 y e a r s  

C i v i l  ............................ 14,092 4,901 2,853 
Criminal :  

Felony: 
C a p i t a l  ...................... 30 11 13 
Felony ....................... 4,478 1,101 924 

T o t a l  ......................... 4,508 1,112 93 7 
Misdemeanor .................... 2,474 535 416 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................. 6,982 1,647 1 ,353  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of i n fo rma t ions  o r  i nd ic tmen t s .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  
F igu res  a r e  as g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

jExp lana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  the  ca t egory :  
Lau i n c l u d e s  c i v i l  a p p e a l s  ( t r i a l  de novo) t h a t  could not  be s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  t o t a l .  
Misdemeanor cases are g e n e r a l l y  a p p e a l s  ( t r i a l  de novo) f rom lower c o u r t s .  
C r i m i n a l  d a t a  inc lude  a nominal  number of j u v e n i l e  cases and j u v e n i l e  appea l s .  

Source: Execu t ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department ,  Four t een th  Annual Repor t ,  1978 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are 
from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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ARKANSAS QIANCEBP AND PROBATE DDURT 
Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
18 chance ry  circuits. 21 Judges 

J a n u a r y  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending 

E q u i t y  8 ,7561 6,642 6 ,101  9,297 
DOEieEt ic  relations: 

Support /custody:  

F i l e d  Disposed 
Beginning 

pending 
C i v i l +  ......................................................... 

............................................. R e c i p r o c a l s  IN 2,260f 2,072 1 ,541  2,791 

T o t a l  2,260f 3,684 3.153 2,791 
Adop t ion  NIA 1,562 N/A N / A  
O t h e r  domes t i c  relations: 

Domest ic  r e l a t i o n s  13,673f 22,607 23,254 13 ,026  

R e c i p r o c a l s  OUT ............................................ Of 1 ,612 1,612 0 ....................................................... ..................................................... 
......................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 1 5 , 9 3 3 f i  27,853 26,4071 15,81718 
E s t a t e :  
Probate/villslintestate: 

Guardianship/consertorship/trusteeship: 

O t h e r  estate: 

......................................... Decedents '  e s t a t e s  14,431f 4 ,109  3,7431 14.797 

Guard iansh ip  N/A 1 ,871  N/A N / A  ............................................... 
...................................... Misce l l aneous  p roba te  N/A 1,290 N/A N / A  ......................................................... T o t a l  1 4 , 4 3 1 f i  7 ,270 3 ,7431  14,79718 

Mental  h e a l t h :  ......................................... A l c o h o l i c  and men ta l  - NIA 1,102 N/A N/A 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 39,120fi 42,867 36,251i 39,91118 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 3 9 , 1 2 0 f i  42,867 36,251i 39 ,911i8 

Age of pending cases 

civil: 
Less  t h a n  Over 

1 y e a r  1 t o  2 y e a r s  2 y e a r s  

E q u i t y  ........................ 3,244 

R e c i p r o c a l s  I N  .............. 1,317 
R e c i p r o c a l s  OUT ............. 0 

T o t a l  ........................ 1,317 
O t h e r  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ...... 7,411 

T o t a l  c i v i l  .................... 11,972 

Suppor t l cus tody :  
1,582 

793 
0 

7 93 
3,236 
5,611 

4,471 

681 
0 

681 
2,379 
7 ,531  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - T h i s  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does no t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

gChange i n  pending does  no t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

hats are n o t  complete: 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  compla in t .  

F i g u r e s  sre as g iven  in t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

F i g u r e s  are as g i v e n  in t he  annua l  r e p o r t .  

D a a e s t i c  relations pending and d i sposed  t o t a l s  do no t  i n c l u d e  adop t ions .  
E a t a t e  pending and d i sposed  t o t a l s  do not i n c l u d e  guardianship/conseratorahip/trusteeship and o t h e r  estate. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  pending and d i sposed  d a t a  do not i n c l u d e  adop t ions .  guardianship/conservator.ship/trusteeship, o t h e r  

estate. and mental health. 

Source:  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department ,  F o u r t e e n t h  Annual Repor t ,  1978 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are 
from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  and t h e  c l e r k ' s  c o r r e c t i o n s  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

ARKANSAS COURT OF ODKWN PLEASi 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 2  c o u r t s ,  coun ty  judges  serve 

J a n u a r y  1. 1978  t o  December 31, 1 9 7 8  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  - - - - 
..................................................... T o t a l  c i v i l  N I A  3771 NIA N/A 

...................................................... Graod t o t a l  N/A 3771 N/A N I A  

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - T h i s  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  

bats a r e  no t  complete:  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  

No r e p o r t s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in t h e  1978 annua l  r e p o r t  were rece ived  from Chico t  County. 

Source:  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department ,  F o u r t e e n t h  Annual Repor t ,  1978 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are 
from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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ARKANSAS COUNTY COUBT 
Cour t  of  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

7 5  c o u r t s ;  75 judges ,  5 1  j u v e n i l e  r e f e r e e s  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978  t o  December 31, 1978  

P P - 
pending Beginning F i l e d  Disposed pending 

C i v i l d :  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Bas t a rdy  .................................................... 1,956 N/A N/A 
.................................................... T o t a l  c i v i l  N/A 1,956 N / A  N I A  

J u v e n i l e  : __ - __ - 
................................................. T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  N / A  9,177 N I A  N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... N/A 11,133 N/A NIA 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NGSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OK compla in t .  

Source:  Execu t ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department ,  Four t een th  Annual Repor t ,  1978  J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are 
from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

ARKANSAS WUMCIPAL DDWTi 
Cour t  of limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

116 c o u r t s ,  107  judges  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978  to  December 31, 1978 

End 
Disposed pending F i l e d  Beginning 

pending 

C f v i l d :  - - - - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 19,6551 N/A N I A  

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal  ..................................................... N/A 112,7681 N/A N/A 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N/A 112,7681 N I A  NIA 

- 

T r a f f i c  : 
D W I l D U I :  

O the r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  
Driving wh i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... N / A  

Moving t r a f f i c  ............................................... N/A 
Other  t r a f f i c  ................................................ N / A  

T o t a l  ......................................................... N/A 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N / A  

- 

20,0171 

232,2731 
110;51Zi 
342,7851 

362,8OZi 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 495,2251 NIA N I  A 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
N/A = This  c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  compla in t s .  

There were no r e p o r t s  f i l e d  f o r  towns of Ash F l a t ,  B a t e s v i l l e ,  Boonev i l l e ,  H a r r i s b u r g ,  Melbourne, Rogers ,  and Salem. Only 6-month t o t a l s  
iDa ta  a r e  not  complete:  

were a v a i l a b l e  and a r e  inc luded  f o r  t he  towns of Bald Knob, Br ink ley ,  Dermott, DeValls B l u f f ,  Fordyce,  Helena,  Hot Spr ings ,  J a s p e r ,  
McGehee, P a r i s ,  S t a r  C i t y ,  and U l m .  

Source:  Execu t ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department ,  Four t een th  Annual Report ,  1978 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are 
from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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ARKANSAS CITY COURT, POLICE COURT, AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

103 city courts, 90 judges; 2 police courts, 2 judges; 2 justice of the peace courts. 2 justices of the peace 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: - - - - 
..................................................... Total civil NIA 141i NIA N/A 

Criminald : 
Hisdemeanor: 

Criminal ..................................................... N/A 3,9261 N/A N/A - 
.................................................. Total criminal N/A 3,926i N/A NIA 

Traffic: 
DUI/DUI: 

Other traffic violations: 
Driving while intoxicated .................................... N/A 

Moving traffic ............................................... N/A 
Other traffic ................................................ N/A 
Total ......................................................... N/A 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 

- 

1,770i 

10,746: 
4,1331 
14,87gi 

16,6491 

...................................................... Grand total N/A 20,716i N/A NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court., but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition OK unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

There were no reports for the cities of Alma, Ashdown, Austin, Barling, Bearden, Belleville, Blevins, Buckner, Calico Rock, Cammack Village, 
Carthage, Cave City, Decatur, Delight, Des Arc, Eudora, Foreman, Fouke, Friendship, Gould, Grady, Gravette, Grubbs, Holly Grove, Humnoke, 
Imboden, London, Luxora, Magazine, Manila, Mansfield, Mayflower, Mineral Springs, Mountainburg, Norfork, Norman, Quitman, Rosebud, Rosston, 
Smackover, Sulphur Springs, Swifton, Taylor, Thornton, Turrell, White Hall, and Wilson. Only 6-month data were available for the cities of 
Cottonplant, Farmington, Higginson, Hoxie, Lockesburg, and Palestine. 

iData are not complete: 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Fourteenth Annual Report, 1978 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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b 

CALIFORNIA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Direct appeals of judgment of death.  
- All o ther  appeals a re  discretionary. 

COURTS OF APPEAL (5) 
Judgment of 

death. 
56 judges 
lurisdiction: 
- Appeals from Superior Cour t  except 

in judgment of death. 

551 judges and 95 commissioners and 
referees 
Unlimited original jurisdiction: 
- Primarily handles civil actions over 

$5,000, equity, domestic relations. 
Exclusive jurisdiction over probate. 

- Primarily handles felonies. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 
Appeals de novo of small claims cases in 

municipal courts and civil cases in 
justice courts. 

Appeals on record of other municipal 
court cases and criminal cases from 
justice courts. 

Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (90) 
455 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, small 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 
claims under $500. 

felony preliminaries. 

Jury  trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (107) 
108 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law under $1,000, small claims 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

Jury trials. 

under $500. 

felony preliminaries. 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
Appellate 

Court  1 
Court of 
general 

jurisdiction i 
Courts 

of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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CALIFORNIA SUP- COURT 
Court of last re so r t  

7 j u s t i ce s  
Ju ly  1. 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Fi led  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
C r i m i n a l :  

Direct  appea ls j  ............................................ 
Other criminal ............................................. 

Tota l  criminal .............................................. 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. 

Other cases:  
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  
C i v i l  .................................................... 
Criminal ................................................. 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Attorney d isc ip l inary  proceedings1 ........................ Disc ip l inary  matters: 

Advisory opinion: 
Executive clemency appl ica t ions  .......................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Requests t o  appealj :  

Civ i l :  
C i v i l  appeals ............................................ 
Civ i l  o r ig ina l  proceedings ............................... 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Criminal appeals ......................................... 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Tota l  ....................................................... 

Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

Criminal: 

Criminal o r ig ina l  proceedings (habeas corpus) ............ 

N / A  

N / A  
N/A 

+E 

N / A  
N / A  
N / A  

N/A 

N / A  
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N / A  
N/A 

0 (131)e 

3 
0 ( 9 7 F  
3 i 97je 
3 (228)e 

272 ( 24)e 
466 ( 21)e 
738 ( 45)e 

61 

7 O1 
869 ( 45)e 

1,186 
382 

1,568 

1,170 
402 

1,572 
3,140 
4,009 ( 45)e 

58 

X 
X 

32 
90 

1 7 7 l  
4601 
637 

61 

51 
749 

1,055 (131)e 
358 ( 24)e 

1,413 (155)e 

1,073 ( 97)e 
381 ( 21)e 

1,454 (118)e 
2,867 (273)e 
3,616 (273)e 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing requests ............................................. 
Other matters:  

Transfer and r e t r ans fe r  ...................................... 
Orderslwrits to  show cause ................................... 
Motions decided ............................................... 
Miscellaneous ................................................ 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Tota l  other proceedings ......................................... 

N/A 

N / A  

N/A 
N/A 
N J A  
N / A  

N/A 
N / A  

4,012 (273)e 3,706 (273)e N/A 

62 NIA 

213 NIA 
87 N/A 

118 N/A 
1,770 N/A 

N I A  2,188 

2,250 N / A  

- 

Manner of d i spos i t ion  Disposit ion of criminal appealsm 

Appeals original Other Affirmed .......................... 7 

Written opinion .......... 56 32 42 0 130 Reversed, no r e t r i a l  .............. 1 
-____ C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  proceedings proceedings Total Affirmed with modifications ....... 4 

Reversed fo r  expected r e t r l a l  ..... 12 
Remanded t o  Court of Appeal... ..... 3 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 
N / A  = This case type is  handled by the cour t ,  but the da ta  a re  unavailable.  
X = The da ta  f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known to  be included in the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

eCases not included i n  the t o t a l  to  avoid double counting: 
Pe t i t i ons  for  hearings granted a re  not counted a s  a disposed pe t i t i on  u n t i l  the resu l t ing  appeal o r  original proceeding is disposed; a 

f i l i n g  is not counted fo r  the  appeal or  o r ig ina l  proceeding. 

Direct criminal appeals a r e  c a p i t a l  (death penalty) cases only. 
When an a t torney  f i l e s  a pe t i t i on  fo r  a wr i t  of review in the Supreme Court, the  d i sc ip l ina ry  matter is docketed a s  a c i v i l  o r ig ina l  

These granted pe t i t i ons  are the  numbers appeariog i n  parentheses. 
jExplanation of da ta  included i n  the category: 

proceeding, and the case i s  re f lec ted  both i n  the f i l i n g s  and, when decided, i n  the  d ispos i t ions .  
f i l e d  i n  4 of the 61 d i sc ip l ina ry  matters and pe t i t ions  to  set as ide  or  s tay  suspension were f i l e d  i n  2 of the cases. 

Pe t i t i ons  f o r  a wr i t  of review were 

Bequests t o  appeal a r e  pe t i t i ons  fo r  hearing cases previously decided by the Courts of Appeal. 

Figures f o r  c i v i l  and criminal o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion  cases disposed and the number of executive clemency appl ica t ions  f i l e d  were supplied by 
k p e c i a l  source or  rev is ion  i n  the data:  

the  adminis t ra t ive  o f f i ce  of the Court during data ve r i f i ca t ion .  
q a t e g o r i e s  for d i spos i t i on  type or  t r i a l  data:  

Disposit ion of appeals data include only criminal appeals terminated by wr i t t en  opinion. 

Source: Jud ic i a l  Council of Cal i forn ia ,  1979 Annual Report of the Administrative Off ice  of the Cal i forn ia  Courts (San Francisco, Cal i forn ia :  
1979). 
by the o f f i c e  of the court  during data ve r i f i ca t ion .  

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual report  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and addi t iona l  da ta  were supplied 



158 

CALIFOBNIB UJURTS OF APPEAL 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  m u r t  

5 d i s t r i c t s ,  56C judges 
July 1. 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978 

_p_ 

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals  : 

C i v i l  ..................................................... 2,597 
Cr imina l  .................................................. 2,566 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  .............................................. 5,163 

3,518 
3,947 
7,465 
- 

4,4831 
4,1001 
8,583 
- 

Other  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  ................................................. C i v i l  NJA 3,830 3,6191 N/A 
Cr imina l  .............................................. NJA 1,042 1 ,0091  N J A  

T o t a l  N J A  - 4,872 4,628 N/A .................................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  .......................................... N/a 4,872 4,628 N/A 

T o t a l  c a s e s  .................................................. 5,1631 12,337 13,211 5,5231 

O t h e r  proceedings:  

O the r  m a t t e r s :  
Rehearing r e q u e s t s  .......................................... N/A 

Motions t o  d i smis s  on c l e r k ' s  c e r t i f i c a t e  ................. NJA 
Motions NJA 
Order s  (misce l l aneous )  .................................... N/A 

T o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 
................................................... N / A  

1,077 

10,0441 
a ,  967 
- 

N/A 
N / A  
N J A  

N/A 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ...................................... N/A 6 a i i  11 ,472 i  N J A  

Manner of  d i s p o s i t i o n m  D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  (criminal)m 

Appea l s  O r i g i n a l  
C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  Total -- 

W r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  .......... 2,408 3,278 407 6,093 

Aff i rmed ......................... 2,553 
Aff i rmed w i t h  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  ...... 376 
Keversed,  no re t r ia l  ............. 17 
Reversed f o r  expec ted  retrial  .... 308 

S t a t u s  of pending c a s e s  (6 /30 /78)  

C i v i l  Cr imina l  T o t a l  
Appeals  no t  ready f o r  c a l e n d a r  ..................... 1,616h 1,769" 3,385" 
Appeals  a rgued ,  c a l e n d a r e d ,  o r  r eady  f o r  ca l enda r . .  1 ,279 859 2,138 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
N/h = This  c a s e  type  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

CJudge in fo rma t ion :  

GChange i n  pending does  no t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

hF igure  was computed: 

There were 57.5 f u l l - t i m e  judge e q u i v a l e n t s  i n  t h e  Cour t s  of Appeal d u r i n g  f i s c a l  yea r  1977-1978. 

F i g u r e s  a r e  a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

The number of pending a p p e a l s  n o t  r eady  f o r  c a l e n d a r  was  computed by s u b t r a c t i n g  t h e  number a rgued ,  c a l e n d a r e d ,  o r  r eady  f o r  c a l e n d a r  from 
t h e  t o t a l  number pending. 

hats a r e  not  complete:  
T o t a l  ca ses  pending do no t  i n c l u d e  o r i g i n a l  p roceed ings .  
T o t a l  o t h e r  matters and o t h e r  p roceed ings  f i l e d  i n c l u d e  o n l y  motions t o  d i s m i s s  on c l e r k ' s  c e r t i f i c a t e .  F i l i n g s  are no t  r e p o r t e d  f o r  

T o t a l  o t h e r  matters and o t h e r  p roceed ings  d i sposed  do not  i n c l u d e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of motions t o  d i s m i s s  on  c l e r k ' s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  

Breakdowns of a p p e a l s  and o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c a s e s  d i sposed  i n t o  c i v i l  and criminal c a t e g o r i e s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  

o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s .  

k p e c i a l  sou rce  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
q a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

The re  were 4,252 au tho red  m a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n s  and 1,707 "by t h e  c o u r t "  m a j o r i t y  op in ions  t h a t  d i sposed  of 6 ,093 cases. 
D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  d a t a  i n c l u d e  on ly  criminal a p p e a l s  t e rmina ted  by w r i t t e n  op in ion .  

Source:  J u d i c i a l  Counc i l  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  1979 Annual Report  of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Cour t s  (San F ranc i sco ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  
1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  
by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  t h e  p rocess  of d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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CALIFORNIA SUPERIOR a)URT 
Court of genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

July 1. 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 
58 c o u r t s ,  551 judges a d  95 fu l l - t ime conmissioners and r e f e r e e s  

End 
Disposed pending 

Beginning pending Fi led  

' Civi ld :  
Tort:  

Auto t o f t :  
Personal i n j u r y  and property damage--motor vehic les  ........ 

Other tort .................................................. 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Eminent domain ( p a r c e l s )  ..................................... 
Marriage d isso lu t ion :  

R e a l  p roper ty  r i g h t s :  

D o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Family l a w 1  ................................................ 
Esta te :  

Other e s t a t e :  
Probate and guardianship .................................. 

Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial c o u r t  ease: 
Appeals from lower cour t s  .................................. 

Extraord inary  wit: 

Other c iv i l :  
Habeas corpus ................................................ 
Other complaints ............................................. 
Other p e t i t i o n s  .............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

, Criminald: 
Felony: 

Criminal ..................................................... 
Appeal ......................................................... 

T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. 
J u v e n i l e  : 

Criminal-type offense: 

Non-offense: 
Delinquency ................................................. 
Dependency .................................................. 

T o t a l  juveni le  ................................................. 

58,822 
27,907 
86,729 

2,725 

1 7 5 , 1 6 0  

63,774 
4,055 

11,893 

1 2 , 7 2 1  

88,349 
117,949 
206,298 

563,355 

55,369 
2,708 

58,077 

8 7 , 7 0 3  

17,524 

105,227 

42,984 
2 1 , 4 4 2  
6 4 , 4 2 6  

2,047 

151,138 

59,780 
4,081 

11,014 

1 1 , 3 3 9  

5 1 , 9 1 1  
92,628 

144,539 

448,364 

49,003 
2,366 

51,369 

83,334 

16,013 

99,347 

Grant t o t a l  ..................................................... NIA 726,659 599,080 N I A  

Jury  - 
Civil"': 

Auto t o r t  .................. 1,051 
Other t o r t  ................. 991 
R e a l  p roper ty  r i g h t s  ....... 55 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ......... 13 
E s t a t e  ..................... 99 
Mental h e a l t h  .............. 76 
Appealm .................... 0 
Other c i v i l  ................ 769 

T o t a l  ....................... 3 , 0 5 4  

Felony ..................... 4 , 9 1 4  
Appealm .................... 0 

T o t a l  ....................... 4 , 9 1 4  
Grand t o t a l  .................. 7 , 9 6 8  

C r i m i n a l :  

T r i a l d  

Non- jury  

1 , 1 2 0  
1 , 0 6 6  

459 
142,176 

3,828 
9,856 

42,977 
256,830 

2 , 5 7 9  
0 

259,409 

55,348 

2,579 

T o t a l  

2,171 
2,057 

514 
142,189 

55,447 
3,904 
9,856 

43,746 
259,884 

- 

7,493 
0 

7 , 4 9 3  
267,377 

Criminal d i spos i t ionsm 

Felony 
J u r y  t r i a l :  

Acquitted o r  dismissed .......... 902 
Convicted ....................... 4 , 0 1 2  

Acquitted OK dismissed .......... 679 
Convicted ....................... 1 , 9 0 0  

Gui l ty  plea ....................... 35,787 
Transfer red  ....................... 436 
Dismissed ......................... 5,287 

Non- ju ry  t r i a l :  

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  

Other Auto Other R e a l  uroperty Domestic . .  - 
r e l a t i o n s  E s t a t e  c i v i l  T o t a l  

Other d i smissa ls  and t r a n s f e r s  ................ 38.247 17.898 829 5.528 2.759 55.677 120.938 

___-- - t o r t  t o r t  r i g h t s  - -  
Dismissed for l ack  of prosecution ............. 1 , 5 2 8  956 36 2,899 22 3,718 9 , 1 5 9  

Summary judgments ............................. 96 188 2 16 ' 26 1 : 1 9 0  11518 
A l l  o ther  judgments before t r i a l  .............. 942 343 666 506 1 , 5 2 6  40,208 4 4 , 1 9 1  

(continued on next page) 
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California Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury i s  sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Family law includes annulment, divorce, and separate maintenance cases. 

Civil trials include mental health hearings; they do not include habeas corpus hearings. 
Civil disposition types do not include data for habeas corpus o r  appeal hearings. 
There were 3,277 juries sworn for the 3,054 civil cases disposed by jury trial, and 5,194 juries sworn for the 4,914 criminal defendants 

Civil appeals and criminal appeals trial data are for appeals disposed by trial de novo; appeals disposed after hearing are not included. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Wategories for disposition type or trial data: 

disposed by jury trial. 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1979 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1979). and unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished 
data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

CALIFORNIA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

107 courts, 108 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

- 
End 

Disposed pending Filed 

Civild: 
Small claim ................................................... 
Other civil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
crilinald: 
Misdemeanor: 
Group A misdemeanor ........................................... 
Group B misdemeanor .......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Non-traffic infractions ...................................... 
Felonies ..................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Ordinance violation: 

Prelidnary hearing: 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Other traffic violation: 
Illegal parking .............................................. 
Group C misdemeanorj ......................................... 
Group D misdemeanor .......................................... 
Traffic infractions .......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Grand total ...................................................... 

N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

32,128 
13,507 

45,635 

24,237 
26,009 
50,246 

4,919 

24,2011 N/A 
9,1891 N/A 
33,390 NIA 

21,288 
23,303 
44,591 

4,237 

N/A 8,335 7, 15gk1 N/A 
NIA 63,500 55,987 N/A 

N/A 151,532 114,039l N/A 

21,206 
30,563 
380,107 
431,876 

18,621 
31,526 
324,571l 
374,718 

NIA 583,408 488,757 N/A 

N/A 692,543 578,134 N/A 

(continued on next page) 
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California Justice Court (continued) 

Triald1 

Jury Non-jury TOfal 

Small claims ............... -- 17,209 17,209 
Other civil ................ 17 1,692 1,709 

civil: 

Total ....................... 17 18,901 18,918 Civil dispositions1 
Criminal: 
Misdemeanor ................ 474 2,447 2,921 Small claims Other civil Total 
Ordinance violation ........ 0 191 191 Dismissed for lack of prosecution.. . 2,984 738 3,722 
Felonies .................... 38 3,493 3,531 Other dismissals or transfers ...... 3,950 1,270 5,220 
Total ....................... 512 6,131 6,643 Summary judgments .................. 0 748 748 

Traffic: All Other judgments ................ 58 4,724 4,782 
Parking .................... 0 720 720 
Other traffic violation .... 476 17,764 18,240 
Total ....................... 476 18,484 18,960 
Grand total .................. 1,005 43,516 44,521 Criminal dispositions1 

Ordinance 
Misdemeanor violation Felonies Total 

Convicted .............. 281 0 10 29 1 
Other traffic Acquitted OK dismissed.. 193 0 28 221 

Traffic dispositions1 Jury trial: 

Parking violation - Total Non-jury trial: 
Jury trial: Convicted or bound over 1,499 99 151 1,749 

491 1,437 Convicted .................... 0 365 365 Acquitted OK dismissed.. 883 63 
Acquitted or dismissed ....... 0 111 111 Juvenile order ......... 65 29 0 94 

Non- jury trial: Bound over ............. -- I 2,851 2,851 
Convicted .................... 414 7,454 7,868 Guilty plea .............. 22,601 91 1 2,273 25,785 .............. 484 Acquitted or dismissed ....... 291 2,777 3,068 Transferred 322 12 150 
Juvenile order ............... 15 7,533 7,548 Bail forfeiture .......... 12 ,470  2,330 0 14,800 

Guilty plea 4,430 64,496 68,926 Dismissals 6,277 793 1,205 8,275 

Bail forfeiture ................ 100,133 247,022 347,155 

.................... ............... 
Transferred .................... 26 3,459 3,485 

Dismissals ..................... 8,730 41,501 50,231 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when jury selection begins. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Group C misdemeanors include hit and run,  drunk driving, reckless driving--injury, and driving under the influence of drugs cases. 

Of the 7,159 felony preliminary hearing cases’ disposed, 1,890 felony charges were reduced to misdemeanors. 

Revisions made in disposition figures, and trial and type of disposition breakdowns for all categories were supplied by the administrative 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

kAdditional information: 

lSpecia1 source OK revision in the data: 

office of the court during data verification. 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1979 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1979) .  Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions and additional data 
were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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CALIPORUIA WONICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

90 courts. 455 authorized judgships 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Small claims ................................................... 
Other civil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Croup A misdemeanor .......................................... 
Group B misdemeanor .......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Non-traffic infractions ...................................... 
Felonies ..................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Ordinance viola tion: 

Preliminary hearing: , 

Traffic: 
Parking : 

Other traffic violation: 
Illegal parking .............................................. 
Group C misdemeanorj ......................................... 
Group D misdemeanor .......................................... 
Traffic infractions .......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 

421,534 
361,332 

782,866 

342,133 
185,417 
527,550 

48,572 

96 ,980  

673,102 

9 ,417 ,311  

254,255 
233,301 

4 ,509 ,987  
4 ,997 ,543  

14,414,854 

318,013 
271,604 

589,617 

318,534 
172,653 
491,187 

39,395 

84 ,479k l  

615,061 

7,982,468 

203,806 
369,672 

3 ,970 ,411  
4,543,889 

12,526,357 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 15,870,822 13,731,035 N/A 

Civil: 
Small claims ..................... 
Other civil ...................... 
Total ............................. 
Misdemeanor ...................... 
Ordinance violation .............. 
Felonies .......................... 
Total ............................. 
Parking .......................... 
Other traffic violation .......... 
Total ............................. 
Grand total ........................ 

Criminal : 

Traffic: 

Jury - 
-- 

62 1 
62 1 

4 ,793  
0 

116 
4,909 

0 
3,712 
3,712 
9,242 

Non- jury 

244,838 
77,136 

321,974 

9,965 
639 

45,676 
56,280 

76,998 
141,953 
218,951 
597,205 

Total 

244,838 
77,757 

322,595 

14,758 
639 

45,792 
61,189 

76,998 
145 ,665  
222,663 
606,447 

__ 

Traffic dispositions1 

Other traffic 
Parking violation __ Total 

Jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed ...... 0 1 ,015  1,015 
Convicted ................... 0 2,697 2,697 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed ...... 8,679 38,519 47,495 
Convicted ................... 67,845 63,493 131,338 

Guilty plea ................... 110,007 981,021 1 ,091 ,028  

Dismissals .................... 826,055 752,146 1 ,578 ,201  
Transferred ................... 289 6,376 6,665 

Juvenile order .............. 177 39,941 40,118 

Bail forfeiture ............... 6,969,119 2,658,681 9,627,800 

Civil dispositions’ 

Small claims 
Dismissed for lack of prosecution.. . 9,160 
Other dismissals or transfers ...... 64 ,015  
Summary judgments .................. 0 
All other judgments ................ 0 

Criminal dispositions1 

Other civil T G  
9 ,886  19,046 

56.425 120.440 
3;800 3;800 

123,736 123,736 

Misdemeanor 
Jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed. 1,957 
Convicted ............. 2,836 

Acquitted or dismissed. 4,958 
Convicted or bound over 4,722 
Juvenile order ........ 285 
Bound over -- 

Pleas of guilty ......... 317 ,000  
Bail forfeitures ........ 48,558 
Dismissals .............. 109,641 
Transferred ............. 1 ,230  

Non- jury trial: 

............ 

Ordinance 
violation 

0 
0 

233 
398 

8 

10 ,614  
15 ,462  
12 ,613  

67 

-_ 

Felonies Total _ _ _ -  
55 2,012 
61 2,897 

3 ,330  8 ,521  
964 6,084 

0 293 
41,382 41,382 
21,270 348,884 

0 64,020 
16,693 138,947 

724 2,021 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NlA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 
dCase definition OK unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A trial is counted when commenced. A jury trial is commenced once jury selection begins; a non-jury trial at the point when an opening 
statement o r  the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

jExplanation of data included io the category: 

kAdd i tional information: 

lSpecial source or  revision in data: 

Group C misdemeanors include hit and run. drunk driving, reckless driving--injury, and driving under the influence of drugs cases. 

Of the 84,479 felony preliminary hearing dispositions, 16,516 felony charges were reduced to misdemeanors. 

Disposition figure is as revised by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 
Trial and disposition data were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1979 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1979) .  Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions and additions were 
supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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A 

COLORADO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

- 
COUNTY COURT (63) Denver ( 

Municil 106 judges 
Jurisdiction: 0 

- Civil cases under $500 except titles 

- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. ' * 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

to or boundary of real property. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Initial appellate jurisdiction in cases 

involving constitutionality of statute, 
municipal charter provision, or ordi- 
nance; actions of Public Utilities 
Commission; water cases; and 
Election Code. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (197) 
174 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations and 

traffic. 
I 

I 

DISTRICT COURT (22) 
100 iudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, civil, probate, 

and mental health except in 
Denver. 

- Criminal. 
- Juvenile except in Denver. 
Appeals on record or de novo. 

Jury trials. 

I 
Court of 

record 

I - 
COURT OF APPEALS 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts, Industrial 

Commission, and Banking Board. 

DENVER PROBATE COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over all 

probate matters and in the ad- 
judication of the mental health 
hearings. 

I 
Constitutionality of 

statute, ordinance, or 
municipal charter provision 

I 
DENVER JUVENILE COURT 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in adoption, 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile 
parentage, and support. 

matters. 

Court of 
last 

resort 1 
Intermediate 

appellate 
court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

I DENVER 

Certiorari 
appeals from 

Denver County and 
Municipal Courts 

- Civil matters over $500 and under 

1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 

Appeals on record from Denver 
$5,000, small claims. 

County Courts. 

Jury trials. 

inty and 
Courts 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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COLORADO SUPRWE OOURT 
Cour t  of last resort 

7 j u s t i c e s  
July 1, 1977 to  J u n e  30, 1978 -- 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals  : 

c i v i l j  ....................................................... 
C r i m i n a l :  

C r imina l  ................................................... 
I u t e r l o c u t o r i e s  ............................................ 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
fiabeas corpus .............................................. 
S t a t u t o r y  review ........................................... 
Reopened c a s e s  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 

P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy: 

Other  appea l s :  

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ 

Other  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ..................................... X 
I n t e r r o g a t o r i e s  .......................................... X 
Rule 21.1 ................................................ 0 
Bail r e d u c t i o n  ........................................... X 

T o t a l  ..................................................... X 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  p roceed ings . . .  ............................... X 
T o t a l  ....................................................... X 

P e t i t i o n  i n  c e r t i o r a r i  ..................................... X 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. X 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  matters: 

Reques t s  t o  appea l :  
- 

63 

99 
26 

125 

26 

0 
4 
4 

218 
- 

251 
3 
0 
1 

255 

2 8  
283 

353 
636 

__ 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 

__ 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 374 854k 893 335 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  ..................... 322 
Without op in ion  ..................... 564 
T r a n s f e r r e d  to  Court  of Appeals ..... 7 

S t a t u s  of pending c a s e s  (6 /30 /78)  

Cases no t  y e t  a t  i s s u e  ............................... 91 
Cases a t  i s s u e :  

Cases a t  i s s u e  awa i t ing  o r a l  argument .............. 30 
Cases o r a l l y  argued a w a i t i n g  op in ion  ............... 48 
Reopened c a s e s  ..................................... 6 
Cases submi t t ed  wi thou t  o r a l  argument .............. 34 
Dec i s ion  announced awa i t ing  a c t i o n  on r e h e a r i n g  .... 14 
Dec i s ions  announced awa i t ing  fo rma l  c l o s i n g  ........ 5 
Held i n  abeyance ................................... 1 

T o t a l  a t  i s s u e  ...................................... 138 
C e r t i o r a r i  c a s e s  a t  v a r i o u s  pending s t a g e s  ........... 106 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

kAdd i t iona l  i n fo rma t ion :  
C i v i l  a p p e a l s  i n c l u d e s  wa te r  cases, P.U.C. d e c i s i o n ,  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s .  

T o t a l  cases f i l e d  i n c l u d e s  6 6  cases t r a n s f e r r e d  €rom the  Court  of Appeals .  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  of t h e  Colorado J u d i c i a r y  1977-78 (Denver, Colorado: 1978). 
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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COLOBADO COURT OF AF'PWS 
In te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  cour t  

10 judges 
J u l y  1. 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
pending 

F i l e d j  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

C i v i l j  ....................................................... X 7183 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... X 3191 
Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

I n d u s t r i a l  commission ...................................... X 82 - 
Tota l  appea ls  ................................................. 884 1,119 

X 
X 

X - 
1,001 

X 
X 

X - 
1,002 

Other cases :  
Requests to appea l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. - 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... 884 1,119 1,001 1,002 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Wri t ten  opinion ................... 554 
Memo opinion ...................... 98m 
Without opinion ................... 283 
Transferred t o  Supreme Court ...... 66 

S t a t u s  of pending cases 6/30/78 

Appeals 
C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  Agency T o t a l  -~ 

Cases not ye t  a t  i s s u e  ............... X X X 741 
Cases a t  i s s u e :  .... 10 134 A t  i s s u e  awaiting o r a l  argument 93 31 

Ora l ly  argued awaiting opinion ..... 57 13 39 109 
x 18 Submitted without o r a l  argument X X 

Tota l  a t  i s s u e  ...................... X X X 261 
.... 

Boldface headings I n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Information is known. The case category may o r  may not be handled by the  cour t .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type a r e  known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not. a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

jExplanation of d a t a  included i n  the  category: 
Appeals f i l e d  include t h r e e  reopened c i v i l  appea ls  and one reopened cr imina l  appeal.  
C i v i l  appea ls  inc ludes  appeals from t h e  D i s t r i c t  Courts and the Banking Board. 

mInformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  or  t r i a l  data:  
Memo opin ions  were discontinued on December 8 ,  1977. The f i g u r e  repor ted  represents  the  number of memo opinions w r i t t e n  between J u l y  1, 

1977 and December 8 ,  1977. 

Source: O f f i c e  of the  S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report of t h e  Colorado J u d i c i a r y  1977-78 (Denver, Colorado: 1978). 
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

CoLoBdW DISTRICT COURT, 
DEUVER SUPERIOR ODUBT, DHNVER JUVENILE COURT, 

AND DENVER PROBATE UJURTJ 
Court of genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

22 d i s t r i c t s ,  105= judges 
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  June  30. 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c iv i l* :  
Law: 

Tort:  
Money demands ............................................... X 14,147 X X 

Personal  Injury--motor v e h i c l e j  ........................... X 1,494 X X 

Personal  injury--other .................................... X 1,069 X X 
Property damage ........................................... X 803 X X 
Wrongful dea th  ............................................ X 115 X X 

T o t a l  ...................................................... X 1,987 X X 
T o t a l  ........................................................ X 3,481 X X 

Real and personal property .................................. X 4,933 X X 

D i s s o l u t i o n  of marriage ................................... X 23,471 X X 
Legal s e p a r a t i o n  .......................................... X 493 X X 
I n v a l i d i t y  of marriage .................................... X 139 X X 

T o t a l  ...................................................... X 24,103 X X 

P a t e r n i t y  and support  ..................................... X 4,046 X X 
Child custody ............................................. X 194 X X 
Rec iproca l  nonsupport i n t e r s t a t e  .......................... X 6,285 X X 
Rec iproca l  support  i n t r a s t a t e  ............................. X 797 X x 

T o t a l  ...................................................... X 11,322 X X 
Adoption .................................................... X 2,039 X X 

Miscellaneous ............................................. X 298 X X 
Postjudgment a c t i o n s  f i l e d  ................................ X 7,713 X X 

T o t a l  ...................................................... X 8,011 X X 
T o t a l  ........................................................ X 45,475 X X 

Auto t o r t :  

Other tort: 

Real  proper ty  rights: 

D o m e s t i c  relations: 
Uarriage d i s s o l u t i o n :  

Supportlcustody : 

O t h e r  domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

(continued on next page) 
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Colorado District Court, Denver Superior Court, Denver Juvenile Court, and Denver Probate Court (continued) 

Estate: 
Pro~teluPllsIintestate: 
Intestates ................................................ 
Testates .................................................. 
Snall estates ............................................. 
Total ...................................................... 
Guardianships ............................................. 
Conservatorships .......................................... 
Total ...................................................... 
Miscellaneous ............................................. 
Postjudgment actions filed ................................ 
Total ...................................................... 

Total ........................................................ 
Short-term treatment ........................................ 
Developmentally disabled admissions ......................... 
Petition for evaluation ..................................... 
Long-term treatment ......................................... 
Alcoholism commitments ...................................... 
Postjudgment actions filed .................................. 
Miscellaneous ............................................... 
Total ........................................................ 

Guardianship/couservatorship/trusteeship: 

Other estate: 

Mental health: 

Appeal: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Administrative review and local governments ............... 
Nunicipal court and county court appeals .................. 

Total ........................................................ 
MiscellaneousJ .............................................. 
Postjudgment actions filed .................................. 

Total civil .................................................... 

Extraordinary vyits: 

Other civil: 

c rininald : 
Felony: 
Offenses against the person ................................. 
Oefenses against property ................................... 
Offense involving fraud ..................................... 
Offenses involving governmental operation ................... 
Drug and narcotic offenses .................................. 
Miscellaneous offenses ...................................... 
Total ........................................................ 
Appeal: 
hppcal of trial court case: 
Municipal and county court appeals ........................ 

Non-offense3 ................................................ 
Postjudgment actions ........................................ 
Total ........................................................ 

Total criminnlk ................................................ 

Other criminal: 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Status offense: 

Non-of f ewe: 

Other juvenllc: 

Delinquency ................................................. 
Child in need o f  support .................................... 
Dependency and neglect petitions ............................ 
Relinquishments ............................................. 
Miscellaneous ............................................... 
Postjudgment actions filed .................................. 
Total ........................................................ 

Total. juvenilek ................................................ 
Grand totalk .................................................... 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,169 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

12,415 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

1,378 
3,295 
259 

4,932 

330 
771 

1,101 

537 
697 

1,234 
7,267 

942 
17 
917 
32 
240 
750 
35 

2,933 

685 

115 
800 

4,162 

7,111 

90,309 

- 

1,868 
5,581 
840 
247 
767 

1,301 
10,604 

399 

401 
3,621 
4,022 

15,025 

6,271 

924 

2,191 

485 
594 

6,317 
7,396 

16,782 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2,834 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
6,541 

X 

15,837 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,268 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

11,603 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

89,046 122,116 113.191 97,971 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

CJndge information: 

dCase definition or  unit of count: 
Five of these 105 judges serve in the Denver Superior, Juvenile, and Probate Courts. 

A civil case i s  counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

Personal injury--motor vehicle includes related property damage. 
Miscellaneous under extraordinary writs includes habeas corpus and other remedial writs, injunctions, etc. 
Criminal includes felonies as well as cases filed as felonies but reduced to misdemeanors. 
Criminal non-offense cases include extraditions, revocations, parole, and release from commitment hearings. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1977-78 (Denver, Colorado: 1978). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CoUlBILDo WATER CoUaTa 
Cmrt of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

7 d i s t r i c t s ,  7 d i s t r i c t  judges s e r v e  
July 1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d j  Disposed Beg inning 

pending 

C l v i l d :  
R e a l  proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Water a d j u d i c a t i o n s  ......................................... X 

Review p e t i t i o n s  ............................................ X 
D i l i g e n c e  f i n d i n g s  .......................................... X 

Other1  ...................................................... X 
T o t a l  ........................................................ 3,090 

2,585 X 
230 x 

3 X 
SO X 

2,868 __ 1,963 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 3,995 

T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 3,090 2,868 1,963 3,995 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 3,090 2,868 1,963 3,995 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be included in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

%Court j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

Data f o r  t h i s  Court a r e  inc luded  wi th  the  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  s i n c e  D i s t r i c t  Court  judges s e r v e .  

A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

F i l e d  inc ludes  o r i g i n a l  a c t i o n s  f i l e d  and postjudgment a c t i o n s  f i l e d .  
"Other" i n c l u d e s  c a s e s  involv ing  s p r i n g s ,  waste waters ,  e t c .  

Source: O f f i c e  of the  S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  of t h e  Colorado J u d i c i a r y  1977-78 (Denver, Colorado: 1978). 
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  



1 68 
C0u)BADO DO= DOWT 

Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
63 c a r n t i e s ,  106 judges 

J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30. 1 9 7 8  

_I_r_ 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

- pending 

C i v i l d :  
Small claimsa .................................................. 1 ,510  10,294 9,189 2,615 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 11 ,471  54,051 51,926 13,596 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 12,981 64,345 61,115 16 ,211  

Nisdemeanorj  ................................................... 12,484 27,073 25,273 14,284 
P r e l i m i n a r y  hearing ............................................ 0 16,005 16 ,005  0 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 12,484 43,078 41,278 14 ,284  

O t h e r  c i v i l :  
- 

c r i m i n a l d :  

T r a f f i c :  

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 43,762 153,103 148,679 48,186 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 69,227 260,526 251,072 78,681 

T r i a l d  
J u r y  Non-jury T o t a l  - -___  

C i v i l :  
Sma l l  claims ............. -- 3,451 3 ,451  
O t h e r  c i v i l  .............. 47 4,191 4,238 

T o t a l  ..................... 47 7,642 7,689 
C r i m i n a l  : 

Misdemeanor .............. 242 1,554 1,796 
T r a f f i c  .................... 754 8,342 9,096 

T o t a l  ....................... 1 ,043  17,538 18,582 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

T r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  bureau ........ 1 ,420  

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

aCour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of coun t :  
The s m a l l  claims d i v i s i o n  of t h e  County Court  became e f f e c t i v e  i n  Oc tobe r  1976.  

A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  coun ted  w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  is  t h e  number of d e f e n d a n t s  on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  or c a n p l a i n t .  
A j u ry  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 

Hisdemeanor i n c l u d e s  on ly  t h o s e  c a s e s  f i l e d  as misdemeanors, and no t  t h o s e  f i l e d  as f e l o n i e s  b u t  reduced t o  mirdeueanors. 
k x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t  of t h e  Co lo rado  J u d i c i a r y  1977-78 (Denver, Colorado:  1978) .  
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  that t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y .  

C 0 u l B A D O  HlJNICIPAL DOUBT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

197 c o u r t s ,  174  judges 
J u l y  1, 1977 to  June 30, 1978  

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases hand led  i n  t h e  Munic ipa l  Cour t  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1977-78. 
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CONNECTICUT COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
6 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from appellate session of 

- Appeals as a matter of right from 
Superior Court  upon certification. 

decisions of Superior and Common 
Pleas Courts (except zoning which 
must be certified by two justices). 

t 
I I SUPERIOR COURT (9) 

45 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity over $7,500 

(exclusive over $15,000). divorce. 
- Criminal (exclusive jurisdiction if  

sentence greater than 5 years). 
Appeals de novo from Probate Court .  
Appeals on record from Juvenile Cour 
Appellate session hears from 

court of Common Pleas. 

Jury trials. 

COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS (19) 
61 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity under $15,000 
- Criminal cases with possible fine less 

than $1,000 and/or sentence less thar 
1 year. -i lurv trials 

I 
JUVENILE COURT (3) I 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in matters of 

juvenile delinquency, dependency and 
neglect. 

1 

PROBATE COURT (129) 
129 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil jurisdiction in probate 

matters. 

Court  of 
last 

resort 1 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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CONNECTICUT SUPBWE COURT 
Court of last resort 

6 justices 
July 1. 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

P - 
End 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ........................................................ 398 393 304 487 
Cridml ..................................................... 89 81 49 121 

Total appeals ................................................. 487 474 353 608 
__ - ~ 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Bequests to appeal: 
Petitions for certification ................................ NIA 

Total other cases ............................................. N/A 
N/A rn 65 

65 
__ N/A 

NIA 

Total cases ..................................................... 487i 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 
Motions ...................................................... N/A 
Reservations ................................................. N/A 

Total ......................................................... N/A 

Total other proceedings ......................................... N/A 

___ 

4741 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NIA 

418 

438k 
8 

446 

446 

- 

6OBi 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NIA 

Manner of disposition 

Appeals 
Civil Crimlnal Total 

By opinion ............... 145 41 186 

Disposition of appealsP 

Affirmed (no error) ................................... 128 
Reversed (error, no further proceedings) ............... 32 
Reversed and remanded (error, further proceedings) ..... 56 
Reservations .......................................... 8 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category may OK may not be handled by the Court. 
Nlh = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bata are not complete: 

kAdditional information: 

mInformation or disposition type or trial data: 

Total cases pending and filed do not include data for petitions for certification. 

One hundred forty four of the four hundred thirty eight motions acted on were argued. 

Disposition information is given for appeals decided by opinion between October 1977 and October 1978. All other data on this chart were 
drawn from the normal fiscal year July to June time period. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1976-78 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 
Statistics are from the biennual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1979). 
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CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR DOITBT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

9 courts, 45 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 - 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civil+ 
Dcnestic relations: 

Appeal: 
Family docket ................................................ 
Appeal of trial court case: 
Appellate session .......................................... 

Non-family docket ............................................ 
Total civil ..................................................... 
Other civil: 

Cririnsld: 
Pelony/nisdemeanor: 

Appeal: 
Criminal categoriesj ........................................ 
Appellate session ........................................... 

Total criminal ................................................. 

Grand total ..................................................... 

12,533f 16,561 15,048 14,046 

113 163 

21,612f - 11,365 

34,258f 28,oag 

124k 152 

- 9,315 __ 23,662 

24,487 37,860 

3,aoifh 3.8111 3,750 3,862 

- 50 60 47 63 

3,851f 3,871 3,797 3,925 

- - - 

38,10gf 31,960 28,284 41,785 

Triald 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Civil ....................... 186 251 437 
Criminal (felonylmisdemeanor) 103 46 149 
Grand total .................. 289 29 7 586 

- 

Criminal dispositions 

Felony/misdemeanor 
Guilty, nolo plea ............... 2,781 
Jury trial: 
Conviction 63 
Acquittal ..................... 40 

Acquittal ..................... 36 
Dismissed, quashed .............. 159 

.................... 
Non- jury trial: .................... Conviction 10 

Nolled, withdrawn, transferred . . 661 

Time interval (average months) 

civil: 
Return day to disposition ................................... 18.6 
Date claimed for trial list to jury trial .................... 40.0 
Date claimed for trial list to non-jury trial ................ 30.3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury. trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

The number of cases pending is adjusted by computer to reflect transfers and other year-end input. 

Beginning pending figure for criminal categories was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data. 

Criminal categories are felony and misdemeanor cases. 

During the court year, the Appellate Session of Superior Court also heard 70 motions. 

Filed figure for criminal categories was provided by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

hFigure was computed: 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

kAdditional information: 

kpecial source or revision in data: 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1976-78 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1979). 
Statistics are from the biennual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the 
administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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CONNECTICUT COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

19 courts, 61 judges  
J u l y  1. 1977 to  June 30, 1978 - - P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Smal l  claims ................................................... 

Family docket  ................................................ 
Non-family docket  ............................................ 
Civ i l - -geograph ica l  areas .................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Domest ic  r e l a t i o n s :  

O t h e r  c i v i l :  

Cr imina ld  : 
Misdemeanor: 

Cr imina l  .................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 

T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Motor v e h i c l e  ............................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 

N I A  84,968 

9Zf 19 

31,441f 
4,245f 

35,686€ 

30,129 
16,503 
46,632 

35 ,778f i  131,619 

16,610f 87,311 

16,610f 87,311 

18,437 322,748 

18,437 322,748 

- 

N I A  

19 

28,876 
16,381 
45,257 

45,276j 

85,338 

85,338 

318,252 

318,252 

NIA 

92 

32,694 
4,367 

37,061 

37 ,  153i 

- 

18 ,583  

18,563 

- 

22,933 

22,933 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 70 ,825f i  541,678 448,8661 78,66gi 

Civilrn ....... 

T r i a l d  
Time i n t e r v a l  ( ave rage  months) 

- J u r y  Non-jury Total ................ 173 1.771 1.944 Civil% 
Re tu rn  day t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  .......................... 13.6 

Date claimed f o r  t r i a l  l ist  t o  non-jury t r ia l  ...... 20.0 
Date c la imed f o r  t r i a l  l i s t  t o  j u r y  t r ia l  .......... 24.0 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
V I A  = T h i s  case  type is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r imina l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  o r  compla in t .  
A j u ry  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted when t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  is  sworn. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does not  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r .  
The d i f f e r e n c e  in c i v i l  pending d a t a  is  because of t he  change i n  the  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  as i n d i c a t e d  above. 

iDa ta  a r e  not  complete:  
T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  pending and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  do not  i nc lude  small claios cases. Small  claims d a t a  a r e  inc luded  on ly  in t h e  f i l i n g  

f i g u r e s .  
"Categories  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

"Time i n t e r v a l  o r  age  of pending d a t a :  
Civi l  t r i a l  d a t a  are g iven  on ly  f o r  f ami ly  docke t  and nonfamily docket  c a s e s .  

Time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  are g iven  on ly  f o r  f ami ly  docket  and nonfamily docke t  cases. 

Source: Chief Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  J u d i c i a l  Department ,  Report  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Department 1976-78 Biennium ( H a r t f o r d ,  Connec t i cu t :  1979) .  
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  b i ennua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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COUNECTICUT PROBATE OJURT 
Court of limited jurisdictioo 

129 courts. 129 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civil+ 
Domestic relations: 
Adoption: 

Other domestic relations: 
Adoptions and terminations ................................. 
Marriages (permission and waiver) .......................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Estate: 
Probate/vills/intestate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Decedent's estate .......................................... 
Guardians .................................................. 
Conservators ............................................... 
Trustees ................................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Commitments .................................................. 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Mental health: 

Nf A 

N/A 
N/A 

2,103 

845 
2,948 

31,399 

1,856 
3,867 
5,614 
11,337 
42,736 

1,969 

47,653 

- 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 47,653 N/A N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N / A  = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

kAddi tional information: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

In addition the court handled 9,456 passport applications. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1976-78 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1979). 
Statistics are from the biennual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

CONNECTICUT JUVENILE Q)uBT 
Court -of limited jurisdictioo 

3 courts. 6 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Domestic relations: 
Other domestic relations: 
Termination of parental rights ............................. 44 173 164 53 

Total civil ..................................................... 44 173 164 53 

- - - - 

Juvenile : 
Criminal-type offense: 

Non-offense: 
Delinquency .................................................. 4,046l 

Neglect ...................................................... 284 
Revocation of commitments .................................... 114 
Total ......................................................... 398 - 

13,945 

674 
235 
909 - 

13,601 

669 
279 
948 - 

4,3901 

289 
70 
359 

~ 

Total juvenile .................................................. 4,444 14,854 14,549 4,749 

Grand total ...................................................... 4,488 15,027 14,713 4,802 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are not available. 

dCase definition: 

kpecial source or revision in the data: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Delinquency pending data were supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1976-78 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1979). 
Statistics are from the biennual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by 
the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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DELAWARE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 

- Final appellate jurisdiction. 
-Censor  Committee. 
- Advisory opinions. 

'Jurisdiction: 

A 
COURT OF CHANCERY (3) 
3 chancellors 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over all equity 

cases. Corporate cases, real property 
disputes, commercial matters, 
contractual matters, guardianships, 
trusts, estates. 

No jury trials. 

I 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (3) 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000. No limit 

-Misdemeanors (except drugs) outside 

No jury trials in New Castle. 
Jury  trials in Kent and Sussex 
(criminal cases only). 

in amount of counterclaim. 

M'ilmington. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (15) 
4 7  justicesof thepeace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $1.500. 
- Minor misdemeanors. Committing 

magistrate in all crimes. No criminal 
jurisdiction in Wilmington. 

- Motor vehicle cases (except felonies). 
Jury trials in landlordltenant cases 
onlv. 

I t  
~~ r- 

SUPERIOR COURT (3) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original civil (except equity) 

jurisdiction. Exclusive jurisdiction 
over adoptions, termination of 
parental rights, involuntary 
commitments of mentally ill. 

- Original criminal jurisdiction. 
Exclusive felony and drug  offense 
jurisdiction. 

Common Pleas and administrative 
agencies. 

Appeals de novo from Justice of the 
Peace Cour t  and Arbitration Panels. 

Appeals on record from Court of 

Divorce 
Contractual 

support 
agreements 

I 
' y  trials. 1 
L 

~~ 

FAMILY COURT (3) 
1 2  judges 
Jurisdiction 
- Support, divorce, annulment, separate 

maintenance, property settlement, 
custody 

- Child corruption, intrafamilycrimes 
(excluding felonies) 

- Dependency and neglect, delinquency 
Juvenile traffic violations 

No jury trials 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
WILMINGTON 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Misdemeanor, municipal ordinance 

violations, preliminary hearings for 
felonies and drug-related 
misdemea nors. 

all moving and parking violations. 
-Traffic Violations Division processes 

No jury trials. - 
ALDERMAN'S COURT (14) 
13 aldermen, 1 deputy, 3 assistants, 
2 alternates, and 1 mayor 
Jurisdiction: 
- Minor civil actions in some courts. 
-Minor  misdemeanors. Municipal 

ordinance violations. Committing 
magistrate in some courts. 

- Traffic offenses, parking violations. 
No jury trials. 

Cour t  
of last 
resort 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

iurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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DELAUABE SUPREUE COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 197ab 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals  : ....................................................... ..................................................... ................................................. 

c i v i i j  203f 226 230 199 
Cr imina l  84f - 135 89 - 130 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  287f 361 319 329 

Othe r  cases: ......................................... O r i g i n a l  p roceed ings  (j) 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. ( j )  

..................................................... T o t a l  c a s e s  287f 361 319 329 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

b e a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system in fo rma t ion :  
P r i o r  t o  1978, d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c o u r t  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  based on t h e  c a l e n d a r  yea r .  As a r e s u l t  of t h e  change i n  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d ,  beg inn ing  

pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  do no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e s  p r e v i o u s l y  g iven  f o r  t he  1977 c o u r t  yea r .  
on t h i s  c h a r t  o v e r l a p  by a 6-month pe r iod  of t i m e  w i th  d a t a  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r .  

Data  r e p o r t e d  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  do no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

JExp lana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  the  ca t egory :  
T h i s  was caused by t h e  s h i f t  from c a l e n d a r  t o  f i s c a l  yea r  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  pe r iod  of t h i s  c o u r t .  

C i v i l  a p p e a l s  i n c l u d e  o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  a d v i s o r y  op in ions .  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n s .  

Source:  D i r e c t o r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  of t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978) .  S t a t i s t i c s  
are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

DELAUABE COURT OF QUNCERYk 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 c o u n t i e s ,  3 c h a n c e l l o r s  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978 

End 
Disposed pending F i l e d  Beginning 

pending 

C iv i ld :  
E s t a t e :  

Probate/rillslintestate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
.................................................... Estates 2,752 1 ,744  1 ,588  2,908 

Guardians f o r  minors  . 
Guardians f o r  i n f i r m  . 
T r u s t s  ............... 
T r u s t e e s  f o r  men ta l ly  

T o t a l  ................. 
O t h e r  matters ........ 

T o t a l  ................... 
Other estate: 

O t h e r  c i v i l :  
c i v i l  c a s e s j  ............ 

..................................... 1 ,076  ..................................... 640 ..................................... 1 ,906  
11 .................................. 162 ..................................... 3,784 

154 
156 
179 

10  
499 

..................................... 284 114 ..................................... 6,820 2,357 

..................................... 678 400 

156 1 ,074  
73 723 

103  1,982 
3 169 

335 3,948 

91 
2,014 

307 
7,163 

417 661 

..................................................... T o t a l  c i v i l  7,498 2,757 2,431 7,824 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  7 ,498 2,757 2 ,431  7,824 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of count :  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  

C i v i l  c a s e s  i n c l u d e  c o r p o r a t e  cases, e q u i t y ,  real p r o p e r t y  d i s p u t e s  (boundar i e s  and t i t l e ) ,  commercial matters, c o n t r a c t u a l  m a t t e r s ,  
Delaware 's  "Sunshine Law," e t c .  Corpora t e  m a t t e r s  t a k e  up most of t h e  t i m e .  

kAdd i t iona l  i n fo rma t ion :  
Th i s  p r o f i l e  does  no t  i n c l u d e  r e f e r r a l s  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Guardian.  The P u b l i c  Guardian r e f e r s  cases to t h e  Court  of Chancery i f  he t h i n k s  a 

I n  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  1977-78 t h e r e  were 44 beg inn ing  pending,  159 f i l e d ,  124 d i s p o s e d ,  and 79  end pending 
The 159 f i l e d  cases were 1 3  g u a r d i a n s h i p s  and 146 i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

g u a r d i a n s h i p  may be necessa ry .  
c a s e s  f o r  t h e  P u b l i c  Guardian.  

Source:  D i r e c t o r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  o f  t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  
a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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DFLWARE SUPERIOR COURT 
C o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 c o u n t i e s .  11 judges 
J u l y  1, 1977  t o  J u n e  30, 1 9 1 8  

End 
Disposed pend ing  

F i l e d  Beg inn ing  
pend ing  

C i v i l &  
Law: 

Compla in t s  ................................................... 
Mechanic 's  l i e n s  and morgages ................................ 
Harriage d i s s o l u t i o n :  

O t h e r  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

D o a e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

D ivorce  a .................................................... 
Termina t ions  and a d o p t i o n s  ................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Mental health: 

I n v o l u n t a r y  commitments ...................................... 
Appea l  ......................................................... 
O t h e r  c iv i l :  

Misce l l aneous  ................................................ 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

2,3471 

41Z1 

3 

1501 
1 5 3 l  

92 
2931 

1261 

3 ,4231  

C K i d U l d :  
Pelonylmisdemeanor  : 

C r i m i n a l j  .................................................... 1,594 
Appeal  (j) ......................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 1 ,594  

1 ,859  

598 

0 

324 
324 

583 

298 

253 

- 
3,915 

3 ,024  
269 

3,293 

1,727 

625 

3 

289 
292 

571 
152 

264 

3 ,631  

- 

3,470 
(j) 

3,470k 

2,4791 

3851 

0 

1851 
1851 

3941 
104 

1601 

3 ,7071  

1 ,417k 
(j) 

1 ,417k  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 5,0171 7 ,208  7 ,101  5,1241 

T r i a l d k m  - 
Jury Non-jury Toeal 

C i V i P  ............ x X 120 
C r i a i n a l m  ......... 291 79 370 

T o t a l  .............. N / A  N/A 490 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  

Law 

D e f a u l t  judgment f o r  p l a i n t i f f  ,.. 250 
Dismissal: 

Vo lun ta ry  d i s m i s s a l  ............ 927 
Court  d i s m i s s a l  ................ 298 

T o t a l  ........................... 1 , 2 2 5  
O t h e r  judgment f o r  p l a i n t i f f  ..... 98  
Judgment f o r  d e f e n d a n t  ........... 24 
S p l i t  d e c i s i o n  ................... 14 

- 

R e a l  
P r o P r t Y  

r ights  

397 

145 
53 

198 
a 
0 

14 

T o t a l  

647 

1,072 
351 

1,423 
106 
24 

~ 

28 

Time i n t e r v a l  ( a v e r a g e  days)"  

Between f i l i n g  
and d i s p o s i t i o n  

civil: 
Lav  ........................... 477.1 
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  rights .......... 226.8 
O t h e r  d a m e s t i c  relations ...... 142.5 
Appeal  ........................ 261.7 
Mental h e a l t h  ................. 34.7 
O t h e r  c i v i l  ................... 66.3 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s k m  

G u i l t y  .............................. 171  
G u i l t y  p l e a  44 
Not g u i l t y  59 
Dismissal a t  t r ia l  .................. a 
Nol le  p r o s e q u i  a t  t r i a l  ............. 25 
Hung j u r y  21  

G u i l t y  .............................. 54 
G u i l t y  p l e a  4 
Not g u i l t y  .......................... 1 2  

Nol l e  p r o s e q u i  a t  t r i a l  ............. 3 
P l e a  .................................. 2,128 
T o t a l  t r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n  ................ 273 
T o t a l  a c q u i t t a l  ....................... 71 
Dismissal ............................. 35 
N o l l e  p rosequ i  ........................ 827 
Appeal d i smis sed ,  r e c o r d  remanded ..... 58 
Remand ................................ 16 

Pelony/Pisdemeanor  
J u r y  t r i a l :  

......................... ......................... 

........................... 
4 Mistrial ............................ 

Non-jury t r ia l :  

......................... 
D i r e c t e d  v e r d i c t  .................... 1 

Time i n t e r v a l  ( a v e r a g e  d a y s )  

Mean Median" -__  
criminal: 

A r r e s t  t o  d i s o o s i t i o n "  ........ 95.8 79.5 
I n d i c t m e n t  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n "  .... 71.9 53.1 
Length of t r i a l  ............... 1.72 N / A  

( c o n t i n u e d  on nex t  page)  



177 

Delaware S u p e r i o r  Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  is h ind led  by t h e  c o u r t ,  but  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of coun t :  
The Family c o u r t  assumed j u r i s d i c t i o n  ove r  d i v o r c e s  i n  November 1975. 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  t r a n s f e r ,  a p p e a l ,  o r  r e i n s t a t e m e n t .  A de fendan t  

A j u r y  t r i a l  is  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening s t a t e m e n t  or the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  o c c u r s .  

I n v o l u n t a r y  commitment p roceed ings  are h e l d  on ly  i n  New Castle County. 
Cr imina l  cases i n c l u d e  a p p e a l s  t h a t  a r e  t r i e d  de  novo excep t  f o r  f i l i n g s ,  which can be s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  new f i l i n g s  and appea l s .  

The number of pending criminal d e f e n d a n t s  d i s p l a y e d  i n c l u d e s  those  which are t r i a b l e  and no t  t r i a b l e .  There were 505 t r i a b l e  d e f e n d a n t s  
pending at  t h e  end of t h e  1978 f i s c a l  yea r .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  criminal case d i s p o s i t i o n s  l i s t e d  t h e r e  were a l s o  314 u n i n d i c t e d  criminal cases d i sposed  by n o l l e  p rosequ i .  These cases 
were not  counted w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  because t h e s e  c a s e s  were neve r  a c t u a l l y  be fo re  t h e  Supe r io r  Court .  The c a s e s  had 
been bound over  t o  S u p e r i o r  Court  e i t h e r  because p robab le  cause  was found a t  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g ,  o r  because t h e  p re l imina ry  hea r ing  
w a s  waived, but  e i t h e r  t h e  At to rney  General  t hen  dec ided  not  t o  seek  i n d i c t m e n t ,  o r  t h e  grand j u r y  ignored  the  ind ic tmen t .  

w i t h  a c o n s e c u t i v e l y  numbered series of i n fo rma t ion ,  a p p e a l s ,  o r  t r a n s f e r s  f i l e d  on the  same day i s  counted as one de fendan t .  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

kAddi t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  

l S p e c i a 1  source  or r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  
The pending d a t a  as no ted  were s u p p l i e d  by the  s ta te  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  du r ing  the  p rocess  of d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  These f i g u r e s  were 

a d j u s t e d  as the  r e s u l t  of a n  a u d i t  conducted d u r i n g  1979. 
mInfo rma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or  t r i a l  d a t a :  

C i v i l  t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  on ly  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  lav and real property r i g h t s  c a s e s .  No o t h e r  c i v i l  cases a r e  t r i e d  i n  t h i s  

The t r i a l  in fo rma t ion  coun t s  t he  number of t r ials he ld .  More than  one de fendan t ' s  case may be d i sposed  of by a s i n g l e  t r i a l .  The re  w e r e  
c o u r t .  

332 d e f e n d a n t s  whose c a s e s  were d i sposed  of by j u r y  t r i a l ,  and 74 whose cases were d i sposed  of by non-jury t r i a l .  
"Age of pending or t ime  i n t e r v a l  d a t a :  

Arrest t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  times i n c l u d e  a l l  de fendan t s .  
Ind ic tmen t  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  times i n c l u d e  i n d i c t e d  d e f e n d a n t s  on ly .  
Median t i m e  v a l u e s  were c a l c u l a t e d  us ing  t h e  grouped medians method. 

Source:  D i r e c t o r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  of t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  
are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and c o r r e c t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

DELAUARE COURT OF C O W N  PLEAS 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 c o u r t s ,  5 judges 
J u l y  1, 1977 to  J u n e  30. 1978 

C i v i l d :  
Other c i v i l : ,  

Complaints3 .................................................. X 
Misce l l aneous  j ............................................... X 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 1,679 - 

2,898 
151i 

3,049i 

X 
X 
- 3,142 

..................................................... T o t a l  c i v i l  1 ,F19 3 ,049 i  3 ,142 
Cr imina ld  : 

Uisdemeanor: 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 990 6,534 6,394 

~ - - 
.................................................. T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  990 6,534 6,394 

- 1,130 

1.130 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  2,669 9 ,583 i  9,536 2,716 

T r i a l d  

.Jurya Non-jury TOfal - 
C r i m i n a l  .......... 81 6,313 6,394 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Coun t i e s .  
J u r y  t r ia l s  are n o t  handled i n  t h e  New C a s t l e  County Court  of Common P l e a s ;  j u r y  t r ia l s  f o r  criminal cases are held i n  Kent and Sussex 

I f  a j u r y  demand is  made i n  New C a s t l e  County, t h e  c a s e  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S u p e r i o r  Court .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of coun t  i s  t h e  number of cha rges .  
A j u r y  t r ia l  is  counted when t h e  j u r y  is  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t h e  case i s  n o t  d i sposed  of by a j u r y  tr ial .  D i s p o s i t i o n  by g u i l t y  p l e a ,  n o l l e  p rosequ i ,  d i s m i s s a l ,  e tc . ,  

are a l l  counted as non-jury t r i a l s .  
iData are n o t  complete:  

Misce l l aneous  cases f i l e d  f o r  t h e  New Castle County i n c l u d e  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  name change from J a n u a r y  1 th rough  Janua ry  30,  1978 only.  
A l l  o t h e r  d a t a  are complete .  

"Complaints" i n c l u d e s  compla in t s  f o r  damages ( i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g  au tomobi l e s ) ,  r e p l e v i n s ,  f o r e i g n  a t t achmen t s ,  and domes t i c  

"Miscel laneous" i n c l u d e s  c i v i l  judgments and p e t i t i o n s  f o r  name change. 

k x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

a t t achmen t s .  

Source:  D i r e c t o r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  of t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978) .  S t a t i s t i c s  
are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  



DELAUARE FAMILY COURT 
Cour t  of  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 c o u r t s .  12 j udges  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978  

End 
F i l e d  Disposedk pendingk 

Beginning 
pending 

c h i l d :  
D o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Mar r i age  d i s s o l u t i o n :  

Suppor t l cus tody :  
D ivorce  and annulments  ..................................... 
N e w  suppor t  ................................................ 
Arrea rages  and m o d i f i c a t i o n s  ............................... 
C u s t o d y / v i s i t a t i o n  ......................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
V i s i t a t i o n  ................................................. 
I m p e r i l i n g  ................................................. 
A n c i l l a r y  matters .......................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

O t h e r  c i v i l  .................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

O t h e r  domest ic  r e l a t i o n a :  

3 ,4851 

3,351 
2,627 
2,210 
8,188 

456 
553 
6971 

1 , 7 0 6 l  

625 
9,8941 
- 
14,0041 

3,293 

N / A  
NIA 
N/A 

3, 293i 

N/A 
N/A 
N / A  
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
3,293 i  

999g 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X - 

2,5958 

C + i d M l d :  
O t h e r  criminal: 

Adult  c r i m i n a l  ............................................... N/A 2,034 N/A 220 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N / A  2,034 NlA 220 

- - __ 

T r a f f i c  : 
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

T r a f f i c - - j u v e n i l e  ............................................ N / A  793 N/A X - - - 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A 793 N/A X 

J u v e n i l e  : 
Criminal- type o f f e n s e :  

Felony ....................................................... N/A 
Misdemeanor .................................................. N/A 

T o t a l  ......................................................... N / A  
Status o f f e n s e  ................................................. N/A 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N/A 

~ 

1,742 
4 ,801  
6,543 
2,159 __ 
8,702 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

__ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 807i 25 ,533 l  3 ,293i 3 , 9 2 2 8  

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
N/A 3 This  case  type  is  hand led  by t h e  c o u r t  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l ,  t r a f f i c ,  and j u v e n i l e  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of s i n g l e  i n c i d e n t s .  H u l t i p l e  compla in t s  a r i s i n g  from a s i n g l e  i n c i d e n t  a r e  

counted as a s i n g l e  p e t i t i o n .  
gChange i n  pending does no t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

T o t a l  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  and t o t a l  c i v i l  end pending f i g u r e s  on ly  i n c l u d e  marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  cases .  
The grand t o t a l  end pending f i g u r e  i s  as g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

T o t a l  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and grand t o t a l  beginning pending and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  on ly  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  mar r i age  d i s s o l u t i o n  
iData a r e  no t  complete:  

ca ses .  
l S p e c i a l  sou rce  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

These d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  du r ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source:  D i r e c t o r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  of t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 
are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and c o r r e c t i o n s  w e r e  s u p p l i e d  by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  c n u r t s  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

1978) .  S ta t i s t ics  
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  3 j udges  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

Cr imina ld  : 
Other  c r i m i n a l :  

Cr imina l1  .................................................... 558 8 , 8 9 3  9,044 407 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 558 8 ,893  9,044 407 

- - __ - 

T r a f f i c :  
O the r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  ........................................ 418 16,238 15,431 1,225 __ - - - 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 418 16,238 15,431 1,225 

Grand t o t a l  ....................................................... 976 25,131 24,475 1 ,632  

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of coun t  is t h e  number of cha rges .  

Source:  D i r e c t o r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  of  t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 
are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

1978) .  S t a t i s t i c s  

DELAWARE JUSTICE OF TBB JXACE COURT 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

lSk  courts. 4 7  j u s t i c e s  of t h e  peace 
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d  : 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Criminald:  

Misdemeanor: 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 

P r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  ............................................ 
O t h e r  criminal: 

Fishlgame .................................................... 
Other  ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

T r a f f i c :  

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

- 
10,772 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

- 
X 

15,844 

16,868k 
1,247 

1,673 
2,880 
4,553 

22,668 

12,925 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 
13,691 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

72,267 X X 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 11,255 110,779 107,390 14,644 

Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

By ma i l - in  f i n e  ................. 43,926 
By c o u r t  appea rance  ............. 50,095 
By counse l  appearance ........... 444 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of cha rges .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  15 a c t i v e  c o u r t s ,  d u r i n g  1978 t h e r e  w a s  one i n a c t i v e  J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace  Court .  
P r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g s  were h e l d  i n  3,526 of  t h e  misdemeanor c a s e s .  

k A d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  

Source:  D i r e c t o r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  of t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  
a r e  from the  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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OELhyABE ALDEBMU'S alUBT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1hk c o u r t s ,  13 alderneu and 1 mayorC 
July 1.  1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Small claims: 

Other  ........................................................ N / A  N/A 446i  N/A 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N / A  N/A 446 i  N/A 

- 

Crininald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Cr imina l  ..................................................... N/A N/A 1, 3 B i  N/A - 
.................................................. T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  N / A  N / A  1 ,3251 N / A  

Traffic: - - - ~ 

................................................... T o t a l  t r a f f i c  N / A  N / A  14,033i N / A  

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N / A  N / A  15,804i N / A  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  T h i s  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

CJudge in fo rma t ion :  
I n  a d d i t i o n  to t h e  a ldermen and mayor s e r v i n g  t h i s  c o u r t ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  1 depu ty ,  3 a s s i s t a n t s ,  and p o s i t i o n s  f o r  3 a l t e r n a t e  a ldermen,  one 

of which was vacan t  du r ing  1978. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count :  

B c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OK compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of cha rges .  

C i v i l  d i sposed  and grand t o t a l  d i sposed  f i g u r e s  do no t  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f rom J u l y  1977 th rough  December 1977 f o r  t h e  Har r ing ton  Alderman's 

?lo d a t a  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n s  d u r i n g  August 1977 f o r  t h e  L a u r e l  Alderman's Cour t ,  and, as a r e s u l t ,  t hey  a r e  no t  i n c l u d e d  

i u a t a  are not complete:  

Court .  

i n  any of t h e  f i g u r e s  on t h i s  c h a r t .  
kAdd i t iona l  i n fo rma t ion :  

r ecen t  p a s t .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  14  a c t i v e  Cour t s ,  t h e r e  were 3 c o u r t s  which were not  a c t i v e  du r ing  f i s c a l  yea r  1977-78 b u t  which have been a c t i v e  i n  t h e  

Source:  D i r e c t o r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  1978 Annual Report  of t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  
a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

9judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from the Superior Court and 

certain District of Columbia agencies 

SUPERIOR COURT 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited civil jurisdiction. 

Family: domestic relations, mental 
health, intrafamily and neglect, 
probate: 

ordinance violations. 
- Felony, misdemeanor, traffic, 

- Family: juvenile. 

Jury trials 

1 

1 
Court of 

last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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DISTRICT OF (xILuI(BIA CQWT OF APPEALS 
C o u r t  of last resort 

9 judges 
J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 7 8  t o  December 31, 1978  

- 
End 

pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pend ing  

Cases :  
Appea l s  : 

Civi l  ........................................................ X 375 X X 
C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... X 666 X X 

Agency ..................................................... X 152 X X 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s j  ................................................ 1,1611j 1 , 1 9 3 3  1,3311 l,loslj 

Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency  case: 

O t h e r  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  p roceed ings :  
Originial  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

S p e c i a l  p roceed ingsJ  ....................................... X 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................... 0 

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  r ev iew ....................................... ( j )  
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 0 

T o t a l  ....................................................... x 
R e q u e s t s  to appea l :  

__ 

76 
36 

112 

(j) 
112 

X 
36 
36 i  

(j) 
X 

X 
0 
x 

(j) 
0 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 1 ,1611 

Othe r  p roceed ings :  
O t h e r  m a t t e r s :  

P r o c e d u r a l  motions ........................................... 0 
S u b s t a n t i v e  motions .......................................... 0 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 0 ____ 
T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... 0 

1 , 3 0 5  

6,816 
1 ,388  
8,204 

8,204 

~ 

1 ,367  1,10981 

6 ,816  0 
1 , 3 8 8  0 
8 ,204  0 

8 ,204  0 

- ___ 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  T i m e  i n t e r v a l  ( a v e r a g e  d a y s )  

Op in ion  ..................... 352 
Judgment .................... 440 
By o r d e r  .................... 539 

Not i ce  of a p p e a l  t o  f i l i n g  of r eco rd  ........................ 124 
F i l i n g  of r eco rd  u n t i l  b r i e f i n g  is completed ................ 134 
Completed b r i e f i n g  t o  argument o r  submiss ion  ................ 93 
Argument o r  submiss ion  t o  d e c i s i o n  .......................... 121  
Not i ce  of appea l  t o  d e c i s i o n  ................................. 472 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  t y p e  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  

gChange i n  pending does  n o t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
F i . l i ngs  and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  a r e  as g i v e n  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  Pending f i g u r e s  a r e  as provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  

c o n r t .  
iData a r e  not complete:  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  
The t o t a l  o r i g i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  d i sposed  f i g u r e  does no t  i n c l u d e  s p e c i a l  p roceed ings  cases. 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  i n c l u d e  a p p e a l s  and p e t i t i o n s  f o r  review.  
" S p e c i a l  p roceed ings"  i n c l u d e  mandamus, p r o h i b i t i o n ,  e x t r a d i t i o n ,  habeas  co rpus ,  contempt ,  and men ta l  h e a l t h  c a s e s .  Formerly t h e  m a j o r i t y  

of t h e s e  c a s e s  were c a t e g o r i z e d  under  criminal a p p e a l s .  
k p e c i a l  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

The end pending f i g u r e  was s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source:  J o i n t  Committee on J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Distr ic t  of Columbia and E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  1978 Annual Repor t  (Washington,  D . C . ) .  
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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DISTRICT OF alLIRIBIA SUPERIOR COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court, 44 judges 
January 1, 1978  to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civil&: 
Law: 
Civil jury ................................................... 
Civil non-jury ............................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Small claims ................................................... 
Real property rights: 
Landlord and t e n a n t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Supportlcustody: 
Divorce .................................................... 
Support .................................................... 
Reciprocal support ......................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Other domestic relations: 
Paternity .................................................. 
Intrafamilyl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Total ....................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Estate: 
Probatelmillslintestate: 

Guardiansbiplconservatorshipltrusteesbip: 
Decedents' estates ......................................... 
Minors' estates ............................................ 

Total ......................................................... 
Judicial petitions ........................................... 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Mental health: 

Appeal: 

Civil tax .................................................. 
Criminal tax ............................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Habeas corpus ................................................ 
Auditor-master division ...................................... 

Extraordinary writ: 

Other civil: 

3,837 
1 ,123  
4 ,960  
1 ,912  

4,883fk 

4,978f 

587 
1,111 
1 ,698  

223 

360 
5 9 9  
955f 

7,854f 

N / A  

N/A 
N I A  

64f 

133f 
311 
444f 

23 

603f 

Total civil .... ... . . . . . . . . ... ..... . . .. ..... . . . . . . ............... 20,743fi  

CriminaldJ: 
Felony ......................................................... 1 ,488  
Uisdemeanor .................................................... 2 ,744  
Preliminary hearing ............................................ 148 
Ordinance violation: 
Major triable District of Columbia cases ..................... 61 
Other District of Columbia cases ............................. 322 
Total ......................................................... 383 

52 

Total criminal .................................................. 4,815 

Other crimikl : 
Special proceedingsj . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Trafficj: , 

Other traffic violation: 
Major triable traffic .................. ...................... 1 , 7 6 3  
Other traffic ................................................ 4,822 
Total ......................................................... 6 ,585  

Total traffic ................................................... 6,585 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 
Delinquency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Status offense: 
Person in need of supervfsion ................................ 

Aon-offense: 
Neglect . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total juvenile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1 , 0 3 3 f l  

2 6 f l  

165f1 

1,224f  

3 ,405 
1,825 
5,230 

32,797 

107 ,701  

4 ,32n  

255 
1 ,161  
1 ,416  

320 

532 
693 

1,225 
7 ,281  

2 ,333  

107 
2,440 

680 

155  
370k 
525 

20 

1,612 

158,286 

3 ,415  
13 ,395  

6,576 

116 
3,136 
3,252 

1 ,694  

28,332 

6,389 
46,970k 
53,359k 

53,359 

5,51Z1 

3701 

5021 

6,384 

3 ,256  
1,756 
5 ,012  

32,756 

107,481 

4,545 

294 
782 

1 ,076  
310 

495 
404 
899 

6,830 

X 

X 
2,453 

682 

66 
263 
329 

26 

1 ,771  

157,340 

3,854 
13,732 

6 ,460  

139 
3,182 
3 ,321  

1,689 

29,056 

7,222 
46,730k 
53,952k 

53,952 

5 ,6011  

3581 

5431 - 
6,502 

3 ,986  
1 ,192  
5 , 1 7 8  
1 ,953  

5 , 1 0 3  

4,753 

548 
1 , 4 9 0  
2,038 

233 

397 
884 

1 ,281  
8 ,305  

N / A  

N I A  
N / A  

62 

222 
418 
640 

17 

444 

21  ,7O2gi 

1 ,049  
2 ,407  

264 

38 
276 
314 

57 

4 ,091  

930 
5,062 
5,992 

5,992 

9441 

381 

1241 - 
1 ,106  

Grand total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 , 3 6 7 f i  246,361 246,850 32,891@ 



District of Columbia Superior Court (continued) 

Triald 
Civil dispositionsm 

. Jury Non-jury Toral 
CivilD: Lav Small claim ....................... law 188 224 412 Settled before court ....................... 1,821 0 
Small claims ................ 733 733 Dismissed before trial ..................... 875 1, 105 
Total 188 957 1. 145 Removed from calendar ...................... 221 0 ...................... 
Criminal: 
Felony .................... 658 52 
Misdemeanor ............... 451 243 
0 rdinance vi0  la t ion ....... 0 93 
Total ...................... 1. 109 388 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation ... 70 1. 489 

Grand total .................. 1. 367 2. 834 

Traffic dispositions 

Other traffic violation: 
Guilty plea ............... 9. 413 
Dismissed by court ........ 5.  607 
Nolle prosequi ............ 16. 167 
No paper .................. 1 .  046 
Transfer Rule 105 ......... 7 
Absconded ................. 3. 807 
Security forfeit .......... 8 .  210 
Otherm ..................... 8. 136 

Jury trial: 
Guilty ............................... 
Mistrial ............................. 
Motions for judgment of acquittal .... 
Total ................................. 
Guilty ............................... 
Not guilty ........................... 
Motions for judgment of acquittal .... 
Total ................................. 
Prior to adjudication or hearing ..... 
By court ............................. 

Total ................................. 
No paper ............................... 
Nolle prosequi ......................... 
Guilty plea ............................ 
Absconded .............................. 
Xental observation ..................... 
TransEer Rule 105  ...................... 
Security forfeit ....................... 
fleld for Grand Jury .................... 
Waived Grand Jury ...................... 
No probable cause ...................... 
Certified to U.S. Magistrate ........... 
Indictment filed ....................... 
Extradition waived ..................... 
Extradition granted .................... 
Extradition denied ..................... 
Special proceedings granted ............ 
Special proceedings denied ............. 

Not guilty ........................... 

Nnn-jury trial: 

Dismissed: 

Settled at pre-trial OK 
710 trial conference ......................... 
694 Summary judgment granted ................... 

93 Settlement ................................. 
1. 497 Dismissed for want ofprosecution ........... 

Consent or confessed judgment ............... 
1. 559 Dismissed by motion ........................ 
4. 201 Settled after trial ........................ 

Default judgment ........................... 
Exparte .................................... 
Judgment on pleadings ...................... 
Motion for judgment granted ................ 
Other ...................................... 
Dismissed-pretrial motion .................. 
Continuances ............................... 
Cases to files pending settlement .......... 
Certified to another judge ................. 
Judgment paid and satisfied ................ 
Non-suits .................................. 
Jury demands (certified t o  jury) ........... 

Stays ...................................... 

450 
146 

49 
13 

658 

18 
34 
0 

52 

299 
23 

322 
0 

34 
2.  287 

356 
0 
0 
0 .. 

_- 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
_- 

Criminal dispositions 

Ordinance 
Misdemeanor violation 

227 0 
148 0 
35 0 
4 1  0 

451 0 

179 X 
49 X 
15  X 

243 93 

0 0 
1. 018 257 
1. 018 257 
1. 995 1. 153 
3.  713 506 
3. 982 377 
1. 521 107 

76 0 
445 7 

0 821 .. -- 
.. .. 
.. .. .. _- 
.. .. 
.. .. 
.. .. 
.. .. 
.. .. 
.. _- 

Preliminary 
hearing 

__ 
.. 
.. 
_- 
.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
367 
367 

1. 194 
231 

115 
9 3  

.. 

.. 

.. 
3. 189  
1. 015 

77 
72 
42 .. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

Time interval1 (average months) 

Time trial could be had after case was placed on calendar: 
Civil jury ................................ 11.0 
Civil non-jury ............................ 8 . 5  

891 
107 
136 

6 9  
69 
39 
0 

129 
8 

33 
0 

21  
99 
82 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Extraordinary 
writ . 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
18 
18 

262 

19 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
499 

41  
2 

659 
189 

0 
0 
0 

273 
2 .  108 

0 
0 

11. 268 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

4. 186  
8. 556 

3 
4. 470 

4 
50 

Total 

677 
294 

84  
54 

1, 109 

. 

1971  

151 
83 i\ 

388 

299 
1, 683 
1. 982 
4. 342 
4 .  746 
6. 646 
2 .  118 

169 
452 
821  

3. 189 
1. 015 

77 
72 
42 

499 
41  

2 

189 
659 

(continued on next page) 
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D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Super ior  Court  (cont inued)  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This case  type is handled by the  c o u r t ,  bu t  the  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
-- - Not appl icable .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Super ior  Court d a t a  a r e  d isp layed  according t o  case types ,  not cour t  d i v i s i o n s  a s  they e x i s t  i n  t h e  Super ior  Court. C i v i l  D i v i s i o n  handles 

c i v i l  ju ry ,  c i v i l  non-jury, small claims. and landlord  and t e n a n t  cases .  Family Div is ion  handles d ivorce ,  adopt ion ,  p a t e r n i t y ,  suppor t ,  
r e c i p r o c a l  suppor t ,  i n t r a f a m i l y ,  j u d i c i a l  p e t i t i o n s ,  habeas corpus,  delinquency, n e g l e c t ,  and person i n  need of superv is ion  cases .  
Probate Div is ion  handles decedent ' s  e s t a t e s  and minor 's  e s t a t e s  cases .  Tax Div is ion  handles c i v i l  t a x  and cr imina l  t a x  cases .  Criminal 
Div is ion  handles a l l  c r i m i n a l  and traffic cases .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case  is  counted when it is  placed on the  ca lendar  (has reached i s s u e ) .  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is  the number of defendants  on t h e  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  o r  complaint.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted i f  t r i e d  to  d e c i s i o n .  

The d i f f e r e n c e  is  due t o  adjustments made by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t .  

No pending d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e s t a t e  c a s e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  the  imbalance i n  pending f i g u r e s .  

Grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  estate cases .  E s t a t e  cases  are included i n  t h e  f i l i n g  and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s .  
N o  breakdown was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  outcome of non-jury t r i a l s  f o r  criminal ord inance  violations cases .  The t o t a l  breakdown of the  r e s u l t  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year does not  equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year:  

gChange i n  pending does not equal  the  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

iData a r e  not complete: 

of c r imina l  non-jury t r i a l s  is  t h e r e f o r e  not complete. 
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  included i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

I n t r a f a m i l y  inc ludes  751 " r e t u r n  t o  f i l e s "  c a s e s .  
Spec ia l  proceedings inc lude  f u g i t i v e  from j u s t i c e  complaints,  w r i t s  of habeas corpus,  e x t r a d i t i o n  of out of s t a t e  wi tnesses ,  adversary  

Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  cases  f i l e d  inc lude  new f i l i n g s  and r e i n s t a t e d  cases .  

The 370 cr imina l  t a x  cases  f i l e d  i n d i c a t e  the  number of charges brought a g a i n s t  62 i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
Of the  222 c i v i l  t a x  cases  pending, 35 a r e  held on t h e  reserve  ca lendar  by order  of t h i s  c o u r t ,  21 a r e  held under advisement, 12  have not 

hear ings ,  and show cause of contempt proceedings.  

kAddi t iona l  information: 

been brought t o  i s s u e ,  and the remaining 154 a r e  awai t ing  judgment. 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  there  were 24,876 c r i m i n a l  warran ts  i s sued .  ) 
The reduct ion  i n  the  number of o t h e r  t r a f f i c  cases  between 1977 and 1978 was the  r e s u l t  of a change i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  pol icy .  A f t e r  

January 1, 1978, on ly  cases  wherein t h e  defendant appeared were counted. Previous ly ,  a l l  cases  were counted, whether o r  not t h e  defendant 
appeared. 

repor ted  w i l l  inc lude  a l l  undisposed c a s e s .  P r i o r  t o  1978, p r a c t i c e  was t o  r e f l e c t  a s  pending only those cases  f o r  which t r i a l  had been 
s e t .  The end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h i s  ca tegory  from 1977 was 210 cases .  

The beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  landlord  and tenant  cases  r e f l e c t s  a change i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  pol icy .  Beginning i n  1978. pending c a s e s  

k p e c i a l  source  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  the da ta :  

mCategor ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n s  type o r  t r i a l  da ta :  
J u v e n i l e  caseflow d a t a  and t i m e  i n t e r v a l  d a t a  were suppl ied  by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of the  Court during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Other traffic d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  defendants  whose cases  a r e  i n  t h e  t r a f f i c  summons s t a g e  i n  accordance wi th  procedures out l ined  i n  t h e  T r a f f i c  
V i o l a t i o n  Not ice  System. 

Source: J o i n t  Committee on J u d i c i a l  Adminis t ra t ion  i n  the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia and Executive O f f i c e r ,  1978 Annual Report (Washington, D.C.). 
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were suppl ied  by t h e  
admins t ra t ive  o f f i c e  of the  cour t  dur ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



186 

Constitutional question. 
Death penalty. 

Bond validation. 

FLORIDA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

DISTRICT COURTS 
OF APPEAL (5) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals and writs 

of certiorari from Circuit Courts, 
agencies, and commissions. 

f 

Bond 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals and writs 

of certiorari from lower courts, 
agencies, and commissions. 

- Direct appeals on constitutional ques- 
tions, death penalty, bond validation, 
andcases of great public interest. 

validation. 

4 4 

I 

DISTRICT COURTS 
OF APPEAL (5) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals and writs 

of certiorari from Circuit Courts, 
agencies, and commissions. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20 )  
292 judges 

- Actions at  law over $2,500.  Domestic 
Jurisdiction: 

relations, probate, guardianship, 
mental health, equity. 

- Exclusive felony jurisdiction, and 
jurisdiction over misdemeanors 
arising out of the same circumstances 
as a felony. 

- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo or on record. 

Jury trials., I 

J 
COUNTY COURT (67) 
190 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Actions at  law under $2,500,  small 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

- Traffic. 

Jury trials. 

claims. 

felony preliminaries. 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 1 
Indicates route of appeal T 
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FLORIDA SUPREWE 0OUB.T 

7 j u s t i c e s  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978  to  December 31. 1978  

Cour t  Of last resort 

Cases: 
Appeals  ........................................................ 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 
Other  cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Habeas co rpus  ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 
Board of Bar Examiners ................................... 
Other  .................................................... 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
F l o r i d a  Bar .............................................. 
C e r t i f i e d  q u e s t i o n s  ...................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 

D i s c i p l i n a r y :  

Advisory op in ion :  

Reques t s  to  appeal :  
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  writs of c e r t i o r a r i  from: 

D i s t r i c t  Cour t s  of Appeal ................................ 
Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
C i r c u i t  Court  ............................................ 

I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  Commission ........................ 
P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission .............................. 

T o t a l  ................................................... 
Other  .................................................... 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

T o t a l  cases ................................................... 

Other  p roceed ings :  
Rehearing r e q u e s t s :  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e h e a r i n g  ...................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n ]  

Opinion:  
W r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  .............. 230 
Pe r  cur iam ................... 252 

T o t a l  ......................... 482 
D i s p o s i t i o n  by o r d e r  ........... 2,017 

X 
X 

__ 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

467 
467 
- 

176 
57 
36 
83 
1 5  

367 

139 

5 
511 

1,366 
19 

338 
39 

377 
0 

1,762 
2,273 
- 

405 
405 
- 

180 
53 
42 
92 
15 

382 

135 

4 
521 

1,318 
19 

203 
32 

235 
1 
- 1 ,573  

2,094 

X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

1,119 2,740 2,494 1,3638 

1351 - 4171 4871 6481 

1 3 5 l  417l  4871 6481 

S t a t u s  of pending cases1 (12/31/78)  

Number of cases: 
Not p e r f e c t e d  ........... 516 
Ready f o r  argument ...... 5 1  
Under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ..... 796 

T o t a l  .................... 1 ,363  

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  b u t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

gChange i n  pending does no t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t o t a l  cases f i g u r e s  r e f l e c t s  a c o r r e c t i o n  of +3 cases made t o  t h e  inven to ry  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r t  yea r .  
The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e h e a r i n g  f i g u r e s  r e f l e c t s  a c o r r e c t i o n  of -1 case made t o  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r t  yea r .  

Data f o r  o t h e r  p roceed ings ,  manner of d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and s t a t u s  of pending cases were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c o u r t  du r ing  data 
k p e c i a l  sou rce  or  r i v i s i o n  in t h e  d a t a :  

v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source:  O f f i c e  of S t a t e  Cour t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t  1978 ( T a l l a h a s s e e .  F l o r i d a ) ,  and C le rk  of t h e  Supreme 
Cour t ,  Supreme Court  of  F l o r i d a  Janua ry  and June Terms, 1978 (unpub l i shed) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t s  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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FLORIDA DISTRICT DDWTS OF AF'F'EU 
Intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t  

5 d i s t r i c t s ,  39 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals ........................................................ N / A  

Tota l  appeals ................................................. N / A  
- 8,373 ___ 

8,373 
8,496 

8,496 
N/A 

N/A 

Other cases:  
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  

Advisory opinion: 
..................................... Other o r ig ina l  wr i t s  N/A 645 551 N/A 

Other j  ................................................... N/A 22 18 N/A 
Tota l  ....................................................... N/A 667 569 N/A 

................................................. N I A  Cer t io ra r i  N / A  523 627 
Tota l  other cases ............................................. N/A 1,190 1,196 NIA 

Requests to appeal: 
- . _ _ _  

Tota l  cases ..................................................... N / A  9,563 9,692 N / A  

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N/A - T h i s  case type is handled by the court  but the data a re  unavailable.  
X The data for  t h i s  case type a re  known to  be included i n  the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

kxp lana t ion  of data included i n  the category: 
"Other" category includes re ins ta ted  appeals and c e r t i f i e d  questions.  

Source: Office of S ta t e  Courts Administrator, Florida Jud ic i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 1978 (Tallahassee,  F lor ida) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the 
annual report  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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FLORIDA CIBCUIT COURT 
C a r t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 c i r c u i t s .  292 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  Deceaber 31, 1978 

L p_t - 
End 

pending Beginning F i l e d  Disposed pending 

Civ i ld :  
Tor t :  

P r o f e s s i o n a l  t o r t :  

O t h e r  t o r t :  
Medical malprac t ice  ....................................... 
Negligence ................................................ 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Contrac ts  and indebtedness................................... 

Condemnation ................................................ 
Real property/mortgage f o r e c l o s u r e  ........................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Contract:  

Beal proper ty  r igh ts :  

D a a e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  
Marriage disso lu t ion :  

Disso lu t ion  and annulment ................................. 
Esta te :  
Probateluillslintestate: 

Guardianshiplcrmsertorshipltrusteeship: 
Probate ................................................... 
Guardianship .............................................. 
Trus ts  .................................................... 

T o t a l  ...................................................... 
T o t a l  ........................................................ 

Mental h e a l t h  ................................................. 
Other c i v i l  ................................................... 
Appeal ........................................................ 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
C r i n i n a l :  

Felony: 
C a p i t a l  punishment crimes .................................... 
C r i m e s  a g a i n s t  persons ....................................... 
C r i m e s  a g a i n s t  property.............................. ........ 
Drugs................................... ..................... 
Other f e l o n i e s  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... ........................................................ - Appeal 

T o t a l  c r imina l  ................................................. 

N /A 

N/A 
N / A  

NIA 

N I A  
NIA 
N / A  

N / A  

N/A 
N / A  
N I A  
N/A 
N / A  
N/A 

N/A 
NIA 

Juveni le :  
Criminal-type offense: 

Non-of f ense: 
Delinquency ................................................. N/A 

Dependency ................................................... N/A 

T o t a l  juvenile......................... ......................... N/A 

822 

20,939 
21,761 

27,005 

1,381 
16,916 
18,297 

81,985 

38,100 

4,737 
104 

4,841 
42,941 
13,156 
56,305 

905 

262,355 

903 

21,426 
22,329 

23,040 

1,288 
15,689 
16,977 

77,331 

36,384 

3,246 
285 

3,531 
39,915 
12,749 
50,384 

596 

243,321 

N f A  

N f A  
N I A  

N / A  

N / A  
N / A  
Nf A 

N I A  

794 430 N/A 
21,908 18,399 N I A  
31,122 26,599 NIA 

23,591 20,887 N / A  
17,787 15,754 NIA 

95,202 82,069 N/A 
640 479 __ 

95,842 82,548 N / A  

55,893 53,693 N I A  

20,830 17,823 N/A 
76,723 71,516 N/A 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N I A  434,920 397,385 N / A  

- T r i a l d  C r i m i n a l  ( fe lony)  disposit ionsm 

9 Non-ju T o t a l  Jury t r i a l :  Before t r i a l :  
C i v i l "  ............ 3,045 1 3 9 , 5 2 7  142,574 Conviction .............. 1.492 Convicted a f t e r  plea ... 17,839 
C r i m i n a l m  ( fe lony)  2,764 1.528 4,292 Acquitted or  dismissed .. 904 Adjudication withheld .. 14,605 

T o t a l  ............... 5,809 141,057 146,866 Convicted a f t e r  p lea  .... 185 Dismissed .............. 31,091 
Adjudication withheld ... 183 Transferred t o  

Non-jury t r i a l :  another c m r t  ........ 8,262 
Conviction .............. 556 Other .................. 5,980 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  Acquitted or dismissed .. 453 
Convicted a f t e r  p lea  .... 142 

Dismissed before hearing ....... 47,487 Adjudication withheld ... 377 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
N / A  = This c a s e  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but the  da ta  a r e  unavai lab le .  
-- = Not appl icable .  

dCnse d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or c m p l a i n t .  
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is the  number of defendants on the  information, indictment,  or complaint a r i s i n g  f r a n  a s i n g l e  c r imina l  

episode. , A jury  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  jury  is sworn. 
A nm-jury  t r i a l  is counted at  the  poin t  when an  opening statement or t h e  in t roduct ion  of any evidence occurs. A l l  c i v i l  cases  not disposed 

by jury  t r ia l  or dismissed before t r i a l  a r e  considered disposed by judge (non-jury t r i a l ) .  
q a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data:  

C i v i l  t r i a l  da ta  do not inc lude  estate or appea l  cases.  
Cr imina l  t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  da ta  t o t a l s  do not include appeals.  

Source: Off ice  of S t a t e  Courts Administrator,  F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 1978 (Tallahassee,  F lor ida) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  t h e  
annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cmputed  where necessary.  



FLORIDA DDUNTY DDIJRT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

6 7  c o u n t i e s ,  190 j udges  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 to  December 31. 1978 

P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law : ......................................... Summary procedureJ  N / A  

O the r  c i v i l  c a s e s J  N / A  ......................................... 
T o t a l  ....................................................... N/A 

163,170 155,353 

215,208 201 ,511  
52,038 46 ,158  

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ................................................... N/A 215 ,208  201 ,511  

Cr imina ld  : 
Misdemeanor .................................................. N / A  162 ,552  150,428 

Munic ipa l  o rd inance  ........................................ N/A 53,609 41,892 
County o rd inance  ........................................... N/A 18,032 15 ,470  

T o t a l  ........................................................ N/A 71 ,641  57 ,362  

Ord inance  v i o l a t i o n :  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. N I A  234,193 207 ,790  

T r a f f i c :  
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o a :  

C i v i l  i n f r a c t i o n s  ........................................... N / A  
Cr imina l  c a s e s  .............................................. N / A  

T o t a l  ........................................................ N/A 
1 ,652 ,378  1 , 5 4 2 , 5 2 1  

481,079 403 ,923  
2 ,133 ,457  1 ,946 .444  

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
.................................................. T o t a l  t r a f f i c  N / A  2 ,133 ,457  1 , 9 4 6 , 4 4 4  NIA 

............................................... 2 , 3 5 5 , 7 4 5  N / A  N / A  2 , 5 8 2 , 8 5 8  Grand t o t a l . . . . . .  

T r i a l d  

Jury Non-jury 
C i v i l  ......... 100 137,830 
C r i m i n a l  ...... 1 , 9 5 7  8 , 3 2 9  
Traff ic '  ...... 1 , 6 3 8  40 ,228  

T o t a l  .......... 3 , 6 9 5  186,387 

T o t a l  
1 37,930 

10 ,286  
41,866 

190,082 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

C i v i l  i n f r a c t i o n s :  
After h e a r i n g  .................. 242,009 
Other  than  h e a r i n g  ............. 1 ,300 ,512  

P l e a  ........................... 233,794 

Cr imina l  c a s e s :  
Bond e s t r e a t u r e  ................ 8 ,846  

Other  .......................... 119,417 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Dismissed b e f o r e  h e a r i n g  ... 6 3 , 5 8 1  

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

J u r y  t r i a l :  Be fo re  t r i a l :  .... Conv ic t ion  .............. 478 Convicted a f t e r  p l e a  94 ,660  

Convicted a f t e r  p l e a  .... 313 Dismissed ............... 49 ,852  
Adjud ica t ion  wi thhe ld  ... 107 T r a n s f e r r e d  t o  

A c q u i t t a l  o r  d i smis sed  .. 1 ,059  Adjud ica t ion  wi thhe ld  ... 26 ,544  

Non-jury t r i a l :  a n o t h e r  c o u r t  ......... 1 , 4 6 8  
Conv ic t ion  .............. 2 ,887  Other  ................... 24 ,980  
A c q u i t t a l  o r  d i smis sed  .. 2 , 9 2 5  
Convicted a f t e r  p l e a  .... 1 ,227  
Adjud ica t ion  wi thhe ld  ... 1 , 2 9 0  

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A * This  c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  of u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  or compla in t ,  from a s i n g l e  c r i m i n a l  ep i sode .  
A j u r y  t r ia l  is  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening s t a t emen t  or the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  o c c u r s .  A l l  c i v i l  c a s e s  not d i sposed  

by j u r y  r r i a l  o r  d i smis sed  b e f o r e  t r i a l  are cons ide red  d i sposed  by judge (non-jury t r i a l ) .  
iExp lana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y .  

Summary procedure c a s e s  a r e  those  i n v o l v i n g  $0 t o  $1 ,500  i n  damages. 
Other  c i v i l  cases are t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g  $1 ,500  t o  $2 ,500  as w e l l  as nonmonetary c i v i l  cases. 

T r i a l s  are h e l d  f o r  c r i m i n a l  t r a f f i c  cases  only.  Hearings are h e l d  f o r  c i v i l  i n f r a c t i o n s ;  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s  a r e  no t  i nc luded  w i t h  t h e  t r ia l  
mInfo rma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

d a t a .  

Source: O f f i c e  of S t a t e  Cour t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t ,  1978 ( T a l l a h a s s e e ,  F l o r i d a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  
annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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Capital felonies. 
Constitutional issue. 
Title to  land, wills, 

equity, divorce. 

GEORGIA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over cases of 

constitutional issue, title to  land, 
validityof and construction of wills, 
habeas corpus, extraordinary 
remedies, convictions of capital 
felonies, equity, divorce, alimony. 

- Certified questions and certiorari 
from Cour t  of Appeals. 

A 
COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over lower 

courts in cases in which the  Supreme 
Cour t  has n o  exclusive apppllate 
jurisdiction. 

CIVIL COURT 

Jurisdiction: 
Jurisdiction: -Misdemeanors. 
-Civil law (Bibb 
County  $3,000 limit, Jury trials. 
Richmond County  
$10,000 limit). 

-Felony preliminary, 
warrants.  

Jury  trials 

1 A I SUPERIOR COURT (42) I t  
101 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive divorce, title to  land, and 

- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 

- Juvenile ( i f  no juvenile court) .  

equity jurisdiction. Law. 

Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

Jury  trials. 

JUVENILE 
COURT (50) 
!,?judges, Superior 
ind State Cour t  
udges and 19 juvenile 
peferees serve in 
zounties with no  
uvenile court .  
lurisdiction: 
-Dependent, neg- 
lected, delinquent 
juveniles. 

~ 

JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE COURT 
=1,560 judgeships 
Jurisdiction 
-Contracts, tort, or conversion under 
$200 

-Issue warrants and act as Cour t  of 
Inquiry 

L ,  A 
SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT (86) 
86 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500 (varies to  

$1,000). 
- Committing magistrate, issues 

criminal warrants.  

COURT (86) 
86 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500 (varies to  

$1,000). 
- Committing magistrate, issues 

criminal warrants.  

- 1  I I 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT(2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil law and 
la ndlord-tma n t cases 
(amount varies). 

preliminary hearings 
in 2 courts. 

-Misdemeanors and 

Jury  trials incivilcases 

STATE COURT 
(63) 
76 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil law cases. 
-Misdemeanor, felony, 
preliminaries. 

Jury  trials. 1 
I I I Jury  trials. I +-- PROBATE COURT (159) 

~ 159 judges 
' Jurisdiction: 
' - Exclusive jurisdiction in probate of 

wills, administration of estates, 
appointment of guardians, issuance 
of lunacy commissions, and issuance 
of marriage licenses. 

- Traffic in somecounties.  
- Truancy in some counties. 

No jury trials. 

A 
MAGISTRATE'S COURT (4) 
4 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and landlord-tenant under 

- Felony preliminaries, misdemeanor 

Jury  trials in some locations 

$1.000 in Clarke County .  

guilty pleas. 

RECORDERS COURT, 
MAYOR'S COURT 

~ CRIMINAL COURT, 
MUNICIPAL COURT, 
CITY COUNCIL COURT, 
POLICE COURT (-383) 
Jurisdiction 
-Ordinance violations, traffic, felony 

No Iury trials 

preliminaries 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  

C o u r t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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GEORGIA SUPRWX OOURTb 
C a r r t  af last re so r t  

7 ju s t i ce s  
J u l y  1. 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
Disposed pending Fi led  Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 
0 ther  cases: 

Requests t o  appeal: 
Applications fo r  c e r t i o r a r i  ................................ 
Applications (habeas corpus) ............................... 
Applications for  in te r locutory  appeal ...................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

N/A X (113)e 977h NJA 

N l A  X 359 ( 52)e N / A  
N/A X 129 ( 33)e N / A  
N/A X 65 ( 28)e N / A  
N/A X 553 (113)e N / A  m X 553 (113)e - - T n  

Tota l  cases ..................................................... N/A 1,506 (113)e 1,530 (113)e N / A  

Manner of d i spos i t ion  

Written opinion ............ 760 
Transfer t o  Court of 

Appeals .................. 71 
Other ...................... 33 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
NIA This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  

eCases not included in  the t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
Requests t o  appeal granted a re  not counted as  disposed u n t i l  the resu l t ing  appeals a r e  disposed; s imi l a r ly  the resu l t ing  appeals a r e  not 

counted as new f i l i ng .  These granted reques ts  t o  appeal a r e  the numbers appearing in  parentheses i n  the p ro f i l e .  
b i g u r e  was ccmputed: 

Appeals disposed f igure  was calculated from other d i spos i t ion  data.  

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the c le rk  of the Supreme Court and “Analysis of the cases and enumerations of e r ror  decided by t h e  Supreme 
Court of Georgia,” a monograph wr i t ten  by Jonathan A. Weintraub and Pa t r i c i a  A. Meriwether i n  September, 1978. S t a t i s t i c s  a re  taken 
from unpublished data and the monograph except t ha t  t o t a l s  were computed where necessary. 

GEORGIA OWT OF A P P W b  
Intermediate appe l l a t e  c a r t  

3 d iv is ions ,  9 judges 
Ju ly  1. 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 - 

End 
Disposed pending Filed Beg inning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: - - __. - ................................................. X Tota l  appeals 0 N / A  0 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings ......................................... 0 

Application i n  in te r locutory  matter ........................ - 0 
Requests to appeal: 

Tota l  other cases ............................................. 0 

x 

X 
X 
- 

N / A  

N/A 
N / A  

0 

0 
0 
- 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 0 2,000 N / A  0 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  
X The da ta  f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included in  the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

bpa r t i cu la r  court  or repor t ing  system information: 
During 1978, this court  changed its reporting period from the calendar year t o  the f i s c a l  year as  a r e su l t ,  da t a  displayed in  t h i s  char t  

overlap by s i x  months t h e  da ta  presented fo r  t h i s  court  f o r  the  1977 court  year. 

Source: Unpublished da ta  provided by the c le rk  of the Court of Appeals. 
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GEORGIA SUPERIOR cOITRTci 
C o u r t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

42 c i r c u i t s .  101 judges 
J u l y  1. 1977 t o  J u n e  30. 1978  

End 
pendingi1 F i l e d  Disposedi Beg inn in  

pend in&l  

C i v i l d :  
Domest ic  r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. 43,2581 
O t h e r  c i v i l :  

Gene ra l  c i v i l  ................................................ 42,4481 
Independent  motions .......................................... 18 ,7301  

T o t a l  ......................................................... 61 ,178 i  

57,573 

34,880 
18,244 
53,124 

56,947i 

30,8301 
15,63Zi 
46,4621 

43 ,956gi 

44,48481 
22,  179gi 
66,663gi 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 104,436i 110,697 103 ,4Ogi 11O,619gi 

Fe lony  ......................................................... 16  , O 3 l i  26,293 24 ,600i 18,423gi 
Mlsdemeanor .................................................... 9,5721 15,730 14,938i 9,918gi 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 25 ,603 i  42,023 39,5381 28,34 l g i  

Criminald:  

TraEf ic: 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 3 ,145 i  12,807 13,54@ 3,517gi 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 133,1841 165,527 156,4951 142,4779i  

J u r y  

D o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  .................. 309 
Other c i v i l  ......................... 1,752 

T o t a l  ................................ 2 ,061  

Fe lony  .............................. 2,574 
Misdemeanor ......................... 254 

T o t a l  ................................ 2,828 
T r a f f i c  ( c o u n t s )  ....................... 59 

Grand t o t a l  ............................ 4,948 

- 
C i v i l :  

C r i m i n a l  ( c o u n t s ) :  

Non- j u r y  

29,298 
10,976 
40,274 

428 
260 
688 

62 
41,024 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s l m  

Fe lony  Misdemeanor Total 
P l e a s  ..................... 25,345 8,227 33,572 
Bond ...................... 0 3,257 3,257 
D i s m i s s a l / n o l  p rosequ i  .... 7,480 4,778 12,258 
Dead docketm .............. 2,416 416 2,832 
Othe r  ..................... 286 207 493 

T o t a l  

29,607 
12,728 
42,335 

3,002 
514 

3,516 
121 

45,972 

- C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s l m  

Before t r i a l  Dismissal o r  
judgment s e t t l e m e n t  

Domestic relations ..... 15,442 11,492 
O t h e r  c i v i l m  ........... 15,246 18,057 

t i o n  t e r m i n a t i o n  ..... 406 431 
Five-year  admin i s t r a -  

T r a f f i c  dispositions1@' 

P l e a s  .......................... 4,512 
Bond ........................... 8 ,748  
D i s m i s s a l / n o l l e  p rosequ i  ........ 1 ,125  
Dead docketm ................... 102 
Othe r  .......................... 141 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

CJudge in fo rma t ion :  
S u p e r i o r  Cour t  judges handle  j u v e u i l e  c a s e s  i n  those  c o u n t i e s  w i thou t  J u v e n i l e  Cour t s .  These cases are inc luded  on t h e  J u v e n i l e  Court  

s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of coun t :  

A c i v i l  case is  counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  ind ic tmen t  o r  a c c u s a t i o n .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  d e c i s i o n .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  as g iven  by t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  r e p r e s e n t s  on ly  cases f i l e d  between J u l y  1, 1970, and June  30, 1977 t h a t  were no t  d i sposed  p r i o r  t o  J u l y  1, 1977. 
Disposed and end pending f i g u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  on ly  c a s e s  f i l e d  between J u l y  1, 1970,  and J u n e  30 ,  1978 t h a t  were e i t h e r  d i sposed  du r ing  o r  s t i l l  

gChange i n  pending does not  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

h a t a  are no t  complete:  

pending a t  t h e  end of  1978. 
k p e c i a l  sou rce  or  r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were t aken  from t h e  1977 annua l  r e p o r t  where they  a r e  g iven  a s  end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r .  
End pending,  t r i a l ,  and type  of d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  du r ing  t h e  p r o c e s s  of d a t a  

v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
mInfo tma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

'"Dead docket"  r e f e r s  t o  criminal o r  t r a f f i c  c a s e s  which were p l aced  on i n a c t i v e  s t a t u s .  
Tr ia l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  c a t e g o r y  f i g u r e s  do n o t  equa l  t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  f o r  o t h e r  c i v i l ,  c r i m i n a l .  and t r a f f i c  cases as a r e s u l t  of t h e  u s e  

of  d i f f e r i n g  coun t ing  methods i n  some c i r c u i t s .  F i g u r e s  f o r  t r ials and types  of d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  g iven  by t h e  number of c o u n t s  i nvo lved .  

Source :  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  -t ( A t l a n t a ,  Georgia:  Februa ry ,  1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  
d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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GEOKGIA STATE COWT AND COUNTf ODWT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
63 courts, 76 judges; 3 co-tts 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: .................................................. General civil 39,316fh 88,202 84,921 42,5971 
Independent motionb ............................................ 25,986fh 59,491 55,154 30,3231 

Total civil ..................................................... 65,302fh 147,693 , 140,075 72,9201 

Misdemeanor .................................................... 24,796h 73,402 I 68,000 30,1981 

Total criminal .................................................. 24,796h 73,402 68,000 30,198l 

Cridnald: 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 26,320h 173,221 164,098 35,4431 

Grand total ...................................................... 116,418f 394,316 372,173 138,5611 

Trialdl 

a Non-jury Total Civil dispositionsln 

Civil ............... 945 4,954 5,899 
Crimf~l ............ 948 1,910 2,058 
Traffic ............. 347 2,568 2,915 
Total ................ 2,240 9,432 11,672 

Judgment ................. 103,078 
Dismissal/settled ........ 19,355 
Five-year administrative 
termination ............ 37 

Criminal dispositionslm Traffic dispositionslb 

Plea .................... 42,928 
Bond .................... 7,091 
Dismissalfnolle prosequi. 14,689 
Dead docketm ............ 3,801 
Other ................... 250 

Plea .................... 67,294 
Bond .................... 90,457 
Dismissal/nolle prosequi. 10,995 
Dead docketm ............ 1,815 
Other ................... 754 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
Independent motion cases were first counted in fiscal year 1977. 

A civil caae is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or  accusation. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial ia counted if tried co decision. 

Figures are as calculated from the data given. 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data given in the annual report. 

End pending, trial, and type of disposition data were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

"Dead docket" refers to cridnal or traffic cases which were put on inaccive status. 
Trial and disposition category figure6 do ont equal total dispositions for civil, criminal, and traffic cases as a result of the use of 

fBeginnning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

hFigure was computed: 

kpecial source or revision in data: 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

differing counting methods. Figures for criminal trials and type of disposition are given by the number of counts involved. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Fifth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, 1979). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the administrative office of the court 
during data verification. 



. GE+L?FG,M w 0 B I l T B . a J ~ T  
Cour t  of, limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

159 co-&ti%s, 159 judg& 
July l.,- 1977- t o  %?me 30, 1978  

C i v i l :  .~ ...................................................... E s t a t e  N/A N ' A .  : . '  , . .,._N/A. i 
, .,., . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  

N j A  -'. N I A  NIA N I A  
J f.' 1 ,,r r 

I ,.- . T o t a l  c i v i l  ................................................... 
. . .  ' , .:I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ' . # !  s . .  ,...'I' . J 

Criminald:  
Misdemeanor ................................................. 25gh 5 ,323  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................. 25gh 5,323 
~ ?C i:: I,\.,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! -  ,! A ,  
I,.; 

:I, , . . :;..- ..: 
- 

I .  . . : i  I -.:+ . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,_l 

T r a f f i c  : 

131,106 1 .. ' -'.12;8261' .................................. ............ . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  , J 2  i ' i  :, . <  i . . .  
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  .:. 10,254h 133,678 

. . . . . . .  ................................................... . . . .  '139,OOli . ~ 3 6 , 3 9 7 i  . . ' 1 3 , 1 1 7 i l -  Grand ' t o t a l  10,51i3fhi 
, .  ..', .<. .,, #. 

. -  
.. ~ . . . . . . . . .  

. . . .  , I .', . ' 8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  > ", . .  I ,' 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s l m  T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i  t i o n s l m  

C r i m i n a l  ........ 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . .  
," , _  Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

4 .  NJA = T h i s  case - type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of d e f e n d a n t s  he  ind ic tmen t  o r  a c c u s a t i o n .  
A n o n - p r y  t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  d e c i s i o n .  

F i g u r e  is as c a l c u l a t e d  from t h e  d a t a  supp l i ed .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  w a s  C a l c u l a t e d  from f i l e d ,  d i s p o s e d ,  and end p e n d i n g , d a t a .  

fBeg inn ing  pending f igur 'e  f o r  t h e  1978 couk t  yea r  does no t  e q u a l ' t  

hF igure  was computed: 

l D a t a  are n o t  c o m d e t e :  - _  - - _  

yea r :  

.. >. 

Grand t o t a l  f i g u r e s  do n o t  i n c l u d e  c i v i l  cases. A l t h  t h e  P r o b a t e  Cour t ,  no d a t a  conce rn ing  them were 

: .I, '. . a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r t  p r o f i l e .  
1 S p e c i a l  sou rce  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

mInfo rma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type OK t r i a l  d a t a :  
Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n  and end pending i n f o  

"Dead docke t "  r e f e r s  t o  criminal o r  t r a f f i c  c a s e s  which were put  on i n a c t i v e  s t a t u s .  

i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  du r ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source :  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed 
c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

8 

.... ...... ... 
. S . > . ( . .  . , .. , , '  

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  - *  . ._ . . .  . ~ .  . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _.I. . .  (, ' 5  .,. . 
ii . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  - . 

. . . . . . .  v - :  ..:. ..,(, , I  . . .  , , , :  . . . .  i' ,. '. 4 . 1  , , . .  
. .................. .. . .  . .  . . . . . . . .  . .  . . .  .~ -. ..~... _. . . . . .  ... . . .  - I ._ 

, ,  ._  , . < : - , , . a  . -  ' -  ' . ,. 

. . . . . . .  .... -. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . .  
. .  

. .  . _. .-.: = -  
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GEORGIA JUVENILE u)lBFi 
C o u r t  of Limi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

50 c o u r t s ,  42C judges 
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  June 30,  1978  - 

End 
pend ing  

F i l e d j  D i sposed i j  Beg inn ing  
pend ing  

T r a f f i c :  
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

J u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  ............................................. 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N / A  

J u v e n i l e  : 
Cr imina l - type  o f f ense :  

S t a t u s  o f f e n s e :  

Non-offense: 

O t h e r  j u v e n i l e  : 

Del inquen t  ................................................... N / A  

Unruly ....................................................... NIB 

Deprived ..................................................... N I A  

S p e c i a l  p roceed ings  .......................................... N/A __ 

2.317 

20,393 

8 , 0 4 1  

4,387 

1.022 ___ 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N I A  33 ,843  

2 , 1 7 0 i  264 

2.17Di 264 

___ 

19 ,D48i 

7 ,617 i  

4,016i 

1 , 0 0 4 i  

31,685i 

- 

3 , 1 8 8  

1 ,280  

800 

235 

5,267 

- 

Craod t o t a l  ...................................................... NJA 36,160 3 3 , 8 5 9  5,531 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
CJudge in fo rma t ion :  

The re  were 8 f u l l - t i m e  and 34 p a r t - t i m e  J u v e n i l e  Court  j udges  s e r v i n g  t h i s  c o u r t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  6 S t a t e  Court  j udges ,  36 S u p e r i o r  Court  
j udges ,  and  19 a p p o i n t e d  r e f e r e e s  s e r v e  as j u v e n i l e  j udges ,  h a n d l i n g  c a s e s  i n  c o u n t i e s  w i t h  no J u v e n i l e  Cour t .  Data  from these 6 1  o t h e r  
j udgcs  a r e  inc luded  i n  t h i s  p r o f i l e .  

S u p e r i o r  Court  j udges  hand le  j u v e n i l e  cases i n  t h o s e  c o u n t i e s  w i t h o u t  a s e p a r a t e  J u v e n i l e  Court .  Those c a s e s  a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e s e  J u v e n i l e  
Cour t  f i g u r e s .  

hats a r e  not  complete:  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  
Disposed E igures  do n o t  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  Ware County. 

F i l e d  E igures  a r e  t h e  number of c h i l d r e n  a g a i n s t  which compla in t s  o r  p e t i t i o n s  were f i l e d  i n  S u p e r i o r ,  S t a t e ,  o r  J u v e n i l e  C o u r t s .  
Disposed f i g u r e s  are t h e  number of c h i l d r e n  f o r  which a l l  cha rges  a g a i n s t  them a r e  d i sposed .  

D i s p o s i t i o n  and end pending f i g u r e s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n  p rocess .  
l S p e c i a 1  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  

Source :  The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  F i f t h  Annual Repor t  ( A t l a n t a ,  C e o r g i a :  Februa ry ,  1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  
r e p o r t  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  
of t h e  c o u r t s  d u r i n a  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

GEORGIA HUNICIPAL COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o u  

2 c o u r t s ,  2 j u d g e s  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30 ,  1978  

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  hand led  i n  t h e  Munic ipa l  Court  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1978.  

GEORGIA CIVIL COURT 
Cour t  of l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 c o u r t s ,  3 j u d g e s  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  June 30,  1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases hand led  i n  t h e  C i v i l  Court  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1978 

GEORGIA SMALL CLAIHS COURT 
Cour t  of limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

86 c o u r t s ,  8 6  j u d g e s  
J u l y  1. 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978  

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases hand led  i n  t h e  Smal l  C l a i m s  Court  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1978.  

GEORGIA PLAGISTRATE'S COURT 
C o u r t  of limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

4 c o u r t s ,  4 m a g i s t r a t e s  
J u l y  1, 1977 to  J u n e  30, 1 9 7 8  

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  hand led  i n  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e ' s  Court  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1978.  

GEOKGIA JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

~ 1 5 6 0  j u d g e s h i p s  
J u l y  1, 1977 t u  J u n e  30, 1978  

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace Court  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1978.  

GEORGIA RECOBDEB'S COURT, MAYOR'S COURT, MIJNICIPAL ODURT, 

C o u r t  o f  limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  
-383 courts 

J u l y  1, 1977  t o  J u n e  30. 1 9 7 8  

CITY COUNCIL COURT. WLICE COURT. AM) CRIMINAL COURT 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  R e c o r d e r ' s  Cour t ,  Mayor's Cour t ,  Mun ic ipa l  Cour t ,  C i t y  Counc i l  Cour t ,  P o l i c e  C o u r t ,  
O K  C r i m i n a l  Cour t  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1978. - 
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GUAM COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

Appeals t o  the  United States 
District Cour t  for t h e  Terri tory 

of Guam (9th Circuit) 

SUPERIOR COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original jurisdiction in all civil cases 

arising under the  laws of Guam except 
for causes arising under the  
constitution, treaties, laws of the  
United States, and any o ther  matter 
involving the Territorial Income Tax 
Law. 

-Original jurisdiction in all criminal 
cases arising under the laws of Guam 
except for causes arising under the 
constitution, treaties, laws of the 
United States, and any  o ther  matter 
involving the Territorial Income Tax 
Law. 

-Original jurisdiction in traffic matters 
Appellate jurisdiction over traffic 
cases with a fine greater than  $25 or a 
jail sentence. Traffic Violations 
Bureau processes all traffic citations, 
illegal parking, and moving violations. 

-Original jurisdiction in all juvenile 
matters. 

Jury trials. 

Court  of 
general 

iurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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GUAM SUPERIOR COURT 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  5 j udges  
Janua ry  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending -- 
CFvilB: 

L a w  
C i v i l  ........................................................ 2,204 

Small c la ims  ................................................... 2,958 
Real p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Land r e g i s t r a t i o n  ............................................ 132 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Domest ics  .................................................... 437 
E s t a t e  ........................................................ 827 
0 t h e r  c i v i l :  

S p e c i a l  p roceed ings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .......................... 355 - 

930 
2,326 

27 

81 6 
155 

236 

2 ,501  
3,925 

142 

919 
94 1 

525 

633 
1,359 

17 

334 
41 

66 - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 6,913 4,490 8,953 2,450 

Criminald:  
Fe lony  ......................................................... 203 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 137 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 340 

~ 

27 1 
414 

685 

~ 

248 
345 

593 

226 
206 

432 

- 

T r a f f  if: - - - __ 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 3,303 18,512 16,948 4,876 

J u v e n i l e  : 
Criminal- type o f f ense :  

O the r  j u v e n i l e :  
J u v e n i l e  del inquency ......................................... 144 

J u v e n i l e  s p e c i a l  p roceed ings  ................................. 237 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 381 

____ 

816 

119 

935 

- 
935 

338 

1,273 

- 

25 

18 

43 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 10,937 24,622 27,767 7,792 

Bold face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  ca se  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OK compla in t .  
The c r imina l  ca se  u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  OK compla in t s .  

Source:  Supe r io r  Court  of Guam, 1978 Annual Report  (Agana, Guam). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed 
where necessa ry .  
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--2-~-. i -. -- . -. . . . . . . . .  

.. - .... .- - ........ Court _ _  . 1 l?8< 2 c  , . , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  * .. 

I 

LAND COURT7 
?first circuit judges serve ' 
Jurisdiction: - (' 
 matters involving legal title to fee 
"simple land and easements. 

. . . .  

. .- 

CIRCUIT COURT (4)* 
23 judges 
Jurisbiction: 

jury trials 
- Juvenile. 

Jury trials. I 

.- 

.isj-ix> 
- 

................................ LA.,,. 

. . ............................. ' > % ?  ..................... ..rtr?' 

TAX ,APPEAL COURT7 :I 
'. 

....................................... 

.................................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  ' , #  

- 
DISTRICT COURT (4)* 
17judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, small 

claims (under $3001, and landlord' 
tenant. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic and oth'ei-. ' 
violations, felony preliminaries. 

, 

No jury trials. 

. . . . . . .  . . . .  
. . . . . .  . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  

L I' 

Court of 
jur,isdiction limited 

:'!. _.---. . . . . .  
. .  

, 

f Indicates route of appeal 
t The Land Court and Tax Appeal Court hear special cases, but are considered general jurisdiction courts for this report because circuit judges serve, 
* The Circuit Court and District Court are both courts of record. District Courts hear high volume cases. The Circuit Court hears all jury trials. For 

purposes of this report, the Circuit Court is considered a court of general jurisdiction since it handles felony cases. 
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HAWAII SUPREWE COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
J u l y  1, 1977 to June 30, 1978  

1 pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 

End 
pending 

Appeals :  
C i v i l  ........................................................ 283 201 95 389 

Cr imina l  184 146 68 262 
T r a f f i c  .................................................... 8 11 3 16  

T o t a l  192 ___ 157 __ 71  278 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  475 358 166 667 

C r i d M l :  ................................................... 
....................................................... __ ................................................. 

Other  cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 4 1  
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 21 
Mandamus ................................................. 11 
Othe r  .................................................... 11 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 8 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 8 
Reques t s  t o  a p p e a l  ........................................... __ - - 

16 21 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 483 374 187 670 

O t h e r  proceedings:  

O t h e r  matters: 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 2 11 10 3 

...................................................... Motions __ 50 522 532 40 __ __ - 
T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... 52 533 542 43 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Motion t o  
W r i t t e n  d i s m i s s  
op in ionm g r a n t e d  

Appeals: 
C i v i l  ............... 47 6 
Cr imina l :  

Cr imina l  .......... 45 4 
T r a f f i c  ........... 0 0 

Original p roceed ings  .. 5 0 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s . .  ... 4 0 
Notions ................ 10 0 

T o t a l  ................... 111 1 0  
__ __ 

Withdrawals  
and 

d i s c o n t i n u e d  Other 

41 1 

17 2 
3 0 
0 16 
0 6 
0 -  522 

61 547 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of  c a s e s  
Appeals  

Aff i rmed ( i n c l u d i n g  r eve r sed  i n  p a r t  
and modif ied and a f f i r m e d )  ......... 60 

R e v e r s a l s  ( i n c l u d i n g  remands) ........ 29 
Othe r  ( i n c l u d i n g  d i s m i s s a l  of 

a p p e a l  and d e n i a l  of p e t i t i o n  
i n  o r i g i n a l  p roceed ing)  ............ 8 

Time per iods1 ( ave rage  months) 

Appeals  
O r i g i n a l  - 

C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  O the r  p roceed ings  _ _ _ ~ _ _  
Appeal  f i l e d  t o  r e g u l a r  op in ion  f i l e d  .......... 28.2 26.4 0.0 2.6 
Appeal  f i l e d  t o  memorandum op in ion  f i l e d  ....... 17.3 19.8 0.0 0.3 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

l S p e c i a l  sou rce  or r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  

W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r i a l  d a t a :  
The breakdown of o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c a s e s  was s u p p l i e d  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  Supreme Court .  

W r i t t e n  o p i n i o n s  i n c l u d e  bo th  f u l l  and pe r  cu r i am o p i n i o n s .  There were 113 op in ions  w r i t t e n  on  111 c a s e s .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour t s ,  S t a t e  of  Hawaii: Annual Report  1977-1978 (Honolulu,  Hawaii: 1979) .  Source of c a s e  d a t a  i s  
Inc luded  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and 
a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c l e r k  of c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



HAWAII CIRCUIT COUBT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 circuits . 23c judges 
July 1. 1977 to June 30. 1978 

Beginning pending Filed 
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End 
pending Disposed 

civiild: 
Tort: 
Auto tort: 

Other tort: 
Personal injury or property damage or both. motor vehicle .. 
Personal injury or  property damage OK both. 
non-motor vehicle ......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Contract ....................................................... 
Real property rights: 
Condemnation ................................................. 
Landj ........................................................ 
Mechanics' and materialmen's lien ............................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce .................................................... 
Annulment .................................................. 
Separation and separate maintenance ........................ 

Total ....................................................... 
Uniform reciprocal enforcement ............................. 
Adoption proceedings ....................................... 
Paternity/parental proceedings ............................. 
Miscellaneous proceedings-- Family Court j ................... 
Adult's referrals .......................................... 
Supplemental proceedings-- Family Court ..................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 

SuppoKt/cuStody: 

Adoption: 

Other domestic relations: 

Estate: 
Probatelvillalintestate: 
Regular probate ............................................ 
Small estate over $10. 000 .................................. 
Small estate over $700 ..................................... 
Small estate under $700 .................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Regular guardianship ....................................... 
Small guardianship ......................................... 
Special .................................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Mental health .................................................. 
Other civil: 
Naturalization ............................................... 
Other civil action ........................................... 
Other special proceedings .................................... 
Supplemental proceedings? .................................... 
District Court transfers1 ..................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ...................................................... 

Guardianship/conservatorship/tmsteeship: 

Criminald : 
Felony1 ........................................................ 
Misdemeanor1 ................................................... 
Other criminal: 
Criminal actions in Family Court ............................. 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traf f ie : 
DwIlDUI : 

Other traffic violations: 
Driving under the influence .................................. 
Traffic offenses ............................................. 
Juvenile traffic ............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Status offense: 

Non-offense: 

Other juvenile: 

Law violation ................................................ 
Needing protective supervision ............................... 
Needing services ............................................. 
Other ........................................................ 

. Supplemental proceedings ..................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

1. 268 

867 
2. 135  
1. 879 

220 
9 

177 
406 

2. 947 
1 3  

120 
3. 080 

661 

436 

626 
722 
368 

2. 138 

8. 031 
3. 854 

2. 418 
0 

462 
259 

3. 139 

2. 925 
826 
292 

4. 043 
7. 182 

(j) 

216 
2. 370 

631 
1. 012 

157 
4. 386 

24. 019 

1. 9 9 9 l  
5381 

30 

2. 567 

~ 

11 

39 
45 
84  

95 

2. 036 

' 518 

167 

138 
555 
693 

3. 414 

- 

629 

526 
1. 155  
1. 434 

38 
0 

159 
197 

5.  693 
19 

105 
5. 817 

2. 401 

714 

657 
1. 580 

803  
2. 684 
5. 724 

14.  656 

675 
40 

595 
241 

1. 551 

338 
23 
0 

361 
1. 912 
(j) 

1. 357 
532 

303 
964 
106  

3,262 

22. 616 

1. 7 2 9 l  
308 l  

6 0  

2. 097 

__ 

9 

1 5  
57 
72 __ 
81 

4. 785 

1. 367 

365 

360 
879 

1. 239 

7. 756 

__ 

738 

475 
1. 213 
1. 399 

82 
0 

147 
229 

5. 058 
1 4  
83  

5.  155 

1. 847 

593 

569 
1. 150 

825 
2. 188 
4 .  732 

12.  327 

705 
1 

409 
262 

1. 377 

154 
97 
1 6  

267 
1. 644 
(j) 

628 
1. 256 

122 
774 
123  

2.  903 

19.  715 

1. 3 9 6 l  
286 l  

50 

1. 732 

__ 

11 

23 
66 
89  

100 

__ 

4. 843  

1. 348 

290 

345 
925 

1. 270 

7. 751 

- 

1. 159  

918 
2.  077 
1. 914 

176 
9 

189 
374 

3. 582 
18 

142 
3. 742 

1. 215 

557 

714 
1. 152 

346 
2 .  634 
4 .  046 

10. 360 

2 .  388 
39 

648 
238 

3. 313  

3. 109 
752 
276 

4. 137 
7. 450 

(j) 

120  
2. 471 

812 
1. 202 

140  
4 .  745 - 

26.  920 

2 .  3321 
5601 

40 

2 .  932 

- 

9 

3 1  
36 
67 

76 

- 

1. 978 

537 

242 

1 5 3  
509 
662 

3. 419 

__ 

Grand total ...................................................... 30. 095 32.  550 29. 298 33. 347 

(continued on next page) 
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C r i n i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Felony 
and Other 

misdemeanor criminal T o t a l  
F l e a  (no t r i a l  h e l d )  ............... 638 4 642 
Dismissal .......................... 245 9 254 
Nol le  p r o s e q u i  (no s e r v i c e )  ........ 308 16 324 
Other  .............................. 178 18 196 

J u r y  __ 
C i v i l :  

T o r t :  
Auto tort  .............. 
O t h e r  tort  ............. 

T o t a l  ................... 
Contract ................. 
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  ..... 
Domest ic  r e l a t i o n s  ....... 
Other c i v i l  .............. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ............... 
Fe lony  and misdemeanor ... 
Other criminal ........... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ............ 
DYI/DUI .................. 
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  . 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ............. 
Grand t o t a l  ................. 

C r i l d M l :  

T r a f f i c :  

16 
21 
37 
13 
1 

20 
19 
90 

246 
0 

246 

0 
2 
2 

338 

C o n t e s t e d  h e a r i n g  ... .. 

Non- j u r y  Total . .  

24 8 
14 
22 
63 

5 
47 
72 

209 

67 
3 

70 

0 
0 
0 

279 

...... ... 

35 
59 
76 

6 
67 
91 

29 9 

313 
3 

316 

0 
2 
2 

617 

Auto 

0 
tort 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

O t h e r  t r a f f i c  
DUl/DUI v i o l a t i o n  Total ........ 7 '  7 Con tes t ed  h e a r i n g  ( j u v e n i l e )  _ _  

Uncontested h e a r i n g  ( j u v e n i l e )  ...... -- 16 16 
Dismissed 3 4 7 
Nol le  p rosequ i  (no s e r v i c e )  ......... 2 2 4 
P l e a  (no  t r ia l  h e l d )  ................ 0 5 5 
Counsel ing s e r v i c e  ( j u v e n i l e )  ....... -- 42 42 
Other  ............................... 6 11 17 

........................... 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

R e a l  
O t h e r  p r o p e r t y  Domest ic  O t h e r  
to r t  C o n t r a c t  r ights  r e l a t i o n s  E s t a t e  c i v i l  T o t a l  

0 0 8 1,603 5 202 1,818 
_ _ _ _  

Uncon tes t ed  h e a r i n g  ............ 2 1 22 
D i s m i s s a l  ...................... 575 337 620 
No s e r v i c e  ..................... 17 7 39 
No answer ...................... 24 11 340 
No s t a t e m e n t  of r e a d i n e s s  ...... 11 15 38 
No t r i a l  he ld  .................. 64 35 53 
Counse l ing  s e r v i c e  ............. -- -- -_ 
O t h e r  .......................... 2 1  34 211 

J u v e n i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Cr imina l - type  S t a t u s  

8 5,665 
38 
0 
2 . -_ 
0 
7 560 

809 
160 3,623 

_ _  
-_ 
-- 

-- 

O t h e r  

965 767 
29 873 

19 
82 
58 
37 

645 774 

-- 
-- 
-- 
-- 
-- _- 

7 ,430  
2,472 

82 
459 
122 
756 
809 

5,468 

of fense - .  o f f e n s e  Nan-offense j u v e n i l e  T o t a l  _ _ _ _ _ -  
C o n t e s t e d  h e a r i n g  ....... 765 69 138 102 1,074 
Uncontested h e a r i n g  ..... 1.95j1 263 102 174 ,2.924 - 
Counse l ing  s e r v i c e  ...... 1 ,763  951 20 252 21986 
Other  ................... 360 65 30 742 1,197 

-- ____- 
Bold face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

CJudge i n f o r m a t i o n :  
The re  a r e  a t o t a l  o f  23 ( 1 6  c i r c u i t ,  2 f a m i l y ,  and 5 d i s t r i c t  f a m i l y )  j udges  t h a t  h e a r  C i r c u i t  Court  p rope r  and Family Court  c a s e s .  I n  t h e  

f i r s t  c i r c u i t ,  Family Court  c a s e s  are hea rd  by t h e  2 Family Court  and 5 District Family Court  j udges .  111 t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  c i r c u i t s ,  bo th  
c i r c u i t  and d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j udges  h e a r  Family Court c a s e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  a s s ignmen t s .  A l l  Family Court  d a t a  a r e  i n c l u d e d  
w i t h  t h e  C i r c u i t  Cour t  d a t a  on t h i s  t a b l e  and i n  t h e  summary t a b l e s  i n  P a r t  I of  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  coun ted  w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  is the  number of d e f e n d a n t s  on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  i n d i c t m e n t .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  coun ted  when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  coun ted  a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening s t a t e m e n t  o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  o c c u r s .  

Land c a s e s  hand led  by t h e  Land Court  a r e  no t  i n c l u d e d .  
Misce l l aneous  f a m i l y  c o n t a i n s  mental h e a l t h  c a s e s .  
Supp lcmen ta l  p roceed ings  i n  t h e  o t h e r  c i v i l  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e  supp lemen ta l  p roceed ings  on criminal a s  well  a s  c i v i l  c a s e s .  
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  t r a n s f e r s  are c a s e s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court  t h a t  demand a j u r y  t r i a l .  

Data breakdown f o r  felony and misdemeanor c a s e s  was o b t a i n e d  by t e l ephone  from t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s .  
T h i s  f i g u r e  was c o r r e c t e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  

l S p e c i a 1  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  S t a t e  of H a w a i i :  Annual  Repor t  1977-1978 (Honolulu,  Hawaii :  1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  
annua l  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y ,  and c o r r e c t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  s t a t e  
c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



d i ' ,  ' \ s  ..,.:.', i . . . . .  civil!: 
Real property rights: 
Contested land registration,cases .......... ............. . .  : I : - :  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

mi:<; I 0 ,I 1.: i ? h . d  ................................................ Ll,,i; :G>:v 
7 ,  

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Data for the Land Court are included with the general jurisdiction courts because circuit judges serve. The Circuit Court also hand1 
land cases. -3 

dCase definition or unit 

kAddirional information: : I,:? . : .i i: I 1': ,.;,< . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
of :count: ........................................ 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

In addition to the 53 contested land registrations filed, there were 2,801 ex parte petitions filed. 

HAWAII TAX OOmTa 
isdiction., ....................... 
ges . sene. ...................... 
30;1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .:c.:*? 

/ I  , I d  r <  

End 
pending Beginning . _ _  pending Filed Disposed 

.:;.<: . . .  ,... L , ' v ,  L _ i  L , , , 1 i ' ,  . I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Civild: -- . .  - . . . . . . . . . .  .. - -. .. - .. 
Appeal: 

47 ........................ - - Appeal of administrative agency, case . ... ., 25 47 25 
. .  ...... - . - .  . . . . . . . . . . .  j .  .... 

..... .................. ... .... .............. 25 47 47 Total civil ! ~ i..:.,.,. i .- -. . 
I <  

.......... ........... 47 .i' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand total ; 
. . . .  . . . . . .  .. , - . >  

\, . .... :*:,.:.: ........... <. ,..:.>E . . . . . . . .  :.:. ... -rdrL .............. . ,__.. ., - _ - >  .I-:,.. 
6 ,: ,,?i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP,.,,-: ,.,,'. .,>, ..l -1. r,.nj. 

. . .  , , . . .  
Data for the Tax Appeal COUKt are(-included wirh the general. jurisdict 

A civil case i s  counted with the filing of a petition O K  complaint. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

. . .  . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  

. .  , I  . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
. 8 ' .  . . ,. . 

3 . 7 _ _ L  

. . . . . . . . .  i ! '  3 i . .  

I .I- . , .  
., - . .  

.... . . . . . . . .  . .  . , . . 8.. : . .,. 
. . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . . .  . -  .- 

. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  i i  . . .  . A i _  7.. .iii.~ --=.= . . .  . .. .._. .. . . . .  __ ,: - - .. . . . . . .  
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HAWAII DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 17C judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Tort ........................................................... 
Contract: 
Assumpsit .................................................... 

Small claims ................................................... 
Summary possession ........................................... 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Real property rights: 

Appeal: 

Nonpayment of taxes ........................................ 
Other civil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminal& 
Hisdeleanor .................................................... 
Ordinance violation: 
Other violations ............................................. 

Preliminary hearing: 
Felony ....................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

DWI/DUI: 
Driving under the influence .................................. 

Parking ........................................................ 
Other traffic violation: 
Moving arrest and citation ................................... 
Non-moving ................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 

1,150 

4,120 
492 

784 

252 
59 

6,857 

X 

900 

X - 
5,020 

91 1 
4,160 

30,042 
18,921 
48,963 

54,034 

877 

7,741 
1,313 

800 

62 
147 

10,940 

X 

20,856 

X 

38,303 

2,613 
472,077 

126,585 
66,765 
193,350 

668,040 

726 

7,290 
1,325 

660 

54 
145 

10,200 

16,867 

18,888 

783 

36,538 

2,493 
454,982 

125,781 
59,705 
185,486 

642,961 

1,301 

4,571 
480 

924 

260 
61 - 

7,597 

X 

2,868 

X 

6,785 

- 

1,031 
21,255 

30,846 
25,981 
56,827 

79,113 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Non-jury triald 

Civil: 
Tort .................... 59 
Contract ................ 141 
Small claims ............ 506 
Real property rights .... 55 
Other civil ............. 22 
Total civil ............... 783 

65,911 717,283 689,699 93,495 

Civil dispositions 
Commitment to cir- 

Discontinuance1 Default/ cuit court, jury 
dismissed confession trial demanded 

Tort .................... 356 278 33 
Contract ................ 1,728 5,388 33 
Small claims 503 312 4 
Real property rights .... 266 319 20 
Appeal of administrative 
agency case ............ 13 41 0 
Other civil 76 44 3 

Total .................... 2,942 6,382 93 

............ 

............. 

Criminal dispositions 
Ordinance Traffic dispositions 

Misdemeanor violation Total Other traffic 
Misdemeanor and ordinance violation: DWIfDUI Parking violation Total 

1,148 2,005 
55,257 74,611 

Nolle prosequi......... ............. 1,271 376 1,647 Nolle prosequi.. ............. 56 801 
Total conviction .................... 7,527 1,131 8,658 Total conviction ............. 2,162 17,192 
Dischargefdismissal ................. 4,907 868 5,775 Discharge/dismissal .......... 136 4,500 13,861 18,497 
Stricken ............................ 1,052 1,115 2,167 Stricken .................... 26 45,840 41,279 87,145 

jury trial demanded ............... 467 8 475 jury trial demanded ........ 33 0 6 39 

Bail forfeiture ..................... 1,643 15,390 17,033 Bail forfeiture ............. 80 386,649 73,935 460,664 
Commitment to Circuit Court, Commitment to circuit court, 

Preliminary hearing: 
Stricken or discharged .............. -_ 145 

456 Committed to grand jury ............. 
Committed to circuit court .......... -- 182 

_- _- __ 
_- 

Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the NCSP. 
X * The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 

CJudge information: 
The five district judges in the second, third, and fifth circuits hear Family Court cases in addition to their regular assignments. These 
Family Court cases are displayed with the Circuit Court data in this report. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the individual offense on the information or complaint. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1977-1978 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1979). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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IDAHO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original iurisdiction in claims against 

- Appeals from interim orders and final 

- Appeals from administrative agencies 

state (advisory opinions). 

judgments in District Cour t .  

I DISTRICT COURT (7) 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil, personal injury and 

o ther  tort, contracts, domestic 
relations, and habeas corpus. 

- Original criminal, felony, post- 
conviction review. 

- Appeals from magistrates division an 
state agencies and boards. 

lury trials. 

MAGISTRATES DIVISION 
OF DISTRICT COURT (7) 
43 lawyer magistrates and 
25 non-lawyer magistrates 
lurkdiction: 
- Civil actions to  $5,000, forcible en t ry  

and detainer, liens to  $1.000 o n  
real and personal property; probate 
and administration of decedent 
estates; and small claims t o  $500. 

- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries, 
arrest  warrants,  and searches and 
seizures. 

- Traffic. 
- Juvenile. 
Jury trials except in small claims. 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 1 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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IDAEO SUPREME COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 - 

End 
pending F i l e d j  Disposed Beginning 

pending - 
Cases:  

Appeals  : 
C i v i l :  

Auto neg l igence  ............................................ 
Other  neg l igence  ........................................... 
Dones t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 
Environmentlzoning ......................................... 
Other  ...................................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Judgments .................................................. 
Other  ...................................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  r e l i e f  ...................................... 
Habeas corpus a p p e a l s  ...................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Workmen's compensat ion ..................................... 
P u b l i c  u t i l i t y  commission .................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
YRA and c m j  ............................................... 
I n t e r l o c u t o r y  appea l s  ...................................... 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 

Tax appea l s  ................................................ 

Cr imina l  : 

Pos  t c o n v i c  t i o n  remedy: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 

J u v e n i l e  : 

Other  appea l s :  

O the r  cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceediugs:  

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas co rpus  ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 
Other  .................................................... 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  matter: 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................. 
T o t a l  ....................................................... 

Requests  to a p p e a l  ........................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  ............................................. 

5 
3 
9 

16f 
1 

243 
277f 

l O O f  
17 

117f 

5f 

10f 
5 

32 
13 
45 

5 

4 
458f 

1 
0 
3 

12 
1 

156 
173 

59 
18 
77 

3 
10 
13 

29 
8 

37 

4 

19  
323 

3 
2 
5 

12 
1 

136 
159 

46 
16  
62 

4 
5 
9 

22 
9 

31 

3 

14 
278 
- 

2 3 5 
4 5 9 
1 3 2 
1 5 6 
8 16 22 

3 
11 

1 
17 

1 
23 

3 
1 
7 

16 
1 

263 
291 

113 
19  

132 

4 
10 
14 

39 
12  
5 1  

6 

9 
503 
- 

T o t a l  ca ses  ..................................................... 
Other  proceedings:  

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
Ocher ma t t e r s :  

Extension of t i m e  ............................................ 
Motion to  d i s m i s s  ............................................ 
Other  ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... 

340 

40 

544 
137 
480 

1 , 1 6 1  

1 , 2 0 1  

301 

38 

535 
136 
423 

1,094 

1,132 

508 

1 0  

N I A  
NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
10' 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Appeals  
C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  and A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Original 

and j u v e n i l e  p o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy agency Total j u r i s d i c t i o n  Total 
Cases d i sposed  w i t h  o p i n i o n  ............ 105 35 15 155 2 157m 
Number of m a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n s  ............ 89 29 13 131  2 133m 
P e r  cur iam op in ions  .................... 16 6 2 24 0 24m 
Cases d i sposed  wi thou t  o p i n i o n  ......... 71 36 16 123 20 143 

Time i n t e r v a l  ( a v e r a g e  days )  

C i v i l  and j u v e n i l e  C r i m i n a l  and p o s t c o n v i c t i o n  Administrative agency 
Appeal : 

F i l i n g  t o  a t  i s s u e  ................... 218 262 19 7 
A t  i s s u e  t o  h e a r i n g  .................. 271 184 192 
Hearing t o  f i n a l  c l o s u r e  ............. 180 199 213 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  = Not enough i n f o r m a t i o n  is  known. The c a s e  ca t egory  may o r  may no t  be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
NIA This  c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

f8eg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1918 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  

hFigure was computed: 
C o r r e c t i o n s  were made based on an i n v e n t o r y  of cases .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  w a s  c a l c u l a t e d  from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending d a t a .  



kats are not complete: 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Total other proceedings pending figures do not include other matters (extension of time, motion tn.dismiss, other). 

DI.-.Z. '  i , ? t . ?  . . - . . -_ 

' , ! , 2  r . . . . . . . . . . .  ::.ti 1.1- 

...... 

!i, .;. I f ' . , :  , n - - :  Domestic relations: 
SuppoKt/custody: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.. Support.-proceedings. ..................................................................... 444fh. . 610 ........... ------.-------549----- - -  . . .  --- ... - -505 .. 
..................................................... Adoption lfh . , - , I [ .  I ,.- _ I j  .~ L?'! . . P i j  ,.I. - i ;<d: . i . i  ? ' ,  aJ.?;;-!, ..;,..#'..-I '.'2:!3.l:' 

i i j c "  2* igd  . A > :  :. ~ ., >,<> <i. l1212b8n a ,  5 G ' : :  I ZJ: . :.:.;.32p: d.jj'fi.is,,i-,r,.' Other domestic relations: 
Domestic relations ......................................... 

Total .......................................................... 1,88Zfh 
Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Appeal of trial court case: 

Extraordinary writ: 
Habeas corpus ................................................ ~o-t~er . ~ v ~ ~ ~ - ~ = = ~ ~  ... -=. i_*l:  .......... _iii i-.r ._ir .--=. ;.-..=; -24fh ... .......... 
Other complaints and petitions ............................... 
All other special hearings ................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminal+ 
Felony: 
Felony--drug ................................................. 
Felony--driving while intoxicated ............................ 
Other felony ................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor--drug ............................................ 
Other misdemeanor ............................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Appeal ......................................................... 
Total criminal .................................................. 

Misdemeanor: 

Traffic: 
DWIIDUI: 

Other traffic violation: 
Misdemeanor--driving while intoxicated ....................... 
Traffic ...................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile : 
Criminal-type offense: 

Non-offense: 
Youth Rehabilitation Act--other .............................. 
Child Protection Act ......................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

4,026fh 
42fh 

4,06af 

7,48afh 

1 

19lfh 
96fh 
816fh 
,103fh 

16fh 
26fh 
42fh 
56fh - 

1,201fh 

4,101 
74 

4,175 

8,483 

__ 

297 
190 

2,358 
2,845 

36 
165 
201 
67 

3,113 

__ 

14 

1 

15 

~ 

0 

1 

1 

__ 

3,619 
71 

3,690 

7,906 

__ 

335 
189 

2,236 
2,760 

39 
156 
195 
65 

3,020 

__ 

13 

0 

13 

__ 

- 1  

1 

2 

~ 

4,508 
45 

4,553 - 
8,065 

153 
97 
938 

1,188 

13 
35 
48 
58 

1,294 

__ 

1 

3 

4 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... 8,694fh 11,612 10,941 9,365 

(continued on the next page) 



Idaho  Distr ic t  Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

T o t a l  t r i a l d  Time i n t e r v a l  ( a v e r a g e  d a y s )  

C i v i l :  Criminal:  F i l i n g  A t  i s s u e  F i l i n g  F i r s t  
T o r t  .......................... 250 Felony ................... 2,052 t o  a t  t o  t o  appea rance  
Small claim .................. 1 Misdemeanor .............. 138 i s s u e  c l o s u r e  c l o s u r e  t o  c l o s u r e  
D o r s t i e  relations: Appeal  ................... 19 Days t o  d i s p o s i t i o n :  

--- 
Suppor t l cus tody  ............. 137 T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ............ 2,209 C i v i l :  
Adoption .................... 1 T r a f f i c :  Cases c l o s e d  by 
Othe r  domest ic  r e l a t i o n s  .... 1 , 4 2 3  D U I l D U I  .................. 5 d i s m i s s a l  ............. NIA N/A 481 

T o t a l  ........................ 1 ,561  O t h e r  traffic violations . 0 Cases d i sposed  by 

P r o b a t e / u i l l s / i n t e s t a t e  ..... 3 J u v e n i l e :  C r i m i n a l  and t r a f f i c n :  
G u a r d i a n s h i p l c o n s e r t o r -  Criminal- type o f f e n s e  .... 0 Cases d i sposed  by 

T o t a l  ........................ 5 T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  ............ 0 Cases d i sposed  by 

__ 
E s t a t e :  T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ............. 5 h e a r i n g  o r  t r i a l  304 138 442 _- 

193 

115 

199 

...... 

-- _ _  ship t r u s t e e s h i p  ........... 2 Non-offense .............. 0 d i s m i s s a l  ............. -- 

Appeal: g u i l t y  p l e a  ........... -- _ _  _ _  
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  w r i t s  ........... 29 t r i a l  and sen tenc ing  .. -- Appeal  of t r ia l  c o u r t  ease .. 123 Cases d i sposed  a f t e r  _ _  _ _  
O t h e r  c i v i l  ................... 1 ,352  

T o t a l  c i v i l  .................... 3 ,321  

Grand t o t a l  ................... 5,535 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  case type is handled by t h e  c o u r t  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  n r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  ca se  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion  o r  ind ic tmen t .  
A t r i a l  is counted when i t  h a s  o f f i c i a l l y  begun ( t h e  j u r y  is sworn or  t h e r e  i s  an opening s t a t emen t  o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any e v i d e n c e ) .  

Also included w i t h  t h e  t r i a l  d a t a  a r e  cases c losed  a t  h e a r i n g s .  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

C o r r e c t i o n s  were made t o  end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  based on a n  i n v e n t o r y  of ca ses .  T h i s  caused t h e  beginning pending 
f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r ,  computed from f i l e d ,  d i sposed ,  and end pending f i g u r e s ,  t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from end pending f i g u r e s  r e p o r t e d  
f o r  1971. 

hF igures  were computed: 

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  
Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending d a t a .  

S p e c i a l  proceeding a p p e a l s  may i n c l u d e  some j u v e n i l e  a p p e a l s .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  The Idaho  Cour t s  1978 Annual Report  (Bo i se ,  Idaho) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  



IDAEO LULGISTRATES DIVISIOOB OF DISTRICT a ) W 6  
C o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 districts. 43 laver  magistrates and 25 non-lawyer m a g i s t r a t e s  . 
J a n u a r y  1. 1978 t o  December 31. 1978  

End 
Disposed pend ing  

F i l e d  Beg inn ing  
pend ing  

c i r i l d  : 
T o r t :  

P e r s o n a l  i n j u r y j p r o p e r t y  damage ............................. 
Small claim .................................................. 
Domest ic  r e l a t i o n s :  

Suppor t l cus tody :  
Suppor t  p roceed ings  ....................................... 

Adopt ion  .................................................... 
O t h e r  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Domest ic  r e l a t i o n s  ........................................ 
T o t a l  ........................................................ 

E s t a t e :  
Probate/wilLslintestate: 

In fo rma l  e s t a t e  ........................................... 
Formal  e s t a t e  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ...................................................... 
Guard iansh ip  of minors  .................................... 
Guard iansh ip  of i n c a p a c i t a t e d  ............................. 

T o t a l  ...................................................... 
T o t a l  ........................................................ 

Habeas co rpus  ............................................... 
O t h e r  compla in t s  and p e t i t i o n s  .............................. 
A l l  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  h e a r i n g s  .................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Guardianship/consertorship/trusteeship: 

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  writs: 

Other c ivi l :  

Cr imina ld :  
Misdemeanor: 

Misdemeanor.. d r u g  ............................................ 
Other  misdemeanor ............................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Felony.. d r u g  ................................................. 
Felony.. d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  ............................ 
Felony-. a l l  o t h e r  ............................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

P r e l i m i n a r y  hearing: 

T r a f f i c :  
DWI/DUI: 

Misdemeanor.. d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  ....................... 
Juvenile.. d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  .......................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Traffic.. o t h e r  t h a n  d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  ................ Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
J u v e n i l e  : 

Cr imina l - type  o f f ense :  
Youth R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  Act.. d r u g  ............................... 
Youth R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  Act.. o t h e r  .............................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
C h i l d  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  ......................................... Non-offense: 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

525fh  
2 . 44gf 

1. 400fh 
264fh 

2. 414fh 
4.  078fh 

2. 276fh 
1. 104fh  
3. 380fh  

257fh 
221fh 
478fh 

3. 858fh 

8 f h  

6.  35Zfh 
260fh 

6.  612fh 

17. 530fh  

217fh 

4 .  116fh  

76 fh  
52 fh  

1. 527fh  
1. 655fh 

5 .  771fh 

3. 899fh  

1. 627fh  

1. 630fh  

4. 007fh 

3 f h  

5. 637fh 

68 fh  
2. 045fh 
2. 113fh  

230fh 

2. 343fh  

702 
13. 504 

2. 377 
1. 155 

7.  183 
10. 715 

2.  485 
975 

3. 460 

213 
209 
422 

I 3.  882 

47 

10. 101 
738 

10. 839 

39. 689 

942 
19.  807 
20. 749 

510 
263 

4. 584 
5 .  357 

26. 106 

7.  628 
10 

7. 638 

205. 705 

213. 343 

107 
7.  281 
7. 388 

526 

7. 914 

621 
1 2 .  613 

1. 920 
1. 066 

6.  619 
9 .  605 

1. 888 
942 

2. 830 

154 
172 
326 

3 .  156 

31 

9.  080 
666 

9.  746 

35. 772 

968 
19.  303 
20. 271 

470 
273 

4 .  241  
4 .  984 

25. 255 

7. 221  
10 

7. 231 

204. 975 

212. 206 

114 
6 .  810 
6. 924 

480 

7.  404 

606 
3. 340 

1. 857 
353 

2.  978  
5. 188 

‘ 8 7 3  2. 
1. 137 
4 .  010  

316 
258 
574 

4. 584 

24 

7. 373  
332 

7.  705 
I_ 

21.  447 

191 
4 .  403 
4 .  594 

116 
42  

1. 870  

6. 622 

2 .  034  
3 

2 .  037 

4. 737 

6 .  774 

61 
2 .  516 
2. 577 

276 

2. 853 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 31. 281fh  287. 052 280. 637 37. 696 

( con t inued  on t h e  next  page )  
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Idaho  M a g i s t r a t e s  D i v i s i o n  of D i s t r i c t  Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

T o t a l  T r i a l d  T i m e  i n t e r v a l  ( ave rage  days)  

C i v i l :  Cr imina l  : F i l i n g  A t  i s s u e  F i l i n g  F i r s t  
T o r t  .......................... 82 Hisdemeanor .............. 13,862 t o  a t  t o  t o  appea rance  
Smal l  c l a ims  .................. 7,524 P r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  ...... 1 ,820  i s s u e  c l o s u r e  c l o s u r e  t o  c l o s u r e  - _ _ _ _ _ _  
Domes  t ic  r e l a t i o n s  : T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ............ 15,682 Days t o  d i s p o s i t i o n :  

Suppor t / cus tody  ............. 674 T r a f f i c :  C i v i l :  

O t h e r  domest ic  r e l a t i o n s  .... 5,457 Othe r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  . 4,942 d i s m i s s a l  .............. N / A  N I A  254 

E s t a t e :  J u v e n i l e  : h e a r i n g  o r  t r i a l  ....... 20 62 82 

Adoption 994 DWI/DUI 5,990 Cases c l o s e d  by 

T o t a l  7 ,125  T o t a l  t r a f f i c  10,932 Cases d i sposed  by 

.................... .................. _ _  
........................ ............. __ 

P r o b a t e / u i l l s / i n t e s t a t e  ..... 1 ,728  Criminal- type o f f e n s e  .... 4 ,199  C r i m i n a l  and trafficn: 
Guard€anship/conservator- Nan-offense .............. 347 Cases d i sposed  by 

T o t a l  ........................ 1 ,992  Cases d i sposed  by 
88 

20 

56 

_ _  _- s h i p  t r u s t e e s h i p  ........... 264 T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  ............ 4,546 d i s m i s s a l  .............. -- 
__ _ _  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  writs 7 g u i l t y  p l e a  ............ -- ........... 

O t h e r  c i v i l  ................... 1 ,852  Cases d i sposed  a f t e r  
T o t a l  c i v i l  t r i a l  and s e n t e n c i n g  -- __ _ _  .................... 16,582 ... 

Graud t o t a l  .................. .49,742 

BoldEace headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This  c a s e  type  i s  handled by the  c o u r t ,  bu t  t he  d a t a  are no t  a v a i l a b l e .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
The M a g i s t r a t e s  D i v i s i o n  i s  a div- is ion of t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court  and i t s  d a t a  a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n  of t he  summary 

t a b l e s  i n  P a r t  I1 of t h i s  r e p o r t .  
dCose d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of coun t :  

A c i v i l  ca se  is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OK complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on the  in fo rma t ion ,  i nd ic tmen t ,  o r  compla in t .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted when i t  is  o f f i c i a l l y  begun ( t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn o r  t h e r e  i s  an opening s t a t e m e n t  o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence ) .  

Also i nc luded  w i t h  t h e  t r i a l  d a t a  a r e  c a s e s  c l o s e d  a t  h e a r i n g s .  
fBeg inn ing  pending E igure  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

Cor rec t ions  were made t o  end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  based on an i n v e n t o r y  of cases. Th i s  caused t h e  beginning pending 
f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c n u r t  yea r  computed from f i l e d ,  d i s p o s e d ,  and end pending f i g u r e s ,  t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from end pending f i g u r e s  r epor t ed  
f o r  1971. 

hF igures  were computed: 

nInEormation on time i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending d a t a :  
Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending d a t a .  

C i v i l  ca ses  inc luded  i n  t h e  t ime i n t e r v a l  d a t a  i n c l u d e  tort ,  small claims, o t h e r  d w e s t i e  relations. suppor t / cus tody ,  and " o t h e r  compla in t s  

Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  cases  inc luded  i n  t h e  time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  i n c l u d e  a l l  criminal and t r a f f i c  d a t a  excep t  " juven i l e - -d r iv ing  wh i l e  
and p e t i t i o n s .  'I 

i n tox ica t ed ' '  c a s e s .  

Source:  Admin i s t r a t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  The Idaho  Cour t s  1978 Annual Report  (Bo i se ,  Idaho) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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Supi-erne Cour t  has original and 
exclusive jurisdiction o r  where  the 
Supreme Court  exercises discretionary 
original jurisdiction. 

-Review of administrative action a s  

ILLINOIS COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

Death 
O t h e r  

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Discretional original jurisdiction in 
revenue, mandamus, prohibition, and 
habeas corpus. 

Circuit Cour t  when death sentence 
imposed and from Appellate Cour t  
when federal o r  state constitutional 
question arises for the  first time or 
o n  certificate by the  Appellate Cour t .  

-Other  appeals from Circuit and 
Appellate Cour t  as provided by 
Supreme Cour t  rule. 

-Redistricting of General Assembly. 
Ability of Governor to  serve o r  resume 
office. Admission and discipline of 
attorneys. 

-Appeals a s  a matter of right from 

APPELLATE COURT 
(5 DISTRICTS) 
34 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Appeals a s  a matter of right except 
in cases appealable directly to the  
Supreme Cour t  o r  from judgments of 
acquittal in criminal cases. 

-Direct review of administrative actions 
as  provided by law. 

sentence. 
appeals provided by rule. 

I 

CIRCUIT COURT (21) 
373 circcit and 269 associate circuit 
judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All justiciable matters except where the 
Supi-erne Cour t  has original and 
exclusive jurisdiction o r  where  the 
Supreme Court  exercises discretionary 
original jurisdiction. 

-Review of administrative action a s  I provided by law 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  I 
Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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ILJJNOIS SUP= COURT 
Court of last resort 

January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 
7 justices 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
Civil: 
Application for leave to appeal allowed .................... 
Action for motion i n  public interest case 

[Rule 302(b)] allowed .................................... 
Statute held invalid [Rules 302(a)(l), 6031 ................ 
Certificate of importance .................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Application for leave to appeal allowed .................... 
Action for motion in public interest case 

[Rule 302 (b)l allowed ................................... 
Statute held invalid [Rules 302(a)(l), 6031 ................ 
Certificate of importance (Rule 316) ....................... 
Death penalty [Rule 6031 ................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Industrial Commission [Rules 302(a)(2)] ................... 

Total appeals ................................................. 

Criminal: 

Appeal of addnistrative agency case: 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Civil: 
Original action motions (including Rule 381 motions) ..... 
Original action motions allowed .......................... 
Miscellaneous ............................................ 
Total civil ............................................... 
Original action motions (including Rule 381 motions) ..... 
Original action motions allowed .......................... 
Miscellaneous ............................................ 
Total criminal ............................................ 
Attorney disciplinary .................................... 

Total ....................................................... 

Criminal: 

Disciplinary matter: 

Requests to appeal: 
Civil: 
Petition of leave to appeal .............................. 
Petition for public interest [Rule 302(b)] motion ........ 
Total civil ............................................... 
Petition for leave to appeal ............................. 
Petition for public interest [Rule 302(b)] motion ........ 
Total criminal ............................................ 

Total ....................................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. 

Criminal: 

57 

12 
11 
5 
85 

40 

0 
2 
0 
0 
42 

42 
169 
- 

4 
1 
0 
5 

1 
0 
0 
1 

9 
15 

89 
1 
90 

95 
0 
95 
185 
200 
- 

44 

20 
64 ( 2)e 

( 

529 
51 
580 

476 
6 

482 
1,062 
1,173 ( 4)e 

84 

2 1  
14 
4 

123 

67 

1 
3 
0 
0 
71 

61 
255 

45 ( 2)e 
3 
20 
68 ( 2)e 

18 ( 2)e 
1 

15 
34 ( 2)e 

11 
113 ( 4)e 

443 ( 89)e 
31 ( 20)e 
474 (109)e 

400 ( 70)e 
4 ( 2)e 

404 ( 72)e 
878 (181)e 
991 (185)e 

62 

111 
6 
3 

82 

43 

1 
2 
5 
3 
54 

36 
172 

__ 

11 
0 
0 
1 

31 
1 
1 
5 

7 
13 

86 
1 
87 

101 
0 

101 
188 
201 
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Other matters: 
Petition for rehearing ....................................... 
Other motions ................................................ 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

369 1,250 (185)e 1,246 (185)e 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N I A  

N/A 

N/A 

64 

1,604 

1,668 

Manner of disposition 

Full opinion ................ 195 
Supervisory orders .......... 17 

383 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A 5 This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions for leave to appeal, Rule 302(b) motions, and original action motions are counted as requests to appeal or original proceedings 
filings; when denied, a disposition is counted; when granted, the case becomes an appeal or orfgiual proceeding, but a new filing is not 
counted. When the appeal or original proceeding is concluded, a disposition is counted. The granted petitions and motions are the 
numbers appearing in parentheses. 

kAdditional information: 

1Special source or revision i n  the data: 
Attorney disciplinary case filings includes one case that was reinstated. There were eight new filings during the year. 

Adjustments to end pending figures were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1978 Annual Report of-the Supreme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Illinois: March 1979). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and corrections to the data were made by 
the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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ILLINOIS DPELUTJI COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

5 districts, 34C judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ 1,832 ..................................................... 2,081 

Total appeals ................................................. 3,913 
- 

2,102k 
2,309k 
4,411 

2,164 

4,472 
2,308 

1,770 
2,082 
3,852 
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 3,913 4,411 

Disposition of appeals 

Civil 

By opinion By order or order Total 
805 Affirmed ................ 630 175 
14 Modified ................ 10 4 
139 Reversed ................ 120 19 

Affirmed in part and/or 
151 

Reversed and remanded ... 323 40 1 364 
13 Remanded ................ 7 6 

Remanded with direction 
3 3 for further proceeding -- _- 

Dismissed ............... 18 16 537 571 ............. 33 33 Transferred _ _  -_ 
-- 47 47 

Motion to leave to file 
late notice of appeal ................ 11 11 denied _- __ 

........ 3 3 

Without opinion 

__ __ 
_- 
-_ reversed in part ...... 138 13 

-_ 

Leave to appeal denied .. __ 

Summary reversal _ _  -- 
Summary reduction or mod- 
ification of sentence . 

Bail order entered ...... 
Confession of error ..... 

_- __ -- __ 
_- -- -- _- 
_- -_ -_ _- 

By opinion 
514 
11 
55 

84 
161 
6 

_- 
lo __ __ 

4,472 3,852 

Criminal 
Without opinion 

or order Total 
_- 1,303 

23 
88 

118 
1 220 

18 

8 8 
298 334 
5 5 
3 3 

-_ 
_- 

-_ 
-_ 

By order 
789 
12 
33 

34 
58 
12 

~- 

-_ 
26 -- 
-- 

16 16 
0 0 

2 2 
34 34 
29 29 ...... 107 107 _- 10 lo Other dispositions __ _- -_ - - - - - - - - 

Total .................... 1,246 27 3 645 2,164 841 964 503 2,308 

Manner of disposition 

Civil Criminal Total - _ _ _ -  
Majority opinion .............. X X 1,939m 

Without opinion or order ...... 645 503 1,148 

Per curiam .................... X X 1m 
Rule 23 order ................. 273 964 1,237 

Time interval (months) 
Number of cases 

Under Over 
6 6 to 12 12 to 18 18 t o  24 24 to 36 36 

months months months - -- months e months 
Date of filing to date of disposition: 
Civil ......................................... 386 769 724 188 78 12 
Criminal ...................................... 331 1,026 661 135 71 18 

Civil ......................................... 1,328 630 98 15 6 6 
Criminal ...................................... 1,668 435 37 5 0 0 

Date briefs filed to date of disposition: 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included i n  the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

CJudge information: 

kAdditional information: 
In addition to the 34 regular judges, 3 retired judges and 5 circuit judges also served on this court by assignment during 1978. 

Of the 2,102 civil appeals filed, 41 were cases which were reinstated during 1978. 
Of the 2,309 criminal appeals filed, 33 were cases which were reinstated during 1978. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
There were 33 specially concurring, 145 dissenting, and 31 supplemental opinions filed in the court. 
The 1,940 majority and per curiam opinions disposed of 2,087 cases. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1978 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Illinois: March, 1979). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ILLINOIS CIRCUIT U)WT 
C o u r t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

21 circuits, 373 circuit a d  269C associate judges 
J a n u a r y  1. 1978 to  D e c e r b e t  31, 1978 

End 
pendingk F i l e d j  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

Law $15,000 and under  ........................................ 
Law o v e r  $15,000 ............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
S m a l l  clains ................................................... 
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  rights: 

Eminent domain ............................................... 
Equi ty :  

Chancery ..................................................... 
Dome5tic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 

O t h e r  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  
Divorce .................................................... 
Family ..................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
E s t a t e :  
Brobatelvillslintestate: 

P r o b a t e  .................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 
Appeal: 

Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
Tax ........................................................ 
Munic ipa l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  ..................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 

89,056f 
74,1Olf  

157,157f  
39,276 

1 ,075  

37 .a90 

38,049 

20,655 
58,704 

N/A 
1 ,302  

135, 405f 

135,871f  
466 

164,893 
38,082 

202,975 
175,454 

649 

48,148 

72,339 

21,626 
93,965 

34,154 
8 ,693  

117,371 
167 

117,538 

16'4,497 
32,075 

196,572 
171.120 

696 

59,128 

67,212 

16 ,320  
83,532 

28 ,353  
8 ,486  

116 ,305  
115  

116 ,420  

ai ,4388 
a o , z a i g  

161,7198 
48,236g 

1,0888 

26.3478 

43,374 

70,8759 
27,5018 

N I A  
1,525.3 

135,5328 
5428 

136,074g 
O t h e r  c i v i l :  

Misce l l aneous  r emed ies  ....................................... 7,037f  a, 125  6,322 8,835.3 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 438 ,312f i  689,701 670,629 454,699gi 

Cr imina ld :  
Fe lony  ......................................................... 20,355 
Misdemeanor: 

Misdemeanorsj  ................................................ 61 ,456fi  
Conse rva t ion  v i o l a t i o n s  ...................................... N / A  

T o t a l  ......................................................... 61 ,456f i  
Ord inance  violations N / A  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 81,811fi 

........................................... - - 

34,260 31,784 

412,577 390,913 
8,429 7 ,921  

421,006 398,834 
62,709 57,889 

517,975 488,507 

21,724g 

71,3008 

7 1 ,  300gi 
N I A  

93,O24gi 

N/A 

T r a f f i c :  
Pa rk ing  : 

O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
Pa rk ing  t i c k e t s  i n  Cook County ............... ......... ....... N/A 3 ,831 ,731  1,597,737 N/A 

T r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  ........................................... N / A  2,565,359 2 ,4z5 ,a74  N/A 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... NJA 6,397,090 4,023,611 N / A  

- 

J u v e n i l e  : - 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 13,116 29,183 26,517 16,2788 

~~~~ ~ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 533,239fi  7,633,949 5,209,264 564,001gi 

-dm 
J u r y  Non-jury T o t a l  --- 

C i v i l :  
Law $1,000 t o  $15,000 ... 651 N/A N/A 
Law o v e r  $15,000 ....... 1,086 N/A N/A 

T o t a l k . .  ................. 1 ,737  N / A  N / A  
C r i m i n a l  ( fe lony)m ....... 1,237 2,103 3,340 

T o t a l  ..................... 2,976 N/A N / A  

Cr imina l ( f e1ony)  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  

J u r y  t r ia l :  
Conv ic t ion  .......................... 
A c q u i t t a l  ........................... 
Conv ic t ion  .......................... 
A c q u i t t a l  ........................... 

P l e a  of g u i l t y  ........................ 
Reduced t o  misdemeanorm ............... 
Convicted of a i sdemeanor  .............. 
Discharged a t  p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  ..... 
Other  reduced o r  dismissedm ........... 
Found u n f i t  t o  s t a n d  t r i a l  ............ 

Non-jury t r i a l :  

Felony - 
a74 
363 

1,110 
993 

18,998 
2 ,533  

286 
17,969 
12,551 

1 2 1  

Time i n t e r v a l  ( a v e r a g e  months)  

Under 1 1 t o  1-112 1-112 t o  2 2 t o  2-112 2-112 t o  3 3 t o  3-112 3-112 t o  4 Over 4 Average t i m e  
y e a r  y e a r s  y e a r s  y e a r s  y e a r s  y e a r s  y e a r s  years e l a p s e d  (months)  

Cases t e r m i n a t e d  by v e r d i c t :  
Law ......................... 227 193 217 149 125  131 255 440 33.5 

( con t inued  on n e x t  page)  
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I l l i n o i s  C i r c u i t  Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  c a s e  type  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

CJudge in fo rma t ion :  
A s s o c i a t e  judges may hea r  a l l  matters excep t  criminal t r ia l s  i n  which the  de fendan t  is charged w i t h  a n  o f f e n s e  pun i shab le  by more t h a n  one 

y e a r  imprisonment .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  

A c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of  count  is  the  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  compla in t s .  Each de fendan t  is counted f o r  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l s  and 

A t r i a l  is  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

These d i f f e r e n c e s  were caused by ad jus tmen t s  t h a t  were made by the  c o u r t  i n  t h e  1978 beginning pending c o u n t s .  

F i g u r e s  were a d j u s t e d  by r eason  of a p h y s i c a l  i nven to ry .  

C i v i l  t o t a l  pendings do no t  i n c l u d e  pending c a s e s  f o r  estate. 
Hisdemeanor and grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do not  i nc lude  d a t a  f o r  non-suburban Cook County, OK any c o n s e r v a t i o n  v i o l a t i o n s .  
Cr imina l  t o t a l  pendings do n o t  i n c l u d e  pending cases f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  v i o l a t i o n s ,  o r  o r d i n a n c e  v i o l a t i o n s .  
Grand t o t a l  pendings do no t  i n c l u d e  pending cases f o r  estate, c o n s e r v a t i o n  v i o l a t i o n s ,  o r d i n a n c e  v i o l a t i o n s ,  and t r a f f i c .  

F i l e d  i n c l u d e s  c a s e s  t h a t  have been r e i n s t a t e d  and t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  and t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  of t h e  c o u r t ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Cases r e i n s t a t e d  o r  

c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 Court  y e a r :  

gChange i n  pending does no t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

iData a r e  no t  complete: 

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  a r e  added t o  the  o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s ,  wh i l e  c a s e s  t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  are s u b t r a c t e d .  Post judgment  and p o s t t e r m i n a t i o n  matters are 
no t  i nc luded .  

Cook County. 
kAdd i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  

mCategor i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Misdemeanor c a s e s  i n c l u d e  o r d i n a n c e  v i o l a t i o n s ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  v i o l a t i o n s  and p re l imina ry  h e a r i n g s  i n  f e l o n y  c a s e s  i n  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court  of 

Of t h e  39,355 law--jury c a s e s ,  1 ,737 were t e rmina ted  by j u r y  v e r d i c t .  

C r i m i n a l  t r i a l s  and c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  f o r  f e l o n y  cases on ly .  T r i a l s  i n  which t h e  de fendan t  was found g u i l t y  of a reduced cha rge  were 

The u n i t  of count  i n  t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  i s  the  number of d e f e n d a n t s ,  u n l i k e  the  u n i t  of count  i n  the  o t h e r  p r o f i l e  d a t a .  
n o t  i nc luded  in t h e  t r i a l  d a t a .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  I l l i n o i s  C o u r t s ,  1978 Annual Report  of  t h e  Supreme Court  of I l l i n o i s  (Chicago,  I l l i n o i s :  
S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

March, 1979) .  
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INDIANA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPERIOR COURT(42) 
83 ludges 
Jurisdiction 
-Law, equity Domestic relations 
and small claims in some areas 

-Felonies, misdemeanors, preliminary 
hearings. some minor criminal 

-1uvenile i n  some counties 
1 Appeals de novo I Jury trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. Criminal 

appeals with minimum penaltygreater 
than 10 years. Civil appeals if amount 
in controversy is greater than $50. 

- Constitutionality of state or federal 
statute and habeas corpus appeals, 
arising out of criminal, extradition, 
or mental health proceedings. 

- Original jurisdiction over admission 
to the bar, practice of law, attorney 
discipline, and disbarment; judicial 
discipline, removal, and retirement. 

I COURT OF APPEALS (4) 
Civil i f  amount is 
greater than $50. j u d g e s  

Criminal if  sentence is Jurisdiction: 
greater than  5o years. - Civil and criminal appeals not heard 

- Reviews final decisions of adminis- 
by Supreme Court .  

trative agencies. 

A _- 
CRIMINAL COURT OF 
MARION COUNTY 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 
- Misdemeanors, traffic. 
Appeals on record. 

UNTY COURT (56 )  
judges 
d i c t i o n  
ontract and tort under 
3,000, possessory actions 
etweeii landlord and tenant 
,he ie  rent docs not exceed 
500 per month, small claims 
Iisdemeanor, traffic, local 
rdinance violations, criminal 
'ith fine under $1,000 or 
mtence lebs than 1 year 

ry trials 

CITY COURT (81) 
81 judges 
lurisdiction varies 
-Civil action under $500 
(varies to $2,500) 

-Misdemeanors with fine less 
than $500 and sentence less 
than 6 months 

-City ordinance violationb 

Jury trials I 

CIRCUIT COURT (88) 
84 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law, equity. 
- Domestic relationsand probate (except 

- Felonies, misdemeanors, preliminary 

Appeals de novo. 

Marion and Lake Counties). 

hearings, some minor criminal. 

Jury trials. 
~ 

OUNTY 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
-Paternity. 
-Criminal misdemeanors I committed against juveniles 
by adults. I 

-Exclusive original j 
I1 juvenile matt' 

I 

c A A I 
C 

Criminal 

PROBATE COURT (2) MUNICIPAL'COURT 
2 judges OF MARION 
Jurisdiction: COUNTY 
-In Marion and St .  Joseph 

-Exclusive jurisdiction in Jurisdiction: 
15 judges 

-Law cases under $ ~ O . O O O .  

-Misdemeanor, ordinance 

Counties. 

probate, adoptions, and 
guardianship. Landlord and tenant. 

violations, and traffic with 
fine less than $1.000 andlor 
sentence less than 1 year. 
Preliminary hearings. 

-Juvenile. 

Jury trials in probate. 

Jury trials. 

s u r e 6  of Peace 

li 
TOWN COURT (25) 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Ordinance violations, mis- 
demeanorswith fine less than 
$500 andlor sentence less 
than 6 months. 

Jury trials. 

SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT OF MARION 
COUNTY (8) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction 
-Civil contract, tort, 
possession of property, and 
landlord and tenant, under 
$1,500 

proceedings 

No jury trials 

-Surety of the peace 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate court  

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

iurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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INDJAUA SUPREUE COURT 

Cour t  of  last r e s o r t  
5 j u s t i c e s  

J a n u a r y  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending 

F i l e d  Disposed 
*)i 
-:il Cases : 

Appeals :  
Direct a p p e a l s  ............................................... 
Cr imina l  a f t e r  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  g ran ted  ................. 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 
C i v i l  a f t e r  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  g r a n t e d  ..................... 

Other  cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n s  ......................................... 
Writs ..................................................... 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  cases ........................................ 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
C i v i l  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  ................................. 
Cr imina l  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  ............................. 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases .............................................. 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  matter: 

Reques t s  to appea l :  

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ 

X 
0 
X 

X 
X 

0 
X 
X 
X 

__ 

X 

X 
38 

X 

X 
X 

150 
X 
X 
X 

234 
21 

7 
262 

1 2  
38 
50 

8 
58 

121  ( 29)e 
66 ( N / A ) e  

187 ( 2 9 ) e i  
245 ( 29)ei 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
0 
X 

X 
X 

0 
X 
X 
X 
- 

T o t a l  cases ...................................................... 

Other  p roceed ings :  
O the r  m a t t e r s :  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  e x t e n s i o n  of t i m e  .............................. 
S p e c i a l  judge matters ........................................ 
Hearing o f f i c e r s  i n  d i s c i p l i n a r y  matters ..................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... 

466h( 29)ei 507 ( 29)ei 

N / A  
N / A  

492 
804 , ~~ 

N/A 20 
N / A  1,316 

109 

N ~ A  

N/A 
N/A 

N / A  

Manner of  d i s p o s i t i o n  

O r i g i n a l  
Appeals  j u r i s d i c t i o n  D i s c i p l i n a r y  T o t a l  

.............. M a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n  262 12  1 275 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case t y p e  a r e  known t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  b u t  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  

eCases n o t  i n c l u d e d  i o  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avo id  doub le  coun t ing :  
Reques t s  t o  a p p e a l  g r a n t e d  are n o t  counted a s  d i s p o s i t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e  a p p e a l  is  d i sposed ;  t h e  f i l i n g  of t h e  r e s u l t i n g  a p p e a l  is not  

coun ted  a s  a new f i l i n g .  These g ran ted  r e q u e s t s  t o  a p p e a l  cases are t h e  numbers appea r ing  i n  t h e  pa ren theses .  
h F i g u r e  was computed: 

F i l i n g  f i g u r e  was computed from d i s p o s i t i o n  and pending d a t a .  
h a t a  are no t  complete:  

The number of criminal p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  g ran ted  was no t  a v a i l a b l e ,  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  not  i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  appea l s  f i l e d ,  t o t a l  
cases f i l e d  f i g u r e s ,  r e q u e s t s  t o  a p p e a l  d i s p o s e d ,  t o t a l  o t h e r  cases d i sposed ,  or t o t a l  c a s e s  d i sposed .  

1 S p e c i a l  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  
The beg inn ing  pending t o t a l  cases f i g u r e  was o b t a i n e d  from t h e  1977 annua l  r e p o r t  where it w a s  g iven  as t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  

1977 c o u r t  y e a r .  
mIn fo rma t ion  o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type OK t r i a l  data: 

There were 17  concur r ing  o p i n i o n s  and 4 3  d i s s e n t i n g  o p i n i o n s .  

Source:  D i v i s i o n  of S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  1978 I n d i a n a  J u d i c i a l  Report  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual  r e p o r t  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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INDIANA COURT OF APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

4 d i s t r i c t s .  1 2  j u d g e s  
J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 7 8  to  December 31, 1978 - 

End 
Disposed pend ing  F i l ed ’  Beg inn ing  

pend ing  

Cases :  
Appea l s  : 

C i v i l  ........................................................ X 
Cr fmina l  ..................................................... X 
O t h e r  a p p e a l s :  

Exped i t ed  c a s e s  ............................................ X 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 752 

~ 

436 
426 

34 
896 

X X 
X X 

X - 
a47 

X 
801 

__ 

O t h e r  c a s e s :  
R e q u e s t s  t o  a p p e a l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  .............................................. ___ __ __ - 

T o t a l  cases ...................................................... 752 896 847 801  

O t h e r  p roceed ings :  
O t h e r  m a t t e r s :  

Motions t o  d i s m i s s l a f f i r m  .................................... 29f 

Total ......................................................... 29f 

Hotiong,  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  t ime,  and m i s c e l l a n e o u s  o r d e r s  
handed down _ _  ................................................ 

___ 
T o t a l  o t h e r  p rocecd ings  ......................................... 2gf 

136 

3,236 
3 ,372  

3,372 

132 

3,236 
3,372 

3 , 3 6 8  

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  Age of pend ing  c a s e s  (months)  

Op in ion  ( m a j o r i t y )  ............ 833m 
Order  ......................... 14 

Less t h a n  3 months ................. 
Between 3 and 6 months ............. 
Between 6 and 9 months ............. 
Over 9 months ...................... 

33 

__ 
33 

33 

- 

190 
158 
138 
315 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank s p a c e  = Kot enough i n f o r m a t i o n  is  known. The c a s e  c a t e g o r y  may o r  may n o t  be hand led  by t h e  c o u r t .  
X The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  -- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  € o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does n o t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  
F igu res  a r e  as g i v e n  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  

JExp lana t ion  of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  
P i l e d  cabes d r e  “ f u l l y  b r i e f e d  cases” fo rwarded  t o  t h e  c o u r t  by t h e  c l e r k ‘ s  o f f i c e .  
Pending c a s e s  a r e  “ f u l l y  b r i e f e d  c a s e s ”  t h a t  have been f i l e d  b u t  n o t  d i s p o s e d .  

There were a t o t a l  of 84 c o n c u r r i n g  and d i s s e n t i n g  o p i n i o n s  f i l e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  833  m a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n s .  
“InEormation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source:  D i v i s i o n  of S t a t e  Cour t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  1978 I n d i a n a  J u d i c i a l  Repor t  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  
e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y .  

INDIANA SUPERIOR COURT AND CIRCUIT DDURT 
C o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

4 2  c o u r t s ,  83 j udges ;  88 c i r c u i t s ,  8 4  judges 
J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 7 8  t o  December 31, 1978  

End 
Disposed pend ing  F i l e d  Beginning 

pend ing  

C i v i l d :  
sm11 c l a i m s  (County Court  f u n c t i o n l k  .......................... 8 ,754fh  29,682 
Domest ic  relations: 

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n :  
D i s s o l u t i o n  ................................................ 33 ,908fh  48,517 
Redocketed d i s s o l u t i o n s  .................................... 10 ,384fh  26,150 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 47,292fh 74,667 

G u a r d i a n s h i p  ............................................... 27 ,042fh 4 ,273  

T o t a l  ......................................................... 63,825fh 24,196 

P l e n a r y  p roceed ingsk  ......................................... 66fh 47 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 91,312fh 72,446 

E s t a t e :  
Guardianship/consertorshipltrusteeship: 

O t h e r  e s t a t e :  
P r o b a t e l a d o p t i o n  ........................................... 36 ,783fh  19 ,923  

O t h e r  c i v i l :  
C i v i l  ........................................................ 69,D24fh 46,604 
Redocketed c i v i l  ............................................. 17 ,888fh  13,642 

Redocketed c i v i l  (County Cour t  f u n c t i o n ) k  .................... 4 ,334fh  12 ,153  

25.716 

44,896 
22,584 
67,480 

4 ,024  

16,969 
20,993 

12 ,720  

37,529 
16,950 
54,479 

27,291 

39,737 
67,028 

48,936 66,692 
11 ,233  20,297 

65 48 
8 ,651  7,836 

68,885 94,873 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 211,183fh 200,991 183 ,074  229,100 



21 9 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 
Criminal (County Court function)k ............................ 
Redocketed criminal (County Court function)k ................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Redocketed criminal .......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Other (County Court function)jk .............................. 
Otherj ....................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Pelonylmisdemeanor: 

Preliminary hearing: 

Other criminal: 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 
Nonfelony traffic (County Court function)k ................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

5,63afh 
31fh 

5,669fh 

14,607fh 
1,009fh 
15,706fh 

39fh 

4,865fh 

26 ,279fh 

6,259fh 

6 ,259f 

15,362 
1,355 
16,717 

13,808 
1,728 
15,536 

807 

9,139 

42,199 

83,879 

83,879 

13,478 
1,261 
14,739 

13,657 
1,624 
15,281 

792 

8,830 

39,642 

82,670 

82,670 

7,522 
125 

7,647 

14,758 
1,203 
15,961 

54 

5,174 

28,836 

7,468 

7,468 

10,462fh 16,978 16,267 11,173 

Grand total ...................................................... 254,183fh 344,047k 321,653 276,577 

Triald Type of disposition 

Superior and Circuit Court County 
Criminal Civil plenary =m Total Superior and Court 

Jury ............. 717 705 37 1,459 Circuit Court function Total 
Non-jury ......... 1,634 11,889 83,096 96,619 Dismissed ........... 44,012 12,710 56,722 
Total ............. 2,351 12,594 83,133 98,078 Guilty plea ......... 8,144 26,078 34,222 

Default ............. 14.950 10.312 25.262 
County Court function Settled ............. 14,744 4;297 19;041 

Criminal Small claims Civil plenary Other"' Total Closed .............. 3,126 . -- 3,126 
66 1,007 Jury ............. 28 1 21 50 Transferred ......... 941 -- 

Non-jury ......... 2,479 5,930 54 11,272 19,735 Venued out .......... 4,601 65 4,666 
Total ............. 2,507 ' 5,930 55 11,293 19,785 Traffic Violations 
Total trials ....... 4,858 5,930 12,649 94,426 117,863 Bureau ............. 0 56,050 56,050 

Failure to appear ... __ 765 765 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. -- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

Figures are as calculated from data given in the annual report. 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Beginning pending figures were calculated from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

"Other" includes all matters adjudicated in the court that have not been specifically listed. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure fOK thh 1977 court year: 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

hFigure was computed: 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
These include probable cause hearings, 

petitions for writs of habeas corpus, commitment proceedings, waiver hearings, and informal juvenile hearings. 
the data that many of these were probable cause cases when handled as a County Court function. 
other criminal for the regular functions of the court. 

It was determined from 
The "other" category cases are listed as 

kAdditional information: 
Case categories identified as "county court function" are cases that were handled by the Superior Court or Circuit Court, but are normally 

Cases filed also include 4,837 cases "venued in". 

'"Other" trials include data for trials in domestic relations. estate, traffic, juvenile, preliminary hearing, and other criminal cases. 

handled by the County Court. 

Wategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1978 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CRIMINAL COURT OF NhlLION COUNTY. INDIANA 
Court o f  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  4 judges 
J a n u a r y  1, 1978  t o  December 31, 1 9 7 8  

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beg inn ing  

pend ing  
-_I___- ~ _ _ _ _ _ . -  

C r i m i n a l 4  
FelonyfrPisderneanor: 

C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... 691fh  
Redocketed c r i m i n a l  .......................................... 4gfh 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 740fh - 
1,827 

97 
1,924 

1,737 
99 

1 ,836  ___ 

7 81 
47 

828 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 740fh 1,924k 1 ,836  828 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 740fh 1, 924k 1,836 828 

Cr imina l  ...... 

T r i a l d  

Jury Non-jury Total ........... 132 80 212 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

G u i l t y  p l e a  ............... 1,057 
Dismissed ................. 373 
T r a n s f e r r e d  ............... 16 
C losed  .................... 25 
Venued o u t  ................ 3 1  
S e t t l e d  ................... 0 

B o l d f a c e  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  i s  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  of c o m p l a i n t s .  
A t r i a l  is counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

F i g u r e s  are g i v e n  a s  c a l c u l a t e d  from d a t a  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was c a l c u l a t e d  from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending d a t a .  

F i f ty -one  of t h e  c a s e s  f i l e d  were "venued in". 

f g e g i n n i n g  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does  n o t  e q u a l  t h e  end pend ing  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  y e a r :  

hF igure  was computed: 

kAddi t i o n a l  i n fo rma t  ion :  

Source :  D i v i s i o n  of S t a t e  Cour t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  1978 I n d i a n a  J u d i c i a l  Repor t  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y .  

INDIANA COUNTP a)URT 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

56 c o u r t s ,  56 j u d g e s  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1 9 7 8  - 

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beg inn ing  

pend ing  

C i v i l d :  
Smal l  c l a ims  ................................................... 17,72gfh 66 ,011  62,094 21,646 
O t h e r  c i v i l :  

P l ena ry  p roceed ings  .......................................... 2 ,093fh  
Redocketed c i v i l  ............................................. 10 ,314fh  

T o t a l  ......................................................... Ufh 
3,550 

19,454 
23,004 

2 ,896  
13 ,401  
16,297 

2,747 
16,367 
19,114 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 30,136fh 89,015 78,391 40,760 

Cr imina ld :  
Misdemeanor: 

c r i m i n a l  ..................................................... 9 ,954fh  

T o t a l  ......................................................... 10 ,054fh  
Xedocketed c r i m i n a l  .......................................... i o o f h  

35,622 
507 

36,129 

31,952 
396 

32,348 

13,624 
211 

13 ,835  
P r e l i m i o a r y  hea r ing :  

O the r J  ....................................................... 255fh 4 ,460  4,139 576 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 10,309fh 40,589 36,487 14 ,411  

T r a f f i c :  
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  violation: 

Nonfelony t r a f f i c  ............................................ afh 171,522 155,514 39,338 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 23,330fh 171,522 155,514 39,338 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 63,775fh 301, 126k 270,392 94,509 

u d  

Jury Non-jury 
C i v i l :  .......... 12,917 S m a l l  c l a i m s  __ 

P l e n a r y  p roceed ing  .... 17 581 
T o t a l  .................. 17 13 ,498  

C r i m i n a l  ................ 112  3 ,550  
Otherm .................. 202 11,224 

T o t a l  ..................... 331 28,272 

T o t a l  

12,917 
598 

13,515 
3,662 

11,426 
28,603 

__ 

Type of d i s p o s i t i o n  

P l e a  ........................... 66,332 
Dismissed ...................... 38,974 
D e f a u l t  ........................ 23,611 
T r a f f i c  V i o l a t i o n s  Bureau ...... 90,692 
S e t t l e d  ........................ 13,588 
F a i l e d  t o  appea r  ............... 5,734 
T r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  ................ 1,734 
Venued o u t  ..................... 458  

( c o n t i n u e d  on n e x t  page )  
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I n d i a n a  County Court  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
= Not a p p l i c a b l e .  __ 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  is t h e  number of i n fo rma t ions ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  or compla in t s .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

F i g u r e s  are g iven  as c a l c u l a t e d  from d a t a  con ta ined  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and end pending d a t a .  

"Other"  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  a l l  matters a d j u d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  have not  been s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i s t e d .  These i n c l u d e  p robab le  cause  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 Court  yea r  does  n o t  equa l  t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  

hF igure  w a s  computed: 

h x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

h e a r i n g s ,  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  writs of habeas co rpus ,  commitment p roceed ings ,  and waiver  h e a r i n g s .  It was determined from the  d a t a  t h a t  many of 
t h e s e  were p robab le  cause  c a s e s  i n  t h e  County Cour t s .  

k A d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  

W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  
One hundred n i n e t y  s i x  of t he  f i l e d  cases were "venued i n . "  

"Other"  t r i a l s  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  t r ials i n  t r a f f i c  and p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  c a s e s .  

Source:  D i v i s i o n  of  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  1978 I n d i a n a  J u d i c i a l  Report  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

INDIANA PROBATX COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 c o u r t s ,  2 j udges  
J a n u a r y  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1 9 7 8  

End 
pendin F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
; 

C i r i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Redocketed c i v i l  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
E s t a t e :  
Guardiaoshiplconservatorshipltrusteeship: 

O t h e r  estate: 
Guard iansh ip  ............................................... 
P r o b a t e l a d o p t i o n  ........................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
O t h e r  c i v i l  .................................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

376h 
of 

376fh 

5 ,108  

4,294f 
9,402f 

878f 

10,656fh 

362 
0 

362 

902 

3,632 
4,534 

514 

5,410 

275 
0 

27 5 

1,299 

3,475 
4,774 

566 

5,615 

__ 

463 
0 

463 

4 ,711  

4,451 
9,162 

826 

10 ,451  

__ 

J u v e n i l e  : 
__ - ~ __ 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 925h 806 723 1 ,008  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 11 ,581fh  6,216k 6,338 11,459 

S d  

C i v i l  and j u v e n i l e  ..... - 3 5,106 5,109 
J u r y  Non-jury Total 

C i v i l  and j u v e n i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Dismissed .......................... 297 
S e t t l e d  ............................ 133 
Closed ............................. 796 
Venued o u t  ......................... 0 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

F i g u r e s  are as c a l c u l a t e d  from f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and end pending d a t a  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from t h e  f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending data. 

One of t h e  f i l e d  cases was "venued in" .  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

hF igure  was computed: 

k A d d i t i o n a l  informa t i o n :  

Source:  D i v i s i o n  of S t a t e  Cour t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  1978 I n d i a n a  J u d i c i a l  Report  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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MUNICIPAL DOUBT OF PlhBIOA COUNTP, INDIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 11 ful l - t ine and 4 par t - t ime  judges 
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 to  December 31, 1978 

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beg inn ing  

pend ing  

Civild : 
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 3 , 7 4 9 ”  8 , 9 0 1  

T o t a l  ......................................................... 5 , 1 7 7 f h  16 ,963  

Redocketed c i v i l  ............................................. 1 ,43Zfh 8 ,061  
Othe r  ........................................................ 0 1 

- 

8,783 3 ,863  
7,603 1 ,890  

1 0 
16 ,387  5 , 7 5 3  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 5 ,177fh  16 ,963  16,387 5,753 

cr i m i n a l d  : 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ..................................................... 24,297fh 39,597 33,159 30 ,735  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 24,297fh 39,597 33,159 30 ,735  

- 

T r a f F i c :  
O t h e r  traffic v i o l a t i o n :  

Yonfelony t r a f f i c  ............................................ 47 ,948fh  94 ,723  87 ,836  54 ,835  

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 47.948fh 94,723 87 ,836  54,835 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 77 ,422fh  151,283k 137,382 

a d  Type of d i s p o s i t i o n  

J u r y  Non-jury T o t a l  
Civil .................... 5 2  930 982 
C r i m i n a l  ................. 129  5,027 5,156 
O t h e r  .................... 52 14,466 14,518 

T o t a l  ..................... 233 20,423 20,656 

_ _ ~ _ _  P l e a  .............................. 
Dismissed ......................... 
D e f a u l t  ........................... 
T r a f f i c  V i o l a t i o n s  Bureau ......... 
S e t t l e d  ........................... 
T r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  ................... 
Venued ou t  ........................ 

91,323 

47,118 
38,874 

4 ,890  
19,274 

423 
0 

123 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
-- Nut a p p l i c a b l e .  

d c a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of c o u n t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
Ths c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  i s  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  c o m p l a i n t s .  
A c r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does  n o t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  
F igu res  a r e  g iven  as c a l c u l a t e d  from d a t a  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  

&Change i n  pending does  no t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
F i g u r e s  are a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  

hF igure  was computed: 
3 e g i n n i n g  pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending d a t a .  

kAdd i t iona l  i n f o r m a t i o n :  
Four of t h e  f i l e d  c a s e s  were “venued i n . ”  

SOuKce: D i v i s i o n  of S t a t e  Cour t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  1978 I n d i a n a  J u d i c i a l  Repor t  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  
e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y .  
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JWENILg COURT OF W O N  COUNTY, INDIANA 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  1 judge  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978  t o  December 31. 1978  

CKi!dUdd: 
Hisdemeanor: 

C r i m i n a l j  .................................................... ' 8h 15 8 15 

T o t a l  Cr imina l  .................................................. 8h 15 8 15 

- __ __ 

J u v e n i l e  : 
Other j u v e n i l e :  

J u v e n i l e  ..................................................... 1 ,154fh  
O t h e r j  ....................................................... 349fh 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 1 ,503fh  

6,474 
129 

6 ,603  - 

5,949 
37 

5,986 - 

1 ,679  
44 1 

2,120 __ 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 1 ,503fh  6 ,603  5 ,986  2,120 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 1 ,511fh  6,618 5,994 2,135 

T r i a l d  

- J u r y  Non-jury Total 
C r i m i n a l  ................. 0 5 5 
J u v e n i l e  ................. 5 4 ,753  4,758 

T o t a l  ..................... 5 4,758 4,763 

Cr imina l  and j u v e n i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

G u i l t y  p l e a  ....................... 390 
Dismissed ......................... 710 
T r a n s f e r r e d  ....................... 131 

Bold face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of coun t  i s  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  compla in t s .  
A t r i a l  is coun ted  i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

F i g u r e s  are as c a l c u l a t e d  from d a t a  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were computed from f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and end pending d a t a .  

Cr imina l  c a s e s  are misdemeanors committed a g a i n s t  j u v e n i l e s  by a d u l t s .  
O the r  cases are in fo rma l  j u v e n i l e  h e a r i n g s .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does  no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

hF igure  was computed: 

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  the  ca t egory :  

Source:  D i v i s i o n  of S t a t e  Cour t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  1977 I n d i a n a  J u d i c i a l  Repor t  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

INDIANA CITY COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

J a n u a r y  1. 1978  t o  December 31. 1978  

There were no d a t a  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  C i t y  Court  f o r  1978.  

81 c o u r t s ,  81 judges  

INDIANA TOWN COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

J a n u a r y  1. 1978 t o  December 31. 1978  

There were no d a t a  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  Town Court  f o r  1978. 

25 c o u r t s ,  25 judges  

SMALL CLAIMS COURT OF W O N  COUNTY. INDIANA 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 c o u r t s .  8 judges  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978  to December 31. 1978 

There were no d a t a  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  Small  C l a i m s  Court  f o r  1978. 
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IOWA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as of right in all cases from 

District Cour t  except real estate 
under $1,000 o r  decisions on  small 

I claims appeals. 

COURT OF APPEALS* 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction 
- Appeals and original proceedings 

transferred by the Supreme Cour t  

DISTRICT COURT (8) 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
92 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General and original civil, probate 
- General and original criminal. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo and on  record. 

Jury trials 

DISTiCTCOURT(8) 
15 district associate judges 
15  regular full-time magistrates 
9 substitute full-time magistrates 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions $3,000 o r  less, small 

claims $1,000 or less. Forcible entry 
and detainer except title to property. 

- Misdemeanors, indictable misde- 
meanors, non-indictable misde- 
meanors, including traffic and 
ordinance violations. 
Preliminary hearings. 

-Juvenile.  

Six-person jury trials in  simple mis- 
demeanor (non-indictable) cases. 

No jury trials in small claims. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
191 part-time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Small claims $1,000 o r  less. Forcible 

entry and detainer except title to 
property. 

- Non-indictable misdemeanor includin; 
traffic and ordinance violations (fine 
not to exceed $100 o r  sentence not 
to exceed 30 days imprisonment). 

No jury trials in small claims. 
Jury  trials in criminal cases. 

Court  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
Indicates transfer of cases. 

I 

"Court  of Appeals began hearing oral arguments and deciding cases in January, 1977. 
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IOWA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January 1. 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed Disposed - 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
Civil: 
Contracts .................................................. 
Contested child custody .................................... 
Domestic relations not involving child custody ............. 
Property ................................................... 
Taxation ................................................... 
Tort ....................................................... 
Trust, estates, wills ...................................... 
Other ...................................................... 
Direct appeals from final judgments in civil cases ......... 
Writ of certiorari granted ................................. 
Interlocutory appeal graiited ............................... 
Disposition by order or other mode prior to formal 
submission to the COUKt .................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Guilty plea only ........................................... 
Guilty plea and sentencing only ............................ 
Other ...................................................... 
Direct appeals from final judgments in criminal cases ...... 
Writ of certiorari granted ................................. 
Disposition by order or other mode prior to formal 
submission to the court .................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Postconviction relief ...................................... 
Administrative law ......................................... 

Criminal: 

Postconviction remedy: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

-- 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

-- 
307 

X 

X - X 

32 
12 
19 
22 

7 
45 
10 
49 __ 

581k 
777 

7 
2 
83 

363k 
455 

9 

40 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

__ 
275 

X 

X - 
Total appeals ................................................. 3071 X (16)e 1,281 275i 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
DiSCipliMry: 
Lawyer disciplinary proceedings .......................... 

Request to appeal: 
Civil: 
Petition for writ of certiorari .......................... 
Petition €or permission to appeal interlocutory ruling ... 
Petition for discretionary review ........................ 
Total ..................................................... 
Petition for writ of certiorari .......................... 
Petition for discretionary review ........................ 
Total ..................................................... 
Total ...................................................... 
Sentence review only: 
Sentencing only .......................................... 

Total other cases ................................................ 

Criminal : 

X 

X - 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

- 

9 

22 (x)e 
61 (X)e 
22 
105 (X)e 

17 (X)e 
22 (x)e 
39 (x)e 
144 (X)e 

11 

164 (16)e 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

- 

Total cases ..................................................... 848 1,490 (16)e 1,445 (16)e 8808 

Other matters: 
Rehearing requests: > 
Application for further review ............................... 01 156h 137 19 
Motions and orders ........................................... 0 3,445 3,445 0 

Total ........................................................... 0 3,601 3,582 19 
__ - 

Manner of disposition Disposition of cases 

ciVi1m CriminaP _ _ _ _ _  
Signed opinion .................. X X 

Total opinion .................. 245 103 
Per curiam ..................... X X 

Status of pending cases 

CiViP CrimiMlm 
I - _ _ _  

In work ........................ 452 222 
Readv .......................... 90 36 

DiSCipliM~ Appeals 
Civilm Criminalm Total Disciplinary --- 9 312 

0 45 Transferred to Court of ADDeals .. 245 125 370 0 __ .. 
9 357 Consolidations ................... 7 12 19 

Dismissal or withdrawal 
prior to submission ............ 209 53 262 0 

Other dismissal .................. 107 167 274 0 ......... 9 Total Lawyer license suspended -- _ _  -- __ 
674 
126 

29 
51 

Assigned to justices 
for submission ............... 23 6 

Out to justices (submitted) .... 40 11 

(continued on next page) 
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Iowa Supreme Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Time i n t e r v a l  ( a v e r a g e  days )  

m n  P r i o r i t y  c i v i l ”  Cr imina ln  9 
Ready f o r  s u b n i s s i o n  t o  o p i n i o n  .. , .  .... 8.3 4.1 4.2 6.5 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t e  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  t y p e  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  

@Cases n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avo id  doub le  coun t ing :  
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  writ  of c e r t i o r a r i  and p e t i t i o n s  f o r  pe rmis s ion  t o  a p p e a l  i n t e r l o c u t o r y  r u l i n g  when g r a n t e d  a r e  no t  coun ted  a s  a d i s p o s i t i o n .  

The r e s u l t i n g  a p p e a l  is  n o t  counted as a new f i l i n g ,  and i s  counted a s  a d i s p o s i t i o n  o n l y  when t h e  a p p e a l  i s  d i s p o s e d .  These g r a n t e d  
p e t i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  numbers a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  p a r e n t h e s e s .  

GChange i n  pending does n o t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

h F i g u r e  was computed: 

bats a r e  n o t  complete:  

kAdd i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n :  

F i g u r e s  a r e  a s  g iven  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  

A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  r ev iew f i l e d  f i g u r e  was computed from pending and d i sposed  f i g u r e s .  

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  pending d a t a  do n o t  i n c l u d e  c i v i l  a p p e a l s ,  p o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy cases, o r  a p p e a l s  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency  cases .  

Cases  t r a n s F e r r e d  t o  t h e  Court  of Appeals  by t h e  Supreme Court  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  c a s e s  l i s t e d  a s  d i sposed  p r i o r  t o  fo rma l  submiss ion  t o  t h e  
c o u r t .  

l S p e c i a l  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  
A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  f u r t h e r  r ev iew beg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  was t aken  from t h e  1977 a n n u a l  r e p o r t  where i t  was g i v e n  as t h e  end pending f i g u r e  

f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r .  
mInEormat ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

The c i v i l  c a t e g o r y  f o r  manner of d i s p o s i t i o n ,  d i s p o s i t i o n  of c a s e s ,  and s t a t u s  of pending c a s e s  d a t a  i n c l u d e s  c i v i l  appea l s .  p o s t c o n v i c t i o n  

The c r i m i n a l  c a t e g o r y  f o r  manner of d i s p o s i t i o n ,  d i s p o s i t i o n  of c a s e s ,  and s t a t u s  of pending c a s e s  d a t a  i n c l u d e s  c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  and 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  357 m a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n s  t h e r e  were a l s o  4 1  d i s s e n t s  and 2 4  concurences  f i l e d .  

P r i o r i t y  c i v i l  i n c l u d e s  pos t c o n v i c t i o n  r e l i e €  and c o n t e s t e d  c h i l d  cus tody  c a s e s .  

r e l i e f ,  and a p p e a l  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency cases. 

s e n t e n c e  review o n l y  c a s e s .  

“ In fo rma t ion  on tine i n t e r v a l  o r  age  of pend ing  d a t a :  

Source :  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Department ,  1978 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t  (Des Moines, Iowa: 1979) ,  1979 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t  
(Des Noines,  Iowa: 1980) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y .  
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IOUA ODURT OF APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

5 judges  
J a n u a r y  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978  

End 
pend ing  Beginning F i l e d  Disposed pending 

Cases:  
Appeals  : 

C i v i l :  
C o n t r a c t s  .................................................. 
Contes t ed  c h i l d  cus tody  .................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  not  i nvo lv ing  c h i l d  cus tody  ............. 
Prope r ty  ................................................... 
T a x a t i o n  ................................................... 
T o r t  ....................................................... 
T r u s t ,  e s t a t e s ,  w i l l s  ...................................... 
Other  ...................................................... 
D i s p o s i t i o n  by o r d e r  ....................................... 

T o t a l j  ...................................................... 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

7 0 f j  

CKimiMl: 
G u i l t y  p l ea  on ly  ........................................... X 

O t h e i l  ..................................................... X 
G u i l t y  p l e a  and s e n t e n c i n g  on ly  ............................ X 

T o t a l 1  ...................................................... 2 2 f j  

P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy: 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  r e l i e f  ..... ................. ............. 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2453 

X 
X 
X 

1251 

26 
50 
68 
40 

4 
30 
3 

1 7  
1 

239 

11 
1 

100 
112 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

4 8 g j  

X 
X 
X 

3 o g j  

Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  law ......................................... ( j )  - 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ............................................... 92f 

O t h e r  cases: 
S e n t e n c e  r ev iew only:  

Sen tenc ing  on ly  ............................................ ( j )  
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. ( j )  

- 

370 

21 

379 

- 

5 
5 
- 

(j) 

7 8g 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 92f 370 384 78 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  Time i n t e r v a l  ( a v e r a g e  months) 

Total 
Signed op in ion  ................. 158 
Pe r  cu r i am .................... 1 7 1  
Dismissed by o r d e r  ............ 2 

Ready f o r  submission t o  o p i n i o n  ........ 

Bold face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r .  
two f i g u r e s  i s  due t o  i n v e n t o r y  c o r r e c t i o n s .  

gChange i n  pending does  no t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
Data are as r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  the  ca t egory :  
C i v i l  a p p e a l s  f i l e d  and pending i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a w  and p o s t c o n v i c t i o n  r e l i e f  ca ses .  
C r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  f i l e d  and pending i n c l u d e  s e n t e n c e  r e v i e u  only cases. 
One criminal a p p e a l  was 'd i smis sed  by o r d e r .  T h i s  case i s  inc luded  i n  t h e  o t h e r  criminal a p p e a l s  ca t egory .  

P r i o r i t y  c i v i l  i n c l u d e s  p o s t c o n v i c t i o n  r e l i e f  and c o n t e s t e d  c h i l d  cus tody  cases. 

The d i s p a r i t y  between t h e s e  

" In fo rma t ion  on t i m e  i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending d a t a :  

Source:  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Department ,  1978 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  (Des Moines, Iowa: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  
annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

8 districtsC 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 
Small claims: 
Small claims (associate judges and regular 
magistrates assigned) ...................................... 

Small claims (substitute and part-time magistrates assigned) . 
Totall ........................................................ Small claims (docket maintained by the clerk) ................ 
Domestic relatione: 
Other dmestic relations: 
Termination of parental rights ............................. 

Estate: 
ProbatelviIls/intestate: 

Guardiaoship/conservatorsbipltrusteeship: 
Estate openedk ............................................. 
Guardianship and conservatorship openedk ................... 
Trusteeships openedk ....................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Regular civil (district judges) .............................. 
Regular civil (associate judges, substitute and 
regular magistrates) ....................................... 

Total ......................................................... 

Other civil: 

784f 
74811 

ll,03Bf 
12,570f 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  
N/A 
N / A  

X 

X 
40,584f 

Total civil ..................................................... 53,154fi 

Criminald: 
Felony: 

Misdeneanor: 
Regular criminal (district judges)jk ......................... 12,192fj 

Nonindictable statek ......................................... 6,970f 

magistrates) ............................................... 1,955f 

Regular criminal (associate judges and regular ........... full-time and substitute judicial magistrates)jk (j) 

Total ......................................................... X 
Preliminary hearing: 
Preliminary examination (associate judges and regular 

Preliminary examination (substitute and part-time 
magistrates) ............................................... 1,891 

Total ......................................................... 3,846f 

Nonindictable ordinancek ..................................... 32,258 
Ordinance violation: 

......................................................... Appeal (j) 

Total criminalk ................................................. 55,266f 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 
Nonindictable statek ......................................... 10,836 
Nonindictable ordinancek ..................................... 10,570 
Total ......................................................... 21,406 

Total traffic ................................................... 21,406 

Juvenile: 
Other juvenile: 
Juvenile (district judges) ................................... N/A 
Juvenile (associate judges and regular magistrates) .......... N/A 
Total ......................................................... N/A 

Total juvenile .................................................. N / A  

10,864 
12,868 
48,322 
72,054 

947 

19,398 

3,919 
901 

4,820 
24,218 

46,068h 

530 
46,598 

143,817 

15,073hj 

12,869 
61,438 
74,307 

9,350 

10,921 
20,271 

67,373 
(j) 

177,024 

108,612 
82,058 
190,670 

190,670 

2,798 

6,195 

6,195 

3,397 

10,804 
12,913 
46,261 
69,978 

824k 

17,136 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

17,136i 

41,898 

494 
42,392 

13O,33Oi 

14,5731 

13,005 
55,929 
68,934 

8,540k 

11,27Zk 
19,812 

55,366 
(1) 

158,685 

107,154 
79,940 
187,094 

187,094 

1,681k 
4,234k 
5,915k 

5,915k 

844 
708g 

13,094 
14,646 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

Y 
44,790 

59,436gi 

(j) 
12,479 

X 

2,4668 

1,2778 
3,7438 

(j) 
44,265 

73,0438 

12,2128 
12,0718 
24,2838 

24,2838 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... 129,826fi 517,706 481,615i 156,76281 

Triald 

Jury 
civil: 
Small claim3 ........ -- 
Estate .............. 2 
Other civil ......... 441 
Total ................ 443 

Criminal: 
Felony .............. 591 
Misdeueaoor ......... 275 
Ordinance violation . 31 
Total ................ 897 
Traf fie: 
Other traffic 
violation ......... 252 

Grand total ............ 1,592 

Non- ju ry  

12,660 
561 

5,006 
18,227 

1,021 
6,511 
4,074 
11,606 

15,168 
45,001 

Total 

12,660 
563 

18,670 

1,612 
6,786 
4,105 
12,503 

5,447 

Age of pending cases (12/31/78) 

Over 1 year Under 1 year 

Other civil ....... 18,075 26,715 
Regular criminal .. 3,179 9,377 

Time intervalh 

Under 1 year 1 to 3 years Over 3 years 
15,420 Age at disposition: 
46,593 Probate/ullls/intestate ..... 8,568 6,683 1,885 

(continued on next page) 
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Iowa District Court  ( con t inued)  

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  = This  c a s e  type  i s  handled by the  c o u r t  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

CJudge i n f o r m a t i o n :  
Data  i n c l u d e  cases handled by 92 d i s t r i c t  and 1 5  d i s t r i c t  a s s o c i a t e  judges,  1 5  r e g u l a r  f u l l - t i m e ,  9 s u b s t i t u t e  f u l l - t i m e ,  and 191 pa r t - t ime  

m a g i s t r a t e s .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OK compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  ca se  u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of i n fo rma t ions  o r  i nd ic tmen t s .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is  counted when the  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  ( c o n t e s t e d )  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i s  sworn. 

The d i s p a r i t y  between t h e s e  f i g u r e s  i s  due to  i n v e n t o r y  c o r r e c t i o n s .  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does not  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  

gChange i n  pending does no t  equa l  t he  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
. F i g u r e s  a r e  as repor t ed  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  
hF igure  was computed: 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l e d ,  d i s p o s e d ,  and end pending d a t a .  
T i m e  i n t e r v a l  d a t a  were e s t i m a t e d  from pe rcen tages  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

E s t a t e ,  t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and grand t o t a l  d i sposed  f i g u r e s  do not  i n c l u d e  guardianshipiconservatorshipitrusteeship cases. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  pending does not inc lude  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  o r  estate d a t a .  
Grand t o t a l  pending does n o t  i nc lude  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  o r  estate, o r  j u v e n i l e  d a t a .  

Sma l l  claim t o t a l  i n c l u d e s  c a s e s  handled by t h e  c l e r k .  The c a s e s  a r e  no t  l i s t e d  as f i l e d  OK pending i n  t h e  "by c l e r k "  ca t egory  because  t h e  

Regu la r  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  handled by t h e  d i s t r i c t  judges i n c l u d e  f e l o n i e s  and appea l s .  
Fe lony  pending is  t h e  t o t a l  f o r  a l l  r e g u l a r  c r i m i n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  ( f e l o n y ,  a p p e a l ,  i n d i c t a b l e  misdemeanor). 
Misdemeanor ( r e g u l a r  c r i m i n a l )  pending cases are inc luded  i n  t h e  f e l o n y  ( r e g u l a r  c r i m i n a l )  d a t a .  

E s t a t e ,  g u a r d i a n s h i p  and c o n s e r v a t o r s h i p ,  t r u s t e e s h i p ,  and r e g u l a r  c r i m i n a l  ( f e lony) '  cases a r e  handled by d i s t r i c t  judges only.  
Formal hea r ings  were h e l d  i n  299 of t h e  8,540 p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  c a s e s  d i sposed  by a s s o c i a t e  j udges  and r e g u l a r  m a g i s t r a t e s .  
Non ind ic t ab le  s ta te  and n o n i n d i c t a b l e  o rd inance  cases  a r e  handled by d i s t r i c t  a s s o c i a t e  j udges ,  r e g u l a r  f u l l - t i m e ,  s u b s t i t u t e  f u l l - t i m e ,  and 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t o t a l  c r i m i n a l  d a t a ,  t h e r e  were 195 s e a r c h  w a r r a n t s ,  218 s e i z e d  p rope r ty  h e a r i n g s ,  and 1 5  misce l l aneous  a c t i o n s  handled by 

i t ~ a t a  a r e  no t  complete:  

j h p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  

c a s e s  a r e  f i l e d  a s  r e g u l a r  c a s e s  and no t  as cases t o  be s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i sposed  by t h e  c l e r k .  

k A d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  

pa r t - t ime  m a g i s t r a t e s .  

d i s t r i c t  a s s o c i a t e  and r e g u l a r  f u l l - t i m e  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  and 664 sea rch  w a r r a n t s ,  164 s e i z e d  p r o p e r t y  h e a r i n g s ,  and 17 misce l l aneous  
a c t i o n s  handled by s u b s t i t u t e  f u l l - t i m e  and pa r t - t ime  m a g i s t r a t e s .  

J u v e n i l e  and o t h e r  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  c a s e s  d i sposed  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  number of cases c losed  by fo rma l  h e a r i n g .  

Source:  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Department ,  1978 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t ,  Iowa J u d i c i a r y  (Des Moines, Iowa: 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  
are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed ,where necessa ry .  
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KANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in 

Class A and  B felonies and sentences 
with a maximum of life. 

- Exclusive original jurisdiction in any 
suit i n  law o r  equity, and any 
controversy relating to  the  appor- 
t ionment of representation in the  
state legislature. 

where  a s ta tu te  of Kansas o r  of 
the  United States has been held 
unconstitutional. 

- Appellate jurisdiction by right of 
constitutional issues previously 
decided by the  Cour t  of Appeals. 

- Discretionary appellate jurisdiction 
over all decisions made by the  C o u r t  
of Auueals. 

- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in cases 

DISTRICT COURT (29) 
70 district, 6 4  associate district, and 
76 district magistrate judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General original jurisdiction in all civil 

matters unless provided by law. 
- General original jurisdiction in all 

criminal matters unless provided by 
law. 

- Juvenile jurisdiction. 
- Appeals by District Magistrate judge 

cases may be heard by District and 
Associate District judges. 

- Appeals from Municipal Cour t  and 
Administrative Agencies. 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
( S  384) 
M 356 judges 
Jurisdiction 
- City ordinance violations (less than  

one  year imprisonment) including 
traffic 

No iury trials 

C o u r t  
of last 
resort  

Intermediate 
appellate 

cour t  

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

c o u r t  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

.f Indicates route  of appeal. 
*Established January 10,1977 
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KANSAS SUPBEHE DOWT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1, 1977 to June 30,  1978 

End 
Disposed pending Filed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................... X 
Criminal ........................................................ 164f 
Appeal of adnlnistrative agency case: 

Total appeals ................................................... mf Workmen's compensation ........................................ X 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ............................................ X 
Mandamus ................................................. X 
Other writs .............................................. X 
Total ..................................................... X 

Total ....................................................... 7 

Petitions for review Court of Appeals decisions ............ N/A 

Disciplinary ............................................... X 

Requests to appeal: 

Total other cases ............................................. il 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
25 

N/Ai 
25l 

5 
10 
1 
16 
9 
25 

77 (14)e 21 
102 (14)e 28 

- 

Total cases ..................................................... 35Ei 156i (14)e 402 (14)e 224 

0 ther proceedings : 
Rehearing requests: 

Other matters: 
Motions for rehearing ........................................ 0 

Motions ...................................................... 0 

43 

950 

4 3k 

950 

0 

0 
- - - - 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 0 993 993 0 

By opinion: 
Affirmed .............. 
Reversed .............. 
Affirmed in part, 

revised in part ..... 
Dismissed ............. 
Voluntary dismissals .. 
Dismissals by court ... 

Granted ................. 
Denied .................. 
Public censure .......... 
Other ................... 

Without opinion: , 

Disposition of cases 

Appeals 

Civil Criminal Agency Total -- 

X 
X 

131 
21 

X 
X 

197 
50 

Original proceedings 
Original Request 

jurisdiction DiscipliMKy Total appeal 

Manner of disposition Time interval (average months) 
Appeals 

Civil Criminal Agency Total Civil and agency Criminal -- 
Docketing (filing of record on appeal) to readiness .......... 4.6 6 .O 

Signed opinion .. X 92 X 163 Readiness to decision ........................................ 9.1 5.2 
Per curiam ...... X 48 x 81 Docketing (filing of record on appeal) to decision ........... 13.7 11.2 
Memorandum ...... X 22 X 32 
Total ........... X 162 X 266 

Status of pending cases (6/30/78) Age of pending cases (months) 

Appeals Civil and agency Criminal Total 
Civil and agency Criminal Total Cases pending: 

Not ready for submission: 6 months or less .......... 15 48 63 
No briefs filed .......... 237 72 309 7 to 12 months ............ 10 40 50 
Appellant only ready ..... 80 31 111 13 months or more ......... 69 14 83 ..................... 94 102 196 Total 317 103 410 Total ...................... 

Ready for submission ....... 200 42 242 Average age 13.6 months 7.0 months 10.2 months ................ 
Submitted .................. 41 9 50 

(continued on next page) 
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Kansas Supreme Court  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  KCSP. 
Blank space  = Not enough i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  known. The ca t egory  may o r  may not  be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  ca se  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

eCases no t  i nc luded  i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double  coun t ing :  
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  review of Court of Appeals d e c i s i o n s  when g ran ted  are not  counted as d i sposed  cases  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  a p p e a l  i s  d i sposed ;  a 

new f i l i n g  i s  not counted f o r  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appea l .  These g ran ted  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  review a r e  t h e  numbers appea r ing  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s .  
fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  equa l  t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

iData a r e  no t  complete:  
Pending d a t a  were c o r r e c t e d  i n  t h e  1978 annua l  r e p o r t .  

No beginning pending or f i l e d  d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e q u e s t s  to a p p e a l  c a s e s .  These cases  a r e  not i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  c a s e s  beginning 
pending o r  f i l e d  c a t e g o r i e s .  

jExp lana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca t egory :  

kAddi t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  
Appeals f i l e d  i n c l u d e  10 c i v i l  and agency and 8 criminal a p p e a l s  t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  Court  of Appeals. 

O f  t he  4 3  motions f o r  r e h e a r i n g  d i sposed ,  one was g ran ted  and the  rest were den ied .  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Admin i s t r a t ion ,  Annual Report  on t h e  Cour t s  of Kansas ,  J u l y  1,  1977 th rough  June  30, 1978 (Topeka, Kansas: 
November, 1978) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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W S A S  COURT OF APPEALSa 
Intermediate Appellate Court 

7 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

E n d  
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ 29Zf 602 336 558 
Crimina1 ..................................................... 93f 190 129 154 
Total appeals ................................................. 385f 792 465 712 

- - 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Requests to appeal ........................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. - 

Total cases ..................................................... 385f 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Other matters: 
Motions for rehearing ........................................ 0 

Motions ...................................................... 0 __ 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 0 

Manner of disposition 

Civil Criminal Total 
-__.- 

Appeals terminated by opinion: 
Signed opinion ............... 190 99 289 
Per curiam ................... 12 4 16 
Total ......................... 202m io3m 305 

Time interval (months) 

Civil Criminal Total -___- 
Number of appeals terminated by 
age from readiness: 
Less than 7 months ......... 129 87 216 
7 to 9 months .............. 60 14 74 
10 to 12 months ............ 11 1 12 
13 or more months .......... 2 1 3 

7 92 

35 

2,157 

2,192 

Disposition of appeals 

Civil - 
By opinion: 
Affirmed ........................... 133 
Reversed ........................... 39 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part . 21 
Remanded ........................... 0 
Other .............................. 2 
Dismissed .......................... 7 

Voluntary dismissals ............... 88 
Dismissals by court ................ 26 
Transferred to Supreme Court ....... 10 
Other .............................. 10 

Without opinion: 

465 

3 5k 

2,157 

2,192 

- 

Criminal 

78 
21 
2 
1 
0 
1 

13 
5 
8 
0 

712 

0 

0 

0 

- 

Total - 

211 
60 
23 
1 
2 
8 

101 
31 
18 
10 

Age of pending cases (6/30/78) (months) Status of pending cases (6/30/78) 

Civil Criminal T S  -~ 
Cases pending from date docketed: 

6 months or less .............. 282 96 378 

Civil Criminal 
-_I 

Not ready for submission: 
No briefs filed .......... 237 72 

7 to 12 months ................ 213 47 260 Appellant only ready ..... 80 31 
13 months or more ............. 63 11 74 Total ..................... 317 103 

Total .......................... 558 154 712 Ready for submission ....... 200 42 
Average age (months) ............ 6.7 months 5.6 months 6.5 months Submitted .................. 41 9 

Total 

309 
111 
420 
242 
50 

- 

Time interval (average months) 

Civil Crimina1 - -  
Docketing to decision ............................. 9.9 9.4 
Docketing to readiness .......................... 4.2 5.0 
Readiness to decision ........................... 5.7 4.3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

fgeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

IrAdditional information: 

mInformation on type of disposition or trial data: 

The Court of Appeals was created as the intermediate appellate court of Kansas on January 10, 1977. 

As noted in the annual report, the figures reported here reflect adjustments made to the figures previously reported. 

All 35 of the rehearing requests were denied. 

Twenty-five of the total criminal opinions and fifty-eight of the civil opinions were memorandum opinions. 

Source: Office of the Judicial Administration, Annual Report on the Courts of Kansas, July 1, 1977 through June 30, 1978 (Topeka, Kansas: 
December 1978). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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KANSAS DISTRICT COURT 
Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

29 d i s t r i c t s :  70  d i s t r i c t ,  64 a s s o c i a t e  district, and 7 6  d i s t r i c t  m a g i s t r a t e  judges 
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1 9 7 8  

End 
pending 

Beginning P i l e d j  Disposed 
pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

T o r t :  
Chap te r  6 ~ j  ................................................. 
Auto t o r t :  

P r o f e s s i o n a l  tort: 

P r o d u c t  l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ...................................... 
O t h e r  t o r t :  

A u t o  n e g l i g e n c e  ........................................... 
Medica l  n e g l i g e n c e  ........................................ 

P r o p e r t y  damage ........................................... 
Other  t o r t  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ...................................................... 
T n t a l  ......................................................... 

C o n t r a c t  ...................................................... 
Small c l a i m s  .................................................. 

P e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  ........................................... 
Rea l  p r o p e r t y  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 

R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  
Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n :  

Suppor t  l c u s  tody  : 
Divorce ,  annulment ,  o r  s e p a r a t e  ma in tenance  ............... 
U . K . E . S . A .  inward ......................................... 
U . R . E . S . A .  outward ........................................ 

Tot31  ...................................................... 
Adopt iou  .................................................... 
O t h e r  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  .................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Estate: 
Prabate/uills/intestate: 

Guardianshiplconservatorship/trnsteeship: 
Decedents  e s t a t e s  ......................................... 
Guardianshiplconservatorship estates ...................... 
T r u s t s  .................................................... 

Total ...................................................... 
0 t h e r  es tafe : 

O e t e r a i n a t i o n  of d e s c e n t  .................................. 
Misce l l aneous  p r o b a t e  a c t i o n s  ............................. 

TntaL ...................................................... 
T o t a l  ........................................................ 

Mental  h e a l t h  t r ea tmenf  p roceed ings  ......................... 
Alcohol  t r e a t m e n t  p roceed ings  ............................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Appeal  ....................................................... 
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  w r i t :  

S p e c i a l  writs ............................................... 
O t h e r  c i v i l :  

O the r  r e g u l a r  c i v i l  ......................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Mental  h e a l t h :  

Cr imina ld  : 
Fe lony  ........................................................ 
Misdemeanor ................................................... 
Appeal  ........................................................ 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

QWI/DUI : 

O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
Dr iv ing  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  ................................... 
J u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  ............................................ 
Other t r a f f i c  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 

J u v e n i l e :  
Cr imina l - type  of f e m e  : 

S t a t u s  o f f ense :  
De l inquen t  .................................................. 
M i s c r e a n t  ................................................... 
Wayward o r  t r u a n t  ........................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Oependen t /neg lec t ed  ......................................... 
I n f o r m a l  j u v e n i l e  ........................................... 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 

Non-offense: 

O t h e r  j u v e n i l e :  

11,6351 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
N/A 

8 , 7 4 4 f i  

NIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
X 

X 

X - 
31 ,621fi  

3 , 9 2 6 f j  
3 , 9 9 3 f j  
(j) 

7,919': 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

29,345 

1 ,346  

145 
101  

403 
1 ,254  
1,657 
3,249 
6,546 

10,670 

422 
2,275 
2 ,697  

19,619 

1 ,783  
1 ,328  
3,111 
1,973 
1 ,270  

25,973 

6,225 

1 ,958  
384 

2,342 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A.  

8 , 5 6 7 l  

1 ,219 
710 

1 ,929  
1 4 4  

267 

2,689 

92,076i 

10 ,303  
14,193 

715 

25,211 

3 ,538  

3,116 
260,486 
263,602 

267,140 

3,982 

4 ,291  
2 ,365  
6,656 

1 ,899  

13,434 

25,971 

26,363 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
X 

22,7771 

5 ,085  

899 
179 

1 , 0 7 8  

2,055 
1,202 
3,257 
9,420 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 

X - 
72,8131 

10,232: 
14,819J 
0 
25,051 

X 

2,660 
X 
X 

252,688 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

N/A 

9,861' 

12,581g1 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
X 

9.967gi 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 

X - 
35,12981 

3,9971 

(j) 
4 , 0 8 2 j  

8 ,079 

N/A 

NJA 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 
~ 

39 ,  540fi 410,3981 360,4131 43,20881 

( c o n t i m e d  on nex t  page)  
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Kansas District Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Con tes t ed  t r ia ld  C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Xisdemeanofl  Total 
J u r y  Non-jurym Total P l e a s  of g u i l t y  ......................... 5,152 8,827 13,979 

C i v i l :  T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  ....................... 514 535 1,049 
Regu la r  civii j  ....... 292 3,333 3,625 Acqu i t t ed  ............................... 193 167 360 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s j  .. -- 4,022 4,022 Dismissedm .............................. 3,857 4,517 8 ,374  

T o t a l  ................. 292 7,355 7,647 Othe r  ................................... 516 773 1,289 

Felonym .............. 470 237 707 C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Misdemeanorm ......... 580 829 1,409 

- 

C r i d M l :  

T o t a l  ................. 1 ,050  1,066 2,116 Regular  Domestic 
T r a f f i c m  ............... 94 2,914 3 ,008  C i v i l J  r e l a t i o n s j  T o t a l  

P l e a s  of g u i l t y  .... 200,828 Uncontested ........ 4,291 12,365 16,656 
Bond f o r f e i t u r e  .... 38,974 T o t a l  c o n t e s t e d  .... 3,625 4,022 7,647 
Dismissed .......... 7,218 Othe r  .............. 530 574 1,104 

--- 
Grand t o t a l  ............. 1 ,436  11,335 12 ,771  T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  

Dismissa l s  ......... 5,807 5 ,816  11 ,623  

Age of  pending cases (6 /30 /78)  

6 months o r  less 6 t o  12  months 13 t o  18 months 19 t o  24 months Over 24 months 
C i v i l :  

Law: 
Regu la r  civii j  .............. 5,382 2,789 1,715 1 ,107  1,588 

Domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  j ........... 7,091 1 ,740  631 250 255 
T o t a l  .......................... 12,473 4,529 2,436 1 ,357  1 ,843  

Fe lony  ........................ 2,182 811 701 194 109 
Misdemeanor ................... 1 ,709  936 1 ,133  228 76 

T o t a l  .......................... 3,891 1,747 1 ,834  422 185 

C K h d M l :  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  = T h i s  c a s e  type is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  w e r e  not  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  
-- - Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  ca se  is  counted a t  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint .  Appeals  are f i l e d  i n  c a t e g o r i e s  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  case. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  compla in t s .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  j u r y  is  impaneled.  
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted i f  t h e  c a s e  is c o n t e s t e d  (an a t t o r n e y  appea r s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n ) .  

F i g u r e s  are as g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

J u v e n i l e  t o t a l  d i sposed  f i g u r e  does  no t  i nc lude  o t h e r  j u v e n i l e .  
D o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  pending and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  do n o t  i n c l u d e  a d o p t i o n  cases. 
T o t a l  estate, t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f i g u r e s  do not  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  estate cases. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  pending f i g u r e s  do no t  i n c l u d e  small claims, adop t ioo ,  men ta l  h e a l t h ,  OK estate cases. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  d i sposed  f i g u r e s  do no t  i n c l u d e  s m a l l  claims. adop t ion ,  o r  mental h e a l t h  cases. 
Grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do no t  i n c l u d e  small claims. adop t ion ,  mental h e a l t h ,  estate, t r a f f i c .  OK j u v e n i l e  cases. 

F i l i n g s  i n c l u d e  o r i g i n a l  a c t i o n s  and retrialslreinsratements. 
Chap te r  61 cases a r e  l i m i t e d  a c t i o n s  which i n c l u d e  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  of a u t o  t o r t ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  tort. p roduc t  l i a b i l i t y  tort, o t h e r  tort ,  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does n o t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

iData are n o t  complete:  

k x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

C o n t r a c t .  s m a l l  claims. r e a l  es ta te  and p e r s o n a l  p rope r ty  (real p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s ) .  t a x  appea l s  and workman's compensat ion ( a p p e a l  of ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case). and K.S.A. 60-1507 and habeas corpus ( e x t r a o r d i n a r y  mit). 

appea l .  and e x t r a o r d i n a r y  wit c a s e s .  

suppor t f cus tody ,  and o t h e r  domes t i c  relations cases, bu t  not  a d o p t i o n  c a s e s .  

c a s e  being appea led .  

Regu la r  c i v i l  cases f o r  t r i a l ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  age of pending,  and t i m e  i n t e r v a l  data i n c l u d e  tort. c o n t r a c t ,  real p rope r ty  r i g h t s ,  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  c a s e s  f o r  t r i a l ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  age of pending,  and t i m e  i n t e r v a l  d a t a  i n c l u d e  mar r i age  d i s s o l u t i o n ,  

F i g u r e s  f o r  d i sposed  and pending criminal a p p e a l  cases a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  f e l o n y  and misdemeanor c a t e g o r i e s ,  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  

l S p e c i a 1  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  
Pending d a t a  f o r  Chap te r  61  cases were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Dismissed criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  d i s m i s s a l s ,  o t h e r  uncon tes t ed  matters, and appeals from lower c o u r t s .  
T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  and t r ia l s  do no t  i n c l u d e  j u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  c a s e s .  
A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  change i n  t h e  t r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n ,  non-jury c a s e s  i n c l u d e  some c a s e s  which were merely "contested"--an answer was f i l e d ,  

Fe lony  and misdemeanor t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  i n c l u d e  appeal c a s e s  from t h e  lower c o u r t s .  
a l t h o u g h  no t r i a l  w a s  h e l d .  

Sources :  O f f i c e  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Annual Report  on t h e  Cour t s  of Kansas J u l y  1,  1977 th rough  June  30, 1978 (Topeka, Kansas:  
November 1978) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t s  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were 
s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

KANSAS WINICIPAL COURT 
Cour t  of  l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  
IV 384 c o u r t s ,  i v 3 5 6  j udges  

J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J a n u a r y  9. 1 9 7 8  

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Munic ipa l  Court  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1978. 
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Judgme 
Life iml 
or sente 

than  

KENTUCKY COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

IF death.  
onment 
greater 

rears. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 lustices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Direct appeals on  judgment of death,  

life imprisonment, o r  imprisonment 
for  over 20 years. 

- Motions to  transfer from Cour t  of 
.qppeals for causes of great and im- 
mediate importance. 

Atmeals decisions. 
- Discretionary review of C o u r t  of 

COURT OF APPEALS 
14 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a mat te r  of right on judg- 

- Review of administrative agency 
ments  of the Circuit C o u r t .  

decisions. 

I 

CIRCUIT COURT (56)  
87 judges 
Jurisdiction 
- All justiciable causes not vested in 

some o ther  cour t .  
- Civil actions over $500. 
- Original criminal. 
Appeals on  the record. 

Jury trials. 

A 

DISTRICT COURT (56)  
114 judges 

DISTRICT COURT 

'Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction in civil cases 

involving $1,500 o r  less. provided the 
case does not involve equity o r  title to  
real estate.  Uncontested probate 
matters within the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the District Cour t .  

-Exclusive jurisdiction in misdemeanor 
cases except where the charge is 
joined with a n  indictment for a felony. 
Ordinance violations and preliminary 
hearings. 

-Juvenile matters.  
-Authorized to adjudicate local 

administrative cases. 

Jury  Trials. 

SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION 

Jurisdiction: 
Small claims under $,lO@O 

C o u r t  
of last 
resort  

Intermediate 
appellate 

cour t  

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cour t  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route  of appeal. t 
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KEmm !wPnmE COURT 
C o u r t  of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
Direct appeals .............................................. X 
Motions for transfer granted ................................ X 
Motions for discretionary review granted .................... X 

Total appeals ................................................ X 

- 

X X X 
( 1l)e X X 
(123)e X X - 

X (134)e X X 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original plrisdiction: 
Original actions ........................................ 
Motions for injunctive relief ........................... 
Total .................................................... 
Motion for transfer ....................................... 
Motion for discretionary review ........................... 
Total ...................................................... 

Total other cases ............................................ 

Requests to appeal: 

X 
0 
X 

7 
143 
150 

1501 

- 

X 
6 
X 

14 
486 
500 

506i 

X 
6 
X 

6 ( 1l)e 
350 (123)e 
356 (134)e 

3621(134)e 

X 
0 
X 

4 
156 
160 

1601 

- 

Total cases .................................................... 214 771 (134)e 249 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Other matters: 
Petitions for rehearing ..................................... 12 58 60 10 

Motions Other than Rule 65.09 matters 17 44 48 13 
Intermediate appellate matters - 

....................... .............................. __ 

Total other proceedings ................ ......................... 29 102 108 23 

Manner of disposition 

Direct Appeals Requests 
and original actions to appeal Total 

0 227 Opinion ...................... 227 
Order ........................ 13 x 557 
Transfer to Court of Appeals.. x 3 13 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
' X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Motions for transfer and motions for discretionary review granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is 
not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

kxplanation of data included in the category: 
Total cases disposed include 13 cases transferred to the Court of Appeals. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Frankfort, Kentucky). 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report except that 



238 

KENTUCKY OOURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

14 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ....................................................... 892 1,189 1,340 741 
Criminal .................................................... 228 305 317 216 

Total appeals ................................................ 1,120 1,494 1,657 957 
__ - - 

0 t her cases : 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 
Original actions ........................................ 18f l  52 
Actions for injunctive reliefa .......................... If1 22 

Total ...................................................... 19fl 74 

Discretionary review ...................................... 2f 1 31 
Requests t o  appeal: 

Total other cases ............................................ 21 77 

571 
181 
751 

4 1  - 
79 

13 
5 
18 

1 
19 
- 

Total cases ................................................... 1,141 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 
Petitions for rehearing: 
Civil ..................................................... 96 
Criminal .................................................. 17 

Total ...................................................... 113 

Total other proceedings ........................................ 113 

__ 

Manner of disposition1 

Published 
opinion 

Appeals : 
Civil ...................... 241 
Criminal ................... 55 

Total ....................... 296 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction ...... 0 

Requests to appeal ........... 0 
Total cases ................... 296 

Non-published 
opinion Order 

805 267 
188 79 
993 346 

1 58 
0 3 

994 407 

1,571 1,736 976 

29 7 309 
45 49 
342 358 

342 358 

Disposition of cases 

Appeals 

Civil Cripinal Total --- 
Published opinion: 
Affirmed ................. 
Affirmed in part and 
reversed in part ........ 
Reversed ................. 
Reversed and remanded .... 
Remanded ................. 
Affirmed ................. 
Affirmed in part and 
reversed in part ........ 

Reversed ................. 
Reversed and remanded .... 
Remanded ................. 
Dismissed ................ 
Granted .................. 

Nonpublished opinion: 

Order: 

128 

28 
55 
29 

0 

529 

69 
145 
60 
8 

268 -- 

28 

3 
22 
1 
1 

136 

13 
17 
9 
8 

79 -- 

156 

31 
77 
30 
1 

665 

82 
162 
69 
16 

347 -- 

84 
13 
97 

97 

O r i g i n a l  &quests 
juris- t o  
diction appeal 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- = Not applicable. 

aCaurt jurisdiction: 

fgeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

ISpecial source o r  revision in the data: 

The court obtained jurisdiction for "actions for injunctive relief" on February 1, 1977 from the Supreme Court. 

Figures are given as corrected by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

These caseload inventory data were corrected by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 
Manner of disposition and disposition of cases data were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

The 1,290 opinions disposed 1,330 cases. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and corrections were supplied by the clerk of the court and the administrative 
office of the courts during data verification. 
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ifJml!ucI(p CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

56 districts. 87 judges 
January 1. 1978 to December 31. 1978 

- 3  

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Lau: 

Domestic relations: 
Civil suit ................................................... 
Adoption: 

Other domestic relations: 
Adoption and termination of parental rights ................ 
Domestic relationsJ ........................................ 

Total ......................................................... 
Meotal hea1th.i ................................................. 
Appeal: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Workmen's compensation ..................................... 
Probate challenges1 ........................................ 
Civil appeal ............................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total .......................................................... 
Other civiij ................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminal+ 
Pelony/misdemeanor: 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Appeal ......................................................... 
Total criminal .................................................. 

N/A 15,408 16,0361 N/A 

2,2121 

28.172 
30,3841 
3,0391 

757 

107 
225l 
332l 

1,089l 
5,925 

54,845 

- 

9.7361 
396l 

10,132 

2,2761 

24,0281 
26,3041 
2,9841 

5731 

2101 
2901 

5001 
1,0731 
5,0111 - 
51,408 

9,1311 
309l 

9,440 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 64,977 60,848 NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition OK unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants. 

Domestic relations cases include contested and uncontested divorces, separations, annulments, and certain post-divorce hearings for 

Mental health cases include both involuntary hospitalization and competency hearings. 
Probate challenge cases are primarily will contests and exceptions to probate settlements of the District Court. 
Other ddl cases include tax, zoning, and other administrative board appeals; state-initiated fiscal suits from the Department of 
Revenue, Unemployment Compensation Board, etc; Uniform Reciprocal Support Act cases; cases involving only injunctive relief; and 
other cases not specifically categorized elsewhere on the profile. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

modifications in support, custody, visitation rights, etc. 

lSpecia1 source or revision in the data: 
Most filing figures were revised and all disposed figures were supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data verificarion. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and Corrections and additional data were supplied by the administrative office of the courts 
during data verification. 
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KENTUCKY DISTRICT OJIJRTal 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

56 d i s t r i c t s ,  114 judges 
January 2 ,  1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

- - 
End 

pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning3 
pending 

Civi l*:  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 1 ,575  
S m a l l  claims ................................................... 15  
E s t a t e :  

48,808 
27,585 

32,740 
19 ,022  

17 ,643h 
8 ,578h  

O t h e r  estate: 
P r o b a t e J  ................................................... 8 ,104  34,756 15,909 26,951h - - 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 9,694 111,149 67,671 53,17Zh 

Criminald: .................................................... Misdemeanor N/A 171,769 146,215 N / A  
P r e l i m i n a r y  hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... N/A 21,959 18 ,655  N/A - 
.................................................. T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  N/A 193,728 164,870 N / A  

T r a f  f icd : ____ __ 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A 241,121 209,237 N/A 

.................................................. T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  N / A  34,114 26,129 N / A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 9 ,6941  580,112 467,907 53,17Zhi  

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A p T h i s  c a s e  type  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
The Kentucky Distr ic t  Cour t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  under  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Article adopted i n  November 1975 by c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment. The D i s t r i c t  

Cour t  became e f f e c t i v e  on J a n u a r y  2 ,  1978 ,  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  former c o u r t s  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n - - t h e  County Cour t ,  Q u a r t e r l y  Cour t ,  P o l i c e  
Cour t ,  and M a g i s t r a t e  Court .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  c o m p l a i n t .  
The c r i m i n a l ,  t r a f f i c ,  and j u v e n i l e  c a s e  u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of de fendan t s .  

End pending f i g u r e s  were computed from beg innn ing  pending,  f i l e d ,  and d i sposed  d a t a  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Grand t o t a l  pending d a t a  do n o t  i n c l u d e  any c r i m i n a l ,  t r a f f i c .  o r  j u v e n i l e  d a t a .  

Cases  l i s t e d  a s  "beg inn ing  pending" f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  a r e  t h o s e  cases which were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Distr ic t  Court  upon i t s  i n c e p t i o n  

The p roba te  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  name changes ,  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  f i d u c i a r y  appo in tmen t s  ( g u a r d i a n s h i p s ,  commit tee  f i d u c i a r i e s  f o r  

JuvenPle cases i n c l u d e  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  s t a t u s ,  dependency,  n e g l e c t ,  needy, and abuse  cases, a s  w e l l  as p a t e r n i t y  a c t i o n s  and a d u l t  v i o l a t i o n s  of 

h F i g u r e  was computed: 

bats a r e  n o t  complete:  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  

from t h e  o l d  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  

i ncompe ten t s ,  c o n s e r v a t o r s h i p s ,  e t c . ) ,  as w e l l  as estate cases. 

KRS 530.060-.070 ( endange r ing  t h e  w e l f a r e  of OK un lawfu l  t r a n s a c t i o n  w i t h  a minor ) .  
l S p e c i a 1  s o u r c e  OK r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

A l l  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c o u r t  were r e v i s e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source :  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  Annual Repor t ,  1978 ( F r a n k f o r t ,  Kentucky) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f rom t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y ,  and r e v i s i o n s  were made t o  a l l  d a t a  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  d u r i n g  d a t a  
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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bate, civil rights, and receivorship 
jurisdiction. 

- Original criminal jurisdiction. 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 
Appeals d e  novo and on record. 
Jury trials. - 

CI 

~~ 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals in criminal cases with fines 

greater than  $500, sentencegreater 
than 6 months,  civil cases, and consti- 
tutionality of ordinance or statute.  

LOUISIANA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

; 

rial 

Civil, t 
Juvenile 

COURT 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Adoption, non- 
support ,  desertion, 
separation, divorce. 

-Adult crimes against 
juveniles not punish- 
able by death o r  hard 
labor. 

-Neglect, delinquency. 

MAYORS COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Mutiicipal ordinance violations. 

No jury trials 

COURTS OF APPEAL (4) 
27 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil appeals only. Appeals from Family 

Court ,  Juvenile Cour t .  

Indicates route of appeal t 

JUVENILE 
COURT(3) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-In Caddo, Jefferson, 
and Orleans Parishes. 

-Desertion, non- 
support, adoption. 

-Adult crimes against 
juvenile not punish- 
able by death or  hard 
labor. 

-Neglect, delinquency. 

Civil 
thai 

greater 
1 $100. 

I 

Fine greater t 
than $500. 
Sentence 

greater than 
6 m  hs 

PARISH COURT 
OF JEFFERSON 
PARISH ( 2 )  
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under 
$1.000. 

-Criminal not punish- 
able by hard labor. 

No jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE 
COURT (461) 
461 justices of the 
peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under 
$300. 

-Committing magis- 
trate in non-capital 
cases. 

No jury trials 

CITY COURT ( 1  

58 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil varies from les! 
than  $100 to  less thi  
$2,000. 

-Criminal not punish 
able by hard labor. 
Preliminary hearing 

-Juvenile if no juvenil 
or family court .  

No jury trials. 

TRAFFIC COURT OF I I  NEW ORLEANS 
MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations except 

No jury trials. 

traffic. 

4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance, traffic violations. 

No jury trials. 

Cour t  
of last 
resort  1 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  1 
Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 1 
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LOUISIANA SUPWKE COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
J a n u a r y  1. 1978  t o  December 31, 1978  

End 
p e n d i n g  F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

Cases :  
Appeals: 

A p p e a l s j  ..................................................... 
w r i t s  g r a n t e d  ................................................ 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 
Other  c a s e s :  

O r i g i a a l  proceedings:  
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

D i s c i p l i n a r y :  
O the r  m a t t e r s  ............................................ 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  p e t i t i o n s j  ......................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Writs ...................................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  ............................................. 
Requests  t o  appea l :  

563 559 N / A  
(472)e  408 N/A 

563 (472)e  967 NIA 

11 49 N I A  

18 
29 

1,813 
1,842 

7 j  
56 

1,622 (472)e 
1,678 (472)e  

N / A  
NIA 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... N/A 

Othe r  proceedings:  
Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. N / A  

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... N/A 

___ 

2,405 (472)e  2,645 (472)e  NIA 

249 246 2 
249 246 N/A 

Elanner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Appeals  O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  M s e i p l i n a r y  Bequests  t o  a p p e a l  T o t a l  cases Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............. W r i t t e n  opinion. .  422 3 7 432 8 -_ 
P e r  cur iam wi thou t  o p i n i o n  ... 285 
With o rde r s  .................. 260 
Dismissed .................... 15 
Granted ...................... 
Denied -- 
Not cons ide red  __ 

-- ....................... ............... 

46 
0 
0 _- 

_- 
0 

-- __ 
22 

472 
1,299 

4 1  

331 
260 

37 
472 

1,299 
41 

0 
0 
0 

19 
227 

0 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  = Not enough i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  known. The c a s e  c a t e g o r y  may o r  may no t  be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
N/A - This  case type  is  handled by the  c o u r t ,  but  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

eCases not i nc luded  i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid doub le  coun t ing :  
A writ  g ran ted  is  n o t  counted a s  d i sposed  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  a p p e a l  is  d i sposed ;  a f i l i n g  i s  n o t  counted f o r  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appea l .  These 

g ran ted  w r i t s  are the  numbers appea r ing  i n  pa ren theses  i n  t h e  p r o f i l e .  
jExp lana t ion  of  d a t a  inc luded  i n  the  ca t egory :  

Appeals  f i l e d  i n c l u d e  a few habeas corpus o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases. 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  p e t i t i o n s  under  d i s c i p l i n a r y  i n c l u d e  some n o n d i s c i p l i n a r y  bar m a t t e r s  as w e l l  as d i s c i p l i n a r y  cases. 

Source:  J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  J u d i c i a l  Counc i l  Annual Report  w i t h  1978 S t a t i s t i c s  and R e l a t e d  Data  (New Or leans ,  Lou i s i ana ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are 
from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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LOUISUNA OOURTS OF 

Intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t  
4 circuits. 27C judges 

January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ X 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. X 

- 

Other cases:  
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  
Writs .................................................... X 

Tota l  other cases ............................................. X 
Bequests to  appeal ........................................... - 

2,042 
2,042 

344 

344 
- 

2,068h 
2,068” 

X 
X 
- 

3101 X 

X 3101 - 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 909h 2,386 2,3781 9171 

Other proceedings: ............................................. Rehearing requests - N/A N/A .- 712 N/A 
......................................... Total other proceedings N l A  N/A 712 N / A  

Manner of d i spos i t i on  Disposit ion of cases S ta tus  of pending c a s e d  (12/31/78) 

Judgments rendered ............. 1,930 
Cases dismissed ................ 138 

To be argued 757 
jurisdiction Argued but not decided ........ 160 

Original .................. 

Granted .......... 71 
Ref used ........... 239 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may or  may not be handled by the cour t .  
N f A  =, This case type is  handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  
X - The da ta  f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be included i n  the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

aCourt j u r i sd i c t ion :  
The cour t  hears c i v i l  appeals only. 

CJudge information: 
Two r e t i r e d  judges were a l so  assigned to  hear cases in the F i r s t  Ci rcu i t  of the Courts of Appeal. 

hFigure was computed: 
The w r i t s  disposed f igu re  was computed by adding writs refused and w r i t s  granted. 
Beginning pending f igure  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i spos i t i on ,  and end pending data.  
The appeals disposed f igu re  was computed by adding together cases dismissed and judgments rendered. 

Disposit ion,  end pending, and s t a t u s  of pending cases data were corrected by the adminis t ra t ive  o f f i ce  of the courts during da ta  
ISpec ia l  source or rev is ion  i n  the data:  

ve r i f i ca t ion .  

Source: Jud ic i a l  Administrator,  Jud ic i a l  Council Annual Report with 1978 S t a t i s t i c s  and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
from the annual report  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and cor rec t ions  were made by the o f f i ce  of the J u d i c i a l  
Administration during data ve r i f i ca t ion .  
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LOUISIANA DISTlUCT WJRT 
Court of general  j u r i sd i c t ion  

40 d i s t r i c t s ,  133 judges, 7 comnissioners. and 1 magis t ra te  
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
peuding p pending Fi led  Disposed 

c h i l d :  __ ___ - 

Total c i v i l  .................................................... N/A 141,000 N f A  N / A  

Crimioald: - - - 

................................................. Total c r imina l  N / A  229,541 N f A  N/A 

..................................................... Grand t o t a l  NfA 370,541 N / A  N/A 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is  handled by the cour t ,  but the da ta  a re  unavailable.  

&Case de f in i t i on  or  un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or  complaint. 
The criminal case u n i t  of count is the number of defendants on the information o r  indictment.  

Source: Jud ic i a l  Administrator, J u d i c i a l  Council Annual Report with 19'18 S t a t i s t i c s  and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 
from the annual repor t  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  

LOUISLANA FAHILY COURT AUD JUVENILE UJWT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

1 cour t ,  3 judges; 3 cour t s ,  8 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  Decmber 31, 1978 

End 
Disposed pending Fi led  Beginning 

pending 

Juvenile:  - - - 
Tota l  juvenile ................................................. N/A 28,240 N/A N / A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... N / A  28,240 N f  A N / A  

Boldfece headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the NCSP. 
NIA - This case type is handled by the  cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  

Source: Jud ic i a l  Administrator,  J u d i c i a l  Council Annual Report with 1978 S t a t i s t i c s  and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
from the annual repor t  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



LOUISIANA CITY DDWi AND PARISH oDWTi, AWD UUUICIPAL OOBT AND TBdppIC DDWT OF Ngy OBLEBNS 
Court Of United jurisdiction 

49 courts. 58 judges; 2 courts, 3 judges; 1 court, 4 judges ; 1 court. 4 judges 
January 1 .  1978 to December 31, 1978 

___I__ A 
End 

pending Filedi Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Civil& 
Law: ........................................................ Civil - N/A 61.5751 39, 163i N/A 

..................................................... Total civil N/A 61,57Si 39, 163i NIA 

C K h h d d :  
Hisdeneanor: 
State misdemeanor ............................................ NfA 

Ordinance violation ............................................ NfA 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A 

- 
28,6741 
90,190i 

118,864i 

25,6983 
7 1,284l 

96,9821 

Traffic : 
Other traff ic  violation: 
State cases .................................................. NIA 78,341! 71 ,147i 
Ordinance cases .............................................. N/A 299,1021 247,777: 
Juvenile traffic-city ........................................ NfA 6,456i 4,056l 
Juvenile traffic-state ....................................... NIA 1,202i 1, 107i 
Total ......................................................... N/A 324,0871 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 385,1Oli 324,0871 

385, 10li - 

Juvenilej : 
Criminal-type offense: 

Nm-of f ense : 

Other juvenile: 

Delinquency .................................................. NfA 4,4461 3,780i 

Neglect ...................................................... NJA 3951 359i 

Special proceedings .......................................... NIA 2801 261i 

Total juvenile .................................................. N/A 5,121i 4,400i 

- 

N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

...................................................... Grand total N/A 57O,66li 464,632i N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NfA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with.the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

hats are not complete: 
Data were not available for Houma and Plaquemines. Filings for the following courts are estimates based on nine months data: Jefferson 
Second Parish Court, Slidell, and Winnfield. Marksville and Pineville reports were estimated based on eight months data. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Juvenile traffic filings are included in the juvenile total filings. 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1978 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have k e n  computed where necessary. 

LOUISIANA JUSTICE OP TEE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

461 courts, 461 justices of the peace 
January 1. 1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for 1978. 

LOUISIANA M Y O R ' S  OOWT 
Court of Limited jurisdiction 

January 1. 1978 to  December 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Mayor's'Court for 1978. 
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MAINE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME JUDICIAL 
COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity con- 

- Hears  final appeals f rom lower courts 
cur ren t  with Superior Cour t .  

and appellate review of criminal 
sentencing. 

I 

SUPERIOR COURT (16) 
14 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil. 

Equity matters relating to  estates.  
- Original jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Juveniles bound over for grand jury. 
Criminal appeals a re  de  novo. 

Jury  trials. 

. 
DISTRICT COURT (33) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $20,000. divorce, 

annulment,  separatlon, quiet title, 
small claims. 

- Non-felony criminal cases and o r -  
dinance violations. Felony probable 
cause hearings. 

-Juvenile.  

No jury trials. I 

PROBATE COURT (16) 
16 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Wills, testamentary or  administratio] 

sett lement of estates.  Guardianship. 
Adoptions, change of name, and 
actions for separation. 

- 
ADMINISTRATIVE COURT 
1 judge, 1 associate judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- All cases involving an agency’s inten- 

tion t o  suspend, revoke, or  refuse a 
license. 

C o u r t  
of last 
resort  

C o u r t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Jndicates route  of appeal t 
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7 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 2 pending 

Cases: 
Appeals  : 

C i v i l :  ............................................... X New a p p e a l s  236 X X ................................................... X X Repor t s  4 X 
T o t a l  205 240 258 187 

New a p p e a l s  ............................................... X 121  X X 
I n t e r l o c u t o r y  a p p e a l s  4 x X 

70 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  369 365 477 257 

...................................................... 
Cr imina l  : 

..................................... X ...................................................... ................................................ - - - - T o t a l  164 125 219 

Other  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  

Advisory opinione: 

Sen tence  r ev iew only: 
................................ Solemn occas ion  op in ions  0 2 2 0 

......................... ............................................ Appeals  in t h e  a p p e l l a t e  d i v i s i o n  - 42 - 55 - 59 3LIk 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases 42 57 61  38 

.................................................... T o t a l  cases 411 422 538 29 5 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Civil C r i m i n a l  T o t a l  - ~ -  

W r i t t e n  op in ion  ................ 192 139 331 
P e r  cur iam and memorandum 

op in ions  ..................... 26 22 48 
Solemn occas ion  op in ions  ....... 2 0 2 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l 8  
- ~ -  Civil C r i m i n a l  T o t a l  

..... S u s t a i n e d  ( r e v e r s e d )  81 20 101 
Denied ( a f f i rmed)  ........ 120 135 255 
Remanded ................. 4 2  6 
Dismissed by op in ion  ..... 13 4 17 

16 22 38 Dismissed by Court  
Dismissed by s t i p u l a t i o n  . 42 0 42 
Withdrawn ................ 18 0 18 

....... 

S t a t u s  of pending cases (appea l s ) (12 /31 /78)  D i s p o s i t i o n  of s e n t e n c e  reviev cases 

Not y e t  a t  i s s u e  ..................... 156 
A t  i s s u e  awa i t ing  o r a l  argument ...... 36 
O r a l l y  argued a w a i t i n g  op in ion  ....... 65 

Sentence unchanged ............... 56 
Sen tence  reduced ................. 3 
Sentence i n c r e a s e d  ............... 0 

- 
Bold face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  

kAdd i t iona l  i n f o r m a t i o n :  
Twenty-one of t he  s e n t e n c e  r ev iew d y  cases pending a t  t h e  end of t h e  yea r  are pending because a r e l a t e d  a p p e a l  is pending in t h e  c c u r t .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  Annual Report  1978 (Auburn, Maine: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a n  the annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  that 
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n s  have been made du r ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c c u r t .  
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MAINE SUPERIOR OJURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

16 counties, 14 judges 
January 1. 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Law: 

Tort: 
Other civil .................................................. 
Damages ...................................................... 
Personal injury .............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Contract ....................................................... 
Domestic relations: 
Harriage disaolution: 

Supportlcustody: 
Divorce .................................................... 
URESA ...................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Infraction appeal .......................................... 
Other appeal ............................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Habeas corpus ................................................ 
Habitual offender 

Extraordimry vrits: 

Other civil: ............................................ - 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

N/A 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X - 
Total civil ..................................................... 8,293fi 

Crilinald: 
Felony: 
Classes A, B, and C .......................................... 

Elisdemeanor: 
Classes D and E .............................................. 730f 

Other criminalJ ................................................ 342f 

Total criminal .................................................. 1,900f 
- 

Traffic : 
Other traffic violation: 
Title 293 ................................................... 400f 

Total traffic ................................................... 400f 

- 

2,008 

942 
861 

1,803 
1,318 

539 

1,499 
2,038 

33 
179 
212 

76 

568 

8,023 

- 

2,790 

1,979 
675 

5 * 444 

2,216 

2,216 

1,919 

740 
857 

1,597 
1,061 

522 

1,045 
1,567 

24 
236 
260 

64 

388 

6,856 

__ 

2,616 

2,082 
651 - 

5,349 

- 2,009 

2,009 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

N/A 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X - 
9,0068i 

1,002 

627 
366 

1,995 

607 

607 

- 

....................................................... 11.608gi Grand total 10,593fi 15,683 14,214 

- Trialdi Civil dispositions 

Jury Non-jury Total Default judgments ............. 307 
Civil. .................... 163 314 477 Dismissed by plaintiff, 
Criminal and traffic ...... 5071 2341 7411 settlements, and stipulated 
Grand total ................ 670 548 1,218 judgments (Rule 41(a)) ...... 2,641 

Dismissed by Court (Rule 41(b)) 996 
Summary judgment .............. 124 
Final order ................... 1,572 
Divorce decree ................ 356 
Appeal sustained .............. 19 
Appeal denied ................. 91 
Writ denied ................... 26 
Writ granted .................. 10 
Court finding ................. 190 
Direct verdict ................ 3 
Multiple judgments ............ 15’ 
Other ......................... 390 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Jury trial: 
Convicted .......................... 
Acquitted .......................... 

Non-jury trial: 
Convicted .......................... 
Acquitted .......................... 

Guilty plea .......................... 
Mistrial ............................. 
Dismissed by COUKt ................... 
Dismissed by District Attorney 
(Rule 48(a)) ....................... 

District Court bail reversed ......... 
District Court bail affirmed ......... 
Juvenile appeal denied ............... 
Juvenile appeal sustained ............ 
Juvenile appeal, new sentence ........ 
Probation revoked .................... 
Filed case ........................... 
Other ................................ 

337 
156 

194 
65 

3,472 
44 
192 

2,219 
128 
75 
35 
19 
1 
29 
150 
198 

(continued on next page) 



249 

Maine S u p e r i o r  Court  ( con t inued)  

Time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  (days )  
0 t o  60 61  t o  120 121 t o  180 181 t o  240 o v e r  240 

C i v i l :  da s days days days days 

P r e t r i a l  con fe rence  t o  iu rv  t r i a l  . . . . . .. 46 62 45 23 50 
P r e t r i a l  memo t o  p r e t r i a l  con fe rence  ....+ 407 151 47 91 

- .  
P r e t r i a l  con fe rence  t o  jury-waived tr ial  13  27 32 18 68 

0 t o  30 31 t o  60 61  t o  90 91  t o  120 o v e r  120 
days  days days days days -- Criminal :  

F i l i n g  t o  f i r s t  appea rance  .............. 2 ,240  109 60 61 139 
F i r s t  appea rance  t o  g u i l t y  p l e a  ......... 765 233 154 145 272 
F i r s t  appea rance  t o  j u r y  t r i a l  .......... 23 30 34 39 105 
F i r s t  appea rance  t o  jury-waived t r i a l  ... 9 6 3 10  29 
A l l  f i r s t  appea rances  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  .... 935 388 282 251 753 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  o r  compla in t .  
A t r i a l  is counted by t h e  s ta te  when i t  h a s  o f f i c i a l l y  begun. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  
F i g u r e s  a r e  a s  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

EChange i n  pending does no t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
F i g u r e s  are as g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

fDa ta  are n o t  complete:  
Pending d a t a  f o r  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  of domes t i c  relations, t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and f o r  grand t o t a l  c a a e s  do n o t  i n c l u d e  data f o r  a u p p o r t l c u s t o d y  cases .  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  
O t h e r  criminal i n c o r p o r a t e s  cases which f a l l  o u t s i d e  T i t l e  17A and T i t l e  12.  It i n c l u d e s  i n l a n d  f i s h e r i e s  v i o l a t i o n s ,  w i l d l i f e  v i o l a t i o n s ,  

and mun ic ipa l  o r d i n a n c e  violations. 
T i t l e  29 cases are O U I  ( o p e r a t i n g  under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e )  cases and o t h e r  t r a f f i c  o f f e n s e s .  

F i g u r e s  as noted were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t a  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

C i v i l  t r i a l  d a t a  do no t  i n c l u d e  URESA cases. 

l S p e c i a 1  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

mInfo rma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  on t r ia l  d a t a :  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  Annual Report  1978 (Auburn, Maine: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n s  and c o r r e c t i o n s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  
d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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MAINE DISTRICT COURTbi 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

J a n u a r y  1, 1978  t o  December 31, 1 9 7 8  
33 c o u r t s ,  20 Judges 

End 
Disposedbi pendingk i? F i l e d b  Beg inn in  

pend ing  

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Money judgments .............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
S m a l l  c l a i m s  ................................................... 
Domest ic  r e l a t i o n s :  

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o u :  

Suppor t  / c u s  t o d y  : 
Divorce  .................................................... 
R e c i p r o c a l  ................................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Menta l  h e a l t h  .................................................. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
C r i m i n a l d  : 

FelOQy: 

Uisdemeanor: 
C l a s s e s  A ,  B,  and C .......................................... 
C l a s s e s  D and E .............................................. 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
T r a f f i c  c r i m i n a l  ............................................. 
C i v i l  v i o l a t i o n s  and t r a f f i c  i n f r a c t i o n s  ..................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juvenile : 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

W d i  
C i v i l :  
Law ...................... 
S m a l l  claims ............. 
Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  ..... 
Nental h e a l t h  ............ 

T o t a l  ..................... 
Fe lony  ................... 
Misdemeanor .............. 

T o t a l  ..................... 
T r a f f i c  .................... 
Juvenile ................... 

Grand T o t a l  ................. 

C r i m i n a l :  

1 ,079  
746 

1 ,105  
217 

3,149 

17 6 
1 ,210  
1 ,386  
2,421 

871 
7,827 

N / A  
N / A  

N / A  
N / A  

N / A  

N / A  
N / A  
N / A  

N / A  

- 

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N / A  
N / A  

N/A 
N / A  

12,189i  
5,56Zi 

17,751: 
14,3501 

7 ,486i 

13i 

6461 

40,246i 

7 ,4991 

X 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

5,350 

4 , 5 5 5 i  
2 ,  561i 
7,116i 
6,693i 

3,417i 

N/A 
3 ,417i  

3 7 9  

17 ,6Oli 

1 ,4241  

12,654i  

14,O7Bi 

24,303f  
5 3 , 6 4 1 l  
77 ,944 i  

77 ,944 i  

- 
1 ,907 i  

N / A  
N / A  
N/A 
N / A  

N / A  

N / A  
N / A  

N/A 
N / A  

N / A  

N/A 
N / A  

N / A  

Time i n t e r v a l i  ( a v e r a g e  d a y s )  

Time from r e q u e s t  f o r  t r ial  t o  t r i a l :  
C i v i l :  
LaU: 

C i v i l  ........................... 
Money judgments ................. 

spa11 c l a i m s  ...................... 
Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  .............. 
Mental h e a l t h  ..................... 
Fe lony  ............................ 
Misdemeanor ....................... 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

C K h i d  : 

T r a f f i c :  

T r a f f i c  c r i m i n a l  ................ 
C i v i l  v i o l a t i o n s  and t r a f f i c  

i n f r a c t i o n s  .................... 
J u v e n i l e  ............................ 

71 
69 
45 
77 
23 

40 
45 

4 5  

39 
44 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  case t y p e  is  hand led  by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  t y p e  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by Ca tegory .  

!'particular c o u r t  OK r e p o r t i n g  sys t em i n f o r m a t i o n :  
A new s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t i n g  system was implemented i n  t h e  Dist r ic t  Court  d u r i n g  1978. F i l i n g  f i g u r e s  are g i v e n  f o r  t h e  comple t e  

twelve-month p e r i o d .  D i s p o s i t i o n ,  t r i a l ,  and t i m e  i n t e r v a l  d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  six-month p e r i o d  from J u l y  1, 1978 t o  December 31 ,  
1978  on ly .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  O K  u n i t  of c o u n t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  OK c o m p l a i n t s .  

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  imp lemen ta t ion  of t h e  new r e p o r t i n g  system, d i s p o s i t i o n ,  t r i a l ,  and time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  second h a l f  

The c o u r t s  l o c a t e d  i n  Kent and Van Buren C o u n t i e s  r e p o r t e d  f i l i n g  d a t a  f o r  criminal, t r a f f i c ,  and j u v e n i l e  c a s e s  on ly .  D i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  

Only Calais, B e l f a s t ,  L i n c o l n ,  Rockland,  and Wiscasse t  r e p o r t e d  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  s u p p o r t l c u s t o d y  c a s e s  f i l e d .  
Only Augusta ,  Bangor, and P o r t l a n d  r e p o r t e d  mental h e a l t h  c a s e s  f i l e d .  D i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  were comple t e  f o r  t h e  s ix-month 

iData a r e  not  complete:  

of t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  on ly .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  no d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  s u p p o r t l c u s t o d y  cases. 

from t h e s e  c o u r t s  were comple t e  f o r  t h e  six-month t ime p e r i o d .  

p e r i o d .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  Annual Repor t  1978 (Auburn, Maine: 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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MAINE ADMINISTBATIVB OOWTb 
C o u r t  of l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 judge,  1 associate judge 
J u l y  1, 1978  to  December 30, 1978 - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposedk 

Beginning 
pending 

C i v i l d :  
Appeal: 

Appeal  of a d d n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
Bureau of l i q u o r  enforcement  ............................... 
Department of S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  ........................... 
Bureau of Maine S t a t e  P o l i c e  ............................... 
Department of Human S e r v i c e s  ............................... 
R e a l  E s t a t e  Commission ..................................... 
Maine Department of Bus iness  Regu la t ion  .................... 
Harness  Racing Commission .................................. 
Board of  Den ta l  Examiners .................................. 
Board of Commissioners f o r  P r o f e s s i o n  of Pharmacy ......... 
Appeal f rom Bureau of A lcoho l i c  Beverages .................. 
S t a t e  Board of L i c e n s u r e  of Medical  F a c i l i t i e s  

o t h e r  t h a n  B o s p i t a l s  ..................................... 
Appeal from d e c i s i o n  of Harness  Racing Commission .......... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

191 
41 
18 
8 
3 
1 
1 
1 
0 
1 

1 
1 

261 

267 

220 
34 
8 
9 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

278 

278 

- 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N/A 267 278 N/A 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  or r e p o r t i n g  system in fo rma t ion :  
On J u l y  1, 1978 the  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Court expanded and it  jo ined  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Department. F i l i n g  and d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  a r e  

on ly  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  s i x  month p e r i o d  between i t s  j o i n i n g  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Department and t h e  end of c a l e n d a r  yea r  1978. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  

A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a compla in t .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  Annual Report  1978 (Auburn, Maine: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

MAINE PROBATE OOWT 
C o u r t  of l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

. 16 courts, 16 judges  
January 1. 1978  t o  December 31. 1978 

There  were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  P r o b a t e  Court  f o r  1978. 
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MARYLAND COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Certiorari review of Cour t  of Special 

Appeals. 
- Uniform Certification of Questions 

of Law Act 

Certiorari 
of District 

Cour t  appeals. 

I 

~ 

COURT OF 
SPECIAL APPEALS 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction 
- Exclusive initial appellate lurisdiction 

over any reviewable ludgment of a 
Circuit Cour t  o r  Orphans’Court ,  
except for appeals in criminal cases 
in which the death penalty is imposed 

Juvenile 
in Montgomery 

County.  

CIRCUIT COURT (29) 
90 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $2.500. Probate 

in Montgomery and Harford counties. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater 

than  $Z,joO, sentence greater than 
3 years). 

- Juvenile (except Montgomery County). 
- Administrative appeals. 
Appeals de novo and on record. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (12) 
85 judges and chief iudge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, landlord 

and tenant.  
- Felony theft i f  value is under $500, 

misdemeanors, ordinance violations 
(fine less than $2,500, sentence less 
than 3 years). Felony preliminaries. 

- Juvenile (in Montgomery County).  

No jury trials. 

+de novo- 

3RPHANS‘ COURT (22) 
36 judges 
urisdiction: 
Exclusive jurisdiction over adminis- 
tration of estates of decedents and 
minors, orphans, wards, and guard- 
ians. Handled by Circuit Cour t  in 
Montgomery and Harford counties. 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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HBBYLAM) aluBT OF AFW3J.S 
Court of last resort 

7 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ 8 
Criminal ..................................................... 5 
Total appeals ................................................. 13 

- 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Requests to appeal: 
Disciplinary ............................................... 0 

Applications for certiorari: 
Civil .................................................... 0 
Criminal ................................................. 0 

Total ...................................................... 0 
Total other cases ............................................. 0 

- 

8Zh (44)e 

82” (92)e 
(48)eh 

12 

218 
273 

118 
41 
159 
- 

16 
12 
28 
- 

12 0 

174 (44)e 0 
225 (48)e 0 
399 (92)e - 0 
411 (92)e 0 

Total cases ..................................................... 13 585 (92)e 570 (92)e 28 

Manner of disposition 
Reported opinions ............................. 114 
Unreported opinions ........................... 16 

Disposition of appeals 
Civil 

Law Equity Total - 
Affirmed ..................... 32 17 49 
Modified and affirmed ........ 
Reversed ..................... 27 8 35 
Affirmed in part, reversed 

Remanded without affirmance 
in part .................... 2 3 5 

or reversal ................ 2 1 3 
Dismissed, opinion filed ..... 3 1 4  
Dismissed without opinion .... 3 3 6 
Dismissed prior to argument 
or submission .............. 4 2 6 

Transferred to Court of 
Special Appeals ............ 

Advanced and disposed of ..... 7 1 8 

Criminal 

I 

Total - 

66 

50 

6 

3 
7 
10 

6 

9 

Disposition of applications for certiorari 

Civil Criminal Total 
Granted ............ 44 48 92 
Denied ............. 170 224 394 
Dismissed 3 1 4 
Withdrawn 1 0 1 
Total .............. 218 273 491 

-___-  

.......... .......... 

Time interval (average months) 

Original filing to disposition in Circuit Court ..... 13.9 
Disposition in Circuit Court to docketing ........... 7.1 
Docketing to argument ............................... 2.7 
Argument to decision ................................ 1.7 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Applications for certiorari when granted are not counted as dispositions until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted 
for the associated appeal. These granted applications for certiorari are the numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

hFigure was computed: 

kAddit ional information: 
Civil and criminal appeal filings and dispositions were computed from available data. 

The Court of Appeals also reviewed 63 bar admittance matters. 
mInformation on dispositiontype or trial data: 

Sixteen opinions were per curiam. Thirteen dissenting opinions and three concurring opinions were also filed. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1977-78 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MAWLAND ODWT OF SPECIAT, APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  appellate court 

13 judges  
July 1. 1977  to J u n e  30, 1978 - - - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases:  
Appeals  : 

C i v i l :  
Law ........................................................ 431 
Equ i ty  ..................................................... 4 11 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 84 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 69 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 153 
- 

Other  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  p roceed ings  ......................................... 
Reques t s  t o  appea l :  

A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  l e a v e  t o  appea l :  
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy .................................... 0 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 0 
- X 

253” 

467 
277 
744 
709 

1 ,453  

232 (21 )e  
232 ( 2 l ) e  

41 
27 
68 
44 

112 
- 

0 
0 
- 

..................................................... T o t a l  c a s e s  153 1,644 ( 2 1 ) e  1,685 ( 2 l ) e  112 

Manner of  d i s p o s i t i o n m  D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  l e a v e  t o  a p p e a l  

Reported op in ions  ........................................... 209 Granted ................................... 2 1  
Unreported o p i n i o n s ,  a l l  pe r  cu r i am ......................... 790 Denied .................................... 227 

Withdrawn ................................. 0 
D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  Remanded .................................. 4 

Dismissed ................................. 1 
Cr imina l  T o t a l  T o t a l  ...................................... 253 
~~ 

C i v i l  
Law Equ i ty  T o t a l  __ 

Affirmed ........................... 173 110 283 483 766 
Modified and a f f i r m e d  .............. 0 3 3 0 3 
Reversed ........................... 40 34 74 54 128 
Affirmed i n  p a r t ,  r e v e r s e d  i n  p a r t  . 13 16 29 29 58 
Remanded wi thou t  a f f i r m a n c e  o r  T i m e  i n t e r v a l  ( a v e r a g e  months) 

r e v e r s a l  ......................... 6 3 9 8 1 7  
Dismissed,  op in ion  f i l e d  ........... 24 8 32 6 38 O r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  c o u r t  below ..... 11.5 

submission ....................... 159 75 234 123 357 Docket ing t o  argument ............................... 4.9 
T r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Cour t  of Appeals .... 50 28 78 5 83 Argument t o  d e c i s i o n  ................................ 0.7 

Dismissed p r i o r  t o  argument o r  D i s p o s i t i o n  i n  C i r c u i t  Court  t o  docke t ing  ........... 2.7 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space a Not enough i n f o r m a t i o n  is known. The c a s e  c a t e g o r y  may o r  may no t  be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

eCases no t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t u  avo id  doub le  coun t ing :  
A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  l e a v e  t o  a p p e a l  when g ran ted  a r e  no t  counted a s  d i s p o s i t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal is  d i sposed ;  a new f i l i n g  is  no t  

counted f o r  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  appea l .  These g ran ted  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  l e a v e  t o  a p p e a l  are t h e  numbers appea r ing  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s .  
hF igure  was computed: 

mInfo rma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type OK t r i a l  d a t a :  
F i l i n g s  were computed from d i sposed  and pending f i g u r e s .  

Two d i s s e n t i n g  o p i n i o n s  and t h r e e  c o n c u r r i n g  op in ions  were a l s o  f i l e d .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t he  Cour t s ,  Annual Report  1977-1978 (Annapo l i s ,  Maryland). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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MARYLAND CIRCUIT COIRT 
Court of general  j u r i sd i c t ion  

29 courts.  90 judges 
Ju ly  1. 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending 

Beginning pending Filed Disposed 

Civild:  
Lav: 

Confessed judgments .......................................... 
Other law .................................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Tort: 

Auto to r t :  

Other tort: 
Motor t o r t  ................................................. 
Other t o r t  ................................................. 
Consent cases .............................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 

Contract ....................................................... 
Real property r igh ts :  

Condemnation ................................................. 
Foreclosure .................................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Other equity ................................................. 
Marriage d isso lu t ion :  

Adoption .................................................... 
Other domestic re la t ions :  

Equity: 

D o m e s t i c  relations: 

Divorce, n u l l i t y ,  maintenance .............................. 

Patern i ty  .................................................. 
Tota l  ......................................................... 

Estate: 
Guardianship/co~ertorship/trusteeship: 

P e t i t i o n  f o r  guardianship .................................. 
Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency case ......................... 
Appeal of trial cour t  case ................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 

Appeal: 

Extraordinary writs: 
Habeas corpus ................................................ 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 85,459 

C K f d d d :  
Pelony/misdemeanor: 

Nonsupport ................................................... 
Other criminal ............................................... 
Adult offenses aga ins t  juveni les  ............................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Motor vehicle ................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Postconviction ............................................... 
Applications f o r  review of criminal sentences ................ 

Appeal of trial cour t  case: 

Postconviction remedy: 

Sentence rev iev  only: 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

(j) 

N/A 
Tota l  criminal .................................................. 13,689ij 

Juvenile:  
Criminal-type offense: 

Other juvenile:  
Delinquency .................................................. X 

Child i n  need of ass i s tance /ch i ld  in need of supervision ..... X 

Tota l  juvenile .................................................. 4,5743 

2,258 
1,992 
4,250 

5,469 

2,204 
229 

2,433 
7,902 
5,179 

413 
2,946 
3,359 

10,988 

28,526 
1,879 

8,660 
39,065 

632 

1,985 
879 

2,864 

481 

74,720 

2,355 
28,186 

101 
30,657 

2,798 
1,802 
4,595 

593 

273 

36,103 

19,607k 

2, 764k 

22,371k 

2,249 
1,971 
4,220 

5,995 

1,925 
268 

2,193 
8,188 
4,137 

351 
2,153 
2,504 

8,246 

24,164 
1,556 

6,747 
32,467 

471 

1,310 
705 

2,015 

439 

62,687 

1,887 
26,082 

106 
28,083 

2,523 
1,553 
4,076 

487 

251 

32,875 

19,414k 

2, 803k 

22,217k 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

97,492 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

(j) 

N/A 

16,90611 

X 

X 

4,1901 

\ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 103,722ij 133,194k 117,779k 118, 58Ei 

~~~ 

(continued on next page) 
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% Non-jury T o t a l  
C i v i l :  

Lawm ...... 1,071 1,322 2,393 
Eaui tvm ... 0 14.730 14.730 . .  

T o t a l  ...... 1,071. 16;052 17;123 
Criminal .... 1,526 7,263 8,789 

T o t a l  ........ 2,597 23,315 25,912 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average days)h 

F i l i n g  t o  t r i a l  F i l i n g  t o  
o r  hear ing  d i s p o s i t i o n  

C i v i l :  ........... Law" 450 384 
Equity" ........ 170 194 

T o t a l  ........... 209 253 
C r i n i d  ......... 1071 155 
J u v e n i l e  ......... N f A 67 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NfA This case  type i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t  but the da ta  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X = The da ta  €or  t h i s  case  type a r e  known to  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of informations o r  indictments.  
A jury t r i a l  i s  counted i€ t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted a t  t h e  poin t  when a n  opening statement o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs.  

Time i n t e r v a l  da ta  were computed by weighting the i n d i v i d u a l  c o u r t ' s  average by the  number of t r i a l s  per  cour t .  

C r i m i n a l  and grand t o t a l  pending do not  inc lude  sen tence  review only cases.  

Pending f i g u r e s  f o r  a d u l t  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  j u v e n i l e s  a r e  included i n  the t o t a l  pending f o r  j u v e n i l e  cases .  
J u v e u i l e  and grand t o t a l  d a t a  inc lude  j u v e n i l e  c a s e s  from the  Montgomery County D i s t r i c t  Court. 

J u v e n i l e  and grand t o t a l  d a t a  do not inc lude  j u v e n i l e  cases  from the Montgomery County D i s t r i c t  Court. These cases  a r e  repor ted  i n  t h e  

hFigure was computed: 

iData a r e  not complete: 

IExplanation of d a t a  included i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

kAdditional information: 

D i s t r i c t  Court c h a r t .  
mInformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  d a t a :  

The equi ty  category f o r  t r i a l  d a t a  inc ludes  domestic r e l a t i o n s ,  e q u i t y ,  and f o r e c l o s u r e .  The law category inc ludes  a l l  o t h e r  c i v i l  
c a t e g o r i e s .  

"In€ormatioo on time i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending d a t a .  
The equi ty  ca tegory  f o r  time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  inc ludes  domestic r e l a t i o m ,  e q u i t y ,  and f o r e c l o s u r e .  The l a y  category inc ludes  a l l  o t h e r  

c i v i l  c a t e g o r i e s .  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Courts,  Annual Report  1977-78 (Annapolis, Maryland). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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MAllYLAND DISTBICT DDWT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

12 d i s t r i c t s ,  85 j udges  a d  c h i e f  judge 
July 1. 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
- pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

Kea1 p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  
...................................... C o n t r a c t  and t o r t  cases N/A 104,355 N/A NIA 

Landlord and t e n a n t  N / A  283,011 N / A  N/A .......................................... .................................................... O t h e r  d v i l  
~ N/A 10,894 N/A N/A 

T o t a l  c i v i l  N/A 398,260 N / A  N / A  ..................................................... 
C r f d M l d :  

Hisdemeanor: 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... N/A 
Adult  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  j u v e n i l e s j  ............................ ( j )  

T o t a l  ......................................................... N / A  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N/A 

- 

101,202 
i 5 j  

101,217 

101,217 

N/A 
281 
281 

28 i  

T r a f f i c  : 
- - - 

................................................... T o t a l  t r a f f i c  N/A 683,245 N / A  N / A  

J u v e n i l e  j : 
Criminal- type o f f ense :  

O t h e r  j u v e n i l e :  
Del inquency .................................................. X 

C h i l d  i n  need of a s s i s t a n c e l c h i l d  i n  need of s u p e r v i s i o n  ..... __ X 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 2,6423 

1 , 3 7 8  1,477 

716 790 

2,094 2,267 

- 

Grand T o t a l  ...................................................... 2,64Zi 2,295i 2,456i 1 ,184,816% 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  Non-jury t r i a l  T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Defendan t s  he ld  f o r  grand j u r y  a c t i o n  ..... 6,471 C i v i l  .................... 39,060 Cases paid ........... 436,132 
Defendants  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C i r c u i t  Court  T r a f f i c  .................. 247,113 

f o r  j u r y  t r ia l  .......................... 5,588 T o t a l  .................... 286,173 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N f A  = T h i s  case type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of coun t  is t h e  number of d e f e n d a n t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  o r  compla in t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening s t a t emen t  o r  t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  occur s .  

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  i n c l u d e  a d u l t  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  j u v e n i l e s  i n  Montgomery County only.  
Grand t o t a l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  inc lude  criminal a d u l t  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  j u v e n i l e s  and j u v e n i l e  d a t a  from t h e  Montgomery County 

iData are no t  complete:  

Dis t r ic t  Cour t  on ly .  
j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  

% A d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  
C r i m i n a l  a d u l t  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  j u v e n i l e s  pending f i g u r e s  a r e  inc luded  w i t h  t h e  j u v e n i l e  pending t o t a l s .  

J u v e n i l e  and criminal a d u l t  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  j u v e n i l e s  i n  Montgomery County a r e  heard i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Cour t ,  and are inc luded  in t h i s  c o u r t  
p r o f i l e .  These c a s e s  are hea rd  i n  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court  i n  t h e  rest of t h e  s ta te .  

Source :  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of the  Cour t s ,  Annual Report  1977-78 (Annapol is ,  Maryland) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

MAHLAND ORPUN'S COUI(T 
Cour t  of  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

22 c o u n t i e s ,  66 j u d g e s  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978  

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  Orphan's Court  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1978. 
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MASSACHUSETTS COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME JUDICIAL 
COURT 
7 justices 
[urisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civil 

- Criminal appeals of death o r  life im 
and criminal matters.  

prisonment sentence. 

. 
APPEALS COURT 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Criminal (except death o r  life im- 

prisonment), law, equity, and ad- 
ministrative appeals. 

I 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
46 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited civil 

Death  o r  life 
-imprisonment 

- Felonies, misdemeanors 
4ppeals de novo 

I Jury trials 

I 

DISTRICT COURT (69) 

155 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. 
- Felonies (sentence less than  five 

- Juvenile if  no juvenile court .  
- Civil appeals a re  heard by this court’s 

No jury trials in original cases. 

years). Misdemeanors. 

appellate division. 

Court may have  six-man jury trial 
o n  civil appeal of its own case. 

a 
CriTinal 

BOSTON MUNICIPAL 
COURT 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General civil, landlord-tenant. 
- Felonies (fine less than  $5,000, 

sentence less than  5 years). 
Misdemeanors. 

- Civil appeals are heard by this 
court’s appellate division. 

Jury  trials i n  criminal. 

I I 

JUVENILE COURT (4) 
4 full-time, 2 part-time judges 
Jurisdiction: 

HOUSING COURT ( 2 )  
2 judges 
Ju  risdiction: 
- Matters (civil and  criminal) relating 

to  health, safety, o r  welfare of oc- 
cupant in place of h u m a n  habitation. 

LAND COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Land registration and confirmation. 

PROBATE COURT (14) 
27 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, probate of wills, 

administration of estates,  guardian- 
ship, adoption. Equity jurisdiction in 
such cases. 

I 
1 

Court  of 
last 

resort  

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  

C o u r t  of 
general  

jurisdiction 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

iurisdiction 

Indicates route  of appeal. t 
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EULSSACEUSETTS SUPREME JUDICIAL COURTi 
Cour t  of last resort 

7 justices 
September  1, 1977 t o  &gust 31, 1978  

P _p- 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

F u l l  c o u r t  a p p e a l s j  .......................................... 
S i n g l e  j u s t i c e  appea l sa  ...................................... 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 
Other  c a s e s :  

O r i g i n a l  p roceed ings  ......................................... 
Reques t s  t o  a p p e a l  .......................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 

N/A 
N/A 

NJA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

476 
N/A 

h76' 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.- 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... N /A 476i NIA N/A 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

F u l l  COUKC a p p e a l s :  
Written o p i n i o n s  ................. 278 
R e s c r i p t  o p i n i o n s  ................ 18 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of  f u l l  c o u r t  a p p e a l s  

Dismissed ....................... 22 
Summary d i sposed  ................ 142 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  I s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

aCour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Massachuse t t s  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court  j u s t i c e s  a l s o  s i t  (on a r o t a t i o n a l  b a s i s )  i n  " s i n g l e  j u s t i c e  s e s s i o n s . "  No d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  

number of c a s e s  handled i n  t h e s e  s i n g l e  j u s t i c e  s e s s i o n s .  
iData are no t  complete:  

T o t a l  cases f i l e d  f i g u r e  on ly  i n c l u d e s  f u l l  c o u r t  a p p e a l s  f i l e d .  No i n f o r m a t i o n  was a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  volume of s i n g l e  j u s t i c e  a p p e a l s ,  
o r i g i n a l  p roceed ings ,  o r  r e q u e s t s  to a p p e a l  c a s e s  f o r  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d .  

jDa ta  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

a p p e l l a t e  review by t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Cour t .  
F u l l  c o u r t  a p p e a l s  i nc luded  161 d i r e c t  e n t r i e s ,  8 0  d i r e c t  a p p e l l a t e  r ev iews ,  211 c a s e s  f i l e d  sua s p o n t e ,  and 24 c a s e s  g r a n t e d  f u r t h e r  

Source:  Unpublished d a t a  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court .  F i g u r e s  are from t h e  unpubl ished d a t a  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have when computed 
where necessa ry .  

MASSAaSETTS APPEALS COURT 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

6 judges 
September  1, 1977 t o  August  31. 1978  

End 
Pending Beginning F i l e d  Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals :  

- ~ - - 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. N/A 1,050 1,020 N/A 

Other  cases: 
O r i g i n a l  p roceed ings  ......................................... 
Reques t s  to a p p e a l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. - 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... N/A 1,050 1,020 NIA 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

F u l l  o p i n i o n s  ........................ 101 
R e s c r i p t  o p i n i o n s  .................... 172 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  

Summarily d i sposed  withour  h e a r i n g  ....... 118 
D i s m i s s a l s / a p p e a l s  withdravnlremands ..... 338 
T r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Supreme 

J u d i c i a l  Court  ......................... 291 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ' ;  used by t h e  NCSP . 
N/A = T h i s  case type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

Source:  Unpublished d a t a  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Cour t .  



MASSACHUSETTS !3IPERIOR COURT 
C o u r t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 4  c o u r t s ,  46 j u d g e s  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1 9 7 8  

P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending -~ ___- 
C i v i l d :  

O t h e r  c i v i l :  
J U ~ Y  c a s e s  ................................................... 4 2 , 4 4 9  
Son-jury cases ............................................... 42,645f 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 85,088f ___ 

N / A  
N / A  

N/A 
N / A  
N / A  

N/A 
41,869 
45,987 
87,856 

..................................................... T o t a l  c i v t l  85,0881 N / A  N / A  87,856 

Cr imina ld  : __ - - 
.................................................. T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  40,810f N/A N / A  35,468 

- 
...................................................... Grand t o  t a l  125,898f N/A N / A  123,324 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  c a s e  type  is  hand led  by t h e  c o u r t  b u t  t he  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCasc d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o u  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  i s  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s  o r  i n d i c t m e n t s .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an  open ing  s t a t e m e n t  o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any e v i d e n c e  o c c u r s .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  as  g iven  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  
fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does n o t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  

S o u r c e :  Ch ie f  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  J u s t i c e ,  Annual Report--The O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Ch ie f  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  T r i a l  C o u r t ,  1978 
Xassachuse t t s :  1978) .  

(Boston,  
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y .  

MASSACHUSEITS PROBATE COURT 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 4  c o u r t s ,  27 j u d g e s  
J u l y  1, 1917 t o  June 30, 1978  - 

End 
p e n d i n g  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pend ing  

c i v i l d :  
Domestic relation 8: 

XarrPage d i s s o l u t i o n :  
Divorce .................................................... 
D e s e r t i o n s  and l i v i n g  a p a r t  ................................ 
I r r e v o c a b l e  breakdown 208SSlA and 1 B  ....................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
S e p a r a t e  suppor t  and ma in tenance  ........................... 
Custody o f  minor s  .......................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Adopt ions  .................................................... 
O t h e r  domes t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Contempt p e t i t i o n s  ......................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Suppor t l cus tody :  

E s t a t e :  
Probatelwillslintestate: 

wills  ...................................................... 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  ............................................ 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Guardianship/conservatorshipltcustee s h i p  : 

G u a r d i a n s h i p s  (minor  and m e n t a l l y  i l l )  ..................... 
T r u s t e e s h i p s  ............................................... 
Accoun t s  and d i s t r i b u t i o n s  ................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
P a r t i t i o n s  ................................................. 
Real e s t a t e  s a l e s  .......................................... 
E q u i t a b l e  r e l i e f  ........................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

O t h e r  estate: 

25,465 
81 

5,850 
31,396 

4,238 
282 

4,520 
2,557 

6 ,734  
45,207 

13 ,550  
10 ,711  
24,261 

2,707 
960 

22,062 
25,729 

243 
3 ,303  
1 ,354  
4,900 

54,890 

100,097 

N / A  

N / A  
N / A  

N/A 
N / A  
N / A  
N/A 

N / A  
N I A  

NIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 100.097 N I A  N I A  

Boldface h e a d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case  type  i s  hand led  by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  coun t :  
A c i v i l  case i s  coun ted  w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  c o m p l a i n t .  

Source:  Chief  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  J u s t i c e ,  Annual Report--Off ice  o f  t h e  Ch ie f  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  T r i a l  C o u r t ,  1978 (Bos ton ,  
Massachuse t t s :  1978) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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MASSACHUSBTTS DISTRICT COWT 
C c u r t  of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

69 div is ions ,  155 j u s t i c e s  
July 1. 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 - 

End 
Disposed pending Filed Beginning 

pending 

C iv i l+  
Small claims ................................................... 
O t h e r  c iv i l :  

C iv i l  business ............................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Appeal: 
Criminal complaints (except motor vehic1e) j  .................. 
Appeals t o  Jury Sessions ..................................... 

Tota l  criminal .................................................. 
Trnf f ic: 
DWIIDUI ........................................................ 
Parking ........................................................ 
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  ........................................ 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Juvenile:  

Criminal-type offense: 

S t a tus  offense: 

Maroffense: 

Complaints ................................................... 
Child in need of se rv ices  .................................... 
Care and pro tec t ion  .......................................... 

Tota l  juveni le  .................................................. 

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 

N/A 
N / A  

NIA 

104,483 

65,571 

170,054 

181,8391 

18,995 

200,8343 

(j) 
NIA 

549,84313 

549,843ij 

37,371 

1,369 

964 

39,704 

- 

69,600 

39,077 

108,677 

N / A  

N I A  

N/A 

NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
N / A  

30,208 

2,271 

534 

33,013 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  960,4351 141,690i N / A  

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable,  or not in a useable form. 

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or canplaint.  
The criminal case un i t  of count is the number of canplaints.  

Tota l  t r a f f i c  f i l e d  f igure  does not include DWIIDUI, parking, or  operating so a s  t o  endanger cases as  reported i n  the 1977 Annual Report. 
Grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f igure  does not include parking cases.  
Grand t o t a l  disposed f igure  does not include criminal or  t r a f f i c  data.  

Criminal complaints include some felony cases. A maximum 5-year sentence may be given in these felooy cases. 
Tota l  criminal and misdemeanor f i l e d  cases include DWIIDIU and operating so as  t o  endanger cases in the other t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  category. 

iData are not complete: 

hxp lana t ion  of data included in the category: 

Source: Chief Administrative Jus t i ce ,  Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administrative J u s t i c e  of the Tr i a l  Court, 1978 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual report  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessary. 
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MILSSACWSElTS UND COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

July 1. 1977 to June 30, 1978 
1 COUKt 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civild: 
Real property rights: 
Land registration and land confirmation ...................... 1,541 
Subsequent petitions of land registration .................... 72 
Tax liens .................................................... 3,338 
Equity and miscellaneous ..................................... 7,616 
Total ......................................................... 12,567 

287k 
1,838 
1,551 

8,565 
4,889 

3371" 
1,858 

7,747 

1,090 
4,462 
- 

1,491 
52 

8,043 
13,385 

3,799 

- 
Total civil ..................................................... 12,567 8,565 7,747 13,385 

Grand total ...................................................... 12,567 8,565 7,747k 13,385 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

kAddi t ional information: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

There were 27 land confirmations filed and 33 disposed. The remainder of the land registration and land confirmation cases were land 

During the court year, 272 decree plans were made and 544 subdivisions were handled by the court in addition to the data reported on this 
registrations. 

profile. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice. Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1979 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and corrections 
were made during the data verification process. 

MASSACHLISETTS JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 courtsb, 4 full-time and 2 part-time judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
CK$.dIldd: 
Wademeanor: 
Adult ........................................................ N/A 28 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A 28 

- - 

Juveniled : 
Criminal-type offense: 
Juvenile criminal ............................................ N/A 
Delinquent ................................................... N/A 
Appellate--delinquency ....................................... NIB 
Total ......................................................... N/A 

Child in need of services .................................... N/A 
Appellate--child in need of services ......................... N/A 
Total ......................................................... N/A 

Status offenses: 

82 
11,505 

150 
11,737 

1,298 
2 

1,300 
Non-of feme: 
Children in need of care and protection ...................... N/A 348% 
Appellate--care and protection ............................... N/A 20 
Total ......................................................... N/A 368 

Total juvenile .................................................. N/A 13,405 

- ___ 

N/A __ 

N/A 

NJA 

N/A 
N/A 

N /A 

N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

Grand totalk ..................................................... N/A 13,433 N/A NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

karticular court o r  reporting system information: 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

kAddi t ional information : 

The four courts are located in Boston, Bristol, Springfield, and Worcester. The appellate division is located in Boston. 

The criminal and juvenile case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

In the course of conducting the business of the court, 52,122 judicial determinations were made. 
The 348 complaints for children in need of care and protection represent 612 children. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice, Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1978 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1978). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 



263 

HBSSAQIUSETTS HOUSING COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 cour t sb ,  2 judges 
July 1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Fi led  Disposed 

C i r i l d :  
Small claims ................................................... N/A ~ 4,222 
Real proper ty  r i g h t s :  

C i v i l  ........................................................ NfA 2,273 
Summary process .............................................. NfA 9,906 

T o t a l  ......................................................... NfA 12,179 - - 

NIA 

N f  A 
N I A  

N/A 

NIA 

NIA 
N I A  
N f  A - 

..................................................... T o t a l  c i v i l  NfA 16,401 NIA N I A  

Crimiuald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ..................................................... NfA 8,139 - - 
.................................................. T o t a l  c r imina l  NfA 8,139 N I A  NIA 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N / A  24,540 NIA N I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This case  type i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but the d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

b p a r t i c u l a r  cour t  o r  repor t ing  system information: 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
The two c o u r t s  a r e  i n  Boston and Hampden County. 

A c i v i l  case  is counted with the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is the number of complaints.  

Source: Chief Administrative J u s t i c e ,  Annual Report--The Off ice  of t h e  Chief Administrative J u s t i c e  of t h e  T r i a l  Court ,  1979 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

BOSTON IILRCICIPAZ. COURT. LULSSAQNSETI'S 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  10 judges 
J u l y  1. 1977 t o  June  30. 1978 

No da ta  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases  handled i n  the  Boston Municipal Court i n  1978. 
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Jury  trials in juvenile. 

MICHIGAN COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

J u r y  trials. Jury trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Considers applications for leave to  

appeal, mainly from decisions of the 
Cour t  of Appeals, and grants  appeals 
as a matter of discretion. 

1 
COURT OF CLAIMS 
1 circuit judge serves 
Jurisdiction: 
- Jurisdiction over claims and demands 

against State over $100 except where  
Circuit Cour t  has jurisdiction. 

No jury trials. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
(3 PANELS) 
18 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a mat te r  of right from Cir- 

cuit Cour t  and Recorder's Cour t  of 

I 

CIRCUIT COURT (48) 
138 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive domestic relations, equity, 

-Exclusive felony jurisdiction except 
and general civil over $ ~ O , O O O .  

where there are special criminal 
courts. 

Appeals de novo or o n  record. 

lurv trials. 

I 
RECORDERS COURT OF 
DETROIT 
23 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All criminal within Detroit. Felony, 

misdemeanor, municipal ordinance 
violations and traffic. 

I Jury  trials. 

DISTRICT COURT 
(82) 
196 judges 
lu  risdiction: 
-Exclusive civil litigation under 

$ l O , O O O  excluding equity. 
Small claims under $300. 

-Misdemeanors, ordinance 
violations with sentence less 
than 1 year, Celony 
preliminaries. 

lury trials. 

PROBATE COURT 
(83) 
109 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction over 
cases pertaining to  wills, 
estates, and o ther  related 
matters. 

dependency, and neglect 
jurisdiction. 

-Exclusive delinquency. 

COMMON PLEAS 
COURT OF DETROIT 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive civil actions under 
$5,000 in Detroit. Civil 
actions under $lO,OOO. Small 
claims under $300. Landlord 
and tenant.  

Wayne County .  
-Criminal arraignments in 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
(19) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil, landlord and tenant 
under $1,500. Some courts 
handle small claims. 

-Misdemeanors, traffic and 
ordinance violahons with 
fines less than $500and 
sentence less than  3 months.  

Cour t  
of last 
resort  1 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  

Cour ts  of 
general 

iurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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MICHIGAN SUF'REHE COURT 
C o u r t  of last resort 

7 justices 
J u l y  1, 1977 to  J u n e  30. 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals  ........................................................ X 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................... X 
- 

Other  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  .......................................... 
Reques t s  to appea l :  

A p p l i c a t i o n s  ................................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................... 

X 

X 
X 

~ 

X(92)e 
X(92)e 

X 

X 
X 
- 

X 
X 

~ 

X 

1 ,230(92)e  
X 

X 
X 

~ 

X 

X 
X 

__ 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... 697f 1 ,636  (92 ) e  850 1,487(92)e 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Wr i t t en  op in ion  ................ 96 
Order  wi thou t  o p i n i o n  .......... 130 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of  cases 

Dismissed o r  withdrawn ......... 31 
Cases g r a n t e d  .................. 92 
Den ia l  of l e a v e  t o  a p p e a l  ...... 1,230 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

eCases n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avo id  double  coun t ing :  
Reques t s  t o  a p p e a l  g ran ted  a r e  no t  counted a s  d i sposed  u n t i l  t h e  a p p e a l  is  d i sposed ;  a f i l i n g  is no t  counted f o r  t h e  appea l .  These g r a n t e d  

r e q u e s t s  to a p p e a l  a r e  t h e  numbers appea r ing  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s .  
fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does  no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  yea r :  

T h i s  r e f l e c t s  t he  change from t h e  c a l e n d a r  t o  t h e  f i s c a l  yea r  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  d a t a .  

Source:  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Annual Report  1978-79 (Lansing,  Michigan: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessa ry .  

MICHIGAN COURT OF APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  court 

3 p a n e l s ,  18 judges 
J a n u a r y  1, 1977 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending ____ 
Cases: 

Appeals :  
C l a i m  of appea l  .............................................. 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. N/A 
N / A  

Other  cases: 
Original proceedings:  ........................................ NIA 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases N/A 
Reques t s  t o  appea l :  .......................................... N/A .............................................. 

~ 3,703 
3,703 

X 
X 

1,545 

X 
X 

~ 

X 
X 
X 

__ 

N/A 
N / A  

N / A  
N/A 

N/A 

..................................................... T o t a l  c a s e s  N I A  5 ,248 4,937 N / A  

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  .................... 2,550m 
Order .............................. 2,387 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l ,  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

mCategor i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  
The number of  w r i t t e n  op in ions  i n c l u d e s  p e r  cu r i am and memorandum o p i n i o n s .  

Source:  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Annual Report  1978-79 (Lansing,  Michigan: 1979) .  Report  c o n t a i n s  c a l e n d a r  yea r  d a t a  for Court  of Appeals .  
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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MICHIGAN CIRCUIT aDuBTi 
Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

40 c i r c u i t s ,  138 judges 
J u l y  1. 1977 t o  June  30, 1978 - 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed pending 

Civ i ld :  
Tort:  

Auto tort: 
Auto negligance ............................................ 

Product l i a b i l i t y  tort ....................................... 
Other  tort ................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Daeatic re la t ions :  

l l a r r i a g e  d isso lu t ion :  

Support/cwtody: 

Other domestic r e l a t i o m :  

Divorce .................................................... 
URESA/support .............................................. 
P a t e r n i t y  .................................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Appeal: 

Appeal of &nistrative agency case: 

Appeal of trial c o u r t  case: 
Labor r e l a t i o n s  ............................................ 
Appeal from District cour t  ................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Other general  c i v i l  .......................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Other  c i v i l :  

c r m n a l d :  
Felony: 

Appeal: 
Cr imina l j  .................................................... 
Appeal from D i s t r i c t  Court ................................... 

T o t a l  criminal .................................................. 

5,253fi 
350$ 

1 ,975l  
7,5783. 

25 ,741fi 

2,933i 

2,4771 
31 ,151i 

94i 

415i 
5Ogi 

12 ,711f i  

51 ,94gfi 

7 ,927f i  

271fi 

8 ,  198f 

4,187i 
28gi 

6,65Si 
2,1821 

64, 196i 

18, 154i 

7,98Zi 
9O,33Zi 

lobi 

560i 
666i 

17,3831 

115,O3gi 

17, 384i 

360i 

17 ,744i 

4,184i 
231i 

2,054i 
6,469i 

62,27gi 

18,074i 

7,7981 
88,151i 

1121 

4081 
5201 

17,53g3 

112,67gi 

18 ,8171 

277i 

19 ,094i 

5,256i 
4OSi 

2,103f 
7,767l 

27,65Si 

3,013i 

2,661i 
33,33Zi 

881 

567i 
655i 

12,5551 

54,309I 

6,494i 

3541 

6,848i 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 
Tria ld i  

J u r y  - 
Civi l :  

T o r t  ................. 314 
Dorestic relations ... 66 
Appeal ............... 0 
Other C i v i l  .......... 195 

Tota l  ................. 575 

Felony ............... 1,255 
Appeal ............... 1 

T o t a l  ................. 1,256 
Grand T o t a l  ............. 1,831 

C K b h a l :  

Non- Totel - 
jUry 

98 412 
2,156 2,222 

14 14 
685 880 

2,953 3,528 

263 1,518 
6 7 

269 1,525 
3,222 5,053 

Auto 
t o r t  

Dismissals ...................... 1,844 
Remands to  lower cour t  .......... 61 
No progress ..................... 144 
Bench warrant ................... 0 
Other j u d i c i a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  ..... 782 
Non-service ..................... 1,071 

60, 147fi 198,943i 197,O2gi 61, 157gi 

Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

Felony 
Gui l ty  p leas  ................... 9,027 
Dismissals ..................... 2,976 
Remands t o  lower cour t  945 
No progress .................... 0 
Bench warrant .................. 870 
Other j u d i c i a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  .... 3,367 
Non-service .................... 114 

......... 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  
Product 

l i a b i l i t y  Other &KKiage 
t o r t  t o r t  d i s s o l u t i o n  -- 

91 849 5,451 
8 42 170 
6 127 3,616 
0 0 558 

38 389 38,880 
71 534 11,600 

Support/  
custody 

4,035 
13 

527 
249 

9,759 
3,463 

0 t h e r  
d m e s  t ic 
r e l a t i o n s  

1,434 
0 

170 
149 

3,929 
1,926 

1 
20 
0 
20 
32 

9,032 
92 3,068 
99 1,044 
1 1 
0 870 

73 3,440 
0 114 

cour t  Other 
appea l  c i v i l  

145 4,302 
75 150 
27 1,200 
0 15 

150 7,163 
0 3,829 

T o t a l  
18,187 

520 
5,837 

971 

- 

61,110 
22,526 

Time i n t e r v a l i  (average months) Age of pending casesi  (6/30/78) 

F i l i n g  i s s u e  t o  t r i a l  
Jury  Non-jury 

C i v i l :  
Auto t o r t  .............................. 31.9 21.8 
Product l i a b i l i t y  tort ................. 23.6 28.5 
Other tort ............................. 30.4 27.1 
Wrmrriage d i s s o l u t i o n  (hear ings)  ........ -- 12.5 
Support/custody ........................ 3.3 
Other  donestic r e l a t i o n s  ............... ..0.8 18.5 
Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agmcy case ... -- 0.9 
Other  c i v i l  ............................ 30.0 14.6 
C r W U d  ............................... 8.5 8.5 

r a s e s  pending m r e  than  two years :  
C i v i l :  

T o r t  .......................... 1,199 
D o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ............ 1,001 
Appeal ........................ 50 
Other c i v i l  ................... 2,121 

Tota l  .......................... 4,371 

Felony ........................ 0 
Appeal ........................ 0 

Tota l  .......................... 0 
Grand t o t a l  ..................... 4,371 

C K M U d :  

(continued on next page) 
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Michigan C i r c u i t  Court  (cont inued)  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
1-- - Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of c o u r t :  
A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or canpla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is the number of defendants on t h e  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  or complaint.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted when the  jury  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when the  f i r s t  wi tness  is sworn. 

No d a t a  from seven count ies  noted b e l a r  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in t h e  pending f i g u r e s .  Figures a r e  a s  given in t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

Data from s i x  count ies  noted b e l m  a r e  inc lude  in the  f i l i n g  and d i s p o s i t i o n  t o t a l  f i g u r e s ,  but a r e  not inc luded  i n  t h e  pending t o t a l s ,  

fBeginning pending f i g u r r  f o r  the  1978 c o u r t  year  does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1977 c o u r t  year.  

gChange in pending does not equal the  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

causing the imbalance. 
iData a r e  not  complete: 

and Wayne. 
Only grand t o t a l  f i l e d  and disposed f i g u r e s  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  following count ies :  Cl in ton ,  H i l l s d a l e ,  L iv ings ton ,  Oakland, Osceola,  

These count ies  repor ted  66,160 c a s e s  f i l e d  and 65,256 cases  disposed. There were no data  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Jackson County. 
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  included i n  t h e  category: 

Criminal inc ludes  some high misdemeanors t h a t  a r e  punishable by more than  1 year i n  pr i son .  

Source: S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  Annual Report 1977-78 (Lansing, Michigan: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary.  

MICBIGAU DDUBT OP C L A M P  
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 circuit judge s e r v e s  
July 1, 1977 to June  30, 1978 - P - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C h a d :  
Appeal: 

Adminis t ra t ive  : 
Cases ...................................................... 474 
Appealsj  ................................................... 363 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 837 - 
465k 

30 
495 

348 
244 
592 

591 
149 
7 40 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 837 49 5 592 740 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 837 495 592 740 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Cases: 

S e t t l e d  ......................... 6 
Consent judgment ................ 162 
Dismissed on motion ............. 68 
Dismissed on s t i p u l a t i o n  ........ 63 
Judgment f o r  o l a i n t i f f  .......... 15 - 
Judgment f o r  defendant .......... 
Discontinued .................... 
Dismissed by cour t  .............. 
Cancel--duplicate ............... 
Withdrawn ....................... 
Allowed ......................... 
Denied .......................... 
Withdrawn ....................... 
Dismissed ....................... 
Returned t o  VVEBS ............... 

Appeals: 

14 
12 
0 
0 
6 

123 
117 

0 
1 

. 3  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Data f o r  t h i s  cour t  a r e  included wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  s i n c e  c i r c u i t  judges serve .  E f f e c t i v e  January 1, 1979, t h e  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the  Court of Claims w i l l  be ass igned  t o  t h e  3 0 t h  J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  included in the  category: 

kAddi t i  onal  information: 

A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

Appeals are appea ls  under t h e  Vietnam Era Bonus Sec t ion  Act. 

Cases f i l e d  i n c l u d e s  8 cases  remanded f r a n  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  

Source: S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  Annual Report 1977-78 (Lansing, Michigan: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r m  the  annual r e p o r t  except that totals 
have been computed where necessary ,  and c o r r e c t i o n s  were made by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  s t a t e  cmr t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

BBCOBDBB'S COURT OF DBTBOIT. W I C B I U  
Court of g e n e r a l  jurisdiction 

1 cour t .  23 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  Decmber 31. 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases  handled i n  t h e  Recorder 's  Court of D e t r o i t  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year .  
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NIcBIGbll DISTRICT mURTi 
Cour t  of l id ted  jurisdiction 

8 2  c o u r t s ,  198 judges 
J u l y  1. 1977  t o  June 30, 1978  

End 
pend ing  Beginnin$ pending1 F i l e d  Disposed 

c i v i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 25,213fi  129 ,25gi 131,757i 22,733i 
S m a l l  c l a i m s  ................................................... 4 ,521f i  57,  146i 55,976i 5,691i 

Summary p roceed ings  .......................................... 3, 49Ef 59,3541 58, 584i 4,26Ei 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 33,250fi  245,7 5 9 i  246,317i 32,6921 

R e a l  p r o p e r t y  rights: 

C r f n f M l d :  
O r d i n a n c e  v i o l a t i o n :  

0 ther criminal : 
O r d i n a n c e - - n o n t r a f f i c  ........................................ 14,977i  82 ,24gi 83 ,619i 1 3  ,607i 

S t a t e  o f f e n s e - - n o n t r a f f i c  .................................... 18,095i  164,5Oai 165,664i 16,93gi 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 3 3 , 0 7 2 f i  246 ,757 i  249,2831 30,546i 

T r a f f i c :  
Pa rk ing :  

Other traffic violation: 
S t a t e  and o rd inance  pa rk ing  .................................. 33,338' 32O,73Oi 305,086i 48,982i 

S t a t e  o f f e n s e - - t r a f f i c  ....................................... 45 ,292 i  572,654f 566,950i 50,996i 
O r d i n a n c e - - t r a f f i c  ........................................... 66,952i 636,575: 643,O1li  60,516: 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 112,244i  1,209,22g1 1,2O9,96l i  111, 51Z1 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 1 4 5 , 5 8 2 f i  1 ,529 ,95gi 1 ,515,047i  160,494i  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 211 ,904i 2 I 238,822 2,239,093 223,732@ 

T r i a l d i  

J u r y  - 
civil: 

Law ....................... 541 
Small  c l a i m s  7 
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  ...... 94 

T o t a l  ...................... 642 

0 r d i n a n c e  v i o l a t i o n  ....... 3 64 
O t h e r  criminal ............ 1 ,092  

T o t a l  ...................... 1 ,456  

.............. 

C r i m i n a l :  

T r a f f i c :  
Pa rL ing  ................... 6 
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  violation ... 1 ,688  

T o t a l  ...................... 1 ,694  
Grand T o t a l  .................. 3,792 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

Non- j u r y  

4,690 
8,856 

11,237 
24,783 

6 ,861  
5,105 

11,966 

930 
29,057 
29,987 
66,736 

T o t a l  - 

5 ,231  
8 ,863  

11 ,331  
25,425 

7 ,225  
6 ,197  

13,422 

936 
30,745 
31,681 
70,528 

0 ther 
t r a f f i c  

P a r k i n g  v i o l a t i o u  Total 
G u i l t y  p l e a s  .................. 23,247 171,164 194,411 
Dismissals .................... 19 ,198  29,057 48,255 ....... 356 356 P r e l i m i n a r v  e x a m  waived _- 

.... 277 277 P re l imina ry  exam conduc ted  _- 
Bench w a r r a n t s  ................ 3 ,378  23,031 26,409 
Other  j u d i c i a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  ... 7,894 24,968 32,862 
N a g i s t r a t e  .................... 10 ,459  235,249 245.708 
T r a f f i c  Bureau ................ 173,132 544,739 717,871 
Non-service ................... 66,842 117,690 184,532 ................... 135 135 No p r o g r e s s  -- 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

Rea l  
Sinal l  p r o p e r t y  

Law claims rights T o t a l  

D i s m i s s a l s  ................... 15.872 9,342 10 ,276  35,490 
Bench w a r r a n t s  ............... 257 106 3 366 
No p r o g r e s s  .................. 6 ,630  2,102 1 ,649  10,381 
O t h e r  j u d i c i a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  ,. 52,683 18,080 21,923 92.686 
Non-service .................. 51,084 17 ,483  13,402 81,969 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

_ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _  

0 Kdinauce 
v i o l a t i o n  

G u i l t y  p l e a s  .................... 
Dismissals ...................... 
M a g i s t r a t e  ...................... 
T r a f f i c  bureau .................. 
Bench w a r r a n t s  .................. 
P r e l i m i n a r y  exam waived ......... 
P r e l i m i n a r y  exam conducted ...... 
O t h e r  j u d i c i a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  ..... 
Non-service ..................... 

27,984 
13,278 
4 ,100  
7,267 
5 ,160  -- __ 
6 ,207  

12 ,398  

O t h e r  
criminal 

44,894 
19 ,466  
27,381 

6 ,702  
5 ,255  
8 , 4 4 1  

9,057 
28,527 

9 ,744  

Age of pend ing  cases i  

C i v i l  c a s e s  pending o v e r  one y e a r :  
Law ............................ 3,187 
S M l l  Claims ................... 533 
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  ........... 246 

T o t a l  

72,878 
32,744 
31,481 
13,969 
10 ,415  

8 , 4 4 1  

15 ,264  
40,925 

__ 

9 ,744  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case i s  coun ted  w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of d e f e n d a n t s  on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  o r  compla in t .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  is  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted when t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  is  sworn.  

Pending f i g u r e s  do no t  i n c l u d e  d a t a  from n i n e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  no ted  below. A l l  f i g u r e s  are as g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

F i l i n g  and d i s p o s i t i o n  t o t a l s  i n c l u d e  d a t a  from n i n e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  no ted  below not inc luded  i n  t h e  pending t o t a l s .  F i g u r e s  a r e  as g i v e n  i n  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  1978  c o u r t  yea r  does not  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r .  

GChange i n  pending does n o t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  
iData are n o t  complete:  

Only grand t o t a l  f i l e d  and d i s p o s e d  f i g u r e s  were g i v e n  f o r  t h e  c o u r t s  i n  Ann Arbor ,  Birmingham, Lapeer  County, Kalamazoo, L ivon ia ,  Muskegon 
County, S t .  J o s e p h ' s  County, South Haven, and S o u t h f i e l d .  These j u r i s d i c t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  a t o t a l  of 216,347 f i l i n g s  and 228,446 
d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  g rand  t o t a l s  r e p o r t e d .  

Source:  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Annual Repor t  1977-78 (Lans ing ,  Michigan:  1978) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where n e c e s s a r y .  
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MCHIGAN MIJNICIPBL mmT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

19 courts, 36 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Civild: 
Law: 
Civil ........................................................ 

small claim ................................................... 
R e a l  property rights: 
Summary proceedings .......................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
CriPinald: 
Ordinance violation: 

Other Criminal: 
Ordinance--Non-traffic ....................................... 
State Offense--non-traffic ................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traf f IC: 
ParUng: 

Other traffic violation: 
State and ordinance parking .................................. 
State offense-traffic ......................................... 
Ordinance--traffic ............................................ 
Total .......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 

952f 
9f 

105f 

1,066f 

4,096 

596 - 
4,692f 

3,776 

213 

9,967 

13,743f 

9,754 

4,764 
242 

4,580 

9,586 

17,006 

3,897 

20,903 

35,104 

2,070 
119,559 
121,629 

156,733 

4,883 
189 

4,460 

9,532 

17,096 

3,780 

20,876 

33,415 

1,753 
114,795 
116,548 

149,963 

83 3 
62 

225 __ 
1,120 

4,006 

713 

4,719 

5,465 

530 
14,518 
15,048 

20,513 

Grand total ...................................................... 19,501f 187,222 180,371 26,352 

a d  Criminal dispositions 

Jury Non-jury 

civil: 
Law ......................... 6 739 
Small claims ................ 0 47 
Real property rights ........ 4 889 
Total ........................ 10 1,675 

Ord1uanc.e violation ......... 168 1,609 
Other crininal .............. 23 108 
Total ........................ 1 9 1  1,717 

Criminal: 

Traffic: 
Parking ..................... 39 142 
Other traffic violation ..... 143 6,694 
Total ........................ 182 6,836 

Grand Total .................... 383 10,228 

Civil dispositions 

Total - 

745 
47 

893 
1,685 

1,777 
1 3 1  

1,908 

1 8 1  
6,837 
7,018 

10,611 

Guilty pleas ................... 
Dismissals ..................... 
Bench warrants ................. 
Preliminary exam waived ........ 
Preliminary exam conducted ..... 
No progress .................... 
Other judicial dispositions .... 
Traffic bureau ................. 
Magistrate ..................... 
Non-se mice .................... 

0 rdinance 
violation 

492 
490 
208 
888 
993 

0 
183 

18 
0 

377 

Traffic dispositions 

0 ther 
CridMl 

6,386 
3.325 
1,101 

0 
0 
0 

1,293 
1,531 

0 
1,673 

0 ther 
Real traffic 

Small property e claim rights Total 

Dismissals .......... 856 50 693 1,599 
Bench warrants 14  0 1 15 
No progress ......... 238 0 172 410 
Other judicial 
dispositions ...... 1,907 66 2,268 4,241 

Non-service ......... 1,079 26 424 1,529 
Magistrates ......... 44 0 9 53 

...... 

Age of pending cases 

Parking violation -~ 
Guilty pleas ................. 2,672 21,587 

Preliminary exam waived ...... 0 18 
Preliminary exam conducted ... 0 17 
Bench warrants ............... 2,021 3,720 
No progress 0 0 

Magistrate 0 0 
Traffic bureau ............... 21,616 69,268 
Non-service .................. 24,665 8,638 

................... Dismissals 3,235 5,489 

.................. 
Other judicial dispositions .. 6 4 1  1,974 ................... 

Total 

6,878 
3,815 
1,309 

888 
993 

0 
1,476 
1,549 

0 
2,050 

- 

Total 

2h,259 
8,724 

18 
17 

5,741 
0 

2,615 
0 

90,884 
33.303 

- 

Civil cases pending over one year: 
lav .......................................... 46 
S d  claim3 ................................. 0 
Real property rights ......................... 1 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is  sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
fBeginning pending figure for 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1977-78 (Lansing, Michigan: 1978). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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MICHIGAN PROBATE COURTi 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

83 c o u r t s ,  109 j u d g e s  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Dome st ic r e l a t i o n s :  
Condemnation ................................................. 
EIarr iage d i s s o l u t i o n :  

O t h e r  domest ic  r e l a t i o n s :  
Mar r i ages  .................................................. 
P a t e r n i t y  .................................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
E s t a t e  ......................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h :  

Mental  i l l n e s s  ............................................... 
Nenta l  hand icapped / re t a rded  .................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Name change .................................................. 
Misce l l aneous  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

O t h e r  c i v i l :  

J u v e n i l e :  
Criminal- type o f f ense :  

P a r t  I o f f e n s e s  .............................................. 
P a r t  I1 o f f e n s e s  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
S t a t u s  o f f e n s e  ................................................. 
Non-o f f e n s e  : 

Ncglecc ...................................................... 
O t h e r  j u v e n i l e :  

Other  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

1 9 i  

o i  

o i  
01  

N / A i  

1 ,091 i  
391: 

1 ,4821  

421 
225i 
2671 

1,768i  

N I A  
N I A  
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

251 

5461 

5,678i  
6 ,2241 

N / A i  

4 ,  183i 
674: 

4 ,8571 

1,4071 
5,527i 
6 ,934 i  

18,O4Oi 

8 ,097 i3  

1 2 , 6 4 7 U  
4 , z o i i j  

3,82431 

3,74311 

24,41511 

4,550i j  

26i 

5391 

4,325i 
4 ,8641 

N/Ai 

4 ,  207hi 

4,964hi 

1 , 3 9 0 i  
2,960i 
4,3501 

14,2041 

757h i  

N/A 
NIA 
NIA 
N / A  

NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 1 , 7 6 8 i  42,4551 14,2041 1, 5201 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t he  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  coun t :  

&Change i n  pending does  n o t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

hFigure was computed: 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is coun ted  w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of  a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  a s  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

D i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  f o r  men ta l  h e a l t h  cases wcre computed from pending and f i l i n g  d a t a  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  Although t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
says no men ta l  h e a l t h  c a s e s  were comple t e ly  d i sposed  o f ,  t h e s e  computed f i g u r e s  may be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  t h e  number o f  cases which went from 
a n  a c t i v e  t o  a n  i n a c t i v e  s t a t u s  d u r i n g  the  yea r .  

iData a r e  no t  complete:  
Data r e p o r t e d  do no t  i n c l u d e  any estate cases. 
Grand t o t a l  pending and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  do no t  c o n t a i n  any estate o r  j u v e n i l e  d a t a .  
Incomple t e  d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  c o u r t s  l o c a t e d  i n  Char l evo ix ,  Genesse, Luce, Marquet te ,  Wayne, and Wexford. Data from a l l  o t h e r  

l o c a t i o n s  were complete .  
jExp laoa t ion  o f  d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  

a c c e p t e d ,  b u t  were no t  a d j u d i c a t e d .  
J u v e n i l e  c a s e s  c l a s s e d  a s  "not  coded" were not i nc luded  i n  t h e  above c o u n t s  of  f i l i n g s  s i n c e  they r e p r e s e n t  c a s e s  i n  which p e t i t i o n s  were 

Source:  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Annual Report  1977-78 (Lans ing ,  Michigan: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessa ry .  
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COHBJN PLEAS COUBT OF DETROIT, KICHIGANa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 conrt. 13 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Lav: 
Civil ........................................................ 0 2,045 

Small claims ................................................... 229 37,759 

Summary proceedings .......................................... 7,145 128, a40 
Real property rights: 

1,618 
36,131 

427 
1,857 

11a,2oa 17,777 

..................................................... 168,644 155,957 20,061 Total civil 7,374f 

Criminald : 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic .................................................. 6,916 89,036 80,459 15,493 

Total criminal ................................................. 6,916 89,036 80,459 15,493 

~ ~ __ __ 

Grand total ...................................................... 14,290f 257,680 236,416 35,554 

Triald 
Civil dispositions 

Real 
Smll DroDertv 

Law claims -rights- Total - -  Jury Non-jury Total 
Civil: Dismissal .................... 179 7,731 12,398 20,308 
Law ............................. 0 201 201 Non-service .................. 543 4,198 36,179 50,920 
S d l  claims .................... 66 5,539 5,605 
Real property rights ............ 321 6,871 7,192 Criminal dispositions 

Total ............................ 387 12,611 12,998 Ordinance violation 
criminal .......................... 255 1,131 1,386 Dismissal ................. 4,488 
Grand Total ........................ 642 13,742 14,384 Non-service ............... 31,438 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Lav and small claims cases are handled by the Civil Division. 
Real property rights cases are handled by the Landlord-tenant Division. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure f o r  the 1977 court year: 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1977-78 (Lansing, Michigan: 1978). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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70 judges and 2 juvenile judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. Administration of trust  

estates. Dissolution, annulment, 
separate maintenance. Reciprocal 
Support Act. Adoption, change of 
name. Quiet title, real estate mortgage 
foreclosures. 

Juvenile in Second and Fourth 
- Original criminal. 

1 Districts. 
1 - Special proceedings not exclusively 
~ cognizable by some o ther  court  or 

tribunal. ' Appeals de novo and on record. i Jury  trials. 

MINNESOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction 

A 
COUNTY MUNICIPAL 
COURT(2) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- In  Ramsey and Hennepin counties. 
-Civil actions under $6,000; forcible 

- Misdemeanor, ordinance violations, 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

entry and unlawful detainer. 

preliminary hearings. 

A A 
COUNTY COURT (67) I I PROBATE COURT ( 2 . 7 1  
106 judges 
jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction in adminis- 

tration of estates, guardianship, and 
incompetency. Civil actions under 
$5,000. Conciliation jurisdiction to 
$1,000. Administration of trust  
estates. Dissolution, annulment, 
separate maintena nce. Reciprocal 
Support Act. Adoption, change of 
name. Quiet title, real estate mortgage 
foreclosures. 

preliminary hearings. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

- Exclusive juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
lurv trials. 

t 
municipal judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases at  law under $1,000, not 

2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- I n  Hennepin and Ramsey counties. 
- Administration of estates, 

guardianship, incompetency. 

Court  
of last 
resort 

Court  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 



PLINBESOTIL SUPREME OIRT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January 1. 1978 to December 31. 1978 

End 
Disposed pending fi pending Filed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ 2 
Criminal ..................................................... 2 
Appeal of adrinistrative agency case: 
Worker's compensation ...................................... 0 

Economic security .......................................... 0 

Total appeals ................................................. 4 

Tax Court .................................................. 0 

Total ....................................................... 0 . 

Other cases: 
OfigiMl PKOeeedingS: 
Mandamus ................................................... 0 
Prohibition ................................................ 0 
Miscellaneous j ............................................. 0 
Total ....................................................... 0 

Certiorari.. worker's compensation .......................... 0 
Certiorari.. tax court ...................................... 0 
Certiorari.. economic security .............................. 1 
Total ....................................................... 1 

Total other cases ............................................. 1 

Bequests to appeal: 

- 

Appeals and requests to  appeal: 
Agency: 
Worker's compensation ....... 11 
Tax court ................... 2 
Economic security ........... 0 
Total ........................ 13 

Total .......................... 83 

Mandamus ...................... 0 
Prohibition ................... 6 
Miscellaneous ................. 3 
Total .......................... 9 
Grand total ..................... 92 
Other proceedings ............... 3 

Original proceedings: 

Summary 
affirmance 

Appeals: 
civil .............................. 2a 
Criminal ........................... 2 
Total ............................... 30 

Mandamus ........................... 0 
Prohibition ........................ 0 
Miscellaneous J ..................... 0 
Total ............................... 0 

Worker's compensation .............. 4 
Tax Court .......................... 1 
Economic security .................. 4 
Total ............................... 9 
Total ................................ 39 
Rehearing request .................... 0 

Original proceedings: 

Requests to appeal: 

19 
70 

127 

93 
15 

146 
273 

3a 

3a 

37 0 
121 

1 
0 
0 
1 

492 

241 
116 

0 
0 
0 
0 

357 

17 
63 
23 
103 

54 (1)e 
10 (o)e 
29 (0)e 
93 (1)e . 
196 (lie 

2 
7 
138 
228 

38 
5 
9 
52 
748 
. 

Total cases ..................................................... 5 

Other Proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 
Petitions for review ....................................... 0 __ 

Total other proceedings ....................................... 0 

Manner of disposition 

Signed 
opinions Per curiam T M  

Appeals: 
Civil ......................... 53 11 64 
Cridnal ...................... 17 13 30 

1. 117 (l)e 

a5 82 3 

85 82 3 
. 

Status of pending cases (12/31/78) 

Prior to Following 
hearing hearing 

Appeals: 
Civil  ........................ 
Crimina1 ..................... 122 119 

91 25 

8 
0 
1 
9 
33 

0 
1 
2 
3 
36 
0 

Total ......................... 
19 Mandamus ..................... 
2 Prohibition .................. 
1 Miscellaneousj ............... 

22 Total ......................... 
Worker's compensation ........ 

0 Tax court .................... 
7 Economic security ............ 
5 Total ......................... 
12 Grand Total .................... 

Original proceedings: 

116 Requests for appeal: 

128 
3 

Disposition of cases (Without an opinion) 

Summary 
Dismissal reversal Grant Denial Remand Withdrawal ..... 

219 0 0 0 0 0 
70 0 0 0 9 1 
28 9 0 0 0 9 1 

0 0 2 15 0 0 
4 1 8 43 0 0 
1 0 4 11 0 0 
5 1 14 69 0 0 

ia 0 1 1 7 0 
6 0 0 0 1 0 
17 0 0 0 3 0 
31 0 1 1 11 0 
325 1 15 70 20 1 
5 0 8 66 0 0 

213 144 

1 
5 
7 
13 

4 34 
2 3 
0 9 
6 46 

232 199 

Consolidation 

44 
9 
53 

0 
0 
0 
0 

3 
0 
2 
5 
58 
0 

Order 
issued 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1 
0 
1 
2 
2 
0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP . 
CJudge information: 

This court is also served by one commissioner and three assistants . 
eData not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed cases until the resulting appeal is disposed; neither is the filing of the resulting 

lmnt lnued  on next  page) 
appeal counted . These granted requests to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses . 
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gChange i n  pending does  n o t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
Two of t h e  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  matters f i l e d  were a c t u a l l y  n o t i c e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n .  F i g u r e s  are as g i v e n  i n  t h e  unpub l i shed  

d a t a .  
j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

Misce l l aneous  cases i n c l u d e  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  pe rmis s ion  t o  a p p e a l ,  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p roceed ings ,  p e t i t i o n s  t o  review bar exams, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

Cer t io ra r i - - economic  s e c u r i t y  c a s e s  conce rn  unemployment compensat ion.  
h e a r i n g s ,  e t c .  

Source :  Unpublished d a t a  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Cour t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  unpub l i shed  d a t a  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessa ry .  

MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT 
C o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

J a n u a r y  1. 1978 to  December 31. 1978  
10 districts. 70 j u d g e s  and 2 j u v e n i l e  judges 

P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

c i v i l d :  
O t h e r  civil: 

J u r y  demand c a s e s  ............................................ 5 ,575  
Court  cases .................................................. 3 ,125  

T o t a l  ......................................................... 8,700 
__. 

5,825 
10 ,636  
16 ,461  ___ 

6,807 
10,789 
17,594 ___ 

4,5958 
2,9716 
7,5668 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 8 ,700  16,461 17,594 7,5668 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l j  ................................................. 2,240 10,678 10,487 2,4339 

J u v e n i l e  : ___ __ __ ___ 
.................................................. T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  N I A  N I A  N/A N/A 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... 10,940i 27,13gi  2 8 , 0 8 1 i  9 ,999g i  

T r i a l d  

J u r y  Non-jury T o t a l  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

J u r y  demand 

C i v i l  ................. 959 6,740 7,690 S e t t l e d  d u r i n g  t r ia l  .......... 1,028 631 1 ,659  
Criminal .............. 473 290 763 S e t t l e d ,  s t r i c k e n ,  o r  

T o t a l  .................. 1 ,432  7,030 8,462 d i s m i s s e d  .................... 4 ,820  3,416 8 ,236  

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

G u i l t y  p l e a s  ............. 7,252 
Dismissed ................ 2,472 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  c a s e  type  is hand led  by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of c o u n t :  
A c i v i l  case i s  coun ted  a t  t h e  n o t e  of i s s u e .  I€ a j u r y  demand i s  made a f t e r  t h e  f i l i n g  on t h e  c o u r t  c a l e n d a r ,  t h e  case is counted as a 

d i s p o s i t i o n  on t h e  c o u r t  c a l e n d a r  and a new f i l i n g  i s  counted f o r  j u r y  cases .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  s t a t e w i d e .  The r e p o r t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s k  t h a t  t h e  c r i m i n a l  u n i t  of coun t  be t h e  number 

oE d e f e n d a n t s  on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  or compla in t .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is  coun ted  i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A noo-jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  comple t ion  ( d e c i s i o n ) .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  as g i v e n  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  

Grand t o t a l  f i g u r e s  do n o t  i n c l u d e  j u v e n i l e .  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  i n c l u d e s  f e l o n y .  misdemeanor. and a p p e a l  cases as criminal cases. 

gChange i n  pending does  n o t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

a r e  noc complete:  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  

Source:  Unpublished d a t a  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  Ad in in i s t r a to r .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  unpub l i shed  d a t a  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where n e c e s s a r y .  
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MINNESOTA a)WlY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 districts. 106 judges 
January 1. 1978 to December 31. 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 

L a w :  
Court ........................................................ 
Jury .......................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Conciliation Court ........................................... 
Harriage dissolution: 

Support/Custody: 

Other domestic relations: 

Small claims: 

Domestic relations: 

Divorce, annulment, separate maintenance ................... 
Reciprocal enforcement of support .......................... 
Other family civil ......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Estate: 
Probate/vills/intestate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Decedent estate ............................................ 
Guardianship ............................................... 
Trust estate ............................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Otherprobate .............................................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Commitments .................................................. 
Incompetency ................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Other estate: 

Nental health: 

Crlminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Ordinance violation: 

Other erimi~l: 

Other criminal ............................................... 
Justice of the peace ......................................... 
Other family criminal ........................................ 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 
Other traffic dolation: 
Traffic ...................................................... 
Traffic Violation Bureau ..................................... 
Juvenile traffic ............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Non-offense: 

Other juvenile: 

Delinquency .................................................. 
Dependency and neglect ....................................... 
Other ........................................................ 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

4,471f 
710f 

5, 181f 

6,76Zf 

X 

X 

X 
X 

17 ,401f 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

I_ 

15,323f 

1,39bf 

X - 
16,71gfi 

21,926f 
93,034f 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

8,492 
522 

9,014 

36,047 

X 

X 

X 
X 

5,581 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

__ 

33,336 

1,335 

X 

34,671i 

126,864 
385,100 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 

8,649 

36,889 

6,683 

3,376 

1,529 
11,588 

5,466 

1,312 
22 

1,334 

178 
6,978 

761 
775 

1,536 

65,640 

30,204 

2,349 

796 

33,349 

116,819 
371,060 
30,927 
518,806 

518,806 

13,126 

1,797 

876 

15,799 

4,765 
784 

5,549% 

7.30% 

X 

X 

X 
X 

17,5628 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

19,1178 

1,2688 

X 

20,383i 

33,0138 
108,2928 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

Grand total ...................................................... i94,494f 652,718 633,594 228,3108 

(continued on next page) 
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T r i a l d m  

C i v i l :  
Law ..................... 
S m a l l  clains ............ 
Domestic relationsm: 

Marriage dissolution .. 
S u p p o r t l c u s t o d y  ....... 
Other domestic 

relations ........... 
T o t a l  .................. 

Commitments ........... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .............. 
Criminal h i s d e m e a n o r )  ... 

Y e u t a l  hea l thm:  _- 
169 
218 

Non-jury 

2,344 
18,551 

816 
1 ,519  

189 
2,524 

356 
23,775 

2.179 

Minnesota  County C o u r t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

S e t t l e d  D e f a u l t  O t h e r  - --- T o t a l  

2 ,513 Law .................. 1 , 1 4 1  -- 4,995 
18 ,551  S l a l l  claims ............ 4 ,326  -- 14,012 

Dmuest ic  relations: 
816 Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  .. -- 5,217 650 

1,519 Suppor t / cus tody  ....... -- 830 1,027 
0 ther domes t i c  

189 relations ............ -- 1,231 109 
2,524 T o t a l  .................. -- 7,278 1 ,786  

356 Commitments ........... -- 210 195  
Mental health'% 

23,944 
2,397 

T r a f f i c  .............. I..... 336 5 ;643  5 ,979  
Grand t o t a l  ................ 723 31,597 32,320 

C r i m i n a l  (misdemeanor) d i s p o s i t i o n s  

G u i l t y  p l e a  ............................... 17 ,489  
A t  p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  .................... 3,556 
Dismissed,  s e t t l e d ,  s t r i c k e n ,  o r  d e f a u l t  .. 6,762 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  

G u i l t y  p l e a s  .......................... 96,386 
Dismissed ,  s e t t l e d ,  s t r i c k e n ,  o r  

J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace .................. 128,897 
J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace  and T r a f f i c  

V i o l a t i o n s  Bureau ..................... 218,389 

. d e f a u l t  .............................. 14 ,454  

Bo ld€ace  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case t y p e  are known t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  -- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted a t  t h e  n o t e  of i s s u e .  I f  a j u r y  demand is made a f t e r  t h e  f i l i n g  on t h e  c o u r t  c a l e n d a r ,  t h e  case i s  counted a s  a 

The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  i s  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  s t a t e w i d e .  The r e p o r t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s k  t h a t  t h e  c r i m i n a l  u n i t  of coun t  be t h e  number 

A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  as g iven  i n  t h e  unpub l i shed  d a t a .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  as r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  unpub l i shed  d a t a .  

C i v i l  c o u r t  and j u r y  c a s e s  d i sposed  were computed from pending f i g u r e s  and f i l i n g s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  unpub l i shed  d a t a .  

F i g u r e s  f o r  t o t a l  c r i m i n a l  pending and f i l e d  do n o t  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  " o t h e r  f a m i l y  c r i m i n a l "  c a s e s .  

The number of c o n t e s t e d  domet i c  r e l a t i o n s  and commitment c a s e s  are d i s p l a y e d  as non-jury trials. 
N e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r i a l s  and d i s p o s i c i o n  type  data i n c l u d e  o n l y  c o n t e s t e d  commitment c a s e s .  
T r a f f i c  d i s p o s t i o n s  by t y p e  do n o t  i n c l u d e  j u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  cases. 

d i s p o s i t i o n  on t h e  c o u r t  c a l e n d a r  and a new f i l i n g  is  counted f o r  t h e  j u r y  c a s e .  

of d e f e n d a n t s  on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  o r  compla in t .  

%ginn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does  n o t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  

8Change i n  pending does  n o t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

hF igure  was computed: 

iData are n o t  complete:  

a h f o r m a t i o n  on d i s p o s i t i o n  t y p e  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source:  Unpublished d a t a  p rov ided  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Cour t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  unpub l i shed  d a t a  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessa ry .  



MINNESOTA COUNTY IIIMXCIPAL COWT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

2 cour t s ,  28 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending 

Beginoiog pending Fi led  Disposed 

Civild:  
Law: ....................................................... ........................................................ ........................................................ 

Court N / A  
Jury N f A  

Tota l  N/A 

Unlawful de ta iners  .......................................... N/A 
I l e a l  property r igh ts :  

N f A  
N IA 
N/A 

NfA 
N/A 
NIA 

423 
382 
805 

61 

.................................................... 866 Tota l  c i v i l  N / A  N f  A N / A  

Criminald: 
Other criminal:  

Other v io l a t ions j  ........................................... N/A N I A  NIA 5,629 

Tota l  criminal ................................................. N / A  N / A  N/A 5,629 

Traf f ic :  

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... NIA N /A N /A 7,476 

..................................................... 13,971 Grand t o t a l  NIA NfA N/A 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the  c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N / A  = This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is  counted a t  the note of i s sue .  I f  a jury demand is  made a f t e r  the f i l i n g  on the  court  calendar,  the  case i s  counted a s  a 

The criminal case un i t  of count is  not cons is ten t  statewide. The reporting ins t ruc t ions  ask tha t  the  criminal un i t  of count be the  number 
d i spos i t i on  on the court  calendar and a new f i l i n g  is counted for  jury cases.  

of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
jExplanation of data included i n  the category: 

“Other v io la t ions”  include misdemeanor. ordinances, char te r  provisions,  and ru l e s  and regulations of any subdivision of government, 
including the Metropolitan Airport  Commission. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Of f i ce  of the S ta t e  Court Administrator. S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the unpublished da ta  except t ha t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary. 

MIplplBSOTA CONCILIATIOU COURT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

2 cour t s ;  municipal judges serve 
January 1. 1978 t o  Decextber 31, 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c iv i ld :  
Small claims: 

Conci l ia t ion  Court ............................................ - NfA N/A J4& 6,455 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A N/A NIA 6,455 

.................................................... 6,455 Grand t o t a l  N / A  W A  N /A 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 
N I A  = This case type is  handled by the court  but the  data a r e  unavailable.  

dCase de f in i t i on  or  un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted a t  the note of issi ’. 

Source: Unpublished da ta  provided by the  Office of the S ta t e  Court Administrator. S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the unpublished data except t ha t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary. 

MIplplBsoTb PROBATE COURT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

2 courts.  2 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

There were no data ava i lab le  fo r  cases handled i n  the  Probate Court f o r  1978. 
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MISSISSIPPI COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

_ _  
CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
30 ludges 
Jurisdiction 
-Civil actions over $200 

Bastardy 
- Felonies, misdemeanors 
Appeals de  novo o r  on  record 
Jury trials 

I 

CHANCERY COURT (20) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Equity,  divorce, alimony, probate, 

- Hears juvenile if  no  County  Cour t .  
Appeals de novo. 
Jury  trials. 

guardianship, mental commitments.  

Law I 

t Equity 
i 

COUNTY COURT (16) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $10,000. 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
-Juvenile.  

t 
If no  

County  
Cour t .  

FAMILY COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Delinquency and neglect. 

Jury trials of adults. 
Adult crimes against juveniles. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations. 
J u r y  trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (410) 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $500. 
- ,Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
Jury  trials. 

C o u r t  
of last 1 resort 

I 

I 
Cour ts  of 

general 
iurisdiction 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

iurisdiction 

Indicates route  of appeal t 
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MISSISSIPPI  SUP^ CouxTb 
C o u r t  of last  resort 

9c j u s t i c e s  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978  t o  December 31, 1978  

Cases:  
Appeals :  

C i v i l  ........................................................ X 
C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... X 

T o t n l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. Tfl 
Unspec ie i ed  c a s e s  ( d i s m i s s e d )  ................................ _- 

440 
216 

656 
__ _- 

453k X 
203k X 
120k -- 
776 4331 

Other  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  p roceed ings :  

O t h e r  p e t i t i o n s  ............................................ 3 1  118h 116 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 3 T i t +  116 
R e q u e s t s  t o  a p p e a l  ........................................... - 

5 

5 
~ 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 556f1 774 892 4381 

O t h e r  p roceed ings :  
Rehea r ing  r e q u e s t s :  

O the r  m a t t e r s :  
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e h e a r i n g  ...................................... 111 16Z1 

Motions ...................................................... 1 5 l  363h 

T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... 26 525 

162 

366h 

528 

11 

12 

23 

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  

W r i t t e n  Pe r  AfEirmed .......................................... 479 
o p i n i o n  cu r i am T o t a l  Reversed .......................................... 149 ~ _ _ _ _  

Appea l s  on t h e  merits ....... 381" 275 656 Aff i rmed i n  p a r t ,  r e v e r s e d  i n  p a r t  ................ 27 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e h e a r i n g  ..... 5 157 162 Aff i rmed on c o n d i t i o n  of r e m i t t i t u r  o r  a d d i t u r  .... 0 
Othe r  p e t i t i o n s  ............. 5 111 116 Dismissed ......................................... 120 
Motions1 .................... 1 485 486 Dismissed a f t e r  h e a r i n g  on t h e  m e r i t s  ............. 1 

T o t a l  ........................ 392 1,028 lm 

T i m e  i n t e r v a l  ( d a y s )  
__ A v e r a s  Range 

Record f i l e d  t o  submi t t ed  ............... 276 12- 455 
Submi t t ed  t o  d e c i s i o n  ................... 30 5- 245 

Judgment i n  lower c o u r t  t o  d e c i s i o n  ..... 473 36-1,067 
Record f i l e d  t o  d e c i s i o n  ................ 306 27- 877 /' 

Bold face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank s p a c e  = Not enough i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  known. The c a s e  c a t e g o r y  may OK may no t  be hand led  by t h e  c o u r t .  
X = The d a t a  € O K  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

b i > a r t i c u l a r  Court  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system i n f o r m a t i o n :  

C.ludge i n f o r m a t i o n :  
Commencing J a n u a r y  6 ,  1975, t h e  c o u r t  began s i t t i n g  i n  3 d i v i s i o n s  o f  3 j udges  each ,  w i t h  judges  a l t e r n a t i n g  among t h e  d i v i s i o n s .  

Between August 1,  1976 and December 31 ,  1978,  Chancery Court  and C i r c u i t  Cour t  j udges  were a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  as temporary 
commissioners  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  c o u r t .  The a u t h o r i z a t i o n  was r e p e a l e d  by i t s  own terms on December 31, 1978. During t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  was i n  f o r c e ,  28 t r i a l  j udges  se rved  as temporary commissioners .  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does no t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

h F i g u r e  was computed: 
E e g i n n h g  pending f i g u r e  f o r  a p p e a l s  was based on i n t e r n a l  a u d i t  conducted d u r i n g  1978. 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l e d ,  d i s p o s e d ,  and end pending d a t a .  
The f i l i n g  f i g u r e s  were computed from d i sposed  and pending d a t a .  
The number of motions d i sposed  was computed by s u b t r a c t i n g  t h e  number of d i smis sed  appeals from t h e  t o t a l  number of motions g i v e n  as 

d i s p o s e d  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  
j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  

Pending E igures  i n c l u d e  bo th  c a s e s  pending i n  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and c a s e s  a l r e a d y  a s s i g n e d  t o  judges .  
Da ta  f o r  mot ions  d i s p o s e d  in t h e  manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  t a b l e  i n c l u d e s  120 u n s p e c i f i e d  a p p e a l s  c a s e s  which were d i s m i s s e d .  

Commissioners hand led  101 of t h e  656 c a s e s  d i s p o s e d  on t he  merits. 
Cases  d i s p o s e d  by d i s m i s s a l  a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  c i v i l  and criminal a p p e a l s  f i l i n g s ,  bu t  a c i v i l / c r i m i n a l  breakdown f o r  c a s e s  d i smis sed  i s  

4 4 d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t  ion :  

n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  
l S p e c i a 1  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

4 1 1  beg inn ing  pending f i g u r e s ,  t h e  end pending a p p e a l s  f i g u r e ,  and p e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e h e a r i n g  f i l e d  f i g u r e s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  

Beginning pending a p p e a l s  f i g u r e s ,  f o r  o t h e r  c a s e s  were t aken  f r o n  t h e  1977 a n n u a l  r e p o r t  where they are g iven  a s  end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  
c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  The beg inn iog  pending a p p e a l s  f i g u r e  was based on a n  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t  conducted d u r i n g  1978.  

t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r .  
W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

OE t h e  381 m a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n s  d e c i d i n g  c a s e s  on t h e  m e r i t s ,  291  were pub l i shed  and 90 were  unpub l i shed .  The re  were a l s o  18 c o n c u r r i n g  OK 

d i s s e n t i n g  o p i n i o n s  w r i t t e n .  

Source:  E x e c u t i v e  A s s i s t a n t ,  Supreme Cour t ,  1 2 t h  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t  1977 and 1 3 t h  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t  1978 ( Jackson ,  
X i s s i s s i p p i ) .  Sources  of c a s e  d a t a  are a v a i l a b l e .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where 
n e c e s s a r y ,  and c o r r e c t i o n s  were made by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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MISSISSIPPI CIRCUIT COURTi 
Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 circuit  d i s t r i c t s ,  30 j udges  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 to  December 31. 1978  - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l d :  -_ - - - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 13,764i NIA N/A 

Criminald:  
I_ __ - __ 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N/A 8 ,0821 N/A NIA 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N/A 21,846i NJA N/A 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  T h i s  case type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t  but  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of i nd ic tmen t s .  

No d a t a  were r ece ived  from t h e  c o u r t  i n  Tishomingo County, District 1, f o r  t h e  months of November and December. 
iData are no t  complete:  

Source :  M i s s i s s i p p i  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ,  F i r s t  Annual Report  (Jackson,  M i s s i s s i p p i :  1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

MISSISSIPPI IXANCEEP COuBTi 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 chance ry  districts. 36 j udges  
January 1. 1978 to  December 31, 1978 

_I 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l &  __ - __ - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 43,6271 N/A N I A  

Juvenile: - ___ __ - 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N/A N I A  N/A N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 43,6271 N / A  N I A  

BoldEace head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This  c a s e  type  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  data are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  

i D a t a  a r e  not  complete:  

The Chancery Court  hand les  j u v e n i l e  c a s e s  i n  66 of t he  s ta te 's  82 c o u n t i e s .  No j u v e n i l e  d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e .  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  

No d a t a  were rece ived  €rom t h e  c o u r t  i n  Tishomingo County, Dis t r ic t  1, f o r  t h e  months of Oc tobe r ,  November, o r  December. 
The grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f i g u r e  does not  i n c l u d e  j u v e n i l e  d a t a .  

Source:  X i s s i s s i p p i  J u d i c i a l  Counc i l ,  F i r s t  Annual Report  ( J ackson ,  M i s s i s s i p p i :  1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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lIISSISSIPP1 COUNTY COuETi 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

16  cour t s ,  20 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

ciVi1d: - - - 

..................................................... Tota l  c i v i l  NfA 16,618 N I A  N/A 

Cr i r ina ld :  - __ - 

Tota l  c r imina l  N/A 2,635 NIA N/A .................................................. 
Juvenile:  - - - 

................................................. Tota l  juveni le  N I A  N /A NfA NIA 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N / A  19,2531 N/A N I A  

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l aaa i f i ca t iona  used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the  court  but the data are unavailable.  

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint. 
The criminal case un i t  of count is the  number of indictments. 

Grand t o t a l  f i l i n g  f igure  does not include any juveni le  case data. 
iData are not complete: 

Source: Miss i ss ippi  Jud ic i a l  Council, F i r s t  Annual Report, (Jackson. Mississippi:  1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repor t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have bee0 computed where necessary. 

MISSISSIPPI JUSTICE ODUBT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

410 cour t s  
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were no data ava i lab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  J u s t i c e  Court i n  1978. 

MISSISSIPPI FAMILY OUBT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

1 c a r t  
January 1. 1978 t o  D e e e n b e r  31, 1978 

There were no data  ava i lab le  fo r  cases handled i n  the Family Court fo r  1978. 

MISSISSIPPI MUNICIPAL a)UBT 
Court of M t e d  ju r i sd i c t ion  

January 1. 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

There were no data  ava i lab le  fo r  cases handled i n  the Municipal Court f o r  1978. 

-50 cour t s  

- 
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MISSOURI COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

___ 
SUPREME COURT 
7 justices, 4 commissioners 
Jurisdiction 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in 

cases involving constitution, treatv, 
o r  statute,  revenue laws, title of 
Officer of State, death penalty or 
life imprisonment 

- Hear and determine remedial writs 
- General superintending control over 

all inferior courts 

1 COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
22 judges 
- Appellate jurisdiction not exclusively 

- Hear and determine remedial writs.  
designated in Supreme Court. 

1 Death penalty. 

Life imprisonment 
Constitution, 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS ( 2 )  
circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- All civil actions in Hannibal and 

Cape Girardeau, domestic relations 
in Hannibal. 

- Felonies, misdemeanors in Hannibal. 
-Juvenile.  

Jury trials. 

CIRCUIT COURT (43) 
116 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $50, domestic 

- Felony, misdemeanor. 
- Juvenile. 
- Superintending control over the 

Magistrate and Probate Courts.  
Appeals on the  record and de novo. 

Jury  trials. 

relations, guardianship. 

t 
Mason, Miller 
Townships to  

Hannibal. 

MAGISTRATE COURT (129) 
55 judges serve only as 
magistrate judges 
91 iudges serve as both probate 
and magistrate iudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000. A few 

couTts handle small claims; most 
handle landlord-tenant. 

$1,000. sentence less than 1 year).  
Felony preliminaries. 

- Traffic, misdemeanors (fine less than 

lurv trials 

treaty 
Rever 
Title c 

of 

atute. 
laws. 
fficer 
te. 

I 

ST. LOUIS COURT OF 
CRIMINAL CORRECTION 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors, traffic, felony 

No jury trials. 

preliminaries. 

St .  Louis 
~~ 

PROBATE COURT (115) 
24 judges serve only as probate judges 
91 judges serve as both probate and 
magistrate judge4 
jurisdiction 
- Exclusive original jurisdiction over al 

probate and mental committment 
matters 

MUNICIPAL AND POLICE 
COURT (5 500) 
2 5 0 0  judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over city 

ordinance violations (fine less than 
$500, sentence less than 6 months.)  

Cour t  
of last 
resort ! 

Intermediate appellate 

court  

Cour ts  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

- ~~ 

Indicates route  of appeal t 



MISSOWI s u m  COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices, 4 commissioners 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
civil ........................................................ 
Total appeals ................................................. CriIdIId ..................................................... 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
Prohibition .............................................. 
Quo warranto ............................................. 
Retirement ............................................... 
Other writs .............................................. 
Total ..................................................... 
DfSCipliMry matter: 
Disbarment ............................................... 
Reinstatement ............................................ 
Total ..................................................... 
Total ...................................................... 
Application to transfer .................................... 

Total other cases ............................................. 
Requests to appeal: 

X 
X 

110 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

E2 

- 

1201 
2 1  

155 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

460 

~ 

135 
48 
18 3 
- 

71 
33 
60 
1 
0 
11 
176 

5 
3 
8 

184 

309 

493 

- 

X 
X 
82 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

49 

- 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 
Motions for rehearing .......................................... 
Other matters: 
Motion activity .............................................. 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

192 615 676 131 

7 57 57k 7 

30 273k 262 41 

37 330 319 48 

- - 

Manner of disposition 

Appeals 
Civil Criminal Total - _ _ _ -  

Written opinion ............ 84 25 109 
Dismissal .................. 16 1 17 
Transfer without opinion ... 29 19 48 
By order ................... 6 3 9 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

kAddi tional information: 
Two rehearing requests were sustained; 55 were denied. 
The 273 motions filed do not include motions for permission to file writs, which were included in this figure prior t o  1977. 

The clerk of the court supplied the breakdown for civil and criminal appeals filed during data verification. 
lSpecia1 source or revision in the data: 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Judicial Department of Missouri Annual Statistical Report 1978 (Jefferson City, Missouri). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was provided by 
the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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MISSOURI COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 districts, 22 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
Civil ........................................................ 1,244 
Crfnfnal ..................................................... __ 675 
Total appeals ................................................. 1,919 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ............................................ X 

Qua warranto ............................................. X 
Total ..................................................... X 

Mandamus ................................................. X 
Prohibition .............................................. X 

Requests to appeal: 
Certiorari ................................................. X - 

Total other cases ............................................. 47 

1,207 
688 

1,895 

76 
94 

187 
0 

357 

3 
360 

___ 

1,141 1,312 
620 741 

1,761 2,053 
___ 

X 
357 

~ 

X 
50 

___ 

Total cases ..................................................... 1,966 2,255 2,118 2,103 

Manner of disposition 

Civil Criminal Total Writs Total - _ _ _ - - -  
Written opinion ........ 553 428 981 31 1,012 
Dismissal .............. 576 165 741 -- 741 
Consolidation .......... 0 24 24 -- 24 
Transfer without 
opinion .............. 12 3 15 -- 15 .................. -_ 64 64 Order ................. 262 262 Denied 

-- __ __ -- __ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Judicial Department of Missouri Annual Statistical Report 1978 (Jefferson City, Missouri) 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MISSOUBI CIRCUIT COURT AND alURT OF COHHON PLEAS 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  jurisdiction 

43 circuits. 116 judges; 2 courts, circuit judges s e r v e  
J u l y  1. 1977 to J u n e  30. 1978  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Tor t :  

O t h e r  tort: 
P e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  ............................................ 

Dmes tic r e l a t i o n s  : 
Harriage d i s s o l u t i o n :  

D i s s o l u t i o n  ................................................ 
Modify d i v o r c e  d e c r e e s  ..................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Appeal  ......................................................... 
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  W i t :  

P roceed ing  under  Ru le  27.26 .................................. 
O t h e r  civil .................................................... 

T o t a l  civilj .................................................... 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
. x  - 

68.454f 

Criminald:  
Fe lony  ......................................................... X 
Misdemeanor .................................................... X 
Appeal  ......................................................... X __ 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l j . .  ................................................ 9,559f 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X - 

79,578 

X 
X 
X 

19,020 

~ 

7,674 

33,581 

37,404 
3, 823 

( j )  

332 
31,953 - 
77.363 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X - 

70.6398 

13.931 X 
4 ,399 z 
(i) - X 

18,330 10,249k 

J u v e n i l e  : - 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 9,410f 18,563 18,054 9,919 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 87,423f 117,161 113,747 90,8078 

J u r y  

Other tort  .................... x 
- civil: 

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  .......... X 

O t h e r  d v i l  ................... X 
T o t a l  .......................... X 

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  W i t  ............ X 

C r i m i n a l :  
Fe lony  ........................ 982 
Misdemeanor ................... 21 

T o t a l  .......................... 1,003 
Grand t o t a l  ..................... X 

Non- j u r y  

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1 ,780 
1,041 

X 
2,821 

T o t a l  

710 
9,810 

147 
7,500 

18,167 

2,762 
1,062 
3,824 

21,991 

- 
C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Felony Misdemeanor Total 

Nol le  p rosequ i  ............ 1 , 2 3 1  1,632 2,863 
G u i l t y  p l e a  ............... 8,047 1 ,533  9 ,580  

Dismissed ................. 1 ,891  172 2,063 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is the  number of i n fo rma t ions  o r  i n d i c t m e n t s .  A f i l i n g  may i n v o l v e  m u l t i p l e  de fendan t s .  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does not  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  
F i g u r e s  are a s  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

gChange i n  pending does  no t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
F i g u r e s  are as g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  
Data f o r  c i v i l  a p p e a l  and crimioal a p p e a l  case d i s p o s i t i o n s  are inc luded  i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  case ca t egory .  
The re  were 2,221 a p p e a l s  from munic ipa l  c o u r t s  and 774 o t h e r  a p p e a l s  o r  changes i n  venue cases d i sposed .  

Source :  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  J u d i c i a l  Department of  Missour i  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t  1978 ( J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  Missour i ) .  
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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ST. LOUIS COURT OF CRININAL COBBKCTIOP, NLSSOUBI 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  2 j udges  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978 

p__? 

End 
pending, 

F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Criminald:  
Misdemeaoor .................................................... N / A  
P r e l i m i n a r y  hea r ing :  

F e l o n i e s  ..................................................... N/A - 
X X N/A 

3,566 2,832 N/A 
.................................................. T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  NIB 3,56bi 2 ,8321 N I A  

T r a f f i c :  ___ - - __ 
.................................................. X X T o t a l  t r a f f i c  N / A  NIA 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N/A 20,853 14 ,401  N/A 

Bold face  headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  chis case  type are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

dCase d e E i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  compla in t s .  A f i l i n g  may invo lve  m u l t i p l e  de fendan t s .  
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  complet ion.  

T o t a l  criminal f i l e d  and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  f e l o n y  cases only.  
iData are not  complete:  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  J u d i c i a l  Department of Missour i  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  1978 ( J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  Missour i ) .  
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

MISSOURI MAGISTBATB COURT 

129 c o u r t s ;  55 j u d g e s  serve only  as m a g i s t r a t e s ,  
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

91 j udges  serve as b o t h  p r o b a t e  and m a g i s t r a t e  j udges  
J u l y  1, 1977 to  J u n e  30. 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law ............................................................ N / A  84,460 71,152 NIA 
Smal l  chinas ................................................... NIA 11 ,745  9,728 N/A 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N / A  96,205 80,880 N / A  

__ 

Criminald:  
Misdemeanor .................................................... N/A X X NIA 
P r e l i m i n a r y  hea r ing :  

F e l o n y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........................................ N / A  22,977 19,223 N/A 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N / A  22,9773. 19,223i NIA 

- - 

T r a f f i c :  ___ 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A X X N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 464,470 405,379 N/A 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N J A  = T h i s  c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of in fo rma t ions  o r  i nd ic tmen t s .  A f i l i n g  may invo lve  m u l t i p l e  de fendan t s .  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  f i l e d  and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  do not i n c l u d e  misdemeanor cases .  They cou ld  no t  be s e p a r a t e d  from t r a f f i c  d a t a .  A l l  c a t e g o r i e s  
bats a r e  no t  complete:  

a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  grand t o t a l  d a t a .  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  J u d i c i a l  Department of Missour i  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  1978 ( J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  Missour i ) .  
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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MISSOURI PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

91 serve as both probate and magistrate judges 
July 1. 1977 to June 30, 1978 

115 courts: 24 judges serve only as probate judges; 

- 
End 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Civild: 
Estate: 
Probatelrillslintestate: 

Guardianshiplconsematorshipltrusteeship: 
Decedent's estates with letters ........................... N/A 

Incompetant and juvenile estates .......................... N/A 
Total ........................................................ N/A - 

8,525 

2,577 
11,102 - 

7,536 

2,088 
9,624 - 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Total civil .................................................... N/A 11,102 9,625 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 11,102 9,624 N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report 1978 (Jefferson City, Missouri). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

HISSOLIRI MUNICIPAL AND rnmx COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
~ 5 0 0  courts, W 5 0 0  judges 
July 1. 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1978. 

- 
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MONTANA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in all cases. 

DISTRICT COURT (19) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $50, probate. 
- Felony, misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials 

1 

JUSTICE COURT 
93 judges 
]urisdiction: 
- Contract and damage actions under 

$1,500. 
- Assaults, thefts under $150. Mis- 

demeanors with fine less than $500 
or imprisonment less than 6 months. 
Preliminary hearings. 

Six-man jury trials. 

. 
CITY COURT 
106 judges 
Iurisdiction: 
- Contract and damage actions under 

$1,500 
- Assaults, thefts under $150. Mis- 

demeanors (fine less than $500 
or imprisonment less than 6 months).  
City or town ordinance violations. 
Preliminary hearings 

Six-man jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
160 judges 
lurisdiction: 
- Contract and damage actions under 

- Assaults, thefts under $150. 
- Misdemeanors with fine less than $500 

o r  imprisonment less than 6 months. 
Preliminary hearings. 

$1,500. 

Six-man jury trials. 

1 Court  
of last 
resort 

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 1 
Courts of 

limited 
jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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MONTANA suPF3BW COWT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1918 

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals  : ......................................................... C i v i l  N/A 294 X Nf A 

.................................................. X T o t a l  a p p e a l s  NfA 368 N / A  
...................................................... C r i m i n a l  - NfA - 74 - X N/A 

d t h e r  cases :  
O r i g i n a l  p roceed ings  ......................................... NfA 
Beques t s  t o  a p p e a l  ............................................ 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases .............................................. NfA 
__ 

149 

149 
- - 

X 

X 
- 

N/A 

N/A 
- 

...................................................... T o t a l  cases NfA 517 475 NIA 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  ............... 269 
Den ia l  o r  d i s m i s s a l  ........... 182 
Othe r  manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  ... 24 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  = Not enough i n f o r m a t i o n  is known. The case c a t e g o r y  may o r  may not  be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
NfA = This  c a s e  t y p e  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  were u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = Data f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

Source:  Montana Supreme Cour t ,  1978 Annual Report  (Helena,  Montana: 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are Lrom the  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  were 
computed where necessa ry .  
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MDNTANA DISTRICT a3URTb 
Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 9  d i s t r i c t s ,  29 judges 
July 1, 1977 to  June 30, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

C i v i l d  : 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Adoption: 
New cases .................................................. 
Reopened cases  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Other  domestic r e l a t t o m :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s ] :  
New cases  ................................................ 
Reopened cases  ........................................... 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

E s t a t e :  
0 ther ea ta te  : 

Pro ba t e1 ................................................... 
Mental hea l th :  

I n s a n i t y j :  
New cases  .................................................. 
Reopened cases  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Other c i v i l :  

General c i v i i j :  
lew cases  .................................................. 
Reopened cases  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

N / A  
N l A  
N/A 

786 
3 

789 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

I 

N/ A 

N/A 
NIA 

N/A 

X 
X 

685 

7,693 
534 

8,227 
9,016 

X 
X 

6,786 
7,471 

NIA 3,704 2,497 N/A 

N/A 
NJA 
NIA 

372 
5 

377 

X 
X 

291 

N / A  
N/A 
N/A 

11,654 
304 

11,958 

25,055 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

X 
X 

9,766 

20,025 

Criminald: 
Other  criminal: 

Criminal j : 
New cases  ................... 
Reopened cases  .............. 

Tota l  ........................ 
NI A 
N / A  

N/A 
N/ A 

2,550 
292 

2,842 

2,842 

X 
X 

2,442 

2,442 

.............................. .............................. .............................. 
Tota l  c r imina l  .................................................. 

J u v e n i l e  : 
Other  juvenile:  

Juveni le1  : 
New cases  .................................................. N j A  
Reopened cases  ............................................. N I A  

T o t a l  ....................................................... N / A  

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N / A  

- 
1,276 

105 
1,381 

1,381 

- 
N / A  
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  

X 
X 

1,005 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 29,278 23,472 N/A 

C i v i l  d i spos i t ionsm C r i m i n a l  d i spos i t ionsm Time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  (average  days) 
Time t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  

POK defendant .............. 331 G u i l t y  p lea  ................. 1,465 Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  .............. .............. 38 For p l a i n t i f f  3,807 Gui l ty  v e r d i c t  122 Adoption .............................. 
Dismissed 2,814 Acquitted 49 Other domestic relations 106 
Defaul t  5,628 Dismissed 488 Mental h e a l t h  20 ............ ..................... 414 Change of venue 331 Defaul t  5 E s t a t e  

Change of venue ............. 7 Other c i v i l  ............................. 151 
Other and not known ......... 306 C r i m i n a l  ................................ 121 

J u v e n i l e  ................................ 76 
T o t a l  .................................... 153 

.................. ................... .............. .................... ................... ........................... .................................. 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
I / A  = Tbis case  type is  handled by the  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  were unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known to  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  
% a r t i c u l a r  Court o r  r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion:  

A l l  f i l i n g  f i g u r e s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  "new cases"  a r e  based on a c t u a l  case  counts.  
A l l  f i l i n g  f i g u r e s  c l a s s i f i e d  as "reopened cases"  a r e  e s t i m a t e s  based on s t a t i s t i c a l  e x t r a p o l a t i o n  from a 14-county sample. A l l  d i s p o s i t i o n  

f i g u r e s  a r e  a l s o  e s t i m a t e s  based on t h e  14-county sample. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  

C i v i l  case  is counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is  t h e  number of defendants on t h e  informat ion ,  indictment or complaint.  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  cases  inc lude  marriage dissolution, i n v a l i d  marriage,  l e g a l  s e p a r a t i o n ,  URESA (outgoing and incoming), and p a t e r n i t y .  
Probate  cases  inc lude  formal and informal probare,  supervised probate ,  g u a r d i a m h i p ,  conserva torsh ip ,  and t r u s t .  
I n s a n i t y  cases  inc lude  menta l ly  ill and i n e b r i a t i o n  (commitments). 
General c i v i l  cases  inc lude  personal  i n j u r y ,  property damage, condemnation, l i e n ,  f o r e c l o s u r e ,  e v i c t i o n ,  p a r t i t i o n ,  q u i e t  t i t l e ,  a g r e m e n t  

s u i t s ,  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  d e c l a r a t o r y  judgments, c e r t i f i c a t e  of amount due, warrant of d i s t r a i n t ,  a b s t r a c t  of judgment, t r a n s c r i p t  of judgment, 
mandamus, habeas corpus,  h a b i t u a l  t r a f f i c  o f f e n d e r ,  n o t e ,  wage claim, amount due, unlawful d e t a i n e r ,  zoning, taxes ,  and water  r i g h t s .  

gExplanation of d a t a  inc luded  i n  the category: 

Criminal cases  inc lude  f e l o n i e s ,  high misdemeanors, e x t r a d i t i o n s ,  and crininal appeals. 
J u v e n i l e  cases  inc lude  youth i n  need of c a r e  ( Y I N C )  and youth i n  need of superv is ion  (YINS). 

A l l  da ta  given f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  types  a r e  estimates based on percentages g iven  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  
C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  informat ion  g iven  is f o r  domestic r e l a t i o n s  and o t h e r  d v i l  caaes  only. 

"Information on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source: Montana Supreme Court ,  1978 Annual Report (Helena, Montana: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  were 
computed where necessary.  
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MONTAUA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

93 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court for fiscal year 1978. 

MONTANA CIm COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

106 judges 
July 1. 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the City Court for fiscal year 1978. 

MONTANA MINICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

160 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled i n  the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1978. 
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NEBRASKA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals f rom District, Juvenile, and  

Workmen's Compensation Cour ts .  
- Original jurisdiction in cases relating 

to  revenue and in civil cases in which 
the state is a party.  

I 

DISTRICT COURT (21) 1 
45 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil excluding 

small claims and probate. Domestic 
relations. 

- General jurisdiction in criminal. 
Appeals de  novo on  the record in civi1.t 
Appeals on  the  record in criminal. 

Jury trials 

SEPARATE JUVENILE 
COURT(3) 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All juvenile matters in Douglas, 
Lancaster, and Sarpy Counties.  

J 
COUNTY COURT (21) 
43 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, probate, 

guardianship, adoptions, eminent 
domain. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic, municipal 
ordinance violations, felony 
preliminaries. 

- Juvenile except in Douglas and 
Lancaster Counties.  

J u r y  trials. 

Indicates route  of appeal f 

WORKMEN'S 1 
COMPENSATION COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in claims for 

workmen's compensation benefits. 

C o u r t  
of last 
resort  1 

C o u r t  of 
general 

jurisdiction I 
I 

MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
1 3  judges 
[urisdiction: 
- In Omaha and Lincoln. 
~ Civil cases under  $5,000. 
- Municipal ordinance violations, 

Jury  trials in civil and state law cases. 

misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

tIn Nebraska, "de novo on  the record"means that the court  may make a n  independent determination of the  facts 
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NEBRASKA SUPREME COURT 
Cour t  of last resort 

7 j u s t i c e s  
September 1, 1977 t o  August 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
- pending 

Cases:  
Appea1s:j 

C i v i l :  

Cr imina l :  
C i v i l  case  c a t e g o r i e s  ...................................... 
D i r e c t  c r i m i n a l  appea l  ..................................... 
Other c r i m i n a l  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  ............................................. 
Workmen's compensation ..................................... 
P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission .................................. 
Court of I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  .............................. 
Other a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ....................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
U n c l a s s i f i e d  ............................................... 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................... 

P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy: 

Appeals of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency cases: 

Other  appea ls :  

Other c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings  ......................................... 
Reques ts  to  a p p e a l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

228f 

161 
7 

168f 

15  

8 
2 
6 

11 
27 

, o  
4 3 8 3  

(1) 
NJA 

(j) 

327 

216 
13 

229 

25 

13 
5 
9 

37 
64 

1 
6 4 6 j  

(j) 
N/A 

( j )  

292 

265 
16 

281 

21 

11 
3 
7 

15  
36 

1 
6 3 1 j  

(j) 
N/A 
(j) 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 4381 6461 631i 465gi 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

C i v i l  Cr imina l  P o s t c o n v i e t i a n  agency Other  T o t a l  -___ 
Writ ten  opin ion  ........... 210 113 9 22 0 354 

Boldface  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  - This c a s e  type is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year:  

gChange i n  pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

iData a r e  not complete: 

F igures  a r e  as given i n  t h e  unpublished d a t a .  

End pending f i g u r e s  were a d j u s t e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of an  a u d i t  conducted dur ing  September 1978. 

Reques ts  to a p p e a l  a r e  not counted s t a t i s t i c a l l y  by t h e  Supreme Court;  t h e  f i g u r e s  presented  f o r  a p p e a l s  a r e  cases  docketed. There a r e  a 
number of cases  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  r e f u s e s  t o  hear .  These d i s c r e t i o n a r y  c a s e s ,  when leave  t o  docket is denied, could be cons idered  processed 
by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  they a r e  not docketed o r  repor ted  s t a t i s t i c a l l y .  As a r e s u l t ,  request to  appeal c a s e s  a r e  not included i n  t h e  t o t a l  
c a s e s  f i g u r e s  g iven  i n  t h e  c h a r t .  

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings  a r e  included wi th  t h e  a p p e a l s  d a t a .  There a r e  a minimal number of o r i g i n a l  proceedings handled by t h e  c m r t .  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor ,  The Cour ts  of Nebraska 1978 (Lincoln,  Nebraska),  and unpublished d a t a  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c l e r k  of 
t h e  c o u r t .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  and unpublished d a t a  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and 
r e v i s i o n s  were made dur ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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NEBRASKA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

21 districts. 45 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31. 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed3 Disposed 

Civild: 
Domestic relations ............................................. 4,1291 
Appeal ......................................................... (j) 
Other civil .................................................... 4,3441 

14,230 

7,042 
(j) 
- 

14,524 

Total civil1 .................................................... 8,4731 21,272 21,403 8,342I 

Criminal& 
Felony: 
Criminalj .................................................... 1,0901 3,918 4,091 9171 

Appeal ......................................................... 1,2661 2,2531 1,5201 1,9991 

Total criminal .................................................. 2,3561 6,171 5,611 2,9161 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... 10,8291 27,443 27,014 11,2581 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition o r  complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

Filed figures include the number of reopened cases placed before the District Court. 
Cases that are listed as criminal appeals include both civil and criminal appeals. Statement i n  the annual report indicates that more 

Criminal case8 may include a few misdemeanor cases. 

Pending data were provided by the office of the state court administrator during data verification. 

jExplanntion of data included in the category: 

than half were criminal appeals. 

1Special source or  revision in data: 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1978 (Lincoln, Nebraska), and unpublished data supplied by the office 
of the state court administrator. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed 
where necessary, and additions and corrections were supplied by the state court administrative office during verification. 
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NEBRASKA COUNTY COURT 
Court Of H d t e d  jurisdiction 

21 districts. 43 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31. 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Law: 
Civil ........................................................ 

Small claims ................................................... 
Real property rights: 
Eminent domain ............................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Guardiaoship/conseI-?atorship/trusteeship: 

DOmestic relations: 

Estate: 

Probate and inheritance tax ................................ 
Guardianship and conservatorship ........................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
CKimiIldd: 
Yisdemeanor: 

Ordinance violation: 

Prelininary hearing: 

Misdemeanor statute .......................................... 
Ordinance non-traffic ........................................ 
Felony ....................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic : 
Other traffic violations 
Statute traffic .............................................. 
Ordinance traffic ............................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

8,997l 
1,8671 

67l 

2181 

12,046l 

9,9201 
21,9661 

33,1151 

13,754l 

1,3121 

4,8231 

19,8891 

10,3291 
3,6291 
13,958l 

13,958l 

- 
1,073l 

9,045 
10,033 

191 

1,274 

8,972 

1,893 
10,865 

31,408 

32,723 

8,304 

4,249 

45,276 

164,377 
38,922 
203,299 

203,299 

2,950 

8,562 
9,961 

182 

1,265 

8,545 

1,645 
10,1901 

30,160 

31,871 

8,373 

4,091 

44,335 

161,961 

199,406 

199.406 

37,445 

3,009 

9,4801 
1,9391 

76l 

2271 

12,473l 

10,1681 
22,6411 

34,3631 

14,606l 

1,2431 

4,9811 

20,8301 

12,7451 
5,106 
17,8511 

17,8511 

1,0141 

Grand total ...................................................... 68,0351 282,933 276,910 74,0581 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. Two defendants charged on a single complaint 
count as one case, unless cases are separated for trial. One defendant with two charges on a single complaint is one case, unless the 
charges are tried separately. 

lSpecia1 source or revision in data: 
Pending figures were provided by the office of the state court administrator. The guardianship and conservatorship cases disposed figure 
was revised during data verification. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1978 (Lincoln, Nebraska) and unpublished data provided by the office of 
the state court administrator. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where 
necessary, and revisions were made by the state court administrative office during data verification. 
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NEBRASKA t4UNICIPAL COURTa 

C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
2 b c o u r t s .  13 judges 

J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 7 8  t o  December 31, 1 9 7 8  - 
End 

pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed 
Beginning 

pend ing  

C iv i l&  
Law: 

C i v i l / s m a l l  claims ........................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Cr imina ld  : 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

18,267 N/A 
18,267 N/A 

__ 
X N/A 

- 
X N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N / A  135,350 N/A N / A  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  c a s e  type  is hand led  by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  t y p e  a r e  known t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  b u t  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by Ca tegory .  

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system i n f o r m a t i o n :  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  

Munic ipa l  C o u r t s  have e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  of l o c a l  o rd inances .  

The two H u n i c i p a l  C o u r t s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  Omaha and L inco ln .  

A civil case is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  i s  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  or compla in t .  

Source :  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  The C o u r t s  of Nebraska 1978 (L inco ln ,  Nebraska) .  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  

NEBRASKA SEPARATE JUVENILE COURT 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3b c o u r t s ,  4 judges 
J a n u a r y  1. 1 9 7 8  t o  December 31, 1 9 7 8  

Beginning 
pending 

- - 
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed 

J u v e n i l e  : 

.................................................. T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  N / A  1 ,727 N/A N/A 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N / A  1 ,727 N / A  N/A 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  c a s e  t y p e  is hand led  by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  sys t em i n f o r m a t i o n :  
The re  a r e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  J u v e n i l e  C o u r t s  i n  Nebraska,  l o c a t e d  i n  Douglas  County,  L a n c a s t e r  County,  and Sa rpy  County. The J u v e n i l e  Cour t  i n  

Sarpy County began o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Februa ry ,  1977. 

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  The C o u r t s  of Nebraska 1978 ( L i n c o l n ,  Nebraska) .  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  
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NEBRASKA WBg31BN'S COWPENSATION COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 5 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
Disposedk pending Filed Beginning 

pending 

Child: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Disputed claims ........................................... N/A 796 N/A N/A 

.................................................... Total civil NIA 796 NfA NIA 
~ ~~ 

..................................................... Grand total N/A 796k NfA NlA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

kAdditional information: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

There were 855 original and settlement hearings, 144 rehearings held and settled, and 13 cases appealed to the Supreme Court. The number 
of cases disposed is unknown. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1978 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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54 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $300 except 

-Misdemeanors with fine under $500 
title realty or mining claim. 

andlor sentences under 6 months. 

NEVADA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil when less than 8300and inciden 

to a criminal case and the plaintiff 
is the city. 

- Municipal ordinance violations. 
- Municipal ordinances, misdemeanors 

with fine under $500 andlor sentence 
under 6 months. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over equity, law 

(over $300), and all other civil not 
given to a lower court, and questions 
of law in criminal cases of District 
Court. 

- Certiorari review of cases originating 
in Justice and Municipal Courts and 
appealed to District Court .  

~~ 

DISTRICT COURT (9)  
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity, law, 

- Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater 
probate, mentally ill. 

than $500. sentencegreater than 
6 months.) 

-Juvenile, adults in relation to juveniles 
Appeals are trial de novo. 
Jury trials. 

Court  
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

Jurisdiction 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
'Nine justices of the peace also serve as Municipal Court iudges 



NEVADA SUP= OOUBT 
Cour t  of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1978 to December 31. 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

E d  
pending  

F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

c i v i l  ........................................................ X 
Cr imina l  X 

P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  ............................................... X 
R e i n s t a t e d  ................................................... X 

T o t a l  ......................................................... X 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................... X 

..................................................... 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy: 

- 

Other  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  p r i s i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ................................................ 
Quo warranfo ............................................... 
C e r t i o r a r i J  ................................................. 
Except ions  ................................................. 
Motions .................................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Bar ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Reques ts  t o  appea l  ............................................. 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  ............................................... 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  matters: 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
- 

252 X 
5481 X 

241 X 
12 X 
36 X 

836 X 
- 

18 
33 
30 

0 
8 
8 

60 
157 

38 
195 

9 
__ 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
- 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 467f 1 ,031  831 667 

Other  proceedings: 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 11 781 2 1  6 1  

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 11 781 731 6 1  

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Wri t ten  opin ion  .......... 22gm 
Consol ida ted  ............. 8 
Dismissed by order  ....... 596 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s 1  

Affirmed .................. 145 
Reversed .................. 50 
Affirmed i n  p a r t  .......... 18 
Writs granted  ............. 4 
Writs denied  .............. 8 
Other  ..................... 6 

S t a t u s  of pending c a s e s  (12/31/78) 

Se t  o r  ass igned  ........... 512 
Under submission .......... 93 
Other ..................... 62 

- 
Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank s p a c e  = Not enough informat ion  i s  known. The ca tegory  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year:  
Data i s  as repor ted  by t h e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e .  F igures  were r e v i s e d  based on t h e  r e s u l t s  of a phys ica l  inventory  performed dur ing  

t h e  year .  
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  the  ca tegory :  

Inc luded  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  f i l e d  f i g u r e  a r e  341 p r e t r i a l  habeas corpus  appea ls .  They a r e  d i r e c t  appea ls  t o  t h i s  c o u r t  from t h e  

C e r t i o r a r i  c a s e s  i n  t h i s  Court a r e  o r i g i n a l  proceedings f o r  review. 

F igures  f o r  o t h e r  proceedings,  d i s p o s i t i o n  of appea ls .  and o t h e r  c o r r e c t i o n s  were suppl ied  by t h e  c l e r k  of c o u r t  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Wri t ten  o p i n i o n  i n c l u d e s  both s igned  and per curiam opin ions .  Two of the  w r i t t e n  opin ions  d i d  not d i spose  of c a s e s .  

g r a n t i n g  o r  d e n i a l  of o r i g i n a l  habeas proceedings i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Courts.  

l S p e c i a 1  source  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

mInformat ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Courts.  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have 
been computed where necessary ,  and a d d i t i o n s  and c o r r e c t i o n s  were suppl ied  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c o u r t  dur ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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NEVADA DISTBICT COlTBTi 
Court  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

9 d i s t r i c t s ,  25C judges 
January  1. 1978 to  December 31. 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Lav: 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  
C i v i l  a c t i o n s  ................................................ 
Marriage d isso lu t ion :  

Divorce a c t i o n s  ............................................ 
Supportlcustody: 

Reciproca l  ................................................. 
Adoptions .................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Probate/vills/intestate: 

Gunrdianship/consenratorship/trusteeship: 

E s t a t e :  

Probate  ..................................................... 
Guardianship ................................................ 

T o t a l  .......................................................... 
I n e b r i a t e  mat te rs  ............................................. Mental hea l th :  

I n s a n i t y  mat te rs  .............................................. 
T o t a l  .......................................................... 

Miscellaneous mat te rs  ....................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Other c i v i l :  

Criminald: 
Felonylmisdemeanor: 

Criminal a c t t o n s  ............................................. 
T o t a l  c r imina l  ................................................... 

Juveni le :  

T o t a l  juveni le  .................................................. 

3,387i 

3,7631 

8811 
148: 

4,79ZL 

374i 

107: 
4811 

0 i  
115i 
115i 

263i 

9,O3Si 

1,6271 
1,6271 

7OSi 

N/A 

NIB 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
N /A 
N/A * 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

__ 

N/A 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... N/A 11,373l N/A N/A 

D o m e s t i c  relations: 
Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  ............. -- 144 144 

T o t a l  ............................... 68 977 1,045 

Felonylmisdemeanor ................. 52 525 577 
Grand t o t a l  ............................ 120 1,502 1,622 

Criminal : 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

CJudge information: 
The second d i s t r i c t  has 7 judges and i s  loca ted  i n  Washoe County (Carson Ci ty  and Reno). Data were a v a i l a b l e  only f o r  only t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

There a r e  a t o t a l  of 25 judges i n  t h e  9 d i s t r i c t s  s ta tewide .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  

A c i v i l  case  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is  the number of defendants on t h e  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  o r  complaint.  
A jury t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  to  dec is ion .  

Data were a v a i l a l e  f o r  only one d i s t r i c t :  t h e  second d i s t r i c t  (Washoe County). This county conta ins  approximately one-quarter of t h e  t o t a l  
iData a r e  not  complete: 

s t a t e  popula t ion .  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  suppl ied  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  2nd D i s t r i c t  Court. S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  taken from t h e  unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
were computed where necessary .  

NEVADA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

54 c o u r t s ,  54 j u s t i c e s  of t h e  peace 
January  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no da ta  a v a i l a b l e  for cases  handled i n  t h e  J u s t i c e  Court fo r  1978. 

NEVADA LIIIMCIPIU. COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

15 c o u r t s ,  15 judges 
J a r n a r y  1, 1978 to  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Municipal Court f o r  1978. 
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C 

NEW HAMPSHIRE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 
- Original jurisdiction for issuance 

of extraordinary writs and super- 
intendence of lower courts. 

il 

SUPERIOR COURT (TO) 
15 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500, title to  real 

property, equity, divorce, support, 
alimony. 

- Felonies. 
Appeals de novo on misdemeanors and 

Jury  trials. 

violations. 

4 
Cri5 ina l  - 

DISTRICT COURT (41) 
8 full-time. 35 part-time, and 
41 special justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $3,000 (no  title 

to  real property). Small claims ( i f  

no Municipal Cour t ) .  
- Misdemeanors, violations, probable 

cause hearings for felonies. 
- Juvenile. 
No jury trials. 

Civil I 
I 
1 Criminal 

MUNICIPAL COURT (15) 
15 part-time and 5 special justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Landlord and tenant cases, and small 

claims not exceeding $500 (no  title 
to  real property). 

- Misdemeanors, violations. probable 
cause hearings for felonies. 

-Juvenile.  

I NO jury trials. 

- 
PROBATE COURT (10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive probate, adoption, 

guardianship, and conservatorship 
jurisdiction. 

I NO jury trials. 

Cour t  
of last 
resort 

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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NEW BAPIPSUIRE, sUJ?EFm COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 j u s t i ce s  
August 1, 1977 to Ju ly  31. 1978 

~ 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  and c r in ina l  ........................................... X 252 X X 
Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency caste ......................... X 20 X X 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. X 272 X X 
__ - - 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  
Original cases f i l e d  ..................................... X 
Cer t i f i ca t ion  of questions under Rule 20 ................. X 

Advisory opinions .......................................... X 
Tota l  ..................................................... X 

Tota l  ....................................................... X 

Tota l  o ther  cases ............................................. X 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... - 

34 
0 

34 
4 

38 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
__ 

Tota l  cases  ..................................................... 169 310 318 161 

Manner of d i spos i t i on  

By opinion ............... 235 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average days) 

F i l ing  to  opinion .......... 173h 
F i l ing  to  o ra l  argument ... 92 
Oral argument to  opinion .. 81 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
Blank space p Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the cour t .  
X * The data fo r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be included i n  the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

hFigure was computed: 
Average days from f i l i n g  to  opinion was computed by summing average days from f i l i n g  to o ra l  argument and from o r a l  argument t o  opinion. 

Source: Chairman, J u d i c i a l  Council, Seventeenth Biennial  Report of the Jud ic i a l  Council of the S t a t e  of N e w  Hampshire covering periods August 
1, 1976-July 31, 1977, and August 1, 1977-July 31, 1978 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the b iennia l  repor t  
except tha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW W S B I B E  SUPEBIOB cow 
C o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

10 c o u r t s ,  15 j u s t i c e s  
August  1. 1977  t o  July 31, 1978 

- 
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed 
Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

Equi ty:  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Ac t ions  a t  l a w  ............................................... 9,509 6,422 6,350h 9,581 

E q u i t a b l e  a c t i o n s  and p e t i t i o n s  .............................. 2,631 3,057 2,552h 3 ,136  

Marital cases .............................................. 5,182 6,357 6,453h 5,086 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 7,468 9,997 10,050 7,415 

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n :  

Marital cases brought  forward f o r  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  ........... 2,286 3,640 3,597h 2,329 

Appeal: 
Appeal  of trial court case: 

P r o b a t e  a p p e a l s  ............................................ 32 3 g h  27 __ - __ 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 19 ,640  19,479 18,960 20,159 

Criminald:  
Pelonylmisdemeanor: 

I n d i c t m e n t s  .................................................. 
In fo rma t ions  ................................................. 
Complaints  ................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Appeal  ......................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

Cases brought  forward f o r  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  ..................... 
2,476f 2 ,655 

26 395 
52f 156 

412 689 
2,966f 3 ,895 
__ 2,517 3,241 

5,483f 7,136 

3,095h 
404h 

471h 
4,161h 
2,417h 

6,578 

191h 

2 ,036  
17  
17 

630 
2,700 
3 ,341  

6 ,041  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 25,123f 26,615 25,538 26,200 

T r i a l d  

. I  J u r y  

Law .................... 227 
E q u i t y  ................. X 
D o m e s t i c  relations -- 
Appeal  ................. X 

T o t a l  ................... 242 
C r i m i n a l  ................. 415 

Grand t o t a l  ............... 657 

I -  

C i v i l :  

..... 

Non- j u r y  

704 
X 

401 
X 

2,180 
205 

2,385 

T o t a l  

93 1 
x 

401 
X 

2,422 
620 

3,042 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

G u i l t y  p l e a  o r  no lo  con tende re  ....... 2,897 
Nol l e  p r o s s e  ......................... 1 ,307  
Otherwise d i sposed  ................... 1 ,754  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-- = Not a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is  no t  counted i n  t h e  same way th roughou t  t h e  s t a t e .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is  no t  c o n s i s t e n t  s t a t e w i d e .  
A t r i a l  i s  no t  counted i n  t h e  same way throughout  t h e  state. 

F i g u r e s  are as r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t .  

D i s p o s i t i o n s  were c a l c u l a t e d  by ca t egory  from a v a i l a b l e  f i l i n g  and pending d a t a .  

fSeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does  n o t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r .  

hE'igures were c a l c u l a t e d :  

Source:  Chairman, J u d i c i a l  Counc i l ,  Seven teen th  B i e n n i a l  Report  of  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Counc i l  of t h e  S t a t e  of New Hampshire cove r ing  pe r iods  
August 1, 1976-July 31, 1977,  and August 1, 1977-July 31,  1978 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1978) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  b i e n n i a l  
r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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NEW W S B I R B  DISTRICT COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

41 cour t s :  8 full-t ime, 35 part-t ime, and 41 s p e c i a l  j u s t i c e s  
J u l y  1. 1977 t o  June  31, 1978 

End 
pending 

F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Civild:  
S m a l l  claim ................................................... 
Real  proper ty  rights: 

Landlord and tenant .......................................... 
Extraord inary  w r i t :  

C i v i l  writs .................................................. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Cr iminald : 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Pre l iminary  hear ing  ............................................ 

T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

Other t r a f f i c  v io la t ion :  
Vio la t ions  ( inc luding  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s )  .................... 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Juveni le :  

Criminal-type offense: 

S t a t u s  offense: 

Non-of f ense: 

Delinquent ch i ldren  .......................................... 
Persons i n  need of superv is ion  ............................... 
Neglected ch i ldren  ........................................... 

T o t a l  juveni le  .................................................. 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

N/A NJA 22,114 

NIA N/A 1,996 

NJA N/A 4,764 

N I A  N I A  28,874 

N/A 
N/A 

N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

30,120 
3,052 

33,172 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N I A  

N/A N/A 143,216 N/A 
NIA N/A 143,216 N/A 

N/A NIA 5,066 N/A 

N I A  N/A 512 N / A  

N/A N/A 455 N/A 
N/A N/A 6,033 N/A 

NIA NIA 211,295 NIA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A This case type is  handled by the  cour t ,  but t h e  da ta  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is not  counted i n  t h e  same way throughout the  s t a t e .  
The criminal case  u n i t  of count i s  not c o n s i s t e n t  statewide. 

Source: Chairman, J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Seventeenth Biennia l  Report of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Council of t h e  S t a t e  of New Hampshire covering periods August 
1, 1976-July 31, 1977, and August 1, 1977-July 31, 1978 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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NEV lWlPSBIRB PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

10 courts, 10 judges 
July 1. 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 
Domestic relations: 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Other domestic relations: 
Marriage waivers granted ................................... 
Other1 ..................................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Estate: 
Probateldllslintestate: 
Will allowed ............................................... 
Will authenticity .......................................... 
Administrations allowed .................................... 
Voluntary administrations .................................. 
Inheritance tax ............................................ 

Total ....................................................... 
Guardians appointed ........................................ 
Conservators appointed ..................................... 
Trustees appointed ......................................... 
Successor custodian ........................................ 
Accounts allowed ........................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Death certificate .......................................... 
Inquisitions ............................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Involuntary commitments ...................................... 
Change of name ............................................... 

Guardianshipleonsertorship/trusteeship: 

Other estate: 

Mental health: 

Other civil: 

Total civil ..................................................... 

742 

1,778 
247 

2,025 
2,767. 

2,7'75 
233 

1,158 
600 
47 

4,813 

519 
171 
173 

1 
6,981 
7,845 

98 
263 
361 

13,019 

(j) 

502 

16,288 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 16,288 NIA NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition OK unit of count: 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 

"Other" classified under other domestic relations includes relinquishments and termination of parental rights and involuntary commitments 
(mental health) cases. The data were entered under the domestic relations category since the relinquishment and termination of parental 
rights cases made up the majority of the volume. 

Sources: Chairman, Judicial Council, Seventeenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods 
August 1, 1976-July 31, 1977, and August 1, 1977-July 31, 1978 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1978). Statistics are from the biennial 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 



NEW W S E I U E  HUNICZPAL CDWT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 
15 cwrts: 15 part-time and 5 special justices 

- - - _p_ End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civfld: 
Small c h i n s  ................................................... N/A N/A 702 N/A 

Landlord and tenant .......................................... N/A N/A 8 N/A 
Total civil ..................................................... N/A N/A 710 N/A 

Real property rights: 
__ 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Preliminary hearing ............................................ 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 
Violations (including traffic violations) .................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Status offense: 

Non-offense: 

Delinquent children .......................................... 
Person in need of supervision ................................ 
Neglected children ........................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

N/A * 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N /A 

N I A  

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

887 
a7 __ 
974 

7,824 

7,824 

292 

26 

15 

333 

- 

NIB 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A N/A 9,841 N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A * This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase deEinition OK unit of count: 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Seventeenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods 
August 1 ,  1976-July 31, 1977, and August 1, 1977-July 31, 1978 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1978). Statistics are from the biennial 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JERSEY COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

7 justices authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appeal in constitutional questions, 

capital cases, certifications, dissents 
in Appellate Division, and as provided 
by law. 

APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPERIOR COURT 
22 iudges authorized 
(1 serves as acting administrative 
director of the courts.) 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts except 

Municipal Courts and from adminis- 
trative agencies except Wage and 
Hour Section of Labor and Industry. 

I 

SUPERIOR COURT: LAW 
DIVISION AND CHANCER) 
DIVISION (21) 
98 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
-Law Division hears civil cases. 
Chancery Division hears general 
equity, matrimonial, probate. 

-Law Division hears criminal cases 

Jury trials in Law Division 

COUNTY DISTRICT 
COURT (21) 
39 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and tort under $3,000, 

landlord and tenant, small claims, 
bastardy proceedings. 

- Minor criminal, traffic, ordinance 
violations. Concurrent criminal and 
quasi-criminal jurisdiction with 
Municipal Courts. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT (21) 
108 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil cases 

over $3,000. Contested probate. 
Adoptions. 

- General jurisdiction in criminal cases. 
Appeals in bastardy proceedings 

and appeals from Municipal Courts 
and Wage and Hour Section of Labor 
and Industry. I Jury trials. 

f 
SURROGATES (21) 
21 surrogates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Uncontested probate. 
Serve as Clerk of Probate Division of 

County Court 

JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC 
RELATIONS COURT (21) 
39 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
-Domestic relations (except divorce). 
Adoption. 

-Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (528)  
360 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Bahardy proceedings. 
- Proba’ble cause hearings on 

indictable offenses. Traffic, 
minor criminal, ordinance viola- 
tions, fish and game, and navigation 
violations. 

No iurv trials 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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NEW JERSEY SUPREME COURT 
Cour t  of last resort 

September  1. 1977 t o  August 31, 1978 
7 justices 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases:  
Appea l s  : 

C i v i l :  ........................................... 101 C i v i l  c a t e g o r i e s  X x ( x ) e  X ..................................................... 31 Cr imiua l  X x ( x ) e  X 
Appea l s  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: .............................. X 29 S t a t e  agenc ie s  o r  a u t h o r i t i e s  x ( x ) e  X 
Cases  c o n s o l i d a t e d  or  d i sposed  b e f o r e  argument ............... X x ( x ) e  57 X 

T o t a l  appea l s  ................................................. 176 86 (107)e  218 151 
__ __ 

Other  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  

Beques t s  t o  a p p e a l j :  
D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................... 34 64 66 32 

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  ................................ 183 866 616 ( 82)e  351 
122 ( 1 5 ) e  ( j )  

56 ( 1 0 ) e  ( j )  
Motion f o r  d i r e c t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  ( j )  (1) 
Motions f o r  l e a v e  t o  a p p e a l  ( j )  (j) 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 1831 8661 794 (107)e 351i 

............................ ................................ 
-. 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 2171 9301 3831 860 (107)e  

.................................................... 534 ig  1,078 (107)e  T o t a l  cases.. 3931 1 ,016 i (107)e  

Othe r  p roceed ings :  

O the r  matters: 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. X X 45 

Motions and o t h e r  p e t i t i o n s  .................................. X X 822 - __ 

X 

X ___ 
T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... i i g j  1,1291 867 178 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n m  

Wr i t t en  op in ion  ...................... 81m 
P e r  curiam ........................... 68 

S t a t u s  of pending cases (8 /31 /78)  

Not y e t  p e r f e c t e d  .................... 43 
P e r f e c t e d  and r eady  f o r  argument ..... 80 
Held f o r  f u r t h e r  argument ............ 1 
Argued bu t  n o t  dec ided  ............... 27 

Age of pending cases (8131178) 

Under 2 months ............ 24 
2 t o  5 months ............. 61  
5 t o  8 months ............. 25 
8 t o  12  months ............ 16  
12  t o  14  months ........... 5 
14  t o  1 7  months ........... 5 
17 t o  20  months ........... 5 
Over 20 months ............ 10  

D i s p o s i t i o n  of  a p p e a l s  

Affirmed ......................... 62 
Reversed ......................... 35 
Modif ied ......................... 11 
Reversed and remanded ............ 36 
Aff i rmed and r eve r sed  i n  p a r t  ..... 7 
Remanded ......................... 2 

Dismissed b e f o r e  argument ........ 38 
Remanded b e f o r e  argument ......... 6 
Conso l ida t ed  wi th  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  .. 2 

Dismissed a f t e r  argument ......... 11 

Decided wi thou t  argument ......... 8 

Time i n t e r v a l s  (monthsldays)  
Mean Median 
_. 

Judgment below to  n o t i c e  of a p p e a l  o r  g r a n t i n g  of C e r t i f i c a t i o n  ............ 31 0 2/24 
N o t i c e  of a p p e a l  o r  g r a n t i n g  of c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  p e r f e c t i o n  ................ 3/10 21  7 

Argument t o  d e c i s i o n  ....................................................... 41 8 3 1  9 
P e r f e c t i o n  t o  argument ..................................................... 61  0 5/26 

N o t i c e  of a p p e a l  o r  g r a n t i n g  of c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  d e c i s i o n  .................. 13/16 12 /28  
P e r f e c t i o n  t o  d e c i s i o n  ..................................................... l o /  7 9/16 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This  case type  is handled by the  c o u r t ,  but  t h e  d a t a  are unavo idab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

eCases n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avo id  doub le  coun t ing :  
R e q u e s t s  to a p p e a l  when g r a n t e d  are no t  counted a s  d i sposed  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal is d i sposed ;  a new f i l i n g  is not  counted f o r  t h e  

r e s u l t i n g  appeal. These g r a n t e d  r e q u e s t s  to a p p e a l  a r e  t h e  numbers appea r ing  i n  pa ren theses .  
&Change i n  pending does n o t  e q u a l  t he  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

iData are n o t  complete:  
F i g u r e s  are as g i v e n  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

F i l i n g  and pending d a t a  f o r  motions f o r  d i r e c t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and motions f o r  l e a v e  t o  a p p e a l  could no t  be s e p a r a t e d  from o t h e r  motions and 
o t h e r  p e t i t i o n s  d a t a .  These numbers are no t  i nc luded  i n  t o t a l  r e q u e s t s  t o  a p p e a l ,  t o t a l  o t h e r  cases, o r  t o t a l  c a s e s  f i l e d  o r  pending 
f i g u r e s .  

jExp lana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  
F i l i n g  and pending f i g u r e s  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  inc lude  motions f o r  d i r e c t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and motions f o r  l e a v e  t o  a p p e a l .  

D i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  f o r  t h e s e  two c a t e g o r i e s  are a v a i l a b l e  s e p a r a t e l y  and are l i s t e d  on t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  l i n e s  under  t h e  r e q u e s t s  t n  a p p e a l  
heading above. 

mInfo rma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r i a l  d a t a :  
The 81 w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n s  and 6 8  p e r  cu r i am o p i n i o n s  d i sposed  of 151 appeals and 20  d i s c i p l i n a r y  matters. 
There .were  a l s o  25 c o n c u r r i n g ,  49 d i s s e n t i n g ,  and 12  concur r ing  i n  p a r t ,  d i s s e n t i n g  i n  part op in ions  w r i t t e n .  

Source: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour t s ,  Annual Report  1977-78 (Tren ton ,  New J e r s e y :  1979) .  Source of case d a t a  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f rom t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  



309 

NEW JERSEY APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR COUBT 
Intermediate appellate court 

21C judges 
September 1, 1977 to August 31, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals : ........................................................ Civil X 2,197h X X 
Criminal ..................................................... X 1,775 X X 

State agencies ............................................. X 1,334 X X 
Total appeals ................................................. 5,641f 5,306" 4,754" 6,193 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
- 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Bequests to appeal: 
Leave to appeal ............................................ 95 792 856 31 

Total other cases .............................................. 95 792 a56 31 
- 

Total casesk .................................................... 5,736f 6,098 5,610 6,224 

Other proceedings: 

Other matters: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 17f 147 

Motions and petitions ........................................ 420f 3,654 

151 

3,867 

13 

207 - 
Total other proceedings ......................................... 437f 3,801 4,018 220 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals 

Published opinions ........... 300m 
Per curiam ................... 2,600m 
Dismissed (opinion) .......... 118 
Transfersm ................... 13 
Dismissal/wlthdrawal ......... 1,709 

Affirmed ...................... 2,042 
Reversed ...................... 538 
Remanded ...................... 36 
Certifications ................ 13 
Modified ...................... 298 
Dismissed (opinion) .......... 118 

Time interval (months/days) . Age of pending cases (8131178) S- 
Mean Median - -  

Under 2 months ...... 917 Not yet perfected ......... 4,438 
Judgment below to notice of appeal ....... 1/11 1/10 2 to 5 months ....... 1,297 Perfected and ready 
Date of appeal to perfected .............. 8/23 7/10 5 to 8 months ....... 1,044 for calendaring ......... 1,706 
Perfected to argued or submitted ......... 4/ 9 41 3 8 to 12 months ...... 1,020 Submitted but not decided . 17 
Argued or submitted to decided ........... 0129 0117 12 to 14 months ..... 503 Argued but not decided .... 32 
Date of appeal to decided ................ 121 8 11/12 14 to 17 months ..... 576 
Perfected to decided ..................... 5/ 8 4/26 17 to 20 months ..... 329 

Over 20 months ...... 507 
- 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

CJudge information: 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
There are 22 judges authorized in this court, but 1 judge served as the acting administrative director of the courts. 

The difference is due to adjustments made by the clerk of the court to the computerized docketing control system. Figures are as given in 
the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Civil appeals filed were computed by subtracting the number of criminal appeals and appeals of administrative agency cases filed from the 
number of total appeals filed. 

kAdditional information : 

mInformation on disposition type OK trial data: 
Total appeals filed and disposed include 13 certifications by the Supreme Court before calendariog by the Appellate Division. 

There were also 11 concurring and 26 dissenting opinions filed. 
Transfers are cases transferred to the Supreme Court by certification. 
The 2,900 opinions disposed of 3,032 cases. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1977-78 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1979). Source of case data is available. 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JGBSEY SUPERIOR COURT (W DIVISION 
and CHANCERY DIVISION) and COUNTY COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
21 counties, 206 judges authorized 
September 1, 1977 to August 31, 1978 - P - 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Defendants Beginning 

pending 
CiviLd: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 

Other tort: 
Auto negligence ............................................ 
Other--Law Division ........................................ 

Total ......................................................... 
Equity ......................................................... 
Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Adoption: 
MatrimonialJ ............................................... 
Adoption (contested) ....................................... 
Adoption (uncontested) ..................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Estate (County Court): 
Probatelvillslintestate: 
Wills and administration ................................... 
Accounting ................................................. 
Total ....................................................... 
Appointment of guardians f o r  incompetents .................. 
Other probate matters ...................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Total civilj .................................................... 

Guardianship/conservaturship/trusteeship: 

Other estate: 

Crirainald : 
Felony: 

Indictments and accusations .................................. 
Appeal (County Court) .......................................... 
Extraordinary writ: 
Postconviction relief ........................................ 

Total criminal .................................................. 

23,200f 

29,895f 
53,095 
2,486 

6,961f 

X 
0 
X 

6,961fi 

X 
X 
X 

0 

X 
X - 

62,819f 

29,947f 
580f 

57f 

30,584f 

17,275 

22,958 
40,233 
4,023 

27,371 

30 
1,702 
1,732 
29,103 

215 
153 
368 

411 

199 
978 

74,337 

24,311k 
2,554 

219 

27,084 

16,636 

21,031 
37,667 
3,704 

26,483 

X 
1,702 

X 
28,185i 

X 
X 
X 

411 

X 
X 

70,579 

__ 

22,926 
2,486 

239 

25,651 

-- 

28,779 
N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

23,839 

31,822 
55,661 
2,805 

7,849 

X 
0 
X 

7,8491 

X 
X 
X 

0 

X 
X 

66,577 

__ 

31,33Zk 
648 

37 

32,017 

Grand total ................................................... 93, 403f 101,421 96,230 NfA 98,594 

e d  

Jury h’on-jury 
Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort ............... 1,226 91 

Equity .................... 0 862 

brrfage dissolution .... -- 9,349 
Adoption ................ -- X 

Other tort .............. 1,326 1,197 
Total .................... 2,552 1,288 

Domestic relations: 

Total .................... -- X 
Estate .................... -- X 
Total ...................... 2,552 12,111 

Felony .................... 2,360 462 
Grand total .................. 4,912 12,573 

Criminal: 

Civil dispositions 

In court 
Contested Uncontested Settled 

Tort: 
Auto tort ............ N/A N/A X 
Other tort ........... N/A NIA X 
Total ................. NIA NIA X 
Equity ................. N/A NfA 1,531 
Domestic relatiras: 
Marriage dissuiution . 9,349 16,663 25 

Total 

1,317 
2,523 
3,840 
862 

9,349 
X 
X 
x 

14,663 

2,822 
17,485 

Settled, 
Dismissed dismissed, 

or dis- OK dis- 
continued continued Other 

X 14,880 439 
X 17,489 1,019 
X 32,369 1,458 

882 2,413 429 

443 468 3 

Criminal dispositions 

Cases __ 
Felony: 
Jury trial: 
Conviction ............... 1,291 
Acquittal ................ 785 
Guilty or non vult plea .. 189 
Dismissal ................ 66 
Conditional discharge .... 29 

Conviction ............... 150 
Acquittal ................ 284 

Dismissal ................ 18 

Non-jury trial: 

Guilty or non vult plea .. 9 

Conditional discharge .... 1 
Total trial: 
Conviction ............... 1,441 
Acquittal ................ 1,069 
Guilty or non vult plea .. 198 
Dismissal ................ 84 
Conditional discharge .... 30 

Guilty or non vult 
plea without trial ........ 12,302 

Dismissal without trial .... 7,685 
Conditional discharge 
without trial ............. 117 

Extraordinary writ: 
Petition summarily 
disposed .................. 88 

No relief granted .......... 133 
Some relief granted ........ 18 

Defendants 

1,567 
1,028 
239 
86 
38 

176 
327 
13 
21 
1 

1,743 
1,355 
252 
107 
39 

15,191 
9,948 

144 

N/A 
N/A 
NIA 
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Time in te rva l"  (monthldays) 

Tort: 

Jury Non- jury 
Number Mean Median Number Mean Median ~ - _ _ _ _ _ - -  

Auto t o r t :  

Other t o r t :  
Complaint t o  t r i a l . . . . . .  131 2615 2513 7 2812 28/17 

Complaint t o  t r i a l . . . . . .  166 2611 25/10 7 7  20126 2117 

Complaint t o  answer ...... 297 2 / 1 2  1 / 2 2  84 217 117 
Answer t o  p r e t r i a l  ....... 297 15/13 13/10 84 8/23 3/11 
P r e t r i a l  to  t r i a l  .... .... 297 1114 6/21 84 713 4/23 
Complaint t o  t r i a l  ....... 297 2613 2516 84 21/14 2117 

Total:  

A l l  t r i a l  cases 
Number Mean Median 

138 2618 2514 

243 24/12 24/18 

381 2/11 1/19 
381 1314 1316 
381 9/23 6/14 
381 2512 24/25 

Defendants who r e t r ac t ed  
Defendants f o r  whom t r i a l s  commenced a plea of not gu i l t y  

Indictment or 
Indictment o r  Not gu i l ty  plea accusation t o  
accusation t o  t o  t r i a l  o r  commencement 

f i r s t  plea gu i l ty  plea of t r i a l  

Indictment or Not gu i l ty  Indictment o r  
accusation to plea to  accusation to  

f i r s t  plea r e t r ac t ion  r e t r ac t ion  

Number Median Mean Median Mean Median Number Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median 
C K i d M l :  

Murder ...... .. 15 0129 Of23 5/25 3/14 6/24 5/14 11 Of16 O/l8 413 2/13 4/20 2 /28  
Other ........ 339 215 Of25 913 5/27 1118 8/19 1,119 1/29 O f 2 7  716 413 916 5/19 

Tota l  ....... .. 354 213 Of24 8/29 5/25 1112 817 1,130 1/29 Of26 716 413 915 5/18 

Age of pending cases" (months) 

Other 
tort 

Under 6 months ...... 6,830 
6+ t o  1 2  months ..... 8,550 
12+ t o  18 months .... 7,550 
18+ t o  24 months .... 4,426 
24+ t o  36 months .... 3,414 
Over 36 months . . . . . . 450 

Auto Harriage - tort d i s so lu t ion  e n  Pelony 

4,535 1,501 2,883 149 10,531 
6,706 83 3 2,402 53 6,198 
5,974 238 1,475 60 3,747 
3,629 111 696 (n)  2,278 

313 34 98 (n)  5,459 
2,420 88 295 (n) 3,119 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This casetype is handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  
X = The data fo r  t h i s  case type a re  known to  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

= Not applicable.  

'!Case de f in i t i on  OK un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted when i t  is placed on the calendar (has reached i ssue) .  
The criminal case un i t  of count is the number of ioformations or indictments.  
A ju ry  t r i a l  is counted when the f i r s t  ju ror  is drawn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted at  the point when an opening statement or  the in t roduct ion  of any evidence occurs. 

This is because of recounts by the counties r e su l t i ng  from t h e i r  periodic physical  inventor ies  and the discovery of other reporting e r r o r s  
fBeginning pending f igure  fo r  the 1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igu re  f o r  the 1977 cour t  year: 

by the counties during the course of the  year. 
iData a re  not complete: 

Tota l  pending f igures  for  domestic r e l a t ions  include only matrimonial cases.  They do not include pending contested adoption cases.  
Tota l  disposed fo r  domestic r e l a t ions  includes matrimonial and uncontested adoption, but not contested adoption cases. 

Matrimonial includes divorce,  maintenance, n u l l i t y ,  adoption. custody, matrimonial in junc t ions ,  and miscellaneous matrimonial. 
Tota l  c i v i l ' s  

jExplanation of data included i n  the category: 

pending and disposed f igu res  include da ta  fo r  adoption (contested) and e s t a t e  cases which could not be separated in to  the 
proper categories.  There were 271 of these cases pending a t  the beginning of the court  year,  612 disposed, and 262 pending a t  the end of 
the  cour t  year. 

IcAdditlonal information: 
Of the 24,311 fe lony  cases f i l e d ,  314 were reopened cases. 
Of the 31,332 felony cases pending a t  the end of the court  year,  5,700 were l i s t e d  on inac t ive  s t a t u s ,  un t r i a l ab le  fo r  reasons beyond the 

con t ro l  of the court  o r  prosecutor. These include fug i t ives ,  John Does, and defendants incarcerated in another s t a t e .  
Wategor ies  f o r  d i spos i t ion  type or  t r i a l  data:  

"Time in t e rva l  or  age of pending data:  
C i v i l  t r ials do not include uncontested matrimonial cases. 

Time in t e rva l  da ta  are fo r  cases in which trials commenced i n  the  Law Division of the Superior Court and County Court during Apr i l  1978. 
Age of pending da ta  r e f l e c t  ac t ive  and inac t ive  cases fo r  equi ty ,  marriage d isso lu t ion .  estate. and felony cases. 
Age of pending cases data fo r  au to  tort and o ther  t o r t  cases a re  fo r  ac t ive  cases only. 

The number of e s t a t e  cases pending over 18 months is included in the 12+ t o  18 months category. 
Contested adoption cases pending in the  Probate Division of the County Court and Surrogate 's  Court a r e  included with the estate category in 

There were, i n  addi t ion ,  602 inac t ive  other tort 
and 262 inac t ive  au to  t o r t  cases. 

the  age of pending cases char t .  

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts,  Annual Report 1977-78 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1979). S t a t i s f l c s  a re  from the annual report  
except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. - 
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NLIW JERSEY COUNTY DISTRICT DOUBT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

21 cour t s ,  39 judges authorized 
September 1, 1977 t o  August 31, 1978  

- 4 

End 
Disposed pending F i l e d j  Beginning 

pending - 
Civild:  

Tort:  
Auto t o r t :  

Auto negligence ............................................ 4,944f 
Other t o r t  ................................................... 1,600f  

Tota l  ......................................................... 6,544f 
Contract ....................................................... 32,749f  
Small c la imsj  .................................................. 6,11af  
Real property r igh ts :  

Tenancy ...................................................... 3 ,681f 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 49,092f 

12,842 
4,460 

17,302 
161,927 

41,166 

97,490 

317,885 

13,252 

17 ,686  
160,022 
40,535 

97,020 

315,263 

4,434 
4,534 
1 ,626  
6,160 

34,654 
6,749 

4 ,151  

51,714 

- 

Criminald : 
Other C K i m i M l :  

Criminalj  .................................................... N / A  3,755 3 ,305  

Tota l  criminal .................................................. N I A  3 ,755  3 ,305  N/A 

Traff if: 
Parking: 

Other t r a f f i c  violation: 
Parking cases ................................................ N/A 40,912 24,732 NIA 

Moving t r a f f i c  cases ......................................... N/A 42,773 36,732 N/A 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... NIA 83,685 61,464 N/A 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 49,092fi  405,325 380,032 51,7141 

c i v i l :  
Tort: 

Auto t o r t  ............ 
Other t o r t  ........... 

Total ................. 
Contract ............... 
Small claims ........... 
R e a l  property r i g h t s  ... 

Total. ................... 
Other criminal ......... 

Traffic .................. 
Grand t o t a l  ................ 

Criminal: 

Tr ia ld  C r i m i n a l  d i spos i t ions  

Jury __ 

210 
108 
318 
151 
18 
16 

503 

__ __ 
503 

Non- jury 

568 
315 
883 

3,339 
14,537 
34,986 
53,745 

496 
0 

54,241 

778 
423 

1 ,201  
3,490 

14 ,555  
35,002 
54,248 

496 
0 

54,744 

C i v i l  d i spos i t ions  

Other 
criminal 

Convictions and gu i l ty  p leas  i n  open court... 640 
Violations Bureau ........................... 363 
Dismissed a f t e r  condi t iona l  discharge o r  

p r e t r i a l  in te rvent ion  ....................... 99 
Other dismissals and acqui t ta l s . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 323 
Referred to other court  ...................... 2 
Referred to county prosecutor ............... 1,382 

R e a l  
Tor t  S m l l  property 

Auto t o r t  Other t o r t  Total Contract rigbts Tota l  
Judnments by de fau l t  ....................... 5,138 1 ,368  6,506 102,573 6 ,169  11 ,108  126,356 
Se t t l ed ,  dismissed, or  discontinued, by 

687 30,159 

On t r i a l  da te  .............................. 2,327 1 ,047  3,374 10,537 10 ,495  44,678 69,084 

dismissal  of inac t ive  cases .............. 2,019 526 2,545 23,136 3,791 
Before t r i a l  da t e  .......................... 2,533 951 3,484 18,191 4,425 5,318 31,418 

Placed on inac t ive  l i s t  or t ransfer red  .... 457 119 576 2,095 1,100 227 3,998 
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- New J e r s e y  County District Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
O t h e r  traffic 

Pa rk ing  v i o l a t i o n  
Conv ic t ions  and g u i l t y  p l e a s  i n  open c o u r t  ........ 530 6,741 7,271 
V i o l a t i o n s  Bureau ................................. 23,842 28,723 52,565 
D i s m i s s a l s  and a c q u i t t a l s  ......................... 
T r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  c o u r t  ........................ 

Age of  pending cases (months) 

Under 6 
months 

C i v i l :  
Tor t :  

Auto tort  ................... 3,414 
O t h e r  tort  .................. 1,257 

T o t a l  ........................ 4,671 
C o n t r a c t  ...................... 30,096 
Smal l  c l a i m s  .................. 5,964 
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  .......... 4 ,143  

T o t a l  ............................ 44,874 

6+ t o  12 
months 

840 
303 

1,143 
3 ,501  

459 
8 

5,111 

Number 
of cases 

Complaint  t o  t r i a l :  
c i v i l :  

TOKC : 
Auto t o r t  ................... 14 

T o t a l  ........................ 17 
C o n t r a c t  ...................... 14 

T o t a l  .......................... 31  

C i v i l U  .......................... 31 

O t h e r  t o r t  .................. 3 

Complaint t o  answer: 

Time i n t e r v a l "  (monthsfdays)  

10121 9/28 
19/25 22/13 
121 9 -_ 
12 /21  131 7 
12/15 12/18 

1/19 11 2 

360 
0 

12+ t o  18 
months 

162 
49 

211 
628 
235 

0 
1 ,074  

1,266 1,626 
2 2 

18+ t o  24 Over 
months 24 months _ _ _ -  

59 59 
11 6 
70 65 

288 141 
85  6 

0 0 
443 212 

Non- j u r y  T o t a l  

of  cases Mean Median of c a s e s  Mean Median 
Number Number 
~ - _ _ _ _ _ - _ _  

43 101 8 8/18 57 10111 8/18 
24 8 /20  6/26 27 9/27 8/ 0 

84 lO/ 6 -- 67 9/21 __ 
279 81 1 71 2 293 81 8 71  5 
346 8/11 71 5 377 8 /21  7/12 

346 21 2 11 4 377 2 1  1 11 4 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  compla in t s .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is  counted when t h e  f i r s t  j u r o r  is drawn. 
A non-jury tr ial  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening s t a t emen t  o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  o c c u r s .  

F i g u r e s  are as g i v e n  i n  the  annua l  r e p o r t .  Th i s  imbalance i s  caused by ad jus tmen t s  made t o  c a s e l o a d  d a t a  based on phys ica l  i n v e n t o r i e s  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  equa l  t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  yea r :  

conducted p e r i o d i c a l l y  by each c o u r t .  
bats are n o t  complete:  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  
Grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do no t  i nc lude  c r i m i n a l  o r  t r a f f i c  cases. 

F i l e d  i n c l u d e s  a l l  compla in t s  f i l e d  o r  t r a n s f e r r e d  from o t h e r  Cour t s  o r  c o u n t i e s  and i n a c t i v e  compla in t s  r e s t o r e d  t o  c a l e n d a r .  
Sma l l  claims i n c l u d e  a u t o  s m a l l  c l a ims  c a s e s  and o t h e r  sma l l  claims. 
Cr imina l  c a s e  compla in t s  i n c l u d e  i n d i c t a b l e  o f f e n s e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  county p r o s e c u t o r s  f o r  i nd ic tmen t  as w e l l  as minor c r i m i n a l ,  

d i s o r d e r l y  pe r sons ,  o rd inance ,  f i s h  and game, n a v i g a t i o n ,  etc. 
"Time i n t e r v a l  o r  age  of pending d a t a :  

Time i n t e r v a l  data a r e  f o r  a l l  c i v i l  cases i n  which tr ials commenced d u r i n g  A p r i l  1978, exc lud ing  small claims and real p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour t s .  Annual Report  1977-78 (Tren ton ,  N e w  Je r sey :  1979) and P roceed ings  i n  t h e  Municipal  C o u r t s ,  
September 1, 1977-August 31, 1978 (Tren ton ,  New J e r s e y :  1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t s  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been 
computed where necessa ry .  
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NEU JERSEY JUVENILE AND DOPIESTIC RELATIONS COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 1  courts, 39 judges a u t h o r i z e d  
September  1, 1977 t o  August 31, 1978  - _Ei 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
D o m e s t i c  relations: 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  and r e c i p r o c a l  s u p p o r t  .................... 6,178f 73,460 72,397 7 ,241  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 6,178f 73,460 72,397 7 ,241  

J u v e n i l e :  
Criminal- type offense:  

Status o f fense :  
J u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t  complaint8 ............................... 12,554f 81,827 80,352 14,029 

J u v e n i l e  i n  need of s u p e r v i s i o n  (JINS) ....................... 937f 10,553 10,384 1,106 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 13,491f 92,380 90,736 15,135 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 19,669f 165,840 163,133 22,376 

Age of pending c a s e s  (months)  

C i v i l  J u v e n i l e  
Criminal-type 

Domestic r e l a t i o m  o f f e n s e  S t a t u s  o f f e n s e  
Under 1 month .......................... 2,838 4,366 373 
1 t o  3 months .......................... 3,005 6,532 510 
Over 3 months .......................... 1 ,398  3,131 223 

3+ t o  6 months ........................ ( n )  2 ,331 179 ......................... 800 44 Over 6 months (n)  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r  does not  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  
A c i v i l  ca se  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  

Th i s  is  because of r ecoun t s  by t h e  c o u n t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e i r  p e r i o d i c  p h y s i c a l  i n v e n t o r i e s  and t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of o t h e r  r e p o r t i n g  
e r r o r s  by t h e  c o u n t i e s  d u r i n g  the  cour se  of t h e  yea r .  

The d m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  cases pending 3+ t o  6 months and over  6 months a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  ove r  3 months ca t egory .  
"Information on time i n t e r v a l  o r  age  of pending d a t a :  

Source: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  Annual Report  1977-78 (Tren ton ,  New J e r s e y :  1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annua l  r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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NEY JBBSKY rnICIPAL WUBT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

528 c o u r t s ,  360 judges 
September 1. 1977 to August 31, 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

criminald: 
Other  criminal: 

Cr imina l j  .................................................... N / A  345,4113 295,457 N/A 
T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. N/A 345,411j 295,457 NIA 

T r a f f i c  : 
Parking: 

Other t r a f f i c  v io la t ion :  
Parking cases  ................................................ N/A 2,562,003 2,006,289 N J A  

Moving t r a f f i c  cases  ......................................... - N I A  1,107,574 1,001,047 N/A 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A 3,669,577 3,007,336 NJA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 4,014,988 3,302,793 NJA 

Non- jury  t r i a l d  C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Other 

c r i m i n a l  
C r i m i n a l  (o ther  c r imina l )  .......... 2,891 Convictions and g u i l t y  p l e a s  i n  open cour t . .  108,613 
T r a f f i c  ............................ 0 Viola t ions  Bureau .......................... 21,928 

and p r e t r i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  ................. 10,587 
Other d i smissa ls  and a c q u i t t a l s  ............ 83,966 
Referred t o  o t h e r  cour t  .................... 3,751 
Referred to  county prosecutor  .............. 63,721 

Grand t o t a l  .......................... 2,891 Dismissal a f t e r  condi t iona l  discharge 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Other t r a f f i c  

P a r k i n g  v i o l a t i o n  T o t a l  
Convictions and g u i l t y  p l e a s  i n  open cour t . .  73,315 276,426 349,741 
Viola t ions  Bureau .......................... 1,891,799 644,113 2,555,912 
Dismissals and a c q u i t t a l s  .................. 41,156 59,966 101,122 
Referred t o  o t h e r  cour t  .................... 19 542 561 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NfA - This  case type is handled by the  cour t ,  but the  d a t a  a r e  unavailable.  

dCose d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is the  number of informations,  indictments,  or complaints.  
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted at  t h e  poin t  when an opening statement o r  the  in t roduct ion  of any evidence occurs.  

Criminal case  complaints include i n d i c t a b l e  of fenses  r e f e r r e d  t o  county prosecutors  f o r  indictment a s  wel l  a s  minor c r imina l ,  
j l x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  included i n  the  category: 

d i s o r d e r l y  persons,  ordinance, f i s h  and game, naviga t ion ,  e t c .  

Source: Proceedings i n  t h e  Municipal Courts,  September 1, 1977-August 31, 1978 (Trenton, New Jersey:  1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

NEW JERSEY SuBBoGlVEs 
21 count ies .  21  s u r r o g a t e s  

September 1. 1977 t o  August 31. 1978 

No d a t a  were suppl ied  f o r  t h e  sur roga tes  because they handle only uncontested probate mat te rs  and serve a s  
t h e  c l e r k s  of the  probate d i v i s i o n s  of County Courts. 
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MAGISTRATE COURT (71) 
71 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $2,000. 
- Misdemeanors and o ther  criminal 

with fine less than Sl.000, 
sentence less than 1 year. 
Preliminary hearings. 

-I 
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Deat 

NEW MEXICO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

malty 
Life imprisonment 

Most civil cases. 

5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from criminal cases imposing 

death penalty or life imprisonment 
and civil cases where jurisdiction not 
specifically vested in Cour t  of Appeals 

- Certiorari review of Cour t  of Appeals 1 decisions. 1 

COURT OF APPEALS 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over most 

criminal cases and specific types 
of civil appeals (not within Supreme 
Cour t  jurisdiction). 

agencies. 
- Direct appeals from certain state 

I 

1 DISTRICT COURT (13) 1 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General civil jurisdiction. Exclusive 

domestic relations jurisdiction Con- 
current jurisdiction with Probate 
Cour t  over wills. r ieht of executor- 

. Y  

ship, and administration. 

jurisdiction. 
- Exclusive felony. General criminal 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 1 

MUNICIPAL COURT (83) 
84 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations; may 

impose fine less than $300 and/or I sentence less than 90 days. 

PROBATE COURT (32) 1 
32 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive original jurisdiction over 

guardianship and formal administra- 
tion. Concurrent jurisdiction with 
District Cour t  over wills, right of 
executorship, and administration. 

I 
I 

SMALL CLAIMS COURT I 
OF ALBUQUERQUE 
1 iudge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions $2,000 and under in- 

- County  ordinance violations 
volving real estate. 

(criminal). 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

~~~~ - 

Indicates route of appeal f 



NEU MEXICO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases : 
Appeals : 

civil ........................................................ X 
Criminal ..................................................... X 
R e i n s t a t e d  c a s e s  ............................................. X 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. X 
- 

Other  cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ................................................ 
Removal from c o r p o r a t i o n  commission ........................ 
Super in t end ing  c o n t r o l  ..................................... 
Rule 32 e l e c t i o n  c h a l l e n g e  ................................. 
Quo Warranto ............................................... 
Cr imina l  contempt .......................................... 
Other  ...................................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Disciplinary matter: 

J u d i c i a l  s t a n d a r d s  commission (removal  of j udge )  ......... 
Suspension of a t t o r n e y s  .................................. 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases .............................................. 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................. 

Requests to appeal: 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 

245 (X) 
28 (XI 

X 
X 

X 
X 

0 X X - 
273- (33 )e  280 X 

1043 
27 
56 
0 
7 
5 
1 
1 
0 

201 

1 
2 
3 
6 

207 

174 
381 

iosj 
26 
57 
0 
6 
4 
1 
X 

18 
217 

1 
2 
3 
6 

223 

123 ( 3 3 ) e  
346 ( 3 3 ) e  

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

__ 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... 169 

Other  p roceed ings :  
O the r  m a t t e r s :  

F.ule 37 mot ions?  ............................................. 0 

1:ule 39 mot ions?  ............................................. 0 
Rule 34 motionsJ  ............................................. 0 

Rule 44 motions3 ............................................. 0 
E:ule 4 1  m o t i o n s j  ............................................. 0 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 0 

T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... 0 

__ 

654 (33)e 

352 
69 
1 

11 
2 

435 

435 

626 (33 )e  

352 
69 
1 

11 
2 

435 

435 

197 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Wr i t t en  o p i n i o n  ............. 219m 
P e r  cur iam .................. 2 
Dismissa l /w i thd rawa l  ........ 47 
T r a n s f e r  .................... 13  

S t a t u s  of pending cases (12 /31 /78)  

Not at  i s s u e  .......................... 
A t  issue--not  set for  o r a l  argument ... 
A t  i s s u e - - s e t  f o r  o r a l  argument ....... 
P r e v i o u s l y  submi t t ed  .................. 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of appeals"' Time i n t e r v a l  ( ave rage  days )  

Aff i rmed ................................. 134 From n o t i c e  of a p p e a l  t o  t r a n s c r i p t i o n "  ..... 85 .8  
Reversed ................................. 61 F K O I ~  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  t o  i s s u e  ................. 73.5' 
Aff i rmed i n  p a r t ,  r eve r sed  i n  p a r t  ....... 19 From i s s u e  t o  submission .................... 52.6 
Remanded ................................. 5 From submission t o  o p i n i o n / d e c i s i o n  ......... 41.5 
Dismissed wi th  o p i n i o n  ................... 0 From i s s u e  t o  o p i n i o n / d e c i s i o n  .............. 94.5 
Dec i s ion  vaca ted  wi th  o p i n i o n  ............ 0 From t r a n s c r i p t  t o  mandate .................. 182.0 
Writ quashed ............................. 1 
Rule 32 e l e c t i o n  c h a l l e n g e  ............... 1 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of Other  c a s e s  
Original proceedings 

106 Original 
15 jUKiSdiCtiOU DlSCipliMly Total 

0 
62 

Quashed 1 1 
21 Made permanent ................................. 21 

Dismissed ....................................... 6 6 
0 Motion f o r  l e a v e  t o  f i l e  p e t i t i o n  la te--denied .. 0 
0 Case r e i n s t a t e d - - w r i t  made permanent ............ 0 
0 Case r e i n s t a t e d  on mandate--peremptory writ  ..... 0 

92 Closed by o r d e r s  -- ................................ 92 
Suspension of a t t o r n e y s  ......................... -- 2 2 .................................... 3 3 D i s c i p l i n a r y  __ 
Removal of judge ................................ -- 1 1 
Withdrawn ....................................... 0 0 0 

-- 23 Granted ........................................ 0 
25 Denied ......................................... 62 __ 

........................................ -- _- 
-- 
-- 
-- 
_- 

Bold face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-_ = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of  d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y :  
Habeas co rpus  f i l e d  i n c l u d e s  12 o r i g i n a l  habeas  co rpus  cases and 92 c a s e s  from habeas co rpus  docke t s .  Habeas co rpus  d i sposed  i n c l u d e s  13 

Ru le  37 mot ions  are p r o s e c u t o r s '  motions f o r  e x t e n s i o n  of  t i m e  i n  Dist r ic t  Cour t .  Rule 34  mot ions  and Rule 44 motions are motions f o r  
o r i g i n a l  habeas co rpus  cases and  92 from t h e  habeas co rpus  docke t .  

e x t e n s i o n  of t i m e  in Chi ld rens  Cour t .  Rule  41 of t h e  Rules  of  Cr imina l  Procedure f o r  M a g i s t r a t e s  Court  i s  a motion f o r  e x t e n s i o n  of t i m e .  
mCa tegor i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  OK t r i a l  d a t a :  

The d i s p o s i t i o n  of appeals t y p e s  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  of op in ions .  
Of t h e  180 w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n s .  7 o p i n i o n s  d i sposed  of 17 c a s e s .  FOUK op in ions  withdrew a p r i o r  op in ion ,  and one o p i n i o n  withdrew a mandate. 

(continued on next pagel 
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"Information on time in t e rva l  or  age of pending data:  
No t ab le  was prepared on no t i ce  of appeal t o  docketing s ince  counsel only has 30 days to  f i l e  a skeleton t r ansc r ip t  a f t e r  f i l i n g  Of the 

not ice  of appeal. 

Source: Jud ic i a l  Department of the S ta t e  of New Mexico, Annual Report, 1978 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual 
repor t  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

NIN IG3XICO COURT OP A P W  
Intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t  

5 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ X 210 X X 
C r i m i n a l  and juveni le  ........................................ X 299 X X 
Appeal a€ adminis t ra t ive  agency case X 24 X X ......................... 
Other appeals: 

X 6 X X 
294 

........................................... - - - - Reinstated cases 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. 218 539 463 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedisgs ......................................... 
Request. to appeal ........................................... 

Tota l  other cases.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - 

.................................................... 539 463 294 Tota l  casesk 218 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 0 65 63 
0 ther  matters: 

703 notions 0 703 

Tota l  other proceedings 768 7 68 ......................................... 0 

...................................................... - - - 
0 

0 

0 

- 

Disposit ion of appeals 
C r i m i n a l  

and In te r locutory  Manner of d i spos i t i on  C iv i l  and 
adminis t ra t ive  j u v e n i l e  Tota l  appeals 

60 182 242 -- Formal opinion ................... 155 Affirmed ............................ -- Memorandum dec is ion  .............. 195 Reversed ............................ 37 49 86 
Transfer ......................... 19 Dismissed ........................... 1 9 10 
By order ......................... 89 Affirmed in par t ,  reversed i n  par t  .. 4 8 1 2  
Cer t i f i ca t ion  t o  Supreme Court ... 5 Quashed 0 0 0 

-- 
-- 
-- ............................. 
a 

Transferred t o  Supreme Court ........ 0 0 0 1 

-- -- -- Granted ............................. 
Denied .............................. 23 -- -- -- 

Time in t e rva l  (average days)" 

C i v i l  Administrative agency Criminal and juveni le  
In t e r -  Adminis- Workmen's 
locutory t r a t i v e  compen- Summary Other Grand 

Tort appeals Other Tota l  appeals s s t i o n  Tota l  calendar calendar Tota l  total 
328 158 227 Number of cases ...................... 45 10 12 67 5 29 34 69 - 

Notice of appeal i n  d i s t r i c t  
cour t  t o  decision: 
Notice of appeal i n  d i s t r i c t  

court  t o  answer br ie f  f i l e d :  
Notice af appeal i n  d i s t r i c t  

Transcr ip t  f i l e d  t o  br ie f  i n  
court  a t  t r ansc r ip t  f i l e d  ....... 97 24 95 85 43 97 89 

-- -- -- -- chief f i l e d  ..................... 36 24 26 32 34 32 32 

.c 

Brief in chief f i l e d  t o  answer -- -- 24 -- 119 
58 

-- ..................... 29 32 50 br ie f  f i l e d  39 10 36 34 
Total  ............................. 172 58 157 152 127 158 153 

Answer br ie f  f i l e d  t o  dec is ion  ..... 195 72 164 171 208 99 115 
-- 

-- -- -- 
Tota l  ............................... 365 130 321 322 335 256 268 45 177 137 188 .................. 44 49 48 32 37 36" 38" Decision to mandate 38 29 50 38 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
Blank space The case category may or may not be handled by the court .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type a r e  known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 
QInformation on ape of pending or time in t e rva l  data:  

Not enough information i s  known. 

Cases included i n  the  time in t e rva l  chart do not include dismissed, denied, docket and af f i rm,  t ransfer red  to l f r an  the Supreme Court, or 
those cases determined t o  be a typ ica l  as a r e s u l t  of severe problems or delays (e.g. r e ins t a t ed  cases).  
t ha t  were not included i n  the  time in t e rva l  data.  

and grand t o t a l  f i gu res  were adjusted t o  take t h i s  i n t o  account. 

There were 122 cases decided 

Total  criminal. juveni le ,  Decision to  mandate fo r  "other calendar'. crldnal and juveni le  cases was based on 157 r a the r  than 158 cases.  

Time in t e rva l  f i su re s  given i n  the annual repor t  f igures  were rounded t o  the neares t  whole number f o r  inc lus ion  in t h i s  tab le .  
Source: Jud ic i a l  Department of t he  S t a t e  of New Mexico, Annual Report, 1978 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  frao the annual 

report except that t o t a l s  have been cmputed where necessary, and rev is ions  have been made during v e r i f i c a t i o n  by the Office Of the  
s t a t e  court  administrator.  
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NEW mXIc0 DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

13 districts, 39 judges 
January 1. 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
- pending Disposed pending Filed Beginning 

Civild: 
Domestic relations ............................................. 5,984 17,558 16,851 6,691 
Other civil .................................................... 15,563 23,010 20,104 18,469 

Total civil .................................................... 21,547f 40,568 36,955 25,160 

- - 

cr iminald : 
Pelony/misdemeanor: 
Criminal .................................................... 2,349 - - 4,949 4,697 

Total criminal .................................................. 2,345f 4,949 4,697 

2,597 

2,597 

Total juvenile .................................................. 2,514 3,811 4,693 1,632 

Grand total ...................................................... 26,406f 49,328 46,345 29,389 

Jury triald 

Criminal .................... 450 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition OK complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, OK complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is impaneled. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Pending figures reflect adjustments made following an inventory conducted during 1978. 

Source: Judicial department of the State of New Mexico, Annual Report, 1978 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1979). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW MEXICO LULGISTBA’IX COURT1 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

7 1  c o u r t s ,  7 1  judges  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978  

End 
Disposed pending F i l e d  Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Cr imina ld  : 
Misdemeanor: 

P r e l i m i n a r y  hea r ing :  
N o n - t r a f f i c  .................................................. 
Felony ....................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

14,276 

14,276 

- 

16 ,941  

9,288 

26,229 

- 

86,680 

N/A N/A 
NIA N / A  

__ __ 
N I A  N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NIB 127,185 N/A NIA 

J u r y  t r ia ld  

C i v i l  .......................... 21 
Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  ........... 377 

T o t a l  ........................... 398 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

P re l imina ry  h e a r i n g s  h e l d  ...... 2,011 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - T h i s  case type i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of i nd ic tmen t s  o r  compla in t s .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  is  impaneled. 

Source:  J u d i c i a l  Department of t h e  S t a t e  of New Hexico,  Annual R e p o r t ,  1978 (San ta  Fe,  New Mexico: 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

NEV MEXICO PROBATE COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

32 c o u r t s .  32 j udges  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 to  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  € o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  P roba te  Court  f o r  1978. 

XEX WEXICO MUNICIPAL OOURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

83 c o u r t s ,  8 4  judges  
Janua ry  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  Municipal  Court  €or 1978. 

S W L  CLAIMS COURT OF ALBUQUERQUE, NEW WEXICO 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  1 judge  
Janua ry  1, 1978  t o  December 31, 1979 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Small  C l a i m s  Court  f o r  1978.  
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APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPREME C O U R T  (4) 
24 judges' 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appellate Civil - jurisdiction. 

APPELLATE TERMS OF 
SUPREME C O U R T  (3) 
9 supreme court  justices serve 

(3 in each appellate term). 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil appellate jurisdiction in two 

- Criminal appellate jurisdiction in all 
of the  appellate terms. 

districts. 
7 

259 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Unlimited law and equity. Exclusive 

-Felonies and misdemeanors prosecuted 
domestic relations. 

by indictment (in New York City). 
Criminal jurisdiction in other 
counties if needed. 

lury trials. 

A Civil, felonies, Non-felonies in 
A 

all 3rd and 4th Department Cases. 
I A i 

[SUPREME COURT (11) I I C O U N T Y  C O U R T  (57) 

4 
SURROGATES' 
C O U R T  (62) 

35 surrogates; 36 county judges 
also serve 
Jurisdiction: 
-Full and complete general 
jurisdiction in matters 
relating to decedents' estates. 
Exclusive probate juris- 
diction. Adoptions, 
guardianships 

I 
FAMILY C O U R T  (58) 
106 judges; 35 county judges 
also serve 
Jurisdiction: 
-Adoption. Child protection, 
family offenses, support, 
custody, paternity. 

dependency and neglect. 
-1uvenile delinquency, 

I Jury trials no t  generally 
available. I 

CITY COURT**(79) 
152 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $6,000, 

-Criminal with fi'ne less than 
small claims. 

$1,000, sentence less than 1 2  
months,  Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

A 

2nd 

3rd and 4th 

L I 

17 judges and 31 special 
judges for dangerous drug  
control 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction over 
claims to  which the state 

Department l- 

T O W N  A N D  
VILLAGE JUSTICE 
C O U R T  (2,231) 
2,230 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original civil under $1.000 
(generally small claims). 

-Original criminal with fine 
less than $1.000, sentence 
less than  12 months (mostly 
traffic). Felony preliminaries. 

Jury  trials. 

.. . L 
DISTRICT C O U R T  ( 2 )  
49 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- In Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 
- Civil actions under $6,000. 
- Criminal with fine less than $1.000 

o r  sentence less than 1 2  months.  
Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

OF NEW YORK 
120 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity under $ l O , O O O  

Jury trials 

A 
CRIMINAL C O U R T  OF THE 
CITY OF NEW YORK 
98 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Criminal with fine less than $1,000 

o r  sentence less than 1 2  months 
Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal 
'Eleven justices and 9 certified retired justices were certified to  the  Appellate Division of the Supreme C o u r t ,  t "Included are the city courts, justice courts, police courts, and recorder's courts. 
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NEU YORK COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

7 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed Disposed - 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
Civil ........................................................ N/A X ( 66)e 464 N/A 
Criminal ..................................................... N/A x (1ll)e 130 NIA 
Total appeals ................................................. N/A 531 (177)e 594 N/A 

0 ther cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Requests to appeal: 
Civil ...................................................... N/A 
Criminal: 
Application for leave to appeal .......................... N/A 

Other motions .............................................. N/A 
Total ....................................................... N/A 

Total other cases ............................................. N/A 

N/A 

1,692 
N/A 

1,69Zi 
1,6921 

584 ( 66)e N/A 

N/A 
668 N/A 

1,452 (1ll)e 
~~. 

2,704 (177)e 
2,704 (177)e 

. .  ~ 

N/A 
N/A 

..................................................... 3,298 (177)e NlA Total cases N/A 2,2231( 177)e 

Manner of disposi cionm 

Written opinion ............. 175 
Per curiam .................. 28 
Memorandum .................. 217 

Disposition of appeals 

Civil Criminal Total --- 
Affirmance .................. 310 81 391 
Reversal ................... 114 46 160 
Modification ............... 37 2 39 
Dismissal 3 1 4 
Other ...................... 0 0 0 

.................. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
X / A  = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data €or this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
One-hundred-eleven applications for leave to appeal criminal convictions and sixty-six civil applications were granted by the court. These 
applications when granted are not counted as a disposition until the resulting appeal is disposed. 
These granted applications are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

No filing is  counted for the appeal. 

iData are not complete: 

jExplanution of data included in the category: 

mhformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Total requests to appeal, total other cases, and tutai cases filed do not include civil requests to appeal or other motions. 

Motions include motions t o  appeal in civil cases and an unknown number of procedural motions. 

I n  addition to the 420 majority opinions, 18 concurring opinions and 76 dissenting opinions were filed. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, First Annual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEU YO= APPELLATE DIVISIONS OF TEE SUPRWE COURT 
Intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t  

4 div is ions .  24 judge# 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: - - 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. N / A  8 , 3 8 6 3  s,looj N / A  

Other cases : 
Original proceedings: 

Or ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion  ...................................... N/A ( j )  

Attorney d isc ip l inary  proceedings ........................ NIA ( j )  
Total  - NIA 0 

Tota l  other cases.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  N/A ( j )  

DiSCipliMry matters: 

..................................................... 
Requests to  appeal ........................................... 

N / A  

N / A  
2 

NIA 

Total  cases ..................................................... N/A 8,384i 9,213 N/A 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters:  -- .............................................. 

c_ 
Motions decided 16,363 

Tota l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... -- 16,363 

Manner of d i spos i t ion  

Ful l  op in ion  .................. 565 
Per curiam .................... 50 
Memorandum .................... 4,315 

Disposit ion of appeals 

Affirmances ................................. 5,440 
Reversal not including new t r i a l s  ........... 1,201 
Modifications ............................... 817 
Dismissals .................................. 359 
New t r i a l s  .................................. 224 
Other ....................................... 428 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
Blank space * Not enough information is known. The case category may or m y  not be handled by the cour t .  
Nl.4 = This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  
-- = Not applicable.  

CJudge information: 
In addi t ion  t o  the  24 permanently assigned judges, 11 jus t i ce s  and 9 c e r t i f i e d  r e t i r ed  ju s t i ce s  were temporarily assigned to  t h i s  cour t  

during 1978. 
iData a re  not complete: 

h x p l a n a t i o n  of da ta  included i n  the category: 
To ta l  cases f i l e d  do not include a l l  original proceedings. 

An unknown number of o r i g i n a l  proceedings are included in t o t a l  f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions  of appeals. 

' Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts,  F i r s t  Annual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repor t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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NKW YORK APPELJATE TEBLls OF TBB SUpBpllE COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

January 1, 1978 to December 31. 1978 
3 terms, 9 suprem court justices servec 

~ ~~ 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : - 
Total appeals ................................................. N/A 

0 ther cases : 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Requests to appeal ........................................... - 

Total other cases ............................................. 

__ 
2,215 

- 
1,821 

Total cases ..................................................... NIA 2,215 1,821 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

-- 3,565 

__ 3,565 

Motions heard OK submitted __ 
Total other proceedings -- 

................................... - __ - 
......................................... 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals 

Opinions filed .................. 0 Application rejected: 
Per curiam ...................... 1,194 Discontinued .................................. 
Memoranda written, not filed .... 155 Dismissed on calendar call (civil) ............ 

Dismissed on calendar call (criminal) ......... 
Remitted ............ :.... ..................... 
Total rejected ................................. 
Affirmed ...................................... 
Reversed ...................................... 
Modified ...................................... 
Dismissed, discontinued, withdrawn, remanded .. 
Total decisions rendered ....................... 

Decisions rendered: 

39 
343 
51 
2 

435 

537 
645 
158 
46 

1,386 

N/A 

Note: Appellate Terms of the Supreme Court hear civil and criminal appeals from the first and second departments. County Courts sitting as 
appellate courts for the third and fourth departments hear some equivalent criminal appeals; however, data regarding the volume of such 
casea are not available. For certain criminal cases New York has three intermediate appellate courts when County Courts sitting as 
appellate courts are counted. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
NfA This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
-- - Not applicable. 
CJudge information: 

During 1978, there were three appellate terms sitting with chree judges in each term; hence the total of nine judges for 1978. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, First Annual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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WBY mRK suPluwE CDUBT m C0LlNl-f COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

11 districts, 25W justices; 57 counties, 102C judges 
January 1, 1978 to Decerber 31. 1978j 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed' Disposed 

cnvild: 
Tort: 
Auto tort: 
Motor vehicle ............................................. 

Professional tort: 
Medical malpractice ....................................... 

Other tort .................................................. 
Total ........................................................ 
Condemnation ................................................ 
Uarriage dissolution: 

Real property rights: 

Domestic relations: 

Contested matrimonial ..................................... 
Appeal: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Tax certiorari ............................................ 

All others ................................................... 
Total civil .................................................... 

Other civil: 

Criminald: 
Felonyimisdemeanor: 
Indictments--New York City .................................. 
Indictments--outside New York City .......................... 
Total ........................................................ 

Total criminal ................................................. 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

3,631fh 

X 

X 
I_ 

65,472fh 

9, a25fJ 
NIA 

9,825fi 

9,825f 

20,514 

1,679 
13,491 
35,684 

130 

9,573 

6,425 

12,859 

64,671 

15,883 
15,623 
31,506 

31,506 

22,537 

1,434 
12,490 
36,461 

239 

9,381 

5,230 

12,596 

63,907 

17,100 

33,387 

33,387 

16,287 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

3,823 

X 

X 

66,236 

- 

8,608 
NIA 

8,608 

8,6081 

Grand total ..................................................... 75,297fi 96,177 97,294 74,8441 

Triald Criminal (felony/misdemeanor) dispositions 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Criminal: 
New York City ............ X X 1,941m 
Outside New York City .... X x 1,110m ..................... X Total X 3,051 

New York Outside 
City New York City Total 

Pleas of guilty: 
Felony ..................... 10,176 
Misdemeanor ................ 1,325 
Total ....................... 11,501 
Trial conviction ............. 1,356 
Acquittal .................... 658 
Dismissed .................... 3,585 
Disagreements ................ l20m 
Mistrials .................... 209m 
Youths adjudicated as 
youthful offenders .......... 1,289m 

Age of pending cases (average months) 

New York City Outside New York City g 
Projected average age: 
civil: 

Supreme Court .................... 13 
County Court ..................... __ 15 

9 
14 
9 

X 
X 

12.691 
865 
303 

2,428 
3 4m 
73m 

3,038m 

X 
X 

24,192 

961 
6,013 
154'" 
282m 

4,327m 

2,221 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

= Not applicable. 

C.ludge information: 
In addition to the 259 judges regularly assigned to the Supreme Court, 40 certified retired judges also served on this court during 1978. 
Of the 102 county court judges, 9 also serve as surrogates, 8 also serve as Family Court judges, and 27 also serve as both surrogates and 
Family Court judges. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition OK complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment, except in the trial data. 
A trial is counted if tried t o  verdict or decision, which includes mistrials. 

flseginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

i1)ata are not complete: 
Total criminal pending and grand total pending figures do not include felonyimisdemeanor indictments outside New York City. 

hxplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed includes new actions, restorations, and transfers into these courts from other courts, plus or minus transfers within the courts. 
Pending data for New York City criminal cases include only felony cases. 

There were 2 , 2 2 2  defendants tried in the 1,941 criminal trials, and approximately 1,241 defendants in the 1,110 trials. The dispositions 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

of disagreements, mistrials and youths adjudicated as youthful offenders are not counted in the disposed data of the profile's top 
port ion. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, First Annual Report 1979 (New York, New Pork: 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1979). Statistics are from the annual report except 
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CIVIL COURT OF TEE CITY OF NEV YDRK 
Cour t  of U m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  120 j udges  
J a n u a r y  1,  1978 to December 31 ,  1978 - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l d :  
T o r t  ........................................................... X 
C o n t r a c t :  

Commercial ................................................... X 
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Mousing p a r t  a c t i o n s  ......................................... 536 
Housing p a r t  (summary p roceed ing)  ............................ X 

Nonhousing p a r t  a c t i o n s  (summary p roceed ing)  ................. X 

T o t a l  ......................................................... X 
O t h e r  c i v i l :  

__ 

39,247 

19,938 

2 ,349  
68,597 
70,946 

X 

X 

1 ,938 
70,800 
72,738 

4,807 

X 

X 

94 7 
X 
X 

X - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 24,053f 135,782 134,147 24,954B 

Grand t o t a l k  ..................................................... 24,053f  135,782 134,147 24,954g 

T r i a l d  

Jury Non-jury 
C i v i l :  

T o r t  and c o n t r a c t  .......... 584 1,593 

T o t a l  ....................... 601 8 ,603  

Rea l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  and 
o t h e r  c i v i l  ............... 17 7,010 

T i m e  i n t e r v a l  ( ave rage  months) 

P r o j e c t e d  time from f i l i n g  of 
no te  of i s s u e  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n "  ....... 4 . 2  

T o t a l  

2,171 

7,027 
9,204 

___ 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  

T o r t  and 
c o n t r a c t  

r i g h t s  and 
o t h e r  c iv i l  Total 

S e t t l e d ,  d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  o r  d i smis sed  
b e f o r e  t r i a l  ......................... 

S e t t l e d  o r  d i s c o n t i n u e d  du r ing  t r i a l  .. 
Dismissed d u r i n g  t r i a l  ................ 
Marked o f f  c a l e n d a r  ................... 
Defau l t  judgment ( i n q u e s t )  ............ 
D e f a u l t  (no i n q u e s t )  .................. 
Inques t  by c o u r t  ...................... 
Consent judgment ...................... 
Refe r red  t o  r e f e r e e  ................... 
Disagreement  o r  mistrial .............. 
A r b i t r a t i o n  ........................... 

38,558 
824 

83 
7 ,757  
5,868 -- 

-- 
21 

100 
1.214 

-- 

47 ,660  86,218 
2,666 3 ,490  

241 324 
265 8 ,022  
465 6 ,333  

16,648 16 ,648  
2,548 2 ,548  

2 23 
0 0 
0 100 -- 1,214 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-- = Nor a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of c o u n t :  
A c i v i l  ca se  is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

Data are a s  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

This  is a r e s u l t  of ad jus tmen t s  made by t h e  c o u r t .  

This  c o u r t  a l s o  d i sposed  of 51,946 motions and i s s u e d  170,437 o r d e r s  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d .  

Time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  are o n l y  f o r  tort, c o n t r a c t ,  and housing p a r t  a c t i o n s .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  

.%Change i n  pending does  no t  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

kAddi t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  

"T ime  i n t e r v a l  o r  age  of pending d a t a :  

Source: Chief Admin i s t r a to r  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  F i r s t  Annual Report  1979 (New York, New York: 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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C B I M W  COURT OP TEE CITP OP NEW PORK 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

1 cour t .  98 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

P 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cririnald: 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
P r e l i d n a r y  bearing: 

Felony ....................................................... 
ordinance vio la t ion :  

Violations ................................................... 
Non-traffic summonsj ......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
O t b e r  c r imina l  ................................................. - 

100,600ik X 

83 ,700ik X 

30,200ik X 
441,257 N/A 

9,500ik X 
471,457 NIA 

Total  c r imina l  .................................................. 8,682fhi 665,366 218,6231 14,1681 

Traf f ic :  
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v io la t ion :  

T ra f f i c  summons .............................................. N I A  - 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A 

99,283 

99,283 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 8,682fhi 764,649k 218,623ik 14,1681 

Tr ia ld  

C r t a i d m  ............ 893 

C r i m i n a l  d i sp  osi t i onsm 

Pleas of gu i l t y  .................. 101,628 
T r i a l  convictiond ................ 307 
Acquittald ....................... 662 
Refer ra l s  t o  grand jury .......... 16,367 
Dismissals ....................... 88,217 
Other ............................ 11,442 

~~ ~~~ 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
N/A - T h i s  case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the da ta  a re  unavailable.  
X - The da ta  f o r  t h i s  case type are knowo t o  be included in the t o t a l  but were not unavailable by category. 

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 
The criminal case un i t  of count f o r  caseflow is the number of defendants on the indictment or canplaint.  T r i a l  data a r e  based on the  number 

A trial is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  verd ic t  or decision. 

Figures a re  a s  given in the  annual report .  

Beginning pending f igu re  vas canputed from f i l ed .  disposed, and end pending f igures .  

Not included in the criminal casetype breakdown a re  109 cases tha t  could not be iden t i f i ed  by type. 
To ta l  criminal pending and d ispos i t ion  f igures  do not include non-traffic summons cases. 
Grand t o t a l  pending and disposed f igures  do not include criminal non- t ra f f ic  summons cases or  t r a f f i c  cases. 

Non-traffic summons includes a l l  "nonarrest  cases and a r r e s t  cases of peddling" where a desk appearance t i cke t  was issued. 

C r i m i n a l  breakdowns f o r  case ca tegor ies  given in the annual repor t  are estimates of the volume of cases f i l e d  during the c a r t  year. The 

of t r ials,  conducted, any one of which may include more than one defendant. 

fBeginning pending f igu re  f o r  the  1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igu re  f o r  the  1977 court  year: 

hFigure was computed: 

hats a r e  not complete: 

h x p l a a a t i o n  of data  included in the category: 

kAdditional information: 

t o t a l  number of cases f i l e d  is based on the ac tua l  count of cases.  There was d i f f e rence  of 109 cases  between the estimates fo r  each case 
type and the ac tua l  t o t a l  volume which could not be iden t i f i ed  by case type. 

There were a l s o  77,762 warrants f i l e d  and 61.929 warrants executed by the cmrt during the year. 

Data fo r  criminal t r i a l  and d i spos i t i on  char t s  include only misdemeanor and ordinance v io l a t ion  cases. 
mhformation on type of d i spos i t ion  or t r ial  data:  

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, F i r s t  Annual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r an  the annual report  except 
that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



NEU moBg PAHILY 0ouu.ri 
Court of Waited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 
58 c o u r t s ;  106 judges and 35 county judges s e r v e  

End 
pendingg Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civ i ld :  
Domestic re la t ions :  

Supporclcustody: 
Custody of minors .......................................... 
Support (non-ADC and ADC) .................................. 
liniform support  of dependent’s law ......................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Other d a e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Supreme Court r e f e r r a l  ..................................... 
Foster care  review ......................................... 
Approval of f o s t e r  c a r e  placement .......................... 
Phys ica l ly  handicapped ..................................... 
Family o€fense ............................................. 
P a t e r n i t y  (non-AN and A N )  ................................ 
Supplementary .............................................. Other proceedings .......................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

E s t a t e :  
Guardianship/consertorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship ............................................... 
Mental defec t ive  ............................................. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
H e m a l  k a l t h :  

Juveni le :  
Criminal-type offense: 

S t a t u s  offense: 

Non-offense: 

Juveni le  delinquency ......................................... 
Person in need of superv is ion  ............................... 
Permanent neglect ............................................ 
Child protective--neglect .................................... 
Child pratective--abuse ...................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Consent t o  marry ............................................ 

Tota l  juveni le  ................................................. 
O t h e r  juvenile:  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 

1,261fh i  11,4431 10,7351 
11,134fN 43,664i 50,5781 
2,871fhi 26,8561 27,0841 

15,266fhi 81,9631 88,397i 
1,166fhi 3,7491 3,9461 

i 4 s f h i  

i ,27  7 f h i  
1,653fhi 

1, 187fhi 
2 097fhi 
6 : 9 3 1 f u  

of h i  
427fM 

1 ,717fh i  
30 .149fu  

1,6791 
4,3981 
7,1941 
7,4581 

19 ,8741 
38,1501 

1,9711 
106,4351 
187,1591 
272,8711 

1,507i 
5,4961 
7,4861 
7,96fi1 

20,1161 
37,321i 

1,151i 
95,2551 

176,3041 
268,6471 

459fhi 7861 920i 

3f h i  61 9 i  - 
3O,61lf hi 273,6631 2 6 9 , 5 7 f ~ ~  

11,673fhi 26,7 981 31 ,629i 

5, 121fhi 12,768i 15, 39li  

1 273fhi 1,1821 1,89a1 
5:979fhi 6,3781 9,46S1 

of h i  1,4101 68Li 
7,25Zfhi 8,9701 12,044l 

24,487fhi 48,8181 59,7781 

55, 0 9 8 f u  322,4811 329,3541 

1,9691 
6,220i 
2,6431 

10,8321 
9691 

3171 

1 9851 
6791 

1,855l 
7,1541 

11.607i 
23,9461 

1, 5551 

19481 

35,7471 

3251 

01 

36,07281 

6,8421 

2 ,49ai 

5571 
2,8921 

49981 
3,  948gi 

91  

13,2971 

49,36981 

Civil d i s p o s i  t ions i  
Withdrawn or 

dismissed 
D c m e s t i c  relations: 

Supportlcustody ........................... 32,059 
Adoption .................................. 95 
Other d c r e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  .................. 33,185 

T o t a l  ...................................... 65,339 
E s t a t e :  

Guardianship/consertorship/trusteeship .. 166 
Mental h e a l t h  ............................... 4 

T o t a l  ........................................ 65,509 

Time i n t e r v a l  (days) ik  
Over 

0-7 8-14 15-21 22-30 31-90 91-180 181-365 366-730 730 
Juveni le  c h i l d  p r o t e c t i v e  proceedings = w d a J s w d a J s * *  w a a y s  

involving c h i l d  abuse: 
F i l i n g  of p e t i t i o n  t o  i n i t i a l  fac t - f ind ing  hearing: 

Boys .................................... 101 26 18 a 112 95 56 11 0 
Girls ................................... 135 27 31 23 160 91 54 18 0 

Boys .................................... 101 4 4 12 111 98 73 23 7 
Girls ................................... 131 10 3 19 154 91 108 26 3 

I n i t i a l  fac t - f ind ing  hear ing  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  hearing: 
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New York Family C o u r t  ( con t inued)  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does  no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

gChange i n  pending does n o t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  

F i g u r e s  are c a l c u l a t e d  from d a t a  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

The sum of cases l i s t e d  in t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  a s  d i sposed  and end pending was  smaller than  the number of cases l i s t e d  as f i l e d .  T h e r e f o r e  0 
was e n t e r e d  as t h e  beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h i s  ca t egory .  

hF igure  was computed: 

iData a r e  n o t  complete:  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca t egory :  

kAddit i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s e d ,  and end pending d a t a .  

Incomple t e  d a t a  were r e p o r t e d  f o r  Kings County. 

The end pending f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  on ly  p e t i t i o n s  a c t i v e l y  pending a t  t h e  end of t h e  pe r iod .  

The re  were cases i n v o l v i n g  6 8  boys and 95 g i r l s  i n  which no i n i t i a l  f a c t - f i n d i n g  hea r ing  w a s  he ld .  - 

Source:  Chief  Admin i s t r a to r  of t h e  Cour t s ,  F i r s t  Annual Report  1979 ( N e w  York, New York: 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

NEU YO= DISTRICT COWT AUD CITY COURT 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 c o u n t i e s :  2 c o u r t s ,  49 judges; 61 cities: 79 courts. 152 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

- pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ NIA N I A  71,826 N f  A 
S m a l l  claims ................................................... N/A 44,176 43,952 N/A 

T o t a l  c i v i l i . .  ................................................... N/A 44,176i 115,778 N f  A 

Cr imina ld :  - - 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N ~ A  N f A  123,578 N I A  

T r a f f i c :  
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

A l l  motor v e h i c l e  o f f e n s e s  ................................... N/A NfA 326,599 N/A 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A N f A  326,599 N/A 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... N I A  44,1761 565,955 N I A  

-d C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

C i v i l  ................ 5,221 T o t a l  T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
C r i m i n a l  ............. 1,675 
T r a f f i c  .............. 8,182 P l e a  ................ 64,524 P l e a  .................. 212,856 

T o t a l  ................. 15,078 Dismissa l  ............ 47,290 Dismissa l  ............. 100,365 
Conv ic t ion  .......... 877 Conv ic t ion  ............ 6,282 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  A c q u i t t a l  ........... 798 A c q u i t t a l  ............. 1,900 
Held f o r  grand j u r y  . 4,626 Mistrial .............. 9 

- 

............ Discon t inued  .............. 15,415 Mistrial 37 Held f o r  grand j u r y  ... 192 
Dismissed ................. 8,212 Othe r  ............... 5,463 Othe r  ................. 5.004 
D e f a u l t  ................... 29,280 
Mistrial .................. 224 
Othe r  ..................... 13,698 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of d e f e n d a n t s  on t h e  ind ic tmen t  o r  compla in t .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  d e c i s i o n  o r  v e r d i c t .  

T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  on ly  small c l a i m s  cases. 
bats are n o t  complete:  

Source:  Chief Admin i s t r a to r  of t h e  Cour t s ,  F i r s t  Annual Report  1979 (New York, New York: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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NEU YORK SUEEOGATES' COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

62 c o u r t s ;  35 s u r r o g a t e s  and 36  county judges s e r v e  
January  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

pending pending 

C i v i l %  
Danestic relations: 

Es ta te :  
Adoption ..................................................... 
Probate/wills/tntestate: 

Probate of w i l l s  ........................................... 
Administration proceedings ................................. 
Accounting proceedings ..................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Guardianship proceedings ................................... 
Other proceedings .......................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Guardiansbfp/conaervatorship/trusteesNp : 

Other  estate: 

- 

NIA N/A 

41,291 
N/A 

11,223 
52, 51ki 

NIA 

N/A 
52,5141 

3,27Sk 

39,159 
26,211 
6,980 

72,350 

5,83gk 

2,937 
81,126 

N / A  

..................................................... T o t a l  c i v i l  NIA 52,5141 84,401 N / A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NIA 52,514i 84,401 N I A  

T r i a l d  

C i v i l :  
Probatelvills/intestate: 

Probate  of w i l l s  .......................... 44 
Guardianehiplconservatorsbipltrusteeship .... 55 
Other estate ................................ 1,608 

T o t a l  ........................................ 1,707 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  9 This case  type i s  handled by the  c o u r t ,  but the d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case  is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  
A t r ia l  is counted as t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

P r o b a t e h i l l d i n t e s t a t e ,  estate, and t o t a l  c i v i l  f i l e d  and grand t o t a l  f i l e d  inc lude  only probate  of wills and accounting proceedings.  
kats a r e  not complete: 

Dispos i t ions  c o n t a i n  d a t a  f o r  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  
kAddit iona l  information: 

The adoption d isposed  f i g u r e  inc ludes  82 p e t i t i o n s  which were denied, d i smissed ,  or  withdrawn. In t h e  remaining 3,193 c a s e s ,  o r d e r s  of 

The guard ianship  disposed f i g u r e  i n c l u d e s  19  l e t t e r s  of guard ianship  which were denied. The remaining 5,820 l e t t e r s  of guard ianship  were 
adoption were granted. 

granted. 

Source: Chief Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  Cour ts ,  F i r s t  Annual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

NEU YOBK aOUaT OF CLAIMS 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 court. 17  regular judges and 31 special judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Court of Claims f o r  1978. 

NEW YORK Wrnr AND V I U G E  JUSTICE COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2,231 courts. 2,230 j u s t i c e s  of t h e  peace 
January  1, 1978 t o  D e c a b e r  31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases  handled i n  t h e  TOM Court o r  Vi l lage  Court d u r i n g  1978. 
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NORTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

I 
Death o r  
life im onment  

SUPREME COURT 
7 lustices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Hears direct appeals on  death o r  life 
imprisonment sentence. 

Cour t  of Appeals, and Utilities 
Commission general rate-making case 
appeals are heard as  of right from 
Cour t  of Appeals. 

-Other  appeals of major interest are 
discretionarv. 

-Constitutional questions, dissent in 

COURT OF APPEALS 
9judges  
Jurisdiction: 
-Appeals from Iowercourts, the Utilities 
Commission, Industrial Commission. 
and Commissioner of [nsurance. I SUPERIOR COURT (32) 

58 judges and 8 special judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions over $5,000. 
-Felonies, misdemeanor appeals 
Appeals are trial de novo 
Appeals from administrative agencies 
except Utilities Commission, Industrial 
Commission, and Commissioner of 
Insurance. 

Jury trials. 

t 
Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (32) 
126 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions $5.000 o r  less. 

I-- 
. .  

domestic relations, divorces. 
-Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
-Juvenile. 

I Jury  trials in civil. 
N o  iurv trials in criminal. 

I 

Cour t  of 
last resort  - 1  

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  1 
Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cour t  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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NORTB CAROLINA SUpBplIE CDURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
February 3,  1978 to February 5 ,  1979 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals : 
Civil: 
Dissent in Court of Appeals ................................ 
Substantial constitutional question ........................ 
Petition for  discretionary review of decision 

oE Court of Appeals, allowed ............................. 
Petition for discretionary review prior: 
tn determination by Court of Appeals, allowed ............ 

Petition for writ of certiorari, allowed ................... 
Other statutory appeals of right ........................... 
Total ....................................................... 
LiEe Sentence .............................................. 
Death sentence ............................................. 
Dissent in Court of Appeals ................................ 
Substantal constitutional question ......................... 
Petition for  discretionary review of decision 
of Court of Appeals, allowed ............................. 

Petition for discretionary review prior to determination 
by Court of Appeals, allowed ............................ 

Petition of writ of certiorari, allowed .................... 
Other statutory appeals of right ........................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Criminal: 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Qrfginal proceedings: 
Habeas corpus allowed ..................................... 
Supersedeas allowed ....................................... 
Mandamus (civil) allowed .................................. 
Mandamus (criminal) allowed ............................... 
Total ...................................................... 
Disciplinary : 
Board of law examiners ................................... 
Judicial standards commission ............................ 
Total ..................................................... 
Advieory opinion: 

On mandate from U.S. Supreme Court ....................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Requests to appeal: 
civil: 
Discretionary review to review Court of Appeals .......... 
Discretionary review prior to decision by 
Court of Appeals ....................................... 

Petition for writ of certiorari .......................... 
Mandamus (civil) ......................................... 
Total ..................................................... 
Diacretionary review to review Court of Appeals .......... 
Discretionary review prior to decision by 
Court of Appeals ....................................... 

Petition for writ of certiorari .......................... 
Mandamus (criminal) ...................................... 
Total ..................................................... 

Criminal: 

Other: 
On mandate from U.S. Supreme Court ....................... 
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Supersedeas .............................................. 

Total ..................................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Total other cases ............................................. 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Other matters: 
Applications f o r  further review .............................. 
Other motions and petitions acted on--petitions docket ....... 
Other motions and petitions acted on--appeals docket ......... 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

NIA 

N/A 
N/A 
NIB 
N/A 

N/A 

NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
NlA 
NIA 
N/A 
NIA 

-37x 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

148 (34)e 

5 ( 8je 
8 ( 6)e 
1 ( ole 

162 (48)e 

126 (14)e 

1 ( 

1 ( 0)e 
25l( 2)e 

153 (16)e 

( 
5 ( l)e 
15 ( 0)e 
20 ( l)e 

335 (65Ie 
X (65)e 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

NJA 
NJA 
N/A 
NJA 

NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
NJA -m 

3lfi 541 (60)e 487 (65)e 5081 

N/A N/A 24 NlA 

NIA NIA 158 N/A 
N/A NIA NIA 166 - - 

N/A NIA 348 NJA 

Manner of disposition 

Civil Criminal Total - ~ -  
Opinions rendered ................. 55 79 134 
Cases dismissed or withdrawn ...... 8 10 18 
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North Caro l ina  Supreme Court  (cont inued)  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  - This case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but the d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be included in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

eCases not included i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review granted  a r e  not counted a s  disposed u n t i l  t h e  appea l  is disposed; a f i l i n g  is not c a n t e d  f o r  

t h e  appeal.  These gran ted  p e t i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses.  The number of gran ted  p e t i t i o n s  appearing in t h e  f i l e d  
column w i l l  u s u a l l y  d i f f e r  from t h e  number appearing in t h e  disposed column because p e t i t i o n s  allowed during one term may not  be docketed 
as appea ls  u n t i l  t h e  following term. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 c o u r t  year  does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 Court year:  

gChange in pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

iData a r e  not complete: 

I S p e c i a l  source  OK r e v i s i o n  in t h e  da ta :  

F igures  a r e  a s  g iven  in t h e  unpublished r e p o r t s .  

Pending f i g u r e s  a r e  incomplete.  A l l  d a t a  a r e  a s  g iven  in the  unpublished r e p o r t s .  

Pending data f o r  t o t a l  cases  do not inc lude  requests t o  appeal.  

This f i g u r e  was cor rec ted  by t h e  c l e r k  of the  c o u r t  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: Clerk  of t h e  Supreme Court ,  Supreme Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s ,  Spring Term 1978; F a l l  Term 1978 (Raleigh, North Caro l ina) (unpubl i shed) .  
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  unpublished r e p o r t s  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessary ,  and c o r r e c t i o n s  were made during 
d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

NORTH CBBOLLNA DDUBT OP APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c a r t  

9 j&es 
January 1, 1978 t n  December 31. 1978 - P 

End 
Pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

Civi l  and appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case ............... N f  A 
C K h % U d  ..................................................... N/A 
Unspecified .................................................. NfA 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. N71i 

6971 546j 
4771 489 
(j) 98 - 1,1741 1,133 

Other cases :  
O K Q i o a l  proceedings ......................................... 
Reques ts  to appeal:  .......................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  ............................................. P e t i t i o n s  .................................................. 3511 313l N/A 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... N / A  1,525 1.446 N / A  

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions and p e t i t i o n s  ........................................ 0 1,086 1,086 - - - 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings .......................................... 0 1.086 1,086 

0 

0 

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
R e q u e s t s  

Appeals t o  appea l  
C i v i l  and agency Cr imina l  T o t a l  

Wri t ten  opinion ....................... 546 489 1,035 -- 
Withdrawal, d i s m i s s a l .  OK t r a n s f e r  .... X X 95 0 

37 
272 

4 

- _- _ _  Granted ............................... 
Denied ................................ 
Remanded .............................. 0 0 

-- -- -- __ 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough informat ion  is known. The case  ca tegory  may or nray not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
N I A  - This case  type is  handled by the  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
-- - Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

JExplanation of d a t a  inc luded  i n  the  category: 
C i v i l  a p p e a l s  disposed f i g u r e  inc ludes  appea ls  f r m  the  Insurance  Canmissioner, t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Canmission, and t h e  U t i l i t i e s  Canmission, a s  

There a r e  no case f i l i n g s  t h a t  were unspec i f ied .  These cases  a r e  cases  disposed of by d i s m i s s a l  bu t  otherwise unident ie iab le .  

The f i l i n g  d a t a  f o r  appea ls  cases were suppl ied  by the  c l e r k  of t h e  c o u r t  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
F i l i n g  and d i s p o s i t i o n  data f o r  requests t D  appea l  were suppl ied  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c a r t s  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

nlInformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  da ta :  
The 1,035 opin ions  disposed of 1,038 cases .  

w e l l  a s  c iv i l  appeals.  

].Special source  or r e v i s i o n  in d a t a :  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  North Caro l ina  Cour ts ,  1978 (Raleigh, North Caro l ina :  1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r m  t h e  annual 
r e p o r t  and unpublished d a t a  provided by the  c l e r k  of the  c o u r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessary,  and a d d i t i o n s  
were suppl ied  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  and t h e  c l e r k  of the  c o u r t  during da ta  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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NOETB CAROLIUA SUPERIOR COURT 
C o u r t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

32 d i s t r i c t s ,  58 r e g u l a r  and 8 s p e c i a l  judges 
January  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C h i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 14,660 11,541 
E s t a t e 9  ........................................................ 45, 706f1 32,602 

S p e c i a l  proceedingsaj. .  ....................................... 20,003fh 27,078 
Other civil: 

10,910 
30,841 

21,272 

15,285 
45,467l 

19,815 

T o t a l  c i v i l . .  .................................................... 80,369f 71,221 69,023 82,567 

Felony ......................................................... 10,694 30,576 29,113 12,157 
Appeal of t r ia l  court case: 

Misdemeanor t r i a l  de novo .................................... 7,754 22,702 21,684 8,772 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 18,448 53,278 50,797 20,929 

C r i m i d d :  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 98,817f 124,499 119,820 103,496 

- T r i a l d  C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Jury NOIII~UJY Total 
C i v i l  ........ 611 4,565 

Felony ..... 2,034 N/A N / A  
Appeal ..... 1,457 N/ A N/  A 

T o t a l  ....... 3,491 N / A  N/A 
Grand t o t a l  ... 4,102 N/A N/A 

Criminal:  

Pelony 
By p lea  ............................... 15,707 
Dismissal by d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  ........ 9,801 

Age of pending c a s e s  Time from f i l i n g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  

C i v i l  Pelony C i v i l  Felony Appeal T o t a l  - 
Under 30 days .......... 853 1,821 e Number of cases  disposed i n :  
30 t o  60 days .......... (n) 1,937 1,569 Under 30 days ................... 627 5,130 4,579 10,336 
61 t o  90 days .......... (n) 1,501 962 30 t o  60 days ................... ( n )  7,056 5,054 (n) 
30 t o  90 davs .......... 1.738 3.438 2.531 61 t o  90 davs ................... (n) 4.948 3.469 ( n )  
91 t o  180 days ......... 2;147 2;589 1;897 30 t o  90 d a i s  ................... 1,513 12;004 8;523 22,040 
181 days t o  1 y e a r  ..... 3,489 2,235 1,463 91 t o  180 days .................. 1,263 6,431 4,779 12,473 
1+ t o  2 y e a r s  .......... 3,751 1,509 951 181 days t o  1 y e a r  .............. 2,114 3,598 2,419 8,131 
Over 2 years  ........... 3,307 565 302 1+ t o  2 years  ................... 2,805 1,404 1,082 5,291 
Average age (days) ..... 494.4 208.8 182.4 Over 2 y e a r s  .................... 2,594 546 302 3,442 

Average t ime (days)  ............. 516.2 128.3 120.9 N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  the  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

aCOurt luKisdictiOn: 
E s t a t e  and s p e c i a l  proceedings cases  were disposed by t h e  c l e r k s  of t h e  Super ior  Court. 

A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is not c o n s i s t e n t  s ta tewide .  Cases are counted according t o  what t h e  c o u r t s  have i n  f a c t  t r e a t e d  a s  cases.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted when the  j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r ia l  is counted a t  t h e  poin t  when an opening statement or  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs.  

F igures  a r e  a s  g iven  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was c a l c u l a t e d  using f i l e d ,  disposed, and end pending f i g u r e s .  

S p e c i a l  proceedings inc lude  such  m a t t e r s  a s  p e t i t i o n s  i n  f o r e c l o s u r e ,  involuntary  commitments t o  mental  h o s p i t a l s ,  adopt ions ,  condemnations 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year does not equal  the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 cour t  year:  

hFigure w a s  computed: 

h x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  category: 

of r e a l  p roper ty  f o r  p u b l i c  purposes,  and incompetency of persons t o  manage t h e i r  personal  f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s .  
lSpec ia1  source  or  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

nInformation time i n t e r v a l  or  age of pending d a t a :  
These f i g u r e s  were c o r r e c t e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

C i v i l  d a t a  for  30 t o  60 days and 61 t o  90 days a r e  included i n  t h e  t o t a l  f i g u r e  l i s t e d  a s  30 t o  90 days. 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Courts,  North Caro l ina  Cour ts ,  1978 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r m  t h e  annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and r e v i s i o n s  were made dur ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s .  
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NORTB CAROLINA DISTRICT COWT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

32 d i s t r i c t s ,  126 judges 
January  1, 1978 t o  Decmber 31. 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

Civ i ld :  
Law: 

General c i v i l  ................................................ 33,551 
Small claims ................................................... 18,161 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. 20,646 

'Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 72,358 

c ciminald: 
Other  c r imina l :  

Nonmotor vehic le  ............................................. 48,501 

T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. 48,501 

43,197 
171,612 
49,311 

264,120 

39,796 
169,275 
45,913 

254,984 

- 

36,952 
20,498 
24,044 

81,494 

360,401 350,589 58,313 

360,401 350,589 58,313 

T r a f f i c  : 
O t h e r  traffic v i o l a t i o n :  

Motor vehic le  ................................................ 88,643 801,787 102,713 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 88,643 815,857 801,787 102,713 

815,857 

Juveni led  : 
Criminal-type offense: ...................................................... C a p i t a l  N/A 28 X N/A 

Other fe lony  ................................................. N / A  3,397 X N/A 
Misdemeanor .................................................. N / A  6,794 X N/A 
Probat ion  v i o l a t i o n  .......................................... N / A  1,883 x N/A 

T o t a l  ......................................................... N/A 12,642 12,245 N/A 

Truancy ...................................................... NfA 994 X N/A 
Other undisc ip l ined  .......................................... N/A 2,792 X N/A 

T o t a l  N/A 3,789 3,934 N/A 

Dependent N / A  2,488 2,954 N l A  

S t a t u s  offense: 

......................................................... 
Non-of fense :  .................................................... .................................................... Neglected N / A  2,710 3,448 NIA 

T o t a l  ......................................................... N/A 5,198 6,402 N/A 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N/A 21,629 22,581 N/A 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 209,50Zfi 1,462,007 1,429,941 242,520i 

*d Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

J u r y  Non-jury By m a g i s t r a t e  Total 
Law ................. 331 12,725 __ 13,056 
Small  claims ........ -- __ 161.153 161.153 

- C i v i l :  

Domestic relations .. 59 39,292 -- 39;351 

C r i m i o a l  .............. -- 36,738 -_ 36,738 
T r a f f i c  ............... -- 37,263 -_ 37,263 

T o t a l  ................ 390 52,017 161,153 213,560 

T o t a l  .................. 390 126,018 161,153 287,561 

Time from f i l i n g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  

C i v i l  Criminal - _ _ _  
Number of c a s e s  disposed in :  

Under 30 days ......... 144,066 228,0491 
30 t o  60 days ......... (n) 66,4661 
61 t o  90 days ......... ( n )  22,0001 
30 t o  90 days ......... 62,639 88,4661 
91 t o  180 days ........ 18,618 20,2771 
181 days t o  1 year  .... 11,096 7,057l 
1 t o  2 years  .......... 8,308 4,9911 
2 t o  4 y e a r s  .......... 8,761 1,749 

Average time t o  
More than  4 years  ..... 1,496 (n) 

d i s p o s i t i o n  (days)  ... 102.0 43.9 

Traffic T o t a l  

524,459 896,574 

40,580 N/A 
205,926 357,031 
48,379 87,274 
15,346 33,499 
5,584 18,883 
2,093 12,603 

( n )  N/A 

39.1 N/A 

- -  

165,346 NIA 

Age of pending c a s e s  (days)  

Small  c l a i m s  
C i v i l  C i v i l  

pending appealed 
before  from 

Law m a g i s t r a t e  m a g i s t r a t e  
Under 30 days ................. 2,925 7,620 162 
30 t o  60 days (n) (n) (n) 
61 to 90 days (n) (n)  ( n )  
30 t o  90 days ................. 5,214 4,385 318 
91 t o  180 days ................ 4,859 2,453 318 
181 days t o  1 year  ............ 6,535 2,576 519 
1+ t o  2 y e a r s  ................. 7,904 2,722 454 
2+ t o  4 years  ................. 5,396 722 501 
Over 4 years  .................. 1,808 20 39 
Average time (days)  ........... 479.9 172.2 433.8 

................. ................. 

P l e a  of g u i l t y  .......................... 130,667 
Pre l iminary  hearing ..................... 20,340 
Waiver .................................. 45,383 
Dismissed by d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  .......... 72,417 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

P lea  of guilty.......................... 165,680 
Pre l iminary  hear ing  ..................... 1,703 
Waiver .................................. 484,685 
Dismissed by d i e t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  .......... 83,250 

Juvenile d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Retained Dismissed T o t a l  
Criminal-type offense . 9,033 3,212 12.245 

Non-of f e n s e  : 

--- 
S t a t u s  of fense  ........ 2,523 1,411 3,934 

Dependeot ........... 2,231 723 2,945 
Neglected ........... 2,663 785 3,448 

T o t a l  ................ 4,894 1,508 6,402 
T o t a l  .................. 16,450 6,131 22,581 

O t h e r  D o m e s t i c  
relations criminal T r a f f i c  

2,443 16,843 40,452 
(n)  7,708 16,979 
( n )  4,526 8,126 

4,116 12,234 25,105 
3,506 8,247 14.932 
4,466 9,042 11,646 
5,375 8,810 8,764 
2,980 3,137 1,814 
1,158 (n) (4 
449.3 221.3 136.8 

(continued on next  page) 



Nor th  C a r o l i n a  District Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  c a s e  t y p e  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
!.he c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  I s  no t  c o n s i s t e n t  s t a t e w i d e .  Cases are counted acco rd ing  t o  what t he  CoUKts have i n  f a c t  t r e a t e d  as c a s e s .  
A j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g  is a n  a l l e g a t i o n  con ta ined  i n  a j u v e n i l e  p e t i t i o n .  J u v e n i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  are t h e  number of a d j u d i c a t o r y  hea r ings  on 

A j u r y  t r i a l  is  counted when t h e  j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when a n  opening s t a t emen t  o r  t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  OCCUKS. 

F i g u r e s  a r e  a s  g iven  i n  the annua l  r e p o r t .  

Grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do no t  i n c l u d e  j u v e n i l e  cases. Grand t o t a l  f i l e d  and d i sposed  i n c l u d e  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  

Criminal time from f i l i n g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  du r ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Da ta  f o r  a l l  c i v i l  case c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  t h e  30 t o  60  and 6 1  t o  90 days  c l a s s e s  f o r  age of pending and t i m e  i n t e r v a l  c h a r t s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  t h e  

Criminal and t r a f f i c  cases t a k i n g  more than  4 y e a r s  between f i l i n g  and d i s p o s i t i o n  are inc luded  in t h e  2 t o  4 y e a r s  class. 

j u v e n i l e  p e t i t i o n s .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  do not  equa l  end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

are no t  complete:  

I S p e c i a l  sou rce  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

" In fo rma t ion  on time i n t e r v a l  or age of pending da ta :  

30 t o  90 days c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  Nor th  C a r o l i n a  Cour t s ,  1978 (Ra le igh ,  North Caro l ina :  1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  
r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and r e v i s i o n s  were made by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p rocess  of d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

P 
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NORTH DAKOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and 

criminal matters from District Court!  
and County Courts with Increased 
Jurisdiction. 
I 

WITH INCREASED 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
19 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All civil actions exclusive over $1.000. 
- All criminal felony cases. 
- Misdemeanors. 
- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. I Jury trials. 

I 

JURISDICTION (15) 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $~,ooo.  Small 

claims under $1,000. Criminal 
jurisdiction in probate, testamentary 
and guardianship matters. 

- Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury  trials. I 

MUNICIPAL COURT (184) 
172 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations. 

No p r y  trials 

COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT (38) 
38 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Probate, guardianship, and o ther  

testamentary matters. 

COUNTY JUSTICE 
COURT (38) 
38 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $200 except 

boundary or title disputes. Small 
claims under $500. 

- Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 

Jury  trials. 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 1 
Courts of 

limited 
urisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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NOETE MKOTA SUPBELIE COURT 
Court of last r e s o r t  

5 justices 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending fl pending Filedd Disposed 

Caaes: 
Appeals : 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 101 
C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... 51 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 151 
Other cases : 

Orig ina l  proceedings: 
Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  

Disc ip l inary  matter: 
Habeas corpus, mandamus, prohib i t ion  ..................... 
Disc ip l inary  ............................................. 
Jud ic i a l  Qual i f ica t ions  Commission ....................... 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Cer t i f i ed  questions ...................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Cer t io ra r i  ................................................. 
Writs requesting o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion  ..................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

Advisory opinion: 

Requests t o  appeal: 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
N/A 

N/A 
o i  

213h 
61h 

27in 

NIA 

3 
1 
4 

N / A  
41 

N I A  
N / A  

N/A 
41 

1 2 7 h  9 61 
41h 251 
168" 1211 

N/A 

3 
1 
4 

N/A 
4 i  

NIA 
7 
7 1  

111 
-. 

N I A  

0 
0 
0 

N / A  
N I A  

N / A  
N / A  
N / A  
01 

-. 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 15i1 2781 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing reques ts . . . . . . .  ....................................... N / A  N / A  
Motions ........................................................ N/A N/A 

Tota l  other proceedings.. ........................................ N I A  N / A  

T i m e  i n t e r v a l  (average days) 

From f i l i n g  en t ry  of judgment t o  not ice  
of appeal .................................... 

Manner of disposit ionm From not ice  of appeal to  decision ............. 
From not ice  of appeal to complete record .... 
From appel lan t ' s  b r i e f s  to appel lee ' s  b r i e f s .  
From at  i ssue  (case ready for  calendaring) 

t o  hearing ................................. 
From hearing to decision ...................... 

Written opinion ............. 133m From complete record to  appel lan t ' s  b r i e f s  .. 

17gi 12111 

38 
385 

423 

- 

C i v i l  crimina1 

41 25 
206h 211h 

44 38 
43 46 
32 30 

38 43 
49 54 

N/A 
N/A 

N / A  

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 
A f i l i n g  in  North Dakota is not reported ( fo r  s t a t i s t i c a l  purposes) u n t i l  the case has been argued before the cour t ;  therefore ,  f igures  

reported a re  lower than ac tua l  court  workload. 
hFigure was computed: 

F i l ing  f igures  f o r  appeals were computed by subt rac t ing  beginning pending f igures  from t o t a l  caseload f igures  given in  the annual repor t .  
Disposed f igu res  were ca lcu la ted  from f i l e d  and pending f igures  given i n  d i f f e ren t  ed i t ions  of the annual repor t .  
Time i n t e rva l  from no t i ce  of appeal t o  dec is ion  data were calculated by adding the f ive  ca tegor ies  included i n  the char t .  

Beginning pending f igures  fo r  t o t a l  o ther  cases and t o t a l  cases do not include wr i t s  requesting o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion .  
Filed f igure  fo r  t o t a l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings does not include o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion  or  advisory opinions. These same case types a r e  not 

Disposed f igu re  fo r  t o t a l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings does not include o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion  or advisory opinions; disposed f igu re  reques ts  t o  

Tota l  other cases and t o t a l  cases pending a t  the end of the  year do not include o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion ,  advisory opinions, or  requests t o  

iData are not complete: 

included in t o t a l  other cases or  t o t a l  cases f i l e d  e i t h e r ,  nor a re  reques ts  t o  appeal cases.  

appeal does not include c e r t i o r a r i  cases.  None of these case types a re  included in t o t a l  other cases o r  t o t a l  cases,  e i the r .  

appeal cases. 
l spec ia l  source OK rev is ion  i n  data:  

Beginning pending f igures  for  appeals were taken from the  1977 annual repor t  where they a re  given as  end pending f igures  for  the  1977 cour t  

End pending f igures  were taken from the  1980 annual repor t  where they a re  given as  beginning pending f igures  for  the  1979 cour t  year. 

Supreme Court opinions i n  North Dakota a re  regarded as  issued when the opinion is signed and f i l e d  with the c le rk .  
I n  addi t ion  to  the 133 major i ty  opinions,  there  were 21 spec ia l  concurring and 24 dissent ing  opinions. 

year. 

mInformation on d ispos i t ion  type or t r ia l  data.  

Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council, Annual Report, 1977, 1978 (Bismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the annual repor t s  
except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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NORTI? MKOTA DISTRICI COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 19 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending 

Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

cnviid: 
Tort: 

Other tort: 
Damages .................................................... 

Collection action ............................................ 
Real estate matter ........................................... 
Marriage dissolution: 

Supportlcustody: 

Contract: 

Real property rights: 

Dmestic relations: 

Divorce .................................................... 
Support proceedings ........................................ 

Adoption ..................................................... 
Other damestic relations: 

Termination of parental rights ............................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Estate: 
Guardianshiplconsertorshipltrustees~p: 
Trusts ..................................................... 

Appeals: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Appeal of trial court ease: 
Appeal administrative hearing .............................. 
Appeal other ............................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Extraordinary writ: 
Special remedy ............................................... 

Other dvil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
Crininald : 
Felony: 
Felony A ..................................................... 
Felony B ..................................................... 
Felony C ..................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor A ................................................ 
Misdemeanor B ................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Appeal ......................................................... 
Extraordinary vrit: 

Special remedy ............................................... 
Other criminal ................................................. 
Total criminal .................................................. 

Misdemeanor: 

Traffic : 
Other traffic violation: 

Infractions .................................................. 
Juvenile traffic offenses .................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juveniled : 
Criminal-type offense: 

Statas offense: 

Non-offense: 

Other juvenile : 

Delinquency .................................................. 
Itnruly ....................................................... 
Deprivation ................................................... 
Other special proceedings .................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 

N/A 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X - 

4, 640f hi 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

- 

X 
N/A 

N/A 
X 

NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

732 

3,095 

501 

2,422 

1,973 
487 

62 
4.944 

35 

59 

72 
131 

83 
454k 

9,975 

24 
155 
737 
916 

13 
9 

22 
56 

12 
51 

1,057 

- 

0 
518 
518 

518 

- 

2,823 

2,487 

329 

7 0  

5,709 

739 

2,914 

489 

2,484 

1.509 
475 

X 
4,4681 

15 

70 

45 
115 

101 
427k 

9,26B1 

18 
119 
697 
834 

15 
11 
26 
76 

16 
35 

987 

- 

0 
X 
X 

X 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X - 
Xk 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 

N/A 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X - 

5, 265i1 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

- 

X 
NIA 
3 

X 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... 4,954fhi 17.259 17,758 5,649l 

(continued on next page) 
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North Dakota District Court (continued) 

e d  C r i m i n a l  d i s  p o s i t i  on6 Age of pending cases 
Cases 

Non- u r  Tota l  Guilty plea ............................. 131 Civil' over 18 months .............. 7,330 
C r i m i n a l  .............. ?% + j70 Jury t r i a l :  C r i m i n a l  and t r a f f i c  Over 120 days . 173 

Conviction ............................ 355 
Acqui t ta l  ............................. 0 

Conviction ............................ 15 
Acqui t ta l  ............................. 0 

Dismissal ............................... 159 
Postconviction remedy ................... 5 
Change of venue ......................... 8 
Other ................................... 332 

Non-jury t r i a l :  

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is  handled by the court  but the data a re  unavailable.  
X The da ta  for  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be included i n  the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is  counted a t  the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or complaint. 
The criminal case un i t  of count is the case number assigned t o  the information or indictment. 
The juvenile case un i t  of count is the number of referrals. 
A jury t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i ed  t o  verd ic t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted when contested.  

Figure is as  calculated f r w  data given i n  the annual repor t  and supplied by the administrative o f f i ce  of t h e  court .  

Beginning pending da ta  were computed fram f i l i n g  and d ispos i t ions  given i n  the annual report  and end pending data supplied by the admin- 

fBeginning pending f igure  f o r  the 1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igure  fo r  the 1977 cour t  year: 

hFigure was computed: 

i s t r a t i v e  o f f i ce  of the court  during data ve r i f i ca t ion .  
iData a re  not complete: 

Total  d a e s t i c  r e l a t ions  and t o t a l  c i v i l  disposed f igures  do not include other d m e s t i c  r e l a t ions  cases. 
Pending f igures  fo r  t o t a l  c i v i l  cases do not include other d m e s t i c  r e l a t ions  or estate case data.  
Grand t o t a l  pending figues do not include o ther  danes t ic  r e l a t ions ,  estate, juveni le  t r a f f i c  offenses,  or juveni le  data.  

Included under other c i v i l  a r e  162 fore ign  judgment cases f i l e d  and 155 disposed. 
Of the 6,464 juveni le ,  juveni le  t r a f f i c ,  and termination of parenta l  r i gh t s  cases disposed, 1,039 were disposed formally, 2,996 informally,  

kAdditiooal information: 

and 2,429 were disposed by counsell ing or adjustment. 
b p e c i a l  source OK rev is ion  in the da ta :  

"Information on time in t e rva l  or age of pending data:  
End pending f igures  were supplied by the adminis t ra t ive  o f f i ce  of the court  during da ta  ve r i f i ca t ion .  

Trust  cases pending are not included i n  the c i v i l  age of pending cases data.  

Source: North Dakota Jud ic i a l  Council, Annual Report, 1978 (Bismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r an  the annual report  except tha t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary, and addi t iona l  da ta  were supplied by the administrative o f f i ce  of the  c a r t  d u r i w  da ta  
ve r i f i ca t ion .  

NOETB W 7 ! A  COUNTY PROBATE COWT 
C a r t  of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

38 counties.  38 Judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
Disposed pending Fi led  Beginning 

pending 

Civild : 
Estate: 
Probate/willslintestate: 

Guardianship/conserator@hip/trusteeship: 
Probate .................................................... N / A  

Guardianshiplconservatorship ............................... N/A 
Total  ......................................................... N I A  

Mental hea l th  hearings N / A  
Emergency commitments ........................................ N/A 

Tota l  ......................................................... N/A 

Mental bealtb:  ....................................... 

1,624 

163 
1,787 

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 

1,369 N/A 

103 
1,472 

30 
17 
47 - 

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 
N/A - 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 1,787i 1,519 N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 1,7871 1,519 NIA 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the NCSP. 
N / A  = This case type is  handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 

iData a re  not complete: 
A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or canplaint.  

Total  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f igu res  do not include mental bea l th  cases. Mental bea l tb  cases a r e  included i n  the  disposed figures.  

Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council, Annual Report, 1978 (Bismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r an  the annual repor t  
except tha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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NOETE MKOTA OJmJTp OJURT VITB INCUEASED JURISDICTION 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

15 counties, 15 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild:  
Leu: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ N / A  
S d i  claim ................................................... N/A 
Es ta te :  
Probatelvillslintestate: 

Guardianshiplconservatorshipltrusteeship: 
Probate .................................................... N/A 

Guardianship/conservatorship ............................... N/A 
T o t a l  ......................................................... N / A  

Mental h e a l t h  hear ings  held .................................. N/A 
Emergency commitment ......................................... N / A  

T o t a l  ......................................................... N / A  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N / A  

Mental hea l th :  

- 

C r i m i n a l * :  
Misdemeanor .................................................... N / A  
Preliminary bearing: 

Felony ....................................................... N/A 

T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. N / A  

- 

T r a f f i c :  
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Noncriminal t r a f f i c  .......................................... N / A  

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A 

- 

2,529 
4,305 

1,695 

244 
1,939 

N / A  
NIA 

8,7731 

11,784 

1,169 

12,953 

N/A 
N / A  

2,359 
4,265 

92 1 

203 
1,124 

656 
298 
957k 

8,705 

9,469 

940 

10,409 

$9,548 

59,548 

N / A  
N / A  

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N / A  
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N / A  21,7261 

I r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  
Convictions ................ 59,201 
Acqui t ta l s  ................. 334 
Dismissals ................. 13 

78,662 N / A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This  case type is handled by the  c o u r t ,  but the  da ta  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case  i s  counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OK complaint. 
The c r imina l  case u n i t  of count is  t h e  case  number assigned t o  the  information, indictment,  or complaint. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  f i l e d  f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  mental h e a l t h  cases.  
Grand t o t a l  f i l e d  does not inc lude  mental h e a l t h  or traffic cases .  

The t o t a l  number of mental h e a l t h  cases  disposed inc ludes  3 mental  h e a l t h  cases from Wells County, which were not f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d .  

iData a r e  not complete: 

k h d d i t i o n a l  information: 

Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Annual Report ,  1978 (Bismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annual r e p o r t  except 
that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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NOETII DAKOTA a)WlT JUSTICE COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

38 counties,  38 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 - 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civil*: 
deli: 

Civ i l  ........................................................ N/A 
Small claim ................................................... N/A 

..................................................... Tota l  c i v i l  N/A 

Criminald : .................................................... Misdemeanor NIA 
Preliminary baring: 

Felony ....................................................... A 
Tota l  criminal .................................................. N/A 

40 
1,0911 

1,1311 

39 
- 1, 026i 

1,065i 

4,398 3,779 

- - 311 254 

4,709 4,033 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

T r a f f i c  : 
Otber t r a f f i c  violation: .......................................... Noncriminal t r a f f i c  N/A N/A 27,664 N/A 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  N/A N / A  27,664 N/A ................................................... 
Grand t o t a l  ....................................................... NIA 5,8401 32,7621 N/A 

T ra f f i c  d i spos i t ions  

Other t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  
Convictions ............ 27,322 
Acqui t ta l s  ............. 303 
Dismissals ............. 39 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCBP. 
N/A - This case type i s  handled by the cour t ,  but t h e  data a r e  unavailable.  

dCase de f in i t i on  or  un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or complaint. 
The criminal case un i t  of count i s  the case number assigned to  the information, indictment,  or complaint. 

No small claims da ta  were ava i lab le  from the court  i n  Hettinger County. They a re  not included i n  small  claims. t o t a l  c i v i l ,  or grand t o t a l  

Grand t o t a l  f i l i n g  f igu re  does not include t r a f f i c  cases.  T ra f f i c  cases a r e  included i n  t h e  disposed f igure .  

lData a re  not complete: 

f i l i n g s  or d ispos i t ions .  

Source: North Dakota Jud ic i a l  Council, Annual Report, 1978 (Eismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual report  except 
t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

NORlll  DAKOTA MUNICIPAL DDWT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  
184 munic ipa l i t i es ,  172 judges 

January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 - 
End 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

T r a f f i c  : 
O t b e r  t r a f f i c  v io la t ion :  

Criminal t r a f f i c  ............................................. N I A  
Noncriminal t r a f f i c  .......................................... N / A  

Tota l  ......................................................... N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
3,889 

40,859 
44,748 

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... N / A  NIA 44,748 N l A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A N / A  44,748 N/A 

T r a f f i c  d i spos i t ions  

Other t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  
Non-jury t r i a l :  Criminal Noncriminal Tota l  

Convictions .............. 3,635 39,762 43,397 
Acaui t t a l s  ............... 216 1.027 1.243 

Dismissals ................. 38 70 108 

BQldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the NCSP. 
N / A  - T h i s  case type i s  handled by t h e  cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  

Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council, Annual Report, 1978 (Bismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r an  the annual repor t  except tha t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary. 
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OHIO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over all 

lower courts. 
- Constitutionalquestions and questions 

of great general o r  public interest. 
- Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals 

and Public Utilities Commission. 

COURT OF APPEALS (11) 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General appellate review of judgment 

- Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals. 
of lower courts. 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (88) 
314 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500. Exclusive 

domestic relations and probate 
jurisdiction. 

criminal jurisdiction. 
- Exclusive felony and most serious 

- Exclusive juvenile iurisdiction. 
- Appeals from most administrative 

agencies. 

Jury  trials 

MUNICIPAL COURT (110) 
188 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $ ~ ~ , o o ~ ;  ex- 

clusive forcible entry and detainer, 
and small claims. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic, municipal 
ordinance, felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

I 
COURT OF CLAIMS 
1 judge sits on temporary assignment 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in civil actions 

against the state and over claims 
removed from other  courts to  
Cour t  of Claims. 

Jury  trial except in claim against state. 

- 
COUNTY COURT (59) 
59 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500, exclusive 

forcible en t ry  and detainer, and 
small claims. 

preliminaries. 
- Misdemeanor, traffic, felony 

Jury  trials. 

MAYORS COURT (690) 
690 judges (mayors) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Minor criminal cases, mainly traffic 

violations. 

No jury trials. 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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OHIO SUPREME COURT 
C o u r t  of last r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

m 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

Pursuant to allowance ........................................ N / A  (91)n 132 N/A 

Conflict  ..................................................... N/A 22 17 N/A 

Tax ........................................................ NIA 38 30 NJA 

Tota l  ....................................................... N /A 68 61 N/A 

Originating i n  Court of Appeals .............................. N / A  56 59 N I A  

Capital  punishment ........................................... N / A  7 21 N/A 
Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency case: 

P.U.C.O. ................................................... N/A 30 31 N/A 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. N/A 153 (91)e 290 Nf A 

O t h e r  cases :  
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Other o r ig ina l  ac t ions  ................................... 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
Disc ip l inary  ............................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
Motion for  leave to  appeal ................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

Power s i t i n g  committee ................................... 

Requests to appeal: 

Motion t o  c e r t i f y  .......................................... 

N/A 
N / A  
N/A 
NIA 
N I A  
N / A  

N I A  
N I A  

-4% 

46 
112 

2 
160 

14 
174 

548 
718 

1,266 
1,440 

46 
117 

2 
165 

14 
179 

565 (30)e 
665 1611e . ~~ 

1,230 &je  
1,409 (91)e 

NIA 
N /A 
N/A 
N I A  
NIA 
N / A  

NIA 
N I A  N/A 
N I A  

Total cases ..................................................... NIA 1,593 (91)e 1,699 (91)e NIA 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 
N I A  This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the data are unavailable.  

Wases not included in  the t o t a l  to avoid double counting: 
Motions to c e r t i f y  and motions f o r  leave to  appeal t ha t  have been granted a r e  not counted a s  disposed u n t i l  the appeal i s  disposed; a f i l i n g  

is not counted fo r  the resu l t ing  appeal. These granted motions a r e  the numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

Source: Office of t h e  Administrative Director,  Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repor t  except t ha t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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OEIO COURT OF APF'EALS 

Intermediate appellate court 
11 districts. 44 judges 

January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
Civil ....................................................... 2,578f 4,365 4,148 2,7768 
Criminal .................................................... 1,827f 2,568 2,595 1,800 
Total appeals ................................................ 4,405f 6,933 6,743 4,5768 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Miscellaneousj ............................................ 223f 

Total other cases ............................................ 223f 
613 
613 

623 
623 

213 
213 

Total cases .................................................... 4,628f 7,546 7,366 4,7898 

Manner of disposition 

Civil appeals Criminal appeals Miscellaneous1 
Full opinion .............. 2,076 1,213 218 3,507 
Per curiam ................ 683 718 139 1,540 
Dismissal ................. 1,389 664 266 2,319 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Miscellaneous cases include habeas corpus, original actions, appeals of administrative agency cases, and appeals from the Court of Claims. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are fran the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

OEIO COURT OF COKMON PLEAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

88 counties. 314 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending - 
Civild: 
Tort: 
Other tort: 
Personal injury ............................................ 
Wrongful death ............................................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Other domestic relations: 
Domestic relations ......................................... 
Birth records .............................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Dauestic relations: 

Estate: 
Probatelvillslintestate: 
Decedents' estates ......................................... 
Probate civil actions ...................................... 
Minor's settlement ......................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Guardianship and testamentary trusts ........................ 

'Total ......................................................... 
Mental illness and retardation ............................... 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Guardianship/consertorship/trusteeship: 

Mental bealth: 

Appeals: 

Workmen's compensation ..................................... 
Appropriations ............................................. 
Total ....................................................... 
Name change .................................................. 
All other civil .............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Other civil: 

23,383f 

23, 383f 
NfA 

N/A 

26,570f 

26,570i 
26,5701 

N/A 

43,700f 
3,655 
Nf A 

47,3551 

21,413f 
68,768fi 

N/A 

1,7421 
573 

2,27gf 

N/A 
31,410f 
31,4101 

L52,410f 

21,007 
580 

21,587 

7,049 

87,348 
2,729 
90,077 
97,126 

62,478 
5,247 
1,425 

69,150 

8,330 
77,480 

7,586 

1,849 
629 

2,478 

3,074 
45,427 
48,501 

254.758 

20,239 
646 

20,885 

6,673 

86,070 
2,723 
88,793 
95,466 

60,536 
5,303 
1,314 

67,153 

6,277 
73,430 

7,589 

1,539 
681 

2 ,220  

3,081 
44,861 
47,942 

247,512 

24,151 
N/A 

24,151gi 

N f  A 

27,848 
N/A 

27,848i 
27,848gi 

44,4548 
3,4968 
N/A 

47,9508i 

22,679g 
70,6298i 

NfA 

2,052 
485 

2,537 

N/A 
31,976 
31,976 

157,141gi 

(continued on next page) 
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Ohio Court of Common Pleas  (continued) 
Criminald : 

Felony : ..................................................... Criminal 6,583f 31,575 30,603 7,5558 

T o t a l  c r imina l  6,583f 31,575 30,603 7.5558 .................................................. 
J u v e n i l e  : 

T o t a l  juveni le  .................................................. 19,773f 2 10,539 206,258 24,054 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 178,766fi  496,872 484,373 188,7508i 

Civf P: 

T r i a l d  
Jury 

Personal in jury  ......................... 968 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ...................... -- 
Appeal : 

Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case .. 172 
A l l  o ther  c i v i l  ......................... 533 

T o t a l  .................................... 1,673 
C r i m i n a l :  

Felony .................................. 1,938 
J u v e n i l e  .................................. -- 

Grand T o t a l  ................................ 3,611 

Non-jury Total 

2,087 3,055 
11,048 11,048 

C i v i l  d i spos i t ionsm 

Personal Domestic Agency 
i n j u r y  r e l a t i o n s  appea l  

Dismissal  without pre judice  .. 2,077 21,868 341 
7 84 
100 
126 

Contested .................... -- 53,154 -- 
448 

249 421 Dismissal with pre judice  9,693 -- 
9,094 9,627 Default  -- 

22,478 24,151 Transfer ..................... 1,324 -- 
2,006 3,944 P r e t r i a l  3,388 _ _  

..... ..................... 702 

..................... 
12,564k 12,564 
37,048 40,659 

A l l  o t h e r  
c i v i l  

8,033 
11,091 
10,422 

2,612 

3,076 
-- 

Age of pending cases  C r i d n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months Gui l ty  p lea  .............................. 17,767 
Personal i n j u r y  ............. N / A  N / A  2,181 Dismissed w i t h  pre judice  ................. 432 
Workmen's compensation ...... N/A 527 NIA By u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  ........................ 1,565 
Appropriations .............. 161 N I A  N/A Transfer ................................. 1,224 
O t h e r  c i v i l  ................. N I A  9,298 N/A Nolle prosse ............................. 3,885 
Criminal .................... 156 N I A  N/A P r e t r i a l  ................................. 1,786 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
KIA = This case type i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  da ta  a r e  unavai lab le .  
-- p Not appl icable .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint. 
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is the  number of defendants on t h e  information or  indictment.  
A ju ry  t r i a l  is  counted when t h e  jury i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness  is sworn. 

Figures a r e  as given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

Figures a r e  a s  given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

Pending da ta  were not reported for  a l l  c i v i l  ca tegor ies .  Only those reported a r e  included i n  the t o t a l .  

I n  addi t ion  t o  t h e  j u v e n i l e  cour t  t r i a l s  repor ted ,  87,513 hear ings  before a judge and 200,560 hear ings  before  a r e f e r e e  were held 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year do not equal the  end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year.  

gChange i n  pending does not equal the  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

iData a r e  not complete: 

kAdditional information: 

i n  juvent le  cases.  
mCategories f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or  t r i a l  da ta :  

Civi l  t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  information inc ludes  only personal i n j u r y ,  appea l  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case. and o t h e r  c iv i l  cases.  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r ,  Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). 
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annual repor t  except that 
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OBI0 COUUTi COURT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

59 cour t s ,  59 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

End 
pending j pending Filed'  Disposed 

civild: 
Tort: 

O t h e r  tort: 
Personal in jury  and property damage ........................ 113f 

S l a l l  claima ................................................... 1,810f 

other civil .................................................... 912f 

Contract ....................................................... 1,146f 

Ileal property r igh ts :  
Forc ib le  en t ry  and de ta iner  .................................. 82 4f 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 4,805f 

Cr:Lminald: 
IUedemeanor: ................................................... 2,613f 
P r e l i r i n a r y  hearing: ........................................... 608f 

Felony ....................................................... 
Tota l  criminal ................................................... 3,221f 

127 
3,648 
12,944 

2,079 
1,892 

20,690 

21,924 
3,375 

17 9 
3,691 
13,262 

2,532 
2,307 

21,971 

22,003 
3,642 

538 
1,0658 
1,4398 

3378 
4788 

3,3728 

2,0548 
3188 

25,299 25,645 2,3728 

Traf f ic :  
LWIIDIII: 

Operating a motor vehic le  while in toxica ted  .................. 1,430f 8,767 9,084 1,0708 
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v io la t ion :  

T ra f f i c  ...................................................... 4,280f 134,378 134,507 3,8648 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 5,710f 143,145 143,591 4,9348 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 13,736f 189,134 191,207 10,6788 

C i v i l %  
Tor t  ...................... 
Contract .................. 
Real property r i g h t s  ...... 
Other civil ............... 

Tota l  ...................... 
Miademeanor ............... 
DWIlDUI ................... 
O t k r  t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  ... 

Tota l  ...................... 
Grand t o t a l  ................. 

Criminal: 

Traf f ic :  

* 
2 
2 
4 
2 
10 

89 

117 
37 
154 
253 

C i v i l  d i spos i t ions  

Non- jury 

33 
107 
113 
152 
405 

1,940 

917 
2,251 
3,168 
5,513 

Tota l  

35 
109 
117 
154 
415 

2,029 

- 

1,034 
2,288 
3,322 
5,766 

Small 
Tor t  Contract claims 

P r e t r i a l  ....................................... 0 2 
Dismissal fo r  want of prosecution .............. 8 183 719 
Other dismissals ............................... 35 511 3,313 
Transfer t o  other judge ........................ 0 2 40 
Default hearing by judge ....................... 101 2,868 9,159 
Default hearing by r e fe ree  ..................... 0 16 31 

- ~ -  -- 

C r i m i n a l  d i spos i t i ons  

R e a l  

r i g h t s  civil  Tota l  
property Other 

4 33 39 

782 480 5,121 
3 2 47 

1,511 1,542 15,181 
6 15 68 

109 81 1,100 

Traffic d ispos i t ions  

Uisdemeanor 
P lea  .............................. 9,209 
P r e t r i a l  .......................... 207 
Dismissal f o r  want of prosecution.. 1,299 

Transfer .......................... 50 
Viola t ions  Bureau ................. 3,743 
Preliminary hearing--bound over ... -- 
WaLver of preliminary hearing, 

bound over ...................... -- 
Unavai lab i l i ty  of accused ......... 1,873 

Other d ismissa ls  .................. 3,593 

Preliminary 
hearing - 

-- 
232 
712 -- 
-- 

1,885 

578 
235 

Tota l  
9,209 
207 

1,531 
4,305 

50 

1,885 

578 

- 

3,743 

2,108 

Other 
t r a f f i c  

nUIlDUI v io la t ions  Total 
Plea .............................. 6,848 49,893 56,741 
P r e t r i a l  .......................... 332 174 506 
Dismissal for want of prosecution..  148 819 967 
Other d ismissa ls  .................. 386 1,500 1,886 
Transfer 15 34 49 
Violations Bureau __ 66,019 66,019 
Unavailabil i ty of accused ......... 321 13,780 14,101 

.......................... ................. 

(continued on next page) 
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Ohio County Court  (cont inued)  

Age of pending cases  

Over 1 month Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months 

c i v i l :  
Tort ...................................................... 
C o n t r a c t s  ................................................. 
S d l  claims .............................................. 
R e a l  proper ty  r i g h t s  ...................................... 
Other c i v i l  ............................................... 
Misdemeanor ............................................... 
Pre l iminary  hearing ....................................... 
DUl/DUI ................................................... 
O t h e r  t r d f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  .................................. 

C r i m i n a l :  

T r a f f i c :  

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
82 

N / A  
N / A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  = T h i s  case  type i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t  hut t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
-- = Not appl icable .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  

A c i v i l  case  i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count i s  the  number of defendants  on the  informat ion  or  ind ic tment .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness  is  sworn. Hearings by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  judges and r e f e r e e s  a r e  not inc luded  a s  non-jury 

t r i a l s .  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year does not equal  the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year :  

F igures  a r e  a s  given i n  the  annual r e p o r t .  
gChange i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

F igures  a r e  a s  repor ted  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  
JExplanation of da ta  inc luded  i n  the ca tegory :  

F i l e d  f i g u r e s  inc lude  both  r e a c t i v a t e d  cases  and o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s .  
W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  d a t a :  

C i v i l  t r i a l s  do not inc lude  9,159 hearings by judge i n  small claims cases .  
"Time i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending da ta :  

Cont rac ts ,  f o r c i b l e  e n t r y  and d e t a i n e r ,  and o t h e r  c i v i l  cases  pending over 24 months a r e  included wi th  those pending over 12  months. 
Small clafns. misdemeanor, and traffic cases  pending over 12  months, and over 24 months a r e  included wi th  those pending over 6 months. 
P r e l f i f n a r g  hear ing  cases  pending over 6 months, over 12 months, and over 24 months a r e  included wi th  those pending over 1 month. 

Source: Off ice  of t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r ,  Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

OBI0 COURT OF UAJ.M!ja 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 
1 c o u r t ,  1 judge sits on temporary assignment 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Appeal: 

Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
Adminis t ra t ive  ............................................. 344 
J u d i c i a l  ................................................... 297 
Victims of crimesa ......................................... 558 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 1,199 

483k 
263k 

1 ,243  
1,989 

422 
328 

1,239 
1,989 

405 
232 
6648 

1,3018 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 1,199 1,989 1,989 1,3018 - - __ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 1,199 1,989 1,989 1,301g 

Triald 

J u r  Non-jury Total 
C i v i l  .................. -F 45 46 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Sett lement .......................................... 120 
Adminis t ra t ive  de te rmina t ion  ........................ 379 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

A l l  c a s e s  where the amount of t h e  claim exceeds $1,000 must be determined by a judge. Where t h e  amount of t h e  claim is between $100.01 and 
$999.99, t h e  claim is  determined by a judge unless  a waiver i s  f i l e d .  A l l  claims from $0.00 t o  $100.00 and a l l  claims between $100.01 and 
$999.99 where t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r i a l  has been waived a r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  determined by the  c l e r k  or  deputy c l e r k  of the  Court of Claims. 

J u r i s d i c t i o n  over v ic t ims  of crime cases  was given t o  the  cour t  a s  of December 28, 1976. 

A c i v i l  case  i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is  counted when the  jury  is  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness  i s  sworn. 

F i l i n g s  inc lude  r e i n s t a t e d  cases .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  

kAddi t i o n  information: 

Source: Off ice  of t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r ,  Ohio Cour ts  Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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om0 MRYICIPAL mmT 

110 courts. 188 judges 
Court Of u d t e d  jlUiSdiCtiOn 

January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

i_____ 

End 
Disposed pending 

Filed'  Beginning 
pending 

Civild : 
Tort : 

Personal  i n j u r y  and property damage .......................... 8,716f 17,931 17,484 9,1518 
Contract ....................................................... 50,021f 171,166 163,578 57,5838 
Small claims ................................................... 11,15Zf 77,671 74,904 13,8208 

Other c iv i l  ..................................................... 6,655f 18,176 17,300 7,4598 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 87,034f 337,798 322,361 102,2418 

Kea1 proper ty  rights: .................................. 14,2288 . F o r c i b l e  e n t r y  and d e t a i n e r  10,490f 52,854 49.095 

C K h h d d :  .................................................... 23,806g Hsdeneanor 19,556f 238,138 233,600 
PKelidllaKy hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... 3,035f 38,251 37,051 4,2228 

T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. 22,591f 276,389 270,651 28,0288 

Traffic: 
DWI~DUI: 

Operating a motor vehic le  while in toxica ted  .................. 8,773f 52,068 51,322 9,4988 

...................................................... 51,3368 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 49,121f 1,246,154 1,234,045 60,8348 

Other traffic violation: 
1,194,086 1,182,723 T r a f f i c  40,348f 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 158,746f 1,860,341 1,827,057 191,1038 

T r i a l d  
- Jury  Non-jury Total 

ciVi1m: 
Tort ....................... 
Contract ................... 
Real property rights ....... 
Other c iv i l  ................ 

T o t a l  ........................ 
Hisdemeanor ................ 
D u I l D U I  .................... 
Other traffic violation .... 

T o t a l  ........................ 
Grand t o t a l  ................... 

Criminal: 

Traffic : 

144 
188 
39 
33 

404 

82 3 

563 
150 
713 

1,940 

1,466 
4,791 
1,105 
1,158 
8,520 

12,128 

3,756 
15,475 
19,231 
39,879 

1,610 

1,144 
1,191 
8,924 

12,951 

4,319 
15,625 
19,944 
41,819 

4,979 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Real 

s d l k  proper ty  Other 
Tort Contract claims rights c i v i l  ....................................... 504 330 
-~~ P r e t r i a l  957 3,621 __ 

Dismissal f o r  want of prosecution .............. 1,409 10,362 4,961 7,408 955 
Other d i smissa ls  ............................... 5,443 31,980 18,607 11,415 4,463 
Transfer  t o  o t h e r  judge ........................ 246 640 927 159 88 
Default  hear ing  by judge ....................... 5,620 87,621 18,077 14,996 9,207 
Default  hearing by r e f e r e e  ..................... 2,119 24,375 32,332 13,469 1,066 

Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  

P K d i U i M W  
Misdemeanor 

Plea  .............................. 123,451 
P r e t r i a l  .......................... 8,450 
Dismissal f o r  want of prosecution..  5,598 
Other d i smissa ls  .................. 34,134 
Transfer  .......................... 844 
Vlola t ions  Bureau ................. 19,477 

Waiver of preliminary hearing, 
bound over -- 

U n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of accused ......... 28,695 

Pre l iminary  hearing--bound over ... __ 
...................... 

Hearing T o t a l  

__ 8,450 
1,414 7,012 

10,170 44,304 
844 

-- 19,477 
12,958 12,958 

10,478 10,478 
2,031 30,726 

__ 123,451 

-- 

T o t a l  
5,412 

25,095 
71,908 

2,060 
135,521 
73,361 

Traffic d i s p o s i t i o n s  

DWI/DUI 
Plea  .............................. 36,883 
P r e t r i a l  .......................... 2,218 
Dismissal f o r  want of prosecution..  500 
Other d i smissa ls  .................. 2,552 
Transfer  306 
Vio la t ions  Bureau -- 
Unavai lab i l i ty  of accused ......... 4,544 

.......................... ................. 

Age of pending cases  

Over 1 month 
Civil: 

Tort ..................................................... N / A  
Contract ................................................. N/A 
Small C h i n s  ............................................. N/A 
Real proper ty  rights ..................................... NIA 
Other c iv i l  .............................................. N/A 

Misdemeanor .............................................. N/A 
C K h h d :  

Preliminary hearing ...................................... 410 
Traffic : 

WI/DUX .................................................. N/A 
Other traffic violations ................................. N/A 

Over 6 months 

N I A  
N I A  
92 7 
N f  A 
NIA 

714 
(n)  

96 
1,073 

violations T o t a l  
426,604 463,487 

3,848 6,066 
3,697 4,197 

40,392 42,944 
496 802 

582.155 582,155 
109,906 114,450 
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Ohio Municipal Court (continued) 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court  but the data a re  unavailable.  -- - Not applicable.  

dCase de f in i t i on  or  un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with t h e  f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or complaint. 
The criminal case un i t  of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury t r i a l  is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when the f i r s t  witness is sworn. Hearings by administrative judges and re ferees  a re  not included a s  non-jury 

t r i a l s .  
fBeginning pending f igure  fo r  the  1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igure  fo r  the 1977 cour t  year: 

Figures a t e  as  given i n  the annual repor t .  
%Change i n  pending does not equal the d i f fe rence  between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions :  

Figures a r e  as  given in the annual repor t .  
hxp lana t ion  of data included i n  the category: 

F i led  f igures  include both reac t iva ted  cases and o r ig ina l  f i l i n g s .  
kAdditional information: 

I n  addi t ion  t o  the small claims dispos i t ions  reported on the cha r t ,  835 small claims cases t ransfer red  were sen t  to  the regular  c i v i l  
docket. 

Wategor ies  fo r  d i spos i t ion  type or  t r ia l  da ta :  

nTime in t e rva l  or  age of pending data:  
C i v i l  t r i a l s  do not include 18,077 hearings by judge i n  small claims cases.  

Contract,  fo rc ib l e  en t ry  and de ta iner ,  and o ther  c i v i l  cases pending over 24 months a re  included with those pending over 1 2  months. 
S a l  claim. misdemeanor, and t r a f f i c  cases pending over 1 2  months and over 24 months a re  included with those pending over 6 months. 
Preliminary bearing cases pending over 6 months, over 12 months, and over 24 months a r e  included with those pending over 1 month. 

Source: Office of t h e  Administrative Director,  Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual report  except t ha t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO LULYORS' COURT 
Court of limited j u r i sd i c t ion  
690 cour t s ,  690 judges (mayors) 

January 1, 1978 t o  Decanber 31, 1978 

There were no data ava i lab le  fo r  cases handled i n  the Mayors' Court f o r  1978. 
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OKLAHOMA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over all civil 

cases. 

COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Disposes of appeals assigned t o  it by 

the Supreme Court .  

COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears all protests against allegedly 

illegal levies. 

I WORKERS 

"t Civil 

DISTRICT COURT (25) 
64 district, 77 associate district 
and 48 special judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited original jurisdiction over 

all justiciable matters. 
- Civil actions, probate, domestic 

relations. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de  novo. 

COURT OF BANK REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from final orders by Banking 

Department Commission o r  by 
Banking Board. 

. 

MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL 
COURT OF RECORD (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations with fine 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 

Jury trials if possible fine greater 
than $50. 

COMPENSATION 
COURT* 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Compensation claims in industrial 

accident cases. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

4 Indicates assignment of cases 

t 
I 

I I MUNICIPAL COURT NOT 
I OF RECORD (167) 

Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations with fine I less than $300 and sentence less 

than 90 days. 

Jury trials if  possible fine greater 
than $35 or imprisonment. 

Courts 
of last 
resort  

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  1 
Court  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

I ' 'The name of the Workers' Compensation Court  was changed from the State Industrial Court  and the number of judges serving increased from 5 to 7 
on July 1, 1978. 
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OKLmOMA s u m  COURT? 
C o u r t  of last resort 

9 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

C i v i l j  ....................................................... X 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. X 

621 (38)e 
621 (38)e 

524 
524 

X 
X 
- 

Other cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... X 219 196 X 
Requests t o  appeal:  

C i v i l :  
C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................... N / A  189 134 (38)e  N/A 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s j  - x i  408 330 (38)e  x i  ............................................ 

.................................................... 854 (38)e 1,5048i T o t a l  c a s e s j  1,3461 1,029 (38)e 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of r e q u e s t s  f o r  c e r t i o r a r i  S t a t u s  of pending c a s e s  (12/31/78) 

Writ granted  .......................... 38 
Writ denied ........................... 134 

Cases a t  i s s u e  but not ass igned  ....... 1 8  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A This case type is  handled by t h e  c o u r t  but the  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l ,  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

eCases n o t  included i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
The Supreme Court i s  t h e  c o u r t  of l a s t  r e s o r t  f o r  c i v i l  cases .  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i o r a r i  t h a t  have been granted a r e  not counted a s  disposed un t i l  t h e  appeal is disposed; a f i l i n g  i s  not counted f o r  t h e  
r e s u l t i n g  appeal.  These gran ted  p e t i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses .  

gChange i n  pending does not equal  the  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

i D a t a  a r e  not complete: 

h x p l a n a t i o n  of da ta  included i n  t h e  category: 

The imbalance i s  caused by c e r t i o r a r i  d a t a  not being included in t h e  pending f i g u r e s .  F igures  a r e  a s  given in the  annual r e p o r t .  

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  and t o t a l  c a s e s  pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  c e r t i o r a r i  cases  pending. 

C i v i l  appea ls  a r e  o r i g i n a l l y  f i l e d  in t h e  Supreme Court .  The Supreme Court then  a s s i g n s  some of t h e s e  cases  t o  t h e  Court of Appeals f o r  
d i s p o s i t i o n .  Therefore ,  c a s e s  ass igned ,  d i sposed ,  and pending in t h e  Court of Appeals have been deducted from t h e  Supreme Cour t ' s  appeals 
ca tegory  and u t i l i z e d  a s  case load  f i g u r e s  f o r  the  Court of Appeals. 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r  of the  Cour ts ,  Report on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1978 (Oklahoma C i t y ,  Oklahoma). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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OKLAEOHA COURT OF CRIlUW APPEALSa 
Court of last re so r t  

3 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... X 
Postconvic t i o n  remedy: 

Postconviction ............................................. X 
Juveni le  ..................................................... X 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. X 
- 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings : 

Orig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
Prohib i t ion  .............................................. 

Total ..................................................... 
Reserved question of law ................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Advisory opinion: 

Requests t o  appeal: 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction ........................................... 
Cer t io ra r i  ............................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
Review of suspended sentence ............................... 

Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

C r i d M l :  

Sentence review only: 

Total cases ..................................................... 

237 X 

18 X 
11 X 

266 X 
- - 

92 
07 
83 

262 

20 
282 

X 100 81 (18)e X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

3 
84 

X 
X 

8 X X X 

X X 374 - X 

- - - - 

382 640 (18)e 226f 700 ( l8 )e  

Dhpos i t i on  of cases 

Opinion Order Tota l  
Affirmed ................. 177 1 178 
Affirming denia l  ......... 0 64 64 
Modified and affirmed .... 32 0 32 
Reversed ................. 31 6 37 
Dismissed ................ 9 72 81 
Granted .................. 0 75 75 
Denied 0 117 117 
Tota l  .................... 249 335 584 

................... 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
X = The da ta  f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known to  be included in  the t o t a l ,  but were not avai lab le  by category. 

aCourt j u r i sd i c t ion :  

eCases not included i n  the t o t a l  to  avoid double counting: 
The Court of Criminal Appeals has exclusive appel la te  j u r i sd i c t ion  i n  criminal cases.  It i s  the  cour t  of l a s t  r e so r t  fo r  criminal cases.  

Postconviction cases granted a re  not counted as disposed u n t i l  the  resu l t ing  appeal is disposed; a new f i l i n g  is  not counted f o r  the 
assoc ia ted  appeal. These granted cases a re  the  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the  Judic ia ry  1977 (Oklahoma C i t y ,  Oklahoma). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repor t  
except tha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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OULAEOH.4 COURT OF APPJULSa 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  court 

2 d i v i s i o n s .  6 judges 
January  1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

civile ....................................................... i zgh  
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. li9" 

449 
449 

l l 6 h  
116" 

T o t a l  cases  ..................................................... 129h 449 462 116h 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

hp igure  was computed: 

Cases a r e  assigned t o  t h e  Court of Appeals by t h e  Supreme Court. The Court of Appeals hears  only civil cases  ass igned  t o  i t  and has no 
o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from d a t a  given i n  the annual r e p o r t  on the  assumption t h a t  t h e r e  were no pending cases  i n  t h e  Court 

End pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and beginning pending. 
of Appeals p r i o r  t o  1971,  when the  cour t  o f f i c i a l l y  o r i g i n a t e d .  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Courts,  Report on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1978 (Oklahoma Ci ty ,  Oklahoma). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  €rom t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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OIUAJ4OM DISTRICT COWT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
25 districts: 64 district. 77 associate. and 48 special judges 

January 1. 1978 to Decenber 31. 1978 

. 
End 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Civild: 
Tort: 
Auto tort: 
Auto negligence ............................................ 

Other tort ................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Contractual .................................................. 
Possession of personal property .............................. 
Possession of real property .................................. 
Other small claims ........................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Lien or mortgage foreclosure ................................. 
Real property ................................................ 
Approval of conveyance of Indian lands ....................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Contract: 

Small claims: 

Real property rights: 

Dmestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce .................................................... 
Separate maintenance ....................................... 
Annulment .................................................. 
Total ....................................................... 
Reciprocal support.. incoming ............................... 
Reciprocal support.. outgoing ............................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Other donestic relations: 
Paternity proceedings ...................................... 
Other domestic ............................................. 
Total ....................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 

Support lcus tody : 

Estate: 
Probatelvillslintestate: 
Administration of estates and probate proper ............... 
Determination of death of joint or life tenant ............. 
Other probate .............................................. 
Total ....................................................... 
Guardianship and conservatorship ........................... 
Total ....................................................... 

Mental health .................................................. 
Appeal: 

Guardianshiplconservatorshipltrusteeship: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Appeals from administrative tribunals ...................... 

Extraordinary writs: 
Injunction, quo warranto, mandamus. habeas corpus ............ 

other civil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
CridMld: 
Felony: 
Crime against person ......................................... 
Crime against property ....................................... 
Other felony ................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Other misdemeanor ............................................ 
Appeals from city-funded courts .............................. 
Felony postconviction appeals ................................ 

Misdemeanor: 

Appeal: 

Postconviction remedy: 

Total criminali ................................................. 
Tcaf f ic : 
DUIIDUI: 

Other traffic violation: 
Driving while intoxicated .................................... 
Traffic ...................................................... 

'Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 
Juvenile delinquency .......................................... 
Status offense: 
Children in need of supervision .............................. 

Non-offense: 
Dependency and neglect ....................................... 

Other juvenile .................................................. 
Total juvenile .................................................. 

4. 814f 
3. 882f 
8. 696f 

24. 673f 

1. 431f 
2. 252 
68. 605f 
72. 288 

1. 887f 
2. 910f 

58 
4. 855f 

21. 392 
834 
214 

22. 440 

3. 709 
1. 290 

1. 133 

200 
0 

200 
28. 772 

4. 999 

13. 838 
588 

14. 491 

3. 769 
18. 260 
1. 103f 

65f 

651f 

1. 339f 
7. 845f 

168. 482 

5. 799f 
12. 631f 
7. 560f 
25. 990f 

18. 508f 

1. 067f 

N/A 

45. 465fi 

6. 964f 

40. 643 

47. 607f 

- 

3. 275f 

1. 272f 

1. 723f 
3 

~ 

6. 273f 

4. 220 
2. 842 
7. 062 

21. 924 

2. 301 
7. 591 
67. 906 
77. 798 

2. 895 
4. 842 
426 

8. 163 

32. 437 
513 
327 

33. 277 

2. 479 
763 

3. 242 
2. 828 

110 
187 
297 

39. 644 

9. 066 
2. 915 
153 

12. 134 

1. 770 
13. 904 
2. 620 

1. 051 

1. 526 
7. 328 

181. 020 

4. 380 

8. 048 
22. 165 

36. 069 

589 

525 

9. 737 

59. 348 

12. 051 

197. 001 

209. 052 

4. 379 

1. 262 

2.  384 
116 

8. 141 

- 

5. 077 
3. 392 
8. 469 

26. 190 

2. 416 
6. 876 
86. 133 
95. 425 

2. 806 
4. 691 
397 

7. 894 

37. 302 
626 
369 

38. 297 

2. 928 
777 

3. 705 
2. 443 

79 
39 
118 

44. 563 

10.871 
2. 914 
127 

13. 912 

2. 383 
16. 295 
2. 894 

1. 192 

1. 497 
9. 898 

214. 317 

5. 037 

5. 917 
20. 497 

35. 091 

467 

364 

56. 419 

9. 543 

11. 257 

190. 322 

201. 579 

3. 816 

1. 169 

1. 827 
51 

6. 863 

- 

3. 957 
3. 332 
7. 289 

20. 407 

1. 316 
2. 967 
50. 378 
54. 661 

1. 9738 
3. 061 

87 
5. 1219 

16. 527 
721 
172 

17. 420 

3. 260 
1. 276 
4. 536 
1. 518 

231 
148 
379 

23. 853 

12. 033 
5888 
908 

12. 7118 

3. 156 
15. 867% 

829 

510 

1. 368 
5. 275 

135. 180g 

5. 142 
12. 825 
9. 691 
27. 658 

19. 486 

1. 189 

N/A 

48. 33381 

7. 758 

47. 322 

55. 080 

- 

3. 838 

1. 365 

2. 2778 
68 - 

7. 5488 
~~~~ 

Grand totali ..................................................... 267. 927fi 457. 561 479. 178 246. 141 
- 

(continued on next page) 



Oklahoma D i s t r i c t  Court (continued) 

T r i a l  o r  contestd 

Civ i l :  
Tort: 

Auto t o r t  ................... 613 
Other t o r t  .................. 638 

Tota l  ........................ 1,251 
Contract ...................... 1,748 
Small c h i n s  .................. 11,265 
R e a l  property r igh t s  .......... 1,906 
Dmestic re la t ions :  

Marriage d isso lu t ion  ........ 5,018 
Supportlcustody ............. 368 
Adoption .................... 76 
O t h e r  d m e s t i c  r e l a t ions  .... 19 

Tota l  ........................ 5,481 

P r o b a t e h i l l s l i n t e s t a t e  ..... 186 
Guardianshiplconsemator- 

sh ip l t rus t eesh ip  ........... 51 
Tota l  ........................ 237 

Mental hea l th  ................. 143 
Appeal ........................ 239 
Extraordinary wr i t  ............ 418 
Other c i v i l  ................... 1,433 

Tota l  .......................... 24,121 

Estate: 

Grand t o t a l  ..................... 43,486 

Criminal: 
Felony ................... 2,266 
Misdemeanor .............. 3,105 
Appeal ................... 83 

Tota l  ..................... 5,454 

Traf f ic :  
D U I / D U I  .................. 1,618 
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v io l a t ion  .. 11,678 

Total ..................... 13,296 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense .... 2,175 
Sta tus  offense ........... 538 
Non-offense .............. 663 

Total ..................... 3,405 

C i v i l  d i spos i t ionsm 

Dmestic 
re l a t ions  Tota l  -- 

On demurrer, abatement, OK motion 

On pre t r ia lm 851 ............................ -- 
Without contes t  ......................... 21,318 171,383 
Dismissal by court  o r  by par t iesm ....... 4,985 4,985 
By decree or  approved sett lement ........ 13,973 13,973 

t o  dismissm ............................ -- 4,908 

By order or  settlementm ................. 835 835 
By decree o r  order a f t e r  t r i a l  .......... 5,385 5,385 
By decree or  gu i l t y  plea ................ 48 48 

Criminal and traffic d ispos i t ions  

Misdemeanor. 
amea l .  and - _  

traflic Tota l  
Guilty plea ................... 9,712 180,741 190,453 
Dismissal by s t a t e  ............ 6,680 14,761 21,441 
On demurrer, motion t o  quash, 

or dismissal  by court  ........ 2,223 10,236 12,459 
On nolo contendere plea ....... 187 9,603 9,790 
Bond fo r fe i tu re s  .............. 165m 27,267m 27,432m 

Age of pending cases (12/31/78) 
Over 

0-12 months 12-24 months 24 months 
C i v i l  .................... 81,326 31,500 22,311 

Felony ................. 12,081 6,618 8,959 

appeal ................ 9,966 4,185 6,669 
Tota l  ................... 22,047 10,803 15,628 

T r a f f i c  .................. 27,558 9,543 17,979 
Juveni le  ................. 4,954 1,145 1,449 

Grand t o t a l  ............... 135,793 53,015 57,430 

C r i n i n a l  and t r a f f i c :  

Misdemeanor and 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 
N / A  5 This case type is  handled by the cour t ,  but t h e  da ta  a re  unavailable.  
-- Not applicable.  

dCase de f in i t i on  or  un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or complaint. 
The criminal case un i t  of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A t r i a l  o r  contes t  is counted i f  t r i ed  to  completion. 

Figures a re  as  given i n  the annual report .  

Total  criminal and grand t o t a l  pending f igures  do not include pending f igures  fo r  felony postconvictinn appeals. This category 

fBeginning pending f igure  f o r  the  1978 court  year does not equal the end pending f igure  fo r  the  1977 court  year: 

iData a re  not complete: 

i n  the f i l i n g  and d ispos i t ion  t o t a l s .  
Wateeor ies  for  disDosition tvoe or  t r i a l  data:  .. 

On demurrer, abatement, o r  motion to dismiss,  and p r e t r i a l  a r e  d ispos i t ions  fo r  au to  t o r t ,  n o r a u t o  t o r t ,  property r igh ts .  contract .  

Oismissal, decree or approved se t t lement ,  decree or  order a f t e r  t r i a l ,  decree or gu i l t y  plea,  and by order or  sett lement are d ispos i t ions  

Bond fo r fe i tu re s  a re  not included in the disposed f igures  of the previous page. 

administrative.  extraordinary wr i t s .  and o ther  c i v i l  cases only. 

fo r  d m e s t i c  r e l a t ions  cases only. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the  Judic ia ry  1978 (Oklahoma City,  Oklahoma). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual report 
except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and cor rec t ions  were made by the o f f i ce  of t h e  adminis t ra t ive  d i r ec to r  of the  
cour t s  during the data ve r i f i ca t ion .  

WOpgBBs' C4ItQ'ENSATIOB COURTk 
Court of limited jtlrisdictid 

1 cour t ,  7 C  judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Diaposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild:  
Appeal: 

Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency case ......................... N/A N/A 10,851 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A N/A 10,851 NfA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A N/A 10,851 N f  A 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
N/A * This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the da ta  a re  unavailable.  
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aCourt j u r i sd i c t ion :  

The spec ia l  j u r i sd i c t ion  is l imi ted  t o  i n j u r i e s  t o  an employee a r i s ing  out of h i s  employment. 
CYudge information: 

The number of judges s i t t i n g  on t h i s  court  was increased from 5 t o  7 on July 1, 1978, as a part  of the court  reorganization. 
dCase de f in i t i on  or  un i t  of count: 

A case f o r  t h i s  court  is a new claim o r  an anc i l l a ry  proceeding to  an ex is t ing  claim. 
kAdditional information: 

Prior t o  Ju ly  1, 1978, the name of t h i s  court  was the S t a t e  Indus t r i a l  Court. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judic ia ry  1978 (Oklahoma City,  Oklahoma). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repor t  
except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

'OKuLB(ML COURT OP BBNg REVIEW 
Court of limited ju r i sd i c t ion  

1 court, 3 d i s t r i c t  judges serve 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed pending 

Civild:  
A p p e a l :  

Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency case ......................... llf - lX3 - 
I_ 

6 5 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 11f 6 5 lu 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... llf 6 5 1 lg  

- 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 

fBeginning pending f igu re  f o r  the  1978 court  year does not equal the end pending f igu re  fo r  the  1977 court  year: 

gChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f fe rence  between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions :  

A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or complaint. 

Figures a re  a s  given i n  the annual repor t .  

Figures a re  as given i n  the annual repor t .  

Source : Administrative Director 
except that t o t a l s  have 

of the Courts,  Report on the Judic ia ry  1978 
been computed where necessary. 

(Oklahoma Oklahoma). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the annual repor t  

OKLAEOMA COURT OF TAX BEVIEW 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

1 court. 3 d i s t r i c t  judges serve 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 -- 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

- pending 

cnviid:  
A P W :  

Appeal of administrative agency case ......................... 0 - 0 0 - - 0 - 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 0 0 0 0 

~ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 0 0 0 0 
- 
Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 

dCase de f in i t i on  o r  un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or complaint. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the  Judic ia ry  1978 (Oklahoma City,  Oklahoma). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  fram the annual repor t  
except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

OKLAEO~A ~UKLCIPAL CBIIIINAL mum OF BECOED 
Court of limited ju r i sd i c t ion  

2 cour t s .  2 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no da ta  fo r  cases handled i n  the Municipal Criminal Court of Record f o r  1978. 

O U O M A  I4UNICIPAL COURT BOT OF BgMlBD 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

167 courts 
January 1. 1978 t o  D e c e m b e r  31. 1978 

There were no data ava i lab le  fo r  cases handled i n  the Municipal Court Not of Record f o r  1978. - 
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OREGON COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Certiorari review of Court  of Appeals 

decisions. 
- Direct appeals from Circuit Courts on 

certain civil cases. 

IC0UR.T OF APPEALS 
I 

10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 

criminal, constitutionality of city 
charter or ordinance, probate, 
juvenile, guardianship, domestic 
relations from Circuit Court .  

- Appeals from administrative agencies 

t 

Certain 
civil 

cases. 

DISTRICT COURT (23) 
SI judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $3,000, 

-Misdemeanors (fine less than 
small claims. 

$3,000, sentence less than 
1 year), traffic, felony 
preliminaries. 

Appeals de novo. 

Six-man jury trials. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
75 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction over civil not 

granted exclusively to another 
court. Probate. 

- General jurisdiction over criminal 
not granted exclusively to another 
court. 

-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

1- I l j u d g e  
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from county boards of 

equalization and Oregon Department 
of Revenue. 

COUNTY COURT (9) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive probate in 
6 counties. 

-Exclusive juvenile in 
7 counties. 

t 
JUSTICE COURT (44) 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $1,000, 

-Misdemeanors, traffic, 
small claims. 

felony, preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
(182) 
181 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction over 
municipal ordinances. Traffic. 

Court  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

iurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

' Indicates route of appeal. t 
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OREGON SUPI(ELIB COUaP 
Court of last re so r t  

lC j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Appeals from Ci rcu i t  Court ................................... 
Court of Appeals review allowed .............................. 
Tax Court appeals ............................................ 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 
Other cases:  

Or ig ina l  proceedings: 
Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  

Or ig ina l  proceedings ..................................... 
B a r  proceedings .......................................... 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 

Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ 

X 
X 
X 

85 
X 

17a 

11 
(45)e 

28 (45)e 

76 
82 

158 
408l 
566 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

339q451e 
x (45)e 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 

X 
1091 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 

Manner of d i spos i t i on  

Written opinion ....................... 264 
Dismissed or  otherwise disposed 

without opinion ...................... 208 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average days) 

468 594 (45)e 811 (45)e 25 1 

Disposit ion of appealsm 

Affirmed ......................... 130 
Reversed ......................... 81 
Modified ......................... 29 
Dismissed with opinion ........... 8 
Miscellaneousm ................... 16 

S ta tus  of pending cases j  (12/31/78) 

Notice of appeal t o  da te  case a t  i s sue  ........................ 207 
Date case a t  i s sue  t o  f i n a l  decision .......................... 133 
Notice of appeal t o  f i n a l  dec is ion  ............................ 340 

Not a t  i s sue  ....................... 28 
A t  i s sue  ........................... 35 
Under advisement ................... 79 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
X = The da ta  for  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be included in the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

aCOurt j u r i sd i c t ion :  

CJudge information: 

eCases not included in the t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

The Court of Appeals assumed ju r i sd i c t ion  over a l l  c i v i l  appeals from the  C i rcu i t  Court on January 1, 1978. 

There were 7.5 full-t ime equivalent j u s t i ce s  for  1978. Court of Appeals judges served s i x  months on the Supreme Court during 1978. 

Pe t i t i ons  fo r  review granted a re  not counted a s  d ispos i t ions  u n t i l  the appeal is disposed; the  f i l i n g  of the resu l t ing  appeal is not 
counted. These granted pe t i t i ons  a r e  the numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

iExplanation of data included i n  the category: 

lSpecia1 source or rev is ion  i n  data: 

mCategories fo r  d i spos i t ion  type or t r i a l  data:  

S ta tus  of pending cases data a re  given fo r  appeals and o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion  cases only. 

Figures f o r  request t o  appeal cases were revised by the o f f i ce  of the state cour t  administrator during da ta  ve r i f i ca t ion .  

Disposit ion of appeals char t  includes data only from cases decided by wr i t ten  opinion. 
Miscellaneous appeal d i spos i t ions  include cases of mandamus, other or ig ina l  proceedings, and bar proceedings. 

Source: Off ice  of the S ta t e  Court Administrator, 25th Annual Report Relating t o  Jud ic i a l  Administration i n  the Courts of Oregon, 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). Sources of case data a re  ava i lab le .  S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual report  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where 
necessary, and rev is ions  were made by the o f f i ce  of the s t a t e  court  administrator during data ver i f ica t ion .  



360 

OBBGON COURT OF APPEALSa 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

1OC judges  
J a n u a r y  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978  

P 

End 
pending Beginningi pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases :  
Appeals  : 

C i v i l  ....................................................... 
Criminal :  

Cr imina l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c  ................................................... 

T o t a l  ...................................................... 
Workmen's compensat ion .................................... 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency review .............................. 
C o r r e c t i o n s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  review ........................... 
P a r o l e  board review ....................................... 

T o t a l  ...................................................... 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n s  and habeas co rpus  ......................... 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................ 

Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy: 
X 

1 ,024 
- 

980a 

1 , 3 1 3  
104 

1,417 

215 
209 
212 
40 

676 

33 
3,106 

X 
2,6841 

X 
1,4461 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 1,024 3,106 2,684k 1,4461 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Dec i s ion  by op in ion  ...................... 8101 
P e r  cur iam and memorandum d e c i s i o n s  ...... 558 
Bench d e c i s i o n s  .......................... 450 
D i s m i s s e d l t r a n s f e r r e d  .................... 7121 
Conso l ida t ion  ............................ 154 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of appea l sm 

Affirmed .................... 1,4251 
Reversed .................... 433 
Modif ied .................... 73 
Dismissed on m e r i t s  ......... 26 
Misce l l aneous  ............... 15 

Time i n t e r v a l  ( ave rage  d a y s )  
A l l  o t h e r  S t a t u s  of pending cases (12/31/78)  

C r i m i n a l  ?P.EE&E- ............... Not ice  of appea l  t o  d a t e  case a t  i s s u e  ....................... 1 3 7 l  Not at  i s s u e  1 ,139 l  
Date  case a t  i s s u e  t o  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  ......................... 5 3 l  681 59 A t  i s s u e  ................... 127 
Not i ce  of appea l  t o  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  ........................... 190 19 6 192 Under advisement  180 ........... 

Bold face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

CJudge in fo rma t ion :  

kAddi t i ona l  i n fo rma t ion :  

a t t o r n e y ' s  b r i e f s .  

The Court  of Appeals assumed j u r i s d i c t i o n  over  a l l  C i r c u i t  Court  c i v i l  a p p e a l s  on Janua ry  1, 1978. 

There were 9.5 f u l l - t i m e  e q u i v a l e n t  j udges  f o r  1978. During 1978, Court  of Appeals judges se rved  six months on t h e  Supreme Cour t .  

In 1978, t he  c o u r t  heard o r a l  arguments  f o r  1 ,635  c a s e s ,  and an a d d i t i o n a l  199 cases were submi t t ed  t o  the c o u r t  on t he  r eco rd  and 

l S p e c i a 1  source  or r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  
Rev i s ions  i n  f i g u r e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n s  of a p p e a l s  and t h e  s t a t u s  of pending c a s e s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  s ta te  c a r t  

Breakdowns f o r  t i m e  i n t e r v a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  du r ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Beginning w i t h  the  1977 d a t a ,  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i n c l u d e s  cases c losed  by c o n s o l i d a t i o n .  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

mTnformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t he  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  2 5 t h  Annual Report  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  C o u r t s  of Oregon, 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). Sources  of c a s e  d a t a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where 
necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n s  and r e v i s i o n s  were made by the  state c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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OBgGoI? CIRCUIT OOUBT 
C c u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 circuits. 75C judges  
J a n u a r y  1. 1978  t o  December 31, 1978  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

C i v i l d :  
I& ........................................................... 
r lqu i tyk  ........................................................ 
Doleatic relatione: 

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n :  
D i s s o l u t i o n  ................................................ 

Adoption ..................................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

E s t a t e :  
Probatelvillslintestate: 

GuardianeNplconservatorship/trusteesbip: 
Decedents '  estates ......................................... 
Guard iansh ip  and c o n s e r v a t o r s h i p  ........................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Mental  competency ............................................ 

T o t a l  c i v i l i  .................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h :  

X 
X 

11,9991 

11,9991 
NIA 

6,4911 

8.194f 
14,685f 

N/A 
42,030hf 

X 
X 

27,399 
1,937 

29,336 

4,697 

1,830 
6,527 

3 ,773  - 
60,562 

X 
X 

26,227 
NIA 

26,227i 

4,493h 

6,085 

N/A 

1,592 

51,9791 

X 
X 

13,1711 

13.171i 
NIA 

6 ,695  

8 ,432  

N/A 
15,127 

44,903i 

Crimioald:  
Felony: 

Cr imina l  ..................................................... 4 , 3 9 8 f h  16,097 14,973 5,522 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 4,398fh 16,097 14,973 5,522 

J u v e n i l e d  : - - - - 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N I A  14,523 NIA NIA 

Griind t o t a l  ...................................................... 46,4281 91,182 66,9521 50,4251 

T r i a l d  
Non-jury Total 

c i v i i m  ................. 1,227 3,462 4,689 
C r i m i n a l  ( f e lony)  ...... 1 ,120  758 1 , 8 7 8  

T o t a l  ................... 2,347 4,220 6,567 
Age of pending cases 

P r o b a t e l v i l l s l  
c iVf1n  intestate 

Under 6 months ..... 16,966 N / A  
6+ t o  1 2  months .... 6,912 NIA 
12+ t o  24 months ... 4,582 NIA 
Over 24 months ..... 1,316 N I A  
Over 36 months ..... (n) 559 

754 
451 
266 
(n)  

Time i n t e r v a l  ( ave rage  days )  

Age of cases t r i e d  ( f i l i n g  t o  t r ia l ) :  
C i v i l  from date of f i l i n g :  

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  ................ 173.9 
A l l  c i v i l  ........................... 346.6 

a r r a ignmen t  .......................... 74.5 
Cr imina l  ( f e lony)  f r a n  d a t e  of 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - T h i s  case type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t he  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  the t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
CJudge in fo rma t ion :  

dC.?se d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of coun t :  
The re  were 73.0 f u l l - t i m e  e q u i v a l e n t  judges f o r  1978. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of coun t  is the case number a s s i g n e d  a t  a r r a ignmen t .  
A j u v e n i l e  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is  counted when the j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  is sworn. 

F i g u r e s  are as c a l c u l a t e d  from data g iven  in t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Disposed f i g u r e  f o r  d e c e d e n t s '  estates w a s  computed from f i l i n g  and pending d a t a .  
Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t o t a l  c i v i l  cases w a s  computed u s i q  f i l e d ,  d i sposed ,  and end pending d a t a  f o r  t h e  combined c a t e g o r i e s  

Beg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  c r i m i n a l  and t o t a l  c r i m i n a l  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending d a t a .  

D c n e a t i c  relations pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  do no t  i n c l u d e  a d o p t i o n  cases. F i l i n g s  i n c l u d e  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  
T o t a l  c i v i l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  a d o p t i o n  o r  men ta l  h e a l t h  cases. F i l i n g s  i n c l u d e  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  
Grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and pending f i g u r e s  d o  no t  i n c l u d e  a d o p t i o n ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  o r  j u v e n i l e  cases. F i l i n g s  inc lude  a l l  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does  n o t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

hFLgure w a s  computed: 

of l aw  and e q u i t y  ( " c i v i l " )  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

iData are no t  c m p l e t e :  

c a t e g o r i e s .  
kAdd i t iona l  i n fo rma t ion :  

The re  were 15,346 lav and e q u i t y  cases pending a t  t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r ,  20,926 cases f i l e d ,  19,667 d i s p o s e d ,  and 16 ,605  
pending a t  t h e  end of t h e  c o u r t  yea r .  These data were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  s ta te  e m i t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

k p e c i a l  s o u r c e  OK r e v i s i o n  in t h e  d a t a :  
Pending data f o r  marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  cases was s u p p l i e d  by t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
Beg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  p r o b a t e l v i l l s l i n t e s t a t e  cases was t aken  from Oregon's  1977 annua l  r e p o r t .  

C i v i l  t r i a l s  on ly  i n c l u d e  tr ials f o r  lav, e q u i t y ,  and m a r r i a g e  d i s s o l u t i o n  cases. 

C i v i l  age  of pending d a t a  on ly  i n c l u d e  l aw and e q u i t y  and marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  cases only.  
The number of c i v i l  and criminal cases pending over  36 months are inc luded  i n  t h e  over 24 months ca t egory  and were no t  a v a i l a b l e  s e p a r a t e l y .  

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  data 

mInfo rma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

"Information on t i m e  i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending d a t a :  

Source:  O t r i c e  of t n e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  24 th .  2 5 t h  Annual Report  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in t h e  Courts  of Oregon, 1977, 
1978 (Salem, Oregon). were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  s ta te  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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OBBGON TBX COURT 
C c u r t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i d  

1 judge  
J a n u a r y  1. 1978  t o  December 31, 1 9 7 8  

1_p __I 

End 
Disposed pending F i l e d  Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Appeal: 

Appeal  of a d d n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
Regular  D i v i s i o n  ........................................... 84f 
Small Claims Div i s ion  ...................................... 40 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 124f ___ 

85  
53 

138 __ 

85 
53 
- 138 

84 
40 

___ 124 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ................................................... 124f 138 138 124 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  124f 138 138 124 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  Time i n t e r v a l  (median months)  

Regu la r  D i v i s i o n  Small  C l a i m s  D i v i s i o n  Total Age of cases t e rmina ted :  
On t h e  merits ................ 62 30 92 Regular  D i v i s i o n  .................... 14.0 
Dismissed or s e t t l e d  ......... 23 23 46 Small  C l a i m s  D i v i s i o n  ............... 9.5 

T o t a l  ......................... 85 53 138 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

"Court j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Data from the  Oregon Tax Cour t  are inc luded  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c h a r t s  because ORS 305.405 d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  Tax Court  a s  a c o u r t  of 

g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  areas d e f i n e d  by ORS 305.410. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  

f 8 e g i n n i n g  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does no t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or compla in t .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  as g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  2 5 t h  Annual Report  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  Admin i s t r a t ion  i n  t h e  Cour t s  of Oregon, 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  frm t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c w p u t e d  where necessa ry .  

OBEGON DISTRICT CDIJRT 
C m r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 3  counties, S1C judges  
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
Disposed pending 

F i l e d  Beginning 
pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Small c la ims  ................................................... 
E s t a t e :  
Probatelvills/intestate: 

Deceden t s '  e s t a t e s  ......................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald:  
P r e l i m i n a r y  hea r ing :  

O t h e r  criminal: 
Felony ....................................................... 
Misdemeanor and v i o l a t i o n  o f f e n s e s  ........................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c  : 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

12,259fh 
8,217fh 

31,600 
43,422 

143 67 

20,61gfh 75,089 

~ - 

30,350 
40,648 

133h 

71,131 

897hk 9,220 9,108 

20,889hk 64,499 55,842 

21, 786hk 73,719 64,950 

6 2 , 0 4 2 k  455,151 

13,509 
10,991 

77 

24,577 

~ 

1,009k 

29,546k 

30,555k 

438,279 78,914k ' 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 104 ,447fh  603,959 574,360 134,046 

Age of pending c a s e s  

Small P r o b a t e l w i l l s 1  P r e l i m i n a r y  Othe r  
l a u -  claims intestate hearing criminal TKaff i c  

Under 6 months .......... 7,598 9,081 N / A  746 21,181 58,953 
6+ t o  12  months ......... 4 ,218  1,596 NIA 133 4 ,711  10,327 
Over 12  months .......... 1 ,693  314 N/A 130 3,654 9,634 
Over 36 months ( n )  ( n )  3 ( 4  ( n )  (n) .......... 
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Oregon District Court  ( con t inued)  

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  c a s e  type  is handled by the c o u r t ,  bu t  t he  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  ca se  type are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

CJudge in fo rma t ion :  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A t o t a l  of 50.5 f u l l - t i m e  e q u i v a l e n t  j udges  se rved  in the  c o u r t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is t h e  c a s e  number a s s igned  a t  a r r a ignmen t .  

F i g u r e s  are as computed from d a t a  g iven  in t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Deceden t ' s  e s t a t e s  d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e  w a s  canputed from f i l i n g s  and pending data. 
Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were computed f r a n  f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and end pending d a t a .  

The f e l o n y  p r e l i m i n a r y  hearing pending f i g u r e s  d o  no t  i n c l u d e  2 3  cases c l a s s i f i e d  as i n a c t i v e  f r a n  Multnanah County. 
The o t h e r  criminal pending f i g u r e s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  4,605 cases c l a s s i f i e d  as i n a c t i v e  in Multnanah County. 
The t r a f f i c  pending f i g u r e s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  23,328 cases c l a s s i f i e d  as i n a c t i v e  in Multnanah County. 

The number of l a w ,  s m a l l  c l a i m s ,  p r e l i m i n a r y  hearing, o t h e r  c r i m i ~ l .  and traffic cases pending wer 3 6  months are inc luded  in t h e  wer 12  

fB,%ginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does n o t  equa l  t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

hFLgure was computed: 

kAdd i t iona l  i n fo rma t ion :  

" In fo rma t ion  on time i n t e r v a l  o r  age  of pending d a t a :  

months ca t egory  and were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  s e p a r a t e l y .  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t he  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  2 5 t h  Annual Report  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in t h e  Cour t s  of Oregon, 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  that t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessa ry .  

OBKGOB C0Um-f mwTa 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

9 c o u n t i e s ,  9 judges  
January 1. 1978  t o  December 31, 1978  - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending - 
civild: 

Dcmest ic  relations: 

B s t a t e :  
Adop t ion  ..................................................... 
Probatelwillslintestate: 

Guardiaoshiplcanservatorshipft~steeship: 
Decedeots '  e s t a t e s  ......................................... 
Guard iansh ip  and c o n s e r v a t o r s h i p  ........................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Mental  h e a l t h :  

Mental  competency ............................................ 
T o t a l  c i v i l i  .................................................... 

N/A 

2201 

175h 
395 

N/A 
3951 

21 

97 

31 
128 

0 

149 

- 

NIA 

127h 

20 
147 

N/A 
1471 

NIA 

190 

186 
376 

N/A 

3761 

J u v e n i l e d  : - - - - 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N / A  133 N I A  NIA 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... 395i 282 1471 3951 

Age of pending cases 

Over 36 months 
Decedents '  es ta tes  ............ 64  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  = T h i s  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dCsse d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
Four  c o u n t i e s  handle  b o t h  c i v i l  and j u v e n i l e  cases, two handle  on ly  c i v i l ,  and t h r e e  handle  on ly  j u v e n i l e  cases in t h e  C w n t y  Cmrt. 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or compla in t .  
A j u v e n i l e  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n .  

Deceden t s '  e s t a t e s  d i sposed  f i g u r e  w a s  canputed from f i l i n g  and pending f i g u r e s .  

T o t a l  c i v i l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  do n o t  i n c l u d e  data f o r  a d o p t i o n  and men ta l  h e a l t h  cases. 

Grand t o t a l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  d o  no t  i n c l u d e  data f o r  adop t ion .  men ta l  canpetency,  or j u v e n i l e  cases. 

hFLgure was computed: 

iDnta are n o t  complete:  

c a t e g o r i e s .  

f o r  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  

F i l i n g s  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  a l l  

F i l i n g s  inc lude  data 

k p e c i a l  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  in d a t a :  
Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  deceden t s '  es ta tes  was ob ta ined  from Oregon's  1977 a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  2 4 t h ,  2 5 t h  Annual Report  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in t h e  Cour t s  of Oregon, 1977, 
~ 1978 (Salem, Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annua l  r e p o r t s  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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OREGON JUSTICE COURT1 
Cmrt of United j u r i s d i c t i o n  

4 4  c o u r t s .  4 4  j u d g e s  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1 9 7 8  

P - 
End 

Disposed pend ing  F i l e d  Beginning 
pend ing  

Cfv f ld :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
S l a p 1  claims ................................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ...................................... :.............. 
C r f o f m l d :  

N i sdeoeanor  : 
O f f e n s e s  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

5 5 3 f h i  1 , 1 0 2 i  
1 ,214f  hi 2 ,5681  

1 ,767 hi 3 ,6701  

1,552fhi  7 ,6381  

1,55Zfhi 7 ,6381 

__ 
1 5 , 4 2 3 f h i  145,8461 

9361 
2,4941 

3 ,4301  

7191 
1,2881 

2,007i 

6 ,5711 2,6191 

6,5711 2,61gi 

- 
143 ,9301  17,3391 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... 1 8 , 7 4 2 f h i  157,1541 153,9311 21,9651 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  Ps counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  c a n p l a i n t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is t h e  c a s e  number a s s i g n e d  a t  a r r a ignmen t .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  a s  c a l c u l a t e d  from d a t a  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending d a t a .  

Only 30 j u s t i c e  c o u r t s ,  ou t  of a t o t a l  of 44 c o u r t s ,  r e p o r t e d  d a t a  f o r  1978. Incomple t e  d a t a  were r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  Cour t s  i n  Madras, 

fBegfnning pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  do  no t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  for t h e  1977 c a r t  y e a r :  

hF igures  were computed: 

ioata are not  complete:  

J e f f e r s o n  County; and Nmyssa and J o r d a n  V a l l e y ,  Malheur County. Cour t s  b e g i n  t o  r e p o r t  d a t a  as they  are added t o  t h e  statist ical  
r e p o r t i n g .  

Source :  O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Cour t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  2 5 t h  Annual Repor t  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  C o u r t s  of Oregon, 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been  canputed where necessa ry .  
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0ggM)A HOXICIPAL aOWTi 
Court af l lmi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 
1 8 Z i  cour t s .  181 judges 

End 
Disposed pending < pending Fi led  

Crlrinald: 
Ordinance violatiaa: 

Other cases .................................................. 5,821fhi 21,206i 20,3751 - 6,6521 

T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. 5,821fhi 21,206i 20,3751 6,65Zi 

T r a f f i c :  
O t h e r  traffic violation: 

Major t r a f f i c  of fenses  ....................................... 5,822fhi 13,5551 12.3551 7,022i 
Minor t r a f f i c  of fenses  ....................................... 28,119fhi 164,4931 35,767i 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 33,941fhi 185,6961 176,8481 42,7891 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 33,941fhi 176,8481 42,78gi 

172,1411 

185,696i 

Grand t o t a l  ....................................................... 39,762fhi 2O6,90Zi 197,223i 49,4411 

C r i m i n a l  ........................................... 3 ,946i 
Traf f Ic : 

Major t r a f f i c  offenses ........................... 4,161i 
Minor t r a f f i c  offenses ........................... 22,3061 

T o t a l  ............................................... 30,413i 
T o t a l  ............................................. 26,4671 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
The cr imina l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  case  number assigned a t  arraignment.  
A j u r y  tr ial  is counted when t h e  jury  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness  is sworn. 

Figures are as c a l c u l a t e d  from d a t a  given in the  annual r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were computed f r a n  f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  

Only 108 Municipal Courts repor ted  d a t a  f o r  1978. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  197,8 c m r t  year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c m r t  year: 

hFigure was canputed: 

h a t s  a r e  not complete: 
P a r t i a l  r e p o r t s  were received f r a n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  of Canyonville,  Cent ra l  Poin t ,  

Chiloquin,  Dundee, Fairview, Gresham, Hines, Huntington, I r r i g o n ,  Milton-Freewater, M t .  Angel, P r a i r i e ,  Riddle and Seaside.  C a r t s  begin 
t o  r e p o r t  d a t a  a s  they a r e  added t o  the  s t a t i s t i c a l  repor t ing  system. 

Scurce: Off ice  of t h e  S t a t e  Court Administrator,  25th Annual Report Rela t ing  t o  J u d i c i a l  Administration in t h e  Courts of Oregon? 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessary.  
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SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears direct appeals in felonious 

homicide, right to public office, Probate 
or Orphans Court  matters, contempt 
cases, and questions of constitu- 
tionality of a statute.  O t h e r  appeals 
are discretionary. 

- May assume plenary jurisdiction over 
any matter in any court  at  any stage 
of the proceedings if it is a question 
of immediate public importance. 

PENNSYLVANIA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

COMMONWEALTH COURT 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction incivil actions 

involving the commonwealth o r  any o 
its officers. 

- Appeals from administrative agencies, 
local government, eminent domain, 
and non-profit corporation matters. 

f 
Non-profit 

corporations. 
Government.  

Eminent domain 
I 

of statute.  
Felonious homocide. 
Right to public office. 
Contempt, probate. 

Suppression of a 
district attorney. 

Right to issue public 
debt. 

Decisions of Orphans 
Cour t  Division 

I 

SUPERIOR COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 

Court  of Common Pleas except those 
directly appealable to Supreme Cour t  
or Commonwealth Court .  

- Non-governmental equity appeals. 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (59 )  

U 309 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in all civil 

matters. Orphans Cour t  Division 
handles Drobate. 

- Original jurisdiction in all criminal 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile. 
Appeals de  novo 

Jury  trials. 

matters. 

PHILADELPHIA 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
22 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Landlord and tenant, assumpsit and 

trespass claims under $1,000. 
- Criminal offenseswith less than 5-yea1 

sentence. Motor vehicle laws. Pre- 
liminary hearings except for homicide 
and rape. 

No jury trials. 

PHILADELPHIA 
TRAFFIC COURT 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction 
- Exclusive jurisdiction of all summary 

offenses under the motor vehicle 
law 

No p r y  trial 

Indicates route of appeal t 

DISTRICT JUSTICE 
COURT (555) 
555 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil matters under $2.000. 
- Offenses with fine under $500 and/or  

sentence up to 90 days. 
Preliminary hearings in  most criminal 
Some motor vehicle cases. 

No jury trials. 

PITTSBURGH CITY 
MAGISTRATES 
6 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Matters relating to the health, safety, 

or welfare of any place of human 
habitation. 

- Misdemeanors and municipal or- 
dinances (fine less than $500 or 
sentence less than 90 days). 
Felony preliminaries. Exclusive 
jurisdiction over all summary offenses 
under the motor vehicle laws. 

No jury trials. 

Court  of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

courts 

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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PENNSYLVANIA SLlPUE!lE COURT 
Court of last re so r t  

7 justices 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: ........................................................ N/A Appeals N/A 818 (155)e ................................................. Tota l  appeals N/A 818 (155)e N/A N/A 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appeal: 

Pe t i t i ons  f o r  a l loca tu r  .................................... 
Tota l  other cases .............................................. 1,126 

1.126 
N/A (155)e 
N/A (155)e 

N/A 
N/A 

Tota l  cases ...................................................... N/A 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters:  

Miscellaneous pe t i t i ons  ...................................... H/A 

Tota l  other proceedings ......................................... N/A 

- 

Manner of d i spos i t ion  

Majority opinions ................ 384m 
Per curiam ....................... 197 

1,262 N/A N/A 
1,262 N/A N/A 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the cour t .  
N / h  = This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the da ta  a re  unavailable.  

eCases not included in  the t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
Pe t i t i ons  fo r  a l loca tu r  that have been granted are not counted as disposed u n t i l  the appeal i s  disposed; a f i l i n g  is not counted fo r  the 

r e su l t i ng  appeal. These granted pe t i t i ons  fo r  a l loca tu r  a re  the numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 
mInformation on type of d i spos i t ion  or t r i a l  data:  

I n  addi t ion  t o  the  384 majority opinions wr i t ten  there  were 93 concurring opinions, 14 concurring and d issent ing  opinions, 230 dissent ing  
opinions,  16 opinions io support of a f f i rmat ion ,  23 opinions i n  support of reversa l ,  and 1 separa te  opinion writ ten.  

Solitce: Administrative Off ice  of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1978 Annual Report (Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r an  the annual 
repor t  except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



PENNSYLVANIA SUPIIBIOB COURT 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c a r t  

7 judges 
January  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 - . , ,  P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals ........................................................ N / A  

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 4,495 NIA N/A 
4,495 N/A NIA 

Other  cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... 
Bequests to appea l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o ther  cases  .............................................. ____ __ - - 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ...................................................... N / A  4,495 N/A N I A  

Other proceedings: 
Other  mat te rs :  

Miscellaneous p e t i t i o n s  ...................................... N / A  - 4,074 - N/A 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... N / A  4,074 N/A 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  opin ions  f i l e d  ............ 2,416 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough informat ion  is known. The case  ca tegory  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
N/A p This case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Pennsylvania Cour ts ,  1978 Annual Report  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pennsylvania).  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  t h e  annual  
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  

PENNSYLVANIA UlrmDUUEALTK COuBTB 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  ccurt 

9 judges  
January  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

P 
E d  

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Cases:  
Appeals: 

Appeal of trial c o u r t  caae: 
Appeals from Cour t  of Common P l e a s  ......................... N I A  696 N/A N I A  
Transfers  f rw o t h e r  c o u r t s  ................................ N I A  84 N/A N I A  

T o t a l  ....................................................... N / A  780 N/A N/A 

D i r e c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  appea ls  .............................. N / A  2,054 N/A N/A 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. N/A 2 ,  a34 --in N/A 

Appeal of a d m f n f s t r a t i v e  agency caae: 

Other cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...................................... N/A 363 NIA NIA 

T o t a l  o ther  c a s e s  N/A 363 NIA --KG 

T o t a l  cases  ..................................................... N / A  3,197 N/A NIA 

Bequests t o  appea l  ........................................... - - ............................................. 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  opin ions  handed dovn .............. 769 
Withdrawn, d iscont inued  ................... 39 
Remanded, t r a n s f e r r e d ,  OK dismissed ....... 23 
Dismissed f o r  l a c k  of p r o s e c u t i o n  .......... 0 
S t r i c k e n  from l i s t  ........................ 18 
Consolidated .............................. 157 

Boldface  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space 5 Not enough informat ion  is  known. The c a s e  ca tegory  may or may not be handled by the  c m r t .  
N/A = This case  t y p e  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
The Commonwealth Court only handles  c a s e s  involv ing  o f f i c i a l s  or o f f i c e s  of t h e  Canmonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Pennsylvania  Cour ts ,  1978 Annual Report  (Phi lade lphia ,  Pennsylvania).  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  frun t h e  annual 
r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  



PEAIISYLVANIA COURT OF COW8 PLEAS 
C a r t  of genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

59 c o u r t s ,  309 judges 
Jauuary 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 -- 

End 
Disposed pending Beginning F i l e d  pending 

Civ i ld :  
D m e s t l c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Marriage d isso lu t ion :  
Divorce .................................................... 

Snpportlcustody: 
Custody ......................... ........................... 

Adoption ..................................................... 
Other  dcmestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Esta te :  
Probate/ville/intestate: 

Orphans’ c o u r t  a u d i t s  ...................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 
O t h e r  civll: 

C i v i l j  ....................................................... 
A r b i t r a t i o n  .................................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

crimiuald: 
Pelonyldsdemeanor : 

C r i m i n a d  ................................................... 
Miscellaneous j .............................................. 
Postconvic t ion  appeals ...................................... 

T o t a l  c r imina l  ................................................. 

Appeal: 

Pas tconvic t ion  remedy: 

Juveni le :  

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 

15,861 

958 
864 

7,585 
25.268 

1,401 
330 

21,074 
15,993 
37,067 

64,066 

23,511 

2,126 

642 I 

26,279 

41,784 

6,386 
6,549 

56,151 
110.870 

19,616 , 
9,025 

20.279 
26,316 
46,595 

186,106 

39,797 

6,137 
6,283 

54,909 
107.126 

19,551 
8,792 

19,921 
28,395 
48,316 

183,785 

17,848 

1,207 
1,1288 

8,827 
29.010% 

1,466 
5978 

21,432 
13,914 
35,346 

66,4198 

60,331 54,343 25,3391 

11,387 10,706 2,807 

844 623 863 

72,562 65,672 29,0098 

6,272 37,365 37,750 5,887 

96,617 296,033 287,207 101,3158 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  Criminal (felony/misdemeanor) d i s p o s i t i o n s  

9 Non-jury T o t a l  Sett lement ................... 9,669 Gui l ty  p leas  .................... 23,477 
C i v i l a  ................ 1,898 3,717 5,615 Hearing--settled...... ........ 1,818 Nolle prossed ................... 8,594 
C r i m i n a l  (felony/ S t r i c k e n  ..................... 794 ARD ( r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program) .... 10,062 

( r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program) ...... 105 

dsdemeanor)  ........ 3,055 4,850 7,905 Transfer red  t o  a r b i t r a t i o n . . . .  1,105 Rule 1100 ....................... 410 
T o t a l  .................. 4,953 8,567 13,520 Other ........................ 920 Dispos i t ion  in l i e u  of t r i a l  

Grand jury dismissa ls  ........... 355 
Other ........................... 3,435 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or canpla in t .  
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants on the  information or indictment.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  I s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  completion (dec is ion) .  

gChange i n  pending does not equal the  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
Figures a r e  as given in t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

h x p l a n a t i o n  of data  included i n  t h e  category: 
C i v i l  under other dvil inc ludes  t r e s p a s s ,  assumpsit ,  equi ty ,  and miscellaneous c i v i l  cases that a r e  counted when the  case is placed a t  

C r i m i n a l  under felonylnisdemeanor inc ludes  f e l o n i e s ,  misdemeanors. and t r ia l  de novo for appeal.  
Miscellaneous appea ls  inc lude  criminal appea ls  f r a n  D i s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  Courts and o ther  miscellaneous c o u r t  ac t ions .  

C i v i l  t r ial  and c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  inc lude  only c i v i l  cases in t h e  c i v i l  category. 

i s s u e  as ready f o r  t r ial .  

W a t e g o r i e s  for d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data:  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Pennsylvania Courts,  1978 Annual Report (Phi lade lphia ,  Pennsylvania).  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  the  annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cmputed  where necessary.  
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PBILBDELPBIA ~IL~~~ICIPAL mum, PENNSYLVANIA 
CGuct of l ld ted  j u r i s d i c t i o o  

1 court, 22 j udges  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l &  
S m a l l  claims ................................................... 5,260 26,043 27,504 3,799 

Landlord and t e n a n t  .......................................... 1 ,165  18,073 18,458 780 

Code enf orcementj . .  4,590 25,597 25,730 4,457 

T o t a l  c i v t l  ..................................................... 11,015 69,713 71,692 9,036 

Real p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

O t h e r  c i v i l :  ........................................... 

Crimfnald : 
Misdemeanor : 

Cr imina l  ..................................................... 3,858 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 3,858 
P r e l i m i n a r y  hea r ing  ............................................ 1,076 

P r i v a t e  compla in t s l .  .......................................... 0 
30,960 
10,277 
41,237 
10,954 

29,005 
10,277 
39,282 
10,983 

5,5068 
0 

5 ,506  
__ 1,047 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 4,934 52,191 50,265 6 ,5531  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 15,949 121,904 121,957 15.5891 

Cr imina l  d i s p  o s i  t i  onsm 

G u i l t y  p l e a s  .................... 2 ,525  
Nol l e  prossed ................... 13,139 
ARD ( r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program) .... 9,430 
Grand j u r y  d i s m i s s a l s  ........... 0 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion  or ind ic tmen t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  complet ion ( d e c i s i o n ) .  There a r e  no  j u r y  t r i a l s  i n  t h i s  c o u r t .  

.%Change i n  pending does no t  equa l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
T h i s  was due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  placement  of 511 r e c o r d s  i n  d e f e r r e d  s t a t u s  and t h e  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  of 127 o t h e r  r e c o r d s  du r ing  t h e  c a r t  y e a r ,  a 

n e t  change of -290 c a s e s .  F i g u r e s  a r e  a s  g iven  i n  the  annua l  r e p o r t .  
jExp lana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

" P r i v a t e  compla in t s "  a r e  c r i m i n a l  compla in t s  f i l e d  by a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n ;  "c r imina l "  c w p l a i n t s  a r e  f i l e d  by t h e  p o l i c e .  
Code enforcement  p e r t a i n s  t o  v i o l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  housing,  p r o p e r t y ,  etc. 

Th i s  f i g u r e  w a s  c o r r e c t e d  i n  the  Pennsy lvan ia  1978 Annual Repor t .  

Cr imina l  t r i a l s  and criminal d i s p o s i t i o n  types  a r e  only for  t h e  c r i m i n a l  ca t egory  l i s t e d  as misdemeanor: c r i m i n a l  cases. 

l S p e c i a 1  source  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

mCategor i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Pennsy lvan ia  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pennsy lvan ia ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a o  t h e  
annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

PHIJADELPHIA TRAFFIC COURT, PENNSYLVANIA 
C c u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  6 j u d g e s  
Janua ry  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

T r a f f i c d :  __ __ 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  NfA 1,213,270 578,978 N / A  ................................................... 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  NJA 1,213,270 578,978 N / A  

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  
The t r a f f i c  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  is  the  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion ,  i nd ic tmen t ,  or compla in t .  

Source: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Pennsy lvan ia  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pennsy lvan ia ) .  
r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r o n  t h e  annua l  
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PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT 
Cour t  of l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

555 c o u r t s ,  555 j u s t i c e s  of the  peace 
J a n u a r y  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c Lvild: 
Law: 

C i v i l  compla in t s  ............................................. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

CTiminald: 
Ord inance  v i o l a t i o n :  

P r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing:  

O t h e r  criminal: 

N o n - t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n s  ........................................ 
Misdemeanor/felony compla in t s  ................................ 
Summary c a n p l a i n t s  ........................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c  : 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

163,556 

163,556 

227,824 

90,338 

115,818 

433,980 

1,069,492 

158,289 

158,289 

188,528 

83,897 

93,187 

365,612 

954,021 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 1,667,028 1,477,922 NIA 

Non- j u r y  t r ia ld  

C i v i l  ................................ 37,014 
C r i m i n a l  i ............................ 44,369 
T r a f f i c  .............................. 77,089 

T o t a l  ................................. 158,472 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Ord inance  
v i o l a t i o n  

Non-jury t r ia l :  
T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n  ...................... 14,316 
Acqu i t t ed  ............................. 13,064 

G u i l t y  p l e a  ............................. 129,550 
S u b s t a n t i v e  d e f e c t i v e  ................... 1,400 
Withdrawal  of p r o s e c u t i o n  ............... 14 ,921  
Unable t o  l o c a t e  ........................ 9,329 
S e t t l e d  a t  o r  b e f o r e  t r i a l  .............. 2,126 
Bound t o  c o u r t  a t  p re l imina ry  h e a r i n g  ... __ 
D i s m i s s a l  a t  p re l imina ry  hea r ing  ........ _ _  
Waiver of p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  __ 
Declared f u g i t i v e  _ _  ........... ....................... 
Other  ................................... 3,822 

P r e l i m i n a r y  
h e a r i n g  

__ 
3,180 

13,263 

4,240 
29,202 
12,611 
16,032 

2,335 
3,034 

-- 
__ 

O t h e r  
criminal T o t a l  ~- 

10,949 25,265 
6,040 19,104 

48,273 181,003 
274 1,674 

11,451 39,635 
7,572 16,901 
6,819 13,185 __ 29,202 _ _  12,611 __ 16,032 __ 2,335 
1,809 8,665 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

S e t t l e d  a t  o r  b e f o r e  t r i a l  ..... 33,341 
Judgment by d e f a u l t  ............ 72,696 
Withdrawal  of complaint  ........ 2,727 
Dismissed wi thou t  p r e j u d i c e  .... 4,731 
Closed--no s e r v i c e  ............. 5,761 
Othe r  .......................... 2.019 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Non-jury t r ia l :  
Acqu i t t ed  .................... 37,862 
T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n  ............. 39,227 

S u b s t a n t i v e  d e f e c t  ............. 7,194 
G u i l t y  p l e a  .................... 781,324 

Withdrawal of p r o s e c u t i o n  ...... 31,448 
Unable t o  l o c a t e  ............... 34,122 
Othe r  .......................... 22,844 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  i s  handled by the c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n s  or u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion ,  i n d i c t m e n t ,  o r  c a n p l a i n t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  complet ion ( d e c i s i o n ) .  

Source:  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Pennsy lvan ia  Cour t s ,  1978 Annual Report  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pennsy lvan ia ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a n  t h e  annua l  
r e p o r t  excep t  that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

PITTSBUILGB CITY HAGISTUAl!ES COURT. PBNNSYLVANIB 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t .  6 m a g i s t r a t e s  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  number of c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  C i t y  M a g i s t r a t e s  Court  i n  1978. 
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PUERTO RICO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Reviews judgments and decisions of 

Court  of First Instance', and cases on 
appeal or review before the Superior 
Court .  

- Reviews rulings of the Registrar of 
Property and rulings of certain ad- I ministrative agencies. 

SUPERIOR COURT* (11) 
89 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $10,000, actions in 

connection with taxes, eminent 
domain, and divorce. 

- Felonies and misdemeanors (except 
those vested in District Court) .  

- Cases concerning minors. 
- Review rulings of administrative 

agencies (except those reviewable by 
Supreme Cour t ) .  

Jury  trials in criminal cases; non-jury ir 
criminal and civil. 

DISTRICT COURT* (38) 
98 iudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $10,000. except 

those matters in which cognizance is 
given to the Superior Court .  

- Certain misdemeanors and violations 
of municipal ordinances. 

civil. 
No jury trials; non-jury in criminal and 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
36 judges 
Iurisdiction: 
- Civil investigations. 
- Probable cause hearings, search war- 

rants, summonses, warrants of im- 
prisonment, warrants to release from 
jail, and bails. I NO trials 

I 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil investigations. 
- Probable cause hearings, search war- 

rants, summonses, warrants of im- 
prisonment, warrants to release from 
jail. and bails. Violations of municipal 
ordinances. Accepts guilty pleas. 

No trials. I 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. 
'The Cour t  of First Instance c o n ~ i s t s  of two divisions: t the Superior Cour t  and the District Court .  
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PWRTO UCO summ mum 
Court of last re so r t  

7 j u s t i ce s  
July 1 . 1977 t o  June 30 . 1978 . .  

P ~~ 

End 
pending F i l e d j  Disposed Beginning 

- pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
C r i a i n a l  ..................................................... 
Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency case: 

Agency. decision reviews: 
Indus t r i a l  Canmission .................................... 
Regis t ra r  of property .................................... 
Labor Relations Board .................................... 
Board Of Elec tors  ........................................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
Quo warranto ............................................. 
writ of prohib i t ion  ...................................... 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Profess iona l  conduct (aga ins t  lawyer) .................... 
Bringing of charge (aga ins t  judge) ....................... 
Complaints of Puerto Rico Bar Association ................ 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Cer t i f i ca t ions  ........................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 

Disciplinary matter: 

Advisory opinion cases: 

Requests to appeal: 
Extraordinary reviews: 

Cer t io ra r i  ............................................... 
Civ i l  reviews ............................................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

. 

. 

16 
152 

. 12 
18of 

0 
1 
4 
0 
5 

14 
2 
0 
16 

0 
21 

63 
125f 
188f 
209f 

25 
121 

42 
8 
19 
1 

70 . . 
216 

9 
7 
0 
3 
19 

10 
0 
1 

11 

5 
35 

365 
520 
885 
920 

36 
215 

30 
10 
17 
2 
59 
310 

~ 

9 
8 
0 
3 
20 

7 
2 
0 
9 

3 
32 

363 
540 
903 
935 
. 

5 
58 

14 
0 
9 
0 
23 
86 
. 

0 
0 
4 
0 
4 

17 
0 
1 
18 

2 
24 

65 
105 
170 
194 
. 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 389 1. 136 I’ 1. 245 280 

Sta tus  of pending cases (6/30/7811 

Cases in process 
Submitted t o  be resolved 

Appeals: 
C i v i l  .................... 2 3 
C r i m i n a l  ................. 11 47 
Agency ................... 1 22 

Tota l  ..................... 14 72 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i sd i c t ion  .... 0 4 
Disc ip l inary  matter ...... 0 18 
Advisory opinion ......... 2 0 

Tota l  ..................... 2 22 
Requests t o  appeal ......... 17 153 

Tota l  cases ................. 33 247 

Orig ina l  proceedings: 

Manner of d i spos i t ion  

Opinion ................. 66 
Per curiam .............. 33 
Without opinion ......... 1. 146 

Disposit ion of cases 

Appeals C iv i l  A l l  other 
C i v i l  Criminal Agency Tota l  reviews cases Total  

Affirmed ............... 7 135 16 158 16 8 182 
Reversed ............... 4 17 12 33 72 78 183 
Modified ............... 0 11 0 11 51 11 73 
Dismissed .............. 24 40 10 4 79 1 65 
Writ denied ............ 0 0 26 26 374 272 672 .................. 56 Other 1 4 17 . 17 12 

Tota l  ................... 36 215 59 310 540 395 1, 245 

-~ 

. 22 . .. . . 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP . 
fBeginning pending f igu re  f o r  t he  1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igure  for  t he  1977 court  year . 

Figures are as given in the annual repor t  . 
JEaplanation of da ta  included in tbe category: 

P i led  f igu res  include new f i l i n g s  and restored cases . 
Source: Office of Court Administration. Annual Report 1977-1978 (Hato Rey. Puerto Rico: 1979) (manuscript) . S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r m  the a n w a l  

repor t  except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary . 
during data ve r i f i ca t ion  . Translation ass i s tance  was supplied by the court administrative o f f i ce  
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PWBM RIa) SIIPERIOE (XIWT 
C a r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

11 d i s t r i c t s  . 89 judges 
July 1. 1977 t o  June 30. 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pend ing  F i l e d j  Disposed 

c i v p l d :  
Law: 

Oebt c o l l e c t i o n s  ............................................. 
Wages ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o r t  ........................................................... 
Contract: 

C o n t r a c t  e x e c u t i o n s  .......................................... 
C o n t r a c t  r a t i f i c a t i o n  ........................................ 
Note c a n c e l l a t i o n  ............................................ 
S p e c i f i c  performance t o  c o n t r a c t  ............................. 
C o n t r a c t  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  ....................................... 
Act ion  of n u l l i f i c a t i o n  ...................................... 
A f f i d a v i t s  r e v i s i o n  .......................................... 
D i s s o l u t i o n  of c o r p o r a t i o n  o r  f i r m  ........................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
P r o p e r t y  ..................................................... 
T r a n s f e r  of farm t i t l e  ....................................... 
C l a i m  of r i g h t s  .............................................. 
E x p r o p r i a t i o n  ................................................ 

R e a l  p r o p e r t y  rights: 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
D m e s t i c  relations: 

M a r r i a g e  dissolution: 
Divorce  .................................................... 

O t h e r  d m e s t f c  relations ..................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Appeal: 
Appea l  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency  case: 

Appeal  of t r ia l  c o u r t  case: 
Taxes ...................................................... 
Appeals  .................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  w r i t s  ............................................ 
0 t h e r  c i v i l :  

O t h e r  s p e c i a l  p roceed ings3  ................................... 
License  t o  b e a r  arms ......................................... 
D i s a b i l i t y  ................................................... 
Other  a c t l o n s j  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

2. 559f 
278€ 

2. 837f 
7. 721f 

16 
3 

14gf 

62f 
127 

0 
14f  

490 

5. 1931 
6 

390f 
2. 4311 
8. 020f 

119f 

1. 950  
202 

2. 152 
3. 564 

6 
0 

305 
35 
37 
61 
0 
1 

445 

6. 826 
1 

596 
670 

8. 093 

2. 333 
314 

2. 647 
4. 687 

8 
2 

267 
63 
61 
81 

0 
4 

486 

7.  510 
6 

577 
1. 188 
9.  2811 

2. 176 
166 

2 .  342 
6.  598 

1 4  
1 

187 
9 1  
38 

107 
0 

11 
449 

4 .  509 
1 

409 
1. 913 
6.  832 

9. 40Zf 
4 .  718f 

14.  1 2 0 f l  

211f 

20. 770 
11. 331  
32. 1 0 1  

22. 151 
9. 054  

31. 205 

8. 0 2 1  
6. 995  

15 .  016 

265 304 172 

(j) . 
3041 

1. 641  
3 
728 

(j) 
2 l l f i  

1. 261f 

2. 842f 
2. 090f 

7f 

(j). 

1. 108 
2651 

2 .  690 
1. 928 

9 
1. 783 
6.  410 

38 ~ 547 

9.  858 
35. 776 

1 4  
1. 540 

47. 188 

97. 439 

12.  246 

646 
10. 191 

( j )  

23. 083 

9. 706 
35.  614 

16 
1. 287 

46. 623 

94. 351 

10. 212 
9. 001 

( 1 )  
731 

19 .  944 

2. 036f 
6,975f 

41. 635f 

Criminald:  
Fe lony  ........................................................ 10. 268f 
Misdemeanor ................................................... 7 . 884f 
P r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  ........................................... 
Appeal  ........................................................ ( j )  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 18. 210f 

8. 2218 

( j )  

6. 694 
143 

15.  0588 

J u v e n i l e d  : 
Cr imina l - type  o f f e n s e :  

Charges ............................................... 1. 44gf 5. 595 6.  085 959 
~ __ ___ ___ ....... 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 1. 449€ 5. 595 6.  085 959 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 61. 294f 119. 890 126.  6 0 7 l  54. 5648 

m d l  

J u r y  
~ 

C i v i l :  __ Law ................................... 
T o r t  .................................. 
C o n t r a c t  .............................. 
Dmes t ic  relations : 

__ 
.. 

R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  .. 

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  .. 
O t h e r  domes t i c  relations .. 

T o t a l  .. 

Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency  case .. 

.................. 
................ ............ ................................ 

Appeal: 

Appeal  of tr ial  c o u r t  case .. 

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  writs _- 
.......... 

.. T o t a l  ................................ ................... 
O t h e r  c i v i l  ............................. 

T o t a l  .................................. -. 

Fe lony  ................................ 338 
Misdemeanor ........................... 34 

T o t a l  .................................. 372 
Grand t o t a l  .............................. 362 

Cr imina l :  

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s ]  

T o t a l  

371 
505 

76 
899 

3, 214 
735 

. 

3, 949 

124 

S e t t l e d  Dismissed T r a n s f e r s  Uncontested Otherm ___________ 
Law ..................... 328 918 83  150 1. 168  
T o r t  .................... 1.224 1.606 162 88 1.607 
Contract ................ 
R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r ights  .... 
D a n e s t i c  relations: 

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  .. 
O t h e r  d a u e s t i c  
relations ............ 

T o t a l  .................. 
Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a -  

Appeal  of trial cmrt 
case ................. 

T o t a l  .................. 
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  w r i t s  ..... 
Other d v i l  ............. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  .............. 

Appeal: 

tive agency  case ..... 

Non- j u r y  

371 
505 

76 
899 

3. 214 
735 

3. 949 

124 

4 1  
1. 029 

14 

700 
714 

118 
3.  004 

5. 733  

3 .  231 
8. 964 

15 55 257 
80 2. 107 3 .  061 

4 .  945  11. 202 257 

1. 070 2 .  062 1. 991 
7 .  007 13. 193 1. 327 

( j )  
1241 
247 

1. 166  
7. 337 

2. 148 
2. 147 
4 .  295 

11. 632 

( j )  
1 2 4 i  
247 

1. 166 
7.  337 

2. 486 
2.  181 
4. 661 
12. 004 

10 

( j )  
10i 
84  

888 
4. 318 

50 1 78 1 6 5  

(1)  

749 
3.  724 

19.  133 

505 
32 128 648 

307 39. 249 3.  020 
2. 007 48. 862 23. 119 
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- P u e r t o  R i c o  S u p e r i o r  Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

P r e l i m i n a r y  
Pelony Misdemeanor h e a r i n g  Total 

Age of cases a t  d i s p o s i t i o n :  

less t h a n  3-6 
3 months months _ _ _ -  cnvii ........ 45,553 4,362 

less t h a n  1-2 

cu lmina1  ..... 335 542 
1 month months _ _ _ -  

less t h a n  1-2 
1 month months - _ _  

J u v e n i l e  ..... 300 1,212 

J u r y  t r i a l :  
Convicted ..................... 1951 111 
Acqu i t t ed  ..................... 1431 231 

Non-jury t r i a l :  
Convicted ..................... 1 ,1581  8621 
Acqu i t t ed  ..................... 9901 1,2851 

G u i l t y  p l e a  ..................... 4,8911 2 ,795 l  
T o t a l  c o n v i c t i o n  ................ 6,184 3,636 
Dismissed ....................... 3 ,791  3,912 
T r a n s f e r r e d  ..................... 147 136 
P robab le  cause  found ............ 
No p robab le  cause  found __ __ 
Other  ........................... 

__ __ 
......... 

6-9 

2,156 
e 

2-3 , 
months 

563 

2-3 
months 
1,226 

- 

- 

9-12 
months 
1,146 

3-4 
months 

540 

3-4 
months 

474 

- 

- 

- 

Time i n t e r v a l  (months)  

12-18 18-24 24 months 
months months and over  
1 ,206 520 1,256 
- - ~  

4-5 5-6 6-9 9-12 

-- 2061 
-- 1661 

__ 2,0201 
-- 2,2751 
-_ 7,6861 
-- 9,820 __ 7,703 

283 
243 243 
221 221 

__ 

12-15 
months months months months months 

467 379 857 390 220 

4-5 5-6 6-7 7-10 10-13 
months months months months months 

202 132 77 138 83 

- - - - -  

- - - - -  

Age of pending cases 

6 months 6 months 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 6-7 7 y e a r s  
and unde r  t o  1 y e a r  y e a r s  y e a r s  years years  ye^+ y;;fs 

and ove r  
C i v i l  ....... 18,996 7,024 5,978 2,571 1 ,381  859 702 
C u i n i n a l  .... 6,003 1 ,671  1,506 1,174 1,247 1,094 676 529 586 

15- 8 18-21 21- 
months months mon 

188 46 3 

i 24 months 
and ove r  

105 

13-19 19-25 25 months 
months months and ove r  

97 23 177 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or compla in t .  
The criminal case u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of cha rges .  
The j u v e n i l e  case u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of cha rges  f i l e d .  
A t r ial  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

F i g u r e s  are as g iven  in t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

C i v i l  a p p e a l s  t o t a l  f i g u r e s  do no t  i n c l u d e  a p p e a l  d trial court cases. Appeal  of t r ia l  c o u r t  cases d a t a  a r e  inc luded  by ca t egory  w i t h  

fThe beg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  d w s  no t  e q u a l  the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

kats are n o t  complete: 

o t h e r  c i v i l  data f o r  c a s e l o a d  i n v e n t o r y ,  t r i a l ,  and d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a .  
j l l xp lana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca t egory :  

F i l e d  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s ,  t r a n s f e r s ,  and reopened cases. 
Appea l s  af trial court cases are inc luded  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  case type  f o r  case load  i n v e n t o r y ,  t r i a l ,  and d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a .  The number of 

O t h e r  s p e c i a l  p roceed ings  i n c l u d e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of h e i r ,  c o n f i s c a t i o n ,  pe rmis s ion  of l a w ,  and recovery.  
O the r  a c t i o n s  i n c l u d e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of p r i v a t e  t i t l e ,  n u l l i t y  of f r a u d u l e n t  t r e s p a s s ,  and supplementary o r d e r s  i s s u e d  t o  impugn t h e  document. 

Breakdowns f o r  t r i a l ,  c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a ,  and criminal j u r y  and non-jury t r i a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  

Grand t o t a l  cases d i sposed  f i g u r e  w a s  c o r r e c t e d  by t h e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

C i v i l  non-jury t r i a l s  are t h e  number of c o n t e s t e d  cases concluded.  
Appeal  af trial eaut case data are inc luded  a c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  case type  f o r  c i v i l  t r i a l  and c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a .  

a p p e a l s  f i l e d  in each  c a t e g o r y  was g i v e n ,  b u t  t h e  number of d i s p o s i t i o n s  and pendings cou ld  no t  be s e p a r a t e d .  

l S p e c i a 1  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  in t h e  d a t a :  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source:  O f f i c e  of Court  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Annual Repor t  1977-1978 (Ha to  Rey, P u e r t o  Rico: 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r o n  the  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  
that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  T r a n s l a t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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PUERTO RICO DISTRICT COWT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

38 c a r t s ,  98 judges 
Ju ly  1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 - P __e- 

End 
Disposed pending P i l ed j  

Beginning 
pending 

Civ i l% 
Lav: 

Debt co l lec t ions  ............................................. 
Wages ........................................................ 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Tort ........................................................... 
Real property r igh ts :  

Property ..................................................... 
D o e s t i c  re la t ions :  

Family r e l a t ions  ............................................. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency case: 
Taxes ...................................................... 

Other c iv i l :  
Special  proceedings .......................................... 
Other ........................................................ 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

14,005f 
588f 

14,593f 
1,754f 

550f 

367f 

3f 

1,015f 

1,645f 
630f 

18,912f 

34,869 
959 

35,828 
1,925 

729 

2,932 

4 

3,601 
1,090 
4,691 

46,109 

34,683 
982 

35,665 
2,004 

880 

2,996 

4 

3,580 
1,218 
4,798 

46,347 

14,191 
565 

14,756 
1,675 

39 9 

303 

3 

1,036 
502 

1,538 

18,674 

Crininald: 
Hisdemeanor: 

Ordinance v io la t ion :  

Preliminary hearing 10,228f 15,081 15,628 9,681 

Tota l  criminal 20,774f 56,635 59,391 18,018 

.......................................... Criminal categories 10,449f 41,284 43,445 8,288 

........... Inf rac t ions  of municipal ordinances except t r a f f i c  97f 270 318 49 ............................................ 
.................................................. 

Traf f ic :  - __ 
................................................... Tota l  t r a f f i c  10,938f 49,601 52,353 8,186 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  50,624f 152,345 158,091 44,878 

Tr i a ld l  

Jury 
civi1:m 

Law ....................... -- 
Tort ...................... -- 
Real property r i g h t s  ...... -- 
D o r e s t i c  r e l a t ions  ........ -- 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  
agency case ............ -- 

Other c i v i l  ............... -- 
Tota l  ...................... -- 

Criminal .................... -- 
TmfPfc  ..................... -- 

Non- jury 

2,685 
293 
105 
428 

0 
1,007 
4,518 

N / A  
N/A 

T r a f f i c  d i spos i t ions  

Non-jury t r i a l :  
Convicted .................. 2,700 
Acquitted .................. 2,916 

Guilty plea .................. 31,794 
Tota l  conviction ............. 34,494 
Dismissed .................... 11,247 
Transferred .................. ' 3 , 6 9 6  

Tota l  

2,685 
293 
105 
428 

___ 

0 
1,007 
4,518 

N / A  
N/A 

C i v i l  d i spos i t ions]  

Se t t led  Dismissed Transferred Uncontested Other 
~~ 

Lav ................... 1,400 18,918 860 3,634 10,853 
Tort  419 880 99 107 499 
R e a l  property r i g h t s  .. 53 453 31 123 220 
D o l e r i t i c  r e l a t ions  .... 5 132 41 2,073 745 

t i v e  agency case 0 2 1 1 0 

.................. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administra- ... 
Other d v i l  135 1,327 124 1,473 1,739 

7,411 14,056 .................. Total 2.012 21,712 1,156 

C r i m i n a l  d i spos i t ions  

Non-jury t r i a l :  
Convicted .............. 
Acquitted .............. 

Guilty plea .............. 
Total conviction ......... 
Dismissed ................ 
Transferred .............. 
Transferred t o  Superior 

Court on misdemeanor .... 
Nolle prosequi ........... 
Probable cause found ..... 

Misdemeanor and 
Ordinance v io l a t ion  

2,755 
6,419 

12,972 
15,727 
19,071 

810 

Preliminary 
hearing g 

-- 2,755 
2,398 8,817 -- 12,972 -- 15,727 
1,193 20.264 

81 0 

240 240 
2,519 2,519 
7,336 7,336 

_- 
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- 
Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This case  type is handled by the  c o u r t  but the  d a t a  were unavai lab le .  

Puer to  Rico  D i s t r i c t  Court  (cont inued)  

= Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case  is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r imina l  case u n i t  of count i s  the  number of charges.  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or d e c i s i o n .  

fThe beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c c u r t  year  does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year .  
F igures  a r e  a s  given i n  the  annual r e p o r t .  

jExplana t ion  of da ta  included i n  the category: 
F i l e d  f i g u r e s  inc lude  o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s ,  t r a n s f e r s ,  and reopened c a s e s .  

l s p e c i a l  source or r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data:  
Breakdowns f o r  c i v i l  t r ia l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  w e r e  suppl ied  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  da ta :  
C i v i l  non-jury t r i a l s  a r e  the  number of contes ted  c i v i l  cases  concluded by t r i a l .  

Source: O f f i c e  of Court Adminis t ra t ion ,  Annual Report 1977-1978 (Hato Rey, P u e r t o  Rico: 1979) (manuscript) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  the  annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessary.  T r a n s l a t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were suppl ied  by t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of the  c o u r t  dur ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

PUERTO RICO JUSTICES OF THE EACE 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

36 judges 
July 1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases  handled by t h e  J u s t i c e s  of t h e  Peace f o r  1978. 

- 

PWRTO RICO MJNICIPAL a)URT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

24 judges 
July 1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases  handled by the  Municipal Court f o r  1978. 
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e novo. 

*Certiorari.- 

RHODE ISLAND COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, small 

claims under $500, mental health. 
Housing code violations. 

- Violation offenses, misdemeanors, 
felony arraignments.  

- Administrative agency appeals. 

No jury trials. 

Appeal 

5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final civil and criminal appellate 

iurisdiction. 

SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
17 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

~ Civil actions nver $5,000, equity, con- 
demnations, naturalization. 

- Extradition. Exclusive felony 
iurisdiction. 

- Zoning Board appeals. 
Appeals de inovo. 

Jury  trials. 

C o u r t  of 
last 

resort  1 
1 

FAMILY COURT (4) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, nonsupport ,  

paternity. 
- Adult crimes against juveniles. 
- Juvenile delinquency, dependency, 

mental health, and traffic. 

I 
MUNICIPAL COURT (2) PROBATE COURT (39) 1 

1 

Jurisdiction: 
- h%sdemeanors, inunicipal ordinance 

No jury trials. 

violations, traffic. 

38 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General probate jurisdiction, adult 

cases relating to juveniles, non-support, 
paternity, adoption, and guardianship. 

C o u r t  of 
general  

jurisdiction 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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BBODE ISLAUD SUPBEIII! COWT 
Cour t  of last resort 

5 j u s t i c e s  
Oc tobe r  1. 1977 to September  30. 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases:  
Appeals  : 

c i v i l :  
C i v i l  ...................................................... X 
Family Court  ............................................... X 

T o t a l  ....................................................... X 
C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... X 
Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

Workmen's compensat ion ..................................... X 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. X 

- 

Other  cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas co rpus  ............................................ 
Misce l l aneous  p e t i t i o n s  .................................. 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y :  

Bar d i s c i p l i n a r y  ......................................... 
Advisory op in ion  ........................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Reques t s  to appeal: 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. ................................................. - C e r t i o r a r i  X 
X 
- 

148 
31 

179 
82 

26 
287 
- 

17 
1 5 l  
32 

1 3 l  
0 

45 

113 
158 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 521 

Othe r  p roceed ings :  
O the r  m a t t e r s :  

F e d e r a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  ........................................ N / A  
P e t i t i o n s  on b a r  exams ....................................... N / A  

T o t a l  ......................................................... N/A 

T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... N/A 

- 

445 

311 
121  
1 5 l  

1 5  

- 

408h 558 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

k p e c i a l  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  
"Rule 16 ( g ) "  cases are motions t o  a f f i r m  a lower c o u r t  decis ion--no b a s i s  f o r  appea l .  

F i l i n g  f i g u r e s  f o r  misce l l aneous  p e t i t i o n s ,  ba r  d i s c i p l i n a r y ,  and o t h e r  p roceed ings  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  
d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source :  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  Report  on t h e  J u d i c i a r y .  1978 (P rov idence ,  Rhode I s l a n d ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r m  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  w a s  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  
c o u r t s  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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BBODE ISLAND SUPERIOR aluBT 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

4 c o u n t i e s .  1 7  justices 
Janua ry  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 - - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Appeal: 

Appeal of t r ia l  cmrt case: 
C i v i l  a p p e a l s 1  ............................................. 
Proba te  a p p e a l s  ............................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Misce l l aneous  p e t i t i o n s  ...................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

O t h e r  c i v i l :  

Crimioald:  
Felony:  

Ind ic tmen t s  .................................................. 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Appeal  ......................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

442 
63 

505 

5,6771 
613 

6,290 

6,795, 

2,396 
4941 
2911 

3 ,181  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NIA 9,976 N/A NIA 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  cage type is handled by t h e  c o u r t  hut  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i6 counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  ca se  u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of i nd ic tmen t s .  

C i v i l  appea l  f i l i n g  f i g u r e  was ob ta ined  from District Court  d a t a .  
Misdemeanor f i l i n g  f i g u r e  w a s  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  du r ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
Cr imina l  a p p e a l s  filing f i g u r e  was ob ta ined  from District Court  d a t a .  

l s p e c i a l  sou rce  or r e v i s i o n  i n  da t a :  

Source:  A d n i n i s e r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour t s ,  Report  on t h e  J u d i c i a r y ,  1978 (P rov idence ,  Rhode I s l a n d ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f rm the annua l  r e p o r t  
except  that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and r e v i s i o n s  w e r e  made by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  cmr ts  d u r i n g  data 
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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REODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURTk 
Court af l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

8 div is ions .  13 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

I 

pending ) pending Fi led  Disposed - 
Clvild: 
lev: 

Regular c i v i l  ................................................. N / A  22,394 i7.413j Nf A 
S d l  elairs ................................................... N/A 6,802 5,382j N/A 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N / A  29,196 22,795 N/A 

lfisdemeanor~ ................................................... N/A 25,5453 26,9541 N f  A 

Felony ....................................................... N/A 5,912 7,192 N/A 
Tota l  criminal .................................................. N/A 31,457 34,146 N f  A 

- - 

CnirLnald: 

Preliminary beariqg: 
- - - 

TUaff iej : - 

Tota l  t r a f f i c j  N/A (j) ( 9  

- - - 
.................................................. N/A 

G K S ~  t o t a l i  ..................................................... N/A 60,653 56,941 N/A 

Non- jury t r i a l d  

C i v i l  (hu) ......... 2,741 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the  c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
NJA - This case type is handled by the cour t  but the da ta  a re  unavailable.  - Not applicable.  

4:ase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The criminal case un i t  of count is the number of indictments or ccmplaints. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted a t  the point when an opening statement or the in t roduct ion  of any evidence occurs. Criminal trials include 

changed pleas. 
h x p l a n a t i m  of da ta  included in the category: 

C iv i l  l a w  dispos i t ion  f igu re  is the  sum of trials and judgments a f t e r  defaul t .  
Small chins disposed a re  the sum of small claims hearings,  de fau l t s ,  and sett lements.  
Traffic cases not handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division a r e  included with the misdemeanor data.  

Host t r a f f i c  (motor vehic le )  v io l a t ions  a re  handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the  Department of Transportation and 
kAdditional information : 

therefore  are not included i n  f igures  given. 

Source: Administrative Off ice  of the Courts, Report on the  Judic ia ry ,  1978 (Providence, Rhode Is land) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r m  the annual repor t  
except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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MODE ISLAM) FAMILY COURT 
Cmrt of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

4 c o u n t i e s ,  9 j u d g e s  
January 1. 1978 to December 31, 1978 - 

End 
pending Beginning F i l e d  Disposed pending 

C i v i l d :  
D a n e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Mar r i age  d i s s o l u t i o n :  
Abso lu te  d i v o r c e  ........................................... N/A 

Adoption ..................................................... N/A 

Termina t ion  of p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  ............................. N/A 
T o t a l  ......................................................... N/A 

T o t a l  c i v i l .  ..................................................... N/A 

O t h e r  d a n e s t i c  relations: 

- 

J u v e n i l e :  
Criminal- type o f f ense :  

Non-of f eose : 

O t h e r  j u v e n i l e :  

Wayward/delinquent ........................................... N/A 

Dependency, n e g l e c t ,  and abuse  ............................... N/A 

C h i l d  !marriages .............................................. N/A 
Other  ........................................................ N/A 

T o t a l  ......................................................... N/A 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N/A 

- 

4,569 
431 

134 
5,134 

5,134 

__ 

6,400 

420 

28 
40 
68 

6,888 

- 

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 

N/A 
N/A 

...................................................... Nf A Grand t o t a l  NIA 12,022 NJA 

Bold face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  case type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  ca se  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OK compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  ca se  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of i n d i c t m e n t s  or compla in t s .  

Source:  Admin i s t r a t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t s ,  Report  on t h e  J u d i c i a r y ,  1978 (P rov idence ,  Rhode I s l a n d ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

RHODE ISLAND HUNICIPAL COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 cmrts 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Municipal  Court  f o r  1978. The Municipal  Cour t s  a r e  l o c a l  c o u r t s  ope ra t ed  
independent ly  by two c i t i e s .  

RRODE ISLAND PROBATE DDWT 
C o u r t  of limited jurisdiction 

3 9  carts,  39 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled in t h e  P roba te  Court  f o r  1978. The P r o b a t e  Court  f u n c t i o n  is handled by independen t  p roba te  
judges chosen and pa id  by each  of t h e  39 c i t i e s  and towns. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over all cases 

originating in Circuit, Family, or 

t 
piFGEG-1 25 judges 

1 Jurisdiction: 1 - Civil actions over $100 (may vary to  

I $1,000). 
Felonies, misdemeanors (except if 
heard in inferior courts). 

I - Juvenile ( I f  n o  Family Court) .  

Jury  trials. 

FAMILY COURT (16) 
46 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

' - Family support ,  and protection. 

1 neglected, o r  abandoned children. 

Adoption, divorce. 
- Exclusive iurisdiction over delinquent 

L 

t 

I 

I 

PROBATE COURT (46) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Estates, business of minors and in- 

competents, guardians, trustees,  
mental  commitments.  

- Juvenile (if  no  Family Court) .  

No jury trials 

COUNTY COURT (8) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Civil actions under $7,000 (but may 

vary to  $25,000), divorce, adoptions. 
- Some accept guilty pleas, some hear 

certain felonies. 

Jury trials 

CIVIL AND 
CRIMINAL COURT (11) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Law and equity under $1.000 (but 

- Some have limited criminal jurisdic- 
may vary to  $300,000). 

tion, o thers  hear  all but serious 
felonies (sentence less than  10 years). 

jury trials. 

MAGISTRATE COURT (322) 
322 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law and landlord-tenant under $200 

- Criminal with fine less than  $200 
(but may vary to  $1,000). 

o r  sentence less than  30  days. Felony 
preliminaries. No criminal jurisdiction 
i f  there  is a County  Cour t .  

Jury trials. 

1 

I I MUNICIPAL COURT (82) 
82 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations. 

criminal with fine less than  $100 
and sentence less than  30  days. 

Jury  trials. 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 

Cour t  of 
general  

jurisdiction 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

iurisdiction 

Indicates route  of appeal. t 
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SOUTB CAROLINA SUPREMK OOUBT 
Court of last resort 

5 j u s t i c e s  
January  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 - 

End 
D i  s posed pending Beginnin: F i ledd  pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i V i 1 . i  ....................................................... 
C r i r i n e 1 . l  .................................................... 
Postcoavic t ion  rtredy: 

Postconvic t ion  ............................................. 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 

Other cases:  
O r i g i n a l  proeeedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  matter ........................................ 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Requests t o  appea l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 

235l 
221 

71 
2641 

0 
0 
0 

0 
__ 

428 
208 

48 
684 

8 
22 
30 

30 
- 

X 
X 

X 
X 

__ 

X 
X 
X 

X 
- 

X 
X 

X 
X 

__ 

X 
X 
X 

X 
___ 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
0 t h e r  pr oceed i ng s : 

Other mat te rs  : 
Motions ...................................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

264l 

0 

0 

- 

714 

423 

423 

- 

684h 

413 

413 

- 

294 

10 

10 

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Regular opinions .................... 274 
Rule 23 (memorandum opin ions)  ....... 171 

T o t a l  ................................ 445 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough informat ion  is known. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  

The case  category may or may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  

A case  is counted in t h i s  c o u r t  only when it  is docketed. Notices of appea l  a r e  f i l e d  on many cases  t h a t  a r e  never docketed. There were 
1,095 n o t i c e s  of appea l  f i l e d  wi th  t h i s  cour t  dur ing  1978. 

b i g u r e  was computed: 
The number of cases  disposed was computed by s u b t r a c t i n g  t h e  number of cases pending a t  the  end of t h e  year f r a n  t h e  number pending a t  t h e  

beginning of the  y e a r  and f i l e d  dur ing  it. 
jExplanation of d a t a  included i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

C i v i l  appea ls  inc lude  " s t r a i g h t "  and Rule 29 appea ls  and appea ls  of cases from t h e  Family Court. 
C r i m i n a l  appea ls  inc lude  r e g u l a r  and "no mer i t "  appea ls .  

The beginning f i g u r e s  were taken from an unpublished r e p o r t  from the o f f i c e  of the c l e r k  of c o u r t  concerning t h e  1977 case load ,  i n  which 
k p e c i a l  source or  r e v i s i o n  in t h e  da ta :  

these  f i g u r e s  were given as t h e  end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  1977. 

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by the  c l e r k  of the Supreme Court. S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been 
computed where necessary.  



385 

SOUTH CAROLINA CIRCUIT cOUaTab 
C o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

16 circuits, 25 judges 
July 1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 1978b 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

C i v i l d  : __ - - - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 16,969f 28,300 27,947 17,322 

Cr:iminald : 
Felonylmisdemeanor  : 

Criminal2 .................................................... 9 ,232f1 3013081 20,868 8,672 

T o t a l  criminal3 ................................................. 9,23Zf 30,308l  30,868 8,672 

Grand t o t a l j  ..................................................... 26,201f 58,608 58,815 25,994 

C i v i l  ....................... 854 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

S e t t l e m e n t  ...................... 1 ,744  
Volun ta ry  d i s m i s s a l  ............. 7,364 
I n v o l u n t a r y  d i s m i s s a l l n o n s u i t  ... 1,419 
D e f a u l t  ......................... 5 ,598  
T r a n s f e r  t o  o t h e r  c o u r t  ......... 2,483 

Other  d i s p o s i t i o n  ............... 2,536 
F i n a l  o r d e r  ..................... 5 ,949  

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
The C i r c u i t  Court  i n  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  is d i v i d e d  i n t o  two p a r t s :  c i v i l  c a s e s  are heard i n  Cwrt of Canmon P l e a s ,  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  i n  t h e  Court  

of Gene ra l  S e s s i o n s .  
b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  OK r e p o r t i n g  system in fo rma t ion :  

On Ju ly  1,  1978 n i n e  County Cour t s  were phased w t ,  and a l l  cases pending i n  them were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C i r c u i t  Cmrt. 
The r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  f o r  t h i s  Court  changed i n  1978 f r a n  t h e  ca l enda r  t o  t h e  f i s c a l  yea r .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  is a 6-month o v e r l a p  f o r  t h i s  

c o u r t  between d a t a  r e p o r t e d  f o r  1977 and 1978. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of c’ount: 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of i n d i c t m e n t s .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t h e  case i s  concluded by t r i a l ,  and judgment on t h e  v e r d i c t  has been r ende red  and f i l e d .  

F i g u r e s  are a s  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  and a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion .  

Cr imina l  d a t a  f o r  fe lonylmisdemeanor ,  t o t a l  c r i m i n a l ,  and grand t o t a l  i n c l u d e  criminal cases handled i n  t h e  County C a r t  and C i v i l  and 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r  does n o t  equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  yea r :  

jExp lana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

Cr imina l  Cour t .  
‘Special  Source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  

C r i m i n a l  beg inn ing  pending and f i l e d  f i g u r e s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e  du r ing  t h e  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n  p rocess .  

Source:  The J u d i c i a l  Department of South C a r o l i n a ,  Annual Report  1979 (Dar l ing ton ,  South C a r o l i n a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s s a r y ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c a r t .  
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SOUTU CAROLINA CoulyTp COUBl?,b AM) CIVIL AND CBIMINAL COURT 
Cour t  of limited j u r f s d i c t i o n  

July 1, 1977 t o  J u n e  30, 19782 
8 h  c o u r t s ,  8 judges;  11 c o u r t s .  11 'udges 

End 
pend ing  

Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v f l d :  __ 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 14,446f 

__ 
10,955 

__ 
17,361 

- 
8,040 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. (k) 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 14 ,446f i  10,9551 17,3611 8,040i  

T r i a l d  

C i v i l  ................... 398 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

S e t t l e m e n t  ...................... 933 
Voluntary d i s m i s s a l  ............. 2,102 
I n v o l u n t a r y  d i s m i s s a l / n o n s u i t  ... 1,096 
D e f a u l t  ......................... 4,176 
T r a n s f e r  t o  o t h e r  c o u r t  ......... 3,875m 
F i n a l  o rde r  ..................... 1 , 6 0 8  
Other  d i s p o s i t i o n  ............... 3,173 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system in fo rma t ion :  
On J u l y  1, 1977, a l l  cases i n v o l v i n g  domest ic  r e l a t i o n s  o r  j u v e n i l e  m a t t e r s  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Family Court .  

During t h e  yea r ,  n i n e  County Cour t s  were phased m t  and a l l  cases pending in them were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C i r c u i t  C a r t .  E i g h t  c a r t s  

The r e p o r t i n g  pe r iod  f o r  t h i s  c o u r t  changed i n  1978 from t h e  c a l e n d a r  t o  t h e  f i s c a l  yea r .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  is  a 6-month o v e r l a p  f o r  
remained in o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  end of t h e  pe r iod .  

t h i s  c o u r t  between d a t a  r e p o r t e d  f o r  1977 and 1978. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  

A c i v i l  c a s e  is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
Thc c r i m i n a l  ca se  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of i n d i c t m e n t s .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t h e  c a s e  i s  concluded by t r i a l ,  and judgment on t h e  v e r d i c t  has been r ende red  and f i l e d .  

T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  caused by t h e  change of r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  from c a l e n d a r  yea r  t o  f i s c a l  yea r  f o r  c a s e l o a d  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c o u r t .  

Data  f o r  criminal cases handled in t h i s  c o u r t  a r e  no t  a v a i l a b l e  he re .  

Pending,  f i l e d ,  and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  f o r  t o t a l  c r i m i n a l  a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  criminal s e c t i o n  of t h e  C i r c u i t  Court  d a t a  c h a r t .  A t o t a l  of 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does no t  equa l  t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  

iData a r e  no t  complete:  

k A d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  

1 ,867 c r i m i n a l  w a r r a n t s  were f i l e d .  
mInformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Of the  cases  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  c o u r t s ,  3 ,391  of t h e  3,875 were cases t r a n s f e r r e d  as a r e s u l t  of t h e  c a r t  l o c a t i o n  be ing  phased ou t .  

Source:  The J u d i c i a l  Department of South C a r o l i n a ,  Annual Report  1979 (Dar l ing ton ,  South C a r o l i n a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
except  that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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SOUTH W L U A  FAMILY COWTa 
Court d W t e d  ju r i sd i c t ion  

16 ccurts. 46 judges 
Ju ly  1. 1977 t o  June 30, 1978b 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed pending 

d i v i l d :  
D c l e s t i c  relatiom: 

Harringe disso lu t ion :  
Divorce .................................................... 
Legal separa t ion  ........................................... 
Annulment .................................................. 

T o t a l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Supportlcnstody : 

Custody .................................................... 
Support .................................................... 
Vis i t a t ion  ................................................. 

T o t a l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Adoption ..................................................... 
O t h e r  d a e s t i c  re la t ions :  

Pa tern i ty  .................................................. 
Termination of parenta l  r i gh t s  ............................. 
All other ca tegor ies  ....................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 
Change of n a m e  ............................................... 
Correction of b i r t h  record ................................... 

Tota l  .......................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

O t h e r  c iv i l :  

Traf f ic :  
Other t r a f f i c  v io la t ion :  

Juveni le - - t ra f f ic  law v io la t ion  .............................. 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juveni le  : 
C r i r i n a l - t y p e  offense: 

Delinquency .................................................. 
Felony ....................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................. 
Drug l a w  ..................................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Neglect proceeding ........................................... 
Abandonment proceeding ....................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Uental canmitment of minor ................................... 
Eabeas corpus ................................................ 
Other ........................................................ 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Tota l  juveni le  .................................................. 

Urn-offense: 

O t h e r  juvenile: 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X __ 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X - 

14,303 
768 
282 

15,353 

2,373 
8,298 

518 
11,189 

1,546 

133 
118 

13,537 

13,788 

942 
5 1  

993 - 
42,869 

2,573 

2,573 

3 ,356  
4 ,301  
3,960 

398 
12.015 

178 
21  

199 

5 1  
9 

3,277 
3,337 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

- 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X - 

X X 15,551 X 

18,648f 63,161 60,993 20,816 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
X - The da ta  f o r  t h i s  case type a r e  known t o  be included in the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

aCourt ju r i sd ic t ion :  
On Ju ly  1, 1977, a l l  cases pending in the  County Court involving domestic r e l a t ions  and juveni le  matters were t ransfer red  t o  the Family 

Court. 
b a r t i c u l a r  cour t  or reporting ioformation: 

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 

fEeginning f igu re  fo r  the 1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igure  fo r  the 1977 cour t  year: 

The reporting period fo r  t h i s  cour t  changed in 1978 from the calendar t o  the f i s c a l  year. As a r e s u l t ,  there is a 6-month cuerlap fo r  
this cour t  between da ta  reported for 1977 and 1978. 

A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 

Figures are a s  given in the annual repor t .  

Scurce: The J u d i c i a l  Department of South Carolina,  Annual Report 1979 (Darlington, '  South Carolina).  S t a t i s t i c s  vere from the annual repor t  
except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA MAGISTRATE COURT 
Cour t  a€ l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
322 c o u r t s ,  322 m a g i s t r a t e s  

January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning F i l e d  Disposed pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 20,449 101 ,963  109,443 12,969 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 20,449 101,963 109,443 12,969 

Criminald:  
Nisdemeanor: 

Non- t r a f f i c  .................................................. X 64,760 
P r e l i m i n a r y  bearing ............................................ N / A  14,199 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. X i  78,959 

X 
14,091 

X 

X 
A/A 

X i  

T r a f f i c :  
DWI/DUI: 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
Dr iv ing  under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  .................................. X 10,976 X X 

O the r  ........................................................ X 399,917 X X 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... X 410,883 X X 

___ __ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 24,635i 591,815 599,39ak 16,944gi 

u d  

J u r y  Non-jury - 
C i v i l  ................ 386 55,298 55,684 

T o t a l  ................. 3,182 309,112 312,294 
Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  . 2 ,796  253,814 256,610 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  (preliminary b e a r i n g )  

No l l e  p rosequ i  ............ 709 
Bound over  ................ 10,475 
Discharged ................ 2,907 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NfA = This  case  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X * The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  

*Case d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  i s  t h e  number of i nd ic tmen t s .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t h e  case is concluded by jury, and judgment on t h e  v e r d i c t  has  been rendered and f i l e d .  A l l  cases no t  concluded by j u r y  

t r i a l  a r e  cons ide red  non- j u r y  t r i a l s .  
BChange in pending does no t  e q u a l  t he  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

i D a t a  a r e  no t  complete:  

kAddiei  onal  i n fo rma t ion  : 

T h i s  i s  caused by t h e  mis s ing  d a t a  f o r  p r e l i m i n a r y  b e a r i n g  c a s e s .  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  and grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  d o  no t  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  p r e l i m i n a r y  bearing cases .  

The Mag i s t r a t e  Court  a l s o  i s s u e d  102,111 a r r e s t  and 1 , 6 6 8  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t s .  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  South Caro l ina  Court  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  O f f i c e .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r u n  the  unpubl ished d a t a  excep t  t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  

SOUTH CAROLINA PROBATE COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

46 c o u r t s  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  P roba te  Court  f o r  1978. 

SOUTH CAROLINA MUMICIPAL alLlRl' 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 2  c o u r t s .  82 j udges  
J a n u a r y  1, 1978  t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f a r  cases handled i n  t h e  Municipal  Court  f o r  1978. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

CIRCUIT COURT (8) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions, domestic relations, 

probate. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
-Juvenile.  
Administrative appeals. 

Jury trials. 

I 
~~ ~ 

LAWYER MAGISTRATES I LAY MAGISTRATES 
Division of Circuit Cour t  
6 full-time and 16 part-time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $2,000. 

Small claims, mental health. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

preliminary hearings. Committing 
magistrate, search warrant,  arrest  
warrant.  Serve as coroner. 

Jury trials. 

Division of Circuit Cour t  
87 lay magistrates, 61 of which are also 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions and small claims under 

$500 (uncontested). 
- Guilty pleas for misdemeanors and or- 

dinance violations. Preliminary 
hearings, search warrant, arrest  war- 
rant.  Serve as coroner. 

clerks of court. 

No jury trials. 

Cour t  of 
last 

resort 1 

Court  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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SOUTH DAKOTA SUPBEHE COWT 
Caur t  of last resort 

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: ____ ___ ___ 

T o t a l  appeals ................................................. X 2293(3)e1 306 X 

Other cases:  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i m :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 
B a i l  ..................................................... 
Writs .................................................... 
C e r t i f i c a t e  of probable cause ............................ 
Execution s t a y  ........................................... 
C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................... 
Other .................................................... 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
Attorney suspension ...................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
P e t i t i o n  f o r  allowance of appea l  ........................... 

T o t a l  o ther  cases .............................................. 

Disc ip l inary :  

Advisory opinion ........................................... 
i tequests to appeal:  

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- __ 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

27 

23 
50 

1 
1 
2 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
2 
8 

0 
1 
9 

16 ( 3 ) e l  
25 (3)e l  

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

~ 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... 315f1 279 (3)e1 331 (3)e1 263l 

Other proceedings : ............................................. Rehearing reques ts  - N / A  27 l  281 N/A 
T o t a l  o ther  proceedings N / A  271 28l N/A ......................................... , 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Opinion .......................... 2031m 
Order of d i s m i s s a l  or d e n i a l  ..... 1281m 

S t a t u s  of pending cases1 (12/31/78) 

N o t  ready f o r  ca lendar  .......... 159 
Ready f o r  argument/submission ... 4 1  
Submitted and pending ........... 60 
Suspense ......................... 3 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  N C S P .  
N/A = This case  type is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X * The da ta  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

eCases not included i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 c o u r t  year does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o t  he 1977 c o u r t  year :  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  allowance of appea l  granted a r e  not counted a s  disposed u n t i l  the  appea l  is disposed; a f i l i n g  is  not  counted f o r  t h e  
appeal.  These gran ted  p e t i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses .  

The d i f f e r e n c e  is due t o  the  a d d i t i o n  of in format ion  on t h e  number of cases  o t h e r  than  appea ls  t h a t  were a c t i v e  during 1978. This 
information was not  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  1978. 

Appeals f i l e d  f i g u r e  inc ludes  r e i n s t a t e d  appea ls .  

These 203 opinions disposed of 244 c a s e s .  
There were 87 c a s e s  disposed of by t h e  128 o r d e r s  of d i smissa l  or d e n i a l .  

jExplanatian of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

q a t e g o r i e s  for  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or  t r ia l  d a t a :  

Source: S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor ' s  O f f i c e ,  Benchmark: Biennia l  Report  of t h e  South Dakota Uni f ied  J u d i c i a l  System, FY 1978 and 1979 ( P i e r r e ,  
South Dakota: December, 1979) and unpublished d a t a  suppl ied  by the  c l e r k  of t h e  c o u r t .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  the  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t  and 
t h e  unpublished da ta .  
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SOUTE DAKOTA CIRCUIT oOIJRTi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

8 circuits. 36 judgesc 
July 1. 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civil+ 

Small claims ................................................... 
Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... 

Moption ..................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Estate: 
Probate/villslintestate: 
Probate .................................................... 

&uta1 health .................................................. 
Other civil ................................................... 
Total'civil ..................................................... 
C K b h d d  : 
Felony ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor: 

Class 1.l ..................................................... 
Class 2 and petty offensej ................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traf f ie : 

Total traffic ................................................. 
Juveniledk: 

Criminal-type offense: 

Status offense: 

Other juvenile: 

Delinquency .................................................. 
Child in need of supervision ................................. 
Juvenile ..................................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,4861 
NIA 

N/A 
4,486i 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NJA 
N/A 

- 
N/A 

2,403i 

33 21 

2,73Si 

9,6231 

2,6041 
531i 

3,1351 

3,4991 

4,7251 
4961 

21,4781 

2,13811 

9,159ijl 
105,102ij 
114,261ij 

116,39911 

(j) 

NlA 

N/A 

1,6581 

1,4581 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 7.221i 139.3351 N/A - 

Non- jurf 

1,712 
266 
525 

2,503 

66 
306 
372 

2,875 - 
Other civil ................ 4.063 

JuFy 
civil: 

Small claim ................ -- 
Uarriage dissolution ........ -- 
Other civil ................. 137 

Total ........................ 137 

Felony ...................... 107 
Class 1 misdemeanors ........ 141 

Total ........................ 248 
Grand total .................... 385 

CrimiMlm: 

Total 

1,712 
266 
662 

2,640 

173 
441 
620 

3,260 

- Class 1 
pelony misdemeanors Total 

Guilty plealdismissed ..... 1,965 8,712 10,677 
Preliminary hearing held .. 640 1,088 1.728. 

Civil dispositions 

Default 

Ilarri8s.e dissolution ....... 2.338 
Small C l a i m 6  ............... 7,911 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 
CJudge information: 

This court is also served by 6 full-time and 16 part-time lawyer magistrates (12.6 FTE), 26 lay magistrates, and 61 lay magistrateslclerks 
(6.5 FTE). 

dcase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition OK complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
The juvenile case unit of count is the number of referrals. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Circuit Court figures do not include data for the 6.5 full-time equivalent Lay Magistrates or 12.6 Lawyer Magistrates of the Circuit Court. 
Grand total filed figure includes juvenile criminal-type offense and statos offense and estate filings only. 
Grand total disposition figures do not include any juvenile criminal-type offense or status offense data. 

Offenses included in Class 1 misdemeanors are reckless driving, simple assault, and driving while intoxicated. 
Offenses included in Clys 2 misdemeanors are disorderly conduct, prostitution. and gambling. 

Traffic data for IHI/DUI and other traffic violation cases are included in vith the misdemeanor data on the court profile. 

The juvenile caseload is handled by the court services department. 

Figures were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

Civil non-jury trial data include contested small c l a h  and domestic relations cases. 
Criminal trial and disposition data include only felony and high grade misdemeanor cases. 

December 1979). 

iData are not complete: 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Petty offenses are defined as vehicle 
equipment violations. 

kAdditional information: 

%pedal source or revision in the data: 

mCategories for disposition type OK trial data: 

There were 55.5 full-time equivalent court service officers during 1978. 

Source: State Court Administrator's Office, Benchmark: A Biennial Report of the South Dakota Unified Judicial System, FY 1978 6 1979 (Pierre, 
Statistics are from the biennial report except that totals have been computed where necessary. South Dakota: 
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TENNESSEE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

Cour t  
of last 
resort 

A , 

Intermediate 
appellate 

courts 

1 SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Consti tutional issues, workmen’s 

compensation, and state revenue 
appeals. 

ordinance. 

decisions. 

-Constitutionality of a statute o r  

- Review of o ther  appellate court  

i 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears only criminal appeals. Cases 

Workmen’s compensation. 
Judgments involving 
constitutional and o ther  
public law questions. 

9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears only civil appeals. All civil 

except those to Supreme Cour t .  
under post-conviction procedure act, 
felonies, misdemeanors. I 

27 chancellors 
lurisdiction: 
- Equity cases over $50, divorce, 
ado  tion, and civil cases (except 
kortp., Appeals of administrative 
agencj. cases. 

COURT (5) 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law and equity cases over $SO. 

Jury  trials. 

Cki I  CriGinal - 
CIRCUIT COURT(30) 1 
58 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Cont rac ts  and demands over 

$SO ($3,000 for some counties) 
divorce, landlord and tenant, 
adoption. equity,chancery. 

Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 1 
4 

A t L G i b s o n  county. 

2 ludges, 1 county judge, 5 
general session judges also 
serve 
Jurisdiction 
- Administration of estates, 

probate of wills, guardianship 

26 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Felonies, misdemeanors 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT (7) COUNTY COURT (95) 
81 judges and 20 county 

chairmen 
Jurisdiction: 
-Probate,  administration of 

estates, 
-Juvenile ( i f  no Juvenile Court) .  
No jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT(2) 
2 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $3,000. 
- Misdemeanors (fine less than $50, 

sentence less than 1 year). 

No jury trials. 

+ JUVENILE COURT(14) 
15 juvenile judges, 23  general 
session judges, 1 law and equity 
judge, 2 county judges, and 8 
county executives also serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Adults contributing to  

delinquency of minor. 
- Juvenile. 
No jury trial. 

Criminal. 
Civil and criminal. 

GENERAL SESSIONS 
COURT (92) 
a77 full-time and =38 part-time judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil cases under $5,000, landlord and 

tenant. Recovery of personal property 
to  $10,000. Equity cases under $1,500. 
Some courts hear divorce, workmen’s 
compensation. 

sentence less than 1 year), preliminary 
hearings. 

- Some courts hear juvenile. 
No jury trial. 

- Misdemeanors (fine less than $50. 

- 
MUNICIPAL COURT (2300) 
192 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations (fine less 

No jury trials. 
than  $50, sentence less than 30 days). 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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TEmEssBE SuFIlmE alWT 
C o u r t  of last r e s o r t  

5 justices 
J a n u a r y  1. 1978 t o  Decmber 31. 1978 - 

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning - pending 

Cases: 
Appeals  ........................................................ NIA 

'Total  a p p e a l s  ................................................... N f A  
- 

Other  cases: 
Beques t s  t o  appea l :  

C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................. NfA 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. N f A  

- 

138 (82)e 
138 (82)e 

6751 
675 

278 
278 

593 (82)e 
593 (82)e 

N/A 
N/A 

..................................................... 'Total  cases NIA 813 (82 )e  871 (82 )e  N I A  

D i s p o s i t i o n  of cases 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  R e q u e s t s  
Appeals  t o  a p p e a l  Total ......... ............................ 105 ............................ 19 Pe r  cu r i am 39 Reversed 19 _- 

Opinions and o r d e r s  23gm Affirmed 105 -- .................. 
Reversed and remanded ............... 
Affirmed i n  par t - - reversed i n  p a r t  . . 
Reversed and d i smis sed  .............. 
Modified and a f f i r m e d  ............... 
Affirmed and remanded ............... 
Order denying p e t i t i o n  .............. 
Dismissals .......................... 
Remanded wi thou t  op in ion  ............ 
T r a n s f e r r e d  ......................... 
Granted ............................. 
Denied .............................. 
Other  ............................... 

46 
13 

7 
3 

1 4  
20 

9 
7 

31  -- _ _  
4 

46 
13 

7 
3 

14  
20 

9 
7 

31  
82 82 

585 585 
8 12  

__ __ __ __  
-- 
- 
-_ 
-- __ 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N f A  = T h i s  case type  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

eCases no t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double  coun t ing :  
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i o r a r i  g r a n t e d  are not  counted as d i sposed  u n t i l  t h e  a p p e a l  i s  d i sposed ;  a f i l i n g  i s  not  counted f o r  t h e  

r e s u l t i n g  appeal. These g r a n t e d  p e t i t i o n s  are t h e  numbers appearing i n  pa ren theses .  
' Spec ia l  sou rce  or r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 

mln fo rma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or  t r i a l  data: 
The number of c e r t i o r a r i  p e t i t i o n s  f i l e d  w a s  s u p p l i e d  by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  d u r i %  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  239 m a j o r i t y  op in ions  and o r d e r s ,  t h e r e  were 1 4  d i s s e n t s  and 4 concur rences  w r i t t e n .  

Source:  Execu t ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Court  of Tennessee,  1978 Annual Report  ( N a s h v i l l e ,  Tennessee ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a n  the  annua l  r e p o r t  
excep t  that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c a r t  
du r ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

_q__ - - - 
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TENNESSEE COURT OP &PEALS' 
Intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t  

3 div is ions .  9 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ N/A 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. N/A 

Other cases: 
Bequests t o  appeal ........................................... 

Tota l  other cases ............................................. - 

730 
730 
- 800 

800 
- 

N I A  

Tota l  cases ..................................................... N / A  730 800 

Manner of d i spos i t i on  

Opinions and simple orders ..... 752 
Per curiam ..................... 48 

Disposit ion of appeals 

Affirmed ............................... 
Reversed ............................... 
Reversed and remanded .................. 
Affirmed i n  par t  and reversed i n  part .. 
Reversed and dismissed ................. 
Remanded ............................... 
Modified and affirmed .................. 
Affirmed and remanded .................. 
Order denying pe t i t i on  ................. 
Other .................................. 
Dismissed .............................. 
Transferred ............................ 

N I A  

384 
39 
82 
31 
28 
27 
34 
45 
28 
15 
74 
13 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 
Blank space N o t  enough information i s  known. The case category may or may not be handled by the c a n t .  
N/A = This case type is  handled by the cour t ,  but the da ta  a re  unavailable.  

aCourt ju r i sd ic t ion :  
This court has c i v i l  j u r i sd i c t ion  only. 

Source: Executive Secretary,  Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f rau  the annual repor t  
except tha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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TENNESSEE COURT OF QUMINAI. APPEALSa 
Intermediate appel la te  c a r t  

3 d iv is ions .  9 Judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

_)__ - P 
End 

pending Beginning Pi led  Disposed 
pending 

Cases:' 
Appeals: 

C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... N/A 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. 685 

685 
X 
X 
- 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original Jurisdiction: 

Other .................................................... N f A  9 X ........................................... - - - 
X 

Bequests t o  appeal 
Tota l  other cases ............................................. NfA 9 

N f  A m 

N f  A 

m 

Total cases ..................................................... N I A  694 7 58 

Manner of d i spos i t ion  

Opinions and orders ............ 
Per curiam ..................... 733m 

25 

Disposit ion of cases 

Affirmed ............................... 
Reversed ............................... 
Reversed and remanded .................. 
Affirmed in part  and reversed i n  part  .. 
Reversed and dismissed ................. 
Remanded ............................... 
Modified and affirmed .................. 
Affirmed and remanded .................. 
Order denying pe t i t i on  ................. 
Other .................................. 
Dismissed .............................. 
Transferred ............................ 

NIA 

578 
2 
33 
15 
12 
17 
19 
12 
15 
9 
43 
3 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the c a m t .  
N/A - This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  
X - The data fo r  this case type are known t o  be included in the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

aCourt ju r i sd ic t ion :  

mhformation on dispos i t ion  type or t r ia l  data:  
This cour t  has criminal j u r i sd i c t ion  only. 

There were a l s o  25 concurrences and 16 d i s sen t s  wr i t ten .  

Source: Executive Secretary,  Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r m  the annual repor t  
except that t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessary. 
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m S S B B  CIRCUIT 03IIRT AUD QUMIUAL UJWT 
Carrt d g e n e r a l  jurisdiction 

31 circuits, 58C judges; 13 c i r c u i t s ,  26 judges 
J a n u a r y  1, 1978  t o  December 31, 1978  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
T o r t :  

Con t rac t :  

R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Dopestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Damages l to r t s  ................................................ 
C o n t r a c t s / d e b t s  .............................................. 
Real estate matter ........................................... 
Marr i age  d i s s o l u t i o n :  

D ivorce  .................................................... 
P e t i t i o n s  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  .................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Suppor t /  cus tody  : 

R e c i p r o c a l  suppor t  ......................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
O t h e r  d m e s t f c  relations ..................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
E s t a t e :  
GuardiansNp/conseratorship/trusteeship: 

O t h e r  estate: 
T r u s t s  ..................................................... 
Proba te  / c  o n s e m a t o r s  h i e l g u a r d i a n s  h i p  ....................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Mental  health .................................................. 
Appeal: 

Appeal  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
Appeal from a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  hea r ing  ......................... 
Tax matter ................................................. 
Workmen's compensation ..................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Appeal from lower c o u r t  .................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
S p e c i a l  remedy ............................................... 
Contempt proceeding .......................................... 
Other  non-domestic r e l a t i o n s  ................................. 

Appeal of tr ial  ca r t  case: 

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  =it: 

Othe r  c i v i l :  

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

9,686 

2,614 

920 

18,926 
2.362 

21,288 

3,687 
618 
386 

25,979 

7 

76 
83 

301 

54 
16 

2,800 
2,870 

5,347 
8,217 

315 

590 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 673 X X 

T o t a l  ......................................................... X 1 , 2 6 3  X X - - - __ 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 46,985fh 49,378 46,600 49,7631 

C r i a i n a l d  : 
Felony:  

Acts a g a i n s t  pe r sons  ......................................... X 3,8761 
Acts  a g a i n s t  p r o p e r t y  ........................................ X 16 ,301  

T o t a l  ......................................................... X 20,177 

X X 
X X 
X X 

Misdemeanor: 
Acts  a g a i n s t  p u b l i c  .......................................... X 7,9711 X X ____ - 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. X 28,148 X X 

T r a f f i c :  
DUI/UOI : 

DWI .......................................................... X 3,359 X X 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... X 3,359 X X 

- - - ____ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 66,685fh 80,885 75,  3611 72 ,209 l  

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Judgment a f t e r  t r i a l  ................ 
D e f a u l t  judgment .................... 
S e t t l e d  ............................. 
Dismissed ........................... 
Divorce d e c r e e  ...................... 
Adoption dec ree  ..................... 
Termina t ion  i n  p r o b a t e  .............. 
Ruling of p e t i t i o n  .................. 
Summary judgment .................... 
T r a n s f e r  t o  a n o t h e r  c o u r t  ........... 
S p e c i a l  remedy r e l i e f  ............... 
C i t e  f o r  contempt ................... 
Other  ............................... 

5,464 
891 

6,669 
12,987 
13,758 

633 
76 

212 
1,052 

121 
451 
748 

3,538 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Convicted a f t e r  t r i a l  ............... 2 ,093  

G u i l t y  p l e a  ......................... 17,075 
Dismissed ........................... 2 ,558  
Nolle  p rosequ i  ...................... 2,502 
Remanded--general s e s s i o n s  .......... 202 
S p e c i a l  remedy r e l i e f  ............... 558 
T r a n s f e r  t o  a n o t h e r  cwrt ........... 81 
Unapprehended de fendan t  ............. 724 
Othe r  ............................... 2,194 

Acqu i t t ed  ........................... 774 
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Tennessee C i r c u i t  Court and C r i m i n a l  Court  (cont inued)  - 
Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be included in the  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

C.Judge information: 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
The c i r c u i t  judges a l s o  hear chancery cases  i n  the  11 count ies  v i t h  no Chancery Court. 

A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of in format ions  or ind ic tments .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted when the  jury  is sworn. 

P r i o r  t o  1978, no pending d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  much of the  case load .  A new s ta tewide  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  system now provides  complete 
pending d a t a  f o r  a l l  case  c a t e g o r i e s .  Host of the  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i g u r e s  repor ted  in 1977 and 1978 is due t o  t h e  improved d a t a  
c o l l e c t i o n  system. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year does not equal  the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year .  

hFigure was computed: 

lSpec ia1  source or r e v i s i o n  in the  d a t a :  
Beginning pending f i g u r e  was cmputed  from f i l e d ,  d i sposed ,  and end pending da ta .  

These d a t a  were rev ised  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of the  c o u r t  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report  (Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and r e v i s i o n s  were made by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of the cour t  dur ing  
d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



TENNESSEE lAU ANLl EgUITi  COURT 
Court of genera l  j u r i sd i c t ion  

5 cour t s ,  5 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  D e c e u b e r  31, 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild:  
Tort: 

coot cac t : 

B e d  property r igh ts :  

D o l e e t i c  re la t ions :  

Damagesftorts ............................................... 
Contractsfdebts ............................................. 
Real e s t a t e  matters ......................................... 
Marriage dissolution: 

Divorce ................................................... 
Pe t i t i ons  ................................................. 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
sUppOIt/CUBtOdy: 

Reciprocal support ........................................ 
Adoption .................................................... 
O t k r  d m e s t i c  relations .................................... 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Estate:  
Probate/vills/intestate: 

Guardialzship/cooseratorship/ t rus teesh ip :  
Probate ................................................... 
Trusts .................................................... 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Mental bea l tb  ................................................. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency ease: 
Workmen's canpensation .................................... 
Appeal f r an  adminis t ra t ive  hearing ........................ 
Tax matter ................................................ 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
Appeal from lower court  ................................... 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Appeal of t r ia l  cour t  case: 

Extraordilzsry w r i t :  

O t h e r  c iv i l :  
Special  remedy .............................................. 
Contempt .................................................... 
O t h e r  non-domestic r e l a t ions  ................................ 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X - 

3 ,862fh  

326 

265 

111 

1,687 
184 

1,871 

339 
127 
35 

2,372 

194 

15 
209 
63 

215 
3 
10 

228 

106 
334 

30 

82 
76 
158 

3,868 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

3,427 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

4,303 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 3,862fh 3,868 3,427 4,303 

C i v i l  d i spos i  t i ons 

Judgment a f t e r  t r i a l  .................. 
Default judgment ...................... 
Se t t l ed  ............................... 
Dismissed ............................. 
Divorce decree ........................ 1 
Adoption decree ........................ 
Termination of probate ................ 
Ruling on p e t i t i o n  .................... 
Summary judgment ...................... 
Transfer t o  another court  ............. 
Special  remedy r e l i e f  ................. 
Ci te  f o r  contempt ..................... 
O t h e r  ................................. 

282 
70 

272 
784 
,197 
94 
136 
208 
9 

210 
29 
41 
95 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The da ta  fo r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or complaint. 
A ju ry  t r i a l  is counted when the jury is sworn. 

Prior t o  1978, no pending data were ava i lab le  f o r  much of the caseload. 
fBeginning pending f igu re  f o r  the 1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igure  fo r  the  1977 court  year: 

A new, statewide da ta  co l l ec t ion  system now provides canplete 
pending data f o r  a l l  case ca tegor ies .  
data co l l ec t ion  system. 

Most of the d i f fe rence  between the f igures  reported i n  1977 and 1978 is due t o  the improved 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending f igure  w a s  computed f r a n  f i l e d ,  disposed, and end pending data.  

Source: Executive Secre ta ry ,  Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r an  t h e  annual repor t  
except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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TIQUU3SSRE CBILNCERY DDUBT 
Court of general j u r i sd i c t ion  

21  chancery divisions.  27C chancellors 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

=__ 
End 

pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Civild:  
Tort:  

Contract: 

Real property r igh ts :  

D c a e s t i c  re la t ions :  

Damagesltorts ................................................ 
Contracts/debts .............................................. 
Real e s t a t e  matters .......................................... 
Marriage d isso lu t ion :  

Divorce ..................................................... 
Pe t i t i ons  modifications .................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Snpportlcustody: 

Reciprocal support ......................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
O t h e r  daues t ic  r e l a t ions  ..................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Esta te :  
Probatelvillslintestate: 

Guardian8hip~consemstorshipltrusteeship: , 
Probate .................................................... 
Trus ts  ..................................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Mental hea l th  .................................................. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency case: 
Workmen's compensation ..................................... 
Appeal from adminis t ra t ive  hearing ......................... 
Tax matter ................................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Appeal from lower court  .................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Specia l  remedy ............................................... 
Contempt ...................................................... 
Other non-dmestic r e l a t ions  ................................. 

Total ......................................................... 
' t o ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Appeal of trial c a r t  case: 

Extraordinary w r i t :  

O t h e r  c iv i l :  

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X - 

26,324fh 

445 

4,448 

1,746 

15,556 
1,689 

17,245 

106 
1,365 

198 
18,914 

1,295 

52 
1,347 

575 

2,340 
135 
201 

2,676 

37 
2,713 

708 

300 
1,467 
1,767 

32,663 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

31,171 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

27,816 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 26,324fh 32,663 31,171 27,816 

C i v i l  d i spos i t ions  

Judgment a f t e r  t r i a l  ...................... 3,297 
Default judgment .......................... 711 
Se t t l ed  ................................... 2,791 
Dismissed ................................. 7,255 
Divorce decree ............................ 10,782 
Adoption decree ........................... 1,247 
Termination of probate .................... 1,150 
Ruling on pe t i t i on  ........................ 1,707 
Summary judgment .......................... 109 
Transfer t o  another cour t  ................. 91 
Special  remedy r e l i e f  ..................... 194 
C i t e  fo r  contempt ......................... 452 
Other ..................................... 1,385 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be included in the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

CJudge information: 
C i rcu i t  judges hear chancery cases in the Special  11 th  and 17th  Chancery Divisions. Chancery cases in Dyer and Gibson Ccunties are heard 

by the judge of the  Law and Equity Court s ince  there  is no Chancery Court in e i the r  of these two counties.  
dCase de f in i t i on  or uni t  of count: 

fBeginning pending f igu re  f o r  the 1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igu re  fo r  the  1977 c a n t  year: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or complaint. 

Pr ior  t o  1978, no pending data were ava i lab le  fo r  much of the caseload. A new. statewide data co l l ec t ion  system naw provides complete 
pending data fo r  a l l  case ca tegor ies .  Host of the d i f fe rence  between f igures  reported in 1977 and 1978 is due t o  the  improved da ta  
co l l ec t ion  system. 

hlrigure was computed: 
Beginning pending f igure  was computed from f i l e d ,  disposed, and end pending data.  

Source: Executive Secretary,  Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  frm the annual repor t  
except that t o t a l s  have been cmputed where necessary. 
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TBllllBSSEB (BNEBbl SESSIONS CDlJETi 
Cmrt of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

92 cauoties;  77 full-t ime and 8 38 part-time judges 
Janua-q 1. 1978 t o  Decmber 31, 1978 

End 
pending 3 pending Fi led  Disposed 

Civild: 
D a e s t i c  re la t ione :  
Narriage disso lu t ion :  .................................................... Divorce N / A  

Pe t i t i ons  modifications .................................... N / A  
Total  ....................................................... N / A  

Supportlcustody: 
Reciprocal support N/A 

O t b e r  dolrestic r e l a t ions  ..................................... N/A 

Tota l  c i v i l  ...................................................... N/A 

......................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... N/A 

2,693i 

2,7921 
9 9 i  

o i  
461 

2,8381 

2,838i 

X 
'2,524i 

2,5241 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/ A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N / A  2,8381 2,5241 N / A  

C i v i l  d i sp  osi t i onsi 

Dismissal ......................... 388 
Divorce decree .................... 1,908 
Ruling on pe t i t i on  ................ 168 
Transferred ....................... 1 2  
Ci te  for contempt ................. 29 
Other ............................. 19 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 
N / A  = This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but data a re  unavailable.  
X - The da ta  for t h i s  case type a re  included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 

iData a re  not complete: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or complaint. 

Data were reported f o r  only 14 out of a possible 92 courts.  

Source: Executive Secre ta ry ,  Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  frrm the annual report  
except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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TXNMESSEB PBOBATE ODORT 
Court of l lmited ju r i sd i c t ion  

7 courts:  2 judges. 1 c a m t y  judge, and 5 general  sessims judges e r v e  
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no data avai lable  fo r  cases handled in the  Probate Court f o r  1978. 

TENNESSEE COUNTY WORT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

95 camties: 81 judges, a d  20 county chairmen .serve 
January 1. 1978 t o  Deeeaber 31, 1978 

There were no data avai lable  for  cases handled i n  the County Court €or 1978. 

TENHESSgE mIILB WURT 
Court of l f m i t e d  j u r i sd i c t ion  

14 courts:  15 juveni le  Judges, 23 general  session judges. 1 l a w  a d  equity judge. 2 county judges, a d  8 camty  execatives serve 
January 1. 1978 t o  Deceder 31. 1978 

There were no data avai lable  for cases handled in  the Juvenile Court fo r  1978. 

TBllABSSEE JUSTICE OF TElE PEACE ODURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no data avai lable  fo r  cases handled by the Jus t i ce  of the Peace Court i n  1978. 

2 courts.  2 justices of the  peace 

TRUHESSEB LrrmICIPAL COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

s 3 0 0  courts.  192 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

There were no data avai lable  €or cases handled i n  the Municipal Court fo r  1978. 
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TEXAS COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
Final appellate jurisdiction in 

civil and juvenile cases. 

f 
COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
(14) 
51 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil appeals. 
L 

PROBATE COURT (7) 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Probate matters. 

COURT OF CRIMINAL 
APPEALS 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in 

I I 
I - 

Civil Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (299) 
299 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions over $500, divorce, title 

to land, contested elections, probate. 
- Felonies. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo in probate. 
Jury trials. 

I 

A 
CRIMINAL DISTRICT 
COURT (IO) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Felonies 

I 
~ C r i T n a i  

Civil I I 
I A 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
COUNTY COURT (254) 
254 judges. 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $200, and under 

-Exclusive jurisdiction of mis- 
$1,000. 

demeanors with fine greater than  
$200 o r  jail sentence except where 
there is Criminal District Cour t ,  

Appeals de novo. 
Six-man jury trials. I 

L 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 

94 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000. Varied 

limited jurisdiction over civil. 
-Varied limited jurisdiction over 

criminal. 
Appeals de novo. 
Six-man jury trials. 

(94) 

I 
7 

4 
L 

MUNICIPAL COURT* 
(=l,ooo) 
Z 1 , O O O  judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over municipal 

ordinance violations. Misdemeanors 
with fine less than $200. 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT* (931) 
931 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $500 
- Criminal cases with fine less 

than $200. Preliminary 
hearings. 

Jury  trials. 
1 I I I 

Cour ts  
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  1 
Courts  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal 

'Some Municipal and Justice of'the Peace Courts may appeal to  the District Cour t .  

t 
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TEXAS suPREI4E COuBTa 
C o u r t  of last re so r t  

9 ju s t i ce s  
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending l i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ X 104 23 (68)e ................................................. X 104 23 (68)e Tota l  appeals 
- 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
Prohib i t ion  .............................................. 
Injunction ............................................... 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Requests to appeal: 

Motions fo r  leave t o  f i l e  pe t i t i ons  f o r  wr i t  of: 
Mandamus ( c i v i l )  ......................................... 
Mandamus (criminal)  ...................................... 
Habeq corpus ............................................ 
Prohibiqion .............................................. 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Applications f o r  writs of e r ro r  ............................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

2 
43 
0 
0 

45 
171 
216 

X 
- 

123 
34 

174 
3 

1 7 4  
869 

1,043 
1,047 (19)e 

2 
14 

0 
4 

20 

105 ( 15)e 
73 ( O)e 
7 ( 5)e 
3 ( ole 

189 ( 20)e 
802 ( 97)e 
991 (117)e 

1,011 (117)e 

X 
X 
- 

5 
4 
2 
0 

11 
141 
152 
X 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 258 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests1 ............................................ 
Other matters: ........................................ - Miscellaneous motions 

37 

Tota l  other proceedings ......................................... 37 

1,070 (87)e 1,115 (117)e 184 

353 

83 

436 

- 

366k 

83 

449 

- 

24 

-- 
24 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Written opinion ......... 9P 
Per curiam .............. 40 

Sta tus  of pending cases (12/31/78) 

Set f o r  submission .................. 9 
Under submission .................... 23 

Disposit ion of cases 
C i v i l  

appeals 
Affirmed Court of Civ i l  Appeals ........................ 18 
Affirmed judgment of t r ia l  court  ....................... 4 
Reversed judgment of t r ia l  court  ....................... 0 
Reversed Court of C iv i l  Appeals, affirmed t r i a l  court  .. 33 
Reversed and remanded t o  t r ia l  c a r t  ................... 19 
Reversed and remanded t o  Court of C iv i l  Appeals ........ 1 2  
Reversed and rendered .................................. 9 
Dismissed as moot ...................................... 5 
Writs granted .......................................... -- 
Relator discharged (withdrawn by pe t i t i one r )  ........... -- 

O r i g i n a l  
J u r i s d i c t i o n  __ 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 
X - The data fo r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included in the  t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 
-- - Not applicable.  

aCourt j u r i sd i c t ion :  

eCases not included in the t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
The Supreme Court is the court  of last r e so r t  f o r  civil  cases only. 

Motions f o r  leave t o  f i l e  pe t i t i ons  f o r  w r i t s  of mandamus, habeas corpus, or prohib i t ion ,  and appl ica t ions  for wr i t s  of e r ro r  when granted 
a r e  not counted as disposed cases u n t i l  the associated o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion  cases or  appeals a r e  disposed. Similarly,  a f i l i n g  is not 
counted f o r  the r e su l t i ng  o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ion  case or appeal. These granted pe t i t i ons  and appl ica t ions  a re  the numbers appearing in 
parentheses.  

hxp lana t ion  of da ta  included in the category: 
Rehearing reques ts  include motions fo r  rehearing of causes, motions f o r  rehearing of appl ica t ions  f o r  wr i t s  of e r ro r ,  and motions for 

rehearing of motions fo r  leave t o  f i l e  pe t i t i on .  
kAdditional information: 

mInformation on d ispos i t ion  type or t r i a l  data:  
Of the  366 motions fo r  rehearing disposed, 10 were granted. 

The cour t  a l s o  f i l e d  20 dissent ing  opinions and 7 concurring opinions. 

Source: Texas Jud fc i a l  Council, 50th Annual Report 1978 (Austin, Texas: May, 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r m  the annual report  except tha t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS COURT OF CBZHINAL APPEALSa 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

January  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 
9 judges 

End 
Disposed pending  F i l e d  Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C r i m i n a l :  
Criminal ................................................... X 
Reins ta ted  c r i m i n a l  ........................................ X 
Appl ica t ions  f o r  w r i t  of habeas corpus,  e t c . ,  g ran ted  ...... X 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 1,904 

Other cases :  
Reques ts  to  appeal:  

Habeas corpus and mandamus ................................. 35f 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  ............................................. Tf 

133 X 
(117)e  X 

3,138 (117)e 2,652 

3,005 X X 
X 
X 

2,507 
- 

1,734 
1,734 

1,425 (117)e 
1,425 (117)e 

227h 
22i” 

..................................................... 2,734 T o t a l  c a s e s  1,939f 4,872 (117)e 4,017 (117)e  

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 0 374 374 0 

T o t a l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... 0 374 374 0 

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  of c a s e s  

0 t her 0 t h e r  dgpeale 
Appeals cases proceedings Total Affirmed ................................. 1,958 

Reformed and af f i rmed .................... 60 ............ 516 Dismissed ................................ 188 Signed opinion 516m -- -- 
................ 30 2,238 Reversed and remanded .................... 122 P e r  curiam 2,208 -- 

With w r i t t e n  order  ........ 8 X X 68 Reversed ................................. 9 

punishment ............................. 6 
S t a t u s  of pending a p p e a l s  (12/31/78) Abated ................................... 123 

Reversed and d ismissed  ................... 43 

Remanded t o  t r ia l  c o u r t  f o r  hear ing  on 

Under submission on r e h e a r i n g  ........... 21 Reversed and b a i l  g ran ted  ................ 0 
Under o r i g i n a l  submission ............... 409 Granted w i t h  opin ion  ..................... 74 
Unsubmitted c a s e s  ....................... 1,903 Granted i n  p a r t ,  denied i n  p a r t  .......... 3 
Pending on motion f o r  r e h e a r i n g  ......... 13 Granted w i t h  order  ....................... -- 
Appeal t o  U.S. Supreme Court ............ 6 Denied ................................... 48 

No a c t i o n  ................................ -- 
Hearing ordered .......................... -- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough informat ion  is known. The case  ca tegory  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

-- 
99 
0 

18 
1,312 

55 
28 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

@-Cases not included in t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
The Court of Cr imina l  Appeals is  t h e  c o u r t  of l a s t  r e s o r t  f o r  c r i m i n a l  cases  only. It has no o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

Appl ica t ions  f o r  w r i t  of habeas corpus ,  e t c . ,  when granted ,  a r e  not counted a s  disposed u n t i l  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  habeas corpus appeal is 

Ninety-nine of these  gran ted  a p p l i c a t i o n s  were disposed of wi th  w r i t t e n  opinion. 

F i g u r e s  a r e  as g iven  i n  t h e  annual  r e p o r t .  

End pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and beginning pending data. There were 91 of t h e  227 habeas corpus  p e t i t i o n s  

disposed; a new f i l i n g  is  not  counted f o r  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal.  The a p p l i c a t i o n s  gran ted  a r e  t h e  f i g u r e s  appear ing  in parentheses .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year  does not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year :  

hFigure was computed: 

under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  year  end. 
mInEormation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

The c o u r t  a l s o  f i l e d  90 d i s s e n t i n g  opin ions ,  26 concurr ing  opin ions ,  and 18 opin ions  d i s s e n t i n g  i n  p a r t ,  concurr ing  i n  p a r t .  

Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council ,  5 0 t h  Annual Report  1978 (Aus t in ,  Texas: May, 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  that t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary .  
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TEXAS DDWTS OF CIVIL APPEALSa 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  cmrt 

1 4  d i v i s i a m .  5 1 C  justices 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases : 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ e 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 1,080 

Other cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appea l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  ............................................. - 

2,172 
2,172 

1,948k 
1,948k 

1,304 
1,304 

'Coral cases  ..................................................... 1,080 2.172 1 ,94Ek 1,304 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  opinion ......... 1,729" 
Per curiam .............. 103 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average months) 

F i l i n g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  ............ 6 

Age of pending cases  

Under 6 months .................. 1,009 
6+ t o  12 months ................. 283 
Over 12  months .................. 1 3  

D i s p o s i t i o n  of appea ls  

Affirmed ......................................... 
Reversed and rendered ............................ 
Affirmed i n  p a r t ,  reversed  and rendered i n  p a r t  .. 
Reversed and remanded ............................ 
Affirmed i n  p a r t ,  reversed  and remanded i n  p a r t  .. 
Modified and affirmed or  modified ................ 
P a r t i a l l y  a f f i rmed ............................... 
Dismissed without opinion ........................ 
Otherwise disposed wi th  opinion .................. 
Otherwise disposed without opinion ............... 
Dismissed wi th  opinion ........................... 

C i v i l  ~ 

856 
149 

22 
343 

34 
53 
0 

117 
190 
162 
61 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough informat ion  i s  known. The case  may or may not  be handled by the c o u r t .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

CJudge information: 
The Cour ts  of C i v i l  Appeals have c iv i l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  only. 

On December 1, 1978 the  number of j u s t i c e s  s i t t i n g  on t h e  F i r s t  and Four teenth  Courts i n  Houston and t h e  F i f t h  Court i n  Dal las  was increased  
from t h r e e  t o  s i x ,  f o r  a t o t a l  of n ine  new judges.  

k.4dditional information: 
During 1978, 39 c a s e s  were granted a rehear ing  a f t e r  d i s p o s i t i o n .  These cases  were s u b t r a c t e d  f r a u  the  t o t a l  number disposed and were not  

added t o  the  number f i l e d  t o  avoid double counting of cases .  
mInformation an d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  da ta :  

The 1,729 major i ty  opinions included 1,533 i n  cases  on the  m e r i t s ,  55 r e f u s i n g  rehear ing ,  38 g r a n t i n g  rehear ing ,  68 d ismiss ing  
appea ls .  and 35 o t h e r  opinions.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o u r t  f i l e d  19 concurr ing ,  and 45 d i s s e n t i n g  opinions.  

Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council ,  50 th  Annual Report  1978 (Aus t in ,  Texas: May, 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a u  the  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary.  
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TEXAS DISTRICT COURT AND CRIHINAL DISTRICT COURT' 
Cmrt of genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1, 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 
299 c o u r t s ,  299 judges; 10 c o u r t s ,  10 judges 

___. 13 End 
pendingi F i led  Disposed Beginning 

pending1 

Civ i ld :  
Tor t :  

Auto t o r t :  
Personal i n j u r y  ............................................ 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  
Marriage d isso lu t ion :  

Divorce .................................................... 
Annulment .................................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
NonadversaryJ .............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Other dopes tic , r e l a t i o n s  : 

Appeal: 
Appeal of adminis t ra t ive  agency case: 
Workmen's compensation ..................................... 
Tax ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Extraord inary  wit: 

Habeas corpus ................................................ 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Criminald: 

Felony: 
Criminal ca tegor ies  .......................................... 

Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Postconvic t ion  remedy: 

Pos tconvic t ion  habeas corpus ................................. 
Other criminal : 

Contempt, e x t r a d i t i o n  ........................................ 
Bond f o r f e i t u r e s  ............................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  criminal .................................................. 

Juveof le :  
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquency .................................................. 
S t a t u s  offense: 

Child i n  need of superv is ion  ................................. 
Other juveni le  ................................................. 

Tota l  juveni le  .................................................. 

29 ,813fi 

81 ,38afi 

82,341i 
953f1 

12,018fi 
94,359fi  

8 ,997f i  
58,790fi 
67,787fi  

1,09Zfi 
121,275fi  

314,326fi 

53,165fi 
6,01Zfi 

492f i  

608fi 
8, 157fi 
8,765fi  

68,434fi  

X 

X 
X 

5,244fi 

16,5801 

129,2921 
1,5941 

130,8861 

20,7161 
151 ,60Z1 

8,5021 
19,6651 
28,1671 

5,3541 
94,4241 

296,127i 

71,4211 
7,4781 

1,6521 

9761 
4,6961 
5, 672l 

86,2231 

8,9231 

1,3621 
2,0441 

12,3291 

15,28Z1 

127,31g1 
1,6681 

128,987i 

19,7291 
148,71@ 

7,4151 
18,1731 
25,5881 

5,440i 
80,3911 

275,4171 

76,5871 
6,1081 

1,5321 

9071 
3,8261 
4,7331 

88,9601 

X 

X 
X 

12,9521 

31,1111 

83,3611 

84,2401 

13,0051 
97,2451 

8791 

10,0841 
60,28Z1 
70,3661 

1,0061 
135,3081 

335,0361 

47,9991 
7,3821 

6121 

6771 
9,0271 
9,7041 

65,6971 

x 
X 
X 

4,6211 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 388,004fi  394,6791 377,3291 405,3541 

T r i a l d i  

Dmestic r e l a t i o n s :  
Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  ... 113 
Other .................. 26 

T o t a l  ................... 139 
Appeal: 

Agency ................. 518 
O t h e r  c i v i l  .............. 1,445 

Tota l  ..................... 2,834 

Felony ................... 2,906 
Misdemeanor .............. 15 

Tota l  ..................... 2,921 
J u v e n i l e  ................... 265 

Grand t o t a l  ................. 6,020 

CKfPfMl: 

Non- jury  

1,303 

96,169 
15,364 

111,533 

2,679 
20,409 

135,924 

1,139 
2 

1,141 
6,931 

143,996 

Direc ted  
v e r d i c t m  T o t a l  

16 2,051 

207 96,489 
43 15,433 

250 111,922 

13 3,210 
251 22,105 
530 139,288 

58 4,103 
1 18 

59 4,121 
73 7,269 

662 150,678 

-- 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

D o p e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  e 
Auto Marriage 
t o r t  d i s s o l u t i o n  Other Agency 

63 4,826 ...... 439 
__ 896 4.874 Agreed judgment ....... 4,557 

Complete summary 
judgment 77  -- 19 132 

Dismissed f o r  want of 
prosecution ......... 2,378 23,931 1,306 4,249 

Dismissed by p l a i n t i f f  4,467 7,783 1,101 7,377 
Removed t o  f e d e r a l  

c o u r t  ............... 22 8 3 7 
Transferred--plea/  

p r i v i l e g e  ........... 203 171 174 92 

- 
Default  judgment __ 

............ 

Other ................. 1,088 607 734 819 

O t h e r  
c i v i l  

9,052 
9,733 

1,610 

15,517 
15,905 

230 

1,521 
4.718 

- Tota l  

14,380 
20,060 

- 

1,838 

47,381 
36,633 

270 

2,161 
7,966 
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Texas Distr ic t  Cour t  and Cr imina l  District Cour t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  - 
Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

pelony' 
J u r y  t r i a l :  

Conv ic t ion  .............. 2,376 
A c q u i t t a l  ............... 530 

A c q u i t t a l  ............... 58 

Conv ic t ion  .............. 762 
A c q u i t t a l  ............... 377 

G u i l t y  p l e a  ............... 43,862 
D i s m i s s a l ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

ev idence  ................ 5,732 
Othe r  d i s m i s s a l s  .......... 22,351 
T r a n s f e r  on change of 

venue ................... 292 
T r a n s f e r  t o  County Court  .. 355 

D i r e c t e d  ve rd ic tm:  

Non-jury t r i a l :  

Hisdemeanor 

8 
7 

1 

1 
1 

2,693 

1,290 
1,182 

18 
907 

T o t a l  - 
2,384 

537 

59 

763 

46,555 

6,914 
23,533 

310 
1,262 

378 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or c a n p l a i n t .  
T h e  c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion  o r  i nd ic tmen t .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  is  sworn. 
A non-jury t r ia l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening s t a t e m e n t  o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  occurs .  G u i l t y  p l e a s  i n  c r i m i n a l  

cases a f t e r  t h e  s ta r t  of a non-jury t r i a l  are no t  counted as trials. 
fEbeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does n o t  e q u a l  t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

iData are n o t  complete:  
F i g u r e s  a r e  as g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

The d a t a  were compiled from 2,988 o u t  of a p o s s i b l e  3 ,048  monthly county r e p o r t s  fKom t h e  c o u r t .  No r e p o r t s  were r ece ived  f r m  Cu lbe r son ,  
F r e e s t o n e ,  Kenda l l ,  Robertson,  or Upton d u r i n g  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r .  

k x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  
F i l i n g s  i n c l u d e  new c a s e s  f i l e d  and o t h e r  cases reach ing  docke t .  
Dmestic relations "nonadversary" c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  adoptions. change of name, o c c u p a t i o n a l  d r i v e r s '  l i c e n s e s ,  dependent  and n e g l e c t e d  

c h i l d r e n  d e c i s i o n s ,  and removal of d i s a b i l i t y  of m i n o r i t y .  
mln fo rma t ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r i a l  d a t a :  

D i r e c t e d  v e r d i c t  c a s e s  are counted as j u r y  t r ia l s  on t h e  t a b l e s  i n  P a r t  I of t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Source:  Texas J u d i c i a l  Counc i l ,  5 0 t h  Annual Repor t  1978 (Aus t in ,  Texas: May, 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessa ry .  
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Tgxhs COUNTY COURT AT IAU. CONSTITUTIONAL COUNTY OUBT. AND PROBATE COURTi 
C a r r t  of limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

94 courts, 94 judges; 254 c o u r t s ,  254 judges; 7 c o u r t s ,  7 judges 
Ja~uary 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

- 4 

End 
Disposed pending Fi led  

Civ i ld :  
L&v: 

Tort: 
Other c i v i l 1  ................................................. 
Auto t o r t :  

Auto damage ................................................ 
S u i t  on debt ................................................. 
Condemnation ................................................. 
Probatelsillslintestate: 

Contract:  

Bea l  proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Estate: 

Probate  .................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald: 
Wisdemanor : 

Worthless checks ............................................. 
Marijuana .................................................... 
Other c r imina l  ............................................... 

T o t a l 3  ........................................................ 
Appeal ......................................................... 

T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c  : 

DWIIDUI: 
Driving while in toxica ted  .................................... 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Juveni le :  

Criminal-type offense: 

Status offense: 
Delinquency .................................................. 
Child i n  need of superv is ion  ................................. 

T o t a l  juveni le  .................................................. 

56,955f 

14,61Zfi 

39 ,349f i  

1,7201 

N / A  

112 ,636f 

62,684fi  
13 ,715f i  

109,580fi  
185,979fij  
0 
185,979fi  

49,295f 

49,295fi 

X 

X 

1,308f i  

47,2121 

9,42gi 

29 ,24Zi 

3701 

5 7 , 5 7 0  

143,827i 

30,9871 
24,5421 
83,4361 

138,9651 
65,7621 

204,7271 

88,0961 

88,0961 

9761 

23Si 

1,2111 

49,396i 

8,63gi 

23.385i 

44 l i  

N/A 
81 ,861i 

30,0561 
25,92gi 

151,857: 
207,8421j 
0 
207,84Zi 

90,791 

90,791 

X 

X 

9901 

54,7 71i 

15,4021 

45,2061 

1,6491 

N I A  

117 ,02Ei 

63,6698i 
12,333gi 

106,8628i 
182,86481. 
0 
182,864i 

46,6001 

46,6001 

X 

X 

1,5291 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 349,218fi  437,8611 381,4841 348,O21gi 

Tr ia ld i  - 
Jury Non-jury T o t a l  

Law ...................... 671 2,478 3,149 
Tort: 

Auto t o r t  ............... 149 444 593 
Cmtract .................. 79 1,111 1,190 
R e a l  p roper ty  r i g h t s  ...... 9 10 19 

T o t a l  ...................... 908 4,043 4,951 
C r i r i n a l  ................... 1,122 2,132 3,254 
T r a f f i c :  
DUI/DUI ................... 930 412 1,342 

Grand t o t a l  .................. 2,960 6,587 9,547 

C i v i l :  

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s f  
R e a l  

Auto proper ty  
J a w  tort Contract ri  h t s  T o t a l  

Dismissed 20,921 4,345 8,915 84 44,265 
Other 1,444 281 618 42 2,385 

- - ~  
Default  o r  agreed judgments ... 23,882 3,420 12,662 !96 40,260 ..................... ......................... 

Crimina l  d i s  p o s i t  ion& T r a f f i c  d i s p  osi t i onsi 

Jury  t r i a l :  
Conviction ........................ 648 
A c q u i t t a l  ......................... 474 

Conviction ........................ 1,066 
A c q u i t t a l  ......................... 1,066 

Pleas  of g u i l t y l n o l o  contendere ..... 79,505 
Dismissed ........................... 99,428 
Other ............................... 25,655 

Non-jury t r i a l :  

Jury  t r i a l :  
Conviction ......................... 506 
A c q u i t t a l  .......................... 424 

Conviction ......................... 226 
Acqui t ta l  .......................... 186 

Pleas  of g u i l t y l n o l o  contendere ...... 71,792 
Dismissed ............................ 15,867 
Other ................................ 1,790 

Non-jury t r i a l :  



409 

Texas County Court  a t  Law, C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County Court ,  and Probate  Court (cont inued)  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This case type is handled by the c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case  is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n .  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on the  informat ion  or canpla in t .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or decis ion .  

The number of cases  pending is a d j u s t e d  by computer t o  r e f l e c t  t r a n s f e r s  and o ther  year-end input .  

Cr imina l  appea ls  pending and disposed f i g u r e s  a r e  repor ted  in t h e  misdemeanor c a t e g o r i e s .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year  does not equal the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1977 c o u r t  year :  

eChange in pending does not equal t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

A s  a r e s u l t ,  n e i t h e r  misdemeanor or c r i m t n a l  appea ls  f i g u r e s  balance.  
C r i m i n a l  appea ls  f i l e d  are repor ted  s e p a r a t e l y .  

kats a r e  not  complete: 
In t h e  ca lendar  year  1978, c l e r k s  i n  244 count ies  repor ted  d a t a  f o r  a l l  12 months, 3 o thers  repor ted  fewer than  12 months' a c t i v i t i e s ,  and 7 

No d a t a  were rece ived  from F a y e t t e ,  Foard,  J a s p e r ,  Lamar, P a l o  P i n t o ,  Roberts,  and Upton Counties.  

T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  estate cases .  

"Other c i v i l "  inc ludes  a l l  of H a r r i s  County (Houston) a c t i v i t y  which was not repor ted  i n  the  four  d e t a i l e d  c i v i l  c a t e g o r i e s .  
Misdemeanor t o t a l s  inc lude  appea l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  and pending cases .  Appeal f i l i n g s  a r e  separa ted  f r a n  t h e  misdemeanor cases.  

submitted no r e p o r t s  a t  a l l .  

County. 

On a s ta tewide  basis 2,943 monthly county r e p o r t s  were received cu t  of a p o s s i b l e  3,048 f o r  t h e  12-month per iod  
No c r i m i n a l  d a t a  were repor ted  by Culberson 

F i l i n g s  a r e  f o r  a l l  ca tegor ies .  
jExplanation of d a t a  included i n  t h e  category: 

!Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council ,  5 0 t h  Annual Report  1978 (Austin,  Texas: May 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have 
-been .cmputed  where necessary.  

TEXAS WUICIPAL oOWTi 
C m r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1978 t o  D e c e m b e r  31, 1978 
1,000b c o u r t s ,  1,000 judges 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Non- t ra f f ic  .................................................. NfA 435,088i 343,267i N/A - 
T o t a l  c r imina lk  ................................................. N/A 435,08@ 343,267i N / A  

T r a f f i c :  
Parking ........................................................ N/A 2,626 ,420i 1 ,506,187i N / A  
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  ........................................ N/A 2,336,5561 2,110,503i N/A 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... NfA 4,962,976i 

- 
N/A 3,616,590i 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 5 ,398,064i 3,959,857i N/A 

T r i a  1d' Cr imina l  d i s p  o s i  t i  onsi 

a Non-jury T o t a l  Jury  t r i a l :  
c r i m i n a l  (misdeueanor) ... 893 62,847 63,740 Conviction ......... 527 
T r a f f i c P  ( o t h e r  t r a f f i c  A c q u i t t a l  .......... 366 

v i o l a t i o n )  ............. 1,759 325,457 327,216 Non-jury t r i a l :  
T o t a l  ..................... 2,652 388,304 390,956 Conviction ......... 54,448 

A c q u i t t a l  .......... 8,399 
Dismissed ............ 45,412 
Bond f o r f e i t u r e s  ..... 70,794 
Payments of f i n e  ..... 163,321 

T r a f f i c  disposit ionsim 

Jury  t r i a l :  
Conviction ........... 1,158 
A c q u i t t a l  ............ 601 

Conviction ........... 271,230 
A c q u i t t a l  ............ 54,227 

Dismissed .............. 323,670 
Bond f o r f e i t u r e s  ....... 182,290 
Payments of f i n e  ....... 1,277,327 

Non- ju ry  t r i a l :  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA = T h i s  case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  or r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion:  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
Monthly r e p o r t s  were requested from t h e  214 c i t i e s  wi th  a 1970 popula t ion  of over 5,000. 

The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is the  number of defendants on t h e  complaint.  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or decis ion .  

Data repor ted  here r e p r e s e n t  2,322 Municipal Court  monthly r e p o r t s  out of a poss ib le  2,568. 
iData a r e  not  complete: . 

Data inc ludes  only c o u r t s  i n  c i t i e s  wi th  a 1970 
Data f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  year were submitted by c o u r t s  i n  186 c i t i e s ,  incomplete da ta  were submitted by c o u r t s  popula t ion  of 5,000 or g r e a t e r .  

i n  14 c i t i e s ,  and the  remaining 14 c i t i e s  submitted no d a t a  f o r  the  1978 c o u r t  year ,  a r e p o r t i n g  r a t e  of 90 percent .  
kAddi t i o n a l  information: 

"Information on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  d a t a :  
There were 3,922 fe lony  complaints accepted and 14 examining t r i a l s  conducted. 

T r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  f o r  t r a f f i c  cases  inc lude  only o t h e r  traffic v i o l a t i o n  cases .  

Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council ,  5 0 t h  Annual Report  1978 (Austin,  Texas: May, 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r m  the  annual r e p o r t  except that t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary.  
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TEXAS JllSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTi 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

931 c a m t s ,  931 judges 
J a n u a r y  1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  s u i t s  .................................................. NlA 198,3171 144,7631 N/A 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 198,317i 144,7631 NIB 

- 

Crinlnrmld: 
Misdemeanor: 

N o n - t r a f f i c  .................................................. N/A 364,1491 N/A 270,146i - 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N/A 364,1491 270,1461 N/A 

T r a f f i c :  - ~ 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N / A  1, 175,613i 1,O59,49gi N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N / A  1,738,O7gi 1,474,4Oai N / A  

s d i  

Non-jury 
C i v i l  (law) .............. 458 52,635 
Cr imina l  ( l isdemeauor)  ... 588 44,650 

T o t a l  ..................... 3,967 250,275 
T r a f f i c  .................. 2,921 152,990 

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

J u r y  t r ia l :  
Conv ic t ion  ................... 308 
A c q u i t t a l  .................... 280 

Conv ic t ion  ................... 40,818 
A c q u i t t a l  .................... 3,832 

Dismissed ...................... 67,071 

Non-jury t r ia l :  

Bond f o r f e i t u r e s  ............... 5,107 
Payments of f i n e  ............... 152,730 

T o t a l  

45,238 
155,911 
254,242 

53,093 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

Law - 
S e t t l e m e n t  .............. 46 ,268  
Dismissed ............... 45,402 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

J u r y  t r i a l :  
Conv ic t ion  ................. 2,197 
A c q u i t t a l  .................. 724 

Conv ic t ion  ................. 146,354 

Dismissed .................... 58,217 
Bond f o r f e i t u r e s  ............. 14,626 
Payments of f i n e  ............. 830,745 

Non-jury tr ial:  

A c q u i t t a l  .................. 6,636 

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  case type  is  handled by the c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of coun t  is  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  compla in t .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

Data r e p o r t e d  h e r e  r e p r e s e n t  8,655 J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace  Cour t  monthly r e p o r t s  O u t  of a p o s s i b l e  11,172,  a r e p o r t i n g  r a t e  of 77 p e r c e n t .  

Source:  Texas J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ,  5 0 t h  Annual Report  1978 (Aus t in ,  Texas: May, 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r m  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  

iData are no t  complete:  

have been computed where necessa ry .  
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Those appeals 
allowed by the 
Supreme Cour t  

I 

UTAH COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. Civil actions. 
- Original criminal. Felonies, 

Appeals are heard de novo. 
Jury  trials. 

misdemeanors. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Reviews final judgments of District 

and Juvenile Courts.  Equity cases o n  
questions of both law and fact. Law 
cases o n  questions of law only. 

administrative rulings. 

appealled to  District Cour t  o n  
constitutional issues only. 

-Direct review of some state 

- General review of lower court  cases 

- All appealled civil actions over $100. 

JUVENILE COURT (5) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Jurisdiction over adult misdemeanors 

committed against children. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over delin- 

quency, dependency, neglect for 
juveniles under age 18, juvenile traffic 

c I 

CITY COURT (17) 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $2,500. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over city 

ordinance violations. Misdemeanors, 
felony preliminiaries. 

7 
I 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (210) 
e181 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $750. No teal 

property o r  tax cases. 
- Small claims up  to  $400. 
- Class B and C misdemeanors and 

infractions (fines less than $300 and 
sentences less than 6 months).  

- Traffic cases. 

C o u r t  
of last 
resort  

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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UTAU SUPEmE alwT 
Court of last re so r t  

5 justices 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Post  conviction remedy: 

Post convictioo ............................................ 
Appeals of adminis t ra t ive  agency cases: 

Administrative agencies .................................... 
Juveni le  : 

Juvenile courts ............................................ 
In te r locutory  appeals ........................................ 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 
O t h e r  cases: 

Or ig ina l  proceedings: 
Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  

Disc ip l inary  matter: 
Original writs ........................................... 
Attorney d i sc ip l ine  or appl ica t ion  t o  bar ................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 

Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

356 
131 

23 

51 

8 
29 
598 

__ 

16 

11 
27 

27 
- 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
- 

X 

X 
X 

X 
- 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Other matters:  
Law and motions .............................................. 

Tota l  other proceedings ......................................... 

625 635 NlA 

328 

328 

328 

328 

Manner of d i spos i t ion  

Opinion ..................... 399 
Dismissal ................... 236 

Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
8130k space - Not enough information is  known. The case category may or may not be handled by the c m r t .  
NfA - This case type i s  handled by the court ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  
X - The data for t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be included in  the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. -- - Not applicable.  

Source: Unpublished data provided by the c l e rk  of the court  during data ve r i f i ca t ion .  S t a t i s t i c s  a re  frcm the unpublished data except t ha t  
t o t a l s  have been computed Where necessary. 
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UIba DISTXICI OOWT 
C o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

7 d i s t r i c t s ,  24 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30. 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l d :  
Tort:  

Real  proper ty  rights: 

D c l e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Personal i n j u r y  ............................................. 
Eminent d a m i n  .............................................. 
l lu r r iage  dissolution: 

Divorce ................................................... 
Estate:  
Probatefvillslintestate: 

Probate  ................................................... 
Mental health ................................................. 
Appeal ........................................................ 
Extraord inary  w r i t :  

Writsj ...................................................... 
Other  d v l l :  

Complaintsj  ................................................. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

X 

X 

X 

2,844 
X 
X 

X 

X - 
22,212 

C r m n a l d :  
Pellmyfdsdemeanor: 

C r i m i n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  ......................................... X 
Appeal ........................................................ X - 

T o t a l  c r imina l  ................................................. 1,261f 

872 

141 

10,371 

3,426 
870 
217 

652 

11,993 
28,542 

2,812 

3,444 

632 

X 

X 

X 

2,774 
834 
67 

X 

X 

24,270 

- 

2,691 
614 

3,305 

X 

X 

X 

3,496 
X 
X 

X 

X 

26,2991 

X 
X 

1,4258 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 23,473 31,986 27,575 27,7248 

T r i a l d  

Non-jurz Toral C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  
F e l m v f  

C i v i l  ............. 275 2,206 2,481 Clerk  j u d m n t  ........ 854 misdemeanor 
criminal @elmy/ Summary judgment ...... 764 
midemanor) ..... 367 199 566 Defaul t s  .............. 9,887 Pleas  of g u i l t y  .................... 1,604 

T o t a l  .............. 642 2.405 3,047 Dismissed ............. 6,609 Dismissed .......................... 521 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case  type are known t o  be included in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dcaae d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of informations,  Indictments., or canpla in ts .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted when the  jury  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r ia l  is counted at  t h e  p o i n t  when an  opening statement or  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year does not equal  the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 cour t  year:  
F igures  a r e  as g iven  in the  annual repor t .  

gchange in pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
F igures  a r e  as given in t h e  annual repor t .  

JExplanation of da ta  included in the  category: 
Complaints (other dvil) i n c l u d e  f i l i n g s  not set f o r t h  in o t h e r  ca tegor ies ,  e.g., Uniform Enforcement of Support A c t .  
Writs conta in  such matters as writs of review, p r o h i b i t i o n ,  coram nobis,  and habeas corpus. 

Source: Utah J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Annual Report-, Utah Courts July 1, 1977-June 30, 1978 ( S a l t  Lake Ci ty ,  Utah: 
annual r e p o r t  except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

1978). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a n  t h e  

I 
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mAtl CITY OoWTb 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 7  c o u r t s ,  25 judges 
July 1, 1977 t o  June  30, 1978 - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l %  .................................................. Small claim8 N/A 
Other c i v i l :  

Complaints .................................................. N/A 
N e w  t r i a l s  .................................................. N/A 

Tota l  ........................................................ N/A 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... N/A 

9,758 

21,064 
246 

21,310 

31,068 

Cr in ina ld  : 
Msdeneanor:  

Ordinance d o l a t i o n :  

Pre l iminary  hearing: 

Other  criminal: 

s t a t e j  ........................................................ 
c i t y  ...................................................... 
Felony preliminary .......................................... 
New t r i a l s  .................................................. 

T o t a l  c r imina l  ................................................. 
T r a f f i c &  

Parking ....................................................... 
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  violat$onf 

Moving ..................................................... 
Non-moving .................................................. 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 

NIA 9,168 X N/A 

N/A 20,078 X N/A 

N/A ( j )  

N/A 69 

Nf A 29,315 

X 

X 

23,672 

- 

N/A 323,049 X N/A 

N/A 126,891 X N/A 
N/A . 38,636 X N/A 

N/A 

N/A 488,576 382,643 N/A 

- N/A 165,527 X 

N I A  548,959 432,378 NfA 

Jury Non-jury g 
..... 46 2,521 2,567 ..... 220 3,601 3,821 ..... 239 6,719 6,958 

C i v i l  ... 
Criminal 
T r a f f i c  . 

T o t a l  ......... 505 12,841 13,346 

- C W b i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Gui l ty  p l e a s  ................. 9,141 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  .............. 2,937 

Bound over ................... 2,329 
Dismissed .................... 5,444 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Dismissed ................... 6,666 
Defaul t s  .................... 11,670 
Summary judgmnts  ........... 761 
Clerk iudrrment .............. 4.399 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Gui l ty  p leas  ................ 46,984 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  ............. 319,862 
Dismissed ................... 8,839 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  Qhe c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This  case type is handled by t h e  cour t ,  but t h e  da ta  a r e  unavailable.  
X = The d a t a  for t h i s  case type a r e  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

hart i c u l a r  cour t  o r  rep  or  t i n s  sys  t e n  i n f  o m a t  i on : 

k a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of cqunt: 
The Ci ty  Court was repealed e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1,  1978 and replaced by t h e  C i r c u i t  Court. 

A c i v i l  case is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  canpla in t .  
The c r imina l  case u n i t  of count is  the  number of informations,  indictments,  o r  c m p l a i n t s .  
The t r a f f i c  case u n i t  of cuunt is  the  number of c i t a t i o n s  i ssued ,  regard less  of t h e  number of v i o l a t i o n s  contained i n  each c i t a t i o n .  
A jury t r i a l  is counted when the  jury  is  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  15 counted a t  the  p o i n t  when an opening statement or the  in t roduct ion  of any evidence occurs. 

The grand t o t a l  cases  disposed f i g u r e  only includes traffic cases.  Data were not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c i v i l  and cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  

S t a t e  case f i l i n g s  inc lude  fe lony  pre l iminary  bearings and s t a t e  misdemeanors. 

iData a r e  not complete: 

IExpLanation of d a t a  included i n  the  category: 

Source: Utah J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Apnual Report, Utah Courts Ju ly  1, 1977-June 30, 1978 ( S a l t  Lake Ci ty ,  Utah: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a u  t h e  
annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary,  and a d d i t i o n s  were made by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  s t a t e  c a m t  
adminis t ra tor  during ver i l f ica t ion .  
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LITAH JUVEUILE COURT 
Court of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c t ion  

5 d i s t r i c t s .  8 judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

_p P 

End 
pending Filed’ Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Adult r e f e r r a l s  ............................................. 2 287 N/A - 
Tota l  criminal ................................................. NIA 287 N/A N/A 

T ra f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  violation: 

Traffic--juvenile ........................................... NJA 14,494 - N/A N/A 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. N I A  14,494 N/A N/A 

Juveni le  : 
Criminal-type offense: 

S t a t u e  offense ................................................ N I A  6,382 
Bon-off ense: 

Dependency, neglect,  abuse .... ? ............................. NJA 1,733 

Criminal .................................................... NIA 15,252 , 

- 

N/A 
N/A 

a N / A  - 

N/A 
N/A 

NJA 
Tota l  juvenile ................................................. N / A  23,367 N/A N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... N / A  38,148 N / A  N/A 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the  c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the  cour t ,  but the da ta  a re  unavailable.  

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 
The criminal case un i t  of count is the number of informations,  indictments,  or complaints. 

.iExplanation of data included i n  the category: 
Filed f igures  a re  the number of r e f e r r a l s .  

Source: Administrative Office of Juveni le  Court, Juvenile Court f o r  the S ta t e  of Utah, Annual Report, 1978 (Sa l t  Lake City,  Utah). S t a t i s t i c s  
a re  from the annual report  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. - 
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w JUSTICIS Q)!mTi 
Courts af l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

210 cour t s ,  Nl81 justices af the peace 
July 1. 1977 t o  June 30. 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cfviild: .................................................. Small claims N/A 
Other dvll ................................................... 2 

Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... NIA 

Crimimld: 
Misdemeanor ................................................... 
Preliminary basring ........................................... 

T o t a l  c r imina l  ................................................. 
Traf f icd :  

DUIlDUI ..................................................... 
P%rMog ..................................................... 
O t h e r  traffic vXolation: 

License v io la t ions  ........................................ 
Speeding .................................................. 
Other Moving .............................................. 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 

Other Non-moving .......................................... 

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 

3,3061 NIA 
- N/A - 3141 

3 ,  620i N/A 

1 7  ,980i 
2881 

18,26@ 

3,005: 
10,6971 

12,782i 
83,91gi 
19,696i 
30,6611 

147,058l 

16O,76Oi 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  

NIA 
N I A  

NIA 

N/A 

- 

..................................................... Grand t o t a l  N/A 182,6481 N/A N I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type i s  handled by the  cour t ,  but the  da ta  a r e  unavailable.  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is  counted wi th  the f i l i n g  of a complaint. 
The criminal case u n i t  of count is  the  number of complaints f i l e d .  
The t r a f f i c  case u n i t  of count is  the number of v i o l a t i o n s  contained wi th in  each c i t a t i o n .  

Monthly s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s  were submitted by 161 of the  181 j u s t i c e s  of the  peace. 
iData a r e  not complete: 

Source: Utah J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Annual Report, Utah Courts Ju ly  1977-June 1978 ( S a l t  Lake City,  Utah: 1978). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  frau t h e  annual 
report  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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VERMONT COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over 

Court  
of last 
resort I 

PROBATE COURT (19) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive probate, guardianship, and 

adoption jurisdiction. 

I 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
1 Civil actions over $200, title t o  

real estate, domestic relations. 
- Original criminal (mostly felony). 

Jury trials. 
I 

Indicates route of appeal. t 

DISTRICT COURT* (15) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000 (except 

- Criminal cases with penalty less than 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

Jury trials. 

title to real estate). 

life imprisonment. 

1 

1 
I 

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

‘The District Cour t  was created a s  afourt of limited jurisdiction but since its creation has steadily increased its scope to 
include almost all criminal business except for homicides and cases where the sentence may be life imprisonment. 
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mmuT s u m  aluBT 
Court of last resort 

5 j u s t i ce s  
July 1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
pending 1 pending! F i led  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil :  
C iv i l  ..................................................... 
Small claims .............................................. 
URESA ..................................................... 
Probate ................................................... 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
Criminal .................................................. 
Traf f ic  ................................................... 
Bai l  ...................................................... 

Total ...................................................... 
Postconviction ............................................ 
Habeas corpus ............................................. 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
Jumaile .................................................... 

Tota l  appeals ................................................ 

C r i m i n a l :  

Paetcanviction remdy: 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

Or ig ina l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  
Habeas corpus ........................................... 
Extraordinary r e l i e f  .................................... 
Other ................................................... 

Tota l  .................................................... 
Disc ip l inary  matter ....................................... 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
Tota l  other cases ............................................ Requests t o  appeal .......................................... 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

287 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
2 

2 
- 

271 
0 
0 
0 

271 

57 
5 
3 

65 

5 
2 
7 
5 

348 
- 

2 
7 
1 

10 
1 

11 

11 
- 

260 
1 
1 
1 

263 

70 
2 
1 

73 

2 
3 
5 
5 

346 

2 
8 
1 

11 
1 

1 2  

1 2  
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

291g 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
1 

1 
- 

Tota l  cases .................................................... 
0 t her proceedings : 

Rehearing requests:  
Motions requesting reargument ................................ 

Tota l  other proceedings ......................................... 

289 

2 

2 

__ 

359 3 58 

- 19 20 

19 20 

2928 

1 

1 

- 

Manner of d i spos i t ion  

o r i g i n a l  
Appeals proceedings Total 

Written opinion ........... l O l m  1 102 
Per curiam ................ 31 1 
By court  order ............ 92 10 
St ipula t ion  by pa r t i e s  .... 122 0 

Age of pending cases 

Appeals 

Under 6 months .................... 151 
6+ t o  12 months ................... 69 
12+ t o  18 months .................. 38 
18+ t o  24 months .................. 17 
24+ t o  30 months .................. 11 
30+ t o  36 months .................. 4 
Over 36 months .................... 1 

32 
102 
122 

Or ig ina l  proceedings 

0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Disposit ion of appeals 

Written and per curiam opinions: 
Affirmed ................................. 52 
Affirmed with ins t ruc t ions  ............... 1 
Affirmed with modifications .............. 0 
Reversed ................................. 7 
Affirmed in par t ,  reversed in par t  ....... 5 
Dismissed ................................ 4 
Reversed and remanded .................... 43 
Reversed and remanded w i t h  ins t ruc t ions  .. 0 
Dismissed and cause remanded ............. 1 
Remanded with in s t ruc t ions  ............... 0 
Affirmed and remanded .................... 0 
Vacated and judgment made by court  ....... 0 
Cer t i f ied  questions answered ............. 3 
Vacated and remanded ..................... 7 
Judgment vacated ......................... 4 
Judgment vacated and cause dismissed ..... 2 
Remanded ................................. 2 
Reversed and vacated ..................... 1 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The data fo r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be included in the t o t a l  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal the d i f fe rence  between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions :  

mInformation on t r i a l  or type of d i spos i t ion  data:  
Figures a r e  as given in the annual repor t .  

There were a l s o  4 d issent ing  and 1 concurring in par t ,  d i ssen t ing  in par t  opinions wr i t ten .  

Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Jud ic i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Year Ending June 30, 1978 (Montpelier, Vermont). Sources of case data 
are ava i lab le .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repor t  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been cmputed where necessary. 



41 9 

VERMONT SUPERIOR COURTb 
Cmrt of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

14 count ies .  8 judges 
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 - 

End 
pending pending% F i l e d  Disposed Beginnin 

- 
Civi ld :  
lav: 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  
C i v i l  ....................................................... 
O t h e r  d m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Matrimonial j .............................................. 
Miscellaneousj .............................................. 
Habeas corpus ............................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Appeal: 

Ext raord inary  w r i t :  

C r  imina1d: 
Felony ........................................................ 
Hisdemeanor ................................................... 
Appeal ........................................................ 
Postconvic t ion  remedy ......................................... 

Tota l  c r imina l  ................................................. 

4,285f 

2,433f 

40Zf 

5 - 
7,125f 

25 
1 

33 

3,335 

3,194 

332 

31 

6,892 

- 

33 
4 

( j )  
45 

82 

3,413 

2,923 

366 

31  

6,733 

- 

38 
2 

(j) 
36 

76 

4,207 

2,704 

368 

5 

7,284 

- 

20 
3 

3 
39 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 7,15af 6,974 6,809 7,323 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Triald Domestic 

k relatims 
Jury  Non-jury T o t a l  

Default  judgment __ C i v i l +  ........ 441 
Lav .............. 1 3  489 562 Consent judgment ........ 243 
Appealj  .......... 11 121 132 Summary judgment ........ 22 

T o t a l  ............... 84 610 694 Dismissed before  t r i a l  .. 1,954 430 
Criminalm (felony/ Dismissed a f t e r  t r i a l  ... 184 -- 

Grand t o t a l  .......... 93 611 704 Granted ................. -- 2,253 

__ 
-- 

Transferred -- misdemeanor) ...... 9 1 10 ............. 1 

240 Discontinued and o ther  . . -- 

Criminal disposit ions" '  

P lea  .................... 7 
T o t a l  - 

450 Dismissed ............... 14 
288 Nolle proase ............ 0 

22 Change of venue ......... 6 
2,559 Ext rad i t ion  ............. 3 

195 
1 

2,253 
240 

Age of pending cases  

Dcmestic 
Lav r e l a t i o n s  e j  Misdemeanor -- ............................ 4 3 Under 3 months (n) (0) (4 ........................... 9 0 3+ t o  6 months (n) (0) (n) ........................... 1 0 6+ t o  12 months (n)  (n)  (n) 

Under 12 months ........................... 2,212 2,066 212 5 0 
12+ t o  24 months .......................... 1,453 558 117 1 0 
24+ t o  36 months .......................... 426 79 33 0 0 
Over 36 months ............................ 116 1 6 0 0 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
-- = Not appl icable .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of informations or indictments.  
A ju ry  t r i a l  is counted i f  t h e  jury  hands down a v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  dec is ion .  

The d i f f e r e n c e  represents  adjustments made during t h e  year t o  counts from Bennington and Grand Isle C a m t i e s .  

Matrimonial cases  include d ivorce ,  annulment, and supportfcustody cases.  
Miscellaneous cases  inc lude  both c i v i l  and criminal appea ls  a s  v e l 1  a s  some habeas corpus and pos tconvic t ion  renedy cases.  

Criminal cases  pending under three  months inc ludes  one misdemeanor case.  

C i v i l  t r i a l s  include da ta  only for  l a w  and appea l  cases.  
Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and t r i a l  d a t a  a r e  only given f o r  fe lony  and misdemeanor cases ,  and do not inc lude  any appeal data.  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year: 

jExplanation of da ta  included in the  category: 

kAddi t i o n a l  information: 

"'Categories for  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  da ta :  

"Time i n t e r v a l  or age of pending data:  
The d a t a  f o r  c i v i l ,  matrimonial, and miscellaneous cases under 3 months, 3+ t o  6 months, and 6+ t o  12 months in age a r e  included in t h e  t o t a l  

l i s t e d  a s  under 12 months. 

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Court Administrator,  J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Year Ending June 30, 1978 (Montpelier,  Vermont). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  
annual r e p o r t  except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

d 
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VERMONT DISTRICT CQUBTb 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 5  circuits, 11 judges 
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginnin 

pending% 

Civi l&:  
Law: 

C i v i l  ....................................................... 
Small claim .................................................. 
D a r e s t i c  relatione: 

sUppOKt/CuStOdy: 
Uniform Reciproca l  Enforcement of Support Act ............. 

Mentally ill commitments .................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 
Mental health: 

C r m n a l d :  
Felony ........................................................ 
Misdemeanor ................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 
Juveni le :  

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 

2,781 
2,012 

1,767 

71 

6,631 

1 ,030f 
3,154f 

4,184f 

- 
2,750 

- 
198 

3,225 
6,252 

708 

428 

10,613 

2,654 
16,533 

19,186 

- 
71,121 

- 
1,097 

3,916 
6,416 

2,308 

448 

13,088 

2,760 
17,197 

19,957 

71,894 

- 
1,054 

2,090 
1,848 

167 

51 

4,156 

- 

923 
2,490 

3,413 

__ 

- 
1,977 

241 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 13,7 63f 102,017 105,993 9,787 

T r i a l d  

Jury Non-jury Total 
c iVi1m:  

Law ................ 16 229 245 
S l a l l  claim ....... 0 392 392 

T o t a l  ............... 16 621 637 
Cr imina l  ............. 137 75 212 
T r a f f i c  .............. 9 360 369 

Grand t o t a l  ........... 162 1,056 1,218 

Age of pending cases  

C i v i l  ( law) Hisdeaeauor 
Under 3 months ....... (n) 1,169 
3+ t o  6 months ....... (n) 126 270 
Under 6 months ....... (n) 601 1,439 
6 t  t o  12 months ...... ( n )  74 162 
Under 12 months ...... 1,442 675 1,601 
12+ t o  24 months ..... 511 27 57 
2 4 i  t o  36 months ..... 91 4 4 
Over 36 months ....... 46 4 3 

T r a f f i c  
( n )  
(n)  

1,796 
154 

1,950 
11 

8 
8 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Lm: 

Voluntary d ismissa l  ............ 1,696 
Defaul t  judgment ............... 1,600 
Dismissed by judge ............. 364 
Transfer red  .................... 11 

S e t t l e d / d i s c o n t i n u e d /  
Small  claims: 

dismissed/summary judgment .... 6,024 

Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Jury  t r ia l :  

Non-jury t r i a l :  
Gui l ty  p l e a  .................... 24 

Gui l ty  p lea  before  t r i a l  ......... 14,249 
G u i l t y  p lea  .................... 1 

Dismissed by c a s t  ............... 678 
Dismissed by a t t o r n e y  

f o r  t h e  s t a t e  ................... 4,554 
Transfer red  t o  J u v e n i l e  C i r t  .... 238 
Change of venue .................. 1 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

P lea  ............................. 59,887 
Nolle prosequi ................... 1,249 
Dismissed ........................ 759 
Referred t o  Department of Motor 
Vehic les  (noncanpliance) ........ 9,630 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or c a n p l a i n t .  
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is the  number of in format ions ,  ind ic tments ,  o r  complaints.  
A j u r y  tr ial  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  f o r  c i v i l  and traffic cases ;  i f  drawing of ju ry  begins f o r  criminal cases .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  d e c i s i o n  f o r  c i v i l  and t r a f f i c  cases ;  i f  t r i a l  begins f o r  c r i m i n a l  cases .  

These d i f f e r e n c e s  r e f l e c t  ad jus tments  made t o  pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  Orleans and Windsor C i r c u i t s .  

C i v i l  t r ials inc lude  only d a t a  f o r  law and small chins cases .  

C i v i l  age of pending c a s e s  under 3 months, 3+ t o  6 months, under 6 months, and 6+ t o  12 months a r e  l i s t e d  a s  under 12  months. 
T r a f f i c  age of pending cases  under 3 months and 3+ t o  6 months a r e  l i s t e d  a s  under 6 months. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year  does not  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year:  

q a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r ia l  d a t a :  

"Time i n t e r v a l s  or age of pending da ta :  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Year Ending June 30, 1978 (Montpelier,  Vermont). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  fran t h e  
._ annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessary .  
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VEBnONT PROBATE OJUBTb 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

19  c i r c u i t s  
July 1, 1977 t o  June 30, 1978 

End 
- endin Disposed endin 

F i l e d j  

Civild:  
D a e s t i c  r e l a t ions :  

Adoptions .................................................... 
O t h e r  d m e s t i c  re la t ions :  

Pre-marriage matters ....................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 

Estate: 
Probatelvillslintestate: 

Decedent e s t a t e s  ........................................... 
Testamentary t r u s t s  ........................................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Guardianship ............................................... 
G i f t s  t o  minors ............................................ 
Cemetaries ................................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 
Alcohol and drug commitments ................................. 
Change of name ............................................... 
Vi ta l  records ................................................ 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Guardianshipleonservatorsbipltrusteeship: 

O t h e r  estate: 

Mental health: 

O t h e r  civil: 

114 

0 
114 

4,311i 
1,977 
6,288 

3,4981 

0 
0 
0 

9,786 

1 

11 
119 
130 - 

1O,03li 

531 

676 
1,207 

2,010 
95 

2,105 

1,023 

2 
1 
3 

3,131 

2 

145 
377 
522 

4,862 

- 

518 

676 
1,194 

1,63Zi 
95 

1,727 

689 

0 
1 
1 

2,417 

2 

146 
387 
533 

4,146 

127 

0 
127 

4,6891 
1,977 
6,666 

3,8321 

2 
0 
2 

10,500 

1 

10 
109 
119 - 

10,7471 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 10,O3li 4,862 

Number of contested hearings held 

Danestic relations: 

Estate: 
Adoption .......................... 29 

Decedent e s t a t e s  and 
testamentary t r u s t s  .............. 75 

Guardianships ..................... 35 
Mental bea l tb  ....................... 1 

Tota l  ................................. 140 

10,7471 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 

d'zase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of count: 

jExplanation of da ta  included in the category: 
A c i v i l  case is  counted with the f i l i n g  of a pe t i t i on  or canplaint.  

Cases f i l e d  p r io r  t o  January 1, 1970 which were disposed during the year were added i n t o  the f i l i n g s  a s  reopened cases. There were 173 caaes 
reopened during the court  year fo r  t h i s  reason. 

iData a re  not canplete:  
Figures f o r  pending cases do not include hearings held fo r  cases commenced pr ior  t o  January 1, 1970. 

Source: Off ice  of the Court Administrator,  Jud ic i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  fo r  Year Ending June 30, 1978 (Montpelier, Vermont). S t a t i s t i c a  are from the  
year ending report  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



i 

422 

VIRGINIA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

1 SUPREME COURT 1 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 
- Judicial censure, retirement, and 

I 
CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
I07 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $1,000. Cases in 

which the state is a party (in the 
City of Richmond). 

' - Criminal cases for which persons can 
be sentenced to the state penitentiary 

Appeals de novo. 

I 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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VIBGIMB suPREnE 0)UBT 
C a r t  of L e s t  resort 

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 9. 1978 t o  January 5. 1979 

End 
Disposed pending Beginning F i l e d  pending 

Cases:  
Appeals: 

P e t i t i o n s  t o  a p p e a l  g ran ted :  
C i v i l  ....................................................... 
C r i m i n a l  ................................................... 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy: 

Habeas co rpus  ............................................ 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 

0 t h e r  cases : 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas co rpus  ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
Reques t s  t o  appea l :  

P e t i t i o n s  t o  appea l :  
Withdrawn ................................................ 
C i v i l  .................................................... 
crimina1 ................................................. 
P o s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy: 

Habeas corpus .......................................... 
T o t a l  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 

X 
X 

X 
136 
- 

X 
X 
X 

7 01 

-- 
2281 
3001 

1 4 l  
5421 

6121 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... 
Other  p roceed ings :  

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
0 t h e r  matters : 

Order s  t o  show cause  o r  respond .............................. 
Extens ions  of t i m e  ........................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  p roceed ings  ......................................... 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

1,846 

X 
X 

X 
2 30 

2 19 
45 

7 
271 

47 
444 (170)e 
858 ( 67)e 

81 ( O)e 
1.430 (237)e 
1 ,701  (237)e 

X 
X 

X 
1928 
- 

X 
X 
X 

114 

_- 
17 1 
277 

21  
469 
5838 
- 

748 1,846 (237)e 1 ,931 .  (237)e  7758 

a7 

2801 
324 l  
604 

691 

- 

90 NIA 
2801 -- 
324 l  N / A  
604 

694 NIA 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Appea l s  

W r i t t e n  op in ion  ..... 149 
By o r d e r  ............ 81 
Withdrawn ........... 47 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of cases 
Beques t s  O r i g i n a l  

Appeals  t o  a p p e a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

_- -_ Affirmed 76 
Reversed,  remanded, etc. ....... 73 
Denied __ 1,383 234 
Withdrawn -- 

....................... -- -_ 
......................... -- 47 ...................... 

Bold face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  c a s e  type  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  
-- Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

eCases n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avo id  doub le  count ing:  
P e t i t i o n s  t o  appea l  g r a n t e d  are no t  counted as d i sposed  u n t i l  t h e  a p p e a l  is d i sposed ;  a f i l i n g  is  no t  counted f o r  t h e  appea l .  The number of 

g r a n t e d  p e t i t i o n s  t o  a p p e a l  appear  i n  pa ren theses .  
gChange in pending does n o t  e q u a l  the d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

] S p e c i a l  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  in d a t a :  
F i g u r e s  are as r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  f o r  o t h e r  cases were t aken  from t h e  1977 annua l  r e p o r t ,  where they are l i s t e d  as end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  1977.  
F i l e d  and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  f o r  o t h e r  matters were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c l e r k  of the c o u r t  d u r i n g  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  . 

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Cour t ,  S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Report  1977 and S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Report  1978 (Richmond, 
V i r g i n i a :  1978 and 1979) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are f r m  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  excep t  t h a t - t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessa ry .  
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VIRGINIA CIRCUIT a U R T  
C o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

31 circuits. 1 0 7  judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978  

End 
pend ing  F i l e d  Disposed 

Beg inn ing  
pend ing  

C i v i l & :  
Law: 

R e a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

E q u i t y :  

Doles tic r e l a t i o n s :  

O the r  l a w  .................................................... 
Condemnation ................................................. 
O t h e r  chance ry  ............................................... 
llarriage d i s s o l u t i o n :  

D ivorce  .................................................... 
Appea l  ......................................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Cr imina ld :  

F e l o n y  ......................................................... 
Misd meanor .................................................... 
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  writs f 

Habeas co rpus  ................................................ 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

X 24,383 21,726 X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

90,2381 

8,5411 
6,2891 

950 

11,835 

984 

10,311 

X 

X 

32,190 29,956 ' X  

71,975 64,715 97,498 

2,617 1,738 X 

29,354 
23,267 

27,933 
22,207 

9,969 
7,351 

381 462 399 102 

14,8681 53,083 50,539 17,422 

105,1061 125,058 115,244 114,920 

T r i a l d  C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Jury Non-jury T o t a l  R e a l  p r o p e r t y  Uarriage 
C i v i l  Law r i g h t s  d i s s o l u t i o n  %a1 T o t a l  
Law ................... 1,356 3,533 4,889 S e t t l e d / d i s m i s s a l  ...... 12,110 394 2,867 2,421 787 19,179 
Real p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  .. 172 122 294 D e f a u l t  judgment ....... 1,115 0 54 12  77 1,258 
E q u i t y  ................ 25 2,011 2,036 Case purged ............ 1.829 16 753 1,058 154 2,471 

Appeal  ................ 135 546 681  

Fe lony  ................ 2,001 6,696 8,697 Withdrawal  p r i o r  t o  t r ia l  ........... -- 1,650 12 1,662 

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  w r i t  .... -- 80 80 Nol le  P r o s e q u i  ...................... 4,511 2,874 -_ 7,385 

Grand t o t a l  .............. 4,481 35,114 39,595 Other  ............................... 1,591 1,163 91 2,845 

Dmestic relations: 
N a r r i a g e  d i s s o l u t i o n  . 74 16,062 16,136 C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

T o t a l  .................. 1,762 22,274 24,036 Misde- E x t r a o r d i n a r y  
w r i t  T o t a l  

Misdemeanor ........... 718 6,064 6,782 Dismissed w i t h o u t  t r i a l  ............. 1,077 1,068 2 16 2,361 

T o t a l  .................. 2,719 12,840 15,559 G u i l t y  p l e a  p r i o r  t o  t r ia l  ........... 12,057 8,670 -- 20,727 

Fe lony  meanor Cr imina l :  

Bo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  c a s e  type  is  handled by t h e  c o u r t  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca t egory .  
-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  coun ted  w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of coun t  i s  t h e  number of cha rges .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is  coun ted  when t h e  j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when a n  opening s t a t e m e n t  or  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  occur s .  

F i g u r e s  a r e  a s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  were t aken  f r w  t h e  1977 a n n u a l  r e p o r t  v h e r e  they  a r e  g i v e n  as end pending f i g u r e s .  

fBeg inn ing  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  y e a r  does n o t  e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  y e a r :  

k p e c i a l  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a :  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Cour t ,  S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Repor t  1978 (Richmond, V i r g i n i a :  1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r m  
t h e  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  
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VIRGINIA DISTIUCT COW1 
Court of Hmlted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

32 d i s t r i c t s .  155.4' fu l l - t ime equiva len t  judges 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

D P  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

NIA 49,343 43,758 NIA 
Civi ld :  

D m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. 
Other  dvil: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 2 407,168 390,339 N/A 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... NIA 456,511 434,097 NIA 

C r i r i n a l d :  
O t h e r  criminal: 

Criminal ..................................................... N/A 285,840 269,700 N/A 
T o t a l  c r imina l  .................................................. N l A  285,840 269,700 N/A 

T r a f f i c :  - - 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... NIA 903,646 866,405 NIA 

Juvenfle:  - - 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. NIA 126,709 115,350 NIA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 1,772,706 1,685,552 NIA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This  case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

'Judge information: 
The c c u r t  is a l s o  served by magis t ra tes .  

they i ssued  278,859 a r r e s t  warran ts ,  178,920 bonds, 35,410 summons, 3,572 search  warran ts ,  189,630 committals and r e l e a s e s ,  154,596 
c i v i l  warran ts ,  and handled 23,981 prepayments of t r a f f i c  i n f r a c t i o n s  and 8,687 prepayments of c l a s s  four misdemeanors. 

There a r e  409 p o s i t i o n s  au thor ized .  241 of which serve fu l l - t ime.  During the  1978 c o u r t  y e a r ,  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  c a n p l a i n t .  
The c r imina l  case u n i t  of count is t h e  number of charges. 

Source: Off ice  of t h e  Executive Secre ta ry ,  Supreme Court ,  S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Report 1978 (Richmond, Vi rg in ia :  1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from 
t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been canputed where necessary.  
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WASHINGTON COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

I 
Constitutionality 

of s ta tu te .  
Conflicting statutes 

o r  rules of l a w .  

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices, 1 commissioner 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears direct appeals wherein actions 

of state officials are involved, where  
constitutionality of a statute is ques- 
tioned, where conflicting statutes o r  
rules of law are involved, o r  where 
the  issue is of broad public interest. 

- Aggrieved party has right of review 
when reversal in Cour t  of Appeals is 
not unanimous; otherwise review is 
discretionary. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
16 judges 
lurisdiction: 
- Hears appeals from lower courts ex- 

cept those in the  jurisdiction of the  
Suoreme Court .  

-i 
I 

SUPERIOR COURT (28) 
111 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All civil matters except small claims. 
- Exclusive iurisdiction over probate, 

- Allcriminal matters except minor 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 
Appeals are heard de novo. 

divorce, and annulment.  

criminal. 

Jury  trials. + 
I 

MUNICIPAL AND 
POLICE COURT (240) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance vlolations (fine 

less than $500, sentence less than 
6 months).  

- Not of record. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE ( 2 )  
2 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000, small 

claims. 
- Misdemeanors ( f ~ n e  less than $100, 

sentence less than  30days),  traffic, 
preliminary hearings. 

- Not of record. 

Jury  trials. 

I 
DISTRICT COURT (73) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000, small 

- Misdemeanors (fine less than $500 
claims. 

and/or  sentence less than 6 months),  
traffic, felony preliminaries. 

- Not of record. I Jury  trials. 

Cour t  
of last 
resort I 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court  

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 



UASEINGTON SUPREME OOUBT 
Court of last r e s o r t  

9 justices '= 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

= 
End 

pending 
Beginning F i l e d  Disposed - pending 

Cases:  
Appeals : 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 182f 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 224r 
C r i d M l  ..................................................... 42f 

0 t her cases:  
Original proceedings: 

&ques ts  t o  appeal: 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  m a t t e r  ........................................ 7f 

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  review: 
C i v i l  .................................................... 69f 
Criminal ................................................. 68 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 137f 
Personal  r e s t r a i n t  p e t i t i o n s  ............................... 6f 
Not ices  of d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review ............................ 37f 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 180f 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 187r 

129 
54 

183 
- 

10 

177 
160 
337 

1 
123 
461 
471 
- 

181 
50 

231 
- 

12 

171 
185 
356 

5 
130 
491 
503 

130 
46 

176 

5 

50 
60 

118 
2 

30 
150 
155 
- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 411 654 734 331 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

P e t i t  ions 
Appeals f o r  review Discre- 

D i s c i -  Personal  t i o n a r y  
C i v i l  Cr imina l  T o t a l  p l i n a r y  C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  r e s t r a i n t  review T o t a l  - ~ -  

Opinion ............. 125 25 150 11 33 43 2 5 244 
Order: ............. 81 370 Denied 7 6 13 0 151 123 2 

42 76 Dismissed 21 5 26 1 1 5 1  
Transfer red  ....... 28 14 42 0 0 0 0 2 44 

......... 

... 
I r' 

T i m e  i n t e r v a l "  (median months) 

F i l i n g  of n o t i c e  of appea l  t o  d a t e  per fec ted  ........ 9.0 
Date per fec ted  t o  d a t e  argued ....................... 5.0 
Date argued t o  f i l i n g  of opinion .................... 5.0 

S t a t u s  of pending appea ls  (12/31/78) 
C i v i l  Cr imina l  T o t a l  --- 

Not ready f o r  s e t t i n @  ............................... 49 18 67 - ................................... Ready f o r  s e t t i n g "  4 2 6 
S e t  f o r  hear ing  ...................................... 27 6 33 
Opinionlorder in process ............................. 26 19 45 
Opinion/order f i l e d  (awai t ing  remi t tance)  ............ 24 1 25 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

CJudge information: 

fEeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year does not equal  the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  year :  

"Information on t ime i n t e r v a l  or age of pending d a t a :  

In a d d i t i o n ,  one commissioner se rves  t h e  Supreme Court. 

F i g u r e s  were rev ised  by the  c l e r k  of the  Supreme Court. 

These d a t a  inc lude  only those appea ls  which were f i l e d  d i r e c t l y  in t h e  Supreme Court. Appeals which were f i l e d  o r i g i n a l l y  i n  t h e  C a r t  
of Appeals and were later c e r t i f i e d  or t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Supreme Court requi red  a n  average of 1.5 months more' t o  per fec t  and process.  

A case  is not  considered ready f o r  s e t t i n g  in t h e  Supreme Court u n t i l  the  opening b r i e f  of the  a p p e l l a n t  and t h e  answering b r i e f  of t h e  
respondent a r e  f i l e d ,  and the Supreme Court has made a de te rmina t ion  t h a t  t h e  case p r e s e n t s  i s s u e s  that a r e  proper f o r  Supreme C a r t  
review. 

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Administrator f o r  t h e  Courts,  22nd Annual Report 1978 (Olympia, Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r m  the annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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WASEINGTOU UJmT w APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  appellate cmrt 

3 d i v i s i o n s ,  16 j udges  
January 1, 1978 t o  Deceaber  31, 1978 

End 
Disposed pend ing j  F i l e d  Beginning 

pendingJ 

Cases: 
C i v i l  ........................................................ 1,244f 1 ,122 
C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... 884f 696 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 1,818 

1 , 1 4 5  
625 

1 ,770  
- 

1 ,221  
955 

2,176 

0 t h e r  cases  : 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings:  

B e q u e s t s  to appea l :  
P e r s o n a l  r e s t r a i n t  p e t i t i o n s j  ............................. 8Zf 142 153  71 

Motions for d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review .......................... 65f 133 150 48 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 147f 275 303 119K __ 

T o t a l  c a s e s  .................................................... 2,275f 2.093 2,073 2,295 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  Time i n t e r v a l  (median months)  

Appeals  O the r  Oiv. Div. Div. 
I I1 111 

Pub l i shed  op in ion  ............. 237 165 402 18 420 F i l i n g  of n o t i c e  of appea l  t o  date p e r f e c t e d  .... 4.0 6.9 6.4 
Unpublished op in ion  ........... 251 295 546 14  560 Date p e r f e c t e d  t o  d a t e  a rgued  ................... 7.0 9.0 7.0 

- _ _  Civil C r i m i n a l  T o t a l  cases T o t a l  - ~ - - -  

Order :  Date argued t o  f i l i n g  of op in ion  ................ 3.0 1 . 5  1.3 -- 182 182 Denied -- ...................... -- 
Dismissed ................... 578 129 707 79 786 
T r a n s f e r r e d  ................. 79 36 115 1 0  125 

S t a t u s  of pending c a s e  (12 /31 /78)  
Appea l s  Original Kequesta  to 

C i v i l  Criminal p r o c e e d i n g s  a p p e a l  -~ 
Not ready f o r  s e t t i n g  ...................... 546 3 92 45 32 
Ready f o r  s e t t i n g  .......................... 178 113 12 2 
S e t  f o r  h e a r i n g  ............................ 217 2 10 2 7 
Op in ion /o rde r  in process  ................... 138 112 1 5 
( a w a i t i n g  r e m i t t a n c e )  ...................... 142 128 2 11 

Bold face  headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. -- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  for  t h e  1978 c o u r t  yea r  does  not equa l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1977 c o u r t  yea r :  

hF igure  was computed: 

h x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  ca t egory :  

F i g u r e s  are a s  g iven  i n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  and r e f l e c t  ad jus tmen t s  made t o  t h e  case load  d u r i n g  t h e  yea r  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c o u r t .  

Disposed f i g u r e s  were computed f r m  pending and f i l e d  d a t a .  

Pe r sona l  r e s t r a i n t  p e t i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  habeas co rpus ,  wri ts  and motions,  and C r R  7.7 cases. 
Pending f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  c a s e s  a w a i t i n g  r e m i t t a n c e .  

Source :  O f f i c e  of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  t h e  Courts, 22nd Annual Report  1978 (Olympia, Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r m  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry .  



UAS€IINGION SUPERIOR alDRT 
C a r t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

28 c o u r t s .  111 judges  
J a n u a r y  1. 1978  t o  December 31, 1978  - 

End 
pending 

F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
- pending 

c i v i l d :  
T o r t  ........................................................... 
C o n t r a c t :  

Commerc ia l l con t r ac t  .......................................... 
Real p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

P r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  .............................................. 
Dmestic relations: 

A d o p t i o n s  .................................................... 
O t h e r  dames t i c  relations: 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

E s t a t e :  
P r o b a t e l d l l s l i n t e s t a t e :  

GuardianshipleonservatorsNpltrusteeship: 

O t h e r  estate: 

P r o b a t e  .................................................... 
Guard iansh ips  .............................................. 
O t h e r  p r o b a t e  m a t t e r s  ...................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Appeal: 

Appeal  of trial c a r t  case: 
Lower c o u r t  a p p e a l s  ........................................ 

H e n t a l  h e a l t h  .................................................. 
other c i v i l  ......................... ! .......................... - 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

N/A 

NfA 

N f  A 

N/A 

N / A  
N /A 

N/A 

NfA 

N/A 
N f A  

Criminal!: 
Pe lony l :  

C r i m e  a g a i n s t  p e r s o n j  ........................................ N / A  
C r i m e  a g a i n s t  p r o p e r t y j  ...................................... N ~ A  
L i q u o r l n a r c o t i c s  ............................................. N/A 
Othe r  c r i m i n a l  ............................................... N / A  

T o t a l  ......................................................... N/A 

D e  novo a p p e a l s  from lower c o u r t s  ............................ N / A  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N/A 

Appeal  of trial cmrt case: 
- 

6,882 

21,679 

3,468 

3,146 

41,659 
44,805 

10,933 

1,937 

669 
13,539 

549 

9,690 

103,946 

3,334 

2,528 
4,432 
1,513 
2,695 

11,168 

3,110 

14,278 

X 

X 
X 

X 
N f  A 

X - 
84,067i 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X - 
13,817 

N f  A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N f  A 

N/A 
N/A 

J u v e n i l e  : 
- - - 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N f A  17,406 N f A  N / A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NfA 135,630 97,8841 N / A  

T r i a l d  C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

- J u r y  Non-jury Total Dismissed - - f a i lu re  t o  p rosecu te . .  4,393 Di smissed facqu i t t ed  ........... 4,009 
Dismissed;-other r easons  ........ 13,338 Judg .ent and sen tenced  ........ 5,114 

C i v i l m  .............. 1 ,065  7,381 8 ,446  D e f a u l t  judgment ................ 18 ,545  Deferred/suspended s e n t e n c e  ... 4,694 
C r i m i n a l  ............ 1,925 690 2,615 Change of venue ................. 540 

T o t a l  ................. 2 ,990  8,071 11,061 Summary judgment ................ 1,454 
Agreed and t r i a l  judgment ....... 20,848 
Othe r  ........................... 13,296 

Bo ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
R I A  = T h i s  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  b u t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case is  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of de fendan t s  on t h e  in fo rma t ion  or ind ic tmen t .  
A j u r y  t r ia l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  is  sworn. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e  does  n o t  i n c l u d e  men ta l  h e a l t h  cases. 
Grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e  does  n o t  i n c l u d e  men ta l  h e a l t h  o r  j u v e n i l e  cases. 

Although t h e r e  i s  d u a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  i t  i s  assumed t h a t  a l l  misdemeanor cases are f i l e d  i n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cmrts.  
T h e r e f o r e ,  a l l  o r i g i n a l  c r i m i n a l  cases f i l e d  i n  t h e  S u p e r i o r  Court  a r e  f e l o n y  cases. 
C r i m e  a g a i n s t  pe r son  ca t egory  i n c l u d e s  homicide,  a s s a u l t ,  sex o f f e n s e s ,  and robbery.  
C r i m e  a g a i n s t  p r o p e r t y  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  b u r g l a r y ,  l a r c e n y ,  and f o r g e r y .  

C i v i l  t r i a l  and type  of d i s p o s i t i o n  data do no t  i n c l u d e  adop t ion ,  estate, o r  men ta l  h e a l t h  cases. 

j D a t a  are no t  complete:  

: 'Explanation of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  

"Information on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  data: 

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  Admin i s t r a to r  f o r  t h e  Cour t s ,  22nd Annual Report  1978 (Olympia, Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c m p u t e d  where necessa ry .  
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WASHINGTON HUNICLPAL AND HILICE COWTk 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  . ju r i sd ic t ion  

240 c o u r t &  
January  1, 1978 t o  Decenber 31, 1978 

End 
Disposed pending F i l e d  Beginning 

pending 

Criminald : 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  ..................................................... NfA N/A - Criminal NJA 47,160 

.................................................. T o t a l  c r imina l  N/A 47,160 N I A  NIA 

T r a f f i c :  
Parking: 

Other  traffic v i o l a t i o n :  
Parking c i t a t i o n s  ............................................ N I A  .474,664 

T r a f f i c  ...................................................... N I A  251,842 

NIA 

- NIA 

N I A  

N/A 
................................................... T o t a l  t r a f f i c  N/A 726,506 NIA WA 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  NIA 773,666 N I A  N/A 

T r i a l d k l  

Jury Non-jury 

Criminal ............... 96 11,160 11,256 
T r a f f i c  ................ 168 22,154 22,322 

T o t a l  ................... 264 33,314 33,578 

Cr imina l  d i s  pos i t ionsk1 

B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e s  ............... 10,686 

T r a f f i c  d i s  p o s i  t ionskl  

B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e s  ............... 156,183 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X/A = This  case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but the  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  

The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is the  number of defendants on the  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  o r  camplaint.  
A ju ry  t r i a l  is counted when the  j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness  is  sworn. 

Xunicipal and P o l i c e  Court f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  those Municipal Court  cases  (municipal ordinance violations and t r a f f i c  violations) t h a t  
a r e  processed by D i s t r i c t  Courts,  which c o n t r a c t  wi th  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  f o r  t h i s  purpose. One hundred twenty-nine m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  c o n t r a c t  
wi th  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court .  

k d d i t i o n a l  information: 

l S p e c i a 1  source or  r e v i s i o n  i n  the d a t a :  
Criminal and traffic case  d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  and t r i a l  d a t a  were supplied by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: Office of t h e  Adminis t ra tor  f o r  t h e  Courts,  22nd Annual Report 1978 (Olympia, Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were suppl ied  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Adminis t ra tor  f o r  t h e  
Courts dur ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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WASEINGTUN DISTBZCT COURT AUD JUSTICES OF THE PEACEk 
C o u r t  of limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

73 d i s t r i c t  cmrts. 2 justices af the peace 
January 1, 1970  t o  December 31, 1978 - _3_ - 

pending 
F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

- pending 

c:Lvild: 
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ N/A 51,023 
Small claims ................................................... NIA 21,456 - 

N/A 
N/A - 

NIA 
N/A 

..................................................... ‘ rota1 c i v i l  N/A 12,419 N / A  N/A 

Cr imina ld  : 
Misdemeanor .................................................... N/A 
P r e l i m i n a r y  hearing: 

Fe lony  p r e l i m i n a r y  ........................................... N / A  

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. NIA 
- 

70,311 N / A  

7 ,524 N/A 
77,835 N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N / A  

T r a f f i c :  
- - - 

................................................... T o t a l  t r a f f i c  N/A 603,884 N / A  NIA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 754,198 N/A NIA 

T r i a l d  

C i v i l  ...................................... 
C r i m i n a l  : 

D i s t r i c t  Court  workload .................. 305 
Munic ipa l  Court  workload ................. 36 

T o t a l  ..................................... 341 

Distr ic t  Court  workload .................. 650 
Munic ipa l  Court  workload ................. 252 

T o t a l  ..................................... 902 
Grand t o t a l  ................................. 1 ,291  

T r a f f i c :  

Non- j u r y  
4,524 

9,190 
4,169 

13 ,959  

44,091 
13,398 
57,489 
15,912 

- T o t a l  
4 ,572 

C r i m i n a l  d i s  p os i t i om lm 

B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e s  at  p re l imina ry  hea r ings  ... 14 ,340  
9,495 
4,805 

14,300 

44,741 
13,650 B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e s  ........................... 348,926 

11 ,263  

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t  i o n d m  

58,391 

Boldface head ings  i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  c a s e  type is  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  data a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number of d e f e n d a n t s  on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i nd ic tmen t ,  o r  c a n p l a i n t .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r ia l  is  counted when t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  is sworn. 

Dis t r ic t  Cour t  and J u s t i c e s  of t h e  Peace d a t a  i n c l u d e  Municipal  Cour t  cases t h a t  are processed by D i s t r i c t  Cour t s ,  which c o n t r a c t  w i t h  
kAddi t i  ona l  i n fo rma t ion :  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  f o r  t h i s  purpose.  
l S p e c i a 1  source  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  

Data f o r  t r i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  criminal and traffic cases handled in t h e  Municipal  Cour t  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Admin i s t r a to r  
f o r  t h e  C o u r t s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  

“‘Explanat ion of d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  ca t egory :  
C r i m i n a l  and t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  f i g u r e s  f o r  b a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  l i s t e d  under  bo th  t h e  c o u r t  b u s i n e s s  of t h e  Distr ic t  Cour t s  and of 

Munic ipa l  C o u r t s  t h a t  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  District Cour t s .  

Source:  O f f i c e  of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  t h e  Cour t s .  22nd Annual Repor t  1978 (Olympia, Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r m  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  
excep t  that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n s  were made by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Admin i s t r a to r  f o r  t h e  Cour t s  d u r i n g  
d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

PP - 
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WEST VIRGINIA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in civil matters 

over $100, in cases involving constitu- 
tionality of a law, and in felony and 
misdemeanor cases from Circuit 
Court .  

CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
57 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $100. 
- Unlimited original criminal 

Appeals de novo. 

Jury  trials. 

lurisdiction. 

I 
MAGISTRATE COURT ( 5 5 )  
148 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Small claims and landlord-tenant 

- Misdemeanors and traffic with fine 
under $1,500. 

less than  $1.000 or sentence 
less than 12 months.  Felony 
prelimina Ties. 

lurv trials 

I 
MUNICIPAL COURT (54) 
54  judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors, traffic, ordinance 

violations. 

No jury trials. 

Cour t  
of last 
resort  

Cour t  of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cour ts  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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msr vIRGINI.4 SOPBIPIE OXRr OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

1 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

_- 
- 
Cases: 

Appeals ....................................................... - Tota l  appeals 1 5 f h  O(257)e 201 71  ................................................ 
Other casesk: 
Original proceedings: 
Original j u r i sd i c t ion  ..................................... X 371 371h X 

Cer t i f i ed  question ........................................ X 5h 5h X 
Tota l  ....................................................... 3 376 376 3h 

Regular writs ............................................. X X 162( 177)e X 
Cer t io ra r i  X X 5’: X 

Tota l  ...................................................... 43 337 163( 182) >h 
Total  other cases - 46 713 539(182)e 38 

Advisory opinion: 

Requests t o  appeal: 

................................................ 
............................................ 

~~ 

Tota l  cases ................................................... 61 713(257)e 740( 182)e 109 

Manner of d i spos i t ion  (matured cases) 

Disposit ion of other cases 

140 5h 182 .............. 230 Oh 161 Dismissal/witMrawal ........................ 10 Denied 
Withdrawn 1 0 1 

0 0 1 

Written and per curiam opinion .............. 191 Granted ............. 
........... 

Not considered ...... 
- 
Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the  NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. 
X = The da ta  f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included in the t o t a l ,  but were not ava i lab le  by category. 

eCases not included in the t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

The case category may or may not be handled by the court .  

Requests t o  appeal t ha t  have been granted a r e  not counted a s  disposed u n t i l  the  appeal is disposed; a f i l i n g  is not counted for the 
r e su l t i ng  appeal. These granted reques ts  t o  appeal a r e  the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

fBeginning pending f igu re  f o r  the 1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igu re  fo r  the 1977 cour t  year. 

hFigure was computed: 
Figure as computed from the unpublished data.  

Pending f igu res  were computed from disposed, f i l e d  and other pending f igures .  
Figures f o r  advisory opinion cases were computed from f igures  given f o r  o r ig ina l  jurisdictioll cases in the unpublished data.  

West Virginia does not have an automatic appeal in either c i v i l  or c r i m i n a l  cases.  

Original proceedings a r e  heard on a d iscre t ionary  basis. 

kAdditional information: 
Case accounting provided by the court  cons i s t s  of 

accounting f o r  pe t i t i ons  f o r  appeal f i l e d  and acted upon. Data are not maintained regarding appeals as a separa te  category. 

Source: Unpublished da ta  provided by the adminis t ra t ive  o f f i ce  of the courts.  
have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the unpublished data except that t o t a l s  
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WEST mmtm mmIr m m ~  
Court of general j n r i s d i c t i o n  

31 circoits. 57 jdges 
January 1. 1978 to Decerber 31, 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c h i l d :  
-tic re la t ions :  

Meatal h r l t h :  

Apped: 

AdOptiOM ................................................... 256fh 

Mental hygiene .............................................. 521h 

Appeal of ab.ini8tratip.c qenc7 case: 
Administrative ............................................ 453h 

civil ....................................................... 37,487h 
Mecellaneoua cases ......................................... 574h 

Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 39,291fh 

Ocher drlll: 

Tota l  ........................................................ 38,061h 

1,235 

905 

49 5 

33,059 
1,348 
34.407 
37,042 

Crllinrtd: - - 
Tota l  c r imina l  ................................................. 11, l l l f h  10.897 

1,205 

1.062 

903 

30,689 
979 

31,668 

34,838 

- 
6.178 

286 

364 

45 

39,857 

40,8oO 
943 

41,495 

- 
15,830 

Juvenile: - - - - 
T o t a l  juveni le  ................................................. 3,097fh 6,115 6,251 2,961 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 53,499fh 54,054 47,267 60,286 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  caae is counted with the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The criminal case u n i t  of count is the  number of indictments or warrants issued. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  for t h e  1978 c o u r t  year does not equal end pending f i g u r e  for t h e  1977 c o u r t  year: 
Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were ca lcu la ted  from f i l e d ,  disposed, and end pending da ta  given in the unpublished da ta .  

hFigtnre was computed: 
Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were ca lcu la ted  from f i l e d ,  disposed. sod end pending da ta .  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by the adminis t ra t ive  o f f i c e  of the  cour t s .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  frm the unpublished da ta  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary. 
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WEST VIRGINIA IWGISTBATB oDUP.Pi 
C W K t  Of l l d t ed  j ~ l s d l c t i ~  

January 1, 1978 t o  D e c e m b e r  31. 1978 
55 ccurts, 148 magistrates 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending ___ 
~ - Civi ld :  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ...................................................... N / A  36,635i 38.5241 N/A 

Ifisdemeanor .................................................... N/A 118,5481 91,8511 N/A 

Felony ....................................................... N / A  11,123i 9,O4Zi N/A 

C r  Lminald: 

P r e l i d n a r y  hearing: 
- 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N I A  129,671i 100,8931 NIA 

T r a f f i c :  
O t h e r  traffic v i o l a t i o n :  

T r a f f i c  and D .N.R. j .......................................... N/A 111,486i 115,7 lli N/A 
T o t a l  t r a E f i c  ................................................... N/A 111,486i 115,7111 N I A  

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 227 ,79Zi 255,128i N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This case  type is handled by the  c o u r t ,  but the  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n  : 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of count: 
T h i s  c o u r t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  January 1, 1977, rep lac ing  the  e x i s t i n g  J u s t i c e  of the  Peace Courts throughout t h e  s t a t e .  

A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OK a canpla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  u n i t  of count is the  number of warrants issued. 

Nine out  of twelve r e p o r t s  were rece ived  €rom Lewis and Webster Counties.  
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  f i l e d  and grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  t r a f f i c  d a t a  f r a n  Kanawa County. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  f i e l d  and grand t o t a l  f i e l d  f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  c i v i l  data f r a n  Kanawa County. 

"D.N.R." a r e  cases ,  p r imar i ly  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s ,  occurring in s t a t e  parks under the  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Department of Natura l  Resources. 

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  cour t s .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  t h e  unpublished d a t a  except that t o t a l s  have 

bats a r e  not complete: 

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  included i n  t h e  category: 

been computed where necessary.  

WEST VIRGINIA WNICIPhL COURT 
C o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

54 cour t s .  54 judges 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  case8  handled in the  Municipal Court f o r  1978. 
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WISCONSIN COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over all 

- Limited original jurisdiction in cases 
courts in state. 

of statewide concern. 

CIRCUIT COURT (26) 
54 ludges 
Jurisdiction 
- Original civil (except probate, 

- Original criminal 
- No luvenile jurisdiction 
Appeals. 

Jury trials 

small claims) 

COUNTY COURT (70) 
127 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited civil. Exclusive probate 

- Unlimited criminal (except in Mil- 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

Jury trials. 

jurisdiction. 

waukee County, only misdemeanor). 

MUNICIPAL JUSTICE 
COURT (219) 
219 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors and municipal or- 

dinance violation with fine less than 
$200. sentence less than 6 months. 

No jury trial. 

1 
I 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Courts of 
general 

iurisdiction 

Court  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

indicates route of appeal t 
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YISCOUSIPI SIlpBBllE DDUBT 
C o u r t  of Last r e so r t  

7 ju s t i ce s  
J u l y  1, 1977 t o  Ju ly  1, 1978 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases : 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Total appeals ................................................. Crin ina lk  .................................................... 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

Or ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t ioa :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
Prohib i t ion  .............................................. 
Cer t io ra r i  ............................................... 
Stay ..................................................... 
Miscellaneous ............................................ 
Original ac t ions  ......................................... 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Tota l  ....................................................... DiSCip l lMq ............................................. 

Requests t o  appeal: 
Pos tcomic t ion  remedy: 

Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
Prohib i t ion  .............................................. 
Cer t io ra r i  ............................................... 
Miscellaneous ............................................ 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Tota l  other cases ............................................. 

57Zf 
170 

742f 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Of 
Of 
Of 
Of 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

7f 

673j 
222 
895 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
6 

12 
18 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
181 

527 
141 
668 

__ 

3 
16 
22 

2 
28 
23 

4 
98 
10 

108 

23 
1 7  
1 
0 

21  
62 

170 
- 

72% 
25% 
9728 
- 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

__ 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing reques ts :  

Other matters:  
Motion fo r  rehearing ......................................... 
Motions ...................................................... 
Foreign bar admissions, bar exam, and diploma ................ 
Pe t i t i on  t o  appoint counsel on denia l  of 

postconviction motion ...................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 

Tota l  other proceedings ......................................... 

913i 

34 

NIA 
N I A  

N I A  
Nln 

34i 

838 9728 

-- 32 

389 
583 

Manner of d i spos i t ion  Disposit ion of appeals 

C i v i l  Crimlnal Tota l  - ~ -  Tota l  
88 270 Published wr i t ten  opinion ... Affirmed ............... 182 

Unpublished per curiam ....... 101 Dismissed .............. 2 2 1  26 247 
Published per curiam ......... 26 Reversed ............... 76 21 97 

Terminated without opinion ... 292 Afflrmed/reversed ...... 16 2 18 
Affirmed/dismissed ..... 2 0 2 
Affirmedlmodlfied ...... 9 3 1 2  
Vacated ................ 7 1 8 

Time i n t e r v a l  (median months) 

C i v i l  opinions 

Docketed da te  t o  f i l i n g  da te  of appe l l an t ' s  b r ie f  ............ 2.30 
Fi l ing  da te  of appe l l an t ' s  b r ie f  t o  f i l i n g  da te  of 

respondent's b r ie f  .......................................... 1.23 
Fi l ing  da te  of respondent's brief t o  da te  of submission ...... 16.07 
Date of submission t o  da te  of decision ....................... 1.37 
Date of decision t o  da te  of r emi t t i t u r  ....................... 2.07 
Total  time--docketing da te  t o  da te  of r emi t t i t u r  ............. 23.90 

Disposit ion of o r ig ina l  proceedings 

Granted ................. 3 
Modified and aEfirmed ... 1 
Discipline imposed ...... 10 

Criminal opinions Tota l  opinions 

1.40 2.07 

1.67 
13.57 

1.83 
.70 

20.07 

1.33 
15.83 

1.37 
1.97 

23.07 

Boldface headings ind ica t e  'the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N / A  - This case type is handled by the cour t ,  but the data a re  unavailable.  -- - Not applicable.  

fgeginning pending f igu re  fo r  the 1978 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igu re  f o r  the 1977 cour t  year: 

SChange in pending does not equal the d i f fe rence  between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ione :  

bats are  not canplete:  

The f igures  a re  as reported in the  1977 annual repor t .  

Figuree a re  as given by the adminis t ra t ive  o f f i ce  of the cour t .  

Tota l  other fases  f i l e d  end t o t a l  cases f i l e d  f iu re s  do not include requeats t o  appeal cases f i l ed .  
Tota l  other proceedings f i l e d  only include the number of motions fo r  rehearing f i l ed .  

Civi l  appeals f i l e d  include two re ins t a t ed  caaea. 
Criminal appeals f i l e d  include one r e i n s t a t e  cases. 

Pursuant t o  a new procedure adopted st the beginning of the 1976-77 term, "no merit" cases a re  now docketed a s  regular criminal cases by the 

jExplanstion of data included in the category: 

lrAdditional informetion: 

c l e r k  of court .  There were 65 of these cases docketed in FY 1977-70. 

Source: Figures were suppiied by the adminis t ra t ive  o f f i ce  of the court  during da ta  ve r i f i ca t ion .  
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UISCONSIN CIRCUIT CDUBT AND CDmrPY COURTb 
C o u r t  af general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

26 circuits. 7 0  c o u n t i e s ;  181 judges 
J a n u a r y  1. 1 9 7 8  t o  D e c a h e r  31. 1 9 7 8  

End 
pending 

F i l e d  Disposed 
Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l d :  
T o r t :  

O t h e r  tort: 
P e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  ............................................ 
Money judgment and r e p o s s e s s i o n  ............................ 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Contes t ed  small claims ....................................... 
Rea l  p r o p e r t y  ................................................ 
H a r r i a g e  d i s s o l u t i o n :  

S n a l l  claims: 

Real p r o p e r t y  rights: 

D o o e s t i c  relations: 

Divorce  .................................................... 
Annulment .................................................. 
Lega l  s e p a r a t i o n  ........................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
R e c i p r o c a l  s u p p o r t  ......................................... 
Enforcement  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
O t h e r  d o r e s t i c  relations: 

P a t e r n i t y / i l l e g i t i m a c y  ..................................... 
E. l c d i f t c a t i o n  ............................................... 
Termina t ion  of p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  ............................. 
Other  f a m i l y  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Suppor t l cus tody :  

E s t a t e :  
Prohate/uills/intestate: 

Guardianshiplccaservatorship/trusteeship: 
E s t a t e s  .................................................... 
Guard iansh ips  .............................................. 
T r u s t s  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
O t h e r  p roceed ings  .......................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
P r o t e c t i v e  placement  ......................................... 
Commitments .................................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Appeals  and r ev iews  .......................................... 
Writs ........................................................ 
P r o p e r t y  damage and c o n t r a c t s  ................................ 
Other  c i v i l  .................................................. 

T o t a l .  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

O t h e r  estate: 

Mental hea l th :  

Appeal :  

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  w r i t :  

O t h e r  c i v i l :  

C r i n i n a l d  : 
Felony ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Other c r i m i n a l :  

C o n t e s t e d  f o r f e i t u r e s  ........................................ 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

T r a f f i c :  
DUl/IIUX : 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
D r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... 
Other  c o n t e s t e d  t r a f f i c  ....................................... 
J u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

8. 890 
10.811 
19.  701 

17. 806 

1. 923 

22. 375 
165 
552 

23. 092 

3. 348 
379 

3. 727 
389 

5. 047 
46 

27 5 
2 .  218 
7. 586 

34.  794 

15. 910 

15.  837 
9. 339 

25. 176 

843 
41. 929 

322 
4 08 
730 

1. 097 

227 

10 .  408 

16 .  336 

134. 543 

5.  928 

8. 205 
8. 936 

2. 683 

19. 824 

2. 737 

31. 104 
NIA 

31. 104i 

33. 841i 

7 .  330 
11. 254 
18.584 

64. 925 

2. 593 

23. 882 
135 
224 

24. 241 

3. 531 
349 

3. 880 
1. 784 

7 .  549 
52 

1. 275 
2. 165 

11. 0 4 1  
40. 946 

18. 156 

3.  109 
776 

3. 885 

5 .  510 
27. 551 

695 
2.302 
2. 997 

94 2 

240 

1 7 .  140  
12 .  488 
29. 628 

188. 406 

15. 855 
19. 624 

7.  498 .- 

42. 977 

8 .  051 

74. 525 
3 

74. 528 

82. 579 

6.  689 
9. 084 

15. 773 

62. 308 

1. 910 

19. 111 
112 
234 

19.  457 

1. 80s 
211 

2 .  016 
1 .  530 

7.  414 
27 

1. 095 
1. 236 
9.  772 

32. 775 

16 .  173  

2. 347 
563 

2 .  910 

4. 8 5 5  
23.  938 

144 
1. 936 
2. 080 

841  

197 

14 .  895 
11. 411 
26. 306 

166. 128 

14 .  106 
17. 490 

6. 709 

38. 305 

6. 265 

65. 316 
2 

65. 318 

71. 583 

9. 56% 
13. 0108 
22.  5738 

20.  4138 

2. 6398 

27. 1268 
1958 
5678 

27. 8886 

5. 0828 
5198 

5. 6018 
6442 

5. 1548 
698 

455 
3. 1526 
8. 8308 

42. 9638 

17.  9 8 6  

16 .  62213 

26. 1 7 7 8  

1. 5328 
45. 6978 

9.  5558 

873 
7756 

1. 64% 

1. 2278 

2778 

12. 6908 
7. 0436 

19. 7338 

15 7.  1706 

10. 0079 
11. 1258 

3. 4698 

24.  6018 

4 .  5156 

4 0 .  3 5 6  
NIA 

40.  358g1 

44. 873g i  
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Wisconsin C i r c u i t  Court and Ccunty C a m t  (continued) 

.Iuvenile: 
C r i m i n a l t y p e  offense: 

S t a t u s  offense: 

N a r o f f  ense : 

O t h e r  juvenile:  

Delinquency/offenses ......................................... 3,179 15,466 14,551 4,0978 

In need of supervision ....................................... 822 7,750 7,392 1,1758 

Dependency and neglec t  ....................................... 698 4,020 3,810 90% 

Other matters ................................................ 29 342 327 44 

T o t a l  juveni le  .................................................. 4,728 27,578 26,080 6.22% 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 192,9361 341,540 301,096 232,86%i 

Tr ia ld i  

c i v i l :  
Small clam .................. 18 
D m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ............ 76 
E s t a t e  ........................ 1 
Other c i v i l j  .................. 494 

T o t a l  .......................... 589 

Felony ......................... 315 
U i d e m a n o r  ................... 177 
O t h e r  crininal ................ 23 

T o t a l  .......................... 515 

DUI/DUI ....................... 176 
O t h e r  adul t  t r a f f i c  ........... 301 

T o t a l  .......................... 477 

Criminal: 

Traf f ic :  

Jwenile: 
C r i m i n a l - t y p e  o f fense  ......... 22 
S t a t u s  offense ................ 1 
Other juveni le  ................ 2 

Tota l  .......................... 25 
Grand t o t a l  ..................... 1,606 

Non-jury 

3,125 
10,398 

1,350 
2,974 

17,847 

1,147 
1,494 

965 
3,606 

1,457 
10,368 
11,825 

1,315 
373 
473 

2,161 
35,439 

T o t a l  

3,143 
10,474 

1,351 
3,468 

18,436 

1.462 
1,671 

988 
4,121 

1,633 
10,669 
12,302 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average days)i 

Average age of casea at  d ispos i t ion :  
c i v i l :  

S d l  clam ....................... 
D m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ................. 
E s t a t e  ............................. 
Other c i v i l  ........................ 

Felony  .............................. 
Mide6zanor .......................... 
Other criminal ...................... 
DWIIDUI ............................. 
Other adul t  t r a f f i c  ................. 
C r i n i n a l - t y p e  dfense ............... 
S t a t u s  dfense ...................... 
Other j u v e n i l e j  ..................... 

C r i n i n a l :  

T r a f f i c :  

Jwenile: 

118 
311 
521 
27 7 

133 
102 
80 

103 
98 

55 
34 
46 

1,337 
374 
475 

2,186 
37,045 

Age of pending cases (months)i 

L e s s  12 t o  15 t o  18 t o  Over Average age 
24 (months) than m e  1 t o  2 2 t o  3 3 t o  4 4 t o  5 5 t o  6 6 t o  9 9 t o  12 15  18 24 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - 
Civi l :  
Small clains ............ 913 793 776 604 774 593 1,736 1,614 1,275 1,437 1,158 2,120 15.1 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ...... 1,381 1,928 2,033 1,772 1,757 1,680 3,958 3,449 2,283 2,125 3,235 8,866 20.3 
E s t a t e  .................. 1,246 1,310 1,381 1,223 1,173 1,231 3,166 3,224 2,045 1,746 2,838 25.114 79.4 
Other civilj ............ 2,160 2,105 1,951 1.726 1.554 1,634 3,962 3,504 2,787 2,473 3,349 10,508 19.9 

Felony .................. 577 553 494 443 485 379 880 727 648 709 749 1,224 15.2 
Misdemeanor ............. 628 592 563 413 367 342 708 565 435 541 751 1,595 1 7 . 1  
O t h e r  criminal .......... 340 297 181 160 150 157 329 298 304 335 384 534 15.2 

DlfI/DUI 485 436 449 356 309 297 572 440 286 243 454 188 8.6 
Other adul t  t r a f f i c  ...... 2,608 2,339 1,882 1,721 1,456 1,378 2,583 1,843 1,405 1,638 2,013 1,040 9.0 

C r i m i n a l :  

Traf f ic :  ................. 
Juvenile:  

C r i m i n a l - t y p e  d f e n s e  ... 488 403 322 240 210 175 382 372 345 454 264 49 8.4 
S t a t u s  offense. .......... 244 112 92 60 55 28 116 154 124 96 82 12 7.9 
Other juveni le1  ......... 99 59 51 34 26 46 92 127 116 83 58 20 9.4 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
EI/A = This  case type is handled by t h e  cour t ,  but the data are unavailable.  

b p a r t i c u l a r  cour t  or repor t ing  system information: 
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  co l lec ted  separa te ly  by Milwaukee County, which i s  not a p a r t  of the  otherwise s t a t e v i d e  i n f o r m a t i m  system. Hilvaukee County 

da ta  were included i n  the caseload inventory char t ,  but no data  f r m  Milwaukee County were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  inc lus ion  i n  t h e  t r i a l ,  age of 
pending, or t i m e  i n t e r v a l  char t s .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted with the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r imina l  case u n i t  of count is the number of informations or indictments.  
A j w e n i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n  is counted wi th  the  d i s p o s i t i o n  of a formal p e t i t i o n .  
A t r i a l  is counted when any testimony is taken. 

Pendiog f i g u r e s  f o r  o ther  traffic v i o l a t i o n ,  t o t a l  t r a f f i c  cases,  and grand t o t a l  cases do not include juveni le  t r a f f i c  cases.  
As a r e s u l t  of the ex is tence  of two separa te  s t a t i s t i c a l  information systems (see  footnote  b), da ta  f r a n  the  c o u r t s  i n  Milvaukee Camty a r e  

i . D a t a  a r e  not complete: 

not a v a i l a b l e  t o  be included in t r i a l ,  age of pending, or time i n t e r v a l  char t s .  
-1Explanation of da ta  included in the category: 

Cases included i n  the  "other c i v i l "  category for  t r ial ,  age of pending, and t i m e  i n t e r v a l  d a t a  are torts. real praper ty  r i g h t s ,  mental  
hea l th .  appeals. ext raord inary  urits, and o ther  c i v i l  cases f o r  a l l  a r e a s  of the state except f o r  Milwaukee Ccunty (see footnote  h). 

Cases included in the  "other j w e n i l e "  category f o r  t r i a l ,  age of pending, and time i n t e r v a l  c h a r t s  are dependency and neglect and o ther  
jwenile cases f o r  a l l  a r e a s  of the s t a t e  except f o r  Milwaukee Camty ( s e e  footnote  b). 

Source: Unpublished da ta  supplied by t h e  Off ice  of the  Administrator of the  Courts. S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  the  unpublished da ta  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed vhere necessary. 
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WISCONSIN KUNICIPAL JUSTICE oOWTi 
Cmrt of U n i t e d  ju r i sd i c t ion  

219 cmrts, 219 jueticesc 
January 1. 1978 t o  Decmber 31. 1978 

End 
pending Fi led  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

.................................................. Total criminal N/A N/A 19,6151 NIA 

Traf f ic :  ........................................................ Parkiw NJA N/A 116,7111 N/A 
O t b e r  t r a f f i c  v io la t ions :  ...................................................... Tra f f i c  - N/A N/A 79,3731 N/A 

................................................... Tota l  t r a f f i c  N/A N/A 196,0841 NIA 

Grand t o t a l  NIA N/A 215,6991 NIA ...................................................... 
Boldface headings ind ica te  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N/A - T h i s  case type is handled by the  cour t ,  but the da ta  are unavailable.  

CJudge inf o m t i o n :  

dCase de f in i t i on  or un i t  of court:  

iData are not ccmplete: 

One hundred and s ix ty  three  municipal j u s t i ce s  reported s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  1978. The municipal j u s t i c e  an spends average of 2 112 hours on the  
bench and another 3 hours on r e l a t ed  cour t  vork each week. 

Tbe criminal case un i t  of count is the number of canpla in ts .  

Data vere  reported fo r  163 of the  219 court  loca t ions .  

Source: Data were supplied by the o f f i ce  of the s t a t e  court  administrator during da ta  ve r i f i ca t ion  except that t o t a l s  have been computed where 
necessary. 
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WYOMING COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- General appellate jurisdiction in 

civil and criminal cases from District 
Court. 

ordinary writs. 
- Original jurisdiction to hear extra- 

. 
DISTRICT COURT (9) 1 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil. 
- General jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Exclusive juvenile code jurisdiction 

(excluding ordinance and traffic 
violations). 

Appeals on taped records. 

Jury trials. L-1--l 
JUSTICE COURT (34) 
34 justices of peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000 except 

title to real estate. 
- Misdemeanors (fine less than $100, 

sentence less than 6 months), pre- 
liminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

, 

I 

MUNICIPAL COURT (31) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over municipal 

ordinance violations (fine less than 
$200, sentence less than 3 months). 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 1 
Courts of 

limited 
jurisdiction 

Indicates route ot appeal. t 
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WYOMING SUPREME COURT 
C a r t  of last r e s o r t  

5 justices 
January 1. 1978 t o  December 31. 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

- I_cI_ qp? 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

__-__ 

Cases : 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ X 
Crimfnal ..................................................... X 

T o t a l  appeals ................................................. X 

Original proceedings _- 

__ 

0 t her cases  : ......................................... X 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. X 

107 
40 

147 
__ - 

X 
X 
X 
- 

x 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
- 

T o t a l  cases  ..................................................... 122 157 147 132 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  Time i n t e r v a l  (average months) S t a t u s  of pending cases  (12/31/78) 

Opinion ........ 97m Docketing t o  matur i ty  ................ 4.0 Not matured ........................... 49 
Order .......... 42 Maturity t o  argument ................. 2.4 Matured ............................... 7 

Under advisement ...................... 48 
Argument t o  opinion .................. 3.2 Set ................................... 28 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of c a s e s  

Dismissed .............. 42 

--____- 
Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  €or  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  he included in the t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

mInEormation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  da ta :  
The 97 opinions c losed  105 cases .  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  suppl ied  by the  c l e r k  of t h e  Supreme Court and t h e  O f f i c e  of the  Court Coordinator.  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  t h e  
unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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WYOMING DISTRICT OURTi 

9 d i s t r i c t s ,  15 judges  
January 1, 1978  t o  December 31, 1978  

C o u r t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  I I 

End 
pendingi Byni3 e n d i n  F i l e d  Disposedi \ 

E s t a t e :  

- 
Civ i ld i :  

Probatelvillslintestate: 
P r o b a t e  .................................................... N/A 2,1901 

O t h e r  c i v i l  .................................................... 3 ,808  9,393 - 
N/A 

9 ,178 - 
N / A  

4,023i 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 3 ,80Sf 11,583 9,1781 4,023i 

Crimioald:  
Felony: 

Cr imina l  ..................................................... 604i 1 ,404 1,3551 653i - 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 6041 1,404 1,3551 6531 

J u v e n i l e :  
- - - I_ 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N I A  957 N/A N / A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 4,41Zi 13,944 10,5331 4,676i 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

Ju+ Non-jury Total D e f a u l t  .......... 3,378 
C i v i l  .......... 2,346 2,402 Di smissa l  ........ 3,312 
C r i m i n a l  ....... 60 252 312 Other  ............ 86 

T o t a l  ........... 116 2,598 2,714 

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

G u i l t y  p l ea  ............. 600 
Dismissa l  ............... 366 
Othe r  ................... 77 

Bc ld face  head ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = T h i s  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t  b u t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by c a t e g o r y .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of coun t :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of coun t  is the  number of i n fo rma t ions .  
The t r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  is no t  c o n s i s t e n t  s t a t e w i d e .  

T o t a l  c i v i l  pending and d i sposed  f i g u r e s  do not  i n c l u d e  any estate d a t a .  
Grand t o t a l  pending and d i sposed  cases do not  i n c l u d e  any estate o r  j u v e n i l e  d a t a  or cases f i l e d  b e f o r e  1974 f o r  any o t h e r  case type .  

E s t a t e  f i l i n g  f i g u r e  was s u p p l i e d  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  c o o r d i n a t o r  du r ing  d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

iData a r e  n o t  complete:  

k p e c i a l  s o u r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  in t h e  d a t a ;  

Source:  Unpublished d a t a  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Court  Coord ina to r .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h i s  unpubl ished source  excep t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have 
been computed where necessa ry ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  ccurt c o o r d i n a t o r  during d a t a  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  - 

WYOIIING JUSTICE COURT ' 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

34 c o u r t s ,  3 4  j u s t i c e s  of the peace 
January 1, 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled in t h e  J u s t i c e  Court  f o r  1978. 

WYONING IILRIICIPAL COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

31 c o u r t s  
J a n u a r y  1. 1978 t o  December 31, 1978 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  ca8es handled i n  t h e  Munic ipa l  Court  f o r  1978. 
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Appendix A: technical discussion of estimation procedures 

A. C a l c u l a t i o n  of Missing and Incomplete Data 

Least  squares  r e g r e s s i o n  w a s  used t o  estimate 
t h e  t o t a l  volume of f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  
t r i a l  and a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  f o r  1978. The proce- 
dure  followed i s  similar t o  t h e  one t h a t  was used 
t o  estimate t h e  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  f o r  the  1976 and 
1977 e d i t i o n s  of the  Annual Report. The same o r  a 
reduced number of independent v a r i a b l e s  i n  each 
r e g r e s s i o n  equat ion  were used t o  p r e d i c t  1978 f i l -  
i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s  a s  were i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  
extended s tudy conducted f o r  t h e  1976 and 1977 
Annual Reports. The c o e f f i c i e n t s  of each regres-  
s i o n  equat ion  were es t imated ,  u s i n g  a l l  complete 
s t a t e - l e v e l  case load  da ta .  F'uerto Rico and Guam 
were n o t  included i n  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  procedure o r  
i.n t h e  1978 es t imated  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  t h a t  were 
subsequent ly  devel  oped. 

The c r i t e r i o n  used t o  i d e n t i f y  which v a r i a b l e s  
b e s t  p r e d i c t e d  the case load  f i g u r e s  was t h e  coef- 
f i c i e n t  of v a r i a t i o n  (R2) which t e l l s  what per- 
c e n t  of t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  v a r i a b l e  being pre- 
d i c t e d  i s  expla ined  by v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  independent 
v a r i a b l e s .  The c o e f f i c i e n t  of v a r i a t i o n  can have 
any v a l u e  between 0% and 100%. The combination of 
independent v a r i a b l e s  and v a r i a b l e  t ransformat 'ons  
t h a t  produced the  h i g h e s t  R2 f o r  each d a t a  he- 
ment being p r e d i c t e d  was chosen as t h e  p r e d i c t i v e  
equat ion  f o r  t h a t  d a t a  element. The equat ions  t h a t  
were developed t o  estimate t h e  1978 n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  
a r e  d iscussed  below. 

Appel la te  Courts  

Courts  of l a s t  r e s o r t :  

F i l i n g s  = -2.5 + 1.04 x 1977 c o u r t  of l a s t  ( 1 )  
r e s o r t  f i l i n g s  

D i s p o s i t i o n s  = 75 + .90 x 1978 c o u r t  of ( 2 )  
l a s t  r e s o r t  f i l i n g s  

The number of miss ing  d a t a  p o i n t s  t h a t  i t  was 
necessary  t o  estimate w i t h  t h i s  p a i r  of equat ions  
w a s  s m a l l .  Complete f i l i n g  d a t a  were suppl ied  by 
42 of t h e  51 p o s s i b l e  s t a t e s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s  were 
g iven  f o r  45. Only two s t a t e s  were unable  t o  sup- 
p ly  complete d a t a  f o r  e i t h e r  f i l i n g s  o r  d i s p o s i -  
t i o n s .  

I n  prev ious  y e a r s ,  a p p e l l a t e  f i l i n g s  were found 
t o  be c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  popula t ion  f i g u r e s .  The 
c o e f f i c i e n t  between e s t i m a t e s  of 1976 popula t ion  
and f i l i n g s  i n  t h e  c o u r t  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  1976 was 
.90; t h e  R2 v a l u e  i n  1976 was 81%. I n  1977 i t  
dropped t o  54%. But f o r  1978 i t  dropped even 
lower, t o  35%. This  va lue  was judged t o  be unac- 
ceptab ly  low, so another  v a r i a b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  cur-  
r e n t  year  a p p e l l a t e  f i l i n g s  was needed. Current 
y e a r  a p p e l l a t e  f i l i n g s  were found t o  be c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  a p p e l l a t e  f i l i n g s  f o r  t h e  preceeding 
year .  Using 1977 f i l i n g s  i n  c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  
t o  p r e d i c t  1978 f i l i n g s ,  we  c a l c u l a t e d  an  R2 
v a l u e  of 98%. The new p r e d i c t i v e  equat ion  f o r  
f i l i n g s  i n  c o u r t s  of  l a s t  r e s o r t  i s  given as equa- 
t i o n  ( 1 )  and w a s  used t o  e s t i m a t e  f i l i n g  f i g u r e s  
f o r  t h e  n i n e  s t a t e s  t h a t  provided incomplete 
da ta .  D i s p o s i t i o n s  were es t imated  from c u r r e n t  
y e a r  f i l i n g  f i g u r e s ,  as they had been done i n  t h e  

p a s t .  For  those  states wi th  no f i l i n g  d a t a ,  t h e  
estimate of t h e  f i l i n g  f i g u r e  from equat ion  (1)  
was used as the  independent v a r i a b l e  i n  equat ion  
( 2 ) .  

Whether o r  n o t  complete d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
t h e  state,  estimates of i t s  f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i -  
t i o n s  were c a l c u l a t e d  us ing  t h e s e  equat ions  so t h a t  
the  reader  can  make an e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  q u a l i t y  
of the  e s t i m a t i o n  equat ions .  The e s t i m a t e s  f o r  
each s t a t e  are g iven  i n  Table A. These numbers 
should be compared t o  the  a c t u a l  f i l i n g s  and d i s -  
p o s i t i o n s  f o r  each s t a t e  t h a t  a r e  g iven  i n  t h e  
second and t h i r d  columns of Table 2 i n  P a r t  I of 
t h i s  repor t .  

In te rmedia te  Appel la te  Courts 

F i l i n g s  -22.5 + 1.03 x 1977 in te rmedia te  ( 3 )  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  
f i l i n g s  

D i s p o s i t i o n s  = -111 + 1.03 x 1978 ( 4 )  
in te rmedia te  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  
f i 1 ing s 

As w a s  t h e  c a s e  wi th  the  c o u r t  of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  
almost a l l  states repor ted  complete d a t a  f o r  f i l -  
ings  and d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  in te rmedia te  appel-  
l a t e  c o u r t s .  The method used t o  estimate t h e  f i l -  
ing and d i s p o s i t i o n  volume f o r  c o u r t s  of l as t  re-  
s o r t  w a s  used h e r e ,  a l s o .  Of t h e  27 states w i t h  
in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  1978, only two 
d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  complete f i l i n g  d a t a  and two d i d  
not  r e p o r t  d i s p o s i t i o n  da ta .  Populat ion f i g u r e s  
were a l s o  r e j e c t e d  a s  acceptab le  f o r  e s t i m a t i n g  
f i l i n g  f i g u r e s  f o r  in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  
(The R2 v a l u e  w a s  22%.) Previous y e a r  f i l i n g s  
were found t o  be good p r e d i c t o r s  of c u r r e n t  year  
f i l i n g s  (R2 va lue  of 99%) f o r  in te rmedia te  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  as was found with c o u r t s  of l a s t  
r e s o r t .  The new p r e d i c t i v e  equat ion  (3)  was 'cal- 
c u l a t e d  using d a t a  from 24 states. Data from t h e  
new in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  i n  Kansas, t h e  
Court of Appeals, were not  included i n  the estima- 
t i o n  of equat ion  ( 3 )  s i n c e  t h a t  c o u r t  was c r e a t e d  
dur ing  1977 and t h e r e f o r e  only had f i l i n g  d a t a  f o r  
t h e  6-month per iod.  

The s t a t e - b y - s t a t e  estimates f o r  f i l i n g  and 
d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  
based on equat ions  ( 3 )  and ( 4 1 ,  a r e  given i n  Table  
A. They may be compared t o  t h e  a c t u a l  d a t a  given 
i n  columns e i g h t  and n i n e  of Table 2 i n  P a r t  I of 
t h i s  r e p o r t .  

T r i a l  Courts 

Data f o r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  were est imated by c a s e  
ca tegory :  c i v i l ,  c r i m i n a l ,  t r a f f i c ,  and juve- 
n i l e .  Far  fewer s ta tes  repor ted  complete d a t a  f o r  
g e n e r a l  and f o r  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  than  
f o r  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  As a r e s u l t ,  the  estimates 
of t h e  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  of c a s e s  f i l e d  and disposed 
i n  t r i a l  c o u r t s  a r e  not  as a c c u r a t e  as t h o s e  g iven  
f o r  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  
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TABLE A: Estimates of filings and dispositions in courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts in 1978 by state 

C o u r t ( s )  of l a s t  r e s o r t  I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  

S t a t e  F i l e d  Disposed F i l e d  Disposed 

Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  637 639 
Arizona. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 , 0 0 3  1 ,070  2 , 0 9 6  2 ,139  

r. Alabama.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  848 672 1 ,223a 1,201a -- -- 

-- -- Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  721 598  
C a l i f o r n i a . . . . .  ............... 
Colorado. ..................... 
Connect icu t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Delaware. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...... 
District of Columbia.......... 
F l o r i d a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Georgia . .  ..................... 
Hawai i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Idaho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I l l i n o i s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Indiana. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Iowa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Kentucky ...................... 
Louis iana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Maine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Naryland.. .................... 
Massachuse t t s . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... 
Hichigan ...................... 
Xinnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
M i s s i s s i p p i  ................... 
Missour i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Montana. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Nebraska. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Kevada. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
N e w  Hampshire ................. 
New Jersey .................... 
Kew Mexico. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
New York.. .................... 
North Caro l ina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
North Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Oklahoma. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Oregon ........................ 
Pennsylvania  .................. 
Rhode Is land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
South C a r o l i n a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
South Dakota... . .  ............. 
Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Utah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Vermont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

4 ,013  3 ,668  
764 839 
906 886 
3 7 7  398 

1 ,409  1 , 2 3 4  
2 , 3 4 8  2 ,528  
1,558 1 ,423  

327 410 
388 379 

1 , 1 8 6  1 , 1 9 4  
494 492 

1 ,282  1 ,409  
( b )  ( b )  
480 7 65  

2 ,361  2 , 2 2 8  
393 453 
580 599 

1 , 3 7 4  1,305 
1 , 5 6 5  1 , 5 4 0  
1 ,042  1 , 0 7 5  

829  7 68  
693 625 
487 538 
635 643 

1 , 1 3 7  998  
326 352 

1 , 6 5 7  1 , 5 5 8  
657 660 

3 ,514  3 , 2 2 1  
4 83 559 
1 9 1  246 

1 ,579  2 ,243  
2 ,  086a 828a 

921 7 55 
1 , 6 1 3  1 , 5 4 0  

443 473 
505 714 
298 325 
914 803 

659 634 
377 396 

5 ,971a  5 ,395a  

11 ,873  12 ,610  
1 ,189  1 ;042~ 

9 ,998  9 ,749  
2,227 1 , 9 5 1  

-- -- 
-- -- 

4 , 5 5 3  4,437 
936 812 
391  270 
(b)  705  

2 , 0 1 0  1,508 
2 ,512  2 ,349  

1 ,620  1 ,584  
1 ,228  971  

-- -- 

5 ,476  5 ,300  
-_ -- 

2,242 2 ,214  

6,204 6 ,176  
616 444 

1 ,137  1 , 4 6 1  

8 , 2 8 7  7 ,669  
388 351 

2 ,450  3 , 0 9 1  
6 ,603a  6 , 6 9 7 a  

9 ,330a  9 ,509a  

-- -- 

-- -- 
1 ,545a 1,357a 
2 ,059  2 ,128  -- -- 

1 , 7 2 8  -- -- V i r g i n i a  ...................... 2 ,013  
Washington .................... 663 660 2 ,086  2 ,047  
West V i r g i n i a  ................. 898 713 
Wiscons in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  940 916 
Wyoming ....................... 150  215 

-- -- 
-- -- 
-- -- 

Not a p p l i c a b l e .  These s t a t e s  do not have an i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t .  -- = 

f o r  t h e  two c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  Oklahoma and i n  Texas and f o r  t h e  two i n t e r m e d i a t e  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  Alabama, New York, Pennsylvania ,  and Tennessee were added toge ther  
before  they were analyzed.  

An 
i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  was c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  middle of 1977 ,  so i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  
d a t a  f o r  1977 r e p r e s e n t e d  only 6 months of a c t i v i t y .  The j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Kansas c o u r t  of 
last r e s o r t  w a s  changed as a r e s u l t  of t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  new c o u r t ,  so those  d a t a  between t h e  
two years  were not comparable. Actual  d a t a  repor ted  f o r  t h e s e  c o u r t s  were used i n  t h e  
c a l c u l a t i o n  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l  f i l i n g  and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s .  

bThese d a t a  from Kansas were not included i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  and no e s t i m a t e s  were made f o r  them. 
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c i v  i 1: 

F i l i n g s  = 11,190 + .056 x t o t a l  s ta te  (5) 
expendi tures  

D i s p o s i t i o n s  = -10,310 + .98 x t r i a l  c o u r t  ( 6 )  
c i v i l  f i l i n g s  

Equat ion  ( 5 )  i s  based on d a t a  from 21 s t a t e s ,  
w h i l e  equat ion  (10) i s  based on d a t a  from only 
14. Data from C a l i f o r n i a  were excluded from equa- 
t i o n  ( 6 )  when a graph of t h e  d a t a  demonstrated 
t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i -  
t i o n s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  was very  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  Since 
t h e  f i l i n g  and d i s p o s i t i o n  volume i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i s  
much g r e a t e r  t h a n  i t  i s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  i t  would 
have had an undue i n f l u e n c e  on the  e s t i m a t e s  had 
it been included i n  e q u a t i o n  ( 6 ) .  Inc luding  Cal i -  
f o r n i a  would a r t i f i c i a l l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  R 2  v a l u e  
b u t  would a l s o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e r r o r  i n  t h e  e s t i m a t e  
of t h e  number of  f i l i n g s  i n  a l l  of t h e  o t h e r  
s ta tes .  Therefore ,  C a l i f o r n i a  was excluded from 
t h e  development of e q u a t i o n  ( 6 )  and no estimate of 
c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i s  g iven  i n  Table 
B.  

The e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  volume of c i v i l  f i l i n g s  
and d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  t r i a l  c o u r t s  i n  a l l  s t a t e s  but  
C a l i f o r n i a  a r e  g iven  i n  Table B. These f i g u r e s  
may be compared t o  columns e i g h t e e n  and n i n e t e e n  
i n  Table 18 i n  P a r t  I of t h i s  volume. 

Criminal :  

F i l i n g s  = 34,768 + .037 x t o t a l  s ta te  

D i s p o s i t i o n s  = 231 + .92 x t r i a l  c o u r t  (8) 

( 7 )  
popula t ion  

c r i m i n a l  f i l i n g s  

Equat ion  ( 7 )  w a s  based on d a t a  from 17 states,  
w h i l e  e q u a t i o n  (8) was based on d a t a  from 15 
states. 

The e s t i m a t e s  of c r i m i n a l  f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i -  
t i o n s  for a l l  states are g iven  i n  Table B and may 
be compared t o  columns e i g h t e e n  and n i n e t e e n  i n  
Table  30 i n  P a r t  I of t h i s  volume. 

T r a f f i c  : 

F i l i n g s  = 4,484 + .26 x s ta te  popula t ion  ( 9 )  
l i v i n g  w i t h i n  s tandard  
m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t i s t i -  
c a l  areas (SMSA pop) 

D i s p o s i t i o n s  = 7,485 + .93 x t r i a l  c o u r t  (10) 
t r a f f i c  f i l i n g s  

The procedure used t o  estimate t h e  number of 
t r a f f i c  c a s e s  f i l e d  and d isposed  d u r i n g  1978 was a 
modi f ica t ion  of t h a t  used f o r  1976. A few s t a t e s  
i n c l u d e  parking c a s e s  a s  a p a r t  of t h e i r  t r a f f i c  
case load;  most do not .  I n  order  t o  prevent  those  
few s ta tes  t h a t  inc lude  parking cases  from i n f l a t -  
ing  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  s ta tes  t h a t  do n o t  i n c l u d e  
park ing  c a s e s  i n  t h e i r  c a s e l o a d ,  parking c a s e s  
were s u b t r a c t e d  from t h e  t r a f f i c  case load  where 
p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  equat ion  w a s  e s t i -  
mated. The states r e p o r t i n g  complete t r a f f i c  d a t a  
from which park ing  c a s e s  could  be e l imina ted  were 

C a l i f o r n i a ,  Hawaii, I l l i n o i s ,  and New Jersey .  
Equat ion ( 9 )  was e s t i m a t e d  wi th  complete t r a f f i c  
f i l i n g  d a t a  (minus parking c a s e s )  from 1 7  s t a t e s ,  
while  equat ion  (10) was es t imated  with complete  
d i s p o s i t i o n s  minus parking c a s e s  from 14. The 
estimates g iven  f o r  t r a f f i c  c a s e s  i n  Table B a r e  
f o r  a l l  t r a f f i c  c a s e s  except  parking.  When t h e  
e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  number of t r a f f i c  c a s e s  f i l e d  and 
disposed dur ing  1978 were c a l c u l a t e d ,  a l l  known 
parking d a t a  were added back i n t o  t h e  t o t a l ,  
whether they were complete or not .  S i n c e  t h e  d a t a  
es t imated  and g iven  i n  Table B do not  i n c l u d e  a l l  
t r a f f i c  c a s e s ,  they  a r e  not d i r e c t l y  comparable t o  
any of t h e  t a b l e s  conta ined  i n  P a r t  I of t h i s  
r e p o r t .  

J u v e n i l e  : 

F i l i n g s  = -7,578 + 20.9 x/SMSA pop (11) 

(12)  D i s p o s i t i o n s  = 5,712 + .95 x t r i a l  c o u r t  
j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g s  

Complete j u v e n i l e  d a t a  were r e p o r t e d  by more 
s ta tes  than  were d a t a  f o r  any o t h e r  c a t e g o r y  of 
t r i a l  c o u r t  cases .  F i l i n g  e s t i m a t e s  were based on 
d a t a  from 33 s t a t e s ;  d i s p o s i t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  were 
based on d a t a  from 22.  However, t h e  R2 v a l u e  
f o r  measuring t h e  adequacy of t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  equa- 
t i o n  was lower f o r  j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g s  t h a n  i t  was 
f o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  equat ions .  This  i s  probably 
a r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  way each s ta te  counts  
j u v e n i l e  cases .  Equat ion (11) produced n e g a t i v e  
e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  numbers of t h e  c a s e  f i l i n g s  f o r  
two s t a t e s ,  because of t h e  l a r g e  n e g a t i v e  i n t e r -  
c e p t  t e r m  and t h e  smal l  number of people  who l i v e  
i n  SMSAs i n  t h o s e  two states.  When c a l c u l a t i n g  
t h e  e s t i m a t e  of t h e  t o t a l  number of j u v e n i l e  cases 
f i l e d ,  complete d a t a  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  bo th  of 
t h e  s ta tes ,  so t h e  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l  e s t i m a t e  was un- 
e f f e c t e d  by those  two estimates. 

B. C a l c u l a t i o n  of t h e  E s t i m a t e s  of Nat iona l  T o t a l s  

For each of t h e  twelve c a t e g o r i e s  of d a t a  
represented  above by an e s t i m a t i o n  equat ion ,  a n  
estimate of t h e  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l  volume was ca lcu-  
l a t e d .  The b e s t  e s t i m a t e  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f i g u r e  
f o r  each of t h e  twelve c a t e g o r i e s  of d a t a  w a s  
i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  each  s t a t e .  Complete d a t a  were 
used when they  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e .  Where complete  
d a t a  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  estimate of t h e  
a c t u a l  f i g u r e  t h a t  w a s  generated by t h e  appropr i -  
a t e  e s t i m a t i o n  e q u a t i o n  w a s  used. Actual  f i g u r e s  
or  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  a l l  50 s t a t e s  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia were added t o g e t h e r  t o  produce t h e  es t i -  
m a t e s  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s .  For t r a f f i c  f i l i n g s  
and d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  park ing  c a s e s  t h a t  had been re- 
moved from a n a l y s i s  a t  ear l ier  s t a g e s  of t h e  esti-  
mation procedure a s  d i s c u s s e d  above were added in-  
t o  t h e  t o t a l  of o t h e r  t r a f f i c  c a s e s  t o  produce t h e  
estimates of f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s  f o r  a l l  
t r a f f i c  cases .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  of t o t a l  
f i l i n g s  were added t o g e t h e r  by l e v e l  of c o u r t  t o  
produce e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  t o t a l  number of c a s e s  
f i l e d  i n  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and i n  a l l  t r i a l  
c o u r t s .  Tota l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  f o r  a p p e l l a t e  and 
t r i a l  c o u r t s  were produced i n  a s i m i l a r  manner. 
The estimates of case load  volume f o r  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  i s  g iven  i n  Table  1 and f o r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  i n  
Table 14 i n  P a r t  I of  t h i s  volume. 
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TABLE B: Estimates of filings and dispositions of civil. criminal. traffic. and juvenile cases in trial courts in 1978 
by state 

......................................................................................................................... 
C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  T r a f  f ica J u v e n i l e  

?La?? .................... F i l e d  Disposed F i l e d  Disposed ................ F i k d  D i s p o s e d _ - - -  F i l e d  Disxmed 
Alabama ............... 
Alaska ................ 
Arizona ............... 
Arkansas .............. 
C a l i f o r n i a  ....... LLLLL 
Colorado .............. 
Connect icu t  ........... 
Delaware .............. 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia .. 
F l o r i d a  ............... 
Georgia ............... 
Hawaii ................ 
Idaho ................. 

178. 848 
95. 132 

133. 492 
96. 034 

1.447. 3 94 
153. 801 
231. 819 

48. 535 
102. 748 
372. 681 
223. 188 
106. 358  

52. 766 

165. 070 
13. 127 

120. 593 
83. 861 

. ( b )  
144. 157 
193. 199 

37. 283 
144. 906 
457. 992 
208. 550 

22. 693 
36. 927 

176. 322 161. 825 
49. 573 18. 802 

127. 734 117. 296 
117. 507 107. 923 

136. 927 125. 721 
' 149. 037 83. 797 

56. 847 52. 330 
59. 505 26. 197 
-----I-_----__ 371. 927 302. 699 

229. 930 210. 955 
69. 067 37. 257 
68. 403 27.009 

-.877,9'1 1. .____ 72%52.-- 

597. 420 562. 348 24. 282 23. 202 
50. 488 87. 866 1. 296 1. 238 

453. 020 428. 234 20. 132 19. 237 
219. 679 211. 515 11. 615 8. 769 

( b )  al-. 87. 392 100. 547 
556. 272 524. 1 3 1  23. 157 16. 036 
705. 273 307. 242 27. 059 14. 193 
105. 948 105. 886 5. 601 8. 315 
176. 742 57. 043 9. 594 6. 100 

l-lll-_ll__- 1.891. 145 1.988. 967 49. 254 47. 064 
743. 609 698. 123 27. 993 32. 338 
188. 499 189. 564 10. 171  7. 411 

43.587 205.644 604 7.563 .............. 456. 918 474. 941 2. 341.981 2. 390.103 55. 681  271885 I l l i n o i s  551. 734 666. 017 
L~~a_n_a_:r:rr:r:::_tLt --2LL?L6_ ---_ _10_110_2_5--- ___1351838_ ___-- 2_16_220__-_ __ _l_-_i____ 971. 328  909 2 621 _____ ___l______l__ 33. 106 23. 302 
Iowa 162. 319 130. 718 142. 539 162. 469 279. 739 184. 572 1 4 .  129  5. 919 

14. 220 24. 816 Kansas 129. 431 116. 611 120. 904 111. 036 282. 039 255. 595 
Kentucky 176. 761 152. 465 168. 088 187. 063 407. 783 231. 430 18. 698 32. 597 
L o u i s i a n a  223. 978 209. 324 185. 146 169. 912 644. 702 606. 262 25. 528 24. 393 
Maine ----__--I-- ------- -- ---_- 76. 234 64 .  445 ___ 75. 935 69,821-_ 68. 122 70  II 754 I________ 2 .  859 5. __ 112 

Massachuse t t s  474. 449 454. 939 246. 803 226. 419 1.270. 862 1.187. 818 38. 983 50. 747 
49. 591 47. 386 Nichigan  546. 826 525. 912 374. 511 343. 460 1.913. 636 1.784. 804 

Ninnesota  253. 933 238. 699 182. 635 167. 611 663. 359 623. 590 26. 007 24. 850 
f21SS~S5~~&::::::::::L ---L18,1.6_9_ I__- L0_6,155--_ --_12_% 627 _ _ _ _ _  116,281-_- -___ 16% e25 -_--_ L64,516-- 8. 799 

29. 209 17. 707 id i ssour i  190. 412 172. 947 214. 608 196. 913 794. 980 745. 835  
Montana 55. 925 44. 530 63. 825 58. 725 53. 043 56. 749 1. 539 1. 471 
Nebraska 87. 403 60. 041 92. 401 84. 914 183. 132 77. 571 9. 910 4. 469 
Nevada 57. 392 45. 969 61. 314 56. 424 142. 495 139. 829 7. 793 7. 446 
N_e_w-.mEhire ---I--- ---- -------__--4_4,586_-_ 55. 982 -____I-________ 67. 775 62 L--- 345 ___I_I___-_ 75. 502 86 _L-- 896 __ 4. 199 4. 102 

1.723. 232 1.075. 888 46. 666 88. 272 New J e r s e y  440. 263 446. 342 306. 356 345. 054 
Kew Mexico 62. 288 80. 993 74. 459 109. 015 87. 990 5. 799 3.  642 74. 034 

75. 266 71. 919 New York 1.541. 152 1.500. 958 4.381. 058 4.015. 348 4.013. 447 3.735. 037 
North C a r o l i n a  340. 131 318. 528 246. 655 379. 356 649. 302 765. 225 25. 647 20. 667 

Ohio 504. 573 592. 994 433. 326 39. 938 2.192. 725 2.044. 013 ( b )  201. 176 
Oklahoma 141. 446 128. 393 142. 318 130. 662 414. 428 392. 391 18. 913 7 .  779 

17. 627 14. 004 Oregon 155. 493 142. 167 127. 439 117. 025 375. 580 356. 311 
56. 703 35. 703 Pennsylvania  588. 628 400. 933 472. 831 433. 567 2.418. 142 2.253. 372 

Rhode - --- --- I s l a n d  --- -- - - -- ----- -__----I_---_-_- 83. 849 71  L 913 I______ 70. 101 2 4 k 7 7 _ -  224. 279 __ 215 -L__ 787 _____ 11. 820 11. 294 
17. 251 16. 484 South C a r o l i n a  132. 646 119. 763 147. 044 134. 993 364. 590 346. 103 

South Dakota 48. 253 37. 007 60. 207 55. 409 54. 066 57. 699 1. 635 1. 562 
Tennessee  273. 000 257. 396 199. 508 183. 075 702. 973 660. 382 27. 002 25. 801 

59. 764 57. 106 Texas 509. 030 488. 849 533. 122 488. 822 2.653. 528 2. 47 1. 991 
Utah -------------------- -- -- ----_----___-_ 76. 629 !%8_22--- ________________ 85. 128  78,248_--_ _ _ _ _  Z6_z,LLb_ _ _ _ _ _  15L6_66_-_ 22. 210 22 328 

11. 623 53. 155 17. 890 4. 484 73. 539 0 1. 048 Vermont 39. 735 
V i r g i n i a  348. 593 507. 928 299. 587 310. 844 866. 797 846. 760 ( b )  121. 074 
Washington 215. 516 162. 694 178. 242 127. 871 690. 194 1.243. 105  26. 684 16. 632 
West V i r g i n i a  101. 789 89. 505 105. 656 97. 062 175. 975 170. 924 9.  556 5.  843 

28. 300 26. 352 Wisconsin 299. 176 174. 442 205. 747 188. 792 756. 388 709. 992 

.................. 
................ .............. ............. ................. 

Maryland .............. 358. 916 341. 646 190. 278 126. 081 900. 789 642. 059 31. 594 23. 377 ......... 
.............. 
............. 

9.  208 .............. ............... .............. ................ ......... ............ ............ 
.............. ........ .......... North Dakota 48. 704 37 449 58. 804 17 .  387 61. 989 65  058 -______-____I___ 2.  344 5 .  455 .................. .............. ................ .......... .......... ........ .......... ............. ................. .................. ............... 
.............. ............ ......... 
............. 

2%: "gr r: rr r ::::: : 1: : -_-- 2 9, 925 ______ 2_8_ 2E - - - -__ - _?!?16s_L - - __ - _46_, 629 _ _  __ ______ 4684 ______ LLL549 ______  ___ - 0 _-- 9 1 4  

a T r a f f i c  e s t i m a t e s  do n o t  i n c l u d e  park ing  c a s e s  . 
bNo e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  f o r  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  s i n c e  t h e y  were n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r e d i c t i v e  e q u a t i o n  . The a c t u a l  numbers 

were used f o r  t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  of t h e  1978 estimates of t h e  n a t i o n a l  f i l i n g  t o t a l s  f o r  t h e s e  t y p e s  of c a s e s  . 
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A l l  t h e  r e p o r t e d  estimates of t h e  n a t i o n a l  should be  cons idered  as "ba l lpark"  e s t i m a t e s  of 
t o t a l  case load  f i g u r e s  g iven  i n  Tables 1 and 1 4  t h e  a c t u a l  d a t a .  Theydmay be compared t o  t h e  mid- 
are a c t u a l l y ' t h e  midpoints  of ranges of numbers, p o i n t s  of t h e  ranges  t h a t  were r e p o r t e d  a s  e s t i -  
each of which c o n t a i n  t h e  a c t u a l  number i t  i s  mates of t h e  t o t a l  case load  i n  t r i a l  and a p p e l l a t e  
meant t o  estimate. A s  such,  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  are c o u r t s  i n  t h e  1976 Annual Report and t o  t h e  numbers 
r e p o r t e d  a s  round numbers i n  Tables 1 and 14 and g i v e n  i n  t h e  1977 Annual Report. 
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Appendix B: Sources of 1978 state court caseload statistics 

COURTS OF INTERMEDIATE GENERAL LIMITED 
STATE LAST RESCRT APPELLATE COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS JUR I SD ICT ION COURTS 
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Alabama ..... Annual Report, 1978 
(unpubi lshed) 
(The A d m i n l s t r a t l v e  
D i r e c t o r  o f  the Cour ts l  

Annual Report, 1978 Annual Report, 1978 
(unoublished) (unpubl ishedl  

Annual Report, 1978 
(unpubl ishedl  
(The Admin is t ra t ive D i r e c t o r  
o f  t h e  Courts) 

(The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
o f  the Courts) and unpubllsh- o f  t h e  Courts) 
ed data provided by t h e  c l e r k  
o f  t h e  Court o f  C i v i l  Appeals 
and the Cour t  o f  Cr iminal  
Appea i s 

(The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

_ _  Alaska ...... Alaska Cour t  System, 1978 
Annual Report (Admlnls- 

Alaska Court System, 1978 
Annual Report ( A d m l n i s t r a t l v e  

Alaska Cour t  System, 1978 
Annual Report (Admin ls t ra t lve 
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Courts) and 
memo from c l e r k  t o  Just ices 
of  Supreme Court e n t i t l e d  
"Supreme Court A c t i v i t y  1978" 

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Cour ts l  t r a t l v e  D l r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

Arizona ..... 

Arkansas .... 

The Arizona Courts, 1978 
J u d i c i a l  Report (Arlzona 

The Arizona Courts, 1978 
J u d i c i a l  Report (Arizona 

The Arizona Courts, 1978 The Arizona Courts, 1978 
J u d i c l a l  Report (Arizona J u d i c i a l  Report (Ar izona 

Supreme Court) Supreme Court) Supreme Court1 Supreme Caurt) 

Fourteenth Annual Report, 
1978 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  
(Executive Secretary, 
J u d l c l a i  Department) 

1979 Annual Report o f  t h e  
A d m i n l s t r a t l v e  O f f i c e  of  
t h e  C a l l f o r n l a  Courts 
( J u d i c i a l  CounclI of 
C a l i f o r n i a )  and 
unpubllshed data provided 
by the Admln is t ra t lve 
O f f l c e  of  t h e  Courts 

-- Fourteenth Annual Report, 1978 
J u d i c l a l  S t a t l s t l c s  (Execu- 
t i v e  Secretary, J u d i c i a l  
Department) 

C o u r t c e n t ?  Anndai ? e m r t ,  i97d 
J d c i c i a i  STatisTiCs (Cxec-t lve 
Secretdry, JJa ic iB i  Deparr- 
-. 

ment) 

C a l i f o r n i a  .. 1979 Annual Report o f  t h e  
A d m l n i s t r a t l v e  O f f I c e  of  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
C a l l f o r n l a  Courts ( J u d i c i a l  C a l i f o r n i a  Cour ts  ( J u d i c l a l  
Counci l  o f  C a l i f o r n i a )  and Counci l  of C a l i f o r n i a )  and 
unpublished data provided by 
t h e  A d m i n l s t r a t l v e  O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  Courts t h e  Courts 

1979 Annual Report o f  t h e  

unpubllshed data prov ided by 
t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D f f f c e  o f  

unpublished data provided by 
t h e  AdmInis t ra t lve O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  Courts 

Colorado .... 

Connecticut . 

Annual S t a t l s t l c a l  Report 
o f  t h e  Colorado Judfc iary ,  
1977-70 (Of f  i c e  of  t h e  
State Court Admln ls t ra tor )  
__ 

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report of Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report o f  
t h e  Colorado J u d i c i a r y  t h e  Colorado Judic iary ,  
1977-78 ( O f f i c e  o f  t h e  State 1977-78 ( O f f i c e  o f  the State 
Court Admin is t ra tor )  Court Admin is t ra tor )  
- 

-- 

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report o f  
t h e  Colorado Judic iary  1977-78 
( O f f i c e  o f  the State Court 
Admin is t ra tor )  

B iennia l  Report o f  t h e  Con- Blennla l  Report o f  t h e  Con- 
n e c t i c u t  J u d i c i a l  Department 
1976-78 (Chief Court Admlni- 
s t r a t o r ,  J u d l c l a l  Department) 
and unpublished data prov ided 
by the O f f l c e  o f  t h e  Chlef 
Court Admin is t ra tor  

- 

B l e n n l a l  Report o f  t h e  
Connectlcut J u d i c i a l  De- 
partment 1976-78 (Chlef 
Court Admin is t ra tor ,  
J u d l c i a l  Department) and 
unpublished data provided 
by t h e  O f f l c e  o f  the 
Chief Admln ls t ra tor  

1978 Annual Report o f  t h e  
Delaware J u d l c l a r y  
(D1 rector ,  Admi n I s t r a t  I v e  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Cour ts l  

n e c t i c u t  J u d l c i a l  Department 
1976-1978 (Chief Court Admini- 
s t r a t o r ,  J u d l c l a l  Department) 

Delaware .... 1978 Annual Report o f  t h e  
Delaware J u d l c l a r y  (Di rector ,  
Admln is t ra t lve O f f l c e  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

1978 Annual Report ( J o f n t  
Committee on J u d l c l a l  Admlni- 
s t r a t l o n  I n  t h e  D i s t r l c t  o f  
Columbia and Executive 
O f f i c e r 1  

1978 Annual Report o f  the 
Dei aware Jud I c i  ary (Di rector ,  
Admln is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of  t h e  
Courts) 

1978 Annual Report ( J o i n t  
Commlttee on J u d i c i a l  Admlni- 
s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  
Columbia and Executive O f f i c e r )  

D i s t r i c t  o f  
Columbia .... 

F l o r i d a  ..... F i o r i a a  J u d i c i a l  System 
S t a t l s t l c a l  Report 1978 
( O f f I c e  of Srate Cour ts  

F i o r l a a  J u d i c i a l  System Sra- F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  System Sta- 
t i s t i c a .  9eporr 1978 ( O f f l c e  t l s t l c a i  Qeporr 1978 ( O f f i c e  
of S t a t e  CoLrrs Aarn ln is t ra tor )  of Slate C o w l s  Aarn ln is t ra tor )  

F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  System S t a -  
t i s t i c a l  Report 1978 ( O f f i c e  
o f  State Courts Admin is t ra tor )  
and Supreme Cour t  o f  F l o r i d a  
January and June Terms, 1978 
(unpublished) (Clerk of  the 
S u p r a  Court) 

Unpublished data provided by 
t h e  Clerk  o f  t h e  Supreme Court 
and "Analysis o f  t h e  cases and 
enumerations o f  e r r o r  decided 
by t h e  Supreme Court o f  
Georgia" (J.A. Weintraub and 
P.A. Meriuether) 

Georgla ..... F i f t h  Annual Report 
( A d m l n i s t r a t l v e  O f f i c e  o f  
the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by F i f t h  Annual Report 
the Clerk o f  t h e  Court o f  (Admln ls t ra t lve O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Appeals Cour ts l  

Guam ........ _- -- 

(continued on next page) 

1978 Annual Report (Superior 
Court o f  Guam) 

l 
-- l n d l c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  has no c o u r t  a t  t h i s  leve l .  
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Hawaii ....., -- State o f  Hawaii: Annual Report 
1977-1 978 (Admin is t ra t ive 
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Courts) 

State of Hawaii: Annual 
Report 1977-78 ( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Courts) and 
unpublished data prov ided by 
t h e  Off I c e  of  the 
A d m i n l s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

S t a t e  of  Hawall: Annual 
Report 1977-78 (Adminls- 
t r a t l v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

Idaho ....... 

I l l i n o i s  .... 

_- _- The Idaho Cour ts  1978 Annual 
Report and Appendix (Admini- 
s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Courts) 
- _ _ _  

Idaho Cour ts  1978 Annual 
Report (Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  
of  t h e  Courts) 
- 

1978 Annual Report o f  t h e  
Supreme Court o f  I i I i n o i s  
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f l c e  o f  t h e  
I i I i n o i s  Courts) 

1978 Annual Report o f  t h e  
Supreme Court o f  I i l l n o l s  
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  
I l l i n o i s  Courts) 

1978 Indiana J u d l c i a l  Report 
( D i v i s i o n  o f  State Court 
Admln is t ra t lon)  

1978 Annual S t a t l s t l c a i  
Report (Court Admin is t ra tor  
o f  t h e  J u d l c i a l  Deoartnmnt) 
- 

1978 Annual Report o f  t h e  
Supreme Court o f  I I I l n o l s  
(Admin ls t ra t ive O f f i c e  of  t h e  
I i i l n o l s  Courts) 

1978 Indiana J u d i c i a l  Report 
( D i v i s i o n  o f  State Cour t  
Admln ls t ra t lon l  

1978 Annual S t a t l s t l c a l  
Report, Iowa J u d i c l a r y  (Cour t  
Admin is t ra tor  o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  
Deoartment) 

Indiana ..... 

Iowa .. .. . . . . 

1978 Indiana J u d i c l a l  Report 
( D i v i s i o n  of  State Court 

1978 Indiana J u d l c l a l  
Report ( D i v i s i o n  of State 
0 
- 

Adrn/n i s t r a t  ion)  

1978 and 1979 Annual S t a t i s -  
t i c a l  Resports (Court 
Admin is t ra tor  o f  t h e  Judic ia l  
Ceoartment) 

Kansas ...... Not a v a i l a b l e  Annual Report on t h e  Courts o f  
Kansas, J u l y  1. 1977 through 
June 30, 1978 ( O f f i c e  o f  
J u d i c i a l  Admin is t ra t ion)  

Annual Report, 1978 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

Annual Report on t h e  Courts 
of  Kansas, J u l y  1, 1977 
through June 30, 1978 ( O f f i c e  
of J u d i c i a l  Administration) 

Annual Report, 1978 
( A d m i n l s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of  
t h e  Courts) 

Annual Report on t h e  Courts 
o f  Kansas, J u l y  1, 1977 
through June 30, 1978 ( O f f l c e  
of  J u d i c i a l  Admin is t ra t ion)  

Annual Report 1978 
( A d m i n l s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

Kentucky .. . . 

Louis iana ... 

Annual Report, 1977 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  Courts) 

J u d i c i a l  Counci l  Annual Report 
w i t h  1978 S t a t i s t i c s  and 
Related Data ( J u d i c i a l  Adrnin- 
i s t r a t o r )  

J u d i c i a l  Counci l  Annual 
Report wi th  1978 S t a t l s t l c s  
and Related Data ( J u d l c i a l  
Admin is t ra tor )  

J b a i c l a l  Counci l  Ann.al 
Rppcrt " i t n  1978 S t a t l s t l c s  
anc R e l a t e r  Data ( J L d i c i a l  

J u d i c i a l  Counci l  Annual 
Report w i t h  1978 S t a t l s -  
t l c s  and Related Data 
( J u d i c l a l  Admin ls t ra tor )  Admin is t ra tor )  

Ma I ne . . . . . . . 

Maryland .... 

Massachusetts 

Annual Report 1978 (Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Courts) 

Annual Report 1978 (Adminis- Annual Report 1978 
t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Courts) (Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of  

t h e  Courts) 

Annual Report 1977-78 
(Admln ls t ra t lve O f f i c e  o f  the 
Courts) 

Unpublished data suppl ied by 
the Suprem J u d i c i a l  Court 

Annual Report 1977-78 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f l c e  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

Unpublished data suppl ied by 
the Supreme J u d i c i a l  Cour t  

Annual Report 1977-78 Annual Report 1977-78 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  ( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  
Courts) t h e  Courts) 

Annual Report--The O f f i c e  of  Annual Report--The O f f i c e  
t h e  Chief  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Jus- o f  t h e  Chief  Admlnlstra- 
t l c e  of t h e  T r i a l  Court, 1978 t i v e  Just ice of  t h e  T r i a l  
(Chief Admin is t ra t ive J u s t i c e )  Court,  1978 and 1979 (Chief 

Admln is t ra t lve Just ice)  

Annual Report 1977-78 ( S t a t e  Annual Report 1977-78 
Court Admin is t ra tor )  (State Court 

Admin is tator )  

Unpublished data suppl ied by Unpublished data suppl ied 
the O f f i c e  of  t h e  State Cour t  by t h e  O f f l c e  o f  t h e  
Admin is t ra tor  State Court Admin is t ra tor  

F l r s t  Annual Report F i r s t  Annual Report 
(MI ss Is5 ipp i Jud i c i a I ) (Miss iss ipp i  J u d i c i a l  
Counci I Counci I )  

Michigan .... 

Minnesota ... 

M i s s l s s l p p i  . 

Annual Report 1978-79 
( S t a t e  Court Admin is t ra tor )  

Annual Report 1978-79 (State 
Court Admin is t ra tor )  

Unpublished data suppl ied by 
t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  State Court 
Admln is t ra tor  

12th and 13th Annual S t a t i s -  
t i c a l  Reports 1977, 1978 
(Executive Assistant, Supreme 
Cour t )  

-- i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  has no c o u r t  a t  t h l s  leve l  (contlnued on next page) 
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Sources of 1978 state court caseload statistics (continued) 
COURTS OF INTERMED I ATE GENERAL LIMITED 

STATE LAST RESORT APPELLATE COURTS JURISDICTION WURTS JUR I SD I CT I ON COURTS 

Missouri .... J u d i c i a l  Department of J u d l c l a l  Department of J u d i c l a l  Department of J u d i c i a l  Department o f  
Missouri Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Missour i  Annual S t a t i s t l c a l  Missour i  Annual S t a t i s t l c a l  Missour i  Annual S t a t i s t i -  

Report 1978 ( O f f i c e  o f  the Report 1978 ( O f f i c e  of  t h e  Report 1978 ( O f f i c e  o f  t h e  c a l  Report 1978 ( O f f i c e  
State Court Admin is t ra tor )  State Court Admin is t ra tor )  State Cour t  Admin is t ra tor )  o f  the State Court 

~ 

Admin is t ra tor )  

b n t a n a  . . . . . 1978 Annua I Report (Montana 
Supreme Cour t )  

1978 Annual Report Not a v a i l a b l e  
(Mantana Supreme Cour t )  

Nebraska .... The Courts o f  Nebraska 1978 - The Cour ts  of  Nebraska 1978 The Cour ts  o f  Nebraska 
( O f f i c e  o f  t h e  State Court (Of f ice of  t h e  State Court 1978 ( O f f i c e  o f  t h e  State 
Admin is t ra tor )  and unpublished 
data provided by the Clerk unpubllshed data prov ided 
o f  t h e  Supreme Court 

Admin is t ra tor )  and unpublished Gt Adminis t ra tor )  and 
data prov ided by t h e  O f f i c e  
of  t h e  State Cour t  Adminis- by t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  State 
t r a t a -  Court Admln is t ra tor  

Nevada ...... unpublished data provided by 
t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  
the Courts 

New Hampshire Seventeenth B i e n n i a l  Report 
o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Counci l  of t h e  
S t a t e  o f  New Hampshire 
(Chairman, J u d i c i a l  Counci l )  

New Jersey .. Annual Report 1977-78 
(Admin is t ra t ive D i r e c t o r  o f  
t h e  Courts) 

New Mexico .. Annual Report 1978 ( J u d i c i a l  
Department o f  t h e  State of 
New Mexico) 

New York .... F i r s t  Annual Report 1979 
(Chief Admin is t ra tor  o f  the 
Courts) 

North Supreme Court Caseload 
Caro l ina .... S t a t i s t i c s ,  Spr ing Term 1978; 

F a l l  Term 1978 (unpublished) 
(Clerk o f  Supreme Court) 

Nor th Dakota. Annual Reports, 1977. 1978 
(North Dakota J u d i c i a l  
Counci I) 

Ohio ........ Ohio Courts Summary 1978 
( O f f i c e  o f  the Admin ls t ra t ive 
D i r e c t o r )  

Oklahoma .... Seport on t h e  Judic iary  1978 
(Admin ls t ra t ive D i r e c t o r  o f  
t h e  Courts) 

Oregon . ,..... 

Adminls t ra tor )  

Annual Report 1977-78 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D l r e c t w  o f  
the Courts) 

Annual Report 1978 ( J u d i c l a l  
Department o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
New Mexico) 

F i r s t  Annual Report 1979 
(Chief Admin is t ra tor  of t h e  
Courts) 

Nor th Caro l ina Cour ts  1978 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Courts) and unpublished data 
from Clerk  o f  Court o f  Appeals 

Ohio Courts Summary 1978 
( O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Admin is t ra t ive 
D i r e c t o r  1 

Report on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1978 
( A d m i n l s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
the Courts) 

Admin is t ra tor )  

Unpublished data prov ided by 
t h e  Clerk  o f  t h e  2nd D i s t r i c t  

Not a v a l l a b l e  

Annual Report 1977-78 
(Admin is t ra t ive D l r e c t o r  
of the Courts) 

Annual Report 1978 ( J u d i c i a l  
Department o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
New Mex ico)  

F i r s t  Annual Report 1979 
(Chief Admin ls t ra tor  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

Nor th Carol ina Courts 1978 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

Annual Report, 1978 
(North Dakota Jud Icl a I 
Counci l )  

Ohio Courts Summary 1978 
( O f f i c e  o f  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
D i r e c t o r  1 

Report on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1978 
(Admin is t ra t ive D i r e c t o r  o f  
the Courts) 

Admin is t ra tor )  

Annual Report 1977-78 and 
Proceedings i n  t h e  
Municipal Courts, Sept I, 
1977 t o  Aug. 31, 1978 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
o f  the Courts) 

Annual Report, 1978 
( J u d i c i a l  Department o f  
t h e  State o f  Mexlco) 

F l r s t  Annual Report 1979 
(Chief Admin is t ra tor  of 
the Courts) 

North Caro l ina Courts 1978 
( A d m i n l s t r a t l v e  O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  Courts) 

Annual Report, 1978 
(North Dakota J u d l c i a i  
Counci I ) 

Ohio Courts Summary 1978 
( O f f i c e  o f  the Adminis- 
t r a t l v e  D i r e c t o r )  

Report on t h e  Judic iary  
1978 (Admin ls t ra t ive 
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Courts) 

24th and 25th Annual 
Reports R e l a t i n g  t o  
J u d i c i a l  Admln is t ra t ion 
i n  t h e  Courts o f  Oregon, 
1977 and 1978 ( O f f i c e  of  
t h e  State Court Admlnis- 
t r a t o r )  

- 

(continued on next  page) -- Indicates t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  has no c o u r t  a t  t h i s  l e v e l  
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F'ennsylvanla. 1978 Annual Report 
(Admln ls t ra t lve O f f i c e  of  t h e  
Pennsylvania Courts) 

Fuer to Rlco.. Annual Report 1977-78 ( O f f I c e  
o f  Court Admln ls t ra t lon)  

Fhode Island. Report on t h e  Judlc lary ,  1978 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  the 
Courts) 

(Nouth Unpublished data prov lded by 
Caro l ina .... t h e  Clerk  o f  t h e  Supreme Court 

?outh Dakota. Benchmark: B i e n n i a l  Report o f  
t h e  South Dakota U n l f l e d  
J u d l c i a l  System FY 1978- 
1979 (State Court Admln- 
I s t r a t o r ' s  O f f i c e )  and unpub- 
I lshed data provided by t h e  
Clerk o f  t h e  Supreme Court 

- 

Tennessee ... 1978 Annual Report (Executlve 
Secretary. Supreme Cour t  o f  
Tennessee) 

Texas ....... 50th Annual Report 1978 
(Texas J u d i c i a l  Counci l1 

Utah ........ Unpublished data provided 
by t h e  Clerk o f  t h e  Supreme 
Court 

Admin is t ra tor1 

S t a t e  of  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Reports 
1977, 1978 ( O f f i c e  of t h e  

Executlve Secretary, Suprene 
Court) 

V i r g i n i a  .... 

1978 Annual Report 1978 Annual Report 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f l c e  of  t h e  ( A d m l n l s t r a t i v e  O f f l c e  o f  t h e  
Pennsylvanla Courts) Pennsylvanla Courts) 

-- 

Annual Report 1977-78 ( O f f i c e  
of  Court Admin is t ra t ion)  

Report on t h e  Judic iary ,  1978 
( A d m l n l s t r a t l v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

Annual Report, 1979 
(The J u d i c i a l  Department o f  
South Carol Ina)  

Benchmark: A Biennual Report 
o f  t h e  South Dakota U n l f l e d  
J u d i c l a l  System, FY1977-1978 
(State Cour t  Admln is t ra tor 's  
O f f i c e )  

1978 Annual Report (Executlve 1978 Annual Report (Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court o f  Secretary, Supreme Court o f  
Tennessee) Tennessee) 

50th Annual Report 1978 50th Annual Report 1978 
(Texas J u d l c l a l  Counci l1 (Texas J u d i c l a i  Counci I )  

Annual Report, Utah Courts 
J u l y  1, 1977-June 30, 1978 
(Utah J u d i c i a l  Councl I )  

1978 Annual Report 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  Pennsylvania Courts) 

Annual Report 1977-78 
(Off i c e  of  Court 
Admin is t ra t ion)  

Report on t h e  Judiciary, 
1978 ( A d m l n l s t r a t i v e .  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Courts) 

Annual Report, 1979 
(The J u d l c l a l  Dapartmeni 
of South Carolina) 

- 

_- 

1978 Annual Report 
(Executive Secretary, 
Supreme Court o f  Tennessee) 

50th Annual Report 1978 
(Texas Judic ia l  Councl i )  

Annual Report, Utah Courts 
Ju ly  1, 1977-June 30, 1978 
(Utah J u d i c i a l  Counci I )  
ana " u v e n i l e  Court f o r  t h e  
State o f  Ltan, Annual Re- 
sort. 1978 (Aamln ls t ra t lve 
O f f i c e  of  Juveni le  Cour t )  

J u d i c i a l  S t a t l s t l c s  f o r  Year J u d i c i a l  S t a t l s t l c s  f o r  
Ending June 30, 1978 Year Ending June 30, 1978 
(Off I c e  o f  the Cour t  (Off Ice of  t h e  Court 
Admin is t ra tor )  Admi n I s t r a t o r )  

S t a t e  of t h e  J u d l c l a r y  Report 
- 1978 (Of f ice o f  t h e  Execut ive 
Secretary. Supreme Cour t )  Executive Secretary, 

S t a t e  of t h e  Judlc lary  
Report 1978 ( O f f l c e  of  the 

SuDreme Court) 

Washington .. 22nd Annual Report 1978 22nd Annual Report 1978 22nd Annual Report 1978 22nd Annual Report 1978 
(Of f lce o f  t h e  Admin is t ra tor  ( O f f l c e  o f  t h e  Admin ls t ra tor  ( O f f l c e  o f  t h e  Admin is t ra tor  ( O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
f o r  the Courts) fa t h e  Courts) f a  t h e  Courts) A d m l n i s t r a t w  fw the 

Courts) 

West Unpubllshed data prov ided by 
V i r g i n l a  .... A d m l n l s t r a t i v e  O f f l c e  o f  t h e  

Courts 

'disconsln ... Unpubllshed data provlded by 
t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  A d m l n i s t r a t w  
of  the Courts 

'Wyoming ..... Unpubllshed data f r m  t h e  
Clerk  o f  t h e  Supreme Court and 
t h e  Of f  i c e  o f  the Court 
Coord l n a t w  

Unpubllshed data prov ided 
by the Admin ls t ra t lve 
O f f l c e  of  t h e  Courts O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Courts 

Unpublished data prov lded by 
t h e  Off I c e  o f  the by t h e  O f f l c e  o f  t h e  
Admln ls t ra tor  o f  t h e  Courts Admin is t ra tor  o f  t h e  Courts 

Unpubllshed data prov lded by 
t h e  O f f i c e  o f  the Courts 
Coord I n a t o r  

Unpublished data provided 
by t h e  Admln ls t ra t ive 

Unpublished data provided 

Not a v a i l a b l e  

-- i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the s t a t e  has no c o u r t  a t  t h i s  level.  



NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS 
Na t iona l  Court  S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  

USER EVALUATION 
S t a t e  Court  Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  Annual Repor t ,  1978 

Dear Reader:  
The Na t iona l  Court  S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your comments and 

sugges t ions  about t h i s  r e p o r t .  We have provided t h i s  form f o r  whatever 
op in ions  you wish t o  expres s  about i t .  Please c u t  ou t  bo th  of t hese  pages,  
s t a p l e  them t o g e t h e r ,  and m a i l  t o  t h e  p r e p r i n t e d  addres s .  

IThank you f o r  your he lp .  

1. Forewhat purpose d id  you use t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

I 2 .  For t h a t  purpose,  t h e  r epor t -  17 M e t  most of my needs 

I 17 Met some of my needs 17 M e t  none of my needs 

3 .  How w i l l  t h i s  report '  be u s e f u l  t o  you? I 
13 Other  ( p l e a s e  spec i fy) -  I 17 Data source  

17 Teaching material 

11 Reference f o r  a r t i c l e  o r  r e p o r t  

17 General  i n fo rma t ion  

I 1  Criminal  j u s t i c e  program planning  

17 W i l l  no t  be u s e f u l  t o  me - 
( p l e a s e  e x p l a i n )  

- - 
4 .  Which p a r t s  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  i f  any, were d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand o r  u se?  

How could they  be improved? 

- --- 



5. Can you p o i n t  o u t  s p e c i f i c  p a r t s  of t h e  t e x t  o r  t a b l e  n o t e s  t h a t  are not  
c lear  o r  terms t h a t  need t o  be d e f i n e d ?  

6 .  A r e  t h e r e  ways t h i s  r e p o r t  could be improved t h a t  you have not  mentioned? 

-- -I 

7 .  P l e a s e  s u g g e s t  o t h e r  t o p i c s  you would l i k e  t o  see addressed  i n  f u t u r e  
r e p o r t s  u s i n g  s t a t e  c o u r t  case load  d a t a .  

8. In what c a p a c i t y  d i d  you use  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

13 Researcher  13 Educator  

13 C r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  agency employee 

17 S t u d e n t  

_l_l 

13 Government o t h e r  than  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  - S p e c i f y  

1-I Other  - S p e c i f y  



9. If you used this report as a governmental employee, please indicate the 
level of government. 

17 Federal 17 County 17 Other - Specify 

17 State 13 Municipal 

.O. If you used this report as a criminal justice agency employee, please ' 

indicate the sector in which you work. 

17 Law enforcement (police) 

17 Legal services and prosecution 

17 Corrections 
17 Parole 

17 Public or private defense services 

17 Courts or court administration 

17 Probation 

17 Criminal justice planning 

u Other criminal justice 
agency - Specify type 

I_ 

.1. If you used this report as a criminal justice employee, please indicate 

17 Program or project manager 
17 Statistician 

17 Other - Specify 

the type of position you hold. Mark all that apply. 

17 Agency or institution administrator 

17 General program planner/evaluator/ 

11 Budget planner/evaluator /analys t 

analyst 

17 Operations or management planner/ 
evaluator/analyst 

L2. Additional comments 



Affix 
Postage 

National Court Statistics Project 
National Center for State Courts 
300 Newport Avenue 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

(fold here) 

(Optional) 

Name Telephone ( ) - 

Number and street 

City State Zip 
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