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▪ Your audio is muted during the webinar.

▪ The webinar will be recorded and shared with registrants.

▪ Questions can be submitted through the chat function and 

will be held until the end of the webinar and answered as 

time allows.
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Agenda
▪ Define Infant/Toddler Courts 

▪ Overview of Model

▪ Review Outcomes

▪ Highlight components of Infant/Toddler Courts in relation to 

Family Treatment Courts

▪ Hear from the Field

▪ Question/Answer Session



Deborah Taylor Tate

TN Administrative 
Office of the Courts 
Director



Tennessee Safe Baby 
Courts

Stephanie Etheridge 

TN Supreme Court



TN Safe Baby Courts - History

2017
Grundy 

County pilot 
established

2016

Davidson 
County pilot 

established with 
AIMHiTN 

2018

Public Chapter 366 
established Coffee, 

Johnson, Knox, 
Madison, and Stewart 

Counties 

2019
Public Chapter 
383 established  

Anderson, 
Dickson, Henry, 
Jefferson, and 

Rutherford 
Counties

TCA 37-1-902

TCA 37-1-903



Tennessee 

Safe Baby 

Courts

Tennessee is the first state to put a statewide 

emphasis on prevention cases in Safe Baby Courts.

2016:  Blue

2017:  Green  

2018:  Purple                                              

2019:  Orange                             



Tennessee 

Safe Baby 

Courts

Tennessee Safe 

Baby Courts

Prevention 

Cases 

Foster Care 

Cases

Improve child safety 

and well-being

Heal trauma and repair the 

parent/child relationship

Prevent 

children from 

entering foster 

care 

Promote timely 

permanency

Stop intergenerational cycle of 

maltreatment



Synergy of Problem-Solving Courts

Safe Baby Court 

&

Family 
Treatment Court





Tennessee

Panel



Working 

Together 

for 

Families

Juvenile 
Court TEIS & Early 

Childhood 
Education

Faith-Based 
Initiatives

FL CIP

Certified Peer 
Recovery Specialist 
& Family Support 

Specialist

Mental Health 
Providers

Foster Parent 
Association & 

Adoption 
Agencies

Attorneys

Substance Use 
Providers Home Visiting 

Programs

Department 
of Children’s 

Services

CASA

Family 
Treatment Court

Zero To 
Three

System of Care 
Across 

Tennessee

Safe Baby 
Court 

Schools

Community 
Resources 

Building 
Strong Brains

TCCY



Tennessee 

Panel

Guest 

Speaker 

Participant

Guest 

Speaker 

Participant



Tnsafebabycourts.org



Q&A



The Success Story



Safe Baby Courts – Father’s Story

https://www.dropbox.com/s/zgishqugyodot5n/Safe%20Baby%20Court%20Highlight_1.mp4?dl=0


Questions 

and 

Follow Up

Ellen Abbott

Director of Criminal Justice Programs

Tennessee Department of Mental Health and 

Substance Abuse Services 

Ellen.Abbott@tn.gov

Sheila Barrera 

Safe Baby Court Coordinator 

Sheila_Coffman@hotmail.com

Monty Burks, Ph.D.

Director of Faith Based Initiatives

Tennessee Department of Mental Health and 

Substance Abuse Services 

Monty.Burks@tn.gov

Stephanie Etheridge

Juvenile Court Manager/Statewide Judicial Safe Baby Court 

Coordinator 

Tennessee Supreme Court

Administrative Office of the Courts

Stephanie.Etheridge@tncourts.gov

Stacy Lynch

Attorney/Magistrate 

Stacy.Lynch@hrrell.com

Melissa McGee 

Director, Council on Children’s Mental Health

Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth 

Melissa.McGee@tn.gov

Elizabeth Setty Reeve, Esq. 

Director, Juvenile Justice Programming

Tennessee Department of Mental Health and 

Substance Abuse Services 

Elizabeth.Reeve@tn.gov

Keri Virgo 

Director, Children, Youth, and Young Adults

Tennessee Department of Mental Health and 

Substance Abuse Services 

Keri.Virgo@tn.gov
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Thank you.

Kristina Bryant, MBA

RJOI, Project Director

National Center for State Courts

303.308.4315

kbryant@ncsc.org

Nora Sydow, JD

Principal Consultant

National Center for State Courts

757.259.1509

nsydow@ncsc.org
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