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This State Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  Anndal 
n a ser es conta n ng t 

% % k % c ~ ~ e % d f ~ ~ t ~  :omoiledifran t h e i a k a l  
reports of each s ta te  cour t  sirtern and from other 
avai lab le data. This volume resu l t s  from a 
cooperative e f f o r t  between the National Center fo r  
State Courts and the Conference of State Court 
Administrators LCOSCA). t o  develop w i th in  the 
Center a nat ional  database o f  s ta te  cou r t  caseload 
s t a t i s t i c s .  The e f f o r t  i s  funded by the Bureau o f  
Just ice S ta t i s t i cs .  

For the f i r s t  time, the data reported i n  t h i s  
volume are avai lab le on computer tape. This w i l l  
be a major asset t o  those conducting research on 
s ta te  cour t  management. 
continue t h i s  automation i n  fu tu re  years. 

The Court S t a t i s t i c s  and Information 
Management Pro ject  (CSIM) continues t o  expand the 
scope of i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  and capab i l i t i es ,  s h i f t i n g  
i t s  focus from data c o l l e c t i o n  and publ icat ion t o  
the analysis of these data f o r  the benef i t  o f  the 
cour ts  community. 

The Center hopes t o  

This Annual Report series, 

The Conference o f  State Court Admtnlstrators 
ICOSCA) continues t o  support the Court S t a t i s t i c s  
and Informat ion Management Pro ject  i n  i t s  e f for ts  
t o  establ ish,  w i t h i n  the National Center f o r  State 
Courts (NCSC), the c a p a b i l i t y  t o  gather, analyze, 
and disseminate s t a t i s t i c a l  informat ion on s ta te  
cour t  systems. 
cooperative e f f o r t  between C O X A  and the NCSC by 
g i v ing  p o l i c y  contro l  and d i r e c t i o n  over the 
p ro jec t  t o  a c m i t t e e  composed o f  s ta te  cour t  
administrators, cou r t  data processing personnel, a 
t r i a l  cour t  administrator,  and a representat ive 
from the academic comnunity selected by COSCA. 

This f i f t h  e d i t i o n  o f  the Annual Re o r t  
improves upon the data and tab- i n  
previous ed i t i ons  of the report .  
improvements, we continue t o  be guided by the 
users of t h i s  information. Many of the sumnary 
tab les have been rearranged t o  i d e n t i f y  comparable 
data. This i s  an ongoing process t h a t  w i l l  
continue t o  benef i t  from increased awareness o f  
comparable subject-matter j u r i s d i c t i o n  among the 
states. Modif icat ions have also been made t o  the 
way i n  which the t r i a l  data from general and 
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  are presented. It i s  
our be l i e f  t h a t  these addi t ions and modif icat ions 
w i l l  help the users o f  t h i s  repor t  t o  f i n d  the 
information they need i n  a form t h a t  i s  useful  t o  
them. 

This year 's  automation o f  the data contained 
w i t h i n  t h i s  Re o r t  w i l l  g rea t l y  enhance s t a f f ' s  
a b i l i t y  t o  c& sophist icated analysis o f  cou r t  

The p ro jec t  has been made a 

I n  making these 

however. w i l l  continue t o  be the p r inc ipa l  p ro jec t  
publ icat ion.  From year t o  year the reported data 
demonstrate gradual improvement i n  the quant i ty  
and q u a l i t y  of cour t  data. 

The National Center has been assisted i n  data 
gathering f o r  the production of the Annual Re o r t  
by s ta te  and local - leve l  cour t  p e r s o d  
across the country. The leadership of C O X A  and 
especia l ly  the COSCA-CSIS Comnittee. now chaired 
by Walter Kane, have helped guide p ro jec t  s t a f f  i n  
t h e i r  search fo r  ways t o  present these data i n  a .  
way t h a t  i s  both comprehensive and comprehensible. 

Edward E. McConnell 
Executive Di rector  
National Center fo r  State Courts 

management data, and f a c i l i t a t e  the p ro jec t ' s  goal 
of disseminating s t a t i s t i c a l  information i n  a form 
conducive t o  research. 

repo r t  t o  pay close a t ten t i on  t o  a l l  i nd i ca t i ons  
of the completeness and comparabi l i ty  of data, and 
t o  read the i n t roduc t i on  t o  the repor t  where the 
methodology used t o  construct  the repor t  i s  
discussed. 
sheets f o r  the s m a r y  tab les which f u r t h e r  
o u t l i n e  the sources o f  data, the ra t i ona le  behind 
some of the sumnary s t a t i s t i c s ,  and minimum 
l i m i t a t i o n s  t h a t  should be considered i n  
i n t e r p r e t i n g  the data. An inspect ion o f  the 
current  e d i t i o n  and the four previous ed i t i ons  o f  
the repor t  should demonstrate t o  the reader t h a t  
the q u a l i t y  and quant i ty  of cour t - re la ted data 
continue t o  improve. 

As always. we must caut ion the reader o f  t h i s  

This year, s ta f f  has developed face 

Walter J. Kane. Chainnan 
COSCA-CSIS Comnittee 
Conference o f  State Court 

Administrators 
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Production o f  the Annual Re o r t  series i s  an 
evolut ionary process w d t e r m  goal o f  
improving the s t a t i s t i c a l  ser ies p lay ing an 
important r o l e  f o r  the Court S t a t i s t i c s  and 
Information Management Project. 
fur ther  discussed i n  the introduction. 

Data a v a i l a b i l i t y  has improved g rea t l y  from the 
f i r s t  h a l f  of t h i s  century, when the f i r s t  nat ional  
compilat ion o f  caseload data was attempted. This 
improvement i n  the quant i ty  of avai lab le data has 
continued w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more data being re-  
ported f o r  1979 and 1978 than fo r  previous years. 
Some gross volume data are displayed i n  t h i s  repo r t  
f o r  a l l  appel la te  courts, f o r  most o f  the t r i a l  
courts o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and f o r  many o f  the 
t r i a l  cour ts  o f  l i m i t e d  o r  special  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
However, the v a l i d i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  much o f  
the data reported has no t  been ascertained. 

Information Management Pro ject  (CSIM) s t a f f  and 
the Conference of State Court Administrators CSIS 
Comnittee was requi red t o  develop a methodology 
f o r  d isp lay ing nationwide s ta te  cou r t  caseload f o r  
the f i r s t  annual report,  published i n  1979 t o  
cover the 1975 cou r t  year. During pre l iminary 
attempts t o  aggregate ava i l ab le  s t a t i s t i c s  i n t o  
spec i f i c  groupings, i t  became obvious t h a t  any 
r e a l i s t i c  compilat ion must have a s t ructure 
derived from, no t  superimposed upon, the data 
reported by the states. The second annual repo r t  
(i.e., 1976). published i n  1980, re f l ec ted  t h a t  
o r i en ta t i on  and emphasis, w i t h  augmentations made 
t o  improve the presentation o f  the data and t o  ac- 
comnodate the add i t i on  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
data. I n  the t h i r d  e d i t i o n  o f  the Annual Re o r t  
series, the summary tab les were e x t d  
vised t o  r e f l e c t  recomendations made by members 
o f  the Methodological Review Panel. The sumnary 
s t a t i s t i c s  as presented i n  t h i s  f i f t h  annual re-  
p o r t  r e f l e c t  the e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i n  s ta te  cou r t  
s t a t i s t i c s  and are presented i n  a format designed 
t o  increase t h e i r  usefulness. 

For  the reader of t h i s  document, cautionary 
notes necessari ly abound. Because o f  many s ta te -  
to-s tate va r ia t i ons  i n  the kinds o f  data reported, 
the rumnary tab les i n  t h i s  annual repo r t  do no t  
permit extensive, va l i d ,  d i r e c t  comparisons o f  
caseload among states wi thout  careful examination 
o f  a l l  the fac to rs  involved i n  assuring t h a t  the 
data are comparable. Variat ions i n  data ava i l a -  
b i l i t y ,  cou r t  organization, subject matter j u r i s -  
d ic t ion,  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  case types and u n i t s  o f  
count, repo r t i ng  periods, and the degrees of com- 
pleteness and accuracy of data a l l  combine t o  make 
c ross - ju r i sd i c t i ona l  comparisons extremely complex. 
These va r ia t i ons  are discussed i n  general terms i n  
the i n t roduc t i on  t o  the report .  The l i m i t a t i o n s  
on analysis sect ion can be found i n  the face 
sheets accompanying each sumnary table. 

Comparisons among the 1979 data contained i n  
t h i s  repo r t  and the 1975, 1976, 1977 and 1978 data 
contained i n  the f i r s t  f o u r  repor ts  i n  t h i s  ser ies 
should be made only a f t e r  careful examination o f  
the factors mentioned above t o  ascer ta in  t h a t  these 
factors  have n o t  changed f o r  the cour ts  o f  
i n te res t .  

The repo r t  i s  d iv ided i n t o  two parts, each w i t h  
i t s  own purpose. The sumnary s t a t i s t i c a l  tab les 
i n  P a r t  I were constructed from the i nd i v idua l  
cour t  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l l  the s tates found i n  Par t  11. 

This process i s  

Substantial e f f o r t  by the Court S t a t i s t i c s  and 

Depending on the i n t e r e s t  o f  the user, he can pro- 
ceed from the general t o  the spec i f i c  o r  v ice 
versa. 
t a b l e  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  Par t  I .  f o r  example, one con- 
t a i n i n g  caseload inventory data f o r  domestic re la -  
t i o n s  cases. An examination o f  the data contained 
i n  the tab le  may s t imulate questions t h a t  are an- 
swered i n  p a r t  by reference t o  e i t h e r  the cou r t  
organization char ts  o r  i nd i v idua l  cou r t  p r o f i l e s  
contained i n  Part 11. Another approach i s  t o  f i r s t  
examine a cou r t  p r o f i l e  i n  P a r t  I 1  of the document, 
and then t u r n  t o  the appropriate sumnary tab les i n  
P a r t  I t o  compare caseload volume o f  o ther  cour ts  
w i t h  s i m i l a r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  t h a t  of the c o u r t  o f  
i n te res t .  

This two-part s t ruc tu re  f o r  the document re-  
qu i red i t s  preparation t o  proceed i n  stages. 
an overview cou r t  organization cha r t  and an i n d i -  
v idual  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  was prepared f o r  each 
s t a t e ' s  appel la te  and trial courts. 
documentation makes up Par t  11 of t h i s  report .  Data 
were then compiled i n t o  nationwide lnventory s ta-  
t i s t i c s  (begin pending, f i l ed .  disposed, and end 
pending). The inventory s t a t i s t i c s  were sepa- 
ra ted where possible i n t o  broad case category 
c lass i f i ca t i ons ,  chosen t o  r e f l e c t  the kinds o f  
data being reported by the states. 

Several general observations can be made about 
the 1979 s ta te  cou r t  caseload data. F i r s t ,  i n  ad- 
d i t i o n  t o  the increase i n  ava i l ab le  data, the num- 
ber  o f  cases f i l e d  i n  the cour ts  has a lso increased 
from 1978 t o  1979. The caseload estimates i nd i ca te  
t h a t  the number o f  cases f i l e d  per judge has i n -  
creased. Most t r i a l  cour ts  a l so  reported increases 
i n  the number o f  f i l i n g s  from 1978 t o  1979. 
ond, the cour ts  have managed t o  handle t h i s  i n -  
crease i n  f i l i n g s  f a i r l y  wel l  w i t h  most courts 
disposing between 90 and 100 percent o f  the number 
of cases f i l ed .  A few cour ts  disposed more cases 
than were f i l ed .  The d i spos i t i on  ra tes  o f  l ess  
than 100 percent, however, mean t h a t  most courts 
a re  adding t o  t h e i r  pending caseload. For  cour ts  
repo r t i ng  pending caseload, most had increases of 
l ess  than 20 percent. F ina l l y ,  f o r  cour ts  repo r t -  
i n g  pending and f i l e d  data, the number o f  cases 
pending a t  the end of the year  as a percent of the 
number o f  cases f i l e d  was l e s s  than 60 percent f o r  
most cou r t s  of l a s t  resor t ,  l e s s  than 90 percent 
f o r  most intermediate appel la te  cour ts  and f o r  
c i v i l  caseload i n  most t r i a l  courts, l ess  than 50 
percent f o r  cr iminal  caseload i n  most t r i a l  courts, 
and l e s s  than 50 percent f o r  j u v e n i l e  caseload i n  
most t r i a l  courts. 

The composition o f  the caseload of the cour ts  
i s  a lso of i n te res t .  I n  the appel la te  courts, the 
data ava i l ab le  i nd i ca te  t h a t  approximately 55 per- 
cent o f  the appeals f i l e d  i n  1979 were c i v i l  ap- 
peals. For the t r i a l  cour ts  i n  1979 the caseload 
estimates i nd i ca te  t h a t  o f  the 80.5 m i l l i o n  cases 
f i l e d ,  approximately 14 m i l l i o n  were c i v i l  cases, 
10.6 m i l l i o n  were cr iminal  cases, 54.4 m i l l i o n  were 
t r a f f i c  cases, and 1.8 m i l l i o n  were j u v e n i l e  cases. 

The cou r t  organization cha r t s  and s t a t i s t i c a l  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  are he lp fu l  references because 
they i nd i ca te  not only the organization and subject 
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the cour ts  i n  each state, 
bu t  a l so  the dif ferences i n  repo r t i ng  periods, 
u n i t s  of count, and va r ia t i ons  i n  case categories 
and c lass i f i ca t i ons .  They show a t  a glance how 
much data were ava i l ab le  f o r  comparison purposes. 
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Courts S t a t i s t i c s  and Information Management 
P r o j e c t  

The Annual Re o r t  ser ies o f  s ta te  cour t  
c a s e l o a d d s  the product of the 
cont inuing cooperative re la t i onsh ip  between the 
Conference o f  State Court Administrators LCOSCA) 
and the National Center fo r  State Courts (NCSC) 
Financial  management, p ro jec t  management, and 
p ro jec t  s t a f f i n g  respons ib i l i t y  are assumed by the 
Court S t a t i s t i c s  and Informat ion Management (CSIM) 
Project ,  formerly ca l l ed  the National Court 
S t a t i s t i c s  Pro ject  (NCSP) o f  the NCSC. COSCA, 
through i t s  Court S t a t i s t i c s  and Informat ion 
Systems Comnittee, provides general p o l i c y  review, 
guidance, and contro l  over a l l  p ro jec t  
a c t i v i t i e s .  The ser ies i s  funded by the Bureau of 
Just ice S ta t i s t i cs .  

The tw in  goals o f  the Court S t a t i s t i c s  and 
Informat ion Management Pro ject  are t o  co l l ec t ,  
compile, analyze, and disseminate s ta te  cou r t  
caseload s t a t i s t i c s  and t o  help states improve the 
q u a l i t y  o f  the data they repor t  by ass i s t i ng  them 
i n  resolv ing t h e i r  s t a t i s t i c a l  problems. The 
Annual Re o r t  ser ies responds d i r e c t l y  t o  the f---g i r s t  goa y compiling a l l  avai lab le s ta te  cou r t  
caseload data from the 50 states the D i s t r i c t  o f  
Columbia, Guam. and Puerto Ric0.l 

Uses of cou r t  s t a t i s t i c a l  data 

The four major uses of cour t  s t a t i s t i c a l  data, 
as i d e n t i f i e d  i n  the NCSP publ icat ions,  State 
Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  
an o rt ase ana ement n ormation stems 

execution o f  routine,day-to-day a c t i v i t i e s  a t  the 
l oca l  l e v e l ) ;  ( 2 )  management (decis ion making a t  
the s ta te  o r  l oca l  l eve l  concerned w i t h  
improvement o f  the cou r t  process and system-wide 
ef f ic iency i n  the use o f  cour t  resources); (3) 
i n te rna l  planning and research (goal s e t t i n g  and 
po l i cy  planning t o  establ ish long-term programs 
and i d e n t i f y  evolv ing problems); and ( 4 )  i n d i r e c t  
cou r t  uses (decis ion making by those outside the 
cour ts  concerned w i th  policymaking o r  research 
about cou r t  operations). 
cou r t  s t a t i s t i c s  requi re  d i f f e r e n t  l eve l s  o f  
d e t a i l  and analysis, but  the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
de ta i l ed  s t a t i s t l c s  i s  dependent upon the 
s t a t i s t i c a l  repor t ing system used a t  the s ta te  o r  
l oca l  l eve l .  This annual repor t  has r e s t r i c t e d  
i t s  scope t o  the l eve l  o f  d e t a i l  cu r ren t l y  
avai lab le from state- leve l  repor t ing systems. 

Operational decisions are made a t  the l oca l  
l eve l  and requi re deta i led informat ion on a 
case-by-case basis. 
d a i l y  and cannot be based upon year-end sumnary 
s t a t i s t i c s  such as those contained i n  t h i s  1979 
report .  

IRepe t i t i on  o f  "50 states, the D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico" becomes very 
ymbersome. 

repo r t i ng  u n i t s  t h a t  include the D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico. 

*National Court S t a t i s t i c s  Project, National 

The State o f X A r t  

&W+ 

The various uses of 

These decisions must be made 

Throughout the r e s t  o f  t h i s  report ,  
s ta tes"  and 'court systems" w i l l  be used f o r  the 

Center f o r  State Courts, State Court Caseload 
S t a t i s t i c s :  The State o f  the A r t  LWashington, 
D.C.: U.S. Government P r in t i no  Off ice.  19781. 
C l i f f o r d  and Jensen. Court Cas; Management 
Infonnat ion S stems fGX7RVT amsburg, National 
-9831. 

Management decisions can be made a t  e i t h e r  the 
s ta te  o r  l oca l  l eve l  and requi re aggregation of 
deta i led information used f o r  operat ional  
decisions. Caseflow management data such as t h a t  
needed t o  determine the status o f  the preparat ion 
o f  the record fo r  appeal o r  t o  generate exception 
repor ts  are gathered by some state repor t ing 
systems, bu t  t h i s  k ind  of informat ion i s  also case 
spec i f i c  and too deta i led t o  be compiled and used 
f o r  nationwide comparisons. I n  contrast ,  
s ta te- leve l  s u n a r y  s t a t i s t i c s  are useful  f o r  
management purposes i n  areas such as  comparisons 
o f  t ime lapses i n  case processing t o  es tab l i sh  
norms o r  guides; analyses t o  determine assignments 
o f  judges needed t o  re l i eve  backlog; analyses t o  
determine the need f o r  addi t ional  judges, support 
personnel, o r  f a c i l i t i e s ;  and analyses t o  
determine the impact o f  an intermediate appel late 
cou r t  on the s ta te  system. 

I n  response t o  the recognized need f o r  c e r t a i n  
management data nat ional ly ,  the 1979 Annual Re o r t  

data and on compiling avai lab le case processing 
time data. Caseload and case processing are major 
components o f  cou r t  workload, which the NCSP has 
def ined t o  mean a l l  cour t - re la ted matters t h a t  
consume time and e f f o r t  (hence, purely 
admin is t ra t ive and m i n i s t e r i a l  funct ions are a lso 
included as workload). Measurement of cou r t  
workload per r e  i s  no t  d i r e c t l y  addressed i n  t h i s  
report, but  caseload inventory data and data 
regarding the number of t r i a l s  do provide p a r t i a l  
ind icat ions o f  the extent o f  j u d i c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  
The data presented i n  t h i s  repo r t  r e f l e c t  the 
quant i ty  o f  management data now avai lab le from 
each s t a t e ' s  repor t ing system i n  published and 
unpublished reports. 

In ternal  planning and research, as wel l  as 
planning and research by those outside the cou r t  
system, requi re  a much wider range o f  data and 
analysis than operat ional  and management 
decisions. The informat ion necessary f o r  these 
purposes o f ten  includes no t  only an aggregation of 
data on caseload and caseflow but  a lso speci f ic  
data regarding s tatus of cases, as wel l  as 
informat ion on cou r t  operations, j u d i c i a l  budgets, 
act ions p r i o r  t o  f i l i n g  a case, and act ions a f t e r  
d i spos i t i on  o f  a case. 
i nd i v idua ls  w i t h i n  and outside the cou r t  system 
are studies on a wide range of other subjects, 
such as the e f f e c t  and cost  of l i t i g a t i o n .  b a i l  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  and uni formi ty  i nc lud ing  
recognizance/lo% b a i l  programs, the v a l i d i t y  o f  
case weighting techniques, sentence d i spa r i t y  
patterns, the e f fec ts  of p lea negot ia t ion on 
caseloads, and the impact o f  l eg i s la t i on .  To 
answer these questions i s ,  however, beyond the 
c a p a b i l i t i e s  of most s ta te  o r  even loca l  cour t  
i n f o m a t i o n  systems. Basic informat ion on 
caseload and caseflow i s  adequate fo r  many other 
planning and research issues where the l eve l  o f  
needed d e t a i l  i s  not  as high. These l a t t e r  k inds 
o f  issues include, f o r  example, case f i l i n g  and 
d i spos i t i on  t rend analysis, caseload composition 
analysis, analysis o f  reversal rates, t ime lapse 
analysis t o  establ ish norms and guides, and 
forecast ing o f  caseload volumes t o  determine 
resource and f a c i l i t i e s  needs. 

has concentrated on uniformly c l a s s i f y  -i---ki ng case oa 

O f  i n t e r e s t  t o  some 

Scope of the data i n  the annual repor t  ser ies 

The f i r s t  annual repor t  (1975) presented 
avai lab le caseload data f o r  s ta te appel late cou r t s  
and t r i a l  courts o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and f o r  
selected categor ies ( juveni le,  domestic re la t ions,  
probate, and,mental heal th)  i n  l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. The second annual repo r t  
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(1976) again presented avai lab le data fo r  
appel late cour ts  and cour ts  of general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and also included a l l  ava i lab le 
caseload data f o r  a l l  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
courts. As data fmm each cou r t  l eve l  become more 
complete, future aggregation o f  t r i a l  cou r t  
caseloads should become more meaningful. 

The 1976 repor t  was expanded t o  include Puerto 
Rico. 
cou r t  year. 
broadened t o  include h e r i c a n  Samoa and the V i r g i n  
Is lands when these data become avai lable.  

This repor t  re f l ec ts  cour t  organizat ion and 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  as i t  exis ted i n  1979, but  the reader 
should, keep i n  mind t h a t  cour t  systems are not  
s t a t i c  en t i t i es .  For example, i n  1979, 
Connecticut consolidated i t s  t r i a l  courts,  
e l iminat ing i t s  Juveni le Court and Court of Cormnon 
Pleas and s h i f t i n g  t h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  i t s  
Superior Court. Massachusetts u n i f i e d  a l l  i t s  

our ts  i n t o  a new T r i a l  Court of the 
ealth; a l l  the former courts became 
ns o f  the new u n i f i e d  court .  The d o l l a r  

amount l i m i t s  of c i v i l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  have changed 
i ' n  many courts. Because cou r t  organizat ional  o r  
jur i 'sd ic t ional  cha rac te r i s t i cs  change over time, 
caut ion should be exercised i n  attempting t o  
compsre the data i n  t h i s  1979 repo r t  w i t h  e a r l i e r  
data o r  wi th  more current  data. 

Data c o l l e c t i o n  

Data f r o m  Guam were added fo r  the 1977 
The scope o f  fu ture repor ts  w i l l  be 

. The sources o f  data f o r  the tables 

s t i c a l  mater ia l  requested of and supplied by 

t h i s  ser ies are published annual 
s provided by the states and unpublished 

dmin is t ra tors  and appel late cou r t  
endix B o f  t h i s  repor t  i d e n t i f i e s  the 

sources of data from each state.) Addi t ional  
cel'evant informat ion was secured from appropr iate 

~gersonnel i n  each state. Telephone contact  and 
follow-up correspondence were used t o  c o l l e c t  
missing data, confirm the accuracy o f  avai lab le 
data. and determine the legal  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  each 
court. Information was co l lected concerning the 
number of judges per cour t  o r  cour t  system (from 
annual reports,  o f f i c e s  o f  s ta te cou r t  
administrators, and appel late c lerks) ;  the s ta te  
p9pulat ion (based on Bureau o f  the Census 1979 
revised estimates); other 1979 demographic data 
(taken from the S t a t i s t i c a l  Abstract  o f  the United 
States: 19803); and special  cha rac te r i s t i cs  
regarding subject  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n  and cou r t  
structure.  Yhen explanat ion of a cou r t ' s  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  was not  d i r e c t l y  obtainable, 
ihformat ion f r o m  the State Court Organization, 
18804 was used. - 
V e r i f i c a t i o n  of data. With the cooperation of the 
Conference of State Court Administrators, a l l  data 
a f t e r  C S I M  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  were submitted f o r  
review and v e r i f i c a t i o n  t o  the appropr iate s ta te  
cour t  admin is t ra tor 's  o f f i ce .  An addi t ional  check 
was provided through the cooperation o f  the 
National Conference o f  Appellate Court Clerks 
(NCACC). which i n v i t e d  CSIM s t a f f  t o  submit 

3U.S. Bureau of the Census, S t a t i s t i c a l  Abstract  
of the Uni ted States: 
W.5. Government P r i n t i n g  Office, 1980). 

1980 Dashington, D.C.: 

4National Court S t a t i s t i c s  Project ,  National 
Center fo r  State Courts, State Court Organization, 
1980 (Washington, D.C. : 0.5.  Government P r i n t i n g  
mfTce, 1982). 

appel late cou r t  data fo r  review and v e r i f i c a t i o n  
t o  the appropriate c l e r k  o f  the appel late cou r t  i n  
each state. This process a lso included followup 
by CSIM s t a f f  through telephone o r  l e t t e r  contact  
w i t h  the s ta te  personnel. Forty-nine o f  the 53 
states and t e r r i t o r i e s  covered by t h i s  repo r t  
v e r i f i e d  the data fo r  1979. F i n a l l y ,  the format, 
content, and l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  data tables have been 
reviewed and approved by the C O X A  CSIS Cormnittee, 
which guides the Court S t a t i s t i c s  and Informat ion 
Management Project .  

i n  t h i s  report ,  a great deal o f  e f f o r t  was 
expended by C S I M  Pro ject  s t a f f  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  
missing data, whether from published o r  a n c i l l a r y  
sources, i n  de f i n ing  terminology, and i n  
i d e n t i f y i n g  categor ies i n  which cases should be 
placed. I n  other words, data contained i n  t h i s  
repo r t  cannot be rep l icated so le ly  from avai lab le 
published mater ia l .  
data-gathering e f f o r t ,  l a rge  gaps remain i n  the 
data col lected. 

CSIM c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  data provided by the states 
and t o  avoid fur ther  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  any data 
received. 
discrepancies i n  reported data were made, the C S I M  
Pro ject  s t a f f  d i d  not  have the resources t o  assess 
the under ly ing v a l i d i t y  o r  accuracy o f  the data 
received from the states. For example, the 
published cumulative case s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  appel late 
courts o r  f o r  t r i a l  courts f requent ly d i d  no t  
balance w i th  reported t o t a l s  w i t h i n  each 
category. Such discrepancies were seldom 
footnoted o r  explained i n  published s ta te  
reports. These discrepancies are, however. 
footnoted i n  the cou r t  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  i n  
Part  I 1  o f  t h i s  report .  

I n  order t o  produce the s t a t i s t i c s  contained 

Yet even a f t e r  th is  extensive 

An extensive e f f o r t  was required t o  va l idate 

Although attempts t o  reconci le  obvious 

Types o f  data included. 
d a t a i n d s  o f  planning and 

Because few states repor t  

research purposes. and because most states repor t  
only c e r t a i n  types of data, the NCSP i n i t i a l l y  
chose t o  include i n  the nat ional  ser ies only those 
kinds o f  data t h a t  e i t h e r  were already f a i r l y  
widely avai lab le o r  could be made avai lab le 
wi thout requ i r i ng  undue e f fo r t .  Enough states 
reported trend data, caseload by category, number 
of reversals, and t ime-to-disposi t ion data t o  
warrant i nc lus ion  of these top i cs  i n  t h i s  report ,  
and some pre l iminary analyses can be made. For 
fhose states not  supplying basic data. gaps and 

a t ten t i on  t o  the missing data. I n  the past, a l l  
data supplied by a state, complete o r  not, were 
entered i n  the sumnary tables. I n  1979 and 
fol lowing years only data t h a t  are complete ( o r  a t  
l e a s t  90% complete f o r  a case category) are 
displayed i n  the sumnary tables because only these 
data are comparable. AS more data become 
ava i l ab le  i n  coming years, the annual repor t  
ser ies can be expanded t o  include broader and more 
sophist icated compilations and analyses. 

ind icated by p r o f i l e  footnotes, must be considered 
before sumnary tables can be constructed t o  make 
comparisons among courts o r  states. 
t h a t  l i m i t  the comparabi l i ty  o f  the 1979 data 
include: cour t  organization, subject  matter 
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  case d e f i n i t i o n ,  completeness, 
accuracy, and repor t ing periods. 
(w i th  the exception of var ia t ions i n  repor t ing 
per iods) are discussed on the face sheets t o  the 
sumnary tables. 

not /avai lable" en t r i es  i n  the p r o f i l e s  draw 

Many current  va r ia t i ons  i n  cou r t  data, as 

Var iat ions 

These var ia t ions 

Var iat ions i n  repor t ing periods. As ind icated on 
p r o f i l e  headings and i n  Figure A, most states 



FIGURE A: 
Reporting periods for state courts, not using the calendar year 1979. 
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Reporting Period 

State 7/01/78- 8/01/78- 9/01/78- 10/01/78- 12/1/78- 
6130179 7/31/79 8/31/79 9130179 11/30/79 

Alabama A l l  courts 
Cal i forn ia  A l l  courts 
Colorado A l l  courts 
Connecticut A l l  courts 
Delaware A l l  courts 
Georgia A l l  other courts Supreme Court 
Hawaii A l l  courts 
Kansas A l l  courts 
Kentucky A l l  courts 
Maryland A l l  courts 
Massachusetts A l l  t r i a l  courts A l l  appel late courts 
Michigan A l l  courts but Court 

Missouri A l l  courts 
Montana A l l  t r i a l  courts 
Nebraska Workmen's Compensation Supreme Court 

o f  Appeals 

Court 
New Hampshire A l l  courts . 
New Jersey 
North Carolina A l l  t r i a l  courts 

A l l  courts 
SuDreme Court 

Puerto Rico A l l  courts 
mode Is land Supreme Court 
South Carolina County Court and 

C i v i l  and Criminal 
Court 

South Dakota A l l  court  
Utah A l l  but Supreme Court 

Vermont A l l  courts 
West V i rg in ia  C i r c u i t  Court 

and Juveni le Court 

repor t  data by calendar year; many repor t  by 
f i s c a l  year, however, and a few repor t  appel late 
cou r t  data by cou r t  term. Therefore, the time 
spans covered i n  t h i s  repo r t  are not  always 
d i r e c t l y  comparable. 

Although data included i n  t h i s  repo r t  cover 
repor t ing periods of approximately uniform length, 
the s t a r t i n g  and ending dates f o r  the repor t ing 
periods vary both w i t h i n  and among states. 
Differences i n  repor t ing periods have l i t t l e  
e f f e c t  on cumulative data elements such as f i l i n g  
and d isposi t ions since no matter when the 
repor t ing per iod began and ended, the data cover 
one complete year. 
:ffected, though, since they represent a 

on when t h a t  snapshot was taken. Figure A 
displays the actual  repor t ing periods f o r  a l l  
cour ts  not  using the calendar year f o r  t he  
repor t ing period. 

Data display 

Pending data are g rea t l y  

snapshot" i n  time and can vary g rea t l y  depending 

Case category c lass i f i ca t i ons .  C S l M  case 
cateoor ies used f o r  t h i s  197Y reDort are those 

used uni formly fo r  a l l  the states. For example, a 
s t a t e ' s  "appl icat ion f o r  leave t o  appeal" was 
c l a s s i f i e d  under the C S I M  category of request t o  
appeal i n  a l l  tables. Explanations used i n  source 
documents t o  c l a r i f y  a s ta te ' s  data are included. 
as are explanations t o  c l a r i f y  p ro jec t  s t a f f ' s  

arrangement o f  those data. 
appropriate, as footnotes i n  each c o u r t ' s  p r o f i l e  
and as footnotes t o  the sumnary tables. 

Format used. P r o f i l e s  (Par t  11). A f t e r  the 1979 
case data avai lab le from each s ta te  were 
c lass i f i ed ,  a p r o f i l e  o f  the courts i n  each s ta te  
was constructed. 
contains the fo l lowing: 

--A char t  depic t ing the organizat ion o f  the 
cou r t  system w i t h i n  the state,  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  
and route of appeal f o r  each court ,  the number of 
judges, and information on the types of t r i a l s .  

--A set  o f  tab les conta in ing the case-related 
data received from each s ta te  cou r t  o r  cou r t  
sy s tem . 

Sumnary Tables (Par t  I ) .  Complete data from 
each s ta te  p r o f i l e  were t ransferred i n t o  sumnary 
tables designed t o  display the k inds o f  avai lab le 
data t h a t  could be aggregated. The sumnary tables 
are div ided i n t o  two major sections (appel late and 
t r i a l )  t o  r e f l e c t  the two major l e v e l s  o f  court .  

Appellate cour ts  include both courts o f  l a s t  
reso r t  ( t he  f i n a l  cou r t  o r  cour ts  o f  appeal w i t h i n  
a p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e )  and intermediate appel late 
courts ( t he  cou r t  o r  cour ts  i n  which the primary 
work i s  the d i spos i t i on  o f  i n i t i a l  appeals 
received from t r i a l  courts o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
o r  admin is t ra t ive agencies, and i n  which some 
decisions are subject  t o  appeal o r  review by a . . 
cou r t  o f  l a s t  resor t ) .  For purposes o f  d isp lay ing 
data, the cour ts  of l a s t  r e s o r t  have been div ided 
i n t o  two groups: those i n  s ta tes w i th  
intermediate appel late cour ts  and E e  i n  states 
wi thout intermediate appel la te  courts. With few 
exceptions, t h i s  d i v i s i o n  convenient ly separates 
cour ts  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  according t o  whether they 
have almost complete d iscret ionary Jur isd ic t ion.  
Courts o f  l a s t  reso r t  i n  states wi thout 
intermediate appel la te  cour ts  general ly have 

These appear, where 

Each s ta te  p r o f i l e  f o r  1979 
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FIGURE B: 
Cross-reference to summary tables in previous editions of the Annual Report series. 

Corresponding t a b l e  numbers f o r  previous r e p o r t s  

1975 1978 - 1977 - 1976 - - 
1979 APPELLATE COURT S W Y  TABLES: 

1. Careload e s t ima tes  1 
2. Total reported caseload 2 
3. Caseload c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  COLR 5 
4. Caseload c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  IAC's 6 

1 1 1 
2 2 2 
3 3 3 
4 4 4 

5. Civ i l  and cr iminal  appeals  and 19 11 8 

6. Civi l  and cr iminal  aooeals  and 20 12 9 
r eques t s  t o  appeal f o r  COLR 

reques ts  t o  a p p e a l ' i o r  IAC'S 
7. COLR rlIAC caseload 7.8.9,lO 5.6 5 
8. COLR wlout IAC caseload 11.12,13,14 7.8 6 

9. IAC caseload 15.16.17.18 9.10 7 
10. Number of  c o u r t  opinions 
11. Time i n t e r v a l  da ta  21 13  10  
12. His tor ica l  f i l i n g  da ta  14 11 
13. Change i n  h i s t o r i c a l  f i l i n g  data  1 5  12 

7 
10 
11 
12 
1 3  

~~ ~ 

1979 TRIAL COURT S W R Y  TBLES: 

14. Caseload e s t ima tes  
15. Total reoorted careload 
16. CIVll f l i e d  and disposed 
17. Cmpos i t ion  of c i v i l  general 

18. Composition of c i v i l  general 
j u r l s d i c t i o n  f i l i n g s  28 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  d i s p o s i t i o n s  28 

16 1 3  14 
17.18.19 14.15.16 15.16.17 
20 17 1 8  

1 8  19 

19 20 

19. Tor t  caseload 23 20 21 
20. Contract  ca re load  24 21 22 
21. b a l l  c la ims caseload 25 22 23 
22. Real property r i g h t s  caseload 26 23 24 
23. Oomestic r e l a t i o n s  caseload 29 27 24 25 

24. E s t a t e  caseload 30 28 25 26 
25. Mental hea l th  caseload 31 29 26 27 
26. Civi l  appeals  caseload 30 27 28 
27. Civi l  t r ials 48 47 29 
28. Criminal f i l e d  and disposed 31 28 30 

29. Composition of cr iminal  general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  f i l i n g s  34 29 31 

30. Composition of cr iminal  general 
juri sd ic  t i  on di  sposi  t i o n s  34 30 32 

31. Felony caseload 35,36 32 31 33 
32. Misdemeanor caseload 33 32 34 
33. Felonylmisderneanor caseload 34 33 35 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - -  
34. Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  caseload 35 34 36 
35. Prel iminary hear ing caseload 36 35 37 
36. Criminal appea l s  caseload 37 36 38 
37. Type of d i s p o s i t i o n  f o r  cr iminal  c a s e s  38 37 39 
38. Criminal t r i a l s  39.48 38,47 40 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - -  
39. T r a f f i c  f i l e d  and disposed 
40. DYI/DUI caseload 
41. Type of d i s p o s i t i o n  f o r  t r a f f i c  c a s e s  
42. T r a f f i c  t r i a l s  
43. J u v e n i l e  f i l e d  and disposed 42 

40 
41 
43 
48 
44 

39 

43 

41 
42 
44 
45 
46 

- - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - -  
44. Criminal-type o f f ense  careload 
45. S t a t u s  o f f ense  caseload 
46. Non-offense Caseload 
47. His tor ica l  f i l i n g  da ta  
48. Change i n  h i s t o r i c a l  f t l i n g  data  

45 
46 
47 
49 
50 

44 
45 

47 
48 
49 
50 
51 

- 
IAC - Intermediate  Appel la te  Court 
COLR - Court of Las t  Resort  
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l i t t l e  o r  no d isc re t ionary  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  although 
there are exceptions, such as V i rg in ia  and West 
V i rg in ia .  

For purposes o f  t h i s  report ,  a t r i a l  cou r t  i s  
considered t o  be a cou r t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
if it meets one of the fo l low ing  c r i t e r i a :  

--The ind i v idua l  s ta te  considers i t  a general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  court.  

--Felony cases are t r i e d  and felony sentences 
given fo r  a l l  types of felony cases. 

--The W g e s  o f  the  cou r t  are general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t  judges s i t t i n g  on temporary 
assignment. 

A l l  o ther  t r i a l  courts are c l a s s i f i e d  as 
l i m i t e d  o r  special j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 

I n  the 1975 Annual Re o r t  the  states were 
arranged alphabe& sumnary tables. I n  
1976 the t r i a l  courts handling c r im ina l  cases were 
grouped according t o  the way i n  which c r im ina l  
cases were counted i n  each court.  I n  the  1979 
report ,  a f u r t h e r  evo lu t ion  i n  the  grouping o f  
states has been added t o  a l l  t r i a l  cour t  case type 
tables (except j uven i l e1  i n  order t o  place 
together those courts t h a t  have s i m i l a r  subject  
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n .  T r i a l  cour t  case type tables 
are arranged i n  t h i s  volume as fo l lows: 

Complete s ta te  data: 
1. Exclusive cour t  j u r i sd i c ton :  States 

2. Not exclusive cou r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

where one cou r t  has exclusive case type 
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

States where two o r  more courts have 
case type j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

Incomplete s ta te  data: 
3. States where one o r  more courts have 

case type j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  b u t  complete 
data are no t  reported by one o r  more 
courts. 

Footnotes. Standard footnote headings 
spec i fy ing  the completeness and q u a l i t y  o f  the  
data are used on a l l  cour t  p r o f i l e s  and w i l l  
continue t o  be used i n  the Annual Re o r t  series. 

the q u a l i t y  of the data are included on the  
summary tables. If more informat ion on the  data 
presented i n  the summary tables i s  needed, the  
user should consul t  the i nd i v idua l  cou r t  p r o f i l e s  
where a l l  footnotes are given. 

Data i n te rp re ta t i on  

f o r  analyzing the caseload data. 
selected f o r  use vary according t o  the data being 
analyzed and are explained i n  the face sheets 
accompanying each group of sumnary tables under 
headings such as disposed cases as a percent o f  
f i l e d  cases, end pending cases as a percent o f  
f i l e d  cases. number and percent change i n  pending 
caseload. f i l e d  cases per u n i t  o f  populat ion, 
disposed and end pending cases per u n i t  of 
population, and f i l e d  and disposed cases per judge. 

I n  addi t ion,  estimates o f  nat ional  caseload 
t o t a l s  are found on Tables 1 and 14. An 
explanat ion of the  est imat ion procedure w i l l  be 
found i n  Appendix A. 

Continuing development of the ser ies 

Footnotes t h a t  contain necessary _ip_ n o n a t i o n  on 

Several devices are used i n  the  sumnary tables 
The measures 

The Annual Re o r t  ser ies i s  an evolv ing 
p r o d u c t . d i p a t e d  t h a t  addi t ions and 
refinements w i l l  be made t o  successive volumes i n  
the  series. Between 1975 and 1976, the  amount o f  

data contained i n  the repor t  was g rea t l y  increased 
by the  i nc lus ion  o f  data from a l l  special  and 
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. This t rend continued 
i n  1977 and 1978. I n  the 1979 report ,  face sheets 
have been added t o  the sumnary tables t o  exp la in  
the type and depth o f  analysis considered by the 
C S I M  Project  t o  be meaningful, given the qua l i t y  
and completeness o f  the  data. I n  add i t ion ,  over 
h a l f  the t r i a l  cour t  tables have been rearranged 
t o  group those states i n  which case category data 
can be compared. This k ind  o f  rearrangement w i l l  
continue i n  succeeding volumes. As more i s  
learned about the  qua l i t y  of the  data, more 
spec i f i c  suggestions w i l l  be given f o r  t h e i r  
proper use. along w i t h  warnings t o  help avoid 
t h e i r  abuse. 
cross-reference t o  summary tables i n  previous 
ed i t i ons  o f  t h i s  series. This w i l l  a s s i s t  the  
user t o  loca te  s i m i l a r  i n f o m a t i o n  t h a t  may have 
been rearranged on the  sumnary tab les  over the 
years. 

I t  i s  important t o  the  long-term improvement 
of the s t a t i s t i c a l  ser ies t h a t  these ea r l y  volumes 
i n  the  ser ies be c i r cu la ted  widely enough t o  
encourage reader/user ideas and comnentary, and 
t h a t  they be used as a veh ic le  f o r  developing 
so lu t ions  t o  problems encountered dur ing the 
s t a t i s t i c a l  ser ies production process. AS each 
successive volume i s  published, the  CSIM Pro jec t  
can consider the feedback subsequently received 
from users of the documents. thereby fu r ther  
enhancing succeeding volumes. During t h i s  
process, the a v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  fu tu re  researchers of 
successive-year data compilat ions w i l l  preserve 
complete t ime ser ies information. 
occasioned by l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  data cu r ren t l y  
ava i lab le  are g rea t l y  outweighed by the  importance 
o f  having data ava i lab le  fo r  a l l  years i n  the 
cont inuing s t a t i s t i c a l  series. 

I n  order t o  improve the q u a l i t y  of data 
contained i n  fu tu re  volumes o f  the Annual Re o r t  
series, the  C S I M  s t a f f  and COSCA C S d  
w i l l  consider the  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  conducting audi ts 
of selected data from p a r t i c u l a r  courts. It i s  
y t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  the combination o f  these 

s t a f f  t o  states requesting an assessment o f  and 
assistance i n  improving t h e i r  s t a t i s t i c a l  repor t  
systems w i l l  systemat ical ly improve the  v a l i d i t y  
and r e l i a b i l i t y  of the  data contained i n  the  
Annual Re o r t  series. 4 also be pointed out t h a t  f o r  the 
f i r s t  time, the  data contained i n  t h i s  repor t  are 
ava i lab le  i n  computer-readable form. 
f i v e  data sets: appel late caseload, t r i a l  
caseload. c r im ina l  d isposi t ions,  c i v i l  
d isposi t ions,  and t r a f f i c  d isposi t ions.  These 
data sets were used t o  cons t ruc t  37 of the 48 
sumnary tables. This year, Tables 10-13, 27, 
37-38, 41-42, and 47-48 were s t i l l  compiled by 
hand. This number should ge t  smaller i n  fu tu re  
years. This automation process has spot l igh ted  
the need fo r  more spec i f i c  information on 
subject-matter j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
a reorganizat ion of d i spos i t i on  types which w i l l  
appear i n  fu tu re  reports. 

AS states gradual ly increase the quant i t y  and 
qua l i t y  of data ava i lab le  t o  the  C S I M  Project, the 
problems present ly caused by incomplete data w i l l  
decrease. Progressive improvements should be 
apparent t o  the reader o f  successive volumes i n  
the series. 

systems as they e x i s t  a t  the  present time bu t  w i l l  
a lso  p red ic t  where they are going. 
w i l l  be t o  i d e n t i f y  e x i s t i n g  o r  developing 

Figure B presents a he lp fu l  

The drawbacks 

mini-audi ts"  and technical  assistance by p ro jec t  

There are 

It has also mandated 

Future analysis w i l l  not  on ly  describe cour t  

The purpose 
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problems and suggest solut ions. Research proposed 
by the  C S I M  Pro jec t  i s  no t  an t ic ipa ted  t o  be 
exhaustive, bu t  w i l l  concentrate on those 
questions considered t o  be of greatest  i n t e r e s t  
and importance t o  the  courts and research 
comnuni t i es .  

Dynamics of improvement 

Ideas and suggestions fo r  improvement o f  t h i s  
s ta te  cou r t  caseload s t a t i s t i c a l  ser ies have come 
from many sources, and have provided the  c rea t i ve  
st imulus needed t o  assess current C S I M  e f f o r t s  
cons t ruc t ive ly  and t o  map fu tu re  d i rec t ions .  

Continuation o f  evolut ionary improvement i n  
t h i s  s t a t i s t i c a l  ser ies ,-ests, u l t imate ly ,  upon 
the  a b i l i t y  o f  the CSIM Project  t o  maintain a 
product ive dialogue and f low o f  ideas among the  
producer-compilers o f  the  Annual Re or t ,  i t s  data 
sources, and i t s  end u s e r s d v e m e n t  i n  
s ta te  cou r t  s t a t i s t i c s  has already been achieved, 
b u t  much remains t o  be done. 

Because of t h e i r  imoortance and oo ten t i a l  

of t e n s  being used by the  states t o  repor t  t h e i r  
caseloads. The need fo r  both a model annual 
repor t  and a s t a t i s t i c a l  d ic t ionary  of terms f o r  
cour t  usage became obvious. These documents, 
publ ished i n  1980, are t o  be used as too l s  t o  
ass i s t  the  s ta tes  i n  improving t h e i r  s t a t i s t i c s .  
Such improvement should eventual ly be re f lec ted  i n  
fu tu re  annual reports.  

The State Court Model Annual Report5 i s  a 
f l e x i b l e  working o u t l i n e  of c r i t i c a l l y  needed, 
basic management data t h a t  should, as a minimum, 
be included i n  s t a t e  cou r t  annual reports. The 
model i d e n t i f i e s  the  k inds of data and the types 
o f  d isp lay  needed f o r  caseload and other 
management 
D ic t ionar  i s  a companion document which 

usage f o r  repor t ing  c i v i l ,  c r im ina l ,  t r a f f i c .  
juven i le ,  and appe l la te  caseload inventory and 
manner o f  d i spos i t i on  as presented i n  the  model 
annual report.  The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s t ruc tu re  and 
d e f i n i t i o n s  serve as models of p re fe r red  
terminology and meanings f o r  purposes of statewide 
and nat ional  comparison. The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  the  
d ic t ionary  covers those data elements essent ia l  
f o r  c l a s s i f y i n g  cou r t  caseload inventory and 
manner o f  d ispos i t ion .  
d ic t ionary ,  publ ished i n  1984, contains rev is ions  
o f  those terms t h a t  experience has demonstrated 
needed improvement, as we l l  as add i t iona l  data 

The State Court Model S t a t i s t i c a l  

--+& prov es comnon terminology. de f i n i t i ons ,  and 

A supplement t o  the  

element s e t s  f o r  cour t  caseflow (events i n  case 
processing) which are needed t o  determine status 
of pending cases. 

l o g i c a l  f i r s t  step i n  promoting comparable cour t  
s t a t i s t i c s .  They were no t  ava i lab le  t o  states i n  

Both o f  these documents must be viewed as a 

t ime t o  a f fec t  t h e i r  repor t ing  systems o r  the  
nat ional  Annual Re o r t s  before 1980. 
N e v e r t h e l h e c t  w i l l  be not iceable i n  
each succeeding nat ional  - level  Annual Re opt 
because C S I M  technical  a s s i s t a n d  
internoven w i t h  the  Annual Re o r t  na t iona l  
s t a t i s t i c a l  series. d m p l i s h e d  by 
helping states adopt the suggestions i n  the model 
annual repo r t  and model s t a t i s t i c a l  d ic t ionary  and 
by proact ive i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s ta te  
systems t h a t  could bene f i t  from technical  
assistance d i rec ted  a t  helping resolve e x i s t i n g  
methodological problems o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
structure,  terminology, d e f i n i t i o n  of l o c a l  
data-report ing procedures, and data 
hand l ing / t rans fonat ion  procedures. To the  extent 
t h a t  such technical  assistance suggestions are 
adopted, i nd i v idua l  states d i r e c t l y  bene f i t  and 
the  Annual Re o r t  natio.ia1 s t a t i s t i c a l  ser ies 
i n d i d t s .  

model s t a t i s t i c a l  d ic t ionary  w i l l  consider 
development o f  f i n e r  l eve l s  of d e t a i l ,  expansion 
of the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  structure, and add i t i on  o f  
o ther  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n fona t ion .  

State Court Organization, 19807 i s  a lso 
re la ted  t o  the  annual repo r t  i n  t h a t  i t  contains 
the  types o f  organizat ional  in fo rmat ion  most o f ten  
sought by cour t  administrators and researchers. 

Court Case Management I n f o n a t i o n  System 

C o u r t s t a t i s t i c s  Projject and the  State Jud ic ia l  
Informat ion Systems Pro jec t  t o  provide a 
methodology f o r  bu i l d ing  a cou r t  informat ion 
system t h a t  would provide the data needed f o r  both 
d a i l y  cou r t  operations and l o n g e r - t e n  case 
management, resource a l loca t ion ,  and s t ra teg ic  
olannino. 

Future versions o f  the  model annual repor t  and 

Th 
Manual 8 was produced o i n t l y  by the  National 

- -  
1he"process o f  bu i l d ing  toward meaningful 

s t a t i s t i c s  takes time. Concurrently w i t h  

movement toward q u a l i t y  and prec is ion  i n  s ta te  
cour t  s t a t i s t i c s .  The necessar i ly  l o n g - t e n  
nature of t h i s  evolut ionary process w i l l  
con t r ibu te  g rea t ly  t o  year-to-year improvements 
and enhancements of the  s t a t i s t i c a l  series. Given 
the complexity o f  the  problems being faced, 
bu i l d ing  toward comparabi l i ty. q u a l i t y  assurance, 
and appropriate d e t a i l  i s  a necessary incremental 
process. It i s  i n  t h i s  l i g h t  t h a t  the C S I M  
Pro jec t  presents the data and analysis contained 
i n  the  Annual Report. 1979. 

l i ng  the Annual Re o r t  nat ional  & encourage 

5National Court S t a t i s t i c s  Project ,  National 
Center for State Courts, State Court Model Annual 
RepOrt (Uil l iamsburg, VA. 19801. 

7See footnote 4, above. 

%ee footnote 2, above. 

6National Court S t a t i s t i c s  Project ,  National 
Center f o r  State Courts, State Court Model 
S t a t i s t i c a l  D ic t ionary  Washington. D.C.: U.S. 
'Court P r i n t i n g  Office, 19801. 
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1979 State court caseload summary statistics 

Appellate court summary statistics 

I n  t h i s  section, tables are presented t o  show 
the caseload o f  appel late courts i n  1979. 
Appellate cour ts  are subdivided i n t o  courts o f  
l a s t  resor t  ( the f i n a l  cou r t  o f  appeal w i t h i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  state1 and intermediate appel late courts 
(courts whose primary work i s  the d i spos i t i on  o f  
i n i t i a l  appeals received from t r i a l  courts o f  gen- 
e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  admin is t ra t ive agencies, and 
whose decisions are usual ly  subject t o  appeal o r  
review by a cour t  o f  l a s t  reso r t  w i t h i n  a given 
s tate) .  For purposes o f  data presentation, i n  
some tables, the courts of l a s t  reso r t  have been 
d iv ided fur ther  i n t o  courts of l a s t  reso r t  i n  
states w i t h  intermediate appel late courts and 
courts of l a s t  reso r t  i n  states wi thout 
intermediate appel late courts. 

compiled from a l l  data t h a t  were avai lable,  both 
i n  annual reports and i n  unpublished data provided 
by i nd i v idua l  appel late cou r t  c le rks  and s tate 
cou r t  administrators. 

Three factors  r e s t r i c t  comparabi l i ty  from 
s ta te  t o  s ta te of these appel late cour t  caseload 
data. 
var ia t ions i n  case c lass i f i ca t i on ,  and var ia t ions 
i n  the way cases are counted. 

Major v a r i a t i o n  from s ta te  t o  s ta te i n  cour t  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  among appel late courts resu l t s  from 
the k i n d  and amount of d iscret ionary j u r i s d i c t i o n  
over i n i t i a l  appeals granted t o  courts o f  l a s t  re-  
s o r t  and t o  intermediate appel late courts. States 
having both l eve l s  o f  appel late courts general ly 
d i r e c t  the more d i f f i c u l t  appeals t o  the cou r t  of 
l a s t  resor t ,  but  these are not  necessar i ly  the same 
types o f  cases i n  every state. S imi lar ly ,  t r i a l  
courts of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  some states have 
inc identa l  appel late j u r i s d i c t i o n .  These cour ts  
may receive a large po r t i on  o f  the i n i t i a l  appeals, 
whi le  other states t h a t  do not assign appel late 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts w i l l  
have a l l  o f  t h e i r  appeals heard i n  the appel late 
courts. I n  these states the appel late courts w i l l  
have a much higher f i l i n g  rate,  but  not  necessarily 
more workload than i n  those states where appeals 
are heard i n  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. Another 
v a r i a t i o n  i n  appel late cou r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  i n  
the amount o f  d i sc re t i on  i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  granted 
t o  the court .  

The second major va r ia t i on  i n  appel late cou r t  
data a r i ses  i n  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  cases. Some 
courts repo r t  only t o t a l  f i l i n g s  w i th  no 
i nd i ca t i on  as t o  the types of cases included o r  
the propor t ion of the caseload each type accounts 
for .  Other courts repor t  only what they have 
designated as appeals. S t i l l  o ther courts 
c lass i f y  a l l  types o f  cases by case category. 
Often d e f i n i t i o n s  are not given f o r  the case 
categories. The types o f  cases c l a s s i f i e d  as 
appeals present a d i f f i c u l t  problem. Requests f o r  
b a i l  pending appeal, requests f o r  delayed appeal, 
and p e t i t i o n s  t o  stay the lower cou r t  r u l i n g  pend- 

Data presented i n  the fo l lowing tables were 

These are va r ia t i ons  i n  cou r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  

i n g  appeal general ly are not considered appeals, 
but  are counted as such i n  some courts. The ap- 
peals caseload w i l l  be i n f l a t e d  i n  these states. 
Comparison o f  appel late caseload i s  d i f f i c u l t  be- 
cause o f  these kinds o f  var ia t ions i n  the c l a s s i -  
f i c a t i o n  of the cases being counted. 

data resu l t s  from d i f ferences i n  the po in t  a t  
which cases are counted, and how they are 
counted. Some courts count cases as soon as the 
no t i ce  of appeal i s  f i l e d  whi le others count them 
a t  a l a t e r  event, such as the f i l i n g  of the record 
o r  the f i l i n g  of the appel lant 's  b r i e f .  
may i n f l a t e  o r  de f l a te  t h e i r  caseload by the way 
they count appeals of cr iminal  convict ions f o r  two 
o r  more defendants, by whether cross appeals are 
counted as separate cases, and by the way they 
count appeals granted through d iscret ionary 
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Courts wi th  d iscret ionary 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  sometimes repor t  the t o t a l  number of 
cases f i l e d  wi thout d is t inguish ing between 
mandatory and d iscret ionary j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases; o r  
they separate mandatory and d iscret ionary cases 
f i l e d  bu t  do not  ind icate the number of requests 
f o r  d iscret ionary review granted; or they provide 
separate data fo r  mandatory cases, d iscret ionary 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  granted, and d iscret ionary 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  denied; o r  they combine mandatory 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases and cases accepted f o r  review, 
but  repor t  separately the t o t a l  number of p e t i -  
t i o n s  f o r  review f i l e d ,  resu l t i ng  i n  double count- 
i n g  of granted p e t i t i o n s  f o r  review. 

I n  t r y i n g  t o  deal w i th  these many var ia t ions 
i n  case data, the Court S t a t i s t i c s  and In fonnat ion 
ttanagement Project  has presented as much 
informat ion as possible about the caseload. The 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of each cour t  i s  ou t l i ned  b r i e f l y  i n  
the cou r t  system char t  f o r  each s ta te  located i n  
Part  I 1  o f  t h i s  report .  
cou r t  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  i n  Part  I 1  i s  any 
avai lab le informat ion about case category 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o r  how and when cases are counted. 
Because the deciding of appeals i s  the primary 
funct ion o f  the appel late courts, data on appeals 
should be separated from data on procedural m a t -  
ters.  The s i g n i f i c a n t  di f ferences i n  the def in-  
i t i o n  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of cases i n  appel late 
courts have l e d  the C S I M  s t a f f  t o  define appel late 
caseload t o  include as 'cases' any appeal, any 
o r i g i n a l  proceeding, any request t o  appeal, o r  any 
sentence review only case. 

The appel late tables t h a t  f o l l ow  (Numbers 1 
through 1 3 )  are sequenced from the presentation o f  
general data t o  more spec i f i c  ana ly t i ca l  tables. 
The tables present general caseload, various anal- 
yses of caseload, c i v i l  and cr iminal  break-downs, 
and t ime-to-disposi t ion o f  appeals. The l a s t  two 
tables (Tables 12 and 13) present IO-year trends 
i n  f i l i n g s  f o r  those states repor t ing t o t a l  case 
data fo r  5 o r  more years, as wel l  as the number and 
percent change i n  f i l i n g s  f o r  these courts. 

The f i n a l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  appel late cou r t  case 

Courts 

A lso  presented i n  each 

11 
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TABLE 1: Reported and estimated national caseload for courts of last resort, intermediate 

appellate courts, and all appellate courts, 1979. 

Yar ia t ions i n  cou r t  organization: 

Puerto Rico have cour ts  o f  l a s t  resort .  Oklahoma 
and Texas have two cour ts  o f  l a s t  resor t ,  one t h a t  
hears c i v i l  cases and one t h a t  hears cr iminal  
cases. 

T h i r t y  s ta tes have intermediate appel la te  
courts. Four o f  these have two intermediate 
appel la te  courts. 

Var ia t ions i n  subject matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

intermediate appel la te  courts general ly have wide 
d i s c r e t i o n  i n  determining matters they w i l l  hear. 
Most appeals are heard as a matter of r i g h t  by 
intermediate appel la te  courts, and by cour ts  of 
l a s t  reso r t  i n  states without intermediate 
appel la te  courts. 
Y i r g i n i a  and Uest V i rg in ia  are exceptions.) 

Total  case f igures are not comparable from 
s ta te  t o  s ta te  wi thout  considering the m i x  of 
mandatory and d iscret ionary appeals heard by each 
cour t ,  and the va r ie t y  o f  case types included i n  
the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of each court.  

A l l  50 states, the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and 

Courts o f  l a s t  reso r t  i n  s ta tes w i t h  

(The cour ts  o f  l a s t  reso r t  i n  

Var ia t ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and d e f i n i t i o n s :  

Some states repo r t  t o t a l  cases processed 
wi thout  any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  case type. 
include, i n  t h e i r  reported caseload. only appeals 
t h a t  were decided on the merits. Some appel la te  
cou r t s  inc lude a l l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings, whi le  
others repor t  no o r i g i n a l  proceedings. Some 
s ta tes  do no t  d i s t i ngu ish  cases, from motions o r  
o ther  procedural matters. 

This repo r t  defines "appellate case" t o  
inc lude any appeal, o r i g i n a l  proceeding, request 
t o  appeal, o r  sentence review only case. 

Other states 

Swrces of data f o r  each cou r t  are found i n  the 
7Wi'vidual c o u r t  p r o f i l e s  i n  Pa r t  11. and i n  
Appendix 8. 

Reported cases: 

reported cases t h a t  were 100% complete w i t h  no "j" 
footnotes. These data can be found i n  Tables 2. 
3 ,  and 4. 

Percent o f  populat ion represented: 

State populat ion f i gu res  used f o r  a l l  
appellate cou r t s  and cour ts  o f  l a s t  reso r t  are 
frbm the rev ised 1979 Bureau o f  Census estimates 
and t o t a l  227,732.000 f o r  the 50 states, the 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia and Puerto Rico. Bureau of 
Census estimates fo r  the populat ion o f  the 30 
s8ates w i t h  intermediate appellate cour ts  i n  1979 
to ta led  194,305,000. 
iepresented f o r  each caseload category i s  based on 
the appropriate t o t a l  populat ion f igure.  

The reported cases f i gu res  conta in  the 

The percent o f  populat ion 

Estimated t o t a l s  from Appendix A: 

These f i gu res  represent the estimated data 
from those s tates who reported l e s s  than complete 
data. 
Appendix A. 

Estimated national t o t a l s :  

The estimating equations can be found i n  

Estimated national t o t a l s  f o r  1979 are the 
cumulative t o t a l s  of a l l  reported data t h a t  were 
complete p lus  the estimated data f o r  each s ta te  
no t  repor t ing complete data. This f i g u r e  f o r  " A l l  
appel la te  cour ts"  i s  the sum o f  estimated national 
t o t a l s  from "courts o f  l a s t  reso r t "  and 
"intermediate appellate courts." The procedure 
used t o  estimate incomplete or missing data i s  
discussed i n  Appendix A o f  t h i s  volume. 

Estimated cases per  judge: 

number of cases f i l e d  f o r  each appellate judge, 
and the number o f  cases i n  which each appel la te  
judge pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  the d isposi t ion.  

There were 914 judges assigned t o  appellate 
courts i n  1979: 354 i n  cour ts  of l a s t  resor t ,  and 
560 i n  intermediate appellate courts. 
estimated national t o t a l s  i n  each of the 
categories was d iv ided by the number of judges 
serving t h a t  l eve l  of court.  

Estimated cases per  100.000 populat ion: 

w i t h  which cases are f i l e d  and disposed i n  
appel la te  courts. 

ca lcu lated by d i v id ing  the estimated nat ional  
t o t a l s  by the appropriate populat ion f igure,  
2,277.32 f o r  a l l  appellate cour ts  and fo r  cour ts  
o f  l a s t  resor t ,  and 1,943.05 f o r  intermediate 
appel la te  courts. 

This measure i s  used t o  i nd i ca te  the average 

The 

This measure i s  used t o  i nd i ca te  the frequency 

Estimated cases per  100.000 populat ion were 

Examples of appropriate uses and techniques: 

The estimates o f  t o t a l  volume can be compared 
t o  the estimates o f  t o t a l  volume of cases f i l e d  
and disposed i n  t r i a l  cour ts  i n  Table 14 t o  
i nd i ca te  how frequently cases are appealed t o  
appellate courts. 
t o  the caseload o f  federal appel la te  cour ts  t o  
i nd i ca te  the propor t ion o f  appel la te  cases t h a t  
are heard i n  the s ta te  cou r t  systems. 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

These f i gu res  may be compared 

Data have been aggregated i n  order t o  make 
rough estimates o f  ove ra l l  national t o t a l s ,  bu t  
t h i s  has been done without regard t o  de f i n i t i ons  
of case categories and u n i t s  o f  count. The 
nat ional  estimates contained i n  t h i s  repo r t  should 
be viewed only as "ball-park' ' estimates, and not 
the exact volume o f  cases i n  s ta te  courts. 
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TABLE 1: 
Reported and estimated national caseload for courts of last resort, intermediate appellate 
courts, and all appellate courts, 1979. 
Estimated cases per judge and per 100,000 populafion. 

F i l e d  Disposed Reported and estimated caseload 

A l l  appellate courts 
Reported cases ........................................ 140.21 1 124.254 
Number o f  states repo r t i ng  complete data .............. 47 46 
Percent of populat ion represented by conplete data 86% 81% 
Estimated nat ional  t o t a l s  ............................. 170,000 164.000 

Reported cases ........................................ 51,555 47,028 
Number o f  states repor t ing conplete data. ............. 48 46 
Percent o f  populat ion represented by complete data 92% 81% 
Percent of  variance explained (R2) .................... 99% 99% 
Estimated t o t a l s  from Appendix A ...................... 6,289 8,273 
Estimated national t o t a l s  ............................. 58.000 55,000 

Reported cases ........................................ 99,446 90,022 
Number o f  states repo r t i ng  complete data .............. 29 28 
Percent o f  populat ion represented by conplete data 99% 99% 
Percent of variance explained ( R 2 )  .................... 98% 98% 
Estimated t o t a l s  from Appendix A ...................... 12,612 18.933 
Estimated nat ional  t o t a l s  ............................. 11 2,000 109,000 

A l l  appellate courts .................................. 186 180 
Courts of l a s t  resor t  ................................. 163 156 
Intermediate appellate courts ......................... 200 195 

A l l  appellate courts .................................. 75 72 
Courts o f  l a s t  resor t  ................................. 25 24 
Intermediate appel la te  courts ......................... 58 56 

Courts of l a s t  reso r t  

Intermediate appellate courts 

Estimated cases per judge 

Estimated cases per 100,000 populat ion 

Note: Reported cases f o r  a l l  appellate courts i s  less than the sum o f  reported cases for cou$s o f  
l a s t  resor t  and intermediate appellate courts due t o  the fact  t ha t  states w i th  mnre thanhone 

\ appellate court had t o  repor t  complete data f o r  a l l  i t s  appellate courts i n  order f o r  t h i s  
t a b l e  t o  d isp lay t o t a l  s ta te  appellate caseload. A s ta te  w i th  one court repor t ing complete 
data, and one court repor t ing incomplete data w i l l  not be reported i n  " A l l  appellate courts" 
but w i l l  have the complete data from the one cour t  reported i n  the appropriate section (i.e., 
e i t he r  "Courts of l a s t  reso r t "  or  "Intermediate appellate courts").  

\ 
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TABLE 2: Reported appellate court caseload for all appellate courts, 1979. 

Var ia t ions i n  cou r t  organization: 

l a s t  reso r t  ( t he  f i n a l  cou r t  o f  appeal w i t h i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  state1 and intennediate appel la te  
courts. 
these appellate cou r t  types. 

Variat ions i n  subject matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  have inc identa l  appellate 
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  These cour ts  may receive a l a rge  
po r t i on  o f  the i n i t i a l  appeals, whi le  o ther  s ta tes 
t h a t  do no t  assign appel la te  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  
general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cou r t s  w i l l  have a l l  t h e i r  
appeals heard i n  appel la te  courts. I n  these 
states the appel la te  cour ts  w i l l  have a much 
higher f i l i n g  rate,  bu t  no t  necessari ly more 
workload than those states hearing appeals i n  
general j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 

Sources o f  data: 

A l l  appellate cour ts  reported a t  l e a s t  some 
caseload inventory data f o r  1979. 

Data presented i n  t h i s  and the fo l l ow ing  
tables were compiled from both annual repor ts  and 
unpublished data provided by i nd i v idua l  appel la te  
cou r t  c le rks  and s ta te  cou r t  administrators. The 
sources o f  data fo r  each cou r t  are shown i n  the 
ind iv idual  cou r t  p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  
Appendix 8. 

Reported nat ional  t o ta l s :  

from states repo r t i ng  complete data i n  the 
inventory categories f o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  the state.  

Appellate courts are subdivided i n t o  cour ts  o f  

This tab le  presents data fo r  both o f  

I n  some states, t r i a l  cour ts  of general 

The reported nat ional  t o t a l s  inc lude only data 

Number of s ta tes report ing: 

Only those states t h a t  reported complete data 
f o r  a l l  appellate cour ts  are included i n  t h i s  
table. The tenn " s t a t e "  i n  t h i s  and fo l l ow ing  
tab les includes the 50 states, the D i s t r i c t  o f  
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Percent o f  populat ion represented: 

State populations used f o r  " a l l  appel la te  
cour ts"  are the revised 1979 Bureau o f  Census 
estimates and t o t a l  227,732.000 f o r  the 50 states, 
the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed as a percent o f  f i l e d .  The s t a t i s t i c  

This 
ind icates how wel l  a l l  the appel la te  cour ts  i n  a 
s ta te  are disposing o f  cases t h a t  are f i l e d .  
f i g u r e  may be somewhat dependent on the number o f  
appellate judges, as  wel l  as the types of cases 
t h a t  can be appealed. 
ind icates t h a t  the s ta te  appel la te  cour ts  are not 
keeping up w i t h  t h e i r  caseload. 
greater than lOoX ind icates t h a t  the cour ts  are 
beginning t o  clean up t h e i r  pending cases. 

A f igure l ess  than 100% 

A s t a t i s t i c  

L im i ta t i ons  on use: 

Comparisons should no t  be made among states 
before checking f o r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and differences 
among the s tates i n  the p r o f i l e  section i n  Par t  
11. When comparing the number of appeals f i l e d  
and disposed among states, a l so  consider the 
percent of the appeals t h a t  are d iscret ionary 
(i.e., the number of requests t o  appeal handled by 
e x s t a t e l ;  as wel l  as the number of appellate 
cour ts  i n  the state.  



TABLE 2: 
Reported appellate court caseload for all appellate courts. 1979 . 
Disposed as a percent of filing. Number of courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts . Reported 
national totals with number of states reporting and percent of population represented . 

15 

A l l  appel la te  courts 

D i  sDosed 

State Begin o i s -  End 
pending F i l e d  posed pending 

Alabama .................... 
Alaska ..................... 
Arizona .................... 
Arkansas ................... 
C a l i f o r n i a  ................. 
Colorado ................... 
Connecticut ................ 
Del aware ................... 
O i  s t r i  c t  o f  Columbia ....... 
Flor ida  .................... 
Georgia .................... 
Hawaii ..................... 
Idaho ...................... 
11 1 i n o i s  ................... 
Indiana .................... 
Iowa ....................... 
Kansas ..................... 
Kentucky ................... 
Louisiana .................. 
Maine ...................... 
Maryland ................... 
Massachusetts .............. 
Michigan.,. ................ 

7771 2. 0101 2. 0811 7061 
624 656 634 646 

1.693 3.027 3. 177 1.543 
277 I .  266 1. 082 461 

1. 353 2. 155 1. 997 1.511 
834 749 707 876 
329 ' 339 358 310 

1. 1341 1. 236 1.318 1. 0521 
8. 004 14.911 13.385 9.644 

3u4 3. 419 3. 322 401 
670 338 297 71 1 
500 410 354 556 

4. 225 7. 078 5. 956 5. 347 
910 1. 545 1. 746 709 
Y58 1.884 1.044 

1.259 
1. 213 2. 617 2. 567 1. 185 

5. 506 5. 193 
295 408 447 256 

0 9 2. 061 199 

16. 637 17.108 

;:E 

t i 7 i  ?% 1. 407 8111 
6.969 6. 667 

Minnesota1 ................. 
Miss iss ipp i  ................ 438 843 862 414 

Montana., .................. 472 516 
Mlssour i  ................... 2.274 2 P 
Nebraska' .................. 
Nevada ..................... 667 912 866 713 
New Hampshire .............. 155 293 303 145 
New Jersey ................. 5. 821 
New Mexico ................. 506 
New York' .................. 
North Carolina ............. 2.362 2.187 
North Dakota ............... 121 208 241 88 
n h i o  ....................... 9. 715 9. 504 

Orewn ..................... 1.697 4.183 4.168 1.697 
Oklahoma ................... 2.1181 2. 569 2.173 2. 5461 

as a 
percent o f  

. f i l e d  

104x1 
97% 

105% 
85% 

103% 
T 

94% 
106% 
107% 
90% 

y7x 
88% 
86% 
84% 

113% 
95x 

94% 
98% 
94% 

110% 
92% 

121% 

102% 
7004, 

109% 

95% 
103% 
116% 
98% 

93% 
116% 

---Ti-- 
85% 

100% 

100% 
98% 
711 

Number o f  
cour ts  

Last In te r -  
resor t  mediate 

1 0 
1 1 

1 0 
1 0 
1 1 
1 1 

1 1 
1 1 

. 
w 

1 1 
I 0 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 0 
1 

-I----+ 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 

Pennsylvania ............... 8.783 
Puerto Rico ................ 280 1.170 1. 165 285 
Rhode Is land ............... 569 486 478 577 
South Carol ina .............. - 2 50 33 
South Dakota ................ 283 319 327 276 103% 1 0 
Tennessee ................... 869 2. 292 2.329 832 102% 1 2 
Texas ....................... 4. 086 8. 304 7. 321 5. 018 88% 2 1 
Utah ........................ 618 534 86% 1 0 
Vermont ..................... 291 422 367 349 87% 1 0 
V i r g i n i a  .................... 775 1. 862 1. 810 857 97% 1 0 
Washington .................. 2. 306 3. 028 2. 988 2. 395 99% 1 1 
West V i r g i n i a  ............... 1. 012 804 79% 1 0 
Wisconsin ................... 2.619 2.2591 1. 157i 1 1 
Wyoming ..................... 132 177 222 87 125% 1 0 
Reported nat ional  t o t a l s *  ... 44. 618 140.211 124. 254 48. 070 ----56-7h 
Number states reporting'. ... 34 47 46 34 
Percent of populat ion 
represented* .............. 50% 86% 81% 50% 

[continued on next page) 

1 

1 1 
1 2 
1 1 
1 0 
1 1 
2 1 
1 1 
1 2 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 

-r-+ 
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TABLE 2: 
Reported appellate court caseload for all appellate courts, 1979. (continued) 

Note: For inc lus ion on t h i s  table. a case i s  defined as any appeal, o r i g i n a l  proceeding, request t o  appeal. 
o r  sentence review only case. 
A l l  ava i lab le data are entered i n  the tab le  and a l l  appropriate ca lcu lat ions are included. Blank 
spaces ind icate tha t  e i t h e r  the  data were unavailable or less than 90% complete. o r  the ca lcu lat ions 
were inappropriate. 

-- - Not applicable. 

iData are incomplete: 
Alabama--Total cases i n  the Court of Criminal Appeals do not include p e t i t i o n s  disposed of i n  the c l e r k ' s  

o f f i c e  a t  the d i rec t i on  o f  the court .  
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia--Pending data do not include special proceedings i n  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases. 
Massachusetts--Pending and f i l e d  f igures f o r  the Supreme Jud ic ia l  Court do not include cases heard i n  

Minnesota-Data were unavailable from the Supreme Court. 
Nebraska--All f igures were excluded because they d id  not include requests t o  appeal: therefore, the 

New York--State f igures were excluded because the Court o f  Appeals d id  not report  c i v i l  requests t o  

Oklahoma--Pending figures f o r  the Court of Appeals do not include c i v i l  requests t o  appeal. 
Wisconsin--The disposed and end pending f iugre f o r  the Supreme Court do not include miscellaneous 

"s ing le j u s t i c e  sessions." 

f igures were less than 90% complete. 

appeal or  other motions; therefore,  the f igures were probably less than 90% complete. 

o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases. 

*Reported nat ional  t o t a l s :  
The reported nat ional  t o t a l s  include only data f o r  states repor t ing data i n  the caseload category fo r  

a l l  courts i n  the state.  
t o ta l s .  

Number of states report ing:  
Reported cases f o r  courts of l a s t  resor t  and " a l l  appel late courts" are from the 50 states, the 

lncomplete data indicated by an "i" footnote are not included i n  the nat ional  

D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
30 states wi th  intermediate appel late courts. 

Reported cases f o r  intermediate appel late courts are from the  

Percent of populat ion represented: 
State populations used for courts of l a s t  resor t  and " a l l  appel late courts" are the  revised 1979 Bureau 

o f  Census estimates and t o t a l  227,732,000 f o r  the 50 states.  the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and Puerto 
R i m .  



TABLE 3: Detailed caseload categories for courts of last resort, 1979. 
TABLE 4: Detailed caseload categories for intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
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Variat ions i n  cou r t  organization: 

Table 3 contains caseload inventory by case 
type for the  courts of l a s t  resor t  i n  the 50 
states, the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Table 4 contains caseload inventory by case 
type f o r  the intermediate appel late courts i n  the  
30 states t h a t  have intermediate appel late courts. 

Var iat ions i n  subject matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Major va r ia t i on  from s ta te  t o  s ta te  resu l t s  
from the k ind  o f  d isc re t ionary  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
granted t o  cour ts  of l a s t  reso r t  and t o  
intermediate appel late courts. States having both 
l eve l s  o f  appel late courts general ly d i r e c t  the  
most d i f f i c u l t  appeals t o  the courts o f  l a s t  
resor t ,  b u t  these are no t  necessari ly the  same 
types o f  cases i n  every state. 

Although most courts o f  l a s t  resort ,  have 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  over o r i g i n a l  proceedings, 
d isc ip l inary ,  advisory opinion, and request t o  
appeal cases, intennediate appel late courts ra re l y  
hear these types o f  cases. The ind iv idua l  s ta te  
p r o f i l e s  broadly o u t l i n e  the  speci f ic  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
of each court.  

These var ia t ions  i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  make caseload 
comparisons among appel late courts extremely 
d i f f i c u l t .  

Var iat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  used by each s ta te  w i l l  be 
found i n  the  pe r t i nen t  s ta te  p r o f i l e  i n  Par t  11. 

This repor t  def ines "appel late case" t o  
include any appeal, o r i g i n a l  proceeding, request 
t o  appeal, o r  sentence review only case, and where 
possible, has placed each s ta te 's  case data w i t h i n  
these case c lass i f i ca t i ons .  

wi thout any i nd i ca t i on  as t o  the type of 
proceeding. Other states include i n  t h e i r  
caseload on ly  appeals t h a t  were decided on the  
meri ts.  Some appel late courts include a l l  
o r i g i n a l  proceedings, whi le others repor t  none. 
Some states do no t  d i s t i ngu ish  cases from 
procedural matters such as motions f o r  rehearing. 

C lass i f i ca t i on  of the same type of proceeding 
var ies  f r o m  s ta te  t o  state. For example, habeas 
corpus may be reported as a separate category. o r  
i t  may be subsumed i n  appeals, o r i g i n a l  
proceedings, o r  motions. 

Some states repor t  t o t a l  cases processed 

Soutxes o f  data f o r  each cour t  are found in ,  the  
3-e o ro f i l es  i n  Par t  11. and i n  
Appendtx 8. 

Reported nat ional  t o ta l s :  

The reported nat ional  t o t a l s  f o r  courts of 
l a s t  reso r t  (i.e., Table 3) and intermediate 
appel late cour ts  (i.e., Table 4) include on ly  data 
f o r  states repor t ing  complete data i n  the  caseload 
category. 

appear i n  parentheses were no t  included i n  the,, 
t o t a l s  t o  avoid double counting (see footnote e ). 

The number o f  requests t o  appeal granted t h a t  

Number of states repor t ing  f o r  cour ts  of l a s t  
resor t :  - 

Reported cases f o r  appeals and t o t a l  cases are 
from the  states t h a t  reported complete appeals 

data. Reported cases fo r  o r i g i n a l  proceedings and 
requests t o  appeal are from the 49 states handling 
o r i g i n a l  proceedings and 47 states handling 
requests t o  appeal t h a t  reported complete data f o r  
each o f  these categories. 

The term "state" i n  t h i s  and fo l low ing  tables 
includes the 50 states, the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico. 

Number o f  states repor t ing  f o r  intennediate 
appel late courts: 

Reported cases f o r  appeals and t o t a l  cases are 
from the 30 states w i t h  intennediate appel late 
courts t h a t  reported complete appeals data. 
Reported cas.es f o r  o r i g i n a l  proceedings and 
requests t o  appeal are from the 22 states handling 
these types of cases t h a t  reported complete data 
f o r  each o f  these categories. 

Percent o f  populat ion represented f o r  courts of 
l a s t  resor t :  

State populat ions used are the Bureau o f  
Census counts fo r  1979 and t o t a l  227,734,000 fo r  
the  50 states, the  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico. 
f o r  the 49 states handling o r i g i n a l  proceedings 
and 216,612,000 f o r  the 47 states handling 
requests t o  appeal. 

The t o t a l  populat ion i s  213,772.000 

Percent o f  populat ion represented f o r  intermediate 
appel late courts: 

State populat ions used are the Bureau o f  
Census counts fo r  1979 and t o t a l  194,305,000 fo r  
the  30 states w i t h  intermediate appel late courts. 
The t o t a l  populat ion i s  149,106,000 f o r  the 22 
states handling o r i g i n a l  proceedings and 
135,325,000 f o r  the  22 states handling requests t o  
appeal. The percent o f  populat ion represented fo r  
each caseload category i s  based on these t o t a l  
populat ion f igures.  

Appropriate analyses: 

Although these tables are designed p r imar i l y  
t o  d isp lay  t o t a l  caseload data. they may also be 
used fo r  some analysis. Comparisons may be made 
between caseload f igures  o f  courts o f  s i m i l a r  
type, for  example, between the number of mandatory 
appeals f i l e d  i n  courts o f  l a s t  resor t ,  and those 
f i l e d  i n  intermediate appel late courts. 

L imi ta t ions  on use: 

Comparisons should no t  be made among states 
before checking f o r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and differences 
among the states i n  the p r o f i l e  sect ion i n  Par t  
11. Before t o t a l  f igures are  compared. check t o  
be c e r t a i n  t h a t  a l l  courts are o f  the same type 
and have j u r i s d i c t i o n  over and reported data from 
the  same types o f  cases. Comparisons should not 
be made between courts of l a s t  reso r t  and 
intermediate appel late courts, o r  between courts 
o f  l a s t  reso r t  w i t h  and without intermediate 
appel late courts. Within comparable groups of 
courts, i t  may be sa fer  t o  make comparisons of 
types of cases than o f  the t o t a l  caseload. When 
comparing the  number o f  appeals f i l ed ,  disposed, 
o r  pending among states, a lso  consider the  percent 
o f  the appeals t h a t  are d isc re t ionary  (numbers i n  
parentheses) and the  number o f  requests t o  appeal 
handled by each state. 



l8 TABLE3: 
Detailed caseload categories for courts of last resort, 1979. 
Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, sentence review only, and total cases. Reported national totals with 
number of states reporting and percent of population represented. 

Begin pending F i l e d  

State and cour t  t i t l e  

?ilabama--Suprem Court ................... 
Alaska-Suprere Court .................... 
Arizona-Supreme Court ................... 
Arkanras--Swrere C o ~ r t  .................. 
C a l l f o r m a - - %  r e m  Court ................ 
Connect ic i t - -Swrene Court ............... 
Oela*are--SWrere court .................. 
O i s t r i c t  of Colmbid--COJrt  of A ~ ~ e a l s . .  . 

Eobloraoo--SlPr:re court .................. 

Florida-SLprerne Cobrt ................... 
Georg id - -Sdprere  C o ~ r t  ................... 
hara i i - -SJorere Court .................... 
Idaho--Supreme Court ..................... 
111inoir--Suprere Court .................. 
Indiana--Supreme Court ................... 
loua--Suprere Court ...................... 
Kansas-Supreme Court .................... 
Kentucky--Suprere Court .................. 
Louisiana-Supreme C o w t  ................. 

Ourt .................. 
rt .................... 

................ ............... 

-STATE TOTAL .................... 
Suprene C O U T t  .......................... 
Court of Criminal Appeals .............. 

Owgan-Supreme Court .................... 
Pennsylyania--Sup~e.e Court ....,......... 
Pherto Rico--Suorere Court ............... 
Rhode Island--Supreme Court.. ............ 
South Carolina--Supreme Court ............ 
South Dakota--Supreme Court .............. 
Tennessee--suprere Court ................. 
Texas-STATE TOTAL ....................... 

supreme Court... ....................... 
Court of Cr iminal  Appeals...... ........ 

ULah--Suprem Court.. .................... 
remont--supreme cour t  ................... 
V3i,rginia--Suprene Court .................. 
Yashington--Suprere Court ................ 
YPst Virginia-Supreme Court of Appeals.. 
Yi'rconsin--SuDrere CoUrt ................. 
Uyomlnq--S"preme cour t  ................... 
Reportea na t l ana l  t o t a l s '  ................ 
Ntmoer of s t a t e s  repor t ing.  .............. 
&?.cent o f  popu la t i on  represented........ 

0 0 0 0 
506 6 61 51 624 
100 111 NH 211 
265 12 NH 277 

X X X 350 
608 11 619 
321 8 NH 329 

X X X 1,363 
158 NH 146 304 
667 3 670 
497 3 500 
172 13 188 373 

X X X 109 
X 1 1 K 

X x 129 236 

X X X 1,134i 

221 22li 

257 0 NH 38 295 
28 0 0 28 

1754 x X 1751 
X X X 850 

433 5 438 
82 X X 131 

4883' (1) 4884 
X X X 667 
x x  155 

151 32 351 534 
X X X 197 

X X X 21 
121 0 0 121 

X X X x 2.002 
X X X 1,620 
X X X X 382 
X x 109 251 

86 29 165 280 
441 23 105 569 

X X I75 ... 
x x  X 283 

46 NH 142 188 
2.537 0 243 2.782 

30 0 152 NH 184 
2,507 NH 91 2,598 

289 2 291 
192 114 469 775 
151 I 134 294 

X 5 i  x 5 i  
X X NH 132 

8.817 368 2,253 89 18.229 
25 20 16 2 39 

401 32% 34% 61% - 

362 ( 66)e TO2 L98 762 1 6 f l  
438 37 141 40 656 
120 908 NH 1.028 
515 135 NH 650 

254 311 375 941 
515 99 614 
317 22 N* 339 

1.1173' 119 (j ) 1,236 
372 520 1.669 2.561 

303 35 338 
380 30 410 

15 (158)e 799 ( 3 5 ~  2.970 3,784 ( 1 9 3 ~  

1140)e NH m 1.450 (m 

X ( 27 X X 604 ( 271e1 

290 ( ii)e 33 120 443 ( ii)e 
185.(1751e io4 465 754 ( 1 7 5 ~  
4933(529)e 78 2,271 2.842 ( 5 2 9 ~  

47 (1011e 30 463 540 lOlF 
3391 X X 3391 

99 ( 1 4 0 ) ~ ~  107 ( 81e 1,140 1.346 (148)e, 

1.501 ( 2b)b X X X 1,507 ( 26)e  

356 3 NH 49 408 

x ( 55)e 42 1,428 1.470 ( 5 5 F  

700 143 843 
170 in2 332 684 
362 110 472 
638j (j ) 6384 
681 214 17 912 

7n KIR _ _  ... 
418 4 422 

1 Rd 7a 
577 1,862 7% (207F x (207je X X _ _  -. - 

X (353)e 518 494 i,oii ( 3 5 3 ~  
548 88 636 

X X NH 177 
21.056 6.122 22.617 89 51.555 

47 41 30 2 48 
88% 75% 74% 92% 

NOW: Far i n c l u s i o n  on t h i s  tab le,  a case i s  def ined as any 
appeal. o r i g i n a l  proceeding. request t o  appeal, or  
sentence r e v i e r  on ly  case. 

A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data are entered i n  the  tab le.  Blank spaces proceedings cases. Or ig ina l  proceedings disposed cares do 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  data were unavai lable.  or  l e s s  than 901 
complete. 
number of requests t o  appeal t h a t  wepe granted. were not 
i nc luded  I n  any Of t he  ca lcu lat iOns.  

i o a t a  are not  complete: 
O i S t r i C t  of Columbia--Cowt o f  Appeals-Pending data do not  

i nc lude  some o r i g i n a l  

no t  inc lude Or ig ina l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases. 
Indiana--Supreme Court--The number of c r im ina l  p e t i t i o n s  t o  

t r a n s f e r  granted w e ~ e  unavai lable.  
Kan~as--Supreme C O w t - - T O t d  pending cases do not  

i nc lude  o r i g i n a l  proceedings 07 requests t o  appeal. 
n*ssachUZetti--SYpTeme J u d i c i a l  Court-Total cares f i gu res  do 

no t  inc lude o r i g i n a l  proceedings o r  requests t o  appeal 
carer. 

Nebraska-Supreme Court-Total cases f i gu res  do not i nc lude  
requests t o  appeal. 

New York-Court o f  Appeals- Requests t o  appeal and t o t a l  
cases f i l e d  and disposed do not inc lude c i v i l  requests 
t o  appeal o r  other nat ions.  

Oklahoma--Court o f  Criminal Appeals- Requests t o  appeal do 
no t  inc lude c r im ina l  cares. 
j u s t i c e  sessions." 

Umbers i n  parentheses. represent ing the  

NH D This care type i s  not  handled i n  t h i s  Court. 
x 

eCases are not inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  

The data f o r  t h i s  case type a m  known t o  be inc luded i n  the  
t o t a l .  but  were unavai lab le by category. Pending and f i l e d  appeals do not  inc lude ' "s ing le  

A request t o  appeal granted i s  not counted as a disposed 
request t o  appeal or as a f i l e d  appeal. 
d i spos i t i on  only when the r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed. 
numbers of requests t o  appeal granred are the  f i gu res  
appearing i n  parentheses. 
i n  any of the ca l cu la t i ons .  

It i s  counted as a 
The 

These numbers were not  inc luded 
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Oispased End pending 

722 140 862 411 8 414 
171 173 344 688 81 X X 128 

6601 ( J i  
X X 516 

X 
66oi 443j ( j )  4431 

X 866 X X X 713 
X X 145 

122 22 307 451 
X X X 207 

X X X 19 
88 0 0 88 

X x i32i x 2.383 
X X 132 1.903 
X X X X 480 

X X x (104V 799 po& x x 92 164 
X X X (215)c X 541 1 228 716 

232 34 899 1.165 103 22 160 285 
291 61 126 478 480 20 77 577 

X X 507 333 0 333 
276 

L2/ NH 574 (rn X X X 327 X X X 
801 [iziie 9 9 NH 142 241 

2.606 19 2.426 ( m ) e  5,051 (2421e 3.293 o 246 3.539 
84 19 791 (146): 894 (i461e 55 0 198 253 

2,522 NH 1,635 (1451 4,157 (145)e 3,238 NH 48 3.286 
1 536 _ _  

349 362 5 367 348 1 
235 316 1.259 w o v e  1,810 (207)e 217 79 561 857 
175 19 561 755 177 20 145 342 
236 326. (i92)e 242 ( ~ 5 z ) e  804, (4441e 
449 50' 4991 108 di 1121 

X X NH 222 X X NH 87 
18,719 13b 47.028 10.736 323 2,469 59 20,618 

41 31 27 3 46 28 22 17 2 40 
82% 65% 671 81% 48% 39% 40% 66% 

18.300 5,089 

Yiscansin--Supreme Court-- O r i g i n a l  proceedings and total 
cases f i l e d  and pending do not inc lude miscellaneous 
o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases. 

O i s t r i c t  of Colurnbia--Filed and disposed appeals inc lude 

t h e  state.  
t o t a l s .  Figures marked w i t h  an '"i" footnote were no t  
included; t h o l e  marked N i t h  a " j "  were included. The 
numbers o f  request t o  appeal granted t h a t  appear i n  
parentheses were n o t  i nc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l s  t o  avo id  double 

Only complete data were included i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

jExp lanat ion  Of data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 

r R I U e S t l  t o  loneal .  count ing (see foo tno te  "e" ) .  
~~ ~ r r ~ ~ ~ ~  

Louisiana-Supreme Court-Filed and disposed appeals inc lude a 
few habeas corpus o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases. 

Nebraska-Supreme CouTt-- Appeals inc lude a minimal number Of 
o r i g i n a l  proceedings. 

Oklahoma--CouPt of Criminal Appeals--Filed and disposed 
appeals inc lude c r i m i n a l  requests t o  appeal and sentence 
r e r i e w  on ly  cares. 

Pennrylvania--Supreme Cowt-The appeals f i l e d  f i g u r e  includes 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  cases. 

Number &s ta tes  repor t ing :  
Reported cares f o r  appeals and t o t a l  cares are  from t h e  50 
s t a t e r ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. and Puerto Rico. Reported 
cases from o r i g i n a l  proceedings and requests t o  appeal are 
from the  49 s t a t e r  and 47 s t a t e r  handl ing O r i g i n a l  
Droceedinos and r e w e s t  t o  aooeal, resoec t ive lv .  

'Reported na t iona l  tota ls :  
The repor ted  na t iona l  t o t a l s  inc luded only data f o r  s t a t e r  

r e p o r t i n g  data i n  the  caref low category f a r  a l l  courts i n  

~. 
Percent o f  popu la t ion  represented: 

S ta te  populat ions (excluding Minnesota) used a r e  t h e  rev ised 
Bureau of Census est imates.  and t o t a l  223.696.000 from the 
49 s ta tes ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of.CoIunbia.. and Puerto R i m .  The 
total popu la t ion  i s  213,772,000 f o r  the  49 s t a t e r  handl ing 
o r i g i n a l  proceedings and 216.612.000 f o r  t h e  47 stater 
hand l ing  requests t o  appeal. 
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TABLE 5: Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases 

TABLE 6: Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases 
for courts of last resort, 1979. 

for intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cour t  organization: 

displayed i n  Tables 3 and 4, and the same 
va r ia t i ons  i n  cou r t  organizat ion apply. 

Var iat ions i n  subject  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Tables 5 and 6 display a po r t i on  o f  the data 
displayed i n  Tables 3 and 4, and the same 
var ia t ions i n  subject  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n  apply. 

Var iat ions i n  case c lass i f i ca t i ons  and de f i n i t i ons :  

The t o t a l  cases column i n  Tables 5 and 6 i s  
the same as i n  Tables 3 and 4, and includes a l l  
appeals, o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases, requests t o  
appeal, and sentence review only cases. Only two 
case types--appeals and requests t o  appeal --are 
displayed i n  Tables 5 and 6, both separated, where 
data were avai lable,  i n t o  c i v i l  and cr iminal  
categories. 

These tables ind icate t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
minor i ty  o f  states f a i l  t o  break down appeals i n t o  
even the most general case types--c iv i l  and 
cr iminal .  

The sum of c i v i l  and cr iminal  cases may not 
add up t o  the f igures shown f o r  appeals and 
requests t o  appeals i n  Tables 3 and 4 because 
other types of appeals and requests t o  appeal may 
be included. (See the pe r t i nen t  s ta te  p r o f i l e  i n  
Part  I 1  f o r  t h i s  informat ion.)  

The types of cases c lass i f i ed  as appeals 
present a p a r t i c u l a r  problem. Matters such as 
requests f o r  b a i l  pending appeal, requests fo r  
delayed appeal, and p e t i t i o n s  t o  stay the lower 
cour t  r u l i n g  pending appeal general ly are not  
considered appeals, bu t  are counted as such i n  
some courts, i n f l a t i n g  the appel late caseload i n  
those states. 

Courts w i th  d iscret ionary j u r i  sd i c t i on  
sometimes repor t  the t o t a l  number of cases f i l e d  
wi thout d is t inguish ing between mandatory and 
d iscret ionary cases; o r  they separate mandatory 
and d iscret ionary cases f i l e d  but  do not  ind icate 
the number o f  requests f o r  d iscret ionary review 

Tables 5 and 6 display a po r t i on  o f  the data 

granted. Some provide separate data fo r  mandatory 
cases, d iscret ionary review granted, and 
d iscret ionary review denied, whi le others combine 
mandatory cases and cases accepted f o r  review, but  
repor t  separately the number o f  p e t i t i o n s  for  
review f i l e d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  double counting of 
granted p e t i t i o n s  fo r  review.. 

Sources o f  data f o r  each cou r t  are found i n  the 
i n d i v i d u a l  p ro f i l es  i n  Par t  I1 and i n  Appendix B. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Although these tables are designed p r i m a r i l y  
t o  display the breakdown of appel late caseloads 
i n t o  the c i v i l  and cr iminal  case types, they may 
a lso be used f o r  some analysis. 
c i v i l  t o  cr iminal  appeals may be ca lcu lated f o r  
any court. These r a t i o s  m a y  be compared between 
cour ts  o f  s i m i l a r  type. 
appeals t o  c i v i l  requests t o  appeal m a y  be 
ca lcu lated and compared t o  the r a t i o  of cr iminal  
appeals t o  requests t o  appeal. 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

The r a t i o  o f  

The r a t i o  of c i v i l  

Although cases are i d e n t i f i e d  as being c i v i l  
o r  cr iminal  on t h i s  table,  the d e f i n i t i o n s  used by 
the courts t o  make t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  may d i f fer .  
One cour t  may include j u v e n i l e  appeals, and 
appeals of admin is t ra t ive agehcy cases i n  i t s  
c i v i l  appeal category. Other courts may repo r t  
these cases i n  three separate categories, as 
recomnended i n  the Model S t a t i s t i c a l  Dict ionary.  
Before comparisons are made, one should check each 
cou r t  p r o f i l e  t o  determine whether there i s  any 
i nd i ca t i on  of the types of cases included i n  the 
c f v i l  o r  cr imfnal  category. 

For those courts t h a t  repor t  non-c iv i l  and 
cr iminal  cases i n  separate categories and f o r  
those t h a t  have j u r i s d i c t i o n  over o r i g i n a l  
proceedings i n  add i t i on  t o  the appeals and request 
t o  appeal cases reported here, the sum of the 
f igures reported fo r  any case category on the 
tab le  w i l l  be less than the t o t a l  cases f igure 
reported fo r  t h a t  case category. 

8- 
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Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases for courts of last 
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Beginnrng pending F i l e d  
Requests Req"e3tS 

State and c o u r t  t i t l e  Appeals t o  appeal Appeals t o  appeal 
Total  Total  

C i v i l  Cr im ina l  C i v i l  Cr im ina l  cases C i v i l  Cr im ina l  C i v i l  Cr iminal  cases 

Alabama--Supreme Court ................ 0 0 0 0 o x  X X X 762 ( 66)e 
Alarka--Suprem Court ................. 297 209 624 305 133 656 
Arizona--Suprere Court ................ 36 59 NH NH 211 50 69 NH NH 1.028 
Arkansas--Supreme Court ............... 171 86 NH NH 277 317 181 NH NH 650 
California--Supreme Court ............. o ( 92)e 15 ( 66je  1,468 1.502 3.784 ( i93)e  

COlOradO--SuDre~ Court. .............. X X X X 350 81 121 X x 941 
- 

Connecticut--Supreme Court ............ 487 121 619 425 90 614 
Oelauare--Supreme Court ............... 188 133 NH NH 329 191 126 NH NH 339 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia-Court o f  Aooealr X X X x 1.109 419 574 X X 1.236 , .  
Florida--Supreme Court ................ X X X X 11363 X X X X 2:561 

Georgia--Supreme Court ................ X X X X 304 X X X x 1,450 (140)~ 
Hawaii-4upreme Court ................. 389 278 670 171 132 338 
Idaho-Supreme Court .................. 292 132 500 215 93 410 
I l l inois--Supreme C o u ~ t  ............... 82 54 87 101 373 5 ( 94je 21 ( 46je 597 543 1.346 ( i w e  
Indiana-Supreme Court ................ X X 0 X 109 x X 209 x 604 ( 

Iowa--Supreme Court ................... 
Kanras--Supreme Court ................. 
Kentmky--Supreme Court ............... 
Louisiana--Supreme Court .............. 
Maine--Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court ......... 
Maryland--Court o f  Appeals ............ 
M~SsIChUSettS--S"preme J u d i c i a l  Court. 
Michigan--Supreme Court ............... 
Mlnnerota--Suprem Cour t i  ............. 
Mississippi--Supreme Court ............ 
Missouri--Supreme Court ............... 
bntana--Supreme Court ................ 
Nebraska--Supreme Court ............... 
Nevada--Supvem Court ................. 
Hew Ibmpshire-Supreme C o w t  .......... 
New Jersey--Supreme Court  ............. 
New we*lco--s"p~eme CoUTt ............. 
North Dakota-Supreme Court ........... 
New York--Court O f  Appeals ............ 
North Carolina--Suprene Court ......... 
Ohio--Supreme Court ................... 
Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL ................. 

Supreme Court ....................... 
Court of Cr iminal  Appeals ........... 

Oregon--Supreme Court ................. 
Pennsylvania--Supreme Court ........... 
h e r t o  Rico--Supreme Court ............ 
Rhode Island--Sbpreme Court.. ......... 
South Carolina--Supreme Court ......... 
South Dakota-Suoreme Court ........... 

x 1,507 ( 88o.1.00~ ( x)e 493 ( xje x 
2211 x 1 x le  x i x ie  443 1 iile 

X X X X 
X X . .  . ,  
X X X X 236 X X X x 754 ii75je 

X X X x 2,842 (5zg)e  
187 70 NH NH 295 238 118 NH NH 408 

X X X X 850 X X X 

X X 438 487 210 843 

X X X X 131 125 45 X X 684 
288 74 472 

297 113 4881 319 215 6381 
X X 667 257 424 912 
X X 155 X X 293 

X X X x 1,721 (146je 
X X x 2.002 741 ( 7i)e x 189 x 1,922 ( 94)e 
X NH NH 1.620 741 ( 7l)e NH 189 NH 1,176 ( 7i)e 

NH X NH X 382 NH X NH x 746 ( 23je 
X X X X 251 13 ( 47)e x ( 361e x x 727 (io4)e 

X X X x 1,850 (215)e 

X X X X 283 X X X x 319 ( x)e 

5 58 X X 280 45 117 X X 1,170 
277 119 X X 569 215 82 X X 486 

X X 125 433 184 715 

x 854 (izije Tennersee--Suprerne Court .............. X X X X 188 x X X 
Texas--STATE TOTAL .................... 30 2,507 152 91 2,782 24 ( 3,108 ( 1 4 5 ~  983 1,737 5.859 (z4zle 

Court of Cr iminal  Appeals ........... NH 2,507 NH 91 2.598 NH 3,108 (145je Nn 1,737 4.845 (145je 

Vermnt-Supreme Court ................ X X 291 296 100 422 
Virginia--Supreme C o w t  ............... X X 177 277 775 (168je ( 39)e x x 1.862 (207je 

Uest Virginia--Suprem Court o f  Appeal X X X x 1.012 ( 3 5 3 ~  

Supreme Court ....................... 30 NH 152 NH 184 24 ( 85)e NH 983 NH 1,014 ( 97)e 

Utah--Supreme Court ................... 377 ' 107 618 

Uashington--Supreme Court 106 45 51  55 294 149 35 222 190 785 

uisconrin--supreme c o u r t  .............. X X 636 
uyomrnng--supreme Court ................ X X NH NH 132 X X NH NH 177 

Note: For  I n c l u s i o n  on t h i s  tab le .  a care i s  defined as any appeal. o r i g i n a l  proceeding. request t o  appeal. or sentence r e v i e r  mly case. 
T o t a l  cases pending. f i l e d .  and disposed inc lude o r i g i n a l  proceedings and sentence renew on ly  as w e l l  as a l l  appeals and a l l  
requests t o  appeal. 
than 901 complete. 

............. 

A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data a re  entered i n  t h e  tab le .  Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data were unavai lable,  or  less  

NH - This case t y p e  I S  not handled i n  t h i s  Court. 
x = me data f o r  t h i s  case type a r e  known t o  be inc luded i n  

--  I Not appl icable.  

eores are no t  inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  

<Data are incomplete:  
Indiana- Requests t o  appeal granted do not inc lude data from 

c r i m i n a l  p e t i t i o n s .  
Kansas--Total cases pending do no t  Inc lude requests t o  appeal. 
Hassachusetts--Filed and pending data do no t  Inc lude " s i n g l e  j u s t i c e  

sessions." 
Uinnesota--No data were reported f o r  t h e  Minnesota Supreme Court. 
Nebmska--TOtal cases do no t  inc lude requests t o  appeal. 
Yiscmi in--Oisposed and end-pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude 

t h e  t o t a l ,  bu t  were unava i lab le  by category. 

A request t o  appeal granted i s  not counted as a disposed 
request t o  appeal o r  as a f i l e d  appeal. lt i s  counted 
as a diSpOsit ion o n l y  when t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  
disposed. The numbers Of requests t o  appeal granted are 
t h e  f igures  appearing i n  parentheses i n  t h i s  tab le .  

miscellaneous o r l g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t l o n  cases. 
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O i i p o i e d  End pending 
Requests Requests 

Appeals t o  appeal Appeals t o  appeal 
Tota l  T o t a l  

C i v i l  Cr iminal  C i v i l  Cr iminal  cases  C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  C i v i l  C r i m i n a l  cases 

X X X X 762 ( 66)e 0 0 0 0 0 
254 139 634 346 200 646 

79 72 NH NH 1,095 7 56 , NH NH 144 
424 221 NH NH 783 64 46 NH NH 144 

75 49 1.355 ( i i v  1,422 ( 8 o ) e  3,669 ( i93)e  

X X X X a77 X X X X 414 
390 57 X X 542 522 154 691 
z ia  124 NH NH 358 161 135 NH NH 310 

X X X X 1.318 X X X X 1,027 
X X X X 2,524 X X X X 1,403 

X X X X 1,353 ( i4o )e  401 
111 155 297 449 255 711 

133 38 X X 688 X X X X iza 
341 214 66oi 263 110 4431 

X X 516 

X X 866 X X 713 
X X 303 X X 145 

95 46 X X 
X X X X 

423 147 X 1,530 
X X 216 ( 46)e 139 

iia 45 

716 
40 101 X X 1.165 (215)e io 74 X X 285 

205 54 X X 478 287 147 X X 577 
X X 507 220 89 333 
X X X X 327 ( )e x X X X 276 

277 72 367 X X 349 
X x 384 ( 1 6 8 ~  758 ( 39)e 1,810 ( 2 0 7 ~  x x 271 283 857 

141 34 229 179 755 135 4 2  52 65 342 
X X X X ao4.(353)e 

X X 499’ X X O 0 , 1121 
X X NH NH 222 X X NH NH 87 
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TABLE 7: Caseload for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
TABLE 8: Caseload for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
TABLE 9: Caseload for intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 

va r ia t i ons  i n  cou r t  organization: 

i n  states w i th  intermediate appel late courts have 
been separated from the states wi thout 
i n t e n e d i a t e  appel late courts, whi le Tables 7 and 
9 together show the t o t a l  appel late caseload i n  
those states w i th  intermediate appel late courts. 

These tables contain the same caseload 
inventory data t h a t  i s  shown i n  Table 2, and the 
same var ia t ions i n  c o u r t  organizat ion apply t o  
these tables. 

I n  Tables 7 and 8, the courts o f  l a s t  reso r t  

Var iat ions i n  subject  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

The j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  each cou r t  i s  ou t l i ned  
b r i e f l y  i n  the cou r t  system organizat ion char t  f o r  
each s tate located i n  Part  I 1  o f  t h i s  report .  

Major v a r i a t i o n  from s ta te  t o  s ta te resu l t s  
from the type of mandatory and d iscret ionary 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  over I n i t i a l  appeals granted t o  
courts of l a s t  reso r t  and t o  intermediate 
appel late courts. 
appel late courts general ly d i r e c t  the more 
d i f f i c u l t  appeals t o  the cour t  o f  l a s t  re$ort ,  but  
these are not  necessarily the same types o f  cases 
i n  every state. 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  have inc identa l  appel late 
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  which affects the  number o f  appeals 
f i l e d  i n  the appel late courts. 

Var iat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

Total  case f igures may not  be comparable f r o m  
state t o  state. 

Some states repo r t  t o t a l  cases processed 
without any i n d i c a t i o n  as t o  what types o f  
proceedings are included. 
t h e i r  caseload only appeals t h a t  were decided on 
the merits. 
o r i g ina l  proceedings, whi le others repor t  none. 
Some states do not  d i s t i ngu ish  appeals and other 
cases from procedural matters. 

Var iat ions i n  counting cases: 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  granted t o  courts o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  and 
i n t e n e d i a t e  appel late courts vary from state t o  
state. Courts w i th  d iscret ionary j u r i s d i c t i o n  
sometimes repo r t  the t o t a l  number o f  cases f i l e d  
wi thout d is t inguish ing between mandatory and 
d iscret ionary cases; o r  they separate mandatory 
and d iscret ionary cases f i l e d  but  do not  i nd i ca te  
the number of requests f o r  d iscret ionary review 
granted. Some provide separate data f o r  mandatory 
cases, d iscret ionary review granted, and 
d iscret ionary review denied, whi le others combine 
mandatory cases and cases accepted f o r  review, bu t  
repor t  separately the number o f  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  
review f i l ed ,  resu l t i ng  i n  double counting of 
granted p e t i t i o n s  f o r  review. 

proceedings. Some courts count cases when the 
not ice o f  appeal i s  f i l ed .  Others wa i t  t o  count 

States having both l eve l s  o f  

I n  some states t r i a l  courts o f  general 

Other states include i n  

Some appel late courts include a l l  

The k ind  and amount o f  d iscret ionary 

Courts may count cases a t  d i f f e r e n t  stages i n  

cases u n t i l  they are argued o r  submitted on 
br ie fs .  Courts which count cases a t  stages t h a t  
occur l a t e r  i n  case processing w i l l  not  count 
those cases on which a not ice o f  appeal i s  f i l e d  
but  l a t e r  the pa r t i es  decide not  t o  pursue the 
subsequent stages. The manner o f  counting cases 
i n  each cou r t  i s  given i n  Table 11 and on each 
ind i v idua l  appel late cou r t  p r o f i l e  i n  Part  I 1  o f  
t h i s  report .  

Sources o f  data f o r  each cour t  are found i n  the 
tnd i v idua l  p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  I 1  and i n  Appendix 8. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed cases as percent o f  f i l e d .  This 
measure reoresents the Dercent o f  the number o f  
f i l e d  cases t h a t  the cou r t  was able t o  dispose. 
The percent i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the number o f  
cases f i l e d  by the number disposed and then 
mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cour t  disposed more 
cases than were f i l e d ,  thus reducing pending 
caseload. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  not  keeping up 
w i th  the volume o f  cases beina f i l e d .  This 

A percent s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less than one 

measure was not  computed if the number of cases 
f i l e d  was less than ten. 

End pending as percent o f  f i l e d .  This f i gu re  
gives the percent o f  the number o f  f i l e d  cases 
t h a t  were pending a t  the end o f  the year. 
measure i s  computed by d i v id ing  the number of 
cases pending a t  the end of the year by the number 
o f  cases f i l e d  and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one 
hundred. A value o f  one hundred percent ind icates 
t h a t  the number of cases pending a t  the end of the 
year was equal t o  the number o f  cases f i l e d  dur ing 
the year. A value higher than one hundred percent 
ind icates a pending caseload la rge r  than cases 
f i l e d ,  whi le a value lower than one hundred 
percent ind icates a pending caseload smaller than 
the number o f  cases f i l e d .  
computed i f  the number o f  cases f i l e d  was less 
than ten. 

This 

This percent was not  

Number change i n  pending caseload. This 
number gives the net increase o r  decrease i n  
pending caseload f o r  the cou r t  year by subtract ing 
the number o f  cases pending a t  the beginning o f  
the year from the number o f  cases pending a t  the 
end of the year. 
ca lcu lat ion,  subtract ing the number disposed from 
the  number f i l e d ,  was used when pending data were 
unavailable o r  incomplete. 
formula was used. the resu l t i ng  number was 
enclosed i n  parentheses. 
ind icates t h a t  the pending caseload increased 
dur ing the year whi le a negative number ind icates 
t h a t  the pending caseload was reduced i n  size. 
Thus, a large negative change i n  pending ind icates 
t h a t  the cou r t  i s  keeping the caseload current,  
whi le a large pos i t i ve  change i n  pending would 
ind icate t h a t  the cour t  has not  kept pace w i th  i t s  
f i 1 i ngs. 

An a l te rna t i ve  t o  t h i s  

When t h i s  a l ternate 

A pos i t i ve  number 
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Percent change i n  pending caseload. This 
percentage ind icates the change i n  pending cases 
r e l a t i v e  t o  the nLmDer o f  cases pending a t  the 
beginning of the year, and i s  obta ined~by d i v i d i n g  
the number change i n  pending caseload by the 
number of cases pending a t  the beginning o f  the 
year  and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. 
f igure cannot be ca lcu lated i f  the a l t e r n a t i v e  
formula described above was used t o  ca l cu la te  the 
number change i n  the pending caseload. 1 A h igh 
negative percent ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  reduced 
i t s  pending caseload s ign i f i can t l y ,  wh i l e  a h igh 
p o s i t i v e  percent ind icates t h a t  the pending 
caseload increased s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  This measure 
was not computed I f  the number o f  beginning 
pending cases was less  than ten. 

(This 

F i l e d  and disposed per  judge. These measures 
are displayed i n  appel la te  cou r t  tables. I f  a l l  
other factors  (cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  d iscret ionary 
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  case d e f i n i t i o n ,  panels i n  the 
cour t ,  etc.) are s imi lar ,  these measures permit 
comparison o f  caseload per judge. 
s t a t i s t i c s  were computed by d i v i d i n g  the f i l e d  and 
disposed cases respectively, by the number o f  
appellate judges serving t h a t  cour t .  

The necessity f o r  caut ion when making any 
comparisons among states must be repeated. 
warning holds t r u e  especia l ly  f o r  comparisons 
using any o f  the above measures. 

These 

This 

F i l e d  per  100.000 population. The u n i t  o f  
s ta te  populat ion used on a l l  cou r t  caseload cha r t s  
i s  100.000. 
va r ia t i ons  i n  s ta te  populat ion and gives a more 
r e a l i s t i c  basis f o r  comparison-of caseloads among 
states o f  various sizes. I f  a l l  o ther  fac to rs  
( cou r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  d iscret ionary j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
case d e f i n i t i o n ,  etc.) are s im i la r .  the f i l e d  per  
100,000 populat ion s t a t i s t i c  permits d i r e c t  
comparisons among states of the number of f i l e d  
cases. 

L im i ta t i ons  on use: 

This measure compensates f o r  

Comparisons should not be made among states 
before checking f o r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f ferences 
among the s tates i n  the p r o f i l e s  section i n  Par t  
11. 
o f  l a s t  reso r t  and intermediate appel la te  cour ts  
o r  between cour ts  of l a s t  reso r t  w i t h  and wi thout  
intermediate appellate courts. When comparing 
states, care must a lso be taken t o  insure t h a t  
s ta te  t o t a l s  are used i n  those s tates w i t h  more 
than one cou r t  of l a s t  reso r t  or intermediate 
appel la te  court.  When comparing the number of 
appeals f i l ed ,  disposed, o r  pending among states, 
a l so  consider the percent o f  the appeals t h a t  are 
d iscret ionary (numbers i n  parentheses) and the 
number o f  requests t o  appeal handled by each state.  

Comparisons should no t  be made between cour ts  
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TABLE 10: Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1979. 
37 

Variat ions i n  cou r t  organizat ion:  

Appellate cour ts  i n  t h i s  tab le  have been 
separated i n t o  courts of l a s t  reso r t  i n  states 
wi thout intennediate appel late courts, courts o f  
l a s t  reso r t  i n  states w i th  intermediate appel late 
courts, and intennediate appel late courts. This 
breakdown i l l u s t r a t e s  how the number o f  cases 
disposed of by opinion may vary by appel late cou r t  
organization. 

i s  shown i n  Table 2. 

Var iat ions i n  subject  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

The types of appel late cases and t h e i r  
complexity vary f r o m  s tate t o  state,  and from 
appel late cour t  t o  appel late cou r t  w i t h i n  a 
state. Var ia t ion i n  subject-matter j u r i s d i c t i o n  
may be p a r t i a l l y  explained by cour t  organization, 
e.g., the presence o f  an intennediate appel late 
court. o r  the existence of a special ized appel late 
court. The number of ,  and time consumed by, 
o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases i s  also af fected by 
several variables, inc lud ing whether s ta te  
s tatutes requi re t h a t  c o l l a t e r a l  at tacks on 
cr iminal  convict ions be f i l e d  o r i g i n a l l y  i n  the 
t r i a l  cou r t  o r  i n  the appel late court .  

Sources o f  data: 

The number o f  appel late courts i n  each s ta te  

These are found on the ind iv idual  cou r t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix B. 

Variat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

A case was c l a s s i f i e d  as disposed of by 
opinion i f  i t  was so c l a s s i f i e d  by the s ta te  
annual report ,  e.g.. a l i s t i n g  o f  "per curiam" 
would only be c l a s s i f i e d  as an"opinion if it was 
l i s t e d  as "per curiam opinion. The data do not  
include d issent ing and concurring opinions. 

caseloads by the way they count appeals o f  
cr iminal  convict ions f o r  two o r  more defendants. 
by whether cross appeals are counted as separate 
cases, and by the way they count appeals granted 
through d iscret ionary j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

Courts may increase o r  decrease t h e i r  reported 

Appropriate analyses: 

Number o f  cases disposed o f  by opinion as 
ercent of d isposi t ions.  This sunmary s t a t i s t i c  

l a y  ind icate the importance a t t r i b u t e d  by a 
speci f ic  cou r t  t o  op in ion-wr i t ing as a manner o f  
d ispos i t ion.  A f i gu re  o f  68% can be in terpreted 
t o  mean t h a t  68% o f  t h a t  cou r t ' s  d ispos i t ions were 
resolved by an opinion. Although a lower f i gu re  
i n  another cou r t  may ind i ca te  t h a t  cou r t ' s  
preference t o  resolve disputes wi thout opinion, 
the lower f igure may r e s u l t  from a va r ie t y  o f  
other factors,  such as: a higher caseload than 
the f i r s t  court ;  fewer resources t h a t  can be 
devoted t o  op in ion-wr i t ing than the f i r s t  court ;  
o r  a d i f f e ren t  set  o f  cases t h a t  do not  requi re  
elaborate explanations o f  decisions through 
opinion-wri t ing.  
workload measure than one which i d e n t i f i e s  
op in ion-wr i t ing as a method o f  announcing 
decisions. 

I n  short, t h i s  may be more o f  a 

Number o f  cases disposed o f  by opinion per m. 
one comDonent o f  a aeneral workload measure. A 

This sumnary s t a t i s t i c  can be used as but  

f igure o f  44 can be- interpreted t o  mean t h a t  give:. 
t h a t  c o u r t ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  an opinion, 44 cases 
were disposed o f  by an opinion f o r  each judge 
assigned t o  t h a t  court. 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Differences between courts can l i m i t  the value 
o f  the f igures reported i n  t h i s  table. The use of 
d i f f e ren t  terminology by d i f f e r e n t  cour ts  t o  mean 
the same th ing  fur ther  complicates analysis. 
per curiam opinion i n  one cou r t  may be the 
funct ional  equivalent o f  a f u l l  opinion i n  another 
court ,  o r  a memorandum opinion i n  y e t  another 
court. An e f f o r t  has been made t o  l i m i t  the 
repor t ing o f  opinions i n  t h i s  tab le  t o  f u l l - l e n g t h  
opinions, signed o r  unsigned, but  because we are 
not  able t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among ways tennr are 
used i n  each state,  some less  than fu l l - l eng th  
opinions are probably included i n  these data. 

Beyond the problem o f  d is t inguish ing among 
types o f  opinions, f u l l  opinions may be of 
d i f f e r e n t  lengths. 
o f  commissioners, law clerks.  and other  l ega l  
staf f .  Some cour ts  may use s t a f f  t o  d r a f t  
opinions, whi le  others do not. 
a lso vary depending on appel late cou r t  s t ruc tu re  
and the amount o f  d iscret ionary j u r i s d i c t i o n .  For 
these reasons, f igures such as the number o f  cases 
disposed o f  by opinion per judge, and the number 
o f  opinions w r i t t e n  per judge are less than 
perfect  i nd i ca to rs  o f  the - leve l  o f  work done by 
judges i n  thege courts. and they are by no means 
an all-encompassing measure o f  a judge's 
workload. Behaviors other than opin ion-wr i t ing 
are important components of a judge's d a i l y  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

A 

Also, cour ts  make var ied use 

These f igures may 
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Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1979. 
Courts reporting disposiions by opinion. Number and percent of cases disposed by opinion, by case type. Total cases 
disposed by opinion, total cases disposed, and number of justicesljudges. 

Caln dlsporsd of 4 Oplnlon 

s t a t e  and c o v r t  1.Y.l 

Alabsm--Z:ourt of C I v l I  A p p ~ l i  ........... 
Court of Cr lmlna l  Appeals ............... 

Cal  I f w n l a - 4 o u r t i  Of Appsal".. ........... 
ColOr040--Cooyrts of Appe8ls ............... 
Arl*O"a--COYrt of rppsa1r ................. 
h n V 3 l C u t - - A p p ~ l l D t s  s.SSlOn Of 

SYp.rlor Court ........................ 
GsoTgla--co~rt of A p p - 1 ~  ................. 
I I I Iools--App.l late Court'................ 

60 501 28 621 

1.232 531 860 371 

10 311 339 

88 

2,092 
~~~~ ~~ ~~ 

inaiana--zourt of APP-IS' ................ 
Iwa--court of Appeals .................... 2571 991 1201 IOOS 
I(dnSaS--COwt of APPMIS .................. 276 133 100s 

Kentucky-Ourt  of A P V M I S  ................ 
Is~L.Ch"*.tt.--1pp.*I~ Court .............. I sT land- -Cour t  Of Specla1 AppMISJ ....... 

I11 377 
409 

Ylchlpan--Co"rt of APpeaI. ................ 
~ l s s o u r l - ~ o u r t  of  appeal^................ 594 461 418 751 
Ne1 lsrs.y--Appallate Olrlrlan of 

SYperIW Gaur*'......................... 
N- mrico--Court of APP-I~S .............. 
Nsr Ywk--Appellote D l r l s l o n r  of the 

S"PT.D Court ........................... 

1.012 

North C . r o l l n a - O Y r t  of AOpe015 .......... l . l O 4 J  

(XIIo--CourT of Appeal9 .................... 3.009 601 2.109 781 5.118 
Oklahom--Court of A p p M I I  ................ 435 IO01 435 
Orsgon-<ourt of Appeals .................. 
PennSyl van1 a--SuDsrlW b u r ? .  ............. 

C o m r . s l t h  Court ...................... 
T e n n e s s e e - h r t  of b p e a l r  ............... 6991 811 NH 699j 

Court of Crtalnal Appeals ............... m 5751 5751 
Texar--Courtr o t  C l v l I  Appeals ............ 2,040 901 W 
Wa.ihlngton--Court of Appeals .............. 5591 481 5.9J 701 1 , i o d  
W I s c o n s l n - O w t  of Appeals ............... 
stat- .1m -rT* ot last raort har1ng 
no I " W l * t .  DpPl1.t. ODUTts 

AIelka--Suprem CoYrTm .................... I Id 17LI 84J 6 0 0  11) 

na"all--s"prena Court" .................... €6 591 120 781 
I ~ . M - - s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Court' ..................... I 12J 621 5d 571 25 651 (1) 

O l s t r l c t  of Colunbla-4:arrt of Appaal~.... 

203 

186 
I J I  190 

~ ~~~ 

b!alne--Supren* 1udlslsl Court ............. 177 721 100 761 277 
~ l s s i ~ s l p p l - - s " p r e m  Co"rt1 ............... 6 0 d  

m o t m - - s u p r m e  court .................... 
NaOrarka--5upr.m Court ................... 259 761 84 391 55 791 18 691 416 

NV# I(anpshlr.--Su~rem Court .............. 
N o m  oakota-suprem cwrt ............... 
Oklahom--CouTt O f  Cr lmlna l  Appeal5 ....... NH 
PUerto Rlco--Supram Court ................ 
SOYth Car01 l"a--s"preWe Covr t  ............. 

X 284 

S u t h  Oakota--Suprena CoUrt'.............. 

TexoI-4:oYrt of CrllnlOol I P P M I S  .......... 2,524 611 2,524 

v e r m t - - S Y p C e W e  Court 115 
Utah-supretm Court ....................... .................... 
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661 a2 

171 30 

671 75 

4211 805 

4.51 106c (io4)m 

I 88 I65 3 531 29 
I ,  732 1,969 9 881 I92 
2.092' 4.660 ) I =  451 67 ( 631' 

1.10P 1,142 12 971 92 1 92)" 
I J I  377 379 5 591 75 

409 772 7 531 58 
1.1411 1.8% 14 60a ad 
911J 1.533 13 59a 7ai 
388 975 10 401 39 

2,790 5,159 18 541 I55 
1.032 2.216 28 471 37 

3,427' 6,451 2IC 53s 
183 509 7 561 

561 9,207 24c 61 2 S  

1.104 1.671 12 661 92 
4I8J Ma 5.536 7,876 14 701 125 

435 435 6 . 1001 73 
687 3.569 10 20s 69 

1.751 7 250 
1,389 9 154 
699 858 I2 ' 811 58 
575 670 9 861 64 

2.040 2,270 51 901 40 

867 1,760 12 4% 12 
9 61 1,136j 2.233 I 6c 5111 111 

3 81 42 761 274" 634 5 431 s5 

7 231 
39 951 

319 1,318 9 24 I 35 
197 297 5 661 39 ( 411' 
UP 354 5 651 46 ( 46F 

277 447 7 6221 40 
60d 862 9 70a 67j 
32 1 516 5 621 64 
416 6601 7 63II 59 

224 303 5 741 45 
IllD 24 I 5 701 n 
284 720 3 391 95 
81 I, 165 8 7 1  10 

261 507 5 511 52 
233" 327 5 71F 47 ( 41)' 

2.524 4,157 9 611 280 
300 534 5 561 60 
I15 J67 5 31 I 23 

~contlnusd rn ".xi p q a i  



40 TABLE10: 
Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1979. (continued) 

I 

vlrgl"le.--s"prem Court  ................... 
wart Vlrglnla--S"pr.m Coaurt of bp-lr . . .  
nyorntng--suprsm ~ o u r t  .................... 

161 

AlabDna--Suprem Court .................... 
k l z o " ~ - - s " p r e m  Court .................... 
Arkanrar--Suprem Court ................... 
Callfornla--S"pr.m Court ................. 
ColorodP-Suprem Court ................... 
Co""*ctlc"t--s"pr*m c w r t  ................ 
Florlda--Suprmm C o u r t  .................... 
wrg1a--supr.m Cowt  .................... 
I l l l " O l l - - S Y p r . m  C O Y H  ................... 
1na--swr.m Court" ...................... 
I(an,a*--suprem Court ..................... 
LoYl.l.".--S"pr.m Court. ................. 
IndlDna--SUprem Court .................... 

61 851 48 611 

15 IO01 48 98% 

195 WI 43 151 

24 1 

I J I  
238 
395 

Uaryland-<:ourt of AppsalrJ ............... 
wchlgan--suprens court  ................... 
M I S I O U ~ I - - S Y P ~ ~ ~  Court ................... 107 801 26 681 
mr J . ~ S ~ ~ - - S W -  COW?' ................ 
Nm Meilso-Supram Court ................. 

MDssaChUsetts--SUpreme J Y d l c I D I  Court..... 

N n  Y o r t - 4 u r t  of A p p ~ a I s  ................ 
OYlbhm--Suprmm Court ................... NH 
w t h  ~ a r o i i n a - - s w e m  court ............. 
Or.gon--supren* Covr t  ..................... 
Pe""~yl"mla--s"prerE Court ............... 
T.An.srs.--Sur.me Court. .................. 
narhIhgton--Supreme Court ................. 93 651 25 741 
Taxas--Suprem b r t  ...................... NH 

118 
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428 762 9 %I 48 
86 91 201 I,W5 S I81  40 

469 783 7 M I  67 
€4 81 187 3,669 7 5 1  27 

284 817 7 321 41 
23a 542 6 U S  40 
417 2.524 7 I71 60 

1.274 7 511 92 
219 1.2% 7 I71 31 

21 271 262 604 5 431 52 
7 I001 I J )  BP 1,410 9 201 32 0 2 )  

238 416 7 571 n 
12 211 407 2.763 1 151 B 

112J 528 7 211 Id 

127 1.508 7 81 I 8  
I33 687 7c 191 19c 

197 605 S J31 39 

163 1 23 
162 7 23 
277 881 9 311 31 
I95 799 7 24 I 28 
403 7 58 
161 801 5 201 32 
93 894 9 I O 1  10 

250 7 36 

1 4' I51  1 5 F  1,353 7 I11  n (18)" 

9 601 I 89 755 9c 251 2IC 

lola-€aurt Of Appea l . i - -  CI.11 WWmls Include agency appeals and postoarlctla WWmll. Drlmlnal appeals Include 
r.nt.no ra"I.1 -I* cases. 

Kmtucky--Court of Appea ls -d f  the  flgurer q l n n .  927 ware "noipubllshed" wlnlonr. 
Haryland-&urt of Appeds -S lr  of tha 112 oplnlons we_ "unreported," and 715 of me 911 oplnlons of the Wrt  of Speclsl 

YlsslaslPPI- -Of  the 603 oplnlonr, 107 vera "unpybllshed." 
Mrth Carollna-€aurt of Appeals-- C l r l l  appeals Include agency appeals and S t a t e  Bar cases. 
Ohlo-&urt of ApPeaIS--Thll flgYre Inoludal habeas mrpus, orlglnol actions. a p p a l l  o( admIn lsWat1~  qncI .5 .  and 

WaLhlngfOn-<oYTt of Appeals-df t h a  flgurel gl**n. 322 6 1 ~ 1 1 .  377 crlalnal, and I 1  Other cases were unpublished oplnlons. 

Alalka-The 274 case5 were dl.iposod bv 237 oplnlonr PUDllshed I n  1979. Twenty SIX of ma 274 cases .we rm-h to 

Cal l fwnla--Ccurtr  O f  Appeal--Thers were 6,031 maJorlty Oplnlons and -by the mwt" m J w I t y  oplnlonr t h a t  d l r p o s d  of 

Geargla--Suprsnre COurt--Thele 646 oplnlonn were r r l t t s n  durlnq the 1979 court year whlcn ran from Sapterber I978 to August 

Hawall--Supram Court-207 oplnlonr wltten In 197 C ~ S ~ I .  

Ida00--227 caI.5 .#re dlspolod of by 185 najorlty and 44  per Surl*m Oplnloos. 
Illlnoli--Appsllate Court--Ths 2.092 C O ~ O I  #eve dlrpoled Of by 1,952 m J o r l t y  and pep curlom oplnlonr. 
Indlma--COYrt of Appeds--ms 1.108 sa3a.i ware dlspoled of by 1.108 oplnlonr. 

Nar JerSeV--Suprsn. C4wT--The 93 wrltten OplnlOnS and 35 P c  curla* oplnlonr d1rpoI.d of  141 appeals and I 4  dlsclpl lnary 

Appeals .em "unrapatad." 

O P p O l *  from the court O f  clalns. 

"CaCategorla3 fw d lspor l t lon  type w t r l a l  data: 

.PP.Ol. 

6,164 cases. 

1919. 

iora-silpram court--me 357 opinions mvsred 357 cases. 

r n ? t * T S .  

Appellate Olrlrlon of Superlor COurt--ms 3.198 OPlnlonS disposed o f  3,427 ~a3 .s .  
M r t h  Oakota--Supren. Court--In addltlon to 171 m l o r l t y  oplnlons. there * w e  23 sp(1sIaI mncurrlnq P d l r ren t lnp  oplnlons. 
South Oa*ota--ml) 233 cases ware dlrposed of by 204 opln lonr .  
Wyomlnq-Supreaa COurf--Thei* 170 cases .em closed by 105 oplnlons. 
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TABLE 11: Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 

courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cou r t  organizat ion:  

separated i n t o  cour ts  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  and 
intennediate appel late courts. 
the number of appel late courts i n  each state.  

Appellate courts i n  t h i s  tab le  have been 

See Table 2 f o r  

Sources o f  data: 

These are found i n  the ind iv idual  cou r t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  I 1  and i n  Appendix 8. 

Variat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and 
de f i n i t i ons :  

Data on t h i s  tab le  are apparently f o r  appeals 
decided on the mer i ts  a f t e r  a f u l l  review by the 
court, although t h i s  fac t  i s  no t  usual ly  made 
e x p l i c i t  i n  the source documents. 

Var iat ions i n  counting cases: 

Some courts count cases as soon as the not ice 
o f  appeal i s  f i l e d  whi le others count them a t  a 
l a t e r  event, such as a t  the f i l i n g  of the record 
o r  the f i l i n g  o f  the appel lant 's  record. The 
l a t t e r  method w i l l  exclude those cases t h a t  are 
withdrawn before the counting p o i n t  from t o t a l  
d isposi  t ions. 

Appropriate analyses: 

f o r  courts a t  the same leve l  t h a t  use the same 
event f o r  the s t a r t  o f  the tine in te rva l .  The 

Comparison can be made o f  t ime t o  d i spos i t i on  

time i n t e r v a l s  used on t h i s  tab le  are designed t o  
d i v ide  the e n t i r e  time a case i s  pending i n t o  the 
po r t i on  o f  time i t  i s  under the contro l  o f  the 
cour t  and the po r t i on  over which the lawyers have 
contro l .  
o f  the e n t i r e  time the case i s  pending i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  status w i t h  s i m i l a r  cases pending i n  
another cou r t  o f  the same type. 
also be made of the length of t ime d i f f e r e n t  types 
of cases take i n  the same court .  

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Comparisons can be made o f  the po r t i on  

Comparisons can 

Courts are grouped on t h i s  tab le  by type o f  
cour t  (cour t  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  o r  intermediate 
appel late cour t )  and by the events used t o  def ine 
the s t a r t  and end o f  each in te rva l .  
should be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s i m i l a r  types of cases i n  
courts t h a t  use the same events fo r  the s t a r t  and 
end o f  the i n t e r v a l  o f  i n te res t .  

Although an attempt has been made t o  d iv ide 
the e n t i r e  time a case i s  pending i n t o  the po r t i on  
over which the lawyers have contro l  and the 
po r t i on  the cour t  has contro l ,  these are not the 
only actors t h a t  a f f e c t  the pace o f  l i t i g a t i o n .  
The lawyer may have t o  wa i t  f o r  the cou r t  repor ter  
t o  prepare the necessary t ranscr ip ts .  The cou r t  
may have t o  wai t  f o r  another cou r t  t o  make a 
decis ion on a d i f f e r e n t  aspect o f  the case. 
t ab le  ind icates the average pace o f  l i t i g a t i o n  f o r  
large groups o f  not  necessar i ly  homogeneous 
cases. A deta i led study o f  the pace o f  l i t i g a t i o n  
should be supported by data of f a r  greater d e t a i l  
than are avai lab le here. 

Comparisons 

This 



TABLE 11: 
Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
Courts grouped by beginning event point. Beginning event to briefs filed, to argument or submission, and to decision announced. 
Argument or submission to decision announced Type of cases included and statistic type (mean or median). 
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Beglnnlng Ssglnnlng Argumnt a Baginning Type 
srent went to .Yb.ls*lm .*en+ to Of 

Beg1 nn I ng t o  br lefs  Drgvmnt a to  d e c l s l m  d a c l s l m  s ta t -  State and Court  t l t l e  Type of c*m 

court .  Of IDST m 
AIaLha--Swrem Court ............................ c l v l l  notlcs O f  oppea1 249 3Y( 237t 575t man 

cr ln lnal  notlca O f  appeal 319 392 187t 579t -" 
IB"tB"C(I appeal notlcs of appeal 168 I68 216t 380 m a n  
tota l  cases "otic* Of sppea1 12lt %3 112 449 ma" 

eve", f l i e d  I u h l s l l o n  announced announced I.tlc 

0 1 5 t ~ 1 6 t  of CoIUmbIa-<oYrt of Appea Is. .......... 
la.--S"pr.m C O Y r t  .............................. 

New Wexlco--Supremm Court ........................ 
Ner Jersev--Suprsm Court ........................ 

North Oako?ta--Supram Court ..................... 
oregon--supr*m Court ............................ 
warhlnqton--S"prem Court ........................ 

mwall-suPrsm Caurt ............................ 

wyo.l"9--sYp"m Court ........................... 
AThansal--Suprem Court .......................... 
Mlr r l ra lpp l - -S"prem court ...................... 
Maryland-<ourt of Appeals ....................... 
New JerreV--Suprem Court ........................ 
In tMlo t .  app11.t. oartl 
AIaDam-<wrt of C l v l I  Appaalr .................. 
l a a - 4 7 u r t  of  appeal^........................... 

Nsr Jerlay--Appellata D Iv lS lon  of Superlor Court. 

Nsr I*lxlco-<ourt of I p p e l s  ..................... 

Oregan-&urt of App.alr ......................... 
uasnlngton--Cour't of Appeal% .................... 

C l V l l  notlcs of appeal 329 61 390 m a n  
2% m n  P r t a l t "  C l l l l  n 0 t l C S  of 'PP.'I m x )  

cr ln lnal  "otlce of appeal 329 52 381 m n  
t o t a l  CBILIP notice of appeal 314 57 371 man 
t o t a l  case5 notlc. of appeal 235 75 309 
t o t a l  cases "Ot lS( t  of appaa1 a 

total  cas** notics of appeal a 
granttng csrtlflcatlon 207 129 3% man 

gran*1ng ~er+l f lca , lan I93 109 217 m d l a n  
C l V l l  "Ot150 of appeal 125 167 n 244 m a n  
crIml"a1 "Otlce of appeal I03 I33 58 191 m a n  

HZt m a n  m t a l  W ~ n s  natlce Of appeal 
571.1". I " O t l c e  Of appeal 3197 I23 108 556 m d l a n  
C l V l I  "&Ice of appeal 271 t 107 143 M5 m d l a n  
Juvanl I. notice of eppeat I34t 0 I28 262 m d l m  
011 Cases notice of appeal 296t 1 1 1  135 518 
C l l l l  f l l l n g  of OPPeaI 1.107 m a n  

other f l l l n g  O f  .pp"I 1.080 m n  
or lg lnal  procaedlngs 13 m a n  
c l v l l  and juvsnl ls  flllng of appeal 240 553 793 -n 

p o I t m n Y l C t l o n  f l l l n g  of appeal 293 447 740 man 

Cr lml"a1 830 man 

crlnlnal and 

a d m l n l r t r a t l v e  ageno1 f l l l n g  of appeal 201 473 680 m n  
total cases docket1 nq 177 85 262 
C I " l 1  f l l l n g  of record 121 15 137 m a n  
mlmlnal  and port- 

C o n Y l C f l o n  rem* f l l l n g  of recard 1% 35 191 m a n  
tote, cases f l l l n g  O f  r e c a d  249 m n  
t o t a l  cslIe5 Judgmnt In  l a e r  Court  410 m n  
total CS.l d l s p m l t l o n  In  Imor mwt 107 4 5 l  m n  
t o t a l  cases Judgmnt tela 314 I29 443 m a n  
t o f a ,  cases j u d q m n t  b l o w  286 109 370 * 

11% 186 21 207 men 
I59 
128 
I37 
149 

431 23 
358 I 4  

181 
I24 
I62 

74 
I58 

m a "  
m a "  
man 
ma" 

391 man 
353 m d l a n  
428 men 
368 m a n  
289 m a n  
In man 
394 man 

cr ln lnal  and J ~ v e n i l s  notice of appeal 207 5 
non-crlnlnal not1cs of epp.C.1 Z l l t  -n 
C r l m l n a l  "Otlce of appeal 194t 223 n 423 m d l o n  
C I " l 1  "OtlS. of appeal l87t 203 61 439 m i a n  

139t 155 76 375 m d l m  

Texas-<ourt of C l v l I  Appeals .................... 
N n  JerIw--APPeIlats D l ~ l s l ~  of Superlw Court. 
Yaryland-<ourt of Specla1 Appeels  ............... 

? F a  Vhe tlm the Drletr are f i led ,  the f q l l w l n g  events mere used: F a  tlm decls lon announcad. the f o l l n l n g  .rants were used: 
Read lnasr - - laa  Supr-ns Court. Cplnlon p~bI ICaf lon- -A larka  Suprem Caw* 
Data P~Tf~Ct~d- -U .Sh Ington  Suprem Court. and Warhlngton Court  of Appeals. 
Appel IN) ' I  b le f - -Alobam Court Of C l r l l  Appeals 

Flnal dec ls lon-4regon Suprem Court and O r q a  Cwrt of Appeals 
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TABLE 12: Filed cases for appellate courts, 1970-1979. 
TABLE 13: Number and percent change in filed cases year to year and for 10-year period 

for appellate courts, ,1970-1979. 

Var ia t ions i n  c o u r t  organization: 

Appel late courts i n  t h i s  tab le  have been 
separated i n t o  cour ts  of l a s t  r e s o r t  and 
intermediate appel late courts. 
the number o f  appel late cour ts  i n  each state.  

Of the 55 courts of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  the  50 
states,  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, Guam. and Puerto 
Rico. 40 reported complete t rend data on appel la te  
cases f i l e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  years. 
intermediate appel late courts, 25 reported 
complete t rend data on appel la te  cases f i l e d  f o r  
a t  l e a s t  f i v e  years. 

See Table 2 fo r  

O f  the 33 

Sources of data: 

These are found i n  the State Court Caseload 
S t a t i s t i c s :  Annual Report series, 1976-1919 and 
h i s t o r i c a l  data suppl ied by selected s ta te  cou r t  
admin is t ra t ive offices. 

Var ia t ions i n  subject  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

b r i e f l y  i n  the cou r t  system char t  f o r  each s ta te  
located i n  Part  I 1  o f  t h i s  report .  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  make caseload comparisons among 
appel la te  courts extremely d i f f i c u l t .  

Var ia t ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

The case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used i n  the  Annual 
Re o r t  ser ies are those chosen f o r  i n c l u s m  -8-3- t e t a t e  Court Model Annual Report and State 
Court Model S t a t i s t i c a l  Dict ionary.  D i f E c e s  
p i n  even the 
broad category, appel late case, can make caseload 
comparisons d i f f i c u l t  from s ta te  t o  state. Some 
courts, f o r  example, include only appeals i n  t h e i r  
appel la te  caseload. Some include o r i g i n a l  
appel la te  proceedings as cases, whi le  others 
exclude them. Some courts count requests t o  
appeal as separate cases, double-counting those 
t h a t  are granted and become appeals. 

The j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  each c o u r t  i s  ou t l i ned  

Var iat fons i n  

Var iat ions i n  counting cases: 

AS indicated i n  Table 11, some courts count 
cases as soon as the no t i ce  o f  appeal i s  f i l e d  
whi le  others count them a t  a. l a t e r  event. The 
l a t t e r  w i l l  exclude those cases t h a t  are withdrawn 
before the counting po in t  from t o t a l  f i l i n g s .  

The other var ia t ions i n  counting noted i n  
Table 11 also apply t o  Tables 12 and 13. 

Appropriate analyses: 

The method of counting cases and the data 
included fo r  each yea r l y  f i gu re  were kept constant 
f o r  each court. AS a resu l t ,  the number and 
percent changes i n  caseloads reported i n  these 
tables are, except where o themise  noted, due t o  
accrual change (usual ly  growth) i n  cour t  f i l i n g s  
and no t  t o  changes i n  the way the cou r t  counted 
cases. 
cour ts  w i t h i n  a s tate may be compared f o r  
i den t i ca l  t ime periods. 

Changes f o r  s i m i l a r  courts o r  f o r  a l l  

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Caseloads normally f l uc tua te  from year t o  
year, so changes from one year t o  the next may no t  
be representat ive of the actual  under ly ing trend. 
The change i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of a cou r t  or the 
creat ion o f  an intermediate appel late cou r t  w i l l  
have a dramatic e f f e c t  on ' the ra te  and d i r e c t i o n  
o f  change of re la ted  cour ts '  caseloads. 
of an intermediate cou r t  increases the opportuni ty 
t o  f i l e  cases, so s ta tes i n  which these courts 
were created w i l l  probably show faster  growth i n  
the t o t a l  appel late caseload than t h a t  found i n  
states that e i t h e r  had an Intermediate cou r t  f o r  
the e n t i r e  i n t e r v a l  o r  d i d  not  have one a t  a l l .  
Once the capaci ty o f  the new cour t  i s  reached, the 
ra te  of growth may decrease. 
judges t o  an intennediate cou r t  may have a s i m i l a r  
though less  dramatic e f f e c t  on h i s t o r i c a l  caseload 
data growth patterns.  

Creation 

The addi t ion of 
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Filed cases for appellate courts, 1970-1979. 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

State and murt t l t lo  Cams f I led 
1910 1911 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1911 1918 1979 

- 0 t  I&- 

AlCba~~-Supr- Court 369 510 81 5 t67 762 
Alaska- -Suprw Court 315 468 613 630 656 

.......... ........... 
Irlzona-suprans Court .......... 619 691 671 686 149 ea9 1,023 964 1.111 1.028 
-1 I f W n l b - S u p r W  Court.... ... 3,668 3,801 3,8% 4.012 3,784 
Colwed--Suprm Court 568. 544 51 7 606 61 I 553 65 I 735 854 941 
Osla*aPe--s"prans Court 333 33s 364 361 339 

......... ......... 
DlltrlCt Of CoI"PhlD' *Wt  Of 

1,369 1,353 1,30S 1,236 
FICclda--SUprm Court 1,846 2.214 2.2SJ 2.740 2.561 

..................... b p e a l s  1,265 .......... 
U m g l s - s u p r a a  Covr t  .......... 1,313 1.433 1.4% 1,506 1,450b 
Ha*all--S"prm Court I94 265 316 374 338 ........... ............ Idahc-Suprm Court 358 332 314 340 410 
I11lnol.--S"praa Court ......... 
I(ans*t--supr- Court ........... 
LOulSlmb-SuprOna Court ........ 

IOUR-SupP- Court ............. 
Ksntucky--Supma Courtk.. ...... 
I ta lns-Supraa Judlclol Court... 

1,139 1,250 1.346 1.087 998 
1,086 1,116 1,231 1,490 1,507 

?e MI 342 368 438 464. 443 
1.199 833. 463 771 154 

755 863 1.044 1.083 1.258 1,606 1.762 2,266 2,405 2.842 
268 334 379 422 408 

Uarvland-<wrt of Appeals...... 15d 657.1 558 585 540 
Mlchlgam--Supmm Court ......... 5 M  IC6 650 81 I 951 914 1.045 1.503 1.6s 1,470 
M l n n s r o t ~ - S u p r m  Court ........ S16 584 €03 611 781 921 91 1 1,WI 1,117 
uI.LOYrI---Ylpr- Court ......... 439 579 6667 615 684 
HDnta".--SYprm Court .......... I 89 I97 236 239 269 299 409 469 51 7 472 
Nevada--Stpr- Court 3% 306 375 392 434 553 806 1.092 1.031 91 2 
Na HanprhlrsSupr- Court.+.. 1 39 186 188 240 270 268 272 315 310 293 
M9. Jarrsy--Supmm Court ....... 1.048' 1 .161 '  952' 1,016' 1.086' 
NOW b b x I c ~ - - S u p ~ t x ~  Court ....... 218 240 295 298 433 5 w  558 632 654 61 S 
North Car01Ina-Suprem Court... 520 546 465 S4I 624 

208 Ncrth Oakota--SYDP- C a r t . . . . .  I29 I50 186 

........... 

- 
Ohlc--S"prsm Court ............. 905 I .WI 1.144 1,203 1,323 1,404 1,516 1,593 1,721 
~Xlsh'&an'b-STAE TOTAL ........... 1 .3S7 1.235 1.281 1,421 1,578 1,806 1,998 2,002 1.729 1.922 ................. supr& Covrt  726 433 5 0 6  702 735 992 1,019 1.109 1.029 1.176 

Court Of Crlnlnol &.peal*..... 631 802 716 719 893 814 979 a93 700 746 
713 973 ea5 594 Rl 

1.424 1.387 1.601 1.6% 1.136 1,549 1,944 1.850 
818 595 1,071 1.083 1,204 1,248 1,136 1.170 

Rho- Is land--Suprm Court..... 347 41 I 427 44s 486 
sim"~rolIna--S"prans Court... 276 416 487 114 71s 

Te""o..w-sYprm Court ........ 533 897 879 a i 3  8S4 
Texes--STAE TOTAL .............. 3,715 4,174 S,127 5.942 5,859 

svoras Court ................. 973 1.012 1.03s 1.070 1.014 

South DaXOtb-SUPr(*D Court..... 218 294 288 219 319 

covrt.of Crlmlnal App.ali..... 
verm"t--S"prsm Court .......... 
V l r g t n l s - S u p m s  Court ......... 
Ysrhlngtor-S"pr- Court ....... 

2.142 3,702 4,692 4,872 4.845 
355 366 J64 359 422 

I ,380 1,329 1.398 1,249 1,256 1.526 1.672 1,932 1,846 1.862 
450 414 426 497 504 589 638 654 785 

Was? VlPp!nlR-SUPr- Court 
Of @peals .................. no 878 e53 713 1.012 

*ynlng- -s"prm C O U r t  .......... I29 138 146 I57 177 

1"hSradllh DpplIsh d 

AlCbms-STAlT COlRT ............ I.011 1,210 1.161 1.273 1,248 
Cowt Of C l V l l  @Peal* ........ 133 I86 X8 361 419 

Ir1zona--Xurt Of @peals ....... 805 783 875 921 1,321 1.725 2,017 2 . ~ 5  2.183 1,999 
Cowt Of Crlmlnal  rppsal,..... 878 1.084 853 912 829 

Collfornls-Courts Of &pal.... 7,721 8.327 8,194 8.806 9.418 9.936 10.312 11.460 12,337 12.853 
C o l o r a d ~ a u r t  of weal l . . . . . .  313. 616 426 468 444 638 91 S 1,128 1.119 1,214 
Florlda--CMlrt of bppsalr....... 7.849 9.129 9.647 9,563 12.350 
I I I . l n ~ l ~ - - A p p e l l a t e  Court ....... 1,856 2.499 3.020 3,044 3,259 4.135 3,973 5.732 
I ndfrfl&-Court Of bpoals. .  ..... 626 711 883 8% 941 ........ - _- 310 792 81 6 K a n s a s - a u r t  of bpaa l r  - - - - - 

- - - - 615 1.922 1,571 1,863 Ke:sntucky--Caurt Of Lopeall...... - - 
Loulslana-<wrts Of @peal..... 1.416 1,455 1,sn 1.589 I .S79 2,020 2.189 2.401 2.386 2.664 
U a y l a n b - C M l r t  Of Spsclal 

4,381 4.411 

rpplla1 ...................... 1.2d 1.5411 1.545 1.a4 1.689 

5,248 5.499 
Hsrsachurstts--Wpealr Court.. .. 870 60s 1.166 1.050 1,045 
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Carer t l l a d  State and court t i t l e  
I970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 I916 1977 1978 1979 

i n te rmdla te  a p p e l l a t e  c w r t i  

HI.IOYTi--CD"rt ot Lppea13.. .... 1.818 2,181 2,146 2,255 2.219 
Her Jersey-lppsllsts Dlr l%lon 

New York--&psi l a t e  Term O f  the 

New Hsxlcc--Gmrt 01 &peals .... I68 232 235 318 475 51 4 416 5 76 539 517 

Of superior Court ........... 2,449 2.746 3.583 3,88J 3,801 4.J83 4.819 5.978 6.098 5,618 

suprane Court ............... 2.177 2.115 2.430 2,215 2,035 

miC-+aurt Of &peals.. ........ 3,798 4,311 4.W9 5,503 6,869 7.204 7,592 7.546 7,594 
Oklah--Cmurt ot Appeals... ... __ 445 472 x5 406 J27 418 J5J 449 W l  
Orcgon--Cowt Dt hppea1r ........ 577 622 7.% 843 1,046 1.5J9 1,847 2.J48 J.106 3,456 

Super la  Court ................ 2.4)s 2.670 2.203 2,596 3.6Jl 3.700 4.495 1.017 
Ccnmnwalth Court ............ 1.347 1.804 1,713 2.027 2.4X 2,664 J.197 2.886 

Tennesres-STATE TOTAL .......... 863 m9 1,042 1.092 1.016 1,279 1.310 1.472 1,&24 l.4J8 
Cowt Of lppsair  .............. 488 452 498 494 485 655 694 758 730 775 
Court of Criminal  Appeals..... J75 401 544 598 5JI 630 636 114 691 t6J 

Pennryluanlo--STATE TOTAL ....... J.7e.l 4,414 3,916 5.02s 6,067 6,JW 7.692 6.933 

T.x.S--CWrt. O t  C i V l l  &peals.. 1,228 1,328 1.397 I ,J32 1,502 1,164 1.824 1.969 2,172 2,445 
Washln9ton-Court of Appl)DIs.... -- 937 1,243 1.244 1,541 1,819 1.777 1.9% 2,093 2,243 

Note: Fcr l n ~ l u s l o n  on t h l s  t a l a  e case i s  detloed as any appesi, any orlglnal proceeblng. OT amy request to appsal. Requests to appeal we 
cwnted when o r l g l n a l l y  tlled and are not a n t e d  agaln it granted. 
r e l d l n d w  O f  t h l 9  documnt. 

me numbers ccrrsspnd to the nwbws mt In  parentheses In  the 

A i l  -late data are entered In t h e  table. Blank s p ~ c o s  IndlCate t h e  the data me not avallabie. 

-- -Not applicable. 

.Indicetes t h e  war the I n t s r d l d t s  eppellate murt bagan opsratlon. 

bP.rtlC"1.r a r t .  r reporttng $".tern intormation: 
Gea9ls-Suprens Caurt--FlgYrer trm p r e v i o u ~  parr do not Include pendlng data. and It I s  theretors not  Clem h a  request, to appeal which ware 

granted, -re Counted. T h l r  t i g v r e  may not be carpor&Ie r l t h  p r e v l o u ~  years. 

IData we mt carplete: 
New Jerroy--Supr(."8 C o u r t - 4 a t a  do not  Include 011 motions for d l r s c t  Certltlcatlon and motions tor leave to appeal. 

JExplanatlon of data Included i n  the cat-: 
Harylmd-*Urt of &peals and Cour t  Of $peclal Appeals--Requarts to appeal y m t e d  w e  d i e  a n t e d  In the data reportad hore for 1975 and 

1976--0nce when t h e  request to appeal t l l s d  and again rhm the rssultlng appeal w e  fllw. 

kAddltlonai intormation: 
I(sntucky--Suprenu, Court-Batore 1976. the C w F t  of 1-t m o r t  xa5 n a r d  the Court of &peals. 
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Trial court summary statistics 

This sect ion contains tables tha t  d isplay the 
1979 s t a t i s t i c a l  data from the t r i a l  courts. The 
data cannot be found i n  published annual repor ts  
alone. A l l  published annual reports and other 
avai lab le documents from the 50 states, the 
D i s t r i c t  of Colmbia,  Guam, and Puerto Rico were 
used. Unpublished data provided by s ta te  cou r t  
administrators o r  other o f f i c i a l s  were a lso used. 

I n  t h i s  1979 Annual Re o r t  the number of states 
w i th  some t r i a l  c d p l a y e d  has increased 
frm 44 states and the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia i n  
1975, t o  49 states, the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, 
Guam, and Puerto R i m  i n  1977, 1978 and 1979. The 
major reason f o r  the increase has been the add i t i on  
of s t a t i s t i c s  from l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 
Court systems t h a t  contr ibuted t o  the 1975 Annual 
Re o r t  have provided more data as s ta te  COUXTF f+ m n s t ra to rs  have become aware o f  the CSIM data 
needs. Several states tha t  submitted no data f o r  
the 1975 repor t  have since changed o r  improved 
t h e i r  data systems t o  the extent t ha t  they now 
provide data f o r  the nat ional  s t a t i s t i c a l  series. 

T r i a l  cour t  data received from states are gen- 
e r a l l y  more de ta i l ed  and easier t o  i n t e r p r e t  than 
appel late cou r t  data. Hwever. some very spec i f i c  
problems prevent comparisons of the data presented 
i n  t h i s  report. These problems are (1 )  the lack 
of uniform case c lass i f i ca t i ons ;  ( 2 )  lack o f  uni-  
form ways of counting cases; ( 3 )  the lack o f  c m -  
p le te data reported by the courts;  (4)  questions 
r e l a t i n g  t o  the v a l i d i t y  of data col lected, both 
published and unpublished; and (5) va r ia t i ons  i n  
the subject matter j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the courts. 

frm t r i a l  cour ts  i s  the lack of  un i formi ty  i n  
case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and u n i t  o f  case count. 
the case categor ies and the data c l a s s i f i e d  i n  the 
case categor ies vary from f t a t e  t o  state. 
the case category of "law, f o r  etample, one s tate 
may use thz term " c i v i l  judgment, 
complaint, 
as "money judgment. 
these categories d i f f i c u l t .  
i n  u n i t  o f  case count causes d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c m p a r  
ison o f  caseload (see Figure C). 
counting cr iminal  cases may be informations, i n -  
dictments, o r  complaints; the number o f  defendants; 
or  even the nunber of charges. C i v i l  cases may be 
counted a t  the f i l i n g  o f  a complaint, a t  note o f  
issue, o r  a t  the time placed on the calendar. 

The second problem i n  comparing data avai lab le 
from t r i a l  cour ts  i s  the lack o f  complete s t a t i s -  
t i c s .  Some states repo r t  only t o t a l  caseload. 
Others repo r t  i nd i v idua l  case categories, but  omit 

The f i r s t  problem i n  comparing data ava i l ab le  

Both 

Under 

another " c i v i l  
and s t i l l  another may repo r t  the case 

This makes consol idat ion o f  
The lack of u n i f o n i t y  

Uni ts  of 

breakdowns w i th in  ce r ta in  categories t o  show what 
i s  included wi th in ,  f o r  example, domestic re la-  
t ions,  estate, o r  mental h e a l t h  This omission 
presents a problem i n  i n t e r s t a t e  comparisons. I n  
addi t ion,  there are states t h a t  are no t  consistent 
i n  t h e i r  repor t ing o f  data. The general j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  court, f o r  example, may give deta i led category 
breakdowns, whereas the l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cou r t  
may repo r t  only t o t a l  c i v i l ,  cr tminal ,  and juven i l e  
cases, o r  no t  repo r t  a t  a l l .  

l i d i t y  o f  the data co l lected,  both published and 
unpublished. 
l i d i t y  i s  the chance o f  human error .  
(hidden data, t ransposi t ion of f igures,  double 
counting o f  cases, manner used t o  v e r i f y  da ta l  
cont r ibute t o  the scope o f  t h i s  problem. Although 
many v e r i f i c a t i o n  techniques have been implemented 
by state cou r t  administrators and by the Court 
S t a t i s t i c s  and Informat ion Management P ro jec t  
s t a f f  t o  keep errors  t o  a minimum, the reader 
should understand tha t  a v e r i f i c a t i o n  process does 
not guarantee absolute accuracy. 

The f i n a l  problem i s  v a r i a t i o n  i n  the subject  
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the courts.  I n  1979, f i v e  
states, I l l i n o i s ,  Idaho, Iowa, Missouri and South 
Dakota, the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and Guam, 
handled a l l  types o f  cases i n  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
courts.  I n  other states, such as F lo r i da  and New 
Jersey, general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  process only 
major cr iminal  cases and major c i v i l  actions, 
whi le other c i v i l  and cr iminal  cases are handled 
by l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. L imited 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts were added t o  t h i s  ser ies i n  
1976 i n  order t o  present a complete p i c tu re  of the 
t r i a l  cou r t  caseload. The 1979 s ta te  s t a t i s t i c a l  
p r o f i l e s  i n  P a r t  I1 show t h a t  the number and types 
o f  t r i a l  cour ts  vary f r o m  s ta te  t o  state. 
d i f ference i n  cou r t  s t ructure must be kept i n  mind 
whi le  examining the data i n  these sumnary tables. 

The reader should note two other factors  before 
reviewing the t r i a l  cou r t  tables. The f i r s t :  only 
states repor t ing data t h a t  could be displayed i n  
spec i f i c  case category tab les (i.e., felony, rea l  
property r i gh ts ,  status offenses, etc.) were i n -  
cluded i n  such tables. For the sake of c l a r i t y ,  
those states t h a t  d id  not  repo r t  such data were not  
l i s t e d .  

The fo l l ow ing  tables are sequenced from a gen- 
e ra l  overview (nat ional  caseload t o t a l s  f o r  cour ts)  
t o  the more speci f ic  caseload d e t a i l  ( c i v i l .  cr im- 
i n a l ,  t r a f f i c ,  and juven i l e  case categor ies and 
caseload). 

The t h i r d  problem re la tes  t o  questions of va- 

One of the major factors  i n  data va- 
Many elements 

This 



FIGURE C: 
Criminal case unit of count, used by trial courts, by state. 
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Defendants Other w on 
I n f d n a t i o n ,  information, 
indictment, indictment, No 

o r  o r  Case consistent 
State Court complaint canpla in t  Charges number d e f i n i t i o n  

?J abama A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  repor t ing X 
~ l a s k a  A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  X 
Arizona A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
Arkansas A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  X 
Ca l i f o rn ia  A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  X 
Colorado A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
'Connecticut A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  X 
Delaware Superior Court X 

D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia Superior Court X 
F1 o r i  da A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
Georgia A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  repor t ing X 
Guam X 
Hawaii C i r c u i t  Court X 

Idaho A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
m i n o i s  C i r c u i t  Court X 
Indiana A l l  t r i a l  courts repor t ing X 
Iowa D i s t r i c t  Court X 
Kansas A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  repor t ing X 
Kentucky A l l  t r i a l  courts X 

Other t r i a l  courts repor t ing X 
Maine Superior Court X 

D i s t r i c t  Court X 
Maryland C i r c u i t  Court X 

D i s t r i c t  Court X 
Massachusetts A l l  t r i a l  courts repo r t i ng  X 
Michigan A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  repor t ing X 
Minnesota A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  X 
Miss iss ipp i  A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  repor t ing X 
Missouri A l l  t r i a l  courts repor t ing X 
Montana D i s t r i c t  Court X 
Nebraska D i s t r i c t  Court X 

County Court X 
Municipal Court X 

A l l  o ther t r i a l  courts X 

D i s t r i c t  Court X 

Louisiana D i s t r i c t  Court X 

Nevada D i s t r i c t  Court X 
New Hampshire A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  X 
New Jersey A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  x .  
New Mexico D i s t r i c t  Court X 

New York A l l  t r i a l  courts repor t ing X 
North Carolina A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
North Dakota A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
t h i o  A l l  t r i a l  cour t  X 
Oklahoma D i s t r i c t  Court X 
Oregon A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  X 
Pennsylvania A l l  t r i a l  courts repor t ing X 
Puerto Rico A l l  t r i a l  courts repor t ing X 
Rhode Is land A l l  t r i a l  courts repor t ing X 
South Carolina A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
South Dakota C i r c u i t  Court X 
Tennessee A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  repor t ing X 
Texas A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
Utah A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
Vermont A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
V i rg in ia  A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
Washington A l l  t r i a l  courts X 
bes t  V i rg in ia  A l l  t r i a l  courts repor t ing X 
Wisconsin A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  X 
Wyaning D i s t r i c t  Court X 

Magistrate Court X 
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TABLE 14: Reported national caseload (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in general 

jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1979. 

Var ia t ions i n  cou r t  organization: 

I n  1979 the nmber o f  d i f f e r e n t  k inds of t r i a l  
cour ts  i n  a s tate ranged from 1 ( i n  states w i t h  a 
s i n g l e - t i e r  t r i a l  cou r t )  t o  15. 
(Idaho, I l l i n o i s .  Iowa, Missouri, and South 
Dakota), the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia. and Guam have 
no l i m i t e d  i u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 

Five states 

A court"organizat ion char t  f o r  each s ta te  can 
be found i n  Par t  11 o f  t h i s  report. 

Var iat ions i n  subject  matter j u r i s i d i c t i o n :  

When comparing t r i a l  cou r t  s t a t i s t i c s ,  the 
differences i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  both w i th in  and among 
states must be examined. For example, general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts i n  states w i t h  s i n g l e - t i e r  
courts handle a l l  cases from fe lon ies t o  parking 
v io la t ions and from the l a rges t  c i v i l  act ions t o  
small claims. Another s ta te 's  general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts may have a cr iminal  d i v i s i o n  
that  handles only felony matters ( a f t e r  
prel iminary hearing i n  a l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
court) ,  and a c i v i l  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  handles no c i v i l  
cases invo lv ing l ess  than $10,000. 

Var iat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

Some states repor t  only t o t a l  caseload. 
Others repo r t  i nd i v idua l  case categories, but  o m i t  
breakdowns w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  categories t o  show what 
i s  included wi th in ,  f o r  example, domestic 
relat ions.  estate, o r  mental health. This 
omission presents a problem i n  i n t e r s t a t e  
canparison. 

I n  addi t ion,  there are states t h a t  are not  
consistent i n  t h e i r  repor t ing o f  data. 
general j u r i s d i c t i o n  court, f o r  example, may give 
deta i led category breakdowns, whereas the l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cou r t  may repor t  only t o t a l  c i v i l ,  
c r iminal ,  and j u v e n i l e  cases. o r  not  repor t  a t  a l l .  

Sources of data: 

The 1979 s ta te  s t a t i s t i c a l  p ro f i l es  i n  Par t  II 
show how the number and types of courts vary from 
state t o  state. 

Var iat ions i n  counting cases: 

cr iminal  case u n i t s  o f  count. These f igures show 
tha t  the problem of case d e f i n i t i o n  i n  t r i a l  
courts i s  more acute on the cr iminal  side. Most 
states. Puerto Rico, and Guam count c i v i l  cases i n  
a l l  t r i a l  courts when the p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint i s  
f i l ed .  I n  cr iminal  cases. however, the two major 
u n i t s  of count are almost evenly divided. 
dccuments f i l e d  are the count u n i t  f o r  sane 
courts. whi le  the number o f  defendants i s  the 
count u n i t  f o r  other courts. I n  fact ,  Several 
states have cour ts  using d i f f e r e n t  un i t s  of COUnt. 

The 

Also see Appendix B. 

Figure C displays the ex i s t i ng  va r ia t i on  i n  

Paper 

Reported cases: 

The reported cases f o r  a l l  t r i a l  courts, f o r  
general j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts, and fo r  l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  include a l l  complete data by 
the l eve l  o f  cour t  indicated w i th in  the state. 
For example, f o r  a s ta te  wi th  more than one 
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cou r t  t o  be included i n  the 
reported cases f o r  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts.  
a l l  of i t s  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts must have 
reported complete data. 

Number of states repor t ing complete data: 

This f i gu re  represents the t o t a l  number of 
states whose t r i a l  courts, a t  the ind icated l eve l ,  
reported complete data. 

Percent of populat ion represented by complete data: 

State populat ion f igures used are the revised 
1979 Bureau o f  Census estimates and t o t a l  
227,836,000 f o r  the 50 states, the D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia, Guam and Puerto Rico. 
f igure used t o  compute percent of population 
represented by complete data f o r  a l l  t r i a l  C O U r t S ,  
and fo r  c i v i l  and cr iminal  case types i n  general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 

This was the 

Estimated nat ional  t o t a l s :  

These are the cumulative t o t a l s  of a l l  
reported s ta te  t o t a l  data t h a t  were complete, p lus 
the estimated t o t a l s  f o r  each s ta te  f o r  which 
complete f igures were unavailable. 
used t o  estimate incomplete and missing data i s  
discussed i n  Appendix A. 

Appropriate analyses: 

The estimates o f  t o t a l  t r i a l  cou r t  volume can 
be compared t o  the estimates o f  the t o t a l  
appel late volume given i n  Table 1 t o  ind icate the 
re la t ionshio between t r i a l  and aooel late courts. 

The procedure 

The estimate o f  the t o t a l  volume o f  each major 
case type, c i v i l ,  c r iminal ,  t r a f f i c ,  and juveni le.  
shows the r e l a t i v e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the types of 
cases t h a t  are brought t o  the t r i a l  courts.  

L imi ta t ions on use: 

The estimates o f  case volume are based on 
complete data from only a po r t i on  of the states. 
It i s  not  possible a t  t h i s  time t o  gauge the 
v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  these estimates. They should be 
viewed only as gross, "ba l l  park" estimates, and 
no t  as representing the exact volume of cases i n  
s ta te  courts. 
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TABLE 14: 
Reported national caseload (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in general jurisdiction, 
limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1979. 
Estimated civil, criminal, juvenile, traffic, and total cases filed and disposed in all trial courts. 

Reported and estimated caseload F i l e d  Disposed 

C I Y l L  
A11 t r i a l  courts:  

Reported cases .................................................................................. 5,707,522 4,555,671 
Number of s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  complete data ........................................................ 25 20 
Percent o f  populat ion represented by complete data .............................................. 44% 371 
Percent Of variance explained (Rz) .............................................................. 881 99% 
Estimated t o t a l s  f r o m  Appendix A ................................................................ 7,897,508 8,401,568 
Estimated na t iona l  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... 14,000,000 13,000,000 

Reported cases .................................................................................. 5,239,248 3,828.185 
Number o f  states r e p o r t i n g  complete data (43 s ta tes  handle c i v i l  cases i n  l i m i t e d  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts )  .......................................................................... 46 36 
Percent of populat ion represented by complete data .............................................. 82% 711 

Reported cares .................................................................................. 3,189,061 2.573.362 
Number of s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  complete data ........................................................ 19 15 
Percent of populat ion represented by complete data (195.656,OOO i s  the  popu la t ion  

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts:  

L imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts:  

i n  t h e  43 s ta tes)  ............................................................................. 50% 45% 
C R l M l l U L  

A11 t r i a l  courts:  
Reported cases .................................................................................. 3.517.147 3,263,105 
Number o f  s ta tes  r e p a r t i n g  colnplete dit. ........................................................ 21 17 
Percent o f  t o t a l  populat ion repr  sented by complete data ........................................ 

................................................................ 7,136,599 6,699.288 Estimated t o t a l s  from Appendix A 
E s t i m t e d  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... 11,000.000 10,000.000 

Reported cases... ............................................................................... 2.388.087 1.762.567 
Number of s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  colnplete data ........................................................ 45 38 
Percent of t o t a l  populat ion represented by conplete data ........................................ 
Reported cases .................................................................................. 2,704,238 2.702.079 
Number o f  s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  complete data (46 s ta tes  handle c r im ina l  cases i n  l i m i t e d  

Percent of t o t a l  populat ion represented by complete data (203,125.000 i s  the  popu la t ion  

33% 311 .............................................................. 86% 99% Percent of variance explained ( R  9 ) 

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts :  

741 69% 
L imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts:  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts )  .......................................................................... 15 12 

i n  t h e  46 s ta tes)  ............................................................................. 38% 37% 
TRISFIC 

A l l  t r i a l  courts:  
Reported cases .................................................................................. 39.588.754 M.181.456 
Number o f  s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  complete data ........................................................ M 26 

16,435.720 

Percent o f  populat ion represente by complete data .............................................. 531 54a 
Percent o f  variance explained (R 4 ) .............................................................. 44a 991 

Estimated na t iona l  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... 54.000.000 47.000.000 
Estimated t o t a l s  from Appendix A ................................................................ 
Reported cares .................................................................................. 12,028,507 5,730.122 
Number of s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  complete data ........................................................ 19 17 
Percent of populat ion repmsented by complete data (59,724.000 i s  t h e  Papulat ion 

Reported cases.. .................................................... ;... ........................ 
Percent of populat ion represented (205;470.000 i s  t h e  popu la t ion  i n  t h e  s ta tes  

14.849.094 

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts:  

i n  the  states handl ing t r a f f i c  Cases i n  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts )  .......................... wa 821 

25.455.810 
L imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts:  

28,097.503 
Nunber o f  s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  complete d i t i  ........................................................ 21 18 

handl ing t r a f f i c  cases I n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts )  ........................................ 45a 481 
JUYEWILE, 

AI1 t r i a l  courts:  
Reported cases .................................................................................. 1,105,496 865,050 
Number o f  States r e p o r t i n g  complete data ........................................................ 42 30 
Percent of populat ion represented by complete data (227.836 i s  t o t a l  popu la t ion)  ................ 
Percent of variance explained ( R Z )  .............................................................. 38a 991 

Estimated na t iona l  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ 0 0 ~  2.000.000 

Number o f  states r e p o r t i n g  complete data ........................................................ M 25 

66% 551 

Estimated t o t a l s  from Appendix A ................................................................ 699.021 880,206 

Reported cases .................................................................................. 674,275 558.813 

Percent of populat ion represented by complete data (161,297,000 i s  t h e  t o t a l  popu la t ion  for  

Reported cases .................................................................................. 434.097 312.981 

Percent of populat ion represented by conplete data (111.597.000 i s  t h e  t o t a l  popu la t ion  f o r  

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts:  

s ta tes  handl ing j u v e n i l e  cases i n  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts )  ................................ 71a 641 
L imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts :  

Number o f  s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  complete data ........................................................ 17 9 

(cont inued on next paoel 
s ta tes  handl ing j u v e n i l e  carer i n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts )  ................................ 58% 45a 
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TABLE 14: 
Reported national caseload (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in general jurisdiction, limited 
jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1979. (continued) 

! Reported and est imated caseload F i l e d  Oisposed 

TOTAL 
A l l  t r i a l  courts:  

Reported C I S ~ P  .................................................................................. 49,918,919 3,865,282 
Estimated t o t a l s  from Appendix A ................................................................ 30.582.222 32.416.782 
Estimated h a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  ....................................................................... 81,000,000 72,000,000 

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts :  

L imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts :  
Reported cases .................................................................................. 20.330,117 11,879,681 

Reported C . S ~ S  .................................................................................. 34,424.899 31,044,232 

Note: Data included i n  t h i s  t a b l e  are those from t h e  50 s ta tes .  t h e  O i r t r i c t  Of Columbia. (3larn and PUePtO Rico. 
To ascer ta in  t h e  s ta tes  t h a t  reported data i n  any category. r e f e r  t o  Table 15. 
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Variat ions i n  cou r t  organization: 

F i f t y  states, the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, Guam. 
and Puerto Rico have 1979 t r i a l  c o u r t  data 
displayed i n  Table 15. 

A cour t  organizat ion char t  f o r  each s tate i s  
i n  Par t  I1 o f  t h i s  report .  The wide v a r i a t i o n  i n  
cou r t  organizat ion from state t o  s ta te  can be 
i l l u s t r a t e d  by comparing the D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia's s i n g l e - t i e r  cou r t  system w i th  Georgia, 
which has a number of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  and/or 
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 
cou r t  organizat ion determine the propor t ion of 
t o t a l  t r i a l  cour t  caseload t h a t  w i l l  be heard i n  
general j u r i s d i c t i o n  and i n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s i d i c t i o n  
courts i n  each state. 

Var iat ions i n  subject  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

above w i l l  a lso d e t e n i n e  what propor t lon o f  
c i v i l ,  c r iminal ,  t r a f f i c ,  and juven i l e  case types 
are heard a t  each leve l  o f  court. See the 
ind iv idual  cou r t  p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  I 1  f o r  the case 
types handled i n  each t r i a l  court .  

These di f ferences i n  

The va r ia t i ons  i n  cour t  organizat ion mentioned 

Var iat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

Table 1 5  shows only the very broad breakdown 
of caseload i n t o  c i v i l ,  c r iminal ,  t r a f f i c ,  and 
juven i l e  cases, and ind icates w i t h  NHs the case 
types not handled i n  each p a r t i c u l a r  court .  Th is  
tab le  gives a good overview of the w a y  caseload i s  
d i s t r i b u t e d  among the t r i a l  courts. 
number of blank spaces ind icates from which cour ts  
data were unavailable fo r  1979. 
fo r  a s ta te  on the s ta te  name l i n e  i n  any of the 
columns unless complete data ( a t  l e a s t  90%) were 
reported by a l l  cour ts  handling t h a t  case type. 
State t o t a l s  are l e f t  blank i f  data were missing 
from any cou r t  i n  the state. 

The large 

No t o t a l s  appear 

Sources o f  data are ind icated i n  the i nd i v idua l  
cou r t  p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  I 1  and Appendix B. 

Variat ions i n  counting c i v i l  and cr iminal  cases: 

Those states t h a t  count cr iminal  cases by charging 
documents are l i s t e d  separately from those t h a t  
count defendants. States t h a t  use some other u n i t  
of count f o r  cr iminal  cases w i l l  have the 
d e f i n i t i o n  spel led out i n  the charging document 
columns, and have the data l i s t e d  i n  the defendant 
columns. Care should be taken t o  avoid comparing 
defendant-count states w i th  s ta te  data based on 
other u n i t s  of count. These d e f i n i t i o n s  i n  
cr iminal  cases are spel led out i n  the imnediately 
preceding Figure C. An '*' next t o  a cou r t  

ind icates t h a t  the c i v i l  u n i t  o f  count i s  not  the 
f i l i n g  o f  a complaint. 
t o  i d e n t i f y  the u n i t  of count. 
those states t h a t  count cases i n  the same way can 
be cmpared. 

Please check the p r o f i l e  
Only data fmm 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed cases as percent o f  f i l e d .  This 
measure represents the percent o f  the number of 
f i l e d  cases t h a t  the cou r t  was able t o  dispose. 
The percent i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the number of 
cases f i l e d  by the number disposed and then 
mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  disposed more 
cases than were f i l ed ,  thus reducing pending 
caseload. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  not  keeping up 
w i th  the volume o f  cases being f i l e d .  
measure was not  computed if the number o f  cases 
f i l e d  was less  than ten. 

A percent over one 

A percent s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less than one 

This 

F i l e d  (disposed) per 100,000 population. The 
u n i t  o f  s ta te  population used on a l l  cou r t  
caseload charts i s  100,000. 
compensates f o r  var ia t ions i n  s ta te  populat ion and 
gives a more r e a l i s t i c  basis f o r  comparison of 
caseloads among states o f  various sizes. If the 
number o f  f i l i n g s  was unavailable bu t  the number 
o f  d ispos i t ions was avai lable,  the number o f  cases 
disposed per u n i t  o f  populat ion was entered i n  
t h i s  column i n  place of the number o f  cases f i l e d  
per populat ion un i t .  The use of t h i s  a l t e rna t i ve  
quant i ty  i s  indicated by enclosing i t  i n  
parentheses. Population f igures represent the 
t o t a l  s ta te population. 

I f  a l l  other factors (cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  case 
de f i n i t i on ,  u n i t  of count, etc.) are s imi lar ,  the 
f i l e d  per  u n i t  of populat ion s t a t i s t i c  w i l l  permit  
d i r e c t  comparison among states o f  the number of 
f i l e d  c i v i l  cases, cr iminal  cases, t r a f f i c  cases, 
j u v e n i l e  cases. as wel l  as among s ta te  to ta l s .  

L imi ta t ions on use: 

no t  included i n  t h i s  tab le  t o  prevent 
inappropr iate comparisons. 
included must account f o r  d i f ferences between the 
way cases are defined and counted i n  d i f f e r e n t  
courts. Where possible, comparisons should be 
l i m i t e d  t o  those among s ta te  t o t a l s  f o r  spec i f ic  
types o f  cases. Before making comparisons between 
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts o r  among general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts, check the organizat ion charts 
i n  Part  I 1  o f  t h i s  volume f o r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

This measure 

Data t h a t  are no t  a t  l e a s t  90% complete are 

The data t h a t  are 



TABLE 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. 
General and limited jurisdiction courfs. Population. Filed and disoosed. Disposed as a oercentaoe of filed. and filed 
per IO0,OOO population for the civil, crimikl, traffic, juvenile, and total state caseload 
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TABLE 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. (continued) 

I LL INOIS :  
Clrcult  c o v n  ..................... G 

mm": 
Clrcult Court ..................... 
Dl,*rlct Court .................... 

IwIsI*NA: 
OI.*Tlct Court .................... 
Frnnll" Court and luronl locovrt  ... 
Clty Court. Parish Court. YunlcIPa, 

0, N a  Orlean, .................. 
,u,t,ce 0' th covrt ........ 
Yo"W', Court ..................... 

court aod r r a t i i c  care 

YIIK: 
l"l"l0r C o v r t  .................... 
Dlltrlst Covn .................... 
PT*t. Court ..................... 
Mr. l" lStrdt l" .  covrt .............. 

Y U l l M D i  
Clrcult Court ..................... 
Ol.+r,s+ covrt .................... 
*ha"*. Covrt  .................... 

WNI*(MIsETTS: 
S u p r l W  Court w e r h n n t  ......... 
Ol,trlCt wrt Dartm",  ......... 
Hou,,ng Court O.par+mn+ .......... 
B.=.,*" Wunlclpal Court O.par tmnt  . 
l"l"lI. c o v r t  m a r t m n t  ......... 
L a M  court w a r t m n t  ............. 
R o b a h  ond FenlIv Court 

mportn*n+ ...................... 
Y I M I W  

crrcuult c o v r t  ..................... 
Rnc.a-*r', mrt 0' b t r o l t  ....... 
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*Inlclpml Coun ................... 
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YlNNFYlTli  
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PI&&. carrt. .................... 
Count7 Couct. ..................... 
h " t "  Yu"lc1p.l Court. ........... 
mnciiiatia Court. ............... 

W N P I O :  
Dlltrlct c o v r t  .................... 
*In,c,pa, cow, ................... G 
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L 

J.644 - - 

0 
L 
L 

0 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

0 
1 
L 
L 
L 



59 

MI "H MI MI NH MI MI HH N" MI N" NW 
lndlvldual otfsnv, m +b Int~rmtlm: 42.998 41.276 %1 a.526 116.419 735.120 ws 70.573 

31 .ox 48,039 941 932 
(7.223 .0,831 861 863 

MI Mi NH m 
45.571 31,577 761 832 

m m MI NU 

n.ox 2 8 . m  P51 3.219 221,279 219.771 991 25.717 

2 7 . W  25.601 951 2.695 2 2 l . m J  219.760 591 23,715 
3,027 2,926 971 324 I6 1. 881 2 

- - - - 6,762,091 3.832.022 ,n 59.197 

- - - - - - - - 96.8% 95.547 991 1.770 - - - - 178.536 163,970 911 J.251 
MI m MI MI MI MI Mi Mi - - - - 100,702 w.211 901 1,839 
m m m NI MI m MI MI 

27,419 2 6 . m  971 
m MI m m 
MI NH Mi nu 

3,652 98 
15.862 211 

16 I 
NH m m m 

HH m m m 

- 

MI WH NH HH HH m MI MI MI N" N" HH 

8 ,Wl  1.702 %I 8% 
2 2 1001 (1 

8,031 7.7w %L 858 

50.326 29.679 981 26 5 

20.851 19,026 911 381 

H" MI NH NY 

Mi NH NH NH 

MI MI N" NH 

19.4- 11.881 921 373 

1.392 1.145 811 25 

m m m m 

MI m m m 

,,zm 6,,0, 1221 180 

n. t to  1.28, 
xO.11o 1.283 

MI MI m m 

40.59, '*XI 
NH N" "W HH 

JI.BB0 867 

5.111 b.189 8s 123 
m Mi m m 

MI "W HH NH 

3,867 3,642 941 3 4  
m MI m m 

3.867 3,642 941 3 1  
HI m m m 
un m Nn "" 

23.139 
21.126 
2.211 

m 

921 
901 
1121 

m 

48.7666 
MI 

34.376 
NH 

14,390 *" 
m 

MI 

sm 
111 
.I 
m 

~ 

e49 
NH 
%a 
HH 
m 

2% 
m 

m 

MI m *" *" 
MI MI MI NW 

N" . NH NW NH 

HI m m m 

WI MI m m 

Mi m *" m 

NH m HI m 
*I MI MI NH 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. (continued) 

State and court n a m  

YISSISSIPPI: 
ClPC",, court  ..................... 
a*"-?" Corn .................... 
CWun," Cow, ...................... 
Fanllr Corn ...................... 
*unlslpal cwrt ................... 
,ur+,ce co"" ..................... 

*IsY)!RI: 
C l rCu l f  Corn ..................... G 4,889 

MWTUU: 
Olltrls, Corn .................... 
,"%,ICs c o v n  ..................... 
c,* Corn ........................ 
Yunlclpal Corn ................... 

HEQRNM: 
DlltrlCt court .................... 
count" CDvrt ...................... 
Isparate J Y n n l I s  Cor* ........... 
Wnlslpal Corn ................... 
"orkmn', Cap.n,a+1on Court ...... 

NEYID*. 
i l l r tr lst  Corn .................... 
J Y S t l C o  c o u n  ..................... 
YunlCIp*I c o v n  ................... 

NE" WUIPIHIRE: 
s"p.rla Corrt. ................... 
Woke?. Court. .................... 
D I I t T I d  Court. ................... 
YunlclPal court. .................. 

YE" InlsE": 
SuDWlW Court' ................... 
W"t" ol l f r ls t  coun ............. 

Wrf ........................... 
UlhWga*.'S couTf ................. 
Y u " l E l P l  c-r* ................... 
,""."I I. and O a r ' l c  R.l.flm, 

wa K X l r n i  
DlltrlCt court .................... 
YDg,.+ra+. covrt .................. 
MUnlclpa, Corn ................... 
Prcbata Corn ..................... 
I s e l l  C1al.l Corn of A I b u q ~ r g ~  . 

W E *  IC%: 
sup,- Corn end co""+" Corn 
swrcqate,' Court ................. 
frn, I" cow, ...................... 
Cl"l1 Cor* Of m. C l *  Of Ne. I P k  
Crlnlnal court 0' tn C l *  Of 

*or " P k  ........................ 
O l l f r l d  Corrt am Cl* Court ..... 
Wrt 0, ClOln. ................... 
TO"" and ",,logo lurt lc .  C o u n  .... 

.... 

LIrnTH -Ita: 
s u p a , w  covrt .................... 
O,,tr,C+ Corrt .................... 

m m  OMOTA: 
Dlltrlst C o v r t  ..................... 
b u n t "  Robat*  Corrt .............. 
Corn* C o u n  "lt" I"Er.awd 

cou"," J"StlCo c o v n  .............. 
wunlclpsl c o u r t  ................... 
lvrlrdlstlon .................... 

MIO: 
Corn 0, -n P,#a, ............. 
Yunlslpal Court ................... 
Cor"," Court ...................... 
YD"W', court ..................... 
Corrt Of C l O l r n  ................... 

0 
L 

L 
L 
L 

E 
L 
L 
L 
L 

0 
L 
L 
L 

L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 
L 

L 
L 
L 

0 
L 
L 
L 
L 

P I O d  P' 
a. I 100.000 
01 IDOL? 

356.518 Y1.148 
2J.11' 22.670 

MI m 
1,951 1.914 



- - m MI w m m m m m - - 
WH w w m MI w NH MI w 

H" NH 

- m MI m m 

m MI m m 
H" 

NH HW m w MI w H" NH 

"H 

- - - NH HH HI 

1.219 876 721 155 
1.219 816 m I I 5  

m *" 11" w 
m m m m 
m NH II" "W 

4.979 318 
m MI 111 m 

3,331 3.165 9% 213 
l,M8 105 

MI UH MI *" 
m m m m 

- - - - - - - - m m MI m - - - - 207,546 204.693 991 11.170 
m m w m m m m m 

MI m N" MI m m w m 

w w NW "H 
m m Mi 

w *H 
m 
w ww 

6.988 766 
m m m 'm 
m MI m w 

6.807 746 
1111 20 

4.153 
4.153 

m 
m 

m 
MI 

3 . a  
3,644 

m 

m 

w 

Mi 

47.9Yll 
m - - - - 

NW MI uw w 

ww MI Mi w 
N" m HI m 

y1.m ,,.?a8 1091 11, MI MI HI m 
NH "H H" WH m MI MI "* 
m m m MI m m m m 
m WH M "H NH m HH w 

tI8.9Z9 674 

w NH *" w WH N" w m 
t 4 0 , m  1,981 3 1 . 7 8 2  (7.916, 

- - - - 796.227 , 181.46Y Cmi IJ.723 
76.9991 Y 4 . m  %1 91, MI *" MI w 
15,292 147.174 971 6.111 796,227 m 7 , ~  991 73.773 

m 
47.9ml 

MI 

W" 

MI 
m 

m. 

ml wn 

MI YH 
m m 

MI m 
MI 
m 

5.810 6.7% I161 1191 
9.810 6,7% 1161 LA? 

MI MI MI wn 

m w MI m 
MI m MI MI 

m NH m w 

MI w MI w 
"W m m m HI m m m w hw m m m m m m 
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TABLE 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. (continue@ 

stat. and cwrt  "nm 

mumu: 
Ol,trlct court .................... 
Uunlclpd Cr1.ln.l court Of R r o r d .  
Hunlslpel court W l  of RoCCTd ..... 
"orka,. -n,atlon court ....... 
hrt 01 Tor Re",- ............... 
h r t  01 8."k Rar1.r .............. 

OREWN: 
Cl,C"l+ Court ..................... 
Tor hr t  ......................... 
D l x t r l c t  court .................... 
J"s+,m Covrt ..................... 
h"* court ...................... 
Yln,crpa, court ................... 

PRINSILVMI& 
Caw+ .,I Col.on Plea, ............. 
I)l.*lct ,"**Ice court ............ 
P h l l a d . l p h l *  Yunlslpal coun ...... 
Phll.d.lPhl. Tralllc court ........ 
P l t t l b U r m  C l h  M.l.tr.t. court .. . .~ 

RHmE ISLMO: 
Y l D a l o r  court .................... 
F a d , "  court ...................... 
D 1 , t r l c t  court .................... 
p,.,m+e covrt ..................... 
Wun1clp.l court ................... 

Ylum mm,* I I :  
c,rs"l+ c o u n  ..................... 
Frnl," court ...................... 
Probat* Cow, ..................... 
Yog,r+ra+. Mlrt .................. 
Yunlclpol court  ................... 
W n h  court and C l r l l  and Crllnnal 

Covrt ........................... 
swnl OMOTk 

C l r m l t  court ..................... 
TDIMSSLE: 

C l rsv l t  court and Crlnlnel  C o v r t  .. 
Chonmr" co"* .................... 
La. and Equity court .............. 
cant"  c o v e  ...................... 
Os"W*l %,,lo"* coun ............ 
Probob court  ..................... 
l " n n l 1 .  court .................... 
,".+Ice 0' tn RXc. court  ........ 
WYnlCIpO, hrt ................... 
D,,*,ct covrt and Crlnlnol 

o,,tr,c+ Court .................. 
Car"* court 8, La.. co",ilhltl~"~l 

b u n *  Czar*, and Probate Crwr t  . 
*Inlslpel court ................... 
J",tlm 0' +ne Peace court ........ 

Clrcu l t  hr t  ..................... 
,u.+rc. C o v r t  ..................... 

W I W  
supor,w court .................... 
Ol,t,IC+ court .................... 
pr*at* C o v r t  ..................... 

Y,RO,"IA: 
Clrsvlt h r t  ..................... 
Dl*trls, court  .................... 

0 
0 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

0 
L 
L 
L 
L 

L 

G 

G 
E 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

0 
G 
L 

0 
L 

l l .851 
6 6 !OM 
5 9 l 8 M  

2,.37 
12M 1 
9% J.IS8 

170,392 21,710 30.163 1.101 
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NW m m m 
H" m m m 
UH NH m M 

1 4 s -  
01,- pmdl 
P 9 . d  P' 
D I  I IO0.C-X 
01 Pao- 

F11.d O l i p o w d  9ll.d Iatlon 

8.1% 9 . W  1161 21, 
8.156 9.488 1161 n, 

MI NH m *" 
NH m HH NH 

N" m m M m m m W" m m m I" 
w 111 MI m N" NH NH NH HH NH WH WH 
N" m m m NH m m m m m m HH 

15.66, 608 
16,613 15.50, 911 646 m m m NH 15,573 60. 

NH m m M MI NH m m m m m NH 
83.228 m.411 9- 3.228 435.365 421.941 9n 16.888 m NH NH MH 

m 
M NI m NH 

HI M m m M m HH 94 . 
Y46.10 11,6021 ! ,87,,972 l15.1821 

13.765 66.8R 91% 621 m m m m 
175.7yI 112,727 E7L 4.WI 1,137,953 1,017,114 9zi 9.583 
41,219 47.91, 971 8 8  m m MI NH 

N" m m NH 1.W3.33I UO.It6 441 9.2W 
20.900 11761 347,192 <2.910l 

3.582 37. M *" 111 m 
N" M m m NH NH NH HH 

WH NH NH 
m m m WH 
HH NH NH M 

HH 

m HH HH 
NH HH NH 

m m m H" 

m 
NH m m NH NH NH m HH NH NH m NH HH 

27.325 MI 
WH NH N" NH 
NH NH m m 
H" m M NH 

NH M m m 

2.396 2,193 IDIS 169 
31.1861 25.197 2.202 

2 4  Id 

18.8181 I8.cBB 1.119 
HH M m m 

m H" NH NH 
MI NH M M 
m HH H" HH 

MI NH m MI 

m HH M M M NH HH NH 

M M NH NH 
.4,,7% 14.504 m HH HH NH 

N" NH *It NH 

NH M m NH NH N" NH N" 

123.19d Il7.447J 95s I7.88d 5.330 776 

>.X8 
NH 

NH 
m 

7Y HI M m NH 
M w N" HH NH N" NH 
mi m m m NH MI H" 
NH NH NH 

m NH NH MI M HH N" MI 

NH HI( 
NH 

NH m m N" 
NH M 
m M m 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. (continued) 

I fa te  and mvrt n- 

"AW I Nom: 
YlWlor Court .................... 
Dllfrlct Coup+ an* l",+l.Wa 0' 

ma h o c .  ....................... 
Ymlclwl  and P o l l o  Court ........ 

Eli IlmINI1: 
C I T S Y l t  Court ..................... 
"aglstrate h r t  .................. 
Yvnlclpa! court ................... 

Jurlsdlctlon 

G 

L 
L 

0 
L 
L 

",ICONS,": 
Cl,cvl+ Court ..................... 
Wdcloa l  J",tlca Court ........... 

WCUiffi: 
D l l t r l C t  D U r t  .................... 
J m t l ~  09 tho Pence cart 

an* Count* court ................ 
*unlcl..l Court ................... 

GUW: 
Ylpwlor C o u r t  .................... 

P(ERT0 R l W  

s v p r t o r  Court .................... 
Ol,+rlCt Dun .................... 
Yunlslpal covrt ................... 
,",+Ice, 0, ma Poac. ............. 

9 2 . 4 0  
2.om 

2.50, 
50 

G 
L 

(98.640 174.264 881 4.251 
198.640 174.264 881 4.2S7 

w m NH m 

G 

L 
L 

4 . 4 6 4  SJ.877 771 44,677 

12.259 2.838 

mi m MI WH 

5.M9 2.951 521 5.kSZ 

115,818 146,928 4011 4.w7 
94.5% 97.251 1QS1 2.%8 
3, ,262 a9.677 971 1.620 

hn NH m HH 
hw m m m 



m m m m 
m W" lm WR 

NH NH m m 

901 2461 6.W5 6.291 
6.W5 6.29, DOL Z61 

m m m m 
m ww w1I w 

HI m m m 

1.022 237 
1.022 231 

M m *H M" 
m m w m 

39,924 32.386 811 38,388 



66 TABLE 16: Civil filed and disposed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial 
courts, 1979. 

Var ia t ions i n  cour t  organization, subject matter 
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and case c lass i f i ca t i on :  

This tab le  breaks the gross t o t a l s  o f  Table 15 
i n t o  the c i v i l  case c lass i f i ca t i on .  Because of 
the va r ia t i ons  i n  cou r t  organization, subject  
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and case c lass i f i ca t i on ,  
comparisons o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  from s ta te  t o  s ta te  are seldom 
appropriate. 

from an ind iv idual  cou r t )  i s  responsible f o r  the 
large number o f  blanks i n  the " A l l  t r i a l  cour ts"  
columns on t h i s  table, as wel l  as f o r  s ta tes 
missing from the table.  I n  order f o r  a s ta te  t o  
be included i n  t h i s  table. i t  had t o  have complete 
f i l i n g  o r  d i spos i t i on  data from a l l  i t s  t r i a l  
courts. 

i n t o  speci f ic  case types, do general ly separate 
caseload i n t o  c i v i l ,  c r iminal ,  and j u v e n i l e  
cases. 
may be lumped i n t o  cr iminal  caseload. 1 

Lack o f  complete data Oess than 9W complete 

Courts t h a t  do not  break t h e i r  caseload down 

(Traf f ic  may be reported separately o r  i t  

Sources o f  data are found on the i nd i v idua l  cou r t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix B. 

Variations i n  counting cases do have an impact on 
t 6 t a l  caseloads. I f  states are no t  counting cases 

a t  the same beginning and ending point ,  t o t a l  
caseload i s  not  cmparable. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed as a percent o f  f i l e d .  This measure 
represents the percent o f  the number o f  f i l e d  
cases t h a t  the cour t  was able t o  dispose. 
percent i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the number o f  
cases f i l e d  by the number disposed and then 
mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  disposed more 
cases than were f i l e d ,  thus reducing pending 
caseload. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  no t  keeping up 
w i th  the volume o f  cases being f i l ed .  

The 

A percent over one 

A percent s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ess  than one 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Compairsons can be made between courts t h a t  
count cases i n  the same way. 
counting c i v i l  cases has the greatest  in f luence 
over data reported. 

Although data have been broken down i n t o  
general and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts, t h i s  has 
been done t o  provide a f l a v o r  f o r  the d i f f e r e n t  
workloads o f  the d i f f e r e n t  l eve l s  o f  t r i a l  
courts. I n te rs ta te  comparisons should be 
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a l l  t r i a l  cour ts '  f igures. 

The method o f  



TABLE 16: 
Civil filed and disposed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Disposed as a percent of filed. 
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General j u ' r i s d i c t i o n  cou r t s  L imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  A 1 1  t r i a l  courts 
Disposed 01 sposed Disposed 

as a as a a5 a 
state percent 

O f  f i l e d  
percent 

14,852 12,315 83% 
69,518 66,208 95% 
47,065 

F i l e d  Disposed o f  f i l e d  
percent 
O f  f i l e d  

86% 
94% 

~~~~ 

F i l e d  
Alaska .................... 11,066 
Colorado .................. 98,116 
Connecticut. .............. 147.904 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia...... 151,252 
F lo r ida .  .................. 259,345 
Guam... ................... 5.649 

Hawaii .................... 23,008 
Idaho ..................... 52.762 
I l l i n o i s  .................. 672.588 
Iowa ...................... 153.599 
Kansas. ................... 104.013 

Disposed 
9.867 

92.034 

150,647 
231.832 

2,951 

19.776 
48,418 

658,670 
151,310 

89% 
94% 

100% 
89% 
52% 

_ _  -_ 
209,888 197,656 _ _  _ _  

-_ 
94% _ _  

100% 
92% 
52% 

88% 
92% 

86% 
92% 
98% 
99% 

12,369 11,382 92% 

98% 
99% 

77% 

88% 

96% 

Kentucky .................. 60,414 56,191 
Massachusetts ............. 415.435 

93% 109,337 74,027 
8,789 

68% 169.751 130.218 
484.224 
198.293 173,666 

352.307 337.298 
69.161 

Missour i  .................. 198;293 173.666 

North Carol ina ............ 12,759 69,419 
New Hampshire.. ........... 18,464 17.954 

88% 
97% 
95% 

_ _  _ _  
50,697 

279.548 267,879 96% 

Ohio ...................... 
Oklahoma .................. 
Pennryl vania.. ............ 
Puerto Rico ............... 
Sou?h Oakota .............. 
Vermont .................. 
Virginia. .  ................ 
Washington ................ 
Uest Virginia. .  ........... 
Uiscanr in  ................. 

256,661 

196,919 
94,556 
30.363 

257.547 
185,088 
188,902 
97,251 

17,839j 
68,264 

40,159 
174.264 

100% 381,906 369.332 97% 638.567 626,879 
11,866 196,954 

103% 51,262 49,677 97% 145,818 146.928 
96% 258,082 253,643 98% 455,001 442,545 

_ _  _ _  _ _  30,363 

9 8 r i  4,758 4,202 88% 23.007J 22.04ij 
91% 537,314 501,181 931 612.655 569,445 

94.454 206.774 
97% 48,442 42,208 87% 89,967 82.367 
88% NH NH _ _  198.640 174.264 

98% 

97% 
101% 

96d 
93% 

92% 
88% 

18,249j 
75,341 

112.320 
41.525 

198,640 

Note: S t a t e  t o t a l s  were included i n  t h i s  t a b l e  Only when a l l  cour t s  w i t h  c i v i l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  s t a t e  reported e i t h e r  complete f i l i n g s  
andlor d ispos i t ions .  Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data were unavai lable o r  incomplete, OF t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were i nappropr ia te .  

NH = This case type i s  not  handled i n  t h i s  court. 

_ _  = Not appl icable.  

JExplanat ian o f  data included i n  the  category: 
Vermont--General j u r i s d i c t i o n  COUPts- -  C i v i l  appeal data inc lude c r i m i n a l  appeals as well a9  some habeas COPPUS and pos tconv ic t ion  renecly 

cases. 
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TABLE 17: Composition of civil case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 
TABLE 18: Composition of civil case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cou r t  organizat ion and subject 
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

These two tables deal only w i th  general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 
t r i ' a l  cour t  (Idaho, I l l i n o i s .  Iowa, South Dakota, 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and Guam), a l l  case types 
ape heard i n  the general j u r i s d i c t i o n  court. 
These courts are indicated by a "*" before t h e i r  
s ta te name. I n  a l l  other states some of the t r i a l  
cour t  case types are heard i n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
courts. 

The ind iv idual  cou r t  p r o f i l e s  f o r  each s ta te  
(found i n  Part  11) must be consulted t o  determine 
whether the f igures fo r  an ind iv idual  case type i n  
these tables represent the complete caseload fo r  
t ha t  case type i n  the p a r t i c u l a r  state. 

I n  states w i t h  a s i n g l e - t i e r  

Sources o f  data: 

These are found i n  the i nd i v idua l  cour t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  I 1  and i n  Appendix 8. 

Variat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  and de f i n i t i ons :  

Courts t h a t  do not  break t h e i r  caseload down 
i n t o  speci f ic  case types do general ly separate 
easeload i n t o  c i v i l ,  c r iminal ,  and juven i l e  
cases. 
may be reported as a p a r t  o f  the cr iminal  
cai t load.)  
easier t o  aggregate than l a t e r  tables t h a t  show 
speci f ic  case types. 

( T r a f f i c  may be reported separately o r  i t  

Consequently, these two tab les are 

Those states t h a t  reported less than 90% o f  
complete " t o t a l "  data were excluded from these 
tables. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Data from these tables may be used t o  i d e n t i f y  
courts w i th  s i m i l a r  J u r i s d i c t i o n  and courts t h a t  
handle s i m i l a r  volumes o f  cases. These data can 
also be used t o  compute the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of types 
of c i v i l  cases f i l e d  i n  each court. 
the propor t ion of the t o t a l  f i l i n g s  (d ispos i t ions)  
f o r  each case type, d i v ide  the number o f  f i l i n g s  
(d ispos i t ions)  f o r  each case type by the t o t a l  
f i l i n g s  (d ispos i t ions)  fo r  each cou r t  and mu l t i p l y  
by 100. 

To compute 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Comparisons should not be made between courts 
i n  states w i th  a s i n g l e - t i e r  t r i a l  cou r t  (marked 
w i th  an "*") and courts i n  states w i t h  both 
general and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 

Comparisons can be made only between courts 
t h a t  use the same u n i t  of count f o r  counting c i v i l  
cases. Since the data contained i n  these tables 
are taken from only the general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
courts, the organizat ion charts f o r  each s ta te  
should be checked t o  determine whether o r  not  
other courts i n  the s ta te  a lso handle the speci f ic  
case types before comparisons o f  volumes of 
speci f ic  case types are made. 

E 
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State and mwt t l t l a  

Alabama<lrcult Court ............. ( J I  1 J I  MI 46.809 Mi 1 J I  26,3025 73.111 
Alaska--Superla Wrt ............. NH 860 1.487 MI 274 5,910 908 315 1% 1,056 11.066 
Ar lz~nb-super lor  Court ............ 33,039 V I  ( J l  43,679 8.146 ( J l  84.8521 ............. 71,561 Arkaniss--STATE TOTAL. 21,689 6,890 28,534 7.m 1.086 (Jl  

C l r c v l t  Gwrt.. . .  ................ 27,684 Mi m Mi m (J 1 27.683 
Chancery and Probata Court ....... MI m m 6.890 28.5~ 7.m 1 . 0 ~ 6  HH W 43.078 

C a l l i a n l a - - S " p e r l a  c o w t  ......... NH 57.9481 m 2,0711 175,746l 62.8261 3.5581 12,064l ZS0.5381 579.7541 

Colcrado--STATE TOTAL .............. 16,689 3,873 1,281 41,840 1.601 3.M3 648 11.135 98,116 
o l r t r l c t  Court, Denver sup.r1cr 

Court, D e n v a  Juvonlle Court, 
and Denver Probate Court ...... 16,689 3.873 NH 5.153 47,840 7.601 3.043 648 11,135 95,982 

water Court ...................... MI NH NH Mi 2,134 NH MI NH Mi NH 2.134 
C o n n ~ t l c u t - - s u p e r l a  Court ........ 41,637 86,356 2.4Y 11.215 202 147.904 

Delaware-STATE TOTAL .............. 1,875 (J) Mi 6581 (JI 304 2.240 674 216 ~ I I J  6.778 
Cowt Of chancery ................ MI Mi ( J I  Mi ( J l  (11 2,240 4l7J 2.657 ................... 3(Y 4,121 svper1a  Gwrt 1.875 NH 658 NH 304 tili 674 216 

I ) l 9 t T l C t  oi Col"nbla--S"perlor 
C o u ~ t  .......................... 5,918 28.882 102.938 7,877 2,563 817 447 1.690 151.252 

F l a l d s < l r c u l t  Wrt ............. NH 20,366 30,539 NH 15.949 Mi 79.497 42,843 13.570 734 55.847 259.345 

-G"arn--S"perla Cwrt ............... 1,459 2,129 29 955 174 903 5,649 

HaraII--STATE TOTAL ................ Mi 1,324 1,596 Mi 254 NH 14,467J 1.817 (JI 39 3.493 23.W8 

............ Georgls-superlor Court  61,016 54.422 115,438 

.................... 3,453 22.903 C l r c v l t  Court NH 1,324 1,596 Mi 204 Ml 14.461J 1.817 (JI 
Land COWt ....................... MI NH NH NH 46 NH Mi Mi m Mi Mi 46 
Tex &peal Co"rt ................. NH Mi Mi NH NH NH m Mi m 59 Mi 59 ................. 2151 11.C06 52.762 *Idahw-STATE TOTAL Mi 1,691 NH 15.584 lbl 14,224 3.982 
o l s t r l c t  Gwrt ................... NH 1.083 NH 3 m 2.059 4 279 4.956 8.380 
H a g l r t r a t e i  Dli l . lon ............. NH 608 NH 15,581 NH 12,165 3,978 MI 12,050 44,382 

* I l l lnols-< l rcul t  Court ............ 219,229 180,486 648 25.358 io4.3n 32.530 9,243 93,591 7,128 672.588 
I n d l m b - S u p e r l a  Court and .................. NH 38,360 Mi 71.103 21,074 84.197 221,334 C l r c v l t  CoUrt 

*ID.b-Ol.*lCt Court ............... NH 78,141 w 948 23.419 51.031 153.599 
Kmsas--Olstr lct  Court ............. 5,027 32.159 11.875 9.779 NH 26.882 11.625 2,519 188 3.959 I M . O I 3  
Ke:antucky--Clrcult Court ............ 17.461 mi 33.183 Mi 2.181J 1,135 6.454 60.414 

L o " l r l a n a - - O l r h l c t  Court .......... MI Mi 152,965 
Halns-Superlor Gwrt .............. 1.980 2.118 1.427 NH 1.80.2 NH NH 252 I83 7.760 
HaTilmd--ClrcUlt Court ............ 4,287 1.801 5,969 Mi 3.586 11,375 44,369 595 2.735 347 81.064 
Ha%sachuse+ts--STATE TOTAL.. ....... 169,931' 124.697) 32,628' , 37,117l 55.325l 2,651l 391 W).687I 415.435 

Y l p e r 1 a  C a v r t  Depcrtnent ........ 31,193 
Olltrl~t Court  Ospartnent ........ 141.523 122.163 23.103 4.374 2.616 3.253 297.034 
Barton Y ~ n l c I p e I  Court Dspartnent 28,414 2.534 520 241 35 39 31.783 
Land Court Depar twnt  ............ 9.w5 9.M5 
PrObatO and Farnlly Court 

Departmsnt ..................... 33.063 55.325 17.432 105.820 

C l r c v l t  Court .................... MI 1.).25S1 NH MI 128,1M1 1.0981 U.928I 189.4481 
C o w t  ai Claims .................. mi NH m m m Mi m Mi Mi 382 mi 382 

Mi""..otb-O1.*lCt Court .......... 19.119 NH 242 mi 19.361 
~ M I s I w r I - < I r C U l t  Court ............ 13.362 12.436 172.495 198.Z93 
&b"tmb-Ol.trICt Court ............ NH 1,125 5.57S NH 664 MI 9,487 3,337 411 39B 4.777 26.372 

Hlshlgarr-STATE TOTAL .............. 15,25b1 NH 128.1661 1.4801 44.9281 189,8301 

Nebraska-4lstTICt  Court ........... Mi 13.792 NH Mi 8.521 22.31J1 
N a  H d ~ s h l r e - S U p e r l a  Court...... 6.413 Mi 11.191~ ( J l  Mi m 18.464 
New Jersey-Supr la  Court ......... 44.688 4,318 21,468 953 71.427 

Nor HBXICO--Ol.trlSt C o w t  ......... 18,236 25,833 44.069 

Covnty C o Y T t  ................... NH 35,677 NH 167 NH 10,259 NH 5,599 13.849 65,951 

North Dakota--Olstrlct Court ....... NH 720 3.851 NH 102 NH 4.870 38 NH 159 no 11.070 
Ohlc--Co"r+ of Conmo" Plea, ........ NH 21,412 Mi Mi 97,176 76.631 8,609 2,763 49,470 256,661 

(contlnued on next page1 

Uer 'lorh--Suprens COUrt en4 

North C e r o l l n s - S u p e r l a  Court..... 12.03 NH NH 32.926 MI 27,794 72,759 
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O*lahm--D ls t r IC t  Court ........... MI 8,WO 2S.617 63.298 8.S29 NH 40,014 14.154 2.S15 1.247 9,636 198.849 
OrsgoC--STATE TOTAL ................ X NH X 28,967 6.669 3.1% 112 62,894 

C I 7 S Y l t  Court .................... X Nm X 28.961 6.669 3.736 62,782 
Tar Court ........................ X m X NH MI Nm 112 112 

50,814 196.919 P I  s............................ 118,404 19,187 1.914 
NH NH 138j 49.970 94,556 

P e n n r y l v o n l ~ u r t  Of Cannn 

Pverto RIcc--S~perlw Court ........ 1,949 3.560 438 Nm 1,194 NH 30.101 

Rhodo ISlanb-Superlor court ....... tdl Nm NH NH X x 1,087 

*South Dakota--Clrcult Court ........ 13.014 3.752 4.642 616 8.319 30.363 
Tannesrw-STATE TOTAL ............. NH 10.64s 1,246 NH 2,846 50.259 1,688 940 11,955 4.215 89,894 

C l r c v l t  Court .................... m 9,803 2,486 NH 111 27,833 IM si6 8 . m  1.468 51,158 
Law and Equlty Court ............. NH 311 313 MI 110 2.671 I78 46 3% 229 4,200 
Chancery Court ................... NH 531 4,447 MI 2,025 19.749 1,406 518 3,282 2,578 34.536 

.. 
South C s r o l l n s - C l r c u l t  Court...... NI 36,349 

Texs$--Dlntrlct h r $  and Crlrnlnal 

Utah--Olr t r lc t  Court ............... ea NI 81 NH 10.746 3,464 W 8  229 11,219 27.511 
*Yermnt--STATE TOTAL ............... 6,4W 6,822 4,005 579 33d 21 l8.24d 

Suporlw Court ................... 3.485 3.288 33d 21 1.132J 
D l s t r l c t  Court ................... 2.599 6.812 111 519 11.117 

Vlrglnls<lrcult Court ............ 25,633 1.076 12,842 33,252 2.538 1S.341 

D l s t T l c t  Couvt ................... NH 16,926 Nm Mi 160.585 28,708 105.76s 311,984 

washlngtOn--Superlar Court ......... NH 6.968 22,469 NH 6,984 46.238 13,536 4,386 1,160 9.919 112,320 
Welt vIrglnlL--ClrS"lt Court ....... I ,JOB 2,311 1,446 36.460 41,525 
WI.CO".lR-CIrc"lt Cowt  ........... ( J I  IJ) 58,469' ( J )  36,527 42.406 ( J l  ( j l  61.23d 198,6401 
wyoml"g--Dl~trlct Court ............ Mi 2.190 10.069 12,259 

Note: A I 1  available date tran states tha t  have total f l l l n g r  WhlCh we a t  I m O S t  901 co~lste ware entsrsd In t h l L  table. Blank Spxc"  lndlcate 
tha t  tho data -re unaYallablo ar 105s than 901 Snplate.  otha d V 1 1  . IS  Includes .*-Ins* rl t  Cn3(t*. 

X *The data tw t h l s  case t y p  are known t o  be Included In th, total but  w e  not wal lable by  category. 

NH - T h l l  case tyw 1s mt handled by t h l s  COYTt.  

*These states ham a single-tler R i a l   COY?^. These courts haw m llnlted Jurlrdlctlm Cmrtr  under t h n ,  50 Includad I n  t h e l r  caseload aa Case5 

t h a t  a u l d  be hePd by l l n l t e d  Jurlrdlctlon courts eIselhtXe. 
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S t a b  and court tltle 

Aldbana--ClrCult Court ............. l J 1  iJ) MI 48.832 MI i J 1  25,312J 74.144 
Alarka--Supalor Court ............. X X X X X X X X 9,867 
M l r o o s - S u p c r l a r  Court ............ 30.57d ( J )  I J l  (J)  43.1591 11,315 1,061 lJ1  86.293 I 

Clrcul t  Court .................... 26.46d NH Mi NH m I J l  26,463 

C.llfor"lb-SYPerIOT Court ......... 63.2891 MI 1.3011 149,312I 60.883l 3,5101 11.6221 149.%g1 439,8861 

Arkansas--STATE TOTAL .............. 2 6 , 4 6 9  7,301 26.805l 3,645l ( J I  64,214l 

Chmcery and PrCbate Court ....... MI NH Mi 7.301 26,8051 3.645' NH wil 37,7511 

Colaa&-STATE TOTAL .............. 13.512 3,180 NH 6.3n 43,604 10.332 3.031 613 11.387 92.034 
Olrirlct Co"7t. Denvec supsr1a 

Court, Osnver JurenIle Court. 
and Denver Probate Court ....... 13.512 3,180 Mi 4,263 43,604 10.332 3.031 613 11.387 89,922 

uater Court ...................... NH MI MI MI 2.112 m MI m MI m 2.112 
Connxtlcut--Superlw Court ........ 40.539 410' 1,68? 18.948 197 61,779l 

Delaware--STATE TOTAL .............. 1.665 I J I  Mi 579l ( J )  SO8 2,084 650 225 1 2 9  6.234 
Covrt 0, Chancery ................ NH i J >  NH iJ)  I J l  2.0ffl 3 8 9  2.467 
S u p e r l a  Court ................... 1,665 Mi 579 NH 308 NH 650 225 340 3,767 

CouTt .......................... 5.714 29,043 103.429 7.105 2.324 826 543 1.663 150.647 
F l o r l d s - C l r s u l t  Court ............. NH 19.768 22.997 NH 14,776 71,976 40.499 12,779 477 48,566 231,832 
Gscrgla--S"psrlor Court ............ NH 56.508 NH m 45,449 101,957 
Guanr-superla Court ............... 604 1.015 38 526 24 744 2.951 

' o l r t r l c t  Of Col"nbla--S"palcr 

Harall--STATE TOTAL ................ MI 988 1,186 MI 413 12.9211 1.555 ( J )  n 23.50 19.776 .................... 2,660 19,578 ClrCvl t  Court NH 988 1.186 MI 288 12,9211 1,535 I J l  
Land Court ....................... NH NH NH NH 125 NH NH NH NH NH m 125 
Tax &peal Court ................. Mi NH NH MI Mi m MI NI MI 73 NH 73 

2761 15.011 48.418 
276' 4.0% 7,350 

Maplstratss D l r l r l o n  ............. MI 609 MI 14.546 m 11,041 3.957 m 1 0 . 9 ~ 5  41,068 
* I l l lnOls- -ClrCul t  Court ............ 204,536 176.762 6% 37.924 104.333 35.113 9.386 82.299 7.679 658.670 

................. 'Idaho-STATE TOTIL NH 1.514 NH 14.547 NH 13.107 3.963 
o l r t r l c t  CoUrt NH 905 MI I MI 2,066 6 ................... 

I n d l s n s - S u p e r l a  Court and .................. W.146 211.850 
*lo.s-Ql.trlct Court ............... 81,372 762 20,640 48,176 151.310 
Kentucky--Clrcult Court ............ 17.275 29,828 2.544J 1,009 5.535 56.191 
M . I ~ ~ - s ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~  Court .............. 2.050 1.m 1 . 2 n  m 1,649 MI MI 242 286 7.203 
Haryland-<lrcult Court ............ 4.081 7.545 4,837 NH 3.180 9,875 36,646 566 2.610 354 69.692 

bbsatLachuieits--STATE TOTAL,. ....... 96.395' 88.200I 24,739l 2.5691 2,304I I O 1  2,352l 254,121l 

C l r c v l t  Court 33,972 77,283 19.909 

supsr1cr Cowt Deparinmnt ........ 37.372 
D l s t r I C t  Court Departnant ........ Bo.263 87.552 16.483 2,328 2,269 2,352 191.247 

Departnrtnt ..................... 16,132 648 399 241 35 10 17.fA5 
eaaton Mvnlclpal  Court  

Land Court O s p a r h n t  ............ 7.857 7.857 

Rcbatr,  and Famlly Court 
Departnant ..................... 

MIChlgarr-STATE TOTAL .............. 17,4531 126.8571 1.542' 48.686' 194,538l 
C l r c v l t  CoYrt .................... 17,453' m 126,857l 1,06l1 48. f~B6~ 194,057l 
Covrt 01 Clala*  .................. NH MI NH MI NM MI m 481 MI 481 

Mln"s,ota - - O l l t r l c t C o " r t  .......... 14.908 NM 303 m 15.211 
'MI.Y)YrI--ClrCYlt Court ............ 11,124 10.751 151,191 173.666 
Montana--OlstrICt Court ............ X X NH X 7.871 2,766 282 X x 20.894 
Nebcaskb-OIStrICt Court ........... NH 12.991 NH MI 8.238 21.229l 

 NO^ nanpshirk-supaior Court ...... 5.777 NH I 6  12,161 NH m X 17.954 
New Jer%ey--S~perlor Court ......... MI 41.353 1,039 28.1021 74.464 
N e w  Mtxlcrr-Dlrtrlct Court ......... 17.152 22,714 40,166 
N e w  Yak--supr- Court and 

County Court ................... NH 38.107 NH 888 9,948 NI 5.150 13,169 67.182 
North C a r o l l n b - S u p e r l a  Court..... 11,324 MI I J I  I J )  31,378 (J 1 26.717J 69.419 
North O a k o t s - D l s t r l c t  Court ....... 627 3,582 NH 513 4.537 I 4  NH I34 620 10,027 
Chlrr-COurt of Cannon PIODL ........ 22.841 NH 98,078 16.827 8.436 2,385 48,980 257,547 
O h l a h m s - O l s t r l c t  Court ........... 6.572 21.641 86.415 7,268 40,125 11.769 2,539 994 7,765 185.088 

(contlnued on next  page) 
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OTepb-Tax Court .................. X m X I34 I34 

PI.*S. ........................... 112,915 19,723 8,024 48,240 188.W2 
Puorto Rlcc--Supsrla Court ........ 2.089 3,510 439 NH 8.387 NH 32.731 NH NH 146l 49.949 97.251 
SPuth CwOIIna--CIrCYlt Court...... Mi 31.368 

Tenne.lwb-STAT€ TOTM ............. X X NH X X X X X X 83,524 
ClrCul t  Court .................... X X NH X X X X X X 46,616 
Law and Equlty Court ............. X X NH X X X X X X 3.613 
Chancery CouTt ................... X X MI X X X X X X 33.295 

P.""lyl"O"l.--Crurt a1 cum-mn 

Texas--OlstrIct h r t  and Crlmlnol 
Dlltrlct Court ................... NH 15.535 m I56.240 26.950 50,341 289.065 

Ut&--Olltrlct Court ............... X X X 2.650 957 93 x 23,181 

'VermnP-STATE TOTAL ............... 6,355 6.715 3,929 497 327J l 7 . d  
Super la  Court ................... 3,270 3.144 327J 16 6,757J 
DIstrlCt CouTt ................... 3.085 6.715 785 497 11,082 

V l r g l n l s - C l r c u l t  Court ............ 23,045 972 11.149 31.155 NH 1.943 68.2- 
WalhlnQtOW-SupWlW Court ......... 6,2581 16,138I NH 3.8341 34.028l 8,149 1.4M 603) 4,054l 74,5001 
ws*t V I r g l " l . - - C I r C Y l t  Cowt  ....... 1.264 2.276 1.372 35,247 40,159 
YI.CO"ll"--CIrC"lt  Court ........... (J) ( J I  56,156l I .91d 28.997 40,924 IJI Ill 48,277J 174.264l 

Note: A l l  a v a l l & l e  data lrm states tha t  have total d l r p o i l t l o n r  rh lch  are at least 901 COcTlete a r e  entered In t h l s  tOls. Blsnk spacer lndlcats 
that  the data were u n o v o I I a I e .  a 18s. than 901 cmplsts.  Mta c I v I I  also IOCIY&S &-Inmy - I t  cases. 

X - The data fa t h i s  case t y p  are h n a o  to be Included In  the total. 

NH I Thll ca9e type I s  not handled by the Court. 

-hew states have a %ln9le-tlW t r l a l  court. Thole courts have m I lmltsd Jur lsd lc t lon  courts under than, LO Included In thelr  caseload are cases 
th-e,muld 8s heard by I lml ted J u r l r d l c t l m  murtr elsewhere. 
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Variat ions i n  cour t  organizat ion and subject  
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Caseload i n  these tab les i s  from both general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 
same case types may be handled i n  very d i f f e r e n t  
courts from s ta te  t o  state. 
be compared. To f a c i l i t a t e  comparisons, the 
states i n  these tables have been grouped i n t o  
three categories: those states where a cou r t  has 
exclusive j u r i s d i c t i o n  over a case type and where 
i t  submitted complete data; those states where 
more than one cou r t  handles a case type and each 
cour t  submitted complete data; and those states 
t h a t  reported incomplete data from any one of 
these courts w i th  t h a t  case type j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

The cou r t  organizat ion charts i n  Part  I 1  
should be consulted f o r  a b r i e f  summary o f  the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of each court. 

Sources o f  data: 

p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  I 1  and i n  Appendix 6. 

Variat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

c lass i f y  cases according t o  subject-matter ra ther  
than the remedy sought. 
such as "law" and "equi ty"  d i f f i c u l t  t o  rec lass i f y  
unless the p a r t i c u l a r  cou r t  can t e l l  us the k inds 
o f  cases included. 

Dict iona case def in i t ions,  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  + vary rom s ta te  t o  state. Domestic re la t ions,  f o r  
example, may include a l l  fami ly matters i n  some 
states whi le  other states repor t  only divorce 
act ions as domestic re la t i ons  cases. 

i n  t h e i r  j uven i l e  caseload, whereas the 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  used here places these matters i n  
domestic re la t i ons  caseload. 

Only states repor t ing data t h a t  could be 
displayed i n  the spec i f i c  case type are included 
i n  these tables, and then only if the data are 905, 
complete. 
beyond the broad c i v i l ,  cr iminal .  t r a f f i c ,  and 
j u v e n i l e  categories. 

Var iat ions i n  counting cases: 

Caseload cannot be compared among cour ts  t h a t  
do not  count cases a t  the same beginning and end 
point .  
the f i l i n g  of the p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint have been 
separated and placed a t  the bottom of each large 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  grouping. - 
Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed cases as percent of f i l ed .  
masure  represents the percent of the number o f  
f i l e d  cases o f  which the cour t  was able t o  
dispose. 

The 

Only s ta te  t o t a l s  can 

These are found i n  the ind iv idual  cour t  

The C O X A  C S I M  Corn i t tee has chosen t o  

This makes categories 

Even w i th  use o f  the Model S t a t i s t i c a l  

Some states count support and custody matters 

Many courts do not  break data down 

Those states t h a t  do not  count cases a t  

This 

The percent i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the 

number of cases f i l e d  by the number disposed and 
then mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. A percent over 
one hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  disposed of 
more cases than were f i l ed ,  thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ess  than one 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  no t  keeping up 
w i t h  the volume o f  cases being f i l ed .  
measure was not  computed if the number o f  cases 
f i l e d  was less than ten or i f  the quant i ty  of 
missing data ( ind icated by an "1" footnote i n  the 
p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  11) made i t  inappropriate. 

End pending cases as percent o f  f i l e d .  
f igure gives the percent o f  the number o f  f i l e d  
cases t h a t  were pending a t  the end o f  the year. 
This measure i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the number of 
cases pending a t  the end o f  the year by the number 
o f  cases f i l e d  and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one 
hundred. A value o f  one hundred percent ind icates 
t h a t  the number o f  cases pending a t  the end of the 
year was equal t o  the number of cases f i l e d  dur ing 
the year. A value higher than one hundred percent 
ind icates a pending caseload l a r g e r  than cases 
f i l e d ,  whi le a value lower than one hundred 
percent ind icates a pending caseload smal ler  than 
the number o f  cases f i l e d ,  We expect t h i s  number 
t o  be low f o r  case types such as t r a f f i c  t h a t  have 
r e l a t i v e l y  quick d i spos i t i on  times, but  i t  w i l l  be 
l a r g e r  f o r  t o r t s  and other case types t h a t  usual ly  
take longer t o  process. 
computed i f  the number o f  cases f i l e d  was less 
than ten o r  if the quant i ty  of missing data 
( ind icated by an "i" footnote on the p r o f i l e s  i n  
Par t  111 made i t  inappropriate. 

This 

This 

This percent was not 

Number change i n  pending caseload. This 
number s ives the ne t  increase o r  decrease i n  
pendinfcaseload f o r  the cour t  year by subtract ing 
the number of cases pending a t  t he  beginning of 
the year from the number o f  cases pending a t  the 
end o f  the year. An a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h i s  
ca lcu lat ion,  subt ract ing the number disposed from 
the number f i l ed ,  was used when pending data were' 
unavailable o r  incomplete. 
formula was used, the r e s u l t i n g  number was 
enclosed i n  parentheses. 
ind icates t h a t  the pending caseload increased 
dur ing the year whi le  a negative number ind icates 
t h a t  the pending caseload was reduced i n  size. 
Thus, a large negative change i n  pending cases 
ind icates t h a t  the c o u r t  i s  keeping the caseflow 
current,  whi le  a large p o s i t i v e  change i n  pending 
cases ind icates t h a t  t he  c o u r t  has not  kept pace 
w i th  i t s  f i l i n g s .  

percentage ind icates the change i n  pending cases 
r e l a t i v e  t o  the number o f  cases pending a t  the 
beginning o f  the year, and i s  obtained by d i v id ing  
the number change i n  pending caseload by the 
number of cases pending a t  the beginning of the 
year and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. 
f i gu re  cannot be ca lcu lated i f  the a l te rna t i ve  
formula described above was used t o  ca lcu late the 
number change i n  the pending caseload.) A high 
negative percent ind icates t h a t  the cour t  reduced 

Yhen t h i s  a l t e rna te  

A p o s i t i v e  number 

Percent change i n  pending caseload. This 

(This 
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i t s  pending caseload s ign i f i can t l y ,  whi le a h igh 
p o s i t i v e  percent ind ica tes  t h a t  the pending 
caseload increased s ign i f i can t l y .  This measure 
was n o t  computed if the number o f  beginning 
pending cases was less  than ten  o r  i f  the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the  cour t  changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
dur ing  the year. 

g ives a m r e  r e a l i s t i c  basis f o r  comparison of 
caseloads among states o f  various sizes. 
number of f i l i n g s  was no t  ava i lab le  o r  was no t  
complete ( ind ica ted  by an “1” footnote I n  the  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  11) b u t  the number of 
d ispos i t ions  was avai lable,  the number o f  cases 
disposed per u n i t  o f  populat ion was entered i n  
t h i s  column i n  place o f  the  number o f  cases f i l e d  
per populat ion un i t .  and the use o f  t h i s  
a l t e rna t i ve  quant i t y  was indicated by enclosing i t  
i n  parentheses. 
c r im ina l  tab les  represent the t o t a l  s ta te  
population. If a l l  other fac to rs  (cour t  

I f  the  

Populat ion f igures  used i n  the  

j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  case de f i n i t i on ,  e tc . )  are s i m i l a r ,  
the  f i led-per-uni t -of-populat ion s t a t i s t i c  w i l l  
p e n i t  d i r e c t  comparisons among states o f  the  
number of f i l e d  cases. For c i v i l  cases i n  t r i a l  
courts, t h i s  measure w i l l  i nd ica te ,  among o ther  
things, the propensity t o  l i t i g a t e  among the  
c i t i z e n s  i n  a given state. 

L imi ta t ions  on use: 

I n  these case type tables, on ly  the  STATE 
TOTALS can be compared i n  those states where more 
than one cour t  has j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the case type. 

Comparisons can be made between the  data 
reported f o r  a s ta te  where an i nd i v idua l  cou r t  has 
exclusive j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the  type of case and 
the  STATE TOTALS fo r  states where more than one 
cou r t  has j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Comparisons can no t  be 
made f o r  states repor t ing  incomplete data. 
Comparisons should be made only between those 
cases t h a t  use the same u n i t  o f  count f o r  counting 
c i v i l  cases. (See Figure A f o r  a l i s t i n g  o f  the 
groups o f  states t h a t  use the  same u n i t  o f  count 
f o r  c i v i l  cases.) 
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TABLE 19: 
Tort caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting tort (auto fort, professional tort, product liability tort, and other tort) caseload. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number andpercent change in pending. filedper 700,000 population. 

Sta te  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  i d i s -  
popu la t ion  of f i l e d  pending posed) p e r  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and cou r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100.000 

COMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

KansaS--OistriCt Court  ................... 
Oklahoma--Oir t r ic t  Court  ................. 
Not exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Hawaii-STATE TOTAL ...................... 
c i r c u i t  Court ........................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ....................... 

Idaho-STATE TOTAL ....................... 
O i s t r i c t  C o w t  ....................... 
Magis t ra te 's  O i v i s i o n  ................ 

Ohio-STATE TOTAL ........................ 
cour t  o f  Common Q l e a r  ................ 
C0"" tY  CoUrt ......................... 
Municipal  Court  ...................... 

Puerto Rim--STATE TOTAL ................. 
Superior Court  ....................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ....................... 

New Jersey-STATE TOTAL .................. 
Chancery D i v i s i o n )  ................. *Superior Court  (Law Oiv is ion  and 

county D i s t r i c t  Court  ................ 

2,347 
2,970 

950 -- _ _  
933 _ _  _ _  

10,799 _ _  _ _  _ _  
3.165 _ _  _ _  
7,373 

_ _  _ _  

5,027 
7.282 7,814 

3,378 2,247 
2,077 1,324 
1.301 923 

1.974 1,691 
1,369 1.083 

605 608 

34.105! 41,011 
24,213' 21,412 

59 347 
9,833 19,252 

8.621 5.605 
6.929 3,560 
1,692 2,045 

61,735 62,811 

55,607 44,688 
6.128 18,123 

21 4 
6.221 8,875 79% 113% 1.593 21% 263 

1.703 3,922 76% 175% 544 16% 237 
988 2,413 75% 182% 336 16% 139 
715 1,509 17% 163% 208 16% 97 

1.514 2.151 905 127% 177 9% 181 
905 1,547 84% 143% 178 15% 116 
609 604 1005 99% -1 -1% 65 

41.356 33,9101 101% 380 

248 158 71 % 46% 99 1663 3 
18.267 10,818 95% 56% 985 101 178 

5,452 8,774 97% 157% 153 2% 177 
3,510 6.979 99% 196% 50 1% 113 
1.942 1.795 95% 88% 103 6% 65 

22.841 22,9341 107% (-1.429) 198 

6'L 852 58,838 65,708 

41,353 58,942 93% 132% 3.335 6% 606 
17.485 6.766 96% 37% 638 104 246 

94% 105% 3.973 

INCOMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Alaska--Superior Court ................... 
D i s t r i c t  cou r t  ....................... 
Magis t ra te 's  Court ................... 

Cal i fornia--Super ior  Court  ............... 
Municipal Court ...................... 
Just ice  Court ........................ 

Colorado- -Oi i t r i c t  Court and Denver 
super io r  C O U r t  ....................... 
County Court  ......................... 

F l o r i d a - - C i r c u i t  Court ................... 
covnty C O W t  ......................... 

Maine-Superior Court .................... 
D i s t r i c t  cou r t  ....................... 

Maryland-Circui t  Court .................. 
D i s t r i c t  Court ....................... 

Michigan--Circui t  Court  .................. 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ....................... 
C o m n  Pleas Court  of O e t m i t  ........ 

Montana--Distr ict  Court .................. 
Jus t i ce  Court  ........................ 
Municipal  Court ...................... 
c i ty  cou r t  ........................... 

New York--Supreme Court and County Court  . 
C i v i l  Court of the  City o f  New York .. 
Town and Y i l l age  J u s t i c e  Court  ....... 
D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  Court  ........ 

Nor th  Oakota--Distr ict  Court  ............. 
J u r i s d i c t i o n  ....................... County Court w i th  Increased 

860 
457 

92,948" 

3.873 

20,366 

2.834 2.118 

7.801 

25,2651 15.256i 

1.725 

35.677 
32,175 

720 

63.289i 6 a i  (29,65911 

3.180 82% (6931 

19.768 97% 1598) 

1.722 3.230 81% 153% 396 14% 

7.543 97% (2581 

17.4531 23.0681 114'11 15111 -2.5571 -1051 

38,107 
34.466 

627 

107% l-2,430) 
1071 (-2,291) 

87% 193) 

21 4 
114 

4001 

136 

21 5 

J 88 

185 

1651 

21 9 

202 
183 

110 

(cont inued On nex t  page) 
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TABLE 19: 
Tort caseload for trial courts, 1979. (continued) 

s t a t e  AS percent Change i n  F i l e d  (d i s -  
popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed) pe r  

S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100.000 
thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu lar ion  

INCMPLETE STATE TOTALS ( c o n ' t )  

Tennessee--Circuit Court  ................. 
Law and Equ i t y  Court  ................. 
Chancery Court  ....................... 
J u s t i c e  o f  t he  Peace Court  ........... 
General Sesslons Court  ............... 

Texas-D is t r i c t  Court  .................... 
County Court  a t  Law and Const i tu t iona l  

county cou r t  ....................... 
J u s t i c e  o f  t he  Peace Court  ............ 

U t a h - - D i s t r i c t  Court  ..................... 
C i r c u i t  Court  ........................ 
J u s t i c e  Court  ........................ 

Washington--Superior Court  ............... 
J u s t i c e s  o f  the  Peace ................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ....................... 

4,533 9 * 803 _- 31 1 _ _  531 

13.887 31.052 16.926 

_ _  15.392 9.853 _- 
1.416 864 _- _ _  
4.013 6.968 -_ _ _  

21 6 
7 

12  

15.535 32.444 92% 192% 1.392 4% 122 

10.137 15,108 103% i 5 3 a  -284 -z 71 

61 

6.2581 174 

Note: S ta tes  were inc luded on t h i s  t a b l e  on ly  when a t  l e a s t  one c o u r t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  provided data On the  number o f  t o r t s .  States were excluded 
f rom t h i s  t a b l e  when the  number o f  t o r t s  c o u l d  n o t  be segregated from other c i v i l  ac t ions  i n  any o f  i t s  courts.  However. when one s t a t e  
c o u r t  separated t o r t s  from o ther  c i v i l  act ions,  and i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  o ther  cour ts  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  had j u r i s d i c t i o n  over c i v i l  ac t ions  
w i t h  monetary damages t h a t  d i d  no t  f a l l  under the  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a spec i f i c  small c la ims s t ruc tu re .  then the  s t a t e  was categor ized as 
having' incomplete s t a t e  data. 
Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were unava i lab le  or l e s s  than 9oP complete. or t h a t  t he  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr iate.  

* - There cou r t s  do n o t  use f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  as the  u n i t  o f  Count. 

iData  are 1,ngomplete: 

Check the  s ta te  p r o f i l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t he  s p e c i f i c  u n i t  o f  count. 

ca l i fo rn jh - -Super io r  Court--One c o u r t  repor ted  data f o r  on l y  the  f i r s t  six months o f  the  repo r t i ng  period. 
H i c h i @ + i r c u i t  Court--Careload data were unava i lab le  f o r  Arenac. Jackson and Mason Counties. 
Ohio-lGbbiiit of Cornon Pleas-Pending data were unava i lab le  f o r  a l l  t o r t  case types. 
Yash%$f.bn--Superior Court--One cou r t  l o c a t i o n  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  d i s p o s i t i o n  data f o r  1979. 
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TABLE 20: 
Contract caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting contract caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed Number and percent 
change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

Sta te  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  l d i s -  
popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending pored1 pe r  

thousands pending F i l e d  Oisposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
State and cou r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100.000 

COMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Kansas- -D is t r i c t  Court  ................... 2.347 32.159 1.370 
Oklahoma--District Court ................. 2.970 20.389 22,969 17.860 15.498 77% 67% -4,891 -23% 773 

Not exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Hawaii-STATE TOTAL ...................... 950 6.485 10,401 9.494 7.392 91% 71% 907 144 1,095 
C i r c u i t  Court  ........................ -_ 1.914 1.596 1.186 2.324 74% 146% 410 21% 168 ....................... 927 D i s t r i c t  Court _ _  4.571 8,805 8.308 5.068 94% 58% 497 11% 

IWWPLETE STATE DATA 

Alaska--Superior Court ................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court I O i s t r i c t  D iv i s ion1  ... 
D i s t r i c t  Court I M a ~ i r t r a t e ' s ' D i v i s i o n l  . .~~~~ ~ ~~ 

F l o r i d a - - C i r c u i t  Court ................... 
County Court ......................... 

Maine-Superior Court .................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court ....................... 

Mary1 and--Ci r c u i  t Court ................... 
D i s t r i c t   COY^ ....................... 

Montana-Distr ict  Court  ....... .:. ........ 
J u s t i c e  Court. City Court and 

Municipal  Court .................... 
New York--Civ i l  Court o f  the City o f  

New York ........................... 
Supreme Court and County Court ....... 
D i s t r i c t  Court and City Court ........ Town and V i l l a g e  Jus t i ce  Court ....... 

North Dakota- -D is t r i c t  Court ............. 
J u r i s d i c t i o n  ....................... 

County Jus t i ce  Court  ................. 
Ohio-County Court ....................... 

Court of C m o n  Pleas ................ 
Municipal  Court  ...................... 

Puerto Rico--Super ior  Court .............. 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ....................... 

Tennessee--Circui t C o w t  ................. 
Law and Equi ty  Court  ................. 
Chancery Court  ....................... 
General Sessions Court ............... 
Jus t i ce  o f  t he  Peace Court  ........... 

County Court  w i t h  Increased 

Texas--County Court a t  Law. Cons t i t u t i ona l  
County Court. and Probate Court .... 

D i s t r i c t  Court ....................... 
Jus t i ce  o f  t he  Peace Court  ........... 

Washington--Superlor Court  ............... 
Jus t i ces  o f  t he  Peace ................ 
o i s t r i c t  C0YI.t ....................... 

New Jersey--County D i s t r i c t  Court ........ 
*super io r  c o u r t  ....................... 

1.487 
3.414 

370 
849 

30.539 22.991 75% ( 7.548) 322 

2.005 1,427 1.254 2.178 86% 153% 173 5% 127 

5.969 4.837 81% 11.1321 141 

5.573 706 

20,198 20.217 100% 1-19] 115 

3.851 3.582 93% (2691 591 

1.097 5.271 4,699 1.669 89% 32% 572 522 49 

59.429 185.475 179.206 65.698 97% 35% 6.269 11% 1,718 

459 438 439 458 iom 105% -1 -1% 14 

2.486 55 
31 3 7 

4.447 98 

45.368 28.319 27.710 45,977 96% 162% 609 1% 204 

22.469 16.1381 560 

34.482 164.641 163,634 35.489 99% 22% 1.007 31 2.233 

Note: States were inc luded i n  t h i s  t a b l e  on ly  when a t  l e a s t  one c o u r t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  provided data on the number o f  contracts.  States were 
excluded f r o m  t h i s  t a b l e  when the  number o f  con t rac ts  could no t  be segregated from other  c i v i l  act ions i n  any of i t s  courts. Hwever. 
when one s t a t e  cou r t  separated con t rac ts  frm other  c i v i l  act ions,  and it was c l e a r  t h a t  o ther  cou r t s  I n  t h a t  s t a t e  had j u r i s d i c t i o n  
over c i v i l  act ions w i th  monetary damages t h a t  d i d  no t  f a l l  under the  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of a s p e c i f i c  m a l l  c la ims s t ructure.  then the s t a t e  
was categor ized as having incomplete s t a t e  data. 
Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were unava i lab le  o r  l e s s  than 90% c m p l e t e ,  o r  t h a t  t he  ca l cu la t i ons  were inappropr iate.  

= These cou r t s  do no t  use f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  as the u n i t  o f  count. 

i o a t a  are incomplete: 

Check the  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t he  spec i f i c  u n i t  of count. 

Washington--Superior Court--One cour t  l o c a t i o n  d i d  no t  r e p o r t  d i s p o s i t i o n  data f o r  1979. 
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TABLE 21: 
Small claims caseload for trial courts . 1979 . 

! State population . Courts reporting small claims caseload . Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed Number and percent 
change in pending . Filedper 100. 000 population . 

Sta te  As percent  Change i n  F i l e d  (d i s -  

I: 
j 

popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed1 per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Oirposed pending Number Percent p o p u l a t i o n  
. S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End tnd  100.000 

CWPLETE STATE DATA 

Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Alabama.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ................... 
Connecticut.. Super ior  Court  ............... 
Guam.. Super io r  Court  ...................... 
Hawaii.. D f s t r i c t  Court  .................... 
I1 11 no i  s.. C l r c u i  t Court  ................... 
Iowa.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ...................... 
Kansas.. O i s t r i c t  Court  .................... 
Kentucky.. D i s t r i c t  Court  .................. 
Maine.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ..................... 
Missouri.. C i r c u i t  Court  ................... 
New Jersey.. County D i s t r i c t  Court  ......... 
Nor th  Carolina.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ............ 
Oklahoma.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ................... 
Rhode Island.. D i s t r i c t  Court  .............. 
South Dakota.. C i r c u i t  Court  ............... 
Vermont.. O i s t r i c t  Court  ................... 
W i  scansin.. C i  r c u i  t Court  .................. 

' D i s t r i c t  of Columbia.. Super io r  Court  ...... 
Not exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Cal if0rni.a.. STATE TOTAL ................... 
J u r t i c e  Court  ......................... 
Honit'ipal Cour t  ....................... 

Idaho.. STATE TOTAL ........................ 
M&ii%trate's D i v i s i o n  ................. D i p t r t c t  Cour t  ........................ 

Massaohusetts.. STATE TOTM ................ 
@Wet c o u r t  Departuent ............. 
Hru i i .  ng Court  Oep i l r tmnt  .............. 
BL%&n Munic ipa l  Court  Department ..... 

Nebraska.. STATE TOTAL ..................... 
CopRty c o w t  .......................... 
t4EGEiWipal Court  ....................... 

North Dakota.. STATE TOTAL ................. 
&i s d i c t i o n  ........................ CouXty Court  w i t h  Increased 

Co?i?ky J u s t i c e  Cour t  .................. 
Ohio.- STATE TOTM ......................... 

County Court  .......................... 
W n T t i p a l  cou r t  ....................... 

YashLgton.. STATE TOTAL ................... 
dt'. . s t r i c t  . Court  and J u s t i c e s  of the  

Peace ............................... 
*New Ha+ghire.. STATE TOTAL ................ 

*Dt t r i c t  c o u r t  ........................ 
&@fpal c o u r t  ....................... 

2.869 
3.100 

104 
950 

11.423 

2.917 
2.347 
3.644 
1.125 

4. 889 
7.373 
5. 802 
2.970 

957 
689 
506 

4.666 

656 

23. 255 -_ .. 
933 .. 
.. 

5.746 .. .. .. 
1.564 .. .. 

652 

.. .. 
10.799 .. .. 
4.013 

4.013 

91 2 .. .. 

85.330 
86.356 

3.266 2.129 
480 1.370 

48.236 180.486 

15. 265 78.141 
11.875 
28.435 
18.832 

13. 362 
6.743 42. 247 

179.088 
54. 647 78.071 

8.161 
13.014 

1. 710 6. 822 
58 * 4691 

1.953 28. 882 

496.999 

462.927 

3.338 15. 584 
0 3 

3.338 15.581 

34.072 

126.617 
122.163 

1. 920 
2.534 

13.410 
10.694 

2.716 

6.207 

5. 108 
1. 099 

15.701 90.607 
1. 466 12.327 

14.235 78.280 

25.339 

25.339 

26.796 
26.130 

666 

XHCOMPHbE STATE DATA 

Alaska.. D i s t r i c t  Court  .................... 402 6.737 9.529 
g g h r a t e ' s  Court  .................... .. 
&a 0.. County Cour t  .................... 2.849 1.980 12. 242 

C i r c u i t  Court ....................... 5.475 14.078 38.360 
County Court  .......................... .. 20.502 64.686 
smal l  Claims Court  of Marion County ... .. 

.. c o l o r  k. 
Denver Super ior  Cour t  ................. 

Indiana.. Super ior  Court  and 

89. 188 
41 Oi 

1. 015 
1.382 

176. 762 

81 . 372 

21 . 904 
15.647 

11.124 
40.669 

173.730 
74.416 

5. 869 
10. 201 

6.715 
56.1561 

29.043 

371.335 
25.643 

345.692 

14.547 
1 

14.546 

87.552 

648 

10.728 

6. 103 

5. 042 
1. 061 

88.316 
12.357 
75.959 

. 

3311 
4. 380 

468 
47.044 

12.034 

8.321 

58.302 

1.817 

1.792 

4.375 
2 

4.373 

17.992 
1.436 

16.556 

105% 

48% 
101% 
98% 

104% 

77% 
83% 

83% 
96% 
97% 
95% 

72% 
78% 
98% 
9641 

101% 

75% 
75% 
75% 

93% 
33% 
931 

72% 

261 

1001 

96% 

99% 
97% 

97a 
1001 

97% 

(-3.8581 

206% 1.114 
34% -1 2 
26% -1.192 

15% -3.231 

(6.5311 
(3.185) 

(2. 238) 
201 1.578 

5. 358 
74% 3.655 

(2. 2921 
(2.813) 

27% 107 
(2.31 3 I f  

6% -161 

(125.6641 
(8.429) 

1117.235) 

26% 1.037 
67% 2 
26% 1.035 

(34. 611 1 

(1.8861 

1-34] 

(1041 

(661 
(38) 

201 2. 291 
121 -30 
21% 2. 321 

34% 
-3% 
-3% 

-21 % 

23% 

6% 

6% 

-6% 

31 % 

31 % 

151 
-2% 
16% 

. 

8.534 8.386 901 88% 1.649 25% 

11.231 2.991 921 24% 1. 011 51% 

33.972 18.466 893 48% 4.388 31% 
61.416 23.772 95% 37% 3.270 16% 

Michigan.. Comon Pleas Court  of D e t r o i t  ... 9.249 1. 526 2.568 2.247 469 88% 18% .l. 057 -69% 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ........................ .. 6.1061 80.7601 77.5531 9.3131 9621 lBi 3.207i 53%i 
Municipal  Court  ....................... .. 0 10  10  0 100 0 

2.974 
2. 786 
2.047 

144 
1.580 

2.679 
506 
780 

1. 674 

273 
573 

3.087 
2.628 

853 
1. 889 
1.348 
1.253: 

4. 403 

2.137 
147 

1.991 

1.670 
< 1  

1.670 

2. 204 
2.126 

33 
44 

857 
684 
174 

952 

783 
169 

839 
114 
725 

631 

631 

2.938 
2.865 

73 
- 

2.370 

430 

701 
1.181 

28 

< 1  
8731 
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Sta te  As percent Change i n  t i l e d  l d i r -  
popu la t ion  of  f i l e d  pending posed) pe r  

thousands pending F i l e d  Oisposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  I" Begin  End End 100.000 

INC(*IPLETE STATE DATA l c o n ' t )  

New Y o r k - - D i s t r i c t  Court  and City Court  ... 17.634 47,328 46.462 98% (866) 268 
Town and V i l l age  Jus t i ce  Court  ........ 
C i v i l  Court  o f  t he  City o f  New York ... _ _  _ _  

Oregon- -D is t r i c t  Court  .................... 2,578 11.252 46.902 46.570 11.584 9% 25% 332 3% 1.819 
J u s t i c e  Court  ......................... -- 

Pennsylvania--Philadelphia 
Municipal  Court  ..................... 11,874 3.799 28.179 28.001 3.917 99% 14% 118 3% 237 _ _  D i s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  Court  ................ 

Utah--Circcuit Court  ....................... 1.416 15.2511 
J u s t i c e  Court  ......................... -_ 1,0771. 

Note: 

* = These c o u r t s  do n o t  use the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint  as the  u n i t  o f  count. Check the  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  the  u n i t  of count. 

f oa ta  a re  incomplete: 

Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were unava i lab le  o r  l e s s  than 9Oe complete. o r  t h a t  the  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were i nappropr ia te .  

Connect icut--Super ior  Cour t - -0 ispos i t ion  data were unava i lab le  f o r  small c la ims cases n o t  handled by the  Housing Sessions. 
M i c h i g a n - - 0 i s t r i c t  Court--0ata were unava i lab le  from the  c o u r t s  i n  Barry. Ecoise. Kentwood. L i v o n i a  and Newaygo. 
Utah- -C i rcu i t  Court--0ata were unava i lab le  from the  c o u r t  l oca ted  i n  American Fork. 
Y i rcons in - -C i rcu i t  Court--Al l  data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Milwaukee County; however. on l y  contested cases were ava i l ab le  f o r  t he  r e s t  of the  

state.  
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TABLE 22: 
Real property rights caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courls reporling real properly rights caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. filed per 700,000 population. 

s t a t e  As percent Change in F i l e d  ( d i s -  
popu la t ion  of f i l e d  pending posed1 pe r  

 thousands pendlng F f l e d  Oisposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
i n  Begin End End 100,000 

i - S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

COMPLETE STATE DATA 
Exc lus ive  court j u r i s d l c t l o n :  

Alaska--Superior Court  .................... 
Connecticut--Superior Court  ............... 
Guam--Superior Court  ...................... 
I l l i n o l s - - C t r c u i t  Court  ................... 
Kansas-D ls t r i c t  Court  .................... 

402 
3.100 

104 
11.423 

2.347 
789 

2.970 
4,013 

656 

2,849 

_ _  _ _  
950 -- _ _  _ _  

4,223 _ _  -_ 
3.165 _ _  _ _  

771 68 
749 79 

-9 -7% 28 
50 5% 6 

11 7 

_. . 
0 2.434 1.685 749 

124 29 38 115 
1,088 648 638 1.138 

6% 
131% 

98% 

91 % 

100% 

87% 

83% 
9% 

93% 
141% 
272% 

76% 

8% 

108% 
108% 
101% 

31% 
397% 
176% 

73% 

7% 

188% 

113% 
142% 

22% 
111% 

80% 
82% 
58% 

9.779 
<<a Montana-Distr ict  Court  ................... 

Oklahma--Ols t r i c t  Court  .................. 
Uashlngton--Superlor Court  ................ 

... 
84 

748 14% 269 
174 

""- 
5.124 8.000 7.352 5.872 

6.984 3.834' 

* O l s t r l c t  of Columbia--Superior Court  ...... 

N o t  exc lus lve  c o u r t  j u r l s d l c t l o n :  

7,909 102.938 103.429 7.418 -491 -6% 15.692 

Colorado-STATE TOTAL.. .................... 
D l s t r i c t  Court. Denver Super ior  Court  
and Dmver  Probate Court  .............. 

7,287 6.375 

5.153 4.263 
3.995 2.134 2.112 4.017 

(9121 256 

(890) 181 
22 dl% 75 

94 7% 138 
-84 -22% 21 
-79 -89% 5 
257 28% 112 

Water Court  ........................... 
Hauali--STATE TOTAL ....................... 

C l r c u i t  Court ......................... 
Land Co.yrt ............................ 
D i s t r i c t  cou r t  ........................ 

Maryland--STATE TOTAL ..................... 
C i r c u i t  Court ......................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ 

1.387 1.312 1.218 1.481 
374 204 288 290 
R9 46 175 I n  .. .. . _ _  

924 1.062 805 i.iii 

301,150 

297.564 
3.586 3.180 

7,131 
1406) 85 

7.046 

7.405 8.423 9.062 6.766 
6.995 7.794 8.387 6.402 

41 0 629 675 364 

-639 -9% 266 
-593 -9% 246 

-46 -11% 20 

Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL ................... 
SCpP l o r  Court  ........................ 
Ots t r  -,.a+. c t  Court 

t a l  i f h k - - S u p e r i o r  Court  ................ 
Mt&>ial  c o u r t  ....................... 
J b & b  Court  ......................... 

........................ 
INCOMPI$TE'>TATE DATA 

2.0741 1,3011 63%i 

88% 

93% 

87% 
71 % 

77% 

91% 
97%i 

102% 

106% 

113% 
97% 

73% 

101% 
97% 

98% 
96% 

Del aware--Super< o r  Court  .................. 
c&Ft o f  c m o n  Pleas ................. 

F lo r ida - -C i r cu i t  Court  .................... 
cb"u6'tj Court  .......................... 

nasrachusettr--Houslns Court  Department ... 

385 658 

15.949 

579 464 

14.776 

71 % 79 21% 110 

11.173) 168 

6,869 
13.385 9.005 

23.103 

120 
1612 1.148 9% 157 

(6,6201 402 
7.857 14.533 

16,483 
L'anCCourt oepartnient ................. 
D r R i i c t  Court  D e p a r m n t  ............. 
sSbG.~or cour t  o e p a r m n t  ............. 

520 399 (121) 9 

10s. -30,552. -88% 463 
9%' 2.138' 48%1 8301 
8% -30 -24% 14 

1-14) 16 

r iGBn.Uun lc ipa1 cou r t  oepaitntent ..... 
Comn Pleas Court  of O e t r o l t  ... 

O'iiS r ; c t  cou r t  ........................ 
r ( t n i i b a 1  Court  ....................... 
#%%re Court  ......................... 

Hebraski--County Court  .................... 
VVS%iCt c o w t  ........................ 

34,864 42.822 

125 1,263 
4,4261 76.7631' 

38,990 4.312 

1.293 95 
74,6251 6.5641 

252 266 

Supreme Court  and County Court... 
Ne* @i-Court  of t he  City o f  New York ... 

Di istZiCt c o w t  ........................ 
167 

84,428 
188 

82.159 
1-21 I 1 

(2.269) 479 

C ? ( €  O f  Claims ....................... 
T o i d a n d  V i l l a g e  J u s t i c e  Court ........ 

N o r t h ~ D a k o t a - - O i s t r i c t  Court  .............. 
&@y Court  w i t h  Increased 

J u f i s d l c t l o n  ........................ 
Ohio--County Court ........................ 

Municipal  Court ....................... 
c o u r t  o f  Cornon Pleas ................. 
Court  of Claims ....................... 

Pennsylvania--Philadelphia Municlpal  Court. 
P i t t s b u r g h  c i t y  Maglstrates ........... 
D l s t r i c t  Jus t ice  Court  ................ 
Cour t  of Comon Pleas ................. 

702 51 3 I1891 108 

373 2,741 
14.536 54.659 

2.772 342 
52.753 16.442 

12% -31 -8% 25 
30% 1.906 13% 506 

780 18,782 
2.119 

18,350 1.212 
2.038 

7% 432 55% 158 
(81) 18 
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s t a t e  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  i d i s -  
popu la t ion  of f i l e d  pending posed) per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent papu la t ion  
S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100,000 

INCOMPLEl€ STATE DATA I c o n ' t )  

Tennessee--Circuit Court  .................. 4,533 
Law and Equ i ty  Court .................. 
Chancery Court  ........................ _ _  
General Sessions Court  ................ -- 
J u s t i c e  of the  Peace Court  ............ -_ 

_ _  71 1 
110 

2,025 

16 
2 

45 

................ Texas-County Court a t  Law 13,887 1.641 546 470 1,717 86% 314% 76 5% 4 
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ _ _  

U t a h - - D i s t r i c t  Court ...................... 1.416 81 6 
C i r c u i t  Court ......................... -- 

................... V i r g i n i a - - C i r c u i t  Court  5,325 1.076 972 90% 1104) 20 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ........................ _. 

*New Hampshire--Distr ict  Court  ............. 91 2 2.123 233 ....................... 18 2 Municipal  Court  _ _  
Super io r  Court  ........................ _ _  

N e w  Jersey--County D i s t r i c t  Court ......... 7.373 4.151 106,661 102,868 7,944 96% 7% 3.793 91% 1,441 
'Superior Court ........................ _ _  

Note: - These cou r t s  do n o t  use f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint  as the  u n i t  o f  count. Check the  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t he  spec i f i c  u n i t  of 

Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were Unavai lable o r  less than 90% complete, o r  t h a t  the  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr iate.  

count. 

iDa ta  are  incomplete: 
Ca l i fo rn ia - -Super io r  Court--One c o u r t  reported data f o r  only t he  f i r s t  s i x  months o f  t he  repo r t i ng  per iod.  
M i c h i g a n - - 0 i s t r i c t  Court--Data are unava i lab le  from cour t s  i n  Ea r l y ,  Ecoise. Kentwood. L fvon la  and Neraygo. 
Uashington--Superior Court--Incomplete data Were repor ted  f o r  on l y  one c o u r t  loca t ion .  
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TABLE 23: ......... 

Domestic relations caseload for trial courts. 1979 . 
State population . Courts reporting domestic relations caseload . Disposed and end pending as a eercent of filed . Number and 
percent change in pending . Filedper 100. 000 population . 

p o i i i i t i o n  
S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

. 
CWLETE STATE TDTALS 

s ta te  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  I d i s -  
o f  f i l e d  pending posed1 per 

Begin End End 100.000 
pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Nmber Percent popu la t ion  

Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Alabama.. C i r c u i t  Court  .................... 
Alaska.. Super io r  Court  .................... 
F1 o r i  da.. C i  r c u i  t Court  .................... 
Georgia.. Super io r  Court  ................... 
Guam.. Super io r  Court  ...................... 
Hawaii.. C i r c u i t  Court  ..................... 
Idaho.. DISTRICT COURT TOTAL ............... 

D i s t r i c t  D i v i s i o n  ..................... 
M a g i s t r a t e ' s  D i v i s i o n  ................. 

Il l inois. .  C i r c u i t  Court  ................... 
Iowa.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ...................... 
Kansas.. D i s t r i c t  Court  .................... 
Kentucky-Circui t  Court  ................... 
Maryland.. C i r c u i t  Court  ................... 
Montana.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ................... 
New Mexico.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ................ 
Nor th  Carolina.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ............ 
Nor th  Dakota-D is t r i c t  Court  .............. 
Ohio.. Court  o f  Comon Pleas ............... 
Oklahoma.. D i s t r i c t  Court  .................. 
Pennsylvania.. Court  o f  Common Pleas ....... 
South Dakota-Clrcui t  Court  ............... 
Texas.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ..................... 
Utah.. D i s t r i c t  Court ...................... 
Washington.. Super ior  Court ................ 
West Virginia.. C i r c u i t  Court  .............. 
Wisconsin.. t i m u i t  Court  .................. 

' D i s t r i c t  of Columbia.. Super ior  Court  ...... 
Not exc lus ive  cou r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Arkansas-STATE TOTAL ..................... 
Chancery and Probate Court  ............ 

Colorado-STATE COURT ..................... 
Juveni le Court  ...................... 

codnty cou r t  .......................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court  and Denver 

Connecticut.. STATE TOTAL .................. 
SupeFior cou r t  ........................ 
PioBate Court ......................... 

Delaware-STATE TOTAL ..................... 
S u p q i o r  Court  ........................ 
Family Court  .......................... 

Oregon-STATE TOTAL ....................... 
C i E C Y i t  cou r t  ......................... 
county c o w t  .......................... 

Puerto Rim.. STATE TOTAL .................. 
S.hperior Court  ........................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court  ........................ 

Vermont-STATE TOTAL ...................... 
super io r  C O W t  ........................ 
D l s t r i c t  Court  ........................ 
Probate Court  ......................... 

Virginia.. STRTE TOTAL ..................... 
C i r c u i t  Court ......................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ 

New Jersey-STATE TOTAL ................... 
*%per lo r  C o ~ r r  ICnancery O i v l s i o n l  .... 
Juven i le  and Domestic Re la t ions  Court  .. 

. .  
i n  

thousands 

2. 869 
402 

9.471 
5.391 

104 
950 
933 _ _  _- 

11.423 
2.917 
2.347 
3.644 

4.223 
789 

1. 281 
5.802 

652 
10.799 

2.970 
11 3 7 4  

689 
13.887 

1. 416 
4. 013 
1. 939 
4.666 

656 

2.269 ._ 
.. 

2.849 

._ 

3.100 _. -- 
599 .. .. 

2.578 .. 
.. 

3.165 .. .. 
506 _ _  -. .. 

5. 325 _ _  _- 
7.373 _- .. 

46. 809 
5. 970 

79. 497 
43. 956 61. 016 

48.832 

71.976 
56. 508 44. 222 

725 955 526 1.154 

7.007 14.224 13.107 8. 124 
1.674 2.059 2. 066 1.667 
5. 333 12. 165 11. 041 6.457 

i 0 . 3 6 d  14. 4671 12. 9 2 i j  11.9061 

71.097 104.375 
948 

9. 3751 26. 882 
33.183 

44.369 .... 
2. 291 9. 487 
6. 691 18.236 

54. 063 

104. 333 65.710 
762 

29.828 
24.227i i o . o i i i  

36.646 ...... 
7.877 3. 901 

17.452 7.249 
52.601 

4. 870 4.537 
26. 96Ei 97.776 98. 078 26. 8131 
23.851 41.359 38.393 26.817 
29.010 118. 404 112.915 33. 632 

3.752 
97. 424 160. 585 

10.746 
46. 238 

278 1. 308 
36.527 

8. 305 7. 877 

30. 420 
15. 819 28.534 

1.886 

47.840 

47.840 

20. 020 
14.032 17.275 

2.745 

15. 079 
185 304 

14.775 

28. 978 
13. 1711 28. 967 

11 

15.227 34. 280 
14.958 30. 707 

269 3.573 

3. 013 5.216 
2.714 3.288 

172 71 7 
127 1. 211 

88. 503 

55.251 
33.252 

108.346 

7.035 80.878 
7.9781 27.468 

156.240 101. 769 

34.0281 

28.907 
1. 264 322 

7.105 9.077 

26. 8051 15. 8331 

43.604 

43.604 

18.948 12.359 

308 181 

36. 206 13. 301 
32.731 12. 934 

3. 475 367 

5.097 3. 132 
3.144 2.858 

785 104 
1. 168 170 

80. 618 
31.155 
49.463 

28. 1021 7. 3121 
80.619 7.294 

104% 

91 % 
93% 

55% 

92% 
100% 

91 % 

1 om 
80% 

90% 

83% 
83% 
96% 
97% 

93% 
I om 
92% 
95% 

89% 

97% 

97% 
79% 

90% 

91 % 

91 % 

110% 

101% 

106% 
107% 

97% 

98% 
96% 

109% 
96% 

91% 
94% 
90% 

1005 

72% 

121% 
82% 
57% 
81 % 
53% 

6% 

41% 
40% 

64% . 28% 

2 5% 

115% 

72% 

60% 

39% 
4 a  
1oI 

60% 
87% 
15% 
14% 

9% 

(-2.0231 

(7.521) 
266 1% 

429 59% 
1.546i 15% 
1.117 16% 

-7 -1% 
1.124 21% 

-5.387 -8% 
(1861 
6361 ai 

(3.355) 

(7.7231 

(1.4621 

1.610 70% 
558 8% 

(333) 
(-302) 
2.966 12% 
4.622 16% 

14.3451 4% 

44 16% 
(7. 620) 

772 9% 

14.236) 

(4.2361 

-1.673 -12% 

-4 -a 

.l. 926 -13% 
-2.024 -14% 

98 36% 

119 4% 
144 5% 
-68 -40% 

43 34% 

-666i -814 
259 4% 

1. 632 
1.485 

839 
1.132 

918 
1. 5 2 9  
1.525 

221 
1. 304 

914 
33 

1. 145 
911 

1. 051 
1.202 
1. 424 

932 

747 
905 

1. 392 
997 

545 
1. 156 

759 
1.152 

67 
783 

1. 201 

1.341 
1.258 

83 

1.679 

1. 679 

646 
557 
89 

2.517 
51 

2. 467 

1.124 
1.124 

1 

1.083 
970 
113 

1.031 
650 
142 
239 

1.662 
625 

1.038 

1.469 
373 

1. 097 
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Sta te  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  I d i s -  
popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed) pe r  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100,000 

INCOHPLETE STATE DATA 

Arizona-Superior Court  ................... 
Cal i fo rn ia - -Super io r  Court  ................ 
Indiana-Superior Court  and C i r c u i t  Court.. 

Probate Court  ......................... 
Maine--Superior Court  ..................... 

D i s t r i c t  Court  ........................ 
Probate Court  ......................... 

Massachusetts--Probate and Family Court  
OeDartment .............................. 

Super io r  Court  Department ............. 
O i s t r i c t  Court  Department ............. 
Boston Municipal  Court  Department ..... 

Mich igan- -C i rcu i t  Court  ................... 
Probate Court  ......................... 

Nebraska--Distr ict  Court  ................... 
County Court  .......................... 
Separate J u v e n i l e  Court  ............... 

New York--Suprem Court  ................... 
Family Court  .......................... 
Surrogate 's  Court  ..................... 

nhode Island--Family Court  ................ 
Probate Court  ......................... 

Tennessee--Circuit Court  .................. 
Law and Equ i t y  Court  ....... i .......... 
Chancery Court  ........................ 
General Sessions Court  ................ 
T r i a l  J u s t i c e  Court  ................... 

'New Hampshire--Superior Court  ............. 
*Probate Court  ......................... 

2.639 
23.255 

5.475 

1,125 

_ _  
_ _  -- 

5.746 -_ -- 
9,249 

1,564 

17.634 

-- 
_ _  -- 
_ _  _ _  

957 

4,533 
_ _  
_ _  _ _  _ _  -_  

91 2 _ _  

23.709f 

54.456 

43,673! 
175.746' 

77,103 

43.1591 
149.31 21 

77.283 

24.2231 

53.736 

1.534 1,800 1.649 1.685 

33.063 

4.374 2.328 
241 241 

51,8391 iz8.166i 126,857i 53.1483 

1.211 1.219 

32,055 271,2151 269,307i 31,8551 

13,792 12.991 

3.511 10.259. 9.948 3.822 

3.197 

5.817 

27.883 
2,677 

19.749 

98%i 
8 5 d  

1 om 

92% 

5 3% 
1 om 
9941 

94% 
101% 

97% 
gg%i 

12.161 
2.787 

70% 

94a 

41%i 

371 
1%' 

55Zi 5141 ai 1.65d 
126.434)f 7 5 d  

-720 -1% 1.408 

151 10% 160 

575 

12.046) 76 
4 

1,30gi 3%i 1.386' 

1801) 882 
1-81 77 

311 9% 58 

118) 
11.9M))i 1.5381 

608 

61 4 
59 

436 

11,333) 
306 

la te :  A l l  ava i l ab le  data t h a t  a re  a t  l e a s t  90% complete a re  entered i n  the  Table. Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were unava i lab le  
o r  less than 90% complete. o r  t h a t  t he  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr iate.  - = These m w t s  do n o t  use f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint  as the  u n i t  of count. Check the  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  the  s p e c i f i c  u n i t  of 

'Data are incomplete: 

C 0 Y " t .  

Arizona--Superior Court-Data do n o t  i nc lude  adopt ion cases from Maricopa County. 
Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court-Disposed and end-pending t o t a l s  do n o t  i nc lude  adopt ion cases. 
Ca l i fo rn ia - -Super io r  Court--One Court  repor ted  data f o r  Only the  f i r s t  s i x  months o f  the  r e p o r t i n g  per iod.  
Kansas- -D is t r i c t  Court--Pending and disposed f i gu res  do n o t  i nc lude  adopt ion cases. 
Mich igan-C i rcu i t  Court--Caseload data were unava i lab le  f o r  Arenac. Jackson o r  Mason Counties. 
New Jersey-Superior Court--Pending and disposed f igures  do n o t  i nc lude  contested adopt ion cases. 
New York--Family Court-Filed. disposed and end-pending f i gu res  do n o t  inc lude case a c t i v i t y  i n  Queens County du r ing  December. 
Ohio--Court o f  C a m n  Pleas--Pending data were n o t  repor ted  f o r  a l l  c i v i l  categor ies.  
Oregon--Circui t  Court-Pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  do n o t  i nc lude  adopt ion cases. 
Washington--Superior Court:-Incomplete d i s p o s i t i o n  data were repor ted  f o r  one c o u r t  I K a t i o n .  

Hawai i - -Circui t  Court--Dmest ic r e l a t i o n s  inc ludes  a l l  mental hea l th  cases. 
Explanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  the  category:  
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TABLE 24: ~~ ~~ 

Estate caseload for trial courts. 1979 . 
State population . Courts reporting estate caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed Number and percent change 
in pending . Filed per 100. 000 population . 

popu la t ion  

thousands 
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  

S ta te  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  ( d i s -  
of f i l e d  pending posed) per 

pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
Begin End End 100. 000 

CMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Alaska.. Super io r  Court  .................... 
Arizona.. Super io r  Court  ................... 
Arkansas.. Chancery and Probate Court  ...... 
Connecticut.. Probate Court  ................ 
Delaware.. Court  o f  Chancery ............... 
Florida.. C i r c u i t  Court  .................... 
Guam.. Super ior  Court  ...................... 
Hawaii.. C i r c u i  t Court  ..................... 
Idaho.. D i s t r i c t  Court To ta l  ............... 

O i s t r i c t  Court  D i v i s i o n  ............... 
Ill inois.. C i r c u i t  Court  ................... M a g i s t r a t e ' s  D i v i s i o n  ................. 
Iowa.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ...................... 
Kansas.. D i s t r i c t  Court  .................... 
Massachusetts.. Probate and Family Court  

Department .............................. 
M i s s o u r i - S i r c u i t  c m r t  ................... 
Montana.. D t s t r i c t  Court  ................... 
Nebraska.. County Court  .................... 
Nor th  Carolina.. Super io r  Court  ............ 
Ohio.. Court  o f  Comnon Pleas ............... 
Oklanoma.. O i s t r i c t  Court  .................. 
Pennsylvanlb-Codrt o f  Conmon Pleas ....... 
South Dibta.. C i r c u i t  C m r t  ............... 
Utah.. D t s t r i c t  Court  ...................... 
Vennont.%&bate Court  .................... 
nasf iY iW&-Super io r  Court  ................ 
U y m W g - ? o i k t r i c t  Court  ................... U f S Y O q -  .nr. C i r c u i t  Court  .................. 

*Distr i .ct  . of Columbia.. Super io r  Court  ...... 
*New %$?hire.. Probate Court  .............. 

Not excl'usive cour t  j u r l s d i c t i o n :  

C O l O  TATE TOTAL ..................... 
t Court  and Denver 
t e  Court  ....................... 

I n d i  ATE TOTAL ...................... 
l o r  Court  and C i r c u i t  Court 
t e  Court  ......................... 

Nor t  a.. STATE TOTAL ................. 
t Court  ........................ 
Court  w i t h  Increased 
i c t i o n  ......................... 
Probate Court  .................. 

Oreg TE TOTAL ....................... 
Court  ......................... 

t c o w t  ........................ 
Court  .......................... 

...... 

402 
2. 639 
2.269 
3.100 

599 
9.471 

104 
950 

933 _ _  .. 
11.423 

2. 917 

2.347 

5.746 
4.889 

789 
1. 564 

5. 802 
10.799 

2.970 
11. 874 

689 

1.416 
506 

4.013 
4.666 

432 

656 
91 2 

2.849 

2. &19 
5.475 ._ ._ 

652 _- 
.- -- 

2.578 _ _  
-. 
._ 

908 
28. 658 8.146 

7.368 
42.437 

7.163 2.240 
42.843 

927 174 
7.450 1.817 

4. 602 3. 982 
14 4 

4.588 3.978 
89.516 32.530 

23.479 

11.625 

55.325 
12.436 

5.044 3.337 
10. 940 

47.012 32.926 
70. 5331 76. 631 
15.973 14. 023 

1.466 19.787 
4. 602 

3.496 3.464 
10.500f 3 .  039 

13.536 
42.406 

2.190 

3. 380 2.563 
12. 997 

7. 601 

7.601 
81. 746 26.167 
72.584 21.074 

9.162 5. 093 

3.680 
38 

2.050 
3.495 1.592 

15.580 6. 873 
15.127 6.669 

77 62 
376 142 

11.315 25.489 

2.084 7.319 
40;499 

24 1.077 
1.535 7.732 

3.963 4.621 
6 12 

3.957 4.609 
35.113 86.933 
20.640 

9.652 

10. 751 

11.343 

31. 378 48.560 
76. 827 69. 0211 
12.148 17.848 
19. 723 1.469 

2. 766 5.615 

2. 650 4. 311 
2.538 11.101i 
8.149 

40.924 

2.324 3.619 

10.332 

10.332 
24.774 83.139 
19. 909 73.749 
4.865 9.390 

2.864 
14 

1.566 
1.284 3. 803 
6.894 15.561 
6.702 15.096 

55 84 
137 381 

139% 

95% 
95% 
14% 
84% 

1 om 
150% 

99% 
108% 
88% 

83% 

86% 
83% 

104% 

95% 
100% 
86% 

1 OM 

77% 
84% 
605, 
97% 

91% 

136% 

136% 
95% 
94% 
96% 

76% 
37% 

76% 
81% 

1 OM 
1 OM 
89% 
96% 

31 5% 

327% 

61 9% 
426% 

116% 
300% 
116% 
267% 

168% 

147% 

127% 
7% 

124% 

141% 

31 8% 
35m 
184% 

239% 
226% 
226% 
135% 
268% 

-3.169 -11% 

156 2% 

150 16% 
282 4% 

(2.344 I 

19 C l %  
-2 -14% 
21 4 1 %  

4. 583 -3% 
(2.  839) 

(1.9731 

(1.6851 

(-403) 
571 11% 

1.548 3% 
1-196) 
1.875 11% 

3 <I% 

815 23% 
1501) 

15. 387) 
(1.482) 

239 7% 

(-2.731) 

(-2.731 I 
1.393 2% 
1.165 2% 

228 2% 

(816) 
(24) 

( 484 ) 
308 9% 
-19 -1% 
-31 -1% 

7 9 %  
5 1% 

226 
309 
325 

I. 369 

374 
452 
167 
191 

427 
dl 
426 
285 
805 

495 

963 
254 
423 
700 

568 
710 
472 
161 
668 

245 
601 
337 
909 
507 

391 
1.425 

267 

267 
478 
385 

93 

564 
6 

314 
244 
267 
259 

2 
6 

INCWPWTE STATE DATA 

Ca l i fo rn ia -Super io r  Cour t  ................ 23. 255 
Kentucky-D is t r i c t  Court  .................. 3. 644 

C i r c u i t  Cour t  _- ......................... 
62.8261 60. 8831 
30. 579 17.940 

9751 
59% 

11.943li 
(12.6391 

Maryland.. C i r c u i t  Cour t  ................... 4.223 595 566 95% 1291 

New Vork.. Family Court .................... 17.634 243 5931 6431 1931 108%f 33%1 (-5O)i  
Orphan's Cour t  .. ........................ 
Surrogates'  Court  ..................... .. 72.913 

2701 
839 

14 

31 
(414) 
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S t a t e  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  l d i s -  
popu la t ion  of f i l e d  pending posed) pe r  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100,000 

INCWPLETE STATE DATA I c o n ' t )  

Tennessee--Law and Equi ty Court  ........... 4.533 
Chancery Court  ........................ _ _  
C i r c u i t  Court  ......................... _ _  
Probate Court  ......................... 
County Court  _ _  
Cons t i t u t i ona l  County Court, and 

Probate Court  ....................... 13.887 
D i s t r i c t  C O Y r t  _ _  

_ _  .......................... 
Texas--County Court a t  Law. 

........................ 
Minnesota--County Court* ................... 4,038 

D i s t r i c t  cour t -  _ _  
Probate Court  .......................... ........................ _ _  

New Jersey-Superior Court* ................ 7.373 -- Surrogate's Court  ...................... 

178 
1,406 

104 

62.787 

10,SOJi 9.2961 15.028 11.211)i 
242 303 490 125% 2024 1-61) 

4,417 3,484 8.486 J9% 192% 19331 
953 

4 
31 

2 

452 

2601 
6 

109 
13 

~ 

Note: 

= These cou r t s  do n o t  use the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint  as the  u n i t  of count. Check the  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  the  spec i f i c  u n i t  

i o a t a  are incomplete: 

Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were unava i lab le  or l e s s  than gQ% complete, o r  t h a t  t he  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr ia te .  

of count. 

Ca l i fo rn ia - -Super io r  Court--One court repor ted  data for on ly  the  f i r s t  s i x  months of t he  repo r t i ng  period. 
New York--Family Court-Filed. disposed and end-pending f igures  do n o t  inc lude data from Queens County dur ing  December. 
Ohio--Court of Comnon Pleas--Pending data were n o t  ava i l ab le  for a l l  c l v l l  categor ies.  
Yemnt - -Probate  Court--Pending data do n o t  i nc lude  hear ings f o r  cases comnenced p r i o r  t o  January 1, 1970. 
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TABLE 25: 
Mental health caseload for trial courts. 1979 . 
State population . Courts reporting mental health caseload . Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed . Number and percent 
change in pending . Filed per 100. 000 population . 

s t a t e  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  l d i s -  
popu la t ion  of f i l e d  pending posed1 per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Nlrmber Percent popu la t ion  
S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100. 000 

CWPLETE STATE DATA 

Eac lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Alaska.. Super ior  Court  .................... 
Arizona.. Super ior  Court  ................... 
Arkansas.. Chancery ana Probate Court  ...... 
California.. S w e r i o r  Court  ................ 
Del aware-supe‘rior Court  .................. 
Florida.. C i r c u i t  Court  .................... 
Ill lnois.. C i r c u i t  Court  ................... 
Kansas.. D i s t r i c t  Court  .................... 
Kentucky.. C i r c u i t  Court  ................... 
Montana.. D i s t r i c t  Court  ................... 
New Hampshire.. Probate Court  .............. 
Ohio.. Court  o f  C m o n  Pleas ............... 
Oklahoma.. D i s t r i c t  Court  .................. 
Pennsylvania.. Court  of Conmon Pleas ....... 
South Dakota.. C i r c u i t  Court  ............... 
Utah.. D i s t r i c t  Court ...................... 
Yarhington.. Super ior  Court  ................ 
West Virginia.. C i  r c u i  t Court  .............. 

‘ D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia.. Super ior  Court  ...... 
Mot exc lus ive  cou r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Colorado.. STATE TOTAL ..................... 
and Denver Juven i le  Court  ............ D i s t r i c t  Court . Denver Probate Court  

Connectisqt.. STATE TOTAL .................. 
Court  ........................ 
o u r t  ......................... 

s-. STATE TOTAL ................ 
Court  Depar t ren t  ............. 

un ic ipa l  Court  Department ..... 
E TOTAL ....................... 
C O W t  ......................... 
o u r t  ........................... 
E TOTAL ...................... 

t cour t  ........................ 
Court  ......................... 

Minnesota.. STATE TOTAL .................... 
County Court* ......................... 
Pmbate Court’ ........................ 

402 
2.639 
2.269 

23.255 
599 104 

9. 471 

2.347 
3.644 

11. 423 1.525 

789 94 

91 2 
10. 799 

2.970 829 
11.874 597 

689 
1.416 
4. 013 
1.939 373 

656 67 

2.849 1.268 

2.849 1. 268 
3.100 
.. 69 .. 

5.746 .. 
.. 

2.578 .. 
.. 

506 52 .. 51 
1 .. 

4.038 .. .. 

31 5 

1.086 
3.5581 3. 5101 

674 650 

1. 061 

13.570 12.779 
9. 243 9. 386 
2.519 

41 1 
2. i 8 i j  

164 
8. 609 
2.708 
7. 914 

61 6 
908 

4.386 
2.311 

877 

3.043 

3.043 
1.722 

202 
1.520 

2. 651 
2.616 

35 
3.738 
3.736 

2 
579 
579 

0 

2.851 
1.889 

962 

2. 5 4 d  
282 

8.436 
2.676 
8.024 

957 
1.436 
2.276 

826 

3.031 

3.031 

197 

2. 304 
2.269 

35 

497 
497 

0 

2.509 
1. 442 
1. 067 

128 

1.916 

223 

861 
300 

408 

118 

1. 280 

1.280 

74 

134 
133 

1 

692 
245 
447 

99Pi 
96% 

94% 
102% 

11 7%J 
69% 

96% 
98% 

101% 

105% 
33% 
98% 

94% 

100% 

100% 

98% 

87% 
87% 

100% 

86% 
86% 

88% 
76% 

111% 

78 
1401 

(4811 :;i 
19% 24 23% 113 

1791) 143 
21 % 391 26% 81 

107 
1-3631j 6d 

54% 129 137% 52 

(173) 
31 % 32 
4% -297 

(-49) 
12. 950) 

16% 35 

13% 51 

42% 12 

42% 12  

37% 5 

(347) 
13471 
I 0) 

23% 82 
23% 82 

0 

24% 13421 
13% 1447) 
46% 1-1051 

18 
80 

3% 91 
-50% 67 

89 
64 

109 
9% 119 

76% 134 

1% 107 

1% 107 
56 

7% 7 
49 

46 
46 
1 

145 
145 

1 
156% 114 
161% 114 

71 
47 
24 

INCOWLFE STATE DATA 

.................... (-2411 New YorX.. Family Court  17.634 24 74 311 of 4 4 3 d  
North Oakota.. County Court  w i t h  Increased 

J u r i s d i c t i o n  ........................ 652 .................. 42 County J u s t i c e  Court  _- 
Tennessee.. C i l r u i t  Court  .................. 4. 

CAancery Court  ........................ 
Law and Equ i ty  Court  .................. 
county cou r t  .......................... 
PStiate Court  ......................... 

. 533 .. .. .. .. 

376 
51 8 
46 

li 

(6) 

8 
11 
1 

Note: Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were unava i lab le  or l e s s  than 90% C m p l e t e  . o r  t h a t  the  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were i nappropr ia te  . 
f = These cou r t s  do n o t  use the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or compla ln t  as the  u n i t  o f  count . Check the  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  t o  I d e n t i f y  the  spec i f i c  u n i t  

O f  count . 
iData  are  incomplete: 

California.. Super ior  Court.. One c o u r t  repor ted  da ta  f o r  on l y  the  f i r s t  s l x  months of t he  r e p o r t i n g  pe r iod  . 
New York-Family Court..Filed . dlsposed and end-pending f igures  do n o t  inc lude case a c t i v i t y  i n  Queens County du r ing  December . 

Kentucky-Circui t  Court--Figures Inc lude  competency hear ings . JExplanat ion o f  data inc luded I n  the  category:  



TABLE 26: 
Civil appeals caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

a7 

State po&tion. Courts reporting civil appeals caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

Sta te  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  I d i s -  
popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed) pe r  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100,000 

CWPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Excl  u r i v e  c o u r t  j u r i  r d i c t i o n :  

Delaware-Superior coUrta ............... 599 394 216 225 385 104% 178% -9 -2% 36 
Kansas- -D is t r i c t  Courta 2,347 188 8 ................. ................ Kentucky- -C i rcu i t  Courta 3.644 1,135 1,009 89% (126) 31 

Mary land- -C i rcu i t  Court' ................ 4.223 2.735 2.610 95% ( 1 2 5 )  65 
Nor th  Dakota- -D is t r i c t  Courta ........... 652 159 134 84% (253 24 
vennont--superior COUrta ................ 506 3683 33d 327' 3 7 d  97%' 112%' 11  3%' 6 7' 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .  

F l o r i d a - C i r c u i t  Courtb ............ .... 9.471 
U t a h - - D i s t r i c t  Courtb ................... 1,416 
V i r g i  n i  a - - t i  r c u i  t t o u r +  ................ 5.325 
Washington-Superior Courtb ............. 4,013 

734 471 
229 93 

2.538 1.943 
1,760 603' 

65% 
41% 
77% 

8 
16 
48 
44 

I I l i n o i s - - C i r c u i t  cour tc  11,423 136.074 93.591 82,299 147.172 86% 1.57% 11,098 ................ 
* D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia--Superior CourtC .. 656 640 447 543 544 121% 122% -96 

Not exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

.................. Colorado-STATE TOTALa 2.849 648 61 3 95% (35 )  

Super io r  Court" 2.849 648 61 3 95% 135) 
O i r t r i c t  Court  and Denver ................... 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL' ................. 4,533 
C i r c u i t  Cow+ ...................... 
Law and Equ i t y  Courta ............... 
Chancery Courta ..................... -- 

-_ _ _  
11,995 
8.377 

336 
3.282 

8% 

-1 5% 

Hawaii-STATE TOTALC .................... 950 301 76 92 285 121% 375% -16 -5% 
D i s t r i c t  CourtC ..................... _ _  260 17 19  258 112% 1.516% -2 -1% 
Tax Appeal CourtC ................... _- 41 59 73 27' 124% 46% -14 -34% 

Ohio--STATE TOTALC ...................... 10,799 3,855 4,714 4.299 4.400 91% 93% 545 14% 
Court  o f  Comon Pleas= .............. -- 2.554 2.763 2.385 2.932 86% 106% 378 15% 
Court  o f  ClaimsC .................... _ _  1.301 1.951 1,914 1.468 98% 75% 167 13% 

Oklahoma--STATE TOTALC .................. 2.970 .12.918 
D i s t r i c t  covr tc  ..................... -- 509 1,092 1.052 549 96% 504 40 7% 
Court  of Bank ReviewC ............... _ _  11 5 9 1 180% 20% -10 -91% 
Court  o f  Tax ReviewC ................ _- 0 6 6 0 lo rn  0 

t uo rke rs '  Compensation Courtc ........ _ _  11.851 

81 9 

68 

23 

23 

265 
185 

7 
72 

. - _ _ -  
8 
2 
6 

44 
26 
18 

(434) 
36 

< 1  
C1 

(3991 

INCWPLETE STATE mias 

Alaska--Superior cOUrta ................. 
Cal i f o r n i a - - S u p e r i o r  Courta ............. 
I d a h o - - D i s t r i c t  Courta .................. 
Maine--Superior Courta .................. 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  CourtC ............... 
Marsachusetts--Boston Municipal  Court 

oepartmentb ........................... 
super io r  Court  Oepartmentb .......... 
D i s t r i c t  Court  Departmentb .......... 

Michigan--CI r c v i  t Courta ................ 
Court  o f  ClairnsC .................... 

Montana- -D is t r i c t  Caurta ................ 
Nebraska--WOrkmens Compensation C O U r t C  . . 

01 s t r i c t  Courta ..................... 
N ~ W  York--County coUrta ................. 

Court  of Claimsc .................... 
Oregon--Tax CourtC ...................... 

C i r c u i t  Court= ...................... 

402 196 
23.255 12.064i 11.622i 96%' (442)' 

933 231 275 276 236 100% 86% -1 
1.125 169 252 242 179 96% 71 % IO _ _  355 375 106% 1-20) 

5.746 39 _ _  _ _  
9.249 1 ,000~ 1.098i _ _  740 382 

789 398 

1.564 130 534 -- 
17,634 5,999 _ _  

2,578 124 112 _- 

IO 26% 129) 

1,061' 1.O3li 97Pi 94%' 37' 
481 641 126% 168% -99 

51 1 153 96% 29% 23 

5,150 86% (8491 

134 102 1 2 o I  91% -22 

1 

4%i 121 
-1 3% 4 

50 

16% 34 

34 

-1 6% 4 

(cont inued on next  pagel 
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TABLE 26: 
Civil appeals caseload for trial courts, 1979. (continued) 

Sta te  As percent 
popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending 
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 

Change i n  F i l e d  ( d i s -  
pending posed) per 

Number Percent popu la t ion  
100.000 

1 INCWLETE STATE TOTALS i c o n ' t )  

Puerto Rico--Superior Courta ............ 3,165 169 138 146 151 106% 117% 
D i s t r i c t  CourtC ..................... -- 3 8 7 4 88% 50% 

Texas- -D is t r i c t  Court' .................. 13.887 70,657 28.708 26,950 72.414 94% 2 5 8  
Cons t i t u t i ona l  County C o d  ........ 
county Court  a t  L a d  ................ 

Yest Yirginia--Ci  m u i  t Courta ........... 1.939 32 1.446 1.372 106 95% 7% 

_ _  _- 
74 231% 75 

- 
Note: - These cou r t s  do n o t  use the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint  as the  u n i t  of count. 

a - T r i a l  cou r t s  t h a t  have appe l l a te  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over judgments o f  o t h e r  cour ts  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agencies. 

b I T r i a l  cou r t s  t h a t  have appe l l a te  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over on l y  the  judgments of o ther  courts.  
c - T r i a l  cou r t s  t h a t  have appe l l a te  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over on l y  the  dec is ions  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agencies. 

i o a t a  are incomplete: 

Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were unava i lab le  o r  l e s s  than 90% complete. or t h a t  the  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr iate.  

Check the  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  the  s p e c i f i c  u n i t  

Courts w i t h  t h i s  foo tno te  under 

o f  count. 

incornfilere s t a t e  data may have repor ted  e i t h e r  appeals from o t h e r  c o w t s '  judgments. or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agencies. b u t  no t  bath. 

Cal i fosnia--Super ior  Court--One cou r t  repor ted  data f o r  only t h e  f i r s t  s i x  months o f  the  repo r t i ng  period. 
Mich igan- -C i rcu i t  C o u r t - d a t a  were unava i lab le  f o r  Arenac, Jackson and Mason Counties. 
Yarhington--Superior Court--Incomplete data were rece ived from one loca t i on .  

j E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  data inc luded i n  the  category:  
Vermont--Superior Couvt--Data i nc lude  c r i m i n a l  appeals as re11 as some habeas corpus and pos tconv ic t ion  remedy cases. 
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TABLE 27: Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. 

t 

Var ia t ions i n  cour t  organization and subject 
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Subject matter j u r i s d i c t i o n s  are v i s u a l l y  
qu i te  apparent i n  Tables 27 and 38, where the "+" 
symbols under the heading "Case type" ind ica te  
what case types were reported f o r  each piece of 
t r i a l  data. These breakdowns were made t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  comparative analysis among cour ts  and 
case types. 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  are included. 

Sources o f  data: 

p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix 8. 

Both general j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  

These are found i n  the ind iv idua l  cour t  

Variat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  and d e f i n i t i o n s :  

Both the case categories and the data 
c l a s s i f i e d  i n  each case category vary from s ta te  
t o  state. 
been added t o  the CSIM case types on Table 27 i n  
order t o  accomnodate those s tates t h a t  have 
reported t r i a l  data f o r  cases they c l a s s i f y  as 
"law" and "equity." Overlap e x i s t s  between these 
categories and the C S l M  case types, which focus on 
subject-matter r a t h e r  than on the remedy sought. 

The categories "law" and "equi ty"  have 

Variat ions i n  counting both cases and t r i a l s :  

Each o f  these tab les has numerical 
superscripts by each cour t  name, i n d i c a t i n g  how 
t h a t  cour t  counts cases. Caseload cannot be 
compared among cour ts  t h a t  do not  count cases i n  
the same way. 

The d e f i n i t i o n s  used by each cour t  t o  count 
t r i a l s  are ind icated i n  the t h i r d  column i n  Tables 
27 and 38, the second column i n  Table 42. 
Comparisons can be made between cour ts  t h a t  count 
t r i a l s  i n  the same way. 

Appropriate analyses: 

T r i a l s  as a percent o f  d ispos i t ions.  D iv id ing  
the number o f  t r i a l s  conducted by the t o t a l  number 
o f  cases disDosed o f  f o r  the aDiroor ia te case t m e  
r e s u l t s  i n  the t r i a l  r a t e  f o r  ;hatcase type for '  
the court.  

Jury t r i a l s  as a percent o f  d ispos i t ions.  
D iv id ing  the number o f  j u r y  t r i a l s  conducted by 
the t o t a l  number o f  cases disposed o f  f o r  the 
appropriate case type r e s u l t s  i n  the j u r y  t r i a l  
ra te  f o r  t h a t  case type f o r  the court.  

Jury t r i a l s  as a ercent o f  t r i a l s .  D iv id ing  
the number o f  j u r y  t r l a l s  by the t o t a l  number of 
t r i a l s  conducted f o r  t h a t  case type r e s u l t s  i n  the 
propor t ion of t r i a l s  t h a t  are t r i a l s  by j u r y  fo r  
t h a t  case type fo r  the court.  

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Comparisons on these tab les must be r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  the cour t  leve l ,  and must be cont ro l led  f o r  
case type, u n i t  o f  count, and t r i a l  de f in i t ions .  
State t o t a l s  have not  been computed i n  order t o  
avoid any temptation t o  compare "apples and 
oranges." 

Care should a lso be taken t o  compare only 
those cour ts  t h a t  share s i m i l a r  ru les  regarding 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  j u r y  t r i a l s .  
some states make i t  more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a cr iminal  
defendant t o  waive a j u r y  t r i a l  than other  
states. S imi la r ly ,  i n  some states both p a r t i e s  t o  
c i v i l  l i t i g a t i o n  must agree t o  a j u r y  t r i a l ,  whi le  
i n  other s ta tes one o f  the p a r t i e s  can demand a 
j u r y  t r i a l .  

For example, 
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TABLE 27: 
Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. 
State and court. Civil case types. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, number of trials, trials as a percent of 
dispositions, number of jury trials, jury trials as a percent of dispositions and of trials. 

Care type for rhlch h l a l  data qlven 

Trial, 

] t r y /  Number of as8 
trI.1 dlrpoil- NunbOr percent Nu* 

State and m u r t  tltle dsf ln l -  tlons per of of dlipo- of Jury 

Alaska: 
syper1.X c w r t  ............. + + . + . . . .  + t A 2.909 130 41 82 
O l S t P l C t  Covrtl...... ...... + + . . . . . . .  + A 3.297 212 I61 44 - - - - + - - - - - - -  A 8.534 988 I61 

1vry 
t r 1 a I s  Jury 
8s a tTI.IS 
percent a* a 
of dlspo- percent 
.Itlo". of t r ls l ,  

3s 631 
I1 201 _ _  - 

Arlrona: 
svpertor court ............ + . . . . .  + + + . .  0 n;4941 5.99z1 81' 5771 a11 1011 

Superlor Co"d ............ + . .  + . + + + + + C 439,8861 261.0851 6211 2.8311 <IS! 111 
J u S t l c e  Court1 ............... + . . . . . . .  0 25.643 18.246 711 

HUnlClpDt Caurtl.... ......... + . . . . . . .  F 345.691 265.690 771 

superlor Court1 ........... + + + C 40.539l 2.5001 61l 4381 111 l81l 

. . . . . .  JuitlCeS of the Peace..... . . .  + + G 46,988 10.540 221 II 41 41 

Callfornla: 

__ __ _ _  
. . . . . . . . . .  + 0 10,117 2.007 201 20 <I1 <I1 

- - - - - - - - - - +  F 283.346 77.362 271 548 < I S  4 I 
- __ _ _  

mnnecticut: 
. . . . .  . .  . __ __ - - - - - - + - - - - -  C 18,722J 1 .07d 6g 

syp*rt.X Courtl ........... + . . .  1 . . . . . .  C 2.244 131 6S 
Oela*are: 

Dlrtrlct of Colunbla: ........... . . . . . . . . . .  SupBrlQ Court2 + A 5.714 347 61 I 9 3  31 561 - - __ - - - - + - - - - - - -  A 29,043 
- - - - - - _ _ + _ _  A 826 15 21  12 11 801 
- - - - - - - - - + -  A 543 154 281 0 01 OS 

C l r C u l t  Covr+l ............. + + . + . + . + . + C 231.832 135,147 591 2.759 I1 21 
covnty Courtl ............. 1 . . . . . . . . . .  C 197.656 116.188 591 63 <I1 41 

Superlor Covr t l  ................. + . . . .  A 5 6 . 5 ~ 1  2 4 . 7 ~ )  441 11 

Courtrl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  + A 117,0501 5,454 51 1,234 11 231 

Florida: 

Gearg1a: 
355 <I1 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ +  A 45.449 9.525 211 1,573 31 171 
State Court and Caunty 

M"D1 I :  ............. . . . . . . . . .  C l r C Y l t  C o Y r t l  + C 988 54 5 1  39 41 721 
_ _ + _ _ - _ _ _ _ _  C 1,186 46 4 1  9 41 201 
- - - - + - - - - - -  C 288 4 11 2 <I1 501 
_ _ _ . . - * _ + _ _  c 12.921.1 66 0 1  14 41 21 1 
- - - - - - _ _ _ _ +  C 2,660 I02 4 1  23 <I1 231 

DlrtrlCt Co"d ............ + . . . . . . . . .  G 71 5 47 71 
- - + - - - - - - - -  G 8,JW 88 11 
- - - + - - - - - - -  G 1,370 51 6 381 
- - - - + - - - - - -  G 805 53 71 
- - - - - - - - - - +  G I53  26 I11 

- __ - 
- - _ _  
- _ _  - 
- - _ _  
- __ - 

9M 
2 . m  

7 
276 

4.096 
€09 

14,506 
11,041 
3.433 

10.91d 

2M.536 

254 
1.109 

5 
I36 

1 .484 
78 

9,416 

2.616 
8,061 

1,Wal 

281 
551 
71 1 
491 
49sJ 
131 
651 
731 
161 
I81  

- - 

1.832 <I1 

-- 

(continued on next pspc) 
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TABLE 27: 
Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. (continued) 

J " V  
P l a t s  trials Jury 

t r l a l  dlsposl- Nlmber percent Number percent as a 
Jury/ N w k  of as a as a t v l a l s  

State and c a r t  tltle 

Indlana: 
Superlor Court and .......... Clrcul t  Court1 - - - - - - - - - - + 80.146 44.064 551 153 <I1 21 

- - - - - - + _ _ _ _  50.854l 31,5861 6211 0 01 01 
Covnty Court1 - - - + - - - - - - - A 61,416 12.632 211 

Probate Courtt + - - - - - - + - - + A 6.111 I98 31 2 <I1 11 

nlrlon COUntyl + - - - - - - - - - - A 19.190 5.442 211 54 4 s  <I1 

__ __ _ _  A 33.912 6.145 I SI - - - + - - - - - - -  

............. __ _ _  _ _  
A 1a.804 6.851 361 22 4 1  4 I - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ +  ............ 

HYnlClpal covrt O f  .......... 
l a g :  ........... - __ - Dlltrlct Covrtl - - - + - - - - - - - C 81.312 13.609 I11 

Ol*tr lct  C O U d  ........... - - - - - - + - - - - C 24.2211 3.0271 131' __ __ _- 

s u p e r l a  Covrt  ............ + + L - - - + - - + +  F 7.2031 356l 51'  144l 21I 4011 

C17CYlt Covrtl + + + - + + + t - 1 + A 69.692 11,607 251 536 I1 51 

C 20.640 757 1 %  5 41  2 1  
C 48.116 6,328 I3I 469 41 11 

- - - - - - - + - - -  
- - - - - - - - - - +  

K.".OL: 

Hal"% 

n l r y l m d :  

nlrracourenr: 
............ 

.... . . . . . . . . . .  Boston Hlnlclpal Caurt + C 16,312 2.705 171 

Clrcult Co"d + C 17.453I 8551 511 6451 
- - - - . . - + - - - -  C 176.8511 2,6491 211 111 
- - - _ _ _ _ _ _ + _  C 1.0611 21 1 211 21 

c i i . 5 5 3 l  10.21a1 1311 0 

Hlchlgan: ............. . . . . . . . . .  

- - - - - - - - - - ,  C 48,6861 1.6561 311 461 1 
D l r t r l c t  Covr+l + C 168,516l 6.1921 4 I1  663l 

- - - + - - - - - - -  
- - - - + - - - - - -  C 14,b251 2 9 . M l l  401l 791 I 

........... . . . . . . . . . .  

Caman Pleas Covr t  ............. . . . . . . . . . .  0, btroltl + C 85.621 1.529 21 I13  __ C 2.241 251 111 
c 38.990 6,114 16% 602 

C IO 2 201 0 
C 1,293 58 4 %  0 

- - - + - - - - - - -  
- - - - + - - - - - -  ..... . . . . . . . . . .  HUnlClpOl Covrtl. . . . .  + C 2,318 98 4s 2 
- - - + - - - - - - -  
- - - - + - - - - - -  

New 1er.q: ............. . . . . . . . . .  Svperlar  Covrt  t B 41,353 4,028 101 2,681 
B 4,009 9 s  211 3 

- - - - - - + _ _ _ _  a 28,2011 10.0~61 369 __ 
C o " n t y D 1 r t r l c t C o " r t ~  ..... + . . . . . . . . .  a 11.485 1,147 72 3Q8 

- - - - - + - - - - -  

B 163,634 3,417 21 226 
a 40.669 13,818 401 31 
B 102.860 36.918 401 8 

- - + - - - - - - - -  
- - - + - - - - - - -  
- - - - + - - - - - -  

Nor k k :  

C l Y l l  Court of the Clty ............ . . .  . .  . of New Ywk - + - - + A 82.428 6.490 
A 54.683 2,211 - + + - - - - - - - -  

Olstr ls t  Court and 
Clt" CoUTtl + + - - - - A 125,221 4,824 

Surrogate's Cowtl + A 12,913 2,333 

............. . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  

Norto Corollna: ........... . . .  . . .  supsr1w CoUrtl + - - + + C 69.119 4.850 
DlstrlCt COUrt'........... + - . . . . .  - . - - C 41.518 13,309 

+ - - - - - - C 173.730 166.641 
- - - - - - + - - - -  C 52,601 42,605 

_ _ _  

81 26 C I S  < I S  
4% 580 11 261 

41 
3% 

71 651 '11 141 
321 387 4% 3 
951 
81 I 10 41 <I1 

- _ _  __ 
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~ ~~ ~~ ~~~~~ 

cnse type  

J W "  
Trials f r l a l r  Jury 

tvl.1 dlsposl- Number p'cant Number percent as a 
Jury/ Number of as a LIP a tTI.1. 

Stete and court t l t l e  

W h  Dakota: 

OhlO: 
O l 9 t T l d  Gwrt ............. + + . + - + + . + - 353 41  46 <I1 I 3 1  A 10.027 

Covr to iCMnonPlsar l . .  ... + - . .  - . - . . .  C 22.8411' 3,1181 1411 9321 411 3011 
- - - - - - + - - - -  C 88,413I 11.993I 1411 - _ _  - 
- - - - - - - - - - +  C 40,900 9,209 191 5J6 I1 61 

- - + - - - - - - - -  C 4,699 I54 31 5 41 31 _ _ _ _  + - - - - - -  C 2,772 506 211 I <I1 (I I 
- - - - - - - - - - +  C 2,594 ni 211 3 41 4 1 

Gwrt Of Clalnr ........... - - . - - - . . .  + - A 1,914 48 31 0 M 01 ........... . .  . .  . 1.480 81 111 41 0 1  
- - + - - - - - - - -  C 179,206 5.006 31 I32  41 31 
- - - - + - - - - - -  C 52.753 1,231 21  25 <11 21 
- - - - - - - - - - +  C 10.563 9.212 501 314 21 31 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ + _  C 2,385 422 181 193 0 1  471 

............. . . . .  . .  0 0 0 CGlnty Gwrtl - '  + - - - C 248 48 I 9 1  

Hlnlclpal C o d  + - - - - C 10,261 

Oklahoma: 
OlrtrlCt Courtl ........... - + . .  - - . . . .  - A 6.221 1.414 231 

2,613 I 5 1  - - + - - - - - - - -  A 17.860 
- - - + - - - - - - -  A 14,416 9.378 131 
- - - - + - - - - - -  A 7.352 2,177 301 
_ _ _ _ _ _ I _ _ _ _  A 31,533 6,593 21 1 

264 21 - - - - - - - + - - -  A 12.148 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ + . _  A 2,676 I84 1x 
- - - - - - - - - + -  A 1.052 305 301 
- - - - - - - - - - +  A 6.759-1 2.0641 3ld 

- __ - 
- _ _  - 
- - _ _  

Or.39.3": 
- - - Ctrcul t  Co"rtl... .......... - . - . .  + . . . .  c 26.795 2.193 0 1  

C o v r t o f C M n o n P l o a * l . . . .  - - . - - . - . - - + A 21,4471 5 . 8 7 d  2 7 d  1 , 6 9 9  2 9 d  
o l s t r l c t  IY*ilCB Court1 ... + - - . .  - . - . - - A I80.066 40,029 221 

5"psrlor Covrtl + - - - - A 2,089 235 111 
A 3,510 306 Ill 
A 439 57 131 
A 0.307 753 9 1  

- - - - - - + - - - -  A 32.731 2.737 81 
- - - - - - - - - + -  A I461 171 1211 - - _ _  
- - - - - - - - - - +  A 49.944 9 3 J  2d 

ol?ltr ld Courtl.... ....... + . - - . .  - - - - - A 38,676 3.942 IM 
A 1,942 405 211 

- - - - + - - - - - -  A 675 I24 181 
A 3.475 50 I1 

- - - - - - - - - - +  A 4,902 1.043 211 

+ - - - - + - - - - -  C 2.703 1,313 471 
Psnnsylvanla: 

__ __ - 
Puerto RIco: - _ _  - ........... . . . .  . .  

- + - - - - - - - - -  
- - + - - - - - - - -  

__ -- _ _  
- __ - 
- __ _ _  - __ - 
-- - __ __ __ _ _  
- _ _  _- - + - - - - - - - - -  
- __ _ _  
- __ - - - - - - - + - - - -  __ __ _ _  

Rhods I r l m d :  __ __ _ _  ........... . .  . .  . . . .  D l r t r l d  Court1 + - - G 24,294 2,642 Ill 

South Carollna: 
County Court. C l Y l l  court, 

and Crlmlnal  Court1..... . .  - . .  - . . . .  + A 10.6671 4 l d  4 d  
Haglstrate CoUrtl ......... + - . - - - . .  - - . A 88.607 24.969 281 311 41 I1 

C l r C U l t  Covrtl ............ - - . + . . . . . . .  C 10.201t 1.1041 1 1 S 1  
- - - - - - + - - - -  C 2,820lJ 469lJ i i % l J  -_ __ _ _  

h t h  Dakota: - __ __ 
1611 C 6,1811 1,0071 111' 1711 31l - - - - - - - . - - +  

(continued on next page1 



TABLE 27: 
Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. (continued) 

care type 

32,444 2.023 
156,240 110,919 
26,950 4,542 
05,521 21,031 

JW" 

T r l d l s  t r l a l r  as Jury 
*I e a* a trials 
pevcent Number percent as a 
of dlspo- of Jury  of dlspo- percent 
,Itlonr t r l a l f  rtttonr of t r l a l r  

61 6601 2fl 33IJ 
761 l 5 d  411 (1 fl 

261 1.58d 211 7LI 
I71  4 9 d  211 1111 

71 82 I 21 221 
71 I93 21 272 
41 66 <I1 51 
61 I 2  31 441 

JustlCe of the Peace 
Court1 .................. + . - . .  - - - - - - A 200.4901 66,2341 33ll  1351 411 11' 

53,407 3,755 
10,137 710 
27.110 1.239 

170 27 

Utah: 
o lr tr ld Cowtl ........... - + - . + - + - . .  + c 23.101J 1,9791 9 f l  2311 <I$ IZZJ 
C I r C Y l t  CourtI ............ - - . + - - - . - . + C X).61l1 4,713I 1511 801 4 5 1  211 

SYperla C o d  ........... + . . . .  - . - . .  - A 3,270 373 Ill 65 22 I71  
D l s t r l c t  Court1 ........... + - - - - . - . .  - - B 3.00) I79 61 6 a1 31 

- - - + - - - - - - -  B 6.115 431 61 0 01 01 

vsrmnt: 

vlrglnla: 
CIrCUlt CourtI ............ + - . - - - - . - - - C 23,045 4,752 211 1.345 61 281 

C 972 293 301 147 151 501 
- - - - - + - - - - -  C 11,151 1.468 I 3 1  32 <I1 21 

- - - - - - - - - + -  C 1.943 732 375 135 71 I E l  
- __ - - - - - - - + - - - -  C 31.155 1,504 51 

Wash I ngton: 
s u p e r l a  Court'........... - + + - + - . - - + + c 74.5oolJ 7.384lJ i o l I J  i.101'J 211J l 6 l I J  

CIrCYlt D u d  ............ - . - f . - - . - . .  F 56,156l 3,524l 61' 23l < I l l  < I l l  
Wl.mn.ln: 

- - - - - - + - - - -  F 20,907 9,062 34s 96 41 'I1 

O l l t T I S t  c o d  ............. - - - . .  + - . + H 9,513l 2,7801 2911 56l < I l l  211 

- + - - + - - + + + +  F 40.211 4,197 M 1.002 21 241 
WyCJnlng: 

Note: A l l  avallmble data era entered I n  the tabla and 011 appropriate 
UICUlatlWIs r e  Imludsd. Blank W ~ C ~ L  Indlcate t h a t  the dats 
o r e  vnavallabla a calculations n r a  Inapprgr lsts.  

-- -Hot appllcabla. 

+ -Data em g lwn for the3e case types. 

l0Dt.a are not conglets: 
+rlzona--S~perla Court- W t l m  and -tic n l & l m s  f1gure.r 

C a l l f a n l s - S u p e r l a  Court--One murt mated data f a  on ly  the 
do mt Include aaptla, data fmrn Marlmpa County. 

f l r d  S I X  nonthl O f  the reporting pwlod. 

handled by the HOurlng Sssrlons a f a  cIvI I ,  -11 c I D I ~ .  
or 1.1 COSOS dlapoisd I n  t he  -nphlc area mur t r ,  for-ly 
the  Courts Of ColrmDn Pl.ml. 

Court O f  C a m n  PIeas--Data are glvsn on ly  for f a a l l y  OCket and 
n o n f m l l y  docket CDIIII. 

redoc*eted dlsrolut lonr.  

.autlOn,. 

& Include sx t road lnary  wrlts. 

Con-tisut--supwia court--oata not a v a ~ ~ a b ~ s  f a  any case.i 

Indlans-Superlor Court and C l r c v l t  Court-Data do not Include 

K m m s - - D l s t r I c t  Court-- - t ic  nl&la, cases m mt I n c l u e  

Malne-Superla Court-Trlal data & mt Include URESA caief, but 

Hlchlgan-<lrcult Caurt--Thsre o r e  no data w a l l a b l e  for the 
foI lo1lng a n t l e i :  Arenec. JaE*son, and Mason. 

COUrt6:  Barry, EmIw. Kentrmd. Llvonla.  and Narsyp .  

-law dl-lutlm m d  uncontested adcptlon cases. 

O l i t r l c t  Court--There were no data aval lable for the foI lDllng 

Nw J s r r e y - - S u p ~ l a  Court-- DDsrtlc rmletlm. cases Include cnly 

O h l o - G u r t  of C o m n  Pleas-- TI.t data Include only  p r rana l  
I n J ~ r y .  Dasrtlc nl&lons t r l a l  dsta do mt Include aaptlms 
b l r t h  records. 

trial murt cases. 
Pvsrto Rlco-Superlor Court-- -1 mer not Include wpeals of 

S w t h  Dakota--Oata do not Include f u l l - t l n )  qqulralent Lay 

Texas--Justlca of the  Peace Caurt--Oata r-tsd represent 9.100 
Hagtrtrste a Lawyer Maglrtrata cases. 

Justice of the Peace Court nonthly reports OUt of a p s s l b l e  
Il,640--a r-rt lng r a t e  of 191. 

I n  h r l c a n  Fork. 
L b h - - C l x U l t  Court-+& date were reported f a  the m u r t  located 

Warhlngton-Clrsult Gxrt--Ons m u r t  locatlon repated  IncMplats 

WI%onfln-<Ircult Court- -11 cIa1.1 data me reported for a l l  
d l r p a l t o n  data. 

cases I n  MIIwaukB. County. but for mntssted cases only  I n  the 
r e s t  of the state.  

Uymlng--Flgurar do not Include dot. dota. 
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JExplanatlon of data lnclvdad I n  the  catepory: 
Co""€.ctlc"t--s"perlw Court--Oata for C l Y I l  t r i a l s  are given f a  

dosrtlc nlatlar -lag. d l u o l v t l a  cases. 
OXlshom-+ther InCIvdei ex t rwrd lnary  r r l t s .  
PBnnsylvDnla--Court of C o m n  Plsas--Clull t r l a l  data Include only 

Puerto Rlm--Superlw Court- OMa c l i l l  Includes a x l r l o r d l n q  

South CarolIna--Other C O t e p r y  m u l d  m a n  m y  catsgxy.  I t  I s  not 

South Dakota-SI rCul t  Court-- - t ic  mlm?lrms Includes only 

Tsxas--The Dlrtrlct Court--Olrectsd w r d l c t  cay13 are Included I n  

Vtah--Olstr lct  Court- Mha c l r l l  Includes (UtTaOTdInaT). rlh. 
Yarhlnpton-Slrcul t  Court--Trlal data f(r c l v l l  cases b not 

the rubcatspry  "c lv l l "  clarrlflsd under Oma clr l l  . 
writ.. 

h r d e n  down I n  the  I t e t e  prcflle. 

w r l a g .  d l - l u t l a  cases. 

Jury t r ia l . .  

Include adoptlo, cases. 

' A  c l v l l  case 1s cwnted wlth the  tlllng of a pet l t lon w conplalnt. 
2A s I v I 1  case I s  munted when It I s  placed on the calendar Char 

5 A  c l v l l  -EL) 1% not munted I n  the I- way throughout the rtste. 
resshod Iss~el. 'A c l v l l  case 1s cwnted a t  the note of Issue. 

T r la l  daf lnl t lon:  
A - A  t r l a l  1% counted I f  t r l e d  to Judgnrtnt. mmplotlon, verdict. or 

declrlo". 

Juror 1s b a m l .  
B - A  Jury tr1.1 I s  counted when the Jury selectton begins (first 

C - A Jury t r I a I  I s  munted when the Jury I s  s iwn Ilnpanslsdl. 
D - A non-Jury t r l a l  I s  muntad a t  the p l n t  when an waning statenant 

or the In f roduct lm of m y  evldanco occurs. 
F - A  t r l a l  I s  mvnted when It has o f f l c l a l l y  begun. 
G - A  nom-Jury t r l a l  1s counted a t  the polnt when an opening rtat-nt 

FC the lntrcductlm of m y  ovldance OCCYTS. Gullty pleas ere 
not cwnted  as t r l a l s .  

H - A  t r l a l  I s  mt muntsd In the saw way thmvghout the  state.  
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TABLE 28: Criminal filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all 

trial courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cour t  organization, subject matter 
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and case c lass i f i ca t i on :  

This tab le  breaks the gross t o t a l s  o f  Table 15 
i n t o  cr iminal  case c lass i f icat ion.  Because of the 
va r ia t i ons  i n  cou r t  organization, subject  matter 
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and case c lass i f i ca t i on ,  comparisons 
o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
cour ts  from s ta te  t o  s ta te are seldom appropriate. 

Lack o f  complete data ( l ess  than 90% complete 
from an ind i v idua l  court1 i s  responsible f o r  the 
l a rge  number o f  blanks i n  the " A l l  t r i a l  courts" 
columns on t h i s  table, as wel l  as f o r  states 
missing from the table. I n  order f o r  a s ta te  t o  
be included i n  t h i s  table, i t  had t o  have complete 
f i l i n g  o r  d i spos i t i on  data from a l l  i t s  t r i a l  
courts. 

i n t o  spec i f i c  case types, do general ly separate 
caseload i n t o  c i v i l ,  cr iminal ,  and juven i l e  
cases. 
may be lumped i n t o  cr iminal  caseload.) 

Courts t h a t  do not  break t h e i r  caseload down 

( T r a f f i c  may be reported separately o r  i t  

Souwes o f  data are found on the ind iv idual  cou r t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix B. 

Var iat ions i n  counting cases do have an impact on 
to t31 caseloads. i f  states are not  counting cases 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed as a percent o f  f i l e d .  This measure 
represents the percent o f  the number of f i l e d  
cases t h a t  the cour t  was able t o  dispose. 
petxent i s  computed by d i v id ing  the number of 
cases f i l e d  by the number disposed and then 
mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  disposed more 
cases than were f i l e d ,  thus reducing pending 
caseload. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  not  keeping up 
w i th  the volume o f  cases being f i l e d .  

The 

A percent over one 

A percent s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less than one 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Comparisons can be made between courts t h a t  
count cases i n  the same way. 
counting cr iminal  cases has the greatest  influence 
over data reported. 
l i s t i n g  o f  the groups o f  courts t h a t  count 
cr iminal  cases i n  the same way. 

Although data have been broken down i n t o  
general and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts,  t h i s  has 
been done t o  provide a f l a v o r  f o r  the d i f f e r e n t  
workloads o f  the d i f f e r e n t  l eve l s  of t r i a l  
courts. I n te rs ta te  comparisons should be 
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a l l  t r i a l  cour ts '  data. 

The method of 

Consult Figure C f o r  a 

a t  the same beginning and ending point, t o t a l  
caseload i s  not  comparable. See Figure C. 
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TABLE 28: 
Criminal filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1979. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Disposed as a percent of filed. 

A l l  t r i a l  cour ts  General j u r i s d i c t i o n  Courts L imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  
Disposed D i  spored Disposed 
as a as a as a 

State and u n i t  of  count p i r i e n t  percent percent 
F i l e d  Disposed f i l e d  F i l e d  Disposed f i l e d  F i l e d  Disposed f i l e d  

I n f o m t i o n s .  i n d t c t m n t s ,  
OF caolafntr .~ ~~~ 

Alaska.. ......................... 
Guam ............................. 
I l l i n o i s  ......................... 
lows....................;........ 
Maine ............................ 
Maryland... ...................... 
Massachusetts .................... 
New Jersey ....................... 

1.074 

mmber of defendants 

Colorado ......................... 15,287 
Connecticut ...................... 101,354 94,687 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia ............. 31.381 29,404 
F l o r i d a  .......................... 107.786 91,812 
Hawaii ........................... 2.801 1,961 

k l z a n a  .......................... 13,815 

a o ............................ 
i&ky ......................... ?:;; z::;:; 
Pennsylvania.. .................... 66.872 
Virginia... ...................... 55.120 53,836 
Yashington ....................... 15.224 

69% 
94% 

100% 
9 5% 

108% 

27,439 26,577 
88.858 

5.652 
365.544 321.782 

85% 233,835 206,563 
70% 42.998 41.276 T _ _  _ _  
91% 197,914 173.448 

479.541 
98% 299,819 291;640 

129.867 

_ _  _ _  _ _  
97% 

88% 

883 
95% 

_ _  
88% 
96% 

88% 
_ _  

972 

18.835 
415 286 

198.019 198.460 
32.864 31.751 

127,760 
7 6 4 ~ 7 7 1  

581,976 547.534 

- 
390,485 348,898 

145.091 

69% 
94% 

100% 
97% 

89% 

-w(T 

941 

-rmr 

941. 
93% 

87% 
94% 

88% 

971 

No cons is ten t  d e f i n i t i o n  

w amps r e  .................... krt; dins ................... 54,587 96% 3::::;: 347,174 401,761 97% 

care number assigned 

P 1.021 1,004 T 15,759 14.346 91% 16,780 15,350 7 

Note: A l l  Courts i n  Louisiana, Nebraska, New Mexico, Hawaii, and Oelaware ape displayed i n  t h e  number o f  defendants grouping because t h i s  i s  
t h e  u n i t  of count f o r  t h e  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  Court i n  each of these s ta te r .  
number O f  in fo rmat ions .  indictments.  o r  camptaints grouping s ince  t h i s  i s  the u n i t  Of Count foP general j u r i s d i c t i o n  Courts i n  t h i s  
s ta te .  

and/or d i s p o s i t i o n s .  

Data fo?  a l l  COUPtS i n  Maryland a r e  displayed with t h e  

Sta te  t o t a l s  were i nc luded i n  t h i s  t a b l e  when a l l  couPte w i t h  c r i m i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  s t a t e  repor ted  e i t h e r  conplete f i l i n g s  
Blank spacer i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  data were unava i lab le  or incomplete, or the  CalCUlationS were inappropr iate.  

-- - Not app l i cab le  

NH - This care t ype  i s  no t  handled i n  t h i s  court .  
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TABLE 29: Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdict jurisdiction courts, 1979 
TABLE 30: Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 

Var ia t ions i n  cour t  organization and subject 
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

These two tab les deal only w i t h  general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 
t r i a l  cour t  (Idaho. I l l i n o i s ,  Iowa. South Dakota, 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and Guam), a l l  case types 
are heard i n  the general j u r i s d i c t i o n  court. 
These courts are ind icated by an "*" before t h e i r  
s ta te  name. I n  a l l  o ther  states, some o f  the 
t r i a l  cour t  case types are heard i n  l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 

The ind iv idua l  cour t  p r o f i l e s  f o r  each s ta te  
(found i n  P a r t  11) must be consulted t o  d e t e n i n e  
whether the f igures  f o r  an ind iv idua l  case type i n  
these tab les represent the complete caseload f o r  
t h a t  case type i n  the p a r t i c u l a r  state. 

I n  states w i t h  a s i n g l e - t i e r  

Sources o f  data: 

These are found i n  the ind iv idua l  cour t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix 6. 

Var ia t ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  and d e f i n i t i o n s :  

Courts t h a t  do n o t  break t h e i r  caseload down 
i n t o  spec i f i c  case types do general ly separate 
caseload i n t o  c i v i l ,  c r iminal ,  and juven i le  
cases. ( T r a f f i c  may be reported separately o r  i t  
may be reported as a p a r t  o f  the cr iminal  
caseload.) Consequently, these two tab les are 
eas ier  t o  aggregate than l a t e r  tab les tha t  show 
spec i f i c  case types. 

Those states t h a t  reported less  than 90% o f  
complete " t o t a l "  data were excluded from these 
tables. 

Appropriate analyses: 

cour ts  w i t h  s i m i l a r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and courts t h a t  
handle s i m i l a r  volumes o f  cases. These data can 
a lso be used t o  compute the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of types 
of cr iminal  cases f i l e d  i n  each court.  To compute 
the propor t ion o f  the t o t a l  f i l i n g s  (d ispos i t ions)  
f o r  each case type, d iv ide  the number of f i l i n g s  
(d ispos i t ions)  f o r  each case type by the t o t a l  
f i l i n g s  (d ispos i t ions)  fo r  each cour t  and m u l t i p l y  
by 100. 

Data from these tables may be used t o  i d e n t i f y  

L imi ta t ions  on use: 

Comparisons should not  be made between cour ts  
i n  s ta tes w i t h  a s i n g l e - t i e r  t r i a l  cour t  (marked 
w i t h  an " * " )  and courts i n  states w i t h  both 
general and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 

Comparisons can be made only between courts 
t h a t  use the same u n i t  o f  count fo r  counting 
cr iminal  cases. Since the data contained i n  these 
tab les are taken from only the general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts, the organization char ts  f o r  
each s ta te  should be checked t o  determine whether 
o r  not  o ther  cour ts  i n  the s ta te  a lso handle the 
spec i f i c  case types before comparisons of volumes 
of spec i f i c  case types are made. 



TABLE 29: 
Composition of criminal case filinqs in aeneral iurisdiction courts. 1979. 
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- 
State and Court. Criminal case categorieg;. 

State and murt  tltle 

AIabama--CIrCult Court .............. 
Alarks-Superlor Court .............. 
Arllma--SYperlor CoUrt ............. 
Arkmsai--CIrcult  Court ............. 
Cal l fPnla- -S"per la  Court .......... 
Colorado--Olr t r lc t  Court, Denrer 

Super la  Court, Denwr Jvvenlle 
, Court. and DBnver Probate Court.. 
ConneStlc"t--S"perIor Court ......... 
Dela*are--S"perlor Covr t  ............ 

.Olrtrld of Col"mbls-S"perlor Court. 

X m m X m 24.302 

11.323 92 Ni Mi I ,852 n 8  I3.8I5 
691 17 NH NH I55 211 1,074 

9.861 (J) Mi NH 5.039 14.866 
53,931' 2 . ~ 9 1  % , 2 d  

10,622 m n o  4,125 15,287 
5.M3 96,231 80 101.354 

4.035 17,150 7,010 3,505 NH 1,711 3I.381 
2,729 Mi m n 9  Mi 2.950 

F lo r l db -C l r cu l t  Court .............. 106.959 NH NH Mi 827 NH 107.786 
Georgla--S"perla Covrt  ............. 28.5LI 16,969 m NH m 45,480 

* G ~ a w - S u p e ~ I o r  Court ................ I43 272 415 
nawaii--circuit court ............... 2,377 354 Mi NH Mi 70 2,801 

'Idaho--STATE TOTN .................. 2,752 21,494 5,699 91 30.036 
oirtr1ct Covrt .................... 2,752 184 NI m 91 m 3,027 
HaglStrates O l v l r l o n  .............. 21,310 5.699 Mi 27.039 

............. 74,816 Mi 581,976 *IlllnOlS--CIrCult Court 37,722 469.43d 111 

Court ............................ 20.334 18,179 2.478 10,047 51,038 
*Io*a--Olstrlct Court ................ 16,566-1 82.917 22,617 75,919 (1) 198,019 
Kansas--0lstrlct Court .............. 9,901 14.420 NH NH 842 25,163 
Kentucky-c l rcu l t  Court ............. 10.124 Ni Mi 388 m 10,512 

Halns-Superlor Covr t  ............... 2.483 2,278 Mi t64 5.425 
Maryland--Clrcult Court ............. 34,130 NH NH 4.112 6fd 38,902 
HaSsaCh~Setts--STATE TOTAL ........... X 198.15d 21,565 43,898 263,619 

Superlor Court Department .......... X 850 30.036 30,886 
O l r t r l c t  Covr t  oepsrtrmnt .......... (J 1 198. I 2 d  20,715 218.835 
easton Hunlclpal C o v r t  

Department ....................... 13,862 13.862 

Indlana--Supsrlor Court and C l r c v l t  

Jvvenlle Court W a r t r m n t  .......... 36 36 

Hlchlgan--STATE TOTN ............... 39,47611 6.527 68.543 5681 105.1141 
c l r c v i t  C o u r t  ..................... 28,32511 m Ni 5681 28.8931 

Nebrar *s -D l r t r lc t  Cour t  ............ 3,6321 (J1 NH I ,237J 4.Sh.d 

Remrder'S Court O f  O e t m l t  ....... 11,151 6,527 68.543 Mi 86.221 
Lbntsna--Olrtr lct  Covr t  ............. 2,281 -1 MI X X 2.%2 

New Ha(npShlm--SUperlor Court ....... 3.436 Mi nn 2,706 m 6.142 

New Jsrsey--Superlw Court ........... 22,198 m 2,784 159 25.141 
New Hexlco--Olstrlct Court .......... 5,289 Mi 5,289 
New York-Suprens Court .............. W.806 MI m Mi 30.806 
NDrth CaroIInb-Superlor Court ...... 32.129 NH nn 24.462 hx 56.591 
North Dakots--OlrRlct Court ........ 879 40 Mi Ni Mi 47 55 1.021 
OhlW-Cour t  of CMnon Pleas ......... 33,544 NH NH Mi Mi HI 33.544 
Oklahom--Olrtrlct Court ............ 23,692 37.822 Mi MI 423 354 62.291 

Wegon--Clrcult Court ............... 16.643 m m 16.643 
P s n " r y l " a n l a - ~ " r t  O f  C o w "  Pleas.. m,335l 12,56d s 4  71.765 
Pvsrto Rlco--Superlor Court ......... 9,242 9,221 720 NH 19.183 
Rhode Island--Superla Court ........ 2,515 1,067 3.582 
Savth CarOI Inb-Cl rcu l t  Court ....... 31.74d NH 31.74d 

Crl!nlnal Court .................... 27.325 27.325 
Tennerree--Clrccult Court and 

Texas--0 l r t r ld  Court and Crlmlnal 
Dlrtrlct Court ..................... 77,461 7.950 m 7.M5 92,476 

Utah--oILtTlCt Cour t  ................ 2,103 NH Mi 293 2.396 
Y e r m n t - - O I S t r l C t  Court ............. 2,892l 15,2801 Mi 6161 18.8181 
Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court ............. 31,896 22,839 NH Mi 385 55,120 

(continued on next page) 



100 
TABLE 29: 
Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. (continued) 

u l ~ c o " s l " - ~ ~ r c " l t  C o v r t  ............ 13,187 27.683 
Yyonlng--Olstrlct Court.............. 1,613 NH NH NH NH 

13.567 54.431 
1,613 



TABLE 30: 
Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 
State and courL Criminal case categories. 
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A I a M m - - C I r C U l t  Court .............. 24,552 
Alarka--Suparlor Court .............. 151 X HI m X 335 1,086 
ArlZOnD--Superlo~ C D v r t  ............. 10,551 233 NH NH 1.829 5% 15,115 
&rkan%as--Clrcult Chlrt ............. 10.144 HI m 5,186J 15,930 
Callfornla--S"p*rla covrt .......... 49,2111 Nm m 2,1101 51,3811 

Coioraao-oistriCt court. ~ a n v ~  

Superlor Court. Danrar Juvsnlle 
Court. and Denver ProMte Court.. 8.911 m 354 5.003 14,328 

Co""~ctlc"t--s"PerloT court ......... 5,084 89,589 I 4  94.687 ............ m 3,186 O.IaIar.--SYp.rlor C O W t  3,186J NH NH I J )  
.Olstr lct  Of Colunbla--Superlor Court. 3,960 13,090 1.080 3,548 m 1.726 29.404 

F lor lda-< I rcul t  Court  .............. 91.148 m m m €64 m 91.812 
Gsargla--Suprlor Covrt ............. 21.311 15,812 NH NH NH 43.159 

Zi"an--S"p.rlor court ................ 111 169 286 

*Idaho--STATE TOTAL .................. 2,Ml 20.261 5.333 52 28,521 
navaii--CircYit court ............... 1,628 293 NH NH NH 40 1,961 

O l s t r l c t  covrt  .................... 2,681 I93 NH m 52 NH 2.921 
mg1strat.s P l r l r l o n  .............. m 20.068 5,333 MI 25,601 

.Illl"Ol.--CIrc"lt Covrt ............. 35.312 144.350J I J )  61.872 m ~ 1 . 5 ~  

Court ............................ 11.412 18,466 1,963 I O .  I04 48.009 
.1owa--01 STTI  ct Court ................ I5.098J 83.952 23.609 75.801 I J )  198.460 .............. 26.924 hian3sr--Olstrlst Court 10.255 16.669J NH NH I J I  
KsntuSky--ClrCult Court ............. 9,259 m ' H I  328 m 9 , W l  
mlne--S"psrlor court ............... 2.508 2,046 m 620 5,114 

Maryiana--C:lrcoit court ............. 31,103 NH NH 1.631 909 36,643 
~II.Ch"P.tt.--SYPBTIOr C O V R  

Dswrtnsnt ......................... X 118 41.448 42.16b1 
MIChlgan--STATE TOTAL ............... 39,602'J 6,090 44.013 508 I 50,2131 

C l r c u l t  Court ..................... 28.63z1J NH NH 5081 29,140I 
(Imcorasr~s murt of Detro i t  ....... 10.9io 6,'090 44.013 m 61.133 

Hontana--O1atr1ct covrt  ............. X 2,756 NH X X 2,756 
N e b r a s b - - D l ~ t r l C t  Court ............ 3.564 I J )  tu I, 1411 4 . 7 1 d  

New H = W S ~ I ~ . - - S U ~ ~ T I O T  'court ....... 3,32l1 Mi 3,642l m 1.121 
Ne" Jersey--Superlor Court ........... 24.2% NH 2,699 161 21,116 

NM Yorh--Suprens court ana 
County Covrt ....................... 33.508 m m m 33.504 

North hrollna-Superlor Court ...... 30,919 NH NH 23,608 m 51.581 
North Dakota--Olrtr lct  Court ........ 811 31 m m 49 41 1.w4 
On1o--Court O f  C o r n "  Plea* ......... 33.709 NH NH m NH NH NH 33,109 

Oklohona--01strlct Court ............ 21.839 33,496 m 323 Y)I 55,959 
Ore90n--Clrs~lt  Court ............... 15,503 NH Mi NH 15.503 
Penn.y l "D" l . -~" r t  Of C o r n  Pleas.. 53.15IJ 12,414J 611 €6.812 
Pue~to R I c o - - S Y P B ~ I O ~  Court ......... 9,391 9.042 122 NH 19.661 
South hro l lna - -C I rcu l t  Court ....... 32,151J m 32,1511 

D l s t r l c t  Court ..................... 15.231 9,886 m 6.121 91.2h 

Utah--Ols?rlct Court ................ 2,225 m m 210 2.495 
*v.mont--Dlstr lct  Covrt  ............. 2.153l 14.14 I I NH m 5941 18,0881 

Vlrglnla--Clrculf Court ............. 31,260 22,246 m m 330 53.836 
w~rhlngton--S"perlor covrt .......... X m NH X m 12,956l 
west V l r p l n l a - 4 l r c " l t  C o U r t  ........ m m 6,241 
WIsconsln--Clrcult Court ............ 12,352 23.818 20.0e.4 56,314 
*"Mlng--Dlrtr lct  Court .............. 1.573 m Mi m m 1.513 

inaians--sup.rior court ana ctrcuw 

.......... New mrlco--Ol3trlct Covr. 5.029 m 5,029 

Texas--OlstrIct Cwrt an6 Crlmlnal 

lcontlnued on next page) 
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TABLE 30: 
Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. (continued) 
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TABLE 31: Felony caseload for general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 
TABLE 32: Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 33: Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1979. 
TABLE 34: Ordinance violation caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 35: Preliminary hearing caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 36: Criminal appeals caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cour t  organizat ion and subject  
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Caseload i n  these tables i s  from both general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. The 
same case types may be handled i n  d i f f e r e n t  courts 
from state t o  state. 
compared among these states using the same u n i t  of 
count. 
these tables have been grouped i n t o  three 
categories: 
exclusive j u r i s d i c t i o n  over a case type and where 
i t  reported complete data; those states where more 
than one cou r t  handles a case type and each cou r t  
submitted complete data; and those states where 
data from any one o f  the courts w i th  t h a t  casetype 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  are incomplete. The cour t  
organizat ion charts i n  Part  I1 should be consulted 
f o r  a b r i e f  sumnary o f  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of each 
court .  
Sources of data: 

Only s ta te  t o t a l s  can be 

TO f a c i l i t a t e  comparisons, the states i n  

those states where a cou r t  has 

These are found i n  the i nd i v idua l  cour t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix 8. 

Var iat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and def in i t ions:  

Both the case categories and the data 
c l a s s i f i e d  i-n the case categories vary from s ta te  
t o  state. 

Because such problems e x i s t  f o r  these and a l l  
other case categories, the case types used i n  t h i s  
repor t  are those chosen f o r  inc lus ion i n  the State 
Court Model Annual Report and State Court M o d r  
S t a t i s t i c a l  Dict ionary.  
-e model case types, 
however, caseloads are not  comparable i f  s ta te  
s tatutes vary as t o  the types o f  cr iminal  cases 
c l a s s i f i e d  as fe lonies o r  misdemeanors. Certain 
drug offenses, f o r  example, may be serious 
fe lon ies i n  one s ta te  bu t  only misdemeanors i n  
another. 

Only s ta tes repor t ing data t h a t  could be 
displayed i n  the spec i f i c  case types are included 
i n  the tables, and then only i f  the data are a t  
l e a s t  90% complete. Many courts do not  break data 
down beyond the broad c i v i l ,  c r iminal ,  t r a f f i c ,  
and j u v e n i l e  categories. 

Var iat ions i n  counting cases: 

superscr ipts by each cour t  name, i nd i ca t i ng  how 
t h a t  cou r t  counts cases. This d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  
h igh l ighted fur ther  by dotted l i n e s  separating the 
states by u n i t  of count. 

Each o f  these tables has numerical 

Appropriate analysis: 

Disposed cases as percent o f  f i l e d .  
measure represents the percent of the number o f  
f i l e d  cases o f  which the cou r t  was able t o  
dispose. 
number o f  cases f i l e d  by the number disposed of 
and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. A percent 
over one hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  disposed 

This 

The percent i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the 

o f  more cases than were f i l e d ,  thus reducing 
pending caseload. A percent s ign i f i can t l y  less 
than one hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  not 
keeping up w i t h  the volume o f  cases being f i l ed .  

This measure was not  computed i f  the number of 
cases f i l e d  was less than ten o r  i f  the quant i ty  
of missing data ( ind icated by an "I" footnote] 
made i t  inappropriate. 

End pending cases as percent o f  f i l ed .  .Th i s  
f igure gives the percent o t  the number o f  f i l e d  
cases tha t  were pending a t  the end of the year. 
This measure i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the number of 
cases pending a t  the end o f  the year by the number 
of cases f i l e d  and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one 
hundred. A value o f  one hundred percent ind icates 
t h a t  the number of cases pending a t  the end of the 
year was equal t o  the number o f  cases f l l e d  dur ing 
the year. A value higher than one hundred percent 
ind icates a pending caseload la rge r  than cases 
f i led,  whi le  a value lower than one hundred 
percent ind icates a pending caseload smaller than 
the number o f  cases f i l e d .  This percent was not  
computed i f  the number-of cases f i l e d  was less 
than ten o r  i f  the quant i ty  of missing data 
( ind icated by an "i" footnote. i n  the p r o f i l e s  i n  
Part  I11  made i t  inappropriate. 

Number change i n  pending caseload. This 
number gives the net  increase o r  decrease i n  
pending-caseload fo r  the cour t  year by subtract ing 
the number o f  cases pending a t  the beginning of 
the year from the number o f  cases pending a t  the 
end o f  the year. 
ca lcu lat ion,  subtract ing the number disposed of 
from the number f i l ed ,  was used when pending data 
were unavailable o r  incomplete. 
a l t e rna te  formula was used, the r e s u l t i n g  number 
was enclosed i n  parentheses. 
number ind icates t h a t  the pending caseload 
increased dur ing the year whi le a negative number 
ind icates t h a t  the pending caseload was reduced i n  
size. 
cases ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  keeping the 
caseflow current,  
i n  pending cases would ind icate t h a t  the cour t  has 
not  kept pace w i th  i t s  f i l i n g s .  

percentage ind icates the change i n  pending cases 
r e l a t i v e  t o  the number o f  cases pending a t  the 
beginning o f  the year, and i s  obtained by d i v id ing  
the number change i n  pending caseload by the 
number o f  cases pending a t  the beginning of the 
year and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. 
f igure cannot be ca lcu lated i f  the a l te rna t i ve  
formula described above was used t o  ca lcu late the 
number change i n  the pending caseload.) A high 
negative percent ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  reduced 
i t s  pending caseload s ign i f i can t l y ,  whi le a h igh 
p o s i t i v e  percent ind icates t h a t  the pending 
caseload increased s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  This measure 
was no t  computed i f  the number of beginning 
pending cases was less than ten o r  if the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the cou r t  changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
dur ing the year. 

F i l e d  (disposed) per  100.000 population. 
u n i t  of s ta te  populat ion used on a l l  cour t  
caseload charts i s  100,000. This measure 
compensates f o r  var ia t ions i n  s ta te  populat ion and 
gives a more r e a l i s t i c  basis f o r  comparison of 
caseloads among states o f  various sizes. 
number o f  f i l i n g s  was not  avai lable o r  was not  
complete ( ind icated by an "i" footnote En the 

An a l te rna t i ve  t o  t h i s  

When t h i s  

A pos i t i ve  

Thus, a large negative change i n  pending 

whi le  a large pos i t i ve  change 

Percent change i n  pending caseload. This 

(This 

The 

If the 
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p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  11) but  the number o f  
d ispos i t ions was avai lable,  the number of cases 
disposed per u n i t  o f  populat ion was entered i n  
t h i s  column i n  place o f  the number o f  cases f i l e d  
per population un i t ,  and the use of t h i s  
a l t e rna t i ve  quant i ty  was ind icated by enclosing i t  
i n  parentheses. Population f igures used i n  the 
cr iminal  tables represent the 18-year-old-plus 
s tate population. If a l l  other factors (cour t  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  case d e f i n i t i o n ,  etc. I are s im i la r ,  
the f i led-per-uni t -of-populat ion s t a t i s t i c  w i l l  
penni t  d i r e c t  comparisons among states o f  the 
number of f i l e d  cases. 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

TOTALS can be compared i n  those states where more 
than one cour t  has j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the case 

I n  these cr iminal  case type tables, only STATE 

type. Comparisons can be made between the data 
reported f o r  a s ta te  w i th  an ind iv idual  cou r t  t h a t  
has exclusive j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the type o f  case, 
and the STATE TOTALS f o r  states where more than 
one cour t  has j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Comparisons should be 
avoided f o r  states not  repor t ing data f o r  one o r  
more courts t h a t  have j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the case 

Comparisons should be made only between those 
cases t h a t  use the same u n i t  o f  count f o r  counting 
cr iminal  cases. 

It should also be noted t h a t  any changelsl i n  
the caseload o f  a cour t  may not  ind icate a change 
i n  the actual "offense-rate" w i t h i n  a state,  but 
may merely r e f l e c t  changes i n  the cr iminal  code, 
law enforcement p o l i c i e s  and/or c i t i z e n  repor t ing 
rates--among other things. 
be used f o r  cou r t  management measures. 

type. 

These data should only 



TABLE 31: 
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Felony caseload for general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 
Sfafe adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

Sta te  adu l t  As percent  Change i n  F i l e d  I d i s -  
popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed1 per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
Sta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100,000 

COMPLETE STATE DATA: 

Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Alaska--Superior Court6 ................... 261 283 691 751 382 109% 55% 99 35% 265 
Arkansas--Circui t  Co rt6 .................. 1.542 6,938 9,861 10.744 6.055 109% 61% -883 -13% 640 

111 i n o i s - - t i w u i  t cour t6  .................. 7.997 21.724 37,722 35.312 19,399 94% 51% -2,325 -11% 
Guam-Superior Court  ! .................... 450 143 117 476 82% 333% 26 6% 

472 

l o u a - - D i s t r i c t  Court6 ................... 2,080 12.1Od 16.566j I 5 , 0 9 d  13,519 9 1 d  11,4681j 12%' 196j  
Kansas- -D is t r i c t  Courtb'. .................. 1,724 4.051 9,901 10,255 3,697 104% 37% -354 -9% 574 
New Jersev--Suoerior Court  (Law Divis ion16. 5.332 31.450 22.198 24.256 29.392 109% 132% -2.058 -7% 41 6 ~. 
Nor th  Oakota--DiStriCt cour t6  ............. 462 879 871 99% 18) 190 

Oklahoma--0istr ict  Court6 ................. 2.028 27,658 22.753 20,510 29,871 90% 131% 2.213 6% 1 .I 21 ... ............... 91 0 oregan--Circui t  Court6 .b  1.828 6.348 16.643 15,503 7.488 93% 45% 1.140 16% 
South Dakota--Circui t  Court  .............. 484 2.337 2.682 115% 1-345 I 483 
H i  sconsi n - -c i  r c u i  t Courf ................. 3.372 13.187 12.352 94% (835) 391 
Wyoming--District Court  .................. 31 2 664 1.613 1.573 697 98% 43% 33 5% 51 7 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
. Arizona--Superior Court7 .................. 1.697 5.272 11,323 10.557 6.038 93% 53% 766 15% 667 
Co lorado- -0 is t r i c t  Court7 .......... 1.972 10,622 8.971 84% 11,6511 539 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia- u p e r i o r  Court"::::: 487 1.049 4,005 3.960 1.094 99% 27% 45 4% 822 

Georgia-Superior Court7 .................. 3.561 18.423 28,511 27.317 15,652 96% 55% -2,771 -15% 801 

I d a h o - D i s t r i c t  Court7 .................... 61 2 1.177 2.752 2.681 1.248 97% 45% 71 6% 450 
Maine--Superior Court7 .................... 779 1.466 2,483 2,508 1.712 101% 69% 246 17% 31 9 

F I  o r i da - - t i  r c u i  t Court  5 ................... 6,633 106,959 91.148 85% ,115.8ll) 1.613 

Hawai i - -CtrcUit  Court7 .................... 640 2.332 2,377 1.628 3.081 68% 130% 749 32% 371 

Montana-Distr ict  Court7 .................. 551 2.281. 

Washington-Superior Court  ............... 2,829 12.171 430 

Nebraska--Distr ict  Court7 .,. .............. 1.125 3.639 3,5& 98%j 1691' 
Ohio-Court o f  Comnon Plea f .............. 7.645 1,576 33.544 33,709 7.411 100% 22% -165 -2% 439 

Puerto R im--Super io r  C U r t 8  .............. 8,056 9,242 9.897 7,401 107% 80% -655 -m .................. 849 V i r g i n i a - - C i r c u i t  Court  8 3,758 31,896 31.260 98% (636) 

Nor th  Carol ina--Super ior  Court9 ........... 3.992 10.584 32,129 30.979 11.734 96% 37% 1,150 11% 805 

Yermont--STATE TOTAL ...................... 350 991 2.915 2.788 1.118 95% 38% 127 12% 832 

D i s t r i c t  Court  ...................... -_ 971 2.892 2.753 1.110 95% 384 139 14% 826 

Not exc ius ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Super io r  Court66.. ..................... -_ 20 23 35 8 152% 354 -12 -60% 6 

Texas--Oistr iCt C o w  and Criminal  
D i s t r i c t  Court  ! ..................... 9,291 48,627 77.461 75.231 50,857 97% 665 2.230 5% 834 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

tonnect icu t - -Super io r  court7 .............. 2.269 3.042' 5.043' 5,084' 2.892' 57%' -150' -4ai 2221 
Mich igan- -C i rcu i t  Court7 . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.470 9.063'j28,325'j 28,63Zi' 8.756'j 101Zi3 31%'' -307i3 -3Zij 438iJ 

Recorder's Court  o f  Detroit,':::: ...... _ _  2.764 11.151 10.970 2,945 98% 26% 181 74 172 

Michigan--Circui t  Court--Data were unava i lab le  f o r  Arenac. 
Jackson and Mason Counties. 

Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data t h a t  are a t  l e a s t  90% complete a re  
en tered  i n  the  tab le .  
t he  data were Unavai lable o r  less than 90% complete. or 
t h a t  the  ca l cu la t i ons  were inappropr iate.  

Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  

jExp lanat ion  o f  data inc luded i n  the  category:  

i n d i c t a b l e  misdemeanor cases. 

punishable by more than one year  i n  pr ison. 

cases. 

l w a - - D i s t r i c t  Court--Pending data i nc lude  some appeal and 

Michigan--Circui t  Court--Data inc lude h igh  misdemsnors t h a t  a re  

Nebraska--Distr ict  Court--Figures inc lude a few n lsdmeanor  

6 The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number o f  informat ions. 

7 The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number o f  defendants On 

8 The c r im ina l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number of charges. 
9 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  i ncons is ten t  statewide. 

F i l e d  and disposed f i g u r e s  
ind ic tments  or cmnplaints. i n c l u d e  appeals. 

the  in fo rmat ion ,  ind ic tment  o r  complaint. 

iData are incomplete: 
Connecticut--Superior Court-These data do n o t  inc lude Par t  8 

Felonies.  
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TABLE 32: 
Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts repofling misdemeanor caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

i 

1; 
Sta te  adu l t  As pe l ren t  Change i n  F i l e d  i d i s -  

I 
1 popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed1 per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and cou r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100,000 

COnPLETE STATE DATA 

Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Guam--Superior Court6 ..................... -- 378 272 169 481. 62% 177% 103 27% 
111 ino is -C i  l r u i t  cour t6  .................. 7.997 71.214' 469.438 444.350 124.876' 95% (25,088) 5,870 
I o w a - D i s t r i t t  Court6 ..................... 2.080 82.917 83,952, 101% (-1,035 3.986 

Oklahoma--Distr ict  Court6 ................. 2.076 19,201 36.608 36.077 19,732 99% 54% 531 3% 1,763 
Kansas- -D is t r i c t  Court6 ................... 1.724 4.346' 14.420 16,66$ 2.93d -1.404 - 3 d  836 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Colorado--County Court7 ................. 
Flor ida--County Court7 .................... D i s t r i c t  of Columbia-Superior Court?' ..... 

Not exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t l o n :  

Alaska-STATE TOTAt, ....................... 
Super io r  Court ....................... 
D i s t r i c t  cour t6  .. .................... 
M a g i s t r a t e ' s  Court  ................... 

Nor th  Dakota--STAT TOTAL ................. 
County Court  w i t h  Increased 

Ju r i ' sd i c t i on  .... .................. 
County Jus t i ce  Court  ................. 

Vennont--STATE TOTAL.. ..................... 
Superior cour t6  ....................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court6 ....................... 

D i s t r i c t  Court  E ....................... 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

11.449 30.486 28.793 13.142 
2.407 15.150 13,090 4.467 

165,294 144.838 

2,576 
3 

2.573 

14.108 
17 

12,507 
1.584 

14.414 
40 

11.273 
3,101 

15.282 
2 

15.280 

1,363 

13,130 
37 

10.016 
3.077 

14.746 
5 

14.741 

3.112 
0 

3.112 

Arizona-STATE TOT& ...................... 1.697 32.167 
Super ior  Court' ...................... _ _  256 
J u t t i c e  o f  t he  Pgace Court? ........... _ _  5.326 
C i F  Mag is t ra tes  ..................... -- 26.585 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL ........................ 612 4.586 
D i : s t r i c t  court '  ...................... _- 47 
& p i i t r a t e ' s  Court? ................... _ _  4.539 

Y _ _  
Yashingbon--STATE TOTLiL ................... 2,829 

Dirsfnict Co rt and J u s t i c e s  of 
the  Peace .......................... 

94% 
86% 
88% 

86% 

91 % 
92% 

8% 
99% 

96% 
250% 

96% 

_ _ _  

43% 1.693 15% 1.546 
29% 2.060 86% 3.111 

120.4561 2.492 

5.405 
7 

4,792 
(221) 607 

11.2841 3.120 
1 3 )  9 

(1,257) 2.440 
124) 671 

536 21% 4,366 
-3 -100% 1 

20% 539 21% 4,366 

89.138 77.410 43.895 87% 49% 11,728 37% 5,253 
92 233 115 253% 125% -141 -55% 5 

26.448 21.081 10,693 80% 40% 5.367 101% 1,559 
62.598 56.096 33,087 90% 53% 6,502 25% 3,689 

21.494 20,261 5.819 94% 27% 1.233 27% 3.512 
184 193 38 105% 21 % -9 -19% 30 

21.310 20.068 5,781 94% 27% 1,242 27% 3,482 

70.753 

70.753 

2,501 

2.501 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL .................. _ _  14,794 51.320 50.365 15.751 96% 31 % 957 6% 
Superior c o u r t 8  ....................... _ _  6.490 9,221 9,042 6,669 96% 72% 179 3% 
o W t r i c t  c o u r t 8  ....................... _ _  8.304 42,099 41.321 9,082 98% 22% 778 9% 

N e r  Hampshire--STATE TOTAL ................ 634 
e i i t r i c t  c o u r t 9  ....................... _ _  
Muzic ipal  cour t9  ...................... _ _  

33.464 
32.472 

992 

5.278 
5,122 

157 

Hawaii-STATE TOT L ....................... 640 18.541 2,907 ........................ _ _  560 354 293 621 83% 175% 61 11% 55 ....................... _- 18.248 2.851 
C i l r U i t  C O W t  9 
D i s t r i c t  cour t8  

Maine-STATE TOTAL ........................ 779 26,972 25.910 96% (1.0621 3.462 
sueerior C O U P ~ ~  ....................... _- 945 2.278 2,046 1,177 90% 52% 232 25% 292 
D i s t r i c t  cour t6  ....................... -_ 24.694 23,864 97% 18301 3,170 

INCWPLETE STATE DATA 
Indiana--Superior Court  and C i r c u i t  

cou r t  (County Court  Function16 3,807 
Super ior  Court  and C i r c u i t  t o u r  6""" 
Cr imina l  Court  of Marion County6 .::I:: 

J u v e n i l e  C u r t  o f  Marion Countyg .::::. 
City Court 8 

_ _  -- 
County cour t6  .................. -- 12.904 43,855 37.549 19,210 84% 44% 6,306 50% 1,152 
Municipal  cou r t  of  Marion count b".": _ _  21,719 45,571 34,577 32,713 76% 72% 10,994 51% 1.197 

Town Court6 ........................... 
_ _  -- -- ........................... 
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Sta te  adu l t  As oercent Chanoe in F i l e d  I d i * -  ~ ~~~. ~ . .  ......... 
~ r~ ~~ ~ 

popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed) per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and cou r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100,000 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA: l con ' t .  1 

.......... 2,723 
Louis iana--Ci ty Court  and Par is  

Court  and Mu i c i p a l  Court -- 2 
D i s t r i c t  Court ! ....................... 

Massachusetts--Distr ict  Cow Department6 . 4.253 198.1 2 d  ............. -- 5,652 -_ 36 
Housing Court  Department k 
Juven i le  Court  Department6 ............ 
super io r  cou r t  Departnent6 ............ -- 

29,270 25,882 88% (3.3881 1,075 

Bo& Municipal  Court Department6 .._. 
Missour i  - -C i  x u i  t Court6 .................. 
Rhode Is land-Super ior Court6 ............. 

D i s t r i c t  court6 ....................... 
Municipal  Court6 ...................... 

South Carolina-M g i s t r a t e  Court6 ......... 
C i v i l  and Criminal  Court6 ............. 

Utah--Juveni le cour t6  ..................... 
C i r c u i t  Court6 ........... 
J u s t i c e  of the Peace Courtb'::::::::::: 
D i s t r i c t  cour t6  ....................... 

misconsin--Ci r c u i  t 6  ....... .......... 
Municipal  Jus t i ce  Court$'::::. ......... 

C i r c u i t  Court 8 ........................ 

............... 16.475 
J u s t i c e  Court  ...................... 
Municipal  Court  ...................... -_ _ _  

40,822' 34.67gi 

28.423j 27,166j 

67.951 

254' 
10.778'' 

50.977 46,072 
533,270 494.489 

86% 

90% 
93% 

(6.143Ii 

(1.257)' 

(3,805) 

14.9051 
138,781 1 

4.658.1 
133 

1 

1.1581 

4,161' 

3.354 

2 9 .  
1.250'' 

821 

_ _ _ _ _ _  
309 

3.237 

Georgia-Superior Court' . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,561 9.918 16,969 15.842 8.354 93% 49% -1.564 -16% 477 
Sta te  Court  and County Court)':::: ..... 
Probate Court7 ....................... _ _  4.062 3.943 97% 1119) 114 

-- 
_ _  Municipal  Court) . ) .................... 

M a g i s t r a t e ' s  Court ................... _ _  
Kentucky-Distr ic Court7 ................. 

C i r c u i t  Court  5 ........................ 
Michigan--Recorder's Court  o f  D e t r o i t 7  .... 
Montana-Distr ict  court7 .................. 

Municipal  Cau ...................... Ohio-County Court7 ....................... 
Hayor 's  Court  ........................ 

Pennsylvaniq--Philadelphia Municipal 
C O W t  ............ ) ................. 

P i t t s b u r g h  C i t y  Magistrates> .......... 
D i s t r i c t  Court  s 

Court  o f  Comon Pleas ............... 
Texas-D is t r i c t  Co rt and Criminal  ........ ....................... 

County Court  a t  Law and Cons t i t u t i ona l  

Municipal  Court7 ..................... county c o w t 7  ....................... 
J u s t i c e  o f  the  Peace Court) ........... 

2,485 174,418 152.299 87% (22.119) . 7,019 

6,470 6,527 6.090 93% (437) 101 

551 681 124 

-- 

7,645 2.154 23,108 22.775 2.487 99% 11% 333 16% 302 _ _  24.612 264.704 254,634 34,682 96% 13% 10.070 41% 3.462 _ _  
8.620 5,506 34.324 34.124 5.413 99% 16% -93 -2% 398 _ _  

-_ 
9.291 7,602 7.950 9,886 5,666 124% 71% -1,936 -2% ' 86 

--: 183.626j 143.156 210,101j 198.03d 114.4121' 8%j 1.541 _ _  394.207 312.608 79% (81.599) 4.243 _ _  

.................. 608 V i r g i n i a - - C i r c u i t  m r t 8  3.758 22,839 22.246 97% 1593) 
D i s t r i c t  cou r t  8 _ _  ....................... 

Delaware-court o f  cqmon pleas8 .......... 417 1.130 7.411 7,394 1,147 l O U %  1 5% 17 2% 1.777 _ _  Alderman's Court8 ........ 
J u s t i c e  o f  the  Peace Courte'::::::::::: 
super io r  cour t7  ....................... _ _  _- 17.570 4.213 

(continued On nex t  page) 
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TABLE 32: 
Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1979. (continued) 

Sta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA i c o n ' t l  

Mary land- -D is t r i c  Court7 ................. 
Nebraska--County C U r t 6  ................... 

o i s t r i c t  c o w t  ....................... 
Munic ipa l  cour t7  ...................... 

New Mexico-Magist a t e  Court6 ............. 

6 
s 

D i s t r i c t  Court  r 

C i K U i t  C O W t  ........................ 

....................... 

Sta te  a d u l t  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  i d i s -  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  

popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed) per 
i n  Begin End End 100,000 

3.000 88.858 2,962 

1.125 33,961 36,500 107% (-2,539) 3.019 

_ _  
_ _  -_ 

836 13,096 1.567 -- 
West V i rg in ia - -Mag is t ra te  Court1 ......... 1,339 39,382 118,339 107.869 49,852 91% 422 10.470 27% 8.838 

C i r c u i t  Court  _- ...................... _ _  Municipal  Courtii ..................... 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12  

i 

j 

Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data t h a t  a re  90% or more Complete a re  entered i n  the  tab le .  
o r  l e s s  than 90% complete. o r  t h a t  the  c a l c u l a t i o n s  mere inappropr iate.  

Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were unava i lab le  

The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t he  number of infonnat ions.  indictments o r  complaints. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number O f  defendants on the  i n f o m a t i o n .  ind ic tment  or complaint. 
The c r im ina l  cape u n i t  O f  count i s  t he  number o f  charges. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count I s  i ncons is ten t  statewide. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number assigned a t  arraignment. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number o f  warrants issued. 
The c r im ina l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  unknown. 

Data are  incomplete: 
M i s s o u r i - - C i m u i t  Court--Data inc lude Only data f rom assoc ia te  C i r c u i t  judges. 
U t a h - C i l r u i t  Court--0ata were n o t  repor ted  f o r  the  c o u r t  l oca ted  i n  American Fork. 

Ma.siHc.husetts--Dirtrict Court  Department--These i n c l  "de OW1 cases. 
Ka i%k- -D is t r i c t  Court--Oispoied and pending data inc lude some c r im ina l  appeal cases. 
Tetasl-County Court  a t  Law--Disposed and pending data i nc lude  c r im ina l  appeal cases. 
Utdi&Circui t  Court-Data inc lude p re l im ina ry  hearings. 
Rlrdlh I s l a n d - - D i s t r i c t  Court-Data may inc lude sme t r a f f i c  Cares. 

Exp1,anatjon o f  data inc luded i n  category:  
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TABLE 33: 
Combined felonv and misdemeanor caseload. 1979. 
State adult populathn within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony, misdemeanor, or felonylmisdemeanor caseload 
Disposedand end pending as a percent of filed Number and percent change in pending. Filedper 100,000 adult population. 

Sta te  a d u l t  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  (d i s -  
popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending pored) pe r  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100.000 

CDHPLETE STATE DATA 

Exc lus ive  court  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Guan--Superior Court6 ..................... 
11 1 i n o i r - - C i r c u i  t Court6 .................. 
I o w a - - D i s t r i c t  Court6 ..................... 
Kansas-D is t r i c t  Court6 ................... 
MissOUr i - -c i rcU i t  C O U d  .................. 
Oklahoma--Distr ict  Court6 ................. 

Connecticut--Superior court7.. ...... 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia--Superior Court)'::::: 

Not exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Alaska-STATE TOTAL ....................... 
Superior cour t6  ....................... 
D i s t r i c t  C O U d  .................. 
Magi s t ra tes  ' courtb':: 1.. .............. 

Nor th  Dakota-STAT! TOTAL ................. 
O i s t r i c t  Court  .................. 
Countv w i t h  Increased Jur isdict ionb' : : :  
Count; J u s t i c e  Court6 ................. 

South Carolina--STATE TOTAL ............... 
C i r c u i t  Court. County C o q ,  and 

C i v i l  and C r i r n  na l  Court  ........... 
Magis t ra te  Court  d ..................... 

Vermont-STATE TOTAL ...................... 
Super io r  Court6 ....................... 
o i s t r i c t  C O U d  ....................... 

Arizona-STATE TOT L ..................... 
J u s t i c e s  o f  the  Peace)':::: ............ 
c i t y  magistrates7 ..................... 

D i s t r i c t  Cou t7 ....................... 

Super io r  Court  9 '  ..... ............ 

County Court  5 
Colorado-STATE TOTAL ..................... 

......................... 
Florida-STATE TOTAL ...................... 

c i r c u i t  t o u r  ........................ 
County Court  j7 ......................... 

Idaho-STATE TOTAL ........................ 
D i s t r i c t  c o u r t 7  ...................... 

Kentucky-STATE T TAL ................... 
m a g i s t r a t e ' s  D iv is ion)  ................ 

C i r C U i t  C 0 " J  .. .::... ................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court7 ....................... 

Yashington-STATE JOTAL ................... 
super io r  c o w t  ....................... 
O i s t r i c t  Court  and Jus t ices  of 

t he  Peace7 .......................... 

828. 415 286 957 69% 231% 129 16% 
7.997 92.938' 507.160 479.662 144.275 95% 284 (27.498) 6.342 
2.080 28.120 99.483 99,050. 28.553 1001 284 433 2% 4,783 
1.724 8,397' 24.321 26.924' 6.6363 -1,761' -21%' 1.411 
3.524 59.325' 52.004 884j 17,322 lj 1.684 
2,076 46,859 59.361 56.587 49.603 95% 84% 2.744 6% 2.859 

2,295 11,771 101.274 
487 3.456 19.155 

261 14.799 _ _  283' 708 _- 12.507 _- 1.584 

462 15.293 _ _  91 9 _ _  11.273 -_ 3.101 

94.673 10.543 93% 101 -1.228 -101 4.413 
17.050 5.561 89% 29% 2.105 61% 3.933 

14.001 
908 

10.016 
3.077 

92% (1,2921 3.310 
99% (11)  199 
89% (1.257) 2,440 
9% (241 671 

2,026 8,639 31,746 _ _  67,951 
32.757 7.628 103% 24% -1.011 -12% 1.567 

3.354 

350 3.567 18.197 17.534 4.230 96% 23% 663 19% 5.199 _ _  23 25 40 8 1601 32% -15 -65% 7 _ _  3,544 18.172 17,494 4,222 96% 23% 678 19% 5,192 

37.439 100.461 87.967 49.933 88% 
5,528 11.415 10.790 6.153 95% 
5.326 26.448 21.081 10,693 80% 

26,585 62.598 56.096 33.087 90% 

41.108 
10.622 

11.449 30.486 

272.253 
106,959 
165,294 

5.763 24.246 
1.224 2.936 
4.539 21.310 

184.304 
10.124 

174.180 

82.924 
12.171 

70,753 

37.764 
8.971 84% 

28.793 13.142 94% 

235.986 87% 
91 .I 48 85% 

144.838 88% 

22.942 7,067 95% 
2.874 1.286 984 

20.068 5.781 94% 

161,558 884 
9.259 91 % 

152,299 87% 

501 12.494 
54% 625 
401 5.367 
53% 6,502 

(1.651 I 

136.267) 
(1  5.811 ) 
(20.4561 

43% 1.693 

29% 1.304 
44% 62 
27% 1.242 

122.7461 
(865) 

(21.881 1 

33% 
11% 

101% 
25% 

1 5% 

23% 
5% 

27% 

5.920 
673 

1.559 
3.689 

539 
1,546 

4,105 
1.613 
2.492 

3,962 
480 

3.482 

1.411 
407 

7.w9 

2.931 
430 

2,501 

Puerto Rim--STATE TOTAL .................. -- 22.850 60.562 60.260 23.152 1001 38% 302 1% 
Super io r  Court8 ....................... _- 14,546 18,463 18,939 14.070 103% 76% -476 -3% 
o i r t r i c t  c o u r t 8  ....................... _ _  8.304 42.099 41.321 9,082 98% 22% 778 9% 

(cont inued on neat page1 
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TABLE 33: 
Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1979. (continued) 

Sta te  adu l t  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  (d i s -  
popu la t ion  of f i l e d  pending posed) per 

thousands pendlng F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t l e  I n  Begin End End 100.000 

Not  e x c l v s l v e  c o u r t  j u r i s d l c t i o n  l con ' t . )  

New Hampshire-STATE TOTAL ................ 634 
Super io r  cour t9  ....................... 
D i s t r i c t  cour t9  ....................... _ _  
nun ic lpa l  cour t9  ...................... -- 

_ _  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Hauali--STATE TOT L ....................... 640 _ _  _ _  ........................ C i K U l t  c o w t  9 

D i s t r i c t  Court8 ....................... 
Superior cour t7  ....................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court6 ....................... -_ 

Maryland--STATE T TAL ..................... 3.000 

D i s t r i c t  cour t7  ....................... 

Maine--STATE TOTAL ........................ 779 _ _  

_ _  _- ........................ C f r c u i t  Court  ! 

D i s t r i c t  Court 3 New Mexico--STATE OTAL ................... 836 _ _  -- ...................... 
Magis t ra te  Court6 ..................... 

36.900 
3.436 

32.472 
992 

5.820 
542 

5.122 
157 

3,327' 

20.169 

18.248 
1.921 3.702 70% 

13.278) 

12,851 1 
136% 810 28x 427 2.892 2.731 

29.455 
2,411 4.761 

24.694 

28.418 
4.554 2,889 96% 

23.864 97% 

31,103 91 s 

11.037) 3.781 
61 % 478 2op 61 1 

1830) 3.170 

122.988 
34.130 
88.858 

18.385 
2.591 5,289 

13.096 

4.100 
13.027) 1.138 

2.962 

2.199 
54% 267 1DS 633 

1.567 
5,029 2.864 95% 

INCOnPLElE STATE DATA 

Arkansas--Circui t  C u r t 6  .................. 
Municipal  Court E ...................... 

2 City Court. Po l l ce  Court  an 
Jus t ice  o f  t he  Peace Court  .......... 

6,938 9.861 10.744 6.055 105% 

93% 

86% 
76% 

109% 

163% 
9 6 d  

106% 

89% 

98% 

61% 

76% 

44% 
72% 

132% 

43% 

-883 

2.575 

6.306 
10.994 

-2,058 

(-1.577) 
11.257 ) j  

1-1221 

14.640 1 

33 

-1 3% 

10% 

49% 
51 % 

-7% 

5% 

640 

1.012 

1.152 
1.197 

4,658J 

133 
1 

41 6 

368 
4.161' 

872 

244 
29 j 

1 , 2 5 0 ~ j  

1,212 

51 7 

Indiana--Superlor Court  and C b r c u i t  Court  
CCbynty Court  Func t lon)  

Supe i io r  Court  and C i m u i t  &;;'""" 
Ca&in$l Court  o f  Marion County6 .::::: 
tbunty cour t6  .................. 
ki;@tlpal Court  o f  Marion Count &'::::: 
J"vbni1e Court  o f  Marion ounty ...... 8 i Crty  cou r t  and Town Court  ............ 

26.825 38,513 35,938 29.400 

12.904 43.855 37.549 19,210 
21.719 45.571 34,577 32.713 

Massachusetts--Superior cou r t  Department6.. 
D i s t r i c t  Court  Department6.. ..... 
Boston Municipal  Court  Otparimentb::::: 
HVuuring Court  Department ............. 
Jt%nlle Cour t  Department6 ............ 

New Jersey--Superior Cgurt  (Law O iv i s ion )  
and County C u r t  ................... 

DPst r l c t  Court  ....................... E 
Municipal cour t6  ...................... 

Rhode Is land--Super ior  Court6 ............. 
01 s t r i c t  Court6 ....................... 
Municipal Court6 ...................... 

Tennessee--Circuit Cyrt and 
Criminal  Court  ........ 

Just ice  of the  Peace Courtb': ::::: 1::: 1 
U t a h - - D i s t r i c t  Court6 ..................... 

Juven i le  Court6 ....................... 
c i r c u i t  C O Y d  ..................... 
J u s t i c e  o f  the  Peace Courtb': .......... 

Yiscons in - -C l rcu i t  cour t6  .b  ............... 
Municipal  J u s t i c e  C O U r t  .............. 

uyoming- -D is t r i c t  cour t6  .................. 
J u s t i c e  Court6 ........................ 

5.652 
36 

31.450 22.198 24.256 29,392 

2.515 4,092 
28,429 27.166' 

27.325 

2.103 2.225 
254' 

10.778ij 

40,870 36,230 

664 1.613 1.573 697 

91%f 
90% 
93% 

14.71 411 
4,905 

(38.781 I 

327' 
309 

3.237 

Cal i fornia-Super or Court7 ............... 16.475 -- J u s t i c e  Court! ....................... -_ MYnlcipal  court)  ...................... 
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Sta te  adu l t  As oercent China- i n  F i l e d  I r l l c -  ...... ~- ... ......... ,-~-- - ~ ~. 
popula t ion  of f i l e d  pending posed1 pe r  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Nmber Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 1oo.wo 

INCCUPLETE STATE DATA (con ' t .  1 

Georgia--Superior Court7 ................ 
Sta te  Court  a d County Court)' ......... 
Municipal  Court)' ...................... 
M a g i s t r a t e ' s  cour t7  ................... 
Recorder's Cou t O f  Detroit)':::::::::: 

Munic ipal  Court7 ...................... 
Montana- -D is t r i c t  Court' .................. 

J u s t i c e  Co rt7 ........................ 
Municipal  court)'::. ................... 

New York-Supreme Court  and County Court7.. 
Cr iminal  C u r t  o f  the  City of 

Town and V i l l a  e Court  ............... 

Probate Court  9 

O i s t r i C t  c o u r t  5 

C i t y  Court  Y 

...................... 

Mich igan-C i rcu i t  Court7 ...... 
....................... 

....................... 

New York ? .......... ) ................ 
D i s t r i c t  C u r t  7 
City Court  s ....................... ........................... 

3.561 28.341 45.480 43,159 24,006 95% 53% -4.335 -15% 1.277 

_ _  4,062 3.943 97% (1191 114 
_ _  
_ _  _ _  

6.470 9,063' 28.325' 28,632' 8.756' IO1Xi 31%' -307' -ISi 438' -- 17,678 17.060 97% (6181 273 -- 

551 791 2,962 2.756 988 93% 33% 197 25% 538 -_ -- _- 
12,898 30.806 33,508 109% L -2,702 I 239 

Ohio--Court o f  C man Pleas7 .............. 7.645 7.576 33,544 33.709 7.411 100% 22% -165 -2% 439 ........................ _ _  2.154 23,108 22.775 2.487 99% 11% 333 16% 302 ...................... -- 24.612 264,704 254.634 34.682 96% 1% 10.070 41% 3.462 
County Court  ? 
Municipal  Covet) 
Mayor's Court' _ _  ........................ 

Pennrylvania--Court o f  comnon ...... 8,620 25.336 60,335' 53,751' 27,885' . 89%' 46%' 2.5461 I d  7 0 d  
Ph i lade lph ia  Municipal  Cour ......... _ _  5.506 34,324 34,124 5,413 99% 16% -93 -2% 398 
P i t t s b u r g h  City Magistrates .......... _ _  

Texas- -Ois t r i c t  t o u r  and Criminal  
D i s t r i c t  CoUrt 3 ..................... 9.291 56,229 85,411 85,117 56,523 loo$ 66% 294 1% 91 9 

Cons t i t u t i ona l  county ~ o y r t 7  ........ -- 183,626' 143.156 210.101' 198,0381 (14.4121' 8%' 1.541 
County Court  a t  Law. and 

J u s t i c e  of the  Peace Court  ........... _ _  
Municipal  Court7 ...................... -- 394,207 312.680 79% (81.5271 4,243 

v i  rg in ia -C i  r c u i  t o u r t 8  .................. 3.758 54,735 53.506 98% (1.2291 1,456 
D i s t r i c t  Court  8 _ _  ....................... 

Nor th  Carolina--Su e r i o r  Court9 ........... 3,992 10.584 32,129 30,979 11.734 96% 37% 1.150 11% 805 
D i s t r i c t  Court  B ....................... -_ 

Oregon--Circuit CpytlQ ................... 1.828 6.348 16.643 15.503 7.488 93% 45% 1.140 16% 91 0 
J u s t i c e  Court  _ _  ....................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court10 ...................... -- 

Delaware-Superior cour t7  ................. 41 7 1.417' 2.729 3.l86' 1.181j (-2361' - 1 7 d  654 ............... 1.130 7,411 7.394 1.147 100% 15% 17 2% 1,777 ........... 17.570 4.213 
Court  o f  Comnon Pleas8 _- 
J u s t i c e  o f  t he  Peace Court8 _ _  

~~~ ~ 

Alderman's Court8 _ _  ..................... 
L o u i s i a n a - - D i s t r i c t  cour t7  ................ 2.723 

Municipal  Court6 .................... _ _  City Court. Par ish  Court  and 
29.270 25.882 86% (3,3881 1,075 

Nebraska--0istr i  t Court7 ................. 1.125 3.632 3,563 98% (691 323 

Yest Virginia--Ma i r t r a t e  COurtll ......... 1,339 39.382 118,339 107.869 49,852 91% 42% 10,470 27% ' 8.838 

County Court  s ........................ -- 33.961 36,500 107% (-2.5391 3,019 

C i r c u i t  Court  B 

_- Municipal  Court) ...................... 
-- -- ...................... 

Municipal  c o u r t i t  ..................... 
(cont inued on next page) 
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TABLE 33: 
Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1979. (confinued) 

Note: A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data t h a t  are a t  l e a s t  904 Complete are entered i n  the table. 
o r  l e s s  than 90% c m p l e t e .  o r  t he  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr ia te.  

Blank spacer i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  the data were unavai lab le 

6 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t he  number o f  in format ions.  ind ic tments or complaints. 
7 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number of defendants on the  i n f o m a t i o n .  ind ic tment  or complaint .  
8 The c r i m i n a l  Care u n i t  o f  count i s  the number o f  charges. 
9 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of Count i s  i ncons is ten t  statewide. 

10 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number assigned a t  arraignment. 
11 The c r i m i n a l  case U n i t  o f  count i s  the number o f  warrants issued. 
12 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  unknown. 

i Incomplete s t a t e  data: 
Alaska--Superior Court-Disposed and pending data do no t  i nc lude  misdeneanors. 
Cal i forn ia- -Super ior  Court--One c o u r t  repor ted data f o r  on ly  the f i r s t  s i x  months o f  the r e p o r t i n g  period. 
Mich igan--Ci rcu i t  Court--Data were unavai lab le f o r  t he  cou r t s  i n  Arenac, Jackson and Wayne Counties. 
New Hampshire-Superior Cour t - -Disposi t ion data were unavai lab le from the  c o u r t  i n  S t r a f f o r d  County. 
Utah--Ci rcu i t  Court--Data were no t  repor ted by the Court  i n  American Fovk. 

Delaware-Superior Court-Disposed and pending data i nc lude  some c r im ina l  appeal cases. 
Kansas--Dis t r ic t  Cowt--Disposed and pending data i nc lude  some c r im ina l  appeal carer. 
M issour i - -C i r cu i t  Court--Figures i nc lude  municipal  appeals. 
Massachusetts--Distr iCt Court Department-Data i nc lude  OW1 cases. 
Pennsylvania--Court o f  C m o n  Pleas-Data i nc lude  c r im ina l  t r i a l  de novo f o r  appeal. 
Texas--County Court  a t  Law--Disposed and pending data inc lude c r im ina l  appeals. 
Utah--Ci r c u i  t Court--Data i nc lude  p r e l  iminary hearings. 

j Explanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  the  category:  

- -Juveni le Court--Fi led f i gu res  are t he  number o f  r e f e r r a l s .  I 

b’ 



113 
TABLE 34: 
Ordinance violation caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting ordinance violations caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed Number and percent change in pending. Filedper 100,000 adult population. 

Sta te  adu l t  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  I d i s -  
popul a t l o n  o f  f i l e d  pending posed1 per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Dlsposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t lon  
State and c o u r t  t i t l e  I "  Begin End End 100.000 

COEIPLETE STATE DATA 

Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r l s d l c t l o n :  

11 1 ino f  s--c{ r c u l  t Courts .................. 7,996 74.816 67.872 91 % (6.944) 936 
Iowa--District Court6 ..................... 2.080 48.352 75.919 75,801 48.425 100% 64% 73 1% 3.650 
Utah-City cour t6  ......................... 862 20,297' 2.3551 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbfa--Superior Court7 ..... 487 314 3.505 3.548 271 101% 6% -43 -14% 720 
Florida--County Court7 ................ 6.633 68.541 61.725 90% (6.816) 1,033 
Warhington--Municipal Court)':: ............ 2.829 49.238 1.740 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
H a v a f l - - D i s t r i c t  Court8 ................... 640 2.868 24,049 22,096 4.821 92% 20% 1.953 68% 3.758 

Not exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r l s d l c t l o n :  

California-STATE T TAL ................... 16,475 58.224 45.090 771 (13.1341 ...................... _- 53.401 41 ,187 77% (12.2141 ........................ _ _  4.823 3.903 81 % (9201 Justice c o w t  
Munlcipal  C o u p  9 353 

324 
29 

iNCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Louis iana-City Court. Par lsh  Court. 
Municipal  Cgurt  and Tra f f l c  Court  of 
New Orleans ........................ 2.723 _- ............. 

Louisiana-City Court. Par lsh  Court. 
Municipal  Cgurt  and Tra f f l c  Court  of 
New Orleans ........................ 2.723 93,058 73.283 794 (19.775) 3.417 

mayor's Court6 ........................ _- 93,058 73.283 794 (19.775) 3.417 

Michigan-District Court7 ................ 5.470 19.859~ 100.404' 97.893i 22,370~ mi 221l 2,5111 1 3 1 ~  1,5521 
C o m n  Pleas Co rt o f  D e t r o l t )  ........ -_ .......... ...... _ _  581 4.832 4,743 670 96% 141 89 15% 75 ..... _ _  125.056 68.543 44.073 149,526 641, 216% 24,470 201 1,059 
Municlpal  Court  Y 
Recorder's Court  o f  Det ro i t " :  1::. 

P e n n l y l V ~ n i ~ - - D l i t r i C t  J u s t i c e  0 w t 7  ..... 8.620 
P i t t s b u r g h  City Magistrates 7 .......... -- 258.223 217,117 

800 
84% 2.996 

(91  

Nebraska--County Coyrt6 ................... 1.125 8.263 8.235 100% (281 735 
Municipal  Court  ...................... _ _  

o te :  A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data t h a t  are a t  l e a s t  90% c m p l e t e  a re  entered i n  the  table. Blank spaces tnd i ca te  t h a t  e l t h e r  the  data were unava l lab le  
or l e s s  than 90% complete. o r  t h a t  the  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr iate.  

6 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number o f  i n f o m a t i o n s .  indictments OP c m p l a i n t s .  
7 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  the  number of defendants on t he  infonnat ion.  ind ic tment  or ccmpla.int. 
8 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number o f  charges. 
9 The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  i ncons is ten t  statewide. 
0 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  Count I s  the  number assigned a t  arraignment. 
2 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  O f  count i s  unknown. 

Data are incomplete: 
M i c h i g a n - - D i s t r i c t  Court--0ata were unava i lab le  from the  cour ts  i n  Barry. ECOiSe. Kentrood. L l v o n i a  and Newaygo. 
Utah--Circuit Court--Oata were unava i lab le  from the  c o u r t  l oca ted  i n  h r i c a n  Fork. 
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TABLE 35: 
Preliminary hearing caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony preliminary caseload. Disposed and end pending as 
a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filedper 700,000 adult population. 

Sta te  a d u l t  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  l d i s -  
popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed) pe r  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100,000 

CWPLETE STATE DATA 
Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

l o w a - - D i s t r i e t  cour t6  ................ 2.080 3.834 22.617 23,609 2,603 104% 12% -1.231 -32% 1.087 

M i s s o u r i - - C i r c u i t  Courtb::: 3.524 27.618 22.064 80% (5,554) 784 
................ ................ M a i n e - - D i s t r i c t  Court&:"" 779 2.745 2.713 99% (32) 352 

New Mexico--Magistrate Court6. ............. 836 8.843 1.058 
Rhode I s l a n d - - D i s t r i c t  Cou rt6... .......... 683 7.297 7.170 98% (127) 1,068 
South Carol ina--Hagistrate Courtb 2,026 1.102 16.205 15,947 1.360 98% 8% 258 23% 800 .......... 

Arizona--Just ices o f  t e Peace7 ............ 1,697 2,949 14.884 13.999 3.834 94% 26% 885 3m 877 

..... 487 264 7.010 7.080 194 101% 3% -70 -27% 1.439 
.................. 0 2,439 2,439 0 100% 0 124 

61 2 2.033 5.699 5,533 2.199 97% 39% 166 8% 931 

I Colorado--County Court  9 1.972 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia--Superi r Court? .............. Idaho--Magistrate 's D i v i  i o n  9 
Kentucky- -D is t r i c t  Court  3 .................. 2.485 23.496 21.149 909, (2,3471 946 

Nor th  Dakota--STATE TOTAL .................. 462 
County Court  w h increased 

J u r i s d i c t i o n  ..................... 
County J u s t i c e  Courtfb.. ............... _ _  _ _  i b  

1.385 1.253 

1.174 1.053 
21 1 200 

90% 

90% 
95% 

11321 300 

(121) 254 
(11) 46 

...................... 1301) 641 ..................... 36 6% 584 .................. (47)  57 
45% 

Alaska-STATE TOTAL.. 261 1.674 1,373 
D x t r i c t  ~ou r t6 . .  -_ 654 1.524 1.270 690 83% 

Magis t ra te 's  cou r t&  -- 150 103 69% 

California--STATE TOTAL .................... 16,475 
Ji i i ' t ice court7. _ _  
n u t i p a l  cou r t f  ....................... _- ....................... 

Ohio--STATE TOTA).. ........................ 7.645 4.611 
pgfy C O W t  ........................ _ _  338 
Municipal  Court): ...................... _ _  4,273 

Pennsy&vavania--STATE TOTAL.. ..... 8,620 
Pi&idelphia Municipal  Court?::: 1:: 1:: _ _  1.047 -- Dstrict J u s t i c e  Court7.. ............ 
Pi f t sbu rgh  city Magistrates? .......... -- 

4 Yashington--Distr ict  Court7 an 
Jd j t ice o f  t he  Peace Court  ............ 2.829 

106.061 91.673 
8.188 6.957 

97.873 84.716 

86% (14,388) 644 
85% (1.231 1 50 
87% (1  3,157) 594 

48,004 46,648 5.967 97% 12% 1.356 29% 628 
3,078 3.927 289 101% 6% -49 -14% 51 

44.126 42,721 5,678 97% 13% 1.405 33% 577 

108.259 (1,361 1 
12.895 11,790 1.655 91% 13% 608 56% 150 
96.822 88.869 92% (7.953) 1,123 

7,600 88 

9.876 349 

................. 10,023 16,088 16.573 9.538 103% 59% -485 -5% 
Superior Court8.. ...................... _ _  146 720 722 144 100% 20% -2 -1% 

Puecto Rico--STATE TOTAL.. _- 
o 7 F t r i c t  Court8.. ...................... _ _  9.877 15.368 15.851 9.394 103% 61% -483 -5% 

shire--STATE TOTAL ................. 634 
a c t  cour t9  -_ ....................... 
t i p a l  cour t3  ....................... _ _  

3.649 
3.547 

102 

576 
560 

16 

~~~~ 

INCWPLEE STATE DATA 

.................. 569 Oregon-Distr ict  ygurt10. 1.828 1.546 10.405 9.945 2,006 96% 19% 460 309, -- J u s t i c e  Court ........................ 
Nebraska--County Cou t 6  ................... 1,125 4.026 5.933 147% (-1 ,907 1 358 

Municipal  Court 5 ..................... _- 
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ote:  A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data t h a t  a re  a t  l e a s t  90% complete a re  i nc luded  i n  t h e  tab le.  Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  data were 
unavai lab le or l e s s  than 90% complete. o r  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr ia te.  

6 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number o f  Informations. indictments. o r  complaints. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of Count i s  the number o f  defendants on the i n fomaton ,  indictment, o r  c m p l a i n t .  

0 The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number o f  charges. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  n o t  cons i s ten t  s ta ieu ide.  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  the case number assigned t o  the in format ion.  indictment. o r  c m p l a i n t  a t  arraignment. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number o f  warrants issued. 1 
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TABLE 36: 
Criminal appeals caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State adult population within unit of Count groupings. Courts reporting criminal appeals caseload Disposed and end pending 
as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filedper 100,000 adult population. 

Sta te  a d u l t  As percent Change i n  F i l e d  l d i s -  
popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending posed1 per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Begin End End 100.000 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exc lus ive  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

................... Alaska--Superior Court6 261 155 59. 
Arkansas-Circui t  t o u r  1,542 2,961’ 5,005’ 5,186’ 2,78d 104%’ 56%’ - 1 8 d  -6sj 3255 

1,724 842 49 .................. 3.000 4,112 4,631 113% (-5191 137 

New Jersey--Superior Court6 ............... 5.332 654 2.784 2.699 739 97% 27% 85 13% 52 
Oklahoma--Oistrict cour t6  2,028 1,165 429 357 1,237 83% 288% 72 6% 21 

U t a h - - D i s t r i c t  Court6 ..................... 862 293 270 92% (231 34 

Ar i rona--Suoer ior  Court7 .................. 1.697 451 1.852 1.829 474 99% 26% 23 5% 109 

.................. ................... Kansas- -D is t r i c t  Court  g6 
Mary1 and--Cf r c u i  t Court6 

................. ............. Rhode Is land--Super ior  Court6 683 1.067 156 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Cal f fo rn ia - -Super io r  Couj-t7 ............... 16.475 

F l o r i d a - - C i r c u i t  CoJrt F ................... 6.633 
Delaware--Superior Cou t ................. 41 7 

2;349‘ 2;170i 
221 
827 664 

117911 

11631 

14’ 
53 
12 

.................... I d a h o - D i s t r i c t  Court7 61 2 59 91 52 98 57% 108% 39 66% 15 
Kentucky- -C i rcu i t  Court7 .................. 2.485 388 328 85% 1601 16 
Mich igan- -C i rcu i t  Court7 .................. 6.470 557‘ 568’ 508’ 617‘ 8 B i  109%’ 60 11%‘ 9 i  

Nebraska- -D is t r i c t  C o w t 7  ................. 1.125 1 .23g 1.147? 93%j l 9 O P  11$ 
Pennsylvania-- tourt  o f  c o y o n  pleas’ ...... 8,620 2,807’ 12,566’ 12.474’ 2 ,879 99%’ 23%’ 66’ 2%’ 146’ 
Washington--Superior Court  ............... 2,829 3.053 108 

............ New Hampshire--Superior Court9 634 2.706 3.642‘ 427 
Nor th  Carol ina--Super ior  Court9 ........... 3.992 7.310 24.462 23.608 8.164 97% 33% 854 12% 61 3 

Not e x c l u s l v e  cou r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Texas--County Court a t  Law and ........... Cons t i t u t i ona l  County cour t7  9.291 81.357 876 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

............ 4,253 20.715 487 -- 827 850 71 8 959 84% 113% 132 16% 20 -- ............. 
Nor th  DaKota--DiStriCt Court6 ............. 462 

Oou-t?. Court Y t h  Increased 
&P,k&CtlO” b ....................... -- 

49 47 104% 1-21 10 

Co lorado- -Ois t r i c t  c u r t  and Denver ..................... si$&ior c u r t  s 1,972 540 354 66% I1861 27 _ _  s co;K$ c o w t  ......................... 
Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data t h a t  are a t  l e a s t  90% complete a re  i n  the  Table. Blank spaces i nd i ca te  t h a t  e i t h e r  the  data were unava i lab le  or l e s s  

than 90% complete. or t h a t  the ca l cu la t i ons  were i nappropr ia te .  

6 The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  t he  number o f  infannat ions.  indictments.  o r  complaints. 
case u n i t  O f  count i s  t he  number o f  defendants on the  i n f o m a t i o n .  ind ic tment  o r  complaint .  
case u n i t  o f  Count i s  the  number o f  charges. 
case u n i t  o f  Count i s  i ncons is ten t  statewide. 
case u n i t  of Count i s  unknown. 

i Data are incomplete: 
Cal i fornia--Super ior  Court-One c o u r t  repor ted  data f o r  on l y  the  f i r s t  s i x  months o f  t he  repo r t i ng  per iod.  
New Hampshire--Superior Cour t - -0 ispos i t ion  data were miss ing  from S t r a f f o r d  County. 

Arkansas--Circuit Court--Figures inc lude some o r i g i n a l  misdemeanor cases. 
Nebraska--Distr ict  Court-Figures inc lude c i v i l  appeals. 
Pennsylvania--Court o f  Comnon Pleas--Data inc lude non-cr iminal  appeals. 

j Explanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  the  category: 
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Variat ions i n  cour t  organization and subject 
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

These tables d isp lay data f o r  the general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  t h a t  
repor t  manner-of-disposition data. 
the s tates are grouped according t o  the u n i t  used 
i n  counting cr iminal  cases. 

I n  Table 37 

Sources o f  data are found i n  the ind iv idua l  cour t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix B. 

Variat ions i n  de f in i t ions :  

Table 37 ind icates the various u n i t s  used i n  
counting cases from s ta te  t o  state. 
s ta tes repor t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  complete data t o  make 
between-state comparisons of the propor t ion o f  
t o t a l  caseload disposed by each manner o f  
d ispos i t ion.  

Only a few 

Appopr ia te  analyses: 

proport ions o f  cases disposed by each manner o f  
d ispos i t ion.  
between cour ts  t h a t  count cases i n  the same way 
(i.e., the same u n i t  o f  count). 

These f igures  can be compared 

L imi ta t ions  on use: 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the proport ions o f  cases 
by d i f f e r e n t  manners o f  d ispos i t ion  i s  a f fected by 
the method used f o r  counting cases i n  the court.  
Dismissals w i l l  make up a higher percentage of 
d ispos i t ions i n  those cour ts  t h a t  use a 
paper-based o r  charge-based count. 
comparisons between states and courts, be sure 
t h a t  they both use the same u n i t  o f  count. 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  a lso af fected by the order 
w i t h  which procedures are c a r r i e d  ou t  by the cour t  
and the prosecutor. 

- w i l l  be lower i n  cour ts  t h a t  screen cases before 
f i l i n g  them than i n  cour ts  t h a t  screen cases a f t e r  
they are f i l e d .  

I n  addit ion, care should be taken t o  ensure 
t h a t  a dismissal i n  one s ta te  means the same as a 
dismissal i n  another state. For example, some 
states may d i s t i n w i s h  between dismissals bv 

Before making 

The propor t ion o f  dismissals 

prosecutdrs and b i  judges, whi le  others may-treat 
them as the same. 
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TABLE 38: Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. 

i 

I" Var iat ions i n  court  organizat ion and subject  
mabter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Subject matter j u r i s d i c t i o n s  are v i s u a l l y  
qu i te  apparent i n  Tables 27 and 38, where the "+" 
symbols under the heading "Case type" ind icate 
what case types were reported f o r  each piece o f  

a l  data. These breakdowns were made t o  
i l i t a t e  comparative analysis among courts and 

case types. 
j u r i s d i t t i o n  courts are included. 

Sources o f  data: 

p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  I 1  and i n  Appendix B. 

Varlat ions i n  case c lass i f i ca t i ons  and de f i n i t i ons :  

Both general j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  

These are found i n  the ind iv idual  cou r t  

Both the case categories and the data 
i ed  i n  each case category vary from s ta te  
e. 
aed t o  the C S I M  case types on Table 27 i n  

d t r i a l  data f o r  cases they c lass i f y  as 
nd "equity." Overlap ex i s t s  between these 
i e s  and the C S I M  case types, which focus on 
-matter ra ther  than on the remedy sought. 

The categor ies "law" and "equi ty"  have 

0rde.r t o  accommodate those states t h a t  have 

Vari.ations i n  counting both cases and t r i a l s :  

Each o f  these tables has numerical 
r s c r i p t s  by each cou r t  name, i nd i ca t i ng  how 

ared among courts t h a t  do not count cases i n  
same way. 
The de f i n i t l ons  used by each cour t  t o  count 
1s are ind icated i n  the t h i r d  column i n  Tables 

cou r t  counts cases. Caseload cannot be 

?7 and 38. the second column i n  Table 42. 
Oomparisons can be made between courts t h a t  count 
C r i a l s  I n  the same way. 

Appropriate analyses: 

T r i a l s  as a percent o f  d isposi t ions.  Div id ing 
the number o f  t r i a l s  conducted by the t o t a l  number 
o f  cases disoosed o f  f o r  the a k r o o r i a t e  case t m e  
resu l t s  i n  the t r i a l  r a t e  f o r  t h a t c a s e  type foF' 
the court .  

Jury t r i a l s  as a percent o f  d isposi t ions.  
D iv id ing  the number of j u r y  t r i a l s  conductea by 
the t o t a l  number o f  cases disposed o f  f o r  the 
appropriate case type resu l t s  i n  the j u r y  t r i a l  
ra te  fo r  t h a t  case type fo r  the court. 

the number of j u r y  t r i a l s  by the t o t a l  number o f  
t r i a l s  conducted f o r  t h a t  case type resu l t s  i n  the 
propor t ion o f  t r i a l s  t h a t  are t r i a l s  by j u r y  f o r  
t h a t  case type f o r  the court. 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Jury t r i a l s  as a percent o f  t r i a l s .  D iv id ing  

Comparisons on these tables must be r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  the cour t  l eve l ,  and must be con t ro l l ed  fo r  
case type, u n i t  of count, and t r i a l  def in i t ions.  
State t o t a l s  have not  been computed i n  order t o  
avoid any temptation t o  compare "apples and 
oranges.'' 

Care should also be taken t o  compare only 
those courts t h a t  share s i m i l a r  ru les  regarding 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of j u r y  t r i a l s .  
some states make i t  more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a cr iminal  
defendant t o  waive a j u r y  t r i a l  than other 
states. S imi lar ly ,  i n  some states both pa r t i es  t o  
c i v i l  l i t i g a t i o n  must agree t o  a j u r y  t r i a l ,  whi le  
i n  other states one of the pa r t i es  can demand a 
j u r y  t r i a l .  

For example, 
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Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. 
State and court Criminal case types. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, number of trials, trials as a percent of 
dispositions, number of jury trials, juy trials as a percent of dispositions and of trials. 

Care Type 

s ta te .  CO"* 
T i t l e  and U n i t  
O f  count 

Jury  
T r i a l s  t r i a l s  Jury  
as a as a t r i a l s  

Jury1 Mmber o f  percent percent as a 
Nuntber o f  

YI S f  
!52 z 

G z . 5 :  z 
E = -  m 

percent 3 E .E'; '; 2 2 e t r i a l  d i s p o i i -  Number o f  - 0 - - a  VI urn E 2.c d e f i n i -  t i o n r  per  of d ispo- of jury  d i rpo-  o f  
2 z kc  O' 4" 2 ' Z t i o n  care type  t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  

I n f o m t i o n r ,  
indictments.  
o r  conp la in ts  

Alaska: 

Indiana: 

Super ior  Court ..................... + . . . . . .  A 751 
O i s t P i c t  Court ...................... + . . . . .  A i8.827J 

county c w r t  ........................ + . . . . .  A 36.9081 
Municipal  C w P t  of bar ion  County . . . .  t . . . . .  A 34,577 

127 17% 
9093' 5u 

4.1461 ii%i 
7,001 20% 

Iowa: 
D i s t r i c t  Court ..................... + . . .  t . .  C 15,098 

- + - - - - -  c 83,952 
- - - + - - -  C 75,801 

D i s t r i c t  Court ..................... + . . . . . .  C 10,255 

Superior Court ..................... + + . t . .  + F 5 , 1 7 a  

Kansas: 

- + - - + - -  c 16,669 
Haine: 

Maryland: 
C i r c u i t  Court ...................... + + . .  t . + A 36.64d 

New Jersey: 
Superior Court ..................... + . . . . . .  0 24,256 
County O i s t r i c t  Court ............... - . . . .  + G 4,265 
Municipal  Court ..................... + . t . .  + G 317,517 

D i s t r i c t  Court ..................... + + . .  + + + A 1,004 

D i s t r i c t  Court ..................... + . . . . . .  A 20,510 

North Dakota: 

Oklahoma: 

- + - - - - -  A 36,077 
- - - - + - -  A 357 

Oregon: 
C i P C Y i t  C O W t  ...................... + . . . . . .  C 15.503 
Municipal  Court ....................... + . . .  C 22.334i 

Magistrate Court .................... t + . . . .  A 530.65d 

C i r c u i t  Court ...................... + . . . . . .  C 2.6821 

South Carol ina:  

South Dakota: 

- + - - - - -  C 10.8941 

Utah: 
D i s t r i c t  Court ..................... + + . . . . .  C 2.225 
C i r c u i t  Court ....................... t + + . .  + C 25,197 

Vermont: 
SYperlor C O U r t  ..................... + + . . . . .  A 40 
O i i t r i c t  Court ..................... + + . . . .  t 8 18,088 

C i r c u i t  Court ...................... + . . . . . .  F 12,352 
- + - - - - -  F 23,878 
- - - - - - +  F 20.084 

D i s t r i c t  Court ..................... + . . . . . .  n 1,573 

Uisconsin:  

uyoming: 

Number o f  Oefendants 

A1 dbma : 

Arizona: 
C i r c u i t  Court ...................... + . . .  + . .  A 24,552 

Superior Court ..................... + . . . . . .  8 10.557 
- + - - - - -  R 777 _ _ _  
- - - - + - -  B 1,829 

+ 8 92 
C i t y  Magistrates Court .............. + . . . . .  B 56.096 

. . . . . .  

C a l i f o r n i a :  
Superior Court ..................... + + . . . . .  C 

- - - - + - -  C 
Jus t ice  Court ....................... + . . . . .  0 

- - + - . - -  8 
- - - + . - -  8 

Municipal  Court ..................... + . . . . .  F 
- - - + - - -  F 
- - + _ _ _ _  F 

49,217 
2.170 

46,072 

3,903 
494,489 
41,187 
84.716j 

6.5973' 

114 15% 90%. 
52ai 3u 58U 

599 6% 
645 4% 

6 6 3  1 3 u  

611 4% 35% 
332 <l% 7% 
45 <I% 1% 

463 4% 77% 
81 <I% 13% 

44a 67% 

i i ,882J,  3z r i  

2,812 12% 
473 11% 

2.656 1% 

179 18% 

1.5813' 4 u  i 3 J  

2,318 10% 82% __ _ _  -- _ _  _ _  _ _  
52 5% 29% 

1,966 10% 
4.121 11% 

183 51% 

1.905 12% 

104.73d 20u 

6691 6x1 

3.547i i6%i 

1601 6%i 

425 19% 
3,875 15% 

5 12% 
219 1% 

1,122 % 
920 4% 

2.337 1% 

324 21% 

279 12% 66% 
350 I% 9% 

1 2% 20% 
167 1% 76% 

522 4% 46% 
276 12% 30% 
125 12% 51 

11 5% 22% 

7.282 30% 

11 5% 
295 16% 

1 I% 
7,172 13% 

710 7% 

1,567 6% 22% 

635 6% 89% 
8 3% 73% 

18 I% 6% 
o m  a 

86 <1% 1% 

6,793 14% 
1,593 73% 
3,561 8% 
3.5023' 5 3 u  

123 3% 
11,951 2% 

879 2% 
44,535.i 53u 

4,472 9% 66% 

1 %  447 23j <iu 1% Tu 
1 4% 1% 

4.467 I% 37% 
11 <la 1% 

1193 <lU 7 u  

(cont inued on nex t  page) 
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TABLE 38: 
Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. (continued) 

State. Court 
T i t l e  and U n i t  
o f  Count 

Case Type 

Jury  
.A " T r i a l s  t r i a l s  Jury 

Jury/  hrnber of percent percent as a 
as a as a t r i a l s  E L T ,  O L  

.r 2 z m  2 n 

percent f 8 :!'E 'F X k -  L t r i a l  d i r p o s i -  Number o f  Number of 
0 " , % Z  x $ ' C  e d e f i n i -  t i o n i  per o f  d i i p o -  o f  j u r y  dispo- o f  
t z := H 2 G t: t i o n  care  type t r i a l s  r i t i o n r  t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  

Nuder of  lkfendantr  (cont inued) 

Colorado: 

Connecticut: 

Oelaware: 

O i s t r l C t  Of Col"n!bia: 

county court  ........................ + . . . . .  C 28,793 1.777 61 251 1% 14% 

Superior Court ..................... + t . . . . .  C 94,673 1,475 21 518 4% 35x 

super io r  C O U r t  ..................... + + . .  t . .  C 3.186 319 10% 269 8% 84% 

Superior Court ..................... + . . . . . .  A 3.960 575 14% 528 13% 92% 
- + - - - - -  A 13.090 478 4% 377 3% 79% 
- - - + - - -  A 3,548 137 4% 2 <11 1% 

C i r c u i t  Court ...................... + . . . . . .  C 91,148 4,174 51 2,761 3% 66% 
Countv Court ........................ t . + . . .  C 206.563 10.137 5% 2.106 1% 21x 

Flor ida :  

Havai i :- ...................... . . . . .  C i P C U i t  court  + + C 1.921 234 12% 198 10% 85% 
- - - - - - +  C 40 4 10% 0 0% 0% 

Idaho: 
D i s t r i c t  Court .................... + . . . . . .  C 2.681 1,936 7 2 1  

- + - - - - -  C 193 136 70% 
- - - - + - -  C 52 16 31% 

Magis t ra te 's  D i v i s i o n  
o f  D i s t r i c t  Court ................. + . . . . .  C 20,068 13,520 67% 

C 5,533 1.748 32% - - + - - - -  

I I  1 i n o i s  : 
C i K U i t  COUPt ...................... + . . . . . .  A 35.3121 3 . 7 8 ~ 1  i i r i  1.3481 4%i 36%i ... ,".. 

i . rcui t  Court ...................... + . . . . . .  C 28,6321 2,0521 711 1.5421 5%! 7511 
C 5081 15! 3%! 21 <I%! 13%: 

- - - - - - +  c 189,0341 5.6791 3%' 1,0251 d % 1  l8%1 
Municipal Court ....................... t . . .  C 4.743 327 7% IO <l% 3% 

+ C 1.173 4 1  3% 2 '1% 5% 

- - - - + - -  
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ + . . .  C 97,893! 7,096: 7%! 5081 <l%T 7%: 

. . . . . . .  
Eloqtana: 

D i s t r i c t  Court ..................... + + 2,756 222 6% 111 4% 50% . . . . .  

He*. 'fork: 

Ohio: 

Supreme burr and County Coupt.... + + . . . . .  A 33,508 3.488 10% 
D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  Court...... . + + . . . .  A 140.706 1,640 tl% 

court  o f  conwan Pleas .............. t . . . . . .  C 33,709 3,940 12% 
county Court ........................ t . . . . .  C 22,775 2,081 91 113 d x  5x 
HL:eicipal Court ..................... + . . . . .  C 254,634 13,687 5% 944 <11 7 1  

ciiort o f  Comon Pleas .............. + t . .  + . .  A 53.751 7,373 14% 2.726 5% 37% Philadelphia Municipal  Court ........ t . . . . .  A 34,1241 2,8381 8%i __ .- _ _  
O i s t r i c t  Jus t ice  CouPt A 412,727 49,870 12% _ _  _ _  _ _  

54% 2,132 6% 

Pennsylvania: 

.............. + + + . . .  
Texas: 

D t s t r i c t  Court and 
Criminal  D i s t r i c t  Court .......... + . . . . . .  C 75.231 3.967 5 J  2 . 9 7 a  4 U  7 5 J  

- + - - - - -  C 9.886 104 1% 7x '1% 7x 
Municipal Court ..................... + . . . . .  A 312,6081 78,3221 2511 7281 <1%i I%! 
&st ice  o f  t h e  Pesce Court .......... + . . . . .  A 273,052' 48.907' 18V 4771 < i i i  1%1 
&nty Court a t  LW, c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

County Court. and Probate Court.. ~ + - - + - - A 210.101 3,330 2% 1,266 1% 381 

W a q j  ngton: 
Saperior Court ..................... + . . .  + C 12,9561 2,790i 2 i%i  i .6igi  12% 58% . .  

k l a e r  of chargeslcountr  

Oel%"We. 
Court o f  C o m n  Pleas ............... t . . . . .  C 7.394 7,394 100% 50 1% 1% 

Gedrgia: 
Sdpdriar Court ..................... + . . . . . .  A 27.317 3.511 131 2.782 101 791 

- + - - - - -  A 15.842 894 6% 375 2% 42% 
S t a t e  Court and County Court ........ + . . . . .  A 67,505 3.191 5% 1,058 2% 33% 
Probate Court ....................... t . . . . .  3,943 85 <2% _ _  _ _  _ _  

Puerto R i m :  . . . . . .  451 171 A 9.897 2,628 27% ..................... Superior Court t 
- + - - - - -  A 9,042 2,295 25% 32 t l z  

V i r g i n i a :  
C i r c u i t  Uurt  + C 31,260 9,103 29% 2.182 7% 24% 

- + - - - - -  C 22,246 6,561 29% 702 3% 11% 
_ - - - - + -  E 330 86 26% 

...................... . . . . . .  
__ _ _  _ _  
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s ta te ,  cour t  
T i t l e  and U n i t  
o f  count 

Case Type 

Jury  
YI ! 

T r i a l s  t r i a l s  Jury 
c as a t r i a l s  k ?  C I I  2 m .r as a : . : : z  P Jury1 t h b e r  o f  percent percent as a 

2 E .- , - 0 t r i a l  d i s p o s i -  Number of Number o f  percent - " " B  2 Z k L ' O  4 Y  

C ?  0 

0 v - m  % $'C d e f i n i -  t i o n P  per Of d ispo- Of j u r y  dlSp0- Of 
t i o n  case type t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  

No cons is ten t  d e f i n i t i o n  

North Carol ina:  
Super ior  Court ..................... + . . . . . .  C 30.979 2.220 7% 

23.608 1.563 7% __ _ _  _ _  - - - - + - -  C 
D i s t r i c t  Court E 347,174 38,687 111 ........................... + 

Note: A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data are entered i n  the  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr ia te  c a l c u l a t i o n s  are included. Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data 
were unavai lable or  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappmpr ia te .  

-- = Not appl icable.  

+ = oats are given f o r  these care types. 

?Data a re  incomplete: 
I l l i n o i s - - C i r c u i t  Court-Tr ia ls i n  which defendants were found g u i l t y  o f  a reduced charge were not inc luded i n  t h e  data. 
Indiana--County Cowt--Oata do not inc lude redocketed c r i m i n a l  cares which represent  about 2% of the  m i i d m a n o r  d ispos i t ions .  
Ma ine- -D is t r i c t  Court--As a ~ e s ~ l t  Of t h e  imolenentat ion Of the  new r e o o r t i n a  wstem. data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the  second h a l f  Of 

.. ~ ~.~ ~~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~~~~ ~ ~ 

Murkegon County, S t .  Joseph's County, South Haven, and-Southfield. 
Oregon-Uun idpa l  Court--Only 129 Courts reported data. 
Pennsylvania--Philadelphia Municipal  Court--Data inc lude o n l y  those cases l i s t e d  as cr im ina l  i n  t h e  misdemeanor category. 
South Dakota--Oata f o r  a l l  cou r t s  do no t  inc lude data f o r  the  6.5 f u l l - t i m e  equ iva len t  Lay Magistrates o r  12.6 Lawyer Magistrates 

The misdemeanor cases a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  h i g h  grade. Class 1 cases which represent 8% Of the  t o t a l  

Texas-The Municipal Court reported 89% of t h e i r  m n t h l y  county reports.  and t h e  Jus t ice  o f  the  Peace Court 791. 
Washingtan--Superior Court--IncOmplete d i s p o s i t i o n  data Yere reported f o r  t h e  case categor ies marked fo r  One Court 10catiOn. 

P a r t i a l  reports were received from 3 M ~ i c i p a l i t i e s .  

O f  the  C i r c u i t  Court. 
m isdoeanor  di IpOsi t iOns. 

That 
court was ab le  t o  PePOPt d i s p o s i t i o n s  only fo r  cases f i l e d  dur ing  1979. 

jExp lanat ion  O f  data included i n  the  Category. 
A laska- -D iSt r i c t  Court-Oata inc lude misdemeanor t r a f f i c  cares, which C o w r i s e  approximately 33% of the  data. 
C a l i f o r n i a - -  Pre l im inary  hear ing  t r i a l  data exclude decis ions only re levant  t o  cares beinq bound over. 
Maine--Superior Court--Data a lso  inc lude t r a f f i c  cases. 
Maryland-Uther cases inc lude pos tconv ic t ion  remedy and sentence review cases. 
South Carolina--Data could n o t  be Separated from t r a f f i c  cases. 
Texas--The D i s t r i c t  Courts' j u r y  t r i a l  data inc lude d i r e c t e d  verd ic ts .  

T r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n s :  
A = A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  judgment, completion, v e r d i c t ,  o r  decis ion.  
B = A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  j u r y  s e l e c t i o n  begins ( f i r s t  j u r o r  i s  drawn). 
C - A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  jllry i s  sworn (impaneled). 
0 - A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness i s  sworn. 
E I A "on- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the  p o i n t  when an opening s t a t e r e n t  o r  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence OCCUPS. 
F - A  t r i a l  i s  counted when it has O f f i c i a l l y  begun. 
G i A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the  p o i n t  when an Opening statement o r  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  O f  any evidence occurs. 

H = A  t r i a l  i s  not  counted i n  the  same way throughout t h e  state.  

G u i l t y  Pleas a re  
no t  counted as t r i a l s .  
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TABLE 39: Traffic filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial 

courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  court  organization, subject matter 
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and case c lass i f i ca t i on :  

This tab le  breaks the gross t o t a l s  o f  Table 15 
i n t o  the broad case t r a f f i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  
Because o f  the va r ia t i ons  i n  cou r t  organization, 
subject matter j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and case 
c lass j f i ca t i on .  comparisons of general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts frm 
state t o  s ta te  are seldom appropriate. 

Lack of c m p l e t e  data [ l ess  than 9UZ complete 
from an ind iv idual  cour t )  i s  responsible f o r  the 
laege number of blanks i n  the " A l l  t r i a l  courts" 
columns on t h i s  table,  as wel l  as f o r  states 
missi'ng from the table. I n  order fo r  a s ta te t o  
be included i n  t h i s  table, i t  had t o  have complete 
f i l i n g  o r  d i spos i t i on  data from a l l  i t s  t r i a l  
courts. 

i n t o  speci f ic  case types do general ly separate 
caseload i n t o  c i v i l .  c r iminal ,  and j u v e n i l e  
cases. [Traf f ic  may be reported separately o r  i t  
may be lumped i n t o  cr iminal  caseload.) 

Courts t h a t  do not  break t h e i r  caseload down 

Sources of data are found on the i nd i v idua l  cour t  
pmf i t les  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix 8. 

Yakia*ions i n  counting cases do have an impact on 
t o t a T  caseloads. 
a t  the same beginning and ending point .  t o t a l  
casel'oad i s  not  comparable. 

If states are not  counting cases 

h p r o p r i a t e  analyses: 

Disposed as a percent o f  f i l e d .  This measure 
represents the percent of the number o f  f i l e d  
cases t h a t  the cour t  was able t o  dispose. 
percent i s  computed by d i v id ing  the number o f  
cases f i l e d  by the number disposed and then 
mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  disposed more 
cases than were f i l e d ,  thus reducing pending 
caseload. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  not  keeping up 
w i t h  the volume o f  cases being f i l e d .  

The 

A percent over one 

A percent s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ess  than one 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Although data have been broken down i n t o  
general and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts,  t h i s  has 
been done t o  provide a f l a v o r  f o r  the d i f f e r e n t  
workloads o f  the d i f f e r e n t  l eve l s  o f  t r i a l  
courts. I n t e r s t a t e  comparisons should be 
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a l l  t r i a l  cour ts '  f igures. 

states t h a t  handle t r a f f i c .  and i n  pa r t i cu la r ,  
parking cases d i f f e r e n t l y .  
parking cases i n  t h e i r  reported data, indicated by 
a footnote "s" should not  be compared t o  those 
t h a t  do not, indicated by a footnote "r.'* I n  
addi t ion,  states w i th  ne i ther  an "s" or "r" 
footnote should not  be compared w i t h  any other 
s ta te o r  themselves. For these states, we simply 
do not  know if they do, o r  do not  include parking 
cases. 

Also, comparisons should not  be made between 

Courts t h a t  include 



TABLE 39: 
Traffic filed and disposed in general jurisdiction. limited jurisdiction. and all trial courts. 1979 . 
State population . Disposed as a percent of filed . 
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General j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  L i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts A l l  t r i a l  Courts 
Olsposed Disposed OiSpoSed 

as a 
State 

Alabama .............. 
Alaska ............... 
Arizona .............. 
C a l i f o r n i a  ........... 
Connecticut ........... 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia .. 
F l o r i d a  .............. 
Guam ................. 
Hawaii ............... 
Idaho ................ 
Illinois ............. 
Indiana .............. 
Iowa ................. 
Kentucky ............. 
Louisiana ............ 
Maine ................ 
Maryland ............. 
Massachusetts ........ 
M i S S 0 " P i  ............. 
Nebraska .............. 
New Hampshire ........ 
New Jersey ........... 
New Mexico ........... 
North Carol ina ....... 
North Oakota ......... 
Oklahoma ............. 
Pennsylvania ......... 
Puerta R i m  .......... 
South Carol ina ....... 
South Oakota ......... 
Vermont .............. 
V i r g i n i a  ............. 

as a 
percent 

F i l e d  Disposed of f i l e d  F i l e d  Disposed 
NH NH _- 191.421r 185.403r 
NH NH .. 92.070 
NH NH _- 808;783 816. 983 
NH NH .. 15.781. 234s 13.038.773s 

3.307. 610 .. _- 

NH NH .. 207.546r zo4.893r 

.. .. 302. 868s 284.771 94% 

NH NH .. 171.982' 
.. 3.934.709s 3.165. 342s 

.. 796.227 787.465 
74.802 

126. 4 5 8 ~  

NH NH 
NH NH 
NH NH 

5oor 

97%' 
.. 
.. _- 
95u 
100% .. 

NH NH 
1,873.972 

53. 402 53.740 

NH NH 
918.037 886. 348 

447.736 .. .. 

as a 
percent 
o f  f i l e d  F i l e d  Oisposed 

92.070 
97%' 191. 42 i r  1 8 5 . 4 0 ~  

101% 808;783 816. 983 
8315 15,781.234s 13,038.773s 

.. 322.705' 328.459r 

921r 1.983. 283' 1.829.334' 
.. 39.924 32.386 

9 9 s  746.5755 735.606s 

.. 21.24Jr  25.8533' 

.. 3. 307.61OS __ 302. 868 284. 771 

.. 227. 007r 219.558r 

.. 123.194j 117.447j 

1.873,972 
101% 53.402 53.740 

447. 736 

_- 80.821 81. 032 
97% 918.037 386.348 

percent 
o f  f i l e d  

97ar 

1011 
8 3 P  

Note: State t o t a l s  w e ~ e  i nc luded i n  t h i s  t a b l e  only when a l l  Courts w i t h  t r a f f i c  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  State reported e i t h e r  complete f i l i n g s  
andlor d i s p o s i t i o n s  . Rlank Spacer i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  data Here unava i lab le  O r  Incomplete. OP t h e  CalCUlatlOnS Were i nappropr ia te  . 

NH e This case type i s  not handled i n  t h i s  cour t  . 
... Not app l icab le  . 
jExp lanat ion  Of data inc luded i n  the  category:  

South Dakota.. A l l  courts-Oata fa r  WI/OUI and other t r a f f i c  ape included i n  the  c l a s s  1 misdemeanor data i n  the  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  . 
O i s t r i c t  of Columbia.. A11 courts.. Data include new f i l i n g s  and r e i n s t a t e d  cases . 

rOata reported ape known t o  no t  inc lude park ing  cases . 
IOata peported a re  known t o  inc lude park ing  cases . 
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TABLE 40: DWI/DUI caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cou r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and subject 
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

Caseload i n  these tab les i s  from both general 

The cou r t  organization charts i n  P a r t  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts. 
DYls may be handled i n  d i f f e ren t  cour ts  from s ta te  
t o  state. 
11 should be consulted f o r  a b r i e f  summary of the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  each court .  

Sources of data: 

p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I1  and i n  Appendix B. 
These are found i n  the i nd i v idua l  cou r t  

Variat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

Both the case categories and the data 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  case categories vary from 
s ta te  t o  state. Because such problems e x i s t  f o r  
these and a l l  o ther  case categories, the case 
types used i n  t h i s  repo r t  are those chosen f o r  
i k l u s i o n  i n  the State Court Model Annual Report 
and State Court Model S t a t i s t i c a l  Dict ionary. 

Only states repo r t i ng  data tha t  could be 
displayed i n  the spec i f i c  case type are included 
i n  the tables, and then only i f  the data a re  a t  
l eas t  90% comolete. Manv courts do no t  break down 
data beyond <he broad c i i i l ,  cr iminal, t r a f f i c ,  
and j u v e n i l e  categories. 

i n  t h e i r  t r a f f i c  caseload, are no t  included i n  
t h i s  table. 

t h e i r  cr iminal  categories. Beginning w i t h  our 
1981 Annual Re o r t ,  we w i l l  a lso be i nc lud ing  
DMI/D&minal categoy.  

Parking v io la t ions,  which many states repo r t  

I n  addit ion, some states include DWI/DUI i n  

Appropriate analyses: 

Dis osed cases as ercent of f i l e d .  This 
measure'represents the'percent of the number o f  
f i l e d  cases o f  which the cou r t  was able t o  
dispose. 
number o f  cases f i l e d  by the number disposed o f  
and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. A percent 
over one hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  disposed 
of more cases than were f i l ed ,  thus reducing 
pending caseload. A percent s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ess  
than one hundred ind icates tha t  the cour t  i s  no t  
keeping up w i th  the volume o f  cases being f i l e d .  
This  measure was no t  computed i f  the number o f  
.cases f i l e d  was less  than ten o r  i f  the quant i ty  
of missing data ( ind icated by an "1" footnote) 
made i t  inappropriate. 

The percent i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the 

End pending cases as percent of f i l e d .  
f igure gives the percent o f  the number o f  f i l e d  
cases t h a t  were pending a t  the end o f  the year. 
This measure i s  computed by d i v id ing  the number o f  
cases pending a t  the end of the year by the number 
of cases f i l e d  and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one 

This 

hundred. A value of  one hundred p i r cen t  ind icates 
tha t  the number of cases pending a t  the end of the 
year was equal t o  the number o f  cases f i l e d  during 
the year. Assuming tha t  the number of 
d i spos i t i ons  i s  a c lose estimate of the number of 
f i l i n g s ,  t h i s  could be i n te rp re ted  t o  mean t h a t  i f  
the cou r t  received no new f i l i n g s  the fo l lowing 
year, i t  would take t h a t  whole year t o  e l iminate 
i t s  backlog. A value higher than one hundred 
percent ind icates a pending caseload la rge r  than 
cases f i led,  whi le  a value lower than one hundred 
percent ind icates a pending caseload smaller than 

the number o f  cases f i l ed .  We expect t h i s  number 
t o  be low fo r  case types such as t r a f f i c  t h a t  have 
r e l a t i v e l y  quick d i spos i t i on  times. This percent 
was no t  cmputed i f  the number of cases f i l e d  was 
less  than ten o r  i f  the quant i ty  o f  missing data 
( ind icated by an "1" footnote on the p r o f i l e s  i n  
Par t  11) made i t  inappropriate. 

Number change i n  pending cases. This number 
gives the ne t  increase o r  decrease i n  pending 
caseload f o r  the cou r t  year by subtract ing the 
number of cases pending a t  the beqinninq o f  the 
year from the number of cases pending a i  the end 
of the year. An a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h i s  ca lcu lat ion,  
subtracting the number disposed from the number 
f i l e d ,  was used when pending data were unavailable 
o r  incomplete. When t h i s  a l t e rna te  formula was 
used, the r e s u l t i n g  number was enclosed i n  
parentheses. A pos i t i ve  number ind icates t h a t  the 
pending caseload increased dur ing the year whi le  a 
negative number ind icates t h a t  the pending 
caseload was reduced i n  size. 
negative change i n  pending ind icates t h a t  the 
cou r t  i s  keeping the caseflow current, whi le  a 
l a rge  p o s i t i v e  change i n  pending would i nd i ca te  
t h a t  the cou r t  has no t  kept pace w i t h  i t s  f i l i n g s .  

Thus, a l a rge  

Percent change i n  pending cases. This 
percentage ind icates the change i n  pending cases 
r e l a t i v e  t o  the number of cases pending a t  the 
beginning of the year. It i s  obtained by d i v i d i n g  
the number change i n  pending caseload b y  the 
number o f  cases pending a t  the beginning of the 
year, and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. (This  
f i gu re  cannot be ca lcu lated i f  the a l te rna te  
formula described above was used t o  ca l cu la te  the 
number change i n  the pending caseload.) 
negative percent ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  reduced 
i t s  pending caseload s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  whi le  a h igh 
p o s i t i v e  percent ind icates t h a t  the pending 
caseload increased s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  This measure 
was no t  computed if the number o f  beginning 
pending cases was less than ten o r  if the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  the cou r t  changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
during the year. 

A h igh 

F i l e d  (disposed) per  100,000 population. The 
u n i t  of s ta te  populat ion used on a l l  cou r t  
caseload charts i s  100.000. This measure 
compensates fo r  var ia t ions i n  s ta te  populat ion and 
gives a more r e a l i s t i c  bas is  f o r  comparison o f  
caseloads among states of various sizes. 
nmber  of f i l i n g s  was no t  ava i l ab le  o r  was no t  
complete ( ind icated by an "i" footnote i n  the 
p ro f i l es  i n  Par t  11) bu t  the number of 
d ispos i t ions was avai lable. the number o f  cases 
disposed pe r  u n i t  of populat ion was entered i n  
t h i s  column i n  place o f  the number o f  cases f i l e d  
per  populat ion un i t ,  and the use of t h i s  
a l t e r n a t i v e  quant i ty  i s  ind icated by enclosing i t  
i n  parentheses. 
t r a f f i c  tab les represent the t o t a l  s ta te  
populat ion. I f  a l l  other fac to rs  (cour t  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  case d e f i n i t i o n .  e tc .  
the f i led-per-unit-of-populat ion s t a t i s t i c  w i l l  
permit d i r e c t  comparisons among states o f  the 
number o f  f i l e d  cases. 

I f  the 

Population f igures used i n  the 

are s imi lar ,  

L im i ta t i ons  on use: 

The u n i t  of count f o r  t r a f f i c  cases i s  no t  
included i n  t h i s  report .  Nevertheless, these 
cases are probably counted d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  many of 
these courts. Some cour ts  may repor t  data fo r  a l l  
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t r a f f i c  cases; others only f o r  contested cases. 
Canparisons should be made using only STATE TOTAL 
data o r  data from a cour t  tha t  has exclusive 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  over these types o f  cases. 
Comparisons should be avoided between ind iv idua l  
cour ts  t h a t  do not  have exclusive j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  
t h e i r  states. 

I t  should a lso be noted t h a t  large increases 
i n  the OW1 caseload may not  ind ica te  increased 
drunk d r i v i n g  but  may merely r e f l e c t  changes i n  
drunk d r i v i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  as wel l  as other law 
enforcment  po l i c ies .  

TABLE 40: 
DWI/DUI caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting DWlIDUl caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State k p a c s n t  m a n 9  I" 
POpVl  at lo" 01 i l l a d  wandlng F l l e d  p r  

State and court t l t l e  I" k l "  End End 100.000 
mWsmds m d l n g  F l l e d  Olrpored p n d l n g  Olspored pendlng N u n b e  P e c o n t  W u l D t l o n  

Horall-STATE MTAL ....................... 950 1.040 2.599 2,342 1.297 Sa1 501 257 251 214 
C l r c v l t  Cowt  ......................... - 9 u i a  I4 781 611 5 561 2 ........................ w1 252 241 271 D l s t r l c t  Cou.t - 

Idaho-STATE TOTAL ........................ 933 2.08s 8.253 7 . 8 ~ )  2.538 951 31 1 885 453 221 
o i r t r i c +  Court ........................ - 2 I5 13 4 a71 271 2 IW2 2 

883 Heglstrates D l v l r l o n  01 O l a t r l c t  Court - 2,083 8,238 7.787 2 . 5 ~  ws 311 

Kansar--Olrtrlct Court .................... 2.347 3,944 168 

Ohlo-STATE TOTAL 10.799 10.8~~ 6 a . m  65.271 l4,3= 9% 

1,031 2,576 2,324 1,283 901 

451 221 

New Mexico-Haglrtrate Court ............. 1,281 3.867 302 ......................... 211 3,565 331 637 
Covnty CoUrt .......................... - 1.066 10,600 1 0 . ~ ~ 1  1,279 981 I 2 1  213 201 98 
h " l s l p a l  Court ....................... - 9.767 38.2s 54.884 13.119 942 231 3,352 341  539 

C*lahmb-OlrtrICt C o U r t  .................. 2,970 7,4W 11.522 11.546 7,426 IW2 641 -24 - I 2  388 
South Csmllna-Jtaglrtrah, Court .......... 3,081 10.788 350 

C r l n l n a l  Court ........................ 4.533 3.398 75 

County Covrt and R c b a t s  Court ........ 13.887 46.868 86,158 85,509 47,517 991 551 649 I S  620 

Tennsrrss-Clrcul t  Court and 

Texas--County Court a t  Law. Constltutlonal 

Note: A l l  available data t h a t  we 901 or m a  c o v l a t s  w e  entered In  the table. Blank s p ~ c c s  lndlcate t h a t  e l t h e  the data .ere unnvallabls cc IeLs 
than 901 Eomlsts, cc t h a t  the  calcvlatlons w e  Inappropriate. 
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TABLE 41: Traffic disposition types for trial courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cour t  organizat ion and subject  
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

These tables display data f o r  the general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  t h a t  
repo r t  manner-of-disposition data. 
the states are grouped according t o  the u n i t  used 
i n  counting t r a f f i c  cases. 

I n  Table 41 

Sources o f  data are found i n  the i nd i v idua l  cour t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  11 and i n  Appendix 8. 

Variat ions i n  def in i t ions:  

Table 41 ind icates the various u n i t s  used i n  
counting cases from s ta te  t o  state. 
states repor t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  complete data t o  make 
between-state comparisons of the propor t ion of 
t o t a l  caseload disposed by each manner of 
d isposi t ion.  

Only a few 

4 p r o p r i a t e  analyses: 

Number and percent o f  t o t a l  d ispos i t ions f o r  
D iv id ing  the number each manner of d isposi t ion.  

of cases fo r  each manner of d i spos i t i on  by the 
t o t a l  number o f  s i m i l a r  cases resu l t s  i n  t h e  

proport ions o f  cases disposed by each manner o f  
disposi t ion.  These figures can be compared 
between courts t h a t  count cases i n  the same way 
(i.e., the same u n i t  o f  count). 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the proport ions o f  cases 
by d i f f e r e n t  manners o f  d i spos i t i on  i s  af fected by 
the method used fo r  counting cases i n  the court. 
Dismissals w i l l  make up a higher percentage of 
d ispos i t ions i n  those cour ts  t h a t  use a 
paper-based o r  charge-based count. Before making 
comparisons between states and courts, be sure 
t h a t  they both use the same u n i t  o f  count. 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  a lso af fected by the order 
w i th  which procedures are ca r r i ed  out  by the cou r t  
and the prosecutor. 
w i l l  be lower i n  courts t h a t  screen cases before 
f i l i n g  them than i n  courts t h a t  screen cases a f t e r  
they are f i l e d .  

I n  addi t ion,  care should be taken t o  ensure 
t h a t  a dismissal i n  one s ta te  means the same as a 
dismissal i n  another state.  
states may d i s t i ngu ish  between dismissals by 
prosecutors and by judges, whi le  others may t r e a t  
them as the same. 

The propor t ion of dismissals 

For example, sane 
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TABLE 41: 
Traffic disposition types for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting traffic disposition type data. Pleas, violations bureau, bail or bond forfeitures, total 
convictions, trial convictions, acquitted, nolle prosequi, and dismissed. Each disposition type as a percent of traffic 
dispositions. 

Ba i l  or bond 
Plea V io la t i ons  Bureau* f o r f e i t u r e  

AS AS AS 
Tota l  percent percent percent 

S t a t e  and cou r t  t i t l e  W a f  f i c Total o f  d i s -  of d i s -  o f  d i s -  
d i s p o s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  Number posed Number posed Number posed 

A Iaska - -D is t r i c t  Court ...................... 70,349ir 1 , 0 8 3 1 ~  g , m i r  14%i r  
Arizona-STATE TOTAL ........................ 816.983 32,326 

Jus t i ce  O f  t h e  Peace ...................... 266.595 8,851 
Municipal Court ........................... 550,388 23,475 

California--STATE TOTAL ..................... 13,308,773 202,6945 1,167.722s 9%S NH _ _  9,933,915s 75PS 
J u s t i c e  Court ............................. 493,8455 11,605s 65,7345 132s NH 
Munic ipa l  Court ........................... 12.544.928s 191.089S 1,109.988s 92s NH _ _  9,593,1895 7611 

_ _  340,726s 69% 

Colorado--County Court ...................... 159,205 8,087 3,168 2% 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia--Superior Court ........ 25.853r 436' 3 . 5 ~  1 4 % ~  NH _ _  5.4087 2 i x r  
Florida--County Court ....................... 369,3461r 34,051!' 200,0071r 541'r 13.4141r 4 1 i r  
Georgia-STATE TOTAL ........................ 420,144bi 4.252! NH _ _  

Superior Court ............................ 15.35661 397: 5.1441 3 3 ~ 1  NH _ _  
Probate Court ............................. 191.147bi 2.2561 4.8215 NH 

Hawaii --STATE TOTAL.. ....................... 735,6065 NH 
C i P C Y i t  COUPt  ............................. 86r zr 4r  517 NH _ _  
D i s t r i c t  Court ............................ 735.5205 NH -- 438,680s SOP 

Idaho-STATE TOTAL .......................... 219,774 10,976 
D i s t r i c t  Court ............................ 14 11 
magis t ra tes D iv i s ion  O f  D i s t r i c t  Court. ... 219,760 10.965 

l n d i a n a - 4 u n i c i p a l  Court O f  Marion County.. . 90.214 7,391 23,946 26% 
l w a - D f s t r i c t  Court ........................ 144.988. 12.583 
Kansas--Dis t r ic t  cou r t  260.4521r 4,974!r 206,2461~ 79%ir  

10,4321 68xi 
S ta te  Court and County Court. ............. 213.641b' 1,599! 68.500I 32x1 NH -- 137,3141 64%i _ _  

_ _  

...................... 40.18iir i 5 % i r  
Michfgan--STATE TOTAL ....................... 1,953,844!s 40,243:s 240,746is 12 r i s  955,971is w a i s  

D i S t r i C t  cou r t  ............................ i.920,0471~ 39.0841' 235,gigis 12gis 933,147is 49x is  
Municipal Court ........................... 33.797' 1,159' 4,8275 1425 22.8245 6715 

New Jersey-STATE TOTAL ..................... 
County D i s t r i c t  Court ..................... 
Munic ipa l  Court ........................... 

New Y o r k - - D i i t r i c t  Court and C i t y  Court..... 
North Caro l i na -D is t r i c t  Court .............. 
North Oakota--STATE TOTAL ................... 

County Court w i t h  Increased Ju r i sd i c t i on . .  
County Jus t i ce  Court.. .................... 
Munic ipa l  Court .......................... 

Ohio--STATE TOTAL ........................... 
County Court .............................. 
Uun ic fpa l  Court ........................... 

Oklahoma--Distr ict Court .................... 
Oregon-Muni c i  p a l  Court.. ................... 
Pennsylvania- -0 is t r ic t  Jus t i ce  Court ........ 
Puerto R ico - -O is t r i c t  Court ................. 
Texas-STATE TOTAL .......................... 

CoUntY Court a t  Law and Conr t i t u t fana l  
county CoUPt ............................ 

Munic ipa l  Court ........................... 
J u s t i c e  of the Peace Court ................ 

Utah--Ci rcu i t  Court... ...................... 
Vermont- -Dis t r ic t  Court ..................... 
WIsconsin--Clrcuit  Court .................... 

0 
0 
0 

38,058 
7,280~ 

393,944 12% 2,668,216 84% 

387,753 12% 2,617,681 84% 
216,303r 6 4 ~  NH _ _  

6 . 1 9 ~  i i 5 j  50,535 87% 

169.002 21% 
NH _ _  
NH _ _  
NH _. 
NH _ _  

85,5097 
2,320,86i!r 
1,043.3901 

355.498s 
81,032 
68,747 

23.460r 
3,075' 
20.385~ 
10.447 
25.229 

103.822, 
4,753' 

1.4617 

141.2031 

434 
7,730 

357,8151r 

7,3195 

NH -- 

313.009 88% 

Note: A l l  ava i l ab le  data ape entered i n  the t a b l e  and a l l  appropr ia te ca l cu la t i ons  are included. Blank spacer I n d i c a t e  t h a t  

NH - This  care type i s  no t  handled i n  t h i s  Court. 

e i t h e r  t h e  data were unavai lab le OP the C a I c u l a t i m s  were inappropr ia te.  

-- I Not appl icable.  

*V io la t i ons  Bureau d isposf t ions:  These cases were disposed by a Vio la t i ons  Bureau. usua l l y  w i t h  j u s t  the payrent Of a f ine.  
In  t h e  Texas Jus t i ce  o f  the Peace Court a& h c i p a l  Court these are c a l l e d  payment o f  f i n e  d i spoS i t i on r .  

b a r t l c u l a r  cou r t  or repo r t i ng  system ln format f  
m e  numbers of d i spos i t i ons  repor ted f r Ge%& Courts i n  count ing f i l i n g s  or t o t a l  d i spos i t i ons .  The t o t a l  

t h i s  t a b l e  a r e  d i f f w e n t  from thore'!emaded In t h e  r e s t  d i r D o s i t i o n  f i gu res  used here ape t h e  Sums Of the number 
of t h i s  repor t .  Georgia def ines a case f i f e r e n t l y  when 
count ing types of  d fspos i t i on r  than i t  dg(r when 

of carer  given under each t ype  Of d i r p o s i t i o n .  

I 
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T r i a l  conv ic t ion  Total  conv ic t ion  A c q u i t t a l  No l le  prosequi Dismissal 
AS AS AS AS As AS 

percent percent percent percent percent percent 
o f  d i s -  o f  o f  d i s -  of d i s -  o f  d i s -  o f  d i s -  

Number posed t r i a l s  Number posed Number posed Number posed Number posed 
5 5 i i r  i i i r  51%ir 10,476ir 15zir  w i j r  i g i j r  

152,967s 1V 7 5 P  11.254.604s 8 4 V  1,677,288s 1 3 P  
8.5305 Z I S  7415 414,9905 84x5 65,369s 13%' 

144,437' 1 P  751' 9,737.626s 78%5 1.611.919~ 13%' 

102,242, 3% 
1.559J Bd 

~~ 

i oa ta  a re  incomplete: 
Alaska-The f igures  given inc lude on ly  "other t r a f f i c "  

Floridd-Oata are given f o r  c r i m i n a l  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  

Georgia--Superior Court--Data are given on ly  f o r  cases 

Puerto Rim--The t o t a l  t r i a l s  f igure  was estimated by 

Texar--Hunicipal Court data are based on an e igh ty -n ine  
cases .  adding the  t r i a l  conv ic t ions  and t r i a l  a c q u i t t a l s .  

only.  h i s  Court a lso  handles c i v i l  t r a f f i c  percent r e p o r t i n g  rate.  Jus t ice  o f  the  Peace Courts 
v i o l a t i o n s ,  but they m y  not be resolved by t r i a l .  

f i l e d  on or a f t e r  Ju ly ' l .  1970. AlaSka--ACqUittalS inc lude s o w  dismissals.  

submitted seventy-nine percent o f  a l l  poss ib le  reports.  
3Explanation o f  data included i n  the category: 

--State Cowt--Figures do not inc lude DeKalb 
County. category. 

KanSaS-Oata do not  i nc lude Juven i le  t r a f f i c  cases. 
HiCh igan- -Oi r t r i c t  Court--No data were a v a i l a b l e  f rom f i v e  

Ceorgia--Nolle prosequi are i nc luded i n  t h e  dismissals 

New Jersey--State Court--Pleas inc lude some conv ic t ions ;  
d ismissals inc lude some acqu i t ta ls .  

loCatiO"s. W d t a  reported are known t o  no t  inc lude park ing  cases. 
SData reported a r e  known t o  inc lude park ing  cases. 
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TABLE 42: Traffic jury and non-juty trial dispositions, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cou r t  organizat ion and subject  
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Subject matter j u r i s d i c t i o n s  are v i s u a l l y  
q u i t e  apparent i n  Tables 27 and 38, where the "+" 
symbols under the heading "Case type" i nd i ca te  
what case types were reported f o r  each piece o f  
t r i a l  data. These breakdowns were made t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  comparative analysis among cour ts  and 
case types. I n  t h i s  table, however, data include 
a l l  ava i lab le t r a f f i c  data. 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  are 
included. 

Sources o f  data: 

p r o f i l e s  i n  Part  I1 and i n  Appendix 8. 

Vaniations i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  and d e f i n i t i o n s :  

c l a s s i f i e d  i n  each case category vary from sta te  
t o  state. 

Var iat ions i n  counting both cases and t r i a l s :  

superscripts by each cou r t  name, i nd i ca t i ng  how 
th%t cour t  counts cases. Caseload cannot be 
compared among cou r t s  t h a t  do not  count cases i n  
the same way. 

The d e f i n i t i o n s  used by each cou r t  t o  count 
t r i a l s  are ind icated i n  the t h i r d  column i n  Tables 
27 and 38, the second column i n  Table 42. 
Cqpar isons can be made between courts t h a t  count 
t r i a l s  i n  the same way. 

Both general 

These are found i n  the ind iv idual  cou r t  

Both the case categories and the data 

Each of these tab les has numerical 

Appropriate analyses: 

T r i a l s  as a percent o f  d isposi t ions.  Div id ing 
the number of t r i a l s  conducted by the t o t a l  number 
of cases disposed o f  f o r  the appropr iate case type 
resu l t s  i n  the t r i a l  ra te  f o r  t h a t  case type fo r  
the court. 

Ju r  t r i a l s  as a ercent of d i s  os i t ions.  
D i v i d i n i  the number 0: j u r y  t r i a l s  :onducted by 
the t o t a l  number of cases disposed o f  f o r  the 
appropriate case type resu l t s  i n  the j u r y  t r i a l  
ra te  f o r  t h a t  case type f o r  the court. 

Jury t r i a l s  as a percent of t r i a l s .  D iv id ing  
the number o f  j u r y  t r i a l s  by the t o t a l  number of 
t r i a l s  conducted f o r  t h a t  case type resu l t s  i n  the 
propor t ion o f  t r i a l s  t h a t  are t r i a l s  by j u r y  f o r  
t h a t  case type f o r  the court. 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

t o  the cou r t  l eve l ,  and must be con t ro l l ed  fo r  
case type, u n i t  o f  count, and t r i a l  def in i t ions.  
State t o t a l s  have no t  been computed i n  order t o  
avoid a y  temptation t o  compare "apples and 
oranges. 

Care should also be taken t o  compare only 
those courts t h a t  share s i m i l a r  ru les  regarding 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  j u r y  t r i a l s .  
some states make i t  more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a cr iminal  
defendant t o  waive a j u r y  t r i a l  than other 
states. S imi lar ly ,  i n  some states both pa r t i es  t o  
c i v i l  l i t i g a t i o n  must agree t o  a j u r y  t r i a l ,  whi le  
i n  other states one of the pa r t i es  can demand a 
j u r y  t r i a l .  

Comparisons on these tables must be r e s t r i c t e d  

For example, 



TABLE 42: 
Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1979. 
State and court Jurv trial definition. Number of disDosifions and trials. Trials as a Dement of dis~ositions. 
Numbers ofjury triis, jury trials as a percent of diipositions and trials, 

Jury1 

d e f i n i -  d ispos i -  
t i o n  t i o n s  

State, and cour t  t i t l e  t r i a l  Number of 
T r i a l s  as 

Number a percent 
O f  O f  d ispo- 

t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  

Jury Jury 
t r i a l s  as t r i a l s  

Number a percent as a per- 
Of j u r y  of dispo- cent o f  
t r i a l s  s i t i o n s  t r i a l s  

Alaska: 
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ A 70.3491 

Arizona: 
Just ices o f  t h e  Peace ................ B 266,595 
City Magistrates ..................... B 550.388 

c a l  i f o r n i i :  
J u s t i c e  Court ......................... 8 493.845 
Municipal  C o w t  ....................... F 12.544.928 

lorado: 

County Court .......................... C 369,346 

1.083: 2 1  

8.851 3% 
23.475 4% 

11,605 22 
191,089 2% 

8.087 5% 

436 2% 

34,051 92 

177 <I1 2 1  
873 <I% 42 

909 <11 8 1  
3.362 4% 2 1  

834 <I% 10% 

42 < l% IO?. 

1,951 <I1 6 1  

Super ior Court ........................ A 15,356 
Probate Court ......................... A 191.147 
State Court and County hwt .......... A 213,641 

Hdwaii: 
C i r c u i t  Court ......................... C 86 

397 22 
2.256 11 
1,599 1% 

2 2% 

196 11 491 

408 < l% 251 
_ _  _ _  -_ 
2 2% 100% 

Idaho: 
O i S t r i c t  Court .... ; ................... C 14 
Mag is t ra te 's  

D iv is ion .  ........................... C 219.760 
Indiana: 

Municipal  Court of 
Marion County ....................... A 90,214 

D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ C 144.988 
Iowa: 

Kansas: 

Michigan: 

New York: 

D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ C 260.4521 

D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ C 1,920,047 
Municipal  Court ....................... C 33.797 

D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  Court ......... A 337.782 

D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ E 787.465 
North Carol ina:  

Ohio: 
\ county Court .......................... c 146,638 

Municipal  Court ....................... C 1.223.954 

D i s t r i c t  Court ....................... A 188,298 
Okl ahom: 

Oregon: 
Municipal  Court ...................... C 182,8541 

Pennsyl "ani a: 
D i s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  h u r t  ................ A 1.640.507 

Texas: 
Municipal  Court ....................... A 2,320,841jj 
Jus t ice  o f  t h e  Peace Court ............ A 1,043,3901 
Texas County Court a t  Law, 

Const i tu t iona l  County Court ......... A 85.509ij 

C i r c u i t  C w P t  ......................... C 355.498 
Utah: 

Vermont: 

W i  rconsi  n: 
D i s t r i c t  Court ........................ A 81.032 

C i r c u i t  Court ......................... F 68.747 

11 182 

10,976 5% 

7,391 8% -- _- -- 
12.583 92 242 <I% 2% 

4.9741 2% 45i 4 i z i  
39,084 

1.159 
2.010i 

11 
511 
11 

7,280 22 

38.058 5 1  _ _  _ _  _ _  
3,075 2% 176 < lZ  62 

20.385 2% 752 <IZ 42 

10.447 6 1  

25.2291 i4%1 
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TABLE 42: 
Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1979. (continued) 

Note: A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data are entered i n  t h e  t a b l e  and a l l  appropr ia te  c a l c u l a t i o n s  a r e  included. B l a n k  spaces 

-- - Mt appl icable.  

{Data are incomplete: 
A laska- -D is t r i c t  COUrt--Data on ly  inc lude o ther  t r a f f i c ,  a category Mhich represents 92 percent of the  t r a f f i c  

f i l i n g s .  
Kansas--Data do no t  inc lude j u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  cases. 
Mich igan- -D is t r i c t  toul.t--Data *ere not given f o r  f i v e  loca t ions .  
Oregan--Gnly p a r t i a l  r e p o r t s  were received from 3 m n i c i p a l i t i e r .  
Texas-The Municipal  Court reported 89% O f  t h e i r  monthly reports.  w h i l e  t h e  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Peace Court reported 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data were unava i lab le  o r  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr iate.  

791. 

jExp lanat ion  o f  data included i n  the  category: 
Teras--Municipal Court--Does no t  inc lude park ing  violations.--The County Court o f  Law. C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County 

Court. and Probate Court are the  on ly  c o u r t s  i n  the  s t a t e  t h a t  handle DYI/DUI cases. 

T r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n s :  
A - A  t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  judgment. completion, verd ic t ,  or decis ion. 
B = A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  s e l e c t i o n  begins ( f i r s t  j u r o r  i s  drawn). 
C = A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted *hen the  j u r y  i s  sworn (impaneled). 
D - A  non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted when the  f i r s t  wi tness i s  sworn. 
E - A  non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the  p a i n t  when an opening statement or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 
F = A t r i a l  i s  counted when it has o f f i c i a l l y  begun. 



136 
TABLE 43: Juvenile filed and disposed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all 

trial courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cour t  organization. subject  matter 
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and case Class i f icat ion:  

This tab le  breaks the gross t o t a l s  of Table 15  
i n t o  the broad case juven i l e  c lass i f i ca t i on .  
Because of the va r ia t i ons  i n  cou r t  organization, 

t matter j u r i s d i c t i o n .  and case 
f lcat ion. '  comparisons o f  general 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts from 
s ta te  t o  s ta te  ape seldom appropriate. 

Lack of complete data ( l ess  than 90% complete 
ind iv idual  cour t )  i s  responsible fo r  the 

umber o f  blanks i n  the "All t r i a l  cour ts"  
on t h i s  table, as we l l  as f o r  states 
from the table.  I n  order f o r  a s ta te  t o  

uded i n  t h i s  table,  i t  had t o  have complete 
o r  d i spos i t i on  data from a l l  i t s  t r i a l  

r t s  t h a t  do not  break t h e i r  caseload down 
e c i f i c  case types do general ly separate 
d i n t o  c i v i l ,  cr iminal ,  and juven i l e  

( T r a f f i c  may be reported separately o r  i t  
e lumped i n t o  cr iminal  caseload.) 

S~o.um.es of  data are found on the  Ind iv idual  cou r t  
pxo$iWs i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix 8. 

.. Vaci.a.ttJons i n  counting cases do have an impact on 
CoriWc'aseloads. I f  states are not  counting cases 

a t  the same beginning and ending point ,  t o t a l  
caseload i s  no t  comparable. 

Appropriate analyses: 

represents the percent of the number o f  f i l e d  
cases t h a t  the cour t  was able t o  dispose. 
percent i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the number of 
cases f i l e d  by the number disposed and then 
mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  disposed more 
cases than were f i l ed ,  thus reducing pending 
caseload. 
hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  no t  keeping up 
w i t h  the volume o f  cases being f i l e d .  

Disposed as a per tent  of f i l e d .  This measure 

The 

A percent over one 

A percent s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less than one 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Comparisons can be made between cour ts  t h a t  
count cases i n  the same w a y .  
counting j uven i l e  casc!s has the greatest  inf luence 
over data reported. 

Although data have been broken down i n t o  
general and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts,  th is  has 
been done t o  provide a f l a v o r  f o r  the d i f f e r e n t  
workloads o f  the d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  t r i a l  
courts. I n te rs ta te  comparisons should be 
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a l l  t r i a l  cour ts '  f igures.  

The method o f  



TABLE 43: 
Juvenile filed and disposed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1979. 
State juvenile population. Disposed as a percent of filed. 

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  L imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ‘courts A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  
Disposed Disposed 01 spared 

as a as a *I a 

F i l e d  Disposed of f i l e d  F i l e d  Disposed o f  f i l e d  F i l e d  Disposed O f  f i l e d  
State percent percent percent 

Alabama ........... 21.025 20,138 96% 21.746 20.334 941 42.771 40.472 95% 
Alaska ............ 1,352 1.085 80% NH NH _ _  1.352 1.085 80% 
Arkansas .......... NH NH _ _  11,786 11,786 
Colorado .......... 17,631 16.472 93% NH NH _ _  17.631 16.472 93z 
Connect icut  ....... 16,741 17,168 103% mi MI __ 16,741 17.168 103% 

Delaware .......... NH MI __ 8,179 8,179 
D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia ......... 6.052 5.623 93% _ _  _ _  _ _  6.052 5.623 93% 

F l o r i d a  ........... 83,062 75.585 91% NH NH _ _  83.062 75.585 91% 
Guam .............. 476 254 53z -- _- _ _  476 254 53% 
Hawaii ............ 8.259 7.946 96% NH NH _ _  8.259 7.946 96% 

Idaho ............. 
I1 1 i n o i s  .......... 
Indiana ........... 
Iowa .............. 
Kansas ............ 

8.003 7,702 
30,326 29.679 

5.236 6,405 
19.459 17.881 

30,110 

Kentucky .......... NH NH 
Louis iana ......... NH NH 
Maine ............. NH NH 
Maryland .......... 23.352 21.126 
Massachusetts ..... 48.766 

Missour i  .......... 17,293 16,102 
Montana ........... 1.219 876 
Nebraska .......... NH NH 
New Hampshire ..... NH NH 
New Jersey ........ NH NH 

_ _  _ _  98% 
92% 1,392 1.145 

122% -_ -- 
NH NH 

_ _  35,828i 28,7lFd _ _  40,991 _ _  3.867 3,642 
90% 1,980 2.213 

NH NH 

... 
72% NH NH _ _  4.979 _ _  6.988 _ _  108.665 108.514 

8,003 7.702 
30;326 29.679 
20.851 19.026 
5,236 6.405 
30.110 

96% 
98% 
91’1 
122z 

80% 

94% 
112% _- 

35.82Fd 28.71Fd 
40.991 
3.867 3,642 

25.332 23.339 
48.766 

100% 

80J 

94% 
92% 

93% 
72% 

100% 

New Mexico ........ 4,159 3,644 88% NH NH _ _  4.159 3.644 88% 
North Carol ina .... NH NH _ _  21,207 23.054 109% 21.207 23.054 109% 
North Dakota ...... 5,810 6.756 1161 NH NH -_ 5.810 6.756 116% 
Ohio .............. 209.985 208.313 99% NH NH -_ 209,985 208,313 9% 
Oklahoma .......... 8.156 9,488 116% NH NH __ 8.156 9,488 116Z 

Oregon ............ 15.573 94 15.667 
Pennsylvania ...... 39,685 38,943 98% NH NH _ _  39.685 38.943 98% 
Puerto Rico ....... 5,858 5,509 94% NH NH _ _  5.858 5.509 94% 
Rhode I s l a n d  ...... NH NH _ _  8,157 8.157 ...... -_ 5.350 South Dakota 5,350 -_ _ _  
Teras ............. 11.385 11.283 99% 1.453 1.436 99% 12.838 12.719 99% 
Utah .............. NH NH _ _  25;516j 25;516I 
Vermont ........... 1.099 1.154 105% NH NH __ 1.099 1.154 105% 
V i r g i n i a  .......... NH NH _ _  131.363 123.925 94z 131.363 123,925 94% 
Washington ........ 20.836 16.646 80% NH NH _ _  20,836 16.646 80Z 
U e i t  V i r g i n i a  ..... 6.995 6,291 90% NH NH -- 6,995 6.291 90% 
Wyoming ........... 1,022 NH NH _ _  1.022 

Note: S ta te  t o t a l s  were included i n  t h i s  t a b l e  on ly  when a l l  cour ts  w i t h  j u v e n i l e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  s t a t e  reported 
e i t h e r  complete f i l i n g s  and/or d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were inappropr iate.  

NH - This Case type i s  not handled i n  t h i s  court. 

-- = Not  app l i cab le .  

Blank spaces i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  data were unava i lab le  o r  incomplete. o r  

j c x p l a n a t i o n  o f  data included i n  the  category:  
Kentucky--A!l courts--  Juvenile data i n c l u d e  delinquency. s ta tus .  dependency. neglect ,  needy, and abuse cases, as well 

(nah--Limited j u r i s d i c t i o n - F i l e d  f i g u r e s  are  t h e  number o f  r e f e r r a l s .  

as p a t e r n i t y  and adu l t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  KRS 530.060-.a70 (endangering t h e  we l fa re  o f  o r  unlawful  t ransac t ions  wi th a 
minor) .  
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TABLE 44: Criminal-type offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 45: Status offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE46: Non-offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

Variat ions i n  cou r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and subject  
master- j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Caseload i n  these tab les i s  from both general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts, and 
represents the t o t a l  caseload reported f o r  each 
case type from each state. 
be h'afdled i n  d i f f e r e n t  courts from s ta te  t o  
stSYe. The c o u r t  organizat ion char ts  i n  Par t  I 1  
sh'o@,g be consulted f o r  a b r i e f  s m a r y  o f  the 
j uWsd ic t i on  o f  each court .  

Sources of data: 

The same case type may 

These are found i n  the ind iv idual  cou r t  
p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  I 1  and i n  Appendix B. 

Variat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

Both the case categories and the data 

Because such problems e x i s t  f o r  these and a l l  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n  the case categories vary from 
state t o  state. 

other case categories, the case types used i n  t h i s  
repor t  are those chosen f o r  i nc lus ion  i n  the State 
Court Model Annual Report and State Court M o r  
S ta tds t i ca l  Dict ionary.  

Only s ta tes repor t ing data t h a t  could be 
displayed i n  the speci f ic  case type are included 
i n  the tables,  and then only i f  the data are a t  
l e a s t  90% complete. 
down beyond the broad c i v i l ,  cr iminal ,  t r a f f i c ,  
and j u v e n i l e  categories. 

The volume of j u v e n i l e  cases cannot be 
compared across a l l  s ta te  courts because the 
s tatutory  age when a j uven i l e  becomes an a d u l t  
var ies from s ta te  t o  state. 
a f f e c t s  the volume o f  both j uven i l e  f i l i n g s  and 
adu l t  cr iminal  f i l i n g s .  

Appropriate analyses: 

Many cour ts  do no t  break data 

This va r ia t i on  

Disposed cases as percent of f i l e d .  
measure represents the percent o f  the number o f  
f i l e d  cases o f  which the cou r t  was able t o  
dispose. 
number of cases f i l e d  by the number diSDOSed o f  

This 

The percent i s  computed by d i v id ing  the 

and then mu1 t i p l y i n g  b y  one hundred. 
over one hundred ind icates t h a t  the cour t  disposed 
of more cases than were f i l e d ,  thus reducing 
pending caseload. 
than one hundred ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  i s  not 
keeping up with the v o l m  o f  cases being f i l e d .  
This measure was not  computed if the number of 
cases f i l e d  was l e s s  than ten o r  i f  the quant i ty  
o f  missing data ( ind icated by an "1" footnote) 
made i t  inappropriate. 

A. percent 

A percent s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ess  

End pending cases as percent of f i led.  
f igure gives the percent o f  the number o f  f i l e d  

This 

ca ies t h a t  were pending a t  the end o f  the year. 
This lneasure i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the number of 
cases pending a t  the end o f  the year by the number 
o f  cases f i l e d  and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one 
hundred. A value o f  one hundred percent ind icates 
t h a t  the number of cases pending a t  the end of the 
year was equal t o  the number o f  cases f i l e d  dur ing 
the year. A value higher than one hundred percent 
indicates a pending caseload l a r g e r  than cases 
f i led,  wh i l e  a value lower than one hundred 
percent ind icates a pending caseload smaller than 
the number of cases f i led.  
cmputed i f  the number o f  cases f i l e d  was less  

This percent was not  

than ten o r  i f  the quant i ty  o f  missing data 
( ind icated by an "I" footnote i n  the p r o f i l e s  i n  
Part  11) made i t  inappropriate. 

Number change i n  pending cases. This number 
s ives the net  increase o r  decrease i n  uendins 
caseload f o r  the cour t  year by subtract ing the 
number o f  cases pending a t  the beginning o f  the 
year from the number o f  cases pending a t  the end 
of the year. An a l te rna t i ve  t o  t h i s  ca lcu lat ion,  
subtract ing the number disposed o f  from the number 
f i l e d ,  was used when pending data were unavailable 
o r  incomplete. When t h i s  a l t e rna te  formula was 
used, the resu l t i ng  number was enclosed i n  
parentheses. A p o s i t i v e  number ind icates t h a t  the 
pending caseload increased dur ing the year whi le a 
negative number ind icates t h a t  the pending 
caseload was reduced i n  size. 
negative change i n  pending ind icates t h a t  the 
cou r t  i s  keeping the caseflow current, whi le a 
large pos i t i ve  change i n  pending ind icates t h a t  
the cou r t  has no t  kept pace w i th  i t s  f i l i n g s .  

Thus, a large 

Percent change i n  pending cases. This 
percentage ind icates the change i n  pending cases 
r e l a t i v e  t o  the number o f  cases pending a t  the 
beginning of the year, and i s  obtained by d i v id ing  

Percent change i n  pending cases. This 
percentage ind icates the change i n  pending cases 
r e l a t i v e  t o  the number o f  cases pending a t  the 
beginning o f  the year, and i s  obtained by d i v id ing  
the number change i n  pending caseload b y  the 
number o f  cases pending a t  the beginning o f  the 
year and then mu l t i p l y ing  by one hundred. 
f i gu re  cannot be ca lcu lated i f  the a l te rna t i ve  
formula described above was used t o  ca l cu la te  the 
number change i n  the pending caseload.) A high 
negative percent ind icates t h a t  the cou r t  reduced 
i t s  pending caseload s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  whi le  a high 
pos i t i ve  percent ind icates t h a t  the pending 
caseload increased s ign i f i can t l y .  This measure 
was not computed if the number of beginning 
pending cases was less  than ten o r  if the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the cou r t  changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
dur ing the year. 

(This 

F i l e d  (disposed) per 100.000 population. The 
u n i t  o f  s ta te populat ion used on a l l  cou r t  
caseflow charts i s  100.000. 
compensates fo r  va r ia t i ons  i n  s ta te  populat ion and 

This measure 

gives a more r e a l i s t i c  basis f o r  comparison of 
caseloads among states of various sizes. 
number o f  f i l i n g s  was unavailable o r  was not  
complete ( ind icated by an "i" footnote on the 
p ro f i l es  i n  Part  11) but  the number of 
d ispos i t ions was avai lable,  the number of cases 
disposed per u n i t  o f  populat ion was entered i n  
t h i s  column i n  place of the number of cases f i l e d  
per populat ion u n i t ,  and the use of t h i s  
a l t e rna t i ve  quant i ty  was ind icated by enclosing i t  
i n  parentheses. 

Population f igures used i n  the j u v e n i l e  tables 
represent the s ta te  populat ion under 18 years of 
age. 
case d e f i n i t i o n ,  etc.) are s imi lar ,  the 
f i led-per-uni t -of-populat ion s t a t i s t i c  w i l l  petmi t  
d i r e c t  comparisons among states of the number of 
f i l e d  cases. 

L im i ta t i ons  on use: 

Although juven i l e  cour ts  employ d i f f e r e n t  
u n i t s  o f  counting when an event becomes a case, 
these tables do not  use such a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
scheme. An e f f o r t  w i l l  be d i rected a t  such a 
scheme i n  fu tu re  reports. 

If the 

I f  a l l  other factors  (cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
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Criminal-type offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting criminal-type caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed per 700,000 juvenile population. 

Juvenl Io As percent Change I" FIIOd 
pmulatlon 01 tlled pcnd In9 ldlsporsdl 

State and court t l t l s  I" Baal" End End oar IO0.WD 
t h w l m d s  psndlng F I l e d  Dlrpowtd psndln9 D l s p o s d  p n d l n g  Nvnba Percent Dpulat lon 

C a l l f a n l a - - S u p s r l w  Court ................ 6,219 86.222' 19.905' 93x1 16,31111 1.386' 
Colorado-Dlstr lc t  Court and 

DBnwr J u v m I I e  Court ................. 8W 6,304 5.378 851 I9261 ma 
Co"" .X t lCYt - -SYper lOT Court ............... 820 4.390 15,993 16.5M 3.878 IO31 245 -512 -121 1,950 

D I s R I C t  01 C o l u m l b - S u p e r l a  Court...... I69 944 5,242 4.831 1.541 921 261 397 421 3.102 

F l o r l d b - C I r C U l t  Court .................... 2,226 66,5M 62.168 935 14,3361 2.988 
GBrgla-luuonlls CovrtC .................. 1.557 22.344 20.352 91 1 11,5921 1,455 ...................... 661 62 831 Guanr-superla Court n 208 146 I31 101 
Haral l -< l rcul t  Court ..................... 214 1.978 4.985 4,736 2.227 951 , 4 5 1  249 13% 1,819 
Idah.?--STATE TOTAL ........................ 293 2.577 1.523 1.233 2 .S l  961 381 290 111 2.568 
Dlstrlct CouTt .......................... - D 0 0 0 0 
Hapistrates D I Y I ~ I O ~  .................... - 2,517 1.521 7.233 2.667 961 385 290 I11 2,568 

Kmias-Dlr t r lc t  CoU.t .................... 645 3.858 598 

Delaware-Famlly Court .................... 165 1,443 4,511 

Loulrlana--Clty Court end P w l s h  Court. 
and Hunlclpal and T r a l t l c  Court ......... 1.294 4.3101 3.417 33J 

Haryland-STATE TOT*L ..................... 1,148 22.144 20.259 91 1 11.8851 1.929 
C l r c v l t  Court ........................... - 20,646 18.643 905 12.003l 1.798 
D l i t r l c t  Court .......................... -- 1.498 1.616 1081 1-1181 131 

Harrachurattr--STATE TOTAL ................ 1,516 41.169 2,116 

J w e n l I ~  Court Departnant ............... - 11.892 784 
D l s t r l c t  Court Departrent. .............. -- 29,271 1,931 

Ne. Hanp.ihlre--STATE TOTM ................ 253 5,829 2,304 
Dls t r lc t  CouTt .......................... - 5,690 2.249 
Hvnlclpal Court ......................... __ I39 55 

Donsrtlc Relatlonr h r t  2.001 13,841 91.110 96.150 14.201 1025 15s s o  31 4,853 
New Jersey--JursnIle and .............. 
N e w  York--Famllv C o U r t  .................... 4,151 12.066 25.461l 31,7321 5.80l1 1251l 23Lr 1-6,26511 536l 

North Gamllna--OlstvlCt Court ............ 1,614 12,946 12.909 l W 1  1311 802 
North Dakota--DlrRlct Court .............. I96 3.032 1,547 
Oklah--O1LtrlCt Court .................. 816 3,840 4.131 3.9W 3.982 911 %I 142 4 1  506 
Puarto Rlco--Superlor Court ............... 911 5,858 5,509 1.326 941 23s 349 sz 
Rhodo Ir land--Fmlly Court  ................ 246 7,195 2,925 
South Dakota-<lrcult Court ............... 205 3,174 1,548 

Texas--STATE mTAL ........................ 1.090 9.801 240 

Court ................................. __ 8,624 21 I 

County. and Probate Court  -- 1.183 29 
Utah--JuvenlIs Court ...................... 505 17.149 3,396 
Uarhlngton-Superla Court ............... 1,096 16.378 14.W8 E65 12,3701 1,494 

O l S t r l C t  Court and Crlnlnol  Olrtrlct 

Covnty C o v r t  at La", Cmstlt"t lan.l  ............. 
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TABLE 45: 
Status offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

v State juvenile population. Courts reporting status offenses caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number 
and percent change in pending. Filed per 700,000 juvenile population. 

Juvenlla As Farcent Change in  F i l e d  (d i r -  
pcpvtaticn of f I led pending posedl per 

thwsands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Olsposed pending Nudm7 Percent pcpvlatlon 
State and court title I" mgin  End End iW.WO 

Colaado--Olrtr ict  Court and 
Dsnver Juvenile Court ................... 8W 764 725 951 (391 96 

htlaxars--F~miiy Court .................... 165 736 446 
OlltriCt Of C o l u n b l s - S u p e r l a  Court...... I69 3a 344 3 M  32 961 151 14 371 204 
Geargib-JYvtmlis CovrtC .................. 1.557 8.085 7.368 91 1 (7171 519 

Ha ia i i - -C i rCYi t  Court ..................... 274 537 1.477 1,505 509 1021 341 -28 -51 539 
K:snsar--Oistrict COuTt .................... 645 6,883 ~ l . f f i7 
S!aIsaChuletis--PTATE TOTAL ................ 1.516 4.522 298 

OlltrlCt CoKt o*partns"t.... ........... - 2.684 1,899 71 1 (7851 177 
JuwnIIe Court oapartntnt... ............ - i . 8 3  121 

Hichlgm--PP'Dbats Court ................... 2,795 4,2011 150i 
mntanar-oiitr ict  Court .................. 236 780 331 
Ne. Hsnprhlrb-STATE TOTAL ................ 253 630 249 

oirtr1ct Cowt .......................... - 599 237 
Hunic1pai Court ......................... - 31 I 2  

Rsiatlonr Court ....................... 2,WI  1.135 11,555 11.764 926 1021 81 -209 -181 578 
New Jer~ey- - lwenl le  and O n r ) S t l E  

New Ymh--Famlly Court .................... 4.751 5.828 12.9721 16.365l 2.435I 12611 19Si (-3.3931i 27Ji 
a--3iS+ict Court.... ...,.... 1,614 3.299 3.146 I04 1-1471 204 
4 i s t r i c t  Court .............. 1% 2,382 1.215 
tCiCt Court .................. 816 1,375 1,123 1 , l i O  1.388 991 1241 13 I1 I38 
- C I r C " i t  Court ............... 2 M  446 218 

T M  ........................ 4.090 1,426 35 

............................. __ 1,156 ia 
at  La.. ConrtitYtionai 

rt. and Prc4ate Court ....... - 270 7 
Court ...................... 505 6.617 1.310 

Covrt and c r i m i n a l  D i s t r i c t  

table data t h a t  are 901 or W e  -lata me entered I n  the table. Blank Ieaceli lndlcata t h a t  slthsr the date *re m w a i l a b i e  a 1.31 

901 Cmpieto, OT t h a t  the CaICuIDtlons were Inappropriate. 

CJud$rCnfpmmtlon: 
&gr&-Judger of the State Court handle Juvenile cases in  tho% c l r c u l t s  mt served by  a Jvvsnils Court. Those cases a n  Included in there 



141 
TABLE 46: 
Non-offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporling non-offense caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. 
Number and percent change in pending. Filedper 100,000 juvenile population. 

Jursnl le As prcant mango In  F l l a d  ( d l i -  
popvlatlan of f I led p n d l n g  posedl P e r  

stst* and m Y r t  tltlt) I" eogln End End 1 W . W  
thaurands pendlng F l l s d  Dlrpolsd pendlnp Dlrposad psndlng NunbW Percent populstlon 

Ca l l f an i s -Super lo r  Court ................ 6,219 18.286l 16.S8S1 9111 1t,10311 294l 
CoIQado-41StrlCt CWr t  and 

h o v e r  JuMnl  la Court ................. 8M 2.181 1,723 791 14S81 273 
Coqn(rtlc"t--S"palQ Court ............... 820 282 148 66s J67 891 491 63 MI 91 
olrtrlct Of Col "nb I s - S Y p a r l a  Court.. .... I69 I24 466 4% 134 981 291 IO 8% 216 
FlQlda--CIrcCYlt .rt .................... 2.226 16,558 13,411 81s 1S.1411 144 

GBQgls-Jurenl ls  CourtC .................. 1 . S 5 1  4,486 4.0% w1 14SOl 288 
Ha*all-<lrc"lt C o U r t  ..................... 214 212 %O 442 %O 191 641 118 491 204 
Idaho--STATE TOTMI ....................... ?9S 272 480 469 28s 981 591 I I  4 1  164 
Dlitrlct Cwrt .......................... - I 2 2 I IWL 501 0 I 
Haglstrates O l r l i l a n  .................... - 211 418 461 282 981 591 I1  41 163 

Kansai -Dls t r l~ t  Court .................... 645 2.176 331 

Hvnlclpal and T r a f f l c  Court ............. 1.294 401 S t 6  91 1 (351 SI 
L a Y l s l m s - C l t y  Court. P w l i h  C W r t  and 

WSrachuiatts--STATE TOTN ................ 1,516 1.849 122 
Dlstrlct Court O..Tment ............... - 1.189 841 1 1  1 IS421 18 
Jvvenlle Court Depsr.nt ............... -_ 660 44 

Hontana--Olstrlct Covr t  .................. 2S6 4s9 I 86 
New HanDrhlre-STATE TOTAL ................ 25s 529 209 .......................... 51 8 m5 D l s t r l c t  Court - 

Hvnlclpal Court ......................... - I 1  4 

Ner lQk- -Faal Iy  Court .................... 4,151 1,511 8,919l 12,9511 3.53SI 1441' 39S1 (-S,9181' 189l 
N w t h  CarOI Inb-Dls t r ICt  CWrt  ............ 1.614 4.962 6,693 I351 (I ,1311 307 
North Dakota--Olr t r lc t  Court .............. 196 S% 202 
O k l e h m b - O l s t ~ l c t  Court .................. 81 6 2,280 1.876 2.060 2.Wl ll01 1121 -18s -11 230 
Rhoda Ir land--FmlIy Court ................ 246 589 2S9 
Utah--JurenlIs Court ...................... SO5 1.150 S 4 1  
Washington-Suparla CWrt ............... 1.096 4,458 2.6% s91 (l.8201 (01 



TABLE 47: Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) for trial courts, 1970-1979. 
TABLE 48: Number and percent change in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile 

cases) year to year and for 10-year period for trial courts, 1970-1979. Trial courts 
reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 
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Variat ions i n  cou r t  organization: 

These tables include data from both general 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts, 
although data were unavailable from a l l  courts i n  
each s tate (as ind icated by the footnote "p" i n  
the p r o f i l e s  i n  Par t  11). 

Sources of data f o r  each cou r t  are the State Court 
Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  Annual Report series, 
m - 1 9 7 9  and h i s t o r i c a l  data suppried by selected 
s tate cour t  admin is t ra t ive of f ices.  

Var iat ions i n  subject  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

The j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  each cour t  i s  ou t l i ned  
b r i e f l y  i n  the cou r t  system char t  f o r  each s ta te  
located i n  Part  I 1  o f  t h i s  report. Var iat ions i n  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  make caseload comparisons among t r i a l  
courts extremely d i f f i c u l t .  

Var iat ions i n  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and de f i n i t i ons :  

The case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used i n  the Annual 
Re o r t  ser ies are those chosen f o r  i n c l u s r n  

Court Model S t a t i s t i c a l  D i c t i o n k y .  DifTZEEces 
among states i n  the way even the broad categories 
c i v i l ,  c r iminal ,  and Juveni le are defined can make 
caseload comparisons d l f f i c u l t  from state t o  
state. 
and custody cases i n  t h e i r  j uven i l e  caseload, but  
the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  scheme used here places them i n  
c i v i l  [domestic re la t i ons )  caseload. 

9-r t e t a t e  Court Model Annual Re o r t  and State 

For example, sane states include support 

Var iat ions i n  counting cases: 

Figures A and B Ind icate the various u n i t s  
used i n  counting cases i n  the various states. 
Caseload cannot be compared t h a t  i s  not  counted a t  
the same beginning and ending point .  

Appropriate analyses: 

The method o f  counting cases and the data 
included f o r  each yea r l y  f igure were kept constant 
f o r  each court. As a resul t ,  the number and 
percent changes i n  caseloads reported i n  these 
tables are, except where o themise  noted, are due 
t o  the actual change [usual ly  growth) i n  f i l i n g s  
i n  the cour t  and not  t o  changes i n  the way the 
cou r t  counted cases. Changes f o r  s i m i l a r  courts 
o r  f o r  a l l  courts w i t h i n  a s tate nay be compared 
f o r  i den t i ca l  t ime periods. 

L imi ta t ions on use: 

Caseloads normally f luctuate from year t o  . 
year, so changes from one year t o  the next may no t  
be representat ive of the actual underlying trend. 
The change i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a court ,  o r  the 
consol idat ion of two o r  more courts, w i l l  haye an 
e f f e c t  on the caseload o f  the re la ted  cour ts  
caseloads. 
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Part II 
State court statistical profiles 

The fol lowing sect ion begins w i th  blank 
prototypes o f  the three d i f f e r e n t  types o f  tab les 
t h a t  make up the p r o f i l e  o f  the cou r t  system of 
each state. 
depic t ing the organizat ion o f  the cour ts  w i th in  a 
state. inc lud ing number of judges and number of 
courts, t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  and routes o f  
appeal. The second and t h i r d  prototype tab les 
provide the reader w i th  an o u t l i n e  o f  the case 
categor ies i n t o  which actual  data from appel late 
and t r i a l  cour ts  have been c lass i f ied.  

Fol lowing the blank prototypes are the s ta te  
s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s ,  which conta in  the actual  
cou r t  caseload s t a t i s t i c s .  State p r o f i l e s  are 
arranged i n  alphabet ical  order by s ta te  name w i t h  
the organizat ion cha r t  f o r  the s ta te  cour t  system 
presented f i r s t ,  followed by the s t a t i s t i c a l  pro- 
f i l e s  fo r  the cou r t ( s1  o f  l a s t  resor t ,  in terne-  
d i a t e  appel late cou r t ( s )  ( i f  any), general j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  cour t (s) ,  and l i m i t e d  o r  special  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t (s1 (if any). 

The s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  f o r  each cou r t  i s  the 
basic source document used i n  compiling the sum- 
mary tables i n  Par t  I .  Along w i th  the name of 
the court ,  the l eve l  o f  the court, the number of 
cou r t  d iv is ions,  the number of judges, and the  
time span covered by the data, each p r o f i l e  shows 
the actual caseload data reported by t h a t  court. 

The f i r s t  prototype i s  a diagram 
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Data are c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  the general categories 
chosen by the NCSP as being most representat ive 
o f  the k inds o f  data reported by the states. 
example, a divorce ac t i on  reported by a t r i a l  
cou r t  i s  displayed as a "marriage f i sso lu t i on "  
case under the aeneral heading of domestic 
re la t i ons "  f o r  c i v i l "  caseflow. CSIM 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  are shown i n  the prototypes and 
appear i n  boldface on the s t a t i s t i c a l  prof i les .  

Footnotes are used i n  these s t a t i s t i c a l  pro- 
f i l e s  t o  explain any p e c u l i a r i t i e s  regarding the 
data as reported by each cou r t  and t o  qual i fy  
data, as necessary, when transferred from the 
s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  t o  the sumnary tables i n  
Part  I .  Standard footnote headings, as ind icated 
on the prototypes, have been adopted f o r  use i n  
t h i s  repor t  and w i l l  continue t o  be used i n  the 
annual repor t  series. These standard headings 
give the subject  matter o f  the footnote. I f  
fu r the r  explanation i s  needed. in fornat ional  
statements are provided on the p r o f i l e s  under the 
standard footnote heading. 

I n  Part  I 1  the source o f  data i s  ind icated a t  
the bottom o f  each s ta te  cour t  p r o f i l e .  
p l e t e  l i s t i n g  o f  sources i s  included i n  Appendix 
8; 

For 

A com- 
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STATE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

COURT OF LAST RESORT 
number of justices 
lurirdicrion: 
-Original. 
-Exclusive. 
-Kinds of appeals. 
-Dircretiunarv review. 

I 

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURT 
(Number of courts) 
number of judger 
Jurisdiction: 

JURISDICTION 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic. 
.J"W"ilC. 
Appeals heard. 

jury triallno jury trial 

COURT OF LIMITED/ 
SPECIAL JURISDICTION 
(Number of courts) 
number of judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic. 
-1""e"ile. 

Jury triallnu jury trial. 

Court of 
last 

res"lt 1 
Intermediate 

CVUrt 
appellate 

Cvvr,  of 
limited 

iurirdictiun 

Indicates route uf appeal. t 



STATE W E .  COURT W E  
Court of l a s t  r e s o r t  or  i n t e d i a t e  appe l l a te  court 

Tine pe r iod  covered 
Number of court d iv i s ions .  h d e r  of judges 
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-- -End ,' 
F i l e d  Disposed a pend ine  

Beglnmng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeal I: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Criminal  ..................................................... 
Postconvic t ion renedy 
Appeal of admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case ......................... 
Juven i l e  ..................................................... - 

Total  appeals ................................................. 
.Other cases: 

Or ig ina l  proceedings: 
Or ig ina l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  matter ........................................ 
Advisory Opinion ........................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
C i v i l  ...................................................... 
Criminal  ................................................... 
P o s t c o n v i c t i m  remedy ...................................... 
Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case ....................... 
Juveni le  ................................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Sentence review only  : ........................................ 

Total o ther  cases .............................................. 

Requests t o  appeal: 

Total cases .................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing PeqUeStS ............................................. 
Other matters .................................................. 

Total other proceedings ......................................... - 
manner o f  d i s p o r i t i o n  

- - 
Dispos i t i on  O f  cares 

O i  mi ssedl  @ p a l s  
Memorandum withdrawn1 Trans- Fast Sentence 

con r i c -  . b e -  review Opinion dec is ion Order s e t t l e d  fer red Other 
c i v i l  Criminal t i o n  Agency n i l e  on l y  Appeals: 

C i " i l  .................. Opinion: 
Cr iminal  Af f i rmed ....... 
Postconvic t ion ......... modi f ied ....... 
Agency Reversed ....... 
Juveni le  ............... 

Total remanded ..... 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  .. Nemnndum 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  mat ter  .... decis ion:  

............... 
................. 

Reversed and 
.................... 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: Remanded ....... 
Aff i rmed ....... 

Total Modi f ied ....... 
Reversed ....... 

C i v i l  .................. Reversed and 
Cr iminal  ............... remanded ..... 
Postconvic t ion ......... Remanded ....... 
Agency ................. Order: 
Juveni le  ............... Affirmed ....... 

Tota l  modif ied ....... 
remanded ..... 

Advisory o p i n i m  ....... ................... 
Requests t o  appeal : 

................... ..... Sentence r e r i e u  Only Reversed ....... 
Total carer ............... Reversed and 

Appeals: 
C i v i l  ...................... 
Cr iminal  ................... 
Postconvic t ion ............. 
Juveni le ................... Agency ..................... 

Remanded ....... 
Time i n t e r v a l  data" ( m n t h r l d a y r )  

Ready f o r  hear ing Under advisement 
Not ice of  appeal t o  under advisement (submit ted or 

t o  ready for  (submitted o r  o ra l  ora1 argument con- 
hear ing argument completed) p le ted )  t o  dec is ion 

Number Number Number 
of cases Mean Median of cases Mean Median o f  cases Mean Median - - ------- 

Notic; of appeal 
t o  dec is ion 

Number 
o f  cares Mean Median 

Tota l  ....................... 
Or ia ina l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...... O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  mat te r  ........ 
Advisory op in ion  ........... 

Tota l  ....................... 
Sentence review only  ......... 

(cont inued on next page) 
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D ispos i t ion  of o ther  cases 

Memorandum dec is ion  Order 
Granted Uenied a Granted Oenied ~- 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ....................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  l a t t e r  ......................... 
Advisory o p i n i m  ............................ 

Tota l  ........................................ 
C i r i 1  ....................................... 
Criminal  .................................... 
POStCO""iCti0" .............................. 
Agency ...................................... 
Juveni le  .................................... 

Tota l  ........................................ 
Total o ther  cases ............................. 

Requests t o  appeal: 

Age of pending careload (days) 

Not ready f o r  hear ing Under adv i semot  
Awal t ing cour t  Awai t ing Awai t ing (submitted o r  oral 

r e p o r t e r ' s  t r a n s c r i p t  appe l lan t ' s  b r i e f  respondent's b r i e f  Ready f o r  hearing argument compleiedl 
Average 

0-60 61-120 120 0-60 61-120 120 0-60 61-120 120 0-90 91-180 180 0-90 91-180 180 pending a days days days days days days days days days days days days - 
over age O f  over Over Over over 

.%.peals: 
C i v i l  ...................... 
Crimina1 ................... 
Po*tCo"YiCti.m ............. 
Agency ..................... 
Juveni4e ................... 

Tota l  ....................... 
matter  ........ 

op " ion ........... ................... 
................... ................... 

!c t ion  ............. .................... ................... ..................... 
nrie* only ......... 
I ................... 

adings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l d s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
The case Category may o r  may not be handled by t h e  Court. 

a f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not  ava i lab le  by category. 
p l i c a b l e .  

sdi  c t i  on. 

m a t i o n .  
inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting. 
pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 Court year does not  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 court year. 
oendina does not eaual the d i f fe rence between f i l i n q s  and d i s w s i t i o n s .  

- Not enough in fo rmat ion  i s  known. 
: case type i s  handled by the cour t .  but  the data are unavailable. 

cour t  OP r e p o r t i n g  system information. 

. .  

@ r c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  data. 
n on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data.  
n on t ime i n t e r v a l  or age of pending caseload data. 
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STATE M. COURT NAME 

Court  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
N u d x r  o f  C i r c u i t s  or d i s t r i c t s .  kaber Of judges 

T i m  p r i o d  covered' 

pending 
Beg, nn 1 ng 

pending 

t i w i l d :  
La" ............................................................ 
Tort: 

Auto t o r t  .................................................... 
Profess ional  t o r t  ............................................ 
Product l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ....................................... 
Other t o r t  ................................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
con t rac t  ....................................................... 
-11 c l a i m  ................................................... 
Real proper ty  r i g h t s  ........................................... 
Equi ty  ......................................................... 

Marr iage d i s s o l u t i o n  ......................................... 
support lcustody .............................................. 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Other d o a s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ..................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
P r o b a t e l w i l l s l i n t e s t a t e  ...................................... 
6 u a r d i a n s h i p l c o n r e r " a t o r r h i p I t ~ " ~ t ~ ~ h i p  ................ i.... 
Other e s t a t e  ................................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 
Appeal : 

Appeal of admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case ......................... 
A o ~ e a l  o f  t r i a l  court case ................................... 

DOmstic re la t i ons :  

Estate:  

. .  
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Extraord inary w r i t  ............................................. 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... - 
Postconvic t ion remedy .......................................... 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 
t r i m i n a l d :  

Felony ......................................................... 
Mirdemanar .................................................... 
Felonylmirdemanar ............................................. 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  ............................................ 
Appeal ......................................................... 
Extraord inary w r i t  ............................................. 
Postconvic t ion remdy .......................................... 
Sentence review only ........................................... 
Other c r im ina l  ................................................. - 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 

Prel iminary hear ing ............................................ 

T r a f f i c :  
OYI/DUI ........................................................ 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  ........................................ 
Parking v i o l a t t o n  .............................................. - 

Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Jureni l e :  

Cr iminal - type of fense .......................................... 
s ta tus  of fenre ................................................. 
Non-offenre .................................................... 
Other j u v e n i l e  ................................................. - 

Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

- - - 

(continued on next  pagel 
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C i V i l d :  
L a w  .............................. 
Tart: 

Auto t o r t  ...................... 
Professional  t o r t  .............. 
Product l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ......... 
Other t o r t  ..................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Contract  ......................... 
Smll claims ..................... 
Real proper ty  r i g h t s  ............. 
Equi ty  ........................... 
OOmestic re la t i ons :  

O l Y t i O "  ........... 
dy ................ 
c r e l a t i o n s  ....... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Proba s l i n t e s t a t e  ........ 
Guard l c o ~ s e r v a t o r s h i p l  . . 
Other &Fate ................... 

t h  .................... 

................... 
E 5 t a t  e : 

t r l l s t i m i p  .................. 
..................... 
hi n i s t r a t i w  

c ia1  cou r t  case ..... $e .................. 
..  

Tota l  ........................... 
Extraordj;b;$y w r i t  ............... 
POstCOn*ibL:on remedy ............ ....... .-. ............. ...................... 

CPiminald: 
Felony ........................... ................... 

nor ............... 
r i n g  .............. 
t i a n  .............. 

w r i t  ............... 
r e w d y  ............ 
only  ............. 

..................... 

................... .................... 
T r a f f i c :  ...................... 

c v i o l a t i o n  .......... 
' h i o n  ................ 

T ..................... 
J" 

e o f fen re  ............ 

l e  .................... 
re ................... ...................... 

T e .................... 

Time i n t e r v a l  datan da I 
Age at  d i  sposition:p~ 4 f  cases 

C i v i l d :  
Law .............................. 
Tort: 

Auto t o r t  ...................... 
Professional  t o r t  .............. 
Product l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ......... 
Other t o r t  ..................... 

Total ........................... 
Contract  ......................... 
S m a l l  c l a i m  ..................... 
Real proper ty  rishtr ............. 
Equi ty  ........................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Uarr iage d i s s o l u t i o n  ........... 
suppart1custody ................ 
Adoption ....................... 
Other d o m i t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ....... 

Total ........................... 
P r o b a t e / r i l l s / i n t e s t a t e  ........ 
Guardianshiplconservatorrhipl .. 

t rus teesh ip  .................. 
Other es ta te  ................... 

Total ........................... 
Mental hea l th  .................... 
Appeal: 

Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  
agency case .................. 

l p p c a l  o f  t r i a l  cmurt care ..... 
Total ........................... 

Extraord inary w r i t  ............... 
Postconvic t ion remedy ............ 
Other c i v i l  ...................... 

Total c i v i l  ....................... 

Estate: 

Cr iminald:  
Felony ........................... 
Misdemeanor ...................... 
Felonylnisdemanar ............... 
Prel iminary hear ing .............. 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  .............. 
Ameal ........................... .. 
Extraord inary w r i t  ............... 
Postconvic t ion remdy ............ 
Sentence review only  ............. 
Other c r im ina l  ................... 

Total c r im ina l  .................... 
T r a f f i c  : 

WI/OUI .......................... 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  .......... 
Parking v i o l a t i o n  ................ 

Total t r a f f i c  ..................... 
Juveni le:  

Cr iminal - type offense ............ 
s ta tus  of fense ................... 
Non-affense ...................... 
Other j u v e n i l e  ................... 

Total j u v e n i l e  .................... 
Grand t o t a l  ........................ 

Uean Median - _ _  

Grand t a t 8 1  ........................ 



C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons  
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D i  mi ssedl  
withdrawn1 

UncontestedtDefault s e t t l e d  Transferred A r b i t r a t i o n  

c i  v i  1*: 
Law .............................. 
Tort :  

Auto t o r t  ...................... 
Profess ional  t o r t  .............. 
Product l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ......... 
Other t o r t  ..................... 

Total ........................... 
con t rac t  ......................... 
S m a l l  c l a i m  ..................... 
Real proper ty  r i g h t s  ............. 
Equi ty  ........................... 
DDaestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Marr iage d i s s o l u t i o n  ........... 
s u p p o r t / c u r t o g  ................ 
M o p t i o n  ....................... 
Other domestic r e l a t i o n s  ....... 

Total ........................... 
P r o b a t e l ~ i l l s l i n t e s t a t e  ........ 

t rus teesh ip  .................. 
Estate: 

GuarAianrhip/conrervatorship/ . . 
Other es ta te  ................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Mental hea l th  .................... 
Appeal: 

Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  
agency care .................. 

Appeal of t r i a l  cou r t  Case ...... 
Total ........................... 

Extraord inary w r i t  ............... 
Postconvic t ion renedy ............ 
Other c i v i l  ...................... 

Total ............................. 
Criminal d i spos i t i ons  

Pre l iminary Ordinance Ext raord inary Sentence Other 
Postconvic t ion review c r i m i n a l  Total Felony Misdemeanor hear ing v i o l a t i o n  lppeal w r i t  

Jury t r i a l :  
Convict ion ............ 
G u i l t y  plea ........... 
A c q u i t t a l  ............. 
Dismissed ............. 
Convict ion ............ 
Acqu i t t a l  ............. 
Dismissed ............. 

Dir rn isred lno l le  prosequi . 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  .......... 
Bound over ............... 
Transferred .............. 

Non-jury t r i a l :  

G u i l t y  plea ........... 

T r a f f i c  d i spos i t i ons  

Acqu i t t a l  .............. 
Non-jury t r i a l :  

Convict ion ............. 
Acqui t ta l  .............. 

G u i l t y  p lea .............. 
D i s d r s e d l n o l l e  prosequi . 
B a i l  f o r fe i t upe  .......... 
Parking f i n e s  ............ 
Transferred .............. 
Other .................... 
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Age o f  pending caselaad (days) 

0-30 31-60 61-90 91-180 181-360 361-720 Over 720 Average age 
& a days Of pendlng cases 

i c i r i i d :  
Law .............................. 
Tort: 

Auto t o r t  ...................... 
Profess ional  t o r t  .............. 
Product l i a b i l i t y  tort ......... 
Other t o r t  ..................... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Contract  ......................... 
small c 1 a i a  ..................... 
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s  ............. 
Equ i t y  ........................... 
OOmeStlC re la t i ons :  

Marriag.9 d i sso lu t i on  ........... 
Support lcustody ................ 
Adopt ion ....................... 
Other d m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ....... 

Tota l  ........................... 
Probate w i l l s l i n t e s t a t e  ........ 
6u p l c c m e r v a t o r r h i p l  

i p  .................. 
Ot e ................... 

Tot ..................... 
Mental h e a l t h  .................... 
Appeal: 

Estate:  

Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  
case .................. 

t r i a l  cou r t  case ..... 
ty w r i t  ............... 
IO" rmedy ............ 
....................... 
...................... ....................... 

cr im ina ld :  
Felony ........................... 
M i i d m a n o r  ...................... 

anor ............... 
ar ing  .............. 

E l a t i o n  .............. 
r y  w r i t  ............... 
ion r e n d y  ............ 
view only ............. 
"a1 ................... 

T a1 .................... 

....................... 

rr:sf&ic: 
OlI@I .......................... 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  .......... 
s p m i c g  v i o l a t i o n  ................ 

T&l t r a f f i c  ..................... 
i JurenJle: 

CXminal- type o f fense  ............ 
&s of fense ................... st 

$W+frenre ...................... ~-.B.r 'Other Juveni le  ................... 
~6%) juveni  I e .................... 

Grand t o t a l  ........................ 
Boldf%ce.beadings i n d i c a t e  the  C lass i f i ca t i ons  used by the  C S I M  pro jec t .  
M I A  = In'\s Case type i s  handled by the  cour t .  but  t he  data are unavai lable.  
X - The'& fop t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t he  t o t a l  but  were not  ava i l ab le  by category. -- - Nar'.applicable. 

cou r t  OP r e p o r t i n g  system in format ion.  

t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 

case u n i t  of Count. 
al d e f i n i t i o n .  

t r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n .  
ending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 cou r t  year does not  equal 

not equal t he  d i f ference between f l l i n g r  

JExplanat ion of data inc luded i n  the  category. 
kAdd i t i ona l  informat ion.  
1Special  source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data. 
m ln fomat ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data. 
n l n f o m a t i o n  on t i m e  i n t e r v a l  o r  age o f  pending caseload data.  

t he  
and 

end pending f i g u r e  
d i  spa r i t i on r .  

far the 1978 COUPt  year 

source: 
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ALABAMA COURT SYSTEM,i979 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals of title to or posresrion of 

land,civillawover$10.000.and 
equity cases. 

- Certiorari review of Court of Civil 
Appeals and Court of Criminal 
Appeals. 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
3 judges 
lurirdirtinn: 
- A p p ~ ~ l ~ i ~ l ~ w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ $ 1 0 , o o o .  

Appeals from adminirtrarive agencir 
(except Public Service Commisrion). 
Workmen's mmpenration and 
domestic relationr appeab. 

Law under$lo.ooo 

I 

T i  
POIS 
land 

510.0 

I or 
,"Of 

quity 
w e r  

IOURT OF 
3RIMINAL APPEALS 
i judger 
urisdiction: 
Appellate jurisdiction in criminal 

city ordinances, habear corpus, and 
dl port 'O""iCti3" write on criminal 

Original jurirdic tion in the issuance 
ofallwritrinre,ation,omatterr 
in which thecourt haeappellate 

appeal C a I P I  involving vidationr of 

cares. 

~~ 

jurisdiction. 

4 
Criminal 
I 

I CIRCUIT COURT(39) 
113 iudger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over 5500 equity. 

actionrof libel, dander, and 
ejectment. 

- Felonies. Misdemeanors or ordinance 
violations included within a felonv 
charge. 

- luvenile appeal5 

Jury trials. 

Appealrde novo. 

A 

b22drecarderr and -120 mayors 
lu'iirdiction: 
-C i ty  ordinance violations. rnhde- 

meanow, preliminary hearingr. 

No jury tviak 

DISTRICT COURT(66) 
89 judges 
lurirdiction: - Civil actions under 55,000 and civil 

actione bared on unlawful detainer. 
Smallclaims under 5500. 

- Misdemeanors. Preliminary hearingr 
(can accept guilty pleas in felony 
cares not punishable by sentence of 
death). 

-Traf f ic  
-Juvenile 

Noiury trials. I 

A 
PROBATE COURT (67) 
67judgei 
Jurirdiction: 
- Wills. guardianship. executorship. 

Equity in administration of erlater 
(Counties greater than 4.000 i pOp"lati0"). 

Court of 
last 

rerort 

Intermediate 

COYrt  
appellate 

Court o f  
general 

jurisdiction 

C o w l  of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

t Indicates route of appeal. 



A U B M  SUPROIE COUR* 
Court of l a s t  resort  

9 j u s t i c e s  
October 5.  1978 t o  S e p t d e r  30, 1979 

169 

_I - 
F i l e d  01 spared- pending 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

Cares: 
Appeal I: 

Appeals ...................................................... 0 362 X 0 .................... X 0 P e t i t i o n s  fo r  w i t s  o f  c e r t i o r a r i  granted 
Total  appeals ................................................. -4 4281 0 

Other cares: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  , 

Miscellaneous m a t t e d  ................................... 0 
Advisory Opinions .......................................... 0 

Tota l  ........................................................ 0 
Requests t o  appeal: 

P e t i t i o n s  fo r  w r i t  o f  c e r t i o r a r i  ........................... 0 
Total  Other cases ............................................. 7 

95 j  95j 0 
7 7 0 

102 102 0 

0 298 43% a 400 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 01: 762 (66)e 762 ( 6 6 ~  ck 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  op in ion  ....................... 428 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
N I A  = This care type i s  handled by the  c o u r t  but  the  data a r e  unavai lable.  
X * ihe data fo r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

eCases not  inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  

t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal. 
jExp ianat ion  o f  data inc luded i n  the  category:  

kAdd i t iona l  informat ion:  

P e t i t i o n s  fo r  w r i t  O f  c e r t i o r a r i  granted w e  not counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed: a f i l i n g  i s  not counted f o r  
These numbers o f  granted p e t i t i o n s  f o r  w r i t  o f  c e r t i o r a r i  are t h e  f igures  appearing i n  the  parentheses. 

The f i g u r e  given f o r  t h e  number Of appeals disposed represents the  number Of opinions w r i t t e n  dur ing  t h e  year. 
Miscellaneous M t t e r S  inc lude pr isoner  p e t i t i o n s  and requests t o  take  t h e  Bar Exam. 

Data are given an t h i s  p w f i l e  on ly  f o r  cases already under submission. A l l  cases submitted t o  t h e  cour t  are decided w i t h i n  t h e  te rm year. 

Source: The Admin is t ra t i ve  O i rec tor  of the  Courts, Alabama J u d i c i a l  System Annual Report. 1978-79 (Montgomery. 
t h e  annual r e p o r t  and unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

Alabama). S t a t i s t i c s  are from 
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A U B M  COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

l n t e r n e d i a t e  appe l la te  court 
3 .iudses 

October 1978 t o  G p t m b e r  1979 

a - 
End 

pending F i  1 ed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i r i l :  
Cases ...................................................... 155 

Total  appeals ................................................. 755 
Other cares: 

O r i g i n a l  p+c€ceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 

Tota l  o ther  cases ............................................. - 

419 
T 

370 
7m 

204. 
-m 

Total  cases ..................................................... 155 419 370 204 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. - _ _  2 1  2 1  

......................................... 1031 1031 Tota l  o ther  proceedings _ _  
Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D ispos i t ion  o f  appeals1 

W r i t t e n  op in ion  ................. 246 
Without f u l l  w r i t t e n  op in ion  .... 124 

Opinion: 
Aff i rmed ............................... 160 
Reversed ............................... 64 
Affirmed i n  par t l reversed i n  p a r t  ...... 16 
Oimissed o r  ex t raord inary  r e l i e f  

granted or denied .................... 6 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (average weeks) 

From f i l i n g  n o t i c e  o f  appeal t o  complet ing the  record .. 9.01 
From completing the  record t o  a p p e l l a n t ' s  b r i e f  ........ 4.51 
From appe l lan t ' s  b r i e f  t o  appe l lee 's  b r i e f  ............. 3.S1 
From appel lee's b r i e f  t o  o r a l  arguments ................ 9.5 
From o r a l  argument t o  w i t t e n  o p i n i o n  released ......... 3.01 
From n o t i c e  o f  appeal t o  w r i t t e n  op in ion  ............... 25.5 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s l i f i c a t i o n r  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
81ank rpac~e - bt enough informat ion i s  known. -- - Not appl.icable. 

acnllrt i l lr igdiction: 

The case category may o r  nay not be handled by the  cour t .  

..... " ............. 
Cowt, ,has J u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  c i v i l  appeal and appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency carer only. 

These:'dbta were suppl ied by the  c l e r k  o f  the  cour t  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Figures for these two categor ies could not be 
separated f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h i s  chart .  

ISpec ia l  source or r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 

Source: The Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  o f  Courts, Annual Report, 1978-79 (Mantgowry. Alabama). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual r e p o r t  and 
unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. and a d d i t i o n a l  data were suppl ied by the  c l e r k  o f  t h e  Court 
d h n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



A U B W  COURT OF CRIMIML APPEALSa 
In te rmed ia te  appe l la te  court 

SC judger 
October 1978 t o  S e p t d e r  1979 
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- 
pending aeglnning pending F i l e d  O i  sposed 

Other cases: ......................................... O r i g i n a l  proceedings (1 ) ( j  ) 
Requests t o  appeal: 

Not ice  o f  appeal ........................................... 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. 

T o t a l  c.sesi .................................................... 6221 8291 9491 50231 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  D ispos i t ion  o f  cases1 

Opinion ................. 400 Aff i rmed ................... 619 
Without opinion ......... 358 Reversed and remanded ...... 70 
Oecided en banc ......... 192 Remanded w i t h  directions.... 11 

Reversed and rendered ...... 18 
Dismissed .................. 5 
P e t i t i o n  denied ............ 35 
Cases decided en banc 

( o r i g i n a l  proceedings) ... 191 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
Blank space = Not enough informat ion i s  known. 

aCourt j u r i  Sdi C t i  on: 

CJudge i n fo rmat ion :  

iData are no t  complete: 

JExp lanat ion~ of data included i n  the  category: 

n o t i c e  o f  appeal carer.  
kAdd i t iona l  informat ion:  

f o r  new t r i a l  i n  t r i a l  Courts. and those i n  which appeals have not been per fec ted  ( a l l  necessary documents f i l e d ) .  
lSpecia1 source or r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 

The care category may OP may not  be handled by the  c o u r t .  

Court has j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  c r i m i n a l  appeal cases only. 

There are  i n  a d d i t i o n  th ree  supernumerary judges assigned t o  t h i s  cour t .  

Total  cases do not inc lude p e t i t i o n s  disposed o f  i n  t h e  c l e r k ' s  Off ice a t  the  d i p e c t i o n  of t h e  c o u r t .  
Other cases disposed do not inc lude n o t i c e  Of appeal Cases. 

Total  appeals pending and f i l e d  inc lude o r i g i n a l  proceedings and n o t i c e  o f  appeal cases as w e l l  as appeals. Total  appeals disposed includes 

Pending includes cases pending on c e r t i o r a r i  i n  t h e  Supreme Court o f  Alabama and t h e  Supreme Court of t h e  United States, cases On r a t i o n s  

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  and d i s p o s i t i o n  of cases data were Provided by the  c l e r k  o f  cour t  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: The Admin is t ra t i ve  O i rec tor  o f  Courts, Annual Report,  1978-79 (Hontqomery, Alabama). S t a t i s t i c 5  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  h a w  been computed where necessary. and a d d i t i o n a i  data were Supplied by the  c l e r k  of the  cour t  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



A U B M  CIRCUIT COURT 
Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 9  c i r c u i t s .  113 judges 

172 

October 1, 1978 t o  S e p t e d e r  30, 1979 

F i l e d  O i  sposed p e n d i n e  
2 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. N I A  
M h e r  c i v i l j  ................................................... N/A 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  

46.809 
26.302.3 

73.111 

48,832 
mj 

74.144 

N I A  
N/A 

N I A  

Criminald:  ~ __ - __ 
Total  c r i m i n a l j  ................................................. NIA 24.3021 24.552J N I A  

- __ ~ - Juveni le:  

Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N I A  21.025 20,138 N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  11 8.438 118.834 N I A  

T r i a l d  

Jury  Non-jury To ta l  
Cr imina l  .... 1,567 5,715 7,282 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I M  pro jec t .  
N I A  
X d The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by Category. 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 

Thr care type i s  handled by t h e  Court bu t  the  data a re  unava i lab le .  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on t h e  indictment.  
A t r i a l .  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  completion. 

jEr.planaqbn.’o.f data inc luded i n  the  category:  
Gther””$i4 f i g u r e r  inc lude law. auto t o r t .  and c i v i l  appeals cases. 
Cri%&’:cires inc lude fe lon ies  and c r i m i n a l  appeals. 

Source: The A d n i n i r t r a t i v e  O i w c t o r  o f  Courts. A n n u a l  Report. 1978-79 (Montgomery. Alabama). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual r e p o r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. - 



A U B l l U l  DISTRICT COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

66 courts.  89 judger 
October 1. 1978 t o  Septerber 30. 1979 

173 

I- 

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

b a l l  c la ims .................................................. N t A  85,330 89.188 NtA 
Other c i v i l :  

C i r i l d :  

C i v i l  ....................................................... N t A  44.776 __ 46,103 N/A 
Total  c i v i l  .................................................... N t A  130.106 135.291 11/11 

Criminald:  
Other c r i m i n a l :  

S ta te  c r i m i n a l  .............................................. N t A  
Municipal  c r i m i n a l  .......................................... N I A  

Total  \ ......................................................... 2 
92,001 
3.602 

95,603 

92.850 
2.961 

95.811 

N t  A 
N I A  

N/A 
Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N t A  95.603 95,811 N t A  

T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

S ta te  t r a f f i c  ............................................... N t A  180,408 175,910 

Tota l  ......................................................... N t A  191.421 185,403 
Municipal  t r a f f l c  ........................................... NtA 11.013 9.493 

- 
N I A  
N t A  3 

Total  t r a f f i c  .................................................. N I A  191.421 185.403 N t A  

Juvenile: 
- - ~ __ 

Total  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. N t A  21,746 20,334 N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... N t A  438.876 436.839 N t A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  ClaSSif icat iOnS used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
X = The data fop t h i s  care type are known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l ,  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category.  
N t A  - This case t ype  i s  handled by the  cour t  bu t  t h e  data are unavai lable.  

dCare d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on t h e  ind ic tment  or Corq ld in t .  

The number o f  j u v e n i l e  case f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and cases pending a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  year were not  ava i lab le .  and there fore  are no t  
i b t d  are  not complete: 

i nc luded i n  t h e  grand t o t a l  f i l i n g .  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending f igures .  

Source: The Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  o f  Courts, A n n u a l  Report. 1978-79 (Montgomery, Alabama). 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annual r e p o r t  except 

A u B I l u  PROBATE COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

67 courts.  67 judges 
October 1. 1978 t o  Sept&r 30. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  fo r  cases handled i n  t h e  Probate Court i n  1979. 

A U l V l U  IIIIIIICIPAl COURT 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

329 cour ts ;  -220 Pecorders. -120 mayors 
October 1. 1978 t o  SeptRber 30. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  carer handled i n  t h e  Municipal  Court i n  1979. 



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM,1979 

5 jY9tiCt-S 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appealrasa matterofr ight f romfin.  

iudgmentr. 
- Discretionary review of .my order or 

derision not appealable. 
- Criminal cases appealed by state only 
for testing rufficiencyof indictment 
or leniency "f sentence. 

t 
SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
20 iudeer 
l u r i r d k m :  
- Original jurisdiction in all civil. 

Exclusive iurisdiction in domestic 
relations, brobate. guardianrhip, and 
civil commitmente. 

- Original jurisdiction in allcriminal. 
- Exclurive jurisdiction in juvenile. 
Appeals on record unles~  trial de novo 

granted. 

lury trials. 

t 
I 

I 
1 I DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT COURT (21) 
I7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $l0.000. auto 

tort under $15.000. small claims. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations. 

felony preliminaries. 

Six-man jury trials. 

56 part-time magistrater and 
21 acting magistrater 
lurirdiction: 
- Civilactionr under$l.ooo. 
- Small claims up to 52,000. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

felvny preliminarier. 

Six-man jury trials. 1 1  

Court of 
last 

r r ru r t  

CDWt of 
ge"cral 

jurisdiction 

1 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

't Indicates ToUte of appeal 



ALASKA SUPRUIE COURT 
cour t  Of l a s t  resort  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  Oeceder 31. 1979 

175 

- - - - 
F i l e d  oisposedj pending 

Beg,nmng 
pending 

Cares: 
Appeals; 

c i v i l ,  .: ..................................................... 297 
Cr iminalJ  .................................................... 209 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

O r i g i n a l  app l i ca t i ons  .................................... 6 
Requests t o  appeal: 

sentence re"iRI only: 
P e t i t i o n s  far review ....................................... 61 

Sentence appeal ............................................ 51 
Total o ther  cases ............................................. 

305 254 3469 
133 139 2004 
as8 -33 m g  

37 36 7 

141 150 54g 

40 55 399 
7 m  -7.T mas 

To ta l  cases ..................................................... 624 656 634 646 

Manner O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  
Requests Sentence 

Appeal I O r i g i n a l  t o  review Total 

Opinion and mandate .............. 119 -86 3 
Memorandum op in ion  6 judgment .... 19 15 0 0 2 36 
Summary Order .................... 3 1 9 14 1 28 
Dismissed by cou r t  or p a r t i e s  .... 113 39 4 30 10 196 
Denied ............................. _ _  20 80 _ _  100 

Total ............................. 254 139 36 150 55 634 

E V I l  c r l n l n a l  proceedings * + *  

Oispos i t i on  o f  cases 

O r i g i n a l  
C i v i l  Cr iminal  j u r i s d i c t i o n  - -  

By opin ion and mandate: 
Affirmed ................................ 63 46 1 
Affirmed i n  pa r t l r eve rsed  i n  p a r t  ....... 8 14 0 
Reversed ................................ 7 3 0 
Reversed and remanded ................... 35 17 0 
Remanded ................................ 6 4 0 
Sentence t o o ~ l e n i e n t  

2 Bar d i s c i p l i n a r y  ac t i on  ................... 
Aff i rmed ................................ 18 12 0 
Reversed ................................ 1 3 0 

Af f i rmed ................................ 0 1 1. 
Reversed OP w v e r i e d  and remanded ....... 0 0 2 
Other ................................... 3 0 6 

Total d i s p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  mer i t s  ........... 141 100 12 
Review denied ............................... _ _  20 

...................... _ _  _ _  _ _  
By memorandum op in ion  and judgment: 

By sumary order :  

Requests 
t o  

appeal 

7 
3 
9 
6 

' 1  _ _  _ _  
0 
0 

4 
4 
6 

40 
80 

Sentence 
r e r i e w  
9 

34 
5 
0 
1 
.2 
0 _- 
1 
1 

0 
0 
1 

45' 

Tota l  

151 
30 
19 
59 
13 
0 
2 

'31 
5 

6 
6 

16 
338 
100 

Status o f  pending caseload (12/31/791 

Records B r i e f s  Cases Hearing awaiting De c i r i o n  Mandate _ _ ~  
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ....................... 70 106 20 130 12 8 
Cr iminal  .................... 19 83 8 78 4 8 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings .......... 0 2 0 4 1 0 
Requests t o  appeal ............ 0 8 3 43 0 0 
Sentence rev iew on ly  .......... 2 11 3 22 0 1 

To ta l  ........................... 91 210 34 277 17 17 

Time i n t e r v a l  datan (average days1  

C i v i l  appeal c r im ina l  appeal Sentence rev iew o n l y  

Not ice o f  appeal t o  mandate ........................................... 609 599 395 
Not ice of appeal t o  op in ion p u b l i c a t i o n  ............................. 575h 579h 384h 

C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Pecord t o  completion of b r i e f i n g  ................. 145 195 93 
Completion O f  b r i e f i n g  t o  hear ing or submission ................... 89 73 11 

Hearing or submission t o  c i r c u l a t i n g  d r a f t  op in ion .............. 130 125 129 
C i r c u l a t i n g  d r a f t  op in ion t o  p u b l i c a t i o n  date ................... 107 62 87 

Pub l i ca t i on  date t o  mandate ......................................... 34 20 11 

Not ice of appeal t o  c w t i f i c a t i a n  o f  record ....................... 104 124 64 

Hearing o r  SubmiSiion t o  Opinion p u b l i c a t i o n  ...................... 237h 187h 216h 

(continued on next  page) 



176 
Alaska Supreme Court  l c o n t i n u e d l  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c1asSifiCationS used by t h e  CSlH p r o j e c t .  -- = Not app l i cab le .  

9Change i n  pending does no t  equal the  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

hFigure was computed: 

h r i n g  t h e  year. a number o f  cases a r e  r e c l a s s i f i e d ,  for  example, a c r i m i n a l  appeal m y  becow a sentence revim only case. and o ther  cases, 
o r i g i n a l l y  improper ly c l a s s i f i e d .  are corrected. The t r a n s f e r s  between case ca tegor ies  account f o r  the  discrepencies i n  caseflow. 

P u b l i c a t i o n  date t o  mandate" mean f i g u r e  equals "no t ice  of appeal t o  mandate'' minus "no t ice  of appeal t o  op in ion  publ icat ion."  
'"Hearing OP submission t o  op in ion  p u b l i c a t i o n "  mean f i g w e  f o r  t ime i n t e r v a l  data equals the  "hearing or Submission t o  c i r c u l a t i n g  

" p lus  " c i r c u l a t i n g  d r a f t  op in ion  t o  op in ion  publ icat ion. ' '  
a1 t o  op in ion  pub l ica t ion ' '  i s  the  sum o f  four major subcategories. 
a included i n  the  category: 

f c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  a p p a l l  f i l e d  includes cross appeals f i l e d .  
s r e l a t i n g  t o  dependency are included w i t h  t h e  c i v i l  appeals. 
s r e l a t i n g  t o  Cr iminal- type offenses are inc luded w i t h  t h e  c r i m i n a l  appeals category. 
e i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending caseload data:  

t ime per iods f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  of appeals was done f o r  139 c i v i l  appeals. 107 c r i m i n a l  appeals, and 38 sentence review on ly  

nclude cares f i l e d  and re ins ta ted .  

cases, which together conprised a l l  cares c losed by op in ion  and mandate d u r i n g  1979. 

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  of the  Courts, Alaska Court System. 1979 Annual Report [Anchorage, Alaska: 1980); and t h e  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  
Report o f  the  c l e r k  o f  t h e  Supreme Court e n t i t l e d  "Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 1979." 
m h  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  and c l e r k ' s  



A U S K A  SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general J u r i s d i c t i o n  
4 d i s t r i c t s .  10 courts, 20 judger  

January 1. 1979 t o  L k c h r  31. 1979 

177 

_p. - 
Beginning 

C i  v i  Id: 
Tort:  

cont ract :  

Real p roper t y  r i g l t s :  

C i v i l  damage ................................................. 
Debts. COntraCtS. and notes .................................. 
Housing. rea l  es ta te  ......................................... 
Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  

Divorce .................................................... 
Oisso lu t i on  of marriage .................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Reciprocal support ......................................... 
OtherJ ...................................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Probatetwillslintestate: 

Estates .................................................... 
Probate na ive r  ............................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Guardianship ............................................... 
Pro tec t i ve  ................................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Dther  e s t a t e  ................................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

suppor t lcustcdy : 

Estate:  

Guardianshiplconservatorshipttrusteeshi p: 

Mental heal th :  
Sani ty  ....................................................... 

A+lpea1: 
Appeal of admin i s t ra t i ve  agency care: 

Admin is t ra t i ve  review ...................................... 
Other c i v i  I .................................................. Other c i v i l :  

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
~ 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 13.159 

t r i m i n a l d :  
Felony ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 283 

N I A  
Appeal : 

From D i s t r i c t  Court .......................................... N I A  
To Suorem Court ............................................. N I A  

Total ......................................................... N I A  

Probat ion revocat ion ......................................... N I A  
Other ........................................................ N I A  

To ta l  ......................................................... N/A 
To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 283i 

Other  c r im ina l :  

Juveni le :  
Cr iminal - type offense: 

Oelinouencv .................................................. N I A  
Other j i v e n i i e :  

C h i l d  i n  need o f  a i d  ......................................... N/A 
Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. M I A  

2,090h 
2.145h 
4.235 

88oh 
33oh 

1,210h 
525h 

5,970 

647h 

734h 
87h 

i i h  

l l h  
go8h 

14oh 
157h 

315h 

196h 

1 , 0 5 6 h  

11.066 

691 
17 

52 
103 
155 

181 
30 

211 

1,074 

~ 

X 

X 

1,352 

~ 

X x 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X r 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 

X X - - 
9.867 14.5409 

751 3829 
X N I A  

X N t A  
X MIA 
X NtA 

X 
X 

3 3 5 1  

1.086 38294 

X NtA 

X N/A 
1.085 n/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 13.44Zi 13.492 12.038 15.257gi 

Jury Non-jury Tota l  

Domestic relationsm.. -- 198 198 
Other c i v i l '  ........ 48 82 130 

Tota l  c i v i l  .......... 48 280 328 
Cr im ina l  ( fe lony)  ..... 114 13 127 

To ta l  .................. 162 293 455 

C i v i l :  

C i v i l  d i spo i i t i onsm 

Other Domestic 
c i v i  l m  re la t ionsm 

Defaul t  ............ 737 

Judamnt 
Yithdravn .......... 1.204] 1.474 

( p r e t r i a l )  ........ 
OiSmiSIed .......... A::] 308 
Uncontested ........ _ _  3.237 

Before Jury l b n - j u r y  
t r i a l  t r i a l  t r i a l  

G u i l t y  (conv ic ted)  ....... - Ib 7 
G u i l t y  p lea .............. 414 2 0 
.acqui t ta l  .................. 29 4 
M i s t r i a l  With d ismissal  .. -- 7 0 
Dismissed ................ 156 0 0 
Change Of venue .......... 0 0 0 
Conala in t  withdrawn 4 0 0 
Other .................... 50 0 0 

Tota l  ..................... 624 114 13 

Age of pending caseloadsn (12131179) (days) 

Median 
b m e s t i c  EiationSm... %F 
Probatem .............. 891 676 
Other C iu i im  670 637 
Felony ............... 435 363 

...... 

.......... 
(continued on nex t  page1 



178 Alaska Super ior  Court (cont inued)  

Time i n t e r v a l  data (days1  

0 t o  30 31 t o  60 61 t o  90 91 t o  120 121 t o  180 181 t o  365 366 t o  730 Over 
Age a t  d ispos i t ionn: ,  Avwa e Median -;a!& + + dy; dj;y ",? d g  

Domestic r e l a t i o d . . .  -mdL -65- 
PrObateJ .............. 448 81 N I A  N I A  N I A  N I A  N I A  N I A  N I A  N I A  
MheP c i v i l  .......... 422 311 213 277 183 168 261 586 728 623 
Felony ............... 169 99 244 66 121 104 71 92 26 27 

Age of pending caseload (12/31/79)(daysL 

Under 90 91 t o  180 181 t o  365 366 t o  545 546 t o  730 731 t o  910 911 t o  1,095 Over 1,095 
da+- zgs ;;F ;;7 ",g ",y g dg;y 

Domestic re la t ionsm ............ 
Other c i v i l "  ................... 739 752 1,399 950 849 620 391 1,656 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the Class i f iCat iOnS used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
N/A - This case type i s  handled by the court.  but t h e  data a re  unavailable. 
X I The data f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. -_  = Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint. 
The crimina4 care u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of ind ic tments or  c o w l a i n t s .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  judgment. 

Figures a re  as given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

F i l i q d a t a  far c i v i l  case categor ies Were estimated. based On t h e  t o t a l  probate f i l i n g  f igures and t h e  percentages o f  the t o t a l s  t h a t  each 

The jL r+ le  f i l i n g  f i g u r e  f o r  each category was ca l cu la ted  by M l t i p l y i n g  t h e  percent of formal p e t i t i o n s  fo r  each Category by t h e  t o t a l  

Some occur a f te r  p re l im ina ry  hearings i n  D i s t r i c t  Court. 

9Change i n  pending does not equal the d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

hFigure was computed: 

ca ie  category represented given i n  the annual repor t .  

number o f  formal p e t i t i o n s .  

ng f i gu res  i nc lude  only fe lony  cases. 
f i gu res  i nc lude  only  c i v i l  and f e l o n y  cares. 

o f  data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 

ce or  r e v i s i o n  i n  the data: 

on d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  o r  t r i a l  data: 

annual repo r t  i nd i ca tes  t h a t  a ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  domestic r e l a t i o n s  "other"  cases are rec ip roca l  Support cases. 

er o f  o the r  c r im ina l  cares disposed was suppl ied by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  O f f i ce  o f  the court dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

r y  t r i a l  and c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  data are f o r  a11 c i v i l  categor ies except domestic r e l a t i o n s  and probate. 
e domestic r e l a t i o n s  (d ivorce,  rec ip roca l  Support) cases. 
e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s "  category doer no t  i nc lude  adoption cases. 
bate"  category inc ludes a l l  estate. mental health. and adopt ion cases. 
er c i v i l "  category inc ludes t o r r ,  contract, r e a l  p roper t y  r i gh ts ,  appeal, and o t h e r  c i v i l  cases. 

C i v i l  "on-jury 

on t ime  i n t e r v a l  o r  age o f  pending caseload data: 
d i s p o s i t i o n  and age O f  pending data a re  given f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  categor ies as l i s t e d  i n  the annual repo r t :  

Oomestic r e l a t i o n s  -- d ivorce,  d i s s o l u t i o n  of ny r r i age ,  and other. 
Probate -- estates. guardianship, probate waiver. p ro tec t i ve ,  o ther ,  adoption. and Sanity. 
Other c i v i l  -- c i v i l  damage; debts. cont racts .  and notes: housing. rea l  estate;  admin i s t ra t i ve  review; and other. 

t r i a l s  

Source: M m i n i r t r a t l v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1979 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the 
annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. 



AIASKA DISTRICT COURT 
179 

Court  of l i a i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
4 d i s t r i c t s .  21 courts,  17 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  Oeceaber 31. 1979 - - 
pendinq - eginning pending Disposed 

c i  v i  Id: 
Tort :  

C i v i l  damage ................................................. X 
cont rac t :  

Debt. con t rac t ,  and notes .................................... X 
Small c la ims ................................................... 6,737 
Othe r  c i v i l :  

Other ........................................................ X 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 12.200 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor .................................................... X 
P r e l i m i n a r y  hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... 654 
Other c r i m i n a l  ................................................. N I A  

457 X X 

3,414 
9,529 

X 
8.534 

X 
8.3869 

1.051 

14.451 

- X X 
~ ~ 

12.043 15.2449 

12.507h 

1.524 
1,996 - 

X X 

6909 
N/A 

1,270 
1.9101 

Total  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. x i  16,027 X x i  

T r a f f i c :  T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Misdemeanor t r a f f i c  .......................................... X 
Other c r i m i n a l - - t r a f f i c  on formal comDlaint .................. NIA 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
Misdemeanor t r a f f i c  .......................................... X 
Other c r i m i n a l - - t r a f f i c  on formal comDlaint .................. NIA 

6.734h 
469 

83,774 
90,997h 

X X 
X 

70.349 
X 

NIA 
N I A  

N/A 
Other t r a f f i c  ................................................. NIA 

Total  ......................................................... NIA 

Total  t r a f f i c  ................................................... x i  90.997h X x i  

Grand t o t a l  .......................................... 
U d  

9 Non-jury 
C i v i l :  

S m l l  c la ims ..... -- 988 988 
A l l  o ther  c i v i l  .. 44 168 212 

Tota l  ............. 44 1,156 1,200 
Cr imina l  : 

Misdemeanorm ..... 529 380 909 
Traff icm ........... -- 1.083 1 ,083  

h o d  t o t a l  ......... 573 2,619 3.192 

............. 17,2541 121.475 104.399 

Criminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

M i  sdemeanorm 
Before Jury Nan-jury 
t r i a l  t r i a l  t r i a l  

10.227 0 2 
- - = ~ ~  

Pre l im inary  
hearing _ _  

268 _- _ _  _ _  

G u i l t y  (convicted) ............................ 
G u i l t y  p lea  ( includes reduced t o  misdemeanor).. 

M i s t r i a l  w i t h  dismissal  ....................... 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  ............................... 
Complaint withdrawn ........................... 
OiimiSSed ..................................... 
Held t o  answer ................................ 
Other ......................................... 

A c q u i t t a l  ..................................... 

Superceded by indictment ...................... 

_ _  234 _ _  13 
543 -- 
735 0 0 

5.261 0 0 
0 

4<7 

226 
171 
148 

Tra f f i c '  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

G u i l t y  a t  "on- jury t r i a l  .................. 551 
Acqui t ted and dismissed ................... 532 
G u i l t y  plea ............................... 9.925 
Uaiver a t  counter and mai l  i n  b a i l  ........ 92.906 
No shows (c losed s t a t i s t i c a l l y )  ........... 2.021 
Other ..................................... 13,514 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (days) 

1 t o  30 31 t o  60 61 t o  90 91 t o  120 121 t o  180 181 t o  365 366 t o  730 Over 730 
Median days days days days days days days days 

97 1.488 1.939 1.168 696 637 583 1.172 851 
109 463 901 384 228 321 510 457 245 

33 10.907 2.255 1.775 1.116 677 795 643 659 
17 985 112 40 29 20 28 42 14 

ZOO NIA NIA NIA NIA N I A  N I A  NIA NIA 

- 

C i v i l "  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Defau l t  .................... 1.796 
Uithdraun .................. 1.054 
Dismissal .................. 288 

Age a t  d i s p o s i t i o n :  
C i v i l :  
bll c l a i m  .......... 
A l l  o ther  c i v i l  ....... 

Cr imina l :  
Misdemeanor" .......... 
P r e l  iminar), hear ing  ... 

Traf f icn ................ 

Rverage 

235 
243 

105 
63 

220 

Age o f  pending Caseload (12131I79)  (days) 

Over 
Under 91 t o  Under 121 t o  180 181 t o  365 366 t o  545 546 t o  730 731 t o  910 911 t o  1,095 

Average Median 90 days 180 days 121 days days days days days days 1.095 days 2 ..... ......... 106 1.958 
450 1.522 

1.727 1.071 535 501 
1,195 831 704 566 ...... Small c l a i m  577 399 1.531 957 NIA NIA 

A l l  o ther  c i v i l  623 511 924 666 NIA NIA 

nisde.e.noPm .......... 444 445 NIA NIA 1.781 486 959 1,148 2.972 0 0 0 
Pre l im inary  k a r i n g  .. 418 374 NIA NIA 137 57 131 125 240 0 0 0 

r h i n a l :  

(cont inued on next page) 



180 Alaska D i s t r i c t  Court (cont inued) 

Bo:dface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM p r o j e c t .  
N/A - This case type i s  handled by the  cour t ,  but  t h e  data are unavai lable.  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. -- - Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  care  i s  counted wi th the  f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  or c o w l a i n t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number o f  ind ic tments  or  complaints. 
A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  judgment. 

f i g u r e s  a r e  as reported i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

Misd-mor and "misdemeanor t r a f f i c "  f i l i n g  f igures  w e ~ e  est imated us ing  the  t o t a l  f i l i n g  f i g u r e r  given f o r  t h e  two case categor ies together 

9Change i n  pending does no t  equal the  di f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
The end pending f i g u r e  f o r  p re l im inary  hear ings does no t  i n c l u d e  those carer Out on Warrants. 

h f igure  vas computed: 

and t h e  percentage O f  the  t o t a l  each represented given i n  t h e  annual report .  
There were 18,827 misdemeanor and misdemeanor t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  

There were 19,241 misdemeanor and misdemeanor t r a f f i c  f i l i n g s .  

iData are no t  complete: 
Grand t o t a l  Oendina f i o u r e s  inc lude a l l  data exceot o t h e r  c r i m i n a l .  o ther  C r i m i n a l - - t r a f f i c  in fo rmal  C o m l d i n t .  and other t r a f f i c  cares. 

)Special  so& b; revislo; i n  t h e  data: 

mlnformat ion on d i r o o s i t i o n  tvDe  or t r i a l  data: 
The number o f  o ther  c r i m i n a l  cases disposed was provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c o u r t  d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
. . . . . . .  ~r~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . r ~  ~ ~ ~ ~~~~ 

C i v i l  type o f  d i r p o r i t i o n  data do not inc lude d i s p o s i t i o n s  o f  s m l l  c la ims cases. 
Misdemeanor type o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  data inc lude misdemeanor t r a f f i c  cases. 
T r a f f i c  t r i a l  and type of d i s p o s i t i o n  data on ly  i n c l u d e  ' "other t r a f f i c "  cases. 

Mirdein$anor age a t  d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  measured from f i r s t  appearance t o  dismissal .  a c q u i t t a l .  o r  sentencing. 

T r a f f i c  t ime i n t e r v a l  data only inc lude "other t r a f f i c "  cases. 
Age o f  pen4ing caseload data were no t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  "al l  other  c i v i l "  cases i n  the  sane t ime per iod  breakdowns as were a v a i l a b l e  fa r  a l l  other  

nInfoPnat ion on t ime i n t e w a l  o r  age o f  pending caseload data: 
The misdemeanor Category fo r  t ime 

i n t e r v a l  and age o f  pending data includes misdemeanor t r a f f i c  cases. 

care categor ies.  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Courts, Alaska Court  System. 1979 Annual Report (Anchorage. Alaska: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. and a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion  vas suppl ied by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Office of t h e  
cour t  dur ing  data ver i f ca t ion .  

ALASKA IUGISTRATES COURT 
Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

4 d i s t r i c t s .  56 courts.  56 par t - t ime and 2 1  a c t i n g  magistrates 
January 1, 1979 t o  Deccnber 31. 1979 - Xr- 

pending Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Ci"i1d: - - - - 
Total c i v i l  ..................................................... NIA 401 272 N I A  

Crimi@&,, 
isdeemcr  .................................................... NIA G ~ < J  hearing: 
Fewy' ....................................................... N/A 

1.584 

150 

1,363 

103 - 
NIA 

N l A  - 
Total c r im ina l  .................................................. NIA 1,734 1.466 NIA 

T r a f f i c :  - - - - 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... NIA 1.073 1,095 N I A  

Grand tot:al ...................................................... NIA 3.208 2.833 NIA 

~ l d f ' t C i b e a d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a i i o n s  used by the  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  

dcare dcfinition or' u n i t  o f  count: 

HIA 2aP.d~ ,,s care type i s  handled by the  court. but  the  data ape unavai lable.  

A.;,$ti:l care i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint .  
The, ' 'crhinal  care u n i t  O f  count i s  the  number o f  ind ic tments  or C o w l a i n t s .  

Source: ,Admlmst ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  o f  the Courts. Alaska Court S stern, 1979 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  
a h a 1  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o w u t e d  $re necessary. 



ARIZONA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

pellate jurisdiction overvar iou~ state 
administrative agencies. 

misdemeanor. 
- Original iurirdirt ion in felony. 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo and appeals on the 

record. 

lurv trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 jYItiCee 
jurisdiction: 1 - Final and la te  iurirdiction in dl 

I 

actionsin the rtate'sccourt sygtemex- 
cepf thoreariring in justice and police 
courts. 

- Exrlurivejuri.diction incases between 
rountier. 

COURT + OF APPEALS (2) 
12judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- A l l  actions and proceedingroriginat- 

inginorpermitted bylawtobeap- 

JUSTICES OF 
THE PEACE (84) 
84 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000. 
- Mirdemeanorr and criminal offenses 

with fine less than $300 or sen- 
tence under 6 months. Preliminary 1 hearings. 

CITY MAGISTRATES (74) 
94 magirtrater 
Jurisdiction: 
- Mirdemeanorrand criminal offenrer 

w i th  fine lese than $300 or sen- 
tence under 6 months. 

J"ry trial.. 

I 
1 

181 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 

CoYrt 
appellate 

Cour to f  
ge"er.4 

jurisdiction 

Court5 of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 
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ARIZOM SUPREME COLlRT 
Court of l a s t  r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1979 t o  U e c d e r  31. 1979 

pending Beglnmng pending % Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i " i 1  ........................................................ 36 50 79 
c r im ina1 ..................................................... 59 69 72 
Delayed appeals .............................................. 5 1 3 

Total  appealrJ ................................................ T O D  -776 -156 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas COPPUI ............................................ 4 
Special a c t i o n s j  ......................................... 26 
Bar m t t e r s  ............................................. 6 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  review1 .................................... 75 

Total  ..................................................... 111 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. -Trr 

7 
56 

3 
66 
- 

Total  cases ..................................................... 211 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters:  

Miscellaneous special  a c t i o n s j  ............................... - 6 
Total  o ther  proceedings ......................................... 6 

1,028 1.095 144 

7 64 65 

65 64 7 

- - 

Manner o f  d i spos i t i on  

@ p a l  I 
OPiginal  Other 

w r i t t e n  op in ion  ........................ 
Memorandum dec is ion  .................... 9 24 3 36 2 0 38 
Terminated w i thout  w r i t t e n  

op in ion  .............................. 3 0 0 3 853 64 920 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C lass i f i ca t i ons  used by the  C S l M  p ro jec t .  

o f  data inc luded I n  the  category: 
( c i v i l .  c r im ina l .  and delayed) f i l e d  inc lude cases t r a n s f w r e d  i n  from the  Arizona Court o f  Appeals. 
r r e d  from the  Court o f  Appeals dur ing  1979. 
c t i ons  i nc lude  mandamus. p rob ib i t i on ,  and quo warranto cases from O i v i s l i o n  One O f  t he  Court o f  Appeals. 

these cases f a r  D i v i s i o n  One s ince  1975 I n  o rder  t o  he lp  i t  catch up w i t h  i t s  backlog. 
f o r  review are  requests f o r  rev iew  of Court of Appeals cases (or  por t ions  the reo f )  t h a t  are heard as a mat te r  of r i g h t .  They a re  

e s s a r i l y  processed as a regular  appeal. 
eous spec ia l  ac t ions  are i n s t i t u t e d  by i nd igen t  p r isoners  fo r  redress o f  grievances a r i s i n g  out  of t h e i r  conv ic t ions  or r e s t r a i n t .  
s no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  or s ta tu to ry  p rov i s ion  which prescr ibes  t h i s  type o f  case. 

Ninety-three appeals were 

The Suprem Court has 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court. The Arizona Courts, 1979 Annual J u d i c i a l  Report (Phoenix, Acimna: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f rom the  annual 
repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. 



ARIZOM COURT OF APPEALS 
In te rmed ia te  a p p e l l a t e  court 

2 d i v i s i o n s .  12 j udger  
January 1, 1979 t o  Oecember 31. 1979 - - 

OirposedJ End 3 pending 
eg inmng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 619 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 648 
Delayed appeals .............................................. 0 

I n d u s t r i a l  t o m i s s i o n  ...................................... 125 
Uneap1,oyment insurance ..................................... 0 

Total  ....................................................... 125 
Juven i le  ..................................................... 12 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. TW 

Appeal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency care: 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpur .) .......................................... 2 
Special a c t i a n r J  ......................................... 14 
P e t i t i o n s  fo r  review-post c o n v i c t i o n  .................... 62 

Total  ........................ .:. .......................... 78 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. 7 

692 
805 

0 

187 
9 

196 
49 m 

5 
164 

88 
257 

7 5 7  

67 1 
906 

0 

207 
0 

207 
32 m 

6 
160 
100 
266 

-5% 

640 
547 

0 

105 
9 

114 
29 m 

1 
18 
50 
69 

-73 

Total  cases ..................................................... 1.482 1,999 2.082 1.399 

Manner of  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Appealr O r i g i n a l  
C i v i l  Cr im ina l  Dela ed A nc Juven i le  Total  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

w r i t t e n  op in ion  ............................ TF 106 + +V 10 TF 21 360 
Memorandum ................................. 174 505 Q 125 16 820 45 865 
Terminated Without opinion ................. 247 250 0 59 6 562 196 758 
Transferred t o  Supreme Court ............... 50 45 0 0 0 95 4 99 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  

JExplanat ion of data incuded i n  t h e  category: 
Appeals f i l e d  are  net  figopes a f t e r  appeals t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  a r e  added. 
Appeals disposed inc lude appeals t r a n f e r r e d  out and appeals disposed by t h e  court .  
Special ac t ions  inc lude mandamus, p r o h i b i t i o n ,  and quo warranto cases. 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1979 Annual J u d i c i a l  Report (Phoenix. Arizona: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f rom the  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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A R I Z O l U  SUPERIOR COURT 

Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
14 count ies . 78 judges 

January 1 . 1979 t o  Deceher 31 . 1979 

~~ ~ 

C i v i l d :  
La*: 

D o m r t i c  re la t i ons :  
Suppor t l tustody : 

Reciprocal  support ......................................... 
M o p t i o n  ..................................................... 
Other domestic re la t i ons :  

Domestic Pelat ions ......................................... 
Modify decwe .............................................. 
Foreign decree ............................................. 
Contempt only .............................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Estate: 

Probate .................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  ................................................. 
Appeal ......................................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

c i v i i j  ....................................................... 

Probatelwi 1 l s l i  " testate: 

C r in ina ld :  
Felony ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor ................................................... 
Appeal ......................................................... 
POltCO""iCti0" remedy: 

Postconv' ict ian r e l i e f  ........................................ 
Other  c r i $ inb l :  

Uncl m s i  f iedJ ................................................ 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 

Juvenilei: 
Non-offeme: 

Juveni'l& dependency .......................................... 
Tota l  j u v e n i l e  ................................................... 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

29. 951 33.033 30. 758 32.226 

8.684, 
1.7161 

12.799 
118 
147 
245 

13.309 
23.7091 

28. 658 
N I A  
3 
82.3181 

5.272 
256 
451 

102 

19 

6. 100 

7.646 
i.083i 

26. 717 
1.589 

172 
6. 466 

34.944 . 
43.6731 

8.146 3 
84.8521 

11. 323 
92 

1.852 

453 

95 

13.815 

- 

7.393 8. 937 
9151 1.8841 

27.049 12. 467 
1.358 349 

170 149 
6.274 437 

34.851 13. 402 
43. 1591 24. 2231 

11. 315 25. 489 
1.06iJ N I A  
A 3 
86. 2931 8 1 . 9 d  

10. 557 6. 038 
233 115 

1. 829 474 

464 91 

92 22 

13. 175 6. 740 

- 

T r i a l d  

t ir i1: 
t a w  ....................... 562 
. . o ? k r t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

'Stpport lcustody ......... 0 
Fi!bptian ................ 0 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ...... 15 

Total .................... 151 

P r o b a t e l w i l l s l i n r e r t a t e  . 0 
Estate: 

& a 1  h e a l t h  ............. 0 ...................... 5774 &kgi rial : 
:f6lony .................... 635 
WjZd-anor ............... 8 
k h l  .................... 18 ~~~. 
M h e r  c r i m i n a l  ............ 0 

T o R l  ...................... 661 
Wand t o t a l  .................. 1.23Ei 

Nan-jury 

1.880 

0 
0 

3.535 
3.5351 

5. 4154 

75 
3 

277 
1 

356 
5. 7711 

0 
0 

Total 
2. 442 

0 
0 

3. 550 
3.5501 

0 
0 

5. 9921 

710 
11 

295 
1 

1.017. 
7.009' 

Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Felony M i s d m a n o r  e 
Jury t r i a l  i n  process:R 

Non-jury t r i a l  i n  process: 

G u i l t y  p lea ............ 28 0 0 
Dismissals ............. 24 0 I 

G u i l t y  p lea ............ 2 0 0 
Oismissals 2 0 15 

Plea ..................... 6.873 127 50 
Oismir red lno l  p ~ o s  ....... 2.304 57 165 
Transfer  out ............. 62 5 204 
Other d ismissals  ......... 449 24 203 
Otherwise remved ........ 159 9 647 
AffirrnedlReversed .......... .. 265 

............. 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Support Barnst ic  Probate1 

Menta1 
hea l th  . . Law D n a s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  Estate 

custody' M a p t p i  re:;::ngl r i l l s l i n t e s t a t e  
Defaul t  hearing .... 5, 893 0 0 0 
Dismissals ......... 5, 546 0 0 4 ,  156 0 0 
Transfer out  ....... 477 279 0 69 0 0 
F ina l  order ........ 0 0 9151 0 0 1.061 
Otherwise removed .. 15.648 7.114 0 2, 864 11.315 0 
A r b i t r a t i o n  ........ 747 0 0 0 0 0 

Panel ............ 5 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Malpract ice 

Other 
c r im ina l  Total 

0 28 
0 25 

0 2 
0 17 
0 7.050 
5 2. 531 

11 282 
4 680 

71  886 
.. 265 

___ 
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Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  , 

NJA - This case type i s  handled by t h e  Court but  the  data a re  unavai lable.  
-- Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or Complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number O f  defendants on the  informat ion o r  indictment.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  v o i r  d i r e  examination of the  Panel b e d n r .  
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

A caseload inventory  vas conducted i n  t h e  Superior Court dur ing  January. 1979. 
f h g i n n i n g  pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 c o u r t  yea? doer no t  equal the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year. 

Adjustments. bared on t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  inventory ,  were 
made t o  t h e  beginning pending f i g u r e r  reported f o r  t h e  1979 cour t  yeap. 

iD.tl not Cnmoi.tP: ~... . . .. . . . .. . 
M a p t i o n  t o t a l  domestic re la t ions .  t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and grand t o t a l  f igures do no t  inc lude adopt ion data f o r  Maricopa County. 
Juvenile f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and pending data do no t  inc lude data from Maricopa o r  Yuma Counties. 

JExp ianat ion  o f  data included i n  the  category:  
F i l i n g s  i n c l u d e  cases t r a n s f e r r e d  i n .  
D ispos i t ions  inc lude cares t r a n s f w w d  out. 
C i v i l  cases inc lude prayer under $1,000, auto t o r t ,  nan-auto to*, cont rac t ,  eminent domain, u n c l a s s i f i e d  c i v i l .  and appeal cares. 
Mental h e a l t h  cases disposed are the  number o f  c i v i l  (549) and c r im ina l  (512) mental h e a l t h  hearings held. 
C i v i l  appeals a re  included w i t h  data C l a s s i f i e d  i n  t h e  law category. 
Unc lass i f ied  c r i m i n a l  carer are  offenses which do no t  corn under any of  t h e  Other c r i m i n a l  Care categor ies l i s t e d .  for  example. peace bond 

Figures given fo r  c r i m i n a l  cases disposed w h i l e  a j u r y  or non- jury t r i a l  was i n  process are a l so  inc luded i n  the  cour ts  O f  the  number of 
c r i m i n a l  j u r y  and non- jury t r i a l s  held. 

complaints. 
m ln fomdt iOn on type o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  or t r i a l  data:  

T r i a l s  are counted a t  t h e i r  beginning, bu t  no t  a l l  cont inue t o  verd ic t .  

Source: Arizona Supreme Court. The Arizona Courts, 1979 Annual Jud ic ia l  Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  r e p o r t s  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



ARIZOM JUSTICES OF M E  PEACE COURT 
Court  of  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

84 courts. 84 judges 

186 

January 1. 1979 t o  Dec&r 31. 1979 

End 
pending e pending F i l e d  OiSposed 

C i v i l d :  ~ __ __ __ 
Total  c i v i l  .................................................... 24,104f 47.229 46.988 24,345 

P r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing  ............................................ Xf 14,884 - 13,999 3,834 

Total  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 8,2151 41,332 35,080 14,527 

F 
Criminald:  

M i r d e e a n o r  .................................................... 5,32Sf 26,448 21.081 10,693 

T r a f f i c :  - __ - __ 
Total  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 57.761 289,941 266,595 81,109 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 90,142f 378,502 348,663 119.981 

x d  

* N o n - J u r y  E 
c i v i l  ............ 11 10,529 10.540 
c r i m i n a l  ......... 51 1,637 1.688 
T r a f f i c  .......... 177 8.674 8.851 
T o t a l  ............ 239 20.840 21.079 

Age O f  pending cases (12131179) 
Under Under Under A l l  other  

20 days 150 days 1 year cases 

C i v i l  .................. NIA N I A  19,226 5.119 
Criminal :  

T r a f f i c  ............... NIA 48,781 x 32.328 

.......... X 5.521 
X 3.212 

M i s d m a n o r  NIA 5,172 
Pre l im inary  hear ing  .. 622 X 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH pro jec t .  
NIA - This case type i s  handled by t h e  wwt. but the  data a re  unavai lable.  
X = The data fo r  t h i s  case type  ape known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dCare d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of  a p e t i t i o n  o r  

fBeginning pending f igure  fo r  t h e  1979 c o u r t  year doer no t  equal t h e  
end pending f igure  fo r  t h e  1978 c o u r t   yea^: 

complaint. 

i n f o m a t i o n ,  indictment,  or complaint .  

Figurer are  as-given i n  t h e  annual repbr t .  

The number o f  t r i a l s  Conducted was provided by the  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  cdunt i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on the  

A t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness i s  sworn. 

1Specidl source or r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 

s t a t e  COUPt  admin is t ra to r  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: Arizona Supreme Court. The Ar izona Courts. 1979 Annual Jud ic ia l  Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual Peport 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. and add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion  was provided by t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  
dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  - - 

ARIZOM C I T I  IVIGISTRATESI 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

74 c w r t s .  94 magistrates 
January 1. 1979 t o  D e c d e r  31. 1979 

-=Ki-= 
pending 

id* ememor .................................................. 26,585f 62.598 ~ 56,096 33,087 

Total  c r im ina l  ................................................. 26,585f 62.598 56.096 33.087 

e pending F i l e d  01 spared 

crl.i+ . 
__ - 

TCef f iC :  
ouliiou1, ....................................................... X X X X 
&%$ftaffic v i o l a t i o n  ....................................... ~ X X X X 

~ __ - 
171,702f 518.842 550.388 148.156 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 206.287f 581,440 606,484 181,243 

T r i a l d l  
Total  * N o n - j u r y  - 

Cr"iminal ......... 86 7,086 7.172 
T r a f f i c  .......... 873 22.602 23.475 
Tota l  ............ 959 29,688 30.647 

Age O f  pending caseload (12/31179) 
Under 150 days Over 150 days 

Criminal  ............... 15.087 2,523 

Total  ................... 57.711 14,731 
Tra f f i c  ................ 46,624 12,208 



Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C1asSifiCationP used by the  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
X = The data fop  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  c o u r t :  i b a t a  are no t  complete: 

lSpecia1 source or  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 

The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  court  i s  t h e  number of defendants on t h e  

A t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness i s  sworn. 

NO data were a v a i l a b l e  on the  age O f  the  pending caseload i n  the 

A l l  data given f o r  t h e  Arizona C i t y  Magistrates were provided by 

complaint. Marana o r  Phoenix Courts. 

fseginning pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1979 c o u r t  year  doer n o t  equal the  
end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 c o u r t  year: 
Caseload f o r  the 1978 c o u r t  year were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  c o u r t  

loca t ions ;  caseload data reported f o r  the 1979 c o u r t  year  a r e  
completed. 

t h e  o f f i c e  of the  s t a t e  Court administrator.  

Source: Unpublished data provided by t h e  o f f i c e  of the  Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Courts. - - - - 



188 
ARKANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 1 
7 judger 
Iurirdiction: 
Appllate jurirdiction over cases from Circuit, Chancery, and Probate Courts involving: 
- Construction or interpretation of Arkanrar Constitution and Acts, municipal or county ordinance, 

- Criminal appeals involving imposition of the death penalty or life imptieonment, and p 3 t  conviction 

-Appeals from administrative agencies. 
- Petitionrfoorwritr. 

court and administrative agency rules. 

re!ief ptit ionr. 

- Election and attorney discipline. 
- Appeals from Court of Appeals certified for review. 

A 
I COURT OF APPEALS 

I 

1 
6 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over cases from the Circuit, Chancery, and Probate Courts, except thoreca-5 

appealed directly to the Supreme Court. 

I CIRCUIT COURT (20)  
33 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil CdSeL over $100. 
- Original jurisdiction in criminal. 
- luvenile. 
Hears appeal de novo. 

Jury trial.. 

COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS (12) 
county judges serve 
Jurisdiction vanes: I -Contracts and othercivil matterr 

I under 51.000 not involving title to 
property. 

lury t r i a l s .  I 
98 judger 
Jutisdiction: 
- Contract under 5300. Property 

recovery under 5300. Property 
damage under5100 

- Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors. 

I POLICE COURT (3) 
3 judger 
lurirdiction: 
-Civil cases under 5300. 
-Mirdrmeanorr and ci ty ordinance 
"i0ldfi""J. 

No jury trials. J 

CHANCERY AND 
PROBATE COURT (20) 
30 chancellors 
lurirdiction: 
C o u r t r o t  equity (landdiiputer, 
domestic relations. e t 4  Hears 
probate matterr and adoptionr. 

Noiury trial. 

COUNTY COURT (75) 
75 j " d g S  

55 juwnile referees 
I W i d i C t i " " :  
- Original jurisdiction in county taxes, 

- Iuvenile. 

county expenditures. and claim3 
against county. Bastardy proceedings. 

No jury trial. 

JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE COURT (31 . .  
3jurticerof the p a c e  
Jurisdiction: 

Contract under 5300. Property 
recovery under 5300. Property 
damage under 5100. 

- Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors 

Six~man iury trials. 1 

76 iudges 
lurirdirtion: 
- Civil cares under 5300. 
- Misdemeanors and ci ty ordinance 

YiOldtiO"3. 

No jury tc ia l~.  

c o u r t  of 
1.5t 

W*"rl 

Intermediate 

EOWt 
appellate 3 

Courtsof 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cnurtr of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates routeof appeal t 



ARKAMSAS SUPRDIE COURT 
Court  of l a s t  r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  Decmber 31 . 1979 

189 

. 
End 

pending Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l :  
Law ........................................................ 76 
Equity ..................................................... 80 
Probate .................................................... 15 

Total  ....................................................... 171 

Capi ta l  .................................................... 8 
Other fe lony  ............................................... 71 
Misdemeanor ................................................ 7 

Total  ....................................................... 86 

Postconv ic t ion  ............................................. 8 
Total  appeals ................................................. 735 

Criminal :  

P O S t C 0 " Y i C t i O "  remedy: 

Other cases:  

161 
145 
11 

317 

208 29 
192 33 
24 2 

424 64 

5 
169 

7 
mi 

17 
515 

~ 

8 5 
200 40 
13 1 

221 46 

12 13 
T 1T5 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

C i v i l :  
Habeas corpus .......................................... 
Mandamus ............................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ............................................ 
C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................. 
Other p e t i t i o n s j  ....................................... 

Total  ................................................... 
Criminal  : 

nabeas corpus .......................................... . Mandamus ............................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ............................................ 
Postconv ic t ion  ......................................... 
C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................. 
Other p e t i t i o n r j  ....................................... 

Total  ................................................... 
Total  ..................................................... 

Total  o ther  cares ............................................. 
Total  cases ..................................................... 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearinq r e w e s t s  ............................................. 
Other m a i t e r i :  

M l t ions  (excluding extension of t ime)  ........................ 
Motions f o r  extension o f  t im ................................ 

Total  ......................................................... 
Tota l  Other proceedings ......................................... 

0 
0 
4 
I 
0 
2 
7 

12 
7 

0 
1 
9 
10 
34 
54 

3 
15 
15 
14 
14 
20 
81 
135 

-E5 

0 
2 
10 
8 

29 
49 

3 
14 
16 
14 
12 
18 
77 

126 -rm 

4 
11 
21 
7 

277 

14 

361 
0 
36 

501 
. 

650 

121 

3451 
1.105 
1.450 

1.571 

~ 

783 

118 

3331 
1.104 
1.437 
1.555 

144 

17 

481 
1 

49 __ 
66 

D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  cases 

post- 
C i v i l  Cr iminal  Convict ion = -~ 

ALlPeals: 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  op in ion  ( m a j o r i t y )  .... 4 5 P  
Per curiam 16 . .  .................... 

Affirmed : 
Affirmed ............................... 156 109 8 273 
Affirrned as modified o r  on c o n d i t i o n  ... 20 8 1 29 

Total  ................................... 176 117 9 302 

cr im ina1 Reversed ............................... 17 4 0 21 
and post-  Affirmed i n  p a r t  . reversed i n  p a r t  ..... 10 3 0 13 
c o n v i c t i o n  Reversed and dismissed ................. 13 8 1 22 

C i " i 1  rnnedy Reversed w i t h  d i r e c t i o n s  ............... 1 0 0 1 
Tota l  ................................... 41 15 1 57 

Record f i l i n g  t o  SUbmiOSion ...... 121.12 156.25 Reversed and remanded .................... 58 21 0 79 ........... 3 Submission t o  dec is ion  15.42 34.99 Remanded ................................. 2 1 0 
Record f i l i n g  t o  dec is ion  ........ 136.54 191.24 Affirmed i n  p a r t  and remanded ............ 2 1 0 3 
Average number o f  days care can- Transferred t o  Court o f  Appeals .......... 115 58 0 173 

Average number O f  days case con- Dismissed w i t h  op in ion  ................. 2 0 0 2 
t i n u e d  On motion O f  appellee ... 1.89 7.04 Dismissed w i thout  op in ion  .............. 28 8 2 38 

P e t i t i o n s  granted ........................ 22 311 11 54 

Time i n t e r v a l  datan (average d a y s 1  Reversed: 

t i n u e d  on motion o f  appe l lan t  .. 21.01 18.08 O i  m i s s e d :  

Total  ................................... 30 8 2 40 

P e t i t i o n s  denied ......................... 27 321 131 72 

Granted .................................. 3 9 0 12 
Denied ................................... 31 75 0 106 

Total  ..................................... 34 84 0 I18 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Rehearing requests: 

(cont inued on next page) 



190 Arkansas Supreme Court (cont inued) 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH pro jec t .  
N IL  - This care t ype  i s  handled by the  court .  bu t  the  data a re  unavai lable.  

JExplanat ion o f  data included i n  the  category: 

1Special source or r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 

mInformat ion On d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

" Informat ion on t ime i n t e r v a l  o r  age Of pending caseload data:  

Court  dur ing  1979. 

Other p e t i t i o n s  inc lude reviews o f  Court  o f  appeals dec is ions  and t r a n s f e r s  from t h e  CouPt o f  Appeals. 

The number Of motions (excluding ex tens ion  O f  t i n e )  pending. f i l e d ,  and disposed, and the  number of c r i m i n a l  and por tconv ic t ions  o r i g i n a l  

There were 62 d issent ing ,  23 concurring. and 6 d i s s e n t i n g  i n  Par t  and concurr ing i n  P a r t  opinions f i l e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  453 m a j o r i t y  

The t ime i n t e r v a l  data a r e  based on a survey of 221 c i v i l  appeals and 129 c r i m i n a l  and POstCOnviCtiOn remedy appeals decided by t h e  Supreme 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  p e t i t i o n s  granted and denied were provided by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Of f i ce  of the  cour ts  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

op in ions  f i l e d .  

Source: Execut ive Secretary, Jud ic ia l  Department. F i f t e e n t h  Annual Report, 1979 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock. Arkansas). S t a t i s t i c s  are 
from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and add i t iona l  i n f o m a t i o n  was suppl ied by t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  O f  the  c o u r t s  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



191 
ARKANSAS COURT OF APPEALSb 

I n t e d i a t e  appe l la te  court 
6 j u s t i c e s  

J u l y  1. 1979 t o  D e c d e r  31. 1979 

~ 

tnd 
pending ;gl endin y, Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i r i l :  
Law ........................................................ 0 286 114 172 
€qui t y  ..................................................... 0 101 43 58 
Probate .................................................... 0 13 3 10 

Total  ....................................................... 0 400 160 240 

Felony ..................................................... 0 138 68 70 
Misdemeanor ................................................ 0 15 11 4 

Total  ....................................................... 0 153 79 74 
Total  appeals ................................................. 0 755 m -3r? 

Criminal :  

Other cases: 

C i v i l :  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Habeas COPPUS .......................................... 0 0 0 0 
C e r t i o r a r i  0 2 1 1 
Other p e t i t i o n s  ........................................ 0 54 53 1 

Total  ................................................... 0 56 54 2 

Habeas corpus .......................................... 0 0 0 0 
C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................. 0 7 6 1 
Other p e t i t i o n s  ........................................ 0 0 0 0 

Total  ................................................... 0 7 6 1 
Total  .................................................... 0 63 60 3 

Total  o ther  cases 0 -63 arr 1 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 0 616 299 317 

............................................. 
Criminal  : 

............................................. 

Other proceedings: 

Other matters:  
Rehearing requests ............................................. 0 

Motions (excluding extension o f  t i m e )  ........................ 0 
Motions f o r  extension o f  t ime ................................ 0 

Total  ......................................................... - 0 

Total  o ther  proceedings ......................................... 0 

Appeal I : 
Aff i rmed: 

c i v i l  

Affirmed .............................. 88 
Affirmed as modified o r  an c o n d i t i o n  .. 8 

Total  .................................. 96 
Affirmed i n  p a r t  and remanded ........... 2 

Cr imina l  
~ 

50 
6 

56 

D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  cases 

Total  - 

138 
14 

152 

45 

115 
423 
538 

583 

35k 

93k 
420 
513 

548 

C i v i l  

P e t i t i o n s  granted ...................... 54 
P e t i t i o n s  denied ....................... 0 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
- 

Rehearing requests: 
Granted ................................ 0 
h i e d  ................................. 25 

10 

22 

25 
3h 

35 

- Crimina1 

5 
1 

0 
10 

- Total 

59 
1 

0 
35 2 0 

Total  ................................... 25 10 35 Reversed: 
Reversed .............................. 4 0 4 
Affirmed i n  par t .  reversed i n  p a r t  .... 7 4 11 
Reversed and dismissed ................ 2 3 5 
Reversed w i t h  d i r e c t i o n s  .............. 0 0 0 

Total  .................................. 13 7 20 
Reversed and remanded ................... 27 6 33 
Remanded ................................ 3 0 3 
O i  smi Ssed: 

Oismissed w i t h  op in ion  ................ 0 0 0 
Dismissed without ao in ion  ............. 11 5 16 

Total  .................................. 11 5 is 
Transferred t o  Supreme Court ............. 8 5 13 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

U p i t t e n  op in ion  ( m a j o r i t y )  .... 1 6 7  
Per curiam .................... 36 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
N I A  - This case type i s  handled by the  Court. but  the  data ape unavai lable.  

b p a r t i c u l a p  c o u r t  or r e p o r t i n g  system in fo rmat ion :  
The Arkansas Court of Agpealr was es tab l i shed w i t h  t h e  approval by 

t h e  v o t e ~ ~  o f  Const i tu t iona l  k n d m e n t  58 i n  November o f  1978. 
The Court began OpePations on J u l y  1. 1979. The data repor ted  
here are fo r  the  f i r s t  s i x  months O f  t h e  c o u r t ' s  Operation. the  
second h a l f  o f  t h e  cour t  year. 

ca lcu la ted  us ing  beginning pending, f i l e d ,  and disposed f igures  
given i n  t h e  annual report .  

hFigure vas computed: 
End pending f i g u r e  f o r  m t i o n r  f o r  extension o f  t i n e  was 

kAdd i t iana l  in fo rmat ion :  
None of t h e  rehear ing requests were granted. 
Seventy-f ive O f  t h e  motions (excluding t ime motions) were granted. 

m I n f a r w t i o n  on d i s p o s i t i o n  t w e  or t r i a l  data: 
There were 45 d issent ing , -7  concurring. and 1 d i s s e n t i n g  i n  p a r t  

and concur r ing  i n  p a r t  opinions f i l e d  i n  add i t ion  t e  the  167 
m a j o r i t y  opinions f i l p d .  

Source: Execut ive Secretary, Jud ic ia l  Department. F i f t e e n t h  Annual Report. 1979 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas). S t a t i s t i c 5  a r e  
from the  annual r e p o r t  e s e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been CORpUted where necessary. 
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ARKANSAS CIRCUIT COURT 

Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
20 c i r c u i t s ,  33 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  k c d e r  31, 1979 
i - P 

F i l e d  y pending 
Beginning 

pending 
C i v i l d :  

L a d  : 
C i v i l  ........................................................ 21.109fj Z7,68d 26.46d 22,3293 

Appeals A 2 3 A 
Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 21,109f 27,683 26.463 22,329 

........................................................ 

Cr in ina ld :  
Felony: 

Capi ta l  ...................................................... 49f 
Felony ....................................................... 6.889f 

Tota l  ......................................................... 6.938f 
Appeal j  ........................................................ 2.961f 

91 86 
9,770 10.658 
9.861 10,744 

~ 5,005 5.186 

54 

6,055 
~ 2,780 

6.001 

................................................. Total c r i n i n a l j  9,8991 14,866 15.930 8,835 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 31,008f 42.549 42.393 31.164 

Age of pending Caseload 

Less than 
1 t o  2 years Over 2 ears 

ti v i  1 ............................ +F-% 5,441 + 
Criminal  : 

Felony: 
Capi ta l  ...................... 47 2 5 
Felony ....................... 4,038 1.310 653 

Total ......................... 4,085 1,312 658 
Appeal ......................... 2.179 433 168 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................. 6,264 1.745 826 

Bo.td6ace headings i n d i c a t e  the C Iass i f i ca t i onS  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  

dGse  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A C i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of in format ions or ind ic tments.  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 Court year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year: 
Figures are as g iven i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

JExplanation o f  data inc luded i n  the category: 
Law inc ludes appeals ( t r i a l  de novo) t h a t  could not be Separated from t h e  t o t a l ,  
Appeal cases i nc lude  some o r i g i n a l  misdemeanor cases. 
Criminal  data i nc lude  a nominal number of j u v e n i l e  cases and j u v e n i l e  appeals. 

' 

Source: Executive Secretary. Jud ic ia l  Department, Fourteenth Annual Report, 1979 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas) .  S t a t i s t i c s  w e  
from t h e  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been Computed where necessary. 



ARKANSAS CHANCERI AMI PROBATE COURT 
Court  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 chancery c i r c u i t s .  30 chance l lo rsc  
January 1. 1979 t o  Deccher 31. 1979 

tnd 
pending F i  1 ed 01 sposed Beglnnln. 

pending 

C i r i l d :  
E q u i t y  ......................................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Reciprocals IN  ............................................. 
Reciprocals OUT ............................................ 

Total  ....................................................... 
M o p t i o n  ..................................................... 
Other d m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

.Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 
Total  .......................................................... 

Support lcustody: 

< Estate: 
P r o b a t e l w i l l  s l i  ntestate:  

Guardianshiolconservatorshioltrusteeshio: 
Oecedents' es ta tes  ......................................... 

.~ .~ 
Guardianship ............................................... 
Miscellaneous probate ...................................... 

Total  ......................................................... 
A l c o h o l i c  and mental ......................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Other estate:  

Mental heal th:  

9.269f 

2.788f 

2.788f 
0 

NIA 

13,031f 
15.819f 

14,796f 

N I A  

N I A  
14.796fi 

N/A 

39,884fi 

6.890 

2.277 
1.402 
3.679 
1.715 

23.140 
28.534 

4.084 

1.948 

1.336 
7.368 

1,086 

43,878 

7.301 

1.766 
1.402 
3,168 

NIA 

23.637 
26.8051 

3.6451 

NIA 

NIA. 
3.6451 

N/A 

37,7511 

8.858 

3.299 
0 

3.299 
NIA 

12.534 
15,83319 

15.235 

NIA 

N/A 
15.235i9 

3 
39.9261 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 39,884fi 43.878 37.751f 39.926i 

Age O f  pending caseload 

Less than 
1 year 1 t o  2 years 

C i v i l :  
Equ i ty  ........................ 3.844 2.807 
sUpport1custody: 

Reciprocals IN  .............. 1.377 
Reciprocals OUT ............. 0 

Total  ........................ 1,377 
Other d c e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ...... 7.929 

Tota l  c i v i l  .................... 13.150 

844 
0 

844 
2.848 
6,499 

Over 

2.207 

1.078 
0 

1.078 
1.757 
5.042 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  Classi f iCat iOnS used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
N/A - This case type i s  handled by the  Court. but  the  data are unavai lable.  

CJudge in fo rmat ion  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

f8eginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 c o u r t  year does not equal the  

9Change i n  pending doer not  equal t h e  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and 

Three c i r c u i t  judges serve as chancel lors.  also.  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  

end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 c o u r t  year: 
Figures a r e  as given i n  the  annual repor t .  

d i r p o r i t i o n s :  
Figures are as given i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

complaint .  

lData are not  complete: 
Lknes t ic  relat ions pending and disposed t o t a l s  do no t  

inc lude adoptions. 
Estate pending and disposed t o t a l s  do not 

inc lude guardianshiplconrervatorrhip1t~"st~~shlp 
and o t h e r  e s t a t e  cares. 

Total  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  pending and disposed do not 
inc lude adoptions, guardianshiplconservatorshipltrusteeship. 
o t h e r  estate.  and mental h e a l t h  cases. 

Source: Executive Secretary, J u d i c i a l  Department, F i f t e e n t h  Annual Repopt. 1979 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
from the  annual repor t  and the  c l e r k ' s  c o r r e c t i o n s  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

ARKANYIS COURT OF CWON PLEAS 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

12 courts.  county judges serve 
January 1. 1979 t o  & c e d e r  31, 1979 

pending * pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  __ __ __ - 
Total c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 508 N I A  NIA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NIA 508 NIA Nl A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
NIA = This care type i s  handled by t h e  Court. but  the  data a r e  unavai lable.  

dCare d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of  count: 

Source: Execut ive Secretary, Jud ic ia l  Oepartment, F i f t e e n t h  Annual Report. 1979 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock. Arkansas). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint .  

from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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ARKANSAS COUMV COURT 

Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
7 5  cour ts ;  75 judges. 55 j u v e n i l e  referees 

January 1, 1979 t o  Lkcmber 31. 1979 - 
Disposed pending 5 pending F i  1 ed 

t i r i l d :  
O O R S t i C  r e l a t i o n s :  

Bastardy .................................................... N/A 1,886 N/A N/A 
Total  c i v i l  .................................................... NlA 1.886 NIA H I A  

~ 

Juveni le:  - - __ ~ 

Total  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. NlA 11.786 N I A  M I A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... NIA 13.672 NIA NIA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
NIA - This case type i s  handled by the  court .  bu t  t h e  data a r e  unavai lable.  

d o s e  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint .  

Source: Execut ive Secretary. J u d i c i a l  Department, F i f t e e n t h  Annual Report, 1979 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock. Arkansas). S t a t i s t i c s  are  
from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. - 

ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL COUnfl 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

118 Courts, 98 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  k c & r  31. 1979 

End 
pending 2 eg1nmng pending Disposed 

C i r i l d :  - - - - 
Total c i v i l  ..................................................... NIA 24,9981 NIA NIA 

cr iminald:  
MiidZii'anor: 

cl;lMWhi ..................................................... __ NIA 113,701i N/A N/A 
Tota l  c r i h i n a l  .................................................. NIA 113.7011 NIA N I A  

T r r f f i c :  ~~~~~~~~ 

Our&y~>: 
OtHg'&pffi c ri 01 a t i  on*: 

OrLv,2@g wh i le  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... N I A  

ti&$g, t r a f f i c  ............................................... NIA 
RWei t r a f f i c  NIA 

T o e d  ......................................................... N/A 
................................................ 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

N/R 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... NIA 384.8751 NIA N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  528.0431 NIA NIA 

Boldfacg, headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  ClaSSifiCatiOnS used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
N/A = ifi!&"care type  i s  handled by t h e  cour t ,  but  the  data a r e  unavai lable.  

dcare de f jm l t ion  or u n i t  o f  count:  
1 care i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
iminal  case unit Of count i s  t h e  number Of informat ions. indictments.  o r  complaints.  

,e no r e p o r t s  f i l e d  fo r  t h e  towns of Arkadelphia. Boonevi l le.  Dermott, DeValls B lu f f ,  England. Eudora. .Fordyce. Harr isburg,  Lake 
e ,  Lewisv I l le .  Melbourne. Rogers. Salem, S t u t t g a r t .  and Uarren. 
na, Mammoth Spring. Hope, C l a r k s v i l l e .  Ash F l a t ,  and B a t e s v i l l e .  

Only K-month repor ts  are  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  McGehee, Marshal l .  
Data repor ted  f o r  B a t e s v i l l e  and B e r r y v i l l e  were no t  d iv ided i n t o  

t o t a l  of 4.469 cases *ere f i l e d  i n  these two Courts; t h i s  f i g u r e  i s  inc luded i n  the  grand t o t a l  f igure .  but  not in 

Source: Executive Secretary. J u d i c i a l  Oepartrnent. F i f t e e n t h  Annual Report. 1979 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o q u t e d  where necessary. 

P - 
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c o u r t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
84 c i ty  Courts. 76 judges; 3 p o l i c e  courts.  3 judges: 3 j u s t i c e  of t h e  p a c e  courts.  3 j u s t i c e s  of  the p a c e  

January 1. 1979 t o  December 31, 1979 - - 
pending F i l e d  Oisposed -Egln”lng 

pending 

C i r i l d :  
~ __ - - 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  i 3 i i  N I A  NIA 

Cr imina l  ..................................................... 3,5191 N/A N/A 

Criminald: 
M i s d m a n o r :  

Total  c r im ina l  .................................................. NIA 3,5191 NIA NIA 

T r a f f i c :  
OYllDUI : 

M h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  
D r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... NIA 

Other t r a f f i c  ................................................ NIA 
Total  ......................................................... N/A 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... NIA 

Moving t r a f f i c  ............................................... NIA 11.166! 
4,4921 

15,6581 

17,1781 

NIA 

N I A  
NIA 

N/A 
N I A  

NIA 

NIA 
N I A  

N/A 
NIA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NIA 20,8341 N I A  M I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  ClaSSifiCdtionS used by t h e  CSIM p ro jec t .  
N/A i This Care type i s  handled by t h e  Court, bu t  the  data ape unavai lable.  

dtase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  O f  Count i s  the  number of informat ions. indictments.  o r  comola in t r .  

There were no repor ts  fo r  t h e  c i t i e s  of Alma. Arkansas Citv.  Ashdown. Austin. Bearden. Cal ico Rock. Cotton Plant. Oecatur. Oel luht .  Uiaz. 
ioat. are no t  complete: 

Farmington, Fr iendship,  G m w t t e ,  Greenbriar, Grubbs, Higginson, l d l l y  Groie, Jacksinpart, Magazine, Manila, &ked Tre;. McC;ori. 
I l i t c h e l l v i l l e ,  Elauntainburg, Newark, Norr i r town, Russel l ,  Swifton. Thornton. Tuckerman and Whitehal l .  Only 6 month peports a re  a v a i l a b l e  
from: Al theimer.  Bald Knob. Camack V i l laue .  Carthaue. &mas. G i l l e t t .  Glenwood. Gould. Gradv. Green Forest. Horseshoe Bend. Haxie. 
Humphrey. Lowell; Madison, Marshall. Palest ine,  Pangtiurn, Parkdale, Patterson, R&ebud..Stmnh; Sulphur springs, Sumnitt. sunset, 
Traskuood, Tryronza. and Uilson. 

Source: Execut ive SecPetary, J u d i c i a l  Department. F i f t e e n t h  Annual Report, 1979 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i i t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas). 
are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  
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b 

Judi 

7 jmtices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Directappeakof judgmentofdeath. 
- Al l  other appeals are discretionary. 

CALIFORNIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 1 

I 56 iudeer I 

I urmdiction: 
- Appealr from Superiorcourt except 

in iudrrment of death. 

I 
SUPERIOR COURT (58 )  
561 judger and %'full-time commiieione~ 
and referees 
Unlimitd original jurisdiction: - Ptimatily handlei evil action3 over 

Exclusive jurisdiction over probate. 
- Primarily handler felonies. 
- Exclusive ivriidiction over iuvenile. 
Appealr de novo of small ~ l a i m ~ c a g e s  ir 

municipal courts and civil cases in 
jwt ice COUTtO. 

Appealron record of other municipal 
Court cases and criminal cases from 
jUIliCe 'O"Tt6. 

$is.ooo, equity, domestic 

MUNICIPAL COURT (89) 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $ls.ooo. ~ m d l  

- Misdemeanors. ordinance violatimi. 

465 judger authorized 

claims under $750. 

felony preliminaries 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (102) 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law under $ls.ooo, small ddims 

~ Mirdemeanorr, ordinance vi~ lat ion~.  

lurv ttialr. 

feluny preliminaries. 

Court o f  
last 

re*ort 1 
Intermediate 

Appellate 
Court 

Cow1 of 

iurisdiction 
ge"Wal 

Courts 
"f 

limited 
jurisdiction 

lndiratesrouteof appeal t 



CALIFORNIA SUPREM COURT 
Court  o f  l a s t  resort 

7 j v s t i c e s  
Ju ly  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
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pending 
tnd 

F i l e d  Oisposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i ” i 1  ........................................................ 
Cr imina l :  

o i  r e c t  appeais j  ............................................ 
Other c r im ina l  ............................................. 

Total  c r im ina l  .............................................. 
Total  appeals ................................................. 

&her cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
c i v i l  .................................................... 
Criminal  ................................................. 

Total  ..: .................................................. 
At to rney  d i s c i p l i n a r y  PPoceedinwJ. ....................... D i s c i p l i n a r y  matters:  

Advisory opinion’: 
Execut ive clemency app l ica t ions  .......................... -~ 

m a l  ....................................................... 
C i v i l :  

C i v i l  appeals ............................................ 
C i v i l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings ............................... 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Cr imina l  appeals ......................................... 
Cr imina l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings (habeas corpus) ............ 

Total  ..................................................... 
Total  ....................................................... 

Tota l  o ther  cases ............................................. 
Total  cases ..................................................... 

Requests t o  appeal j :  

Cr im ina l :  

X h e r  proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 
Other mttws: 

Transfer and re t rans fe r  ...................................... 
O r d e r s / n r i t s  t o  show cause ................................... 
Motions decided .............................................. 
Miscel laneous ................................................ 

Total  ......................................................... 
Total  Other proceedings ......................................... 

N/A 

N/A 
NIA + 
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/A 

N/A 
n m  

N I A  
N/A 
N I R  

75 N/A 

X N I A  
X N I A  

124 N I A  
49 N/A 

90 61 

118 118 
799 ( 35)e 768 

994 
474 

,468 

N/A 
N I A  
N/A 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

1.109 1.043 .( 66)e N/A 
393 379 ( 14)e NIA  

1,502 N I A  
2.970 
3,769 ( 35re -% 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N /A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

Manner o f  d iSpoSi t ion  

nppea1s Or ig ina l  Other 
C i v i l  Cr im ina l  roceedin s roceedin 5 Total  + T d r i t t e n  op in ion  .......... T T 

N I A  82 N/A 

N I A  185 N l A  ~~~ 

N I A  59 

N I A  2.109 
N I A  148 

N I A  2.501 

N I A  2.583 , N I A  

D ispos i t i on  of appeals ( c r i a l n a l p  

Affirmed .......................... 11 
Aff i rmed w i th  mod i f i ca t ions  ....... 5 
Reversed, no r e t r i a l  .............. 2 
Reversed fo r  expected r e t r i a l  ..... 24 
Dismissed ......................... 1 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by tne C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
N I A  = This case type i s  handled by the  cour t .  bu t  the  data a re  unavai lable.  
X = The data f a r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but  were not ava i l ab le  by CategoPy. 

:Cases no t  inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  

jExp lanat ian  o f  data included i n  the  category:  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  hearings granted ape not counted as a disposed p e t i t i o n  u n t i l  the  r e s u l t i n g  appeal or o r i g i n a l  prOceeding i s  disposed; a 

D i r e c t  c r i m i n a l  appeals are c a p i t a l  (death pena l ty )  cases only.  
When an a t to rney  f i l e s  a p e t i t i o n  f o r  a W r i t  o f  review i n  the  Supreme Court. the  d i s c i p l i n a r y  mattep i s  docketed as a c i v i l  o r i g i n a l  

proceeding. and the  case i s  r e f l e c t e d  both i n  the  f i l i n g s  and, when decided. i n  the  d i i p o i i t i o n s .  
f i l e d  i n  2 O f  the  90 d i s c i p l i n a r y  m t t e r r  and p e t i t i o n s  t o  r e t  aside or stay suspension were f i l e d  i n  11 o f  the  Cases. 

Requests t o  appeal are p e t i t i o n s  f o r  hear ing cases prev ious ly  decided by the  Courts o f  Appeal. 

Figures fo r  c i v i l  and c r im ina l  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  Cases disposed and the  number of execut ive clemency app l i ca t i ons  f i l e d  w e ~ e  suppl ied by 

O i s p o s i t i o n  o f  appeals data inc lude on ly  c r im ina l  appeals terminated by w r i t t e n  opinion. 

f i l i n g  i s  not counted fo r  the  appeal or  o r i g i n a l  proceeding. These gmnted p e t i t i o n s  a re  the  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  a w r i t  o f  review were 

ISpec ia l  source o r  rev i s ion  i n  the data; 

n lnformat ion on d ispos i t i on  type or  t r i a l  data: 
t he  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Off ice O f  the  Court dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: J u d i c i a l  Council o f  Ca l i f o rn ia .  1980 Annual Re ort  o f  the  Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  Of t he  C a l i f o r n i a  Courts (San Francisco. Ca l i f o rn ia :  
1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual repor t  Except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



198 
CALIFORNIA COURTS OF APPUL 

Intermediate a p p e l l a t e  court 
5 d i s t r i c t s .  5 s  judges 

J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

pending e pending F i  1 ed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ..................................................... 2,895 
C r i l i i n a l  .................................................. 2.628 

To ta l  appeals .............................................. 333 

3.662 
4,279 m 

X 
X 

-8;6m 

3.250 
3,069 

m 9  

Other cases: 
Or ig n a l  proceedings: 

O r l g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
c i v i l  ................................................. N I A  3,831 X N I A  
Criminal .............................................. NIA 1,081 X N/A .................................................. .......................................... 4% * Total  M I A  4.912 

Tota l  o the r  carer Imr rn 
To ta l  cases .................................................. 5.5231 12,853 13,439 6,3191 

Other proceedings: 

M her  matters: 
Rehearing requests .......................................... N/A 

no t i ons  t o  dismiss on c l e r k ' s  c e r t i f i c a t e  ................. N I A  
no t i ons  ................................................... N I A  
Orders (miscel laneous) .................................... N I A  

To ta l  ...................................................... N/A 

N I A  

425 
NIA 
M I A .  
425' 

1.449 

N I A  
1.262 
9.415 

10,677 - 
Tota l  Other proceedings ...................................... N I A  4251 12.126i NIA 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  D ispos i t i on  o f  appeals ( c r i m l n a l p  

U r i t t e n  opin ion .......... 2.673 3,077 414 6.164 

A f f imwd ......................... 2.330 
Aff i rmed w i t h  m d i f i c a t i o n s  ...... 368 
Reversed. no r e t r i a l  ............. 18 
Reversed f o r  expected r e t r i a l  .... 308 
Oirmisred ........................ 4 

Status O f  pending caseload (6130179) 

C i v i l  Cr iminal  Total 
Appeals no t  ready fo r  calendar ..................... 
Appeals argued. calendared. o r  ready f o r  calendar.. 1.483 1,161 2,644 

r;srsh 

Bo,\dj&headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  Class i f iCat iOnS used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
I$& ? p $ s  care t ype  i s  handled by t h e  Court. bu t  t h e  data a re  unavai lab le.  
X*-.The'data f o r  t h i s  case t ype  a re  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

caud:g$. in format ion:  

gCha$@: i n  pending doer not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  
'There were 58.1 f u l l - t i m e  judge equiva lents  i n  the Coupts of Appeal du r ing  f i s c a l  year  1978-1979. 

r t e d  i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

mber o f  pending appeals no t  ready f o r  calendar was computed by sub t rac t i ng  t h e  number argued, calendared. OF ready fop calendar from 
t o t a l  number pending. 

cases pending do no t  inc lude o r i g i n a l  proceedings. 
o the r  r a t t e r s  and o the r  proceedings f i l e d  i nc lude  only  mationr t o  dismiss on clerk's c e r t i f i c a t e .  

o ther  mat ters  and other  proceedings disposed do not i nc lude  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  motions t o  dismiss on c l e r k ' s  C e r t i f i c a t i o n .  

F i l i n g s  are no t  repo r ted  for 

on d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  o r  t r i a l  data: 
i o n  o f  appeals data inc lude only c r im ina l  appeals terminated by w i t t e n  opinion. 
re 4.901 authored m a j o r i t y  op in ions and 1,130 "by t h e  cou r t "  m a j o r i t y  op in ions t h a t  disposed O f  6.031 Cases. 

Source: J u d i c i a l  Counci l  Of Ca l i f o rn ia ,  1980 Annual Report o f  t h e  Admin i s t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Courts (San Francisco,. Ca l i f o rn ia :  
1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have beekcomputed where necessary. 
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CALIFORNIA SUPERIOR C O U R f i  

Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
58  courts, 561 judges. and 98 f u l l - t i m e  canai rs loners and referees 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

pending 
C i r i l d :  

Tor t :  
Auto t o r t :  

Personal i n j u r y .  death and proper ty  damage--.ator veh ic les  . N I A  63,1051 41,781! N I A  
Other  t o r t  N I A  29,8431 21.5081 N I A  

To ta l  N I A  92.9481 63,2891 N/A 

Eminent domain (pa rce l s )  N I A  2.0741 1.301i N I A  

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  
Family lanJ N I A  175.7461 149.312i N I A  

&her  estate: 
Probate and guardianship N I A  62.8261 60,883! N I A  

Mental h e a l t h  N I A  3,5581 3.5101 N I A  
Appeal : 

Appeal of t r i a l  cou r t  care: 
Appeals fPOm l ove r  c o u r t s  N I A  12.064i 11, 62Zi N I A  

Ext raord inary wr i t s :  
Habeas corpus N I A  i2.99oi 11,764i N I A  

Other c i v i l :  
Other c o ~ l d i n t s  N I A  99.270! 52,oooi N I A  
Other p e t i t i o n s  N I A  118,2781 86,2051 N I A  

................................................... ......................................................... 
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s :  

Domestic re la t i ons :  

Estate:  

..................................... 
................................................ . 

.................................. .................................................. 
.................................. 

................................................ 
............................................. .............................................. 

Total ......................................................... N I A  217,5481 138.2054 , N/A 

To ta l  c i v i l  N/A 579.7541 439,8861 #/A 

- 
..................................................... 

t r i m i n a l d :  
Felony/nisd-anor: ..................................................... Criminal  N I A  53.9311 49,2171 N I A  

Tota l  c r im ina l  N I A  56,2801 51.387i N I A  

Appeal ......................................................... N I A  2,3491 2,170’ & 
.................................................. 

Juveni le :  
Cr iminal  -type offense: 

Delinquency N I A  86.zzzi 79,9051 N I A  
Noon-offense: 

Dependency 

................................................. 
.................................................. N I A  18,28si 16,5831 > - 
................................................. Tota l  j u v e n i l e  N I A  104.5081 96,488i N I A  

..................................................... Grand t o t a l  N I A  740.5421 587.7611 N I A  

c i v i i n :  
Auto t o r t  .................. 1,810 
Other  to r t  ................. X 
Real prnpr ty  r i g h t s  ....... X 
Dowert ic  r e l a t i o n s  ......... X 
Es ta te  ..................... X 
mental h e a l t h  .............. X 
Appeal’ .................... X 
Ex t rao rd ina ry  w r i t  ......... X 
Gther c i v i l  ................ X 

Tota l  ....................... 2.831 

Felonylmisaemeanor ......... 4.472 
Appeal’ .................... X 

To ta l  ....................... x 
Juveni le :  
Cr iminal - type offense ....... x 
Non-offense ................. X 

To ta l  ........................ x 
Grand t o t a l  ................... 7.303 

Cr iminal :  

T r i a l d l  Criminal diSpOsitiOnsim 

190 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

264.254 

2.267 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

354,404 

Total - 
2,OOOi 

2921 

3.2841 

5.5571 
43.487! 

1,9331 

142,497! 
56,911! 

11.124: 

267,085’ 

6,7391 
1.5931 
8,3321 

72.023f 
14,267! 
86,290: 

351,707’ 

Jury t r i a l :  
Acquitted O r  dismissed .................. 
Convicted .............................. 

Non-jury t r i a l :  
Acquitted o r  dismissed ................. 
Convicted .............................. 

m i l t y  p lea .............................. 
Dismissed or t r ans fe r red  ................. 

X 
3.483 

X 
1,529 

33,988 
X 

Misdemeanor 

X 
196 

X 
200 

2.577 
X 

Total 

793 
3.679 

538 
1,729 

36,565 
5,913 

(continued an next  page) 



200 C a l i f o r n i a  Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
N/A - This case type i s  handled by t h e  cou r t ,  bu t  t h e  data are unavai lab le.  
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case t ype  a re  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 

i 
, 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number of defendants on t h e  in format ion o r  i n d i c t m n t .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  swam. 
A "on-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the p o i n t  when an Opening Statement o r  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence Occurs. 

(Data are n o t  c o w l e t e :  
One cou r t  repor ted data f o r  only t h e  f i r s t  s i x  m n t h s  Of t h e  r e p o r t i n g  period. 

jExp lana t ion  o f  data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 
Family law inc ludes annulment. divorce, and Separate maintenance cases. 

mlnforrnation on d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  or t r i a l  data: 
C i v i l  t r i a l s  inc lude mental h e a l t h  hearings; they do not i nc lude  habeas corpus hearings. 
Thew e r e  3,745 j u r i e s  sworn f o r  t h e  2.831 c i v i l  cases disposed by j u r y  t r i a l .  and 4.751 j u r i e s  sworn f o r  the 4.472 c r im ina l  defendants 

C i v i l  appeals and c r i m i n a l  appeals t r i a l  data w e  f o r  appeals disposed by t r i a l  de novo: appeals disposed a f t e r  hear ing are no t  included. 

i 

disposed by j u r y  t r i a l .  

~ 

Source: J u d i c i a l  Council of C a l i f o r n i a ,  1980 Annual Re ort o f  t h e  Admin i s t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  of the C a l i f o r n i a  Courts (San Francisco. Ca l i f o rn ia :  
198b). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  &cept t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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Cour t  Of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
102 Courts, 102 judges 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

pending w Oi spored pending eg1 ""lng 

C i  v i  1 d: 
Small claims ................................................... 
Other  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
cr iminald:  

I l i s d m a n o r :  
Group A misdemeanor .......................................... 
.Group 8 misdemeanor .......................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
N o " - t r a f f i c  i n f r a c t i o n s  ...................................... 
Felonies ..................................................... 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s :  

P re l im ina ry  hearing: 

T r a f f i c :  
Parking: 

Other t r a f f i c  v io la t i ons :  
l l l e g a l  park ing .............................................. 
GPOVP C misdemeanorJ i ........................................ 
Group 0 misdemeanor .......................................... 
T r a f f i c  i n f r a c t i o n s  .......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

ci r i1 :  

T r i a l d  

Jury Non-jury 

h a l l  c l a i m  .................. 
Other  c i v i l  ................... 

Tota l  .......................... 
Misdemeanor ................... 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  .......... 
Pre l im ina ry  hear ing ( f e l o n i e s ) .  

To ta l  .......................... 

Criminal :  

T r a f f i c :  
P a r t i n g  ....................... 
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  ...... 

Tota l  .......................... 
Grand t o t a l  ..................... 

0 18.246 

20 20.233 
20 1,987 

447 3,114 
1 122 
23 3,479 

471 6.715 

0 702 
418 10.485 
418 11.187 
909 38,135 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Other  t r a f f i c  
Partlng v i o l a t i o n  

Convicted .................... 0 306 
Acqu i t t ed  o r  dismissed ....... 0 112 

Convicted .................... 480 7,144 
Acqui t ted O r  dismissed ....... 222 2,741 
Juveni le  order  ............... 21 7,370 

h i l t y  p lea .................... 2.399 63,335 
r ransferred .................... 49 2.971 
l a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  ................ 95.116 245,610 
) ismissals  ..................... 8.473 56,896 

l u r y  t r i a l :  

Ion- jury  t r i a l :  

N I A  
N/A 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
NJA 
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

34.072 

48.776 

25.608 
25.369 
50.977 

4,823 

8.188 

63,988 

- 

145,584 

21,307 
36,208 
372,325 
429.840 

575.424 

25.643 10.117 
35,760 

22.772 
23.300 
46.072 

3,903 

6.957 

56.932 

106.760 

18,669 
32.833 
335.583 

493.845 

N I A  

N I A  

& 

N I A  
N I A  
NJA 

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N J A  
NIA  

N/A 
N I A  

~~~ 

N/R 688,188 586.531 NIA 

Tota l  

18.246 
2,007 
20,253 

3.561 
123 

3.502 
7,186 

702 
10.903 
11,605 
39.044 

- 

Total  

306 
112 

8.224 
2,963 
7.391 
65,734 
3,020 

340,726 
65,369 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

small  &her 
c l a i m  c i v i l  Tota l  - - -  

Dismissed f o r  lack of prosecution. .. 2.719 685 3.404 
Other d ismissals  or t r a n s f e r s  ...... 4,531 1.586 6.117 
Sumnary judgments .................. 85 704 789 
A l l  o ther  judgments ................ 62 5.135 5.197 

Criminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Ordinance 
v i  01 a t i  on M i  rdeseanor 

Jurv t r i a l :  
CDnvicted .............. 276 0 
Acqui t ted or dismissed.. 171 1 

Convicted or bound over. 1,962 85 
Acqui t ted or dismissed.. 1.031 36 
Juveni le  order ......... 121 1 

G u i l t y  o lea .............. 22.249 967 

Non-jury t r i a l :  

T ran r ie i red  .............. 321 9 
Ba i l  f o r f e i t u r e  .......... 13.526 2.131 
Dismissals ............... 6,415 673 

Prel iminary 
hear ing 

I7 293 
6 178 

b l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C lass i f i ca t i ons  used by the CSIM pro jec t .  
I I A  = This  case t ype  i s  handled by the cour t .  bu t  t h e  data w e  Unavailable. 
.- = Not appl icable.  

'Care d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted M i t h  the f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  (17 

complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  O f  count i s  the number o f  defendants on t h e  

in format ion.  indictment. or Complaint. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when j u r y  s e l e c t i o n  begins. 
A non- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening statement 

o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  O f  any evidence occurs. 

jExplanat ion of data inc luded i n  the category: 

LAddi t ional  in format ion:  

Group C n i sdewanors  i nc lude  h i t  and run. drunk d r i v ing .  reck less 

O f  t h e  6.957 fe lony p re l im ina ry  hear ing cares disposed. 1.971 

dr i v ing - in ju ry .  and d r i v i n g  under t h e  in f luence of drugs cases. 

fe lony charges were reduced t o  misdemeanors. 

bu rce :  J u d i c i a l  Council of Ca l i f o rn ia ,  1980 Annual Report of t h e  Admin i s t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  the C a l i f o r n i a  Courts (San Francisco. C a l i f o r n i a :  
1980) and unpublished data provided by t h e  admnist ra t ive o f f i c e  O f  t h e  court. S t a t i s t i c s  are f rom the annual repo r t  and unpublished 
data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed whew necessary. 
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CALIFORNIA MUNICIPAL COURT 

Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
8 9  cour ts .  465 author ized judgships 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 e e91nmng pending O i  Sposed pending 

C i , r i l d :  
hal l  c la ims ................................................... 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 
CEininald: 

Ilisd-anor: 
Group A misdemeanor .......................................... 
Group B misdemeanor .......................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
N o n - t r a f f i c  i n f r a c t i o n s  ...................................... 
Felonies ..................................................... 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  

P re l im ina ry  hearing: 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Other t r a f f i c  r i o l a t i ? n :  
l l l e g a l  pa rk ing  .............................................. 
Group C mirdemeanarJ ......................................... 
Group 0 misdemanor .......................................... 
T r a f f i c  i n f r a c t i o n s  .......................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

N I A  
N/A 

N I A  

N I A  
NJA 
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
NJA 

462.927 
397,649 

860.576 

353,338 
179.932 
533.270 

53,401 

97.873 

684.544 

10,038.230 

263.056 
244.603 

4.659.921 
5.167.580 

15.205.810 

l a i s  ..................... 
i"il ...................... ........................... 

...................... 
ce v i o l a t i o n  .............. 
s ......................... ............................. 
.......................... 

r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  .......... 
1 ........................ .......................... 

0 
548 
548 

4.467 
11 

119 
4,597 

0 
3.362 
3,362 
8,507 

265,690 
76,814 

342,504 

7.484 
868 

44,416 
51.768 

78,488 
109,239 
187.727 
582.017 

Tota l  

265,690 
71.362 

343,052 

11,951 
879 

56,365 

78.488 
112,601 
191.089 
590.506 

44,535 

345,692 
283.346 

629.038 

327,750 
166.739 
494,489 

41,187 

84,716 

620.392 

7,881.581 

217.448 
368.192 

4,077.707 
4,663.347 

12.544.928 

N I A  16,750,930 13.794.358 N I A  

T r a f f i c  dispOslt iOns 

Other  t r a f f i c  
Parring v i o l a t i o n  - Total  

Jury t r i a l :  
AcQu,\:tted or dismissed ...... 0 919 919 
C6hbi c ted  ................... 0 2.443 2.443 

40.393 
68,846 
40,089 

1,004,594 
2.705.361 

794,287 
6,415 

& . p y  plea ................... 
ti,ijV;?jorfei t u r e  ............... 
b%nnl.rsaal I .................... 
T.r'~&?red ................... 

N ~ @ % Q  t r i a l :  
'&@'itted or dismissed ...... 
b%'i c ted ................... 5.340 

73,148 
.@!mile order  .............. 149 

97,394 
6,887.828 

817.632 
90 

45,733 
141,994 

40.238 
1,101,988 
9,593,189 
1.611.919 

6,505 

NIA 
N/A 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N l A  

NJA 
N I A  
N I A  
3 

N I A  

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

h a l l  claims Other c i v i l  E 
Oismissed fo r  l a c k  o f  prosecution... 11,869 7,102 18,971 

Sumary judgments .................. 0 4.442 4.442 
1 135.138 135.139 

Other d ismissals  o r  t rans fe rs  ...... 68.132 59,302 127.434 

A l l  o ther  judgments ................ 

Criminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Pre l iminary 

M i  sdemanor 

Acqui t ted or  dismissed... 1.839 
Jury t r i a l :  

Convicted ............... 2,628 
Non-jury t r i a l :  

Acquitted or dismissed... 3,299 
Convicted or bound over.. 4.111 
Juveni le  oPder .......... 74 

Pleas of g u i l t y  ........... 323.703 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e s  .......... 46,190 
Dismissals ................ 111,627 
Transferred ............... 1.018 

Ordinance 
v i o l a t i o n  

1 
10 

266 
577 

25 
12,261 
15.220 
12,805 

22 

hearing 
f e l  an i  er 

47 
72 

3,412 
41.002 

2 
22,040 

8 
17.530 

603 

Tota l  

1,887 
2,710 

6.977 
45.690 

101 
358,004 

61,418 
141,962 

1,643 

G,ldface headings I n d i c a t e  t h e  Class l f iCat iOnS used by the C S l M  p ~ o ~ e c t .  
N/A - nis care t ype  i s  handled by the cour t .  bu t  the data are  unavailable. -- = Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  O f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  

r n m 1 a i n t .  

jExplanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  t h e  category:  
Group C misdemeanors i nc lude  h i t  and run, drunk d r i v ing .  reck less 

d r i v i n v - i n j u r y .  and d r i v i n g  under t h e  i n f l uence  O f  drugs cases. --..I.-. .--  
Th'e;,;$riminal care u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of defendants on t h e  

A t r i a l  i s  counted when camenced. A i v r v  t r i a l  i s  conmenced once felony charges were reduced t o  misdemeanors. 

LAddi t ional  i n f o r i a t i o n :  
i n f . 5 m r i o n .  ind ic tment ,  or complaint. Of t h e  84,720 fe lony  p re l im ina ry  hearing d ispos i t i ons .  15,312 
................... _ .  
j u r y  se lec t i on  begins; a "on-jury t r i a l  a t  the po in t  when an 
opening statement or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  Of any evidence OCCWP. 

Source: Judicia1 Council of Ca l i f o rn ia ,  1980 Annual Report of t h e  Admin i s t ra t i ve  Of f ice o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Courts (San Francisco. C a l i f o r n i a :  
1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  annual repo r t  and unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o w u t e d  h e r e  necessary. 



COLORADO COURT SYSTEM, 1979 
SUPREME COURT 
7j"ItiCeO 
Jwi3didim: 
- Initial appellate jurisdiction in cases 

invDl"i"g Co"6tit"tio"dlity of statute, 
municipal charter provirion, or ordi- 
nance; actionrof Public Utilitieg 
Commirrion; water cases: and LJ Election Code. 

Conrtitutionality of 
Jurirdiction: statute. ordinance. or 
~ Appeals from lower courts, Industrial I Commission. and Bankina Board. 
I -  - I I 

DISTRICT COURT (22) 
99 iudges 
lurkdiction: 
. Domerfic relations, civil, probate. 

and mental health except in 
Denver. 

.Criminal. - luvenile except in Denver. 
Appeals on record or de novo. 

lur" trials 

rdir t r ic t  judges serve 
lurirdiction: 

Determination of water righti, 
merand adminirtrationof water, 
andallo~herwatermatterr.  

7 

I 

DENVER PROBATE COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over all 

probatemattersandin thead- 
judicatio" of  the mental health 
hearings 

DENVER JUVENILE COURT 
3judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in adoption. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile 
parentage, and support. 

matters. 

I DENVER  SUPER-^ 

t 
Denver County and 

Municipal Courts 
0" lY.  108 iudger 

. Civil carer under $500 except t i t l es  
toor boundary of real property- 
. Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
Appealrde novo. 

record 

4 
Court not 
of record 

MUNICIPAL COURT (197) 
174 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Municipal ordinance violations and 

traffic. 

203 

c o u r t  of 
ldSt 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

Court 

courts of 
g e " d  

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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COLDRAW SUPRM C O M T  
Court  of l a s t  resort  

7 j u s t i c e s  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

i 

pending Disposed eg,nmng 
pending 

Cases: 
&Weals: 

CIY4lJ ....................................................... X 
C r i m i n a l  : 

Cr imiha l  ................................................... X 
I n t e r l o c u t o r i e s  ............................................ X 

Tota l  ....................................................... X 

Habebs corpus .............................................. X 

Scatd tory  review ........................................... X 
Reopeiiea cases ............................................. X 

T o t a l  ....................................................... X 
Total  appeals ................................................. - X 

PostcOn*icti." remdy: 

Other dgpeals: 

81 

96 
25 

121 

49 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

3 
0 
3 

254 

X 
X 
X 

Y 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

&her cases: 
D r i g  d i n g s :  

OP i d  sd i  c t i o n  : 
p'roceedi ngs ..................................... X 

a to r ies  .......................................... X 
Rule 21.1 ................................................ 0 
B a i l  reduct ion ........................................... X 

TO .................................................. X 

D ary proceedings .................................. X 26 X X 
Total  ....................................................... X 311 X X 

P e t i t f o n s  i n  c e r t i o r a r i  X 375 X - X 
Total  o ther  cares ............................................. A 3% x X 

To ta l  cases ..................................................... 350f 941k 877 414 

01 I y nat te rs :  

Requests t o  appeal: .................................... 

284 
0 
1 
0 

285 

X 
X 
0 
X 
X 

Manner O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Y r i t t e n  op in ion  ..................... 284 
U i thout  op in ion  ..................... 587 
Transferred t o  Court Of Appeals ..... 6 

Status o f  pending caseload (6/30/79) 

Cares no t  y e t  a t  issue: 
C e r t i o r a r i  granted, awa i t ing  b r i e f s  on mer i t s  ...... 33 
Appeals pending .................................... 101 
Appeal on l i m i t e d  remand ........................... 3 
Appeal he ld  i n  abeyance ............................ 1 

Cares a t  issue: 
Cases a t  issue awai t ing  o r a l  argument .............. 60 
Cases o r a l l y  argued awai t ing  op in ion  ............... 70 
Cases submitted w l thout  argument ................... 50 
Opinion announced awai t ing  ac t i on  on rehear ing ..... 20 

B o l d f a & @ a d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  the  Classi f iCat iOnS used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
X = Thed.daia fo r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category.  

fne 

j E x  

pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1979 cou r t  year does not equal the  end pending f i gu re  f o r  t he  1978 cou r t  year :  
.' i n g  pending f i g u r e  fo r  1978 was revised and i s  so noted i n  the  M m a I  repopt. 

f data inc luded i n  the  category: 
11s inc ludes  water cares. P.U.C. decisions. and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  questions. 
format ion:  

ses f i l e d  inc ludes  one request for stay pending appeal. 

Source: ,O?%ice o f  the  Sta te  Court Administrator,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Re o r t  of t he  Colorado Jud ic ia r  
.St:itistics a re  from the  annual repor t  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have !em computed where necessary): 

1978-79 (Denver. Colorado: 1979). 
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COLORAW COURT ff M'PEALS 

In te rmed ia te  a p p e l l a t e  court 
10 judges 

J u l y  1, 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

P tnd 
pending F i led f  Oisposed pending 

7974 

rn 
3443 

73 

Carer:  
Appeals; 

C I v i l J  ....................................................... X 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... X 
Appeal o f  a h i n i s t r a t i v e  agency care: 

I n d u s t r i a l  commission ...................................... X 
Total  appeals ................................................. T3i79 

X 
X 

X rim 

X 
X 

X rn 
other cases: ........................................... - - - Requests t o  appeal - 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. 

Total  cases ..................................................... 1.003f 1,214 1,120 1,097 
~ 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  Status o f  pending careload 6130179 

Publ ished opinionm ................ 308 ApLppeals 
Unpublished opinianm .............. 438 C i v i l  Cr iminal  Agency Total  
Without Opinion ................... 285 Cares n o t  y e t  a t  issue ............... X X X 702 
Transferred t o  Supreme Court ...... 89 Cases a t  issue: 

A t  issue awai t ing  o ra l  argument .... 97 103 10 210 
Ora l l y  argued await ing op in ion  ..... 86 16 2 104 
Submitted w i thout  o r a l  argument .... X X X 81 

Total  a t  issue ...................... X X x 395 

-- 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM p ro jec t .  
Blank space - Nat enough informat ion i s  known. The care Category may o r  nay no t  be handled by the  cou r t .  
X - T h e  data f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

feeginning pending f i gu re  fo r  t he  1979 cou r t  year doer no t  equal t he  end pending f i gu re  f o r  the  1978 cou r t  year: 
Figures are  as given i n  t he  annual report .  

IExp lanat ian  o f  data included i n  the  category: 
C i v i l  appeals inc lude appeals from courts,  and a l l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  boards and agencies w i t h i n  the  j u r i s d i c t i o n  O f  the  Court except t he  

mln forna t ian  on d ispos i t i on  type or t r i a l  data: 
P r i o r  t o  December 8, 1977. publ ished opinions were re fe r red  t o  as w r i t t e n  opinions. From Ju ly  1. 1976 t o  December 8. 1977, unpublished 

l n d u s t r i  a l  Comni < s i  on. 

op in ions  were re fe r red  t o  as mem, opinions. 

Source: Off ice  of the  State Court Administrator,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report of t he  Colorado Jud ic ia ry  1978-79 (Denver. Colorado: 19791. 
S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necesswy. 



COLDRAW OISTRICT COURT. 
DENYER SUPERIOR COURT. OENVER JUVENILE COURT, 

AN0 DENVER PROBATE COuRTj 
Court  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

i 22 d i s t r i c t s .  104C judges 
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

206 

pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 

I La*: 
t Money demands ............................................... 
1 Tort: 

Auto t o r t :  

Other t o r t :  
1 Personal i n j u r y - m l o t o r  vehicleJ ........................... 

other  .................................... 
death ............................................ 

Total ........................................................ 
Poperty .................................. 

o i s i o l u t i o n  of m r r i a g e  ................................... 
Legal i e b i r a t i o n  .......................................... 
I n v a l i d i t y  of m r r i a g e  .................................... 

Total ...................................................... 
Pate rn i t y  and support ..................................... 
Ch i ld  custody ............................................. 
Reciprocal nonsupport i n t e r s t a t e  .......................... 
Reciprocal support i n t r a s t a t e  ............................. 

Total ...................................................... 
Adoption .................................................... 
Other d Q e s t i c  re la t i ons :  

Baneom ............................................. 
aglnent act ions ...................................... 

Total ........................................................ 

.......................................... 

.......................................... 

Marr iage d isso lut ion:  

support /curtody: 

..................................................... 

I ................................................ 
-er .................................................. 
estates ............................................. 
~hiplconserratorshipltrurteeship: 
anships ............................................. 
vatorships .......................................... 
..................................................... 

..................................................... 
laneour ............................................. 
dgmnt  act ions ...................................... ...................................................... ..................................................... 
m t reatment ........................................ 
e n t a l l y  d isabled admissions ......................... 

n far  evaluat ion ..................................... 
nn treatment ......................................... 
sn co rn i tmen t i  ...................................... 
rnent act ions ........................................ 
"eo"$ ............................................... ....................................................... 
f a d . i n i r t r a t l v e  agency case: 
s t r a t i v e  review and l o c a l  governments ............... 
f t r i a l  cou r t  case: 

C O U r t  appeals ...................................... ..................................................... . - " ~ ~  ........ 
Ex t tao rd ipaw wr i t s :  

&ianeousJ .............................................. 
ofr$rTa,v i  1 : 

.i*j"dgme"t act ions ........................................ 
Tdtal c i v i l  .................................................... 

Cc i i i na ld :  
@piny,: 

o@nses against  t he  perron ................................. 
bti%'ser aaa in r t  oroDertY ................................... ~ , ~ ,  ~ ~ . . .  
Offsnse invo lv ing  f raud ..................................... 
Offe&s invo lv ing  governmental operat i  on ................... 
orug a td  narcot ic  offenses .................................. 
Mir te l laneous Offenses ...................................... 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
County cour t  appeals ...................................... 

Appeal : 
Appeal of t r i a l  court care: 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1.268 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

16,689 

1.516 

1.269 
968 
120 

2.357 
3.873 

5.153 

25,199 
457 
126 

25.782 

3.835 
232 

6,745 
747 

11,559 
2.193 

382 
7.924 
8;306 

47,840 

1.435 

5,245 

3,601 
209 

440 
760 

1.200 

518 
638 

1,156 
7.601 

918 
33 

775 
53 

212 
970 

82 
3,043 

531 

117 
648 

4.203 

_6.932 

95,982 

1,931 
5,330 

854 
245 
720 

1,542 
10,622 

540 

13,512 

1.290 

958 
819 
113 

1.890 
3,180 

4,263 

21,645 
416 
115 

22,176 

2.530 
122 

5,835 
677 

9.164 
1.962 

158 
10,144 
10,302 
43.604 

1.942 
3,989 

199 
6.130 

1,853 
1,014 
2,867 

542 
793 

1,335 
10.332 

904 
25 

755 
45 

225 
1,038 

39 
3.031 

528 

85 
613 

3,503 

7,sa4 

89,922 

1.607 
4,533 

681 
213 
661 

1,276 
8,971 

354 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1.280 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
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Other c r im ina l :  

Non-offense3 ................................................ X 452 336 X 
Portjudgment act ions ........................................ X 3.673 4,667 X 

Tota l  ........................................................ X 4,125 5.003 X 

To ta l  cr i rn ina lk  ................................................ 11,603 15.287 14.328 12.562 

__ - 

J u r e d  le: 
Criminal - type offense: 

S t l t U S  offense: 

Hon-offense: 

Other  j uven i l e :  

Delinquency ................................................. X 

C h i l d  i n  need of SuDDOrt .................................... X 

Dependency and neglect  p e t i t i o n s  ............................ X 

Relinquishments ............................................. X 
Miscel laneous ............................................... X 
Portjudgment act ions ........................................ X 

Total ........................................................ X __ 

6,304 

764 

2,181 

506 
714 

7,162 
8,382 - 

5,378 

725 

1.723 

481 
562 

7.603 
8.646 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X - 

Total j u v e n i l e k  ................................................ X 17.631 16.472 X 

Grand t o t a l k  .................................................... 97.971 128,900 120.722 106,149 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
X - The data fo r  t h i s  case t ype  are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

CJudge in format ion:  

dcare d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count: 
F ive o f  these 104 judges serve i n  the Denver Superior, Juvenile. and Probate Courts. 

A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  OP Complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number o f  defendants on t h e  in format ion o r  ind ic tment .  

JExplanation of data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 
Personal i n j u r y - m o t o r  vehic le  inc ludes re la ted  proper ty  damage. 
Miscel laneous under ex t rao rd ina ry  w i t s  inc ludes habeas corpus and other  remedial w i t s ,  i n j vnc t i ons ,  etc. 
C r l a i n a l  "on-offense cases i nc lude  ex t rad i t i ons ,  revocations. paro le ,  and release f rom'comi tment  hearings 

Source: O f f i c e  o f  t h e  State Court Admin is t ra tor ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report of t h e  Colorado Jud ic ia ry  1978-79 (Denver. Colorado: 1979). 
S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repopt except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

COLO~UDO WTER c o u m  
Cou l t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

7 d i s t r i c t s .  7 d i s t r i c t  judges serve 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

I - - 
nd 

pending G n n i n g  F i l e d j  Disposed pending 
C i  v i  Id: 

Real p roper t y  r i g h t s 1  ......................................... 3,995 2.134 2.112 4,017 - - ~ 

Total c i v i l  .................................................... 3.995 2,134 2.112 4.017 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 3,995 2,134 2.112 4.017 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a r r i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be included i n  the t o t a l  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

acOUPt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

d o s e  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 

jExp lana t ion  o f  data inc luded i n  the category: 

Data f o r  t h i s  Court are inc luded w i t h  t h e  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  Courts Since D i s t r i c t  Court judges. serve. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 

F i l e d  inc ludes o r i g i n a l  act ions f i l e d  and postjudgment act ions f i l e d .  
Cares f i l e d  i nc lude  water ad jud icat ions,  d i l i gence  f ind ings.  rev iew p e t i t i o n s ,  and cases i n v o l v i n g  springs. waste Waters, etc. 

Source: O f f i c e  o f  t h e  State Court Admin is t ra tor ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report o f  t h e  Colorado Jud ic ia ry  1978-79 (Denver, Colorado: 1979). 
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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COLCRllw COUNTY COURT 

Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
63 counties. 108 judges 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 - 
nd 

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

C i v i l d :  
S M l l  c l a i m  ................................................... 1.980f 12.242 11.231 2.991 
Other c i v i l :  

C i v i l  ........................................................ 11,199f 57.276 54,977 13,498 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 13.179f 69.518 66,208 16.489 

Cr in ina ld :  
n t rdeaeanor j  ................................................... 11.44gf 
P re l im ina ry  k a r i n g  ............................................ 0 

30,486 
2,439 

28.793 
2.439 

13,142 
0 

Total c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 11,449f 32,925 31.232 13.142 

T r a f f i c :  - - ___ __ 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... 46,491f 164.443 159.205 51,729 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 71.11gf 266,886 256,645 81.360 

T r i a l d  

C i r i l :  
%all c la ims ............. 
Other c i v i l  .............. 

Tota l  ..................... 
Criminal :  

Misdemeanor .............. 
T r a f f i c  .................... 

Tota l  ....................... 

_ _  
54 
54 

251 
834 

1.139 

3,885 
3,410 
7,295 

1,526 
7,253 

16,074 

Tota l  

3,885 
3.464 
7,349 

- 

1.777 
8,087 

17,213 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

T r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  bureau ........ 3,168 

~ Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  -- - Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or Complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number Of defendants on t h e  in format ion.  ind ic tment ,  or complaint. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  Sworn. 

feeginn ing pending f i gu re r  f o r  t h e  1979, Court year do not equal end pending f igures fo r  t h e  1978 CouPt year: 

inc luded i n  the Category: 
i d u d e  only  t h o l e  cares f i l e d  as misdneanors. and not those f i l e d  as f e l o n i e s  bu t  reduced t o  mlsd-anerr. 

of the State Court Admin is t ra tor ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report Of t h e  Colorado Jud ic ia ry  1978-79 (Denver. Colorado: 1979). 
t i c s  ape from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

COLORAW MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court o f  l i m i t e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  

197 courts. 114 judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cares f i l e d  i n  the Municipal Court f o r  f i s c a l  year 1978-79. 

, ., 
__? 



CONNECTICUT COURT SYSTEM,1979 

SUPREME COURT 
b justice3 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appealr from appellate session uf 

Superior Court upon certification. 
- Appealiaramatterofright from 

decirionrof Superior and Common 
Pleas Courts (except zoning which 
must becertified by two justices). 

I 

APPELLATE SESSION 
OF SUPERIOR COURT 
3 Supnor Court iudgerrerve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil appeals under $7,000, paternity, 

support, URESA. 
- Criminal ordinance violatms, appeals, 

fine under $1,000. prison lese than 1 
year. 

- Motorvehicleappalr. 

SUPERIOR COURT (48)' 
113 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Civil law and equity. divore. 
- Criminal. 

Juvenile delinquency. dependency, 
and neglect. 

-Traffic. 
Appealrde novofrom Probatecourt. 

PROBATE COURT (129) 
129judgei 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil jurisdiction in probate 

matters. 

Court of 
l a i t  

re9"rt 

Intermediate 

m U r t  
appellate 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 1 

t Indicates route of appeal 

'OnJuly 1,1978. the Court of Common Pleas and thebvenile Court were abolished. Their jurisdiction was transferred to the Superior Court. 
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COWWECTICUl SUPREME COURT 

c o u r t  of l a s t  mmrt 
6 j u s t i c e s  

J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

P - - 
pending F i l e d  Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 487 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 121 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. abs 
Other cases: 

O r i a i n a l  Droceedinm ......................................... 
Requests t o  appeal I 

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  ................................ 111 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. - 11 

425 
90 
515 
- 

390 
57 

74-7 
522 
154 

7 7 3  

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 619f 

Other proceedings: 
Other mat te rs :  

I b t i o n s  ...................................................... N/A 
Reservations ................................................. NIA 

Tota l  ......................................................... NIR 

Tota l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... N/A 

614 

NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

542 691 

232k NIA 
5 NIA 

237 N/A 
237 N I A  

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

nppeal s 
t i r i l  - c r i m i n a l  

By op in ion  ............... 195 -x-- 238 

Dispos i t ion  o f  appeals1 

Aff i rmed (no e r r o r )  ................................... 145 
Reversed (e r ro r ,  no f u r t h e r  proceedings).. ............. 41 
Reservations .......................................... 5 
Reversed and remanded (e r ro r .  fu r ther  proceedings) ..... 39 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a i i i f i c a t i a n r  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
Blank space - Not enough in fo rmat ion  i s  known. 
N/A = This case type i s  handled by t h e  Court. bu t  the  data are unavai lable.  

The case category may OP may not  be handled by the  c o u r t .  

fBegi:nning pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 Court year does not equal the  kAdditiona1 in fo rmat ion :  

ISpec ia l  source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 
end$.p.ending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 cour t  year: 

beginning Of the  year was ava i lab le .  This f igure  was no t  
ava i lab le  fop t h e  end O f  1978, and thus. the  tu0 repor ted  
numbers are d i f f e r e n t .  

A l l  two hundred t h i r t y  two of t h e  motions acted an were argued. 

The number o f  p e t i t i o n s  f a r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  pending and f i l e d  and 
t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  appeals data w e ~ e  provided by t h e  o f f i c e  o f  
the  Chief  Court Admin is t ra to r  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

FOi i979, t h e  number of p e t i t i o n s  f o r  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  pending a t  the  

Source: Chief Just ice and Chief Court Administrator,  J u d i c i a l  Oepartmnt,  Report of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Oe artment, S ta te  of Connecticut, Ju ly  1, 1978 
t o  June 30, 1980 (Hart ford,  Connecticut: January. 1981). S t a t i s t 7 c s  a re  from t h e  r e p o r t  ,!kept t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where 
necessary. and a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion was suppl ied by the  Off ice O f  the  Chief Court Admin is t ra to r  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

APPELLATE SESSION OF SUPERIOR COURT. COMECTlCUla 
Intermediate appe l la te  c o u r t  

3 Superior Court judges serve 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 - 

End 
F i  1 ed Disposed pendinq 

B e g i n m n g  
pending 

Carer: 
~ .~ 
Appeals: 

C W l  ........................................................ 152 
Criminal  ..................................................... 63 

Total  appeals ................................................. 7l"S 

82 120 114 
53 45 71 

7 3 5  7 E  7 s  

Total cases ..................................................... 215 135 165 185 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

C i v i l  Cr im ina l  Total  
BY op in ion  ............... 7 -28 7 

blataace headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  

acourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
The n p p e l l a t e  Session o f  Superior Court was estab l i shed by s t a t u t e  

i n  1974. 
S t a t i s t i c s :  Annual Report ser ies i t  was c l a s s i f i e d  as p a r t  O f  data presented an a separate Court p r o f i l e .  
t h e  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  t r i a l  Court and i t s  careload data Were 

given on t h a t  Court 's  S t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e .  S t a r t i n g  i n  1979. it has 
been r e c l a s s i f i e d  as an i n te rmed ia te  appe l la te  Court and i t s  careload In previous e d i t i o n s  o f  t h i s  S ta te  Court Caseload 

Source: Chief  Just ice and Chief Court Administrator.  J u d i c i a l  Department, Report o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Department July 1, 1978 t o  June 30, 1980 

necessary. 
(Hart ford.  Connecticut: January, 1981). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where 



CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR COUR@ 
Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

48 courts. 113 judges 
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

21 1 

P 

pending 

; i v i l d :  
La": 

C i v i l J  ....................................................... 57.446 41.544 40,518 58.4739 
Civ i i - -Housing Sesrionsk ...................................... 0 93 21 72 

Total ......................................................... 57,446 41,637 40,539 58,5459 

summary process--Housing.sesrionsk ........................... 0 2,434 1,685 749 

To ta l  ......................................................... N I A  86,356 q i o i  3 3 i i  

Real p roper t y  r i gh ts :  

Small c la ims:  ................................................. Small c la ims w A  85,615 N I A  N I A  
small claims--Hourinq Sessionsk .............................. 0 741 410 331 

Marr iage d i s s o l u t i o n  ......................................... 13.97qf 17.068 18.772 12,275 
Other domestic re la t i ons :  

OaDert ic re la t i ons :  

Terminat ion o f  parenta l  r i g h t s  ............................. 53 207 176 84 

Revocation Of comnitment ..................................... ~ 69 202 197 ~ 74 

Total ......................................................... 14,032 17,275 18,948 12,359 
Mental hea l th :  

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 71.547fi 147,904 61,7791 75.03891 

:r irninald: 
Felony: 

Felonylmisdemeanor: 
Par t  A c r i m i n a l  ............................................. 3.042fk 

Par t  8 c r im ina l  ............................................. 8.729fk 
Other c r im ina l :  

Criminal--Housing Sessions .................................. - 0 

5.043 5.084 2.8929k 

96,231 89.589k 7.58591: 

80 14 66 

To ta l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 11.771f 101.354 94,687 10,5439 

r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Motor veh ic le  ............................................... 11.075 
I n f r a c t i o n s  awa i t i ng  payment ................................ 13,209 

Total ........................................................ 24,284 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 24,284 

""mi le: 

- 
X 
X 

322,705 

322,705 

~ 

X 
X 

328,459 

328,459 

~ 

~~~ ~~~~ 

C r iminal  - type offense: 
Delinquency r e f e r r a l s  ....................................... 4.390f 15.993 16,505 

Nan-offense: 
Neglect ..................................................... 282f 748 663 

~ ~ 

To ta l  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 4,6721 16,741 17,168 

5,483 
13,047 
18,530 

18,530 

3.878 

367 

4,245 

rand t o t a l  ..................................................... 112,27qfi 588,704 502.093i 108,3561 

C i v i l :  
La@ ................ 438 2.062 2,500 
OODeSt iC r e l a t i o n P  . _- 1.078 1.078 

To ta l  ................ 438 3.140 3.578 

Status O f  pending caseload (6l30179) 

Felony (Par t  A) 
U a i t i n g  plea ................ 274 
U a i t i n g  t r i a l  ............... 2.366 
Wai t ing sentence ............ 252 

Cr iminal :  
Felony Par t  A ....... 207 0 207 
Felony lmirdemanar  .. 311 957 1.268 

To ta l  ................ 518. 957 1,475 
Grand t o t a l  ............ 956' 4,0971 5,053i 

Age O f  pending caseload (months) (6 /30/791 

0-3 months 3-6 months 6-12 months Over 12 months 
Cr iminal  Par t  A 932 578 686 696 ................. 
Juveni le  del inquency ............ 2.544 . 904 a o n  (n)  

i. .- 
(continued on next page) 



21 2 Connect icut  Superior Court (cont inued) 

I , # '%*  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a l s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM p r o j e c t .  
N/A = This case type i s  handled by tu C w r t  but  the  data a re  unava i lab le .  -- - Not appl icable.  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system in fo rmat ion :  

were u n i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  Superior Court. 
repor ted  fa r  1979 fo r  t h i s  Court are not comparable t o  those 
reported from previous years. 

S t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h i s  p r o f i l e .  data from t h e  Appel late Session o f  
Super ior  Court are given i n  a separate p r o f i l e  as an 
in te rmed ia te  appe l la te  Court. 
Superior Court p r o f i l e  i n  previous years. 

camplai n t .  

On J u l y  1. 1978, the  Court of Comnon Pleas and t h e  Juven i le  Court 
AS a r e s u l t ,  data 

These data w e ~ e  inc luded i n  the  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  Case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  

The c r im ina l  case u n i t  Of Count i s  t h e  number O f  defendants on t h e  
in fo rmat ion  o r  indictment.  

A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A "on- iurv t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

f8eginnin<p&ding f i g u r e  fo r  the  1979 c o u r t  year does not equal t h e  
end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 Court year: 

F igurer  reported were a f fec ted  by t h e  conso l ida t ion  O f  the  cour ts  

Figures ape given as i n  t h e  reports.  
t h a t  occured dur ing  1979. 

9Change i n  pending does not equal the  di f ference between f i l i n g s  and 
d i s e o s i t i o n r :  

Pending f i g u r e r  ape given f o r  a c t i v e  cases only. 
in fo rmat ion  a v a i l a b l e  on the number of cases t rans fer red  from 
a c t i v e  t o  i n a c t i v e  s ta tus  or f r om i n a c t i v e  t o  a c t i v e  s ta tus  
dur ing  the  year, r e s u l t i n g  i n  the  imbalance. 

There #as no 

i o a t a  are no t  complete: 
No pending o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  smal l  

c l a i m  cases no t  handled by t h e  Housing Sessions. These data 
are missing from t h e  t o t a l  small c la ims, t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and grand 
t o t a l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f igures .  

C i v i l  law cases inc lude t o r t s ,  contracts.  c o l l e c t i o n  cases, and 
appeals of w i l l s  and es ta tes  i n  t r u s t  from the  Probate Court. 

The Hausing Session was i n i t i a t e d  i n  January, 1979. Data f o r  the  
Housing Session are given fo r  the  f i n a l  s i x  months o f  t h e  year. 

Four thousand e i g h t  hundred twenty Par t  B c r i m i n a l  cares were 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Part  A. 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  data included i n  the  p r o f i l e ,  there  were 856 
i n a c t i v e  Par t  A c r im ina l  cases and 10.542 i n a c t i v e  P a r t  B (4,055 
i n  d ivers ionary  stage and 6,487 wi th r e a r r e s t  pending) cases 
pending a t  the  beginning of t h e  year and 965 Part  A and 13,508 
Part  8 (5,035 i n  divePsionary stage and 8,473 w i t h  Pearrest 
pending) Cases pending a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  year. 

Data f o r  c i v i l  t r i a l s  are given f a r  law cares on the  j u r y ,  
non-jury. o r  appeal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case t r i a l  l i s t s  
and d a m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  marr iage d i s s o l u t i o n  cases. 

T r i a l  data were not a v a i l a b l e  fa r  any cases handled by t h e  Housing 
Sessions or fo r  C i v i l .  small claims. o r  law cares disposed i n  
t h e  geographic area  cou r t s .  formerly t h e  Courts o f  Common Pleas. 

jExp lanat ion  of data included i n  t h e  category:  

kAddi t i o n a l  i nfarmat ion:  

'Information on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data:  

Source: Off ice of Chief Court Administrator.  Jud ic ia l  Department, Court U n i f i c a t i o n :  The F i r s t  365 Oa s IHar t fo rd ,  Connecticut), and Chief  
Court Administrator,  Jud ic ia l  Department, Re art.  O f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  De artment, S ta te  of C o n n e c t i k t .  Ju1 
(Hartford, Connecticut: January, 1981). d t i r t i c s  ace from theSePtwO ~ e p o r t s  except t h a t  t o t a l s  ha": been computed wherPi iecerrary.  

1. 1978-June 30, 1980 

CONNECTICUT PRWATE COURT 
Court Of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

129 courts.  129 judqer 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 - 

pending 2 pending eg, ""1 ng Cisposed 

C i n l d :  
D o n s t i c  I P 1 a t i m s :  

Avopt i  on : 
Abpraval of adopt ion agreement ............................. 

Cith?+ d o m s t i c  r e i a t i o n s i  
rptrninat ion of parental  r i g h t s  ............................. 
Cohbination t e r m i n a t i o n  Of parental  r i g h t 6  and adoption .... 
M&iager (permission and waiver) .... ...................... 
@her a p p l i c a t i o n s  OP p e t i t i o n s  ............................ 

Tola1 ....................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Ert'atate: 
*++te/ri I I $ / i n t e s t a t e :  

Guardianshiplconserratorsmpltrusteeshi p: 
D R e d e n t ' r  e s t a t e  .......................................... 
t i a r d i a n s  .................................................. 
h r t e e r  ................................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
cbJservatarr ............................................... 

. Total ......................................................... 
#&#I health: 

OThm c i  v i  1 : 
Ap$l.ication f o r  comnittment-adult ............................ 
Ctihnge o f  name ............................................... 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
N / A  
NIA 
N/A 
N I A  

NIA 

NIA 
N/A 
N I A  
N/A 
NIA 

N/A 

N/R 
N/A 

a41 

280 
654 

910 
60 

1,904 
2,745 

31.467 

1,753 
3,8953 
5.319 

10,970 
42.037 

1.520 

363 

47,065 

N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

NIA 
NIA 
N I A  
N I A  
N/A 
N/A 

NIA N I A  

NIA N/A 
N I A  N/A 
N/A N/A 
NIA N/A  
NIA NIA 

NIA N I A  

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 47,065 N/A N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM p r o j e c t .  
N/A = This case type i s  handled by the  court .  but  the  data are unavai lable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: kAdd i t iona l  informat ion:  
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. In a d d i t i o n  the  Court handled 8,851 passport app l i ca t ions .  

Source: Chief COUPt Administrator.  J u d i c i a l  Department, Report of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Oe artment. S ta te  o f  Connecticut, Ju l  1, 1978-June 30. 1980 
(Hart ford,  Connect icut :  January, 1981). s t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  biennua: r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have b e L  computed #here 
necessary. 
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DELAWARE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

3 chancellors 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclurivejvrirdiction overall equity 

disputer. commercial matterr, 
contractual matters. guardianships, 
t r U l t B ,  estates. 

Cases. Cvrporate cares, real property 

No jury trials. 

I SUPREME COURT I 5 iurt1cer 

I Jurirdiction: 
-Final appellate jurisdiction. I - Cenror Committee. 

I I - Adviiory opinions. 

4 

Court 
of lart 1 rerun 

I COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (3) 
5 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civ i l  actions under 55,000. No l imit 

-Misdemeanors (except drug4 outside 
in amount of counterclaim. 

Wilmington. 

I Nu p r y  trial3 in New Castle. 
jury t r ia ls  in Kent and Surrex 
(criminal cage3 only). 

I IUSTICE OF THE PEACE I COURT (16) 
45juiticerof the peace 
Juridiction: 
-Civi l  action3 under 51.500. 
-Minor misdemeanors. Committing 

magistrate in a l l  crimes. No criminal 
jurisdiction in Wilmington. 

- Motor vehicle cases lexceot felonierl. 
Jury trials in landlordltenant cases I ""I". 

SUPERIOR COURT (3) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original civil (except equity) 
jurisdiction. Exclusive jurisdiction 
over adoptions, termination of 
parental rights. involuntary 

-Original criminal ju'irdiction. 
Exclusive felony and drug uffenre 
jurisdiction. 

Common Plear and administrative 

commitmenti of mentally ill. 

Appealr on record from Court of 

agencies. 

PeaceCourtand Arbitration Panels. 
Appealr de novo from Justice of the 

ytr ialr.  

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
WILMINGTON 
3 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Misdemeanor. municipal ordinance 

vi~laf ions,  preliminary hearings fur 
felonies and drug-related 
mirdemeanorr. 

-Traffic Violations Division prucerrer 
a l l  moving and packing v i ~ l a t i ~ n s .  
No jury trial$. 

ALDERMAN'S COURT (14) 
13aldermen. 1 deputy. 3arrirtantr, 
1 alternate, and 1 mayor 
Jurisdiction: 
- Minorcivilactiunrin sumecourtr. 
-Minor misdemeanors. Municipal 
ordinance violations. Committing 
maglitrate in some COUrt l .  

- Trafficoffenrer. parking violations. 
No jury trials. 

Courts "f 
ge"Ual 

jurisdiction 

Courts of  
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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DEUNARE SUPREME COURT 
Cour t  of l a s t  resort  

5 j u s t i c e s  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 _ .  - P - - 

pending F i l e d  Beglnmng 
pending 

tares:  
Appeals: 

C i V i l J  ....................................................... 188f 191 218 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 321’ -3n T4-2 
Criminal  ..................................................... 133f 126 124 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Or ig ina l  app l i ca t i ons  .................................... 6 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n s  ........................................... 2 

Tota l  ..................................................... 8 
Advisory * in ions .......................................... 0 

To ta l  ....................................................... - 8 
Total o ther  cases ............................................. 8 

16 
d 

20 
2 

22 
22 

11 
5 

16 
0 

16 
16 
- 

161 
135 
296 

2 
- 14 

1 4  

To ta l  carer  ..................................................... 329 339 358 310 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a r s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the C S I M  p r o j e c t .  

f k g i n n i n g  pending f i g u r e r  f o r  t h e  1979 Court year do no t  equal the end pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1978 Court yea r :  

Source: 

F igurer  were adjusted from those o r i g i n a l l y  reported i n  t h e  1978 Oelaware Annual Report. 

D i rec to r ,  Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  o f  the Courts, 1979 Annual Report o f  t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r r  (Ui lmington, k l a w a r e :  
are  f rom the annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

1979). S t a t i s t i c s  

- - 



DELAWARE COURT OF CHANCERYk 
C o u r t  O f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 count ies.  3 chancel lors 
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

21 5 

pending Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
Estate: 

Probatelwi  1 l r l i  " tes ta te :  

Suirdianrhiplconservatorrhipltrusteeship: 
Estates .................................................... 
Guardians fo r  minors ....................................... 
Guardians f o r  i n f i r m  ....................................... 
Trusts ..................................................... 
Trustees f o r  menta l l y  ill .................................. 

Total  ....................................................... 
Other m t t e r r  .............................................. 

Total  ......................................................... 
C i v i l  c a s e d  ................................................. 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Other estate:  

Other c i v i l :  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

2.908 1,766 1.657 3.017 

1.074 
723 

1 * 982 
169 

3,948 

307 
7.163 

126 
122 
137 

6 
391 

83 
2,240 

E6 
2,084 

324 
7.319 

661 417 383 695 

7.824 2,657 2,467 8,014 

- 

7.824 2,657 2.467 8.014 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  w e d  by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  

%re d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 

JExplanation of data included i n  the category:  
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint .  

C i v i l  cases inc lude corporate cases. equity,  r e a l  p roper ty  d ispu ter  (boundaries and t i t l e ) .  c o m r c i a l  m t t e r s .  con t rac tua l  matters.  

kAddi t iona1 informat ion:  
Delaware's "Sunshine Law." etc. Corporate matters take  up m s t  o f  the  time. 

This p r o f i l e  doer no t  inc lude r e f e r r a l s  t o  t h e  Pub l ic  Guardian. The Pub l ic  Guardian r e f e r s  cases t o  the  Court o f  Chancery if he t h i n k s  a 
guardianship m y  be necessary. I n  t h e  f i s c a l  year 1978-79 there  were 79 beginning pending, 119 f i l e d .  110 disposed, and.88 end pending 
cases fa r  t h e  Pub l ic  Guardian. The 119 f i l e d  cases were 8 guareianships and 111 i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Source: D i rec to r ,  Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  the  
are from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  

Courts, 1979 Annual Report o f  t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

(Wi ln ington, Oel aware: 1979). S t . t i S t i C S  
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OELAWARE SUPERIOR COURT 

Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
3 counties, 11 judges 

J u l y  1, 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

tnd 
pending E- pending F i l e d  Oisposed 

! C i r i l d :  
Law: 

Real property r i g h t s :  
Mechanic's l i e n s  and morgages ................................ 

D o r s t i c  re la t i ons :  
Other dgmestic re la t i ons :  

Terminations and adoptions ................................. 
Mental heal th :  

lnval untary  comi tments ...................................... 
Appeal ......................................................... 
Other c i v i l :  

Miscel laneous ................................................ 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

................................................... Complaints 2,479 1,875 1,665 2,689 

Cr iminald:  
Felonylmisd-anor: 

Cr iminalJ  .................................................... 
Appeal ......................................................... 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

385 

185 

104 
394 

160 

3,707 

1.417 
A 
1.417 

658 

304 

674 
216 

394 

4.121 

- 

2,729 
221 

2.950 

579 464 

308 181 

650 128 
225 385 

340 - 214 

3.767 4.061 

3.186 1,181 

3,186k 1.181k 

Ail A 

5.124 1.071 6,953 5,242 

W d  

Civil. 
La" .................... x X 128 
Real proper t y  r i g h t s  ... X X 3 

To ta l  ................... X X 131 
c r i n i n a l k  ................ 269 50 319 

To ta l  ..................... NfA NfA 4% 

Tine i n t e r v a l  data (average days)n 

Between f i 1 i ng 
and d i s p o s i t i o n  

c i v i l :  
Law ........................... 490.4 
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s  .......... 159.3 
Other d-st ic r e l a t i o n s  ...... 138.1 
Mental h e a l t h  ................. 36.1 
Appeal ........................ 434.1 
Other  c i v i l  ................... 95.8 

Cr iminal  d i i p o s i t i o n s k  

Jurv t r i a l :  , ~ .~ ~~ 

G u i l t y  .............................. 154 
G u i l t y  p lea ......................... 41 
Not g u i l t y  38 
Dismissal a t  t r i a l  .................. 10 
No l le  prosequi a t  t r i a l  ............. 6 
Hung j u r y  ........................... 20 
M i s t r i a l  11 

G u i l t y  .............................. 31 
G u i l t y  p lea ......................... 1 
Not g u i l t y  .......................... 16 
Oirected v e r d i c t  .................... 1 
No l le  prosequi a t  t r i a l  ............. 1 

Plea .................................. 1.962 
Total t r i a l  conv i c t i on  ................ 227 
Tota l  a c q u i t t a l  ....................... 55 
Oismissal 31 
Nal le  prosequi ........................ 796 
Appeal dismissed. record remanded ..... 55 
Remand ................................ 5 
Oiversions and consol idat ions ......... 7 

......................... 

............................ 
Non-jury t r i a l :  

............................. 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (average days1 

bean nediann _ _ _ _  
Criminal :  

A r res t  t o  d i spos i t i onn  ........ 88.6 70.5 
Indictment t o  d i s p m i t i o n n  .... 67.1 46.5 
Length of t r i a l  ............... 1.77 N I A  

Granted .............................. 
Dismissed ............................ 
Withdrawn: 

Uncontested: 
Voluntary d ismissals  ............... 
Voluntary comitmnent ............... 

Oefaul t  judgment f o r  p l a i n t i f f  ....... 
Other iudament f o r  o l a i n t i f f  ......... _ _  
Judgment f o r  defendant ............... 
S p l i t  dec i s ion  ....................... 
A f f i r m d  ............................. 
Reversed ............................. 
Remnded ............................. 
Other ................................ 
Affirmed i n  pa r t .  reversed i n  p a r t  ... 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Real 
p roper t y  Domestic Mental 

Law r i g h t s  r e l a t i o n s  heal th  Appeals Other To ta l  

294 260 554 
215 13 14 226 37 70 575 

_ _  _ _  63 0 1,121 

_ _  424 _ _  _ _  424 _ _  _ _  _ _  0 688 _ _  _ _  0 92 _ _  _ _  0 36 -- _- 0 11 _ _  72 -- 72 _ _  20 -- 20 
6 -- 6 _- -- 27 -- 27 

0 0 0 10 l o  

__ _ _  _- _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _  
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Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a r r i f i c a t i o n r  w e d  by the  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  

X - The data f a r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not a v a i l a b l e  by Category 
N/A = This case type i s  handled by the  CouPt, but  the  data are unavai lable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted with the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or Corrpldint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  O f  count i s  t h e  number of defendants on the  informat ion,  indictment.  t rans fer .  appeal. o r  reinstatement. 

w i t h  a consecut ively numbered ser ies  O f  informat ion.  appeals, or t rans fers  f i l e d  on the.same day i s  counted as one defendant. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A nan- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the  p o i n t  *en an Opening statement sr t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  Of any evidence OCCUTS. 

Invo lun tary  comnitment proceedings a r e  h e l d  only i n  New Cast le County. 
Cr iminal  case f i g u r e s  inc lude appeals t h a t  are t r i e d  de novo except f o r  f i l i n g s ,  which can be separated i n t o  new f i l i n g s  and appeals. 

The number o f  pending c r i m i n a l  defendants d isp layed includes those which are t r i a b l e  and n o t  t r i a b l e .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  c r i m i n a l  case d i s p o s i t i o n s  l i s t e d  there  were a l so  257 " " ind ic ted  c r i m i n a l  cases disposed by n o l l e  prosequi. 

A defendant 

jExp lanat ion  O f  data included i n  the  category: 

kAdd i t iona l  informat ion:  

These cases 
were not counted w i t h  the  other c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  because these cases were never a c t u a l l y  be fore  the  Superior Court. 
been bound over t o  Super ior  Court e i t h e r  because probable cause was found a t  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  hearing, o r  because t h e  pre l im inary  hear ing 
was waived, but e i t h e r  t h e  Attorney General then decided no t  t o  reek indictment.  or t h e  grand j u r y  ignored the  indictment.  

280 defendants whose cases were disposed O f  by j u r y  t r i a l ,  and 50 whose cases were disposed Of by non- jury t r i a l .  

The cases had 

The t r i a l  in fo rmat ion  Counts the  number e f  t r i a l s  held. More than one defendant 's care  m y  be disposed of by a Single t r i a l .  There Were 

mlnformat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 

n ln fo rmat ian  on t ime i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending careload data: 
Only law and r e a l  p roper ty  r i g h t s  cases are  t r i e d  i n  t h i s  Court. 

Arrest  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  times inc lude a l l  defendants. 
Indictment t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  t imes inc lude i n d i c t e d  defendants only. 
Median t ime values were ca lcu la ted  us ing  the  grouped medians method. 

Source: Direc tor .  Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  the  Courts, 1979 Annual Report o f  t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Uilmington, Delaware: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  
are  from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed whew necessary. 
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DELAWARE FAMILY COURT 

Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
3 courts. 12 judges 

July 1. 1978 t o  &ne 30. 1979 

pendingk p F i l e d  D i  sjosedk pending 

C i r i l d :  
DOnestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Marr iage d lsso lu t ion :  

Supportlcustody: 
Divorce and annulments ..................................... 
New support ................................................ 
Arrearages and mod i f i ca t ions  ............................... 
C u s t o d y l v i s i t a t i o n  ......................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
V i s i t a t i o n  ................................................. 
I m p e r i l i n g  ................................................. 
A n c i l l a r y  m t t e r s  .......................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 

Mher c i v i l  .................................................... 
Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

M h e r  d w s t i c  re la t ions :  

C r i n i n a l d :  
Other c r im ina l :  

Adu l t  c r im ina l  ............................................... 
Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

T r a f f i c - j u v e n i l e  ............................................ 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juveni  1 e: 
Cr iminal- type Offense: 

Felony ....................................................... 
Uisdemanor .................................................. 

Total  ......................................................... 
Status of fense ................................................. 

Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

999 

X 
X 
X 

3,560 

3.405 
2.941 
2,665 
9,011 

X 591 
X 584 
X 1,029 
X 2.204 
X 14.775 
X 812 - 

2.595 

220 

220 

- 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

15.587 

2.345 

2.345 

763 

763 

- 

2,041 
5.402 
7,443 

736 

8,179 

~ 

3,734 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X __ 

15.189 

2.328 

2.328 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

~ 

825 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2.993 

__ 

237 

237 

- 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

3.922 26.874 26,475 4,321 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C1assifiCatiOns used by t h e  CSlH p r o j e c t .  
x - T h e  ddta f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dCase.def in i t ion or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  OP complaint .  
The c r im ina l .  t r a f f i c .  and j u v e n i l e  u n i t  O f  Count i s  t h e  number o f  s i n g l e  inc idents .  M u l t i p l e  complaints a r i s i n g  from a Single i n c i d e n t  are 

counted as a s i n g l e  p e t i t i o n .  

source: Direc tor ,  Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  

Courts, 1979 Annual Report o f  t h e  Delaware Jud ic ia ry  
t o t a l s  hare been conputed where necessary. 

(Wi Irnington, Delaware: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  



DEUYARE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

16 courts, 45 j u s t i c e s  o f  the p a c e  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

219 

- v 
pending Begtnnlng pending F i  1 ed Disposed 

Cir i ld:  
~ ___ ___ - 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 13,691 16.459 15.384 14,766 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Cr iminal  ..................................................... X 17.570 X X 
Other c r im ina l :  

F i rh lgane .................................................... X 
Other ........................................................ X 

Total  ......................................................... ~ X 

2.090 
3,296 
5,386 - 

X 
X 
X __ 

X 
X 
X - 

Total c r i m i n a l  .................................................. X 22,956 X X 

r r a f f i c :  

Total  t r a f f i c  ................................................... X 86,355 X X 

__ - ~ ~ 

;rand t o t a l  ...................................................... 14.644 125.770 

Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

By m a i l - i n  f i n e  ................. 59.276 
8y c o u r t  appearance ............. 48,861 
By counsel appearance ........... 657 

124.178 16,236 

lo ldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH pro jec t .  
( - The data f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be inc luded in'  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

k a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count:  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  O f  Count i s  t h e  number o f  charges. 

jaurce: Direc tor ,  Admin is t ra t i ve  Off ice o f  t h e  Courts, 1979 Annual Report o f  t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  
m e  from the  annual repor t  exCePt t h a t  t o t a l s  have been Comwted w h e w  necessarv. 

OEWARE COURT OF C M N  PLEAS 
Court  o f  l im i ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 courts. 5 judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

pending 

- __p End 
pending F i l e d  Oisposed Beglnmng 

:i v i  Id: 
Other c i v i l : .  

CornDlaintsJ .................................................. X 
i 4 i r c e l l a n e o u s ~  ............................................... X 

Total  ......................................................... 1,586 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 1,586 

3,545 X 
194 X 

~ 3.739 - 3.238 

3,739 3.238 

X 
X 

2,087 - 
2,087 

:r iminald:  
H i s d m a n o r :  

Cr imina l  ..................................................... 1,130 7.411 7.394 1,147 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 1.130 7,411 7,394 1,147 

~ - 

;rand t o t a l  ...................................................... 2,716 11.150 10,632 3.234 

Total  
Cr imina l  .......... 7 3 6  

lo ldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  E l P  pro jec t .  
( - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

ICoUPt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t h e  case i s  not disposed o f  by a 
j u r y  t r i a l .  D i s p o s i t i o n  by g u i l t y  plea. n o l l e  pPOseqUi, 
d i m i s a l ,  etc., a r e  a l l  counted as non-jury t r i a l s .  

jExp!,anation of  data included i n  t h e  category: 
Complaints" includes complaints f a r  damages ( i n c l u d i n g  those 

i n v o l v i n g  automobiles), replevins.  f o m i g n  attachments. and 
domestic attachments. 

Jury t r i a l s  are not handled i n  the  New Cast le County Court o f  
Cornon Pleas:  j u r y  t r i a l s  fo r  c r i m i n a l  cases are  h e l d  i n  Kent 
and Sussex Counties. I f  a j u r y  demand i s  made i n  New Cast le 
County, t h e  case i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Superior Court. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  
complaint. 

The Criminal  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  t h e  number o f  charges. change. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  j u r y  i s  sworn. 

'Case d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 

"H isce l lmeour "  includes c i v i l  judgments and p e t i t i o n s  f o r  nane 

jource: Direc tor .  Admin is t ra t i ve  Office o f  t h e  Courts. 1979 Annual Report Of t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Oelaware: 
are from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where neces~ary .  

1979). S t a t i s t i c s  - 
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF UILMINGTOW. LELAUARE 

Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 court. 3 judges 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

pending * eg,nmng pending Disposed 

C r i a i n a l d :  
Other c r i m i n a l :  

Cr im ina lJ  .................................................... 407 9,154 9,023 538 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 407 9.154 9.023 538 

- 

T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  ........................................ 1.225 17,199 17,591 833 

Total  t r a f f i c j  .................................................. 1,225 17,199 17.591 833 

~ - - 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 1,632 26,353 26.614 1.371 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 

jExo lanat ion  of  data included i n  the  cateaory: 
The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  Of Count i s  t h e  number O f  charges. 

! ,  
Cr iminal  cases inc lude misdemeanor. opdi iance v i o l a t i o n ,  and pre l im inary  hear ing  cases. i 

Source: Direc tor ,  Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  the  Courts, 1979 Annual Report o f  the  Delaware Judiciary_ (Wilmington, Delaware: 
are from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o w u t e d  where necessary. 

1979). S t a t i s t i c s  

OELAYAI(E ALDERIVIN'S COURT 
Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

Beg,nmng 
pending 

1 4  courts. 13 aldermen and 1 may06 

P I 

F i  1 ed O i Y  pendinri 

t iw i l d :  
h l l  claims: 

Other ........................................................ - o i  L i  1751 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... O i  53i mi 

Criminald:  
Misdemanor: 

Enih%al ..................................................... - o i  1.3931 i i o i  

Total  cp imim1 .................................................. oi  1.393i z.03si i i g i  

T r a f f i c :  - - - - 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... 202i 7.9754 14,329i 12991 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 219i 10,935: 16,540i i69gi  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i C a t i a n r  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
n{A = This case type i s  handled by t h e  Court. but  the  data a re  unavai lable.  

CJudge in fo rmat ion :  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  care  i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  Complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number o f  charges. 

9Change i n  pending does not equal the  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions :  
Difference i s  due t o  the  var ious sources o f  missing data l i s t e d  below. 

i o a t a  are not complete: 
No f i l i n g  OP pending data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  Courts i n  Newpart. Harrington, B r i d g e v i l l e ,  and Ocean View. 

Ctv i ' l  disposed and grand t o t a l  disposed f i g u r e s  do no t  inc lude data from August 1978 through December 1978 fop  the Harr ington Alderman's 

No data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c r i m i n a l  and t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  f o r  November and December 1978 and March 1979 f o r  t h e  Blades Alderman's Court. 
Pending and f i l e d  f igures  fo r  the  cour t  i n  Rehoboth Beach were not d iv ided i n t o  c r i m i n a l  and t r a f f i c  cases. 

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  a ldemen and mayor serv ing  t h i s  Court, there  are also 1 deputy, 3 ass is tan t .  and p o s i t i o n s  f o r  2 a l t e r n a t e  aldermen, one 
o f  M i c h  wits vacant dur ing  1979. 

The Court i n  Newark d i d  no t  
report  any pending data. 

C O W t .  

These cases were included i n  
t h e  grand t o t a l  f i g u r e r  reported (17 beginning pending. 1.514 f i l e d ,  and 29 end pending) but are  not included i n  e i t h e r  t h e  c r i m i n a l  or  
t r a f f i c  t o t a l s .  

Source: Oirector, Admin is t ra t i ve  Of f i ce  Of t h e  Courts, 1979 Annual Report Of the  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Uilmington, Oelaware: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  
ape from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

COURT OF APPEALS 

Jurisdiction: resort - Appeals from the Superior Court and 
certain District of Columbia agencies. 

t 
SUPERIOR COURT 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited civil jurisdiction. 

Family: domestic relationr, mental 
health, intraiamiiy and neglect. 
probate. 

ordinance vidationS. 
- Felony, misdemeanor, traffic. 

- Family: iuvenile. 

lury trials 

Court of 
general 

iurirdiction 

lndirater route of appeal t 
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DISTRICT OF COLWBIA COURT ff APPEALS 

Court  of  l a s t  r e s o r t  
9 judger 

January 1. 1979 t o  &c&r 31, 1979 

pending Oispored Beglnnlng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ X 419 X X 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... X 574 X X 
Appeal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

Agency ...................................................... X 124 X X ................................................ A Total  appealsJ 7 r;mj r;rrsj 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Special  proceedingsJ ..................................... X 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................... NlA, 
Total  ....................................................... X' 

P e t i t i o n s  fo r  review ....................................... X 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. 7 

Requests t o  appeal: 

79 
40 

119 

X 
40 
404 

4 

X 
N I A .  

X' 

4 
Total cases ..................................................... 1.134fil 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters:  

Procedural motions ........................................... 0 
Substant ive m t i o n s  .......................................... 0 

Total  ......................................................... 0 

Total  o ther  proceedings ......................................... 0 

- 

1.236 

7,093 
1,303 
8,396 

~ 

8.396 

1.318 

7.093 
1.303 
- 8,396 

8.396 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Judgment .................... 400 
By Order .................... 559 

Opinion ..................... 319 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average days) 

Not ice of appeal t o  f i l i n g  o f  record ........................ 1271 

Completed b r i e f i n g  t o  argument or submission 941 
F i l i n g  o f  record u n t i l  b r i e f i n g  i s  completed ................ 142l 

Argument or submission t o  decis ion .......................... 112l 
Not ice  of appeal t o  dec is ion  ................................. 449 

................ 

1.0521 

0 
0 
0 __ 
0 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
X - T h e  data f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

f k g i n n i n g  pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1979 Court year does not equal the  end pending f i g u r e  for t h e  1978 c o u r t  year. 

i o a t a  are no t  complete: 

jExp lanat ian  of data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 

Figure i s  as provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  cour t  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

The t o t a l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings disposed f i g u r e  does not inc lude Special proceedings cases. 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  cases are not  included i n  t h e  t o t a l  cases pending f igures .  

Total  appeals f i g u r e s  inc lude appeals and p e t i t i o n s  f o r  review cases. 
"Spec ia l  proceedings" include~mandanxls, p r o h i b i t i o n ,  e x t r a d i t i o n ,  habeas corpvr,  contempt, and mental h e a l t h  cases. Formerly t h e  m j o r i t y  

1Special source or  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 
Beginning and end pending f igures  fop t o t a l  cases and o ther  f i g w e s  as footnoted were provided by the  admin is t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  O f  the  Court 

o f  these cases were categor ized under c r i m i n a l  appeals. 

dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: J o i n t  Cormittee on J u d i c i a l  Admin is t ra t ion  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia and Execut ive O f f i c e r ,  1979 Annual Report (Uashington. D.C.). 
S t a t i s t i c s  ape from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. and add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion  was suppl ied by 
the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Off ice of the  c o u r t  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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DISTRICT a c o u m i A  SUPERIMI wuw 

Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 court. 44 judges 

January 1 . 1979 t o  Decelmer 31 . 1979 

Lnd 
pending F i l e d  01 spored 

Law: 
C i v i l  j u r y  ................................................... 3. 986 
C i v i l  non-jury ............................................... 1. 192 

Total ......................................................... 5.178 
Small c la ims ................................................... 1. 953 
Real p roper t y  r i gh ts :  

D a m s t i c  re la t i ons :  
Landlord and tenant  ........................................... 
Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  

Support lcurtody: 

7. 909fk 

Divorce .................................................... 4.753 

support .................................................... 548 
Reciprocal support ......................................... 1. 490 

Total ....................................................... 2.038 
Adoption ..................................................... 233 
O t h e r  domestic re la t i ons :  

Pa te rn i t y  .( ................................................ 397 
ln t ra fami l y3  ............................................... 884 

Total ....................................................... 1.281 
Total ......................................................... 8.305 

Decedents' estates ......................................... X 

Minors' estates ............................................ X 
Conservatorships and miscel laneous j u d i c i a r y  cases ......... X 

Tota l  ....................................................... X 
Tota l  ......................................................... 3.3801 

Jud ic ia l  p e t i t i o n s  ........................................... 67fh 

Estate: 
P r o b a t e l ~ l l r l i n t e s t ~ t ~ :  

Suardianshiplconrervatarshi p l t r u s t e e s h i  p: 

Uental heal th :  

Appeal : 
Appeal o f  a d n i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

C i v i l  t a x  .................................................. 222 
cr iminal  t ax  ............................................... 418 

Total ....................................................... 640 

............................................. 17 

Auditor-master d i v i s i o d  ..................................... 444 
Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 27. 8931 

........................................................ 1.049 .................................................... 2. 407 

re- ind ic tments ....................................... 264 

i a b l e  O i s t r j c t  o f  Columbia cases ..................... 38 
s t r i c t  of Columbia cases ............................. 276 ...................................................... 314 

proceedingsj ......................................... 57 

Tota l  cr iminal  .................................................. 4. 091 

i a b l e  t r a f f i c  ........................................ 930 
a f f i c  ................................................ 5.062 

Tota l  ......................................................... 5. 992 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 5.992 

~ 

Juvenile: 
Cri.inb1-type offenre: 

s t a t u s  b&nse: 

nondf.&nre: 

Deli8quency .................................................. 9441 

P e ~ s t i ~  i n  need of superv is ion ................................ 381 

Neglect ...................................................... 124 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 1. 106 

- 

3. 670 
2. 308 
5.978 

28. 882 

102.938 

4.161 

364 

1. 452 
350 

1.104 
810 

1. 914 
7. 877 

2.230 

125 

333 
2.563 

1.088 

208 

a77 

189 
258 
447 

14 

1. 676 

151.252 

4. 005 
15. 150 

7. 010 

81 
3. 424 
3. 505 

1,711 
31.381 

4. 956 
16. 287 

2 1 , 2 4 3 k  

21. 243 

5.2421 

3441 

466 

6. 052 

- 

103.429 7. 418 

4.488 4. 426 

253 659 
813 

1.066 
339 

670 
542 

1.212 
7. 105 

1. 765 
2.424 

244 

831 
1.152 
1.983 
9. 077 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

2.324 3. 6191 

826 118 

120 
423 
543 

291 
253 
544 

25 6 

1.638 482 

150. 647 28. 498 

3. 960 1. 094 
13. 090 4. 467 

7. 080 194 

100 19 
3. 448 252 
3. 548 271 

1. 726 42 

29.404 6.  068 

- 

4. 665 1. 222 

25. a53 1. 382 
21 .  188 161 

~ 

25. a53 1. 382 

4. 837 1. 34191 

330 521 

456 134 

5. 623 1, 527 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 39.08Zf 209.928 211. 527 37. 475 
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C i v i l :  

T r i a l d  

W N o n - j u r y r n  
~~~ ~ 

Law ....................... 193 
hll claims ................ 
Mental h e a l t h  ............. 12 
Appeal .................... 0 

Tota l  ...................... 205 

Felony .................... 528 
Mird-anor ............... 377 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  ....... 2 

To ta l  ...................... 907 

Other t r a f f i c  v io la t i onm .. 42 
Grand t o t a l  .................. 1.154 

Cr iminal :  

T r a f f i c :  

Juven i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

154 
NIA 

3 
154 
3 i i i  

47 
101 
135 
283 

347 
N t  A 

15 
154 
5161 

575 
478 
131 

1,190 

436 
2,1421 

C i v i l  ( law) d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Set t led before cou r t  ....................... 
Oismissed before t r i a l  ..................... 
Remved from calendar ...................... 
Set t led a t  p r e - t r i a l  OP 

t r i a l  conference ......................... 
Sumnary judgment granted ................... 
Settlement ................................. 
Dismissed fo r  want o fprosecut ion ........... 
Consent o r  confessed judgment. .............. 
Dismissed by m t i o n  ........................ 
Oefault judgment ........................... 
Exparte .................................... 
Judgment On pleadings ...................... 
Stays ...................................... 0 
Motion fo r  judgment granted ................ 93 
Other ...................................... 59 
Dismissed-pret r ia l  m t i o n  .................. 90 

Cr iminal  type o f fense  
and s t a t u s  o f fense  T r a f f i c  d ispos i t ions '  

Not p e t i t i o n e d  ........................... 1.449 
Closed ................................... 852 
Committed t o  SSA ......................... 438 
Consent decree ........................... 641 
Dismissed ................................ 383 
Disposed on another case ................. 510 
Transferred .............................. 0 
Probation ................................ 611 
Suspended conmitrnent ..................... 275 
Other .................................... 10 

Ju ry  t r i a l :  
G u i l t y  ............................... 324 
Not g u i l t y  ........................... 146 
M i s t r i a l  ............................. 51 

Tota l  ................................. 528 

G u i l t y  ............................... 22 
Not g u i l t y  ........................... 25 
Motions f o r  judgment Of a c q u i t t a l  .... 0 

Tota l  ................................. 47 
Oismissed by Court ..................... 458 
NO paper ............................... 0 
N o l l e  prosequi ......................... 38 
G u i l t y  p lea ............................ 2,367 
bsconded .............................. 449 
Mental observation ..................... 0 
Transfer Rule 105 ...................... 0 
Secur i t y  f o r f e i t  ....................... 0 
Held f o r  Grand Jury ...................... 
Uaived Grand Jury _ _  
NO probable cause ...................... _ _  
C e r t i f i e d  t o  U.S. Magist ra te ........... _ _  
Indictment f i l e d  ....................... _ _  
E x t r a d i t i o n  waived ..................... _ _  
E x t r a d i t i o n  granted ...................... 
E x t r a d i t i o n  denied ....................... 
Special proceedings granted .............. 
Others ................................. 73 

Motions fo r  judgment o f  a c q u i t t a l  .... 7 

Nan-jury t r i a l :  

...................... 

Special proceedings denied ............. _ _  

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
G u i l t y  p lea ............... 3.535 
Oisnissed by cou r t  ........ 998 
Nol le  prosequi ............ 11.228 
No paper .................. 1,033 
Transfer Rule 105 ......... 8 
bsconded ................. 2.738 
Secur i ty  f o r f e i t  .......... 5,408 
Other'....... .............. 469 

,943 
938 
349 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (average months) 

Tim t r i a l  could be had a f t e r  case was placed on calendar: 
C i v i l  j u r y  ................................ 12.0 
C i v i l  non-jury ............................ 11.0 

Cr iminal  d i r p o r i t i o n r  

Ordinance 
Misdemeanor v i o l a t i o n  

Pre l iminary 
hearlng 

Extraord inary 
ai t - 

81 X 
19 X 

_ _  
2.964 
1,169 

80 
79 

216 

Tota l  

512! 
286! 

331 
901 

103! 
441 
If 

283 
1.8611 
4.955 
4.651 
7,292 
2,104 

2971 
3321 
526 

2.964 
1,169 

80 
79 

216 
507 

31 
0 

174 
129 
241 

741 

(continued On next page) 



226 D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia Superior Court (cont inued) 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
N/A - T h i s  care  type  i s  handled by the  court .  bu t  the  data are unavai lable.  
_ -  - Not app l i cab le .  

! acourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Superior Court data are d isp layed according t o  case types. no t  cour t  d i v i s i o n s  as they e x i s t  i n  t h e  Superior Court. C i v i l  D i v i s i o n  handles I 

c i v i l  j u r y .  c i v i l  nan-jury, slall clai16. and land lo rd  and tenant carer. Family D i v i s i o n  handles divorce, adoption. p a t e r n i t y ,  Support, 
r e c i p r o c a l  support. i n t r a f a m i l y .  j u d i c i a l  p e t i t i o n s .  habeas carpus. delinquency, neglect. and person i n  need O f  supervis ion cases. 
Probate D i v i s i o n  handles decedent's es ta tes  and minor 's es ta tes  cases. Tax D i v i s i o n  handles c i v i l  t a x  and c r im ina l  t a x  cases. Cr iminal  
D i v i s i o n  handles a l l  c r i e i m a l  and t r a f f i c  cases. 

%are d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted when it i s  placed on the  calendar. (has reached issue) .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on t h e  informat ion,  indictment.  o r  c o r p l d i n t .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  decision. 

fBeginning pending f igure  f o r  t h e  1979 Court year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 cour t  year. 
The d i f fe rence i s  due t o  adjustments made by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  court .  

9Change i n  pending does no t  equal t h e  di f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
There was a c o r r e c t i o n  o f  -8 cases nade t o  the  j u v e n i l e  c r im ina l - type  o f fense caseload data dur ing  t h e  year. 

hFigure was computed: 
F igure  was computed from f i l e d ,  disposed. and end pending data. 

$Data are no t  complete: 
NO data *ere a v a i l a b l e  fo r  the  number Of nonjury t r i a l s  Conducted fo r  s m l 1  c l a i m  cases. 

NO breakdown was a v a i l a b l e  fo r  t h e  Outcome O f  non-jury t r i a l s  f o r  c r i m i n a l  ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  cases. 

The busi'less of the  a u d i t o r - m s t e r  d i v i s i o n  includes f i d u c i a r y  accounts. orders o f  reference, and inventor ies .  
Special proceedings inc lude f u g i t i v e  from j u s t i c e  complaints, w r i t s  of habeas corpus, e x t r a d i t i o n  o f  o u t  of s t a t e  witnesses, a d v e r s a v  

Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  cases f i l e d  inc lude new f i l i n g s  and r e i n s t a t e d  cases. 

In fo rmat ion  on t h e  beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  land lo rd  and tenant cases r e f l e c t s  a change i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c y .  

S t a r t i n g  i n  1979, most minor t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  w e ~ e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  Department of Transportation. 

These f igures  were provided by the  s t a f f  o f  the  Executive O f f i c e r  dur ing  data v w i f i m t i o n .  

&her t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a re  defendants whose cases are i n  t h e  t r a f f i c  summons stage i n  accordance w i t h  procedures o u t l i n e d  i n  the  T r a f f i c  

AS a result,nonjury and t o t a l  t r i a l  f i g u r e r  fo r  
t o t a l  c i v i l  and t o t a l  cases ape not complete. 

o f  c r im ina l  non- jury t r i a l s  i s  there fore  not corrplete. 
The t o t a l  breakdown of the  r e s u l t  

JExplanation, of data inc luded i n  the  category:  

hearings, and show cause O f  contempt proceedings. 

h d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion :  
Beginning i n  1978, 

pending cares reported inc lude a l l  Undisposed carer. 
had been Set. 

P r i o r  t o  1978, p r a c t i c e  war t o  r e f l e c t  as pending Only those C a s e s  f a r  which t r i a l  

]Special  source or  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 

 disposition type o r  t r i a l  data:  

V i o l a t i o n  Not ice System. 

Source: Joint  Corn i t tee  on J u d i c i a l  Admin is t ra t ion  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia and Executive O f f i c e r .  1979 Annual Report (Washington, D.C.). 
S t a t i s t i c s  w e  from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmai ton  was provided 
by the  s t a f f  o f  t h e  Execut ive O f f i c e r  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



FLORIDA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7jurticer 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals and writs 

of certiorari from lower C O U m ,  
agencies. and commiirionr. 

~ Direct appeals on constitutional quer- 
lions, death penalty. bond validation, 
and cases of great public interest. 

I 

t 
I 

DISTRICT COURTS 
OF APPEAL ( 5 )  
39 iudger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and miminal appealr and writs 

of certiorari from Circuit Courts, 
asencier. and ~ o m m i ~ ~ i o n s .  

Con5titutional qwstion. 
Death penalty. 

Bond validation. 

ZIRCUIT COURT(20) 
302 judger 
l"risdictio": 
. ~ c t i o n s  a t  law over52.500. Domegtic 

relations, probate, guardianship. 
mental health. equity. 

. Exclusive felony jurirdiction. and 
jurisdiction over misdemeanors 

of the same circvmrtancer 
a3 a felony. 

- 1""e"ile. 

l"ry trials. 

 appeal^ de novo or on record. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (67)  
198 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Actions at law under 52,500, small 

C l i m J .  
- Miedemeanorr, ordinance ~ i o l a f i ~ n s .  

felony preliminaries. 
Traffic. 

lury trials. I 

1 
I 

227 

Intermediate 

COUrt 
appellate 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction I 
Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates routeof appeal. t 



228 
FLDalOA SUPREME COURT 
c o u r t  O f  l a s t  r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  D e c e h r  31. 1979 - 

F i l e d  Beglnnlng 
pending 

I -  i Cares: 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i o i n a l  i u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandarmr ................................................. 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 
Board o f  Bar Examiners ................................... 
Other .................................................... 

Total  ..................................................... 
F l o r i d a  Bar .............................................. O i s c i p l i n a r y :  

Advisory opinion: 

Requests t o  appeal: 

C e r t i f i e d  questions ...................................... 
Total  ....................................................... 

D i s t r i c t  Courts of Appeal ................................ P e t i t i o n s  f o r  w r i t s  o f  c e r t i o r a r i  from: 

C i r c u i t  Court ............................................ 
Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

I n d u s t r i a l  Relat ions Conmiision ........................ 
Publ ic Service C o r n i s r i m  .............................. 

Total  ................................................... 
Other .................................................... 

Total  ..................................................... 
Total  other cases ............................................. 

Total  cases ..................................................... 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  rehear ing ...................................... 
Tota l  Other proceedings ......................................... 

X 
A 

372 
--m 386 

-386 

End 
pending 

X 
A 

X 

X 
x 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

163 

3 
520 

1,264 
25 

346 
23 

369 
11 

1.669 m 

143 

5 
512 

1.200 
20 

374 
29 

403 
3 

1,626 
2,138 
- 

1,3631 2,561 2,524 1,40391 

641 2361 2' 4791 

641 2361 2551 4791 

Manner O f  d i s p o s i t i o n 1  Status o f  pending caseload] (12/31/791 

Opinion: Number o f  cares: 
Wri t ten  Opinion .............. 188 Not perfected ........... 391 
Per curiam ................... 229 Ready f o r  argument ...... 60 

Total ......................... 417 Under cons idera t ion  ..... 952 
D i s p o s i t i o n  by order ........... 2,107 Total  .................... 1.403 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by :he C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category 

9Change i n  pending does no t  equal the  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions :  

]Special  ,source or  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data:  

Source: Office Of S ta te  Courts Administrator.  F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 1979 (Tallahassee, F l o r i d a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  

There were t3 COrrectionS made t o  t h e  count of case5 and +2 cor rec t ions  made t o  t h e  Count o f  Other proceedings i n  t h e  Court d u r i n g  the  year 
by the clerk O f  the  court .  

Figures footnoted were Supplied by t h e  c l e r k  of the  Court dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

annual repor ts  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. and a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion  was Supplied by t h e  c l e r k  of the  
cour t  dur ing  data v w i f i c a t i o n .  



FUY(IDA DISlTllCT COURTS OF APPEAL 
In te rmed ia te  a p p e l l a t e  court 

5 d i s t r i c t s ,  39 judger 
January 1, 1979 t o  December 31, 1979 

229 

F i l e d  Disposed pending 
x 

pending 

Cases: ........................................................ X ................................................. " --I( 
Appeals X 10,039 

Tota l  appeals A m;6m 

Other cases: 
O r i p i n a l  proceedinqs: 

0;iginai j u r i s d i i t i o n :  

A d r i  sarx  opinion: 

Requests t o  appeal: 

Other o r i g i n a l  Wr i ts  ..................................... 
Total  ....................................................... 
C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................. 

Total  o ther  cases ............................................. 

OtherJ ................................................... 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

780 

1.019 
1,799 

7Jn 512 

628 

1.043 
1.671 

549 
1,220 

X 

X 
X 

X x 
6.6411 12.350 10,861 8.24191 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM p r o j e c t .  
x - The data f o r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

gchange i n  pending does not equal t h e  d i f f e r e n t  between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions :  
Figures are as given i n  the  annual r e p o r t  and by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  O f  the  Courts. 

IExp lanat ion  of data included i n  the  category: 
"Other" category includes r e i n s t a t e d  appeals and c e r t i f i e d  quest ions.  

1Special source or r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 
Pending f igures  were provided by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Courts dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator.  F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 1979 (Tallahassee; F lo r ida) .  
annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. and a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion was suppl ied by t h e  Off ice of t h e  
State Courts Admin is t ra to r  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  



FLORIDA CIRCUIT COURT 
230 

Court  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
20 c i r c u i t s ,  302 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

pending 

P 
tnd- 

pending Beglnmng F i l e d  Disposed 

I"._. 

Profess ional  t o r t :  

Other  t o r t :  
Uedica l  malpract ice ....................................... 
Negligence ................................................ 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Contracts  and indebtedness ................................... 
Condemnation ................................................ 
Real propertylmartgage foreclosure.. ......................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
M a m i  age d isso lu t i on :  

Problttl"i1lSlintertate: 

Guardia"shiplconservatorship1trusteerhip: 

Contract: 

Real proper t y  r i gh ts :  

Ooaestic re la t i ons :  

D i s s o l u t i o n  and annulment ................................. 
Probate ................................................... 
Guardianship .............................................. 
Trusts  .................................................... 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
Total ........................................................ 

Uental h e a l t h  ................................................. 
Appeal ........................................................ 
M h e r  c i v i l  ................................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Estate:  

Cr iminal  : 
Felony: 

Cap i ta l  punishment c r i m s  .................................... 
Crimes against  persons ....................................... 
Crimes against  proper ty  ...................................... 
Drugs ........................................................ 
Ofher fe lon ies  ............................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Appeal ........................................................ 

Tota l  c r im ina l  ................................................. 
Juveni.le: 

cr i& -type offense: 

bn+f&e+: 
DetiQuency ................................................. 
O&enaLcy. .................................................. 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N/A 
N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

853 

19,513 
20,366 

30,539 

1,130 
14,819 
15,949 

79,497 

37,965 

4,731 
147 

4.878 
42.843 
13.570 

7341 
55,847 

259,345 

- 

,791 
24.206 
38,095 
17.722 
26,145 

106,959 
827 

107,786 

~ 

66,504 

16,558 

83,062 

880 

18.888 
19,768 

22.991 

871 
13,905 
14,776 

71.976 

36,614 

3,692 
193 

3.885 
40,499 
12.779 

4771 
48,566 

231.832 

__ 

372 

32,176 
15,597 
22,071 
91,148 

664 

91.812 

20,932 

__ 

62,168 

13.417 

75,585 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N/A 
N I A  
N / A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/R 
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N/R 
N I A  

Grand t0t.l ...................................................... N/A 450.193 399.229 N I A  

T r i a l d  Cr iminal  ( f e lony )  d i r p o r i t i a n s m  - 
Civil. ............ 
Cr im ina ln  ( fe lony)  2,761 1.413 4.174 

To ta l  .............. 5.520 134.401 139,921 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Dismissed before hearing ....... 42,330 

Jury t r i a l :  Before t r i a l :  
Convic t ion .............. 1,497 Convicted a f t e r  p lea ... 18.858 
Acqui t ted or dismissed .. 913 Adjudicat ion w i thhe ld  .. 15,952 
Convicted a f t e r  p lea .... 124 Dismissed .............. 35,733 
AdjudicatiQn w i thhe ld  ... 227 Transferred t o  

Non-jury t r i a l :  another Court ........ 10,854 
Convic t ion .............. 531 Other .................. 5,577 
Acqui t ted o r  dismissed .. 418 
Convicted a f t e r  p lea .A. 109 
Adjudicat ion Withheld ... 355 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
N/A s This case t ype  i s  handled by t h e  Court. bu t  t h e  data are unavai lab le.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  O f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  

c o m l a i  n t .  

diSpOsed by j u r y  t r i a l  or dismissed before t r i a l  ape considered 
disposed by judge ("on-jury t r i a l  1. 

I s p e c i a l  source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number O f  defendants on t h e  h e  f i g u r e s  footnoted were supplied by the admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  

C i v i l  t r i a l  data do no t  i nc lude  e s t a t e  o r  appeal cases. 
Cr iminal  t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  data t o t a l s  do not 

i n f o m a t i o n .  ind ic tment ,  o r  complaint a r i s i n g  frm a s i n g l e  
c r im ina l  episode. 

o r  the i n t roduc t i on  Of any evidence occurs. A l l  c i v i l  cases not i nc lude  appeals. 

o f  t h e  cou r t  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
mlnfarmation on d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  o r  t r i a l  data: 

A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  S w a m .  
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the po in t  when an Opening statement 

Source: Office o f  State Courts Admin is t ra tor .  F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  Re opt  1979 (Tallahassee, F l o r i d a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  
annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and coP!ections were prov ided by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  Of f ice of t h e  
cour ts  during data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



FLORIDA COUNTY COllRT 
Court of  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t l o n  

67 Counties. 198 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  b c & r  31. 1979 

231 

tnd 
pending BerJinnins pending F i l e d  Disposed 

X v i l d :  
Law: 

Sumnary procedure; ......................................... N/A 
Other c i v i l  cas& ......................................... NtA 

Total  ....................................................... N/A 
Total  c i v i l  N/A 

:r iminald:  

................................................... 

Risdemeanor .................................................. NIA 

Municipal  ordinance ........................................ NtA 
County ordinance NIA 

Ordi name v i o l a t i o n :  

........................................... ........................................................ Total  N/A 

151,221 
58,667 
209.888 

209,888 

165.294 

51.204 
17.337 
68,541 

372 NtA 
51.305 NIA 
197.656 N/A 
197,656 NIA 

372 NtA 
51.305 NIA 
197.656 N/A 
197,656 NIA 

144.838 

45.888 
15,837 
61,725 

N/A 

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
............................................... Total  c r im ina l . .  N/A 233.835 206.563 N/A 

r r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

C i v i l  i n f r ~ c t i o n s .  .......................................... Nt A 1,580.917 1.459.988 

Total... ..................................................... N/A 1.983.283 1,829.334 
.............................................. Criminal carer N/A 402.366 369,346 

- 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
.................................................. Tota l  t r ~ f f i c  N t A  1,983.283 1,829,334 N t A  

~ ~~ ~ 

.................................................... ;rand t ~ t a l .  N I A  2,427.006 2,233.553 N t A  

T r i a l d  

C i v i l  ......... 
Cr imina l  ...... 2,106 8.031 10,137 
Traff icm ...... 1,951 32,100 34,051 

Tota l  .......... 4,120 156,256 160.376 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

C i v i l  i n f m c t i o n s :  
A f te r  hear ing .................. 227.224 
Other than hear ing ............ 1,232,764 

Criminal  carer: 
Bond e r t r e a t u r e  ................ 13,414 
Plea ........................... 200,007 
Other .......................... 121,874 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Oisnissed before hear ing .. 81.468 

Criminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Jury t r i a l :  Before t r i a l :  
Convict ion .............. 453 Convicted a f t e r  p lea  .... 88.675 

Convicted a f t e r  p lea .... 435 Oisnissed ............... 47.363 A c q u i t t a l  or  dismissed .. 908 Adjudicat ion w i thhe ld  ... 30,320 

Adjud ica t ion  w i thhe ld  ... 310 Transferred t o  
Non-jury t r i a l :  another cou r t  ......... 1,986 

Convict ion .............. 2,375 Other ................... 28,082 
A c q u i t t a l  or dismissed .. 3.037 
Convicted a f t e r  p lea .... 1,005 
Adjud ica t ion  w i thhe ld  ... 1,614 

l o l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C laSSi f i ca t ions  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
V A  - This case type i s  handled by t h e  court, but  the  data are unavai lable.  

!Case d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  the  number of defendants on the  information. indictment,  o r  complaint. frm a s i n g l e  c r im ina l  episode. 
A .iur.y t r i a l  i s  counted when the  i u r v  i s  sworn. 
A &-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h i  o b i n t  when an opening statement or the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs. A l l  c i v i l  cases no t  disposed 

Sumnary procedure cases a re  those i n v o l v i n g  SO t o  11,500 i n  damages. 
Other c i v i l  cases a r e  those i n v o l v i n g  $1,500 t o  $2,500 as wel l  as nonmonetary c i v i l  case). 

T r i a l s  are h e l d  fo r  c r im ina l  t r a f f i c  cases only. 

by j u r y  t r i a l  OP dismissed before t r i a l  are considered disposed by judge (non- jury t r i a l ) .  
IExplanat ian O f  data included i n  the  category. 

nIInfarmatian on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 
Hearings are h e l d  fo r  c i v i l  i n f r a c t i o n s ;  t h e r e  hearings are not included w i t h  the  t r i a l  

data. 

;ource: Of f i ce  O f  State Courts Administrator,  F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  System s t a t i s t i c a l  Report, 1979 (Tallahassee, F l w i d a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  
annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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GEORGIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

7 ju t ice .  
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over ca re r  of 

cmit i tut ional  i s w e ,  title to land, 
validityof and construction of wills, 
habeas corpus. extraordinary 
remedies. convictionr of capital 
felonies. equity. divorce. alimony. 

- Certified questions and certiorari 
I 

Capital felonies. 
Conrtitutional issye. 
Title to land. wills, 

eauiw, divorce. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
9 judger 
lurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over lower 

courtsincarer in which thesupreme 
Court has noexclueiveappellate 
jurisdiction. 

b 
- 

4 

3 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil law (Bibb 
County 53,000 limit, 
Richmond C o m f y  
5l0.000 limit). 

-Felony preliminary, 
warrainti. 

Jury tr ials. 

COUNTY 
COURT(3) 
3 judger 
l"risdkti0": 
- Misdemeanors. 

lury trials. 

I 

THE PEACE COURT 
= 1  560 iudeeihio, . , .. . 
lurisdiction: 
-Contracts, tort, wcunveri ion under 
5200. I -IJIU~ warrantrandact arCourt of 

I I Inquiry. 

A 
I SUPERIOR COURT (42) 

I 104 judger 
Jurisdiction: I - Exclusive divorce. t i t le to land. and 

Jury trials. 

COURT (159) 
12 judger. 36 Superior 
and 6 State Court 
~udges and 19 juvenile 
referee3 *ewe in 
:omties with no 
,"Ye"ile COUrt. 
lurirdictian: 
- Dependent, neg- 

lected. delinquent 

I 
MUNICIPAL 
COURT ( 2 )  
2 judger 
lurirdiction: 
-Civil lawrnd 
iandlurd-tenant cases 
(drn"""1  wriee l .  

-Mirdemeanarr and 
preliminary hearings 
I" 2 C U U r t i .  

Jury ,rialiinCiYilCdJCI. 

COURT (86 )  
R 6  judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil action3 under 5500 (varies to 

51,000). 
- Cummilti"gmagirtrale,iis"er 

criminal  warrant^. 

by trials. 1 
PROBATE COURT (159)  
I59judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exrlurive jurirdiction in probate of 

~ Traffic in some countiei. 

wills, administration of estates, 
appointment of guardians. 

No jury trials. 

STATE COURT 
(61) 
77 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
G v i l  law Cases. 
-Miidrmernur. felony. 
P'elimi"Ui?i. 

jury tr ials. 

A 
MAGISTRATE'S COURT (4) I 
lurisdiction: 

Civil law and landlord-tenant under 
51.000 in Clarke County. 

- Felony preliminarier. misdemeanor 

Jury trials in some locatianr. 

5 magistrdter 

guilty pleas. 

I 
RECORDERS COURT, 
MAYORS COURT 
CRIMINAL COURT. 
MUNICIPAL COURT, I CITY COUNCIL COURT. 

I POLICE COURT (-383) 
Jurisdiction: 
-Ordinance v i d a t i m s ,  traffic, felony I p'e1imi"arieS. 

Intermediate 

court 

Cvur to f  
general 

j u r i i d i c t m  

Courtrof  
limjted 

iurisdiction 

Indicates routeof appeal. t 



GEORGIA SUPRUIE COURTb 
Court  of l a s t  r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
S e p t d e r  1, 1978 t o  hagust 31, 1979 

233 

- 
pending e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

: a s s :  
Appeal I : 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. -T58 - 801 -73s 

Other cases: 
Requests t o  appeal: 

App l ica t ions  fa r  c e r t i o r a r i  ................................ 107 471 390 ( =)e 102 
n p p l i c a t i o n r  (habeas corpus) ............................... 37 164 119 ( 26)e 56 ...................... 7 ...................... 1 

166 

App l ica t ions  fo r  i n t e r l o c u t o r y  appeal 2 72 
App l ica t ions  f o r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  appeal 0 5 

............................................. -mb 
Total  146 712 

Total  o t h e r  cases -I4K 712 

4: [ 2$ ....................................................... 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 304 1,450 ( i4o)e  1.353 (14o)e 401 

Manner O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  opinions ....................... 6 4 P  
Transfer t o  Court of Appeals ........... 47 
Other .................................. 108 

lo ldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM p r o j e c t .  

'Cases not included i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  

l lnforrnation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

Requests t o  appeal granted ape not  counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeals are disposed; s i m i l a r l y  the  r e s u l t i n g  appeals are no t  
counted as new f i l i n g .  

covers the  f i s c a l  year. 
t h e  number o f  opinions. 

These gmnted requests t o  appeal are t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses i n  the  p r o f i l e .  

There 646 opinions were w r i t t e n  dur ing  t h e  1979 c o w t  year which ran from September 1978 t o  August 1979. The remaining data on t h i s  p r o f i l e  
Since more than one case may be decided by one opinion. t h e  number o f  cases decided may be somewhat greater than 

ource:  Unpublished informat ion provided by the  c l e r k  O f  t h e  Court, Admin is t ra t i ve  Of f i ce  o f  t h e  CouPts, S i x t h  Annual Re 011 (A t lan ta .  Georgia: 
February, 1980) and Timothy W. Floyd, The Caseload O f  t h e  Supreme Court of  Georgia (unpublished). S t a t i s t i c s  ar; taken from the  
unpublished repor ts  and annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  were computed where necessapy. 

GEORGIA COURT OF APPEALSb 
l n t e w d i a t e  appe l la te  c o u r t  

3 d i v i s i o n s .  9 judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

w Disposed pending 
eglnnlng 
pending 

:ases: 
Appeals: 

T o t a l  appeals ................................................. 7 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  p rmeed ings  ......................................... 0 
R e q i e r t s  t e  appeal: 

A p p l i c a t i o n  i n  i n t e r l o c u t o r y  matter ........................ 0 
Total  Other cases ............................................. 0 

X X 

X X 
7 X 

a 

0 

0 a 
~ ~~~ 

To ta l  cases ..................................................... 0 1.969 1.969 ' 0 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  op in ion  ................. 1.732 

t o  t h e  Suprem Court .......... 237 
Withdrawn o r  t r a n s f e r r e d  

la ldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
[ = The data f o r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

lPar t i cu laP c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion:  
Dur ing 1978, t h i s  c o u r t  changed i t s  r e p o r t i n g  per iod  from t h e  calendar year t o  t h e  f i s c a l  year. As a r e s u l t ,  data displayed i n  t h i s  c h a r t  

over lap by s i x  m o t h s  t h e  data presented fo r  t h i s  c o u r t  fo r  t h e  1977 Court year. 

Lource: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Off ice of the  Courts, S i x t h  Annual Report (At lanta,  Georgia: February, 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  taken from the annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  were computed where necessary. 
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6EORGlA SUPERIOR COURTC 

Court o f  ~ n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
42 C i r c u i t s .  104 judaes 

July 1. 1978 to-June 50.~1979 

endin endin 
C i r i l d :  

Daer t ic  relations ............................................. 43.9561 
M h e r  c i v i l :  

General c i v i l  ................................................ 44,4841 
Independent motions .......................................... 22.1791 

To ta l  ......................................................... 66.6631 

61,016 

35,306 
19.116 
54,422 - 

56,508 

30,349 
15,1001 
45.4491 

44,2229 

44.1749 
20,6299 
64.8039 - 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 110.619~ 115.438 101,9571 109.0259 

C r i n i n a l d :  
Felony ......................................................... 18.4231 
Misdmeanor  .................................................... 9,9181 

28,511 
16,969 

27.317 
15,842 - 

15,6529 
8.3549 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 28,3411 45.480 43.159 24.0069 

Traf f ic :  - - __ - 
Total  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 3,5171 15.008 15,356 3,2359 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 142,477 175.926 160,4721 136,2669 

~ ~~ 

T r i a l d  

a N o n - j u r y  Tota l  C i v i  1 d i s p o s i t i o n s  
c i r i1 :  

Cnmestic r e l a t i o n s  .................. 355 24,365 24,720 Before Dismissal 5-year 
Wfer c i v i l  ......................... 1.573 7,952 9.525 t r i a l  or Admin. 

T a t 8  ................................ 1.928 32,317 34,245 judgment sett lement terminat ion 
CPj.Sih.1 (counts): 

F'epony .............................. 2.782 729 3,511 

r o t a 1  ................................ 3,157 1.248 4.405 O t h e r c i v i l  ............ 17,602 17,714 608 
Tirffdc (counts) ....................... 196 201 397 

Grand t o t a l  ............................ 5.281 33.766 39,047 

@%&anor ......................... 375 519 894 Canestic r e l a t i o n s  ..... 19,144 12,223 421 

Cr iminal  d i spo r i t i onsm T r a f f i c  d i i pos i t i onsm 

FelDny Misdemeanor Total Pleas .......................... 5,144 
Band ........................... 10.432 

Pleas .................... 24,721 9.923 34,644 O i r m i s s a l l n o l l e  prosequi ........ 1.278 
Bond ..................... 0 2,828 2,828 Dead docketm ................... 128 
D ism i r ra l / no l  prosequi ... 8,557 4,880 13,437 
Dead docketm ............. 2,519 652 3,171 

Bolaface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CS lM p r o j e c t .  

s a r e  inc luded on the 

u ry  t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  decision. 
pending does not equal t h e  d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

ource o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 
nding f igures.  and other  c i v i l  d i spos i t i ons  were obtained from t h e  A N  du r ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
6n an d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  o r  t r i a l  data: 

f t h e  Use of d i f f e r i n g  
count ing un i t s .  F igurer  f o r  t r i a l s  and types o f  d i s p o i i t i o n r  f o r  c r i m i n a l  and t r a f f i c  cares are  given by the number of counts involved. 

Source: M n i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  O f  t h e  Courts, S i x t h  Annual Report (At lanta.  Georgia: February. 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repo r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cowu ted  where necessary. 

P 



GEORGIA STATE COURT AND c o u m  COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

6 1  courts.  77 judger; 3 courts.  3 judger 
Ju ly  1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

235 

-- 
F i l e d  D i  *7 pending 

m e g i n n t n g  
pending 

C i r i l d :  
General c i v i l  .................................................. N I A  
Independent motionb ............................................ N/R 

10,2741 
49,245' 

68,8241 
48 2261 __L 

NtA 
N/A 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... NtA ii9.519i 117.050i NIA 

.................................................... 67 505i N/A M i s d w a n o r  NtA L 75 2 i 4 i  __L 

Criminald:  

Total  c r im ina l  .................................................. NtA 15,214i 67,5051 N I A  

Traf f ic :  __ __ - - 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  223,5751 213.64ii NtA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NtA 418,308i 398.19d NtA 

* N o n - j v r y  C i v i l  d ispos i t ions"  

C i v i l  ............... 1.234 4.220 5.454 
Criminalm .......... ~ 1,058 2,133 3,191 
Tra f f i cm ............ 408 1.191 1,599 

Grand t o t a l  ......... 
Judgment ................. 104,224 
Oihmissal /set t led ........ 12,483 
F i  ve-year admin is t ra t i ve  

te rmina t ion  ............ 343 

Cr imina l  d ispos i t ionrm Tra f f i c  d ispas i t iansm 

Plea .................... 39.134 
Bond .................... 7,314 
D i r m i s s a l / n a l l e  prosequi. 16,451 
Oead docketm ............ 4.130 
Other ................... 185 

Plea .................... 68.500 
Bono .................... 131.314 
O i r m i r r a l / n o l l e  D T O ~ ~ W I .  12.811 
@ad docketm ......... :... 2;883 
Other ................... 191 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
N/A = This case type i s  handled by the  court .  but  the  data were unavai lable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i b n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted by docket e n t r i e s  (su i ts ,  p e t i t i o n s ,  camplaintr ,  nat ions.  etc.). 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number O f  indictments o r  accusations. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  verd ic t .  
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  decision. 

F i l e d  and disposed f i g u r e r  do not inc lude the State Court loca ted  i n  Dekalb County. 

"Oead docket'' r e f e r s  t o  c r i m i n a l  o r  t r a f f i c  cater which were put an i n a c t i v e  s ta tus .  
T r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  Category f igures  do not equal t o t a l  d iSposi t iOns f o r  c i v i l ,  c r im ina l .  and t r a f f i c  Cases as a r e s u l t  o f  the  use o f  

i 0 . m  are not complete: 

mlnformat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or  t r i a l  data: 

d i f f e r i n g  count ing methods. Figures f o r  c r im ina l  t r i a l s  and type o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  are given by the  number O f  counts involved. 

Saurce: Admin is t ra t i ve  Office o f  the  Courts. S i x t h  Annual Report (At lanta.  Georgia: February. 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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GEORGIA PROBATE COURT 

Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
159 Counties. 159 judges 

J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

pending ? eg1nmng pending Disposed 

c i v i l :  ...... ...................................................... NIA 

Total  c i v i l  NIA N I A  N I A  N I A  

N/A N/A - Estate  

.................................................. 
I 

Criminald: ................................................. llird-anar N/A I 4 062 3.943 - N i A  

............................................... Total  c r i m i n a l  N I A  4.062 3.943 NIA 

& - - N/A 
Total  t r a f f i c  N I A  193.243 191,147 N I A  

T r a f f i c :  

................................................ 
Grand t o t a l  ................................................... NIA 197.3051 195,0901 NIA 

T r i a l d  

* N a n - J u r r m  
............. N I A  N I A  c i  11 1 _ _  .......... 85 85 

T r a f f i c  ............. 2.256 2,256 
Total  cases ........ _ _  2.3411 2,3411 

Cr imina l  _ _  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
N I A  = This case type i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but  the  data a r e  unavai lable.  
X - The data fo r  t h i s  case type  a p e  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category.  -- - Not appl icable.  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  c r i m i n a l  docket e n t r i e s .  
A "on-iurv t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  decision. 

<Data are not-complete: 
Grand t o t a l  Caseload and t r i a l  f i g u r e s  do not include c i v i l  cares. Although c i v i l  ca re r  a re  handled by t h e  Probate Court, no data 

concermng them w e ~ e  available f o r  inclusion i n  the  Court p r o f i l e .  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  Office of t h e  Courts. S ix th  Annual Report (At lanta.  Georgia: February, 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annual repor t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

GEOR6IA JUVENILE COURTC 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

159 courts. 4% judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 - 

tnd 
pending F i ledJ  DisposedJ pending 

Tra f f icd :  .......... 
Otre;; t r a f f i c  " i a l a t i a n :  ............................................. 3u;eJiile t r a f f i c  N/A __ 2.547 __ 2.397 N/A 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  N I A  2,547 2,397 NIA ................................................... 
J 

-type offense: 
ent ................................................... NIA 
fenre: ....................................................... N I A  
re: 
d ..................................................... N I A  
m i l e :  

proceedings .......................................... NIA - 

22,344 20,352 N/A 

8,085 7.368 NIA  

4,486 4.056 NIA 

__ N/A 827 710 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  NIA 35.742 32,486 NIA .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  38,289 34.883 NIR 
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Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C I a I S i f i C a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
N / A  - This case type i s  handled by t h e  Court. but  the  data are unavai lable.  
X = T h e  data f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by Category. 

CJudge in fo rmat ion :  
There were 8 f u l l - t i m e  and 34 par t - t ime Juveni le Court judges, as well as 6 State Court judges and 36 Supwior  Court judges serv ing  as 

Super ior  Court judges handle j u v e n i l e  cases i n  those count ies w i thout  a separate Juven i le  Court. 

F i l e d  f i g u r e s  are t h e  number O f  c h i l d r e n  against  which complaints o r  p e t i t i o n s  were f i l e d .  
Disposed f igures  ape t h e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  fo r  which a l l  charger aga ins t  t h e n  a r e  disposed. 

Juveni le Court judges and handl ing Cases. 

Court  f igurer .  

There were also 19 appointed referees hear ing j u v e n i l e  matters. 
Those cases a r e  included i n  these Juven i le  

jExp lanat ion  of  data included i n  the  category: 

Source: The Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  of t h e  Courts, S ix th  Annual Report (At lanta,  Georgia: February, 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. - - - 

GEOR6IA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 courts.  2 judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  fo r  cases handled i n  t h e  Municipal  Court f o r  f i s c a l  year 1979. 

GEOR61A C I V I L  COURT 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 courts. 3 judger 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  C i v i l  Court fo r  f i s c a l  year 1979. - - P 

6EORGlA SMALL CLAIMS COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 6  cour ts .  86 judges 
J u l y  1, 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

There Were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Small C l a i m  Court fo r  f i s c a l  Year 1979. 

6EOR6IA M6ISTRATE'S COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

k cour ts .  5 mag is t ra tes  
J u l y  1, 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

There *ere no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Mag is t ra te 's  Court f o r  f i s c a l  year 1979. 

6EOR61A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court  of  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
1560 judgeships 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Jus t ice  o f  t h e  Peace Court f o r  f i s c a l  year 1979. - P 

6EORGIA RECORDER'S COURT, IY I lOR'S  COURT. MUNICIPAL COURT, 
C I T Y  COUNCIL COURT, POLICE COURT, lVl0 CRIMINAL COURT 

Cwrt of  l i m i t e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  
383 C D W t S  

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  fo r  cases handled i n  the  Recorder's Court. M y o r ' s  Court, Municipal Court. c i t y  Council Court. Po l i ce  Court, 
or Criminal  Court f o r  f i s c a l  year 1979. 

__e - 



GUAM COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Appeals to the United Stater 
District Court fur the Territory 

of Guam (9th Circuit) 

t 
SUPERIOR COURT 
5 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original jurisdiction in allcivil cases 
arising under the laws of Guam except 
h c a u r e r a r i r i n g  underthe 
constitution, treaties. laws of the 
United Stater.andanyothermatter 
involving the Territorial Income Tax 
Law. 

-Original jurisdiction in all criminal 
carerariringunderthe lawrof Guam 
except furcaurer arising under the 
cunstitution, treatier, lawrof the 
United Stater. and any other matter 
involving the Territorial Income Tax 
Law. 

-Original iuriddirtivn in traffic matters 
Appellate jurisdiction w e r  traffic 
caeerwithafinegreaterthan825ura 
jail sentence. Traffic Violaf ion~ 

illegal parking. and moving vi0lati0n~. 
-Original jurisdiction in d l  juvenile 

matterr. 
Jury trials. 

Bureau procereer $11 trafficcitatiunr. 

i 

Indicates route of appeal. t 



GUM SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 court. 5 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  kcember 31, 1979 

239 

--- 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beg1 nning 

pending 

C i  v i  Id: 
La”: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 2,077f 
hll c l a i m  ................................................... 3,266f 
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s :  

Land r e g i s t r a t i o n  ............................................ 124f 
O O D e S t i C  rZ1ations: 

Domestic ..................................................... 725f 
Es ta te  ........................................................ 927f 
Other c i v i l :  

Special proceedings ........................................... 361f 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 7.480 

Cr iminald:  
Felony ......................................................... 450f 
M i s d m a n o r  .................................................... >f 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 828f 

T r a f f i c  : 

To ta l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 4,867f 

Juveni le :  
Cr iminal  - type offense: 

Other j uven i l e :  
Juveni le  del inquency ......................................... 75f 

Juveni le  specia l  proceedings ................................. 315f 

To ta l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 390f 

1.459 
2.129 

29 

955 
174 

903 

5,649 

__ 

143 
272 

415 

39,924 

208 

268 

476 

- 

604 
1,015 

3a 

526 
24 

744 

2.951 

- 

117 
169 

286 

- 

- 

32.386 

146 

108 

254 

- 

2,932 
4.380 

115 

1.154 
1.077 

520 

10,178 

- 

476 
481 

957 

12,405 

137 

475 

612 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 13.565f 46,464 35,877 24,152 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a r s i f i c a t i o n r  used by the C S I M  p ro jec t .  

dCare d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  O f  a D e t i t i a n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the-number of informations. indictments, o r  c o w l a i n t s .  

Figures are as given i n  the 1980 Guam annual repor t .  
f8eginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1979 cou r t  year does not equal end pending f i gu re  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year :  

Source: Superior Court Of Guam, 1980 Annual Report (Agana. Guam). S t a t i s t i c s  ape f rom t h e  annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been Computed 
where necessary. 
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HAWAII COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

1 SUPREME COURT 1 
I 5 iuitict-6 

jurisdiction: I - Appeals from lower courts. 

LAND COURT? 
1 fin1 Cirruit iudge serves 
lurirdiction: 
. Matters involving legal t i t le  to fee 

simple land and easements. 

I 

CIRCUIT COURT (4)' 
25 judger 
J"nrdiCti0": 
- Civil matterr over 5l.000. domestic 

- Felonies. Misdemeanor and traffic 
relations. probate. 

i w y  trial.. 
-Juvenile. 

j"PY trials. 

TAX APPEAL COURT? 
1 first circuit judgerewer 
Jurisdiction: 
- Disputerbetween taxasserrorand 

taxpayer. 

18 judger 
jurisdiction: 
- civi l  actions under 55,000 (concurrent 

with Circuit Court between 51,000 and 
$5.000) small claims (under $6001. and 
landlord-tenant. 

-Misdemeanors, trafficandother 
"iOldtiO"S, felon" OrelimindTier. 

No i u r ~  trials. 

1 

1 
1 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court5 of 
g e " d  

jurirdiction 

Court "f 
limited 

iurirdiction 

t lndicaterruufeuf appeal 
+ The Land Court and Tax Appeal Court hear special rases, but arerunsidered general jurisdiction courts for this report bcrrusecircuit judger ~ e r ~ e .  

* The Circuit Court and District Court are both tuum of record. District Courtr hear high volume cases. The Circuit Court hears all jury t r ia ls .  Fur 
purporerof thisreport. the C,rcui~Cour~i iconriderpda cuurtofgeneraljvrirdictionrinceit handler felony carer. 



M I 1  SUPREME COURT 
Court o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

241 

m F i l e d  pending 
-9 

pending 

Cr imina l  ................................................... 
T r a f f i c  .................................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
Total  appeals ................................................. 

389 

262 
16 

278 
-i;m 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 01 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 21 
Mandamus ................................................. 01 
Other .................................................... 11 

Total  ........................................................ 3 

T o t a l  Other cases ............................................. 3 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 

171 

122 
10 

132 
-m5 

11 1 449 

149 235 
6 20 

155 255 
7% 7aa 

11 1 449 

149 235 
6 20 

155 255 
7% 7aa 

51 
171 

21 
71 

31 

7 'I 

Total  cases ..................................................... 670 

k h e r  proceedings: 

Other m a t t w s :  
Rehearing requests ............................................. 3 

...................................................... 40 Motions 

Total  Other proceedings ......................................... 43 

- 

338 297 711 

18 16 5 

607 563 84 

625 579 89 

- - 

Writ ten  
O p i n i o n m  

Appeals: 
C i v i l  ............... 66 
Cr imina l :  

Cr im ina l  .......... 116 
T r a f f i c  ........... 4 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings .. 7 
Rehearino reauests..... 2 ~. 
Motions ................ 2 

Total  ................... 

and 
d iscont inued 

39 

30 
2 
1 
0 
0 

72 
- 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Mot ion t o  Withdrawals 
dismiss 
granted 

6 

2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 
- 

Other 

0 

1 

- 

0 
23 
14 

561 
-m 

O i r p o s i t i o n  o f  cases 
Appealr 

Aff i rnances ( i n c l u d i n g  reversed i n  
p a r t  and Rad i f ied  and a f f i r m e d )  .... 127 

Reversals ( i n c l u d i n g  remands) ........ 49 
Other ( i n c l u d i n g  dismissal  o f  
appeal and den ia l  o f  p e t i t i o n  
i n  o r i g i n a l  proceeding) ............ 10 

Status of pending caseload (6/30/79) Time i n t e r v a l  data1 (median m n t h s )  

Being b r i e f e d  .......... 277 Appeals 
Ready f a r  hear ing ...... 447 Other 
Awai t ing  dec is ion  ...... 76 C i v i l  Cr lminal  Other proceedings - _ _ -  

Appeal f i l e d  t o  regular  OF memrandun 
Opinion f i l e d  ................................ 36.3 27.2 35.4 2.4 

lo ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
l l a n k  space = Not enough informat ion i s  known. This case category may or may not be handled by the  cour t .  

)Spec ia l  source OP r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 

l l n f o r m a t i o n  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 
The breakdown o f  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases and t ime i n t e r v a l  data Were suppl ied by t h e  O f f i c e  Of t h e  c l e r k  o f  the  Supreme Court. 

Wr i t ten  opinions inc lude both f u l l  and per curiam opinions. There were 207 Opinions w r i t t e n  i n  197 cares. 

jource: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  O f  t h e  Courts, S ta te  of Hawaii: Annual Report 1978-1979 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1980). Source of case data i s  
included i n  t h e  annual repor t .  S t a t i s t i c s  ape from t h e  annual  r e p o ~ t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have k e n  computed *here necessary. Add i t iona l  
data were suppl ied by the  c l e r k  o f  Court dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



HAUAII CIRCUIT COURT 
Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

4 c i r c u i t s .  2% judges 
J u l y  1 . 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

242 

- Beginning tnd 
pinding-  . F i l e d  Disposed pending 

.. ~~ 

Auto t o r t :  
Personal i n j u r y  o r  proper ty  damage o r  both. mtor veh ic le  .. 

Other tort:  
Personal i n j u r y  o r  proper ty  damage o r  both . 

non-motor veh ic le  ......................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 

Contract  ....................................................... 
Real p roper t y  r i gh ts :  

Condemnation ................................................. 
Landj ........................................................ 
Mechanics' and materialmen's l i e n  ............................ 

Total ......................................................... 
O a c s t i c  re la t i ons :  

l l a r r i a g e  d isso lut ion:  
Divorce .................................................... 
h n u l s e n t  .................................................. 
Separatlon and separate maintenance ........................ 

Total ....................................................... 
Uni.form rec ip roca l  enforcement ............................. 
Adoption proceedings ....................................... 
PaternltyJparental proceedings ............................. 
Miscell%?eous proceedings.. Family c o v r t j  ................... 
Adul ts '  r e f e r r a l s  .......................................... 
Supplemental proceedings.. Family Court ..................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 

support/custody : 

M a p t i  on: 

Other  d-stic r e l a t i o n s :  

Estate: 
Probrt.=/ril lslintertate: 

RiGutar probate ............................................ 
Sna'll estate over  110. 000 .................................. 
Small estate over $2.000 ................................... 
*I1 estate under $2. 000 .................................. 

Totpl ....................................................... 
Regular guardianship ....................................... 
Sdill guardianship ......................................... 
Sbecial .................................................... 

Gu?~~lanshiplconservatorshipltrustrship: 

Toial ....................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

h .................................................. 
d l i z a t i o "  ............................................... 

c i v i l  a c t i o n  ........................................... 
specia l  proceedings .................................... 

e m n t a l  proceedings? .................................... 
i c t  Court t r a n s f e d  ..................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Total c i v i l  ...................................................... 

................................................. ................................................. 
ons i n  Family Court ............................. 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  ~~ 

OWS/.DUl : 
@r iv ing  under t h e  i n f l uence  .................................. 
i i a r r i c  offenses ............................................. Otlier t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Juvenile t r a f f i c  ............................................. 
Tota l  ......................................................... 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

1. 159 

918 
2.077 
1.914 

176 
9 

189 
374 

3.582 
18 

142 
3. 742 

1. 215 

557 

714 
1. 152 
346 

2. 634 
4. 846 
10.360 

2. 388 

235f 

41f 
6491 

3.313 

3. 109 
752 
276 

4. 137 
7. 450 

( j  1 
120 

2. 471 
812 

1. 202 
140 

4. 745 

26. 920 

- 

2. 332 
560 

40 

2.932 

- 

9 

31 
36 
67 

76 

- 

691 

633 
1.324 
1.596 

56 
2 

146 
204 

5.913 
15 
108 

6. 036 

1. 951 

840 

981 
1. 418 
796 

2. 445 
5. 640 

14.467 

826 
73 
450 
127 

1. 476 

309 
32 
0 

341 
1.817 

( j )  

488 
1.377 

416 
1. om 
126 

3. 495 

22.903 

__ 

2. 377 
354 

70 

2.801 

23 

55 
58 
113 

136 

579 

409 
988 

1.186 

50 
0 

238 
288 

5. 549 
15 
98 

5. 662 

1. 934 

755 

713 
1.213 

737 
1.907 
4.570 
12. 921 

605 
38 
428 
166 

1. 237 

170 
115 
13 

298 
1. 535 

( j  1 
539 

1. 050 
160 
818 
93 

2,550 
19. 578 

1. 628 
293 

40 

1.961 

18 

23 
45 
68 

86 

- 

1. 271 

1. 142 

2.324 
2.413 

182 
11 
97 

290 

3.946 
18 
152 

4.116 

1. 232 

642 

982 
1.357 
405 

3. 172 
5. 916 

11. 906 

2. 609 
76 
671 
196 

3.552 

3. 248 
669 
263 

4.180 
7.732 

( j  ) 

69 
2.798 
1.068 
1. 472 

173 
_5.580 

29.705 

3. 081 
621 

70 

3. 772 

14 

63 
49 
112 

126 
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Juveni le:  

Cr imina l - type  offense: 

Status offense: 
Law v i o l a t i o n  ................................................ 1,978 

537 

242 

4,985 

1.477 

560 

4,736 

1.505 

442 

2.227 

509 

360 

162 

Needing p r o t e c t i v e  supervis ion ............................... 
Needing services ............................................. 
Other ........................................................ 
Supplemental proceedings ..................................... 

Total  ......................................................... 
Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

Non-offenre: 

Other j uven i l e :  
153 
509 
662 

364 
873 

1,237 
~ 

355 
908 

1,263 
474 
636 

3,419 8,259 7.946 3,732 

33,347 34.099 29.571 37.875 

Criminal  d i spos i t i ons  T r i a l d  

C i v i l :  
Tort :  

Auto t o r t  .............. 
Other t o r t  ............. 

Tota l  ................... 
Cont rac t  ................. 
Real p roper ty  r i g h t s  ..... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ....... 
Other c i v i l  .............. 

Tota l  c i v i l  ............... 
Felony and misdeneanor ... 
Other c r im ina l  ........... 

Tota l  c r im ina l  ............ 
Cr imina l  : 

Total  .- 

28 

Felony 
and Other 

23 
16 
39 

9 
2 

5 
10 
15 
37 

2 
52 
79 

185 

26 
54 
dK 

N o l l e  prosequi (no se 
other .............................. 196 4 200 

T r a f f i c  d i spos i t i ons  

.. 
4 

14 
23 
87 

66 
102 
272 

W l l D U l  
Contested hear ing ( j u v e n i l e )  ........ 
Uncontested hear ing ( j u v e n i l e )  ........ 
Dismissed ........................... 0 
b l l e  prosequi .(no service).  ......... 5 

Other t r a f f i c  
V i o l a t i o n  
7 

17 
0 
8 

Total  
7 

17 
0 

13 
4 

18 
27 

198 
0 

198 

36 
4 

40 

234 
4 

238 
T r a f f i c :  

DYIIOUI .................. 2 0 2 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  . 0 0 0 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ............. 2 0 2 
Grand t o t a l  ................. 287 225 512 

Plea (no t r i a l  he ld )  ................ 0 
Counseling s e r v i c e  ( j u v e n i l e )  ......... d 

18 
16 Other ............................... 11 

C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons  

A u t 0  
t o r t  
a 

0 
465 
11 
11 
1 

16 

Other 
t o r t  
a 

0 
311 

7 
6 
3 

15 

Real 
Other 
c i v i l  
-mT 

622 
756 

18 
32 
26 
21 

proper ty  

-F 
1, 

Contract  
0 

18 
617 

16 
261 

17 
20 

Estate 
10 

905 
I7 

Total m 
7.684 
2.208 

52 
310 

d l  

Contested hear ing .............. 
Uncontested hear ing ............ 
Oismissal ...................... 
No serv ice  ..................... 
NO answer ...................... 
No statement o f  readiness ...... 
NO t r i a l  held .................. 

_. 
42 
0 
0 
0 
4 746 

717 
3,937 

822 
717 

5,815 
_ _  

603 
_ _  

781 
Counseling serv ice  ............... _ _  _ _  _ _  
Other .......................... 47 41 191 215 

Juven i le  d i spos i t i ons  

Cr iminal- typ$ Status Other 
offense o f fense rnn-f fensp Total  

Uncontested hear ing ..... 1.894 261 104 163 2.422 
Counseling serv ice  ...... 1,707 1.117 58 265 3.147 
other ................... 332 55 29 762 1.178 

Contested hear ing ....... 803 12 251 + 
loldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  CIasSif iCat ions used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
.- = Not app l i cab le .  

:Judge in fo rmat ion :  

fami ly )  judges t h a t  hear C i r c u i t  Court proper and Family Court 
cases. 
t he  2 Family Court and 5 O i s t r i c t  Family Court judger. I n  the  Land cases handled by the  Land Court a re  not included. 
o ther  th ree  C i r c u i t s ,  bath c i r c u i t  and d i s t r i c t  cou r t  judges Uiscel laneour fami ly  contains m n t a l  h a l t h  carer. 
hear Family Court cases i n  add i t i on  t o  t h e i r  regu la r  
assignments. A l l  Family Court data are included w i t h  the  supplemental proceedings on c r im ina l  as well as c i v i l  carer. 
C i r c u i t  Court data on t h i s  t a b l e  and i n  the  summary tab les  i n  D i s t r i c t  Court t rans fe rs  are cases i n i t i a t e d  i n  the  D i s t r i c t  Court 
Part  I o f  t h i s  repor t .  t h a t  demand a j u r y  t r i a l .  

complaint .  

in fo rmat ion  o r  indictment.  

A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A "on- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the  po in t  h e n  an opening statement There are a t o t a l  o f  25 (18 c i r c u i t .  2 fami ly.  and 5 d i s t r i c t  

o r  the  i n t roduc t i on  O f  any evidence O C C Y ~ I .  
I n  the  f i r s t  c i r c u i t .  Family Court cases are heard by j cxp iana t ion  o f  data inc luded i n  the  category:  

Supplemental proceedings i n  the  o t h e r  c i v i l  category inc lude 

(Care d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: ISpec ia l  source or r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  Of d p e t i t i o n  or 

The c r im ina l  care u n i t  of count i s  t he  number of defendants on the  

CMta breakdown fo r  fe lony and mirdemanor cases was obtained by 
telephone from the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t he  courts.  

iource: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec tor  o f  t he  Courts, State Of Hawaii: Annual Report 1978-1979 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are frm t h e  
annual repor t .  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. 

P 
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HAWAII LAND COURTa 

Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 f i rst  c i r c u i t  judge serves 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

End 
pending * pending F i l e d  Disposed 

c i v i i d :  ...... 
Real property r i g h t s :  ............................ 89 46 125 10 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 89 46 125 10 

Contested land r e g i s t r a t i o n  carer - - - 

Grand t o t a l k  ..................................................... 89 46 125 10 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t he  CSIH p ro jec t .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

land cases. 
dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 

kAdd i t iona l  in fo rmat ion :  

b t a  fo r  t h e  Land Court w e  inc luded w i th  the  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  because c i r c u i t  judger serve. The C i r c u i t  Court also handles some 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 

In  add i t i on  t o  the  46 contested land r e g i s t r a t i o n s  f i l e d ,  t he re  were 3,097 ex pa r te  p e t i t i o n s  f i l e d .  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec tor  o f  the  Courts. S ta te  o f  Hawaii: Annual Report 1978-1979 (Honolulu. Hawaii: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  
annual repor t .  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have 

HMII TAX APPEAL m m i a  
b v r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 f f r s t  c i r c u i t  judge serves 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30,' 1979 

End- 
pending e pending F i l e d  Ofsposed 

C i v i l d :  
meal: ......................... 59 73 27 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 41f 59 73 27 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 41f 59 73 27 

A&ieal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case >f - 

Boldf.Rce headings i n d i c a t e  the  C lass i f i ca t i on6  used by t he  C S I M  p ro jec t .  

u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Data fo?  the  Tax Aooeal Court ape inc luded w i t h  the  oeneral i u r i s d 7 c t i o n  cour ts  because c i r c u i t  w d w s  serve. ~~ - _  ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 

~~~~ ~ 
~ ~~ 

dcase:&@?flnitio" 0;  u n i i - o f  count: 

f k g i n d ~ g  pending f i g u r e  fo r  t he  1979 Court year does no t  equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 Court year: 
A o@iI  case i s  counted With the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 

FTQui'es are  as given i n  the  annual repor t .  

Source: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i rec to r  of the  Courts. State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1978-1979 (Honolulu. Hawaii: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  w e  from the  
annual repor t .  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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W A I I  DISTRICT COURT 

Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
k d i s t r i c t s ,  1s judges 

Ju l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

- z pending Oisposed pending 
egrnmng 

C i v i l d :  
T o r t  923 715 1.509 ........................................................... 1.301 
contract :  

Assumpsit .................................................... 4.571 8.805 8.308 5,068 
Small c l a i m  1.370 1.382 468 ................................................... 480 
Real proper t y  r i gh ts :  

Summary possession ........................................... 924 1,062 805 1.181 
Appeal : 

Other c i v i l  61 192 153 100 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 7.597 12.369 11.382 8,584 

- - 

Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case: 
Nonpayment o f  t a res  17 19 258 ........................................ 260 .................................................... ~ 

~ __ 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor .................................................... X X 18,248 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  

Other v i o l a t i o n s  ............................................. 2.868 24.049 22,096 
Pre l iminary hearing: 

Felony X X 932 

To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 6.785 12.998 41,276 

....................................................... - __ - 

T r a f f i c :  
DYI/DuI: 

D r i v i n g  under the i n f l uence  .................................. 
Park ing ........................................................ 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Moving arrest and c i t a t i o n  ................................... 
Non-moving ................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 

1.031 
21.255 

30,846 
25.981 
56.827 

2,576 
519,030 

149.392 
75,441 

224.833 

2,324' 
513,370 

149.955 
69.871 

219.826 

X 

4.821 

X 

8,507 

~ 

1;283 
26,915 

30.283 
31,551 
61,834 

To ta l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 79,113 740,439 735.520 90.032 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 93,495 801,806 788.178 107,123 

Non-jury t r i a l d  

Tor t  .................... 47 
c o n t r a c t  ................ 88 
Small c l a i m  ............ 516 
Real proper t y  r i g h t s  .... 53 
Other c i v i l  ............. 26 

To ta l  c i v i l  ............... 730 

C i v i l :  

Cr iminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Misdemeanor 
Misdemeanor and ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  

N o l l e  oroseaui ...................... 1.217 
Total k o n v i i t i o n  .................... 8.383 
Di rcha rge ld i ra i r sa l . .  ............... 4.759 
Str icken ............................ 1.799 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  .......... i .......... 1.727 

j u r y  t r i a l  demanded ............... 363 
Comnitment t o  C i r c u i t  Court, 

P re l im ina ry  hearing: _ _  S t r i cken  o r  discharged..... ......... 
C o m i t t e d  t o  grand j u r y .  ............ 
Committed t o  C i r c u i t  CoUPt .......... _ _  _ _  

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Conmitment t o  c i p -  

T o r t  .................... 373 265 30 
Contract  ................ 2.015 6,175 30 
Small c la ims ............ 567 299 0 
Real p m p e r t y  r i g h t s  .... 338 357 57 
Appeal of admin i s t ra t i ve  

Discontinuance/ De fau l t1  c u i t  cour t ,  j u r y  
dismissed confession t r i a l  demanded 

agency case ............ 7 11 1 
Other c i v i l  ............. 69 56 2 

To ta l  .................... 3,369 7,163 120 

Ordinance 
v i o l a t i o n  

230 
1.245 

523 
561 

19,528 

9 

_ _  _ _  _ _  

Tota l  

1.447 
9.628 
5.282 
2,360 

21.255 

372 

163 
518 
251 

.- 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

DyI/DUI Park in  
N o l l e  prosequi., ............. 7 d 
Total c o n v i c t i o n  ............. 2.008 40,133 
Oischarge/dismissal... ....... 128 50,506 
Str icken .................... 29 47.200 
8 a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  ............. 94 369.674 
C o m i t m n t  t o  c i r c u i t  court.  ........ j u r y  t r i a l  demanded 23 0 13 36 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
X = T h e  data f o r  t h i s  case t ype  are known t o  be i nc luded  i n  the t o t a l  but Were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
-_ = Not appl icable.  

cJudge in format ion:  

dtase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  countt 

The s i x  d i s t r i c t  judges i n  the second. t h i r d ,  and f i f t h  c i r c u i t s  hear Family Court cases i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  regu la r  assignments. These 
Family Court cases are displayed w i t h  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court data i n  t h i s  repor t .  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  offense on t h e  in format ion or complaint. 
A "on-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the p o i n t  when an opening statement or the i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 

Source: Admin i s t ra t i ve  D i rec to r  of the Courts. State O f  Hawaii: Annual Report 1978-1979 (Honolulu. Hawaii: 19801. S t a t i s t i c s  ape from t h e  
annual repor t .  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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I d  

IDAHO COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

. .  
4 3  lawyer magistrates and 
25 """-lawyer magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions to !$s.ooo. forcible entry 

and detainer. liens to $1,000 on 
real and personal property; probate 
and administration of decedent 
estates; and small claims to 5500. 

- Misdemeanors. felony preliminaries. 
arrest warrants.  and searcher and 
3eizure5. 

I SUPREME COURT I 
5j"EtiCeZ 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in clamsagainst 

state (advisorv ooininnd 

I 
, .  

- Appealrfrominterimoiderr and final I - Appeals from rdminirtrativeasencies. 
judgments in District Court. 

I 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
28judger 
Jurirdiction: 

~ Original civil. personal injury and 
other tort. ContractL. domestic 
relations. and habeas corpur. 

- Original criminal, felony, post- 
conviction review. 

Stateagenrierand boards. 
- Appeals from magigtrates divirion a8 

Jury trials. 

MAGISTRATES DIVISION I OF DISTRICT COURT (7) 

-Traffic. 
- J""e"i1e. 
Jury t r i a l s  except in sma l l  claims. 

Court of 
I.lf 

remrt  1 

Indicate3 mute of appeal. t 



IOMO SUPREME COURT 
Cour t  of l a s t  r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder 31, 1979 

247 

- - 
pending w eginning pending Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l :  
Auto negl igence ............................................ 
Other negl igence ........................................... 
Tax appeals ................................................ 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 
E n v i r o n m n t t r o n i n g  ......................................... 
Other ...................................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Judgments .................................................. 
Other ...................................................... 

i o t a 1  ....................................................... 
Pos tconv ic t i on  r e l i e f  ...................................... 

Criminal :  

POstConliCtio" remedy: 

Habeas COrPUS d p p e a l ~  ...................................... . . .  
Tota l  ....................................................... 

I n d u s t r i a l  Comnission ...................................... Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case: 

Publ ic  u t i l i t y  Comnission .................................. 
Tota l  ....................................................... 

Juvenile: 

Orher appeals: 
'IRA and CPAJ ............................................... 
l n t e r l o c u t o r y  appeals ...................................... 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandams ................................................. 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 
Other .................................................... 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 

Tota l  o the r  cases ............................................. 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  matter: 

Total cares ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing requests ............................................. 
Other ma t tem:  

Extension O f  t ime  ............................................ 
Motion t o  dismiss ............................................ 
Other ........................................................ 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
i o t a 1  o the r  proceedings ......................................... 

3 
1 
7 

18f 
1 

262f 
292f 

113 
9 

132 

4 
10 
14 

39 
12 
51 

5 

3 
7 

0 
0 

0 
If 

If 

2f 
If 

--3f 

0 
2 
3 

21 
3 

186 
215 

76 
I 7  
93 

8 
3 

11 

33 
8 

41 

3 

17 
380 
- 

7 
14 
1 
6 

28 

2 
30 

71T 

2 
2 
2 

15 
1 

158 
180 

69 
11 
en 

5 
8 

13 

3; 

38 

2 

18 
331 

4 
12 

2 
4 

22 

1 
23 

7 

1 
I 
8 

24 
3 

290 
327 

120 
25 

145 

7 
5 

12 

41 
13 
54 

6 

2 
--m 

3 
2 
0 
2 
7 

3 
10 

-m 

500f 

N t A  

N t A  
N t A  
N t A  
N t A  

N tA  

- 

410 

27 

732 
137 
523 

1,392 

1,419 

__ 

354 

24 

715 
132 
489 

1,336 

1,360 

- 

556 

N t A  

N t A  
N t A  
N/A 

N t A  

N/A 

Manner o f  d i r p o s i t i o n l  

Ippea1s 
Or ig ina l  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  
C i " i 1  Cr iminal  and M m i  n i  s t r a t i  ve ( I n t e r l o c u t o r y  

and j;l;;nile poS tCOn i iC t im  b y  a y y  1;;;l A p p y )  mag1 
Cases disposed w i t h  op in ion  ............ 53 

Number of ma jo r i t y  op in ions .......... 99 31 I 7  147 38 185 

Cases disposed wi thout  op in ion ......... 70 40 13 123 2 125 
Per curiam opinions .................. 13 22 8 43 1 44 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (average days) 

C i v i l  and j u v e n i l e  Cr iminal  and p S t C m v i C t i o n  M m l n i s t r a t i r e  agency 
Appeals: 

F i l i n g  t o  a t  issue ................... 244 315 203 
A t  i ssue  t o  hear ing .................. 399 338 373 
Hearing t o  f i n a l  c l o s u w  ............. 181 140 131 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH p ro jec t .  
Blank space - Not enough i n f o r m t i o n  i s  known. The case category MY o r  

N IA-Th is  case t ype  i s  handled by the cou i t .  but t h e  data a re  unavailab'e. 

jExp lana t ion  of  data inc luded I n  t h e  category: 
F i l e d  f igures i nc lude  cases added and cares t ransferred.  
'IRA cases a re  j u v e n i l e  delinquency cases f i l e d  under t h e  Youth may nat be handled by t h e  Court. 

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  Act. 
c h i l d r e n  o e t i t i o n r  f i l e d  under t h e  C h i l d  P ro tec t i on  Act. 

CPA cases i n v o l v e  dependent or neglected 

l s p e c i a l  source 01- r51..111q i n  m e  aara: fneginning pending f i gu re  f o r  )he 1979 cou r t  year does no t  equal t h e  
end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 Court year: Figures on t h e  manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  were supplied by the c l e r k  

Comect ions were made based on an i nven to ry  of cases. o f  t h e  cou r t  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: M m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  Of t h e  Courts. The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual Report and The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual Report Appendix (Boise, 
Idaho). 
suppl ied by the c l e r k  of t h e  cou r t  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been ca l cu la ted  where necessary. and add i t i ona l  I n fo rma t ion  was 



248 
lOlUf0 DISlRICT CUURT 

Court  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 d i s t r i c t s .  28 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  Deceher 31. 1979 

t r  
pending aeglnnlng pending F i l e d  Oilposed 

C i v i l d :  
Tort:  

Personal i n j u r y l p r o p e r t y  damage .............................. 
Small Claim5 ................................................... 
O o m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Suppart lcustody: 
Support proceedings ........................................ 

Adopt ion ..................................................... 
Other d w e s t i c  re la t i ons :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Estate:  
P roba te lw i l  I s l i n t e s t a t e :  

Informal estate ............................................ 
Formal es ta te  .............................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Guardianship Of minors ..................................... 
Guardianship of incapaci ta ted .............................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

~ a r d i a n s h i p l c o n s e r r ~ t ~ ~ ~ h i p l t r u r t e e s h i p :  

Appeal: 
Appeal o f  t r i a l  court case: 

C i v i l  appeal ............................................... 
Special pPOceeding appealJ ................................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Habeas corpus ................................................ 
Other complaints and p e t i t i o n s  ............................... 
A l l  o ther  specia l  hearinqs ................................... 

E x t r a o r d i n a q  wit: 

Gther c i v i l :  

......................................................... Total - 

1,369f 
0 

448 
1 

1.2251 
1.674f 

9f 

10f 
1 

2 
2 
4 

14f 

211 

237 
26f 

65f 

1,083 
3 

488 
1 

1.570 
2.059 

1 
0 
1 

3 
0 
3 
4 

258 
17 

275 

111 

905 
1 

405 
0 

1,661 
2,066 

5 
0 
5 

1 
0 
1 
6 

246 
30 

276 

134 

1,547 
2 

531 
2 

1.134 
1,667 

5 
1 
6 

4 
2 
6 

12 

223 
13 
236 

42 

4.510f 
43f 

4,553 

4.769 
76 * 

3,898 
64 

3,962 
~ 

5,381 
55 

5.436 
Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 7.91Zf 8.380 7.350 8,942 

; Cr in ina ld:  
Lr 'Felony: 

Felony--drug ................................................. 157f 
Fe lony-dr iv ing  whi le  i n tox i ca ted  ............................ 99f 
Other fe lony ................................................. 921f 

I, T o t a l  ......................................................... 1.177f 
:': M i i d m a n o r :  

kisdemeanor--drug ............................................ 14f 
%tier misdemeanor ............................................ 33f 

Total ......................................................... 47f 
Appeal ......................................................... 59f 

274 
168 

2,310 
2,752 

281 
170 

2,230 
2,681 

23 
170 

2.230 
2,681 

~ 

150 
97 

1.001 
1.248 

19 
165 
184 
91 

10 
28 
38 
98 

~ 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 1.283f 3,027 2,926 1.384 

T r a f f i c :  ~~ 

OutLpur : 

Other T r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
ni,rd~mea"or--driving whi le  i n tox i ca ted  ....................... 2f  

T r a f f i c  ...................................................... - 2 f  

15 

1 

16 

~ 

13 

I 
~ 

14 Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 4f 

Juveni le :  

.............................. O f  

......................................... - 1 

0 

2 

2 

__ 
0 

2 

2 

- 
Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. I f  

~~~~ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 9.200f 11,425 10,292 10,333 
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Total  t r i a l d  Time i n t e r v a l  data (average days) 

C i * i l :  
Tort .......................... 254 
h a l l  c la ims .................. 1 
Domestic re la t ions :  

Support lcurtody ............. 101 
Adopt ion .................... 0 
Other d m e r t i c  r e l a t i o n s  .... 1,008 

Tota l  ........................ 1,109 

P r o b a t e l * i l l s l i n t e r t a t e  ..... 3 
6uardianshiplconservator- 

s h i p  t r u s t e e s h i p  ........... 1 
Total  ........................ 4 

Appeal : 
Appeal o f  t r i a l  court case .. 136 

Ext raord inary  w r i t s  ........... 23 
Other c i v i l  ................... 1,461 

Total  c i v i l  .................... 2,988 

Estate: 

Criminal: 
Felony ................... 1,936 
Misdemeanor .............. 136 
Appeal ................... 16 

Total  c r im ina l  ............ 2,088 

DYIfDUI .................. 11 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  . 0 

Total  t r a f f i c  ............. 11 

Crini nal  - type o f fense .... 0 
Non-offenre .............. 0 

Total  j u v e n i l e  ............ 0 

T r a f f i c :  

Juvenile: 

Grand t o t a l  ................... 5.087 

...... 
dis.iss.i- 

Cases disposed by 

F i r s t  
a""PaPa"cP 
-r7-- - -- 
t o  c l o s u r e  

Days t o  dispost ion:  
Cr iminal  and t r a f f i c :  
CISPI d i m o r e d  by ............. 193 

g u i l t y  plea ...~ ........ 115 

t r i a l  and sentencing .. 199 
Cases disposed a f t e r  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  used by t h e  CSIH pro jec t .  

dtase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  c o v l a i n t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants an t h e  in fo rmat ion  or indictment.  
A t r i a l  i s  counted when it has o f f i c i a l l y  begun ( t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn o r  t h e r e  i s  an opening statement o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence). 

Also included v i t h  t h e  t r i a l  data are cares closed a t  hearings. 

f i g u r e s  f o r  the  1979 Court year, computed from f i l e d ,  disposed, and end pending f igures .  t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from end pending f i g u r e s  reported 
f o r  1978. 

f8eginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 Court year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cour t  year:  
Correct ions were made t o  end pending f i g u r e r  f o r  t h e  1979 Court year based on an inventory  o f  cases. This caused the  beginning pending 

hFigurer were computed: 
, 
JEXplanation o f  data included i n  the  category:  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  Office of t h e  Courts. The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual Report (Boise, Idaho). S t i l t i s t i c s  are from the  annual r e p o r t  except 

Beginning pending f igures were computed from f i l i n g .  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending data. 

Special pmceeding appeals may inc lude some j u v e n i l e  appeals. 

t h a t  t o t a l i  have been computed where necessary. 
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IWAO M G I S T R A ~  DIVISION OF OISTRICT comv 

Court  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
7 d i s t r i c t s .  43 lawyer m g i i t r a t e s  and 25 non-lawyer magistrates. 

January 1. 1979 t o  Oeccher 31. 1979 

tnd 
pending e pending F i l e d  Oisposed 

t i r i l d :  
Tort: 

Personal i n j u r y l p r o p e r t y  damage ............................. 605fh 608 609 604 
smal l  c la ims .................................................. 3,338fh 15,581 14.546 4.373 

Support proceedings ....................................... 1,909fh 3,112 2,562 2.459 
Adoption .................................................... 354fh 1,075 1.064 365 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ........................................ 3,070fh 7.978 7.415 3,633 
Total  ........................................................ 5.333fh 12,165 11,041 6,457 

Informal e s t a t e  ........................................... 2,874fh 2,641 2.347 3,168 
Formal e s t a t e  ............................................. 1,136fh 883 1.083 936 

Total  ...................................................... 4,010h 3,524 3.430 4.104 

Guardianship of minors .................................... 317fh 212 263 266 
Guardianship of incapac i ta ted  ............................. 26lfh 242 264 239 

Total  ...................................................... 578fh 454 527 505 
Total  ........................................................ 4.588fh 3.978 3,957 4.609 

Habeas corpus ............................................... 25fh 150 108 67 

Other complaints and p e t i t i o n s  .............................. 7,358fh 11.194 10,157 8.395 
A l l  o ther  special  hearings .................................. 329fh 706 650 385 

Total  ........................................................ Z f h  11,9oa __ 10,807 8.780 

Total  c i v i l  .................................................... 21,576fh 44.382 41.068 24.890 

i 
D o m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Suppo'rtlcustody : 

Other d o e s t i c  re la t ions :  

Estate: 
P r o b a t e h i 1  1 r l i n t e s t a t e :  

Guardianshiplconser*atorshipltrusteeship: 

Ext raord inary  w r i t s :  

Other c i v i l :  

i 

tri m i  n a l  d : 

874 
19,194 
20,068 

... . 
Misdbmeanor--drug ............................................ 193fh 871 
Other misdemeanor ............................................ 4,34rjfh 20,439 

Total  ......................................................... 4.539fh 21,310 
P r r l i m i n a c v  hear inor  .............. ...a- 

Feloni--drug ................................................. 119fh 
F e l o w - - d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  ............................ 44fh 

514 
321 

Fela&--al l  other ............................................ 1.87Oh 4,864 
Total  ......................................................... 2,033fh 5 699 A 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 6,572fh 27,009 

T r a f f i c :  
DYllwI: 

MiLdbneanar--driving w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  ....................... 2,080fh 8.234 
Juven i le - -d r iv ing  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  .......................... 3h 4 

Tota l  ......................................................... 2,083fh 8,238 

T r a f f i c - - o t h e r  than d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  ................ 4,725fh 213,025 

Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... 13,808~~ 221,263 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  

Juvenile: 
Cr in in$l- type offense: 

Youth R b h a b i l i t a t i o n  Act-drug ............................... 65fh 71 
'lout6 R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  Act--other .............................. 2.51Zfh 7,452 , Total  7,523 ......................................................... 2.571h 

C h i l d ' P b t e c t i o n  Act ......................................... afh 478 
No"-dffe"Se: 

1 

514 
294 

4,725 
~ 5,533 

25.601 

7,781 
6 

7,787 

~ 211.973 

219,760 

190 
5.591 
5.781 

119 
71 

2,009 
2,199 

7.980 

2,533 
1 

2,534 

5,777 

8,311 

__ 

90 46 
7.143 2,821 
7,233 2.867 

467 282 - __ 
E. Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 2,848fh 8.001 7,700 3,149 

i Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 37,804fh 300.655 294,129 44.330 
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Total  t r i a l d  Time i n t e r v a l  data (average days) 

c i * i 1 :  Cr iminal  : F i r s t  
T o r t  .......................... 78 Misdemeanor ............. 13,520 appearance 
Small c l a i m  .................. 9,416 Pre l im inary  hear ing  ...... 1,748 t o  c losure  
Doner t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  Total  c r i m i n a l  ........... 15,268 Days t o  d i s p o s i t i o n :  

Suppar t l cur tody  ............. 816 Criminal  and t r a f f l c " :  
Adopt ion .................... 980 Traf f ic :  Cares disposed by 
Other danest ic r e l a t i o n s  .... 6,265 DyI/DUI .................. 6,217 dismissal  .............. 81 

Tota l  ........................ 8,061 Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  . 4,748 Cases disposed by 
Estate:  Total  t r a f f i c  ............ 10,965 g u i l t y  p lea  ............ '23 

P r o b a t e h i l l i l i n t e s t a t e  ..... 2.156 Cases disposed a f t e r  
Guardianshi p lconservator-  Juveni le:  t r i a l  and sentencing ... 63 

s h i p  t r u s t e e s h i p  ........... 460 Criminal- type o f fense .... 4.345 
Tota l  ........................ 2,616 Non-offense .............. 353 

Ext raord inary  w r i t s  ........... 10 Total  j u v e n i l e  ............ 4.698 
&her c i v i l  ................... 1,989 

Total  c i v i l  ................... 22.170 

Grand t o t a l  ................... 53,101 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH p r o j e c t .  
N/A - This case type i s  handled by the  cou*, but the  data are not ava i lab le .  

acour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  o f  count: 

The Magistrates D i v i s i o n  i s  a d i v i s i o n  Of t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court and i t s  data ape i nc luded i n  t h e  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  sec t ion  of t h e  sumnary t a b l e s  

A c i v i l  care  i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OP complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  of Count i s  t h e  number of defendants on the  informat ion,  indictment,  or  complaint. 
A t r i a l  i s  counted when i t  i s  o f f i c i a l l y  begun ( t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn or  there  i s  an opening Statement or the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence). 

f8eginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1980 Court year does no t  equal t h e  and pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1979 Court year: 
Correct ions were made t o  end pending f igures  fo r  t h e  1980 cour t  year bared an an inventory  o f  cases. This Caused t h e  beginning pending f igures  

hFigures were computed: 
Beginning pending f igures were computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending data. 

n lnformat ian on t ine i n t e r v a l  or age o f  pending Caseload data:  
Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  cases inc luded i n  the  t ime i n t e r v a l  data inc lude a l l  c r i m i n a l  and t r a f f i c  data except ' " juven i le -dr iv ing  w h i l e  in tox ica ted"  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  Off ice Of the Courtz, The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual Report (Boise, Idaho). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual Pepopt except t h a t  

i n  Par t  11 o f  t h i s  repor t .  

Also included w i t h  the  t r i a l  data are cases closed a t  hearings. 

f o r  the  1980 Court year computed from f i l e d ,  disposed, and end pending f igures .  t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from end pending f i g u r e s  repor ted  f o r  1979. 

cases.  

t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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CIRCUIT COURT (21) 
375 circuit and 281 asiceate circuit 
judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-All justiciable matterrexceptwhere the 
Supremecourt hasoriginal and 
e x ~ l u ~ i v e  jurisdiction or where the 
Supreme Court exercises discretionary 
original jurisdiction. 

-Review of administrative action 
provided by law. 

_. 

. 

Death w 
Otherar 

ILLINOIS COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 jultiCe. 
Jurisdiction: 
-Discretional original jurisdiction in 
revenue, mandamus. prohibition, and 
habeas corpu~. 

-Appealrar a matter of right from 
Circuit Cuurl when death sentence 
imposed and from Appellate Court 
when federal or state constitutional 
question ar i rer for thef i rst  t imeor 
on certificate by the Appellate Court. 

-Otherappeals from Circuit and 
Appellate Court as provided by 

-Redistricting of General Assembly. 
Abil ityofGuvernor to~erveurrerumr 
office. Admission and discipline of 

Supreme Court r d e .  

:e. 
provided by rule. 

I APPELLATE COURT I (5 DISTRICTS) 
31 judge. 
Juridiction: 
-Appeals as  a matter of right except 
incarernppealablcdirertlytu the 
Supreme Court ur from judgments uf 
acquittal in criminal ~ a s e i .  

  direct review of adminirtrative actions 

Intermediate 
appellate 

C""Ct 

Court "f 
general 

juriidictiun 

Indicates route of appeal. t 



ILLI l lOlS SUPREME COURT 
c o u r t  O f  l a s t  r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 
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- 
pending Beginning pending w Disposed 

:ares: 
Appeal I : 

C i v i l :  
A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  leave t o  appeal a l lowed .................... 
Act ion  f o r  motion i n  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  case 

[Rule 3 0 2 ( b ) l  allowed .................................... 
Sta tu te  h e l d  i n v a l i d  [Ruler 302(a) ( l ) .  6033 ................ 
C e r t i f i c a t e  of impo?tance .................................. 

Total  ....................................................... 
A p p l i c a t i o n  fo r  leave t o  appeal a l lowed .................... 
Act ion  f o r  motion i n  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  case 

[Rule 302 ( b ) l  allowed ................................... 
Sta tu te  he ld  i n v a l i d  [Rules 302(a) ( l ) ,  6031 ................ 
C e r t i f i c a t e  O f  importance (Rule 316) ........................ 
k a t h  pena l ty  [Rule 6031 ................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
I n d u s t r i a l  Comissiona [Rules 302(a) (2 )1  ................... 

Total  appeals ................................................. 

Cr imina l  : 

Appeal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

C i v i l :  
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  motions ( i n c l u d i n g  Rule 381 motions) ..... 
Or ig ina l  a c t i o n  motions allowed .......................... 
Miscellaneous ............................................ 

Total  c i v i l  ............................................... 
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  motions ( i n c l u d i n g  Rule 381 motions) ..... 
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  m t i a n s  allowed .......................... 
Miscellaneous ............................................ 

Total  c r im ina l  ............................................ 
At torney  d i s c i p l i n a r y  .................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 

Cr imina l :  

D i s c i p l i n a r y  matter:  

Requests t o  appeal: 
C i v i l :  

P e t i t i o n  o f  leave t o  appeal .............................. 
P e t i t i o n  f o r  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  [Rule 3 0 2 ( b ) l  mot ion ........ 

Total  c i v i l  ............................................... 
P e t i t i o n  fo r  leave t o  appeal ............................. 
P e t i t i o n  f o r  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  [Rule 302(b) l  mot ion ........ 

Total  c r i m i n a l  ............................................ 
Total  ....................................................... 

Total  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 
Total  cases ..................................................... 

C r i m i n a l  : 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Other matters:  
P e t i t i o n  f o r  rehear ing ....................................... 
Other motions ................................................ 

Tota l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... 

62 

11 
6 
3 

82 

43 

1 
2 
5 
3 

54 

36 
T 

1 
0 
0 
1 

3 
1 
1 
5 

7 
13 

86 
1 

87 

101 
0 

101 
188 
201 

563 
34 

597 

537 
6 

543 
1,140 
1.247 ( 

82 

17 
7 
3 

-109 

52 

1 
4 
6 
0 
63 

43 
215 

€4 

4 
3 
1 

72 

37 

0 
5 
0 

16 
58 

66 
196 

3 
.2  
0 
5 

1 
1 
0 
2 

6 
13 

103 
0 

103 

111 
0 

111 
214 
7 

N/A ' N/A 61 NIA 

N/A NIA 1,517 N/A 
NIA NIA 1,578 NIA 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

F u l l  op in ion  ................ 219 
Supervisory orders .......... 22 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  ClaSSifiCatiOnr used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
N/A = This case type i s  handled by the Court. bu t  t h e  data are unavai lable.  

'Cares not  inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  

f i l i n g s :  when denied, a d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  counted; when granted, t h e  case becomes an appeal or o r i g i n a l  proceeding. but a new f i l i n g  i s  not 
counted. When t h e  appeal o r  o r i g i n a l  p r m e e d i n g  i s  Concluded, a d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  counted. The granted p e t i t i o n s  and nat ions ape t h e  
numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

P e t i t i o n s  for leave t o  appeal, Rule 302(b) nat ions,  and o r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  motions are counted as requests t o  appeal or o r i g i n a l  proceedings 

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Courts. 1979 Annual Report O f  the  Supreme Court o f  l l l i n o i s  (Chicago. I l l i n o i s :  March 1980). 
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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ILLINOIS APPELLATE COURT 

Intermediate appe l l a te  cou r t  
5 d i s t r i c t s .  31C judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  Oec&er 31. 1979 

pending w eginmng pending O i  sposed 

Cases: 
Aooealr: _ . ~ ~ ~ ~  

C i v i l  ........................................................ 1.770 
Cr iminal  ..................................................... 2 082 

To ta l  appeals ................................................. - 3 h  

2.876k 
2,856k 

3;rsz 

2,308 
2,352 
4,660 

2,338 
2,586 
4,924 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 3,852 5,732 4.660 4.924 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p a l r  

C i r i 1  Cr iminal  
Without op in ion  Without op in ion 

Total B 0 i n i o n  8 Order or Order Tota l  ................ 1.510 ................ _- 27 
A f f i rmed  _ _  
Mndi f ied 10 3 _ _  13 18 9 

_ _  - B E  *%in- 
By op5;ngion &or& o r  order  

Reversed ................ 103 30 _ _  133 56 24 
A f f i r ned  i n  p a r t  and/or 

reversed i n  Par t  ...... 163 16 _ _  179 74 50 
Reversed and remanded ... 327 64 1 392 147 66 ................ 11 8 11 Remnded 6 5 _ _  
Remanded w i t h  d i r e c t o r  

D i  m i s s e d  ............... 34 26 627 687 10 20 
Transferred ............. -_ -- 18 18 _ _  _ _  
Leave t o  appeal denied .. _ _  _- 51 51 _ _  _ _  
Confession of e r r o r  _- 
Other d i s p o r i t i o n r  _ _  

To ta l  ..................... 1,232 370 706 2.308 860 1.143 

_ _  _ _  _ _  2 2 f o r  fur the? proceeding _ _  

..... -- _ _  ...... _ _  _ _  -- 0 0 _- 71 7 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

_ _  80 

_ _  124 
3 216 __ 19 

10 10 
272 302 

3 3 

C i v i l  Cr iminal  Total 
M a j o r i t y  op in ion  ........... --R X 
Per curiam ................. x X 3m 
Rule 23 o rde r  .............. x X 1.464m 
U i thou t  op in ion  or  order  ... 706 349 1.055 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (months) 
Number o f  cases 

11nrler 
6 6 t o  12 12 t o  18 I 8  t o  24 

Over 
~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ - I  24 t o  36 36 

months - m n t h s  m n t h s  months rmnths - - _ _  Date of f i l i n g  t o  date o f  d i spos i t i on :  

Date b r i e f s  f i l e d  t o  date o f  d i spos i t i on :  

C i v i l  ......................................... 490 916 628 215 49 10 
Cr im ina l  ...................................... 464 756 812 267 51 2 

C l V l l  ......................................... 1.198 569 82 10 3 0 
Criminal  ...................................... 1,682 341 32 2 0 0 I 

i 

used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category.  

i r e d  judges and 10 c i r c u i t  judges a l s o  served on t h i s  cou r t  by agreement du r ing  1979. 

ares Which w e ~ e  re ins ta ted  du r ing  1979. 
e cases which were re ins ta ted  du r ing  1979. 

1 appeals disposed wi thout  op in ion or  orde? w e ~ e  Supplied by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  Of f ice o f  t h e  

ren t i ng .  and 2 1  supplerenta l  Opinions f i l e d  i n  the cour t .  

v i 1  and 1.143 c r i m i n a l  cases. 
955 m a j o r i t y  and per curiam opin ions disposed o f  2,092 cases. 

Saurce: Adminis t ra t ive O f f i c e  of t h e  I l l i n o i s  Courts, 1979 Annual Report Of t h e  Supreme Court O f  I l l i n o i s  (Chicago. I l l i n o i s :  March, 1980). 
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repopt except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cornputed where necessary, and add i t i ona l  in format ion was Supplied 
by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  cour ts  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



ILLl l lOIS ClRCUIT COURT 
Cour t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  Decenber 31. 1979 
21 c i r c u i t s ,  375 c i r c u i t  and 281C associate judger  

x Disposed pendingk 
eginn ing 
pending 

c iv i id:  ...... 
Law: 

Law $15,000 and under ........................................ 
Law o v e r  115.000 ............................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Small claims ................................................... 
Real proper t y  r i gh ts :  

Eminent domain ............................................... 
Equi ty :  

Chancery ..................................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  
o i vo rce  .................................................... 

Mher domestic re la t i ons :  
Family ..................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Estate: 

Probate .................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 

Probatelr i l ls l intestate:  

Appeal : 
Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case: 

Tax  ........................................................ 
Municipal corporat ions ..................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Miscel laneous remedies ....................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Mher c i v i l :  

Cr iminald:  
Felony ...... i .................................................. 

n i s d e w a n o r s j  ................................................ 
Conservation v i o l a t i o n s  ...................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  ............................................ 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 

Misdemeanor: 

T r a f f i c :  
Parking: 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
Park ing t i c k e t s  i n  Cook County ............................... 
T r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  ........................................... 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
J w e n i  le: 

Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

81,438 
80.281 

161,719 
48.236 

1.088 

26,347 

43,374 

27.723f 
71,097f 

89.516h 
1,525 

135.532 
542 

136.074 

8.835 

544,4371 

21.724 

71.214fi 
N I A  

N/A 
92.938fi 

71.214fi 

N i R  

N/A 
N I A  

~ 

16,278 

176,693 
42.536 

219,229 
180,486 

648 

25,358 

71,376 

32.999 
104,375 

32.530 
9.243 

93,427 
164 

93.591 

7.128 

672.588 

37,722 

457.989 
1.449 

469,438 
74,816 

581.976 

4,189.821 

2,572,270 

6.762.091 

30,326 

166,600 
37,936 

204.536 
176,762 

638 

37.924 

74.318 

30.015 
104.333 

35,113 
9.386 

82,115 
184 

82,299 

7,679 

658,670 

35.312 

434.179 
10,171 

444.350 
67,872 

547.534 

1.371.624 

2,060,398 

3,832,022 

90.0769 
85.2234 

175,2999 
47.0449 

1.1389 

34.3094 

37.5019 

28.2094 
65.7109 

86.933 
1.9169 

146.6559 
517g 

141,172g 

A 6 1329 

565.6539 

19.3999 

124,87691 
N I A  

3 
144,275gi 

124.8769 

N I R  

3 
nia 

29.679 16,8779 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 653,653fi 8,046.981 5.067.905 726.8059i 

C i r i l :  
Law 11.000 t o  115,000... 757 

Tota l  ................... 1,832 
Law over $15,000 ....... 1,075 

Cr iminal  (te1ony)m ....... 1.348 
To ta l  ..................... 3.180 

T r ia ldm 

N I R  N I A  
N I A  N I A  
N I A  N I A  

2.434 3.782 
N I A  N I A  

Cr iminal  ( f e lony )  d i spos i t i ons "  
Felony 

Jury t r i a l :  
Convic t ion .......................... 1,004 

Cr iminal  ( f e lony )  d i spos i t i ons "  
Felony 

Jury t r i a l :  
Convic t ion .......................... 1,004 
Acqu i t t a l  ........................... 344 

ConviFtian, .......................... 1.412 
Acqu i t t a l  ........................... 1.022 

Plea of g u i l t y  ......................... 20,161 
Convicted of inc luded misdemeanofl .... 314 
Discharged a t  p re l im ina ry  hear ing ..... 18,986 
Other reduced OP dismissed ............ 16,676 
Found u n f i t  t o  stand t r i a l  ............ I 8 9  

tbn - ju ry  t r i a l :  

Time i n t e r v a l  data 

U n d e ~  1 1 t o  1-112 1-11? t o  2 2 t o  2-112 2-112 t o  3 3 t o  3-112 3 - 1 0  t o  4 Over 4 Average t ime a years years years years years years yearr elapsed months 
Cases terminated by ve rd i c t :  

Law .................. f ....... 217 231 226 172 119 129 187 551 34.1 

(continued on next page) 



256 I11 i n o i s  C i r c u i t  Court (continued) 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N I A  - This case type i s  handled by t h e  cour t .  bu t  t h e  data a re  unavai lab le.  
X = The data fo r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

CJudge in format ion:  

imprisonment. 
dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

Associate Judges may hear a l l  m t t e r s  except c r i m i n a l  t r i a l s  i n  Which t h e  defendant i s  charged w i t h  an offense punishable by rare than one year 

A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  Complaint. 
m e  c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count f o r  caseload data i s  t h e  number of in format ions,  indictments, or complaints. The c r im ina l  u n i t  o f  count f o r  

t r i a l  and type of d i s p o s i t i o n  data i s  the number o f  defendants. 
A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or decision. 

fseginn ing f i g u r e  f o r  the 1979 cou r t  year does not equal t h e  end pending f igure f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year :  
Figures a re  as given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

BChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  
Figures were adjusted by reason of a phys ica l  inventory .  

hFigure was cowuted:  
m e  beginning pending f i gu re  f o r  probate was ca l cu la ted  from f i l e d ,  disposed. and end pending f i gu res  g iven i n  t h e  annual repo r t .  

iDa ta  a re  not complete: 
Misdemeanors and grand t o t a l  pending f igures do no t  i nc lude  data f o r  "on-suburban Cook County. o r  any conservat ion v io la t i ons .  

Cr iminal  t o t a l  pendings do no t  i nc lude  pending cases f o r  conservation v i o l a t i o n s ,  or ordinance v lo la t i ons .  

Grand t o t a l  pendings do not inc lude pending cases f o r  conservat ion v i o l a t i o n s ,  ordinance v i o l a t i o n s .  and t r a f f i c  cases. 

F i l e d  inc ludes cases t h a t  have been re ins ta ted  and t r ans fe r red  i n  and t rans fe r red  Out o f  the Cour t 's  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

The end pending 
f i gu res  do inc lude misdemanors pending i n  t h e  City of Chicago. 

n o t  i nc lude  misdemeanors pending i n  t h e  C i t y  of Chicago. 
The beginning pending f i gu re  does 

JExplanat idn of data I n  t h e  category: 
Cases r e i n s t a t e d  o r  

t rans fe r red  i n  are added t o  the o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s .  wh i l e  Cases t rans fe r red  Out a re  Subtracted. 
no t  included. 

Cook County. 

n o t  inc luded i n  t h e  t r i a l  data, bu t  are inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  "COnViCted of inc luded misdemeanor" f igure. 

Postjudgment and post terminat ion matters are 

Misdemeanor carer i nc lude  ordinance v io la t i ons .  conservat ion v i o l a t i o n s  and p re l im ina ry  hearings i n  f e l o n y  Cases i n  the C i r c u i t  C w P t  o f  

Cr iminal  t r i a l s  and c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  are f a r  f e l o n y  cases only. 
mlnformat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 

T r i a l s  i n  which the. defendant was found g u i l t y  o f  a reduced charge wePe 

Source: A d a l n i s t r a t i v e  Of f ice o f  the I l l i n o i s  Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the Supreme Court o f  I l l i n o i s  (Chicago, I l l i n o i s :  March. 1980). 
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual Peport except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. - P - - 

f 
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INDIANA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5jurticer 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurirdiction. Criminal 

appealrwith minimum penaltygreater 
fhanloyearr .  Civilappealrif amount 
in controversy i s  greater than 550. 

- Constitutionality of state or federal 
Statute and habearcorpus  appeal^, 
arising out of criminal, extradition, 
or mental health proceedings. 

~ Original jurisdiction over admission 
to the bar. practice of law, attorney 
discipline. and disbarment; judicial 
discipline, removal, and retirement. 

I COURT OF APPEALS (4) 
Civil if amount i s  
greater than 550. 12iudges 

Criminal i f  sentence is y;?!~;~crimi"al .ppealr heard 

greater than50yearr. by Supremecourt. 
- Reviews f inal  decirions of adminir- 

trative agencies. 
\ A 

A 
88 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

- Domestic relation3 and probate (except 

~ Felonies, misdemeanorr, preliminary 

Appealrde novo. 

Law. equity. 

Marionand LakeCountier). 

hearings. some minor criminal. 

SUPERIOR COURT (71) 
90 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Law. equity. Uome5tic relations 
and ~ m a l l c l a i m ~ i n  iomeareas. 

hearings, some minor criminal. 
-Felonies. mirdemeanorr. preliminary. 

-Juvenile in some counties. 
Appeals de novo. 

J w y  trials. 

COUNTY COURT (71) 
65 judges 
Jurirdiction: 
-Contract and tort under 
$3.000, QOSWSSOry dCtiVn3 
between landlord and tenant 
where rent does not exceed 
5500permonth. ~ m d l l ~ l a i m s .  

-Mirdemeanor. traffic. local 
ordinance violation., criminal 
wi th fine under01.000 or 
sentence less than 1 year. 

Jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT ( 2 )  
1 judge 
luriidvtion: 
-In Marion and St. Joreph 
CountieL. 

-Exclurive jurisdiction in 
probate, adoptions. and 
guardianship. 

-Juvenile. 

Jury trials in probate. 

CITY COURT (50) 
50 judger 

-Civil action under $500 
(varies to 02,500). 

-Misdemeanors w i th  fine less 
than 5500 and sentence less 
than 6 months. 

Juridiction varier: 

-City ordinance violations. 

J"ry trial.. 

TOWN COURT (20) 
20 judges 
Juridiction: 
-Ordinance ~iolations. m i s ~  
demeanorewith fine less than 
5500 andlor sentence less 
than6monthr. 

Jury trial.. 

OF MARION 
COUNTY 
15 judges 
Jurirdictinn. 
-Law cases under012.500. 
Landlord and tenant. 

-Mirdemeanur, ordinance 
violation9, and traffic w i th  
finelesr than$1,000andlor 
sentence lei3 than 1 year. 
Preliminary hearingr. 

Jury trials. 

I COURT OF MARION 
COUNTY (8) 

I 
. .  

8 judger 
lurirdiction: 

I -Civil contract, tort, 
porrerrion of property. and 
landlord and tenant. under 
01.500. 

-Surety of the peace 
proceeding$. 

No jury trialr. 

Court of 
1.1, 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

COUrt 1 
Court3 of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicate9 route of appeal t 
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INDlAlu SUPREME COURT 
c o u r t  O f  l a s t  resor t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  D e c d e r  31. 1979 

End 
pending F i  1 ed DiSPOSed Beglnning 

pending 
Cares: 

Appeals: 
D i r e c t  appeals ............................................... X X 210 X 
C i v i l  a f t e r  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t rans fer  granted.... ................. X ( 2 7 P  21 X ................. 10 X ................................................. 241 X 
Cr im ina l  a f t e r  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  granted X 

Total  appeals A - 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
O r i g i n a l  ac t ions  ......................................... X X 20 X 
Y r i t s  ..................................................... 0 59 591: 0 

Total  ..................................................... X X 79 X 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  cases ....................................... X X 6 X 
To ta l  ........................................................ X X 85 X 

C i v i l  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r i n s f e ?  ................................. 0 209 182 ( 27)e 0 
Criminal  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  ............................. X X 96 (N1A)e X 

Total .  ....................................................... X X 278 ( 2 7 ) 4  X 
Total  o t h e r  cases .............................................. 7 1 r m e i  7 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  matter: 

Requests t o  appeal: 

To ta l  cases ...................................................... log1 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters:  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  extension o f  tim .............................. N I A  
Special judge matters ........................................ N/A 
Hearing o f f i c e r s  i n  d i s c i p l i n a r y  matters ..................... N I A  

Total  o ther  proceedings ......................................... NIA 

- 
NIA 589 
N I A  664 
N/A 21 

NIA 1.274 

Manner O f  d i S p o i i t i o n  

O r i g i n a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  D i s c i p l i n a r y  - Total 

M a j o r i t y  op in ion  .............. 241 20 im 26Zm 

NIA 
N I R  

N/A 
N I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a l s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
UIA - mls care type i s  handled by t h e  Court, but  t h e  data are unavai lable.  
x - m e  data fo r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be inc luded I n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

%res not  inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  
Wqieertr t o  appeal grsnted are not counted as  d i s p o s i t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e  appeal i s  disposed; t h e  f i l i n g  o f  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  a p p a l  i s  not 

h e s e  granted requests t o  appeal cases are t h e  numbers appearing i n  t h e  parentheses. 

T o h l  f i l i n u  f i u u r e  Mas comuted from t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and Pendinq data. 

&$fed as a new f i l i n g .  , hFigure was computed: 

l o a t a ,  !.re not c0mplSte: 

kAddi;bVdnpl in fo rmat ion :  

lSpeci.A, source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 

The number Of c r i m i n a l  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  granted was not ava i lab le .  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  not included i n  the  t o t a l  appeals f i l e d .  t o t a l  

%e b i t s  were disposed as fo l lows: 

Thi.b"eginning pending t o t a l  cases f i g u r e  was obtained from the  1979 annual r e p o r t  where i t  was given as t h e  end pending f i g u r e  fo r  the  

vas's f i l e d  f igures .  requests t o  appeal disposed, t o t a l  o ther  cases disposed. o r  t o t a l  cases disposed. 

27 Were denied; 22 were granted; 10 were dismissed. 

1>978~co"rt  year. 
WnfoqnqWon on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 

Th$,&ere 4 concurring opinions and 44 d i s s e n t i n g  opinions. 
In  a d d t i o n  t o  the  one m a j o r i t y  op in ion  w r i t t e n  i n  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  case. f i v e  per  curiam opinions were a lso  w r i t t e n .  

Source: O i v i r l o n  of State Court Administrat ion.  1979 Ind iana J u d i c i a l  Repon ( Ind ianapo l is .  Indiana). S t a t i s t i c s  are fPm the annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

_p 
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INDIANA COURT OF APPEALS 

I n t e m d i a t e  appe l la te  court 
4 d i s t r i c t s .  12 judger 

January 1, 1979 t o  Oecenber 31. 1979 - 
Disposed pending' 

carer: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ X 472 X X 
Cr im ina l  ..................................................... X 433 X X 

36 X X 
Total  appeals ................................................. -TOT -m m rn 
Other appeals: 

Expedited cases ............................................ X 

Other cases: 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 

Total  o ther  C I S ~ S  .............................................. - - - 

Total cases ....................................... : .............. 801 941 1,142 600 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters:  

Motions t o  d i s a i s s l a f f i r n  .................................... 3Zf 150 142 40 
Motions. p e t i t i o n s  f o r  time. and miscellaneous orders 

handed down _ _  3,418 3.418 -_ ................................................ 
Total  ......................................................... 3Zf 3,568 3,560 40 - - - 

Total o ther  proceedings ......................................... 3Zf 3,568 3,560 40 

Age o f  pending caseload (months) 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Opinion ( m a j o r i t y )  ............ 1.108 
Order ......................... 

Less than 3 months ................. 158 
Between 3 and 6 months ............. 102 
Between 6 and 9 months ............. 70 
Between 9 and 12 months ............ 75 
Over 12 months ..................... 195 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  Cl .%sif icat ions used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
Blank space = Not enough in fo rmat lon  i s  known. The case Category may o r  may no t  be handled by the  Court. 
X - The data f o r  t h i s  care type are  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
-- = Not appl icable.  

fgeginning pending f i g u r e  for  t h e  1979 cour t  year does not equal the  end pending f igure  fo r  t h e  1978 cour t  year:  
Figures are as given i n  t h e  annual repor t ,  

jExp lanat ion  o f  data included i n  the  category:  
F i l e @  cases are ' " f u l l y  b r i e f e d  cases" forwarded t o  t h e  c o u r t  by the  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  
Pending cases a re  ' " f u l l y  b r i e f e d  carer" t h a t  have been f i l e d  bu t  no t  disposed. 

mlnfarmat ian on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 
There were a t o t a l  O f  149 concurr ing and d issent ing  Opinions f i l e d  i n  a d d i t l o n  t o  t h e  1,108 m a j o r i t y  opinions. 

Source: D i v i s i o n  o f  
except t h a t  

s t a t e  cwrt 
t o t a l s  have 

Admin is t ra t ion ,  1979 Indiana J u d i c i a l  Report 
been computed whew necessary. 

( Ind ianapo l is ,  l n d i  ana). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  r e p o r t  
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INDIANA SUPERIOR COURT AND CIRCUIT c o u w  

Cour t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
7 1  C M l r t S ,  90 judges; 92 c i r c u i t s .  88 judges 

January 1, 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 - 
nd 

F i l e d  D i  spos- pending 
Beglnnlng 

pending 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Estate:  
Guardianshiplconserratorshipltrusteeship: 

Other  estate:  
Guardianship ............................................... 
Probate ladopt ion ........................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
PI enary proceedings .......................................... 
Redocketed c i v i l  ............................................. 
Redocketed c i v i l  ?County Court f unc t i on )k  .................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Other c i v i l :  

Plenary proceedin s (County Court f unc t i on )k  ................. 

C r i n i n a l d :  
Misdemeanor: 

c r i m i n a l  (county Court f unc t i an )k  ............................ 
Redocketed c r im ina l  (County Court f unc t i an )k  ................. 
Criminal - -adul t  Offenses against  j u v e n i l e s  ................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Criminal  ..................................................... 
Redocketed c r im ina l  .......................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Felonylaisdemeanor: 

Pre l iminary hearing: 

Other cr; ibinal:  
Other (Cbunty h u r t  f u n c t i o n ) j k  .............................. 
OtherJ ....................................................... 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 

30.215fh 

42.369fh 
72.584fh 

3,754 3.334 30.635 

17.320 
21.074 

52,336 
14.765 

15 

16,575 
19.909 

53.011 
13.836 

22 
13,277 
80,146 

43.114 
73.749 

70,791 
20,995 

7 
12,806 

~ 104,599 
17.681 
84,797 

241.066fh 221.334 21 1,850 250.550 

8.189fh 
125fh 

15fh 
8.329fh 

17.081fh 
1.41 5fh 

18.496fh 

19.511 16.710 
733 

29 
11,472 

16,302 
2.164 

18.466 

1.963 

10,108 

48.009 

~ 

10.990 
155 

46 
11,191 

763 
60 

20,334 

16.094 
2,085 

18,179 

16.873 
1.336 

18,209 

2,478 

10,047 

51,038 

733 

5,383 - 
35.516 

T r a f f i c :  
Other  t ra f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Nonfelony t r a f f i c  (County Court funct ian)k ................... A 9 254fh 

9,254fh 

96.896 

96.896 

95,547 

95,547 

10,603 

10,603 

~ 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Juveni le :  

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
__ 

19.459 

~ 

17.881 

__ 
15,175 13.597fh 

Grand t-mal ........................ :.. ........................... 296.404fh 388,727k 373.287 311,844 
I 

I 
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W d  

Superior and C i r c u i t  Court 
Redocketed 

Criminal  Otherm Total 
Jury ............. 
Non-jury ......... 31.586 11.622 5,301 1.404 48,693 98,606 

Total  ............. 31.586 12,374 5.301 2,336 48.820 100,417 

County Court funct ion Redocketed 

Jury  ............. _ _  1 _ _  397- 29 69 
Non-jury ......... 6.145 842 7.871 2,756 3.406 901 21.921 

Total  ............. 6,145 843 7,871 2,795 3,406 930 21,990 
Total  t r i a l s  ....... 31,586 6,145 13,217 13.172 5,131 49,750 122,407 

D i s s o l u t i o n  Small C l a i m  C i v i l  p lenary c i v i l  Cr iminal  T r a f f i c  Otherm 

c i r c u i t  COUPt  
Dismissed ........... 55,315 
G u i l t v  Dlea ......... 10.847 . .  
Default ............. 18,449 
S e t t l e d  ............. 12.798 
Closed .............. 6.011 
Transferred ......... 1,393 

Type o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

C0""tY 
SuDeriar and cour t  

func t ion  
20.351 
34.943 
14.782 
5.359 

Venued Out .......... 5,349 
T r a f f i c  V i o l a t i o n s  

Bureau ............ 0 
f a i l u r e  t o  appear ... 0 
Other ............... 484 

_ _  
239 
71 

58,805 
3,368 
2,306 

Total  

45.790 
33.231 
18,157 
6,011 
1,632 
5,420 

75.656 

58,805 
3.368 
2,790 

BDldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  CIass i f iCat ionS used by t h e  CSIH Pro jec t .  -- * Not appl icable.  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
I n  1979. t h e  Criminal Court o f  Marion County and t h e  Juven i le  Court O f  Marion County were made cl p a r t  of t h e  Superior Court. The i r  data. 

Which i n  previous years were reported on separate p r o f i l e s ,  a re  inc luded i n  t h i s  p r o f i l e .  
data f o r  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court and Superior Court fo r  previous years. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  O f  a p e t i t i o n  OP complaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  of count i s  the  number o f  informat ions, indictments,  o r  complaints. 
A t r i a l  i s  Counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  decis ion.  

f8eginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1979 Court year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 c o u r t  Yea?:' 
Figures a r e  as ca lcu la ted  from data given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

9Change i n  pending does not equal the  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions :  
F igurer  are as reported i n  t h e  annual report .  

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending f i g u t e s  were ca lcu la ted  from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending data. 

JExplanat ion o f  data included i n  the  CategoPy: 
"Other "  includes a l l  matters adjudicated i n  t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  have no t  been s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i s t e d .  

p e t i t i o n s  f o r  w r i t s  o f  habear corpus, Comnitment proceedings. n a i v e r  hearings, and in fo rmal  j u v e n i l e  hearings. 
the  data t h a t  many o f  these were probable Cause cases when handled as a County Court func t ion .  
o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  f o r  the  regu la r  func t ions  of the  court .  

As a resul t ' ,  these data a re  no t  c o w a r a b l e  w i t h  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

These i nc lude probable cause hearings, 
It was determined from 

The " o t h e r "  category cases are l i s t e d  as 

Case ca tegor ies  i d e n t i f i e d  as "county Court f u n c t i o n "  a r e  cases t h a t  were handled by the  Superior Court OP C i r c u i t  Court, but  are normal ly 

Cases f i l e d  i n c l u d e  459 cases "venued in" .  

"Other" t r i a l s  inc lude data fo r  t r i a l s  i n  estate,  juven i le ,  p r e l i m i n a r y  hearing. and ather c r i m i n a l  cahe5. 

k A d d i t i a n a l  in fo rmat ion :  

handled by the  County Court. 

mInformat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

Source: D i v i s i o n  o f  State Court Admin is t ra t ion ,  1979 Indiana J u d i c i a l  Report ( Indianapol is.  Indiana). S t a t i s t i c s  ape from the  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

-~ 
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INDIAlU PROBATE COURT 

C o u r t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 courtb. 1 judge 

January 1. 1979 t o  & c e d e r  31, 1979 

pending pending . F i l e d  Disposed 

C i  v i  Id: ~~~~~ 

La*: 
C i v i l  p lenary ................................................ 4631 110 
Redocketed c i v i l  ............................................. 01 0 

Total  ......................................................... 4631 710 
Estate: 

Guirdianshiplconservatorrhipltrusteeship: 

Other estate:  
Guad!anship ............................................... 4,7111 1.111 

Probateladopt ion ........................................... 4,4511 3.982 
Total  ......................................................... 9,1621 5.093 
&her c i v i l  .................................................... 8261 596 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 10.4511 6,399 

600 
0 

600 

957 

3,908 
4.865 

706 

6,171 

4,865h 

10,67911 

Juven i le :  
__ - - - .................................................. Total  j u v e n i l e  1.008~ 1,392 1.145 1.255h 

Grand t o t a l  11,4591 i , i g i k  7,316 11.934h ...................................................... 
T r i a l d  C i v i l  and j u v e n i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Jurbn-+p~ 
C i v i l  .................. 
Juveni le ............... 3 4,852 4.855 

Total  ................... 5 5.048 5,053 

Dismissed .......................... 351 
Set t led  ............................ 248 
Closed ............................. 1.657 
Venued out ......................... 1 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  

b p a r t i c u l a r  cour t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system in fo rmat ion :  
The cour t  i s  loca ted  i n  S t .  Joseph County. 

dtase r e i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
A t r t a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or  decis ion. 

hFiguce was Computed: 
Erldftending f i g u r e  was computed fPOm the  f i l i n g .  d i s p o s i t i o n .  and beginning pending data. 

@dd' i t ional  in fo rmat ion :  
One b f  t h e  f i l e d  cases was "venued in" .  

I s p e d a l  source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 
The beginning pending f igures  were taken from t h e  1978 annual repor t  where they a r e  given as end pending f igures fo r  t h a t  court  y e w .  

Source: O iv is ion  of State Court Admin is t ra t ion .  1978, 1979 Indiana J u d i c i a l  Report ( Ind ianapo l is ,  Indiana).  S t a t i s t i c s  ape f rom t h e  annual 
repor ts  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



I N D I A N A  COUNTY COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

7 1  courts.  65 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder  31. 1979 
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pending 2 e g i n m n g  pending O i  sposed hd 

C i  v i  Id:  
b a l l  c l a i m  ................................................... 
Other C i v i l :  

Plenary proceedings .......................................... 
Redocketed c i v i l  ............................................. 

Total  ......................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald:  
Misdemeanor: 

Cr iminal  ..................................................... 
Redocketed c r i m i n a l  .......................................... 

Total  ......................................................... 
OtherJ ....................................................... 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 
Pre l im inary  hearing: 

T r a f f i c :  
M h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Nonfelony t r a f f i c  ............................................ 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

20,502fh 

2.546fh 
15.904fh 
18,450fh - 
38,952fh 

12,717fh 
187fh 

12,904fh 

356fh 

13.260fh 

37,826fh 

37,826fh 

64,686 

4,478 
21,014 
25.492 

90,178 

- 

43,090 
765 

43.855 

3,368 

47.223 

178,336 
178,336 

61.416 

3.392 
15.412 
18,804 

80.220 

- 

36,908 
641 

37,549 

3,288 

40,837 

168.970 

168.970 

23.772 

3,632 
21,506 
25,138 

48,910 

18,899 
311 

19,210 

436 

19.646 

47.192 

47,192 

~ 

90,038fh 315.737k 290.027 115.748 

w d  Type o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

* N o n - j u r y -  Total  Plea ........................... 76,142 

............ % f a u l t  ........................ 24,326 h a l l  c l a i m  12.632 12.632 
Plenary proceeding .... 22 661 683 T r a f f i c  V i o l a t i o n s  Bureau ...... 93.549 
Redocketed c i v i l  ...... 0 6.168 6,168 Set t led  14.027 

Criminal ................ 141 4,005 4,146 Transferred ou t  ................ 2,019 
T r a f f i c  ................. 0 5.913 5,913 Venued out  ..................... 414 
Gtherm ................... 75 2,749 2.824 Other .......................... 875 

C i * i l :  Msmissed ...................... 40.159 

........................ 
Total  .................. 22 19,461 19.483 F a i l e d  t o  appear ............... 6.150 

Total  .................... 238 32,128 32.366 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  CIaSs i f i ca t ions  Used by t h e  CSlH p r o j e c t .  

dcare d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of d p e t i t i o n  o r  carmlaint .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number of  informat ions. indictments,  o r  complaints. 
A t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  decis ion.  

Figures a re  given as ca lcu la ted  from data contained i n  t h e  annual report .  

Beginning pending f i g i r e  was computed from f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  and end pending data. 

"OtheP" category includes a11 M t t e P S  adjudicated i n  t h e  C O w t  t h a t  have no t  been s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i s t e d .  

fgeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1979 c o u r t  year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year:  

hFigure was computed: 

jExp lanat ion  of  data included i n  t h e  category: 
These inc lude probable cause 

It was determined from the  data t h a t  many o f  hearings. p e t i t i o n s  f o r  w r i t s  Of habeas corpus. comi tment  proceedings, and waiver hearings. 
these w e ~ e  probable cause cases i n  the  County Courts. 

kAdditiona1 in fo rmat ion :  
Three-hundred-one o f  the  f i l e d  case6 were '"venued in." 

mlnfarmat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 
'"Other" t r i a l s  inc lude data f o r  t r i a l s  i n  t r a f f i c  and p r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing  cases. 

Source: D i v i s i o n  o f  State Court Administrat ion,  1979 Indiana J u d i c i a l  Report ( Ind ianapo l is .  Indiana). ' S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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MUMICIPAL COURT OF MARION COUNTY. INDIANA 

Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 cour t ,  11 f u l l - t i m e  and 4 pa r t - t ime  judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  D e c d e r  31. 1979 - 
pending F i l e d  D i  spored Beglnnlng 

pending 
c i v i  Id: 

Law:  
C i v i l  ........................................................ 4,989fh 
Redocketed c i v i l  ............................................. 755fh 

To ta l  ......................................................... 5,744fh 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 5.744fh 

12.166 
8;966 

21,132 __ 
21,132 

12.435 
7.355 

19,790 

19,790 

4,720 
2,366 
7,086 

7.086 

t r i n i n a l d :  
Misdemeanor: 

C r im ina l  ..................................................... 21,719fh 45,563 34.569 32,713 

Tota l  ......................................................... m f h  45,571 34,577 32,713 

To ta l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 21,719fh 45,571 34,577 32,713 

Redocketed c r im ina l  .......................................... 0 8 8 0 
~ 

T r a f f i c :  
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Nonfelony t r a f f i c  ............................................ 48 g57fh 100.702 90,214 I ~ __ 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 48.957fh 100.702 90.214 59,445 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 76.420fh 167.405 144,581 99.244 

T r i a l d  &e of disposition 

C i r i s l  .................... * 
@ ~ G , n a l  ................. 69 

Un'5Jhcified .............. 15 
T O M  ..................... 138 

naAf ic  .................... 
i' 

6.932 
7.391 

93 
19.804 

Tota l  
5;642 
7.001 
7,391 

108 
19.942 

G u i l t y  p lea .................... 48.083 
Dismissed ...................... 40,613 
Default ........................ 6,668 
T r a f f i c  V io la t i ons  Bureau ...... 23,946 
Se t t l ed  ........................ 1.995 
Transferred out  ................ 12 
Venued Out ..................... 56 
Other .......................... 3,266 

@i@a$e headtngs i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l d s s i f l t a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH pro jec t .  -- = kt appl icable.  

dCdse-def in i t ion or u n i t  o f  count: 
A t i i i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  conpla in t .  
T h e ' c r i n i n a l  case u n i t  O f  count i s  t h e  number o f  in format ions.  indictments. or comola int r .  
R CQal i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or  decision. 

F w e s  are qiven as ca l cu la ted  from data contained i n  t h e  annual reoor t .  
'Begs i 2 pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 Court year does no t  equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1978 cou r t  year: 

gChansi"~~;n.pending does no t  equal t h e  d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and d i r b o s i t i o n s :  

K F i g '  re"% computed: 

kdd&p+ial. in format ion:  

&&<-are as repor ted i n  the annual repor t .  

.&&bhg pending f i g u r e  was conputed f rom f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending data. 

F+V&f t h e  f i l e d  cares were "venued in." 

I Source: O iv i s ion  Of State C o w t  M m i m s t r a t l a n ,  1979 Ind iana J u d l c I a l  Report ( Ind ianapol is ,  Ind iana) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  annual repor t  
I: except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

INDIANA CITY COURT 
Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1, 1979 t o  & c e d e r  31, 1979 
50 courts. 50 judger 

There were no data f o r  cares handled I n  the C i t y  Court for 1979. - - 

INOIAM TOWN COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 courts. 20 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  kcenter 31. 1979 

There were no data f o r  cases handled i n  the Town Court f o r  1979. 

W L  CUIMS COURT UF M I O N  COUNTY. INDIANA 
Cour t  Of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 courts, 8 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  k c e u b e r  31. 1979 

m e r e  were no data f o r  cases handled i n  the Small C l a i m  Court f o r  1979. 



IOWA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

DISTRICT COURT ( 8 )  
92 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General and original civil, probate. 
- General and original criminal. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo and on record. 

Jury f r ia l~ .  

Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals a3 of right in all caws from 

District Court except real estate 
under Bl.000 or decisions on small 
claims appeals. 

DISTRICT COURT ( 8 )  

17 regular full-time magirtrater Jurisdiction: 
91ubetitutefull-timemagi.trater - Smallclaimr$1.000orlerr. Forcible 

Jurisdiction: entryanddetainerexrept title to 
. Civil actions $3.000 or less, ~ m d l l  property. 

claims$l,oooorlerr. Forcible entry - Non~indictablemirdemeanorincludin 
and detainer except title to property. trafficand ordinance violations (fine 

. Mirdemeanors. indictable mirde- nottoex~eedBlooorsentenrenot  
meanors, non-indictable mirde- to exceed 30 days impriionment). 
meanori, including traffic and 
ordinance violations. 

DISTRICT COURT ( 8 )  
13 district assmiate iudge. 166 part-time magirtrater 

No jury trialeinrmallclaim~. 
Jury trial. in criminalcarer. Preliminary hearings. 

. Juuenile. 

Six-perron jury trials in simple mis- 
demeanor (non-indictable) cases. 

No jury trials in m a l l  claims. 

COURT OF APPEALS* 
5 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals and original proceeding3 

transferred by the Supreme Court 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 

L 

t 1 ° F  route o f  appeal. 

.) Indicates transfer of C ~ W J .  

265 

Court of 
last 

resort I 
Intermediate 

court 
appellate 1 

'Court of Appeals began hearing oral arguments and deciding cases in January, 1977. 
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IWA SUPREME COURT 

Court  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  
9 justices 

January 1, 1979 t o  & c e d e r  31. 1979 

pend in1  e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i r i l :  
Contracts .................................................. 
Contested c h i l d  custody .................................... 
Oolnertic r e l a t i o n s  not i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d  custody ............. 
Property ................................................... 
Taxat ion  ................................................... 
T o r t  ....................................................... 
Trust.  estates.  w i l l s  ...................................... 
Other ...................................................... 
D i r e c t  appeals from f i n a l  judgments i n  c i v i l  cases ......... 
Y r i t  of  c e r t i o r a r i  granted ................................. 
I n t e r l o c u t o r y  appeal granted ............................... 
D i s p o s i t i o n  by order  o r  o ther  m d e  p r i o r  t o  formal 

submission t o  t h e  c o u r t  .................................. 
Total  ....................................................... 
G u i l t y  p l e a  on ly  ........................................... 
m i l t y  p lea  and sentencing an ly  ............................ 
Other ...................................................... 
D i r e c t  appeals fpom f i n a l  judgments i n  cr im ina l  carer ...... 
Y r i t  of c e r t i o r a r i  granted ................................. 
D i s p o s i t i o n  by order  o r  o ther  node p r i o r  t o  formal 

submission t o  t h e  cour t  .................................. 
Total  ....................................................... 

Postconv ic t ion  r e l i e f  ...................................... 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  law ......................................... 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 

cri.in.1: 

PDStC0""iCtion remedy: 

Appeal o f  a b i n i s t r a t i v e  agemy case: 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

_ _  
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

-_ 
X 

X 

X 
A 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

(X)e 

P e t i t i o n  for  w r i t  of c e r t i o r a r i  .......................... 
P e t i t i o n  f o r  permission t o  appeal i n t e r l o c u t o r y  r u l i n g  ... 
P e t i t i o n  f a r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  rev iew  ........................ 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
P e t i t i o n  f a r  w r i t  o f  c e r t i w a r i  .......................... 
P e t i t i o n  fo r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review ........................ 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Tota l  ........................................................ 

Sentencing dnly ............................................. 
Total  de'hw carer .............................................. 

C r i a i n s l :  

Sentence review only: 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
x 
X 

X 
A 

39 
9 
8 

13 
5 

33 
5 

28 __ _ _  _ _  
625k 
765 

2 
3 

62 _ _  _ _  
28ik 
348 

8 

54 
1.175 

7 

14 - 
Total cases ..................................................... 

Other matters: 
Rehearigg requests: 

Ubpica t ion  f o r  f u r t h e r  review ............................... 
Motions and orders ........................................... 

Tota l  ........................................................... 
191 NIA 144 N I A  
0 3,024 3.024 0 

19 NIA 3,168 N I A  

- ___ ~ 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  carer1 

Civil. Cri.inalm D i s c i  H n a r  Total  
Signed opin ion .................. 1921 
per cvrValn ..................... 101 71 0 171 
Total  o p ~ n i o n  ................. 202 81 7 290 

Dismissed by Order ............. X X X 117 

Status O f  pending careload 

- Ciri1. =. 
In w P k  ........................ 485 294 779 
Ready .......................... 95 30 125 
Assigned t o  j u s t i c e s  

f o p  submission ............... 19 11 30 
Out t o  j u s t i c e s  (submitted) .... 19 15 34 

c i v i l '  c r im ina l -  -- 
Signed o r  per  curiam 0p in ion : l  

Af f i rmed 52 ....................... 90 
Reversed ....................... 66 15 
Reversed Court o f  Appeals ...... 9 4 
Combination or  m o d i f i c a t i o n  .... 28 6 
Lawyer l i c e n s e  suspended ......... _ _  
Other .......................... 16 4 

Transferred t o  Court 
of .Appeals ................... 263 114 

Consol idat ions ................. 11 9 
D i s m i s s a l  o r  withdrawal p r i o r  

t o  submission ................ 0 49 
Other dismissal  ................ 129 92 

Y i thout  op in ion:  

Total  D i s c i p l i n a r y  

142 -_ 
81 _ _  
13 _ _  
31 _ _  

7 
20 0 
_ _  

0 _ _  377 
20 

249 0 
221 0 
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Time i n t e r v a l  da ta l  (average months) 

c i v i 1 n  P r i o r i t y  c i v i l n  -n fi 
Not ice o f  appeal t o  readiness .......... 115 4.6 8.2 7.4 
Readinerr t o  submission ................ 3.4 2.3 2.7 3.1 
Submission t o  f i l i n g  o f  dec is ion ....,.. 2.0 1.7 1.7 1.9 
Notice Of appeal t o  dec is ion ........... 12.9 8.6 12.6 12.4 
Ready f o r  submission t o  Opinion ........ 8.3 4.1 4.2 6.5 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
X = The date f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
-- = Not appl icable.  

eCases not inc luded i n  the t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
P e t i t i o n s  fo r  w i t  of c e r t i o r a r i  and p e t i t i o n s  fo r  permission t o  appeal i n t e r l o c u t o r y  r u l i n g  when granted are not counted as a d i spos i t i on .  

T h e ' r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  no t  counted as a new f i l i n g .  and i s  counted as a d i s p o s i t i o n  only  when the appeal i s  disposed. 
p e t i t i o n s  a re  the numbers appearing i n  the parentheses. 

9Change i n  pending doer no t  equal the d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

These granted 

Figures are a s  given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

Total aooeals oendino data do not inc lude c i v i l  appeals. W s t c o n v i c t i o n  remedy, or  appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency cares. 
i D m  are not complete: 

.. . .  . .  
j h p l a n a t i o n '  of data inc iuded i n  t h e  category: 

C i v i l  appeals disposed and pending f i gu res  inc lude d i r e c t  c i v i l  appeals, o r i g i n a l  proceedings, and requests t o  appeal a r i s i n g  Out of c i v i l  
cases. 

Criminal  appeals disposed and pending f i gu res  i nc lude  both d i r e c t  c r i m i n a l  appeals and o r i g i n a l  proceedings a r i s i n g  Out o f  c r i m i n a l  cases. 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  cases are  inc luded i n  C i v i l  appeals under f i l e d  and pending. 

k Addi t i anal in format  i o n  : 
Cases t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court.are no t  inc luded i n  cases l i s t e d  as disposed p r i o r  t o  formal submission t o  t h e  

C O U P t .  
]Special source or r e v i s i o n  i n  the data: 

mlnformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or  t r i a l  data: 

Figures f o r  t h e  number o f  appeals f i l e d ,  the number O f  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  op in ions w r i t t e n  and t h e i r  content<-  and t i m e  i n t e r v a l  data were 

The c i v i l  category f o r  manner O f  d i spos i t i on ,  d i s p o s i t i o n  O f  cases, and s tatus of pending cases data inc ludes c i v i l  appeals. POstConviCtion 

The c r i m i n a l  ca teaow fo r  manner o f  d isD0sl t ion.  d i s p o s i t i o n  O f  cases. and s ta tus  o f  pendinq cases data inc ludes c r i m i n a l  appeals and 

suppl ied by t h e  c l e r k  o f  the Court du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

r e l i e f .  and appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency cases. _ _  . .  
sentence m v i e w  only  cases. 

I n  add i t i on  t o  t h e  290 m a j o r i t y  opinions, t he re  were also  36 d issents  and 30 COnCUrenCes f i l e d .  

P r i o r i t y  c i v i l  inc ludes postconvic t ion r e l i e f  and contested c h i l d  custody cases. 
n h f o r m a t i o n  on t ime i n t e r v a l  o r  age o f  pending caseload data: 

Source: Court Admin is t ra tor  o f  t h e  Jud ic ia l  Department, 1978 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report (Des Hoines, Iowa: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are frm t h e  
annual repo r t s  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and add i t i ona l  i n f o r m t i o n  was supplied by the c l e r k  o f  t h e  
Court du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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1WA COURT 05 APPEALS 

l n t e r n e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  cou r t  
5 judger 

January 1. 1979 t o  Deceher 31. 1979 

w eglnnrng pending Olsposed pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
C i v i l :  

Contracts .................................................. 
Contested c h i l d  custody .................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  not i nvo l v ing  c h i l d  custody 
Property ................................................... 
T a i a t i  on ................................................... 
Tor t  ....................................................... 
Trust.  es ta tes ,  w i l l s  ...................................... 
Other ...................................................... 
O i s p g r i t i o n  by order ....................................... 

Total3 ...................................................... 

............. 

Cr imina l  : 
G u i l t y  p lea  on ly  ........................................... 
Guilty p lea  and sentencing only ............................ 
Other ...................................................... 

Tota lJ  ...................................................... 
Postconv ic t ion  r e l i e f  ...................................... 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  law ......................................... 

Total  appeals ............................................... 

Po*tco"" ict io"  remedy: 

Appeal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

Other cases: 
sentence re r i ew  on1r: ~ ~ ~ ~ - ............................................ ............................................. 9 

9 
Sentmc ing  only 

Total  o l t ie r  cases 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 78 377 379 769 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  o i spos i t i on  o f  cases 

c i v i i m  Cr iminaw Total  ;$p opin ion  .................. 7 351 m .. urlam ..................... 1711 851 256 
Totel  ........................... 257 120 377 

Di:imissal by o rder  21 01 2 ............. 

Civil. Cr iminal"  Total  
Signed and per curiam opinion: - ~ - 

Affirmed ......................... X X 235 
Reversed ......................... X X 70 
Combination or m o d i f i c a t i o n  ...... X X 72 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (average months) 

c i v i i n  P r io r i t y  d v i i n  E n  - 
........ Ready f o r  Submission t o  op in ion  5.2 4.2 4.5 4.9 

headings I n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p ro jec t .  
a ta  f o r  t h i s  care type  a re  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  wwe not ava i l ab le  by category. 

doer not equal t he  d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  
e as repor ted  i n  the  annual repor t .  

of data inc luded i n  the  category:  
a l s  f i l e d  and pending i nc lude  admin i s t ra t i ve  law and pos tconv ic t ion  r e l i e f  cases. 
ppeals f i l e d  and pending i nc lude  sentence review on ly  cases. 
ce or r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 
r of c i v i l  and c r im ina l  op in ions  w r i t t e n  and the  number dismissed by Order were suppl ied by the  c l e r k  o f  t he  cour t  dur ing  data 

nInfoci t t4o.n on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or  t r i a l  data: 
T h z q i y i l  category f o r  mmer Of d i spos i t i on  and d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  cases data includes C i v i l  appeals. pos tconv ic t ion  r e l i e f .  and 

TWF$mina l  category f a r  manner O f  d i spos i t i on  and d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  cases data inc ludes  c r im ina l  appeal and sentence review on ly  cases. 

P r i o r i t y  c i v i l  inc ludes  post conv i c t i on  r e l i e f  and contested c h i l d  custody cases. 

appeal of 
&ii;nistrative agmcy carer. 

nln,m$$Won on t ime i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending caseload data: 

Source: Court Admin is t ra to r  o f  t he  Jud ic ia l  kpar tment ,  1979 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report (Des Moines, Iowa: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  
annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary, and add i t i ona l  In fo rmat ion  were suppl ied by the  c l e r k  O f  the  Court 
d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



IWA DISTRICT COURT 
Court  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 d i s t r i c t +  
January 1. 1979 t o  & c e d e r  31. 1979 
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pending aeglnmng pending F i  1 ed O i  spored tnd 

c i  v i  i d :  
small claims: 

Small c la ims (assoc ia te  judges and regu la r  
magistrates assigned) ...................................... 

Small claims s u b s t i t u t e  and par t - t ime magistrates assigned) . 
Small, c la ims [docket maintained by the  c l e r k )  ................ 

Tota lJ  ........................................................ 
Other d m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

D O m s t i c  re la t i ons :  

Estate:  
Terminat ion o f  paren ta l  r i g h t s  ............................. 
Esta te  openedk ............................................. 
Trusteeships openedk ....................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
Total  ......................................................... 
Regular c i v i l  ( d i s t r i c t  judges) .............................. 
Regular c i v i l  (assoc ia te  judges. s u b s t i t u t e  and 

regu la r  mag is t ra tes)  ....................................... 

Probate/*il ls/intertate: 

Guardianshiplconserratorship/trurteeship: 
Guardianship and conservatorship openedk ................... 

Other c i v i l :  

- .  
iota1 ......................................................... 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Cr in ina ld :  

Felony: 

Hisdemeanor: 
Regular c r im ina l  ( d i s t r i c t  judges) jk  ......................... 
Regular c r im ina l  (associate judges and regu la r  , 

f u l l - t i m e  and s u b s t i t u t e  j u d i c i a l  magistrates)Jk ........... 
Nonind ic tab le  s ta tek  ......................................... 

Total  ......................................................... 
Pre l im inary  hearing: 

P r e l i m i n a r y  examinat ionj  (assoc ia te  judger and regu la r  
mag is t ra tes)  ............................................... 
magis t ra tes)  ............................................... 

Total  ......................................................... 
Nonind ic tab le  ordinancek ..................................... 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 

Pre l im inary  examination ( subs t i t u te  and par t - t ime 

Ordinance v io la t i ons :  

T ra f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v io la t i ons :  

Non ind ic tab le  s t a t &  ......................................... 
Nonindictable ordinancek ..................................... 

Total  ......................................................... 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juvenile: 
Other Juvenile: 

Juvenile ( d i s t r i c t  judger )  ................................... 
Total  ......................................................... 

Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

Juven i le  (associate judges and regu la r  mag is t ra tes)  .......... 

837f 
6Wh 

13,823h 
15.265f 

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
NfA 
N/A 

X 

X 
45,341f 

60.606fi 

12.102fj 

( j )  
16,018f 
16,0181 

2.593f 

1,241hf 
3,8341 

48,352f 

80.306 

7.874h 
6.751h 

14.625h 

14.625 

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

2 

13,443 
11,868 
52.830 
78,141 

948 

19,484 

3.197 
798 

3,995 
23,479 

50.61gh 

412 
51.031 

153.599 

16,566h 

14,460 
68.457 
82,917 

12.326 

10.291 

75.919 
22,617 

198,013 

92,236 
54,792 
141,028 

147.028 

1,960 
3,276 
5 236 

5.236 
A 

13,494 
12,013 
55,865 
81.372 

762k 

17.239 

2,984 
417 

20.640 
3401 

47.754 

42 2 
48.176 

151,310 

15.098 

14,513 
69.439 
83,952 

12.788k 

io.8zik 
23.609 

75,801 

198.460k 

92,727 
56,261 

148,988 

1.45611 

6.405k 

6,4051: 

4,949k 

787 
460 

10,788 
12.034 

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N IA  
N I A  

X 

X 
48.1969 

60.230gj 

13,517gJ 

( j  1 
15.036 
15.03W 

1.8929 

711 
2.6039 

48.425’1 
79,5819 

7,383 
5.282 12.665 
12,665 

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

..a__.. 

T r i a l d  

* N o n - j u r y w  
L I . l l .  

Small claims .......... 13,609 13.609 
E s t a t e  .............. 5 252 257 
Other c i v i l  ......... 469 5,859 6.328 

To ta l  ................ 474 19.720 20.194 
c r im ina l :  

Felony .............. 611 1,151 1,762 
Misdemeanor ......... 332 4,387 4,719 

To ta l  ................ 988 9,732 10.720 

v i o l a t i o n  ......... 242 12.341 12.583 
Grand t o t a l  ............ 1.704 41,793 43.497 

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  . 45 4.194 4,239 

Other t r a f f i c  I 
T r a f f i c :  

Age O f  pending careload (12131179~ 

Over 1 ear Under 1 ear 
Regular c i v i l  ....+ + 
Regular c r im ina l  .. 3,842 9.675 

Time i n t e r v a l  d a d  

&der 1 yeaP 1 t o  3 years Over 3 years 
Age a t  d i spos i t i on :  

P r a b a t e / w i l l r / i n t e r t a t e  ..... 9.137 6,206 1.896 

~ 

(cont inued on next page) 



270 loua D i s t r i c t  Court (cont inued) 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
N t A  - This case t ype  i s  handled by the  c o u r t  bu t  t h e  data ape unavai lable.  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not a v a i l a b l e  by Category. -- = Not app l icab le .  

CJudge in fo rmat ion :  

d t a r e  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

Data inc lude cases handled by 92 d i s t r i c t  and 13 d i s t r i c t  associate judges, 17 r e g u l a r  fu l l - t ime.  9 s u b s t i t u t e  fu l l - t ime.  and 166 p a r t - t i m e  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number of  informat ions o r  indictments.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non- jury t r i a l  (contested) i s  counted when the  f i r s t  wi tness i s  SYOPII. 

fseginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1979 C o u r t  year does n o t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 Court year: 
The d i s p a r i t y  between there  f i g u r e s  i s  due t o  inventory  cor rec t ions .  

9Change i n  pending does not equal the  d i f f e r e n t e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
Figures are as reported i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed f rom f i l e d .  disposed, and end pending data.  
Time interval data were estimated from percentages given i n  t h e  annual report .  

$Data are not complete: 
Estate. to ta l  c i v i l ,  and grand t o t a l  disposed f i g u r e s  do not i nc lude guardianship and conservatorship, or t rus teesh ip .  
To ta l  c i v i l  pending does not inc lude estate data. 
Grand t o t a l  pending does not inc lude e s t a t e  or  j u v e n i l e  data. 

S m a l l  c la ims total inc ludes cares handled by the  clerk. 

Regular c r im ina l  cases handled by t h e  d i s t r i c t  judges i n c l u d e  fe lon ies  and appeals. 
Felony pending i s  t h e  t o t a l  f o r  a l l  regu la r  c r i m i n a l  ca tegor ies  ( fe lony. appeal. i n d i c t a b l e  misdemeanor). 

magistrates.  

jExp lanat ion  o f  data included i n  the  category:  
The cases a re  not l i s t e d  as f i l e d  OP pending i n  t h e  "by c l e r k "  category because the  

cases are f i l e d  as regu la r  cases and not as cares t o  be S p e c i f i c a l l y  disposed by t h e  c l e r k .  

c r i m i n a l )  pending cases are inc luded i n  t h e  fe lony  ( regu la r  c r i m i n a l )  data. 

ions and j u v e n i l e  cases disposed represent t h e  number O f  cases c losed by formal hear ing.  
E s t a t e ,  guardianship and conservatorship,  t rus teesh ip ,  and regu la r  c r i m i n a l  ( fe lony)  cases are handled by d i s t r i c t  judges only. 
Formal hearings were he ld  i n  239 o f  t h e  13,027 p r e l i m i n a r y  hearing cases disposed by associate judges and r e g u l a r  magistrates.  
Nonindictable s t a t e  and non ind ic tab le  ordinance Cases are handled by d i s t r i c t  associate judges, r e g u l a r  f u l l - t i m e ,  s u b s t i t u t e  f u l l - t i m e ,  and 

par t - t ime magistrates.  
I n  add i t ion  t o  the  total c r i m i n a l  cases disposed. t h e r e  were 685 rearch warrants .  607 r e i r e d  proper ty  hearings. and 129 miscellaneous ac t ions  

handled by d i s t r i c t  associate judges, r e g u l a r  f u l l - t i m e  magistrates and Subst i tu te  f u l l - t i m e  magistrates,  and 587 search YaPPants. and 351 
seized proper ty  hearings and 422 miscellaneous ac t ions  handled by p a r t - t i n e  magistrates.  

Source: Court Admin is t ra to r  o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Oepartment, 1978 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report, Iowa J u d i c i a r y  (Der Maines. Iowa: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  
are from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



KANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 jurticer 
Jurirdiction: 
~ Excluriveappellate jurisdiction in 

Clarr A and B felonier and sentences 
with a maximum of life. 
. Excluriveoriginal jurisdiction in any 

suit in laworequity,andany 
controversy relating to the appor- 
tionment of representation in the 
state legirlature. 

where a rtatuteof Kanrar or of 
theunitedstateshaibeen held 
U"CO"Stit"tiO".l. 

- AppelldteiUrirdiction by right o f  
conifitutiOnal iJI"ei previoudy 
decided by the Court of Appeals. 

- Discretionary appellate jurisdiction 
overall decisions made by the Court 
of Appeals.. 

- Excluriveappellate jurisdiction incases 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Al l  appeals from District Court except 

thorereviewable by theDirtrict 
Courtorinwhichdirectappeal tothe 
Supreme Court is possible. 

- Writs of habear corpus. 

DISTRICT COURT (29) 
70 district, 64 a s m i a t e  district. and 
76 dirtr ir t  magirtrale judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- General  original jurisdiction in all civil 

matters unlerr provided by law. 
- General original jurisdiction in all 

~ ~ i m i n d l m d f ~ e r e u n l e r r  provided by 

-Juvenile jurirdiction. 
- Appeals by District Magistrate judge 

~ a e e i  may be heard by District and 
Associate District judger. 

- Appeals from Municipal Court and 
Administrative Asenrier. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
( S  384) 

356 judges 
Jurisdiction. 
- City ordinance violatione ( le is  than 
one year imprisonment) including 
traffic. 

Nn iiiru k r i i l s  
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Court of 

jurisdiction 
ge"er.il 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

f lndicaterrouteof appeal 
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KANSAS SUPREME COURT 
Court o f  l a s t  resort 

7 j u s t i c e s  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 

Cases: 
M e a l s :  

C i r l l  ......................................................... X x (XI= X X 
X Criminal ...................................................... X x 137 

Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case: ...................................... X X ................................................... 304 -767 
Uorkmen's compensation 

Tota l  appeals 

&her cases: 
Or ig ina l  proce,edings: 

O r i g i n a l  Ju r i sd i c t i on :  
Habea? corpus .............................................. N t A  
Fandamus ................................................... N t A  
M h e r  w r i t s  ................................................ NIA 

To ta l  ....................................................... NIA 
Discipi in.m ................................................. ntA 

To ta l  ......................................................... N I A  

P e t i t i o n s  for review Court of Appeals dec is ions .............. N t A  
Tota l  o t h e r  cases ............................................... -V'6 

Requests to appeal: 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

33 

120 N t A  - E - + + -  MIA m 

X NtA 
X N t A  
X N t A  
X N I A  
X N t A  

10 NtA 

To ta l  cases ..................................................... 221fi 443 ( l i p  416 ( i i ) e  2071 

Other ormeedinor :  .~~~ ~ 

Rehearing requests: 

Other matters: 
l b t i o n s  fop rehear ing ........................................ 0 

I b t i o n s  ...................................................... - 0 

53 

833 - 

531: 0 

833 0 

To ta l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 0 886 886 0 

D i s p o r i t i o n  O f  cases 

Appeals 
Requests 

C i v i l  Cr iminal  Agency To ta l  t o  appeal -- 
By opinion: 

X 175 _ _  
x 28 _- Affirrned .............. X 94 

Reversed .............. X 8 
A f f i r ned  i n  pa r t ,  

Dismissed ............. X 4 X 
-- rev i sed  i n  p a r t  ..... X 12 x 28 

7 _- 
U i  t hou t  opinion: 

Voluntary d ismissals  .. X 7 x 19 __ 
Dismissals by cou r t  ... X 1 X 4 -- _ _  11 Granted _ _  _ _  ................... _ _  _ _  102 Denied _ _  .................... 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM pro jec t .  
Blank. s&e - Not enough in fo rma t ion  i s  known. The category may o r  may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
x I Q$:,;d.$a f o r  t h i s  case t ype  are know t o  be i nc luded  i n  the t o t a l  but were no t  ava i l ab le  by Category. -- - Not- i p p l i c a b l e .  

%res not included i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
o i s  f o r  review o f  Court of Appeals dec is ions when granted are not counted as disposed cases u n t i l  the r e s u l t i n g  appeal 4s disposed: a 
f i l i n g  i s  not counted f o r  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal. These granted p e t i t i o n s  fw review a re  t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 
-,pending f i g u r e  f a r  t h e  1979 c o u r t  year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o w t  year: 
s are a s  aiven i n  t h e  annual reoor t .  . 

a i l a b l e  f o r  requests t o  appeal cases. 

d from t h e  Court of Appeals. 

These cares a re  no t  inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  cases beginning 

53 na t i ons  f o r  rehear ing disposed. none were granted. 

Source: O f f i c e  of the Jud ic ia l  Admin is t ra t ion.  Annual Report on t h e  Courts o f  Kansas. J u l y  1, 1978 through June 30. 1979 (Topeka. Kansas: 
November, 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been Computed where necessary. 



WuS COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate Lppe l l a te  Court 

7 judger  
July 1. 1978 t o  &ne 30. 1979 
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tnd 
pending F i l e d  oisposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 

ApppllS: 
C i v i l  ........................................................ X 
Criminal  ..................................................... 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. -i& 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceEdings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appeal - 

Tota l  o the r  cases ............................................. ........................................... 

X 
X 

-Bm 

X 
X 

- 7 n  

X 
X --m 

Total cases ..................................................... 6Olf 816 772 645 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Other matters: 
Motions f o r  rehear ing ........................................ 0 31k 

Pot ions ...................................................... 0 

31k 0 * 0 

Tota l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... 0 2,587 , 2,587 0 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

C i v i l  Cr iminal  To ta l  
Appeals terminated by opin ion . . . - Z T b T T i F  

Dispos i t i on  of appeals 
C i r l i l  - 

Affirmed ............................. 215 
Reversed ............................. 1 
Aff i rmed i n  par t .  reversed i n  p a r t  ... LO 
Remanded ............................. 9 
Reversed and remanded ................ 32 
Dismissed ............................ 6 
U i t h o u t  opinion: 

Voluntary d ismissals  ............... 165 
Dismissals by cou r t  ................ 15 
Other .............................. X 
Transferred t o  Supreme Court ....... 0 

109 
2 
4 
2 

14 
2 

33 
11 

X 
0 

Total 

324 
6 

14 
11 
46 

8 

198 
29 

136 
0 

~ ~ 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH p ro jec t .  
Blank space * Not enough in format ion i s  known. The case category may or  may no t  be handled by the cou r t .  
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case type ape known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 cou r t  year  does no t  equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1978 cou r t  year: 

kAdd i t i ona l  In format ion:  
As noted i n  the annual repo r t ,  t h e  f i gu res  Pef lect  adjustments made t o  t h e  f i g u r e r  as prev ious ly  repor ted.  

A l l  31 of t h e  rehear ing requests were denied. 
Cases disposed inc lude  136 cases t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the Supreme Court. 

Source: Off ice o f  the Jud ic ia l  Admin is t ra t ion.  Annual Report on t h e  COUPtS of Kansas, J u l y  1, 1978 t h r o u  h June 30. 1979 (Topeka. Kansas: 
November 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed vhe% necessary. 
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KANSAS DISTRICT COURT 

Cour t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 
29 d i s t r i c t s :  70 d i s t r i c t ,  64 assoc ia te  d i s t r i c t .  and 76 d i s t r i c t  mag is t ra te  judger 

c i  v i  13: 
Tort :  

Auto t o r t :  
Auto negligence ........................................... 

Profess ional  t o r t :  
Medical negligence ........................................ 

Product l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ...................................... 
Other t o r t :  

Property damage ........................................... 
Other t o r t  ................................................ 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
Total ........................................................ 

Contract  ...................................................... 
h a 1 1  c l a i m *  ................................................. 
Real p roper t y  r i gh ts :  

Personal proper ty  ........................................... 
Real p roper t y  ............................................... 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Warri'age d i sso lu t i on :  

Divorce. annulment. o r  separate maintenance ............... 
Dommltic re la t i ons :  

Supportfcurtody: 
U.R.E.S.A. inward ......................................... 
U.R.E.S.A. outward ........................................ 

Tota l  ...................................................... 
Adoption .................................................... 
Other domestic r e l a t i o n s  .................................... 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Mental hea l th  treatment proceedings ......................... 
Alcohol treatment proceedings ............................... 

Mental health: 

rota1 ........................................................ 
.................... 
.................... .................... 

Total ...................................................... 
D8ermina t ion  o f  descent .................................. 

Tota'l ...................................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

a1 w r i t s  ............................................... 

Othec estate: 

n t ice l laneous probate act ions ............................. 
............................................ 
............................................ 

Total c i v i l  .................................................... 

y ........................................................ 
anor ................................................... ........................................................ 

Total c r im ina l  ................................................. 

ng wh i le  i n t o x i c a t e d  ................................... 
t r a f f i c  ............................................... 

i l e  t r a f f i c  ............................................ 
Total ........................................................ 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 
Juvenile: 

uent .................................................. 
ant ................................................... 
d or t r u a n t  ........................................... .......................................... 

no"-offense: 

Other  j uven i l e :  
Oependent/neglected ......................................... 
lnformal j u v e n i l e  ........................................... 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
X 

9.375fi 

N I A  
N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N/A 
N/A 
N I A  

X 

X 
21,287 

30,662fi 

~ 

4.051 
4.346j 
2 

8,397f 

Nlh 

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
H I 1  

N I A  

N/A 
N l A  

F i l e d  pending Disposed 

1.332 

132 
101 

1.600 
1.862 
3.462 
5.027 

32,159 
11.875 

1.672 
8.107 
9.779 

20,215 

1,835 
1.423 
3,258 
2,019 
1.390 

26,882 

1.806 
713 

2.519 

5.908 

1.902 
277 

2,179 

2,202 
1.336 
3,538 

11,625 
188 

279 
3.680 

104.013 

9,901 
14.420 

842 

25,163 

3,944 

267.314 
416 

267.730 

271,674 

3.858 

4,652 
2,231 
6,883 

2.176 

17,193 

30,110 

~ 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N I A  

X 
X 
X 

14,831 

X 
X 
X 

N I A  
X 

24.2271 

N I A  
N/A 
N I A  

5.036 

944 
134 

1,078 

2,202 
1.336 
3,538 
9,652 

X 

X 
X 

79.679 

__ 

10,255 
16.669j 
_Isr 
26.924 

X 

X 
716 

X 

261.168 

- 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

N/A 
11,122i 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N I A  

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N I A  
X 

10,011i 

N I A  
N I A  
* / A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N/A 

N I A  
N I A  
N/A 
N I A  

X 

X 
X 

~ 

35.9581 

3,697 
2,939j 
2 
6.636 

N I A  

N I A  
N/A 

N/R 
N/A 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

38,407fi 430,960 378.8934 42,5941 
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Contested t r i a l d  Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Felony Misdeneanorm 
Non-jury Total 

c i r i1 :  P leas  of g u i l t y  ......................... 4.795 9.461 14,256 ....................... ............................... oomestic re la t ions '  .. -- 3.027 3,027 T r i a l  conv ic t ions  446 469 915 
Other c i v i l  .......... 380 3,544 3.924 Acquit ted 153 176 329 

Total  ................. 380 6.571 6,951 Dismissed by prosecutor ................. 2.858 3,683 6.541 
Cr imina l  : Dismissed by judge ...................... 868 1.155 2,023 

Felony ............... 463 136 599 Other ................................... 1,135 1.725 2,860 
Misdemeanorm ......... 81 564 645 

Traffic. ............... 45 4.929 4,974 
T o t a l  ................. 544 700 1,244 C i v i l  d i  sposi t l o n r i  

Grand t o t a l  ............. 969 12.200 13,169 Domestic Other 
relat ions'  c i v i l  Total  

Pleas o f  g u i l t y  .... 206,246 Dismissals ......... 6.338 15,782 22,120 

O i  mi s led  .......... 9,051 Contested. no 
formal t r i a l  ...... 1,270 1.841 3.117 

Other .............. 1.167 1,968 3.135 

--- T r a f f i c  d i s p o i i t i o o s m  

Bond f o r f e i t u r e  .... 40.1R1 Uncontested ........ 12.425 22.279 34,704 

Age of pending caseload (6130/79) 

6 months or  less 7 t o  12 months 13 t o  18 m n t h s  19 t o  24 months ove r  24 months 
C i v i l :  

Domestic re1 a t i  onsm ........... 7.0ill 1.650 622 388 350 
Other c i v i l  ................... 13.303 6.238 2.974 1,716 1,716 

Total  .......................... 20,304 7.888 3,596 2,104 2,066 
Cr imina l :  . 

Felany ........................ 2.449 
Misdemeanor ................... 1,629 

Tota l  .......................... 4.078 

654 
539 

1,193 

24 7 
263 
510 

147 
233 
380 

200 
275 
475 

3oldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f l c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH pro jec t .  
Y I A  - This case type i s  handled by t h e  cour t ,  bu t  t h e  data ape unavai lable.  
1 = The data fo7 t h i s  case type a r e  known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  but were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. - -  - Not appl icable.  

'Case d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted a t  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  care  u n i t  O f  count i s  the  number o f  informat ions, indictments,  o r  conp la in ts .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  impaneled. 
A nan- jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  the  care  i s  contested (an at to rney  appears i n  opposi t ion).  

'Beginning pending f i g u r e  fo r  the  1979 court  year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1978 Court year: 
Figures a r e  as given i n  the  annual repor t .  

IOata a re  no t  complete: 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  pending and disposed f i g u r e s  do no t  inc lude adopt ion cases. 
Tota l  estate.  t o t a l  c i v i l .  and grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f igures  do not include o ther  e s t a t e  cases. 
To ta l  c i v i l  pending f igures do no t  inc lude 5-11 c l a i m ,  adoptions, mental heal th,  or e s t a t e  cases. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  disposed f igures  do no t  inc lude Small C l a i m ,  adoption, 07 - t a l  h e a l t h  cases. 
Grand t o t a l  pending f igurer  do not i n c l u d e  s e l l  c l a I 5 .  adoption, m t a l  health. estate. t r a f f i c .  o r  juvenile cases. 

Pending and disposed misdereanors inc lude c r i m i n a l  appeals. 
F i l i n g s  Inc lude o r i g i n a l  ac t ions  and P e t ~ i d l S l r e i n s t a t e m e n t s .  
C i v i l  cares are d iv ided i n t o  t h r e e  major groupings i n  t h e  Kansas Annual Re O r t :  

Appeals ape f i l e d  i n  ca tegor ies  according t o  the na ture  O f  the  case. 

IExplanat ion O f  data included i n  t h e  Category: 

domestic r e l a t i o n s .  regu la r  act ions.  and l i m i t e d  ac t ions  
(Chapter 61 cases). Regular and l i m i t e d  ac t ions  cases inc lude contract .Ptort .  r e a l  propert). r igh ts .  c i v i l  appeals. ex t raord inary  w r i t s .  an(: 
other c i v i l  cases. They a re  d is t ingu ished from each o ther  by the  amunt  demanded i n  t h e  s u i t .  There were 17.156 regu la r  c i v i l  cases f i l e d  
and 15,282 disposed dur ing  t h e  1979 Court year. The Same elements f o r  l i m i t e d  ac t ions  were 33.956 and 30,518. 

l Informat ion an d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 
Oomeltic r e l a t i o n s  t r i a l ,  type of d i s p o s i t i o n .  and age Of pending cases data do n o t  i nc lude adopt ion cases. 
MisdemeanOP t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  data i n c l u d e  appeal Cases from l o v e r  courts. 
T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n  and t r i a l  data do no t  inc lude j u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  cases. 

iource: Office o f  t h e  Jud ic ia l  Admin is t ra to r ,  Annual Report on t h e  Courts o f  Kansas Ju ly  1 .  1978 through June 30, 1979 (Topeka. Kansas: 
November 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual Pepar ts  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o v v t e d  where necessary. 

MSN MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

384 courts. 356 j udger  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f a r  cases handled i n  t h e  Municipal   COUP^ f o r  f i s c a l  year 1979. 
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SUPREME COURT 
7justicee 
jurisdiction: 
- Directappealron judgment of death, 

life imprisonment, or imprisonment 

- Motions to tranrfer from Court of 
Appeals forcaures of great and im- 
mediate importance. 

Appeals decirionr. 

forover20yearr. 

- Discretionary review of Court of 

KENTUCKY COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

I I decisions. 
I 1 1 

CIRCUIT COURT (56) 
87judger 

some other court. 

. Onginal criminal. 
- Civil actions over $1,500. 

Appeals on the record. 

DISTRICT COURT (56) 
114 judges 

DISTRICT COURT 

lurisdiction: 

involving $l,soo or less, provided the 
case doer not involve equity or title to 
real estate. Uncontested probate 
matterr within the e X t l Y ~ i V e  
jurisdiction of the District Court. 
Exclurive iurisdiction in misdemeanor 

-Exclurive jurisdiction in civil cares 

cases except where the charge i s  
joined w i th  a n  indictment for a felony. 
Ordinance violatione and preliminarv 
hearings. 
Juvenile matters. 

-Authorized to adjudicate local 
administrative cases. 

hlr" trial. 

SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION 

lurirdiction: 
SmallclaimrunderI 1000 

c o u r t  
of last 
resort 1 

Intermediate 

court 
appellate I 
Court of 
ge"erd 

jurisdiction I 
Court of 

limited 
jurirdiction 

Indicates rovte of appeal. t 



KEI(TUtKV YIWEIIE COURT 
Court of l a s t  resor t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  &ne 30. 1 9 7 8  
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End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

D i rec t  appeals .............................................. 
m t i o n s  f o r  t rans fe r  granted ................................ 
m t i o n s  f o r  d i sc re t i ona ry  review granted .................... 

Tota l  appeals ................................................ 
Other cases: 

Or ig ina l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Or ig ina l  ac t ions  ........................................ 
Motions f o r  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f  ........................... 

Total  .................................................... 
Bap Associat ion ac t ions  ................................. 

Total  ...................................................... 
Motion f o r  t rans fe r  ....................................... 
b t i o n  f o r  disCretiOnarY review ........................... 

Disc ip l i na ry :  

Requests t o  appeal: 

Total  ...................................................... 
Tota l  o ther  cases ............................................ 

Total  cases .................................................... 
k her proceedings : 

Rehearing requests: 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  rehear ing ...................................... 

Tota l  o t h e r  proceedings ........................................ 

71 
7 

14 

9Okl 
104 

13 
452 
465 

1-31 
6 

16 

7zkl 
88 

X 
X 
X - 
x j  

( j j  

X 

X 
X 

10 - 6f 49 45 

6f 49 45 10 

- 

loldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM pro jec t .  
: - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

'Pa r t i cu la r  CouPt or repo r t i ng  system informat ion:  
The cou r t  changed i t s  repo r t i ng  pe r iod  from the  calendar year  t o  the  f i s c a l  year. s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h i s  repor t .  

!Cases not included i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  
n o t i o n s  fo r  t r a n s f e r  and motions fo r  d i sc re t i ona ry  review granted are not counted as disposed u n t i l  t he  appeal i s  disposed: a f i l i n g  i s  

'Beginning pending f i gu re  fo r  the 1979 cou r t  year does no t  equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 cour t  year: 
Between 1978 and 1979 the  cour t  changed i t s  r e p o r t i n g  pe r iod  from the  calendar year t o  the  f i s c a l  year. 

As a resu l t .  there  i s  a s i x  
month o v w l a p  between data repor ted  here and those contained i n  t h e  1978 e d i t i o n  O f  t h i s  repor t .  

n o t  counted fo r  the  r e s u l t i n g  appeal. 

data rermrted here do not m t c h  the  end pending data contained i n  the  1978 e d i t i o n  Of t h i s  repor t .  

There granted p e t i t i o n s  are the  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

As a resu l t .  the  beginning pending 

Data are not 'complete:  

Explanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  the  Category: 

Add i t iona l  informat ion:  

Figures fo r  t o t a l  othep cases pending do not inc lude o r i g i n a l  ac t i on  cases. 

Pending o r i g i n a l  ac t ions  are inc luded w i t h  the  pending appeal cases. 

Bar Associat ion f i l i n o s  inc luded 37 d l l c i D l l n l P Y  ac t ions  and 53 o ther  mattepsi  d i lDOsit iOns inc luded 28 d i lC iD l i na rY  act ions and 44 other 

ource: Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i ce  O f  t he  Courts, Annual Report, 1979-80 (Frankfort ,  Kentucky). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r a  the  annual repor t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and add i t i ona l  in fo rmat ion  were Supplied by the  C le rk  Of t he  Court. 
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KENTUCKY COURT OF APPEALS 

In te rmed ia te  appe l la te  court 
14 judges 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979b 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
c i v i l  ....................................................... 758f 1,386 1.440 704 
c r im ina l  .................................................... 197f 383 365 215 

Total  appeals ................................................ -"f T;ms -TIT 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  ju r i sd ic t ion :  
O r i g i n a l  ac t ions  ........................................ 16f 53 58 11 
Act ions f o r  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f  ........................... 6f 18 17 7 

Total  ...................................................... 22f 71 75 18 

D iscre t ionary  review ...................................... of 23 16 7 
Total Other cases ............................................ 94 91 25 

T o t a l  cases ................................................... 977f 1.863 1,896 944 

Requests t o  appeal: 
- - - 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing req ies ts :  

P e t i t i o n s  fo r  rehearing: 
C i v i l  ..................................................... 82f 
Cr iminal  .................................................. gf 

Total  ...................................................... 9 l f  

236 
49 

285 - 
250 
48 
298 

68 
10 
78 

Tota l  o ther  QPOceedfngS ........................................ 9 l f  285 298 78 

Manner of  d i s p o s i t i o n l  

Pub1 ished bn-pub1 i Shed 
O p f n l O n  op in ion  Total 

Total  cases ................... 214 927 1.141 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  pro jec t .  

b p a r t i c u l a r  cour t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system information: 
The court  changed i t s  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  from the  calendar year t o  the  f i s c a l  year. StaPt ing w i t h  t h i s  repor t .  

f8eginnjhg pending f i g u r e  f a r  t h e  1979 Court year does no t  equal the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 court year :  
Bet$C.en 1978 and 1979 t h e  Court :hanged i t s  r e p o r t i n g  per iod  from the  calendar year t o  t h e  f i s c a l  year. 

dhfa reported here do no t  match t h e  end pending data contained i n  t h e  1978 e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  repor t .  
ISpeCial source or r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 

v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

As a r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  i s  a r i x -  
m6pth over lap between data reported h e m  and those contained i n  t h e  1978 e d i t i o n  O f  t h i s  repor t .  

As a r e s u l t .  the  beginning pending 

The numberr o f  published and UnpYblllhed opinions rendered by the  COUPt d u r i n g  1979 were provided by the  Clerk of t h e  Court dur ing  data 

Source: AdminlStrat lve Office O f  the  C O U r t S ,  h n u a l  Report, 1979-80 (Frankfort .  Kentucky). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repor t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and add i t ions  and CorPectiOns w e ~ e  Supplied by t h e  Clerk o f  the  Court dur ing  data 
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



KENTUCKY CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of qeneral j u r i s d i c t i o n  

56 d i s t r i c t s .  81 Judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 197+ 
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End 
pending pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i r i l d :  
Law: 

O o m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  
c i v i l  s u i t  ................................................... 
Adoption: 

Other domestic n l a t i o n s :  
Adoption and te rmina t ion  o f  paren ta l  r i g h t s  ................ 
Oomestic r e l a t i o n s J  ........................................ 

Total  ......................................................... 
Mental hea l thJ  ................................................. 
Appeal : 

Appeal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

Appeal o f . t r i a 1  c o u r t  case: 
Uorkmen's cowensat ion  ..................................... 
PrObateJ ................................................... 
C i v i l  appeal ............................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
Total  ......................................................... 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
ather c i v i i j  ................................................... 

Criminald:  
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Cr imina l  ..................................................... 
Appeal ......................................................... 

Total  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

N t A  

N/A 

NtA 
NtA 
NtA 

NIA 

N t A  
NtA 
N t A  
N/A 

N/A 
NtA 

NtA 
W/A 

NtA 

17,461 

2,266 

30,917 
33,183 

2.181 

744 

102 
289 
391 

1.135 
5,454 

60,414 

10.124 
388 

10.512 

17,275 

2.175 

27,653 
29.828 

2.544 

592 

189 
228 
417 

1.009 
I 5 535 

56.191 

9.259 
328 

9.587 

N t R  

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NtA 

NtA 
I I t A  
UtA 
NIA 

N/A 
NtA 

NtA 
N/A 

Nt1 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NIA 70,926 65.778 NIA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CStH p r o j e c t .  
NtA - This case type i s  handled by t h e  Court, but  the  data a r e  unavai lable.  

' P a r t i c u l a r  C O U r t  or  r e p o r t i n g  systen in fo rmat ion :  
The Court changed i t s  r e p o r t i n g  per iod  f r o m  the  calendar year t o  t h e  f i s c a l  year. s t a r t i n g  with t h i s  repor t .  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants. 

DOmestic r e l a t i o n s  cases inc lude contested and uncontested divorces, separations. annulments. and c e r t a i n  post-divorce hear ings f o r  

Henta l  h e a l t h  cases inc lude both i n v o l u n t a r y  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  and competency hearings. 
Probate cases are p r i m a r i l y  w i l l  contests and exceptions t o  probate set t lements o f  the  O i r t r i c t , C o u r t .  
Gther c i v i l  cases i nc lude tax, zoning, and other a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  board appeals: r t a t e - i n i t i a t e d , f i r c a l  S u i t s  f rom t h e  Department of 

Revenue, Unenployment Compensation Board, etc;  Uniform Reciprocal Support Act cases; cases i n v o l v i n g  on ly  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f ;  and 
o ther  cases not s p e c i f i c a l l y  categor ized elsewhere on t h e  p r o f i l e .  

As a r e s u l t .  t h e r e  i s  a s i x -  
month over lap  between data reported here and those contained i n  the  1978 e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  report .  

k a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

JExplanat ion o f  data included i n  the category: 

m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  support. custody. V i s i t a t i o n  r i g h t s .  etc.  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  Office of the  Courts, Annual Report. 1979-80 (Frankfort ,  Kentucky). 
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. and c o r r e c t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n a l  data were suppl ied by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c o u r t s  
d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  



280 
KENTUCKY DISTRICT COURT 

Court  O f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
56 d i s t r i c t s .  114 judges 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 19S@ 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

BeginningJ 
pending 

C i  v i  Id:  
L8U: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Other est+: 

b a l l  C l a i E  ................................................... 
Esta te :  

ProbateJ ................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald:  
M i s d e r a n o r  .................................................... 
I r c l i m i n a r y  hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 

T r a f f  i cd : 

Total  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
J u r e n i l d :  

To ta l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

50.323 
28.435 

30.579 
109.337 

174.418 

23.496 

197.914 

NIA 

- 
U I A  

251,740 

__ 
35.828 

34.183 
21,904 

- 17.940 

74.027 

152.299 

21,149 

173.448 

__ 
220.226 

NIA 
MIA 

N/A 
NIA 

MIA 

N/II 
NIA 

- 
N I A  

28,718 

U I A  594.819 496,419 U I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM pro jec t .  
N I A  - T M S  case type i s  handled by the  cour t .  bu t  t he  data w e  unavai lable.  

b p a r t i  u ~ a r  Court or repo r t i ng  system i n f o m a t i o n :  
rt changed i t s  repo r t i ng  pe r iod  frm the calendar year t o  the  f i s c a l  year. s t a r t i n g  w i th  t h i s  repor t .  As d r e s u l t ,  there  i s  I s i x -  

i t i o n  or ""it o f  C 0 " " t :  
h over lap between data repor ted  here and those contained i n  the  1978 e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  repor t .  

1 case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
im ina l .  t r a f f i c .  and j u v e n i l e  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  numbep o f  defendants. 

a t e  category inc ludes  n a m  changes, and var ious o ther  f i duc ia ry  appointments (guardianships. c o r n i t t e e  f i d u c i a r i e s  f o r  
etents.  conservatorships,  etc.), as we l l  as other  e s t a t e  carer. 

jExp of data included i n  the  category: 

cares inc lude delinquency. Status, dependency. neg lec t .  needy. and abuse cases. as we l l  as p a t e r n i t y  ac t ions  and adu l t  v io la t i ons  
530.060-.070 (endangering the  welfare of or unlawful t ransac t i on  w i t h  a minor) .  

Source: M m i n i s t r a t i v e  Off ice O f  the  Courts, Annual Report, 1979-80 (Frankfort ,  Kentucky). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been Computed where necessary. and rev i s ions  were made t o  a l l  data by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  the  cour ts  dur ing  data 
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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C 

- 
SUPREME COURT 

7jmtices 
]urirdiction: 
- General wpewirory jurisdiction. 
- Appeals in criminal cases with finer 

greater than $500. sentence greater 
than 6 months.civilcarer,andonrti- 
tutionality of ordinance or statute. 

disciplinary proceedings against a 
member of the bar. 

- Exclurive original jvridiction of 

Court 
of last  
reeort 1 

I 

t A 
1 

Intermediate 
Fine greater 
than$soO. 
Sentence 

Criminal greater than 
bmonthr.  

‘ I  COUTt 

COURTS OF APPEAL (4) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civilappealaonly. Appeals fromFamily 

Cuurt. Juvenile court .  d 

4 I I 
4 

Civil 

1 magistrate 

- Onginal civil jurirdiction. 
- Exclusive immovable pmprty.  election. 

pmbate. dvil rights, and rmeiverrhip 
juridiction. 

- Original criminal jvrirdiction. 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 
Appeals de n o w  and on record. 

Civil. 
Juvenile 

Civil greater 
than(6100. 

Civil le51 than $100. 
Fine less than $500. 

Sentence le31 than 6 months. 

COURT 
3judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Adoption. non- 
support, desertion. 
separation, divorce. 

-Adult crimes against 
iuveni le~ nul punish- 
able by death or hard 
labor. 

-Neglect. delinquency. 

8judger 
lurirdiction: 
-In Caddo, Jefferson, 
and Orleans Parisher. 

II I JUVENILE 
COURT(3) 

PARISH COURT 
OF JEFFERSON 
PARISH (2) 
3 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
Civil actions under I I I -$l,ooo, 

-Criminal not punirh- 

N o  jury t r i a l s  

-Desertion, no“- 

able by hard labor. 

, , , 
 neglect, delinquency. -IL I 

JUSTICE OF CITY COURT (49) 

COURT (445) 
58 judger 
lurirdiction: 
-Civil varies from lerr 

445jurticerof the than $100 to  lerr than 

Juridiction:  criminal not punish- 
-Civil actions under able by hard labor. 

or familycourt. 
cases. 

N o  jury trials. 
No jury trial.. 

I MAYOR’S COURT (240) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violationr. I 
N o  jury trials. u 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS 

Jurisdiction: Jurirdirtion: 
- City ordinance violations except 

No iurv trials. 

TRAFFIC COURT OF 

- Municipalordinance, trafficviolationr. 

N o  jury trials. traffic. 

Cour to f  

jurirdiction 
general 

Courts of 
limited 

iurisdirtion 

Indicates routeof appeal. t 
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LOUISIAM SUPREME COURT 

Court o f  l a s t  resort  
7 j u s t i c e s  

January 1. 1979 t o  Deceaber 31. 1979 

pending e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals : . 

Appeals1 ..................................................... N I A  
W i t s  granted ................................................ N i A  

Total  appeals ................................................. N/A 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  prmeedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Other matters ............................................. NIA 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  p e t i t i a n s j  ......................... N I A  
Total  ....................................................... NIA 

W i t s  ...................................................... N I A  
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. -ATR 

Discipllnar).: 

Requests t o  appeal : 

70 

8 
78 

2,271 
3'19 

45 

i i j 
56 

NIA 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... N I A  2.842 (5zg)e 2.763 ( m ) e  NIA 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. N I A  209 201 J.!! 

Tota l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... N I A  209 201 N/A 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Or ig ina l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  D i s c i p l i n a r y  Requests t o  appeal Total  cases Rehearing requests ............... 1 11 _ _  407 18 
Per curiam without op in ion  ... 217 44 0 _ _  261 0 
U r i t t e n  op in ion  

With orders .................. 286 
Dismissed .................... IO 
Granted _- 
Denied _- 
Not considered ............... -- 

...................... ....................... 
0 
0 _ _  _ _  
0 

0 
0 11 

529 
1.462 

50 

286 
21 

529 
1.462 

50 

0 
0 

19 
182 

0 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlN p r o j e c t .  
Blank  pace - Not enough in fo rmat ion  i s  known. 
NIA - This case type i s  handled by the  Court. bu t  the  data are unavai lable.  -- - Not appl icable.  

%res not inc luded i n  the t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

jExp,l?l)qMon o f  data inc luded i n  the  category: 

The case category may o r  may no t  be handled by the  Court .  

A w i t  granted i s  not counted as disposed u n t i l  the  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed: a f i l i n g  i s  not counted f o r  the  r e s u l t i n g  appeal. These 
granted w r i t s  are t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses i n  the  p r o f i l e .  

r$e% f i l e d  i n c l u d e  a few habeas corpus o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  Cases. 
On$inal  j u r i s d i c t i o n  p e t i t i o n s  under d i s c i p l i n a r y  inc lude some n o n d i r c i p l i n a r y  bar matters as w e l l  as d i s c i p l i n a r y  Cases. 

Source: J u d i c i a l  Admin is t ra to r ,  J u d i c i a l  Council Annual Report w i t h  1979 S t a t i s t i c s  and Related Data (Nev Orleans, Louisiana), S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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In tenned ia te  appe l la te  court 

4 c i r c u i t s .  2F j udger  
January 1. 1979 t o  kea l rer  31. 1979 
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F i l e d  oisposed pendinq 
e 

pending 

:ases:  
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ X 
Total  appeals ................................................. 7 2.269 m 2.046h m X 

7 

Other carer:  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

b i t s  .................................................... X 395 384h X 

Total  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 7 -7% -3m x 
Total  cases ..................................................... 1,395fl 2,664 2.430 1,1479l 

I t h e r  proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. NIA & 589 N/A 

Total  o ther  proceedings ......................................... N I A  N I A  589 NIA 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  cares Status of  pending caseload1 (12131179) 

Judgments rendered ............. 1.802 
Cases dismissed ................ 244 

O r i g i n a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  

Granted .......... 84 
Refused .......... 300 

To be argued .................. 932 
Argued but no t  decided ........ 215 

l a l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C laSSi f i ca t ions  used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
3lank space - Not enough in fo rmat ion  i s  known. 
MIA - This case t w e  i s  handled by the  cour t .  but  t h e  data are  unavai lable.  

The Case category m y  or may not be handled by the  cou r t .  

1. - The data fo r  t h i s  case type  are known t o - b e  inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

% o w t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

'Judge in fo rmat ion :  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1979 couvt year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year. 

9Change i n  pending does not equal the  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions :  

The c o u r t  hears c i r l l  appeals only. 

One r e t i r e d  judge was a lso  assigned t o  hear carer  i n  t h e  Fourth C i r c u i t  o f  the  Courts of Appeal. 

Figure i s  as ca lcu la ted  from data given i n  the  annual repor t .  

Figures are as d w n  i n  the  annual r e m r t  and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  mwt. 
hFigur; was computes: 

ISpec ia l  source or r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 

The w r i t s  disposed f i g u r e  was computed by adding w i t s  Pefused and Wri ts granted. 
The appeals disposed f i g u r e  was computed by adding together  carer  dismissed and judgments rendered. 

Beginning and end pending f igures  were provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  cour t  d u i i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: J u d i c i a l  Admin i r t ra to r ,  J u d i c i a l  Council Annual Report w i t h  1979 S t a t i s t i c s  and Related Data (New Orleans. Louisiana). S t a t i s t i c s  
are from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. an6 a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion  was suppl ied by t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  court  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



284 
LOUISIAN4 OlSlRlCT COURT 

Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
k0 d i s t r i c t s .  133 judges. 7 c a n i s r i o n e r s .  and 1 magis t ra te  

January 1. 1979 t o  DecRnber 31, 1979 

F i l e d  Disposed pend in1  
~ 

ci  v i  Id: 

pending 

- __ - - 
Total  c i v i l  .................................................... N I A  152.965 NIA NIA 

c r i n i n a l d :  - __ - - 
Total  c r im ina l  ................................................. N I A  264,805 NIA Nlk 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... N I A  417.770 

Trial1 

a N a n - j u r y m  

c i v i l  ...... 434 n/A nIA 
Cr imina l  ... 767 N I A  nIk 

Total  cases ... 1.201 N I A  nib 

NJA NIA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
NIA This case type i s  handled by t h e  court .  but  the  data are unava i lab le .  

%re d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The cr iminal  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number o f  defendants on t h e  in fo rmat ion  o r  ind ic tment .  

Source: J u d i c i a l  Administrator,  J u d i c i a l  Council Annual Report w i t h  1979 S t a t i s t i c s  and Related Data (New Orleans. Louisiana). S t a t i s t i c s  .we 
from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been carrputed where necessary. and r e v i s i o n s  *ere made by t h e  s t a t e  cour t  admin is t ra t i ve  
o f f i c e  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

LOUISIA)(L F M I L l  COURT AND JUVENILE COURTb 
Court  o f  limited j u r i r d i c t l o n  

1 court. 3 judges; 3 courts.  8 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Dec&r 31. 1979 

pending 
* pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. N I A  35,880 NIA N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... N/A 35.880 NlA NIA 

Boldhace hepdingr i n d i c a t e  t h e  ClaSSif iCat ionr used by the  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
NyA -mil. case type i s  handled by the  cou r t .  but  the  data are unava i lab le  

bParticu+ar court or r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion:  
The llduisiana j u d i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  System i s  undergoing n o d i f i c a t i o n s .  F i l i n g s  from Caddo Family Court and Juvenile Court were der ived from 

nOY case numbers assigned and counts of d ispos i t ions .  and may not be comparable t o  data from t h e  o ther  courts.  

source: Jud ic ia l  Administrator,  J u d i c i a l  Council Annual Report wi th 1979 S t a t i s t i c s  and Related Data (New Orleans. Louis iana).  
from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been corrputed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are 
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LOUISIANA CITY COURfl AND PllRISH COURfl, AND MUNICIPAL COrnT Urn W F I C  COURT IF NEN ORLEANS 

Court  o f  l im i ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
49 courts.  54 judges: 2 c w r t s ,  3 judges: 1 court .  4 judges ; 1 court. 4 judger 

January 1, 1979 t o  k e n h e r  31. 1979 

End 
pending Beginning F i l e d  oirposed pending 

c i  v i  Id: 
La": 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald:  
Ilisdemeanor: 

S ta te  misdemeanor ............................................ 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  ............................................ 

Total  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

Other t r a f f i c  r i o l a t l o n :  
S ta te  cases .................................................. 
Ordinance cares .............................................. 
Juven i le  t r a f f i c - c i t y  ........................................ 
Juven i le  t r a f f i c - s t a t e  ....................................... 

Total  ......................................................... 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juveni ld: 
cri.ina1-type offense: 

Oe1inquency .................................................. 
Neglect  ...................................................... 
Special proceedings .......................................... 

Tota l  juvenile .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

Wn-offense: 

Other j u v e n i l e :  

NIA 69,223 

NIA 69.223 

- 

NIR 29.270 
N/A 93.058 __ 

NIR 122,328 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

911 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

W/A 
NIA 

96.497 
304.805 

5.870 
9781 

408,150 

408,150 

4,310 

401 

400 

5,111 

- 42.414 W/A 
42.414 N/A 

25.882 NIR 

99,065 NIA 

-1 

88.468 
236.549 

3.769 
874 

329,660 

329,660 

3.477 

36 6 

34 6 

4.189 

NIA 
NIA 
N I A  
NlA 
M I A  - 
n/A 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

NIA 604.812 475.328 NIA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
N I A  - This case type i s  handled by t h e  court .  bu t  t h e  data are unava i lab le .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 

jExp lanat ion  o f  data included i n  the  category: 

1Special source or  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of  a p e t i t i o n  or C o w l a i n t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  the  number of informat ions. indictments.  o r  complaints. 

J u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  f i l i n g s  are inc luded i n  the  j u v e n i l e  t o t a l  f i l i n g s .  

Figures footnoted were provided by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  coupts dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: J u d i c i a l  Administrator.  J u d i c i a l  Council Annual Report wi th 1979 S t a t i s t i c s  and Related Oata (Ne* Orleans. Louisiana). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e s i a ~ y .  and r e v i s i o n s  were made by the  s t a t e  cour t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o f f i c e  dur ino  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  and a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion  was r u m l i e d  by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  Of the  Courts dur ina  data 

LOUISIANA JUSTICE OF TM PEACE COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  

445 courts.  445 j u s t i c e s  of t h e  peace 
January 1, 1979 t o  Deceher 31. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Jus t ice  O f  t h e  Peace Court f o r  1979. 

LWISIAM IUIOR'S rnw 
b"rt O f  l i m i t e d  j u r i r d i c t t o "  

240 c o u r t s  
January 1. 1979 t o  k c & r  31. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Mayor's Court f o r  1979. 



286 

: 

MAINE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

I SUPREME JUDICIAL I COURT 
7jurticer 
Jurisdiction 
- Original jurisdiction in equitycon- 

current wi th  Superior Court. 
Hears finalappealrfromlowcrrourtr 
and appellate review of criminal 
rentencine. 

1 4  judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurirdiction in civil. 

Equitymatterr relating toertater. 
- Original jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Juveniler bound over for grand jury. 
Criminal appeals are de novo. 

DISTRICT COURT (33) 
19 judger 
l u d i c t i o n :  
- Civil actions under B20,aoo. divorce, 

annulment, Separation, quiet title. 
~ m d l  d a i m ~  under $800. 

- Non-felony criminal cases and or- 
dinance violations. Felony probable 
cause hearings. 

- luvenile. 

No jury tiials. 

16 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Willr, tertamentary or administration. 

settlement of e~ta tes .  Guardianship. 
Adoptionr, change of name, and 
actions for Beparatio". 

ISTRATIVE COURT 
1 judge. 1 associate judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Al l  case3 involving an agency's inten- 

tion to  rurpend, revoke. or refuse a 
liCP"q0 

Court of 

jurisdiction 
general 

Cuvrtr of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates mute of appeal. t 



WINE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
Cour t  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  k c & r  31. 1979 

pending x pending f i l e d  Disposed 

tares:  
Appeals: 

c i v i l :  
New appeals ............................................... X 
Reports ................................................... X 
I n t w l o c v t o r y  appeals ..................................... X 

Tota l  ...................................................... 187 

New appeals ............................................... X 
I n t e r l o c u t o r y  appeals ..................................... X 
Reports ................................................... X 

Tota l  ...................................................... 70 

Cr iminal :  

Tota l  appeals ................................................ 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
Mri sorj  opinions: 

Solemn occasion opin ions ................................ X 
Sentence review only: 

Appeals i n  t h e  appe l l a te  d i v i s i o n  ......................... 38 ............................................ Tota l  o the r  cases -. 

235 
2 
1 

238 

X X 
X X 
X X 

245 180 

112 
5 
1 

118 
-356 

3 

49 
32 

3 

67 
-76 

X 

20 
Y 

To ta l  cases .................................................... 295 408 447 256 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  
C i v i l  Cr iminal  To ta l  _-- 

Signed opin ion ................. 154 88 242 
Per curiam and nenorandum 

opinions ..................... 20 12 32 
Solemn occasion opin ions ....... 3 0 3 

Status o f  pending care laad (appeals) (12/31/79) 

Not y e t  a t  issue ...................... 151 
A t  i s r u e  awai t ing o r a l  argument ....... 43 
Ora l l y  argued awai t ing opin ion ........ 42 

D ispos i t i on  o f  a p p a l s  
C i v i l  Cr iminal  Tota l  ___-  

Wri t ten  opin ions:  
Denied ................... 82 72 154 
Sustained ................ 80 27 107 
Dismissed ................ 10 1 11 
Remanded ................. 2 0 2 

To ta l  ..................... 174 100 274 

Dismissed by Court ....... 7 10.5 17.5 
Wi thdram by defendant ... 55 19.5 74.5 
Withdrawn by s t a t e  ....... 0 2 2 
C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  probable 

Cause denied ........... 8 0 8 
Remanded ................. 1 0 1 

Non-opinion dispoSit iOnS: 

D ispos i t i on  o f  sentence rev iew carer  

Sentence unchanged ............... 63 
Sentence reduced ................. 4 
Sentence increased ............... 0 

~~ 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a i s i f i c a t i o n i  used by t h e  C S l M  pro jec t .  
X = The data fo r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  wre not ava i l ab le  by category. 

Source: Admin i s t ra t i ve  O f f i ce  of the Courts. Annual Report 1979 (Auburn. Maine: 
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repo r t  except t ha t  
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MIME SUPERIOR COMT 

Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
16 Coynties. 14 judges 

January 1 . 1979 t o  &ceder 31 . 1979 

t nd  
pending F i  1 ed O i  spored Beginning 

pending 
C i v i l d :  

La": 

Tort: 
Other c i v i l  .................................................. 2.890 

Damages ...................................................... 1. 371 
Personal i n j u r y  .............................................. 1. 463 

Total ......................................................... 2.834 
Contract  ....................................................... 2.005 
Dors t ic  re la t i ons :  

Oivorce .................................................... 375 
Suppo*lcurtady: 

URESA ...................................................... 1.159 
Total ......................................................... 1.534 

. .  19 
Other appeal ............................................... 150 

Tota l  ....................................................... 169 

Habeas corpus ................................................ 56 

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  

Ex t rao rd ina ry  w r i t s :  

Other c i v i l :  
Habi tua l  Offender ............................................ 202 __ 

Appeal: 
Appeal of t r i a l  court case: 

I n f r a c t i o n  .meal  .......................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 9. 690 

Cr in ina ld :  
Felony: 

Misdemeanor: 
Classer 0 and E .............................................. 945 

Other c r i d n a l  ................................................. 360 

C la r res  A . B . and C .......................................... 1. 466 

- 

1.980 

1.163 
955 

2.118 
1.427 

497 

1.303 
1.8W 

43 
209 
252 

78 

105 

7. 160 

2.483 

2. 278 
664 - 

2.050 

873 
849 

1.722 
1. 254 

438 

1.211 
1.649 

40 
202 
242 

74 

212 

7. 203 
- 

2.508 

2.046 
620 

2. 820 

1.661 
1. 569 
3.230 
2. 118 

434 

1.251 
1.685 

22 
157 
179 

60 

95 

10. 247 
__ 

1. 712 

1.177 
408 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 2.771 5.425 5. 174 3. 291 

T r a f f i c :  
Oticr. t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

,$??I; 29J ................................................... &ai 2.8923' 2. 42ai 1,392j - 
Tom1 t r a f f i c  ................................................... 928 2. 892 2. 428 1. 392 

. Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 13. 389 16. 017 

m d  

c t r w  .................... 144 212 356 

Non-jury Total 

C r im ina l  and t r a f f i c  ...... 445 218 663 
Grand t o t a l  ................ 589 430 1. 019 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (days) 

0 to 90 90 t o  180 180 t o  270 270 t o  365 over  365 
Clays days days days 

C i v i l :  
T i n 9  t o  p r e t r i a l  mem ................. 322 268 171 105 309 

Pcetciwt lnem t o  p r e t r i a l  conference .... 422 321 78 25 54 
P m p i ' .  a$ conference t o  j u r y  t r i a l  ....... 26 39 26 21 34 
P m c X l  conference t o  jury-waived t r i a l  . 64 56 27 14 16 
F i f i h g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  ................... 1. 288 813 581 439 2.871 

0 t o  30 31 t o  60 61 t o  90 91 t o  120 over 120 
9 s  days days days days 

Criminal. : 
-to f i r s t  appearance .............. 2.173 100 54 37 91 

Firsf:$'&arance t o  g u i l t y  p lea ......... 666 179 146 150 421 

F i r s t  @darance t o  non- jury  t r i a l  ...... 15 8 10 2 32 
A l l  f i ' fs i 'appearances t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  .... 830 271 236 233 885 

F i r s t  . appearance t o  j u r y  t r i a l  .......... 10 19 18 23 124 

14.805 14.936 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Defaul t  judgments ............. 
Oismirsed by p l a i n t i f f  . 

se t t l enen ts  . and s t l p u l a t e d  
judgments (Rule 41(a)) ...... 

Dismissed by Court (Rule 4 l ( b ) )  
Summary judgment .............. 
F ina l  order ................... 
Oivorce decree ................ 
Appeal sustained .............. 
Appeal denied ................. 
Writ denied ................... 
Writ granted .................. 
Court f l n d i n g  ................. 
Jury v e r d i c t  .................. 
Directed v e r d i c t  .............. 
M u l t i p l e  judgments ............ 
Other ......................... 

Criminal  and t r a f f i c  d i i P O s i t i o n s  

Jury t r i a l :  D i s t r i c t  Court b a i l  r ev i sed  .......... 118 
Convicted .......................... 351 D i s t r l c t  Court b a i l  a f f i rmed  ......... 50 
k Q U 1 t t . d  .......................... 133 Juven i l e  aooeal denied ............... 7 

300 

2. 953 
1.082 

211 
1.399 

313 
22 
96 
28 
9 

143 
117 
9 
28 

493 

. .  
~ o n - j u r y  t r i a l :  Juveni le  appeal sustained ............ 14 

Convicted .......................... 160 Juveni le  appeal. new sentence ........ 10 
Acqu i t t ed  .......................... 73 Probation revoked .................... 40 

G u i l t y  p lea .......................... 3.552 F i l e d  case ........................... 112 

Dismissed by court ................... 114 Other ................................ 415 
M i s t r i a l  ............................. 38 Not g u i l t y  by peason of  i n s a n i t y  ..... 9 

Dismissed by D i s t r i c t  Attorney Unc lass i f i ed  ......................... 4 
(Rule 4 8 ( a ) )  ....................... 2.398 
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Soldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH p ro jec t .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  the number o f  defendants on t h e  informations, indictments, or  conpla in ts .  
A t r i a l  I s  counted by the s t a t e  h e n  i t  has o f f i c i a l l y  begun. 

f i ieginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1979 C o u r t  year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 Court year: 
Figures ape as given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

>Explanation o f  data inc luded i n  t h e  Category: 
T i t l e  29 cases are OUI (operat ing under t h e  i n f l u e n c e )  cases and o the r  t r a f f i c  Offenses. 
End pending f i g u r e  was ca l cu la ted  from f i l e d .  disposed. and beginning pending data. 

1Special source or  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 
Figures as noted were supplied by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i ce  of t h e  Courts du r lng  data Ver i f i ca t i on .  

mlnformation on diSpOSit ion type on t r i a l  data: 
C i v i l  t r i a l  data do not i nc lude  URESA cases. 

Source: Data were provided by the Admin i s t ra t i ve  Off ice of the Courts d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



290 
M I N E  DISTRICT COURTai 

C o w t  of l i m i t e d  j w i r d i c t i a  
33 courts. 19 Judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder 31, 1979 

Disposedi pending $ pending F i l e d  

C i  v i  1 d : 
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ N I A  
Mney judgments .............................................. N I A  

.Total ......................................................... N I A  
%al l  c la ims ................................................... N I A  
Oollestic rClat ions:  

DWoFce .................................................... N I A  

Reciprocal ................................................. N I A  
Total ......................................................... N I A  

Uental Seal th  .................................................. N/A 
Tbtal c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  

b r r i a i p  d i sso lu t i on :  

S"ppor$(c"stcdy: 

C r fa ina ld :  
Misdem.nor: 

P r e l i n i h h r j  hearing: 
Classes 0 and E .............................................. N I A  

Felony Classes A. 8. and C ................................... N I A  

13.606 11.674 
6;891 5;861 

20,497 17.535 
18,832 15.647 

7,761 7.213 

N I A  
7.213 

4801 

47.6361 40,8751 

24,6941 23,864 

2.745 2,713 
~ __ 

N I A  
N ~ A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

3 
.................................................. Tota l  c r i m i n a l  NIA 27.439 26,577 N I A  

T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

T r a f f i c  c r im ina l  ............................................. N I A  
C i v i l  v i o l a t i o n s  and t r a f f i c  i n f r a c t i o n s  ..................... N I A  

To ta l  ......................................................... N I A  

To ta l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  

55,877 
101,476 
157.353 

157,353 

__ 
50.9901 

103.906 
154,896 

154,896 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  - 
N I A  

Ju ren i  l e :  - ~ __ - 
Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N I A  3.867 3.642 N I A  

Gaand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  236,295i 225,9901 MIA 

Bd,ldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C l a l l i f i C a t i o n r  used by t h e  C S l M  prOJect. 
N X t  - fhia case t ype  I S  handled by the Court. but the data are Unavailable. 
X I Thk data f o r  t h i s  case t ype  are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category 

aCouet ' u r i  s d i c t i  0" : 
t s  l oca ted  i n  Fo r t  Kent and Van 8uren Counties handle c r im ina l .  t r a f f i c .  and j u v e n i l e  cares only .  
t i o n  or  u n i t  of  count: 
case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 

'minal case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of informations. ind ic tments.  or CoIRplaints. 

*ere a v a i l a b l e  for rec ip roca l  suppor t lcur tody cases. 
gusta. Bangor. K i t t e r y .  Lewiston, Port land, Skowhegan. and Springvale. repor ted mental h e a l t h  data. 
urce or r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 
igures were corrected by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  of  t h e  cou r t  du r ing  data v e r i f i c p t i o n .  

1 spe 

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  Off ice of t h e  Courts. Annual Re o r t  1979 (Auburn. Maine: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r o m  the annual repo r t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed *here necessary. andPcorrectfoons were suppl ied by t h e  Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  o f  the Courts du r ing  data 
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



MINE AOIIINISTWITIYE COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  Oecember 30. 1979 

291 

pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 

C i  v i  I d :  
Appeal : 

A ~ e a l  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
Bureau o f  l i q u o r  enforcement ............................... 
Department o f  Secretary of State 
Bureau o f  Maine State Po l ice  ............................... 
Department o f  Humn Services ............................... 
Real Es ta te  Comnission ..................................... 
Board o f  Dental Examiners .................................. 
Board o f  Examiners O f  Pod ia t r i s t s  .......................... 
Board o f  Pest ic ides Control ................................ 
State Board of Nursing ..................................... 
Department o f  In land F isher ies  and w i l d l i f e  ................ 
Appeal from dec is ion  Of Department o f  Publ ic Safety ........ 
Department of Maine Resources .............................. 
Appeal f rom Bureau of A lcoho l ic  Beverages .................. 
State Board o f  Licensure o f  R d i c a l  F a c i l i t i e s  

o ther  than Hosp i ta ls  ..................................... 
Total  ....................................................... 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

........................... NtA 
N l A  
NtA 
N t A  
N tA  
N t A  
N t A  
N t A  
U I A  
N/A 
N t A  
N I A  
N t A  

N t A  

N t A  

281 
21 
31 
10 

2 
0 
0 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 

1 
355 

355 

278 N/A 
24 N I A  
47 NtA 
11 N/A 
6 N/A 
i N t A  
1 NtA 
1 N/A 
0 UtA 
2 NIA 
1 NtA 
1 N t A  
1 NtA  

1 N/A 
375 

375 NIP. 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N t A  355 375 N t A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  ClaSSifiCatiOnS used by the  CSlH p r o j e c t .  
N t A  = This case type i s  handled by the  Court, bu t  t h e  data a re  unavai lable.  

%re d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  of  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a complaint .  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i ce  o f  t he  Courts. Annual Report 1979 (Auburn, Maine: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e ~ s d ~ y .  

MINE PRWATE COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

15 courts. 16 judges 
January 1, 1979 t o  Decedxr  31. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  PPobate Court f o r  1979. 
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MARYLAND COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Juvenile 

County. 
in Montgomery 

DISTRICT COURT (12) 
85 iudger and chief judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5.000. landlord 

and tenant. 
- Felony theft if value is under $500. 

misdemeanors, ordinance violationr 
(f ine I ~ P L  than $2,500. sentence less 
than 3 y e a r d  Felony preliminarier. 

- Juvenile (in Montgomery County). 

Noiurv trials. 

CIRCUIT COURT (29) 
90 iudxe. 
lurisdiction: 
. Civil actions over $2,500. Probate 
in Montgomery and Harford counties 

- Felonies, mlrdemeanorr (fine greater 
than $2.500. sentence zreafer than 
3year.J. 

- Juvenile (except Montgomery County) 
- Administrative appeals. 
Appeals de novo and on record. 

+de novo, 

I ORPHANYCOURT (22) I 
66 iudger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction overadminis- I ~rationoiertaterofdecpdentrand 

minors. orphans. wards. and guard- 
ians. Handled by Circuit Court in 
Montgomery and Harford counties. 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 

iurisdiction 
general 

Court3 of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates mute of appeal. t 



M I U N D  COURT OF APPEALS 
Court  of l a s t  r e s o r t  

1 judger 
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

293 

pending > pending eg,nmng Disposed 

CaSeS! ..... 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 16 
Crimina1 ..................................................... 12 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. T 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  p - d i n g s :  

D i s c i o l i n a r v  ............................................... 0 
Request; t o  &peal: 

A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i o r a r i :  
C i " i 1  ........................................... i ........ 0 
Crimina1 ................................................. 0 

Tota l  ...................................................... 0 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. 0 

30 

228 
235 
463 
493 

28 
12 
3 

30 0 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 28 540 (1o i )e  528k (1o i )e  40 

Manner o f  d i s p o r i t i o n m  Dispos i t ion  of a p p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  c e r t i o r a r i  

Reported opinions ............................. 106 C i " i l  cr imina1 Tota l  
Unreported opinions ........................... 6 Granted ............ 7 7 7m 

Oenied ............. 165 192 357 
D i s p o s i t i o n  of  appeals Dismissed .......... 1 2 3 

Uithdravn .......... 0 2 2 
Cr imina l  Total Total  ............... 228 235 463 - -  c i v i l  

aw E "it o t a  
Affirmed ..................... $5 9 % 26 52 
Reversed ..................... 22 11 33 18 51 
Af f i rmed i n  p a r t ,  reversed 

i n  p a r t  .................... 5 0 5 3 8 
Remanded u i  t hout a f f  i rnance 

or reversal  ................ 5 2 7 1 8 
Dismissed. op in ion  f i l e d  ..... 0 2 2 0 2 T i n e  l n t e r v a l  data (average months.) 
Dismissed without Opinion .... 3 2 5 2 . 7  
Dismissed p r i o r  t o  argument Or ig ina l  f i l i n g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  i n  C i r c u i t  Court ..... 16.9 

Transferred t o  Court of Docketing t o  argument ............................... 3.5 
o r  submission .............. 3 1 4 2 6 D i s p o s i t i o n  i n  C i r c u i t  Court t o  docket ing ........... 8.6 

Special Appeals ............ 1 0 1 0 1 Argument t o  dec is ion  ................................ 2.8 
Stayed ....................... 1 0 1 0 1 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  

eCaser not inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  

f o r  the  associated appeal. 
hFigure was computed: 

XAddit ional  i n f o r m a t i o n :  

App l ica t ions  f o r  Cer t io raP i  when granted are not counted as d i s p o s i t i o n s  u n t i l  the  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed: a f i l i n g  i s  no t  counted 

C i v i l  and Cr imina l  appeal f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s  were Conputed from a v a i l a b l e  data. 

There granted a p p l i c a t i o n s  f a r  c e r t i o r a r i  a re  the  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
The Court of Appeals a lso  admit ted 704 persons t o  the  p r a c t i c e  Of law, 61 Of which were admit ted from o ther  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  

F ive  opinions were Per curiam. Ten d i s s e n t i n g  opinions. two concur r ing  opinions. and s i x  opinions concur r ing  i n  p a r t  and d issent ing  i n  
mInfarmat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or  t r i a l  data: 

p a r t  were a lso  f i l e d .  

Source: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Off ice of the  Courts, Annual Report 1978-79 (Annapolis, I laryland). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  fmn t h e  annual report  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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W Y U N D  COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS 

I n t e w i a t e  appe l l a te  court 
13 judges 

J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

m eginmng pending Oisposed pending 
Cares: 

Appeals: 
c i v i l :  

Law ........................................................ 41 
Equi ty  ..................................................... 27 

Tota l  ....................................................... 6a 
Criminal  ..................................................... 
Juven i l e  ..................................................... 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... Other cases: 

Req ics t r  t o  appeal I 
A p p l i c a t i o n  fo r  leave t o  appeal ............................ 0 

Total o the r  cases ............................................. 7 1771 
I77 

53 
30 
83j 

4 9  

0 
0 

Total cases ..................................................... 112 i.6891( 9)e i . m k (  g)e 1599 

Uanner o f  d i spos i t i onm D ispos i t i on  o f  app l i ca t i ons  f o r  leave t o  appeal 

Reported opin ions ........................................... 196 Pastconvic t ion Inmate grievance 
Unreported opinions. a l l  per  curiam ......................... 715 Granted .......... 9 0 9 

Denied ........... 149 4 153 
D ispos i t i on  o f  appeals Yithdrawn ........ 0 0 0 

Remanded ......... 3 0 3 
c i v i i j  Cr iminal  Tota l  M smi ssed ........ 5 3 8 

aw Tota l  - - Total  ............. 166 7 173 
Affirmed ........................... h T % % T  398 665 
Hod i f i ed  and a f f i rmed  .............. 0 3 3  0 3 
Reversed ........................... 44 39 83 90 173 
Affirmed i n  pa r t .  reversed i n  p a r t  . 8 14 22 20 42 
Remanded wi thout  a f f i rmance or Tim i n t e r v a l  data (average months) 

reversa l  ......................... 9 9 18 8 26 

Oismissed p r i o r  t o  argument o r  
Dismissed. Opinion f i l e d  ........... 13 13 26 1 27 Or ig ina l  f i l i n g s  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  cou r t  below ........ 16.3 

submissi'ob ....................... 146 98 244 103 347 Oocketing t o  a rgumnt  .................................. 5.0 
Transferred t o  Court Of Appeals .... 45 27 72 13 85 Argument t o  dec i s ion  ................................... 1.2 

D ispos i t i on  i n  C i r c u i t  Court t o  docketing .............. 3.4 

Stayed ............................. 1 0 1  0 1 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
Blank space - Not enough in format ion i s  known. m e  case category m y  o r  may no t  be handled by t h e  cou r t .  
X = The data fo r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

eCqres not inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
App l i t p t i ons  f o r  leave t o  appeal when granted a re  no t  counted as d i spos i t i ons  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed: a new f i l i n g  i s  not 

gCijange,'.(il pending does no t  equal the d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  
FiMutds are  as d v e n  i n  t h e  annual r e o o r t  and bv t h e  c l e r k  o f  t h e  cour t .  

couiired f o r  t h e  associated appeal. These granted app l i ca t i ons  f o r  leave t o  appeal are t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

' 
Of d a t i  inc luded i n  the category: 
.appeals are inc luded w i t h  the data f o r  c i v i l  appeals. 

kAad in format ion:  

1 h w i a : l  muire nr r e v l c i n n  I n  t h e  data :  
m e ' t @ $ r t  a l s o  considered 32 miscel laneous mat ters  du r ing  t h e  year, i n  add i t i on  t o  i t s  regu la r  careload. 

_r I _ _  -. . -. .................. 
F i lBng ' f i gu res  were suppl ied by the c l e r k  of t h e  cou r t  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Six di"s.srenting opin ions and s i x  concurr ing opin ions were a l s o  f i l e d .  
mInfoormat!ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  or t r i a l  data: 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Courts. Annual Report 1978-1979 (Annapolis. Maryland). S t a t i s t i c s  are frm the annual repo r t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. and add i t i ona l  in format ion was supp l i ed  by t h e  c l e r k  Of t h e  Court du r ing  data,verificatiOn. 



I W I V U N D  CIRCUIT COURT 
Cour t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

29 cowts.  90 judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
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d 
pending e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i  v i  I d :  
La*: 

Confessed @dgnents .......................................... 
Other l a w  .................................................... 
Defect ive del inquent ......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Tort: 

Auto t o r t :  

Other t o r t :  
no to r  t o r t  ................................................. 
Other t o r t  ................................................. 
Consent cases .............................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Contract  ....................................................... 
Real proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Condemnation ................................................. 
Foreclosure .................................................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Other equ i t y  ................................................. 
Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  

Divorce. n u l l i t y .  maintenance .............................. 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Other domestic re la t i ons :  

Pa te rn i t y  .................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Guardianshiplconservatorshi p t t rus tee rh ip :  

P e t i t i o n  far  guardianship .................................. 
Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case ......................... 
Appeal of t r i a l  cou r t  case .................... .: ............. 

Total ......................................................... 
Habeas corpus ................................................ 

Equi ty :  

oomestic re la t i ons :  

Estate: 

Appeal : 

Extraord inary wit: 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Criminr ld :  

Felonylmi sdememor: 
Nonsupport ................................................... 
Other c r im ina l  ............................................... 
Adult  offenses against  j uven i l es  ............................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Motor veh ic le  ................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Pastconvic t ion ............................................... 
Appl icat ions fo r  review o f  c r im ina l  sentences ................ 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 

Appeal of t r i a l  court care: 

POStCmliCt ion remedy: 

Sentence review only: 

Juveni le:  
Cr iminal  - type offense: 

Otbr j uven i l e :  
0elf"q"ency .................................................. 
C h i l d  i n  need o f  a s r i r t a n c e l c h i l d  i n  need of supervis ion ..... 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X - 
76.622f 

2,024 
2.263 

4.287 

5.429 

2,178 
194 

2.372 
7.801 
5.969 

315 
3.271 
3.586 

11.375 

30.371 
1.848 

12,150 
44,369 

595 

1.834 
901 

2.735 

347 

81.064 

X 
X 

X 
( j  I 

X 
X 
X 

X 

3 
17,867fiJ 

X 

X __ 
6.310fj 

2.211 
31.784 

135 
34.130 

1,852 
2.260 
4.112 

409 

251 

38,902 

20,646 

2.706 

23.352 

2.119 
1.962 

4.081 

5.377 

1.951 
215 

2.166 
7.543 
4.837 

278 
2,902 
3.180 

9,875 

27.491 
1.823 

7,332 
36.646 

566 

1.677 
933 

2.610 

354 

69.692 

~ 

1,996 
28.973 

134 
31.103 

2.053 
2.578 
4,631 

676 

233 

36,643 
- 

18.643 

3 
21.126 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

87.994 

X 
X "3. 

X 

X __ 
8.537j 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 100,799fi 143.318 127.461 116.63891 

u d  T i m  i n t e r v a l  datan (average days) 

Jury Non-jury Total 
,-...a,. 
1 1 . 1 1 .  

La@ ...... 806 1.673 2,479 
Equi ty"  ... 0 15.128 15,128 

Total ...... 806 16.801 17,607 
Cr iminal  .... 1,581 10.301 11,882 

Tota l  ........ 2,387 27.102 29.489 

. . . . . . . .  ..... 172 

Cr im ina l j  ........ 126 
..... 207h 

J u r e n i l e j  ........ 50 

F i l i n g  t o  
d i spos i t i on  

371 
236 

159 
71 

275h 

(cont inued on next page) 



295 naryland C i r c u i t  Court (cont inued) 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C I a s s i f i c ~ t i O n s  used by the CSIU p ro jec t .  
N l A  - This case type i s  handled by t he  cou r t  but  t he  data are unavai lab le.  
X = The data for t h i s  care type are known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

where they are heard i n  the O i s t r i c t  Court. Juveni le 
aCowt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

d o s e  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 

A l l  j u v e n i l e  cases are heard i n  t h i s  Court i n  a l l  count ies except I b n t g m r y  County. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or c m q l a i n t .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number o f  in format ions or i n d i c t e n r s .  
A jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  ve rd i c t .  
A non- jury  t r i a l  I s  counted a t  t he  po in t  when an opening s ta ten rn t  o r  t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 

f&ginning pending f i gu re  for  the 1979 cou r t  year does not  equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1978 Court year:  
Figures are as g iven i n  the annual repor t .  

%hang= i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  
Figures are as given i n  t e  annual repor t .  

hFigurc was conputed: 
T i n e  i n t e r v a l  data f o r  t o t a l  c i v i l  cases were Computed by weight ing the  average f o r  l a w  and fop equ i t y  cases by the number o f  cases t r i e d  o r  

disposed of each type. 
{Data a re  no t  complete: 

Cr iminal  and grand t o t a l  pending do not  i nc lude  Sentence reria only  cases. 
jExp lana t ion  of data included i n  the category:  

Pending f igures for  adu l t  offenses against  j uven i l es  are inc luded i n  the t o t a l  pending f o r  j u v e n i l e  cases. 
'Informarion on d ispos i t i on  type or t r i a l  data: 

The equihby category f o r  t r i a l  data inc ludes damest i t  n l a t l m s .  q u i t y .  and foreclosure.  The law category inc ludes a l l  other c l r i l  

nInfornatPon on t,im i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending caseload data. 
The q,Vty:ategory far  time i n t e r v a l  data inc ludes d m t i c  re la t i ons ,  equi ty,  and foreclosure.  The l a w  category includes a l l  other 

data f o r  mbntgornery County are given on the  Q i s t r i c t  Court p r o f i l e .  

cat+i ies.  

d r i 9  categor ies.  

Source: M * i n i s t r a t i v e  Of f ice of the Courts. Annual Report 1978-79 (Annapolis. I laryland). 
toPtd's have been < m u t e d  where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are frm the annual Peport except t h a t  



IUIIYUW OISTRICT cowl1 
COurt of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

12 d i s t r i c t s .  85 judges and d i e f  judge 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
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tnd 
pending F i  1 ed oispored Beg1 n m  ng 

pending 

C i  v i  I d :  
~ ~ 

La": 
Contract  and t o v t  cases ...................................... NIA 

Real p roper ty  r igh ts :  
Landlord and tenant .......................................... 1111 

Other c i v i l  .................................................... WIA - 

111,080 

297.564 
15.060 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  423.704 NIA U I A  

Criminald:  ~~ 

Misd-aior: 
Cr im ina l  ..................................................... NIA 
Adult  offenses against  j uven i l es  ............................. X 

Total  ......................................................... 11/1 
88.839 

19 
88.858 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. NIA 88.858 191 MIA 

T r a f f i c :  - - - 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... n i A  628.408 628.4w . NIA 

Juvcni Id: 
Cr imina l - type  of fense: 

Other j uven i l e :  
Delinquency .................................................. X 1.498 1.616 X 

C h i l d  i n  need of ass i s tance lch i l d  i n  need o f  superv is ion  ..... - X 482 597 X 

To ta l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. X 1.980 2.213 X 

- - 

Grand Total  ...................................................... 1.24Zfi 1.1k2.950 630,6401 1.009f 

b n - j u r y  t r i a l d  Cr iminal  d i spos i t i ons  T r a f f i c  d i  sposi t i o n r  

C i v i l  .................... 41.117 Defendants held for  grand j u r y  ac t i on  ..... 10.073 Cases pa id  ........... 413.812 
T r a f f i c  .................. 214.596 Defendants t rans fer red  t o  C i r c u i t  COurt 

To ta l  ..................... 255.7131 fo r  j u r y  t r i a l  .......................... 6.837 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIU p ro jec t .  
N/A - This case type I s  handled by the  cour t .  bu t  t he  data are  unava i lab le .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count:  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  coev la in t .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number of defendants on t h e  informat ion,  ind ic tment ,  o r  conp la in t .  
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the  p o i n t  when an opening statement OP t he  i n t roduc t i on  of any evidence occurs. 

Figures ape as given I n  the  annual repor t .  

The t o t a l  number of t r a f f i c  cases disposed was colrputed by adding t h e  number o f  t r a f f i c  carer disposed by non- jury t r i a l  and the  number 

feeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1979 cou r t  year does not equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 cour t  year:  

hFigure was computed: 

o f  cases paid. 
IData are  not  complete: 

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  inc lude adu l t  of fenses against  j uven i l es  cases only. 
To ta l  disposed and pending data do not inc lude c i v i l  or misdemeanor c r im ina l  carer. 
NO informat ion was ava i l ab le  on the  number of c r im ina l  or j u v e n i l e  t r i a l s  conducted. 

Juvenile data are  cases heard i n  t h e D i r t r i c t  Court i n  montgomery County only. 
JExplanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  the  category:  

In t he  remainder o f  
Data f o r  j u v e n i l e  cases ou ts ide  mntgornery County a re  inc luded on t he  C i r c u i t  t he  C i r c u i t  Court. 

the  s ta te .  j u v e n i l e  
Court p r o f i l e .  

cases are heard i n  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  Off ice of the  Courts. Annual Report 1978-79 (Annapolis. R r y l a n d ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

WlRVUwD ORPHLII'S a M l T  
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

22 counties. 66 judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Orphan's Court f o r  f i s c a l  year 1979. 
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Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment.' 

MASSACHUSETTS COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

APPEALS COURT 
10 judger 
Jurirdvtion: 
- Civil actions. equity mattem. administrative a p p &  

and prweedings relating to extraordinary writ3. 
Criminal matters (except death or life imprisonment). 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
7 ;"%tie. 

HOUSING COURT 
DEPARTMENT (2) 
3 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
(Located in Hampdrn County 
and the City of Boston.) 
- Matters (civil and criminal) 

relating to health. Eafety. or 

human habitation. 
WdfareOfmUpant in QkeOf  

I Jurirdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity matters and cases ariring under specific I statute3 whichcannot be transferred toa Iowermurt. 

LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT 
3jYBtiCes 
Jurirdiction: 
- Land confirmation and 

regimation and related 
matten. 

I - Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and criminal mateerr. 
- Criminal appeals of death or life imprisonment rentence. 
Appllate review of cases horn Appeals Court on certification. I 

TRIAL COURT OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
I258juitices 

SUPERIOR COURT I DEPARTMENT (14) 
46 juLtiCes 
Jurirdiction: 
- Original jurirdiclian in all nvil and criminal 

matters except where another department 
har exclusive original jurisdiction. 

Hears appeals of civil, criminal. and juvenile 
delinqueniy cares from this and other 
departments in an Appellate Division. 
Jury trial$. 

JUVENILE COURT 
DEPARTMENT (4) 

7 jueticer 
Jurisdiction: 
(Located in Boston. 
Worcherter, Springfield. 
and Brirtol.1 
- A l l  juvenile malterr. 

Jury trials (6-perron). 

DISTRICT COURT 
DEPARTMENT (69) 
163justires 
Juridiction: 
- Original nvil jurisdiction under $4,500. 

Small claimr under $750. 
- Felonie~ (sentence lese than five years); 

mirdemeanors, municipal ordinance 
violations. 

Appalsof~asesoriginating in this 
department heard in an Appellate Eivirion. 
Jury trials (bperron) de novo and in the first 
instance .. 

I BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT 
DEPARTMENT 

I 9i"ltiCeL 
lurisdiction: 

municipal ordimme violations. 
Appeals of cases originating in this depart- 
ment heard in an Appellate Divirion. 
Jury teals ( t p r w n )  de novo and in the first 
i"Sta"Ce:* 

PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT 
DEPARTMENT (14) 
27 I"9tlce9 

I - h m e r t i c  relations, probate of 
wills. adminirtration of 

I estates, divorce and 
annulment, guardianship. I adoption matterr. and name 

I 

'Appeals generally may be taken to  either the Appeals Court or the Supreme Judicial Court with the Supreme Judicial Court dmiding which court 
will hear each u s e .  

"The Dirtnct Court Department and the Boston Municipal Court Department both -id juridiction on January 1,1979 to conduct jury of six 
trials in the first instance and as the m u l t  of an appeal de nom. Th- case previoudy were heard by a jury of twelve in the Superior Court 
Department. 

Court of 
last 

re3ort I 
Intermediate 

appellate 
COUrt 1 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 
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W U C H U S E l T S  SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 

c o u r t  O f  l a s t  r e s o r t  
7 j u s t i c e s  

S e p t e d e r  1. 1978 t o  August 31. 1979 
Beglnmng 

pending 
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cares: 
Appeals: 

F u l l  c o u r t  appeals ......................................... 175 
Single j u s t i c e  appealsf '  ...................................... NIA 

Total  appeals ................................................. 115' 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appeal .......................................... 

Tota l  o ther  cases ............................................. - 

339 
NIA . rn 

393h 
39 m 

1349 
NIA 

7 x 9  i 

Total  cases ..................................................... i 7 5 i  3391 432 13497 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of f u l l  cour t  appeals 
Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

F u l l  cour t  appeals: 
U r i t t e n  Opinions 230 Hi t h o u t  opinion: 
Rescr ipt  opinions ................ 20 Oisa i rsed ....................... 17 

................. 
Total  ............................. 250 Sunmary disposed ................ 126 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
B l a n k  Space - Not enough in fo rmat ion  i s  known. The case Category may or may not be handled by the  court .  
N I A  - This Case type i s  handled by t h e  court ,  bu t  t h e  data are Unavai lable.  

9Change i n  pending does not equal the  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and i o a t a  are no t  complete: 
d ispos i t ions :  Massachusetts Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court j u s t i c e s  a lso  s i t  (on a 

Figures are  as given i n  OP as ca lcu la ted  from t h e  unpublished 

The number o f  f u l l  cour t  appeals disposed was ca lcu la ted  by adding 

r o t a t i o n a l  bas is )  i n  ' "s ing le  j u s t i c e  sessions.' NO f i l i n g  OP 
pending data were a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  number Of cases handled i n  
these s i n g l e  j u s t i c e  sessions. 

Pending case f igures  do not inc lude cases On which argument had 
been heard bu t  no 'op in ion  had been released. 

data. 
"Figure nas computed: 

jExp lanat ion  o f  data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 
the  number of opinions t o  the  number of cases dismissed and t h e  
number summary disposed. 

Source: Unpublished data suppl ied by t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court. 

PKSSACHUSElTS APPEALS MURT 
I n t e n a d l a t e  a o w l l a t e  c o u r t  

10 jydges 
S e p t d e r  1. 1978 t o  August 31, 1979 - 

endin 
Cases: 

Appeals: 

Total  appeals ................................................. 762 rn lmh m 
Other cases: 

Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 
Tota l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. - - - - 

Total cases ..................................................... 762 1,045 975 6779 

M a n n e ~  of d i s p o s i t i o n  DiSpOIi t ion O f  appeals 

F u l l  opinions ........................ 200 Y i  t h o u t  opinion: 
Rescr ipt  opinions .................... 188 S u m a r i l y  disposed w i thout  hear ing ....... 135 

Total  ................................. 388 Dismi ssals lappeals ui thdrawnlremandr ..... 271 

J u d i c i a l  Court ......................... 181 
Transferred t o  t h e  Supreme 

Boldface headings I n d i c a t e  t h e  CIassi f iCat lOnS used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
Blanr space - Nat enough informat ion i s  known. The case category may o r  may no t  be handled by the  Court. 

9Change i n  pending does not equal t h e  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and j h p i a n a t i o n  o f  data inc luded i n  the  category:  
d i s p o s i t i o n s :  Pending care f i g u r e s  do no t  inc lude cases on which argument had 

Figurer a r e  as given i n  or as c a l c u l a t e d  from the  unpublished 

The number o f  appeals disposed was ca lcu la ted  by adding t h e  number 

been heard bu t  no OPinion had been released. 
data. 

O f  op in ions  t o  the  number o f  cases disposed w i thout  opinion. 

hFigure was computed: 

Source: Unpublished data suppl ied by the  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court. 
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MASSACHUSETTS SUPERIOR COURT DEPllRlMENl 

Cour t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
14 courts. 46 j u s t i c e s  

Julr 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 _ .  - 
Disposed pendinq F i l e d  pending 

C i v i l d :  
Other c i v i l :  

Jury cases ................................................... X X X X 
Non-jury cases ............................................... X X X X 

Tota l  ......................................................... sf 31,793 37,372 80.8541 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 86,332f 31.793 37.372 80.8541 

- 

Criminald:  
Appeal ......................................................... 827 
Other c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 33,603 

850 
30,036 

718 
41,448 

959 25.039 
Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 34.430f 30.886 42,166 25.998 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 120.762f 62,679 79.538 106.852 

D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  c r i m i n a l  appkals 

Withdrawn ................... 296 
Dismissed ................... 376 
Sentences reduced ........... 46 
Sentences increased ......... 0 

Tota l  ........................ 718 

B a l d f k  headings i n d i c a t e  the C1assifiCatiOns used by t h e  CS lM p r o j e c t .  
X - The data fo r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

dtase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: fseginning pending f i gu re  f o r  t h e  1979 cou r t  yeap does no t  equal the  

ISpecia l  source or  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1978 court year: 
complaint. Figures are as given i n  the annual repo r t .  

The c r i m i n a l  Case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of in format ions o r  
i n d i c t m n t s .  

A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted vhen the j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the p o i n t  when an Opening statement 

OP t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 

The end pending f i g u r e  f o r  c i v i l  cases was corrected by the O f f i c e  
o f  the Chief Admin is t ra t ive Jus t i ce  ao t h e  result o f  a physical 
i nven to ry  Carr ied out  du r ing  1980. 

Source: Chief Admin is t ra t ive Justice. Annual Report--The Of f ice of t h e  Chief  Admin i s t ra t i ve  Jus t i ce  o f  the T r i a l  Court,  1979 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1979). 
were SUPPlied by the Of f ice of the Chief Admin i s t ra t i ve  Just ice du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repopt except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and Correct ions 

WSSACHUSETTS HOUSING COURT DEPARTMENT 
Cour t  o f  oeneral i u r i s d i c t i o n  

ci&: 
=Ill c l l i n s  ................................................... N I A  
if@$$~~kty r i g h t s :  

C.t.Vif' ........................................................ N I A  
Summary process .............................................. N I A  

Total ......................................................... N I A  

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  

Criminald: 
Mis&S?nor: 

cfiwrtal ..................................................... N/A 
To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. N I A  

1.920 

1.645 
5.224 
6.869 

8.789 

~ 

5,652 

5.652 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N/A_ 

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N IA  
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 

N/A 
NIA  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N l A  14.441 N I A  N I A  

Baldfb~eeih!eadings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n r  used by the CSIH p ro jec t .  
N I A  - Thiis case type i s  handled by the Court. but  t h e  data a re  unavailable. 

b p a r t i c d a p  court OP r e p o r t i n g  system in fo rma t ion :  

dcare deKh i . t i on  or u n i t  o f  count: 
The two .courts are i n  Boston and Harnpden County. 

A c i d l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number o f  complaints. 

Source: Chief Admin is t ra t ive Just ice.  Annual Report-The Of f ice of t h e  Chief Admin i s t ra t i ve  Jus t i ce  of t h e  T r i a l  Court, 1979 
Mssachusetts: 19791. S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual report except t h a t  totals have been cowu ted  where necessary. 

(8oston, 



MSSACHUSETTS DISTRICT COURT DEPARTnENTa 
Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

69  d i v i s ions .  163 j u s t i c e s  
July 1, 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

tnd 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beglnmng 

pending 
~~ 

C i r i l d :  
La": 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 
Supplemnatry process ........................................ 
Cases remved  t o  Superior Court Department ................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s :  

sumnary process .............................................. 
Small c l a i m  ................................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

URESA ........................................................ 
Mental health: 

Mental comnitments ........................................... 
Other c i v i l :  

Unspecif ied t r a n s f e r  case6 ................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Crimlnald:  
Misdemeanor: 

Appeal : 
Cr iminal  comp ia in t s j  ......................................... 
Appeals t o  ~ u r y  Session+ .................................... 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

DYIlDUl ....................................................... 
Park ing ........................................................ 
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Motor v e h i c l e  complaints entered ............................. 
Juveni le  motor veh ic le  complaints ............................ 

TOt.1 ......................................................... 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juveni le :  
Cr iminal - type offense: 

s t a t u s  offense: 

Non-offenre: 

Aooeal : 

Other complaints ............................................. 
C h i l d  i n  need Of services .................................... 
Care and p r o t e c t i o n  .......................................... 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

M I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

- 

N I A  

M I A  

N I A  

73.993 
67.530 

141,523 

23,103 
122,163 

4,374 

2,616 

3.255 

297.034 

-- 

- 

198.12a 

20,715 

218.835 

- 

( j  I 
2.687.857 

590,OlLd 
11,087 

601,157 

3.289.014i 

29.277 

2.684 

1.189 

50.818 
27,492 

1,893 
80.263 

16.483 
87,552 

2.328 

2.269 

2.352 

191.247 

X 

N/A 
x i  

X 
1.501.247 

X 
X 
X 

1,501,2471 

X 

1.899 

e47 

NIA  
N I A  
N I A  
NlA 

M I A  
wik 

N I A  

N IA  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

NIA 
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N/li 
N I A  

NIA 

N I A  

N I A  . . ~ ~  ...................................... Appeal t o  j u r y  sessions NIA m k  N/A NILI 
.................................................. Tota l  j u v e n i l e  N I A  34,376 2.746i N I A  

Grand t o t a l  N/A 3.839.259 2.322.052i NIA ...................................................... 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

T i cke ts  pa id  ............... 1,086,583 
Parking: 

Complaints disposed of ..... 414.664 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N/A - This case type i s  handled by the cour t .  but the data are unavai lab le.  or not i n  a useable form. 

acourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  o f  count: 

Beginning on J a n ~ a ~ y  1, 1979. the D i s t r i c t  Court Department had j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  f i r s t  ins tance and de novo appeal requests f o r  s i r -person 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  O f  count i s  the number o f  CoKqldlntS. 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  f i l e d  f i g u r e  doer no t  i nc lude  DYIIDUI Cases. 
To ta l  t r a f f i c  disposed f i g u r e  does no t  i nc lude  DYIIDUI o r  o t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  cases. 
To ta l  j u v e n i l e  disposed doer not i nc lude  c r im ina l - t ype  offense or j u v e n i l e  appeals. 
Grand t o t a l  disposed f i g u r e  does no t  i nc lude  c r i m i n a l  appeals cases, OP j u v e n i l e  appeals Cases. 

Cr iminal  complaints inc lude some f e l o n y  cases. 
To ta l  misdemeanor and c r im ina l  f i l e d  cases i nc lude  WIIDUI and Operating so as t o  endanger Cases. 

There were appeals f i l e d  i n  a l l  t h ree  types Of j u v e n i l e  cases: 

j u r y  t r i a l s .  Appeals no longer went t o  t h e  12-person j u r y  session i n  t h e  Superior Court Department. 

<Data are not  complete: 

JExplanat ion o f  data included i n  t h e  category: 

kAdd i t i ona l  i n f o r m t i o n :  

A maximum 5-year Sentence may be g iven i n  these f e l o n y  cases. 

1,134 c a m  from Cr iminal - type Offense cases. 42 from status offense cases. 
and 75 from non-offense cases. 

Source: Chief Admin is t ra t ive Just ice,  Annual Report-The O f f i c e  o f  the Chief Admin i s t ra t i ve  Just ice O f  t h e  T r i a l  C o w t ,  1979 (Boston. 
Massachusetts: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT DEPARTUENT. HASSACHUSETTSa 

Court of w n e r a l  l u r i r d i c t i o n  

I 

1 coirt. 9 j i s t i c e s  

? eg,nmng pending Disposed 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

pending 
C i v i l d :  

Law 
c i v i l  ................................................... 
Supplementary process c i v i l  ............................. 
Transfer  f rom Superior Court ............................ 
Transfer t o  Superior Court Oepartment 

Tota l  .................................................... ................... 
Peal p roper t y  r i g h t s :  

s a l 1  claims: 
Summary process ......................................... 
Small c l a i m  ............................................ 
Supplementary process small c l a i m  ...................... 

Tota l  .................................................... 
D W e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Support lcustody: 
URESA ................................................. 

Mental heal th :  
Mental comnitments ...................................... 

Appeal : 
Appeal of t r i a l  c o u r t  case: 

Appe l l a te  d i v i s i o n  .................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ................................................ 

Criwinald:  
Other cr iminal :  

Jury of s i x  casesk ....................................... 
D o m r t i c  r e l a t i o n d  ...................................... 
&her c r i m i n a l  conpla in ts  ............................... 

Total .................................................... 
Tota l  c r i m i n a l  ............................................ 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

T r a f f i c :  

Complaints .............................................. 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ............................................. 

Grand t o t a l  ................................................. 
T r i a l d  

To ta l  
c i v i l  (law) ............ x x m  

Jury o f  s i xJ  ......... X X 793 
Complaintsj ........... X X 9.137 

Tota l  ................. X x 9.930 
Tota l  .................. X X 12.635 

Cr iminal  and t r a f f i d :  

Time i n t e r v a l  data ( c r im ina l  j w y  of s i x )  (days1  

Aging o f  corrpleted caseload: 
Under 30 days ................ 348 
31 t o  60 days ................ 285 
61 t o  90 days ................ 109 
9 1  t o  120 days ............... 35 
Over 120 days ................ 16 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

-- 

N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
NIA 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  

24.221 
1.240 
2.953 _ _  

28,414 

15,433 
104 
407 
368 

16.312 

520 399 

2,409 548 
125 100 

2,534 648 

241 241 

35 35 

39 10 

31.783 17.645 

__ 

13.862 X 

18,596 - X 

18.596 X 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

_ _  

N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
NIA  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  64,241 36.341k 

Cr iminal  and t r a f f i c  dispositions 

G u i l t y  pleas .................... + .. 
k q u i t t e d  ........................ 1.067 N I A  
Bound over t o  grand j u r y  ......... 719 _ _  
Placed on f i l e ,  dismissed. etc. .. 3.822 _ _  

5 Remanded ......................... _ _  
Oefaulted ........................ -- 187 
Dismissed ........................ _ _  45 
Yithdrawn ........................ N I A  56 

Jury of 
Corn l a i n t s j  

C i v i l  ( law) d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Removed t o  Superior Court .. 379 
Oefaulted .................. 11.185 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
case t ype  i s  handled by t h e  cour t .  but the data a r e  unavai lab le.  
a f o p  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  Mew not ava i l ab le  by category. 

aCoUrt Y i s d i c t i o n :  kAddi t ional  in format ion:  
on January 1979. t h e  Boston Municipal Court Department The Boston Municipal Court Departwent received j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  

ved j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  f i r s t  ins tance and de novo appeal ho ld six-person j u r y  sessions on January 1, 1979. t h e  middle O f  
the cou r t  repo r t i ng  period. Oata given here cover t h i s  
s i x w n t h  per iod and inc lude  f i r s t  instance requests fo r  j u r y  
t r i a l s  as we l l  as de novo appeals. 

d isposal  and v i o l a t i o n  O f  laws r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  dags 

s f o r  six-person j u r y  t r i a l s .  
i o n  or  ""it O f  c o m t :  

case i s  counted a t  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or canpla in t .  
na l  case u n i t  of count I s  t h e  number of complaints. 

i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn or when an opening 
ent  or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs. 

o f  data inc luded i n  t h e  category: IMttePs. 

viol'ence. 

complaint cares i nc lude  c r i m i n a l  dowestic re la t i ons .  t r a f f i c  
conpla in ts .  and o the r  c r im ina l  complaints. 

h e  1,751 c r i m i n a l  j u r y  o f  s i x  cases i nvo l ved  889 defendants. 
Ihe cour t  a l so  issued 327 search warrants and 5,677 rubbish 

domestic r e l a t i o n s  cares are I nc iden ts  o f  domestic 

T r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  data g iven f o r  c r im ina l  and t r a f f i c  

Source: Chief Admin i s t ra t i ve  Justice. Annual Report-The O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Ch ie f  Admin i s t ra t i ve  Jus t i ce  o f  t h e  T r i a l  Court,  1979 (8oston. 
bssachuse t t s :  1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



WSACHUSE~S uno  C O W  DEPARTMENT 
Court  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 court.  3 j u s t i c e s  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

303 

End 
pending w eg,nn,ng pending Disposed 

C i r i l d :  
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s :  ...................... .................... Land r e g i s t r a t i o n  and land con f i rma t ion  1,491 343 304 1.530 

Subsequent p e t i t l o n r  o f  land r e g i r t r a t i o n  52 1,993 2.008 37 
Tax l i e n s  .................................................... 3.799 2.125 1.139 4.785 
Equi ty  and miscel laneous ..................................... 8.043 4,544 4.406 8.181 

Tota l  ......................................................... 13.385 9.005 7.857 14,533 - - 
Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 13.385 9,005 7.857 14.533 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 13.385 9,005 7.857 14.533 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM p ro jec t .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 

kAdd i t i ona l  in format ion:  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or Complaint. 

There were 38 land conf i rmat ions f i l e d  and 34 disposed. 

h r i n g  t h e  court year. 277 decree plans were made and 734 subdiv is ions were handled by the cou r t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the data repor ted on t h i s  

The remainder of t h e  land r e g i s t r a t i o n  and land conf i rmat ion cares were l a n d  
reg i  s t r a t i o m .  

p r o f i  1 e. 

Source: Chief Admin is t ra t ive Just ice.  
Massachusetts: 

Annual Repwt--The Off ice o f  t h e  Chief Admin i s t ra t i ve  Jus t i ce  o f  t h e  T r i a l  Court. 1979 (Boston, 
1979). S t a t i r t 3 c r  are from the annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed uhere necessary. 

MSUCHUSETTS JUVENILE COURT LEPARlNEW 
Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t l o n  

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 
4 COUrtSb. 7 j u s t i c e s  

tnd 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
c r im ina ld :  ~~ 

MisdePanor: 
Adu l t  ........................................................ 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
Jured led: 

cri.ina1-type of fenre:  
Juven i l e  c r i m i n a l  ............................................ 
Delinquent ................................................... 
Appel l a te - -de l  lnquency ....................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
C h i l d  i n  need of serv ices .................................... 
Appel la te- -ch i ld  i n  need o f  serv ices ......................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Ch i ld ren  i n  need o f  care and p r o t e c t i o n  ...................... 
Appellate-care and p r o t e c t i o n  ............................... 

Status offenses: 

Won-offense: 

- .  i o t a t  ......................................................... 
Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

N/A 

N/A 

M I A  
N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
M I A  

36 

36 

24 
11.550 

318 
11.892 

1,837 
1 

1.838 

572k 
88 

660 - 
14,390 

NIA 
N I A  
M I A  
N l A  

N/A 

3 
N/A 

N I A  
N I A  
N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
M I A  
R I A  

NIA 
N/A 

NIA 
M I A  

Grand t o t a l k  ..................................................... N l A  14,426 n i A  N l A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM p ro jec t .  
NIA - This case type i s  handled by the Court. but t h e  data are unavai lab le.  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  reporting system Informat ion:  
The four cou r t s  a re  located I n  Boston, B r i s t o l ,  Sp r ing f i e ld .  and YoPCester. 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
The c r i m i n a l  and j u v e n i l e  case u n i t  of count i s  the number o f  canpla in ts .  

kAdd i t l ona l  in format ion:  
I n  the course o f  conducting the business of the Court. 68.080 j u d i c i a l  determinat ions were made. 
The 572 complaints for  c h i l d r e n  i n  need of care and p r o t e c t i o n  repvesent 1.116 ch i l d ren .  

The appe l l a te  d l v i q l o n  i s  l oca ted  i n  8oston. 

Source: Chief  A d d n i s t r a t i v e  Justice. Annual Report-The O f f i c e  of t h e  Chief Admin i s t ra t i ve  Jus t i ce  of t h e  T r i a l  C w P t .  1979 
k s s a c h u s e t t s :  1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cowu ted  where necessary. 

(Boston. 



304 
MSSACHUSETTS PRo81lE AWl FMILV CWRT DEPlUITMENl 

Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 4  courts. 27 j u s t i c e s  

e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

pending 

ci  v i  Id: 
+%tic re la t i ons :  

Pce .................................................... 
Desert ions and l i v i n g  apar t  ................................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
S-eparate support and maintenance ........................... 
Custody of minors  .......................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Abuse prevent p e t i t i o n s  .................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
YillS ...................................................... 
Pdmin i r t ra t i ons  ............................................ 

Support lcustody: 

..................................... 

Estate: 
Probate/*111rlintertite: 

.................................................... 
ip lcascrvatorshipl trurrrrrhfp:  
ships (minor and menta l ly  i l l )  ..................... 

Frur teeships ............................................... 
Accdunrs and d i s t r i b u t i o n s  ................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Pdr t i . t i ons  ................................................. 
Real estate sales .......................................... 
Equi tab le r e l i e f  ........................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 

Other c i v i l  .................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Other estate: 

25.144 
90 

25,234 

3,458 
304 

3.762 
2.852 

1,215 
33.063 

14.024 
10.592 
24,616 

2,618 
951 

22.062 
25,631 

259 
3.456 
1,363 
5.078 

55.325 

17.432 

105.820 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N t A  105.820 N t A  UtI 

BaldfGe headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s r r f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM p r o j e c t .  
N/A s hirs case type i s  handled by the Court, bu t  the data a re  unavai lab le.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A ciMl case i s  Counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 

Source: Chief Admims t ra t i ve  Just ice.  Annual Report-Off ice o f  t h e  Chief  Admin i s t ra t i ve  Jus t i ce  o f  t h e  T r i a l  Court. 1979 (Barton. 
Passachuietts: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



MICHIGAN COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

. 
COURT OF APPEALS 
(3 PANELS) 
18 judges 
JLlkdiction: 
- Appealrara matteraf right f romCir-  

cuit Court and Recorder's Court o f  
Detroit. 

305 

Intermediate 

C O U r t  
appella1e 1 

SUPREME COURT 
7jurticer 
Jurisdiction: 
- Conridere applications for leave to 

appeal. mainly f rom decisionsot the 
Court of Appealr, and grants appealr 
a I a  malt?r"f d i ~ r r ~ r i n "  

lury trials. I I IUrVtridl.. I 

COURT OF CLAIMS 
1 circuit judge ~ e r v e ~  
lurirdirt ion: 
- Juriidirt ion over claims and demands 

against State over 5100 except where 
Circuit Court has jurisdiction. 

No jury trials. 

Court 
of 1161 
cesort 1 

CIRCUIT COURT (52) 
163 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exrlui ive domestic relations, equity. 
and general CiYil mer $10.000. 

-Exrlurivc felony jurisdiction except 
where thereare specialcriminal 
COurtI .  r Appeals de nuvooron record. 

DISTRICT COURT 
(90) 
213judge. 
J"rirdiCli0": 
-Exrlurivecivil litigation under 
$10,000 excluding equity. 
Small claims underl300. 

-Misdemeanors, ordinance 
violations wi th sentence less 
than 1 year. felony 
preliminariee. 

lurv trials. 

PROBATE COURT 
(64) 
85 judger 
Junrdiction: 
-Exclurive jurirdictiolr over 
cases pertaining to wills. 
erfafer. and other related 
matterr. 

-Exclusive delinquency, 
dependency, and neglect 
jurirdiction. 

lurv trial3in iuvenile. 

COMMON PLEAS MUNICIPAL COURT 

13judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive civil actions under 
$5,Oooin Detroit.Civil 
action3 under $lo,ooo. Small 
claims under $300. Landlord 
and tenant. 

-Criminal arraignments in 
Wayne County. 

l o  judger 
Juerdiction; 
-Civil. landlord and tenant 
under $1,500. Somecourts 
handle small cldimi. 

-Misdemeanors. traffic and 
ordinance violations w i th  
finer less than BSOOand 
sentence leis than 3 months. 

Court. o f  
limited 

jurisdiction 1 
Indicates routeof appeal. t 
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IIICHIMN WPREIlE COIR1  ~~~ ~~~~ 

c o u r t  of l a s t  resort 
7 j u s t i c e s  

J u l y  1. 1970 t o  June 30. 1979 
End 

pending aeginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

cases: ........................................................ X X ................................................... Y A 
Appeals X 

To ta l  appeals 7 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O i  s c i p l  inary :  
S ta te  Bar Grievance b a r d  .................................. X 
Super intending cont ro l  o f  Grievance b a r d  o r  Board o f  

Law Examiners ............................................ X 
J u d i c i a l  Tenure Comnission ................................. X 

Tota l  ....................................................... X 

Request f o r  advisory op in ion  fPom Governor o r  Leg is la tu re  .. X 
C e r t i f i e d  quest ion per GCR 1963, 797 ....................... X 

Tota l  ....................................................... X 
Total  ........................................................ X 

Adv isory  opinion: 

Requests t o  * p a l  : 
A p p l i c a t i o n s  from dec is ion  of Court Of Appeals ............... X 
A m l i c a t i o n s  o r i o r  t o  dec is ion  o f  Court of Aooealr ........... X . .  . .  

Total  ......................................................... X 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................... 7 

8 

27 
1 
36 

3 
3 
6 

42 

1,405 
23 

1,428 
1.4/0 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

To ta l  cases ..................................................... 850 1.470 ( 5 5 ~  1.508 (55)e 812 

Manner of  d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  cases 

......... k i t t e n  op in ion  ................ 127 Dismissed o r  withdrawn 34 
Order wi thout op in ion  .......... 175 Cases granted .................. 55 

Denial of leave t o  appeal ...... 1.161 
~~ 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSlH p ro jec t .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by CategoPy. -- = bt app l icab le .  

ecases no t  inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: kAdd i t iona l  In fo rmat ion :  
Requests t o  appeal granted are no t  counted as disposed u n t i l  Of t he  1,470 cases f i l e d .  634 were c i v i l  and 836 were c r im ina l  

t h e  appeal i;s disposed: a f i l i n g  i s  n o t  counted for the  appeal. cases. 
These granted requests t o  appeal a re  the  numbers appearing ir 
parentheses. 

Source: State Court Admin is t ra to r .  Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing. Michigan: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r o m  the  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
hqyc been computed where necessary. - 

MICHIGAN COURT OF A P P W  
In termed ia te  a p p e l l a t e  c w r t  

3 pmnelr. 18 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  Wc-r 31. 1979 

pending 
----Kf- 

pending Beginning F i  1 ed Disposed 

cases: 
Appeals: 

&aim of appeal .............................................. 3,862 X 
To ta l  appeals ................................................. J;Hsr 7 

Other cases: 
o r i  )ni l  proceedings ......................................... N I A  4%: neqvests t o  appeal ........................................... 

T o 6 i ' d t h e r  cases .............................................. 
X 
X r;sn 

X 
X 

A 

Total cases ..................................................... N I A  5,499 5.159 V A  

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

W i t t e n  op in ion  .................... 2,790n 
Order .............................. 2.369 

b l ' d  ;ate.:headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSlM pro jec t .  
NlA 1 yiis case type i s  handled by the  cou r t  bu t  the  data a re  unavai lable.  
X * The data f a r  t h i s  case type  are knwn t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l .  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

" Informat ion on d ispos i t i on  type or t r i a l  data: 

Source: State Court Admin is t ra to r .  Annual Report 1979-80 (Lansing. Michigan: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  

The number of ' m i t t e n  opinions includes per curiam and memorandum opinions. 

have been Computed h e r e  necessary. 
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MICHIGAN CIRCUlT COURfl 

Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
52 C i r c u i t s .  163 judges 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

pending 

c i  v i  Id: 
T o n :  

Auto t o e :  
Auto negl igance ............................................ 

Product l i a b i l i t y  to r t  ....................................... 
Other  t o r t  ................................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Marr iage d isso lUt ion:  

Divorce .................................................... 
Support/curtody : 

URESAIsupport .............................................. 
Other  h r t i c  re la t i ons :  

P a t e r n i t y  .................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

c l o m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Appeal : 
Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency care: 

Appeal o f  t r i a l  court case: 
Labor r e l a t i o n s  ............................................ 
Appeal from O i s t r i c t  cou r t  ................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Other c i v i l :  

Other general c i v i l  .......................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminal*: 
Felony: 

C r i m i n a l j  .................................................... 
Appeal from D i s t r i c t  Court ................................... Appeal : 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

c i v i l :  
T o r t  ................. 645 210 855k 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ... 71 2,578 2,649 
Appeal ............... 2 19 21 
Other  c i v i l  .......... 461 1,195 1,656 

To ta l  ................. 1.179 4.002 5.181 
Cr iminal :  

Felony .............. 1.542 510 2,052 
A p e a l  ............... 2 13 15 

T o t a l  ................. 1,544 523 2.067 
Grand t o t a l  ............. 2,723 4.525 7.248 

O i rm i rsa l s  ............................... 
Transfer remands t o   love^ cour t  .......... 
NO D P O ~ P ~ S S  .............................. . .  
Bench warrant ............................ 
Other j u d i c i a l  d i spos i t i ons  .............. 
No"-sePYice .............................. 

AUtO 
t o r t  

309 
157 
0 

8.096 
1,862 

2m 

19,568! 
579! 

2.981' 
23,0681 

8,7561 

617i 

9.3731 

Cr iminal  d i  r p o r i  t i o n s i  

Tota l  

O i r rn i r ra l r  ..................... 3.778 166 3.944 
G v i l t y  pleas ................... E% % 1m 
Remands t o  lower  cou r t  ......... 1,324 113 1;437 
No progress .................... 0 0 0 
Bench warrant .................. 879 0 879 
Other j u d i c i a l  d i spos i t i ons  .... 7,660 206 7.866 
Non-service .................... 1,680 0 1.680 

C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons i  
Product 

l i a b i l i t v  Other Marriaae 
t o r t  t a r t  d i r s o l u i i o n  
137 1,308 7,122 

9 151 0 
6 177 3.330 
0 0 372 

73 714 64.505 
139 812 16.326 

SUPPOW w 
0 

486 
98 

13,901 
5,046 

Other 
doDeStic 
re1 a t i o n s  

1.497 
0 

194 
130 

4.742 
2,005 

2 
9 
0 

35 
32 

T r i a l  
cou r t  

9% 
88 
68 
0 

502 
0 

other 
c i r i 1  

481 
1.305 

15 
30.458 
8.108 

m T o t a l  
m 3  

1.040 
5,732 

615 
123,026 
34.330 

Age of pending caseloadi (6130/791 Time i n t e r v a l  data? (average m n t h s l  

F i l i n g  t o  beginn ing o f  t r i a l  Cases pending mre than t w o  years: 
C i v i l :  

c i v i l :  T o r t  .......................... 7.581 
Oomestic r e l a t i o n s  ............ 3.010 Auto t o r t  .............................. 29.1 23.5 

Product l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  ................. 32.6 23.3 Appeal ........................ 64 
Other t o r t  20.0 Other c i v i l  ................... 10.059 ............................. 31.7 
Marr iage d i s s o l u t i o n  and suppor t lcur tody Total .......................... 20.714 

Other  damestic m i a t i o n s  ............... 19.5 18.2 Felony ........................ 171 
A l l  other c i v i l  ........................ 30.7 13.6 Appeal ........................ 7 

Cr im ina l  6.1 Total .......................... 178 ................................ 7.0 
Grand t o t a l  ..................... 20,892 

(hear ings)  .............................. 12.2 Cr iminal  : 

(continued on next page) 



308 Michigan C i r c u i t  Court (con t inued l~  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  ClaISi f iCat ionS used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  -- - Hot appl icable.  

k a l e  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of c o u r t :  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on t h e  in fo rmat ion .  i n d i c t m o t .  o r  Complaint. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A "on- jury t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1979 c o u r t  year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  fo r  the  1978 Court year. 
In  1979. data were a v a i l a b l e  fo r  som count ies t h a t  d i d  no t  r e p o r t  i n  1978. 

t h e  1979 c o u r t  year t o  be d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  those repor ted  as pending a t  the  end o f  t h e  1978 C O w t  year. 
i t u t a  a r e  no t  complete: 

Ho caseload data a v a i l a b l e  fo r  Arenac. Jackson, OP b s o n  Counties. 
No t ime t o  disDOSition data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Arenac. Jackson. Maion. OP Uwne Counties. 

This caused t h e  data reported as pending a t  t h e  beginning o f  

jExp lanat ion  o f  data included i n  t h e  category: 

kAdd i t iona l  informat ion:  
Cr iminal  includes some h i g h  misdemeanors t h a t  ape punishable by more than  1 year i n  pr ison .  

O f  t o r t  t r i a l s .  662 t r i a l s  were conducted for auto t o r t ,  30 f o r  products l i a b i l i t y  t o r t  and163 f o r  o ther  t o r t .  O f  domestic r e l a t i o n s  
t r i a l s ,  2.436 t r i a l s  were conducted f o r  marriage d i s s o l u t i o n .  
o f  appeals, 7 t r i a l s  were conducted f o r  admin is t ra t i ve  agency appeals, 14 f o r  appeals o f  t r i a l  c o u r t  cases. 

22 f o r  supor t l cus tody  and 191 f o r  o ther  d o m s t i c  re la t ions .  Of t r i a l s  

Source: S ta te  Court Administrator.  Annual Report 1978-79 and C i r c u i t  Court Supplement (Lansing, Michigan: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  ape from the  
annual repor t  and supplement except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

MICHIG~II COURT OF c u i n s a  
Court  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c i r c u i t  judge serves 
J u l y  1, 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 - 

End 
pending 

.. 
B e g l n m n g  pending F i l e d  OiSpOSed 

c i r i l d :  
Appeal : 

Appeal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
Cares ...................................................... 591 
Appealsj ................................................... 149 

Total  ....................................................... 740 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 740 

3681: 
14 

382 

382 

332 
149 
481 - 
481 

627 
14 

641 

641 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 740 382 481 641 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Cases: 

Set t led  ......................... 
Consent judgment ................ 
Dismissed on motion ............. 
Oisnissed on s t i p u l a t i o n  ........ 
Judgment f o r  p l a i n t i f f  .......... 
Judgment f o r  defendant .......... 
Oiscontinued .................... 
Dismissed by c o u r t  .............. 
Cancel--dupl icate ............... 
Uithdrawn ....................... 
Allowed ......................... 
Denied .......................... 
Uithdrawn ....................... 
Dismissed ....................... 
Returned t o  VVEBS ............... 

Appeals: 

8 
79 

102 
74 
19 
17 
15 
1 
0 

17 

35 
114 

n 
0 

. o  

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  

acourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dcase ded1h:i'tion o r  u n i t  of count: 

jE ro tandt ibn  of data inc luded i n  t h e  CatePOrY: 

Oata for t h i s  cour t  are included w i t h  the  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  Since circuit judges serve. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or c o q l a i n t .  

E f f e c t i v e  January 1. 1979. t h e  
j u n i h d i c t i o n  o f  the  Court O f  C l a i m  w i l l  be assigned t o  the  30th J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t .  

?Ap ealis a re  appeals under t h e  Vietnam-& Bonus Section Act. 

Carer f i l e d  includes 9 cases remanded from appel late Courts. 
kAdbl&iial informat ion:  

hurce:  State Court M m i n i s t r a t o r .  Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing, Michigan: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary. 



RECORDER'S COURT OF.DETRDIT, UICHIGAW 
Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 court. 23 judger  
January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder 31. 1979 

309 

- P Tnd 
F i l e d  Disposed pending 
3 

pending 

' r im ina l  :d 
Fel my: 

H i s d e a n o r :  

Ordinance ri 01 a t i  on : 

Felony D i v i s i o n  ........................................... 2.764 11,151 10,970 2.945 

Misdemanor D i v i s i o n  ...................................... N I A  6.527 6.090 N l A  

C i t y  ordinance--NOn-traffic ............................... 125,056 68,543 44,073 149.526 

T O ~ ~ I  c r im ina l  ............................................. 127,~zoi  86.221 61,133 152.471f 

__ - 

r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

State of fenses-Traf f ic  ................................... 16,598 16,230 
C i t y  ordinance--Traff ic ................................... 187.075 347,414 

Tota l  ...................................................... 203.673 363.644 

9.974 22,974 
287.233 247.256 
297,207 270,230 - 

Total  t r a f f i c  ............................................... 203.673 363,644 297.207 270.230 

rand t o t a l  ................................................... 331,493i 449.865 358.34Ck 4zz,7oi i  

~ 

T r i a l d  Cr iminal  d i spos i t i ons  

a Nan-jury Tota l  

Misdemeanor .............. 35 2,883 2,918 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  ..... N I A ,  N I A .  N I A .  

T r a f f i c  ................... NIA. N IA .  N I A .  

Cr iminal :  
Felony ................... 528 541 1.069 

To ta l  .................... 563' 2,4241 3.9871 

Grand t o t a l  ................ 563' 2,424' 3,987' 

Felon)r Misdemeanor 

Not gui 1 t y  ..................... N I A  205 
N I A  2,178 Dismissed ...................... 

A f t e r  t r i a l :  

Convicted ...................... N I A  535h 

m i l t y  p lea .................... 5,355 3,172 
M i m i s s a l s  before t r i a l  ........ 3.152 0 
Remands t o  lower cour t  ......... 0 0 
Bench warrants ................. 1,000 0 
Other j u d i c i a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  ..... 394 0 
Non-service .................... 0 0 

Before t r i a l :  

oldface headings i nd i ca ted  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
/A - This case type i s  handled by the cou r t  but the data a re  unavai lab le.  

Court j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Care d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
The Court i s  d i v ided  i n t o  th ree  div. isions: the Felony Div is ion.  the Misdemeanor D iv i s ion ,  and t h e  T r a f f i c  and Ordinance D iv i s ion .  

The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  t h e  number Of defendants on t h e  Warrant. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  rwom. 
A nan- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted when the f i r s t  witness i s  Sworn.  

The number of misdemeanors Convicted a t  t r i a l  Mas Calcu lated by sub t rac t i ng  the number not g v l t y  and t h e  number dismissed from the number o f  
F igure was computed: 

t r i a l  I .  
Data are no t  complete: 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  and grand t o t a l  pending f i gu res  do not i nc lude  nisdeneanors. 
Tota l  c r im ina l  t r i a l  f igures do not i nc lude  t r i a l s  conducted an Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  cases. 
Grand t o t a l  t r i a l  f igures do not i nc lude  t r i a l s  Conducted on ordinance v i o l a t i o n  o r  t r a f f i c  cares. 

The Misdemeanor D i v i s i o n  also disposed o f  1,262 Wr i t s  and other  mat ters .  
4dd i t i ond l  in format ion:  

3urce: State Court Admin is t ra tor .  Annual R e p o ~ t  1978-1979 (Lansing. Michigan: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  w e  from the annual repor t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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COENOW PLEAS COURT OF DETROIT. MlCHIGAtP 

Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 Court, 13 judges 

Ju ly  1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

pending fi pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i  v i  1 d : 
t a r :  

C i v i l  ........................................................ 50.6371 
Small c l a i a  ................................................... 1.52bf 
Real  property r i gh ts :  

Sumnary proceedings .......................................... 34.864f - 
101.039 

2.568 

42,822 __ 

85.621 
2,247 

38.990 

22.4269 
469 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 87,027f 146.429 126.858 27,2079 

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  
C r in ina ld :  

Nan- t ra f f i c  .................................................. N/A N/A 2 N/A 
To ta l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. N I A  N I A  nm N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 87.027fi i46.429i 126,858i ZI.ZOIP~ 

C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons  
T r i a l d  Real 

Jury Non-jury TOt.l Law c l a i m  r i  h t s  Total 
Dismissal .................... 6-0 7 +I- 

Law ............................. 173 1,356 1.529 Non-service .................. 35,777 619 5.480 41.876 

Real p r o p r t y  r i g h t s  ............ 602 5.512 6,114 
To ta l  c i v i l  ...................... 175 7.119 7,894 

h a l l  property 

c i v i l :  

%all c l a i m  ...................... 251 251 Other j u d i c i a l  d i spos i t i ons  .. 41,765 932 19.185 61.882 

Age o f  pending careload 

C i v i l  ( law) cases pending over one year .................... 2,256 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l . sS i f i ca t i ons  used by the C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N l A  - This case t ype  i s  handled by the cou r t  bu t  the data a re  unavailable.. 

aCOwt ' u r i s d i c t i o n :  
mall c l a i m  cases are handled by the C i v i l  Oiv is ion.  
p r t y  r i g h t s  cases a re  handled by the Landlord-tenant D iv i s ion .  
t i o n  or  u n i t  of count: 

a l e  i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  Complaint. 
A ju.ry t r i a l  i s  counted *hen the j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

n i n  t h e  annual repor t .  
not equal the d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

I repor ted i n  the annual repor t .  

do no t  i nc lude  c r i m i n a l  cases. 

fBeginnihg pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 C o w t  year doer not equal t h e  end pending f i gu re  for  the 1978 Court year: 

Source: State Court Admin is t ra tor .  Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing, Michigan: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r o m  t h e  annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed *here necessary. 



MICHIGAN DISTRICT COURfi 
Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

90 courts. 213 judges 
July 1, 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

31 1 

endin endin 

C i  v i  Id: 
Law: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 25.515fi 177.2091 
k l l  c la ims ................................................... 6.10bfi 80.7601 

Sunmary proceedings .......................................... X f i  76.763i 

Tota l  d v i i  ..................................................... 36,047fi 334.7321 

Peal proper t y  r i gh ts :  

C r ia ina ld :  
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  

Other c r im ina l :  
Ordin.nce--nOntT~ffiC ........................................ 19,859fi 100.4041 

State offense-nontraff ic .................................... 19.366fi 193,5571 

168,576! 
77.5531 

74.6251 

320.7541 

97.8931 22,370i 

189,034i 23,8891 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 39,195fi 293.9614 286,927i 46.25gi 

T r a f f i c :  
Pa r t i ng :  

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
State and ordinance park ing .................................. 54.394fi 366,6241 331.9211 89.097i 

Ord inance- t ra f f ic  ........................................... 75.768fi . 908.3251 897,454: 86.639: 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... i83.68ofi 1,985,0541 1.920.047i 248.6871 

S ta te  of fense- t ra f f ic  ....................................... 53.51Efi 710,105i 690,672! 72.951! 

Total ......................................................... 129.286fi 1.618.43Oi 1,588,1261 159,5901 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 358,952fi 2.613.747i 2.527.728i 344.9711 

c i v i l .  
Law ....................... 663 5.529 6.192 
h a l l  c l a i m  .............. 0 10,218 10,218 
Peal p r o p r t y  r i g h t s  ...... 128 13,129 13.257 

To ta l  ...................... 791 28.876 29.667 
Cr iminal :  

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n  ....... 508 6.588 7.096 
Other c r i m i n a l  ............ 1.025 4,654 5,679 

To ta l  ...................... 1.533 11.242 12.775 

Park ing  ................... 7 1.622 1.629 
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  ... 2.003 35.452 37.455 
Total ...................... 2.010 37.074 39.084 

Grand Total .................. 4.334 77.192 81,526 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n r i  

T r a f f i c :  

Other 
f ..>*+i, ....... 

v i o l a t i o n  Tota l  
G u i l t y  p leas .................. 21.708 214,211 2 3 m  
Dismissals .................... 26.110 79.186 105.296 .~ 
Pre l im ina ry  exam waived ....... _ _  563 563 
Prel iminary exam conducted .... _- 231 231 
Bench warrants ................ 3.222 26,233 29.455 

Mag is t ra te  .................... 20.821 272,384 293.205 
T r a f f i c  Bureau ................ 173.733 759.414 933.147 
Non-service ................... 64.351 162,544 226,895 ................... 0 0 No progress _ _  
Other j u d i c i a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  ... 20.347 35,905 56.252 

C i r i l  d i s p 0 s i t i o n s i  

Real 
small property 

Law C1ai.I y l g h t s  Total - -  
Dismissals ................... 23.948 14.443 14,088 52.479 
Bench warrants ............... 324 42 2 368 
No progress .................. 7.408 2.516 1.451 11.375 

Won-service .................. 63.305 25.677 18.027 107.009 
Other j u d i c i a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  .. 67.399 24.657 21.804 119.856 

Cr iminal  d i  sposi t i  onsi 

Ordinance Other 
Y i o l a t i o n  5 

G u i l t y  pleas .................... 34,147 44,965 79,112 
'Msmissals  ...................... 16,826 21.969 38.795 
Hag is t ra te  ...................... 5.156 36.004 41.160 
T r a f f i c  bureau .................. 9,963 8.468 18.431 
Bench warrants .................. 6.144 6.455 12.599 
Pre l iminary exam waived ......... 0 11.161 11.161 
Pre l iminary exam conducted ...... 1 11,099 11.100 
Other j u d i c i a l  d i spos i t i ons  ..... 4,766 10.338 15.104 
Won-rervice ..................... 13.794 32.8% 46.690 

Age of pending caseload1 

C i v i l  cases pending over one year: 
Law ............................ 12.353 
k l l  claim5 ................... 2.221 
Real property r i s h t s  ........... 1.226 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  Class i f iCat iOns used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  _- - Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  O f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The cp iminal  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  the number Of defendants on the in format ion.  ind ic tment .  or complaint. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A nan- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted when the f i r s t  witness i s  swam.  

I n  1979, data w e ~ e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  some count ies t h a t  d i d  not r e p o r t  i n  1978. 

No data were a v a i l a b l e  from the Courts i n  Bdrry. Ecoise. Kentuood. L ivonia and Newaygo. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  fo r  1979 court year does not equal t h e  end pending f i gu re  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year. 

<Data a m  no t  complete: 

This caused the data repor ted as pending a t  t h e  beginning O f  
the 1979 cou r t  year t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from those Peporred as pending a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  1978 Court year. 

Source: State Court M m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing. Michigan: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary. 



31 2 n t c n i w  WIICIPU COURT 
Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 c w r t s .  10 judges 
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

pending aeginmng pending F i l e d  Disposed tnd 

c i  v i  Id :  
Law: 

Real proper ty  r i g h t s :  

c i v i l  ........................................................ 1.968f 
S U I 1  C l l l 6  ................................................... of 

Sunnary proceedings .......................................... 125f 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 2.0Wf 

Cr iminald:  

2,206 
10 

1.263 

3.479 

~~ 

o r d i n a ~ c  " i o l l t i o " :  

0th; G i q n a l :  
OPdinince--Non-traf f ic  ....................................... 58 l f  4,832 

s t a t e  af fense--non- t ra f f ic  ................................... 79f 

2.378 
10 

1.293 

3.681 

4,743 

1.173 

1.796 
0 

95 

1,891 

670 

106 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 660f 6.032 5.916 776 

T r a f f i c  : 
par t i ng :  

State ordinance and parking .................................. 2.211f 7.360 

State o f f e n s e - t r a f f i c  ......................................... 12f 2,057 
Ord inance-- t ra f f ic  ............................................ 2.940f 25.817 

Total .......................................................... 2,952f 27,874 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

- 
Total  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 5.163f 35.234 

5,579 3,992 

1.788 281 
26;430 
28.218 

2.327 
2.608 

33.797 6.600 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 7.916f 44,745 43,394 9,267 

.Car ......................... 2 96 98 
shall c la ims ................ 0 2 2 
&at proper ty  r i g h t s  ........ o 58 58 

.,%tbl ........................ 2 156 158 

Cr iminal  d i s p a s i t i o n r  

Ordinance a h e r  
v i o l a t i o n  E 

G u i l t y  pleas ................... 1.290 209 1 . 4 9  
Dismissals ..................... 923 163 1.086 
Bench warrants ................. 189 64 253 
Pre l iminary exam waived  ........ 0 215 215 

&@naI: 
psdinance v i o l a t i o n  ......... 10 317 327 
Other c r im ina l  .............. 2 39 4 1  

Total ........................ 12 356 368 

Parking ..................... 0 97 97 
T r a f f i c :  

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  ..... 11 1.051 1,062 
Total ........................ 11 1.148 1,159 

Grand Total .................... 25 1.660 1,685 

C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons  

Pre l iminary exam Conducted ..... 0 209 209 
No progress 0 0 0 
Other j u d i c i a l  d i spos i t i ons  .... 399 94 493 
T r a f f i c  bureau ................. 1.125 31 1,156 
Magistrate ..................... 0 0 0 
Nan-service .................... 490 147 637 

.................... 

T r a f f i c  d i spos i t i ons  

Orher 
Real t r a f f i c  

Swll proper ty  v i o l a t i o n  Tofal 

Dirmirsa ls  .......... 421 1 103 525 Dismissals .................. 193 1.524 1.717 
Bench warrants ...... 1 0 0 1 Pre l iminary exam waived ...... 0 6 6 

Other j u d i c i a l  Bench warrants ............... 5 410 415 
Na progress 

Nan-service ......... 593 0 2 595 Other j u d i c i a l  d i spos i t i ons  .. 140 526 674 

T r a f f i c  bureau ............... 4.990 17.834 22,824 
Age o f  pending caseload Non-service .................. 33 2.129 2.162 

Law c la ims a h t s  Total 
Gu i l t y  pleas ................. 113 4,714 4.827 

No progress ......... 285 0 0 285 Pre l iminary exam Conducted ... 0 13 13 

d i spos i t i ons  ...... 980 7 1.130 2.117 0 0 0 

......... 0 0 0 0 Magist ra te 0 0 0 Magistrates ................... 

_ -  

.................. 

C i v i l  cases pending over one Year: 
Law .......................................... 532 
h n l l  c l a i m  ................................. 0 
Real proper ty  r i g h t s  ......................... 0 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSIH p ro jec t .  

dCase d e f i o t t i o n  O r  u n i t  o f  Count: . ~ ~ .  ~. 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The cpiminal case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number o f  defendants on the  i n f o r m t i o n .  Ind ic tment ,  or conpla in t .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  Swrn. 
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted when the f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

Figures are as given i n  the annual repor t .  
fseginning pending f i gu re  f o r  1979 Court year does not equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 C O Y R  year. 

Source: State Court Admin is t ra tor .  Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing, Michigan: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual  repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary. 



WICHIMN PROBATE CMJRfi 
Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i a  

64 courts. 85 j u d w s  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

313 

pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 
v i l d :  
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s :  

00mtst ic  r e l a t i m i :  
Condemnation ................................................. 
M o p t i m  ..................................................... 
other d.meStiC re la t i ons :  

P a t e r n i t y  .................................................. 
barr iage waiver ............................................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Esta te  ......................................................... 
Mental health: 

Mental i l l n e s s  ............................................... 
k n t d l  handicappedlretarded .................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Name change .................................................. 
Miscel l aneaur j  ............................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Juveni le  t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n s  ............................... ;... 
o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

M h e r  c i v i l :  

r e n i l e :  
C r im ina l - t ype  o f f e n r e  .......................................... 
Status offense ................................................. 
Ibon-affenre: 

Abuse ........................................................ 
Neglect ...................................................... 
Other neglect  ................................................ 

Total ......................................................... 
o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

241 

3,7451 

9,780! 
4,392! 

14.172’ 
17.917i 

N I A  

11,lOl~ 
9891 

12.090’ 

2.807j 
2.6741 
5,4811 

35.5121 

42,9841 

42.9841 

22.180! 

9877 

10.2524 

3.938‘ 

5,1261, 
4.1391 

36.3701 

181 

3.4201 

7,8981 

12.18li 
4.283’ 

15,6011 
NIA 

10.875hi 
1.084hi 

11.959hi 

3.1851 
2.4681 
5,6531 

33,2311 

- 

N l  A 

N I A  
NIA 

NIA 
N I A  
NIA 

N/A 
N i A  

799! 
4591 

5.50291 

3 
N l A  

and t o t a l  ...................................................... 

i ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C las i i f iCa t iOns  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
‘A - This care type i s  handled by t h e  cour t .  but the data are unavai lab le.  

:ale d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  Counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 

:hange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  
Figures a re  as given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

: igure was computed: 
D ispos i t i on  data f o r  - t a l  h e a l t h  carer were Cowuted from pending and f i l i n g  data g iven i n  t h e  annual repor t .  Although t h e  annual repor t  

says no - t a l  h e a l t h  carer  were completely disposed Of, these computed f i gu res  may be i n t e r p r e t e d  as t h e  number Of cases which 4 n t  from 
an a c t i v e  t o  an i n a c t i v e  s tatus du r ing  t h e  year. 

h t a  ape not complete: 
Numerous cou r t  l oca t i ons  repor ted incomplete data f o r  one o r  ra re  case categor ies as a r e s u l t .  no comparisons should be made amng  these 

data or between these data and data from o the r  cour ts .  
To ta l  c i v i l  f i g u r e r  do not i nc lude  any e s t a t e  cases. 
To ta l  j u v e n i l e  beginning pending f i g u r e  does no t  i n c l u d e  c r im ina l - t ype  offense OP Status offemre cases. 
Grand t o t a l  beginning pending f i g u r e  does no t  i nc lude  any estate. t ra f f i c .  o r  c r im ina l - t ype  Offense o r  s t a t u s  offense j u v e n i l e  cases. 
Grand t o t a l  end pending and disposed f igures do no t  con ta in  any estate. j uven i l e .  o r  t r a f f i c  data. 

Miscel laneous c i v i l  cares inc lude safe deposits. escheats. and delayed b i r t h s .  

h a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  case categor ies inc luded hew.  t h e  Court a lso issues m r r i i l g e  l icenses and conducts marriage ceremonies. 

i xp lana t ion  o f  data inc luded i n  the category: 

i d d i t i o n a l  in format ion:  

wee: State Court Admin is t ra tor .  Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing. Michigan: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary. 



31 4 

COUNTY MUNICIPAL 
i COURT (2) 

MINNESOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

I COUNTY COURT (67) I I PROBATE COURT (2) 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justice5 
Jurisdiction: 
-Final appellate jurisdiction. 

DISTRICT COURT (10) 
70 iudaer and 2 iuvenile iudeer . I  
l u ~ i s d ~ t i o n :  ' 
-Original civil. Administration of trust 

estates. Disrulutiun. annulment. 
separate maintenance. Reciprocal 
Support Act. Adoption. changeof 
name. Quiet title, r e i  estate mortmp. 
foreclorure.. 

-Original ctiminal. 
-Juvenile in Second and Fourth 
Dirtrictr. 

Special proceedings not exclurively 
cognizable by some other court or 
tribunal. 

Appeals de novo and on record 
lhr" trials. 

28 judger I luriadiction: 

- Mirdemeanor. ordinance violatione. 
preliminary hearings. I Appeal. de novo. 

I 106 fudges 
Jurisdiction: I -Exclusive iurirdictim in adminis- 

I tration of ertafea, guardianship, and 
incompetency. Civil actions under I $5,000. Conciliation iurisdiction to  

I $1.000. Administration of trust I ertater. Direohtion. annulment. 
separate maintenance. Reciprocal 
Support Act. Adoption. change of 
name. Quiet title. rea l  estate mortgage 
foreclo.urer. 

preliminary hearings. 
- Mirdemeanori. ordinance  violation^, 

- Exclurive jweni le.  
Appeals de novo. 

IUrY trial.. 

2 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-In Hennepinand Ramreycountier. 
-Administration of e ~ t d t e i ,  

guardianship, incompetency. 

Ramrey and 
Hennepin counties. 

per diem referees serve 
J""diCti0n: 
- c i v i l  case3 a t  law under $l,ooo, not 

including t i t le to real estate. 

1 Court 
ot 1 s t  
res"rt 

Courtof  

jurisdiction 
ge"Wl 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates mute of appeal. t 



31 5 
MINNESOTA SUPREIIE COURT 
court o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  

9 j u s t i c e s  

mere here no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled by t h e  Supreme Court d u r i n g  1979. 

January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

MINIIESOTA DISTRICT COURT 
Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

10 d i s t r i c t s ,  70 judges and 2 j u v e n i l e  judger  
January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

MINIIESOTA DISTRICT COURT 
Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

10 d i s t r i c t s ,  70 judges and 2 j u v e n i l e  judger  
January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

T 
pending pending 

La*: 
General c i v i l  ................................................ NIA 19.119 14.908 6.375 

Estate: ........................................................ N I A  Trust  

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... NIA 

- 303 490 

19,361 15,211 6.865 

__ 242 

I_ - - Criaina ld :  __ 
Total c r im ina l  .................................................. NIA N I A  N I A  NIA 

__ - __ - Juveni le:  

Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. NIA NIA NIA N I A  

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... NIA 19.36ii 15 ,z i i i  6,8651 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t f o n s  used by the  CSIH p ro jec t .  
NIA = This case type i s  handled by the  court ,  but  the  data are unava i lab le .  

dCare d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  O f  count:  

i ~ a t a  are not c a w l e t e :  

Source: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted a t  the  note of issue. I f  a j u r y  demand i s  made a f t e r  t h e  f i l i n g  on t h e  c o u r t  calendar, t h e  case i s  counted as a 
d i s p o s i t i o n  on the  Court calendar and a new f i l f n g  i s  counted f o r  j u r y  cases. 

Grand t o t a l  f i g u r e r  do not include c r i m i n a l  o r  j u v e n i l e  cases. 

Unpublished data suppl ied by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  State Court Administrator.  



316 
MINNESOTA COUNTY COURT 

Court Of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
67 d i s t r i c t s .  106 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  k c d e r  31. 1979 

pending pending 
t i v i l d :  

Law: 
Genera1 c i v i l  ................................................ N I A  8,612 7,753 1,480 

small c 1 a i a :  ........................................... N / A  C o n c i l i a t i o n  Court N / A  N I A  N I A  
Domestic re la t i ons :  

Marr iage dissolution ......................................... N I A  N I A  N / A  1,741 
Suppoit lcurt*:  

suooort .................................................... N I A  N I A  N I A  1.722 
Other' d-stic re la t i ons :  

Adopt ion lappeal lo ther  family ............................... N I A  
Tota l  ......................................................... N I A  

Decedent es ta te  ............................................ N / A  

Guardianshiplcanservatorship ............................... N I A  
Trust  es ta te  ............................ i .................. N I A  

Tota l  ....................................................... N I A  
TOt.1 ......................................................... N I A  

Mental Health: .................................................. N I A  Conmitments 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  

Estate: 
Probate/wi 1 l s l l  n testate:  

Guardianshiplconserratorshipltrusteerhip: 

- 

N I A  
N I A  

8.648 

1.859 
N I A  

1,859: 
10,5071 

1,889 

21.008i 

N I 1  
N I A  

8,207 

1.089 
N I A .  

1.0891 
9.2951 

1.180 
4.643 

13.173 

1,730 
125 

1,855 
15.028 

cr iminald:  
M i r d m a n o r :  

N o n - t r a f f i c  c r im ina l  ......................................... 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 

T r a f f i c :  

Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

__  - 
N I A  N I A  

- - 
N I A  N I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the CIaSSifiCationS used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N I A  = This Care type i s  known t o  be handled by the court bu t  t h e  data were not ava i l ab le .  

d o s e  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 

:Data are not conplete:  

A c i v i l  case is counted a t  t h e  note of issue. If a j u r y  demand i s  made a f t w  t h e  f i l i n g  an t h e  Court calendar, the case i s  counted as a 
d i s p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Court calendar and a new f i l i n g  i s  counted f o r  t h e  j u r y  care. 

T o k d  g"ardianship/conservatDrrhip/trvrtceship and e s t a t e  cases f i l e d  an disposed do not i nc lude  t r u s t  estate cases. 
Toea$ C i v i l  cases f i l e d  and disposed do not in lucde S M l l  c l a i m ,  d-%tic r e l a t i o n s  or t w s t  es ta te  cases. 
T t i W ~ . p s e s  f i l e d  and disposed do not inc lude 
MfaP c i v i l  end pending f i g u r e  does no t  inc lude r la l l  c l a i m  cases. 
Toea1 cases end pending do no t  inc lude small claims. c r im ina l .  t r a f f i c .  or j u v e n i l e  cases. 

Unpublished data PPOVided by the O f f i c e  Of the State Court Admin is t ra tor .  

m a l l  claim, d n e i t l c  re la t i ons .  t r u s t  estate.  c r im ina l .  t r a f f i c .  o r  j u v e n i l e  cases. 

I 

Source: 



MINNESOTA COUKIY W I I C I P N  COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 courts. 28 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder 31. 1979 

31 7 

knd 
pending e pending F i l e d  D i  Sposed 

C i r i l d :  
Law: - - - - 

Total c i v i l  .................................................... 7ZZfh 18.840 18.198 1.364 

Criminald:  - - - - 
Total c r im ina l  ................................................. MIA N l A  N l A  M I A  

Traffic: - __ __ - 
Total t r a f f i c  .................................................. MIA NIA N I A  M I A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... m f h i  18,8401 18,198i 1.3541 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
M I A  - This case type i s  handled by the  court .  bu t  t he  data a re  unavai lable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 

f8eginning pending f i gu re  f o r  t he  1979 cour t  year does no t  equal t he  end pending f igure  fo r  t he  1978 Court year: 

hFigure was corrputed: 

+Data are  n o t  complete: 

Source: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted a t  the  note o f  issue. 

Figures are  as given i n  the  unpublished data. 

The beginning pending f i gu re  f o r  c l v i l  cases was computed from f i l i n g .  d i spos i t i on ,  and end pending f igures  provided by the  s ta f f  o f  t he  
O f f i ce  o f  the  Sta te  Court Administrator.  

Total  f igures  do not inc lude c r im ina l  o r  t r a f f i c  cares. 

If a jury demand i s  made a f te r  the  f i l i n g  on t he  cou r t  calendar. t he  case i s  counted as a 
d i s p o s i t i o n  on t he  Court Calendar and a new f i l i n g  i s  counted f a r  j u r y  cases. 

Unpublished data provided by the  Off ice of t he  State Court Administrator.  
have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  unpublished aata except t h a t  t o t a l s  



31 8 
MINNESOTA PROBATE COURT 

Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
2 courts. 2 judges 

January 1, 1979 t o  Deceder 31. 1979 

pending * pending F i l e d  rn~posed 

C i  vi  I d  : .... 
Estate:  

P r o ~ t e l " i l 1 S l i n t e s t a t e :  
Supervised admin is t ra t ion  ............................... NIA 
Unsupervised admin is t ra t ion  ............................. NIA 
Formal, unsupervised admin is t ra t ion  ..................... NIA 

Total  .................................................... NIA 

Guardianship o r  conservatorship ......................... NIA 
Total  ...................................................... NIA 

GuardianshiplcMlserratorshipltrusteeship: 

Mental hea l th :  
C o m i t n e n t  ................................................ 2 

1,328 
2.346 

0 
3,674 

743 
4.417 

962 

552 790 
3,484 8.486 

1.067 447 

Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................. N I A  5.379 4.551 8.933 

Total  cases ................................................... NIA 5,379 4.551 8.933 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C lass i f i ca t i ons  used by t h e  CSIM p ro jec t .  
NIA = T h i s  casetype i s  handled by the  cour t ,  but  the  data are unava i lab le .  

dcare d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count:  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted a t  t he  no te  of issue. 

Source: Unpublished data suppl ied by the  O f f i c e  o f  t he  S ta te  Court Administrator.  

MINNESOTA CONCILIATION mum 
Court of  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 courts: per diem referees serve 
January 1. 1979 t o  kce&er 31. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Conc i l i a t i on  Court du r ing  1979. 



MISSISSIPPI COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

9 juIiiCee 
Jurisdiction: 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (20)  
35 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500. 

Bastardy. 
- Felonies, mkdemeanorr. 
Appeals de novo or on record. 
Jury trials. 

f 

4 
CHANCERY COURT (20 )  
39 j"dg.5 
Jurisdiction: 
-Equity, divorce. alimony, probate, 

- Hears juvenile if no County Court. 
Appeals de novo. 

J w y  trials. 

guardianship, mental commitments. 

FAMILY COURT 

- Delinquencyand neglect. 

Jury trials of adulir. 

21 judger Jurisdiction: 
Jutirdiction: 
-Civ i l  actions under $lo.ooo. 
-Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeak de novo. 

Adult crimes against  juvenile^. If no 
County 

t I 
MUNICIPAL COURT (=50) 
Jurisdiction: 
 municipal ordinance violaiioni. 
Jury trials. 

1 

IUSTlCE COURT (410) I 

I 
. .  

Jurirdiriion: 
- c i v i l  actions under $500. 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
lYr" trials. I 

319 

Court 
of Id., 
resort 

Court3 of 
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jvrirdiciion 

Courts of 
limited 

Nurirdiriion 

t lndicaier route of appeal 



320 
nISSlSSlPPl UIPIIERE c w m  
Court o f  l a s t  resort 

9 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  k c e d e r  31, 1979 

End 
pending d pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i r i 1  ........................................................ 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 
Un ipec i l i ed  cases (dismissed) ................................ 
Unspeci ri ed cases ( r e i  "s ta ted)  ............................... 

Total  appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Originll proceedings: 

Other p e t i t i o n s  ............................................ 
Requests t o  .pP.1 ........................................... 

Tota l  o ther  carer ............................................. 
Total  cases ..................................................... 

Other proceedings : 
Rehearing requests: 

Other matters:  
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  rehear ing ...................................... 
~ t i a n s  ...................................................... 

Tota l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... 

X 
X _ _  

-?E 

51 

51 

481 
210 

3 
7 6 6  

_- 

143h 

-Tsp 

X 
X _ _  

-6 

8 

7 

4381 843 862 414 

Manner of d i sp0s i t i on  D ispos i t ion  o f  appeals 

Y r i t t e n  Per A f f i m d  .......................................... 417 
o i n i o n  curiam To ta l  Reversed .......................................... 128 

Aff i rmed i n  par t .  reversed i n  pa r t  ................ 49 
P e t i t i o n s  fo r  rehear ing ..... 5 121 126 Affirrned an cond i t i on  of r e m i t t i t u r  or  add i tu r  .... 0 
Other p e t i t i o n s  ............. 1 139 140 Dismissed ......................................... 119 
l40t ionsj  .................... 2 2 516 Dismissed a f t e r  hear ing on the  writs ............. 9 

Appeals on the  m e r i t s  ....... % T37- -733 

Total ........................ 407 978 1 3  

Tlm i n t e r v a l  data (days) 

Record f i l e d  t o  Submitted ............... 
Submitted t o  d e c i s i o n  .................... 26 6- 365 
Record f i l e d  t o  d e c i s i o n  ................ 245 70- 671 
Judment i n  l o v e r  cou r t  t o  dec is ion  ..... 410 83-1.008 

BoMflace, headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  ClaSsifiCatiOnS used by the  CSIM pro jec t .  
Bl@'k:Q'icy- 1(3t enough i n f o m a t i o n  i s  known. The care category m y  o r  may not be handled by the  Court. 
1 Th@%%a for  t h i s  case type  are k n o n  t o  be included i n  the  total but  were not ava i l ab le  by Category. _ _  - l(b~&l?@l.icable. 

ourt or  repo r t i ng  system i n f o m a t i o n :  
s i t s  i n  3 d i v i s i o n s  O f  3 judges each. w i t h  judges a l t e r n a t i n g  amng the  d i v i s ions .  

f igures were computed from disposed and pending data. 
of na t ions  disposed was conputed by sub t rac t i ng  the  number of dismissed appeals f rom the  t o t a l  number O f  l n t l 0nS  given aS 

red i n  the  annual repor t .  

c r i r i n a l  appeal d i s p o s i t i o n  f igures do not i nc lude  d i i m i s $ a l s  O f  unspec i f ied  Cases. 
f data included i n  the  category: 

rmt ionr  disposed i n  the  manner of d i spos i t i on  t a b l e  inc ludes  119 unspeci f ied appeals cases which were dismissed. 

pored by dismissal  are inc luded i n  the  c i v i l  and c r im ina l  appeals f i l i n g s .  but a d v i l t c r i r i n a l  breakdown f o r  cases dismissed i s  

e o r  rev i s ion  i n  the  data:  
pending f i g u w s  fo r  cases other than appeals were taken from the  1978 annual ~ e p o r t  where they are  given as end pending f igures 

n d ispos i t i on  t y p e  or  t r i a l  data:  
There were also 34 concurr ing o r  ma jo r i t y  opinions dec id ing  cases on the  m r i t s .  289 were publ ished and 107 were unpublished. 

Source: Executive Assistant,  Suprem Cowt .  13th Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Re O r t  1978 and 14th Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Re ort 1979 (Jackson. 
Qbs iss ipp i ) .  Saurces O f  case data are ava i lab le .  S t a t i r t i c r p a r e  from the  annual repor ts  except t h a t p t o t a l s  have been corrquted *ere 
necessary. 



MISSISSIPPI CIRCUIT COURT 
Court  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 c i r c u i t  d i s t r i c t s .  35 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Deceabcr 31. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  C i r c u i t  Court i n  1979. 

321 

. MISSISSIPPI CIUNCERl aWRT 
Court  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 chancery d i s t r i c t s ,  39 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Oecnber 31, 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Chancery Court i n  1979. 

MISSISSIPPI COUl i lY COURT 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

17 cour ts .  21 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  k c h e r  31, 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  Cases handled i n  the  County Court i n  1979. 

MISSISSIPPI JUSTICE CWRT 
Court  of limited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

410 cou r t s  
January 1. 1979 t o  Decnber  31, 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Jus t ice  Court i n  1979. 

MISSISSIPPI FlvllLV COURT 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 court 
January 1. 1979 t o  Decnber 31. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  for cases handled i n  the  Family Court f o r  1979. 

MISSISSIPPI MUMICIPAL COURT 
Csur t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  Decnber 31. 1979 
- 50 c o u r t s  

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Municipal  Court f o r  1979. 
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Indicates route of appeal. t 

MISSOURI COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

7 judger. 3 commirrionen 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclurive appellate jurisdiction in 

case3 involving conrtitution, treaty. 
or statute. revenye law% title of 
Officer of State, death penalty or 
l ife imprisonment. 

- Hear and determine remedial writs. 
- General superintending control over 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
28 judges 
- Appellate juridiction not exclu~ively 

designated in Supreme Court. 1 - Hearand determine remedial wtitr. 

--L CIRCUIT COURT (43) 

1 
Death penalty. 

Life imprironment 
CO"9tit"tiO". 

treaty. statute. 
Revenue laws. 
Title of Officer 

of State. 

131 dmit. 169 a910~iate circuit, 
and 392 municipal judger 
JY t id iC t iO" :  

- Civil actions, domestic 

- Felony, mi3demeanor. 
-Traffic. 

relations. probate. 

I - J""e"ile. 

Jury tnals. 

Intermediate 
appellate 1 COUrt 



MISSOURI SUPREHE COURT 
c o u r t  O f  l a s t  reso r t  

? j us t i ces ,  3 c a n i s s i o n e r s  
July 1, 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 - 

pending w e g l n n l n g  pending Oisposed 

Cares: 
Appeals: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ X 
C r i n i  "a1 ..................................................... X 

Total  appeals ................................................. -772 

125l 
451 rm 

133 
38 

111 
X 
X 
81 
- 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ X 541 52 X 
Mandams ................................................. X 501 50 X 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. X 561 57 X 
QJO warranto ............................................. X 41 3 X 
Ret imment ............................................... X 11 11 X 
Other W r i t s  .............................................. X 61 4 X 

Total  ..................................................... X 171 167 X 

Disbarment X 31 1 X 
Reinstatement ............................................ X 81 5 X 

Total  ..................................................... X 11 6 X 
Total  ....................................................... X 182 173 X 

A p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t rans fe r  .................................. X 2931 331 X 
Recomndat ions  o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  ........................ X 181 4 X 
Other ..................................................... X 211 9 X 

X 

Total  o ther  cases ........................................... 49 514 517 47 

Total  cares ................................................... 131 684 688 128 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  matter:  ............................................... 

Requests t o  appeal: 

- - - ..................................................... X 332 344 Total  - 

Other proceedings: 

Other matters:  
Motions for rehear ing ........................................ 7 

b t i o n  a c t i v i t y  ............................................ 41 

42 

x k  

48k 

246 - 
Total o ther  proceedings ....................................... 48 337 294 

Manner of d i spos i t i on  

&+pea1 I 
€i7il - Criminal  r o t a r  

U r i t t e n  op in ion  ............ 107 
Dismissal .................. 10 4 14 
Transfer w i thout  m i n i o n  ... 12 8 20 
By order  ................... 4 0 4 

1 

90 

91 

- 

Dispos i t i on  o f  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases 

Denied ..................... 138 
Sustained .................. 191 
Dismissed and o ther  ........ 10 

Total  ....................... 167 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  C1assi f iCat ions used by the  CSIM p ro jec t .  
x - The data f o r  t h i s  case type  are k n o w  t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

kAdd i t iona l  in fo rmat ion :  

]Special  s o w c e  or r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 

Three rehear ing  requests were sustained; 45 were denied. 
The 295 motions f i l e d  do not  inc lude motions fo r  permission t o  f i l e  w r i t s .  which were included i n  t h i s  f i g u r e  p r i o r  t o  1917. 

The c l e r k  o f  t he  c o w t  suppl ied the  f i gu res  footnoted du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: Off ice Of t he  State Courts Administrator,  Jud ic ia l  De artment o f  Missoupi Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Re o r t  FY 1979 - s stem i n  t r a n s i t i o n  
(Jef ferson C i t y ,  M issour i ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  ",nus, repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have beenPcOmputed h e r e  k e s r a r y ,  and add i t i ona l  
in fo rmat ion  was provided by the  c l e r k  o f  the  court  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



324 MISSOURI COURT OF APPEALS 
In te rmed ia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

3 d i s t r i c t s .  28 judger 
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i r i l  ........................................................ 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 

Total  appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandams ................................................. 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 
@JO warranto ............................................. 

Tot31 ..................................................... 
C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................. 

Total  o ther  cares ............................................. 
Tota l  cases ..................................................... 

Requests t o  appeal: 

Other proceedings: 
m t i o n  a c t i v i t y  .............................................. 

T o t a l  Other proceedings ....................................... 

1,340f 
75Ef 

I: 
X 
X 
X 
X 

4 

1.332 
480 

T;BIii 

80 
128 
192 

1 
401 

2 am 

1.270 
557 rn 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
-5s 

1.4279 
6659 -om 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
-58 

2.143f 2,219 2.216 2.150 

3 5.084 A 
NIA 5.084 N/A NIA 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Appeals Other 
cases Total  

n r i t t e n  op in ion  ........ 
Dismissal .............. 630 129 759 -- 759 
Consol idat ion .......... 38 4 42 -- 42 
Transfer Without 

op in ion  .............. 8 6 14 -- 14 
Order .................... _ _  _ _  149 149 
Denied ................... _ _  _ _  220 220 

'rigs i n d i c a t e  t h e  C1aSiif iCatiOns used by the  CSIM p r o j e c t .  
e type i s  handled by the  cour t  but  the  data are unavai lable.  
or t h i s  case t ype  are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
cable. 

nding f i g u r e  f a r  t h e  1979 cour t  year doer no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cour t  year:  
Pence i s  due to  a continued refinement of the  recardkeeping procedures i n  the  !+stern D i s t r i c t  o f  t h i s  cour t .  
nd ing  does not equal the  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
e year. t h i s  cour t  counted d ispos i t ions  i n  t e m s  of opinions wr i t ten ,  and. s ince  one op in ion  may dispose of more than our case, 

f i g u r e s  do no t  balance. 

Source: O f f i c e  o f  t h e  State Courts Administrator.  J u d i c i a l  Department Of Missour i  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report FY 1979 - System i n  t r a n s i t i o n  
(Jefferson City. Missour i ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



MISSOURI CIRCUIT comwi 
Court of  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

43 c i r c u i t s .  131 c i r c u i t  judges. 169 associate c i r c u i t  judges. and 392 D u n i d p a l  judger 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

MISSOURI CIRCUIT comwi 
Court of  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

43 c i r c u i t s .  131 c i r c u i t  judges. 169 associate c i r c u i t  judges. and 392 D u n i d p a l  judger 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

P - 
pending : eg pending n m n g  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
b a l l  c l a i m  (associate c i r c u i t  judges) ........................ N I A  
Esta te  ( c i r c u i t  judges) ........................................ N I A  
Other c i v i l :  

C i r c u i t  judges ............................................... N/A 
AsIoCiate c i r c u i t  judger ..................................... N/A 

Tota l  .......................................................... N/A 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 

t r i n i n a l d :  
Fe l  onylralsdemeanor: 
Cr imina l  ( c i r c u i t  judger)  ..................................... N I A  

Misdemeanor (associate c i p c u i t  judges) ......................... N I A  
Pre l im inary  hear ing  (associate C i r c u i t  judger) :  

Felony ....................................................... N I A  

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N I A  

13.362 
12,436 

88.478 
84.017 

172,495 - 
198.293 

18.50d 
40.822 

11.124 
10.751 

77,659 
74.132 

151.791 

173,666 

17,3243' 

22,064j 
34.679 

74.0671 

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N l A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N l A  

N I A  

- 

T r a f f i c  (associate c i r c u i t  judges: - - __ - 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  302.868 284.771 N I A  

Juven i le  ( c i r c u i t  judger) :  - - - - 
Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. M I A  17.293 16.102 N l A  

Tota l  cares ...................................................... N I A  605,3971 548.6064 N I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  Used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

The new j u d i c i a l  a r t i c l e ,  implemented on January 2, 1979,provided f o r  u n i f i c a t i o n  of  a l l  the  t r i a l  cour ts  ( the  former Court of C o m n  Pleas. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number of in fo rmat ions  o r  indictments.  
A j u r y  or non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted when those cases w i t h  contested issues Of fact, are disposed a f t e r  t h e  presenta t ion  Of evidence on the  

m e r i t s  has started. 

NO data Mere a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled by municipal  judges. 

Felonylmisdeneanor f igures  inc lude rmnic i  pal appeals. 
P r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing  d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  inc lude dismissals,  bind-overs. t r i a l s .  and acceptance t o  pleas O f  reduced chapgel. 

Mag is t ra te  Court. Probate Court. S t .  Louis Court of Cr iminal  Correct ion,  and Municipal  Court)  i n t o  the  C i r c u i t  Court. 

A f i l i n g  may i n v o l v e  m l t i p l e  defendants. 

i o a t a  are not conqnplete: 

JExplanat ion O f  data included i n  the  category: 
Thei r  caseloads Consist p r i m a r i l y  Of ordinance v io la t ions .  

Source: Off ice of the  State Courts Administrator.  J u d i c i a l  De artment O f  Missour i  A n n u a l  S t a t i s t i c a l  Re ort FY 19711 - S Stem i n  t r a n s i t i o n  
(Jefferson C i ty .  Missour i ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  k u a l  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have beenPcOnputed where ~ e c e s i a r y .  
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MONTANA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in d l  cases. 

DISTRICT COURT (19) 
29 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $50. probate. 
- Felony. misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de ~ V O .  

J w y  trials. I 

f 
I + 

JUSTICE COURT 
93 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Contract anddamageactionrunder 

$1.500. 
- Asraults. theftrunder$150. Mis- 

demeanors with fine lees than $500 
or imprisonment less than b months. 
Preliminary hearings. 

Six-man jury trials. 

CITY COURT 
106 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and damage actionr under 

$1.500 
- As~aultr ,  theftr under$lso.  Mir- 

demeanors (fine less than $500 
or imprisonment l ew than b months). 
City or town ordinance violations. 1 Preliminary hearings. 

Six-man jury trials. 

I 
1 MUNICIPAL COURT 1 

160 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and damage actions under 

- Asraultr, theftr under $150. 
- Mirdemeanorrwith finelerr thanB500 
or imprisonment lees than 6 monthr. 
Preliminary hearings. 

$1,500. 

Six-man iurv trial.. 

1 

1 
Court 
“f last 
resort 

Court of 
g e ” d  

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

iurirdiction 

Indicates mute  of appeal. t 



MOMTAW SUPRERE COURT 
Court of l a s t  resort 

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1978 t o  k c d e r  31. 1979 

327 

pending j eg inmng pending Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: ......................................................... ...................................................... .................................................. 

C i v i l  H t A  288 X M I A  

To ta l  appeals N t A  T x -an 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... NtA 110 X N tA  ............................................ X * 

Crimina l  N t A  74 X N t A  

Other cares: 

- .............................................. 4 X NtA 
Requests t o  appeal NtA 

Tota l  o ther  cases 

...................................................... Total  cases N t A  472 516 U t A  

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

k i t t e n  op in ion  ............... 321 
Denial o r  d ismissal  ........... 195 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c1ass i f i ca t iOns used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
;/A - This care type i s  handled by the  Court. but the  data are Unavailable. - Data f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not  ava i l ab le  by category. 

jExp lanat ion  of data inc luded i n  the  category: 
Although the  cou r t  does handle requests t o  appeal. t h e i r  f igures  could no t  be separated frm the  numbers of appeals and o r i g i n a l  pmcesdings 

f i l e d .  

Source: Unpublished data suppl ied by the  Off ice of the  Sta te  Court Administrator.  



MOIITAIM DISTRICT COURT 
328 

Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
19 d i s t r i c t s ,  29 Judges 

J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

2 ""-.:-- F i l e d j  Oisposed tnd 

......................................................... X 

.................................... X .................................... X ...................................................... X 

................................................. X 

.................................... X .................................... 112h 

Total ......................................................... 2,291h 
................................................... X 

EStItC 
Probate/wil  I s l i n t e s t a t e :  

Formal probate ............................................. X 
Informal Probate ........................................... X 

To ta l  ....................................................... X 
~ l r r i ~ n r h f ~ ~ t ~ s t c ~ h i ~ l c ~ y ~ ~ ~ t o ~ h i ~ :  

Other  'probate .............................................. X 
Tota l  ......................................................... 5,044h 

I n ran i cyJ  ..................................................... 94h 
Mental health: 

.-.,,. 
AptyJ: a? , ~ n i i t r a t i r c  agemy c a y :  

M,%g$@afhj ............................................ X 
E x t r a o d n p - y r ~ i l t  ............................................. X 
Othcr cwir': 

1. 725h 

796h 
4.777h 
5,573h 

66411 

6.24oh 
820 

2,427h 
9,487 

167h 
2.569h 
2.736h 

601h 
3.337 

411 

398 
(j I 

x X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
7,877 3,901 

X I X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
2.766 5.615 

282 223 

............................................... X 4.777h X X 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 11.805h 26.372 20,894 17.284 

- - J u r i  i d l e t  id.. 

C r i i i  n i l  d : 
 felon&...^. ...................................................... X 
I l i iZbmr  .................................................... __ X 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 791h 

JuvMi le :  
s t a  ense: 

llon e: 
'I u t h  i n  need O f  superv is ion ........................... X 

Y 8 t h  i n  need o f  care .................................. X __ 

2.281 
681 

2.962 

X X 
X X - 

2.756 988 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 26oh 1.219 876 603 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 12,856h 30,553 24,526 18.875 

Judqwnt/.flecree .................. 

T r i a l d h  

J y ~ q  
Criminal  ....... 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n h  

6.522 
2.403 

515 
343 

1,373 
686 
343 

3.776 
1.201 

Tranj?@%d ...................... 
svat<t'&y I 1 en ................... 
&,tier ............................ 

Criminal  d i s p o s i t i o n r h  

Jury t r i a l :  
G u i l t y  v e r d i c t  ................. 

No"-jury t r i a l :  
G u i l t y  v e r d i c t  ................... 
Acquitted ...................... 28 

G u i l t y  p lea ...................... 1,543 
Other ............................ 358 
Nol le  prosequildimmisred ......... 661 

Acquitted ...................... 83 
28 

$47 

Pige o f  pending caseload" (days) (6130179~  

0-90 91-180 over 180 

C i r i 1 :  
General c i v i l 0  ........ 
Oomestic re la t i on rn . .  . 
Adoption ............. 
Estate ............... 
Mental hea l th  ........ 

Criminal  ............... 
Jureni 1 e ............... 

Tota l  ................... 

* 
2.045 
1.135 

82 
745 
45 

320 
160 

4,540 

1.505 
710 
52 

733 
64 

260 
132 

3,456 

3,995 
1,808 

114 
4,137 

114 
408 
303 

10.879 
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Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I M  pro jec t .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

dcare d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: I nsan i t y  cares i nc lude nen ta l l y  ill and i n e b r i a t i o n  (c-it lacntr). 
O t k  c i v i l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases inc lude name changes. in junc t ions .  

dec la ra to ry  judgments. c e r t i f i c a t e  of m u n t  duc. warrant o f  
r e s t r a i n t ,  abs t rac t  O f  judgment. t r a n s c r i p t  Of j u d p m t .  
mandams, habeas corpus and hab l tua l  t r a f f i c  offender. cases. 

M n i n i s t r a t i o n  cases ape zoning. tax. water r i gh ts .  and workmen's 
conpenration appeals from admin i s t ra t i ve  agencies. 

Oata f o r  ex t raord inary  w i t s  are inc luded i n  the  otber c i v i l  

n ln fo rmat ion  on tine t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  o r  age of pending caseload data: 

C i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or conq la in t .  
The c r im ina l  care u n i t  o f  Count i s  t he  number o f  defendants on the  

A t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  decision. 

F i l i n g  f igures  so marked were Calculated from percentages given i n  
the  unpublished data. 

A 1 1  beginning pending f i gu re r  were Calculated from f i l i n g ,  Category. 
d i spos i t i on ,  and end pending f igures  given i n  the  unpublished 
data. The general c i v i l  category includes t o r t s .  umtruts. rea1 

A l l  data given f o r  type o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  wwe ca lcu la ted  from 
, percentages given I n  the  unpublished data. c i v i l  cases. 
JExplanat ion of data included i n  the  category: DOrrs t i c  r e l a t i o n s  includes marriage d i s s o l u t i a  and otbu 

F i l i n g s  inc lude new and reopened cases. 

i n f o m a t i o n .  indictment o r  conp la in t .  

hFigure was Computed: 

p r o p e r t y  r igh ts .  appeal o f  a d m i n l s t r a t i v e  apency use .  and 0 t h  

k s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  cares only. M o p t l o n  care ages are reported 
Other domestic r e l a t i o n s  cases i nc lude  URESA (outgoing and separately.  

incoming) and p a t e r n i t y  cases. 

Source: Unpublished data suppl ied by the  O f f i ce  o f  the  Sta te  Court Administrator.  

M O W A M  JUSTICE COIST 
C ~ r t  o f  ! i d t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

93 Judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

There w e ~ e  no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Jus t i ce  Court f o r  f i s c a l  year 1979. 

Ml l l I lA lU  ClTV MURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

106 judger 
J u l y  1, 1978 t o  Jum 30. 1979 

There were no data ava i lab le  fo r  cases handled i n  the  City Court f o r  f i s c a l  year  1979. 

MlllIlAM I I U l l l C I P N  MURT 
Court O f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

160 judges 
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  Jum 30. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cares handled i n  the  Municipal  Court fo r  f i s c a l  year 1979. 

P - 



330 

11 
I 

t i 
DISTRICT COURT (21) 
45 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil excluding 

~ m a l l ~ l a i m ~  and probate. Domertic 
relatiOns. 

- General jurisdiction in criminal. 
Appeals de novo on the record in civi1.t 
Appealson the record in criminal. 

NEBRASKA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Jurirdiction: 
- Appeals from Dinrict, Juvenile, and 

Workmen’s Compensation Courts. 
- Original jurisdiction in cases relating 

to revenue and in civil cases in which 
the state i~ a party. 

4 

Jury trials. 

SEPARATE JUVENILE 
COURT(3) 
4 judger 
Jurirdiction: 
-All juvenile matters in Douglas, 

t 
COUNTY COURT (21) 
43judger 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $5.000. probate, 

guardianship. adoptions, eminent 
domain. - Misdemeanors. traffic, municipal 
ordinance violations, felony 
p‘elimiMieS. - Juvenile except in Douglas and 
Lancarter Countier. 

Jury trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. t 

L 

WORKMEN’S 
COMPENSATION COURT 

MUNICIPAL COURT ( 2 )  
13 judger 
lurirdiction: 

mirdemeanorr, felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials in civil and state law cages. 

c o u r t  
“f last 
rewr t  

cour t  of 
ge”eral 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

iurirdiction 

t ln  Nebraika.”de novo on the record’’ mean9 that the court may make an independent determination of the facts 



33 1 
NEBRASW SUPREME COURT 
Court  of l a s t  r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
Septedler 1. 1978 t o  August 31, 1979 

P 

pending n e g l n m n g  pending % Disposed 

Cares: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l :  

Cr im ina l  : 
C i v i l  case categor ies ...................................... 
D i r e c t  c r im ina l  appeal ..................................... 
Other c r i m i n a l  ............................................. 

Total  ....................................................... 
P O S t C O " " i C t i O "  ............................................. 
Uarkrnen's compensation ..................................... 
Publ ic Service Commission .................................. 
Court of I n d u s t r i a l  Relat ions .............................. 
Other admin is t ra t i ve  ....................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
Unc lass i f ied  ............................................... 

Postconv ic t ton  remedy: 

Appeals o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency cases: 

Other appeals: 

rota1 appeals ................................................... 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 

Tota l  Other cases ............................................. 
Total  cases ..................................................... 

319 

I99 
16 

215 

23 

20 
0 
9 

41 
70 

11 
7 3 i T  

(j ) 
N I A .  

-37 

341 

201 
13 

214 

26 

15 
5 

12 
38 
70 

& 
( j )  
N I A  . 

75rJ 

263 

103 
7 

110 

16 

13 
0 
5 

34 
52 

2 
-Kz 

( j  1 

--%% 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

W r i t t e n  op in ion  ........... 431 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C1asSif icat ions used by the  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
NIA = This case t ype  i s  handled by the  c o u r t ,  bu t  the  data are  unavai lable.  
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

f k g i n n i n g  pending f i g u r e  fo r  the  1979 Court year does no t  equal the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cour t  year:  
Figures a ~ e  as given i n  the  unpublished data. 

Requests t o  appeal are not counted s t a t i s t i c a l l y  by the  Supreme Court: t h e  f igures  presented f o r  appeals are cases docketed. 
toat. a re  " O t  complete: 

There a r e  a 
number o f  cases t h a t  the  court  refuses t o  hear. These d i s c r e t i o n a r y  cases, when leave t o  docket i s  denied. could be considered processed 
by  the  Court. bu t  they are not docketed or reported s t a t i s t i c a l l y .  As a r e s u l t ,  request t o  appeal cases are not included i n  t h e  t o t a l  
cases f igures  given i n  the  chart .  

JExplanat ion o f  data included i n  the  category:  
O r i g i n a l  pC0ceedings are included w i t h  t h e  appeals data. There a r e  a minimal number Of o r i g i n a l  proceedings handled by the  Court. 

Source: O f f i c e  o f  the  State Court Administrator.  The Courts o f  Nebraska 1979 (Lincoln,  Nebraska), and unpublished data suppl ied by t h e  c l e r k  o f  
t h e  coupt. S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repor t  and unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed h e r e  necessary. 
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NEBRASVI DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
2 1  d i s t r i c t s .  45 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  k c & r  31, 1979 

tnd 
pending 

- 1 Beginning pending F i ledJ Oisposed 

' C i v i l d :  
Doner t ic  r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. X 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... X 
Appeal Ail 

To ta l  c i v i l 5  .................................................... X 

......................................................... 
13,792 
8.521 
A 
22.313 

12,991 

3.2 
21,229 

X 
X 

_Lil 
X 

Criminald:  
Felony: 

C r i m i n a l j  .................................................... X 3.632 3,563 X 
Appeal ......................................................... X i.mj i.147j X 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. X 4.869 4,710 X 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 15,699f 27,182 25.939 16.942 

~ 

Baldface headings i nd i ca te  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH p r o j e c t .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n l t  of count: 

fOeginning pending f i g u r e  for the 1979 Court year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i gu re  f o r  the 1978 Court year: 

JExpIanation o f  data inc luded i n  the category: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OP c o w l a i n t .  
The c r im ina l  care u n i t  o f  Count i s  t h e  number of defendants on t h e  i n fo rma t ion  or ind ic tment .  

F igure i s  as given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

F i l e d  f i gu res  i nc lude  t h e  number o f  reopened cases placed before t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court. 
Cases t h a t  a m  l i s t e d  as c r i m i n a l  appeals i nc lude  both c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  appeals. 

Criminal carer  may inc lude a few misdemeanor cases. 

Statement i n  the annual repo r t  i nd i ca tes  t h a t  mre 
than h a l f  were c r im ina l  appeals. 

Source: Off ice of the State Court Admin is t ra tor ,  The Courts O f  Nebraska 1979 (L incoln.  Nebraska), and unpublished data supplied by the o f f i c e  
Of the s t a t e  cou r t  admin is t ra tor .  
where necessary, 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual r e p o r t  and unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed 

NEBRASM YORKUEII'S CWENUTION COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 court.  5 judges 
July 1, 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

t " d  
pending e pending F i l e d  Oirposedk 

C i v i l d :  
Ap-a'I ' Am& of admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case: 

O%'puted c la ims ........................................... 130 - 534 511 153 - - 
Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 130 534 511 153 

Grpnd t o t a l  ..................................................... 130 534 511k 153 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM p r o j e c t .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 

kAdd.i:f%$bal i n f o m a t i a n :  
A.c.tVil case I s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 

In % @ i t i o n  t o  t h e  511 d i spos i t i ons .  t h e w  were 164 rehearings before th ree  judger s i t t i n g  en banc. 

The &wrt a lso  processed an a d d i t i o n a l  538 luw sum sett lements f o r  which the re  were no previous cou r t  act ions.  

Of these rehew ings  20 were appealed t o  
ttie. supreme Cnvrt. 

Source: O f f i ce  o f  t h e  State Court Admin is t ra tor .  The Courts o f  Nebraska 1979 (L incoln.  Nebraska). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repo r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



NEBRASKA MUNICIPAL c o u w  
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

Zbcourts. 13 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  Decenber 31, 1979 

pending pending 

C i r i l d :  
h a l l  claims ................................................... NIA 2.716 NIA N I A  

................................................. NlA N/li 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  20.328 NlA NlA 

c r im ina ld :  - 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. N i R  X N l A  NIA 

Other c i v i l :  
- - Regular c i y i l  N/A 17.612 

- - - 

- - - T r a f f i c :  ’ - 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... NIA X Nin VIA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... n i k  153,218 MIA NIA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH pro jec t .  
NIR - This care type  i s  handled by the  court .  bu t  the  data a r e  unavai lable.  
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category.  

acourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  or r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion:  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count: 

Municipal Courts have exc lus ive  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  cases i n v o l v i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  of l o c a l  ordinances. 

The two H u n i d p a l  Courts w e  l oca ted  i n  (maha and Lincoln.  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on t h e  informat ion,  indictment,  o r  complaint .  

Source: O f f i c e  o f  the  State Court Admin is t ra to r ,  The Courts Of Nebraska 1979 (Lincoln.  Nebraska). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual r e p o r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

NEBRASKA SEPARATE JUVENlLE COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3b courts. k judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder 31. 1979 - 

pending pending 

Juveni le:  
- - - - 

Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. NIA 1,648 NIA MIA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NIA 1.648 NIA N I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH pro jec t .  
N I A  - This care type i s  handled by the  Court. but  t h e  data are unavai lable.  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion:  
There are th ree  separate Juven i le  Courts i n  Nebraska. l o c a t e d  i n  Douglas County. Lancaster County. and Sarpy County. 

Source: Off ice  o f  t h e  State Court Administrator.  The Courts of  Nebraska 1979 (Lincoln.  Nebraska). 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual r e p o r t  except \. 4 
\ c ,  - 
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NEBRASKA COUNTY COURT 

Court o f  l i m i t e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  
2 1  d i s t r i c t s .  43 Judges 

Januaw 1. 1979 t o  k c & r  31. 1979 

End 
pendlng F i  1 ed Oisposed Beglnnlng 

pending 
C i v i l d :  

La": 
C i v i l  ........................................................ 

%all c1.ia ................................................... 
Real p roper ty  r i g h t s :  

Eminent d o m l n  ............................................... 
D o a s t i c  re la t ions :  

M o p c i o n  ..................................................... 
Estate: 

Probate and inher i tance t a x  ................................ 
Guardianship and conservatorship ........................... 

Total  ......................................................... 

Proliitc(*i 11r/i " testate:  

Guardil"stiiplconrervatorrhipltrusteeship: 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X - 

10,240 9.561 
10,694 10,728 

252 266 

1,211 1.219 

8.976 8.545 

1.964 2.798 - 10,940 . 11.343 

X 

X 
X - 

Total  c i v l l  ..................................................... X 33.337 33.117 X 

Cr iminald:  
S t a t u t e  non - t ra f f i c  .......................................... X 

Ordlnance non- t ra f f i c  ........................................ X 

Felony ....................................................... X 

Ordinance y io la t i on :  

P r e l i m i n a q  hearing: 
- 

33,961 36.500 X 

8,263 8.235 X 

4,026 5,933 X 
~ - 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. X 46,250 50.668 X 

T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v io la t i on :  

S t a t u t e  t r a f f i c  .............................................. X 
Ordinance t r a f f i c  ............................................ X 

Total  ......................................................... X 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... X 

170,768 
36.778 - 207,546 

207.546 

168,650 
36,243 __ 204.893 

204.893 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

Juvenile: 
- - __ __ 

Tota l  j u v e n l l e  .................................................. X 3,331 3.165 X 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 68.857f 290.464 291,843 67.478 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c1asSif icat ionS used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
X = Thk data f o r  t h i s  Case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by Category. 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count: 
A C i W l  case 1s counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or conplaint .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count Is  t he  number of informat ions, indictments,  or complaints. 

?@& are as given i n  the  annual repor t .  The var iance was due t o  recount lng and c o r r e c t i n g  en t r i es .  

TWO defendants charged on a single complalnt 
One defendant w i t h  two charges on a s i n g l e  conp la in t  i s  one case, unless the co"h as one case. unless cares are Separated f o r  t r i a l .  

fBegi$n"n' pending f i gu re  fo r  t he  1979 cou r t  year  does not equal t he  end pending f l g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 cour t  year: 

Source: Office of t he  Sta te  Court AdministratoP. The Courts o f  Nebraska 1979 (LlnCOln. Nebraska) and unpublished data provided by the  o f f i ce  Of 
the  Sta te  COUPt admfn ls t rd to r .  
necessary. 

S t a t l l t l C s  are  from the  annual PepOPt and unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where 
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NEVADA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 1 
I 5 ju9ticee I ltmirdirtinn: 

- Appellate jurisdiction overequity, law 
(over $300). and all other civil not 
given toa  lower~our t ,  and questions 
of law in criminal rases of District 

25 iudeer I , '. .- unrdiction: 
.Original jurisdiction in equity. law, 
probate. mentally ill. 
Felonies. misdemeanorr (fme greater 
than $500. sentencegreater than 
dmonths.) 

-Juvenile, adults in relation to juveniles. 
4ppealr are t r ia l  de novo. 

I .. 
lury trials. 

t 
JUSTICE COURT (54)' 
54 iw t ices  of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions underl3ooexcept 

-Misdemeanors wi th fine under $500 
andlor rentenrer under 6 months. 

title realty "'mining claim. 

! 

I 
MUNICIPAL COURT (1.5)' I 
15iudger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civilwhenless thanl300andincident 

toacriminalcareand the plaintiff 
i~ thecitv. 

I - Municipal ordinance violations. 
- Municipal ordinances, misdemeanors I wi th  fine underl500andlorrentence 

I underhmnnth. I 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 

jurisdiction 
g e W a l  

Courts of 
limited 

lurirdiction 

Indicates mute of appeal. 
'Nine jurtter of the pearealso ~ e r v e  as  Municipal Court judger. 



NEVAM SUPREME COURT 
court O f  l a s t  resort 

337 

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1979 t o  Deceober 31, 1979 

- - 
pendinq x eginn1ng pending Disposed 

- 
Carer: 

Appeals: 
C i v i l  ........................................................ X 257 X X ..................................................... X X 424 X Criminal 

Total  appeals ................................................. X 681 X X 

- - - 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings : 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ X 
Mandamus ................................................. X 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. X 
puo warranto ............................................. X 
C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................... X 
Exceptions ............................................... X 
Motions .................................................. X 

Total  ..................................................... X 

Bar ...................................................... X 
Total  ....................................................... X 

Requests t o  appeal ........................................... X 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. X 

D i s c i p l i n a r y :  

- 

11 
43 
32 
0 
7 

12 
62 

167 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

47 
214 

17 
-m 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

Total cares ..................................................... 667 912 866 713 

Status O f  pending caselaad (12/31/79) 

Set or assigned ............... 339 
Under submission .............. 69 
Other ......................... 305 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

jExp lanat ian  o f  data included i n  the  category: 

Source: 

C e r t i o r a r i  cases i n  t h i s  Court a re  o r i g i n a l  proceedings for review. 

Unpublished data provided by the  Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Courts. 
been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have 
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NEVADA OlSTRlCT COURT* 

Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
9 d i s t r i c t s .  2 s  judger 

January 1. 1979 t o  D e c d r  31. 1979 

tnd 
pendinq Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C l r i l d :  
La.: 

C i v i l  act ions ................................................ 
D o m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  
Divorce ac t i ons  ............................................ 

s " p p 0 r t l C " s t ~ :  
Reciprocal  ................................................. 

Adoptions .................................................... 
Tota l  ......................................................... 
P r o b a t e l w i l l  s l i  " testate:  

Probate ..................................................... 
Gu.rdlanship/conserratorshipltrusteeship: 

Guardianship ................................................ 
Total .......................................................... 

Estate:  

nenta l  heal th :  
I n e b r i a t e  r a t t e r s  ............................................. 
Insan i t y  mat ters  .............................................. 

Total .......................................................... 
Other c i v i l :  

Miscel laneous matters heard ................................. 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald:  
Felonr lmlsdneanor:  _. 

Cr iminal  act ions ............................................. 
Other cr iminal :  

Miscellaneous Criminal matters heard ......................... 
Tota l  c r im ina l  ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Total Juveni le  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l '  ..................................................... 

nt A N f  A 

N/A N/A 
N f  A N f  A 

N f A  n t A  

N/A J!& 
NfA N f  A 

- - 

NfA N f A  

N f  A 14,1471 n t A  Nf A 

m d  1 
* N o n - j u r y -  ro ta1  

Law ................................ 611 7844 8451 

Marr iage d i s s o l v t l m  ............... 1161 116i 

C l r i l :  

0 0 a s t l c  re la t i ons :  

Tota l  ............................... 6 i i  900' 9611 
Cr iminal  : 

Fe lon j l n i rdemanor  ................. 751 5081 5831 
Grand t o t a l  ............................ 1361 1.4081 1.5441 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
PfA - Th3r case t ype  i s  handled by t he  court.  but  t he  data are unavai lable.  -- I Kot appl icable.  

~~~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
on - iu rv  t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  decis ion.  

f ~ a t a  are not-complete: 

s ta te  populat ion.  
h t a  were a v a i l a b l e  fo r  only one d i s t r i c t :  t he  second d i s t r i c t  (Uashoe County). Thls county contains approximately one- th i rd  O f  t he  t o t a l  

Source: Unpublished data suppl ied by the  c l e r k  of t h e  2nd D i s t r i c t  Court. 
e r e  conputed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are taken f rom the  unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  



N E W M  JUSTICE COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

50 c o u r t s ,  54 j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  peace 
January 1. 1979 t o  k c d r  31, 1979 

There were no data  a v a i l a b l e  for cases handled i n  t h e  Justrce  Court f o r  1979. 

339 

NEVADA IIIIIIlCIPAl COURT 
Eourt of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

15 courts .  15 judger  
January 1. 1979 t o  k c d e r  31. 1979 

mere Were no data a v a i l a b l e  for cases handled In t h e  Munic ipal  CouPt for 1979. 
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A 4 

SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
15ju1lice~ 
lurisdiction: 
- Civil actionsover85oo. title to  real 

property. equity, divorce, support. 
alimony. 

Civil - Fe1onie.i. c iv i l  

NEW HAMPSHIRE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

5 justice9 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 
- 0 "  riginal prrrdiction ' ' " for issuance 

of  extraordinary writs and super- 
intendence of lower courts. 

DISTRICT COURT (41) 
8 full-time. 35 part-time and 
4 1  special juEticeS 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $3,000 (no title 

to real property). Small claims ( i f  
no Municipal Court). 

- Mirdemeanorr, violatiom. probable 
c a w e  hearings for felonies. 

No i w y  trials. 
- Jwe.ile. 

PROBATE COURT (10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclurive probate. adoption, 

guardianship. and conrervatorship 
jurisdiction. 

No jury trials. 

Court 
of la r t  
resort 1 

c o u r t  o f  
general 

jurisdiction 

courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t 



N N  W S H I R E  SUPREPI COURT 
court Of l a s t  resort 

5 j u s t i c e s  
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

341 

End 
F i l e d  Disposed pending 

m 
pending 

ares: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  and c r im ina l  X 236 X X ......................... X 21 X X 
--x Appeal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case 

........................................... 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. --I( 7 3 7  7 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  p m e e d i n g s :  

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
O r i g i n a l  cases f i l e d  ..................................... X 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  quest ions under Rule 20 .................. X 

Total  ..................................................... X 
Advisory opinions .......................................... X 

Tota l  ....................................................... X 

Tota l  o ther  cases ............................................. 7 Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 

30 
1 

31 
5 

36 

-3.5 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

A A 

Total carer ..................................................... 15!jf 293 303 145 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

By o p i n i o n  ............... 224 

o ld face  headings i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM p r o j e c t .  
lank space - Not enough i n f o r m t i o n  i s  known. 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1979 Court year doer no t  equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 Court year:  

The case category may o r  my not be handled by the  cour t .  - The data f a r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

The cour t  changed i t s  repo r t i ng  pe r iod  between 1978 and 1979. The f i gu res  given as beginning pending f o r  1979 r e f l e c t  an inventory  of cases 
fo r  a d i f f e r e n t  date than t h a t  used f a r  t he  f i gu res  given as pending a t  the  end O f  t he  1978 Court year. 

ource: Chairman, Jud ic ia l  Council. Eighteenth B ienn ia l  Report o f  t he  Jud ic ia l  Council o f  t he  Sta te  o f  New Ha s h i r e  cover ing per iods  du ly  1. 
1978June 30, 1979. and J u l y  1. 1979 -June 30. 1980 (C oncord. New Hampshire: 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cowputed where necessary. 

1980) . S t a t i s t i c s  are* b ienn ia l  repo r t  except 
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NEW W S H I R E  SUPERIOR COURT 

court Of genera1 j u r i s d i c t i o n  

July 1. 1978 t o  June 31. 1979 
10 courts, 15 j u s t i c e s  

tnd 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
ci  "1 id: 

Law: 
C i v i l  ........................................................ X 

Equity: 

Oomzstic re la t i ons :  
Equi ty  brought fowardj  ...................................... X 

Marr iage dissolution: 
M a r i t a l  cases .............................................. X 
MaFital cases brought forward f o r  f u r t h e r  orders ........... X 

Tota l  ....................................................... X 

Other e q u i t y l m r i t a l  ....................................... X 
Tota l  ....................................................... ~ X 

Other d w x t i c  re la t i ons :  

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 21.004fh 

Criminald: 
Felony la isdneanor :  

Ind ic tments .................................................. X 
In format i6nr  ................................................. X 
Cases brought f o w a r d  fop f u r t h e r  orders ..................... X 

Tota l  ......................................................... X 
Appeal ......................................................... X 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 7,056fh 

18,464 

5.777h 

16 

5.526 

8,820 
3,294 

3.341 X 
12,161 X 

17,954 21.511 

- ~ 

3.056 
380 

3.436 
2 706 

6,142 

_ _  
L 

7.724 5.474h 
~~~~ ~~~ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 28.060fh 24,606 25.678 26,985 

X d  

U N a n - j u r y U  C i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
C i v i l :  

Law ............. i...... x X X ( i r i l ty p lea .......................... 2,717 
E q u i t y  ................. X X X No1 passed 1.241 
D O P S t i C  r e l a t i o n s  ....... X X Dismissed ............................ 2,841 

Defaul ted ............................ 984 Appeal ................. X X X 
Tota l  ................... x X X Other 8.537 

C r i a i n a l  ................. X X X Other hearings ....................... 7,785 

........................... 
................................ 

Grand t o t a l  ............... 468 2,310 2.778 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C lass i f i ca t i ons  used by t h e  CS lM p r o j e c t .  
NfA - This case type i s  handled by the cou r t  but the data a re  no t  avai lab le.  
X = Pnd data f o r  t h i s  case t ype  are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. -- * llot appl icable.  

4 ~ a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  no t  counted i n  t h e  sam way throughout t h e  s ta te .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  no t  cons is tent  statewide. 
A t r i a l  i s  no t  counted i n  t h e  Sam? way throughout the s ta te .  

Fl,gures are  as given i n  o r  as  ca lcu la ted  from t h e  data g iven i n  t h e  b ienn ia l  repopt. 

TRC 'number o f  c i v i l  l aw  carer diroosed i n  S t r a f f o r d  was estimated. us ina  data o iven i n  the b i e n n i a l  reDort.  

f eeg indng  pending f i g u r e  for t h e  1979 c o u r t  year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year: 

hFigute was conputed: 
~ ~ ~~~~~ ~~ ~ ~ 

~eg' i~: ing pending f igures were ca i cu la ted  from f i l i n g .  d i s p o s i t i o n .  and-end pe id ing  f i gu res  g iven i n  the annual repor t .  
Thir"nuhber O f  c r i m i n a l  cares pending a t  the end O f  t h e  year  was Calcu lated by Subtract ing t h e  number o f  c i v i l  cases pending from t h e  t o t a l  

iiimkkr of carer  Oendlno a t  the end o f  t h e  war aiven i n  t h e  b i e n n i a l  reDOrt. . -  
<Data are no t  completel 

c r im ina l  case types a re  inconplete. 
jExplanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  t h e  Category: 

Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n  data provided by t h e  cou r t  i n  S t r a f f o r d  County were not separated i n t o  care types. Oata repor ted fo r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
However. t h e  t o t a l  number o f  c r im ina l  carer disposed are Conplete. 

The equ i t y  cases f i l e d  f i g u r e  inc ludes d ~ ~ s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  f i l i n g  f igures.  

Source: Chainan. J u d i c i a l  Counci l .  E i  hteenth B ienn ia l  Report o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Counci l  of t h e  State of N e *  Hampshire cover ing per iods 
July 1. 1978-June 30. 1979. and" Ju ly  1. 1979 -June 30. 1980 (Co "cord, New Hamshire: 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o q u t e d  where necessary. 

1980) . S t a t i s t i c s  a m  from the b ienn ia l  repo r t  



NO( WPSHIRE DISTRICT COURTk 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
41 courts:  8 ful l- t i - .  35 par t - t i - ,  and 41  spec ia l  j u s t i c e s  

343 

Lnd 
pending F i l e d  Disposed negmmng 

pending 

i r i l d :  
Small c l a i m  ................................................... N I A  26.130 N I A  N I A  
Real p roper ty  r i gh ts :  

Landlord and tenant .......................................... NIA 2.123 N I A  N IA  
Ex t raord inary  wit: 

U r i t s  ........................................................ 3 5 284 N/A A 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  33.537 NIL NIA  

r im ina ld :  
Misdemeanor .................................................... N I A  32.472 N I A  N I A  

Fe lon ies  3 3.541 3 a 
To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. N I A  36.019 N l A  N I A  

' r a f f i c :  

Prel id nary b a r i n g :  ..................................................... 

Other t r a f f i c  v io la t i on :  
Y i o l a t i a n s  ( i nc lud ing  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s )  .................... NJR 164.854 

To ta l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  164.854 N I A  

l v ren i  1 e: 

A 
NIA 

Cr imina l - type  offense: 

S ta tus  of fense: 
Del inquent Ch i ld ren  .......................................... N I A  

Ch i ld ren  i n  need o f  superv is ion  .............................. N I A  

Aburedlneglected ch i l d ren  .................................... N/A 
l on-o f fenre :  

N I A  N I A  

599 N I A  N I A  
i 5,690 

518 2 N/A 
To ta l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N I A  6.807 NIA  N IA  

;rand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  241.217 N I A  NIA 

lo ldface headings i nd i ca te  the  C lass i f i ca t i ons  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
I I A  - This case type i s  handled by the  court.  but  t he  data a re  unavai lable.  

k a s e , d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  o f  Count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  not counted i n  the  sane uay throughout the  s ta te .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  O f  Count i s  not cons is ten t  statewide. 

:Addi t ional  in fo rmat ion :  . 
Oats f o r  s i x  Court l oca t i ons  were estimated. 

iource: Chairman, Jud ic ia l  Council. Eighteenth B ienn ia l  Report O f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Council Of t he  Sta te  o f  Neu Hanpshire cover ing per iods July 1. 
1978-June 30. 1979. and J u l y  1. 1919-June 30, 1980 (C oncord, New Hampshire: 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. 

1980) . S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the b ienn ia l  repor t  except 



344 
W E M  W S H I R E  PROBATE COURT 

Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
10 courts.  10 judges 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

uld 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l d :  
*-s&jc re la t i ons :  

M d p t i o n  ..................................................... 
~t:b!& : a a e s t i c  re la t i ons :  

Marri'age waivers granted ................................... 
Termination of parental  r i g h t s  ............................. 
Re l in  uishment of Parental  r i g h t s  .......................... 
Other9 ..................................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
Total  ......................................................... 

U i l l  a l lowed ............................................... 
Yill a u t h e n t i c i t y  .......................................... 
Admin is t ra t ions  al lowed .................................... 
Voluntary admin is t ra t ions  .................................. 
Inher i tance tax  ............................................ 

Total  ....................................................... 
Guardians appointed ........................................ 
Conservators appointed ..................................... 
Trustees appointed ......................................... 
Accounts allowed ........................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
Oeath c e r t i f i c a t e  .......................................... 
I n q u i s i t i o n s  ............................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Total  ......................................................... 

Escatc: 
ProbateI 'd I l s l i n t e r t a t e :  

Gu~rdianship lconservatorrh ip l t rs t~~hip:  

Other estate:  

Mental health: 

Other c i v i l :  
Invo lun tary  comnitments ...................................... 
Change of name ............................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

1.746 
128 
153 

7 
2.034 
2.787 

2,827 
219 

1.195 
549 

28 
4.818 

628 
139 
162 

6.781 
7.710 

119 
350 
469 

12.997 

164 

522 

16.470 

- 

NIA 16,470 N t A  N t A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N/A * This case type i s  handled by the  court .  bu t  t he  data a m  Unavai lable.  

%re d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  no t  counted i n  the  ram r a y  throughout the  State. 

Sources: Chairman, J u d i d d l  Council. Eighteenth B ienn ia l  Re o r t  o f  t h e  Jud ic ia l  Council o f  the  State o f  New Hampshire cover ing per iods 
S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  b ienn ia l  Ju l y  1. 1978-June 30. 1979. and Ju ly  1. 1979-June 50. 1980 (C ancord. new nampshire: 

repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
1980) . 



NEY HbJU'SHIRE I W N I C I P A L  COURT 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 
15 courts:  15 pa r t - t ime  and 5 specia l  Just ices 

345 

F l  1 ed Disposed pending 
x 

pending 

i v i l d :  
Soall claims ................................................... N/A 666 N/ A N/A 
Real proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Landlord and tenant .......................................... N t A  18 N t A  N/A 
Extraord inary wr i t s :  

U r i t s  ........................................................ N t A  6 N/A 1I/A 
iota1 c i v l l  ..................................................... N t A  690 N/A N t A  

:iminald: 
Mi idemanor  .................................................... N I A  992 N/A N/A 
Prel iminary hear ing:  ..................................................... N/A Felonies N/A 102 N/A - 

r o t a l  c r im ina l  .................................................. N I A  1,094 N t A  NtA 

- 

r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

r o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A 

Weni le :  
Cr iminal - type offense: 

V io la t i ons  ( i n c l u d i n g  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s )  .................... 

Del inquent c h i l d r e n  .......................................... N I A  
St?,tYI offense: 

Ilon-offense: 
Chi ldren i n  need of superv is ion .............................. N I A  

Abusedtneglected ch i l d ren  .................................... N t A  

7.128 1I/A N/A 
7,128 N/A nth 

139 N I R  N/A 

31 N/ A N I A  

N/A - 11 N/I\ - 
Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N/A 181 N/A N/A 

rand t o t a l  ...................................................... NfA 9.093 N/A N/ A 

oldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the C S l M  p ro jec t .  
/A - This care type i s  handled by the  Court, but the data are unavai lab le.  

Case d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  not  counted i n  the same way throughout the  s tate.  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  no t  cons is tent  statewide. 

ource: Chairman, Jud ic ia l  Council, Seventeenth B ienn ia l  Report o f  t h e  Jud ic ia l  Council  Of t he  State o f  New Hampshire cover ing per iods 
July 1. 1978-June 30, 1979, and Ju ly  1, 1979 -June 30. 1980 (C oncord. New Hampshire: 1980) . S t a t i s t i c s  are f r o m  the  b ienn ia l  
r e p o r t  except t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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Indicates route of appeal t 

NEW JERSEY COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPERIOR COURT 
22 judger authorized 

(1 server as acting adminirtrative 
director oi thecourtr.) 

Juriidiction: 
- Appeals from lower Courts except 

MunicipalCourts and from adminir- 
trative agencies except Wage and 1 Hour Section of Labor and Industry. 

f 
p z i e E i r  
VlVlSlON ANDCHANCERY 
DIVISION (21). 
215 judger authorized 
Jurirdiction: 
-Law Divi~ion hears civil cases. 
Chancery Division hears general 
equity, matrimonial, probate. 

-Law Division hears criminal cases 

Jury trials in Law Division. 

A 

I COUNTY DISTRICT 
COURT (21) 
39 judger authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and tort under83.000. 

landlord and tenant. small Claims, 

qUa~i -~ r imind  iurirdiction with 
Municipal Courtr. 

I w y  trialr. 

jUVENlLE AND DOMESTIC 
RELATIONS COURT (21) 
33 judger authorized 
luridiction: 
-Domestic relations (except divorce). 
Adoption: 

-Exclurive juvenile jurisdiction. 

Court of 
last 

reiorr 1 
Intermediate 

court 
appellate 

SURROGATES (21) 

lurirdiction: 
- Uncontested probate. 
Serve as Clerk of Probate Division of 

County Court. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (532) 
372 judge9 
Junrdiaion: 
- Bastardy proceedings. 
- Probable C ~ U L ~  hearings on 

indictable oiienws. Traffic, 
minor criminal, ordinance viola- 
tions. fish and game. and navigation 
violatims. 

N o  jury trials. 

Cuurt of 

furisdiction 
ge"Wal 

Court. of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

*me county Court was merged with the Suptior Court on Ckcember 7,1978 



N D I  JERSEY W P R M  COURT 
Court  o f  l a s t  resort  

S e p t e h e r  1. 1978 t o  h g u s t  31. 1979 
7 j u s t i c e s  

347 

tnd 
F i l e d  oisposed pending 
j 

pending 

ases: 
Appeals: 

ciri1: 
C i v i l  ca tegor ies  ........................................... X 

Cr imina l  ..................................................... X 
Appeals o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

S ta te  agencies o r  a u t h o r i t i e s  .............................. X 
Cases conso l ida ted  or disposed before argument ............... X 

Total  appeals ................................................. 13i 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  pmceedingr: 

Requests t o  appeal j :  
D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................... 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  ................................ 
Motion fo r  d i r e c t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  ............................ 
Motions f a r  leave t o  appeal ................................ 

Total  ....................................................... 
Total  othe? cases ............................................. 

32 

95 
46 

42 
60 
243 

X 
X 

X 
X -m 

84 94 22 

Total  cases ...................................................... 5341 1.0861 (143)e 1.353 (143)e 45191 

the r  proceedings: 

Other r a t t e r s :  
Rehearing requests ............................................. X 

.................................. X Pot ions and o ther  p e t i t i o n s  - 
X 33 

X 1,126 - 
X 

X 

Total  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 178j 1.348j 1.159 1833’ 

Uanner o f  d ispos i t ionm m s p o s i t i o n  of appeals 

u r i t t e n  op in ion  .................. 9 3  
Per curiam ....................... 35 

Status o f  pending caseload (8/31/79) 

Not y e t  per fec ted  .......... 22 
Perfected and ready 

f o r  argument .............. 93 
Held f o r  f u r t h e r  argument .. 1 
Argued but not decided ..... 6 

Age of pending caseload (8/31/79) 

Under 2 months ............ 20 
2 t o  5 m n t h r  ............. 39 
5 t o  8 months ............. 29 
8 t o  12 m n t h s  ............ 23 
12 t o  14 months ........... 6 
14 t o  I7 months ........... 3 
1 7  t o  20 months ........... 2 
Over 20 months ............ 0 

Age of pending caseload (8/31/79) 

Under 2 months ............ 20 
2 t o  5 m n t h r  ............. 39 
5 t o  8 months ............. 29 
8 t o  12 m n t h s  ............ 23 
12 t o  14 months ........... 6 
14 t o  I7 months ........... 3 
1 7  t o  20 months ........... 2 
Over 20 months ............ 0 

Aff i rmed ......................... 59 
Reversed ......................... 48 
Modified ......................... 10 
Reversed and remanded ............ 19 
Affirmed and reversed I n  part..... 6 
Remanded ......................... 5 
Oismissed a f t e r  argument ......... 15 

Remanded before argument ......... 7 
Consolidated w i th  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  .. 7 
Oecided without argument ......... 17 

Dismissed before argument ........ 53 

Time i n t e r v a l s  ( m n t h r l d a y s )  
Mean Median 

Judgment below t o  no t i ce  of appeal or grant ing  o f  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  
Not ice o f  appeal o r  g ran t ing  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  PePfeCtiOn ................ 3/02 2/01 
Per fec t ion  t o  argument ..................................................... 3/22 4/03 
Argument t o  dec is ion  ....................................................... 4/07 3/17 
Not ice o f  appeal or grant ing  O f  CePt l f lCat ian  t o  d e c i s i o n  .................. 11/01 9/27 
Per fec t ion  t o  dec is ion  ..................................................... 7/29 7/02 

............ 

oldface headings i nd i ca te  the  Classifications used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
/A - This case type i s  handled by the  Court, but  the  data are unavai lable.  

Cases not included i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

r e s u l t i n g  appeal. 
Change i n  pending does not equal t he  di f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

Oata are no t  c o w l e t e :  

I The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

Requests t o  appeal *hen granted are not  counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed: a new f i l i n g  i s  not counted fo r  the  

Figures are a given i n  the  annual repor t .  

F i l i n g  and pending data for motions fo r  d i r e c t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and motions fop leave t o  appeal could not be separated from o ther  m t i o n s  and 

These granted requests t o  appeal are the  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

o ther  p e t i t i o n s  data. These numbers ape not inc luded i n  t o t a l  requests t o  appeal. t o t a l  o ther  cases. o r  t o t a l  cases f i l e d  or  pending 
f i gums . 

Explanat ion o f  data included i n  the  CategoPy: 

In fo rmat ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

f i l i n g  and pending f i gu res  f o r  t o t a l  o ther  proceedings inc lude m t l o n s  fo r  d i r e c t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and motions f o r  leave t o  appeal. 

The 93 w r i t t e n  opinions and 35 pe r  curiam opinions disposed O f  141 appeals and 14 d i s c i p l i n a r y  r a t t e r s .  
There were a lso  26 concurr ing,  31 d issent ing ,  and 8 concurr ing i n  par t .  d i s s e n t i n g  i n  pa r t  Oplnionr wr i t t en .  

OiSPOsitiOn 
data f o r  these two categor ies a re  ava i l ab le  separately and are l i s t e d  on t he  appropr ia te  l i n e s  under the  requests to appeal heading above. 

ource: Admin is t ra t i ve  o i w c t o r  of t he  courts.  h n u a l  ne o r t  1978-79 (Trenton, ~ e u  ~ e r r e y :  
S t a t i s t i c s  are fPOm the  annual repo r t  except tha! t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

1980). Source o f  case data i s  ava i lab le .  



NN JERSEY APPELLATE OIVISIOM OF SUPERIOR COURT 

S e p t e h e r  1, 1978 to h g u s t  31. 1979 

348 
In termediate appe l l a te  court 

t l c  judges 

tnd 
F i l e d  Disposed pendinq 

Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i r i l  ........................................................ X 1.947h X X 

State agencies ............................................. 1.125k X X 

c r imina1 ..................................................... X 1.713 X X 
Appeal o f  a d n i n i s t r a t i v e  agmcy case: - 

Total appeals ................................................. & -mm n m  5.322 

Other Cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings ......................................... 
Requests to appeal: 

Leave t o  appeal ............................................ 3Zf 
Total Other cases ............................................. --32f 

817 833 
833 817 

- 48 as 

To ta l  c a s e d  .................................................... 6.202f 5.618 6.451 5,370 

Other proceedings: 

Other matters: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 13 

m t i m  and p e t i t i o n s  ........................................ 18gf - 
172 

4 591 A 

167 

4.493 
18 

287 __ 
Tota l  o the r  proceedings ......................................... 20Zf 4.763 4.660 305 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  Status o f  pending caseload (8/31/791 D ispos i t i on  o f  appeals 

Published opin ions ........... 25m Not y e t  per fected ......... 3.156 Af f i rmed ...................... 2.436 
Per curiam Perfected and ready Reversed 544 
Oisrnirred (op in ion)  .......... 96 f o r  ca lendar ing ......... 2.115 Remanded ...................... 67 
rransfermm ................... 12 Submitted bu t  not decided . 17 C e r t i f i c a t i o n s  ................ 12 
Dirmissal /v i thdraual  ......... 2,195 Argued bu t  no t  decided .... 34 Modi f ied ...................... 284 

Msmissed (op in ion)  .......... 96 

................... 2.940" ...................... 

Time i n t e r v a l  (months/days) Age O f  pending caseload (8/11/791l 
k a n  Median 

Judgment below t o  n o t i c e  of appeal ....... 1/11 1/10 
Date o f  appeal t o  per fected .............. 9/09 7/12 
Perfected t o  argued or submitted ......... 5/02 4/16 
Argued o r  submitted t o  decIded ........... 11/23 0114 
Date o f  appeal t o  decided ................ 13/01 11/23 
Perfected t o  decided ..................... 5/20 5/01 

_ _ _  
Under 2 months ...... 960 
2 t o  5 m n t h s  ....... 1,042 
5 t o  8 m n t h s  ....... 933 
8 t o  12 months ...... 854 
12 t o  14 months ..... 374 
14 t o  17 months ..... 423 
17  t o  20 months ..... 236 
h e r  20 m n t h s  ...... 500 

eadings i n d i c a t e  t h e  CIaSsif iCatiOns used by the C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
e - Not enough in format ion i s  known. The case category may or may no t  be handled by t h e  cou r t .  
t a  f o r  t h i s  case t ype  are knom t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  YePe no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

CJudge in format ion:  
These are 22 judger author ized i n  t h i s  cour t ,  bu t  1 judge served as the a c t i n g  admin i s t ra t i ve  d i r e c t o r  of the cour ts .  

79 court  year does not equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year: 
al repor t .  Dif ference i s  due t o  ad jus t ren ts  made by the c l e r k  o f  t h e  cou r t  t o  t h e  computerized docket ing 

ppeals f i l e d  were computed by sub t rac t l ng  t h e  number o f  c r i m i n a l  appeals and appeals o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency carer f i l e d  from the 

s of a d m i n i s t r a t i r e  agency cases i nc lude  43 c r im ina l  appeals from s t a t e  admin i s t ra t i ve  agencies t h a t  are no t  inc luded under c r im ina l  

peals f i l e d  and disposed inc lude  12 c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  by t h e  Supreme Court before ca lendar ing by the Appel la te  Div is ion.  
urce or  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 
pending caseload data were provided by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  of the cou r t s  dur ing data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
n on d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  or t r i a l  data: 
ere a l s o  5 concurr ing and 15 d i ssen t ing  opinions f i l e d .  

The 3.198 opin ions dlsposed Of 3.421 cases. 
t o  the Suprew Court by c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Courts. Annual Report 1978-79 (Trenton, New Jersey: 
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. and add i t i ona l  i n fo rma t ion  was supplied by 
t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  O f  t h e  Courts dur ing data Ver i f l ca t i on .  

1980). Source O f  case data i s  ava i l ab le .  
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2 1  counties; 215- jdges author ized 
S e p t e d e r  1. 1978 t o  August 31. 1979 

tnd 
pendinq e pending F i l e d  Disposed Defendants 

c i v i  I d  : 
Tort: 

Auto t o r t :  

Other t o r t :  
R u t o  negl igence ............................................ 23,806f 

Other-Law O iv i s ion  ........................................ 31.801f 
Total ......................................................... 55,607f 

Equi ty  ......................................................... 2.820f 
O m r e S t i C  r e l a t i o n s :  

ma t r imon ia l j  ............................................... 7.978f 

Adoption (contested) ....................................... X 
Adoption (uncontested) ..................................... 0 

Total ....................................................... X 
Total ......................................................... 7.978fi 

W i l l s  and admin i s t ra t i on  ................................... X 
Accounting ................................................. X 

Total ....................................................... X 

ADDointment O f  auardianr f o r  i n c o m e t e n t s  .................. 0 

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  

Adoption: 

Estate (County Cour t ) :  
P r o b a t e l r i  11 r l i n t e s t a t e :  

Guardianship/conserratorshipltrusteeship: 

O t h k  estate: 
Other probate matterr ...................................... X 

TotalJ ........................................................ - 'X 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 66,6671 

Criminald:  
Felony : 

Indictments and accusations .................................. 31.4501 
Appeal (County Court) .......................................... 654f 
Ex t rao rd ina ry  w r i t :  

Postconvic t ion r e l i e f  ........................................ __ 38f 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 32.142f 

19.491 

25.197 
44.688 

4,318 

25.609 

32 
1,827 
1,859 

27,468 . 

209 
146 
355 

438 

160 
953 

77.427 

- 

22.198k 
2,784 

159 

25.141 

17.908 

23.445 
41.353 

4.009 

26.275 

X 
1.827 

X 
28,1021 

X 
X 
X 

438 

X 
X 

74.464 

- 

24.256 
2,699 

161 

27.116 

- 

25.389 

33.553 
58.942 

3.129 

7.312 

X 
0 
X 

7.312f 

X 
X 
X 

0 

X 
X 

69.630 
- 

29.3921; 
739 

36 

30,167 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 98.8ogf 102.568 101.580 NIR 99.797 

T r i a l d  

Jury Non-jury Total 

1,308 
1,373 
2.681 

3 

c i v i l :  
Tort:  

Auto t o r t  ............... 
Other t o r t  .............. 

Total .................... 
E q u i t y  .................... 
D O r n S t i C  re la t i ons :  

Mar r iage d i s s o l u t i o n  .... 
Mopt ion  ................ 

Tota l  .................... 
Esta te  .................... 

Tota l  ...................... 
Felony .................... 

Grand t o t a l  .................. 
cri.ina1: 

_ _  
2.684 

2.318 
5.002 

1.27i 
1.341 

963 

10,036 
X 
X 

i s  1.383 

4.028 
2.645 

966 

10.036 
X 
X 

N I A  
15,0301 

NIA 
12,3461 

494 
12,8401 

2,812. 
17.8421 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Set t led,  
dismissed. 

I n  covrt  or d i r -  
Contested Uncontested continued 

Tort: 
Auto t o r t  .............. _ _  16.084 441 
Other t o r t  ............. _ _  19.805 995 

Tota l  ................... _ _  35.889 1.436 
Equi ty  ................... -_ 2;678 365 
DOneStiC re la t i ons :  

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  . 10,036 15.728 511 0 
Estate ............... NIA nt R n i R  N I A  

Criminal d i spos i t i ons  

Cases 
Felony: 

Jury t r i a l :  
Convic t ion ........................... 1.200 
A c u i t t a l  ............................. 824 
G u i l t y  o r  non v u l t  p lea .............. 217 
Dismissal ............................ 65 
Condi t ional  discharge ................ 12 

Convict ion ........................... 127 
Acqu i t t a l  ............................ 314 
G u i l t y  o r  non v u l t  p lea .............. 13 
rnrmissai  ............................ 39 
Condit ional  discharge ................ 1 

COnYiction ........................... 1.327 
k q u i t t a l  ............................ 1.138 
G u i l t y  o r  no" v u l t  p lea .............. 230 
Oismissal ............................ 104 
Condit ional  discharge ................ 13 

G u i l t y  or "on v u l t  plea wi thout  t r i a l  .. 12.743 
Oismi11al wi thout  t r i a l  ................ 8,597 
Condit ional  discharge wi thout  t r i a l  .... 104 

P e t i t i o n  summarily disposed ............ 63 
No r e l i e f  granted ...................... 86 
Some r e l i e f  granted .................... 12 

No"-jury t r i a l :  

Total t r i a l :  

Ext raord inary w r i t :  

Defendants 

1.448 
1.015 

256 
84 
19 

137 
351 

21 
51 
1 

1,585 
1.372 

277 
135 

1 
15.735 
11.056 

137 

N I A  
N t A  
mia 

(cont inued on next  



350 New Jersey Superior Court (continued) 

Tor t :  

Tima i n t e r v a l n  (mn th ldays )  

Jury Non-jury A l l  t r i a l  cases 
Number Mean Median Number Mean Median Number Mean Median - - - ~ - ~ - - -  

Auto t o r t :  

Other  t o r t :  
Complaint t o  trial...... 165 25/19 24/11 6 26/29 24/12 171 25/21 24/11 

Complaint t o  trial...... 146 25/28 24/20 128 22/19 21/07 274 24/12 2318 
rnt.1. 

Conplaint t o  answer 311 2/27 1/26 134 2/18 1/13 445 2/24 1/22 
Answer t o  p r e t r i a l  ....... 311 16/28 17/23 134 9/24 3/10 445 11/20 7/21 
P r e t r i a l  t o  t r i a l  ........ 311 9/04 6/29 134 819 3/27 445 8/16 5/21 
Complaint t o  t r i a l  ....... 311 25/23 24/14 134 22/25 21/07 445 24/27 23/24 

Defendants who re t rac ted  
a p lea o f  no t  g u i l t y  Defendants f o r  whom t r i a l s  comenced 

Indictment o r  
Ind ic tment  o r  Not g u i l t y  p lea  accusation t o  
accusation t o  t o  t r i a l  OP Cornencement 

f i r s t  p lea g u i l t y  p lea  O f  t r i a l  

Indictment or Not g u i l t y  Ind ic tment  or  
accusation t o  p lea t o  accusation t o  

f i r s t  p lea r e t r a c t i o n  r e t r a c t i o n  

Number k a n  Median &an Median Elem Median Number k a n  Median Mean Median Mean Median - - _ _ _ _ _  -~ 
Crimlnal  : 

Murder ....... 12 2/ 4 0115 9/ 8 5 /  4 11/12 6/10 11 0113 Of10 2/10 2/21 2/23 3/ 6 
Other ........ 406 2/ 2 0128 101 7 7/15 121 9 9/10 1.247 2/ 0 0128 8/ 5 5/14 lo/ 4 7/15 

Tota l  ......... 418 2/ 2 0128 lo/ 6 7/15 121 8 9/ 6 1.258 1/29 0128 8/ 3 5/13 101 2 7/13 

Age of pending casesn (months) 

Under 6 months ...... 5,214 7.135 1.433 
6+ t o  12 months ..... 7.598 9,114 1.048 
12t t o  18 m n t h s  .... 5.933 7.818 415 
18t t o  24 months .... 3,605 4.651 119 
24+ t o  36 months .... 2,569 3.710 66 
Over 36 months ...... 218 430 48 

3.294 
2.295 
1.035 
364 
257 
67 

8.943 
5,579 
3.635 
2.247 
3,188 
5.800 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t l o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
= This casetype i s  handled by t h e  Court,  but t h e  data are unavai lab le.  

f o r  t h i s  care t ype  are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  b u t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

h t h e  Superior Court on December 7. 1978 dur ing  t h i s  cou r t  year. 

i s  placed on the calendar (has reached issue) .  
i s  t h e  number of i n f o n a t i o n s  o r  indictments. 

e f i r s t  j u r o r  i s  drawn. 
y t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening statement o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 
nding f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 Court year doer no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 Court year: 
ecause of recounts by t h e  count ies r e s u l t i n g  from t h e i r  pe r iod i c  phys ica l  i nven to r ies  and t h e  discovery o f  o ther  r e p o r t i n g  e r r o r s  by 
n t i e s  du r ing  t h e  Course of t h e  year. 

t i c  r e l a t i o n s  i nc lude  pending m a t r i m n i a l  and uncontested adoptlon cases. They do not i nc lude  pending 

iposed f o r  domestic r e l a t i o n s  inc ludes matr imonia l  and uncontested adoption cases. but no t  contested adoption cases. 
v i l  and grand t o t a l  t r i a l  data do no t  i nc lude  e s t a t e  cases. 
o f  data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 
a l  inc ludes d ivorce.  maintenance. n u l l i t y ,  adoption. custody, m a t r i m n i a l  i n junc t i ons .  and miscel laneous matrimonial.  

a f o r  adopt ion (contested)  and e s t a t e  cases which Could not be Separated i n t o  t h e  proper categories. There 
ng a t  the beginning of t h e  cou r t  year. 562 disposed. and 247 pending a t  the end of t h e  Court year. 

d. 387 were reopened cases. 
i n g  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  Court year. 6.156 were l i s t e d  on i n a c t i v e  s tatus.  u n t r i a l a b l e  fo r  reasons beyond t h e  
cutor .  

f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  t y p e  or t r i a l  data: 
ontested m t r i m n i a l  carer. 
e of pending care load data: 

These inc lude  f u g i t i v e s .  John Does. and defendants incarcerated i n  another s ta te.  

t e r v a l  data a re  f o r  cases i n  which t r i a l s  comenced i n  t h e  Law D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Superior Court du r ing  March 1979. 
pending data r e f l e c t  a c t i v e  and i n a c t i v e  cases f o r  equity. mrrlage d l s s o l u t l m .  estate. and felony Cases. 
pending cases data f o r  auto t o r t  and o the r  t o r t  cases are f a r  a c t i v e  cases only .  
nac t i ve  au to  t o r t  cases. 

The number o f  e s t a t e  cases pending Over 18 m n t h s  i s  i nc luded  i n  t h e  12t t o  18 Ranths category. 

There were, i n  addi t ion,  695 i n a c t i v e  o t h e r  t o r t  and 

Source: Admin is t ra t ive D l r e c t o r  of t h e  Courts. Annual Report 1978-79 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  annual repo r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. 
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tnd 
pending F i l e d j  Disposed Beginmng 

pending 

Auto t o r t :  
Auto negligence ............................................ 

Other t o r t  ................................................... 4.504f 
1.624f 
6.128f 

6.743f 
34.482f 

13.387 
4.736 

18,123 
164,641 
42.247 

12.856 
4.629 

163.634 
40.669 

17. ,485 

5.035 
1.731 
6.766 

35.489 
8.321 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Contract  ...................................................... 
Real proper ty  r i g h t s :  
Small Cl. i I51 .................................................. 

4.151 

324.656 

7.944 

58.520 

~~ ~. 
Tenancy ...................................................... 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 51.504f 331.672 

C r i  m i  nald: 
Other c r i a l n a l :  

Cr iminalJ  .................................................... N I A  4.371 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. N I A  4.371 

- 

Traff ic :  
Parkino: 

* 
4.265 

N/A 
NIA 

Parking cases ................................................ N l A  38.807 

Moving t r a f f i c  cases ......................................... N I A  38.121 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

~ 

23.458 NJA 

NJA 
N l A  

34.832 

58.290 Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  76.928 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 51.504fi 412.971 387.211 58.5201 

T r i a l d  Cr iminal  d i s p o s i t i o n i  

c iv11: 
Tort:  

Auto t o r t  ............ 
Other t o r t  ........... 

Tota l  ................. 

T@ 

716 
426 

M h m r  
crimina1 

Convict ions and g u i l t y   lea^ i n  m e n  c o u r t . . . - - 8 5 5 -  
213 

95 
308 
226 
31 

8 
573 

503 
331 
834 

3,191 
13,787 
36,970 
54.782 

1.142 
3.417 

13.818 
36,978 
55.355 

p r e t r i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  ....................... 127 
Other dismissals and a c q u i t t a l s  .............. 339 
Referred t o  other cour t  ...................... 1 
Referred t o  county prosecutor ............... 989 

Contract  ............... 
Soal l  c l a i m  ........... 
Real Droperty r i g h t s  ... . . . .  

Total ................... 
cr imina1 : 

Other c r im ina l  ......... 
T r a f f i c  .................. 

Grand t o t a l  ................ 
473 

0 
55.255 

473 
0 

55.828 

_ _  _ _  
573 

C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons  
Real 

To r t  h a l l  proper ty  
o ta can t rac t  c la ims 

4,939 1.415 k& ms;s3s KaT 1 8 %  12% 
M O  t o r t  Other t o r t  

Judgments by de fau l t  ....................... 
Set t led.  dismissed. o r  discont inued. by 

Before t r i a l  date .......................... 3.101 1.121 4.222 20.072 5.362 7.658 37,314 
dismissal  o f  i n a c t i v e  cases .............. 1,677 530 2,207 23.502 3.826 454 29.989 

(h t r i a l  date .............................. 2.022 941 2.963 9.939 10,393 45.371 68.666 
Placed on i n a c t i v e  l i s t  o r  t rans fe r red  .... 401 196 597 2.150 992 178 3.917 

Other t r a f f i c  
T r a f f i c  d i spos i t i ons  

r i o 1 a t i o n  Total ........ 5.851 7 3 3 1  
Vio lat ions Bureau ................................. 22.918 27.617 50.535 
Convict ions and g u i l t y  p leas i n  open cou r t  

Dismissals and a c q u i t t a l s  ......................... 200 1;359 1;559 
Transferred t o  other cou r t  ........................ 0 5 5 

Age of pending caseload ( m n t h s L  

Under 6 6r t o  12  12+ t o  18 1 8 t  t o  24 Over 
months months months months 24 m n t h s  -- 

c i r i 1 :  

3.887 
1.305 
5.192 

31,075 
7.465 
7.941 

51.673 

924 
344 

1.268 
3.510 

695 
3 

5.476 

153 
63 

216 
635 
118 

0 
969 

33 
8 

41 
176 
M 
0 

237 

38 
I1 
49 
93 
23 
0 

165 

Tort: 
Auto t o r t  ................... 
Other t o r t  .................. 

Total ........................ 
Contract  ...................... 
Real proper ty  r i g h t s  .......... 

Total ........................... 
s p l l  c la ims .................. 

(cont inued on next page) 



352 ~- New Jersey County D i s t r i c t  Court (cont inued) 

Time i n t e r v a l  datan (mnths ldays)  

J u r y  Non-jury Total  
N W b W  Number Number - Hean - - Elem k d i a n  

Complaint t o  t r i a l :  
c1*i1: 

Tart: ................... 74 10/4 9/5 
Other t o r t  .................. 10 11/27 12/08 29 7/22 7/08 39 8/21 7/26 

Tota l  15  _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _  113 _ _  _ _  78 
Contract ...................... 28 13/29 13/20 365 7/15 6/18 393 7/28 6/28 

T o t a l  .......................... 63 13/01 12/15 443 7/20 6/27 506 8/10 7/09 

c i v i i n  .......................... 63 2/07 1/03 443 1/19 1/02 506 1/22 1/02 

Auto t o r t  25 12/14 12/14 49 8/28 7/11 

........................ 
Complaint t o  answer: 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  CIasSifiCationS used by t h e  CSIM pro jec t .  
NIA = This care type i s  handled by the  court .  bu t  the  data a r e  unavai lable.  -- = Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of informat ions. indictments,  or complaints. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the f i r s t  j u r o r  i s  drawn. 
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  nhen an opening statement o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 

feeginning pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 c o u r t  year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f igure  fo r  t h e  1978 Court year: 
F igurer  a r e  as given i n  t h e  annual report .  

'Data are not complete: 
Grand t o t a l  pending f igures  do.not inc lude c r i m i n a l  o r  t r a f f i c  cases. 

JExplanat ion of data included i n  the  category: 
F i l e d  inc ludes  a l l  complaints f i l e d  or t rans fer red  from o ther  c o u r t s  o r  count ies and i n a c t i v e  complaints res to red  t o  calendar. 
Small c l a l s  i nc lude auto small c la ims cases and o ther  smal l  claims. 
Cr imina l  case complaints inc lude i n d i c t a b l e  of fenses r e f e r r e d  t o  county prosecutors f o r  indictment as w e l l  as minor c r im ina l .  

d i s o r d e r l y  persons. ordinance. f i s h  and gam, navigat ion.  e tc .  
"Tine i n t e r v a l  or age o f  pending caseload data: 

Time i n t e r v a l  data are for a l l  c i v i l  cases i n  which t r i a l s  comenced dur ing  March 1979, excluding m a 1 1  c l a i m  and rea l  p roper ty  r i g h t s .  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Courts, Annual Re o r t  1978-79 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  m n m l  repor ts  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where nece!rary. 



NEM JERSEY JUYEMILE AND rrmESTlC REUTIONS MU1 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

21 c w r t s .  33 judges au thor ized  
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w Disposed pendinp 
eg inmng 
pending 

Domestic re la t i ons :  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  and rec ip roca l  support .................... zf 80.619 7.294 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 7,03Sf 80.878 80.619 7,294 

Juveni le:  
Cr imina l - type  offense: 

S ta tus  offense: 
Juven i le  de l inquent  c0"p la in ts  ............................... 13.841f 

Juven i le  i n  need of supervis ion (JINS) ....................... A 1 135f 

97.110 96,750 14.201 

11,555 _11;764 926 

Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 14,97bf 108.665 108.514 15,121 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 22.011f . 189.543 189.133 22.421 

Hearings ( d i s p o s i t i o n r ) l  

c i * i 1 :  

Juveni le:  
D o m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ........ 68.028 

Delinquency and JINS ...... 58,304" 
Total  ........................ 126,332 

Age o f  pending caseload (months1 

C i v i l  Juven i le  
Cr imina l  -type 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  o f fense Status offense 
UndeP 1 month ..................... 
Over 3 m n t h s  ..................... 1.611 3.540 211 
1 t o  3 months ..................... ::% 6.504 380 

3+ t o  6 months .................... (n)  2,605 145 
Over 6 months ..................... (n)  935 66 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH pro jec t .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count:  

f8eginning pending f i gu re  for t he  1979 CouPt year does no t  equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 Court year:  

ISDecial  source o r  rev i s ion  i n  the  data: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 

This i s  because O f  recounts by the  count ies r e s u l t i n g  from t h e i r  pe r iod i c  physical  i nven to r ies  and the  discovery Of o ther  r e p o r t i n g  
e r r o r s  by the  count ies dur ing  the  course of t he  year. 

In fo rmat ion  o r  t he  number O f  hear ings he ld  was suppl ied by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t he  cour ts  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Of t he  58,304 j u v e n i l e  hearings, representa t ion  by counsel was mandatory a t  33,525; i t  was n o t  mandatory a t  t he  remaining 24.779. 

The d a n e r t i c  r e l a t i o n s  cases pending,3+ t o  6 months and over 6 months are inc luded i n  the  over 3 months category. 

mlnfarmat ion on t r i a l  or type O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  data: 

n ln fo rmat ion  on t ime i n t e r v a l  or  age of pending caseload data: 

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec to r  of t he  Courts. Annual Re ort 1978-79 (Trenton. New Jersey: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o w u t e d  where necegsary. and add i t i ona l  in fo rmat ion  was supp l ied  by the  admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  t he  
cour ts  d u n n g  data ve r i f i ca t i on .  



354 
N N  JERSEY MUNICIPAL COURT 

Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
532 courts, 312 judges 

Septe&er  1. 1978 t o  August 31. 1979 

seginn i  ng 
pending 

Lnd 
F i l e d  Disposed pending 

I 

Criminald:  
Other cr iminal :  

C r i n i n a l J  .................................................... NfA 361.173j 317.517 - 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. N I A  361.1751’ 317.517 Nf  A 

T r a f f i c :  
Parking: 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
Park ing cases ................................................ N I A  2,638.301 

Moving t r a f f i c  cares ......................................... NfA 1.219.480 - 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... NfA 3,857,781 

1,968.447 

1.138.605 

3.107.052 

n i A  

N/A 
Nf A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NfA 4.218.954 3.424.569 N f A  

Nan-jury t r i a l d  Cr iminal  d iSpOi i t i ons  

Cr iminal  (o ther  c r i m i n a l )  .... 2.656 Convic t ions and g u i l t y  p leas i n  open court.. 

Other 
cr imina1 

T r a f f i c  ‘ 0  Vio la t i ons  Bureau .......................... 22.189 

and p r e t r i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  ................. 10,795 
Other d ismissals  and a c q u i t t a l s  ............ 93,386 
Referred t o  other  Court .................... 3.526 
Referred t o  county prosecutor .............. 69,071 

...................... 
Grand t o t a l  ................... 2.656 Dismissal a f t e r  cond i t i ona l  discharge 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Convic t ions and g u i l t y  pleas i n  open Court.. 
V io la t i ons  Bureau .......................... 1.854.009 
Dismissals and a c q u i t t a l s  .................. 34.316 
Referred t o  o the r  cou r t  .................... 37 

Other t r a f f i c  
v i o l a t i o n  

307.668 
763.672 

66,367 
898 

Tota l  
387.753 

2,617,681 
100,683 

935 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s ~ i f i ~ a t l o n ~  used by t h e  CSlH p ro jec t .  
NfA - Tlils case t ype  i s  handled by t h e  cour t .  but the data a re  unavai lab le.  

dCase de f ; i n i t i an  o r  u n i t  Of Count: 

j hp lan~ag fon  o f  data inc luded i n  the category: 

The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of informations. ind lc tments.  or  complaints. 
A n q p j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the p o i n t  when an opening statement o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 

C r i i i h i i s l  care complaints i nc lude  i n d i c t a b l e  Offenses r e f e r r e d  t o  county prosecutors f o ?  ind ic tment  as we l l  as minor c r i m i n a l ,  
d i r r d e r l y  persons. ordinance. f i s h  and game. nav igat ion.  etc. 

I 
I 
i Source: Proceedinas i n  t h e  Municipal Courts, September 1, 1 9 7 8 - k y u ~ t  31, 1979 (Trenton. New Jersey: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual 

repopt except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

IIN JERSEV WRROMTES 
2 1  counties. 2 1  surrogates 

Sept-r 1. 1978 t o  h g u s t  31. 1979 

No data were suppl ied f o r  t h e  surrogates because they handle on l y  uncontested probate matters and serve as 
t h e  c l e r k s  o f  the probate d i v i s i o n s  of County Courts. 



NEW MEXICO COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 iustices 
Jurirdirtion: 
- Appeals from criminalcaees imposing 

death penalty or l i fe imprisonment 
and civil cases where jurisdiction not 
specifically vested in Court of Appeals 

COURT t OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Appellate jurisdiction over most 

criminal cases and specific types 
ofcivilappealr (not within Supreme 
Court jurirdictkn). 

- Direct appeals from certain state 

t 
DISTRICT COURT (13) 
44 judger 
Jurirdiction: 
- General civil jurisdiction. Exclusive 

domestic relations iurisdiction.  con^ 
current jurisdiction w i th  Probate 
Court over wills, right of executor- 
ship, and administration. 

- Exclusive felony. General criminal 
jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury tri.15. 

MAGISTRATE COURT (72) 
72 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $2.000. 
- Misdemeanors and other criminal 

w i th  finelerr than$l.oOo. 
sentence less than 1 year. 
Preliminary hearings. 

PROBATE COURT (32) 
32judgei 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive original jurisdiction over 

guardianship and formal adminiifra- 
tion. Concurrent jurisdiction wi th 
District Court over wills, right of 
executorshin. and administration. 

PROBATE COURT (32) 
32judgei 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive original jurisdiction over 

guardianship and formal adminiifra- 
tion. Concurrent jurisdiction wi th 
District Court over wills, right of 
executorshin. and administration. 

I L  I 

I . ,"-~. 
~ lurirdiction: 

I 
1 

Cour t ro f  
limited 

jurisdiction 

355 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 

CO",t 
appellate 

Indicates routeof appeal. t 



356 NEW MEXlCO SUPREME COURT 
court of l a s t  resort 

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

pending > pending F i  1 ed Disposed 

ca<o.: _ _ _ _ _  
Appeals: 

C i r i l  ........................................................ X 
L '  Cr imina l  ..................................................... X 

Re ins ta ted  carer ............................................. X 
Total  appeals A I ................................................. 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ X 
Mandamus ................................................. X 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. X 
Removal frm corpora t ion  comnisslon ...................... X 
Superintending con t ro l  ................................... X 
Rule 32 e lec t i on  chal lenge ............................... X 
puo Uarranto ............................................. X 
Cr iminal  contempt ........................................ X 
Other .................................................... X 

l a t a 1  ...................................................... X 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  matter: 

J u d i c i a l  standards c o n i s s l o n  (removal of judge) ......... X 
Suspension of a t to rneys  .................................. X 
D isc ip l i na ry  ............................................. X 

Total  ........................................................ X 
Total  ......................................................... X 

c e r t i o r a r i  ................................................... X 
Total  o ther  carer .............................................. A 

Requests t o  appeal: 

X 
X 

X 
X 

0 X X --zrrzT 25b A 

94.3' 
27 
59 

1 
4 

192i 

96j 
26 
54 
0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
14 

19aJ 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
4 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 197 61d(22Ie 6ohi (z)e 207 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Rule 37 mt ions !  ............................................. 0 
RYle dl motions! ............................................. 0 
Rule Ih-motionr! ............................................. 0 
Rule 60 n o t i m i l  ............................................. 0 

Total  ......................................................... 0 

Total  other proceedings ......................................... 0 

337 337 0 
2 
33 
17 

389 

2 
33 
I7 

389 

0 
n 
0 
0 - 

389 389 0 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  D ispos i t i on  o f  appeals Time i n t e r v a l  data (average days) 

From n o t i c e  o f  appeal t o  t r a n s c r i p t i o n n  ..... 93.6 Yr i t ten .  oEinion ............. 195 .................. Aff i rmed ................................. 118 From t r a n s c r i p t i o n  t o  issue ................. 82.5 Per c u @ h  2 
DrZai,r &$?/fii t hdrawal ........ 50 Reversed ................................. 54 From issue t o  submission 59.0 
TranrfOr .................... 8 Aff i rmed i n  par t .  reversed I n  p a r t  ....... 11 From submission t o  op in ion jdec is ion  ......... 74.8 

Remanded ................................. 4 From i ssue  t o  op in ion jdec is ion  135.8 
Dismissed w i th  Opinion ................... 1 
Denied p e t i t i o n  .......................... 2 
Writ quashed ............................. 2 Status o f  pending caseload (12/31/79) 
Reversed t r i a l  court  ..................... 1 
Set aside c o n t e w t  c i t a t i o n  .............. 1 Not a t  issue .......................... 96 
Awarded a t to rneys  f e e l  ................... 1 A t  issue--not r e t  f o r  o ra l  argument ... 27 
Awarded costs ............................ 1 Previously submit ted .................. 84 
hrvered quest ion i n  the  negat ive ........ 1 

By opinion: 

.................... 
.............. 

Dispos i t i on  of Other carer 
Or ig ina l  proceedings 

Or ig ina l  
j u r i s d p i o n  D i s c i p l i n a r  Total  

Granted ........................................ -- a 
Oenied ......................................... 56 
Quashed ........................................ 18 
Made permanent ................................. 23 
Dismissed ....................................... 1 
Motion f o r  leave t o  f i l e  p e t i t i o n  late--denied .. 0 
Case re ins ta ted - -wr i t  made permanent ............ 0 
Case re ins ta ted  on mandate-peremptory w r i t  ..... 0 

Suspension o f  at torneys ........................... 
Removal of judge ................................ -- 
Uithdrawn ....................................... 3 

Closed by orders ................................ 84 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  ...................................... 

.. 
23 
1 
0 
0 



Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  C1assi f iCat ians used by the  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
X * The data f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but  were not ava i l ab le  by category. -- - Not appl icable.  

%ares not inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double Counting: 

j i x p l a n a t i o n  of data included i n  the  category: 

C e r t i o r a r i  cares granted are  not counted as disposed u n t i l  t he  r e s u l t i n g  appeals are disposed; new f i l i n g s  are not counted f o r  t he  
These granted c e r t i o r a r i  cases are t he  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

Kabeas C O ~ D U S  f i l e d  includes 10 o r i u i n a l  habeas Corvus cases and 84 cases from habeas C O ~ D U S  dockets. Habeas Corvus disDored includes 12 

r e s u l t i n g  appeals. 

o r i g i n a l '  habeas corpus cases and 84 f r o m  the  habeas corpus docket. 
Rule 31 motions are prosecutors '  m t i o n s  for  extension o f  t i m e  i n  D i s t r i c t  Court. 
Rule 41  o f  the  Rules of Cr iminal  Procedure f o r  Nau is t ra tes  Court i s  a no t i on  f o r  extension o f  tim. 
Rule 46 rnotions are  respondent's motions for t i m e - l i m i t s  on ad jud ica tory  hearings. 
Rule 60 motions are Chi ld ren 's  Court matters t o  expand t h e  t ime l i m i t  fo COnrnenCement o f  ad jud ica tory  hearings. 

No t a b l e  vas prepared on no t i ce  of  appeal t o  docket ing s ince  counsel on ly  has 30 days t o  f i l e  a skeleton t r a n s c r i p t  a f te?  f i l i n g  o f  the  

Source: Jud ic ia l  Department of t he  State o f  New Mexico. Annual Report. 1979 (Santa Fe. New Mexico: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are fro. t h e  annual 

n ln fo rmat ion  on t i m e  i n t e r v a l  or age o f  pending data: 

n o t i c e  of appeal. 

repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

357 
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NEY MEXICO COURT OF APPFALS 
In termediate appe l l a te  court 

7 Judges 
January 1. 1979 t a  k c - r  31, 1979 

pending F i  1 ed Disposed pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
c i v i l  ........................................................ X 
Cr iminal  and j u v e n i l e  ........................................ X 
Appeal o f  a b i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case ......................... 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. & 
X 

Other appeals: 
Reinstated cases ........................................... 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... - 

Tota l  o ther  cases .............................................. 

239 X 
252 X 

26 X 

0 X m -xm 

X 
X 
X 

X 
-29vs 

Total cases ..................................................... 28Ef 517 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 0 57 
other matters:  ...................................................... 0 647 Motions 

Tota l  o ther  Proceedings ......................................... 0 704 

- 

509 

57 

647 

704 

- 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Formal op in ion ................... 183 
Uemorandm decis ion .............. 199 
Transfer ......................... 14 
By order ......................... 111 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  Supreme h u r t  ... 2 

OispOSitiO" o f  appeals 

Criminal 
C i v i l  and 

a d n i n i r t r a t i v e  ,d:tl. 
A f  f i rned ............................ 109 
Reversed ............................ 56 51 
Dt $missed ........................... 2 5 
Affirmed i n  pa r t .  reversed i n  pa r t  .. 9 
llrashed ............................. 0 
Granted ............................. - _  
Denied -- 
Transferred t o  Supreme Court ........ 0 

.............................. 

Tine i n t e r v a l  datan (average days1 

crri i  Criminal  and j u v e n i l e  
i n t e r -  
1 ocutory 

Tort a eals  Other Total 
-85 + T TIT Number of cases ...................... 

Nobice of pppeal i n  d i s t r i c t  
cbuic -to:,ded sion: 

Wti:ce.$appeal i n  d i s t r i c t  
cmde t'6 answer b r i e f  f i l e d :  

104 

41 

36 

181 
247 
428 

24 

. . ~ .~  ~~ ~ 

NbClc&of appeal i n  d i s t r i c t  
cdu r t  t d  t r a n s c r i p t  f i l e d  ....... 

Tr&&r ip r  f i l e d  t o  b r i e f  i n  
cRF% f i l e d  ..................... 

i e f  i n  c h i e f  f i l e d  t o  answer BI 

Nott te  of appel t o  answer 
b r i e f  f i l e d  ..................... 
b r l h j  f i l e d  ..................... 

hsusr bnief  f i l e d  t o  dec is ion ..... 
HoCf'ce df appeal t o  dec is ion ....... 

k c h i &  t o  manda' t e  .................. 

36 

20 

18 

74 
60 

134 
22 

91 

33 

34 

158 
226 
384 

25 

95 

38 

34 

167 
226 
393 

24 

Sumary Other 
calendar calendar 
-45-138 

-- _ _  
45 260 
22 21 

10 
0 _ _  _ _  
0 

2999 

0 

0 - 

h d m i n i s t r a t i w  a p c y  
Mmi n i  5 -  Workmen's 
t r a t i v e  compen- 
a e a l r  sa t i on  Total 
+-T-T 

48 94 75 

37 36 36 

39 32 35 

124 162 146 
244 127 176 
368 289 322 

24 22 23 
~ ~~ 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH  p r o j e c t .  
81bnk $ate - Not enough in format ion i s  knmn. The case category nay OP may not  be handled by the  cour t .  
X * The ahta f o r  t h i s  case type are known t e  be included i n  t he  t o t a l  but  were not ava i l ab le  by category.  -- - Not appl icable.  

fseoinnina oendina f i o u r e  f o r  t he  1919 cour t  year does not eoual t h e  end Dendin4 f i a u r e  f o r  the 1978 Court Year: - .  
-Figur;s'are a; g i k  i n  the  annual report: 

Fioure- a re  as o iven i n  t he  annual rmnrt. 
%Change i n  pending does not  equal t he  d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

. - r -  ~- ~~~ .. . . --. -- - - -- 
n ln fo rna t i on  on age-of-pending o r  tine i n t e r v a l  data: 

Cases inc luded i n  the  t i m e  i n t e r v a l  char t  do not  i nc lude  dismissed, denied. docket and aff irm. t rans fe r red  to l f rom the  Suprem Court, or 

Time i n t e r v a l  f tgurei  given tn t he  ~ n n u a l  Report were rounded t o  the  nearest  whole nvmber f o r  i nc lus ion  i n  t h i s  tab le .  
those cases determined t o  be a typ i ca l  as a r e s u l t  Of severe p r o b l e m  or delays (e.9. re ins ta ted  cases). 

Source: J u d i c i a l  Oepartment o f  t he  State of New Mexico. Annual Re opt, 1979 (Santa Fe. New Mexico: 
Peport except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where n e c e r s k y .  

1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual 



NEN MEXICO DISTRICT COURT 
Court  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

13 d i s t r i c t s .  44 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  k c & r  31. 1979 

pending pending 

C i v i l d :  
D w s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. 6.691 18.236 17.452 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 18,469 25.833 22,714 

7,249 
21,559 

Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 25.160 44.069 40.166 28.808 

Criminald: 
Felonylmisdemeanor: 

Cr iminal  .................................................... 2,597 5.289 5.029 2.864 
~ - 

Total  c r im ina l  .................................................. 2.597 5.289 5.029 2.864 

Juveni le :  - - - __ 
Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 1.632 4.159 3.644 2.024 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 29.389 53.517 48.839 33.696 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM p r o j e c t .  
N/A - This case t ype  i s  handled by the court.  but the data ape unavai lab le.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  the number o f  defendants on t h e  in format ion.  ind ic tment ,  o r  Collplaint.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the Jury i s  impaneled. 

Pending f igures r e f l e c t  adjustments made fo l l ow ing  an i nven to ry  conducted du r ing  1979. 
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1979 Court year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year: 

Source: Jud ic ia l  depar tmn t  of the State of Ne* k x i c o .  A n n u a l  Report. 1979 (santa Fe. New I lexico: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are frm t h e  annual 
repor t .  

NEN MEXICO IUGISTRATE WURT 
Court o f  l im i ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

72 courts. 72 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  kcenher 31. 1979 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i r i  I d  : 
Law: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Cr ie ina ld : .  
Misdeaanor :  

P re l im ina ry  hearing: 

Other  c r im ina l :  

N o n - t r a f f i c  .................................................. 
Felony ....................................................... 
F a i l u r e  t o  pay penal ty  assessed .............................. 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

N/A 
N/A 

N I A  

N/A 

N/A 
N I I  

N I A  

N/A 

15.294 
15.294 

13.096 

' 8,843 

10,191 - 
32.130 

3.867 

74.802 

N/A 
n i A  

N t I  

M IA  

N/A 
N l A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

N l A  

11/11 

3 
U I A  

N/A 

N/A 
N l A  

N l A  122.226 N I A  N I A  

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSIH pro jec t .  
N I A  - This case type i s  handled by the Court. but the data a re  unavai lab le.  

dcare d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  ind ic tments o r  c o w l a i n t s .  

Source: Jud ic ia l  Department d f  t h e  State o f  New k x i c o .  A n n u a l  Report. 1979 (Santa Fe. New k x i c o :  1979). 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  annual 



360 
My IEXICO PROBATE WU(T 

Court of limited jur isd ic t ion  
32 cwrts. 32 judges 

January 1, 1979 t o  D e d e r  31. 1979 

There were no data avai lable for  cases handled i n  the  Probate Court f o r  1979. 

IN MEXICO HURICIPM COURT 
t a u r t  o f  l i m i t e d  ju r isd ic t ion  

83 courts. 84 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Oecnber 31. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled i n  the  Municipal Court for 1979. 

SIUU CMIIIS COUIT OF ALBUQUERQUE. IEU MEXICO 
Court o f  limited j u r i r d i c t i o n  

1 court. 1 judge 
January 1. 1979 t o  k d e r  31. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled i n  the Small Claims Court for 1979. 



I 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurirdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civ i l  and 

criminal CdSe3. 
. Direct appealof questionrinvolving 

provision of conrtitution and death 
3entence. 

Court of 
last 

resort I -  

49 judger 
Jurirdiction: 
- In Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 
- Civil actions under 56,000. 
- Criminalwith fine lesi than 51,000 

orsentence l e is  than 12 monthr. 
Felony preliminaries. 

APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPREME COURT (4) 
24 iudges' 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appellate 

furisdiction. 

OF NEW YORK CITY OF NEW YORK 

Intermediate 
appellate + CO"Tt3 

APPELLATE TERMS OF 
SUPREME COURT (3) 
9 wpreme court juBtiCes.ewe 

(3 in each appellate term). 

- Civil appellate jurirdirtion in two 
o f  theappellate terms. 

~ Criminal appellate jurirdiction in a11 
districtr. 

Civil Jurirdiction: 

Ciuil, felunier, Nun-felonies in 
2nd Department. all 3rdand4th Department Carer. 

1 A 
SUPREME COURT(11) COUNTY COURT (57)  
263 judger Io3j"dges 

Jury trial.. AI - 

Cour t ro f  
genera1 

Juridiction: Juridiction: 
-Unlimited law and equity. Exclurive 
domestic relations. 

-Felonies and misdemeanors prosecuted 
by indictinent (in New Yock City). 
Criminal jurisdiction in other YorkCity). 
counties if needed. Appealron record. 

. Civil law and equity under $6,000 
(may vary to $lO.OOO). 

. Original criminal jurisdiction 
overall offenses (except in New 2nd Department 

I 

.ourt3of 
limited 

rrirdicrion 

Jury trials. ]ury trials. 1 
A 

3rdand4rh  
Departments A 
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FAMILY COURT (58) 
l07judgec 36countyjudges 
dm SeNe 
Juridiction: 
-Adoption. Child protection, 
family offenses, r u p p r t ,  
curt&. paternity. 

-Juvenile delinquency. 
dependency and neglect. 

J"ry trials not generally 
available. 

lndicaterroute of appeal 
'Ninejurtic-and 12certifirdr.tiredjurticerwere~~ernfied to the AppeUateCivirionof theSupmmeCoun. t "Included are the c i t y ~ o u r t ~ .  pificeCourts, police court$, and record&'nrourts. 

A A A  
SURROGATES 'ITY TOWN AND 

VILLAGE JUSTICE 

2.424 +ti- of the peace 

COURT (62) 149judger 

a h  IeNe small claimr. lutidiction: 

Iutidiction: COURT (2,424) 
35 surmgates; 37 county judger -Civil action3 under $6,000, 

rurirdiciian: -Criminal wi th  finelerr than -Original under'bl,ooo 
-Full and complete general (generally small claims). jurisdiction in mattere months. Felonypreliminaries. .Original Criminal with 
relating to decedentr'ertater. less than $1.000.  enf fence 

lees than 1 2  months (mostly Errlurive probate juris- J"ry trials. 

traffic). Felony preliminarier. diction. Adoptions, 
guardianships. 

$l,ooo, rentence less than 12 

Jury trials. 

COURT OF CLAIMS 
17 judger and 26 rpetial 
judges for dangerour drug 
control 
Juridiction: 
-Exclusive iurirdictiun over 
claimr to which thestate 
is  a party. * 

120 fudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity under $lo.ooo. 
Jury trial5. 

98iudger 
Jurirdiction: 
- Criminal wi th fine less than 51.000 

orsentence leos than 12 monthr. 
Felony preliminaries. 
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11 Tota l  cases ..................................................... N/A 2 , s 8 9 (  w ) e i  z.iooi ( 97)4 N/A 

N O I  Y O U  COURT OF &+'PEALS 
Court o f  l a s t  resort 

7 judges 
January 1. 1g79 t o  O e c d e r  31. 1979 

tnd 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i r i 1  ........................................................ N/A 
Cr im ina l  ..................................................... N/A 

To ta l  appeals ................................................. 77K 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appeal: 

c i v i l  ...................................................... N/A 
Cr im ina l  : 

A p p l i c a t i o n  fo r  leave t o  appeal .......................... NIA 
Other motions .............................................. N/A 

Tota l  ....................................................... N/A 
Tota l  o the r  cases ............................................. -ATR 

N I A  N I A  ( N / A I e  H IA  

Manner of d ispos i t ion"  

Wr i t t en  opin ion ............. 163 
Per cur iam .................. 21 
Memrandum .................. 240 

M s p o s i t i o n  of appeals 

C i v i l  Criminal Tota l  
A f f i r m n c e  .................. 268 82 350 
Reversal ................... 102 55 157 

-__- 

HOdif icat ion ............... 29 6 35 
Oismissal .................. 24 4 28 
Other ...................... 0 0 0 

t Boldface headinos i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSlM Dro iect .  
Blank space - 6t enough in format ion i s  known. The &e category &y or  may not  be handled by the  court .  
W l A  - T h i s  case type Is handled by the Court, but the data are unavai lab le.  
X - The data for t h i s  case t ype  are Lnonn t o  be included i n  t he  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

\ *Cases not  inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
(he-hundred-eleven app l i ca t i ons  f o r  leave t o  appeal c r im ina l  conv i c t i ons  and s i x t y - s i x  c i v i l  app l i ca t i ons  were granted by the cour t .  These 

app l i ca t i ons  m e n  granted a re  not counted as a d i spos i t i on  u n t i l  t he  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed. 
These granted app l t ca t fons  are t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

No f i l i n g  i s  counted fo r  the appeal. 

i h t a  are no t  complete: 

i 
Tota l  appeals and t o t a l  Cases f i l e d  do not  inc lude c i v i l  r q u e r t r  t o  appeal granted. 
To ta l  reguests t o  appeal. t o t a l  Other cases. and t o t a l  cases f i l e d  and disposed f i g u r e r  do not inc lude c i v i l  requests t o  appeal or Other 

Tota l  requests t o  a p p u l  disposed. t o t a l  other cases disposed. and t o t a l  Cases disposed f i gu re r  do no t  i nc lude  c i v i l  requests t o  appeal 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  024 m a j o r i t y  opinions. 15 concurr ing opinions and 73 d i ssen t ing  opinions were f i l e d .  

.nOt iO"S.  

cases granted. 

t 
'Information on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

Source: Chief  M n i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t he  Courts. Second Annual Report 1980 (New York. New 'fork: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repor t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



NEY VDRK APPELLATE DIYISIONS OF ME SUPREME COURT 
In te rmed ia te  a p p e l l a t e  cou r t  

4 d i v i s i o n s .  24 judge$ 
January 1. 1979 t o  D e c m h r  31. 1979 
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P 
End 

F11 ed Disposed pending 
8eginning 

pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 

Other cases: 

To ta l  appeals ................................................. -ATa T7l-s -u;orm 7mT 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...................................... N I A  (J ) (j I N l A  
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  matters: ........................ 142j N I A  
1423 NIA 

(j ) A t to rney  d i s c i p l i n a r y  proceedings NIA 
Total  N I A  (j ) ..................................................... 

Requests t o  a p p a l  ........................................... 
Tota l  o ther  cases .............................................. 7 7 5  7 m  -A7K 

Total  cases ..................................................... N I A  8.4181 9.207 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters:  

Pot ions decided .............................................. _ _  _ _  17.427 - - 
Total  o ther  proceedings ......................................... _ _  _ _  17.427 

N I A  

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Full opinion .................. 561 
Per curiam .................... 89 
Hemrandurn .................... 4.132 

D ispos i t i on  of appeals 

Affirmance5 ................................. 6.074 
Reversal no t  i nc lud ing  new t r i a l s  ........... 1.351 
Mod i f i ca t ions  ............................... 765 
Dismissals .................................. 461 
New t r i a l s  .................................. 136 
Other ....................................... 275 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C1a~s i f i ca t iOns  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
Blank space - Not enough in fo rmat ion  i s  known. 
N I A  = This case t ype  i s  handled by the  c o w t .  but  t he  data w e  unavai lable.  
-- = Not appl icable.  

CJudge in fo rmat ion :  

dur ing  1979. 
iData are no t  complete: 

jExp lanat ion  O f  data included i n  the  Category: 

Source: Chief Admin is t ra to r  of t he  Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New ‘lark. New ‘lopk: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repor t  except 

The case category may o r  may no t  be handled by the  cour t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  24 permanently assigned judges. 9 j u s t i c e s  and 12 CePt i f i ed  r e t i r e d  j u s t i c e s  were temporar i l y  assigned t o  t h i s  cou r t  

Total  cases f i l e d  do not inc lude a l l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings. 

An unknown number o f  o r i g i n a l  proceedings are included i n  t o t a l  f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons  o f  appeals. 

t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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N N  TORI: APPELUTE ERR5 OF THE SUPREIIE COURT 

I n t e d i a t e  appe l l a te  cou r t  
3 terms. 9 supreae cou r t  j u s t i c e s  servec 
January 1. 1979 t o  L k c d e r  31. 1979 

nd 
Disposed pending 2 pending F i l e d  

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. NIA 7335 rm m 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... - 

Tota l  o ther  cases ............................................. 
Total cases ..................................................... N I A  2.035 1.499 N I A  

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Pat ions heard or submitted ................................... -- 
To ta l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... _- 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Opinions f i l e d  .................. 0 
Per curiam ...................... 1.032 
Memoranda wr i t t en ,  not  f i l e d  .... 31 

Disposi t ion of appeals 

App l i ca t i on  re jected:  
Discont inued .................................. 33 
Dismissed On calendar c a l l  ( c i v i l )  ............ 311 
Dismissed on calendar c a l l  ( c r i m i n a l )  ......... 47 
Remitted ...................................... 1 

Total re jec ted  ................................. 392 

Aff i rmed ...................................... 595 
Reversed ...................................... 372 
Modif ied ...................................... 83 
Dismissed. discontinued, withdrawn. remanded .. 57 

Total dec is ions rendered ....................... 1.107 

Decisions rendered: 

Note: A m e l l a t e  Terns o f  the Supreme Court hear c i v i l  and c r im ina l  appeals from the f i rst  and second departments. County Courts s i t t i n g  as 
appe l l a te  c o w t i  for the  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  departments hear SOW equiva lent  c r i m i n a l  appeals; however, data regarding the volume Of such 
carer are not  avai lab le.  
appEPlate Courts are counted. 

Far c e r t a i n  c r im ina l  cases New York has t h m e  in termediate appel la te  cour ts  when County Courts s i t t i n g  as 

8o ldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C1aSsif iCat ians used by the C S I M  p ro jec t .  
81ank s.cac&'- Not enough in format ion i s  known. The case category may o r  may not  be handled by the cou r t .  
N I A  - Ths icase  type i s  handled by the  Court, but  the data are unavai lable.  

CJudge iofoqmation: 

_ _  . W y $ @ l i c a b l e .  

M<P#i979. there were th ree  appel la te  terms s i t t i n g  w i t h  three judges i n  each term; hence the t o t a l  of n ine judges for 1979. 

Source: CQief  Admin is t ra tor  of the Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New York. New York: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repo r t  except 
that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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NEU VORK SUPREME COURT AMI COUWV COURT 

11 d i s t r i c t s .  263 j u s t i c e s ;  57 counties, 103 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. l 9 7 d  

Cour t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

End 
pending F i l e d J  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
C i v i l d :  

Tort:  
Auto t o r t :  

Profess ional  t o r t :  
Motor veh ic le  ............................................. 
Medical malpract ice ....................................... 

Other t o r t  .................................................. 
Tota l  ........................................................ 
Condemnation ................................................ 
Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  

Contested matrimonial ..................................... 
Appeal of admin i s t ra t i ve  agency care: 

Tax c e r t i o r a r i  ............................................ 
A l l  o thers ................................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Real p roper t y  r i gh ts :  

Domestic re la t i ons :  

Appeal : 

Other c i v i l :  

C r i d  nald: 
Felony ldsd-mor:  

Indictments--New York City .................................. 
Indictments--outside New York C i t y  .......................... 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Tota l  c r im ina l  ................................................. 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 
T r i a l d  

Cr iminal :  
New York C i t y  ............ X X 2.151 
Ou t r i de  New York C i t y  .... X X 1.337 

To ta l  ..................... X X 3,488 

Age of pending careuload(average months) 
Outside 

New York City New York C i t y  @ 
Projected average age: 

.-'"ll. "..,.. 
Supreme Court ............. 12 
County Court .............. _ _  11 23 

7 7 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

3,511fh 

X 

X 

65.130fh 

8.60Ei 
N I A  

8.6081 

8 , 6 0 8 1  

19,616 

1,870 
14.191 
35.677 

167 

10.259 

5.999 

13.849 

65.951 

16.454 
14.352 
30.806 

30.806 

21.736 

1.757 
14.614 
38.107 

188 

9.948 

5.150 

13.789 

67.182 

17.014 
16.494 * 
33,508 

73,738fi 96.757 100,690 72,8174 

Cr iminal  ( f e lony lm isdeaanor )  d i s p o i i t i o n s  

Nev York Outside 
Cfty New York C i t y  Total 

Pleas o f  g u i l t y :  
Felony ..................... 10.431 
Misdemeanor ................ 1.037 

To ta l  ....................... 11.468 
T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n  ............. 1.525 
Acqu i t t a l  .................... 727 
O i  smissed .................... 3.294 

X 
X 

12.676 
980 
365 

2.473 

X 
X 

24.144 
2.505 
1.092 
5.767 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C1asSi f icat ions used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N/A - This case t ype  i s  handled by t h e  cou r t .  bu t  t h e  data a re  unavai lab le.  
X = T h e  data f o r  t h i s  Case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by CategoPy. -- = Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  O f  a p e t i t i o n  or  C o w l a i n t .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on t h e  

i n d l c t n e n t .  except i n  t h e  t r i a l  data. 
A t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  decision, which inc ludes 

m i s t r i a l s .  
fseginn ing pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 Court year does not equal the 

9Change i n  pending doer no t  equal t h e  d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and 

end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year: 

d l  rpos i  t i o n s :  

Figures a re  as g iven i n  the annual repor t .  

F igurer  a m  as repor ted i n  the annual report.hFigure Mas computed: 
Beginning pending f i g u r e  was ca l cu la ted  frw f i l ed .  disposed. 
and end pending data given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

i o a t a  are n o t  complete: 
Pending data f o r  felonylmisdemeanor indictments--New York C i t y  do 

not i nc lude  misdemeanor cases. 
Total c r i m i n a l  pending and grand t o t a l  pending f igures do no t  

i nc lude  misdReanor  ind ic tments i n s i d e  New York City Of f e l m y l  
misdemeanor ind ic tments outs ide New York Clty. 

jExplanat ion of data inc luded I n  t h e  category: 
F i l e d  inc ludes new actions. res to ra t i ons .  and t rans fe rs  i n t o  these 

cour ts  from o the r  cour ts .  p lus  o r  minus t rans fe rs  w i t h i n  t h e  
C O W t S .  

mlnfornat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  OP t r i a l  data: 
me d i s p o s i t i o n s  of disagreements. m i s t r i a l s  and youths 

adjud icated as youthfu l  offenders are no t  counted i n  t h e  
disposed data O f  t h e  p r o f i l e ' s  t o p  po r t i on .  

Source: Chief Admin is t ra tor  O f  the Courts. Second Annual Report 1980 (New York. !len York: 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

1980). S t a t i s t i c ?  are  frm the annual r e p o r t  except 
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CIVIL COURT W THE CITY OF HEW YORK 

Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 cwrt, 120 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  Deceder  31. 1979 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
c i - i id :  . 

T o r t  ........................................................... X 32.175 34.466 X 

C o m r c i a l  ................................................... X 20.198 20.217 X 
Contract: 

Real property ri#ttr: 
Housing p a r t  ac t i ons  ......................................... 947 
Housing p a r t  ( s u m r y  proceeding) ............................ X 

To ta l  ......................................................... X 
mher ci.i1: 

3.362 
81.066 
84.428 

2.505 1.805 
79.655 X 
82.160 X 

...... 
Nonhousing p a r t  act ions (summary proceeding) ................. X 5.604 X 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 24.954 142.592 142.447 25,100 

Grand t o t a l k  ..................................................... 24.954 142.592 142.447 25.099 

~ 

E d  

aril: 
Tort and con t rac t  .......... 580 1.637 2.217 
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s  and 

o t h e r  c i v i l  ............... 26 6.464 6.490 
To ta l  ....................... 606 8,101 8.707 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Real p roper t y  

To r t  and r i g h t s  and 
con t rac t  o t h e r  C i v i l  

Set t led.  discontinued. o r  dismissed 
before t r i a l  ......................... 36.439 59,348 95.787 

S e t t l e d  or d iscont inued dur ina t r i a l  .. 832 2.039 2.871 
Dismissed du r ing  t r i a l  ................ 64 122 186 
Marked of f  calendar ................... 8.305 697 9,002 

T i n e  i n t e r v a l  data (average months) Defaul t  judgment ( inquest )  ............ 5.653 308 5.961 
Default (no inquest )  .................. _ _  16.432 16.432 

Pro jected t i re from f i l i n g  o f  Inquest by cou r t  ...................... _- 2.277 2.277 
note Of issue t o  d i spos i t i on "  ....... 4.4 Consent judgment ...................... 20 21 41 

Referred t o  referee .................... -- 0 0 
Disagreement or m i s t r i a l  .............. 104 30 134 
A r b i t r a t i o n  ........................... 1.049 _ _  1.049 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the C S I M  p ro jec t .  
X * The dbta f o r  t h i s  care t y p e  are k n o w  t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. -- - Not appl icable.  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 

kAddi t ional  i n f o r m t i o n :  

via. fr;ferval or  age o f  pending data: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  conpla in t .  
A t c i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or decision. 

Thi's .court a l so  disposed of 54,276 no t i ons  and issued 146.752 orders du r ing  the t ime  per iod.  

T i n e ' i n t e r v a l  data a re  on ly  fo r  t o r t .  w n t r a c t .  and housing p a r t  act ions.  

Source: Chief Admin is t ra tor  o f  t h e  Courts. Second Annual Report 1980 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

(New York, New York: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  repo r t  exceot 



CRIMINAL WI1RT ff ME CITV OF My IORK 
Court  o f  l i s i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 cour t .  98  judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  D e c h r  31. 1979 
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u l d  
F i l e d  Disposed pending 

neg inmng 
pending 

r i a i n a l d :  
M l s w a n o r  .................................................... M I A  
Pre l im inary  hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... NfA 
Ordinance v io la t i on :  

V io la t i ons  .................................................. NfA 
Nan-traffic sumonsj ......................................... NIA 

Total  ......................................................... NIA 
Other c r im ina l  ................................................. N/A 

Total  c r im ina l  .................................................. NfA 

X 

X 

Nf A 
475.612 
475.6121 

X 

678,9791 

X 

X 

NIA 
N I A  
MIA 

X __ 
200,4561 

Nf A 

N t A  

N I A  
N I A  
N t A  
N t A  

NfA 

- 

r a f f i c :  
Gther t r a f f i c  v io la t i on :  .............................................. N f A  

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N t A  118.929 NtA N l A  

T r a f f i c  summns N/A 118.929 N/A - 

irand t o t a l  ...................................................... NfA 797.9081 200.4561 MIA 

Cr imina l$  ........... 
T r a f f i c  ............. N I A  NfA NfA 

Cr iminal  d ispos i t ions i  

Pleas o f  g u i l t y  .................. 93,108 
T r i a l  conv ic t iond ................ 421 
k q u i t t a l d  ....................... 703 
R e f e r r a l s  t o  grand j u r y  .......... 16.642 
Oismirsals ....................... 78.337 
Other ............................ 11.245 

IoldfaCe heaaings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM pro jec t .  
! l A  - This care type  i s  handled by the  Court. bu t  t he  data a m  unavai lable.  . = The data f o r  t h l s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not unava i lab le  by Category. 

'Care d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  
The c r im ina l  ca re  u n i t  o f  count f a r  Caseflow i s  the  number o f  defendants on the  ind ic tment  or complaint. 

A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or decis ion.  

Total  ordinance v i o l a t i o n  cases, t o t a l  c r im ina l .  and grand t o t a l  cases f i l e d  f i gu res  do no t  inc lude v i o l a t i o n s  Cases. 
To ta l  c r i m i n a l  and grand t o t a l  disposed cases and type O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  data i nc lude  Only mlsdeaanor. fe lony p re l im ina ry  hearing. and o ther  

Non- t ra f f i c  sumns inc ludes a l l  '"nonarrest cases and a r r e s t  cases o f  peddl ing" where a desk appearance t i c k e t  was issued. 

c r i m i n a l  breakdowns f o r  case ca tegor ies  given i n  t he  annual repor t  a re  est imates o f  t he  volume o f  cases f i l e d  du r lng  the  Court year. 

There e r e  a l so  68.969 warrants f i l e d  and 58,937 warrants executed by the  cou r t  du r ing  the  year. 

T r i a l  data are based an the  number 
o f  t r i a l s .  Conducted. any one o f  which may inc lude m r e  than one.defendant. 

'Data are not complete: 

c r i m i n a l  cases. 
IExplanat lon o f  data inc luded i n  the  category:  

(Add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion :  
The 

t o t a l  number of cases f i l e d  i s  based on the  ac tua l  count o f  cases. mere vas d i f fe rence of 109 cases between the  estimates for each care 
t ype  and the  ac tua l  t o t a l  volume which could not be i d e n t i f i e d  by care type. 

Source: Ch ie f  Admin is t ra to r  of t he  Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (Ne* York. New York: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are f r o m  the  annual repo r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

.... 
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NEY YORX FAMILY COURfl 

Court of l i m i t e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  
58 cour ts :  107 judger and 36 county judges serve 

January 1. 1979 t o  D e c e d r  31. 1979 

F i  1 ed 01 sposed pendingg 
x 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
oo ler t ic  r e l a t i o n s :  

12.54d 
38.638i 
24,4301 
75.614’ 

3,8994 

~ ~~~~~~~~~ 

Supportlcustody: 
Custody o f  minors .......................................... 
Support (non-AOC and ADC) .................................. 
Untform support o f  dependent‘s law ......................... 

Tdtal ....................................................... 
M D p t i o n  ..................................................... 
Other @mestic re la t i ons :  

Supreme Court r e f e r r a l  ..................................... 
Foster care review ......................................... 
~ p p r o v a l  o f  f o s t e r  care placement .......................... 
Physica l ly  handicapped ..................................... 
Family offense ............................................. 
Pate rn i t y  (“on-AOC and ACC) ................................ 
&her proceedings .......................................... 
Supplementary .............................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Estate: 

Mental heal th :  

Gua~ianrhiplconservitorshipltrusteeshi p: 
Guardianship ............................................... 

e c t i w  ............................................. 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Juren i  le: 

......................................... 
perv i s ion  ............................... 

neglect ............................................ 
tect ive-neglect  .................................... 
tective-abuse ...................................... ..................................................... 

t o  m r r y  ............................................ 
Total j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 

1,687! 
4.198’ 
7,8631 

11,189’ 
19.8021 

108,888‘ 

33.8911 
4.1841 

191,702! 
271,2151 

25.467i. 

12.9724 

1.2921 
6.214: 

8.979’ 
1.473? 

10,8471 
44,1551 
23.5111 
78,5131 

3,2021 

2.095! 
5,031! 
2.2041 
9.330! 
1,0921 

1,529i 

9,901! 

2,3774 

187.592! 

4.5161 
7.113i 

20.858! 
36,6661 

104,6321 

269.307’ 

1,494! 
9,493‘ 
1.9701 

12,9571 

272: 

61,3261 

5,8011 

2,4351 

5151 
2.4941 

3,53391 
524$ 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 57.727f 319,7451 331.3074 43.8229i 

C i v i l  d ispos i t ions i  
Y i thdraun or ~~~ 

d ismissed 
D O T S t i C  re la t i ons :  

S u p p o r t l c u s t d y  ........................... 28.805 
Mootion .................................. 110 
Other domestic r e l a t i o n s  .................. 50.915 

To ta l  ...................................... 79,830 
Estate: 

Gua~ianshiplconservatorrhipltrurteeship .. 172 
llmtal h e a l t h  ............................... 21 

To ta l  ........................................ 80,023 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (days)ik 
Over 

0-7 8-14 15-21 22-30 31-90 91-180 181-365 366-730 730 
Juvenile c h i l d  p r o t e c t i v e  proceedings d a - v s * * v s @ -  * da-vs* 

Bays .................................... 98 16 12 20 115 84 43 16 5 
G j r l s  ................................... 138 38 16 32 129 107 74 15 8 

FnvoJving c h i l d  abuse: 
F$l ing o f  p e t i t i o n  t o  i n i t i a l  f ac t - f i nd ing  hearing: 

I n i t i a l  f ac t - f i nd ing  hearing t o  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  hear ing:  
Boys .................................... 131 7 15 7 105 51 46 31 16 
a r l s  ................................... 189 11 21 18 131 82 73 24 8 
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< ' T & W ' > , ~ ~  I?!;, :7 

,o ld face  headings i nd i ca te  the  C lass i f i ca t i ons  used by the  CSIM.project.:,,. 

Case d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 

. j. 

t .>: . . . . .  i l i ?  r: .;c: ,i 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint .  

Figures are ca lcu la ted  from data given i n  the  annual repor t .  ?' ' . -  . 
The sun Of cases l i s t e d  i n  the  annual repo r t  as disposed and end pending was smal ler  than the  number o f  cases l i s t e d  as f i l e d .  Therefore .O 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  fo r  the  1979 cou r t  year does not equal .the.end pending f i gu re   for^ t he  1978 cou r t  year. 

IChange i n  pending doer not equal the  d i f f e r e n c e  between fi1jngr.and:diipositions: -. ~ . . .  .. 

Figure  was computed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  'T.. 

-. . . . .  ._ 
. . . .  

* 
I . 1 J  . . was entered as the  beginning pending f i gu re  fo r  t h i s  category. 

Beginning pending f i gu re  was computed from f i l i n g ,  disposed. and e i d  pendi;g'data.'.-" . . . . .  1. . 
6 1 .  ..1 r , , : , f L . . ' 7 "  
as fi 1 ed ,:,dl sposed, 

the  type of d i spos i t i ons  pending a t  t he  end of the  period. and the  t i m e  i n t e r v a l  .data. but  .does no t  ,e f fec t  the,.beginning p i n d i n g  f i gu re r .  

Oata are no t  complete: 

Explanat ion o f  data included i n  the  Category: . . '  f 

Add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion :  

Data repor ted  do not inc lude case a c t i v i t y  i n  Weens County duringi0ecember. This e f f e c t s  . the number.,of ,cases , & i o  

,a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I. :. L,: ~, , , , . L I  ~ . 
The end pending f igures  inc lude on ly  p e t i t i o n s  .ac t i ve l y  pending at:the end .of .the per iod.  , . , , , , . , . . , , . . , , . , . , , . ,  . . 

. . . .  1. .. \,o I 1 : n ,  : -"I . .  . J  ,,! 1.:  
There were cares i n v o l v i n g  95 boys and 135 g i r l s  i n  which no i n i t i a l  fact - f inding.hea~ing.*as  ,held: . . . . . . . . . .  . . ~ -  . .  ,, .I . .. ~ .. ~ 

ource: Chief Admin is t ra to r  of the  Courts, Second Annual Report 198O.(New York. .New York: ,.1980). .S ta t i s t i cs  ,are from the-annua1:report)except 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , -  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed *ere appropr iate.  . . .. ., 

. . .  . .  . , .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. .  .~ 

N N  IORK OISlRICT, COURT AN0 CITY CWRT 

January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 
I ; *  - r  

., Of limited j"risd,ctim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.a . . . . . . .  
2 COUntieS: 2 CWCTS, 49.judges; 61 Clt leS: 79 Courts. 149 judger 

. . . .  

pending . . .  pending 
/ I .  , .- 

. -  
..;I,..; I + / ,  , ' , .') I %*', 

i #..I W , ' .  i v i l d :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... .:,. L .  L i,,?..r. ... . . . . ,e*\ . , ,  . 
N l A  
3 

.. ........................................................ N t A '  N l A  , 78.765 
Small c l a i m  ......................... : ......................... 47.328 :,,.,. . 46 462 

La": 
. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  C i v i l  N ~ A .  

A .......... - ... . . . . . .  - 
. . . . .  Total  c i  v i  1 ;. ;. ............................................. i. ;?.. N/A -41.3281 - -  - - 125.227 ~ - WIA 

:,., . ,I l i , , .  ... \-J ..... >??,: . ,  . . ... . I ,  . . .  .,. I . y  * 

. .  .< /  ' L  :i : 1- -: , '  - 9  .)t I .  b.- I ,,,, c ' : .  -> r: , . ,  .-. , 

r imtna ld :  . ( ' 1 , "  ' . . I  . I .  A,. , .-, 3. P' , d L - . .  . . . . . . . . . .  
Total  c r im ina l  N I A  N I A  140.706 N I A  

r a f f i c :  

~ i L  . . < . . 
.................................................. 

' I ,  ,. L , . , , I .  '1 

. ., ' ' .  1 r - . , - <  ..:i . _ _  I 1  t i ,  * i  
. . ,: /. - , I . L  .9, _. 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  . .  
A1 !,motor veh ic le  .pf fe?ses :. ... t.. ........... .:. ~ ~ .. .,.::.:. .: ~ ~. I a, 

rand ,tot:i i  ........................................................ . . . .  ~ . . . . . . .  , ,,, 

r . ,  . & . ii' 

~-47.328i  , ~ ,._ :. ., 

................................................... Tota l  t r a f f i c  N I A  N/k ' '' ' 
. . . .  .~ . .  . . . .  .,* . , 2  , ,  . .  . . . , : I >  ....... . . ~  ~ ~~ 

I 

N!A . ~ . 6O?*715-::Ja,,,/ ~ I . ~ ' !/A 
,.I . .I .: . > 

. . .  . .  , . ~ ~ , * , . ' T ~ i a l d r - .  - 
Jury Non-jury 

C i v i l  (Law) .... : ...... X .. X 
Cr im ina l  ............. X X 
T r a f f i c  .............. X X 

To ta l  ................. X X 

C i v i l  (Law) d i spos i t i ons  

Oiscontinued .............. .15,699 
Dismissed .................. 18.923 

.Default ............. ~ ....... 28,730 
M i s t r i a l  .:.:.: ............. 404 
Other ..................... 20.185 

. . _ ;  ..,. , ' Cr,iminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Total  . -  

Plea ................ 76,574 
4,824:--- Oismissal.... ::.: .... 53,618 
1.640 Convict ion .......... 876 
7,280 Acqu i t t a l ,  ........... 164 

Held f o r  ' g r a d  j u ry  'I '5,045 
. . .  j ~ , ~ ' ' ' ~ h e ~ ' ~ . ~ . . ~ . ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~  ..... .' 3;8?3 

13.744 

.I i . . ; ? a  
Y.61 .. ~. . .  1:.t . ! , , e 1  . .  ~ : 

:,,:> > / * .  :t j . ( r . 3  . a'), ..?I ; 

..... .~ I .. . _  ~ . .  

L I (  

! >: 

. ' "  
.. 

. .  
. .  

~ . ~. 

.,.- - 2 ; . :  I ? . , -  ,, . .  
i_ .~ " ,  

I- ,  . 
. . . . . . .  :: . .  ,i- . . . .  

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  ~. . . .  

Plea .................. 216.303 
Dismissal ............. 109.154 
conv ic t i on  ............ 4.822 
Acqu i t t a l  ............. 2.458 
M i s t r i a l  .............. 9 
Held f o r  grand j u r y  ... 235 

.",Other ................. 4.801 , .  

, .  

.- . -. . . . . . . . . .  
oldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s i i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e , c j l M  @jegf:: ,'I 'L . .:-> 
I A  - This care t ype  i s  handled by the  cour t .  but  th?data'are'una\ai . l ible; i, ii "' ' 

- - Not appl icable.  

Case d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

' - The data f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded i n  the'ttotal. b i i t  were. ,&aGai iable by Categmy. 
., , . , I  . . . . .  i . 9 ;  , - :,, ! d 9;, .- . . . . .  ,i ',. :-. . . .  ,: , , 

. .  ~~ . . .  A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the f i l i n g  o f  d p e t i t i o "  dr &mpl.5iht.. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number Of defendants on t he  ind ic tment  or complaint .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  dec is ion  or ve rd i c t .  

oata are not  complete: 
To ta l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f i gu res  inc lude on ly  5-11 c l a i a r  cases. 

ource: Chief Rdmin is t ra to r  O f  the  Courts. Second Annual Report 1980 (New 'fork. New Yopk: 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed *here necessary. 

1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repo r t  except 
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NEW mRK SURROGLTES' COURT 

Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
62 cour ts ;  35 Surrogates and 37 county judges serve 

January 1. 1979 t o  kc&r 31. 1979 

pending e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
O o a s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Estate: 
Adoption ..................................................... N I A  

P r o b a t e l r i l l  s l i n t e r t a t e :  ........................................... Probate of w i l l s  N I A  
Adminis t ra t ion proceedings ................................. N I A  
Accounting proceedings ..................................... N I A  

Total ....................................................... N I A  

Guardianship proceedings ................................... N I A  

Other proceedings .......................................... N I A  
Total ......................................................... N I A  

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  

Gu~rdianshiplconrervatorshipltrusteeship: 

Other estate: 

N I A  3.197k 

40,020 34,471 
N I A  21,749 

11,187 7.136 
51,207i 63.356 

N I A  5.925k 

N I A ,  3,632 
-7 - 72,913 

51,2071 76.110 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  rn 
N I A  

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  NIA 51.207i 76,110 N I A  

T r i a l d  

Jury Non-jury Total 

Probatefwillslintestate: 
Probate o f  w i l l s  .......................... 1 X 124 

Guardianrhiplconserv~torshipltrurteeship .... x X 39 
Other e s t a t e  ................................ X X 2.170 

Tota l  ........................................ X X 2,333 

C i v i l :  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH  p r o j e c t .  
N I A  - This care type i s  handled by the  cour t .  but  t he  data are unavai lab le.  
X - The data for t h i s  Care type are known to  be inc luded i n  the t o t a l .  but were not  ava i l ab le  by category.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count:  

iData a'ke not comle te :  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
A t r i a l  i s  counted as t r i e d  t o  ve rd i c t  o r  decis ion.  

P i ~ ~ t e l n i 1 1 s l i ~ t ~ s t ~ t e .  estate.  and t o t a l  d v i l  f i l e d  and grand t o t a l  f i l e d  inc lude only  probate Of w i l l s  and accounting proceedings. 
D i ~ ~ d i i t i o n s  Contain data f a r  a l l  categor ies.  

t M d i t i d n a l  in format ion:  &y.. ~ 

.a&ptlon disposed f i gu re  includes 65 p e t l t i o n s  which 4 r e  denied. dismissed. o r  ui thdraun. I n  t h e  remaining 3.132 cases. orders of  
a p p t i o n  were granted. 

gr in ted.  
The-guardianship disposed f l gu re  inc ludes 14 l e t t e r s  of guardianship which were denied. The remaining 5.911 l e t t e r s  o f  guardianship were 

Source: Chief h i m i n i s t r a t o r  of the Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New York, New 'fork: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repor t  except 
t ha t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YORK C O I R 1  W CLAIMS 
Court of  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  k c e r  31. 1979 
1 court. 17 regular judges and 26 s p c i a l  judges 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Cases handled i n  the  Court o f  C l a i m  f o r  1979. 

N O I  YM(K TDWN llllD VILLAGE JUSTICE COURT 
c o u r t  or i i l i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i m  
courts.  2.424 j u s t i c e s  of t h e  p a c e  

January 1. 1979 t o  k c e r  31. 1979 

There *ere no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the Tom Court o r  V i l l age  Court  du r ing  1979. 



NORTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

7jurt ices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Hearrdirectaooealr ondeathorhfe I . .  
imprirDnment sentence. 

-Constitutional questions, dissent in 
Court of A o ~ e a l ~ .  and Utilitier 
Cummirrivn general rate-making case 
appealrare heardarofr ight f rom 
Court of Appeals. 

-Other appeals of major interest are 

I 

Deathur 
hfe imprironment 

COURT OF APPEALS 
12 j"dg.3 
Juridiction: 
-Appeals from lower c w r t i .  the Utilities 
Commirrion, Industrial Commission. 
and Commismner of Insurance. 

I 
SUPERIOR COURT (32) 
58iudgerand 8 special iudger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions over $S.OOO. 
-Felonies, misdemeanor appeali. 
Appeals are trial de novo. 
Appeals from administrative agencies 
except Utilities Commirrion. Industrial 
Cornmiision, and Commirrioner of 
I"6"n"Ce. 

( 

Jury t r d s  I Crlmlnal 

I DISTRICT COURT(32) 1 c 127judgerand589 magistrates 
Jurirdiction: 
-Civil action3 $5,000 ur le51, 
domestic relations. divorcer. 

-Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
-Juvenile. 

No iurv trials in criminal. 
Jury trials in C i Y i l  

371 

Court of 
l a s t  resort I 

Intermediate 

CDYrt 
appellate 1 
Court " i  
general 

iurirdiction 1 
Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction I 
Indicates route of appeal t 



NORTH UROLlM SUPREME COURT 
c o u r t  O f  las t  resort 

7 j u r t i c e r  
Septeaber 5. 1978 t o  S e p t h r  k. 1979 

pending * pending F i l e d  oisposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

I-+",,. "..... 
Dissent i n  Court of Appeals ................................ 
Substan t ia l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  quest ion ........................ 
P e t i t i o n  fo r  d i s c r e t i o n a r v  review of dec is ion  

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
7 

20 
7 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X x 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

N I A  

NJA 
NJA 

NlA 

NJA 

NJA 
NtA 
N/A 
NIA 

NJA 
NJA 
NJA 
N/A 
N/A 

-H7K 

O f  Court o f  Appeals. allowed ............................. 
t o  determinat ion b'i Court o f  A D D ~ ~ I s .  allowed ............ P e t i t i o n  fo r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review p r i o r  

. .  
P e t i t i o n  for w r i t  o i c e r t i o r a r i .  allowed ................... 
Other s t a t u t o r y  appeals o f  r i g h t  ........................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
L i f e  sentence .............................................. 
b a t h  sentence ............................................. 
Dissent i n  Court o f  Appeals ................................ 

Cri.ina1: 

Substantal c o n s t i t u t l o n a l  quest ion ......................... 
P e t i t i o n  for  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review o f  dec is ion  

Of Court Of ADDealS. al lowed ............................. X 
P e t i t i o n  fo r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review p r i o r  t o  de terminat ion  

by Court of Appeals. allowed ............................ 
P e t i t i o n  o f  w r i t  o f  c e r t i o r a r i ,  a l lowed .................... 
Other s t a t u t o r y  appeals o f  r i g h t  

Total  ....................................................... 
Total  appeals ................................................. 

........................... 
X 
X 
X 
X x 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

Habeas corpus allowed ..................................... 
Supersedeas allowed ....................................... 

al lowed .................................. 
I )  allowed ............................... .......................................... 

o f  law examiners ................................... 
cia1  standards conmission ............................ .................................................... 

date from U.S.  Supreme Court ....................... .................................................... 
, r c r e t l a n a r y  rev ie*  t o  r e v i e w  Court of Appeals .......... 

b j s c r e t i o n a r y  review p r i o r  t o  dec is ion  by 
u r t  o f  Appeals ....................................... 
t i o n  fo r  w i t  o f  c e r t i o r a r i  .......................... 
m U P  ( c i v i l )  ......................................... ..................................................... 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 0 
X 1 
X 1 

X 
X 

NJA 

NJA 
N/A 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 

N J R  
N/A 
NJA 
NJA 

NJA 
N/A 
NJA 
N/A + 

X 199 ( z 7 ) e  

X 
X 
X 
X 

t f i i i i n a l :  
D i s c r e t i o n a r y  rev iew t o  review Court of Appeals .......... 
D i r c r e t i o n a r v  review p r i o r  t o  dec is ion  b'i 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

Court o f  Appeals ....................................... 
P e t i t i o n  f o r  w r i t  o f  c e r t i o r a r i  .......................... 
&andamus ( c r i m i n a l )  ...................................... 

Total ..................................................... 
Other: 

On mandate from U.S. Supreme Court ....................... 
Habeas COPPUS ............................................ 
sidersedeas .............................................. 

Tbtal ..................................................... 
Total ....................................................... 

T O W  other  cases ............................................. 
Total cases ..................................................... 

2 I 
139 ( 1 8 P  

0 
X 
X 
X 

+)e 

Other QwCeedingS: 
a e w x i i  ng requests: 

R p ~ i r k a t i o n s  fo?  f u r t h e r  review .............................. N/A 

N/A 

NtA 

N I A  

62 

62 

NtA 

NJA Total OtheP proceedings ......................................... 
manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

C i d l  cr imina1 Total  
Cminions rendered ................. 7 7 

D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  appeals 
A f f i rmed .................................... 95 
Reversed .................................... 33 
New t r i a l  ................................... 18 Cases dismissed o r  w i t h d r a m  ...... X X 23 
Vacated and remanded ........................ 2 
Affirmed i n  p a r t  and remanded ............... 2 
Affirmed i n  p a r t  and reversed i n  p a r t  ....... 7 
Hodl f ied  and a f f i r d  ....................... 4 
Order o f  removal o f  a judge ................. 1 
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o ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by thle'CSlM & j i c t ;  .,' .' ' 
/A  - This case type i s  handled by t h e  cou r t ,  bu t  t h e  data are unavailable.. , - The data f o r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be i nc luded  i n  the t o t a l  'but  n6r6 n k  a>g i l ' i b l e  by category. 

. . :  . - > .  :. . .  ~ 
.~ Cases "Ot included'in t h e  t o t > l ' t a  avoid double counting: ' I' . ' 

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  d i sc re t i ona ry  review granted are no t  counted as disposed u n t i l  the, appeal i s  disposed: a f i l i n g  i s  no t  counted f o r  
t h e  appeal. 
Column w i l l  usua l l y  d i f f e r  from t h e  number appearing i n  t h e  disposed column because p e t i t i o n s  al lowed du r ing  one term may no t  be,docketed 
as appeals u n t i l  the fo l l ow ing  term. 

These granted p e t i t i o n s  are t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. The number Of granted @ t i t i o n s  appearing in t h e  f i l e d  

. . .  Beginning pending f i gu re  fo r  the 1979 c o u r t  year does not equal t h e  end pending f i gu re  FOP the 1970 cou r t  year. 

Change i n  pending does not equal t h e  d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

Data are not complete: 

Special source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 

The di f ference i s  due t o  a change i n  t h e ' r e p o r t i n g  pe r iod  f r o m  t h e  calendar y e a r ' t o  t h e  f i s c a l  year of September t o  Septeibe'r.':. ' . 
>. - c ! ' .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

I ,  , I ' .  
~. .?,. 

Pending f i gu res  a re  incomplete. All data are as g iven i n  the.'unpvblished'reports: ' '  . , . I  

. . .  .. 
. . .  . . . . . .  . . ~  

~ J .  ,. 7 . . .  . . . . . . . . .  Pending data fo r  t o t a l  cases do not i nc lude  requests t o  appeal.: 

The end pending f i gu re  was taken from t h e  1979-80 Annual Rep& where i t  i,s given.us the'number'of 'cases brought, f&,ard, f P m  th. Spri?g . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. , .  1979 te rn .  

ource: Admin i s t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  the Courts, North Caro l i na  Court; 1978-79 (Raleigh. Nor th ' t a ro l i na :  1900). S t a t i s t i c s  are irom  the^ 
unpublished r e p d i t s  except t h a t  t ' a ta l s  have been computed where necessary. and ' co r r6c t i on r  were made dur ing data V e r i f i c a t i o n .  ' 

, ' I, , I .. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
~ I , . : >  

. . . . . .  L . . . . .  ~' 
' , - . ? ¶ . - , ,  

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  <> .. ' #  ... 
, 5.' . .  . . . . .  . . . . . .  _ .  . ; ! . 

.'., : 
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374 
NWTH CAROLINA COURT ff @PEALS 

In te rmed ia te  appe l l a te  cou r t  
12 judges 

January 1. 1919 t o  Deceaber 31, 1979 

Pending F i  1 ed Disposed pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
c i v i l :  

Cr iminal :  

Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency cases: 

From Superior Court ........................................ N I A  4397 X N I A  

From Superior Court ........................................ N I A  4951 X NIA 

Insurance Comnission ....................................... N I A  3 ( x)e X N I A  
I n d u s t r i a l  Commission ...................................... 38 1 x)e  X N I A  ....................................... X N I A  U t i l i t i e s  Comnission N/A  

Total N/A 

........................................ X N/A ................................................... 1.2445 GW N I A  
From D i s t r i c t  Court 

Total  appeals 

Other cases: 

....................................................... 476 I :I: X NIA 
Other appeals: 

Or ig ina l  p roceed ing  ......................................... 
Requests to appeal: 

D isc i  p1 inary: 

P e t i t i o n s  

.......................................... N I A  s t a t e  Bar cases N I A  2 (j ) 

.................................................. N/A -% 752 --%I% N I A  ............................................. 532 
Total  o ther  cases 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... N I A  1.738 (54)e  1.651 (54)e N I A  

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: ...................................................... 0 N/A 

Total other proceedings .......................................... 0 NIA 

- M t i o n s  i.oz8k 0 

1,028k 0 

Manner O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Y p i  t t e n  opi n i  o m :  
Aff i rmed ........................ 
Reversed ........................ 
Aff i rmed i n  p a r t 1  

reversed i n  p a r t  .............. 
Total  ............................ 

Other than opinion: 
Allowed ......................... 
Oenied .......................... 
Remanded ........................ 

Total  ............................ 

Requests t o  
llppeals appeal 

778 X 
271 X 

55 X 
1.104 1 

_ _  54 _ _  400 
6 

86 460 
_ _  

not ions - 
_ _  _ _  
_ _  _- 

818 
207 

3 
1.028 

- Total 

7781 
2 7 i i  

551 
1.105 

872 
607 

9 
1.574 

X - The data f o r  Th is  case type i r e  known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  but  were not  a v a i l a b l e  b) -- - Not appl icable.  

eFigure not inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  

the. r e s u l t i n g  appeal. 

bn request to appeal p e t i t i o n .  

The number O f  p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  =re granted are not  counted as disposed u n t i l  t he  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed; a new f i l i n g  i s  not counted for  

FIgyres given f o r  t he  number of  opinions t h a t  affirmed. reversed, or affirmed i n  pa r t l r eve rsed  in p a r t  do not  i nc lude  the  opin ion issued i n  

C l r l l  and c r l d n a l  appeals f i l e d  i nc lude  only  cases from the  Super ior  Cowt .  Cares from the  D i s t r i c t  Court could not  be d i v ided  i n t o  these 

Pne number o f  p e t i t i o n s  granted are the f i g u r e r  appearing i n  parentheses i n  the  Court p r o f i l e .  
ioat. are not coRQ1ete: 

categor ies.  
Total o the r  cases disposed does not  inc lude State Bar Cases. 

C l r l l  appeals f i gu res  i nc lude  appeals from the Insurance Conmisrioner. t he  I n d u s t r i a l  Conmission. and the  U t i l i t i e s  Comnission. as w e l l  as 

The number o f  State B a r  cases disposed i s  included i n  t h e  number of appeals disposed. 

E ight  hundred-eighteen o f  t he  motions were allowed; th ree  were remnded. 

jExp lanat ion  o f  data inc luded i n  the  category: ! 

t k l d d i t i o n a l  in format ion:  
E 

c i v i l  appeals. 

Source: S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  unpublished data suppl ied by t h e  c l e r k  o f  t he  cou r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
32 d i s t r i c t s .  50 regular and 8 spec ia l  judgerk 

Ju l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

Disposed p e n d i n e  F i  1 ed e 
ti"i1d: 

pending 

La*: 
C i v i l  ........................................................ 14.564f 

Estate' ........................................................ 47.012f 
Other c i v i l :  

Special proceedingsaj ......................................... 19.114f 

12.034 
32.926 

27.799 
~ 

11,324 
31,378 

26.717 - 

15.274 
48.560 

20,196 - 
Total  c i v i l  ...................................................... 80,6901 72.759 69.419 84.030 

:r iminald: 
Felony ......................................................... 10.584f 32.129 30.979 

Misdemeanor t r i a l  de novo .................................... - 7.310f 24,462 23.608 
Appeal of t r i a l  court care: 

~ ~ 

11.734 

8.164 
To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 17,894f 56,591 54.587 19.898 

;?and t o t a l  ...................................................... 98.5841 129.350 124,006 103,928 

C i r i l  ........ % % Y  
cr im ina l :  

Fe lonr  ..... 2.200 N I A  
Appeal ..... 1,563 N I A  

Tota l  ....... 3.763 R I A  
Grand t o t a l  ... 4,420 N I A  

Age Of pending caseload 

C i v i l  Felon 
Under 60 days .............. 7 d 
Under 90 davs .............. 2.894 n i A  
61 t o  120 days ............. -N/A 2,647 
91  t o  180 dayr ............. 2.244 N I A  
120 t o  I80 days ............ N t A  1.411 
181 t o  365 da js  ............ 3.424 1;558 
Over 1 year  ................ 6.712 1.747 
1+ t o  2 years 3.654 NIA 
Over 2 Years ............... 3.058 N I A  

.............. 
N I A  

To ta l  rn 
N I A  
N IA  

N I A  
N i A  

9% 
NIA 

1.611 
NIA 
877 

1.146 
1,017 

N I P .  

Averagdman age (days) .... 462.4 183.8 167.2 
Average median age (days) .. 306.1 88.6 73.5 

C i " i 1  d i s p o r i t i o n r  
La* - 

By c l e r k  ........................ 1,078 
Voluntary dismissal ............. 2.18b 
Other ........................... 3.212 

Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Felon), 

By p lea ......................... 16,993 
Dismissal by d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  ... 10,491 

Time from f i l i n g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  

C i v i l  Felan)r &peaJ 

Under 60 days ................... N I A  39.9 45.1 
Under 90 days ................... 20.3 n/A NtA 

Percentage of cases disposed i n :  

61 t o  120 days .................. 30.0 26.1 
121 t o  180 days ................. NtA N I A  11.2 11.3 
91 t o  180 days .................. 11.8 NIA N I A  
181 days t o  1 year  .............. 19.4 12.4 11.8 
1+ t o  2 years 24.8 N I A  N t A  
Over 1 war ..................... 11\11 6.5 5.7 

................... 
Over 2 years .................... 23.7 n i A  n i A  
Average mean t ime  (days) ........ 516.8 127.9 116.1 
Average mediam t ime (days) ...... 336.5 69.3 61.5 

:oldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
I I A  - h i s  case type i s  handled by t h e  court,  but t h e  data a re  unavai lab le 

ICourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

'Case d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count: 
Es ta te  and specia l  proceedings cases were disposed by t h e  c l e r k s  O f  t h e  Superior h u r t .  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  Of count i s  not cons is tent  Statewide. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  6wm. 
A "on- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening statement or t h e  i n t roduc t i on  Of any evidence OCCUPS. 

The d i f f e rence  i s  due t o  a change i n  repo r t i ng  pe r iod  from calendar year t o  f i s c a l  year fo r  the cou r t .  

Special proceedings i nc lude  such matters as p e t i t i o n s  i n  foreclosure. i nvo lun ta ry  comi tments t o  m n t a l  hosp i ta l s .  adoptions. condemnations 
o f  r e a l  proper ty  f o r  p u b l i c  purposes. and incompetency o f  persons t o  manage t h e i r  personal f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s .  

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  the judges serv ing t h i s  court.  there a re  also 100 clerks *ho have the a u t h o r i t y  t o  dispose Of e s t a t e  and specia l  proceedings 

Data repor ted fo r  c i v i l  vo luntary  d ismissals  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  ha l f  O f  t h e  repo r t i ng  Per iod only .  

Cases a re  counted according t o  what t h e  c o u ~ t s  have i n  fact  t r e a t e d  as cases. 

, 
Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 cour t  year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year: 

IExplanat ion O f  data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 

:Addi t ional  in format ion:  

h f o r m a t i o n  on type O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  or t r i a l  data: 

bu rce :  

cases t h a t  are handled by judges i n  other  states. Data f o r  carer disposed by t h e  c l e r k s  O f  Court a re  inc luded i n  t h i s  p r o f i l e .  

Admin i s t ra t i ve  O f f i ce  o f  t h e  Courts. North Caro l ina Courts. 1978-79 (Raleigh, North Carol ina: S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary, and rev i s ions  were made du r ing  data v e r i f i c a f i o n  by the admin i s t ra t i ve  
o f f i c e  of t h e  cour ts .  

1980). 



376 NORTH CARDLIIU DISTRICT COURT 
Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  i u r i s d l c t l o n  

32 d i s t r i c t s ,  127 judges, 589 mag is t ra tes  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

pending f pending Ff 1 ed Disposed tnd 
i 

c i v i l +  
Law: 

Geperal c i v i l  ................................................ X 

D o a s t i c  rc1at ions ............................................. X 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 79.085f 

,%il c l a i s  ................................................... X 
46.397 
179,088 
54.063 

279.548 

~ 

Cr lminald:  

Nonmtor  vehic le  ............................................. 47.5)7f 356,292 

Tota l  c r im lna l  .................................................. 47,537f 356,292 

Other c r im ina l :  

T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

no to r  veh-icle ................................................ 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juvenf led:  
Cr imina l - type  offense: 

Capi ta l  ...................................................... 
Other fe lony ................................................. 
Misdemeanor .................................................. 
Probat ion v i o l a t i o n  .......................................... 

Total  ......................................................... 
Truancy ...................................................... 
Other undiscfp l fned .......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Depenhent .................................................... 
Negrscted .................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 

Sta tus  offense: 

nm-ofrense: 

88.7511 
B8,751f 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 

796,227 

796,227 

- 

7K 
4.lii 
7,469 
1,308 
12.946 

679 
2.620 
3,299 

2,393 
2,569 

4.962 

41.548 
173.730 

52,601 

267,879 

X 
X 
X 

90.754 

55,655 

347,174 56,655 

787.465 

787,465 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

12,909 

X 
X 

3.446 

3.057 
3.642 
6,699 

~ 

97.513 

97.513 

- 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
Total juvdnil’e .................................................. N I A  21,207 23.054 N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 215,373fi 1.453.274 1.425.572 244.922 
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m d  Cr iminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

. .  ~ Non-jury By mag is t ra te  

c i r i1 :  
Law ..:.! ............ 387 12.922 _ _  
Small c la ims ........ _ _  _- 166.647 
Drmestic m l a t i o n i  .. 70 42,535 _ _  

To ta l  ................ 457 55,457 166.647 
Criminal  ................ 38,299 388 
Tra f f i c  ............... _ _  38,058 -_ 

To ta l  ............ !.. ... 457 131,814 167,035' 

Time from f i l i n g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  

C i v i l  
'ercentage of cases disposed i n :  

Under 60 days ..: ................ N I A  -. 
Under 90 days ..:. ................ 81.0:': 
61 t o  120 days .................. N I A  
91 t o  180 days ................... 7.8 
121 t o  180 days .................. N I A .  
181 days t o  1 year  ............... 4.3 
Over 1 year  ..................... , NIA 
1 t o  2 years  ... 1 ................. 3.7 
Over 2 years .................... ~ 3.2 
Average mean t ime t o  

d i s p o s i t i o n  (days) ............. 97.1 
Average median t ime t o  

d i s p o s i t i o n  (days) ............. 24.0 
. . . .  

Cr iminal  

83.9 . 
I 'NIA I ' 

N I A  
9.7 

2.7 
2.1 
1.6 

N I A  
N I A  

.. 42.0 

19.0 

Age of pendinq caseload.(days) 

-Total. . . . .  ~- Mea o f  g u i l t y  .......................... 126,197 - I . : I  ' 1  Pre l iminary hear ing 21.183 
Waiver .................................. 51.276 

13.309 " '  Di,smissed by d i s t r i c t  a t torney .......... 70.981 
166.647 
42.605 I T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
222.561 " 

38,687' ' Plea O f  g u i l t y  .......................... 169.002 
38,058 - . .~ . - Prel iminary hear ing ..................... 1.558 

299,306 .. Waiver .................................. 471,176 
Oismissed by d i s t r i c t  a t torney .......... 82,131 . Speedy t r i a l  d ismissal  .................. 3 .. Other ................................... 25.537 

. . ..................... .~ . 

T r a f f i c  

- 85i7. 
' N I A  , j 

8.1 
, U I A  
.,,3.5 ; 

. , 2.0 ! 
, 0.7 8 

N I A ,  
N I A  . * 

37.2 

21.0 1 
.. ~. 

Juven i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Retained Oismissed Tota l  
C r i m i n a l - t r w  of fense .- 3.447 l m  
Status of iense ........ lis39 1;507 3;446 
No"-offenre: 

Dependent ........... 2.427 630 3,057 

Total ................ 5.283 1,416 6.699 
Tota l  .................. 16.684 6.370 23.054 

Neglected ........... 2,856 786 3.642 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

hail c a m t i c  
- Law claia r e l a t i o n s  

8y c l e r k  ............. 15.137 1.639 584 17.360 
Voluntary d ismissal  .. 5.306 1.526 4.884 11.716 
Other ................ 7.796 3.918 4.528 16,242 

~ . . ~ I  -. . 
. I /  , - &her 

C i v i l  c r i m i n a l  T r a f f i c  I :?:' . .... , - -  

1 t o  2 y e a m  .................. 16.459 N I A  N I A  
Over 2 years .................. 14,ago N I A  N I A  
Averaoe mean t i n e  ( d a v r )  ...... N I A  219.3 119.6 

, ;, . . 
~ I , . ,  I . , ,  .... .......... , . .  Under 60 days 1.. N I A  27.333 59.395 < I..' 

Under 90 days 32,562 N I A  N I A  
61 t o  120 days N I A  6.911 14,124 . .  
91 t o  180 days 12,485 N I A  N I A  . , .I 

121 t o  180 days N I A  3,848 5.767 ' 

181 days t o  1 year 14.268 7.433 8.956 ' , , 
Over 1 year N I A  11.130 9.271 , 

................. 
. : .  I ................ ................ . . . . . . . . .  ............... ............ I . , -  

, . ,  , ................... I.  . 
~~~ ~ ~~~ ~ -~ .~ _ ~ ,  

Average median t ime (days) .... N ~ A  65.6 38.7 
. . . .  - .  . . 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  CIasSif iCations used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  . 
N I A  - This case t ype  i s  handled by t h e  court,  but t h e  data are  unavai lab le.  
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be inc luded I n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. -- = Not appl icable.  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 

. ~~ 

' 4  ' I  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  care u n i t  O f  Count i s  not Consistent Statewide. 
A j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g  i s  an a l l e g a t i o n  contained i n  a j u v e n i l e  p e t i t i o n .  

A non- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  when an opening statement or the i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence OCCUPS. 

The d i f ference i s  due t o  t h e  chanqe from t h e  calendar t o  t h e  f i s c a l  year fr the r e o o r t i n o  oe r iod  o f  t h e  Court. 

2 ,  

Cases are counted accord ing t o  what the Courts have i n  f a c t  t r e a t e d  as cases. 
Juvenile d i s p o s i t i o n s  a re  t h e  number of ad jud icatory  hearings on 

j u v e n i l e  pet1 ti o m .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  SWOPII. . .  

f8eginning pending f i gu res  fo r  t h e  1979 Court year do no t  equal end panding f i gu res  fop the 1978 Court year: 
_ .  

'Data are  no t  complete: . .  
Grand t o t a l  pending f igures do not inc lude j u v e n i l e  cases. Grand t o t a l  f i l e d  and disposed inc lude  a l l  categor ies.  

Source: Admin i s t ra t i ve  Off ice of the Courts, North Caro l i na  Courts, 1978-79 (Raleigh. North Carol ina: 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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NORTH DAKOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5jurticer 
Jurirdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and 

cr iminal  matterr from District Courts 
and County Courts w i th  Increased L Jurisdiction. 

I COUNTYCOURT 
WITH INCREASED I IURlSDICTlON (17) 
-. ,----- 

I Juridiction: 
-Civil actione under 5l.000. Small 

claim3 under$1.000. Criminal 
jurisdiction in probate, testamentary 
and guardianship matters. 

- Mirdemeanorr. preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

t 
24 judger 
lutirdiction: 
-Al l  civil actwnr ex.cluiive over 51,000. 
- All criminal felony cases. 
- Misdemeanors 
- Exclurive juvenile jvrirdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

1 

I DISTRICT COURT (7 )  

Jury trials. 

I f 
I MUNICIPAL COURT (179) 
167 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations. I 
No jury trials I 
.f 
COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT(36) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Probate,guardianrhip. and othei 

testamentary matterg. 

I 

COUNTY JUSllCE 
COURT (36) 
36 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil x i ions  under $200 except 

- Misdemeanors. preliminary hearings 

boundary ortitledisputes. Small 
claimrunder$sOO. 

Jury trials. 

Court "f 
last 

resort 

Court of 

jurirdiction 
general I 
:ourtr of 
limited 
rirdiction 

Ildicates route of appeal t 



NORTH DAKOTA SUPREME COURT 
Court  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  

379 

5 j w t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  DecenDer 31, 1979 

End 
pending F i  1 edd Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
C i r i l  ........................................................ 961 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 251 

T o t a l  appeals ................................................. 7iY 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

D i s c i p l i n a r y  na t te r :  
Habeas corpus, mandams, p r o h i b i t i o n  ..................... 0 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................. 0 
J u d i c i a l  P u a l i f i c a t i o n s  Commission ....................... 0 

Total  ..................................................... 0 

C e r t i f i e d  quest ions ...................................... 0 
Total  ....................................................... 0 

Cer t io raP i  ................................................. 0 
W i t s  request ing o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ..................... 0 

Total  ....................................................... 0 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. 0 

Advisory opinion: 

Requests t o  appeal: 

152 
38 

-rms 

1 
12 

0 
6 
6 

1H 

178 
45 

-723 

101 
181 
3 

7 0 

4 0 
0 0 
4 0 

1 0 
12 0 

0 
6 
6 

-7H 

0 
0 
0 a 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 121 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests.... .......................................... NIA 
Motions ........................................................ N/A 

Total  o ther  proceedings .......................................... NIA 

208 

531 
4421 

495 

241 

53 
442 - 
495 

NIA 
N/A 

NIA 

Manner o f  d i s p o r i t i a n m  Time i n t e r v a l  data (average days). 
C i v i l  Cr iminal  _-  

W r i t t e n  op in ion  ............. 171m From f i l i n g  e n t r y  o f  judgment t o  n o t i c e  
of appeal ...................................... 49 10 

From n o t i c e  of appeal t o  decis ion ............... 244h 191h 
From n o t i c e  o f  appeal t o  complete record ...... 48 40 

D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  cases From conplete record t o  appe l lan t ' s  b r i e f s  .... 45 35 
From a p p e l l a n t ' s  b r i e f s  t o  appe l lee 's  b r i e f s  .. 32 28 
From a t  i ssue (case ready f o r  calendar ing) 

Aff i rmed .................... 115 t o  hear ing ................................... 42 30 
Reversed .................... 12 From hear ing  t o  dec is ion  ........................ 77 58 
Mod i f ied  .................... 2 
Dismissed ................... 3 
Aff i rmed i n  par t ,  reversed 

i n  par t .  modif ied i n  p a r t  .. 0 
Reversed and remanded ....... 28 
Writ denied ................. 6 
C e r t i f i e d  quest ions answered. 1 
D i s c i p l i n e  imposed .......... 4 

By opinion: 

o ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlM pro jec t .  
/A = This Case type i s  handled by t h e  coupt. but  the  data are unava i lab le .  

Case d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  o f  count:  
A f i l i n g  i n  North Dakota i s  not repor ted  ( f o r  I t a t i S t i C a l  purposes) u n t i l  the  case has been argued before t h e  cour t ;  there fore ,  f i g u r e s  

repor ted  a re  l o v e r  than actual  c o u r t  Workload. 
F igure  was computed: 

Time i n t e r v a l  from n o t i c e  of appeal t o  dec is ion  data were ca lcu la ted  by adding t h e  f i v e  categopies inc luded i n  t h e  Chart. 
Special source OP r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 

Figures footnoted were provided by t h e  c l e r k  of c o u r t  d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
' Informat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or  t r i a l  data. 

Supreme Court opinions i n  North Oakota are regarded as issued when t h e  op in ion  i s  signed and f i l e d  w i t h  the  c l e r k .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  171 m a j o r i t y  opinions. there  were 23 spec ia l  concurr ing or d i s s e n t i n g  opinions. 

ource: Unpublished data suppl ied by the  c l e r k  of t h e  c o u r t  and North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council. Annual Report, 1979, 1980 (Bismarck. m r t h  
Oakota). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  unpublished data and t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed whem necessary. 



NORTH W O T A  DISTRICT COURT 
Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

7 d i s t r i c t s .  24 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Deceher 31. 1979 

i 
t i v i l d :  

Tort:  
Other t o r t :  

Damages .................................................... X 720 627 X 
Contract; 

Real P W D ~ ~ ~ Y  r i q h t s :  
C o l l e c t i o n  ac t i on  ............................................ X 

X 

3.851 

702 

2,513 

3.582 

51 3 

2.420 

1,610 
449 

581 
4.537 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 

. . . .  
Real es ta te  m t t e r  ........................................... 

D o a s t i c  re la t i ons :  
Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  

Divorce .................................................... 
Support lcustcdy: 

Support proceedings ........................................ 
M o p f i D n  ..................................................... 
Other d o l e s t i c  re la t i ons :  

Terminat ion o f  parental r i g h t s  ............................. 
Total ......................................................... 

T P U S t l  ..................................................... 
Estate:  

Dardianshiplconrerratorshipltrusteeship: 

X 

X 
X 

N I A  
X 

1.865 
434 

58 
4.870 

38 N I A  14 N l A  
A+psai: 

Appeal of admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case: 

Appeal o f  t r i a l  court case: 
Appeal admin i s t ra t i ve  hear ing .............................. X 

Appeal Other ............................................... X 

82 M1 

74 
134 

X 

77 
159 Total ......................................................... X 

Ext raord inary w r i t :  
Special remdy ............................................... X .................................................... X Other c i v i l  - 56 

674k - 76 
544 

X 
X - 

x i  11,070 10.027 x i  Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 
C r h i n a l d :  

Felony: 
Felony A ..................................................... 
Felony 8 ..................................................... 
Felony C ..................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Mirddeanor:  ................................................ ................................................ 

Tota l  i ........................................................ 

X 
X 
X 
X 

27 
142 
710 
879 

23 
167 
681 
871 

X 18 
22 
40 
47 

16 
21 
37 
49 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

- 8 
47 - 

6 
41 - ............................................... ................................................ 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 1,021 1.004 X 

r r a f f i c :  
, Oekn t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Jite-ia l e  w a f f i c  offenses .................................... 5001 

920 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A_ 

N/A 

500 

500 l o c a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

N/ A 

N/A 

N t A  - 

3,032 

2.382 

396 

5,810 

X 

X 

X - 
6.7561 

N/ A 

N/A 

N I A  

N/A 

- 

cy .................................................. 
..................................................... 

.......................................... 
~ o m i  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. NIA 

~ ~~~ ~~ ~~ 

Grand total ...................................................... 5.808fhi 18.401 18,287 5,8681 

T r i a l 6  Criminal d i spos i t i ons  Age of pending caseload 
C I 1 P 1  - F ............................. .............. Non-'ur Total G u i l t y  p lea 580 C i v i l "  over 18 months 

Cr iminal  and t r a f f i c  over 120 days . 150 c i v i l  ................. % +7+ T 5 T  
Criminal  .............. 52 127 199 Convict ion ............................ 39 

k q u i t t a l  ............................. 13 

Jury t r i a l :  

Non-jury t r i a l :  
1 To ta l  .................. 98 434 532 

Canvfct ion ............................ 123 
Acqui t ta l  ............................. 4 

Dismissal ............................... 151 
Postconvict ion remedy ................... 0 
Change O f  venue ......................... 18 
GtheP ................................... 76 

4.. 

h . .  
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Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the'CSlM,.project,', . 
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be included,!n t h e ' t o t a l ' b u t ' u e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

: ,  , . ' 

.!--..-I I .  . .  I ,~ 

d ~ a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count:  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted a t  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n ' o r  complaint. i :I. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  the  case number assigned t o  t h e i n f o r i a t i o n  o r  ind ic tment .  
The j u v e n i l e  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of referrals.. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  Counted if t r i e d  t o  verd ic t .  
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted when contested. 

Figure i s  as ca lcu la ted  from data given i n  the annual r e p o r t  and suppl ied by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  court .  

Beginning pending data *ere conputs4 From f i l i n g  and d i ~ p o ~ i t i o n s  given i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t  and end pending data suppl ied by t h e  admin- 

. .  

. .  fgeginning pending f i g u r e  for t h e  1979 c o u r t  year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o u r t  year :  . . . .  

hFigure was computed: 

i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of .  the  c o u r t  d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  . , .  . . .  
iData a r e  not collplete: .I , , . -,,, - . . , .,.I, . ., :. . ~ .  

Pending f igures for  t o t a l  c i v i l  cases do not inc lude Other domestic r e l a t i o n s  or  e s t a t e  cases, data. . . I .  . . -  .,I 

jExp lanat ian  o f  data included i n  the  category: . < . . , . ,  

kAddi t iona1 informat ion:  .. . . .  . . . . . . .  . . .  

Grand t o t a l  pending f igures do not inc lude 0ther.doeest ic r e l a t i o n s  estate.  j u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  Offenses, or j u v e n i l e  data. 

Figures given f o r  other c r i m i n a l  cases a lso  inc lude c r i m i n a l  i n f r a c t i o n s .  

lncluded under Other c i v i l  are 172 fo re ign  judgment cases f i l e d  and 1 7 3  disposed.. 
Of the 6,814 juven i le ,  j u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c ,  and te rmina t ion  o f  parental  r i g h t s  cases disposed. 1,066 Were disposed formal ly.  3.377 in fo rmal ly ,  

; 
. . . . .  . . . .  . -  

. . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

and 2,371 were disposed by counse l l ing  or adjustment. 
t e r m i n a t i o n  of parental  r i g h t s  and j u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s .  

Included i n  cases repor ted  under t h e  j u v e n i l e  heading on t h e  P r o f i l e  a r e  c i v i l  

]Special  source or r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 4 .  . 
nllnformation an t ime i n t e r v a l  o r  age o f  pending data: '., . . 

These f igurer  were provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e a u r t  d u r i n g  pa!? veyif!cpripn. 

Trust cases pending a re  no t  inc luded i n  the  c i y i l  age of pending cases data. 

. . . . . . .  ... 
_ L  

. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , .  - 
Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council, Annual Re o r t ,  1979 (Bismarck, North Dakota). s t a t i s t i c s  are. from. t h e  annual report.e.xcept t n a t  t o t a l s  

have been collputed where necessary, and t d d i t i o n a T  in fo rmat ion  Has suppl ied by the' a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  the  cour t  d u r i n g  data 
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

. .  

.. i ... 

: . f 
. . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . .  
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NDRTH DAKOTA CDUWTY COURT uim IKRUSED JURISDICTION 

Court o f  l i m i t e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  
17 count ies,  I 7  Judger 

January 1, 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

pendinq F i l e d  Disposed pending 
ti v i  Id  : 

Law: 
C i v i l  ........................................................ 

kll claims ................................................... 
E s t  a t  e : 

Probate/wi 11 s l i n t c s t a t e :  
Probate .................................................... 

Gua~dlanshiplcmservatorshipltrusteeship: 
G u a r d i a n s h i p l c o n r e r v a t ~ ~ s h i p  ............................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  hearings he ld  .................................. 
Emergency c o m i t m n t  ......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Mental heal th :  

Cr iminald:  
t i i s d e a n o r  .................................................... 
P r e l i i i b a r y  hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... 
Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

T r a f f i c :  
M h e r  t r a f f i c  v io la t i on :  

Noncriminal t r a f f i c  .......................................... 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
5.965i1 

X 

X 

1,7281 

N/A 
N/A 

2.334 
5,108 

1.784 

266 
2.050 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
9.4921 

11.273 

1.174 

12,447 

N/A 

N/A 

- 

2.307 
5.042 

1.415 

151 
1,566 

SOO! 
250! 
850' 

9.7651 

10,016 

1,053 

11.069 

57,675 

57.675 

M h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  
Convic t ions ................ 57,123 
Acqu i t t a l s  ................. 542 
Oismissals ................. 10 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s l f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
N I A  - This case t ype  i s  handled by the court,  but the data a re  unavai lab le.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r im ina l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  the case number assigned t o  t h e  in format ion,  indictment. or c o v l a i n t .  

<Data are hot complete: 
l'ora'l c i v i l  f i l e d  and pending f igures do not inc lude mental h e a l t h  Cases. La Moure. Ramey. and Ransom Counties d i d  not w p o r t  Rental 

h?<lth cases disposed. k n t a l  h e a l t h  data from these C O w t  1ocat ions the re fo re  are not inc luded i n  t h e  grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  f igure.  
avso. 

Grand t o t a l  f i l e d  and pending f igures do not inc lude m n t a l  h e a l t h  OP t r a f f i c  carer. 

Pentring data were taken from t h e  1980 e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  annual repo r t .  
lSpeci41 source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 

Source: NOrttI Dakota Jud ic ia l  Counci l ,  Annual Report. 1979. 1980 (8ismarck. North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repo r t s  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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NORTH DAKOTA MUNICIPAL COURT 

Court of l imited J u r i s d i c t i o n  
179 mun ic ipa l i t i es .  167 judger 

January 1. 1979 t o  Decmber 31, 1979 

pending ~ pending F i l e d  Disposed 

T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

Cr iminal  t r a f f i c  ............................................. N I A  
Noncriminal t r a f f i c  .......................................... N l A  

Tota l  ......................................................... NIR 
N I A  4.007 N I A  
N I A  41.887 N I A  

N/A 45.894 n/A 
To ta l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  N I A  45.894 N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  N I A  45.894 N I A  

T r a f f i c  d i spos i t i ons  

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  
Non-fury t r i a l :  Cr iminal  No "cr iminal  Total 

Dismissals ................. 37 139 176 

.............. Convic t ions -333- 4 3 . 3 2  
Acqu i t t a l s  ............... 387 '::% 1,876 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSlM p r o j e c t .  
N I A  * Th is  case type i s  handled by t h e  cour t ,  but the data a re  unavai lab le.  

Source: Nor th Dakota J u d i c i a l  Counci l ,  Annual Report. 1979 (Bismarck. North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  are f rom t h e  annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been cowu ted  where necessary. 

NORTH W O T A  COUI(TI PROBATE COURT 
b u r r  of l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  

36 count ies.  36 judger  
January 1. 1979 t o  D e c h e r  31. 1979 

t i r i l d :  
E s t  a t  e : 

Probatelrillrlintestate: 

6uardianshiplconserratorshipltrurteeship: 
Probate .................................................... X 1.435 1,186 X 

Guardianshiplconservatorship ............................... X 157 $8 X 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 3.4951 1.592 1.284 3.8031 

Tota l  ......................................................... 3.4951 1.592 1.284 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 3,4951 1.592 1.284 3.8031 

Boldface headlngs i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH p ro jec t .  
N l A  - This  case t ype  i s  handled by the coupt. bu t  the data are  unavai lab le.  

%re d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

l s p e c i a l  source or r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 

Source: North Dakota Jud ic ia l  Council. Annual Report. 1979. 1980 (Bismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 

Pending data were taken from t h e  1980 e d i t i o n  O f  t h e  annual repo r t .  

except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



NORTH DAKOTA COUNW JUSTICE COURT 
Cour t  o f  l im i ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

36 counties. 36 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  D e c d e r  31. 1979 

pending x pending F i l e d  Oisposed 

C i r i  Id: 
Law: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ X 2 
h a l l  c l a i m  ................................................... X 1,099 
Mental health: 

Mental h e a l t h  hearings ....................................... NIA 
EneraencY commitments ........................................ N/A ~. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 3 
N/A 26 N t I  

16 NIA 
4 2  N/A 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 54i 1 1,110 874 1 

C r t i i n a l d :  
MisdeRanor  .................................................... X 
P re l im ina ry  hearing: ....................................................... X Felony __ 

3,101 

211 __ 
3.077 

200 - 
X 

X __ 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 1.058l 3,312 3.277 1.0931 

T r a f f i c :  
Other  t r a f f i c  v io la t i on :  .......................................... N I A  22.889 N I A  

To ta l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... NIA N/A 22.889 N I A  

- Noncriminal t r a f f i c  N/A __ 

Grand t o r i 1  ....................................................... 1 . i i z i l  4.4131 27,276 i m i 1  

T r a f f i c  d i s p o r i t i o n s  

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  
Convic t ions ............ 22.565 
Acoui t ta lP ............. 300 
o i  smis5a11 ............. 24 

~ ~ ~ ~ -~ 
Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CS lM p r o j e c t .  
N/A = Ihir case type i s  handled by the court. but the data are unavai lab le.  

dep in i t i on  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  OP complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  case number assigned t o  t h e  in format ion,  ind ic tment ,  o r  complaint. 

Tbfs:l &il f i l e d  and pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude r e n t a l  h e a l t h  cases. 
Grand"fota1 f i l e d  and pending f i g u r e r  do not inc lude t r a f f i c  o r  mental h e a l t h  cases. 

P E t m X a t a  were taken from t h e  1980 e d i t i o n  o f  the annual repo r t .  

<Data; are not complete: 

1Specidl '96urce o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  data: 

Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Counci l ,  Annual Report. 1979. 1980 (Bismarck, North Oakota). S t a t i s t i c s  are f rom t h e  annual repo r t  except 
t i i a t  t o t a l s  have been colrputed where necessary. 
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OHIO C0UR.T . .  . .  SYSTEM, 1979 
, 1 .  . , : -  ..> t i  . .  

SUPREME COURT 1 
I 7jwtice. - 

Jurisdiction: I - Final amellate iurirdiction overall 
IoWerCOUrtB. '. 

- Conrtitutional guerfionr and quertionr 
of great general or public interest. 

- Appeals from Board o f  Tax Appeals . 

Jurisdiction: 

- Aooealr from'Board of Tax Aooealr. 

. .  . . .  o f  lower COUTtS. 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (88) 
321 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actione over 5500. Exclurive 

domestic relatione and probate 
jurirdiction. 

- Exclusive felony and most serious 
cr iminal  jurisdiction. 

agencies. 

- Exclurive juvenile jurisdiction. 
- Appeals from mort adminktrative 

I I MUNICIPAL COURT (110) I 
187 judger 
Jurirdiction: 
- Ci~ilactionrunder510.000; ex- 

clusive forcibleentry and detainer, 
and ~ m d l  ~ l a i m ~ .  

- Misdemeanors. traffic, municipal 
ordinance. felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

1 judge i t e o n  temporaryarrignment 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclurive jurisdiction in civil actions 

against the state and o ~ e r ~ l a i r n e  
removed from other courts to 
Court of Claims. 

1°C" trial excell, in claim mainst state. 

COUNTY COURT (59 )  
59 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under 5500. exc lu~ ive  

- Misdemeanor. traffic, felony 

forcible entry and detainer. and 
small claim.. 

preliminaries. 

690 judger (mayorr) 
Jurirdiction: 

Violations. 

No jury lrial?. 

385 

.. 

Court o f  
IdSt .. . . 

resort. . .  . 

. . . , .  ... , .] . . .  ' . ' 

. . .  . . . .  
. . .  . . . .  

Court of 

jurisdiction 

Court of 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal t 



386 OHIO SUPREME COURT 
Court of l a s t  resort 

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder 31, 1979 

ca re r :  
Appeals: 

Pursuant t o  allowance ........................................ 
Or ig ina t i ng  i n  Court of Appeals 
C o n f l i c t  ..................................................... 
Capital  punishment ........................................... 
&peal o f  a d i n i r t r a t i v e  agency case: 

Tax ........................................................ 
P.U.C.O. ................................................... 

Total  ....................................................... 
Total  appeals ................................................. 

.............................. 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Other o r i g i n a l  act ions ................................... 
Power s i t i n g  c o r n i t t e e  ................................... 

Total  ..................................................... 
o i s c i p 1 i n a r y  ............................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Requests t o  appeal: 

Mot ion f o r  leave t o  appeal ................................. 
M t i o n  t o  c e r t i f y  .......................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

1yTc 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

-Anr 

0 0 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

36 30 N I A  
24 24 
60 54 - 208 
25 

139 
1 

165 
28 
193 

34 
142 

1 
177 

23 
200 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

582 N I A  

~~ ~ 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N I A  - This case type i s  handled by the  cour t ,  bu t  the  data a re  unavai lable.  

%ares no t  included i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  
no t ions  t o  c e r t i f y  and m t i o n i  f a r  leave t o  appeal t h a t  have been granted ape not counted as disposed u n t i l  t he  appeal i s  disposed: a f i l i n g  

i s  not counted f o r  t he  r e s u l t i n g  appeal. There granted motions are the  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

Source: Office of  the  Admin is t ra t i ve  OireCtOr. Ohio Courts Sumary 1979 (Columbus. ahin). 
t o t a l s  have been c o q u t e d  where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r o m  the  annual repor t  except t h a t  

OHIO COURT OF WPVlLS 
Io te rmedfa te  a p p e l l a t e  court 

11 d i s t r i c t s .  44 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder  31. 1979 

pending 5 pending F i l e d  Oirpored 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

'Ci&jl ....................................................... 2.776 
t ' iT i ina1 .................................................... 1.800 

Tbtal  appeals ................................................ 
Otber cases: 

oiicipha~ proceedings: 
NiycellaneousJ ............................................ 213 

Total  o ther  cases ............................................ 

4.423 
2,881 
73x 

690 
-6-56 

4,452 
2,776 m 

648 
T 

2.7549 
1.899g 
m g  

Tota l  cares .................................................... 4,789 7.994 7.876 4.9099 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Cr iminal  appeals Miscel laneousj  Total  .............. 1.455 1 4 5 4 . 0 1 0  
Per curiam ................ 699 654 173 1.526 
F u l l  op in ion  

oismissa1 ................. 1.443 667 230 2.340 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I n  p ro jec t .  

(IChange i n  pending does no t  equal the  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
Finma*-= IF- a= m m n r t w !  i n  the  annual  w o o r t .  . . ~ " . _ _  ", - _ _  .-r_. ............. ~r~ ~~ 

JExplanat ion of data inc luded i n  the  Category: 
Hiscel laneous cases i nc lude  habeas corpus. o r i g i n a l  act ions.  appeals of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency cases. and appeals from the  Court o f  Claims. 

Source: Off ice of t h e  Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec tor .  Ohio Courts Sumary 1979 (Columbus. Ohio). 
t o t a l s  have been computed h e r e  necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repor t  except t h a t  



OHIO COURT OF C M O N  PLEAS 
Cour t  o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

88 counties, 321 judges 
January 1, 1979 t o  & c e d e r  31. 1979 

387 

24.2131 
N I A  . 

24.213f' 

20.762 
650 

21,412 

6,766 

22.041 
BOO 

22.841 

22,934 
N I A  . 

22,9349' 

Other t o r t :  
Per iondl  i n j u r y  ............................................ 
Urongful death ............................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Dther  domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Oamertic r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 
B i r t h  records .............................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... . Tota l  ......................................................... 

Donestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Estate: 
Probatelwi 11 r l i n t e s t a t e :  

Oecedents' estates ......................................... 
Probate c i v i l  act ions ...................................... 
Minor 's  sett lement ........................... : ............. 

Total ....................................................... 
Guardianship and testamentary t r u s t s  ....................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Mental i l l n e s s  and re ta rda t i on  ............................... 
Appeal of admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case: 

Guardianshi plconrerratorshipltrurteeship: 

h t a l  heal th :  

Appeals : 

Vorkmeo' s compensation ..................................... 
Appropr ia t ions ............................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Name change .................................................. 
A l l  o the r  c i v i l  .............................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Other  c i v i l :  

N I A  6.919 N I A  

26.968f 
N I A  

26,96P 
26,968 

44.446f 
3.502 

NIA .  
47,9481 

88,258 
2.752 

91.010 
97.776 

88.413 
2,746 

91.159 
98,078 

26.813 
N I A  . 

26.81391 
26.81391 

61.130 
5,069 
1.507 

67.706 

8,925 
76,631 

61.940 
5.772 

69,261 
1,549 

43.0629 
2.5469 

N I A  . 
45.60891 

22,585f 
70.533fi 

NIA 

7.566 
76,827 

23.4139 
69.0219i 

8.436 8,609 N I A  

2,075f 
479f 

2.554f 

2.154 
609 

2.763 

1,813 
572 

2.385 

2.416 
516 

2.932 

3,245 
46,225 
49,470 __ 

3.233 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 156.43Zfi 256,661 257.547 154.342gi 

:r iminald: 
Felony: 

Criminal  ..................................................... mf 33,544 33.709 7.4119 

To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 7.576f 33.544 33.709 7,4119 

lu ren i l e :  

__ 

- - - - 
Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 24,15Zf 209,985 208.313 25,824 

;rand t o t a l  ...................................................... 188.160fi 500,190 499.569 1~7,577i  

W d  C i v i l  d i s p m i t i o n s m  
W N o n - j u r y r n  

c i  v i im :  Personal Domestic Agency A l l  o the r  
P e ~ s o n a l  i n j u r y  ......................... 932 2.186 3,118 i n j u r y  r e l a t i o n s  appeal c i v i l  
Wrongful death .......................... 800 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ........................ 11,993 11,993 Dismissal wi thout  p re jud i ce  .. 2.252 22,817 382 8.490 

943 12.068 Appeal : Dismissa1 w i t h  p re jud i ce  ..... 11.118 _ _  
lippeal of admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case .. 198 224 422 De fau l t  ..................... 884 _ _  118 10.428 

A11 Other c i v i l  ......................... 536 8,673 9.209 Transfer ..................... 1,550 -- 94 2.521 _ _  53,603 -- _ _  Tota l  .................................... 1,666 23,076 24.742 Uncontested .................. 
cr imina1 : P r e t r i a l  ..................... 3.119 _ _  426 3,031 

Felony .................................. 2,132 1,808 3.940 
Juven i l e  .................................... 13.496k 13,496 

Grand To ta l  ................................ 3.798 38,380 42.178 

Age of pending cases Cr iminal  d i spos i t i ons  

Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 m n t h s  G u i l t y  p lea .............................. 20,251 
Personal i n j u r y  ............. N I A  K/R 2,131 Dismissed w i t h  p re jud i ce  566 
Uarlmen's compensation ...... N I A  641 N I A  By u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  ........................ 1.654 
Appropr ia t ions .............. 273 N I A  N I A  Transfer ................................. 1.368 ................. Nol le  prosse ............................. 3.872 Other c i v i l  N I A  9.128 N I A  
Cr iminal  .................... 252 N I A  N I A  P r e t r i a l  ................................. 2,058 

................. 

(continued an next page) 



388 Ohio Court o f  conmn Pleas [cont inued)  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  Class i f iCat iOns used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
NIA - This case type i s  handled by the Court. but t h e  data a re  unavai lab le.  -- = Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number of defendants on t h e  in format ion o r  ind ic tment .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  swrn. 
A non- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted Men t h e  f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

Figures are as given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

Figures a re  as given i n  the annual repor t .  

Pending data were not repor ted fo r  a l l  c i v i l  categories. Only those repor ted are inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the j u v e n i l e  Court t r i a l s  reported. 97,015 hearings before a judge and 208.221 hearings before a 

C i v i l  t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  in format ion inc ludes only  personal i n j u r y .  appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case, and 

fseginn ing pending f i gu res  fo r  t h e  1919 cou r t  year do no t  equal t h e  end pending f i gu res  fo r  t h e  1978 cour t  year :  

9Change i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

i m t a  a re  not complete: 

kAdd i t i ana l  in format ion:  

i n  j u v e n i l e  cases. 
W a r e g o r i e r  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  or t r i a l  data: 

re feree were 

o t h e r  c i  v i 1  

h e l d  

cases 

Source: O f f i c e  o f  the Admin is t ra t ive D i rec to r .  Ohio Courts Sunmary 1979 (Columbus. Ohio). 
t o t a l s  have been comuted M e r e  necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repo r t  except t h a t  

I 
! 



OHIO COUHTl COURT 
Cour t -o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  O e c d e r  31, 1979 
7 .  59 courts. 59 judges 

389 

C i  v i  l d  : 
Tort: 

, .  
Other t a r t :  

Personal i n j u r y  and proper ty  damage ........................ 
con t rac t  ....................................................... 
Small c l a i m  .................................................... 
Real proper ty  r i gh ts :  

F o r c i b l e  en t r y  and deta iner  .................................. 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 
. .  

Cr iminald:  
Uisdeaeanor: ................................................... 
Prel iminary hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... 
Tota l  c r im ina l  ............... 1.................................. 

1 

. ~. ., , ,  
, 

T r a f f i c :  . ~:. , , 
DYI/ouI: ,. 

Operating a m t o r  vehic le  whi le  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................. 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  I . ., . .. I ,, 

T r a f f i c  ........................................ 2 ............. 
................................................... ... Total t r a f f i c  

. . , .  . . . . . .  . . . . .  
. .  . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . .  . . . . .  
. 59f - 3 4 7 .  . . .  

1.097f 5.271 
1.466f . . . . . .  ..12.327 . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  
37 3f 2,741 

. 505f . . . . .  2 691 . . . .  

3.500f 23.377 

- L . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.. 
. .  I ,  

. ,  I , .  
. 248 

4.699 
12,357 , ' '  - 

2,772 .- 
22.670 

>f 3,878 
2,492f I 26,986 

1,066f . ,  10.600 

4.053f ' 1. 1)5.891 
5,119f 147.491 

22.775 

, 3,927. 

. 26.702 

I .  

10;387 ' 

136,251 

146.638 

158 
1.669 
1,436 

342 
602 

4.207 

2.487 

289 

2.776 

1,279 

4,693 

5.972 

I , . . , I  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 1l. l l l f  197,854 196,010 12.955 
': .-.. 

. . . . . .  -. 
m d  

a N o n - j u r y m  
c i v i l ' :  

Tort ...................... 0 48 48 
Contract  .................. 5 149 154 
Real prooperty r i g h t s  ...... 1 585 586 
Other c i v i l  ............... 3 538 541 

Tota l  ...................... 9 1.320 1.329 
Cr iminal  : 

Misdemeanor ............... 113 1.968 2.081 
T r a f f i c :  

DYI/DUI ................... 125 879 1,004 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  ... 51 2.020 2.071 

Tota l  ...................... 176 2.899 3.075 
Grand t o t a l  ................. 298 6.187 6.485 

C i r i l  d i spos i t i ons  

Tort Contract  ~- 
P r e t r i a l  ....................................... 2 7 
Dismissal f o r  want o f  prosecut ion .............. 15 201 
Other d i s m i ~ 5 a l s  ............................... 63 695 
Transfer t o  other judge ........................ 1 8 
Defaul t  hear ing by judge ....................... 119 3.624 
Default hear ing by Peferee ..................... 0 10 

761 
3.003 

159 
8.373 

61 

139 
834 

2 
1,208 

0 

Other 
c i r i 1  
27 

67 
558 

3 
1.396 

2 

Criminal d i spos i t i ons  T r a f f i c  d i spos i t i ons  

Misd-anor 
Plea .............................. 9,003 
P r e t r i a l  .......................... 373 
Dismissal f o r  want o f  prosecution.. 1.302 
Other dismissals .................. 3.852 
Transfer .......................... 192 
V io la t i ons  Bureau ................. 3,444 
Pre l iminary hearing--bound Over ... -- 
Waiver o f  p re l im ina ry  hearing. 

bound over ...................... -- 
U n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of accused ......... 2,528 

Pre l iminary 
hear ing _ _  9.003 _ _  373 

168 1,470 
667 4,519 _ _  192 _ _  3.444 

2,089 2.089 

Total 
7 

1.183 
5.153 

173 
14,720 

73 

Other 
t r a f f i c  

WI/DUI v i o l a t i a s  
Plea .............................. -7707 47.170 
P r e t r i a l  .......................... 679 341 
Dismissal for  want o f  prosecution.. 111 807 
Other d ismissal r  .................. 431 . 1.596 
Transfer .......................... 41 77 
Vio la t ions Bureau ................. -_ 68.870 
L h a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  accused ......... 334 14.719 

Total 
-7 

1.020 
918 

2.027 
118 

68.870 
15.053 

732 732 
271 2.799 

(continued on next page) 



390 Ohio County Court (continued) 

Age o f  pending careload 

Over 1 month Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months 

C i v i l :  
T o r t  ...................................................... N I A  N I A  N I A  4 
Con t rac ts  ................................................. NIA N I A  155 In ) 
Small c l a i m  N I A  83 In1  (n I 
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s  ...................................... N I A  N I A  5 I n )  
Other  c i v i l  ............................................... N I A  N I A  12 (n ) 

Misdemeanor ............................................... NIA 209 I n  I (n I 
Pre l im ina ry  hear ing 87 I n  ) I n  1 I n 1  

OYI/DUI N I A  56 In  I I n )  
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  .................................. N I A  449 In1  (n I 

.............................................. 
Cr im ina l  : 

T r a f f i c  : 
....................................... 

................................................... 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
NIA = This case t ype  i s  handled by t h e  court bu t  the data are unavai lab le.  -- - Not appl icable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: Wategor ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  or t r i a l  data:  
C i v i l  t r i a l s  do not i nc lude  8.373 hearings by judge i n  5.611 

n T i m  i n t e r v a l  or age o f  pending caseload data: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  O f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  Of count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on the c l a i m  cases. 

A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted when the f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

i n f o r m t i o n  or ind ic tment .  
Contracts, f o r c i b l e  en t r y  and deta iner .  and o t h e r  c i v i l  Cases 

pending over 24 months a re  inc luded w i t h  those pending over 
Hearings by admin i s t ra t i ve  judges and referees are not inc luded 12 months. . .  
as n o n I j u 6  t r i a l s .  Small c l a i m .  airdeneinor, and t r a f f i c  cases pending over 12 

Pre l iminary hear ing cases pending over 6 months. over 12 months, 

f k g i n n i n g  pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 cou r t  year does not equal the 
end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 c o w t  year :  

Figures are as g iven i n  the annual repor t .  
JExplanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 

F i l ed ' f i gu res  i nc lude  both reac t i va ted  cases and o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s .  

m n t h s ,  and aver  24 nonths are inc luded w i t h  those pending over 
6 months. 

and Over 24 months are inc luded With those pending Over 1 month. 

Source: O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Admin i s t ra t i ve  D i rec to r .  Ohia Courts Summary 1979 [Columbus, Ohio). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed *ere necessary. 

I 

OHIO COURT OF c u t w  
hurt o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  Oecelnber 31. 1979 
1 court, 1 jadge S i t s  m t c q o r a r y  asrignnent 

_.... . 
Appeal : 

Appeal o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
Admin i s t ra t i ve  ............................................. 405 
J u d i c i a l  ................................................... 232 
Vic t ims o f  cr imes .......................................... 664 

Tota l  ....................................................... 1 301 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 1,301 

L 

411k 
2lCk 

1.330 
1.951 - 
1,951 

525 
234 

1.155 
1 914 A 

1,914 

291 
208 
969 

1,468 
~ 

1,468 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 1.301 1.951 1,914 1.468 

m d  

J y  *To+al 
c i v i l  .................. 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Settlement .......................................... 64 
Admin is t ra t ive determination ........................ 509 
Termination without t r i a l  ........................... 138 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  

Wwrt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A l l  cases where t h e  amount o f  the c l a i m  exceeds 11.000 m w t  be A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a D e t i t i o n  or 

derecmined by a judge. Where t h e  anount O f  the~;laim i s  between 
110b.01 and 1999.99. t h e  c la im  i s  determined by a judge unless a 
wai3eer i s  f i l e d .  
clai ins between $100.01 and 1999.99 where the r i g h t  t o  t r i a l  has 
been waived are a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  determined by t h e  c l e r k  or 
deputy c l e r k  O f  t h e  Court Of Claims. 

complaint. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A nan- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  witness i s  Sworn. 

kAdd i t i on  information: 
F i l i n g s  inc lude re ins ta ted  cases. 

A l l  c laims from $0.00 t o  $100.00 and a l l  

Source: O f f i c e  o f  the Admin i s t ra t i ve  D i rec to r .  Ohio Courts Sunnary 1979 (Columbus. Ohia). 
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are  from the annual repo r t  except t h a t  
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Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

110 co~rts. 187 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder 31. 1979 

391 

- t n i  
pending F i l e d J  Disposed pending 

. C i r i l d :  
To r t :  

Personal i n j u r y  and proper ty  damage .......................... 
Contract  ....................................................... 
S m a l l  c l a i m  ................................................... 
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s :  

F o r c i b l e  en t r y  and deta iner  .................................. 
Other  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Criminald: 

Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Pre l im ina ry  hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 

T r a f f i c :  
DYI/DUI : 

Other t r a f f i c  v io la t i on :  
Operating a m t o ?  vehic le  bile i n t o x i c a t e d  .................. 
T r a f f i c  ...................................................... 

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

9,833f 
59,429f 
14,235f 

1 4 . 5 X f  

105.494f 

7,461f 

24,61Zf 

4,2731 

28.885' 

9,767f 

*f 

69,128f 

19.252 
185,475 

78.280 

54,659 
18,912 

356,578 

264.704 

44,126 

308.830 

58.236 

1,166,055 

1,224,291 

18,267 
179,206 

75,959 

52,753 
18,563 

344.748 

254.634 

42,721 

297.355 

54,884 

1,169.070 

1.223.954 

10,818 
65,698 
16,556 

16,442 
7.810 __ 

117,324 

34,682 

5.678 

40.360 

__ 

13.119 

56,346 

69.465 

203.507f 1.889.699 1,866.057 227.149 

T r i a l d  - 
- N o n - j u r y m  

c i v i l " :  Cr iminal :  
T o r t  ....................... 111 1,369 1,480 Hisdemeanor ................ 944 12,743 13.687 
Contract  ................... 132 4.874 5.006 T r a f f i c :  
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s  ....... 25 1,206 1,231 WllDUI .................... 532 3.840 4.372 
Other c i v i l  ................ 46 1.509 1,555 Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  .... 220 15,793 16.013 

To ta l  ........................ 314 8,958 9.272 Total ........................ 752 19,633 20.385 
Grand t o t a l  ................... 2.010 41.334 43.344 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Plll ..--. 

s . a l l k  p roper t y  &her 
Tort  Contract  cla(ns c i v i l  Tota l  

P r e t r i a l  ....................................... 7J'T _ _  - & - T l T v  
Dismissal f o r  want Of prosecut ion .............. 1.139 8.866 4.584 7.346 721 22.656 
Other d ismissals  ............................... 5.319 34,367 18,350 11,836 4.489 74.361 

Defaul t  hearing by judge ....................... 6.381 97,617 18.460 18.218 9,815 150.491 
Transfer t o  o the r  judge ........................ 326 977 933 156 167 2,559 

Default hearing by referee ..................... 2.437 27,634 33.632 13.418 1.244 78,365 

Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Misdemeanor 
Plea .............................. 126,954 
P r e t r i a l  .......................... 8.485 
Dismissal f o r  want of prosecution.. 6,191 
Other d ismissals  .................. 36.487 
Transfer  .......................... 1,104 
V io la t i ons  Bureau ................. 26.224 
Pre l iminary hearing--bound over ... _ _  
Waiver o f  p re l im ina ry  hearing. 

bound aver _ _  
U n a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  accused ......... 35,502 

...................... 

Pre l fn ina ry  
hear ing Tota l  -- 1 2 m  _ _  8.485 

1,836 8.027 
11,315 47.802 _ _  1,104 _ _  26.224 
15.076 15,076 

11.717 11,717 
2.777 38.279 

T r a f f i c  d i i p o l i t i o n s  

DYI/WI 
Plea .............................. -3mE 
P r e t r i a l  .......................... 2.532 
Dismissal f o r  want of prosecution.. 625 
Other d ismissals  .................. 3,247 
Transfer .......................... 320 
v i o l a t i o n s  Bureau ................. -- 
U n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of accused ......... 4,923 

Other 
t r a f f i c  

387,269 4 m 4  
4.557 7.089 
3.471 4.096 

43,901 47,148 
$20 840 

567,413 - 7 6 7 . 4 1 3  
145.926 150.849 

v i o l a t i o n s  Total 

Age o f  pending caseload 

Over 1 month Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months 
C i v i l :  

N I A  N I A  228 T o r t  ..................................................... N/A 
c o n t r a c t  ................................................. N I A  ntA 3.168 ( n  ) 
Small c l a i m  ............................................. N I A  1.292 (n I (n I 
Real p roper t y  r i g h t s  ..................................... N I A  N I  A 452 (n ) 
Other c i v i l  .............................................. N I A  ntA 491 (n)  

..... ........................................ (n I mirdoneanor 1 N I A  612 (n I ...................................... (n)  Pre l im ina ry  hear ing 373 (n) (n ) 

DYIlDUl .................................................. N I R  192 (n) (n I .................................. i n  I Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  N I A  1.0811 (n I 

Criminal :  

T r a f f i c :  

(continued on next  page) 



392 Ohio Municipal Court (cont inued) 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c1aSsi f iCat iOns used by the  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N/A = This case type i s  handled by the  cou r t  bu t  t he  data are unavai lable.  -- = Not app l icab le .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  t he  number o f  defendants on t he  i n fo rma t ion  o r  indictment.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  Counted when the  j u r y  i s  suorn. 
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted when the  f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

t r i a l s .  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1979 Court year does not equal the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 cou r t  year: 

Figures are  as given i n  the  annual repor t .  
jExp lanat ion  o f  data included i n  t he  category: 

F i l e d  f i gu res  i nc lude  both reac t i va ted  cases and o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s .  
kAdd i t iona l  in fo rmat ion :  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  small c l a i m  d i spos i t i ons  reported on the  char t .  933 r ~ l l  c l a i m  cases t rans fe r red  were sent t o  the  regu la r  c i v i l  

1Special source o r  rev i s ion  i n  the  data: 
Figures footnoted were supp l ied  by the  o f f i c e  of  the  s ta te  cour t  admin is t ra to r  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

mCateg0ries f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or  t r i a l  data: 
C i v i l  t r i a l s  do not inc lude 18.460 hear ings by judge i n  small c l a i m  cases. 

"Time i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending data: 
Contract. f o r c i b l e  en t ry  and detainer,  and o ther  c i v i l  cases pending Over 24 months are inc luded w i t h  those pending over 12 months. 
S m a l l  '?aim, aird&anor. and t r a f f i c  cases pending over 12 months and Over 24 months are included w i th  those pending over 6 m n t h s .  
Pre l im inary  h e i r i n g  cases pending over  6 m n t h s .  o v w  12 months. and Over 24 months are included w i t h  those pending Over 1 m n t h .  

Hearings by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  judges and referees are no t  included as non- jury 

docket. 

Source: Of f i ce  o f  the  Admin is t ra t i ve  OirectoP, Ohio Courts Sumnary 1979 (Columbus. Ohio). 
t o t a l s  have been colnputed where necessary, and add i t i ona l  informat ion was suppl ied by the  s t a t e  cou r t  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  du r ing  data 
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  

P - 
omio IUYORS' COURT 

Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
690 courts,  690 judges (mayors) 

January 1. 1979 t o  &caber 31. 1979 

There were no data ava i lab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Mayors' Court f o r  1979. - 
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I ,  . ,  ; 
r., 

. . _ * _  . 
9 jmtices . I /  CRIMINAL APPEALS 

3iudger . . lurirdiction: .. 

- Appellateiuri.diction overall civil Jurisdiction: 
- Exclurive appellate jvrirdiction in 

.. criminalcares. .'.' .' 

. t . .  ........... . . . . . . . .  
, . COURT OF APPEALS (2) 

6 judger 
~Jurirdiction: 
.- Disporerofappcalr arsigned toit by . 

the Supreme Court. 

. . . . . . . . .  '*I 

, .  

o r . .  ..$ .. i . . .  . ? , . .  . ~ ' > :  

. '  . . .  ~~ , I . . , -  , , I _ ,  , 
. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 , '3 I .  

,, .;. . . . .  .tT - 1  

COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
3 district Judger $ewe I 

I Jurisdiction: 
- Hears all protcrir against allegedly" 

illegal leviee. 

i, . . . . . . . .  . # ,  
, . t i , . ,  , -. ., , t , .  

... 

. . . . . .  I 
DISTRICT COURT (25 )  
69dirttict. 77as-atedikt .  
and 47 s p e d  judger 
Juti.diaion:~ - - 

- Civil xtiong. brobate. d?,Feqtic. 

~ Feloliilr, m i idemianok  '". 

 appeal^ de novo. 

: . . .  relatidns' . . . .  
~. 

l " r Y  t+& .,.,., ,, -, ,. -.,, 
3 :: .I, r . . . .  .?*. ..: . . I  

COURT OF BANK REVIEW 

WORKERS 
COMPENSATION 
COURT' 
?judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Compensation claim9 in industrial 

accident cases. I 

. .  

.... 

0 .  .. 
1 _. . . .  

f , ,, . .  ,-,,i.-ii~ ~ 

. .L i - ;. , 

. . .  

Court* 
of l a s t  
resort . . .I-: j I 

. ;. . .  
. . . . . . . .  i .,,. . . r , . .  

. 
. I '2. . . . .  

I ' '  . ̂ ,  
. , ,  . . . . . . . . . .  
Intermediate 

appellate 
.court , :,, . . . . . . . . .  

, . I  ,. . . . . . . .  r 

, ~ I .  . . . . . . . . .  
1 

> . . ,  . . .  Covrtof 
.general ......... jurisdiction, 

. . . .  I :,.. , l !  

. . .  . . . . . . .  
,/ .. 1.. . .  

OF RECORD (167) 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violatiom with fine 

less than 5300 and ~entence less 
than 90 dayr. 

Jury t r i a l s  i f  pcxsible fine greater 

. .  
. . .  

. .  
1 ' .  , 

' .. 
.. ., , . 

, .  . .  
2, .:: 
..' . i  
Court9of 

limited 
, jurisdiction 

Indicates routeof appeal. 

4 Indicates arrignment of cares 

t 
! 

'% 
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pending F i  1 ed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
&peals; 

C i v i l J  ....................................................... X 
Total appeals ................................................. A 

540 
540 

Other cares: 2 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... X 246 209 X 
Requests t o  appeal: 

............................................. N t A .  ............................................ 7 
C e r t i o r a r i  .( N t A .  189 

Total o ther  casesJ 7 T 

C i r i l :  

To ta l  cas+ .................................................... 1,620fi 1.176 ( 7 1 ~  m i  ( 7 i ) e  1,903' 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. N/A 
Other matters: 

Special m t t w s  .............................................. N t A  

82 

246 

8 l k l  

209 

N/A 

N/A 

Tota l  o the r  proceedings ......................................... N I A  328 290 N t A  

nanner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  D ispos i t i on  o f  requests f o r  c e r t i o r a r i  Status o f  pending caseload (12/31/79) 

W i n i o n s  rendered .............. 277 Y r i t  granted .......................... 71 Cases a t  issue bu t  not assigned ....... 174 
Orders. dismissals. etc. ....... 278 Y r i t  denied ........................... 132 Cases on assignment ................... 279 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  ClaSSif iCations used by the C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
N/A - This case type i s  handled by t h e  Court bu t  the data are unavarlable. 
X * The data f o r  t h i s  Case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  the t o t a l .  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

o r t  f o r  c i v i l  cases. 
luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
f o r  C e r t i o r a r i  t h a t  have been granted a re  no t  counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  appeal i s  disposed: a f i l i n g  i s  not counted f o r  the 
g appeal. 
d ing ,  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 Court year  does not equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year: 
e as given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

These granted p e t i t i o n s  a re  t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

ce between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
no t  be ing inc luded i n  t h e  pending f i g u r e r .  Figures are as given i n  t h e  annual repo r t .  

f igures do no t  i nc lude  c e r t i o r a r i  cases pending. 

appeals ape O r i g i n a l l y  f i l e d  i n  t h e  Supreme Court. 
ion.  

The Supreme Court then assigns some o f  the re  cases t o  t h e  Court O f  Appeals f o r  
Therefore. cases assigned. disposed, and pending i n  t h e  Court o f  Appeals have been deducted from t h e  Supreme Cour t 's  appeals 

There were 482 cases t rans fe r red  t o  t h e  Court o f  Rppealr i n  1979. s for t h e  Court o f  Appeals. 

g requests w e ~ e  denied i n  81 o f  t h e  cases. 

was prov ided by the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  Of t h e  cour ts  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

, Report On t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1979 (Oklahoma C i t y .  Oklahoma). 
where necessary. and a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  was supplied by t h e  Admin is t ra t ive Of f ice o f  the 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repor t  

5 dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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- 
tnd 

pendinq F i l e d  Disposed pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... X X X 
Pos tconv ic t ion  m y :  

Juven i le  X 
Total  appeals A 

Postconvict ion ............................................. X x (23)e X ..................................................... ................................................. + 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
Or ig ina l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Habeas COPPUS ............................................ X 
Mandamus ................................................. X 
P roh ib i t i on  .............................................. X 

Total  ..................................................... X 

Reserved quest ion of  1aM ................................. X 
Total  ....................................................... X 

Advisory opinion: 

Requests t o  appeal: 
Pos tconv ic t ion  W y :  

Cr imina l  : 
Postconvict ion ........................................... X 

C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................... X 
Total  ....................................................... X 

............................... X Review o f  Suspended sentence 

Tota l  other cases ............................................. X 

Sentence review only: - 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
331 

121 

( j ) .  
1211 

0 
452i 

X 

X X 
294 X 

x ( 2 3 y  X 

X 0 - 
4361 X 

Total  cases ..................................................... 382 746 ( z 3 ) e  720 480 

D ispos i t i on  of cares 

0 in ionm m m  E 
81 Af f i rm ing  den ia l  ......... 0 81 

Modif ied and a f f i rmed .... 14 0 14 
Reversed ................. 54 13 67 
Dismissed ................ 25 57 82 
Granted .................. 0 120 120 
Denied ................... 0 165 165 
Tota l  .................... 284 436 720 

Affirmed ................. + o  191 

Baldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the C S l M  p ro jec t .  
X = T h e  data for t h i s  Case type are known t o  be Included i n  the  t o t a l ,  bu t  Were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

"Court j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
The Court of Cr iminal  Aooealr has exc lu r i ve  appe l la te  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  c r im ina l  cares. It i s  the  Court of l a s t  reso r t  f o r  c r im ina l  Cases. 

W a s e s ~ n o t  i i c i u d e d  i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting:. 
Pos tconv ic t ion  cases granted are not counted as disposed u n t i l  t he  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed; a ne* f i l i n g  i s  not counted f o r  t h e  

associated aooeal. These wanted  cases are the  numbers aoDearina i n  parentheses. . .  ~~~~ ~~~ 

i o a t a  are not compiete: 

jExp lanat ian  o f  data included i n  the  category: 

mlnfarnat ioo on d ispos i t i on  type OP t r i a l  data: 

Total  requests t o  appeal do not inc lude c r im ina l  cases .  
Tota l  o ther  cases do not inc lude c r im ina l  requests t o  appeal or sentence review only cases. 

To ta l  appeals f i l e d  and disposed inc lude Cr imina l  requests t o  appeal and sentence rev iew on ly  cares. 

A l l  appeals are disposed by opinion; a l l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings are disposed by order.  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec to r  O f  the  Courts, Report an the  Jud ic ia ry  1979 (Oklahoma Ci ty ,  Oklahoma). 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual r e p w t  



OKLAHLMA COURT OF APPEALS' 
In te rmed ia te  a p p e l l a t e  court 

2 d i v i s i o n s .  6 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  k c & r  31, 1979 

n 
pending * Oisposed pending eg i  n m  ng 

Carer: 
Appeal 5 :  

c i r w  ....................................................... 116h 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. -II@ 

Mher cases: 
Rewests  t o  appeal: . .  

c i v i l :  
C e r t i o r a r i  ............................................... N I A  

Total  o ther  cases ............................................. - 165 
Im 

163h m 

~~ 

To ta l  cases ..................................................... 116hf 647 ( 7 i ) e  572 (711e 163hi 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Opinions rendered .......... 435 
C e r t i o r a r i  granted ......... 132 
C e r t i o r a r i  denied .......... 71 
C e r t i o r a r i  dismissed ....... 5 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p ro jec t .  

acourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Cases are assigned t o  the  Court O f  &peals by the  Supreme Court. 

o r i g i p l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i o r a r i  t h a t  a re  granted are not counted as disposed u n t i l  t he  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed; 
the  r q s u l t i n g  appeal. These granted p e t i t i o n s  are  the  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

The Court o f  Appeals hears only c i v i l  carer 

%res not fncluded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

hFigure ubs computed: 

1 Data a c P h b t  complete: 

Beginnl'ng pending f i g u r e  f o r  1979 was computed as the  end pending f i g u r e  i n  the  1978 annual repor t .  
End @hy:ing f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g s .  d i rpas i t i ons ,  and beginning pending. 

Total  pending data do not inc lude c e r t i o r a r i  Cases. 

assigned 

a f i l i n g  

t o  

i s  

i t  and has nd 

not counted f o r  

Source: Aa.minirtrative O i rec to r  o f  t he  Courts. Report on t he  J u d i c i a r y  1979 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f r o m  the  annual repor t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



O M H W  DISTRICT COURT 
397 

Court  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  lkcenber 31, 1979 
25 d i s t r i c t s :  6% d i s t r i c t .  77 associate, and 48 specia l  Judges 

tnd 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

seglnnlng 
pending 

C i r i  I d  : 
Tort :  . .  Auto t o r t :  

Auto negl igence ............................................ 3.953f 
Other  t o r t  ................................................... 3.32gf 

To ta l  ............... : ......................................... 7.28Zf 

Contractual  .................................................. 20,389f 

Posserr ian of personal p roper t y  .............................. 1.27gf 
Possession o f  rea l  p roper t y  .................................. 2,9631 
Other small claims ........................................... 50.405f 

Total ................................................ .: ....... 54.647f 

L i e n  o r  mortgage forec losure ............................ : .... 1,97tjf 
Real p roper t y  ................................................ 3,0601 

Tota l  ......................................................... 5.124f 

Contract :  

smal l  claims: 

Real p roper t y  r i g h t s :  . .  

Approval of conveyance O f  Ind ian lands ....................... % 2  + 88f 

.................................................... 16,528f 

. 
/ .  , /  I : '  . .  D a m s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  . . .  . . . . .  , . . .  
Divorce I i,. 

Separate maintenance ....................................... 721 
Annulment .................................................. 172 

Total ............................................... i ........ 17.421f 

Reciprocal Support--incoming ................................. 3,260 
Reciprocal support--outgoing ............................... 1,276 

Tota l  ....................................................... 4.536 
Adoption ..................................................... 1.518 
Other d m e s t i c  re la t i ons :  

P a t e r n i t y  'proceedings ....................................... 228f 
Other domestic .............................................. 148 

. . .  ~ . ,  
. .  , , .  

.. Suppor t lcustcdy : . . . .  

Tota l  ........................................... '...:'.... .... 376f 
Tota l  : ................... :'. ................................... 23.851' .~ 

Estate: . ..'.... 
Probatelrillslintestate: .. . .  

.Admin i s t ra t i on  o f  estat'es and probate proper. ........ : ...... 
Oeterminatian O f  death of j o i n t  or l i f e  tenant ... :;.'.'. .. i.... 
Other probate ...... ......... ; .................................... 917 

Total ....................................................... 12.712f 

Guardianship and conservatorsh ip ........................... 3.2617 
Total ......................................................... 15.979 

Mental h e a l t h  ................................................... 829 , . 
Appeal : 

509f 
Ex t rao rd ina ry  w i t s :  

1.365f 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 5,284f 

12,033 
588 

. . . . . . . .  
Guardianshi plconserritDrshipItrurteeshi p: . .  

. .  , . I  I t '  
Appeal of admin i s t ra t i ve  agency ca ie:  

Appeals from admin i s t ra t i ve  t r i b u n a l s  ...................... 
I n j u n c t i o n ,  quo warranto, mandamus. habeas, corpus ............. 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 135,253f. .. 
. .  . . , . .  

Cr iminal  d : 
Felony: 

Crime against  person ......................................... 
crime against  proper ty  ... :..:..>..; ........... :..:.;...: ..... 
Other fe lony  ................................................. 

T o t a l ,  ......................................................... , ; . . . .  , . . ~  .,, . . . .  *,r.l-annr. , . . . 
Other misdemeanor ............................................ . . . .  ,. . - A ~ w a l : '  . ,  .. 
Appeals from c i ty- funded cour ts  .............................. 

Pos tconv ic t i on  e: 
Felony poStcOnvict ion,appeals ................................. . .  . .  

5,142 
12,825 
9.691 

27.658 

To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 48,0241 
. . . . .  . .  . ~ ~~. 

T r a f f i c :  
OYIIDUI: 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
o r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... 7.450f 

T r a f f i c  ...................................................... 47,320f 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 54.770f 

4.134 
3.680 
7.814 

22.969 

2.235 
8.829 

67.007 
78.071 

2.812 
4,738 

8.000 
450 

33.171 
593 
342 

34.106 

2.734 
1.087 
3,821 
2.932 

173 
327 
9 0  

41.359 

9,161 
2.991 

165 
12.317 

1.706 
14,023 

2.708 ' 

1.092 

1.908 
_1,192 

185,136 

4.820 
10.573 

7.360 
22.753 

36.608 

429 

519 

50,309 - 

11,522 

194.315 

3,365 
2.856 
6.221 

4.722 
4.153 
8.875 

17.860 15.498 

2.220 1.294 
7.320 4.472 

64.876 , , 52,536 
74.416 . 58.302 

2.491 2.397 

472 56 
4.389 5.409 

.. 
7.352 5.872 

<': . . '., 
30.796 . ' , 18,903 

414 . 900 
323 . , 191 

31.533 ' .  , 19.994 

2.585 , . : 3.409 
1,091 1,272 
3.676 . .  4,681 
2,688 ' i 1.762 

. .  

. .  , ,  
112 . ,. 289 

. .  384 ' ,  91 
,496 . , , . 380 

38.393 .. 26.817 

7.711 13.483 
2.859 720 

151 105 
10,721 14.308 

1.427 .- 3,540 
12.148 , . 17.848 

2.676 ,. , 861 

1.052 549 

1.124 
2 2.149 

6 841 __L 

*'. .  ~ 166,877 143,612 
. .  

I .  , , 
. . . .  

5.413 , 4,549 
9.636 . /i  , I .  13,732 

' , .5.461 ~. 11.590 
.29.871 20.510 ' 1 ' -  

36.077 , 19.732 

~-.357 ~ . .  1.237 

~. 

11.546 7.426 

53 361 

188.298 60.787 

176.752 L 

(continued on next' page) 



398 Oklahoma D i s t r i c t  Court (continued) 

Jured le: 
Cr iminal - type offense: 

Juven i l e  del inquency .......................................... 3.840f 
S ta tus  offense: 

Ch i l d ren  i n  need o f  Supervision .............................. 1.375f 
Ilon-offense: 

Dependency and neglect  ....................................... 2.28of 
Other  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 72f - 

4,131 

1,123 

1,876 
193 - 

3.989 

1.110 

2.060 - 157 

3,982 

1.388 

2,097 
108 - 

Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 7.5671 7.323 7.316 7.575 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... 245,614fi 447,083 419.857 262.8141 

C i " i 1 :  
Tor t :  

Auto t o r t  ................. 
Other to r t  ................ 

Tota l  ...................... 
Contract  .................... 
%all claims ................ 
Real p m p e r t y  r i g h t s  ........ 
D h a s t i c  re la t i ons :  

H i h i a g e  d i s s o l u t i o n  ...... 
Suppo-rt7custody ........... 
M o p t i o n  .................. 
Ot'ger domestic r e l a t i o n s  .. 

Tota l  ...................... 
Probate lwi  11 r l i  n t e s t a t e  ... 
Guardianrhiplconservator- 

Sh ip l t ru r teesh ip  ......... 
Tota l  ...................... 

Mental hea l th  ............... 
Appeal ...................... 
Ext rao rd ina ry  w i t  .......... 
Other  c i v i l  ................. 

Tota l  ........................ 

Estate: 

X 
X 
X 
X 

9.378 
X 

5,816 
691 
65 
21 

6.593 

204 

60 
264 
184 

X 
X 
X 
X 

T r i a l  OP contestd 

Tota l  *""-jury 

Felony ...................... X X 
649 Misdemeanor ................. X X 
765 Appeal ...................... X X 

1,414 Tota l  X X 
2,613 T r a f f i c :  
9.378 OyI/DUI ..................... X X 
2,177 Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  ..... X X 

Tota l  ........................ X X 
5.816 Juveni le :  

691 Cr iminal - type offense X X 
65 Status offense .............. X X 
21 Non-ffenre ................. X X 

6,593 Tota l  ........................ X X 
Grand total X X 

Criminal  : 

........................ 

....... 

.................... 
204 

Total 

1,966 
4,121 

183 
6.270 

1,845 
8.602 

10,447 

2.284 
561 

1.466 
4,311 

46,020 

60 Age o f  pending caseload (12/31/79) 
16" L"1 

184 
305 
484 

1.580 
24,992 

O W ?  
0-12 months 12-24 months 24 months 

C i v i l  ................... 81,617 42,800 27.204 

Felony ................ 11.751 7.043 11,108 

appeal ............... 9.581 4,283 7,105 

Juveni le  ................ 5,979 1,930 1.671 

Cr iminal :  

M i d e m a n o r  and 

To ta l  .................. 21,332 11,326 18,213 
T r a f f i c  26,719 12.518 21,570 

Grand t o t a l  135,647 68,574 68.658 

................. 
.............. 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s l f l c a t i o n s  used by the C S I M  proJect. 
N/A - This case t ype  i s  handled by t h e  Court. but t h e  data a re  unavai lab le.  
X - The d;ita for t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  the t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. -- - )(or appl icable.  

CJudge in format ion:  
g inn ing Of 1979; t he re  were 66 judger a c t u a l l y  serv ing.  

Rations or ind ic tments.  
case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  OP complaint. 

pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1979 cou r t  year does not equal the end pending f t g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year: 

i nc lude  pending f igures f o r  fe lony postconvic t ion appeals. This category i s  inc luded 

r, abatement. or m t i o n  t o  dismiss, and p r e t r i a l  are d i s p o s i t i o n s  fo r  auto t o r t .  mn-auto t o r t .  p roper t y  r i g h t s .  cont ract .  
ra t iwe.  ex t rao rd ina ry  w i t s .  and o the r  c i v i l  cases only .  

s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  cases only. 
decree o r  approved Settlement. decree or order  a f t e r  t r i a l ,  decree or g u i l t y  plea, and by order  o r  set t lement  are d i spos i t i ons  

res  o f  the prev ious page. 

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec to r  o f  t h e  Courts. Report on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1979 (Oklahoma C i t y .  Wlahoma). 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been Computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repo r t  



YORKERS' CMPEISATIMI COURTk 
c o u r t  of l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n a  

1 court .  7 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  D e c d e r  31, 1979 

399 

pending e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
Appeal : ......................... NIA NIA 

Total  c i v i l  NIA NIA 11.851 NIA 

- 11.851 N/A - Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case - 
..................................................... 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NfA NIA 11.851 NIA 

BOldfaCe headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
N I A  = This case type i s  handled by the  c o u r t ,  but  the  data are unavai lable.  

a t o u r t  i u r i s d i c t i o n :  ............ 
The spec ia l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  i n j u r i e s  t o  an employee w i s i n g  out o f  h i s  employment. 

A Case fo r  t h i s  Court i s  a new c l a i m  o r  an a n c i l l a r y  proceeding t o  an e x i s t i n g  c la im. 
dCare d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

kAdd i t iona l  in fo rmat ion :  
P r i o r  t o  July 1. 1978. the  name of t h i s  c o u r t  was the  State I n d u s t r i a l  Court. 

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec tor  o f  t h e  Courts, Report on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1979 (Oklahoma City. Oklahoma). 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o w u t e d  where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  

OK!AMMA COURT OF @AUK REVIEW 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 court. 3 d i s t r i c t  judges serve 
January 1. 1979 t o  W c d e r  31, 1979 

pending ~ pendinq eginn ng Disposed 

Zivi Id:  
Appeal : ......................... 9 2 9  Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case 11 5 - - 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 11 5 9 19 

i rand t o t a l  ...................................................... 11 5 9 19 

baldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  

)Case d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 

]Change i n  pending doer not equal t h e  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
A c i v i l  case i s  c m n t e d  wi th t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 

Figures are as given i n  the  annual report .  

;OUPCB: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  the  Courts, Report on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1979 (Oklahoma Cl ty .  Oklahonra). 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repor t  

OKLAbWA COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 court. 3 d i s t r i c t  judges serve 
January 1. 1979 t o  Oecder 31. 1979 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Appeal : 
Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case ......................... 0 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 0 

6 6 0 

6 6 0 

- 

;rand t o t a l  ...................................................... 0 6 6 0 
~~ 

o l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM p r o j e c t .  

Case d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 

ource: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Courts, Report on the  J u d i c i a r y  1979 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  hkve been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repor t  



400 
O y U H a u  W n I C I P A l  CRIMIllRL COURT OF RECORD 

Court  of l i m i t e d  ju r isd ic t ion  
2 courts. 2 judges 

January 1, 1979 t o  Cecevber 31. 1979 

There were no data for  cases handled i n  the Municipal Criminal Court O f  Record for 1979. 

OIUHML llllNIClPAL COURT WOT OF RECORD 
tourt o f  1 i a i  ted jur isd ic t ion  

167 courts 
January 1, 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

There were no data avai lable f a r  cases handled i n  the Municipal Court Not o f  Record for  1979. 



OREGON COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

COUNTY COURT (9) 
9 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclurive probate in 
6 counties. 

-Exclusive iuvenile in 
7c"Y"fies. 

40 1 

JUSTICE COURT (43) 
43judger 
lurkdiction: 
-Civil actions under'b1.000. 
small claims. 

-Mirdemeanorr. traffic. 
felony. preliminary hearingr. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Certiorari review of Court o f  Appeals 

deciGon.. 
- DirectappealrfromCircuitCourtron 

certain civil Case% 

COUNTY COURT (9) 
9 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclurive probate in 
6 counties. 

-Exclusive iuvenile in 
7c"Y"fies. 

1 

JUSTICE COURT (43) MUNICIPAL COURT 
43judger (177) 
lurkdiction: 177 judger 
-Civil actions under'b1.000. J " t i d i C l i 0 " :  

small claims. -Exclusive jurirdiction over 
-Misdemeanor% traffic. municipal ordinances. Traffic. 
felony. preliminary hearingr. 

Jury trials. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
lo  judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclurive appellate jurisdiction over 

criminal, constitutionality of city 
charter or ordinance, probate, 
juvenile, guardianship. domestic 
relations from Circuit cour t .  

- Appeals from adminirtrative agencies. 

DISTRICT COURT(23) 
5 1  judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under 83.000. 

I small claims. 
-Misdemeanors (fine le is  than 
$3.000. sentence less than 
1 year), traffic. felony 
p'el imiMie5. 

Six-man iury trial.. 

Appeals de novo. 

Certain t 
Civil  

cases. 

I 

CIRCUIT COURT (20)  I 
75judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction over civ i l  not 

granted exclurively to another 
~ o u r t .  Probate. 

- General jurisdiction over criminal 
not granted exclurively toanother 
CDUrt. 

-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo 

Jury trials. 

TAX COURT 

Intermediate 
.pp&tr 

court 

1 
i+ 

urlrdlction: 
Appeals from county boards of 
equalization and Oregon Department 
of Revenue. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
(177) 
177 judger 

-Exclusive jurirdiction over 
municipal ordinances. Traffic. 

Jury trials. 

Court of 
ldLt 

resort 

Courtr of 
ge"er.d 

iurirdiction 

Court5 of 
limited 

iurisdiction 

Indicate9 routeof appeal. t 



402 
OREGON SUPREME COURTa 
Court  o f  l a s t  resort  

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1979 t o  k c & r  31. 1979 

n 
pending e - - - T r -  pending F i l e d  01 rposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i r i l :  
Tax Court appeals .......................................... 
Court o f  AoDeals review al lowed ............................ . .  

Total ....................................................... 
Criminal  ..................................................... 
Appeal o f  . d . t n i s t r a t i r e  agency case: 

Admin i s t ra t i ve  agency review ............................... 
Yorker 's conpensation ...................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
Correct ions d i s c i p l i n a r y  review ............................ 

Total appeals .................................................. 
Por tcm" i c t i o " :  

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  pmceeding: 

Or ig ina l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
B a l l o t  t i t l e  ............................................. 
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Handanus ................................................. 
Other .................................................... 

Total ..................................................... 
Di r c i p 1  imry: 

J u d i c i a l  f i t ness  ......................................... 
Ear proceedings ............................................ 

Total ....................................................... 
Clr i .1 .................................................... 
C d i i i n a l  ................................................. 
J&""rniIC ................................................. 
i b i & ~ ~ i c t i o n  e: 

Pbstconvic t ion and habeas corpus ....................... 
Correct ions diSCiDl inarY review ........................ 

RCqIle$S t o  appeal : 
Pet i , t ionr  f o r  rev ie* :  

To.tal .................................................... 
m m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency review ........................... %AI o f  l b f n i s t r a i r c  agency carer :  

. .  
l ia i ke r ' s  conpensation .................................. 

Total ................................................... 
Total ..................................................... 

Total other cases ............................................. 
Total cases ..................................................... 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
---I( 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

109 
X 

X 
X 

6 X 
31 X 
63 X 
6 X 

106 X 

0 
56 

162 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

552 
714 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

92 
71 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

u r i t t e n  opin ion ....................... 195 

wl thout  ODinion ...................... 139 
D i m l r ~ c o  or  OtnePwlse disposed 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (average days) 

Not ice o f  appeal t o  date case a t  issue .............. 165 
Date case a t  issue t o  f i n a l  dec i s ion  ................ 197 
Not ice o f  appeal t o  f i n a l  dec is ion .................. 362 

w s p o s i t i o n  O f  appeals. 

Affirmed ................... 84 
Reversed ................... 72 
t b d i f i e d  ................... 29 
mrmi r red  w i th  op in ion ..... 3 
Miscellaneourm ............. 7 

Status o f  pending caseloadd (12/31/79) 

bt a t  issue 1 ...................... 22 
A t  issue ........................... 23 
Lhder advisement ................... 27 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
X * We data f o r  t h i s  case type a re  knmn t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  but  were not  ava i l ab le  by category. 

&Court j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
The Court o f  b ~ e a l s  assumed i u r i s d i c t i o n  over a l l  c i v i l  .weals from the  C i r c u i t  Court on January 1, 1978. .~ 

eCarer &f i n c l u d e d  i n  t he  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  
.. 

Peti%ons for review granted are not  c w n t e d  as d ispos i t i ons  u n t i l  t h e  a p p a l  i s  disposed; the  f i l i n g  o f  t he  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  not  
c e h e d .  There orantcd w t i t i o n s  are the numbers amcarina i n  oarentheses. 

9thange $A pending doe; not  eqkl the d i f f e r e n c e  between i i l i n g s - a n d  d i spos i t i ons :  

j E x o l d i M l o n  O f  data inc luded i n  t he  category:  
Fii&@$s'are a given i n  t he  annual repor t .  

Status o f  pending caseload data are given f o r  appeals and Or ig ina l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases only. 
'Categories f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  or t r i a l  data: 

D ispos i t i on  o f  appeals cha r t  includes data on ly  f P m  cases decided by w r i t t e n  opinion. 
Miscellaneous appeal d i spos i t i ons  i nc lude  cases of nandanur. other o r i g i n a l  j u r f s d f c t t o n  cases, and bar proceedings. 

Source: O f f i c e  O f  t he  State Court Admin is t ra tor .  26th Annual Re ort R e l a t i n  
Oregon). Sources of case data are avai lab le.  StatistiPCs are from ?he annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where 
necessary. 

t o  J u d i c i a l  Admin is t ra t ion i n  the  Courts o f  Oregon. 1979 (Salem. 
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10 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

403 

- - 
pending e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ....................................................... X 1.091 X X 
Cr imina l  : 

Cr imina l  .................................................. X 
T r a f f i c  ................................................... X 

Total  ...................................................... X 
Juven i le  .................................................... X 
Appeal o f  a d n i n i r t r a t i r e  agency case: 

Workmen's compensation .................................... X 
Admin is t ra t i ve  agency review .............................. X 
Correc t ions  d i s c i p l i n a r y  review ........................... X 
Parole board review ....................................... X 

Total  ...................................................... X 
Pos tconv ic t ion  reaedy: ......................... Postconvict ions and habeas corpus X 

Total  appeals ................................................ l X 6  

1.366 
109 

1.475 
67 

X 
X 
X 
X 

266 
200 
242 
67 

175 

48 r;um 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X m 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X m 
Total  caies ..................................................... 1,446 3,456 3.369 1.533 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Decis ion by op in ion  .................... 687 
Per curiam and memorandum decis ions .... 872 
Bench decis ions ........................ 497 
Oi rmi rsed/ t rans fer red  .................. 1.111 
Consol idat ion .......................... 202 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (average days) 
Won-criminal 

Not ice  o f  appeal to date care a t  i ssue ........ 
Date case a t  issue t o  f i n a l  dec is ion  .......... 70 
Not ice Of appeal t o  f i n a l  dec is ion  ............ 217 

=EP 

D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  appeal+ 

Affirmed .................... 1,703 
Reversed .................... 424 
b d i f i e d  .................... 107 
Dismissed on mer i ts  ......... 6 
Miscellaneous ............... 18 

Status O f  pending careload (12/31/79) 

Not a t  i ssue ............... 1.147 
A t  issue ................... 178 
Ulder advisement ........... 208 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH p r o j e c t .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

lSpecia1 source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 
Breakdowns f o r  t ime i n t e r v a l  data were supp l ied  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Court dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Wnformat ion an d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  data: 
This ana lys is  includes cases closed by Consol idat ion.  

Source: O f f i c e  O f  the  State Court Administrator.  26th Annual Report R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  Admin is t ra t ion  i n  t h e  Courts Of Ore on. 1979 (Salem, 
Oregon). Sources of case data a r e  ava i lab le .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been co$uted h e r e  
necessary. 



404 
OREWN CIRCUIT COURT 

Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
20 c i r c u i t s ,  75 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  k c & r  31. 1979 

pending B e g i n m n g  pending F i l e d  OiSpOIed 

C i  v i  Id: 
L a d  ........................................................... X X X X 
Equ i t yk  ........................................................ X X X X 
Domestic re la t i ons :  

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  
0;ssOIUtion ................................................ 13,171 26.873 26.795 13,249 

To ta l  ......................................................... 13,171i 28.967 26,7951 13.249' 
Adoption ..................................................... N I A  2,094 NIA .  N i A .  

E s t  a t  e : 
P,ob~tel*il lrlintestate: 

6uardianshiplconrervatorshipftrurteerhip: 
Decedents' estates ......................................... 6.695 4.669 4.713h 6,651 

Guardianship and conservatorsh ip ........................... 8.432 2.000 1,989 8,4459 
Tota l  ......................................................... 15.127 6.669 6,702 15,0969 

Mental cowetency ............................................ N I A  3,736 N/A N/A 
To ta l  c i v i l 1  .................................................... 44,9031 62.782 54,237i 47.57591 

Mental health: 

Crini nald: 
Felony: 

c r im ina l  ..................................................... 6 . 3 4 8 f h  16,643 15,503 7,488 

To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 6,348fh 16.643 15,503 7,488 

~ 

Juveni led: - ~ ~ ~ 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. NIA 15.573 N I R  N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 51.251fi 94,998 69,7401 55,39191 

C i v i l :  
L a w  and e q u i t y  ....... 
Macsiage d i s s o l u t i o n  . 
Toid ................. 

Grand m e a l  ............... Coii!#al ( fe lony)  ...... 1.313 
1,134 
2.447 

Non-jury 

1,470 
2.193 
3,663 

771 
4.434 

Total - 
2.783 
2.193 
4,976 
1,905 
6,881 

Age o f  pending caseload 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (average days) 

Age o f  cases t r i e d  ( f i l i n g  t o  t r i a l ) :  
C i v i l  from date o f  f i l i n g :  

Cr iminal  (felony) from date o f  

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  ................ 225.8 
A l l  c i v i l  ........................... 381.0 

a r ra ign ren t  .......................... 104.6 

c i v i l "  
Under 6 m n t h s  ..... ls;6m 
6+ t o  12 months .... 7,952 
Over 12 months ..... 6,234 
12+ t o  24 months ... 4.961 
Over 24 months ..... 1,273 
Over 36 months ..... (n )  

c i v i l "  
Under 6 m n t h s  ..... lsIbm 
6+ t o  12 months .... 7;952 
Over 12 months ..... 6,234 
12+ t o  24 months ... 4.961 
Over 24 months ..... 1;273 
Over 36 months ..... (n )  

Probatelwi 1 l s l  
i n t e s t a t e  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
504 

Criminal ( f e lony )  
3,960 

795 
700 
(n)  
(n ) 
( 0 )  

ere  not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

i o a t a  a re  no t  complete: 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f igures do no t  inc lude 

adopt ion cases. F i l i n g s  i nc lude  a l l  categories. 
Total c i v i l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i gu res  do not i nc lude  

adoption OP mental h e a l t h  cases. F i l i n g s  i nc lude  a l l  categories. 
Grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and pending f i gu res  do not i nc lude  

adoption. m n t a l  health. or j u v e n i l e  cases. F i l i n g s  inc lude 

d i s s o l u t i o n  cares. 
k M d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m t i o n :  

nding f i g u r e  f o r  the 1978 Court year does no t  equal t h e  a l l  categor ies.  
f i g u r e  f a r  the 1977 cou r t  year: C i v i l  t r i a l  data only i nc lude  t r i a l s  f o r  law, equi ty .  and marriage 

There were 16.605 la and e q u i t y  cases pending a t  the beginning of 

are as ca l cu la ted  from data given i n  the annual repor t .  
ending does not equal the dfference between f i l i n g s  and 

are as given i n  t h e  annual repor t .  t h e  1979 cou r t  year, 23.410 cares f i l e d ,  20.740 disposed. and 
19,275 pending a t  t h e  end o f  the cour t  year. 

C i v i l  age o f  pending caseload data i nc lude  law. equity. and 
marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  cases only. 

The number o f  c i v i l  and c r im ina l  cases pending Over 36 months 
are inc luded i n  the over 24 months category and Yere no t  
ava i l ab le  separately. 

f i gu re  f o r  decedents' estates was colrputed from f i l i n g  n ln format ion on t ime i n t e r v a l  or age o f  pending caseload data: 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t o t a l  c i v i l  cases was computed us ing 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  fop c r im ina l  and t o t a l  c r im ina l  was 

f i l e d ,  disposed, and end pending data fo r  the combined categor ies 
o f  lar and e q u i t y  ( " c i v i l " )  given i n  the annual repor t .  

computed from f i l i n g ,  d i spos i t i on ,  and end pending data. 

Source: Office O f  the State Court Admin is t ra tor ,  26th Annual Report Re la t i ng  t o  J u d i c i a l  Admin is t ra t ion i n  t h e  Courts of Oregon. 1979, (Salem, 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed mere necessary. 



OREGON T M  COURT 
Cour t  of general ju r i sd ic t ion .  

1 .iudae 
January 1. 1979 t i  &e&r 31. 1979 - w 

pendinp W n g  pending F i l e d  OiSpOSed 

: i v i i d :  . . . . .  
Appeal : 

Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 
Regular D i v i s i o n  ........................................... 84 
Small Claims D iv i s ion  ...................................... 40 

Total  ........................................................ 124 

78 
34 

112 - 
76 86 
58 16 - 134 102 

To ta l  c i v i l  ................................................... 124 112 134 102 

;rand t o t a l  124 112 134 102 ...................................................... 
C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  Time i n t e r v a l  data (median months) 

Re u l a r  Oiv i s ion  Small Claims O i v i r i o n  Total  Age of cases terminated: 
On the mer i t s  .............. ?. 42 1 1 7  Regular D i v i s i o n  .................... 16.5 
Dismissed or  s e t t l e d  ......... 34 17 51 Small Claims D iv i s ion  ............... 9.0 

Total  ......................... 76 58 134 

3oldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a r s i f i c a t i a n s  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  

fbwt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

general j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  the  Substant ive areas def ined by ORS 305.410. 
jCare d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  of count: 

Data from the  Oregon Tax Court are inc luded i n  the  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  char ts  because ORS 305.405 designates the  T a r  Court as a cou r t  of 

A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i th  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  Complaint. 

Source: Off ice  O f  the  State Court Administrator.  26th Annual Report Re la t i ng  t o  Jud ic ia l  Admin is t ra t ion  i n  the  Courts of Oregon. 1979 (Salem. 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  a n n u a l n  

OREGON DISTRICT COURT 
Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  

23 counties. 55 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Decwber 31. 1979 

W d  Disposed pendinq 
eg nmng 
pending 

C i r i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 13.630f 34,440 
SWII c la ims ................................................... 11,252fh 46.902 
Estate:  

Probatelwillslintestate: ......................................... 62 77 Decedents' es ta tes  - - 
Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 24.959fh 81.404 

34.056 14.014 
46,570 11,584 

s h  84 

80.681 25.682 

c r im ina ld :  
P r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing:  

Other c r im ina l :  
Felony ....................................................... 1,546fh 10.405 9.945 

Misdemeanor and v i o l a t i o n  offenses ........................... 35 28Efh 72.823 70.502 A 

To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 36.834fh 83,228 80.447 39.6151: 

Total  t r a f f i c  .................................................... 108.706fh 435.365 421.941 122.130k 

T ra f f i c :  __ __ __ __ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 170.49gfh 599,997 583,069 187.427 

Age o f  pending caseload 

small P r o b i t e l r i l l  s t  Pre l im inary  M h e r  
c r im ina l  .......... 7mir ......... 4.488 11,719 

Under 6 m n t h s  8 x 6  8,771 H I A  
6t t D  12 months 3.803 2.091 NJA 280 
Over 12 months .......... 1.315 722 NIA 282 4.062 17.043 
Over 36 months .......... (n) (n)  4 (n)  (n)  (n) 

w La* claims i n t e s t a t e  

(cont inued on next page) 



406 Oregon O i s t r i c t  Court (cont inued)  .... 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
N/A - This case t ype  i s  handled by t h e  cou r t ,  bu t  t h e  data a re  unavai lab le.  
X - T h e  data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category 

CJudge in format ion:  
A t o t a l  O f  51.9 f u l l - t i m e  equiva lent  judges Served i n  t h e  cou r t  dur ing the year. 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w l t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  Of count i s  the case number assigned a t  arraignment. 

fseginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 cou r t  year  does no t  equal the end pending f i gu re  f o r  the 1978 cou r t  year :  
F igurer  are as c o q u t e d  from data g iven i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

hFigure vas computed: 
Decedent's estates d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e  was c o q u t e d  from f i l i n g s  and pending data. 
Beginning pending f i gu res  were computed from f i l i n g s ,  d i spos i t i ons .  and end pending data. 

kAddi t ional  in format ion:  
The felony preli.inary bear ing pending f i g u r e s  do no t  i nc lude  113 cases c l a s s i f i e d  as i nac t i ve .  
The o the r  c r im ina l  pending f igures do no t  i nc lude  4,858 cases c l a s s i f i e d  as fnac t i ve .  
The t r a f f i c  pending f i gu res  do not i nc lude  32.967 cases c l a s s i f i e d  as i nac t i ve .  

" In format ion on t ime  i n t e r v a l  or age Of pending caseload data: 
The number O f  law. small claims. p r e l i m i n a r y  hearing. o t h e r  cr iminal .  and t raf f ic  cases pending Over 36 months are inc luded i n  t h e  over 12 

months category and were no t  a v a i l a b l e  separate ly .  

Source: O f f i c e  o f  the State Court Admin is t ra tor ,  26th Annual Report Relat ing t o  J u d i c i a l  Admin i s t ra t i on  i n  the Courts of Oregon, 1979 (Salem, 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

OREGON COUKTY c o m a  
Court Of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

9 counties, 9 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  k c e h e r  31. 1979 - 

nd 
pending w eglnmng pending Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
D w s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Estate: 
Adoption ..................................................... N I A  11 N I A  N I A  

ProGatefwi 11 s f i n tes ta te :  
115 oeteaentr' estates ......................................... 1901 

G u s r ~ i ~ n r h i p f c ~ n r e r v a t o r s h i p f t r u s t ~ ~ h i p :  
Guaraldnrhlp ana COnser#atOrsnlp ........................... 186 

Total ......................................................... 376 

nenta l  competency ............................................ N/A 
Mental, health: 

27 
142 

2 - 

l06h 

31 
137 

N l A  - 

199 

182 
381 

N/A 
T o t a l  civiii .................................................... 376i 155 137i 3 8 i i  

- - - J u v m i  led: - 

Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. M I A  94 N I A  N I A  

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... 3 7 6 i  249 i37 i  3 8 i i  

Age o f  pending caseload 

Decedents' estates ............ 40 
Over 36 months 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C1aSsi f icat ions used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
N/A I m i r  case t ype  i s  handled by the cour t .  bu t  the data are unavai lab le.  

*court j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Foui counties handle both c i v i l  and j u v e n i l e  cases. two handle only c i v i l .  and t h r e e  handle on ly  j u v e n i l e  cases i n  t h e  County Court. 

Akibil case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  OP complaint. 
A . juveni le case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n .  

dcaseFdef in i t ion or u n i t  of count: 

hFi.guy,i was cowuted:  

i o a t a ' s i e  no t  complete: 
't&'dentr' estates disposed f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g  and pending f i g u r e r .  

rocdl c i v i l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  do no t  i nc lude  data f o r  adoption and mental h e a l t h  cases. F i l i n g s  i nc lude  data f o r  a l l  
categories. 

GPmd t o t a l  Dendinq and d isPOSi t ion f iqures do no t  i nc lude  data f o r  adoption. mental competency. o r  j u v e n i l e  cases. F i l i n g s  i nc lude  data 
f o r  a11 c a t e g o r i i s .  

]Special source OP r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 
Bbginning pending f i gu re  f o r  decedents' estates was obtained from Oregon's 1978 annual repo r t .  

Source: O f f i c e  of the State COwt M m i n i s t r a t o r .  25th, 26th Annual Report Re la t i ng  t o  Jud ic ia l  Admin i s t ra t i on  i n  the Courts O f  Oregon, 
1978. 1979.(SaIem, Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  annual repo r t s  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



OREGON JUSTICE COURTf 
Court o f  lhfted j u r i s d i c t i o n  

43 Cmmts. 43 iudaes 

407 

January 1. 1979 to.kcnb;; 31. 1979 

tnd 
pending 5 pendinq F i l e d  Disposed 

w i ld :  
Law: 

................................................... 1 9691 631' 571fhi Small  c l a i m  
C i v i l  ........................................................ 474fhi 9921 951: 515i 

atdl civil ..................................................... 1,045fhi 3.0211 2.92oi 1.14fii 

. iminald:  

- 2.0291 _I - 

Mtsd-anor: ..................................................... 7 366i 2.1641 Offenses - 1,766fhi 7 . 7 6 4 1  A 

i o ta1  c r im ina l  .................................................. 1.766fhi 7.7641 7,3661 2.1641 

r a r r i c :  __ __ - __ 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... 15.508fhi 138,3371 135.4531 18.39Zi 

rand t o t a l l  ..................................................... 18.319fhi 149.1221 145,7391 21.702i 

o ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  the  C lasS i f i ca t ions  used by t he  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  

,Case d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  Of Count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  case number assigned a t  arraignment. . 

'Beuinninu Dendinu f i uu re r  for  t he  1979 Court Year do not equal t he  end oendinu f i uu re  fo r  the  1978 cou r t  Year: . .  
-Figur&are  a i  ca icu la ted  from data given in the  annual ' report .  

'Figures ueve computed: 
, 
IOata are no t  complete: 

Beginning pending f igures were computed frm f i l i n g .  d i spos i t i on ,  and end pending data. 

Only 32 j u s t i c e  cour ts  repor ted  data for 1979. Incomplete data were repor ted  f o r  t he  cou r t  loca ted  i n  Chl loquin,  Klamath County. Courts 
beg in  t o  repo r t  data as they are added t o  the  s t a t i s t i c a l  repo r t i ng  system. 

jource: Of f i ce  o f  the Sta te  Court Administrator,  26th Annual Report Re la t i ng  t o  J u d i c i a l  Admin is t ra t ion  i k  the  Courts O f  Orcqon, 1979 (Salem. 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



408 
CREGON MUNICIPAL COURfl 

Court of l i m i t e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  
177 courts. 171 Judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  k & r  31. 1979 

tnd 
pending F i l e d  O i  spored Beginmng 

pending 

C r i d n a l d :  
Ordinance v i o l a t l o b :  .................................................. 22 3341 1,606: Other  cases sfhi 23.7151 A 

T o t a l  criminal .................................................. 6,225fhi 23.7151 22,3341 7.6061 

. . -. . , - . 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  

n a j w  t r a f f i c  offenses ....................................... 6.141fhi 15,924i 
minor t r a f f i c  offenses ....................................... 34.340fhi 173.510! 

T O ~ ~ I  ......................................................... 40 481fhi 189.4341 L __ 
14.5961 7,4691 

168,258! 39.592: 
182,8541 41,0611 

To ta l  t v a f f i c  ................................................... 40.481fhi 189,4341 182,8541 47,0611 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 46,706fhi 213,1491 205,188i 54,667i 

Ju;y l l o n - p r y  T o t a l .  
Crimina1 ....................... 3.547' 
T r a f f i c :  

Major t r a f f i c  offenses ....... X x 4.011i 
Minor t r a f f i c  o f fenses ....... X x 21.2181 

Tota l  ......................... X X 25.229: 
Total ........................... X X 28.776' 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  ClaSSi f iCat ions w e d  by the CSIH p ro jec t .  
X = The data fo r  t h i l  case t ype  are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l ,  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  case number assigned a t  awaignrnent, 
A Syry t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A "on-jury t r i a l  i s  counted when the f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

F@uures a re  as ca lcu la ted  from data g iven i n  the annual repor t .  
fBegj$y pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 cou r t  year doer no t  equal the end pending f igure f o r  the 1978 cou r t  year: 

hF igq++ps  computed: 

ioata,  h i e  not complete: 
Beginning pending f igures were cowu ted  from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending data. 

tmVy 129 Munic ipa l  Courts repor ted data f o r  1979. 
Courts begin t o  repact data as they are added t o  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t i n g  system. 

P a r t i a l  repo r t s  were received from th ree  m n i c i p a l i t i e i :  Coqui l le ,  
S is ters .  

, and 

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  State Court Admin is t ra tor ,  26th Annual Report R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  Admin i s t ra t i on  i n  t h e  Courts of Oregon. 1979 (Salem, 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



PENNSYLVANIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

ISUPREME COURT I 

of statute. 
9 judger Felonious homocide. 7 judges 
Jurisdiction: Right to publicoffice. Jurirdiciion: 
~ Originaljurirdiciionincivilartionr Contempt, probate. - Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 

Court of Common Pleas except thore involving thecommonwealth or any of Suppression o f  a 
it. officerr. district attorney. directly appealable to Supreme Court 
. Appeals from administrative agencies. Right to irrue iublic or Commonwealth Court. 

local government, eminent domain. debt. - Non-governmental equity appeals. 
and "on-profit CorpDration matters. Decirionr of Orphanr 

Court Division. 

7 just ices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears direct  appeal^ in feloniour 

homicide. right i o  publicoffice, Probate 
or Orohanr Court matters. contemnt 

- 

I cares.'and queriionr of conrfitu- 
i ionalityofartatute. Other appeals I are dircretionarv. 

Non-profit 

Government. 
Eminent domain. 

COrpOrdiionL. 

I' 

I . May arrume pl&ary jurisdiction over 
any matter inany court at any stage 
of  ihe proceeding3 i f  i t  is a question 
of immediate public importance. I 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (59 )  
313 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Original jurisdiction in all civil 

matters. Orphanr Court Division 
handler probate. 

- Original jurisdiction in all criminal 

- Exclurive jurisdiciion in juvenile. 
Appealrde novo. 

lury trials. 

. 
matters. 

PITTSBURGH CITY 
MAGISTRATES 

Juridiction: 
I 7 magirtrater 

- Matters relating to  the health. safety, 
orwelfareof any plareof human 
habitation. 

- Misdemeanors and municipal or- 
dinances (fine less than $500 or 
sentence less than 90 days). 
Felony pveliminarier. Exclurive 
jurisdiction overall summary offenre' 
under the motor vehicle laws 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
20 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
. Landlord and tenant, assumpsit and 

trerparr claims under$l.OOO. 
. ~ ~ i ~ i n a l o f f e n r e r w i t h l e r r  than5-year 

liminary hearings except for homicide 
and rape. 

N o  iury trial.. 

Motor vehicle laws. Pre- 

DISTRICT JUSTICE 
COURT (555)  
531 justices of ihe p a c e  
l""diCti0": 
- Civil maiterr under $2,000. 
- Offenre.withfineunderP500andlor 

sentence up to 90 days. 
Preliminary hearings in mort criminal. 
Some moiorvehiclerares. 

N o  jury trials. 

TRAFFIC COURT 
5 judger 
Jutisdiction: 
. Exclusive jurisdiction of all summary 

offenses under the motor vehicle 

N o  jury trial 

409 

Court o f  
lari  

rerort 

Intermediate 

COYrtL 
appellate 

1 
Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courtr of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicate3 route of  appeal. t 
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PENNSYLVAYIA SUFKDIE COURT 

Court of l a s t  resort 
1 j u s t i c e s  

January 1. 1979 t o  k & r  31. 1979 

pending m pending F i l e d  O i  sposed 

cases: 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. -8 547 

7 T r  

Other cases: 
Origin.1 proceedings: ............................................... N I A  1 D i s c i p l i n a r y  N I A  (j ) 

.................................... - 228 
Requests t o  appeal: 

.............................................. 1.052 229 
P e t i t i o n s  fo r  a l l o c a t u r  N I A  1,052 

Tota l  o t h e r  cases 7 l jT  

To ta l  cases ................................. i .................... NIA 1.850 (215)e NIA ( z i 5 ) e  776 

Other oroceedinas: 
&he; m t t e r s y  ...................................... Mlscel laneous p e t i t i o n s  w/LI 1,315 N I A  3 

To ta l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... N I A  1.375 N/A N/A 

Manner Of d i s p o s i t i o n  

M a j o r i t y  op in ions ................ 277m 
Per curiam ....................... 126 
O i s d p l i n a r y  orders w r i t t e n  ...... 56 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  ClaSSi f icat iOns used by t h e  CSIn p r o j e c t .  
Blank space - Not enough i n f o r m t i o n  i s  known. The case category m y  o r  may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
N I A  * This care t ype  i s  handled by t h e  cour t .  bu t  t h e  data are unavai lab le.  

%ares not inc luded i n  the t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  

j E x p l a n t t i o n  Of data inc luded i n  the category: 

'"lnfdm&ion on t ype  o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  o r  t r i a l  data: 

Petji,tions f o r  a l l o c a t u r  t h a t  have been granted a re  not counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  appeal i s  disposed: a f i l i n g  i s  no t  counted f o r  t h e  

Data on t h e  number of d i s c i p l i n a r y  cares f i l e d  ape inc luded  i n  t h e  appeals f i l e d  f i gu re .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  277 m a j o r i t y  op in ions w r i t t e n  the re  were 55 concurr ing opinions, 12 concurr ing and d i ssen t ing  opinions, 146 d i ssen t ing  

Ceru l t i ng  appeal. These granted P e t i t i o n s  f o r  a I I o C a t w  are t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

opinions. 17 Opinions i n  support O f  a f f i rmat ion.  21 opin ions i n  support o f  reversa l ,  and 2 separate op in ion wr i t t en .  

Source: M m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  O f  the Pennsylvania Courts. 1979 Annual Report (Phi ladelph ia.  Pennsylvania). 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o v u t e d  where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual 



PENNSYLVANIA SUPERIOR COURT 
I n t e r r e d l a t e  appe l l a te  cwrt 

7 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  l k c d e r  31. 1979 

41 1 

pending 5 pending F i l e d  Disposed 

:ases: 
Appeals ........................................................ N I A  
To ta l  appeals ................................................. 137n 

4,047 
a;vsr 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  pmceedingr  ......................................... 
ReaUeStS t o  aoDea1 ........................................... .. 

To ta l  Other CaSeS .............................................. - - - - 

Total cases ...................................................... N I A  4,047 N l A  NIA 

t h e ?  proceedings: 
Other r a t t e r s :  

Miscel laneous p e t i t i o n s  ...................................... N/A 3,548 

Tota l  Other proceedings ......................................... N I A  3.548 

N/A & 
N I A  N I A  

Manner O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Y r i t t e n  opin ions f i l e d  ........... 1,751 
Memarandurn opin ions .............. 853 

o l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
;lank space - Not enough in format ion i s  known. 
IIA - This  case type i s  handled by the court.  but the data are unavailable. 

The case category may or may not be handled by t h e  cou r t .  

:ource: Admin i s t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  of the Pennsylvania Courts. 1979 Annual Report (Phi ladelph ia.  Pennsylvania). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

PENNSYLVANIA COCU)IPIf.MTH COURT& 
I n t e d i a t e  appe l l a te  court 

9 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  kc&r 31. 1979 

h d  
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
Appeal of t r i a l  court case: 

Appeals f rom Court of Cornon Pleas ......................... 
Transfers from orhe? cour ts  ................................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
D i r e c t  admin i s t ra t i ve  appeals .............................. 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 
lippeal o f  a d a i n i i t r a t i w  agency case: 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...................................... 
Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 

Tota l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 
Tota l  cases ..................................................... 

N I A  
N I A  
NIA 

4% 

N I A  

Imr 

672 
50 

722 

1.931 
I;ms 

233 

T f s  

X 
X 
X 

X 
A 

X 

7 

N l A  
N I A  
N I A  

4 
N I A  

7 

M I A  2.886 2,414 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Y r i t t e n  opin ions handed down .............. 1,389 
Yithdrawn. d iscont inued ................... 553 
Remanded, t rans fe r red .  or dismissed ....... 311 

2 
S t r i cken  from l i s t  ........................ 19 
Consolidated .............................. 140 

Dismissed f o r  l ack  o f  prosecution.. ........ 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C1as1i f icat ians used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  

NIA - This case type i s  handled by t h e  court.  but t h e  data a re  unavai lab le.  
Blank Space Mt enough in format ion i s  known. The care category may or  may not be handled by t h e  court.  

X - The data fo r  t h i s  case type w e  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
The Commonwealth Court on l y  handles cases i n v o l v i n g  o f f i c i a l s  o r  o f f i c e s  Of t h e  Cornonwealth o f  Pe?nsylvania. 

Source: Admin i s t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  of t h e  Pennsylvania Courts. 1979 Annual Report  (Phi ladelph ia,  Pennsylvania). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual  
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA COURT OF C W O N  PLEAS 

Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
59 cour ts .  313 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  & c e d e r  31. 1979 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i r i l d :  
DO.e*tic re la t i ons :  

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  
Divorce .................................................... 17.848 41.132 41.321 17.3299 

Support lcustody: 
Custody .................................................... 1.207 7.510 7.223 1,3469 

M o p t i o n  .................................................... 1.128 6.346 6.296 1.2419 
Other domestic re la t i ons :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 8,827 63.416 58,075 13.7169 
Total ......................................................... 29,010 118.404 112,915 33.6329 

Estate: 
P ro6a te lw i l  I s l i n t e s t a t e :  

Orphans' cou r t  audi ts  ...................................... 1,466 19.787 19.723 1,4699 

C i v i l J  ....................................................... 21.432 22,472 21,447 21,7369 
A r b i t r a t i o n  .................................................. 13.914 28,342 26,793 15,463 

Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 597 7,914 8,024 3009 
Other  c i d l :  

Tota l  ......................................................... 35,)46 50.814 * 37.1999 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 66.419 196.919 188.902 72.6009 

cr iminald:  
Fc lonyfds~emeanor :  

Appeal : 

Postconvic t ion ready: 

Cr iminal3 .................................................... 25,339 60.335 53.751 

niScei ianeourj ............................................... 2.807 12.566 12,474 

Postconvic t ion appeals ....................................... __ 863 864 647 __ 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 29,009 73.765 66,872 

27,8859 

2.8739 

1,080 

31.8389 

J u r m i  le: - - ~ - 
Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 5.887 39,685 38.943 6,5529 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 101,315 310,369 294.717 110,9909 

T r i a l d  C i v i l  d i ipOSi t ionsm Criminal ( f e lony lm isdeaanor )  d i spos i t i ons  

Nan-.ur Total Sett lement ................... 9.284 G u i l t y  pleas .................... 24,006 

W l i i n a l  ( f e lony1  S t r i cken  ..................... 1.322 ARD ( r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program) 10,406 
,m"rsaePanor) ........ 2.726 4.647 7.373 Transferred t o  a r b i t r a t i o n  .... 923 Rule 1100 ....................... 424 

ToCal .................. 4.421' 8.830' 13.251i ( r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program) ...... 112 

c i v i l  ................. 6% d8 5;8TBi 

Ju{&ile .............. N I A .  N I A .  NII\ Other ........................ 1.161 D ispos i t i on  i n  l i e u  o f  t r i a l  

Hearing-sett led .............. 2.879 Nalle prossed ................... 7,373 .... 

Grand j u r y  d ismissals  ........... 359 
Other ........................... 3,698 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C l l l l s i f iCa t ionS  used by the CSIN p r o j e c t .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count: 
A el311 case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  O f  a p e t i t i o n  or corrplaint.  
Tl ie.criminal case u n i t  o f  Count i s  t h e  number of defendants on t h e  i n fo rma t ion  or ind ic tment .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  sentence, i f  adjudged g u i l t y .  

Fi'gures are as given i n  the annual repor t .  
Bthange i n  pending does no t  equal the d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

1 Oat 
i a l  and c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  data inc lude only  c i v i l  carer  i n  t h e  o t h e r  c i v i l  category. 

I f i gu res  were ava i l ab le  fo r  j u v e n i l e  cases. 
n of data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 
nder o t h e r  c i v i l  includes. trespass, assumpsit. equ i t y ,  and miscel laneous c i v i l  cares t h a t  are counted when t h e  case i s  placed at 

anor inc ludes felonies, nisdemsnors. and t r i a l  de novo f o r  appeal. 
c r i m i n a l  appeals from D i s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  Courts and o the r  mi ice l laneour  cou r t  act ions. 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Pennsylvama coupti .  1979 Annual Report (Phi ladelph ia.  Penorylvania). S t a t i s t i c s  ape from the annual 1* repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cowu ted  where necessary. 



PHILADELPHIA MUNICIPAL UJURT. PENIISVLVANIA 
Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 court. 20 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Dec-r 31. 1979 

413 

pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 
, i v i l d :  
Small C 1 . i ~  ................................................... 3.799 28.179 28.001 3.917 
Real p roper ty  r i gh ts :  

Other c i v i l :  
Landlord and tenant .......................................... 780 

Code enforcementj ............................................. 4 457 I 

18.782 

24.852 

18.350 1.212 

25,188 4.121 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 9.036 71.813 71.539 9,310 

:r iminald:  
Misd-amr: 

Cr imina l  ......... ? ........................................... 5.506 28,705 28.568 5.0529 
Pr i va te  complaints1 ........................................... 0 5.619 5.556 3619 

Tota l  ......................................................... 5.506 34.324 34,124 5,4139 
P r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing ............................................ 1.041 12,895 11,790 1.6559 - 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 6.553 47.219 45.914 7.0689 

:rand t o t a l  ...................................................... 15,589 119,032 117.453 16.3789 

Non-jury t r i a l d  

Cr iminalm ............ 2.838 

Criminal  d ispor i t ionsm 

G u i l t y  pleas .................... 3.005 
Nolle prossed ................... 13.962 
ARO ( r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program) .... 8.467 
Grand j u r y  dismissals ........... 0 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C1aSI i f iCat ions  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  or C o q l a i n t .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  Of count i s  t he  number of defendants on t he  informat ion o r  indictment.  
A "on- jury t r i a l  is.cOunted i f  t r i e d  t o  c o q l e t i o n  (dec is ion) .  

This was due i n  pa r t  t o  the  placement of 602 recwds i n  deferred s ta tus  and the  re ins ta te ren t  o f  11 other  records dur ing  the  court y e w .  a 
Figurer a re  as given i n  the  annual repor t .  

"Pr iva te  complaints" are c r im ina l  Complaints f i l e d  by a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n :  "Cr iminal"  complaints are f i l e d  by the  po l i ce .  
Code enforcement per ta ins  t o  v i o l a t i o n s  regarding housing, property.  etc.  

Cr imina l  t r i a l s  and c r im ina l  d i s ~ o s i t i o n  tYDes a re  Only fo r  the  c r im ina l  CateQorY l i s t e d  as ' t r i a l  cases." Which do not i nc lude  o r e l i d n a r v  

There ape no j u r y  t r i a l s  i n  t h i s  court .  
9Change i n  pending does not equal the  di f ference between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

JExplanat ion o f  data included i n  the  category:  

'Categories f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data:  

net change O f  -591 cases. 

- .  .~ ~ 
~. 

hear ings o r  summary proceedings. 

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  Of f i ce  of t he  Pennsylvania tour ts .  1979 Annual Report (Ph i lade lph ia .  Pennsylvania). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  
annual repo r t  except t h a t  tota ls  have been computed where necessary. 

PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC WUIIT. PENWSVLVMU 
Court  of l imited J u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 cour t .  5 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  D e d e r  31. 1979 

tna 
pending F i l e d  Oisposed Beginm ng 

pending 

T r a f f i  cd: - - 
Total  t r a f f i c  ................................................... U l A  1,093,331 480.766 N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  1,093,331 480.766 N I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSlH p ro jec t .  
N I A  = This case type i s  handled by the  court .  but the  data a re  unavai lable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
The t r a f f i c  care u n i t  O f  count i s  t he  number o f  defendants on t he  informat ion.  indictment.  o r  complaint. 

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i ce  O f  t h e  Pennsylvania Courts, 1979 Annual Report (Phi ladelphia.  Pennsylvania). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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PW(SILVAMIA D I S ~ I C T  JUSTlCE COURT 

Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
555 courts. 531 j u s t i c a -  of the peace 
January 1, 1979 t o  k c & r  31. 1979 

nd 
pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 

C i r i l d :  
La": ............................................. NIA 184,150 180,066 N/A C i v i l  complaints I __ 

Tota l  c i v i l  N/A 184,150 180.066 N l A  ..................................................... 
Criminald:  

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  

P r e l i m i n a r y  hearing: 

Other cr im ina l :  

N o n - t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n s  ........................................ N/A 258,223 217.117 NIA  

Misderneanorlfelony Conplaints N I A  96,822 88.869 N I A  ................................ 
Summary complaints ........................................... 120.685 lp6.741 N/A 

To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. N I A  475,730 412,727 

T ra f f i c :  - 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... NlA 1.137.900 1.047.714 

NIA  

N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  1,797.780 1,640,507 NIA  

Non-jury t r i a l d  

C i " i 1  ................................ 40,029 
Cr imina l  ............................. 49.870 
T r a f f i c  .............................. 103.822 

To ta l  ................................. 193.781 

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Ordinance Pre l im inary  Other 
v i o l a t i o n  c r im ina l  To ta l  

Non-jury t r i a l :  
T r i a l  conv i c t i on  ...................... 16,031 _ _  11.910 27,941 ............................. 7.203 21,929 Acqui t ted 14,726 _ _  

Subsdantive de fec t i ve  ................... 1.387 _ _  323 1,710 

h a s r e  t o  l oca te  ........................ 10.199 _ _  8.361 18.560 

G u i l t y  plea ............................. 151,712 4.242 52,761 208,715 

YiDhd$awal of Rrorecut ion ............... 15,525 13.615 14,295 43,495 

Se$,tXed a t  or before  t r i a l  .............. 2,621 4.588 7.582 14,791 
tIbtia,:8 t o  cour t  a t  p r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing  ... _ _  30,669 -- 30.669 

Uafver of p r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing ........... _ _  17.410 -- 17.410 
Decldred f u g i t i v e  -_ 
DiZrnaral  a t  p r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing ........ -_ 12,796 _ _  12,796 

....................... 2.609 _ _  2,609 
Oiher 4,916 2.880 4.306 12,102 ................................... 

C i v i l  d i s p o r i  t i o n s  

Se t t l ed  a t  o r  before t r i a l  ..... 36.830 
Judgmnt by de fau l t  ............ 83,256 
Uithdrawal o f  complaint ........ 3.309 
Oismissed Without p re jud ice  .... 4.567 
Closed--no serv ice  ............. 7.166 
Other .......................... 4,909 

T ra f f i c  d i spos i t i ons  

.. . 
Acquit ted .................... 61,573 
T r i a l  conv ic t ion  ............. 42.249 

G u i l t y  plea .................... 826,790 
Substantive defect  ............. 6.377 
Uithdrawal of prosecut ion ...... 41,593 
Unable t o  loca te  ............... 41,114 
Other .......................... 28,018 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C lass i f iCa t ions  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  

?A- Not appl i cab1 e. 

d b s e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o r  unit of count: 

I This case type i s  handled by the  cour t .  but  t he  data are unavai lable.  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case unit of count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on the  informat ion.  indictment,  or complaint. 
A non-,dry t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  Completion (dec is ion) .  

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i ce  of t he  Pennsylvania Courts, 1979 Annual Report (Ph i lade lph ia .  Pennsylvania). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  annual 
repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. 



PITlSBU!W CITY M G I S T I U E  COURT. PEIUISILVANIA 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 coyr t ,  7 l d g i s t r a t e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  Q c e a k r  31. 1979 

41 5 

Lnd 
pending Beglnmng pending F i l e d  01 sposed 

C i r i l d :  
Real proper ty  rights: 

Housing Court ................................................ 
Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 

C r i m i  nald: 
P r e l i a i n a r y  hearing: 

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  

Other c r im ina l :  

I n d i c t a b l e  cases ............................................. 
Miscellaneous c i t a t i o n s  ...................................... 
Sumnary cases ................................................ 

T o t a l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

Parking: 

Other t r a f f i c  v io lat ions:  
Parking t i c k e t s  processed .................................... 
Moving 'v io la t ions ............................................ 
I n d i c t a b l e  cases ............................................. 

Total .......................................................... 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Total cases ...................................................... 

& 
N f A  

MIA 

N f A  

N I A  

N f A  

- 

N I A  

N I A  
N f A  
M I A  

N fA  

- 

2.038 

2.038 

7.600 

800 

20.900 

310.531 

32.627 
2.334 

345.492 

N I A  2.1191 368,430 M I A  

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c1assi f iCat iOns used by t h e  CStM p r o j e c t .  
NfA - This case type i s  handled by the   COUP^. but t he  data are unavai lable.  
-_ - Not appl icable.  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n s  or u n i t  o f  count: 

i o a t a  are not  conplete: 

Source: Admin is t ra t ive O f f i ce  of t h e  Pennsylvania Courts. 1979 Annual Report (Phi ladelph ia,  Pennsylvania). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  o r  conpla in t .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number o f  defendants on t he  in format ion.  indictment,  o r  Complaint. 

Tota l  cases f i l e d  f i g u r e  does not inc lude c r im ina l  o r  t r a f f i c  cases. 

repo r t  except t h a t  totals have been conputed whew necessary. 
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PUERTO RICO COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
ajustices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Reviews judgments and decirionr of 

Court o f  First Instance', and cases on 
appeal or review before the Superior 
Court. 

- Reviews rulingsol the Registrar of 
Property and r u l i n g  of certain ad- 
ministrative agenrier. 

SUPERIOR COURT' (11) 
94 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $lO,Ooo. actions in 

connection wi th taxes, eminent 
domain. and divorce. 

- Felonies and misdemeanors (except 
thore vested in District Court). 

Review d i n g s  o f  administrative 
agencies (except thore reviewable by 

Jury trials in Criminal cases; non-jury i i  

- Carer concerning minorr. 

Supreme Court). 

criminal and civil. 

94 iudeer 
l"n5d;ction: 
- Civil actions under $10.000, except 

rhorematterrin whichcoenizanceii 
given totheSuperiorCouyt. 

of municipal ordinances. 

C i V i l .  

- Certain misdemeanors and violations 

No jury tr ials; "on-jury in Criminal and 

4 

f 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (11) 
12 ipdss 
Jurirdiction: 
- Civil in"estigdd0"L. - Probable cause hearings, search war- 

rants. rummonree. warcants of im- 
prisonment, warrants to release from , jai l ,md bails. 

No trials 

I MUNICIPAL COURT (35) 
33 iudger 
J"riwliCti0n: 
- Civil invertigationr. 
- Probablecause hearings. search war- 

mnt3, summonses, warrants of im. 
priro"ment. warrants to releare from 
jail. and bails. Violations of municipal 
ordinances. Accepts guilty pleas. 

No trials. I 

Court of 
I h t  

resort 

Court of 
6e"eral 

jurisdiction 

courts o f  
limited 

jurirdiction 

Indicates routeof appeal. 
'The Court  o f  F i r i t  Instance consists of  two divisions: t the Superior Court and the District Court. 

"- 



41 7 PUERTO RlCO SUPREME COURT 
C o u r t  of l a s t  resort 

8 j u s t i c e s  
July 1. 1978 t o  Jum 30. 1979 

pendinq 3 eg1nnrng pending 01 sposed 

: a s s :  

C i v i l  ........................................................ 5 45 40 10 
Criminal  ..................................................... 58 117 101 74 
Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agcncy case: 

Min imm wage board ......................................... 0 1 0 1 
l n d u s t r i a l  Comiss ion ...................................... 14 58 64 8 
Reg is t ra r  o f  proper ty  ...................................... 0 11 6 5 
Labor Relat ions Board ...................................... 9 15 19 5 
Board of E lectors  .......................................... 0 2 2 0 

Total ....................................................... 23 96 91 19 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. -736 -m -237 -IFI 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
l n j u n c t i o n  ............................................... 0 1 1 0 
Habeas corpus ............................................. 0 6 5 1 
Mandamus ................................................. 0 9 7 2 
hro warranto ............................................. 4 0 4 0 
U r i t  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  ...................................... 0 1 1 0 

Total ..................................................... 4 17 18 3 

Corporate d i s s o l u t i o n  .................................... 5 0 5 0 
Professional conduct (against lawyer)  15f . .  3 6 12 
Br ing ing  o f  charge (against judge) ........................ 2f 5 2 5 
Complaints of Puerto Rico Bar Associat ion ................ 1 0 0 1 

To ta l  ..................................................... 23f 8 13 18 

C e r t i f i c a t i o n s  ........................................... 2 2 3 1 
Total 29f 27 34 22 

C e r t i o r a r i  65 422 416 71 
C i v i l  reviews loof  472 483 89 

To ta l  ....................................................... 165f 894 899 160 
Tota l  o the r  cases ............................................. 194 927 933 I 82  

O i s c i p l i n a r y  s t t e r :  

.................... 

Advisory opinion cases: 

....................................................... 
Requests t o  appeal: ................................................. .............................................. 

- 

..................................................... Tota l  cases 280 1,170 1.165 285 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  Status o f  pending care load (6/30/79) 

. Opinion ................. 81 Cases i n  process 
Per curiam .............. 30 Submitted t o  be resolved 
Y i thou t  op in ion ......... 1.054 Appeal I: 

C i v i l  .................... 4 6 
Cr im ina l  ................. 8 66 
Agency ................... 6 13 

To ta l  ..................... 18 85 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  .... 0 3 
Oi rc ip1 ina ry  mat ter  ...... 2 16 
Advisory op in ion  ......... 0 1 

Tota l  ..................... 2 20 
nequerts t o  appeal ......... 18 142 

To ta l  cases ................. 38 247 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

D ispos i t i on  o f  cases 

Appeals C i v i l  A l l  o ther  
c i v i l  cr imina1 *"cy Tota l  reviews carer Tota l  

Affirmed ................... 3 56 10 69 25 11 105 
Reversed ................... 5 9 25 39 67 73 179 
b d i f i e d  ................... 2 5 2 9 41 15 65 
Oismissed .................. 27 30 6 63 5 3 71 
Y r i t  denied ................ 0 0 45 45 330 325 700 
Other ...................... 3 1 3 7 15 23 45 

Total ....................... 40 101 91 232 483 450 1.165 

-- 

3oldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I Y  p ro jec t .  

f8eginn ing pending f i gu re  fo r  the 1979 cour t  year does no t  equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 Court year. 
Figures a re  as given i n  the annual repo r t .  

jExplanat ian of data inc luded i n  the category:  
F i l e d  f i gu res  i nc lude  new f i l i n g s  and res to red  cares. 

jource: Off ice of Court Admin is t ra t ion.  Annual Report 1978-1979 (Hato Rey. Puerto R i m :  1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are  from the annual repo r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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PUERTO R I C O  SUPERIOR COUIT 

Court  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
11 d i s t r i c t s  . 94 Judges 

July 1 . 1978 t o  June 30 . 1979 

t"d 
pending F i l e d j  Disposed Beglnnlng 

pending 

C i r i  I d  : 
Law: 

Debt c o l l e c t i o n s  ............................................. 2.2561 
Yages ........................................................ 205f 

Tota l  ......................................................... 2.461f 
Tor t  ........................................................... 6. 92gf 
cont ract :  

Contract  executions .......................................... 17f 
Contract r a t i f i c a t i o n  ........................................ 1 
note cance l l a t i on  ............................................ 192f 
Specific performance t o  contract  ............................. 88f 
Contract  cancel la t ions ....................................... 40f 
k t i o n  bf ' n u l l i f i c a t i o n  ...................................... lllf 
A f f i .  d a v i t s  rev i s ion  .......................................... 0 
D isso lu t i on  o f  corporat ion or f i rm ........................... 10f 

Tota l  ......................................................... 459f 

Proper ty  ..................................................... 4. 673f 
Transfer of f a r m  t i t l e  ....................................... Of 
C l a i m  o f  r i g h t s  .............................................. 39Zf 
Expropr ia t ion ................................................ 1.930f 

Tota l  ........................................................ 6.99Sf 

Marriage d i sso lu t i on :  
o i  Yowe .................................................... 7.8891 

Other d k s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ..................................... 7.06gf 
Tota l  ......................................................... 14.958f 

Real property rims: 

D a e s t i c  re la t i ons :  

TI: m a l  of a b i n i s t r a t i v e  agency case: 

1.807 
142 

1.949 
3.560 

8 

1.930 
159 

2. 089 
3.510 

2.133 
188 

2.321 
6.979 

8 
1 

289 
52 
36 
49 
0 
4 

439 

6.8681 
0 

592 
927 

8.387 

17 
3 

194 
3 

291 
47 
46 
42 
0 
1 

438 

6.650 
21 

579 
563 

7. 794 

83 
M 

104 
0 
7 

458 

4. 4551 
21 

379 
1.566 
6. 402 

6.803 
6. 131 

12.934 

161 

20.458 
10. 249 
30.707 

138 

21.544 
11.187 
32. 731 

16gf 146 

(j ) 
1461 

1.143, 

.. . .  
Taxes ...................................................... 
Appeals .................................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Extrao.6 d%ry w i t s  ............................................ 
Other iwi l :  

Other special proceedingsj  ................................... 
Li&$e t o  bear a r m  ......................................... 
OiXap! 1 i t y  .................................................. 
@fer act ions1 ............................................... 

Totdl  ......................................................... 

Appeal o f  t r i a l  cou r t  case: 

Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Mfi 
760f 

(j ) 
1381 

1. 278 

10. 455 
36. 978 

17 
1.242 

48. 692 

2.625f 
1.698f 

If 
1.890f 

6.220f 

10. 125 
37. 406 

18 
1.257 

48. 806 __ 

2. 955 
1.270 

6 
1.875 
6. 106 - 

38.951f 97.251 36.256 94.556 

Criminald: 
Fc1on)r ........................................................ 8.056f 
Mi.< m i n o r  ................................................... 6.490f 

Appeal ......................................................... (j) 

Total c r im ina l  ................................................. 14.692f 

Jurcnilcd: 

P G W y  hear ing ........................................... 146f 

CrGWl-type offense: 
OTd?$es ...................................................... 977f 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 977f 

9. 242 

720 
9. 221 

0 

9.897 
9.042 

722 
0 

19. 661 

7.401 
6.669 

144 
0 

14.214 19.183 

5,858 

5.858 

5.509 

5.509 

1. 326 

1.326 

~ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 54.620f 119.597 122.421 51.796 

u d  C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons1  

Total 
Law ..................... 
Tort .................... 
Contract  ................ 
Real property r i g h t s  .... 
DaDestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Marr iage d i s s o l u t i o n  .. 
Other domestic 

r e l a t i o n s  ............ 
Tota l  .................. 

rippeal of admin i r t ra -  
t i r e  agency care ..... 

w e a l  o f  t r i a l  cou r t  
case ................. 

Total .................. 
Extraord inary w r i t s  ..... 
Other c i v i l  ............. 

Tota l  c i v i l  .............. 

&#peal: 

Set t l ed  
339 

1.241 
33 

941 

Oismissed 
939 

1.547 
143 

2.737 

5.939 

5.338 
11.277 

24 

Transfers .- 
72 

154 
12 
85 

208 

Uncontested O t h e r m  
171 568 
99 469 
71 180 

2. 415 2.209 

7. 681 7. 704 

2. 461 8021 
10. 142 8.506. 

77 31 

C i r i l :  
I+? ................................... 

c t  .............................. 
p e r t y  rights .................. 
'F d i s s o l u t i o n  ................ 

@m"h;.i b s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ............ 
Tota l  ................................ 
 ARM^ o f  a m n i s t r a t i v e  agency use 
A h 1  of t r i a l  cou r t  case .......... 

Tota l  ................................ . Extraord inary w i t  .................... 
Other c i v i l  ........................... 

Tota l  .................................. 
Felony ................................ 
Msd-anor ........................... 

Tota l  .................................. 

.................................. 
Rla t i 0 "S :  

A p p a l :  

Criminal  : 

Grand t o t a l  .............................. 483 

235 
386 

57 
753 

235 
386 

57 
753 

_ _  _ _  .. .. 
.. 
.. .. 

12 

1.532 
1.544 

13 

2.054 
683 

2.737 

2.054 
683 

2.737 
1.054 
1.262 

17 
( j  1 
17 

186 
751 

5.122 

17 

'i3 
186 
751 

5.122 

1 

'q 
40 

201 m 

( j l  (ji 
77 

187 213 
42. 974 8 7 2 1  
56.136 13.048 

82 
769 

T m !  

621 
3.990 

21.278 451 
32 

483 

2.177 
2.263 
4.440 
9.562 

2.628 
2.295 
4.923 

10. 045 
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Cr imina l  d i spos i t i ons  

Pre l  id nary  
Felon). Misdemeanor hear ing Total 

Jury  t r i a l :  
Convicted ..................... 255 18 _ _  273 
Acqu i t ted  ..................... 196 14 _- 210 

Non-jury t r i a l :  
t anv i c ted  ..................... 1.327 965 _- 2.292 
Acqu i t ted  ..................... 850 1,298 _- 2.108 

G u i l t y  p lea  ..................... 4.206 2.378 _ _  6.584 
Total  c o n v i c t i o n  ................ 5.788 3.361 _ _  9.149 
M s n i r s e d  ....................... N/A N I A  _ _  6.913 ..................... 269 Transferred N/k N/A -- 
Probable cause found ............ -- -_ 279 279 
No probable cause found ......... _ _  _ _  286 286 

Age o f  cases a t  d i spos i t i on :  

less  than 3-6 
3 months m n t h s  

lass  than 1-2 

C i v i l  ........ 50.461 a;ms 

1 month m n t h s  
Cr imina l  ..... T T 

less than 1-2 
1 month m n t h r  

J u v e n i l e  ..... -7!6?- 

6-9 
m n t h s  m 

2-3 
m n t h s  
-s(pT 

2-3 
m n t h s  r;rrrr 

Time I n t e r v a l  data (nwnthr)  

9-12 12-18 18-24 24 months 
m n t h s  m n t h s  m n t h s  and over 
m T ; m h - m -  948 

3-4 4-5 5-6 6-9 9-12 12-15 15-18 18-21 21-24 24 m n t h s  
m n t h s  m n t h r  m n t h s  m n t h s  m n t h s  m n t h s  m n t h s  m n t h r  m n t h s  and over  
- m - ~ T - B s T ~ ~ m r - - r r - - s s 1 7 6  

3-4 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-10 10-13 13-19 19-25 25 m n t h s  
m n t h s  m n t h s  m n t h r  m n t h s  m n t h r  m n t h r  m n t h s  m n t h r  and Over T T - r r C - T r T T - n - 1 6  

Age O f  pending careload (6/30/791 

6 months 6 m n t h s  1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 6-7 7 years 
and under to618ygar ye.+ YE+ ye+ b n h  over 

C i " i 1  ....... 17.569 -375- 
Cr imina l  .... 6,273 1.326 1,325 798 791 982 827 491 1.257 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p ro jec t .  
WlA I This case type  i s  handled by the  cour t  bu t  t he  data are not  avai lable.  -- - Not app l i cab le .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  of a P e t i t i o n  or conp la in t .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  t he  number of charger. 
The j u v e n i l e  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number O f  charges f i l e d .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  ve rd i c t  o r  decis ion.  

fThe beginning pending f i gu re  fo r  t he  1979 cou r t  year does no t  equal the  end pending f i gu re  f o r  t he  1978 cour t  year: 
Figures are  as given i n  t he  annual report .  

iData are not  complete: 
C i v i l  appeals t o t a l  f igures  do not inc lude appeals O f  t r i a l  court cares. #weals of t r i a l  court cases data are inc luded by category w l t h  

o t h e r  c i v i l  data fo r  caseload inventory,  t r i a l .  and d i s p o s i t i o n  data. 
jExp lanat ion  o f  data inc luded i n  the  category: 

F i l e d  f i gu re r  inc lude o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s ,  t rans fers ,  and reopened cases. 
Appeals o f  t r i a l  court cases are  inc luded according t o  the  case type fo r  careload inventor ies .  t r i a l ,  and d i spos i t i on  data. 
The number O f  appeals f i l e d  i n  each Category was given. bu t  t he  number o f  d i s p o s i t i o n s  and pendings could not be separated. 

Other special  proceedings inc lude dec la ra t i on  of he l r .  con f isca t ion .  pepmission of law, and recovery. 
Other ac t ions  inc lude dec la ra t i on  of p r i v a t e  t i t l e .  n u l l i t y  o f  f raudulent t respass, and supplementary orders issued t o  impugn the  document. 

Figures so marked were cor rec ted  by the  a d m i n i s t r a t l v e  o f f i c e  of t he  cou r t  d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

C i v i l  non- jury t r i a l s  are the  number Of contested Cases concluded. 
Appeal o f  t r i a l  court case data are inc luded acording t o  the  case type f o r  c i v i l  t r i a l  and c i v i l  d i spos l t i on  data. 

There were 
c i v i l  appeals and c r im ina l  appeals f i l ed .  

1 S p e d a l  source o r  rev i s ion  i n  the  data: 

mcategopies fo r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  data: 

Source: Of f i ce  of Court Administrat ion,  Annual Report 1978-1979 (Hato Rey. Puerto Rico: 19801. S t a t i s t i c s  are frm the  annual repor t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o w u t e d  where necessary, and add i t i ona l  informat ion was suppl ied by the  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  o f  t he  court  
d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



PUERTO RlCO DISTRICT COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 8  cour ts .  94 judges 
Ju ly  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
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tnd 
pending F i l e d j  Oisposed 

Beginning 
pending 

C i r i  Id: 
La*: ............................................. ........................................................ ......................................................... ........................................................... 

Debt c o l l e c t i o n s  14.186f 39.332 37.762 15.756 
Yager 5521 874 914 512 

Tota l  14.738f 40.206 38,676 16.268 
Tor t  1.692f 2.045 1.942 1.795 
Real p roper t y  r i gh ts :  

00 .es t i c  relat iO"6: 

Appeal: 

Taxes 
Other c i v i l  : 

..................................................... Proper ty  410f 629 675 364 

............................................. Family r e l a t i o n s  269f 3,573 3.475 367 

Appeal of I d . i n i s t r a t i r e  agency case: 

Special proceedings 944f 4.039 4,113 870 
R h e r  502 

To ta l  1.4461 - 4,801 4.902 1.345 

To ta l  c i v i l  18.558f 51.262 49.677 20.143 

...................................................... 3 8 7 4 

762 789 475 
.......................................... ........................................................ ......................................................... 

..................................................... 
C r i d n a l d :  

Misd-anor: 

Ordinance v io la t i on :  
.......................................... Cr im ina l  categor ies 8.304f 42,099 41.321 9,082 

Pre l im ina ry  hear ing mf 15,358 15,851 9,394 
........... MIA R I A  N I A  I n f r a c t i o n s  o f  m n i c i p a l  ordinances except t r a f f i c  N/A ............................................ 

.................................................. Tota l  c r im ina l  18.181i 57.4671 57,172i 18.4761 

T r a f f i c :  __ - - __ 
................................................... 53,402 53.740 7.515 Tota l  t r a f f i c  7.853f 

~~~~ ...................................................... Grand t o t a l  44,592fi 162.13ii 160.5891 46.1341 

W d  

Jur-vNon-jury 
Ciri1:. 

La* ......................... 3.942 
Tort  .,..!) ................... 405 
Real p p e r t y  r i g h t s  ........ 124 
o o R & e k l a t i o " s  .......... 50 Aw~f$li:' 

0 %&. 
o t t i & * i V i l  ................. 1.043 

To ta l  ........................ 5.564 
Cr iminal  .................... -- N I A  
Traf i f ic  ....................... N I A  

a1 of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
agen~cx case ............ -- 

T r a t f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Non-jury t r i a l :  
Convicted .................. 2.191 
Acqu i t t ed  .................. 2.562 

G u i l t y  p lea .................. 36.209 
Dismissed .................... 12.330 
Transferred .................. 448 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

To ta l  Se t t l ed  Oismissed Transferred Uncontested other 

405 T o r t  378 892 121 85 466 
3.942 Law ................... 1.512 21.076 686 4.559 10.843 

124 Real proper ty  r i g h t s  .. 45 312 26 111 181 
50 Cumestic r e l a t i o n s  .... 2 148 41 2,958 326 

.................. 
b p e a l :  

~~ 

b p e a l  of admin is t ra-  ... 0 r i v e  agency case 2 5 0 0 0 

5.564 Tota l  .................. 2.057 23,865 960 9,582 13,213 
1.043 &her c i v i l  ........... 118 1.432 a6 1.869 1,397 

N/A 
NIA Criminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s L  

Pre l iminary 
Ilisdemeanor hear ing 

M n - j u r y  t r i a l :  

G u i l t y  p lea .............. 14,401 -- 14,401 
To ta l  conv i c t i on  ......... 16,752 -_ 16.752 
Oismissed ................ 18.787 2.098 20,885 
Transferred .............. 71 1 _ _  711 
Transferred t o  Superior 
Court on mirderneanor .... -_ 250 250 

No l l e  prosequi ........... _ _  2,252 2,252 
Probable cause found ..... _ _  7.194 7.194 

Convicted .............. 2,351 _ _  2.351 
k q u i t t e d  .............. 5,071 2.546 7.617 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSIM p r o j e c t .  
N I A  = This  care t ype  i s  handled by the court bu t  t h e  data were unavai lab le.  -- = Mt appl icable.  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: {Data a re  no t  complete: 

jExplanat ion of data inc luded i n  t h e  category: 

T a t e g o r i e r  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  or 
complaint. 

The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number of charger. 
A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  OP decision. 

t h e  end pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year. 

Tota l  c r im ina l  and grand t o t a l  caseload and t ype  o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

F i l e d  f i gu res  i nc lude  o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s ,  t rans fe rs ,  and reopened 

C i v i l  "on-jury t r i a l s  a re  t h e  numbw Of contested C i v i l  carer  

data do no t  i nc lude  ordinance v i o l a t i o n s .  

fThe beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 Court yea? doer no t  equal cases. 

Concluded by t r i a l .  
F igures are as given i n  the annual repor t .  

Source: Off ice Of Court Admin is t ra t ion.  A n n u a l  Re a r t  1978-1979 (Hato Rey. Puerto Rico: 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where neceESary, and a d d i t i o n a l  data were suppl ied by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c o w t  du r ing  data 
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are frm the annual repo r t  except 



PUERTO RICO JUSTICES OF M E  PEACE 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  ju r isd ic t ion  

11 courts, 12 judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
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There were no data available for cases handled by the Justices o f  t h  Peace for 1979. 

PUERTO RICO WUWICIPIU COURT 
C o u r t  of l imi ted  ju r isd ic t ion  

35 courts. 33 judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

There were no data avai lable for cares handled by the Municipal Court for 1979. 
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RHODE ISLAND COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5j"EtiCe. 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final civil and criminal appellate 

jurirdiction. 

19jurtirer 
Juridiction: - Civil actions over $5.000, equity. con. 

demnationr. naturalization. 
- Extradition. Exclurive felony 

jurisdiction. 
- Zoning Board appeals. 
Appeals de novo. 

re30rt 1 

13judges 
Jurirdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, m a l l  

claim3 under'l500. mental health. 
Housing code  violation^. 

- Violation offenrer, misdemeanors, 
felony arraignments. 

- Administrative agency appeals. 

Noiurv trials. 

e "OVO. 

C C e r t i O r o r i .  

4 

Court o f  
general 

jurisdiction 1 
Jurisdiction: 39judger 

violations, traffic. 
caserrelating tojuveniler, "on-support No jury trials. 

- 
FAMILY COURT I 
11 judger 
lurirdiction: 

Domestic relai ion~, nonsupport, 
paternity. 

- Adult crimes against juveniles. 
- Juvenile delinquency, dependency, 

mental health, and traffic. 

J I 
Court3 of 

limited 
jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. f 



RHOOE ISLAND SUPREKE COUT 
Court of l a s t  resort 
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5 j u s t i c e s  
October 1. 1978 t o  Z e p t d e r  30. 1979 

End 
Disposed pendinp F i  1 ed 

Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i * i 1 :  
Regular c i v i l  ... ; .......................................... 24oh 
Domestic re la t ionr lcustodyladopt ion ........................ 37h 

Tota l  ....................................................... 271h 
Cr im ina l  ..................................................... 119h 
Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency care: 

Yorkmen's compensation ..................................... 45h 
Total appeals ................................................. T k I h  

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus ............................................ gh 
Miscel laneous p e t i t i o n s  .................................. i h  

To ta l  ..................................................... 10h 

Bar d i s c i p l i n a r y  ......................................... 4h 
Disdpl in . ry :  

M v i s o r y  opinion: 

Total ........................................................ 23h 

C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................. 105h 

...................................... $ C e r t i f i e d  questions 
Other .................................................... 

Requests t o  appeal: 

Total o t h e r  cases ............................................. 

184 
31 

215 
82 

33 
--sm 

26 
15 
41 

9 

7 
1 

55 

98 
-I56 

176 
29 

205 
Y 

32 
-Ex 

29 
12 
41 

10 

9 
1 

61 

126 
-IBT 

248 
39 

287 
1k7 

46 
-w[T 

6 
4 

10 

3 

7 
0 

20 

77 
--97 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 5691 

Other proceedinqs: 
Othei  matters: 

A r b i t r a t o r  appointments ...................................... N I A  
P e t i t i o n s  on bar exam ...................................... : NIA 

Total ......................................................... A 
Tota l  o the r  proceedings ......................................... N I A  

486 

X 
X 
X 

26 

- 

478 577 

N I A  
NIA 
yA 

n/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH p ro jec t .  
X * The data f o r  t h i s  Case type are known t o  be i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

fseginn ing pending f i gu re  For the 1979 court year does no t  equal t h e  end pendlng f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1978 court year: 

N i g u r e  was computed: 
F igures a re  as given i n  the annual repor t .  

Beginning pending f igures w e w  ca lcu la ted  from f i l e d .  disposed. and end pending f igures provided by t h e  Admin i s t ra t i ve  Off ice o f  t h e  Courts. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the M m i n i s t r - a t i v e  O f f i c e  Of t h e  Courts. 
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RHmE I S M  SUPERIoI( C m T  

Court of general J u r i s d i c t i o n  
k count ies.  19 justices 

January 1. 1979 t o  hc&r  31. 1979 

tnd 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginmng 

pending 
Civi ld:  

-1: ................................... .................................................... h e a l  ef t r i a l  court UY X NIA NIA NIII 

Tota l  c i v i l  7.087 NIA MIA WIA 
0 t h  c i v i l  N/A X & 3 

..................................................... 
Criminald:  

F e l  ow(.( sdceamr:  
Defendant cases .............................................. N l A  

Appeal ......................................................... n l A  

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. NIA 

2,515 
l.asl 

3.582 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N I A  10,669 4.092i NIA 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSlU p r o j e c t .  
N l A  - This case type i s  handled by the  cou r t  but the data a re  unavai lable.  
X - The datb fo r  t h i s  case type are k n o n  t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  but  ! e r e  not  ava i l ab le  by category. 

dCare d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

1Data are not c a p l e t e :  

Source: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or conpla in t .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  t he  nuder  of defendants on the  I n d i c t m n t .  

D i s p o s i t i o n  data ! e r e  ava i l ab le  fo r  f c l o a y l d s d n n o r  cares only. They do not  inc lude any dril cases o r  any c r i d n r l  appeals. 

UnpuQllrhed d a t a  provided by the  Admin is t ra t ive Of f ice O f  t he  Courts. 



RH)OE ISLAND OISTRICT W T  
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 divisions. 13 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Ceccdber 31. 1979 
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Lnd 
pending F i l e d  D l S P O I e d  Beglnnlng 

pending 
c i v i l d :  

La*: 
Regular c i v i l  ................................................ N I A  

Small claims ................................................... NIA 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... NIA 

Criminald:  
Mi  s d a p a n o r i  J ................................................. WIA 

Felony ........................................................ N I A  
P r e l i l l n a r y  hewing :  

23,425 
8.161 

31.586 

28.4231 

7,297 

18,'425 
5.869 

24.294 

21.1663 

7.170 

NIA 

NIA 

1/1 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. U I A  35.720 34,336 

T r a f f i c i J :  - - - - 
.................................................. NIA rota1 t r a f f i c j  NIA (11 (1 I 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... N/A 67.3061 58.6301 NIA 

Jury I b n a  
C i v i l  ........................ 
Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  ......... -- 985 985 

Total  ......................... -- 3,637 3.637 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
N I A  = This case type i s  handled by the  court but  t h e  data a re  unavai lable.  -- - Not appl icable.  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  01- u n i t  o f  count :  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The Criminal  care u n i t  O f  count i s  t he  number o f  indictments o r  complaints. 
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the  po in t  when an opening statement or  the  i n t roduc t i on  Of any evidence Occurs. 

changed pleas. 
Cr iminal  t r i a l s  inc lude 

'Data are not conplete: 
Misdemeanor and grand t o t a l  f igures  do no t  inc lude m t o ~  veh ic le  v io la t i ons  handled by the  Admin is t ra t i ve  M j u d i c a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  o f  the  

Demr tnent  o f  Transoortat ion.  
T r a f f i c  (motor veh ic le )  v i o l a t i o n s  .handled by t h e  Admin is t ra t i ve  Adjudicat ion O iv i s ion  of t he  Oepartlnent Of Transportat ion are  not included 

T r a f f i c  cares not handled by the  Admin is t ra t i ve  Ad jud ica t ion  O i v i r i o n  are inc luded w i t h  the  misdemeanor data. 

T r i a l  data were provided by the  Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i ce  o f  t he  Courts dur ing  data vePi f i ca t iOn.  

The number o f  c r im ina l  t r i a l s  inc ludes  cases disposed a f t w  a changed plea. 

i n  f i gu res  given. 
jExp lanat ion  Of data inc luded i n  the  category:  

lSpecial source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 

'Information on disposition type an t r i a l  data: 

Source: Admin is t ra t i ve  Of f i ce  Of t he  Coupts, Report on t h e  Jud ic ia ry ,  1979 (Providence. Rhode Is land) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are frm the annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o w u t e d  where necessary. and add i t iona l  i n fo rma t ion  was provided by the  M m i n i s t r a t v e  O f f i c e  o f  the  
Courts dur ing  data v e d f i c a t i o n .  
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RHDDE lSUN0 FMILV COURT 

Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
4 count ies.  11 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

tnd 
Disposed pending F i l e d  Beginning 

pending 
C i v i l d :  

O o r s t i c  R1at io "s :  
marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  

Absolute d ivorce ........................................... N t A  5.188 
Adoptla ..................................................... N/A 492 
Other d m e s t i c  re la t i ons :  

Terminat ion of parenta l  r i g h t s  ............................. WtA 137 
Total & EQlJ 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... N t A  5.817 

......................................................... 

N t A  WIA 
N t A  N t A  

NtA  N t A  
II/A 

N t A  N t A  

J u r t n i l e :  
C r i m i n a l - t m  of fmse: 

bn -o f fense :  

Other juvenile: 

Yaywardtdelinquent ........................................... 
Dependency. neglect ,  and abuse ............................... 
Chi ld  marriages .............................................. 
&her 

i ........................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

i 
i Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

N/A 7.195 

Ntk 589 

N t A  63 
NtA 310 

-!!!A - 373 

NtA 8.157 

N t A  NtA 

N t A  N t A  

N I A  N t A  
N l A  N t A  

M 3 
N t A  N t A  

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N t A  13.974 N t A  NtA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
NtA = Thls care type i s  handled by the  court,  but t he  data are unavai lable.  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or c q l a i n t .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  the number o f  i nd i c tnen ts  or c o n p l a i n t i .  

~ 

Source: M m i n i s t r a t i v e  Off ice of t he  Laurts.  Report on t h e  J u d l c i r r y ,  1979 (Providence, mode I s land ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repor t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  h i ve  been CMputed where necessary. ! 

RHmE ISUWJ M I C I P N  MUIT 
cwrt o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 c w r t s  
JJnuary 1. 1979 t o  D e m e r  31. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Municipal  Court f o r  1979. The Municipal  Courts are l o c a l  cou?ts operated 
independent ly by tw c i t i e s .  

RHmE ISUNIJ PllOBITE CWRT 
C w r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

39 cwrts, 39 judges 
January 1. 1Y79 t o  Deceder  31. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  the  Probate Court f o r  1979. The Probate CouPt func t i on  i s  handled by independent probate 
judges chosen and paid by each of t he  39 c i t i e s  and towns. 



SOUTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

A f A k 
CIRCUIT COURT (16) 
31 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Civil actione over $100 (may vary to 
$l,OOO). 

- Felonies, misdemeanors (except if 
heard in inferior courts). 

- Juvenile (if no Family Court). 

J w y  trial 
, 

427 

- 

- 

I SUPREME COURT 

FAMILY COURT (16) 
4b fudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Family support, and protection. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over delinquent, 

Nojury trials. 

Adoption. divorce. 

neglected, or abandoned children. 

f 
PROBATE COURT (46) 
4b judger 
J"tisdiCti0n: 
- Estates, burinerr of minors and in- 

competents, guardians. trustees. 
mental  commitmentr. 

- Juvenile ( i f  no Family Court). 

No jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT (8)' 
8 fudges 
Jurirdiction variei: 
- Civil acfionr under $7,000 (but may 

vary to $25.000). divorce. adoptions. 
- Some accept guilty pleas. some hear 

certain felonier. 

CIVIL AND I CRIMINAL COURT (111' . .  
11 judger 
Jurirdiction variei: 
- Lawandequityunder$l,ooo(but 

mayvary to $300.000). 
- Some have limited criminal jurirdic- 

tion. others hear a l l  but serious 
felonies (sentence less than 10 years). 1 . J trials. 

I J"risdiCll0": 
- Law and landlord-tenant under $200 

(but ~ W Y ~ T Y  to$1.000). 

MAGISTRATE COURT (319) I ' MUNICIPAL COURT (241) 
319 maairtrater 241 judger 

Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance  violation^, 

criminal w i th  fine less than 5100 
and sentence less than 30 dayr. - Crimindl wi th fine less than $200 

oreentence leer than 30 dayr. Felony 
preliminaries. No criminal jurisdiction Jury 
i f  there is a County Court. 

J"ry trials. I I  

Court o f  
last 

resort 

Court  of 

jurirdiction 
general 

Cour t ro f  
limited 

iurirdicrion 

, 

t Indicate3 muteofappeal. ' +During thc~ourtyear,allCoun~CourtrandCivllandCtiminalCourtrwerepharrdoutandc~~pndingin thcmwere transferred tothecircuit 
Court.NonewereleftonJuly1.1979at thecl-af thecourt year. 



SOUTH CAROLIN4 SUPREIIE COURT 
Court of l a s t  r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1979 t o  & c e d e r  31. 1979 

Appeals; 
c i v i l 3  ....................................................... X 
C r i m i n a l j  .................................................... X 
Pos tconv ic t ton  wmedy: 

Postconv ic t ion  ............................................. X 
Total  appeals ................................................. X 

pending Beginmng pending F i l edd  O i  spored tnd 

Carer: 

433 X 220 
184 X 89 

24 
702 X 333 

- - 85 X 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ........................................ X 
Disciolinan l a t t e r  .......................................... X 

ro ta1  ......................................................... X 
Requests t o  appeal ............................................. X 

Total  o ther  cases ............................................... 1( 

5 
8 

13 

-Ts 

X 
X 
X 
- 

X 

0 
0 
0 

0 

Total  cases ..................................................... 125fh 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters:  

Motions (supersedeas. extensions Of time. no t i on  t o  

Motions t o  s e t t l e  record ..................................... 0 
dismiss,  ect.) ............................................. 0 

l a t a 1  ......................................................... gf 
Total Other proceedings ......................................... Of 

715 

431 
251 
688 

688 

- 

507 

429 
245 
674 

674 

- 

Manner of d i spos i t i on  

Regular opinions .................... 261 
Hemrandurn opinions ................. 246 

D ispos i t i on  o f  appeals 

A f f i rmed ....................... 256 
Reversed ....................... 23 
Reversed and remanded .......... 48 
Aff i rmed and remnded .......... 3 
Remanded ....................... 4 
Other .......................... 82 

333 

8 
6 

14 

14  

pl:$ace ;headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a r r i f i c a t i o n r  Used by the  C S I M  p r o j e c t .  
nl&:nk~~$i?k = mt enough i n f o r m t i o n  i s  known. 
X = fh;%%a fo r  t h i s  case type  a re  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l ,  but  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

dcare d u i n i t i a n  o r  u n i t  o f  count:  

The case category my or may not be handled by the  cour t .  

In t h i s  court .  cares are counted a t  docket ing ra the r  than a t  t he  f i l i n g  O f  t he  no t i ce  o f  appeal. Many cases are  dismissed between f i l i n g  
766 were docketed. 780 dismissed, and 510 pending a t  the  no t i ce  o f  appeal and docketing. In 1979, 1.816 no t i ces  af  appeal were f i l e d :  

t he  end of the  year. 
f l k g i n n m a p e n d l n g  f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1979 Court year does Ont equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 Court year:  

F i g h e s  are as given i n  the  annual repor t  o r  ca lcu la ted  from f i gu re r  g iven i n  the  annual repor t .  
nFigure wb"i computed: 

The>b%$(rning pending f i gu re  fo r  t o t a l  cases was colrputed f r o m  the  f i l e d .  disposed. and end pending f i gu re r  given i n  the  m p u b l l s h e d  data 
n % * % A d  Dv tho Clerk of the Court. ~,,~",~~,"-- -, ................... 

jExplanaei1pn o f  data inc luded i n  the  Category: 
CiwJ!t&eals inc lude ' " s t ra igh t "  appeals and Rule 29 appeals and appeals o f  cases from the  Family Court. 
cr iCi$i%ppealr  i nc lude  regu la r  and '"no mer i t "  appeals. 

Source: The Jud ic ia l  Departnent of South Carol ina,  Annual Report 1979 (Dar l ing ton .  South Carol ina).  and unpublished data Supplled by t h e  
c le rk  O f  the  Court. 
necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repo r t  and the  unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed *here 



SOUTH CAROLINA CIRCUIT c o w a b  
Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 6  C i r c u i t s .  31 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Oec-r 31. 1979b 

End 
pending Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

__ __ C i v i l d :  - - 
Total c i v i l  ................................................. 18.301f 36.349 31,368 23.282 

Criminald: 
Felanylnirdemeanor: 

C r im ina lJ  .................................................... 8 639f L 31 746 A 7.628 

To ta l  c r i m i n a l j  ................................................. 8,639f 31.746 32,757 7.628 

Grand t o t a l >  ..................................................... 26.940f 68.095 64.125 30.910 

Cr iminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

c o n v i c t i o n  ......................... 1.255 

G u i l t y  p lea--other  charge .......... 2.026 
A c q u i t t a l  .......................... 340 
Oisnissed ( j u d i c i a l  d ismissal )  ..... 1.173 

G u i l t y  plea-whole charge .......... 21,536 

No1 -prossed ........................ 5,831 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  (bond est reated) .  .. 52 
Transferred ........................ 544 

Age o f  pending careload 

0-90 91-180 181-365 365440 Over 540 
days days days days days 

Criminal: 
Felonylnisd-anor ...... 2,282 1.419 1.023 552 2.352 

b l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSIH p ro jec t .  

X o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
The C i r c u i t  Court i n  b u t h  Carol ina i s  d i v ided  i n t o  two pa r t s :  c i v i l  cases a re  heard i n  Court Of C o m n  Pleas. c r i m i n a l  cases i n  t h e  Court 

o f  Genera1 sessions. 
'Particu1a; cou r t  0; r e p a k i n g  system in format ion:  

On J u l y  1. 1979 t h e  County Courts were phased aut. and a l l  cases pending i n  them were t rans fe r red  t o  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court. 
The r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  f o r  t h i s  COuPt changed i n  1979 from t h e  f i s c a l  year t o  t h e  calendar year. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or conpla in t .  
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  Count i s  the number o f  indictments. 

F igurer  are as g iven i n  t h e  annual Peport and add i t i ona l  i n f a n a t i o n .  

Cr iminal  data fo r  felonylnisdemeanor. t o t a l  cr iminal .  and grand t o t a l  inc lude c r i m i n a l  carer handled i n  the County Court and C i v i l  and 

As a r e s u l t .  t he re  i s  a 6 m n t h  lapse i n  
r e p o r t i n g  data between 1978 and 1979. 

[care d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 

i 

Beginning pending f i gu re  f o r  the 1979 Court year doer not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 Court year: 

iExplanation of data inc luded i n  the category: 

cr imina1 cour t .  

ource: The Jud ic ia l  DepdPtment o f  south Carolina. Annual Report 1980 (oa r l i ng ton ,  b u t h  Caro l ina) .  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from annual Peport except 
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SOUTH CARDLIM COUNTY corn@ AND CIVIL AND CRIMI~UIL  COURT^ ,k 

Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
Bb cwr ts .  8 judges: 11 courts.  11 judges 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1 9 7 8  

End 
pending F i  1 edk Disposed Beginning 

pending 
C i r i l d :  __ - - - 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 8,040 7,41911: 10,6671 4,792 

Criminald:  - 
~ ~ ~ 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. ( k l  ( k )  ( k l  (k )  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 8.040i 7.419ik 10.6671 4.1921 

TPiald 

C i v i l  ................... 410 

C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons  

Settlement ...................... ea7 
Voluntary dismissal  ............. 2.198 
Involuntary  d ismissal lnonsui t  ... 1,103 
Defaul t  ......................... 3.439 
Transfer t o  other  cour t  ......... 196 
F ina l  Order ..................... 1.754 
Other d i s p o s i t i o n  ............... 680 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  ~ 1 a s s i f i c a t i o n ~  used by the  C S l M  p ro jec t .  

W a r t i c u l a r  cou r t  o r  repo r t i ng  system in format ion:  i D a t a  are not  complete: 

kAddi t ional  in format ion:  

& r i n g  the  year,  nine County Courts were phased out and a l l  cases 
pending i n  them yere t rans fe r red  t o  the  C i r c u i t  Court. On 
July 1, 1979. the  remaining e igh t  Courts were phased out and 
a11  cases oendino i n  then were t rans fe r red  t o  the  C i r c u i t  Court. No new cares were f i l e d  i n  the  Countv Court a f te r  A D r i l  1. 1979 

Data f o r  c r im ina l  cases handled i n  t h i s  cour t  a re  not ava i l ab le  
here. 

d&se d e f i d t i o n ' o r  u n i t  of count: by order o f  the Supreme Court. 

inc luded i n  the  c r im ina l  sec t i on  of  t he  C i r c u i t  Court data 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  Pending. f i l e d .  and disposed f i gu res  fo r  t o t a l  c r im ina l  are 

The c r im ina l  care u n i t  o f  Count i s  t h e  n u d e r  o f  indictments.  chart.  A t o t a l  o f  2,728 c r im ina l  warrants were f i l e d .  
complaint. 

A t r i a l  i s  Counted i f  the  Case i s  Concluded by t r i a l ,  and judgment 
on the v e r d i c t  has been rendered and f i l e d .  

Source: The J u d i c i a l  Department o f  South Carolina, h n u a l  Report 1980 (Dar l ington,  South Caro l ina) .  S t a t i s t i c s  ape from the annual repor t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. 

S O U M  CAROLIN4 FAMILY COURT 
Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

16 cour ts .  46 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  & c e d e r  31. 1979 - Oilposed pending 

eg n m n g  
pending 

End 

X X X X C i r i  1d j  : ......................................................... - 
Total c i v i l  41.308 43.738 13.333 ..................................................... 15.763 

- - - 

Traf f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  r i o l a t t o d  ....................................... X 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... X 

X X X 

X X X 

- - ~ 

X X X X J u r m i l e f  ........................................................ - - - 
Total j uven i l e  X X X X 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 17.99Qf 

.................................................. 
52.635 55.259 15.375 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C lass i f iCa t ions  used by the  CS lM proJect .  
X - TiTe data f o r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

b p a r t i c u l a r  court  o r  repo r t i ng  in format ion:  jExplanat ion of data inc luded i n  the category: 

marriage d i sso lu t i on .  support lcustody. adoption. o the r  b r t i c  
r e l a t i a s .  and Other c i v i l  cases. 

Ttie cef~ort ing per iod f o r  t h i s  cou r t  changed i n  1979 f r o m  the  
As a resu l t ,  t he re  i s  a 

The c i v i l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  O f  t h i s  Court includes domestic r e l a t i o n s  

The t r a f f i c  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h i s  Court includes j u v e n i l e  t r a f f i c  

f$&$l year t o  the  calendar year. 
6 Z o h t h  lapse i n  r e p o r t i n g  between 1978 and 1979. 

dcarn daf'Pni++nn nr unit o f  count: _ _ _ _ _ _  .... 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  

fseginntng f i gu re  f o r  t h e  1979 court year does not equal t he  end 

l a w  v i o l a t i o n s  only. 

offense. r m - o f f e n r c .  and other  j u v e n i l e  Cases. 
m e  j u v e n i l e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h i s  cou r t  includes c r i m i n a l  type conp la in t .  

pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 Court year:  
Figure i s  as given i n  the  annual repor t .  

Source: m e  Jud ic ia l  Department o f  South Carol ina.  Annual Report 1980 (Dar l ington. South Carol ina).  S t a t i s t i c s  were from the  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been c o q u t e d  here  necessary. 

I 
i 



SOUTH U R O L l M  IUGISTRATE COURT 
Court o f  l imi ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  

319 courts, 319 mag is t ra tes  
January 1. 1979 t o  k c e d e r  31. 1979 
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tnd 
F i  1 ed Disposed pendinq 

Beginning 
pending 

Cir i ld: 
Lab!: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 5.9641 88.381 4-fg 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 5.964f 88.381 89.687 1.658 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Nan- t ra f f i c  .................................................. X 
Pre l im inary  hear ing ............................................ 1.102 67.951 

16,205 - 
X X 

1.360 
Total  c r im ina l  .................................................. X 84.156 X X 

T ra f f i c :  

X 
WIIWI: 

D r i v i n g  unde? the  inf luence ................................... 
Other t r a f f i c  v io la t i on :  ........................................................ X Other - 

10,788 X X 

436,948 X X - 
Total  t r a f f i c  ................................................... X 447.736 X X 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 9.541f 620.273 620.345 9.469 

W d  Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  d i spos i t i 0ns  

M i r h a m r  and t r a f f i c  R e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  
C i v i l  ................ F o r f e i t u r e l g u i l t y  p lea  .... 409.981 _ _  
Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  . 2.267 102.463 104.730 mi PWS .................. _ _  696 

~ ~~~~ 

Total  ................. 2.578 127;121 129;699 b u n d  Over  ................ _ _  12.153 
Discharged ................ -- 3.098 

lo ld face  headings i nd i ca te  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
Y I A  = This care type i s  handled by the  c o w t .  but  t he  data are unavai lable.  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  b u t  *ere not ava i l ab le  by category. -- = Not appl icable.  

h e  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of Count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint. 
the  c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number o f  indictments.  a r res t  Marrants. or s u m n s .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted i f  the  care i s  concluded by jury.  and j u d g m n t  on t he  v e r d i c t  has been rendered and f i l e d .  A non-jury t r i a l  i s  

counted i f  the  case I s  Concluded w i thout  a j u ry .  
b e g i n n i n g  pending f i g u r e  for  the  1979 cou r t  year does no t  equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 Court year: 

)Change i n  pending does not equal t he  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and dispositions: 

:Addi t ional  in fo rmat ion :  

Figures are  as given i n  the  annual repor t .  

This i s  caused by the  missing data f O P  p r e l i m i n a r y  hear ing carer.  

the Mag is t ra te  Court also issued 106.347 a r res t  and 1.685 Search Yamants. - 

jource: The J u d i c i a l  Department o f  South Carol ina.  Annual Report 1979 (Dar l ing ton .  South Carol lna).  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repo r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been coqputed where necessary. 

s m  UROLIM PRDLUTE COURT 
Cwrt o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

k6 courts. 46 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Oeceder 31. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Probate Court f o r  1979. 

.. 

S O M I  CAUOLIM WIICIPAL COURT 
C o u r t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t l m  

241 courts. 241 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  k c e d e r  31. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f o r  cares handled i n  t h e  Munlcipal  Court f o r  1979. 
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LAWYER MAGISTRATES 
Divirion of Circvit court  
7 full-time and 16 part-time magiEtra*?r 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under'32.000. 

Smallclaimr. mental health. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violatiom. 

preliminary hearings. Committing 
magistrate, search warrant. arrest 
warrant. Serveas coroner. 

Jury trials. 

SOUTH DAKOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

LAY MAGISTRATES 
Division of Circuit Court 
87 lay magistrates. 61 of which dre also 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions and m a l l  claims under 

$500 (uncontested). 
-Gu i l t y  pleas for mirdemeanors and or- 

dinance violations. Preliminary 
hearings. search warrant, arrest war- 
rant.  Serve a3 c0ro"er. 

clerks of court. 

No jury trials. 

I I SUPREME COURT 
5 ("stice* 
JWidiCtiO": 
- Appellat~ jurirdiction. Original and I remedial writs. 
L 

CIRCUIT COURT (8) 

L 

CIRCUIT COURT (8) 
36 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions. domestic relations. 

probate. 
- Felonies. misdemeanorr. 
-Juvenile. 
Adminirtrative appeals. 

Jury trialr. 

1 Court of 
Idst 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

t Indicates route of appeal. 



SOUTH M O T A  WPRWE COURT 
Court o f  l a s t  resort  

5 j u s t i c e s  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

433 

End 
pending Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeal I : 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 7 -mu A 7 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...................................... X 
D i r d p l i n a r y  ............................................... X 
Advisory o p i n i o n  ........................................... X 

Tota l  ........................................................ X 
Requests t o  appeal: 

P e t i t i o n  f o r  allowance of appeal ........................... X 
Total  o t h e r  cases .............................................. 7 

X 
X 
X 

28 

37 
T 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
A 

Total  cases ..................................................... 283fh 319 32 7 276 

Status o f  pending caseloadl (6l301791 Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

op in ion  .......................... z o o  
Order o f  d ismissal  or den ia l  ..... 8P 

Not ready f o r  calendar .......... 163 
Ready f o r  argunent l rubmission ... 37 
Submitted and pending ........... 76 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM pro jec t .  
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

f8eginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1979 cou r t  y e a r  does not equal t he  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t he  1978 cour t  year: 
I n  1979, the  Court changed from the  calendar year t o  the  f i s c a l  year as i t s  r epo r t i ng  period. As a r e s u l t  t he  beginning pending f i gu res  f o r  

the  1979 f i s c a l  year do not match those aiven as Dendino a t  t he  end o f  1978. 
hFigure was computed: 

j h p l a n a t i o n  of data inc luded i n  the  cateaorv: 
The beginning pending f i gu re  was Calculated f r o m  f i l e d .  disposed, and end pending f i gu res  given i n  the  annual ~ e p o r t .  

Appeals f i l e d  f i gu re  includes re in r ta ied-appea ls .  

These 204 Opinions disposed o f  233 cases. 
There were 89 cases disposed o f  by the  87 orders o f  d ismissal  o r  den ia l .  

%tegor ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 

Source: Sta te  Court Admin i s t ra to r ' s  Off ice.  Benchmark: 
South Dakota: December. 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  ape from the  b ienn ia l  repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have completed where necessary. 

B ienn ia l  Report o f  t he  South Dakota U n i f i e d  Jud ic ia l  System. FV 1978 and 1979 (Pierre.  



SOUTH DAKOTA ClRCUlT COURl 
Court  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 c i r c u i t s .  36 jvdgesc 
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

434 

pending e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

c i d i d :  . 
hll cla ims ................................................... N I A  13,014 10.201 N i A  
h i t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  
Divorce ................................................... N I A  3.126 2,820 

Moption ..................................................... NIA 626 NIA 
Tota l  ......................................................... N I A  3.752 NIA 

Estate:  
P A t e l w i  11 s l i n t c r t a t e :  

Probate .................................................... N I A  
Guardianrhiplconservatorshipltrustecrhip: 

Guardianship ............................................... N I A  
Total  ....................................................... NIA 

Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. NIL. 
Other c i v i l  ................................................... 3 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

3.970 NIL. 

632 N I A  
4.602 

616 
8,379 6,181 

1;; 

N I A  

N I A  
N i A  
NIA 

N/A 
Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... NIA 30,363 19.2021 NIA 

Criminald:  
Felony ......................................................... NIL. 

Class IJ ..................................................... __ NIA 
M i  s d a c a n w  : 

2,3371 2.682 

9.148) 
Total c r im ina l  .................................................. N I A  11.4851 13.5761 

Traf f ic :  
Other tI-.ffiC " l o la t i on :  , ................................... W/A Class 2 and p e t t y  offense1 - 

Total  t m f , f i c  ................................................... N I A  123.194 

NIA 

A 
N I A  

J u r n i 1 c d t :  
cri.tiin. 

Del%$ 
st~aG%c 

Y1e: ..................................................... __ MIA 1.730 __ 

type offense: 
%icy .................................................. N I A  3,174 MIA N I A  

@*e: 
$need o f  superv is ion  ................................. MIA 446 NI A NIA 

- N I A  3 
Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. #/A 5,350 N I A  NIA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  170.392 150,2251 N I A  

T r i a l d  Cr iminal  d l  sposi t i o n s  - 
.I. I 

&ii c l a i r  .................. 1,104 1.104 
w c a p  d i r r a l u t i m  .......... 469 469 
. d r  c i v i l  ................. 177 910 1.087 
@#\ ........................ 117 2,483 2;660 

...................... 103 57 160 
C l i r r  1 misdeneanorr ........ 141 528 669 

I o t a 1  ........................ 244 585 829 
Gra& t o t a l  .................... 421 3.068 3.489 

Class 1 
Felon n i rdemanors  

hilt), plea ld ismi rscd  ..... ?;rsg 8,807 
Pre l im inary  hear ing held :. 786 1.418 

C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons  

Default 

Marriage d i s s o l u t i o n  ....... 2,351 
Other c i v i l  ................ 5,094 

h a l l  c l a i m  ............... 3ml 



Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N/A i This care type i s  handled by the  Court, bu t  t h e  data are unava i lab le ,  -- - Not app l i cab le .  

CJudge in fo rmat ion :  
This c o u r t  i s  a lso  served by 7 f u l l - t i n e  and 16 par t - t ime lawyer 

mag is t ra tes  (11.7 FTE). 26 l a y  magistrates,  and 61 l a y  
m a g i r t r a t e s t c l e r k s  (6.5 FTE). 

A c i v i l  care  i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or 
complaint  . 

The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  in fo rmat ions  or  
indictments.  

The j u v e n i l e  case u n i t  O f  count i s  the  number o f  r e f e r r a l s .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

A ju;y t r i a l  i s  counted when the  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A "on- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the  p o i n t  when an opening statement 

or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 
i t m a  are n o t  complete: 

To ta l  misdemeanor and c r im ina l  cases f i l e d  and disposed and t r i a l  
da ta  do no t  inc lude c r im ina l  Class 2 misdemeanor cases. These 
cases a r e  inc luded i n  t h e  grand t o t a l  f i l e d  and disposed 
f i "l,,.OC . .,". __. 

T r i a l  data do not inc lude Class 2 misdemeanors, o r  any t r a f f i c  or 

Tota l  c i v i l  disposed f i g u r e  doer not i n c l u d e  adoption, probate. 
j u v e n i l e  data. 

o r  mental h e a l t h  cases. 

The grand t o t a l  disposed f i g u r e  does no t  inc lude c i v i l  .doption. 
probate. m n t a l  health, or  j u v e n i l e  cases. 

Offenses inc luded i n  Class 1 misdemeanors a r e  reck less d r i v i n g .  
r i n p l e  assaul t ,  and d r i v i n g  w h i l e  in tox ica ted .  

Offenses inc luded i n  Class 2 misdemeanors a r e  approximately 
80% t r a f f i c  cases. The remaining 20% a r e  c r im ina l  cases and 
i n c l u d e  d i s o r d e r l y  conduct. p P o s t i t u t i o n ,  and gambling. 
of fenses are def ined as veh ic le  equipment v i o l a t i o n s .  

m e  t o t a l  number o f  t h e r e  cases f i l e d  and disposed a re  given i n  
the  t r a f f i c  category s ince t r a f f i c  i s  the  m a j o r i t y  Of these 
cases. 

T r a f f i c  data for  WI/DUI cases are i nc luded i n  w i th  t h e  Class 1 
misdemeanor data on t h e  court p r o f i l e .  

k M d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion :  

department. 
o f f i c e r s  d u r i n g  1979. 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  Of t h e  Court d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

jExp lanat ion  O f  data inc luded i n  t h e  Category: 

Pet ty  

The j u v e n i l e  caseload i s  handled by the  c o u r t  serv ices  
m e r e  wePe 46.5 f u l l - t i m e  equ iva len t  Court serv ice  

1Special source or r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 
F i l i n g  f i g u r e r  f o r  criminal and t r a f f i c  carer *eve Suppl ied by t h e  

Source: S ta te  Court Admin is t ra to r ' s  Off ice,  Benchmark: 
(P ie r re .  South Dakota: 
necessary. and add i t iona l  i n f o r m a t i o n  was supp l ied  by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  Of t h e  Court d u r i n g  data V e r i f i c a t i o n .  

A B i e n n i a l  Report o f  t h e  South Dakota U n i f i e d  J u d i c i a l  System, FY 1978 and 1979 
December 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where 

P P - I__ 
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COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
12 j.dW 
J " t i d i C t i 0 n :  
-Hears only civil appeals. Al l  c iv i l  
except thore to Supreme Court. 

TENNESSEE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

COURT OF CRIMINAL 
APPEALS (3) 
9judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hearr only criminal appeals. Carer 

Workmen's compensation. 
Judgments involving 
constitutional and other 
public law questions. 

CHA,N&& COURT 

27 chancellors 
Jurirdiktion: 
- Equitycarer over $SO, divorce, 

ado tiin, andcivil c a w s  (except 
t o r t  kjppealrof adminirtrative 
agenay ea18es. '1 AppGli de novo. 

SUPREME COURT 
s justices 
jurisdiction: 
-Constitutional issues, workmen's 

compensation. and state revenue 

ordinance. 

d p p d 3 .  
-Cunrtitutionalityof a *tatute or 

-Review of other appellate court J decir ions. 

LAW AND EQUITY 
COURT(4) 
4 judge. 
Jurisdiction: 
-Lawandequitycaserover$So. 
Jury trial% 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (2) 
2 juitices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civ i l  actions under53.000. 
-Misdemeanors (fine less than 5s0, 

sentence le33 than 1 year). 

lndicater route of appeal t 

Court 
of last  
resort 

Criminal. 

15 juvenile judger, 23general 

county executive5 also serve 

-Adultrcontributing to 
delinquency of minor. 

COURT (92) 

Jurisdiction: 
-Civ i l  cases under $5,000, landlord and 

to $lo.ooo. Equitycarer under $l,soo 
Somecourtr hear divorce. workmen'r 

sentence le91 than 1 year), preliminarl 
hearings. 

lurirdiction: tenant. Recovery O f  per9Dnal property 

-Jwmi le .  compenratiun. 
No jury t r ia l .  -Misdemeanors (f ine less than 550, 

-Some courts hear iuvenile. 

No jury tr ial .  I' 

Intermediate 

COYTtS 

appellate 1 
Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

MUNICIPAL COURT (z.300) 
192iudger 
Jurirdiction: 
-C i ty  ordinance ~ i o l a t i o m  (f ine le51 

No jury trials 
than $50. ~ e n f e n c e l e r i  than30dayr). 

- 

Cuurtrof  
limited 

jurisdiction 



TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT 
court O f  l a s t  resort  

Janbary 1, 1979 t o  Deceder 31, 1979 
5 j u s t i c e s  J 
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- 
pendinq -1ng pending F i l e d  

ses: 
4ppeals ........................................................ 4Sh 
> t a l  appeals ................................................... 
l t h e r  cares: 

ReqUWtS t o  appeal: 
C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................. 142h 

Total  o ther  cares ............................................. -I@ 
695 
695 

99 
-73 

1423 
- i n1  

,tal cases ..................................................... 188h 854 ( 1 z i ) e  801 ( l a p  z u j  

D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  cases 

Requests 
A e a l s  t o  a 

Affirmed ............................ 9%8 !Pe” w 
Manner O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  Reversed ............................ 22 _ _  22 

Opinions .................... 161m Aff i rmed i n  part-reversed i n  p a r t  .. 7 -- 7 
Reversed and remanded ............... 25 __ 25 

Per curiam and orders ....... 66 Reversed and dismissed .............. 15 _ _  15 
Modif ied and a f f i rmed ............... 4 _ _  4 
Affirmed and remanded ............... 13 _ _  13 
Order denying p e t i t i o n  .............. 26 -- 26 

8 Dismissals .......................... 8 
Remanded ............................ 16 -_ 16 
Transferred ......................... 21 . . . .  21 ............................. 121 121 Granted _ _  .............................. 555 555 Denied _ _  
Other ............................... 2 19 21 . 

_ _  

, 

, 

ldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p r o j e c t .  
! = This care type i s  handled by t h e  Court, but  t h e  data are unavai lable.  
a The data f o r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. - Not appl icable.  

’ i s e l  not  included i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

I i o u r e  was c o m o i i t e ~ :  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i o r a r i  granted are not counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  appeal i s  disposed: a f i l i n g  i s  not counted fop  t h e  
r e s u l t i n g  appeal. These granted p e t i t i o n s  are t h e  numbers appearing i n  parentheses. 

=.. .... .....I ..... 
Beginning pending figUPeS were computed from f i l e d ,  disposed, and end pending data. 

These data inc lude a l l  reported d i s c r e t i o n a r y  appl iCat ion5 except those not forwarded t o  the  Courts as O f  December 31, 1979. 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  161 m a j w i t y  op in ions  and orders, there  were 15 dissents and 5 concurrences w i t t e n .  

‘p lanat ion of data included i n  the  cat%gory: 

1 i f o rmat ion  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

m e :  Execut ive Secretary, Supreme Court O f  Tennessee, 1979 Annual Repon (Nashvi l le.  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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TENNESSEE c o w  OF w u s a  
Intermediate appe l l a te  cou r t  

3 d iv i s ions .  12 judges 
January 1, 1979 t o  Decmber 31, 1979 

pending F i l e d  Oispoied pending 
Cases: ~~~ 

Appeals: 
C i v i l  ........................................................ 381h 

To ta l  appeals ................................................. -58ih 
775 

-773 
858 

-858 
298 
7% 

Other cases: ........................................... - - - Requests t o  appeal 
To ta l  o ther  cares ............................................. - 

Total cases ..................................................... 381h 775 858 298 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Opinions ....................... 699 
Per cur iam and simple Orders ... 159 

D ispos i t i on  o f  appeals 

Affirmed ............................... 375 
Reversed ............................... 33 
Reversed and remanded .................. 88 
Affirmed i n  pa r t  and reversed i n  pa r t  _. 28 
Reversed and dismissed ................. 35 
Remanded ............................... 41 
Hamfaea an0 a f f v m e o  .................. 4 2  
Aff i rmed ana wmandea .................. 50 
OPder denying p e t i t i o n  ................. 62 
Other .................................. 31 
Dismissed .............................. 64 
Transfewed ............................ 8 
Hadif ied and dismissed ................. 1 

Baldface headings i nd i ca te  the  C lass i f i ca t i ons  used by t h e  CSln pro jec t .  
Blank space = Not enough informat ion i s  known. The case category may o r  may no t  be handled by the  cou r t .  
N I A  = X i s  case type i s  handled by the  court ,  bu t  t he  data are unavai lable.  

a c O m  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

hFigure was computed: 
This court  has c i v i l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  only. 

Begihnihg pending data were conputed from f i l e d ,  disposed and end pending data. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1979 Annual Report (Nashv i l le ,  Tennessee). 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual r e p o r t  
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TENNESSEE COURT OF C R I W I W  AF'PEALSa 

I n c e d i a t e  appe l l a te  court 
3 d iv is ions ,  9 judges 

January 1, 1979 t o  O e c d e r  31. 1979 - 
pendi n e  > pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

Cr imina l  X 650 X X 
Total  appeals X 650 X X 

..................................................... - - - ................................................. 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

Requests t o  appeal 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Other .................................................... X 13 X X 

A 

Total  cases ..................................................... loah 663 670 293 

........................................... 
Tota l  Other cases ............................................. -7.3 71 

Dispos i t i on  of cases 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Opinions ....................... 5 7 P  
Per curiam and Orders .......... 95 

A f f i r r e d  ............................... 478 
Reversed ............................... 1 
Reversed and remanded .................. 28 
Af f i rmed i n  pa r t  and reversed i n  p w t  .. 10 
Reversed and dismissed ................. 17 
Remanded ............................... 17 
Mod i f ied  and a f f i rmed .................. 11 
Af f i rmed and remanded .................. 9 
Order denying p e t i t i o n  ................. 14 
Other .................................. 10 
Dismissed .............................. 74 
Transferred ............................ 0 
Modif ied and dismissed ................. 1 

b l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  the  CIasSif iCat ionS used by the  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
Blank space - Not enough i n f o r m t i o n  i s  known. 
N l A  This case t w e  i s  handled bv the  cour t .  but  the  data a re  unavai lable.  

The care category m y  or  my not  be handled by the  cour t .  

X ' =  The data fo r  ?his case type  i r e  known to.be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  but  were not ava i l ab le  by Category. 

acourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

hFipure was cowuted:  

a l n f o m t i o n  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  data: 

Source: Execut ive Secretary. Suprere Court o f  Tennessee. 1979 Annual Report (Nashv i l le ,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f ran  the  annual r e p o r t  

This cour t  has c r im ina l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  on ly .  

Beginning pending f i gu res  were c o w u t e d  from f i l e d .  disposed and end pending f igures .  

There were a l s o  15 conc~rrences and 14 d issents  w r i t t e n .  

except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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TEMSSEE CIRCUIT COURT M D  CRIMIIIAL COURT 

Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
31 c i r c u i t s .  58 judges: 13 c i r c u i t s .  26 judges 

January 1, 1979 t o  k d e r  31. 1979 

End 
pendinq Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i  v i  16: 
Tort:  

Contract: 
Oarneest tor ts  ................................................ 
Contracts ldebts  .............................................. 
Real e i t a t e  matters .......................................... 
Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  

OiYOPCe .................................................... 
P e t i t f o n s  modi f icat ions .................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Support/cu%tody : 

Reciprocal m p p o r t  ......................................... 
Adoption ...................................................... 
Other  - t ic r e l a t i o n s  ..................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 

uc.1 pmp$y r lgh ts :  

- t i c  rCtat ions:  

Estate: 
c u . ~ ~ ~ ~ n s h i p / c . n s e r v . t o r s h i p / t ~ s t ~ s h i p :  

Trusts  ..................................................... 
Other  estate:  

P r ~ b ~ t ~ l ~ o n s e r v a t o r s h i p t g u a r d l a n r h l p  ....................... 
Total ......................................................... 

ne l t h  .................................................. 
f a h i n i s t r a t i r e  agency care: 

f M m  admin i s t ra t i ve  hearing ......................... 
t t e r  ................................................. 

en's  compensation ..................................... 
from lower cour t  .................................... 

1 ..................................................... 
emdy ............................................... 

AP 

....................................................... 

EX 

O t  ................................... 
5 ................................. 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

ram ......................................................... X 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 49.7631 

fdemmnor: 
a i n s t  persons ......................................... X 
a i n s t  p roper t y  ........................................ X 
a i n r t  p u b l i c  .......................................... X ....................................................... X 

.................................................. Toea3 y i m i n a l  X 

........................................................ X __ 
................................................... Tobaal t r a f f i c  X 

9.803 

2.485 

711 

19.624 
2,999 
22,623 

4.090 
744 
376 

27,833 

13 

91 
104 
376 

115 
10 

2.996 
3.121 

5,256 
8.377 

253 

648 
567 

~ 1,215 

51.158 

3,738 
16,111 
7,476 

27,325 

27,325 

3,398 

3.398 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

46,615 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

__ 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X - 

54.305h 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

X 

X 

...................................................... Grand Cotal 72,2091 81,881 74.935 79,155h 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  Cr iminal  d ispos i t ionsm 

................ 5,261 .................... 791 ............................. 6.768 ........................... 13,876 ...................... 14.078 
@@on decree ..................... 610 
T&Tnnation i n  uPobate .............. 58 

of p e t i t i o n  .................. 2.996 
j udgmnt  .................... 381 

r to another cou r t  ........... 595 

Convicted a f t e r  t r i a l  ............... 2,799 
Acqui t ted ........................... 821 
G u i l t y  plea  ......................... 16.646 
Dismissed ........................... 2.578 
Nolle prosequi ...................... 2,059 
Remanded-general sessions .......... 202 
Special remedy r e l i e f  ............... 588 
Transfer to another cou r t  ........... 52 
Unapprehended defendant ............. 635 
Other ............................... 1,939 . -.- I SCe+$al remedy r e l i e f  ............... 81 

CCte fo r  contempt ................... 465 
Other ............................... 656 



Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM p ro jec t .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or Complaint. 
The c r im ina l  care u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number o f  in format ions or  ind ic tments.  
A jury t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  sworn. 

End pending f i g u r e  was computed frm f i l e d ,  disposed. and beginning pending data. 

Beginning pending data were obtained from t h e  1978 end pending data. 

Criminal dispOsit ionO inc ludes t r a f f i c  d i spos i t i ons .  

hFigure was computed: 

ISpecia l  source or r e v i s i o n  i n  the data: 

mInformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  data: 

Source: Executive Secretary. Supreme Court of Tennessee. 1979 Annual Report (Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 
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TENNESSEE W M D  EWlN COURT 
Court o f  Oeneral j u r i s d i c t i o n  

4 courts, 4C judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Oeceher 31, 1979 

pendine F i l e d  Disposed pending 

C i r i l d :  
Tort:  

c m t r a t t :  

RC.1 s: 

M S  

Oamagesltorts ............................................... 
CO" ............................................ 
Rea r s  ......................................... 
Mai ion:  

Divrnce . 
P e t i t i o n s  ................................................. 

T .............................................. 
su 

PPOPt ........................................ 
Ad .............................................. 
Other dobhtic r e l a t i o n s  .................................... 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Estate:  

P r o b l t e l w i  1 l s l i n t e s t a t c :  

Ulardic.nship/conrenaCorrhlp/twst~*hip: 
Pr&%e ................................................... 

.................................................... 
Tota l  ........................................................ 

Mental hea'lth ................................................. 
b 1 :  

;d.inistrative agency case: 
s conpensation .................................... 

from admin i s t ra t i ve  hear ing ........................ 
Tax d t t e r  ................................................ 

from lower cou r t  ................................... 
ry w r i t :  
emdy .............................................. 

n - d o m r t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ................................ 
Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 

.................................................... 
t r i a l  court case: 

.................................................... 

.................................................... 

.................................................... 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X - 

3,789f 

311 

313 

110 

1.964 
172 

2,136 

382 
139 
20 

2.677 

169 

9 
178 
46 

193 
2 

10 
205 

131 
336 

14 

154 
61 

215 

4,200 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

3.613 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

4.9509 
~ 

3.789f 4.200 3.613 4.9509 

C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons  

Judgment a f t e r  t r i a l  .................. 303 
De fau l t  judgment ...................... 72 
Se t t l ed  ............................... 254 
Dismissed ............................. 914 
Divorce decPee ....................... 1,357 
Adoption decPee ....................... 70 
Terminatlon of probate ................ 113 
Rul ing on p e t i t i o n  .................... 153 
Sumnary judgment ...................... 6 
Transfer  t o  another cou r t  ............. 229 
Special remedy r e l i e f  ................. 34 
C i t e  f o r  contempt ..................... 71 
Other ................................. 37 

headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  Class i f iCat iOns used by t h e  CS lM p r o j e c t .  
@a fo r  t h i s  case t ype  are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  *ere not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

n a d d i t i o n a l  chancel lors l judges disposed O f  10 percent o f  t h e  t o t a l  d i r p o s i t f o ( s .  
i t i o n  or ""it of c o w t :  

O f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. case I s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n  
i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  4 s  Sworn. 
nd ing f i g u r e  for t h e  1979 court year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year :  
re as g iven i n  t h e  annual repor t .  
nd ing does no t  equal t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

a re  as g iven i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  annual repor t .  

Source: Executive Secretary. Suprere Court of Tennessee. 1979 Annual Report (Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repor t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed *hem necessary. 



TENNESSEE CMNCERV awRT 
Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

21 chancery d i v i s ions .  tF chancel lors  
January 1. 1979 t o  DFcder 31, 1979 

443 

pending rn pending F i l e d  Disposed 

: i v i l d :  
Tort: 

Contract: 

Real proper ty  r i gh ts :  

Domestic re la t i ons :  

oamager/torts ................................................ X 

Contracts ldebts  .............................................. X 

Real es ta te  mat ters  .......................................... X 

Marr iage d i sso lu t i on :  
Divorce .................................................... X 
P e t i t i o n s  m d i f i c a t i o n s  .................................... X 

Tota l  ....................................................... X 
Support lcustody : 

Reciprocal support ......................................... X 
Adoption ..................................................... X 
Other k s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  ..................................... X 

To ta l  ......................................................... X 
Estate: 

P r O b ~ t C M l l r l i n t e s t l t e :  
Probate ................................................... X 

Trusts  ..................................................... X 
Guardlanshiplconserratorshipltnrrteeshi p: 

Total ......................................................... X 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. X 
Appeal : 

Appeal o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  agency case: 
Yorknen's compensation ..................................... X 
rppeal from admin i s t ra t i ve  hear ing ......................... X 
Tax m t t e r  ................................................. X 

Total ....................................................... X 

Appeal from lower cour t  .................................... X 
Tota l  ......................................................... X 

Special remedy ............................................... X 

Contempt ..................................................... X 
Other non-domst ic  r e l a t i o n s  ................................. X 

Tota l  ......................................................... __ X 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 29,828f 

Appeal of t r i a l  c o u r t  case: 

Ext raord inary wit: 

Other c i v i l :  

531 

4.447 

2.025 

15.446 
2.638 

18.084 

55 
1.450 

160 
19,749 

1.361 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
' X  X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

45 
1.406 

518 

2.849 
197 
212 

3,258 

24 
3,282 

778 

508 
1,292 
1,800 - 

34,536 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 

X 

X 
X 
X - 

33.295 

X 

X 
X 
X - 

35.4269 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 29,828f 34.536 33.295 35,4269 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Judgment a f t e r  t r i a l  ...................... 3.456 
De fau l t  judgment .......................... 771 
Se t t l ed  ................................... 2,859 
Dismissed ................................. 8.774 
Divorce decree ............................ 11,396 
Adoption decree ........................... 1,227 
Termination of probate .................... 1.075 
Ru l i ng  on p e t i t i o n  ........................ 1,701 
Summary judgment .......................... 180 
Transfer  t o  another muPt  ................. 90 
Special remedy r e l i e f  ..................... 221 
C i t e  f o r  contempt ......................... 552 
Other ..................................... 991 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s l i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
X = The data f a r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

- c  CJudge in fo rma t ion :  / 

C i r c u i t  judges hear chancery cares i n  t h e  Special 11 th  and 17th\Chancery Div is ions.  
by the judge of t h e  Law and Equi ty  Court since the re  i s  no Chaicery Court i n  e i t h e r  of t he re  two counties. 
d i s p o s i t i o n s  were handled by judger temporar i ly  a S s i g n d & - h f i  chancery cases. 

Chancery cases i n  Dyer and Gibson Counties are heard 
F i ve  percent of t h e  

aCase d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  o f  Count: \ 
A c i v i l  case is counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  O f  a p e t i t i o n  or conpla in t . '  

F igurer  are as given i n  t h e  annual r e p w t .  

Figures are as given i n  t h e  State 's  annual repor t .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 Court year does no t  equal the end pending f i gu re  f o r  t h e  1978 cour t  Year: 

SChange i n  pending doer not equal the d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

Source: 

'' 

Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1979 Annual Report (Nashvi l le .  Tennessee). 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cowu ted  where n e c e s m .  

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repo r t  
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TENNESSEE GENERAL SESSIONS COURTl 

Cour t  Of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
9 2  c o u n t i e s ; N 7 7  f u l l - t i m e  a n d d m  p a r t - t i =  judger 

January 1. 1979 t o  D e c e h r  31. 1979 

pending w eginmng pending Disposed 

c i v i i d :  
O w t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Marr iage d i s s o l u t i o n :  
Divorce .................................................... NlA 2,680! X N I A  
P e t i t i o n s  mod i f i ca t ions  N I I  70! X N i A  

Total  NIA 2,7507 X N i A  
suppart/custody: 

mi - LUher domestic r e l a t i o n s  NIA 2? 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... NIA 2,7544 2.618i NIA 

Grand t o t a l  N I A  2,7541 2.618i NIA 

.................................... ....................................................... 
......................................... ..................................... ......................................................... 

R&ie,rocal support N I A  21 X NIA 
X NIA 

N I A  2,7541 __ Tota l  

...................................................... 
C i r i  1 d i s p o s i t i o n s  f 

DiS.iSS.1 ......................... 414 
Divorce decree .................... 1,968 
R u l i n s  on P e t i t i o n  ................ 154 ~. 
Transferred ....................... 12 
c i t e  fo r  contempt ................. 22 
Other ............................. 48 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c1aSSifiCationP used by t h e  CSIM p r o j e c t .  
NIA - This care type i s  handled by the  Court. but  data are unavai lable.  
x - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  but  were not available by category.  

dcare definition o r  unit o f  count: 
I c l v t l  case I S  counted With the  f i l l n g  Of a P e t i t i o n  or complaint. 

Oat. *ere reported f o r  on ly  16 aut  Of a POsslble 95 Counties. 
{Data  are not complete. 

Source: Executive Secpetary. Supreme Court of Tennessee. 1979 Annual Report (Nashv i l le ,  Tennessee). 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cowuted where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are f r o m  the  annual r e p o r t  

TENNESSEE PROBATE MURT 
Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  kcelmer 31. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Probate Court f o r  1979. 

7 courts: 2 judger. 1 county judge, and 5 general sessions judger serve 

TENNESSEE COUIITV COURT 
Court of l im i ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

95 counties: 81 judges, and 20 county chainnen serve 
January 1, 1979 t o  k c d e r  31. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  County Court f o r  1979. 

TENNESSEE JUVENILE MURT 
Court  o f  l im i ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  Decentw 31. 1979 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cares handled i n  t h e  Juven l le  cou r t  f o r  1979. 

14 courts: 15 j u v e n i l e  judger.  23 general session judges. 1 law and e q u i t y  judge, 2 county judger. and 8 county execut ives serve 

TENNESSEE JUSTICE OF M E  F€ACE COURT 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 courts. 2 j u s t i c e s  of t h e  peace 
January 1. 1979 t o  lkcelmer 31. 1979 

m e r e  were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled by t h e  Juscice o f  t h e  Peace Court i n  1979. 

TENNESSEE mRICIPAL COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  Oecerbcr 31, 1979 
300 c o ~ r t s ,  192 judger 

There were no data a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Municipal  Court f o r  1979. 

- - 
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SUPREME COURT 
9iu9tices 
Jurisdiction: 
Final appellate jurirdiction in 
civil and juvenile cases. 

I 
COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
(14) 
51 jvsticer 
J"ridiCti0": 
-Civ i l  appeals. 

8 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Probate matters. 

I COURT OF CRIMINAL 
APPEALS 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in 

- 
Civil Criminal 

Jurisdiction: 
-Civ i l  actions over $500. divorce. title 

to land, contested elections, probate. 
- Felonier. 
-Juvenile. 
 appeal^ de novo in probate. 
lur" trials. 

4 
Probate 

COUNTY COURT (254) . .  
254 judges. 
Jurirdiction: 
-Civ i l  actions over $200. and under 
$1.000. 

- Exclurive jurirdiction of  mi^. 
demeanors w i th  finegreater thpn 
$200 or j a i l  sentence except where 
there iscr iminal  District Court. 

Appedr de novo. I 
Six-man jury trials. 

4 
I 

COURT (10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Felonies. 

Jury trials. 

98 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civ i l  actions under$5,ooo. Varied 

limited jurisdiction over civil. 
-Vaned limited jurisdiction over 

Appealr de novo. 
Six-man jury trials 

Jurisdiction: 
-Exclurive jurirdiction over municipal 

ordinance violafion~. Misdemeanors 
wi th fine less than $200. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

'Some Municipal and Justice of  the Peace Courts may appeal to the Dirtrict Court. 

-Civ i l  actione under $500. 
-Criminal caees with fine lers 

than $200. Preliminary 
hearings. 

Jury trials. 

Court5 
"1 last 
resort 1 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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TEUS SUPREME M W I P  
C o u r t  of l a s t  r e s o r t  

9 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  k c n b e r  31. 1979 

End 
pendinp F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 30h 
Tota l  *peals ................................................. -Ti9 

84 
7 

......... 

...................................... 4 D41 ................................................. 8 0 
21 I 4Ie 

.............................................. 0 0 
0 1 8)e 

i o n  0 1 ole 
on ............................................... 0 6 6 0 

Tofa? ...................................................... 21 6 ( i 2 ) e  18 041 

Jud lc ia l  suspension proceeding ........................... 01 1 1 01 
Total  ..................................................... 01 7 ( 1 2 F  19 01 

( c i v i l )  ......................................... 5 137 126 ( 8)e 8 ...................................... 2 ............................................ 0 
1 

(c r im ina l )  4 7 
rpus 2 14 

Total  ..................................................... 11 161 149 1 IZ)~ 11 
App l ica t ions  fo r  w r i t s  of e r r o r  ............................ 141 822 642 ( i 34 )e  187 

MscIn1,inary: 

t o  f i l e  p e t i t i o n s  f a r  w r i t  o f :  

1,' I 3: 
Proh ib i t i on  .............................................. 0 3 2 I 010 

198 ............................................. -w% m 9  
Total  ....................................................... 152 983 

Tota l  o ther  cares T 990 [lqT 

Total  cases ..................................................... 184 894 ( i 46 )e  1989 1.014 (g?)e 

Other proceeddogs: 

Other m?&rs: 
Rehearingi e q u e s t s j  ............................................ 24 357 

Misce,l%neous motions ........................................ : 166 

Total  o ther  proceedings ......................................... 24 523 

34& 41 

166 _ _  
506 4 1  

- 

Manner O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  cases C i v i l  O r ig ina l  
lppealr j u r i s d i c t i o n  

Yn l t ten  op in ion  ......... 9 P  
Per cur iam .............. 20 Affirmed Court of C i v i l  Appeals ........................ 15.5 _ _  _ _  Affirmed judgment Of t r i a l  cour t  ....................... 3 

Reversed judgment o f  t r i a l  cour t  ....................... 2 
Reversed C o w t  of C i v i l  Appeals. affirmed t r i a l  cour t  ., 24 -. 
Reversed and remanded t o  Court of C i v i l  Appeals ........ 4 

Status o f  pending caseload (12l31179) Reversed and remanded t o  t r i a l  Court ................... 14.5 _ _  
Reversed and rendered _ _  .................................. 11 

mission .................. 22 Dismissed as m o t  ...................................... 1 0 
ssion .................... 33 k i t s  granted _ _  18 

Re la to r  discharged (withdrawn by p e t i t i o n e r )  ........... -- 2 
Re la to r  remanded ......................................... 2 

_ _  
_ _  

.......................................... 

dings i n d i c a t e  the  ClasSiflCatiOns used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
f o r  t h i s  care type  pre  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by category. 

jExp lanat ion  of data included i n  the  category:  
me Court i s  the  cou r t  Of l a s t  reso r t  f o r  c i v i l  cares 

cluded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
o r  leave t o  f i l e  p e t i t i o n s  fo r  w r i t s  o f  mandamus, habeas 
or p r o h i b i t i o n ,  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  v r l t s  o f  e r ro r  when 
are no t  counted as disposed cases u n t i l  t he  associated 

J u r i s d i c t i o n  cases o r  appeals are disposed. S im i la r l y .  
i s  not counted for the  r e s u l t i n g  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

appeal. These granted p e t i t i o n s  and app l i ca t i ons  are mlnformat ion on d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 
e rs  appearing i n  parentheses. 
d ing  doees no t  equal the  di f ference between f i l i n g s  and opinions. 

Rehearing requests inc lude rmt ion r  f o r  rehear ing o f  causes. 
m t i o n s  f o r  rehear ing o f  app l i ca t i ons  for w r i t s  o f  emor, 
and motions fo r  rehear ing o f  motions f o r  leave t o  f i l e  p e t i t i o n .  

Of t he  340 motlons fop rehear ing disposed, 11 Were granted. 

The numbers o f  o r i g i n a l  proceedings cares pending were suppl ied 

The cou r t  a lso  f i l e d  16 d i s s e n t i n g  op in ions  and 4 Concurr ing 

Pending f igures  fo r  c i v i l  appeals were ca lcu la ted  by subt rac t ing  
the  number o f  a l l  Other cases pending from the  t o t a l  number o f  
cases pending given i n  the  annual repor t .  

kAddi t iona1 informat lon:  

1Special s o w c e  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 

by t h e  c l e r k  O f  the  cour t .  

hFigvre was computed: 
Bre as given i n  the  annual repor t  or as ca lcu la ted  from 
i ven  i n  the  annual repor t  or  suppl ied by the  c l e r k  of t he  

source: Texas Jud ic ia l  Council, S l i t  Annual Re o r t  1979 (Aust in.  Texas: May. 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are frm the annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary, an: add i t i ona l  i n fo rma t ion  was supp l ied  by t h e  clerk o f  the  cou r t  dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  



TEXAS UJURT OF CRIMIIUL WPEALSl 
Court of l a s t  resort  

January 1. 1979 t o  Oe&r 31. 1979 
9 judger  
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p_c m Disposed pendinq 
egi  nn i  ng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Cr lminal :  
Cr iminal  ................................................... X 
Reinstated c r im ina l  ........................................ X 
App l i ca t i ons  f o r  w r i t  Of habeas corpus. etc.. granted ...... X 

Tota l  appeals ................................................. 7 3 V  

Other cases: 
Requests t o  appeal : 

Habeas corpus and mandamus ................................. 91f 
Tota l  o t h w  cases ............................................. 

3.021 X X 
X X 
X X 

2.522 m 

48h 
I37 -aBh 

1.737 

To ta l  carer  ..................................................... 2.59ef 4.845 ( i ~ p  4.157 ( i 45 )e  

Other proceedings: ............................................. 0 603 603 Rehearing requests - 
Tota l  o the r  proceedings ......................................... 0 603 603 

, 
Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D ispos i t i on  o f  cases 

Other Other A i l s  
Affirmed ........................... ......-I%- 
Reformd and affirmed .................... 40 

Signed op in ion  ............ 589m _ _  _ _  589 Dismissed ................................ 152 
Per curiam 1,935 _ _  _ _  
Y i t h  w r i t t e n  order ........ 11 X X 181 Reversed ................................. 4 

- - proceedings - 
................ 1,935 Reversed and remanded .................... 164 

Remanded t o  t r i a l  Court f o r  hear ing on 
punishment ............................. 12 

Status o f  pending appeals (12/31/79) Abated ................................... 75 
Reversed and dismissed ................... 57 

Under submission on rehearing ................... 60 Reversed and b a i l  granted ................ 0 
Under o r i d n a l  submission ....................... 468 Granted w i t h  oo in ion ..................... 170 
Unsubnitted ..................................... 2,578 
Pending on n a t i o n  f o r  rehear ing ................. 4 
On appeal t o  U S .  Suprem Court ................. 7 
U a i t i n g  t o  becone f i n a l  or f o r  motion f o r  leave 

t o  f i l e  motion f o r  rehear ing .................. 76 
On n a t i o n  far leave t o  f i l e  motion rehear ing .... 45 

~~ 

Granted i n  par t ,  denied i n  p a r t  .......... 0 
Granted w i t h  Order ......................... 
Denied ................................... 36 
No a c t i o n  .................................. 
Hearing ordered ............................ 

3.286 

0 

0 

- 

Reqverts 
t o  a p p a l  __ 

0 
11 

1.596 
48 
32 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSIH p ro jec t .  
Blank space = Not enough in format ion i s  known. The case category may or my not be handled by t h e  Court. 
X I The data fo r  t h i s  case type are know t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
-- - Not appl icable.  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Wares  not i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

fBeginning pending f i gu re  f o r  t h e  1979 cou r t  year does not equal the end pending f i g u r e  for the 1978 Court year: 

hFigure was c o v u t e d :  

mlnformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  or t r i a l  data: 

Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council. 51st Annual Report 1979 (Austin. Texas: Ilay. 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f rom t h e  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  

The Court of Cr iminal  Appeals i s  t h e  Court o f  l a s t  reso r t  f o r  c r i m i n a l  cases only. 

App l i ca t i ons  fo r  w r i t  of habeas corpus. etc.. when granted, a re  not counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  associated habeas corpus appeal 1s 

Figures a re  as given i n  t h e  annual repo r t .  

End pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g .  d i spos i t i on .  and beginning pending data. 
under considerat ion a t  year end. 

The Court a l s o  f i l e d  118 d i ssen t ing  opinions. 41 concurr ing opinions, and 3 opin ions d i ssen t ing  i n  pa r t .  concurr ing i n  par t .  

It has no o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

The app l i ca t i ons  granted are t h e  f i gu res  appearing I n  parentheses. disposed; a new f i l l n g  i s  not counted f o r  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal. 

There were 91 o f  t h e  227 habeas corpus p e t i t i o n s  

have been cornputed where necessary. 



448 
TEMS COURTS a CIVIL A p p u L s a  

l n t e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  court 
14 d i v i s i o n s ,  51 j u s t i c e s  

January 1. 1979 t o  Qcwber 31, 1979 

n 
pendinq F pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cares: 
Appe.1s: 

C i " i 1  ........................................................ 1.304 
Tota l  appeals ................................................. T3% 

Other cares: 
O r i g i n a l  p m c e d i n g s  ......................................... 
Requests FO ap.pa1 - 

Total  ottieei cases ............................................. ........................................... 

2,445 m 2,270k m 1.479 m 

Total  cases ..................................................... 1,304 2,445 2,27& 1.479 

Marine? o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

b i t t e n  op in ion  ......... 1.917m 
Per curiam .............. 123 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (average months1 

F i l i n g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  ........... 6.5 
Submission t o  d i spos i t i on  ....... 2.3 

D ispos i t i on  O f  appeals 
C i v i l  

A f f i rmed ......................................... 
Reversed and rendered ............................ 145 
Af f i rmed i n  pa r t ,  reversed i n  pa r t  and rendered .. 34 
Af f i rmed i n  par t ,  reversed i n  pa r t  and remnded .. 56 
Reversed and remnded ............................ 342 
b d i f i e d  and lor  reformed and af f i rmed ............ 73 
M r m i r r e d  w i t h  m i n i o n  ............................ 176 
D i i m i i s w  mtnout  op in ion  ........................ 249 
Otnerwire a ispo iea  wltn op in ion  .................. 157 
Otnerv i re  a l s w x e a  w i t n w t  O D I ~ B O ~  ............... 95 

Aqe Of pending caseload 

Under 6 m n t h r  .................. 1,075 
6+ t o  12 m n t h s  ................. 362 
Over 12 months .................. 42 

s i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p ro jec t ,  
t enough informat ion i s  known. The care m y  o r  may not be handled by the  Court. 

m u t i o n :  
These cases were subtracted from the  t o t a l  number disposed and WePe no t  

he number f i l e d  t o  avoid double Counting of cases. 
d i r p o s i t i o n  type  or  t r i a l  data: 
j o r i t y  op in ions  inc luded 1.670 i n  cases On the  mer i ts .  55.5 re fus ing  rehearing. 24.5 g ran t ing  rehearing. 107 d ismiss ing  

29 cases were granted a rehear ing a f t e r  d ispos i t ion .  

and 60 o t h e r  opinions. In  add i t ion ,  the  Court f i l e d  11 concurr ing,  and 29 d issent ing  opinions. 

E, J u d i c i a l  Council. 51st Annual Report 1979 (Aust in,  Texas:  May. 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
'been computed where necessary. 



TEUS DISTRICT COURT AND G i l M l Y L  DISTRICT U M ( T  

300 cwrts .  300 judges; 10 courts. 10 judges 
Court  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January 1, 1979 t o  Oece&r 31. 1979 

449 

- 
pending e pending F i l e d J  O i  sposed 

c i r i l d :  
Tor t :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Auto tort: 
Personal i n j u r y  ............................................ 

Marr iage d i s s o l u t i m :  
Divorce .................................................... 
Annulment .................................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
NanadversaryJ .............................................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Workmen' 5 compensation ..................................... 
Tax ........................................................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Extraord inary wit: 

Habeas corpus ................................................ 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Other dD.eSt ic . i -e la t ims:  

Appeal: 
Appeal of a d m i n i s t r a t i r e  agency case: 

Criminald: 
Felony: 

Cr iminal  categor ies .......................................... 
Misdemanor .................................................... 
POStCO""iCtiO" me*: 

Postconvic t ion habeas corpus ................................. 
Other c r im ina l :  

Contentpt. e x t m d i t i o n  ........................................ 
Bond f o r f e i t u r e s  ............................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 

Juveni le :  
Cr iminal - type offense: 

Delinquency .................................................. 
s t * t u s  of fenre:  

C h i l d  i n  need o f  superv is ion ................................. 
Other j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 

Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

31.052f 

84,3611 
813f 

85.174f 

12,250f 
97.424f 

10,113f 
60,5441 
70,657f 

1,027f 
136,450f 

336.610 

48,627f 
7, 60Zf 

612 

657f 
5,5671 

63,0651 

6.224f 

x 

X 
X 

4.6041 

16.926 

136.387 
1.636 

22.562 

138,023 

160.585 

8,066 
20.642 
28,708 

4.926 
100,839 

311,984 

77,461 
7,950 

1.985 

1,112 
3,968 
5,080 

92.476 

~ 

8,624 

1.156 
1,605 

11,385 

~ 

15.535 

133.801 
1.569 

135.370 

20.870 
156.240 

7,275 
19,676 
26,950 

.4,814 
85.527 

289,066 

- 

75.231 
9,886 

1,981 

1.088 
3,052 
4.140 

91.238 

- 

32.4449 

86.941 
880 

87.827 

13.942 
101.769 

10.904 
61.510 
72,4140 

1.139 

359.528 

yl.857 
5.666 

616 

681 
6.483 

7.164 
64.303 

X I 

X X 
X X 

11.283 4.706 

- ~ 

404,279f 415.845 391.587 428.537 

U d  i 

Di rec ted  
% Non-jury verdict '  

c i v i l ? :  
Tort  ..................... 648 1.363 12 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Marr iage d i s s o l u t i o n  ... 125 102.656 3 
Other .................. 20 16.104 11 

To ta l  ................... 145 118,750 14 
Appeal : 

Agency ................. 486 4,043 13 
Other  c i v i l  .............. 1,447, 20.251 133 

T o t a l  ..................... 2,7261 144,4171 mi 
Felony ................... 2,902 993 72 
Misdemeanor .............. 7 97 0 

To ta l  ..................... 2.909 1,090 72 
Juven i l e  ................... 159 6.648 27 

Grand t o t a l  ................. 5,794 152.155 271 

cr im'nal :  

Total 

2,023 

102,784 
16,135 

118,919 

4,542 
21.831 

147.3151 

3.967 
104 

4,071 
6,834 

158,220 

C i v i l  d i spos i t i ons1  

k m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  llppeal 
Mo I l a r r i age  R h e r  
t o r t  d i s s o l u t i o n  Other b e n c y  c i v i l  T o t a l i  

k f a v l t  judgment ...... 474 -_ 86 3.878 9.760 14.198 
Agreed judgment ....... 4,538 _ _  684 4,634 10.632 20.488 
Contp1ete s u m r y  

judgment ............ 88 _ _  136 88 1.866 2.178 
Oisn isred fo r  want of 

prosecut ion ......... 2.849 23.177 1.449 4.365 15.693 47,533 
Oismissed by p l a i n t i f f  4,331 8,625 1.303 8.704 18.710 41,673 
Remved t o  federal 

C0"rt 21 6 4 10 288 329 
Transferred--plea/ 

p r i v i l e g e  ........... 184 140 234 68 1,604 2.230 
Other ................. 1,027 638 839 661 5.143 8.308 

- 

............... 

(continued on next  page) 



450 Texas D i s t r i c t  Court and Cr iminal  D i s t r i c t  Court (continued) _- I 

Criminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Felon)r msdneannr Tafal 
Convic t ion ............. 2.396 6 2.402 

Ju ry  t r i a l :  

D i rected Yerdictm: 

Non-jury t r i a l :  

Acqu i t t a l  .............. 506 1 507 

Acqu i t t a l  .............. 12 0 72 

Convic t ion ............. 728 96 824 
Acqu i t t a l  .............. 265 1 266 

G u i l t y  p lea .............. 45.782 3.404 49.186 
oirmiisa,, i n s u f f i c i e n t  

evidence ............... 4,225 1.149 5.314 
Other d ismissals  ......... 20.557 4.468 25.025 
Transfers ................ 700 76 1 1,461 

~~ 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
x - The data fo r  t h i s  care type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. -- - Not appl icable.  

b s e  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or conpla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  care u n i t  Of count i s  t h e  number of defendants on t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o r  ind ic tment .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted h e n  the j u r y  i s  Sworn. 
A non- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  p o i n t  h e n  an opening statement o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence Occurs. G u i l t y  pleas i n  c r i m i n a l  

t a r t  Of a "on-jury t r i a l  are no t  counted as t r i a l s .  

n i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

n i n t h e  annual repor t .  

a1 data fo r  the c i v i l  category do not inc lude d i s p o s i t i o n s  and t r i a l s  Of ex t rao rd ina ry  wr i t s .  

f a r  t h e  1979 cou r t  year does no t  equal the end pendinh f i gu re  fo r  t h e  1978 cou r t  yea r :  

no t  equal t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  

f data inc luded i n  the category: 
c lude new cases f i l e d  and o the r  cases reaching docket. 

tionr "nonadversary" category inc ludes adoptions. change o f  name. occupational d r i v e r s '  l icenses. dependent and neglected 
c is ions.  and renoval of d i s a b i l i t y  of m ino r i t y .  
i s p o i i t i o n  t ype  o r  t r i a l  data: 
i c t  cases are counted as j u r y  t r i a l s  on t h e  tab les  i n  Par t  I O f  t h i s  repor t .  

Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council. 51st Annual Report 1979 (Aust in ,  Texas: May. 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
hare been computed where necessary. 



T E W  COUNTV COURT AT UU. CONSTlTUTlOlUL COUNTV COURT. AND PROBATE CUUR7b 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

98 courts, 98 judges; 254 courts, 254 judges: 8 courts. 8 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  lkceaber 31, 1979 

Oisposed pending Beglnmng- pending F i l e d  

t v i l d :  
La*: 

Tort: 
Other dvii j  ................................................. 53,824f 

Auto tort:  
Auto damae ................................................ 15.39Zf 

con t rac t :  

Real property r i g h t s :  
S u i t  on debt ................................................. 45,368' 

Condemnation ................................................. 1.641f 
Ertste: 

P r O b ~ t ~ h i I l ~ / i n t e ~ t ~ t e :  
Probate .................................................... N/R 

To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 116.225fi 

:r iminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Yor th less Checks ............................................. 64.72gf 
nwi  juana .................................................... 12,4741 
Other c r im ina l  ............................................... 106.423f 

Tota l3  ........................................................ 183.626fj 
Appeal 0 ......................................................... 

43,531 53.487 43.868 

9,853 10.137 15.108 

28,319 27,710 45.977 

546 470 1.717 

35.989 34,935 
19.499 zo.189 
87,668 154.977 

143.156 2 i o , m j  
81,357 0 

65.8799 
11.7909 

120.3699 
198.0389J 
0 

Total c r im ina l  .................................................. 183.626f 224,513 210.101 198,038 

Traf f ic :  
Dul/oUl: 

D r i v i n g  wh i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... 46 868f 86.158 85.509 p1.517 I __ 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 46.868f 86.158 . 85.509 97.517 

Jurent l e :  
C r im ina l  -type offense: 

S ta tus  offense: 
Delinquency .................................................. X 1.183 X X 

C h i l d  i n  need of superv is ion ................................. X 270 X X 

To ta l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 1,547f 1,453 1.436 1.564 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 348,266fi 457,160 388,850i 353.78991 

__ - 

w d  

ctvt1: 
Law ...................... 821 2.934 3.755 
Tor t :  

Auto t o r t  ............... 193 517 710 
Contract  .................. 66 1.173 1.239 
Real p r o p r t y  r i g h t s  ...... 12 15 27 

To ta l  ...................... 1.092 4.639 5.731 
Cr imtnal  ................... 1.266 2,064 3.330 
T r a f f i c :  

DMI/OUI ................... 911 550 1,461 
Grand t o t a l  .................. 3,269 7.253 10.522 

Cr iminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Jury t r i a l :  
Convic t ion ........................ 701 
k q u i t t a l  ......................... 565 

Non-jury t r i a l :  
Convic t ion ........................ 1,140 
A c q u i t t a l  ......................... 924 

Pleas of g u i l t y f n a l o  Contendere ..... 77,379 
Dismissed ........................... 96.584 
Other ............................... 32.808 

C i v l l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Real 

Auto DroDertY 
Law tort Contract . r i ' h t s -  Tota l  

Defaul t  OP agreed judgments ... 3 m  
Dismissed ..................... 27,335 4,920 9.816 a5 42.156 
Other ......................... 2.215 808 1,018 51 4.092 

Traf f ic  d i r p o r i t i o n s  

Jury t r i a l :  
Conv ic t i on  ......................... 991 
ACauitt.1 .......................... 420 

Non-jury t r i a l :  
Convic t ion ......................... 392 
k q u i t t a l  .......................... 158 

Pleas o f  g u i l t y l n o l o  contendere ...... 67,462 
D i m i s r e d  ............................ 14.073 
Other ................................ 2.513 

(continued on next page) 



45 2 Texas County Court a t  Law, Cons t i t u t i ona l  County Court, and Probate Court (continued) 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH p ro jec t .  
M I A  - This case type ( 5  handled by t h e  cour t .  bu t  t h e  data are unavai lab le.  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o w t  OP repo r t i ng  system i n f o r m t i o n :  
r k s  i n  a l l  count ies repor ted data fo r  a11 12 w n t h r .  a r e p o r t i n g  r a t e  o f  100 percent. 

case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n .  
i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count is t h e  number of defendants on t h e  i n f o r m t i o n  or complaint. 
i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or decis ion.  

1978 Court year  does no t  equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1977 Court year: 
ad justed by Computer t o  r e f l e c t  t r a n s f e r s  and o the r  year-end input .  

the d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i r p o s i t i a n r :  
i rposed f i gu res  are repo r ted  i n  the misd-anor categor ies.  
anor o r  c r i m i n a l  appeals f i gu res  balance. 

Crimfnal appeals f i l e d  are Peported separately. 

.... ..... 
To ta l  c i v i l .  and grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and pending f igures do no t  i nc lude  e s t a t e  cases. 

'OThex . c i~vi , l"  inc ludes a l l  o f  Har r i s  County (Houston) a c t i v i t y  which was not repor ted In  t h e  fou r  d e t a i l e d  c i v i l  categor ies.  
M i r d ; d % i i i  t o t a l s  inc lude appeal d i s p o s i t i o n s  and pending cases. 

F i l i n g s  a re  fo r  a l l  categories. ! 

! jExp lana t lan  of data inc luded i n  the category: 

Appeal f i l i n g s  a re  separated from t h e  misdemeanor cares. 
' Source: Texas Jud ic ia l  Council. 51st A n n u a l  Report 1979 (Austin, Texas: 

have been computed where necessary. 
Uay 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  

TEXAS MUNICIPAL COURTf 
Court O f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t f o n  

January 1. 1979 t o  Oeceldler 31. 1979 
1.00Ob cour ts .  1,000 judger  

Filed Disposed pending 
e 

pending 
~~ ~ ~~ 

Cr imfnald: 
H i s d e w n o r :  

Non- t ra f f l c  .................................................. H/A 394,207 312,608 M I A  - 
Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. HfA 394.207 312,608 NfA 

T r a f f f c :  
Parking,.. ,I ....................................................... N I A  
Otheb t r r f h i c  v i o l a t i o n  ........................................ N I A  

, & . 2,689,782 
2.460.034 

1,414,590 
2,320.841 

Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  5,149,816 3.735.431 NIA 

GiXnd food ...................................................... N I A  5,544.023 4,048,039 M I A  

T r i a l d  - Criminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  T ra f f i c  d ispos i t ionsm 

Jury t r i a l :  ............... C O " Y i C t l 0 "  ......... 488 
l r  t h e r  t r a f f i c  Acqu7tt.1 .......... 340 

) ............. 1.990 355,825 357,815 Non-jury t r i a l :  
To ta l  :.? .................. 2.718 433,419 436,137 Convic t ion ......... 70,095 

BC 

Acqu i t t a l  .......... 7.499 
Oismissed ............ 40.052 
Bond f o r f e i t w e s  ..... 76.184 
Payments of f i n e  ..... 117.950 

Jury t r i a l :  

Nan-jury t r i a l :  

conv i c t i on  ........... 1,325 
Acqu i t t a l  665 

Convic t ion ........... 292.798 

............ 
Acqu i t t a l  ............ 63,027 

Oirmissed .............. 312,417 
Bond f o r f e i t u r e s  ....... 174.328 
Payments o f  f i n e  ....... 1,476,281 

ings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s r i f i c a t i o n r  "Sed by t h e  CSIH p ro jec t .  
r e  t ype  i s  handled by the Court, but t h e  data are unavailable. 

wt or r e p o r t i n g  system information: 
Ports were requested from t h e  214 c i t i e s  w i t h  a 1970 populat ion of Over 5,000. 
on o r  u n i t  of count: 
al case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number O f  defendants an the complaint. 

counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or  decision. 
omplete: 
ed here represent 2,292 repo r t s  out of a poss ib le  2,568. a r e p o r t i n g  r a t e  o f  89 percent. Data inc ludes only  cou r t s  i n  c i t i e s  w i th  
Pu la t i on  o f  5,000 or greater .  

i s p o s i t i o n  data f o r  t r a f f i c  cases i nc lude  only  o the r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  cases. 

Oata f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  year were Submitted by cour ts  i n  186 c i t i e s .  incomplete data were submitted by 
14 C i t i e s .  and t h e  remaining 14 c i t i e s  Submitted no data fo r  t h e  1978 Court year. 
d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  data: 

Source: ,Texas Jud ic ia l  Counci l .  511t Annual Report 1979 (Aust in ,  Texas: Hay. 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
h%%*been conpllted where necessary. 



TEXAS JUSTICE OF THE PEACE CDWTf 
453 

Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
970 courts. 970 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  k c e w e r  31, 1979 

pending pending 
C i r i l d :  

La*: .................................................. C i v i l  s u i t s  NlA 257.9281 200.498i (I/A 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... NJA 267.928f 200.49d NIA 

Crini nald:  
Nisdemeanoc: .................................................. 273 0521 396,661i A N o n - t r a f f k  NIA 

Tata l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. NIA 396.66if 273.11521 NJA 

T r a f f i c :  - - 
................................................... Total  t r a f f i c  NIA i,i71.450i 1.043.3901 NJA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 1,836,0391 1.516.g40i NIA 

C i  v i  1 .................... 
Cr imina l  ................. 417 46,430 48.907 
T r a f f i c  .................. 1.443 139,760 141,203 

Total  ..................... 2,655 251,689 256.344 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  
Law 

Settlement ........... 7773 
Dismissed ............ 56,634 

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

Jury t r i a l :  Jury t r i a l :  

Non-jury t r i a l :  

Convict ion ................... 278 Convict ion ............ 1,179 
A c q u i t t a l  .................... 199 A c q u i t t a l  ............. 264 

Convict ion ................... 42,926 Convict ion ............ 134,351 

Dismissed ...................... 58,768 Oismissed ............... 62.958 
Bond f o r f e i t u r e s  ............... 4.087 Band f o r f e i t u r e s  ........ 16,541 
Payments o f  f i n e  ............... 163.290 Payments of f i n e  ........ 822.688 

Non-jury t r i a l :  

A c q u i t t a l  .................... 3,504 A c q u i t t a l  ............. 5.409 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH pro jec t .  
N/A = This Case type i s  handled by the  court .  bu t  the  data ape unavai lable.  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  care i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number O f  defendants on t h e  complaint. 
A t r ia l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  decision. 

Data repor ted  here represent 9,180 Jus t ice  o f  t h e  Peace Court monthly repor ts  ou t  o f  a poss ib le  11,640. a r e p o r t i n g  r a t e  o f  79 percent.  
!Data a re  no t  complete: 

Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council. 51r t  Annual Report 1979 (Austin. Texas: May, 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been Computed Where necessary. 



454 UTAH COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

I SUPREME COURT I siurticer 

I J"'ridicti0": 
-Reviews final iudgments of District I and lvvenile Courts. Eauitv cases on 

questions of both law &d tact. Law 

administrative rulings. 

appalled to District Court on 
constitutional ihuee only. 

case5 on q"eSti0"S of law dY. 
-Direct reviewof somestate 

-General review of lower COUrt case5 

- Allappealled civilactiom over $100. I 

Thore appeals 
allowed by the 
Supreme Court 

JUVENILE COURT (5 )  
9 iudges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Jurisdiction over adult mirdemeanors 
committed against children. 

-Exclusive jurisdiction uverdelin- 
quency, dependency. neglec~ for 
juveniles underage 18, juvenile traffic 

DISTRICT COURT ( 7 )  
24 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Originalcivil. Civil actionr. 
- Originalcriminal. Felonier. 

Appeals are heard de novo from 
Justice of the Peace Court: on the 
r m r d  fmm Circuit Court. 

Jury t M k  

misdemeanors. 

t 

Cvurt  
"f last 
res"rt 

Court "f 
general 

iurisdiction 

Cour1r of  
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates routeatappeal. 

'The City Court was replaced etfectiveluly 1,1978 by the Circuit Court 

t 



UTAH SUPRERE COURT 
court o f  l a s t  resort  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  &caber  31, 1979 

455 

End 
pending F i  1 ed Disposed Beglnnlng 

pending 

Carer: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ N I A  
Cr imina l  ..................................................... vll 
Post c o n v i c t i o n  m y :  

Post conv i c t i on  N l A  
Appeals of administrative agency carer: 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agencies .................................... M I A  
J u r m i l e :  

Juven i le  cour ts  ............................................ N I A  
Other appeals: 

I n te r l ocu to ry  appeals ...................................... N I A  
Total  appeals ................................................. N I A  

............................................ 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

O r i o i n a l  l u r i r d i c t i o n :  
O r i g i n a l  w i t s  ........................................... N I A  

D i s c i p l i n a r y  l a t t e r :  
A t to rney  d i s c i p l i n e  o r  app l i ca t i on  t o  bar ................ N l l l  

Total  ....................................................... N l A  
Total  o ther  cases ............................................. -Rm 

37 7 
107 

161 

41 
20 

--5(1 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
- x  - 

X 

.X 
X 
7 

NIA  
NIA 

N I A  

N / A  

nin * 
N I A  

N I A  

N l A  

4% 
Total  cares ..................................................... N I A  618 534 N I A  

Other proceedings: 
Other mat te rs :  ............................................... _ _  Law and m t i o n  _ _  260 260 - - - - 

......................................... _ _  - Total  o ther  proceedings _ _  260 260 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

Opinion ..................... 300 
Dismissal ................... 234 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSlU p ro jec t .  
N/A = This case type i s  handled by the  cour t .  bu t  the  aata are unavai lable.  
x = me data f o r  t h i s  case type  a re  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  ava i l ab le  by category.  -_  * Not appl icable.  

I S p e d a l  S O U P C ~  or r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data: 

.. F i l i n g  Figures f o r  cases o ther  than c i r i l  and c r lm fna l  appeals were supp l ied  by the c l e r k  o f  t he  c e w t  dur ing  data ve r i f i ca t i on .  

Source: Utah Jud ic ia l  Council. Annual RePortlUtah Courts J u l  1, 1980 t o  June 30, 1981 ( s a l t  Lake C i ty ,  Utah: 19811. S t a t i s t i c s  are frm t h e  
annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been corrputed :here necessary. and add i t i ona l  f igures  were suppl ied by the  c l e r k  o f  t he  cou r t  
du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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UTAH DISTRICT COLRT 

Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
7 d i s t r i c t s .  29 courts, 24 judges 

Disposed pendine p pending F i l e d  

t iw i ld :  
Tort: 

Real pr-pcrty r i g h t s :  

b m e s t i c  r e l a t i m i :  

Estate:  

Personal i n j u r y  ............................................. 
Eminent domain .............................................. 
I l a r r i a g c  d i sso lu t i on :  

Divorce ................................................... 
Prob. tc /wi l  l s l i  n tcstate:  

Probate ................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  ................................................. 
Appeal ........................................................ 
ExtraorQi nary mi t : 

U r i t s J  ...................................................... 
Other  c i v i l :  

C o n p l a i n t r ~  ................................................. 
Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

C r i a i n a l d :  
F e l  onylm.sd$qggnor: 

Cr iminal  categor ies ......................................... 
A w c a l  ........................................................ 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 

X 

X 

064 

81 

X 

X 

X 10.746 X 

3,496 
X 
X 

X 

X 

26,299 

- 

X 
X 

3.464 
908 
229 

338 

10.881 

27,511 

2,103 
293 

~ 

2.650 
957 

93 

X 

X 

23,181 

2,225 
270 

1,028f 2.396 2.495 

27,327f 29.907 25.676 

Ci"i l .~& ... 231 1.748 1.979 
Crimiqalm. 279 146 425 

To ta l  ..... 510 1.894 2.404 

C i v i l  d i  sposi t ionsm 

Clerk judgment ........ 761 
Sumnary judgment ...... 823 
Defaul ts  .............. 9.692 
Dismissed ............. 6.226 
Other ................. 3.700 

X 

X 

X 

4.311g 
X 
X 

X 

X __ 
30.7369 

X 
X 

9359 

- 

31,6719 

Cr iminal  d i r p o s i t i o n r m  

P leas  of g u i l t y  .................... 1,431 
Dismissed .......................... 369 

ngs i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIM pro jec t .  
o r  t h i s  case t ype  are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  total bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

on or ""it o f  count: 
e i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
1 case u n i t  O f  count i s  t h e  number o f  informdtions. indictments. or complaints. 
1 i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  swm. 
t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the p o i n t  when an opening statement or  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 
i n g  f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 court year  does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 couPt year: 

as g iven i n  t h e  annual repor t .  
i n g  does no t  equal the d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

as g iven i n  t h e  annual repor t .  
data inc luded i n  the category: 

(o the r  c i v i l )  i nc lude  f i l i n g s  not set  f o r t h  i n  Other categor ies.  e.g.. Uniform Enforcement o f  Support Act 
i n  such mdt ters  as W i t s  o f  review. p r o h i b i t i o n .  coram nobis, and habeas corpus. 
d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  or t r i a l  data: 

of d i s p o s i t i o n  and t r i a l  data a re  given f o r  tort.  real proper t y  r i g h t s .  d a e r t i c  re la t i ons .  ex t rao rd ina ry  
es . 
pe of d i s p o s i t i o n  and t r i a l  data a re  given fa r  fe lony lmisdeaanor  cases but not f o r  appeals. 

w r i t .  

1 

and o t h e r  

Sousce: 8ih Jud ic ia l  Counci l .  Annual Re or t .  Utah Courts Jul 
b%al r e p o r t  except t h a t  to ta lsPhave been computed ;ere necessary. 

1, 1978-June 30, 1979 (Salt Lake City. Utah: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  ape from t h e  

-_ - 



.UTAH CIRCUIT CMlRTbf 
Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

12 c i r c u i t s ,  33 judges 
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
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pending e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

t i v i  l d  : 
Small c la ims .................................................. 
Other  c i v i l :  

Complaints .................................................. 
New t r i a l s  .................................................. 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Criminald:  
Misdemeanor: 

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  

P re l im ina ry  hearing: 

Other  c r im ina l :  

State3 ...................................................... 
c i t y  ........................................................ 
Felony p re l im ina ry  .......................................... 
New t r i a l s  .................................................. 

Tota l  c r im ina l  ................................................. 
T r a f f i c d :  

P a r t i n g  ....................................................... 
Other  t r a f f i c  v io la t i on :  

Moving ...................................................... 
Nonmoving ................................................... 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

WIA 

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 

X 

X 
X 
X - 

30.61 If 

X 

X 

X 

X 

25.197 

__ 

X 

X 
X 
X 

355.4981 

N I A  

M I A  
M I A  

n/A 

Y I A  

N I A  

M I A  

NIA 

3 
N I A  

MIA 

NIA 
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 
x d  1 

* " " - j u r y =  

C i v i l  ........ 80 4.633 4,713 
Cr iminal  ..... 350 3.525 3.875 
T r a f f i c  ...... 369 6,950 7,319 

To ta l  ......... 799 15.108 15,907 

Cr iminal  d ispos i  t i o n r  

G u i l t y  p leas ................. 9,972 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  .............. 4.042 
Dismissed .................... 5,367 
Bound over ................... 1.941 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

Dismissed ................... 8.422 
Defaults .................... 12.189 
Summary judgments ........... 1.059 
Clerk judgment .............. 4.228 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s i  

G u i l t y  p leas ................ 26.392 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  ............. 313.009 
Oismissed ................... 8.661 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
N I A  - This  care type i s  handled by the Court. but t h e  data are  unavai lab le.  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  care type w e  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

b p a r t i c u l a r  cou r t  o r  repo r t i ng  systen in format ion:  

dCa6e d e f i n i t i o n  or  U n i t  O f  count: 
The City Ccurt was repealed e f f e c t i v e  Ju ly  1. 1978 and replaced by t h e  C i r c u i t  Court. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The Cr iminal  care u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number Of in format ions,  indictments. or complaints. 
The t r a f f i c  care u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  c i t a t i o n s  issued, regard less of the number of v i o l a t i o n s  contained i n  each c i t a t i o n .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted a t  the p o i n t  when an opening statement o r  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  any evidence occurs. 

!Data are no t  complete: 
No data were repor ted f o r  t h e  cou r t  l oca ted  i n  k e r i c a n  Fork f a r  any case Categories except c r i m i n a l  d ispos i t ions.  

JExplanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  the category: 
S ta te  case f i l i n g s  i nc lude  felony p r e l i m i n a r y  hear ings and s t a t e  misdemeanors. 

Source: UTah J u d i c i a l  Counci l .  Annual Report, Utah Courts July 1. 1978-June 30, 1979 ( S a l t  Lake Ci ty .  Utah: 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  
annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cawu ted  where necessary. 





VERMONT COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 j"LtiCe6 
Jurirdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over 

writs of error. 

4 . .  

COW1 
of last 1' resort 

I 
I SUPERIOR COURT (14) I 

8 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil action. OVer  $200, title to 

real  estate, domestic relation$. 
- Original cr iminal  (mostly felony). 

Jury tTidL. 

DISTRICT COURT' (15) 
11 judger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under 'b5,ooo (except 

- Criminal cases wi th  penalty legs than 

- Exclurive juvenile jurisdiction. 

title to real estate). 

l i fe  imprironment. 

I lurv trial.. I * PROBATE COURT (19) I 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive probate, guardianship, and 

No jury trials. 

adoption jurisdiction. 

t Indicate route of appeal. 

Court of 

iurirdiction 
general 1 
Courts of 

limited 1 jurisdiction 

459 

'The District Court was created as  a court of limited jurisdiction but since i t 6  creation has steadily increased its w o p  to  include almost dl 
criminal burinerr except for  homicides and cases where the sentence may be life imprironment. 



460 
VERMONT SUpRR(E CaURTb 
Court o f  l a s t  lpsor t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
J u l y  1, 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 

_=__ - I_ _i=_D - - 
End 

pending Beginning pendina F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Aooeals: .. 

C i r i l :  
C i v i l  ..................................................... X 
Small c l a i m  .............................................. X 
URESA ..................................................... X 
Probate ................................................... X 
Other ..................................................... X 

Tota l  ...................................................... X 
C r i a i n a l :  

Cr iminal  .................................................. X 
T ra f f i c  ................................................... X 
B a i l  ...................................................... X 

Tota l  ....................................................... X 

P0StCO""iCtian ............................................ X 
Habeas corpus ............................................. X 

To ta l  ...................................................... X 

P o i t c o n i i c t i o n  m y :  

Juveni le  .................................................... 
Tota l  appeals ................................................ 4 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  .proceedings: 

Origi:n>'l j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Hawas COPPUS ........................................... 0 
Ezoraordinary r e l i e f  1 
Other c i v i l  ............................................. 1 

.................................... 
Total .................................................... 2 

D i r c i o t i n a r r  matter ....................................... 0 
To ta l  .......................................... : ........... i 

To ta l  o fher  cares ............................................ 27 
Requests t o  appeal .......................................... 

89 X 
61 21 
5 

1001 

6 
4 
10 

-& 

0 
2 
1 
3 
1 
4 

7 

X 
72 

7 X 
O X 
7 X 
6 X 

7bz -3% 

7 1 

Tota l  cases .................................................... 291f 422 367 3499 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

not ions request ing reargument ................................ gf 
Tota l  o ther  proceedings ......................................... of 

28 29 

29 28 

- - 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D ispos i t i on  O f  appeals 

O r i g i n a l  
lppealr proceedings rotal_ 

u i t X e n  op in ion  ........... 1 1 W  0 115 

BY,"cburt order ............ 110 5 115 
k>i#turiam ................ 27 0 27 

S&ilation by p a r t i e s  .... 110 0 110 

Up i t ten  and per curiam opin ions:  
Af f i rmed ................................. 
Aff i rmed and vacated i n  p a r t  ............. 
Affirmed i n  par t .  reversed i n  pa r t ,  and 

remanded ................................ 
Affirmed, vacated, and remanded .......... 
Reversed ................................. 
Affirmed i n  par t ,  reversed i n  p a r t  ....... 
Dismissed ................................ 
Reversed and remanded .................... 
Reversed and remanded w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  .. 
Dismissed and cause remanded ............. 

Or ig i  mal Remanded w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ............... 
Affirmed and remanded .................... 
Vacated. remanded and PevePied ........... 
C e r t i f i e d  questions answered 1 

0 Vacated and remanded ..................... 
Judgment Vacated ......................... 0 

0 Judgment vacated and cause dismissed ..... 
0 Remanded ................................. 
0 Reversed and vacated ..................... 

Age of pending caseload 

Und,er 6 months .................... w=P= ............. 

s l f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSLM p r o j e c t .  
t enough in format ion i s  known. The care category may o r  may not be handled by t h e  Court. 

f o r  t h i s  care t ype  are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  ava i l ab le  by CategOPy. 

1 

1 

66 
1 

fEeginning,pending f i gu res  f o r  1979 cou r t  year does not equal end 

gChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and 

kAdd i t i ona l  in format ion:  

)Special source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  the data: 
These f igures were corrected by t h e  S t a f f  o f  t h e  Of f ice O f  the 

Wnfo rna t ion  on t r i a l  o r  t ype  o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  data: 
There were a l s o  3 d i ssen t ing  opin ions wr i t t en .  

pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 Court year: 
Figures a re  as g iven i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

d i spos i t i ons :  
Figures are as g iven i n  t h e  annual Pepart. 

Three o f  the appeals f i l e d  were not i d e n t i f i e d  by case type. 

Court Admin is t ra tor  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

They 
ape i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  number of appeals f i l e d .  bu t  no t  i n  
breakdown o f  f i l i n g s  by case type. 

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Court Admin is t ra tor ,  Jud ic ia l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Year Ending June 30, 1979 (Mantpel ier. Vermont). 
are ava i l ab le .  
by t h e  O f f i ce  o f  the Court Admin is t ra tor  du r ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

 source^ of Care data 
S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed where necessary. and co r rec t i ons  were made 

lu. 



VElUlOllT SUPERIOR CllIKiT 
Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 4  counties. 8 judges 
J u l y  1. 1978 t o  June 30. 1979 
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pending pending 

Law: 

o o m s t i c  re la t i ons :  
C i v i l  ....................................................... 4,272f 3.485 

Matr imonia lJ  .............................................. 2.710 3,288 

n i s c e l l a n e o u r j  .............................................. 368 338 

Habeas corpus ............................................... 5 21 

Other  domestic re la t i ons :  

Appeal : 

Ex t rao rd ina ry  w r i t :  
- 

Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 7.359f 

Cr iminald:  
Felony ........................................................ 20 
Misdemeanor ................................................... 3 
Appeal 
Pas tconv ic t i on  remQ ......................................... ........................................................ 

';if 
Sentence r e r i a  on ly  .......................................... 3 

Tota l  c r im ina l  ................................................. 42fi 

3.270 4.487 

3.144 2.858 

327 379 

16 IO - - 
6,757 

35 
5 

( j  I 
30 
2 

72 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 7,401fi 1.194i 6.829 7,7681 

c i v i1m:  
Law ............... 
Appeal ............ 

Tota l  .............. 
misdemeanor) ...... 

Grand t o t a l  .......... 
Criminal '  ( f e lony /  

9 
65 

3 
68 

1 
69 

T r i a l d  

308 
100 
408 

4 
412 

Total 

373 
103 
476 

5 
481 

- 

Age O f  pend i l g  caseload 

h a e r t i c  
Law & l a r i m s  

(n)- Undev 3 months ............ T ........... ........... 3+ t o  6 o n t h s  ( n )  (n) ( n )  
6t t o  12  months (n) (n ) (n)  
under 12 months ........... 2,463n 2.227n 224n 
12t t o  24 months .......... 1.328 557 104 .. 
24+ t o  36 months .......... 557 71 40 
Over 36 months ............ 139 3 11 

Y 
4 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 

C i v i l  d i  sposi t ionsm 

Oomst i c  - Law r e l a t i o n s  @peal Tota l  

........ 6 593 Default judgment 587 _ _  
Consent judgment ........ 337 _- 50 387 

0 Sumnary judgment ........ 0 _ _  _ _  
Dismissed ............... 1.970 519 168 2.657 
Transferred ............. 2 0 0 2 
Granted ................... 2.362 _ _  2.362 
Chanoe o f  venue ......... 1 0 0 1 
Discontinued and o the r  .. -- 263 _ _  263 

Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s ~  

Misdemeanor 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

. Plea ................... 12 
O isdssed  .............. 12 
Nol le  prorse ........... 1 
Change of venue ........ 8 
E x t r a d i t i o n  ............ 0 
Transferred ............ 1 
BY f i nd ing  ............. 1 
Sentence reduced ....... 0 
Sentence unchanged ..... 2 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C la i i i f iCa t iOnS used by the C S I M  p ro jec t .  
N/A = This ca re  type i s  handled by t h e  cou r t  but the data are unavai lab le.  -- = Not appl icable.  

dtase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count !  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number Of in format ions o r  ind ic tments.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted i f  the j u r y  hands down a ve rd i c t .  
A non- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  decision. 

The d i f f e r e n c e  represents adjustments m d e  dur ing t h e  year  t o  Counts from Rutland County. 

To ta l  c r im ina l  and wand t o t a l  pendinq and f i l e d  f i u w e s  do not i nc lude  Sentence rev iew m l ~  f iuu res .  

f8eginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 cou r t  year does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1978 cou r t  year: 

i0.t. are no t  complete: 
. -  

JExplanat ion o f  data inc luded i n  the category: 
M a t r i m n i a l  cases inc lude divorce. annulment, and suppor t lcustody Cases. 
Mirce l laneous cases inc lude both c i v i l  and c r im ina l  appeals as well as some habeas corpus and pOStCOniiCtiOn remb cases. 

Wategor ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  o r  t r i a l  data: 
C r im ina l  d i s p o s i t i o n  data are Only g iven f o r  felony. n i s d e r a n o r ,  sentence reria only. and appeal cares. and do no t  inc lude any 

postconvic t ion remedy data. 
nTime i n t e r v a l  o r  age O f  pending caseload data: 

The data f o r  law, domestic re la t i ons .  and appeal cases under 3 months, 3+ t o  6 m n t h s .  and 6+ t o  12 months i n  age a re  inc luded i n  the t o t a l  
l i s t e d  as Under 1 2  months. 

Source: O f f i c e  o f  the h u r t  Admin is t ra tor .  Jud ic ia l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Year Ending June 30, 1979 (Montpel ier, Vermont). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  
annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l i  have been cowputed whew necessary. 



462 
vmmm DISTRICT COURT 

Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
1 5  c i r c u i t s .  11 judger 

July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 

End ' 
pending F i l e d  Disposed endin 

Law: 
c i v i l  ....................................................... 

Small c la ims .................................................. 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Support lcustody: 
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcenent of Support Act ............. 

Mental health: 
Men ta l l y  ill commitments .................................... 
Comitments t o  Brandon T ra in ing  School 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  p r o t e c t i v e  Supervision ........................ ...................... 

Total ........................................................ 
Total c i v i l  .................................................... 
Felony ........................................................ 
Misd-anor ................................................... 
Sentence rev iew mly ......................................... 
Other  c r im ina l :  

Snomob i le lboa t ing  conp la ln t s  and f i s h  and gam i n fo rma t ion  . 
Tota l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 

Criminald:  

T r a f f i c :  

Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Jureni le: 

Total j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 

2,195f 
1.710f 

2,999 
6,822 

172f 717 

51 425 
0 139 
0 15 

51 579 

4,128f 11,117 

971f 
2.573f 

N I A  

2,892 
15,280 

N I A  

3.085 
6,715 

2.109 
1.817 

785 104 

400 16 
85 54 
12 3 

497 133 

11,082 4,163 

2,753 
14,741 

45 

1,110 
3,112 

N I A  

- 0 646 549 97 

3.544fi 18.818i 18,088 4,3191 

- - 
1,977 80,821 

- ~ 

81.032 1.766 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
I SI. 

Triald 
W N o n - j u r y  

C i r i l :  
Law ................ 6 173 
SMll C l l i m 3  ....... 0 431 

To ta l  ............... 6 604 
Cr iminal  ............. 167 52 
T r a f f i c  .............. 29 405 

Grand t o t a l  ........... 202 1.061 

Tota l  - 
179 
431 
610 
219 
434 

1.263 

Age o f  pending care load 
Change o f  venue .................. 2 

Other Referred t o  Oepartment of 
C i r i l  la" msd-mor c r i m i n a l  T r a f f i c  F i sh  and Gam .................. 40 ....... Sentence reduced ................. 18 ....... 374 (n) (n) Sentence unchanged ............... 27 

Under 3 months +' 1.539 
3+ t o  6 months (n) 140 

T T  
Under 6 m n t h s  ....... (n)  659 1.913 88" 1 . 6 1 ~  
6t t o  12  months ...... (n) 139 98 0 128 T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Under 12 months ...... 1.511" 798 2,011 88 1.741 
1 2 t  t o  24 months ..... 462 23 17 0 24 Plea ............................. 67,493 
24+ t o  36 m n t h s  ..... 105 5 0 0 1 No l le  pross ...................... 832 
Over 36 months ....... 31 0 0 0 0 Dismissed ........................ 1,322 

Vehicles (noncompliance) ........ 10,951 
Referred t o  Oepartment of Motor 

o ,sSg. eadingr i n  cate t e c ass i  i c a t i o n s  used y t e M pro jec t .  %%.$d' case t yped ls  hand!ed i y  th: CouPt but thebdat! aX 'unava i l ab le .  

-I-. 

Voluntary dismisSa1 ............ 1.195 
De fau l t  judgnent ............... 1,381 
Dismissed by judge ............. 314 
Transferred .................... 16 

Se t t l ed ld i scon t inued l  
dismissed/sumary judgment .... 6,284 

Small claims: 

Cr iminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Jury t r i a l :  

Non-jury t r i a l :  

OismiSSed by Court ............... 649 
No l le  pross ...................... 4,854 
Transferred t o  Juven i l e  Court .... 295 

G u i l t y  p lea .................... 24 

G u i l t y  p lea .................... 2 
G u i l t y  p lea before t r i a l  ......... 11,958 

dca re .dg f i n i t i on  or u n i t  of count: are n o t  complete: 
A ~ c i , r i I  case i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  Total c r im ina l  and grand t o t a l  pending and f i l e d  f i gu res  do not 

d ~ n p l a i n t .  
The 'F i iminal  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number Of informations. 

irndictmentr. or  conp la in t r .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  f o r  c i v i l  and t r a f f i c  

cases; if draMing o f  j u r y  begins f o r  c r i n i n a l  cases. 
A "on-iurv t r i a l  i s  counted if t r i e d  t o  dec is ion for c i v i l  and l i s t e d  as under 6 nonths. 

i nc lude  c r im ina l  sentence rev iew mly cases.nTim i n t e r v a l s  or  
age O f  pending data: 

w n t h r ,  and bt t o  12 months are l i s t e d  as under 12 months. 
C i v i l  age Of pending cases under 3 months, 3t t o  6 months, under 6 

T r a f f i c  age Of pending cases under 3 m n t h s  and 3+ t o  6 nanths are 
- " ~  

t r a f f i c  cases: i f  t r i a l  begins f o r  c r i d n a l  cares. 
f k g i n n i i g  pending f i g u r e  f a r  t h e  1978 Court year does not equal t h e  

end oendino f ioure f o r  t h e  1977 Court Year: 
m&diifer;nces r e f l e c t  adjustment; made t o  pending f i gu res  for 

t h e  Washington and Chittenden County C O w t S .  

Source: Office o f  t h e  Court Admin is t ra tor .  Jud ic ia l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Year Ending June 30, 1979 (Montpel ier. Vermont). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  frMn t h e  
annual repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been comuted where necessary. - 



463 VERMONT PROBATE COURT 
Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

19 c i r c u i t s  
July 1. 1978 t o  June 30, 1979 - 

endi n F i l e d j  P pending 

C i r i l d :  
Doaestic re la t i ons :  

A d o p t f m  ..................................................... 
Other dcmestic re la t ions :  

Pre-marriage matters ....................................... 
Total  ......................................................... 

Oecedent estates ........................................... 
Testamentary t r u s t s  ........................................ 

Total  ....................................................... 
Guardianship ............................................... 
G i f t s  t o  minors ............................................ 
Cemetarier ................................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Total  ......................................................... 
Alcohol and drug comi tments  ................................. 
Change o f  name ............................................... 
V i t a l  records ................................................ 

Total  ......................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

. 
Estate:  

P,~t . / . i l l r l intestate:  

saardianrhiplconrerv~to~hipltrvsteeship: 

Other estate:  

Mental heal th:  

Other c i v i l :  

127 

0 
127 

4.6891 
1,977 
6.6661 

3,8321 

2 
0 
2 

10.500f 

1 

10 
109 
119 - 

502 

709 
1.211 

1.950 
70 

2.020 

1.019 

0 
0 
0 

3.039 

0 

160 
348 
508 

4.758 

460 

708 
1.168 

1,830 
91 

1.921 

617 

0 
0 
0 

2.538 

0 

142 
354 
496 

4,202 

169 

1 
170 

4,8091 
1.956 
6.7651 

4.2341 

2 
0 
2 

11.101i 

1 

28 
103 
131 - 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 10,7471 4,758 4,202 11.303i 

Number o f  contested hear ings he ld  

D o l e i t i c  re la t i ons :  

Estate: 
Msptiol .......................... 22 

Oecedent estates .................. 57 
Testamentary t r u s t s  ............... 7 
Guardianships ..................... 42 

Total  .............................. 106 
? Mental h c a l t h  0 

Tota l  128 
....................... ................................. .I 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a i s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSlM pro jec t .  

dCa~e  d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count:  

jExp lanat ion  O f  data included i n  the  category: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  O f  a p e t i t i o n  o r  canp la in t .  

Cases f i l e d  p r i o r  t o  January 1, 1970 Mhich Were disposed du r ing  the  year were added i n t o  the  f i l i n g s  as reopened cases. 

F igurer  f o r  pending decedent es ta te  and guardianship cases do no t  i nc lude  hearings he ld  fo r  cases c o m n c e d  p r i o r  t o  January 1. 1970. 
ioat. are "a t  complete: 

Source: Off ice  O f  the  Court Administrator.  Jud ic ia l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Year Ending June 30, 1979 (ban tpe l i e r ,  Vermnt ) .  
year ending repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been Cowuted where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  
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VIRGINIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

I SUPREME COURT I 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 
-Judicial censure. retirement. and 

109judges 
]"ridi&m 
- Civil xtions in e x c m  of Bl.000. 
- Criminal carer for which perrons can 
be sentenced to thestate penitentiary. 

Appeabdenow. 

I I Jurytrialr. 

4 
I DISTRICT COURT (32) I 

I 96.6 FTEgeneraldirttict and 
62.7 F I E  juvenile and domestic I relations judges 
Juridiction: 
- Civil actions up to $s,wo. 
- Misdemeanor% ordinance violations. 

traffic, felony preliminarier. 

No jury lrialr. I 

Court 
of last 
resort 1 
Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

I 
k 



VIRGINIA SUPREIIE COURT 
c o u r t  Of l a s t  r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 8. 1979 t o  J~~ILWY 4. 1980 

465 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed endin 

ies: 
bppeals: 

P e t i t i o n s  t o  appeal granted: 
c i v i l  ...................................................... 
Cr im ina l  ................................................... 
Pos tconv ic t i on  reoedy: 

Habeas corpus ............................................ 
1 T O ~ ~ I  appeals ................................................. 
IOTher cares: 

O r i g i n a l  p m e e d i n g s :  
O r i a i n a l  i u r i s d i c t i o n :  - 

Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandams ................................................. 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
Uithdrawn ................................................ 
C i v i l  .................................................... 

Requests t o  appeal: 
P e t i t i o n s  to appeal: 

C r im ina l  ................................................. 
I Pos tconv ic t i on  remdy: 

Habeas corpus, .......................................... 
Tota l  ... ; ................................................. 1 To ta l  Other cases .............................................. 

X 
X 

X lv 

X 
x 

X 
235 

x 
X 

X 
--an 

X 
X 
X 

1141 

_ _  
1711 
2771 

211 
4691 

583' 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 

1.862 

X 
X 
X 

79 

_ _  
27 1 
283 

I 7  
561 

-ai3 

..................................................... 7751 1,862 ( z o r i e  1.8ia (za71e 8579 r m i  cases 
I 
I 
/her  proceedings: 

Rehearing requests ............................................. N I A  79 

I Orders t o  Show cause or  respond .............................. _ _  272 
Extensions of t ime ........................................... N I R  285 

557 
I 

Other matters  

i Tota l  ......................................................... 3 - 

71 NIA 

272 _ -  
285 N I A  
557 2 

!Total o the r  proceedings ......................................... N/A 636 . 627 N I A  

Manner o f  d i r p o s i t i a n  

?ppeals 
Y r i t t e n  opin ion ..... 161 
By order ............ 74 
Withdrawn ........... 56 

I 

D ispos i t i on  o f  cares 
Requests O r i g i n a l  

&ye& to appeal j u r i s d i c t l o n  
Affirmed _ _  _ _  
Reversed, remanded, e tc .  ....... 86 
Granted ........................ _ _  207 _- 

....................... _- _ _  
Awarded -- _ _  32 
Refused ........................ _- 1.203 284 
Yithdvawn ...................... -_ 56 _ _  

........................ 

l o l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSIM pro jec t .  
N l A  - This case t ype  i s  handled by t h e  court.  bu t  t h e  data are unavai lab le.  
X = The data for t h i s  care type d m  known t o  be inc luded i n  the t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. i-- - Not appl icable.  

%ares not i nc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avo id  double Counting: 

1 
?Change i n  pending does no t  equal the d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and diSpOSit ions: 

kA6d i t i ona l  in format ion:  

, 221 habeas corpus, 57 mandamus. and 2 p r o h i b i t i o n .  

/ 'Special source OP r e v i s i o n  i n  data: 

Source: 

P e t i t i o n s  t o  appeal granted a i e  not counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  appeal i s  disposed; a f i l i n g  i s  no t  counted fo r  the appeal. 
granted p e t i t i o n s  t o  appeal appear i n  parentheses. 

F igurer  a re  as repor ted i n  the annual repor t .  

One mandamus and 31 habeas corpus carer were awarded: no p r o h i b i t i o n  cases were. 

The number of 

The remaining o r i g i n a l  j u r i s i d i c t i a n  cases were refused: 
In add i t i on .  f ou r  o ther  cases were a l s o  refused t h a t  could no t  be i d e n t i f i e d  by case 

type. 

i 
Beginning pending f i gu res  f o r  o ther  carer  w e ~ e  taken from t h e  1978 annual repo r t .  where they are l i s t e d  as end pending f i gu res  fo r  1978. 

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Executive Secretary. Supreme Court, S ta te  of t h e  J u d i c i a r  Re o r t  1978 and S ta te  of t h e  Judic iary  Report 1979 (Richmond. 
V i r g i n i a :  1978 and 1979). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual repo r t  excep: th:t t o t a l s  have been c o q w t e d  where necessary. 



VIRSINIA C I K U l T  W1 
Court  o f  general J u r i s d i c t i o n  

31 c i r c u i t s .  109 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  l k c d e r  31. 1979 

i 
! 

L. 

- 
nd 

pending w eginn1ng pending Disposed 

La": 

Res1 proper ty  r i gh ts :  

F"l,t+": 

Other law .................................................... X 

Condemnation ................................................. X 
-.-.-s - ............................................... Other chancery X 

iit&i'age d i s s o i ~ t i o n :  
Oo.esMc re la t ions :  

Divorce .................................................... X 
Appeal ......................................................... X 

25,633 

1,076 

12,842 

33.252 
2.538 

23.045 X 

972 X 

11.151 X 

31.155 X 
1,943 X 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... X 75,341 68,266 X 

Cr iminald:  
Felony ......................................................... X 
Misdemanor .................................................... Y 
Eat raord inary  w r i t s  

Habeas corpus ................................................ X 

31,896 
22,839 

2 

31.260 
22,246 

330 

To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. X 55,120 53,836 X 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 114,888f 130.461 122,100 123,249 

x d  

C i v i l  
La" ................... 1.345 
Real p roper ty  r i g h t s  .. 147 
EobCtv ................ 32 
D O ~ S $ C  re la t i ons :  
Mav,iage d i s s o l ~ t i o n  . -- 

Kp&l ................ 135 
Tota'l .................. 1.659 

~i%iny ................ 2.182 
@ m a n o r  ........... 702 
Eilt"%jinnary wit ...... 

ToVal .................. 2,884 
Grand t o t a l  .............. 4.543 

Cr imina l  : 

3,407 
146 

1,436 

1.504 
597 

7,090 

6,921 
5.859 

86 
12,866 
19.956 

Tota l  

4.752 
293 

1,468 

1,504 
732 

8.749 

9,103 
6,561 

e6 
15,750 

- 

24.499 

C i v i l  d iPpOi i t ionS 

Real p roper ty  R r r i a g e  
r i  h t s  E "it d i s s o l u t i o n  e Total 

Defaul t  judgment ............ 1,640 1 44 4 49 1.738 

T r i a l  - 4 i s p o s i  t i o n s  ......... _- _ _  533 14,736 -- 15,269 

Set t led /d ismissa l  ........... &i + !,OG 2,537 835 lm 

Case purged ................. 2.309 13 222 6,876 

T r i a l  --canmi r s ione r  ......... 62 208 1.963 9,097 -- 11,330 
&her ....................... 1.458 62 2.580 408 105 4,673 

1.523 2,809 

Criminal  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Felon)r 
Y i thdrava l  p r i o r  t o  t r i a l  ................. -- 
Dismissed w i thout  t r i a l  ................... 1,166 
No l l e  Prosequi ............................ 5.233 
G u i l t y  p lea  p r i o r  t o  t r i a l  ................. 13,849 
Other ..................................... 1.909 

Miode- 

5% 
982 

2,909 
9.021 
1.152 

Ex t raord inary  
uri t 
B 

147 _ _  -- 
89 

Total  

2.295 
8.142 

22.870 
3,150 

m 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  ClaSSif iCat ions used by the CSlM p ro jec t .  
N l A  - Nis care type  i s  handled by the  cou r t  but  the  data are unavai lable.  
X - The dhta f a r  t h i s  case type  are  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. -- = Not appl icable.  

dcase definition or u n i t  o f  count: 
A c % i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  or conplaint .  
The c r im ina l  care u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number o f  charges. 
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the  jury i s  S W W ~ .  
A non- jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t ' t he  po in t  when an opening statement or t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs. 

F igure  i s  as given i n  the  annual repor t .  
f8eginning pending f i gu re  fo r  the  1979 c o u r t  year does not equal t he  end pending f igure  f o r  the  1978 cou r t  year: 

Source: Of f i ce  Of t he  Execut ive Secretary. Supreme Court. S ta te  o f  t he  Jud ic ia ry  Report 1979 (Richmond, V i rg in ia :  1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from 
the  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been conputed #here necessary. 



VIRGINIA DISTRICT COURT 
Court O f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

32 d i s t r i c t s ,  96.6 FTE general d i s t r i c t  and 62.7 FTE j u v e n i l e  and d m r t i c  r e l a t i o n s  judges 
January 1, 1979 t o  kcember  31. 1979 

I - 7 

pending v pending F i l e d  oisposed I 
l i v i l d :  
I Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. N I A  55.251 49.463 N/A 

Other c i v i l :  
C i v i l  ........................................................ - N/A 482.063 - 451.718 N/li 

/To ta l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 537,314 501.181 N/A 

I:riminald: 1 Other c r im ina l :  
Cr im ina l  ..................................................... N/A 299,819 291.640 3 

/ T o t a l  c r im ina l  .................................................. N/A 299,819 291.640 N/A 

r r a f f i c :  - 
 total t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A 918.037 886.348 NJA 

- - 

1uveni1e: - 
ITota l  j u v e n i l e  N/A 131,363 123.925 N/A 

___ - 
I .................................................. 
;rand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/R 1,886,533 1;803.094 N t A  
I 

I 
>oldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIM pro jec t .  
f /A  - This case type i s  handled by the  Court. bu t  the  data are unavai lable.  

[Judge in fo rmat ion :  

j 
jcase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  o f  count: 
I , 

The Court i s  a l so  served by magistrates.  There are 410 pos i t i ons  author ized. 241 of which serve f u l l - t ime .  Curing the  1979 cou r t  year, 
they issued 287.175 a r res t  warrants. 196,243 bonds, 34,088 surnons, 3,516 search warrants. 212.651 Comnit ta ls and re leaser.  189.062 
c i v i l  warrants. and handled 24,710 prepayments O f  t r a f f i c  i n f r a c t i o n s  and 12.150 prepayments o f  c lass  four  misdemeanors. 

A c i v i l  care i s  Counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or  conp la in t .  
The c r im ina l  care wit  of count i s  t he  number o f  charges. 

Source: Of f i ce  Of the  Executive Secretary, Supreme Court, S ta te  o f  t h e  Jud ic ia ry  Report 1979 (Richmond. V i r g i n i a :  1980). S t a t i s t i c s  are from 
I t he  annual repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been ConQUted where necessary. 
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'""itY CO"9 
of 

C0"flil 
Or r, 

timed, where conflicting statutes or 
rules of law are involved, or where 
the issue is of broad public interest. 

- Aggrieved party has rightof review 
when reversal in Court of Appeals i s  
not unanimous; otherwise review is 
discretionarv. 

WASHINGTON COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

1zojudge. 
lurirdiction: 
- Allcivil matters except rmallclaims. - Exclurive jurisdiction overprobate, 

- All criminal matterr except minor 

- Exrlurive jurisdiction over juvenile. 
Appeals are heard de novo. 

divorce,andannulment. 

criminal. 

I SUPREMECOURT 1 
I 9 juitices. 1 commissioner I J  unrdiction: 

I _I conrtitutionalityof d BtatYteiSquer- 

- Hearrdirert appeals wherein actions 
of stale official. are involved. where 

t 
COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
16 fudges. 3 commissionem 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears appeals from Iower~oui t5  ex- 

cept thore in the jurisdiction of the 

J..y trial$. w 
'MYNICIPAL AND 
%LICE COURT (146) 
Jbrirdiction: - Municipal ordinance  violation^ (fine 

lees than $500. sentence le35 than 
'6 donthr).  

- Nolof record. 

Ijusticeof thepeace 
JUrirdiCtiOn: 
- Civil aCtions under $l,ooo.  mall 

Claims. - Misdemeanors (fine le31 than $100. 
sentence le91 than 3odays). traffic, 
preliminary hearings. 

- Not of record. 

I I DISTRICT COURT (73)' . ~, 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under Bl.000. $mall I ?JlirnE .... ~. 
- Misdemeanors (fine lee9 than $500 

- Not of record. 

andlor sentence le51 than 6 months), 
traffic, felony preliminaries. 

1"ry trial.. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

COWt 1 
Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurirdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. t *District Coun provides i e M c c s  to municipalities that do not have a Muninpal or Police Coun. 



UA5SHIIIGTON SUPRME COlRT 
cour t  Of l a s t  r e s o r t  

F j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  December 31, 1979 

469 

1 w endingJ Disposed pendinpj 
egtnn1ng 

(carer: 
Appeals: 

j C i v i l  ........................................................ 106fl 
C r i n i n a l  ..................................................... 45f l  

To ta l  appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

Personal r e s t r a i n t  p e t i t i o n s j  ............................ 21 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  mat ter  ........................................ 51 

Tota l  ....................................................... 71 

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  review: 
Requests t o  appeal: 

C i v i l  .................................................... 5lfl  
Criminal  ................................................. 55f l  

Tota l  ..................................................... 106fl 
28 f l  

Total ....................................................... 134fl 
Tota l  o ther  cases ............................................. -1 

Notices o f  d i sc re t i ona ry  review ............................ 

149 
35 -m 

27 
2 

29 

222 
190 
412 
160 
572 

-mi 

141 
34 

-fT5 

1359 
429 

7779 

15 169 
4 49 

19 20g 

229 529 
179 659 
408 1179 
153 289 
561 1459 

-380 7 6 5 0  

To ta l  cases ..................................................... 294fl 785 755 2429 , 
I 
I Manner O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

- Requests t o  appeal 
P e t i t i o n s  Oiscre- 

bpealr  Or ig ina l  D i s c i -  f o r  review t i o n a r y  
~ V I I  Criminal TotaT j u r i s d i c t i o n  p l i n a r y  Rr i l  Cr imnaT review Total Total -___ 

@ i n i o n  ......... 93 25 118 5 4 25 
Order: 

15 22 62 189 

Denied ........ 10 0 10 1 0 199 
Oimissed... . .  6 4 10 5 0 5 

0 Transferred ... 32 5 37 4 _ _  
164 116 479 490 

0 14 19 34 
0 I 1 42 

Case6 
Appeals i n  which opinions were f i l e d :  

Cr iminal :  
F i l e d  d i r e c t  ..................... 5 
C e r t i f i e d  from COA ............... 9 
A l l  c r im ina l  ..................... 14 

c i r i 1 :  
F i l e d  d i r e c t  ..................... 19 
C e r t i f i e d  from COR ............... 31 
A l l  c i v i l  ........................ 50 

t o  ready 

281.0 
363.0 
318.5 

280.0 
270.0 
270.5 

Time i n t e r v a l  data (median days) 

Number O f  F r m  f i l e d  From ready 
t o  heard 

122.0 
129.0 
122.5 

102.0 
117.0 
106.5 

F i l e d  d i r e c t  ..................... 0 
C e r t i f i e d  from COR ............... 1 134.0 0.0 
A l l  j u v e n i l e  ..................... 1 134.0 0.0 

F i l e d  d i r e c t  ..................... 24 280.5 116.5 
C e r t i f i e d  f r m * C O A  ............... 41 304.0 117.0 
A l l  appeals ...................... 65 296.0 117.0 

Juveni le:  _ _  _ _  
A l l  appeals: 

F P O ~  heard Frm f i l i n g  t o  
t o  op in ion opin ion f i l e d  

73.0 489.0 
122.0 643.0 
108.0 555.5 

143.0 528.0 
142.25 501.5 
142.5 505.0 

128.0 262.0 
128.0 262.0 

128.5 489.5 
141.75 517.5 
134.75 517.5 

_ _  _ _  

Status o f  pending caseload (12/31/79j  i 
I Appeal P e t i t i o n s  f o r  review Other 

r m na o ta  D isc i  l i n a r  r mina o ta  cases Total % % 'd 7 7lT 
Ready f o r  r e t t i n g  .................................... 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 19 21 
Set f o r  hear ing ...................................... 25 3 28 3 38 40 78 6 115 
Opin ion lorder  i n  pmcess ............................. 33 14 47 1 14 24 38 8 94 
Opinionlorder f i l e d  (awai t ing r e m i t t a n c e l j  ........... 7 3 10 0 6 3 9 2 21 

Not ready f o r  s e t t i n g  ................................ br i 
I 
I 
I 

(cont inued on next page) 



470 - ;rashington Supreme Court (continued) 

8oldfacE headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a r r i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSIH pro jec t .  -_ - Not appl icable.  

CJudge in fo rmat ion :  Personal r e s t r a i n t  p e t i t i o n s  are requests fo r  r e l i e f  from 
l n  add i t ion .  one commissioner s e ~ v e s  t h e  Supreme Court. 

fseginning pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1979 c o u r t  year does not equal the  

P r i o r  to 1979. cases awa i t ing  remit tance were counted as p a r t  O f  

9Changs i n  pending does not equal t h e  di f ference between f i l i n g s  and 

cond i t ions  O f  r e s t r a i n t  imposed by t h e  Court. i.e., a pr isoner 
who f e e l s  h i s  sentence should be shortened under new laws passed 
since h i s  incarcera t ion .  

a:, 
end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 Court  year:  

]Special  source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  the  data:  
the  pending caseload. The d i f fe rence between t h e  f igures  i r  t h e  Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were taken  from t h e  1978 annual repo r t  

number o f  cases awa i t ing  remittance. 

F igurer  a r e  as given i n  the  annual reports.  

where they  are given as end pending f igures  fa r  t h a t  year. 

d ispos i t ions :  

jExp lanat ion  o f  dat; included i n  the  t o t a l :  
Pending caseflaw data included i n  t h e  p r o f i l e  do not i n c l u d e  Cases 

on which t h e  op in ion  o r  order have been f i l e d  bu t  are s t i l l  
a w a i t i n g  remittance. 

Source: Off ice O f  the  Administrator f a r  t h e  Courts. 22nd. 23rd Annual Report 1978, 1979 (Olympia. Washington). 
repor ts  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual 

WASHINNON COURT OF APPEALS 
In te rmed ia te  a p p e l l a t e  court 

January 1. 1979 to & c e d e r  31. 1979 
3 d i v i s i o n s .  16 judger, 3 c m i s s i o n e r a  

P 
F i l e d  Disposed endinqj  

S e g 1 n n i n g  
pendingJ 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 1,079fl 
Cr im ina l  ..................................................... 827f l  

To ta l  appeals ................................................. i3iTW 
Other cases: 

O r i s l n a l  proceedings: 

Requests t o  appeal : 
Personal r e s t m i n t  p e t i t i o n s J  ............................. 60f1 

Notions fo r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review .......................... 
Total  other cases ............................................. 46f l  

1.200 

m 721 

174 

148 
T 

1.157 
783 m 

154 

139 
293 

1,1369 
7869 

m g  

80 

519 
-TI 

Total  cases .................................................... 2,012fl 2.243 2,233 2,0539 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  l ime i n t e r v a l  data (median days) 

Appeals Or ig ina l  Requests 
C i v i l  Grim proceedlngr t o  appeal --- 

opin1an: 
Pgbiished o p l m o n  .. 237 172 409 9 8 
U'nodbTrded oolnlon. 322 377 699 9 2 

Or$&: 
h i e d  ............. 1 I 2 44 86 

O i m i s s e d  .......... 223 553 776 81  39 
Transbewed ........ 10 44 54 11 4 

T0t.l .- 

426 
710 

132 
896 

69 

From f i l e d  From ready From heard From f i l i n g  t o  
to ready to heard to op in ion  Opinion f i l e d  

Type of appeal: 
Cr im ina l  .......... 194.0 223.2 54.3 423.0 
C i v i l  ............. 187.0 202.5 61.2 439.0 
J u v e n i l e  .......... 138.5 154.5 75.5 375.5 
A l l  appeals ....... 189.8 218.8 60.8 424.8 

Status Of pending caseload (121311791 

O r i g i n a l  Requests t o  
C&@%kiZ Tota l  proceedings appeal Total  

Not ready f a r  s e t t i n g  583- 969 69 32 1;Ciib 
Ready f o r  S e t t i n g  .......................... 177 104 281 9 5 295 
Set f o r  hear ing ............................ 260 199 459 1 8 468 
Ooinionlorder i n  DrOCess ................... 116 97 213 1 6 220 

...................... 

A k a i t i n g  remi t tance j  ....................... 122 109 231 3 6 240 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  C laSs i f iCat ions  used by the  CSIH p ro jec t .  -- I Nat appl icable.  

fBeginninppending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1979 Court year does not equal t h e  

P r i o r  to 1979, cases awa i t ing  remit tance were counted as p a r t  O f  

JExplanat ion of data included i n  the  category: 
' end pend$nb f i g u r e  f o r  the  1978 Cour t  year: Pending care f low d a t a  i nc luded i n  t h e  p r o f i l e  do no t  inc lude Cases 

a m i  t i  ng remittance. 
the  Dending caseload. The d i f f e r e n c e  between m e  f iqures  i s  t h e  Personal r e s t r a i n t  motions are a procedure f o r  seeking r e l i e f  from 
numb;? o f  ;ares awa i t ing  remittance. t e r m  o f  confinement. 

9Change i n  pending doer not equal t h e  dl f ference belneen f i l i n g s  and {Special  source or  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  da ta :  
d i  soosi t i  0"s: Beginning Dendin4 f i q u r e s  were provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

Figures a r e  as given i n  t h e  annual repor ts .  

except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. and a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion  was provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Off ice Of the  
COuPt dur ing  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

o f f i c e - o f  the  courf dur ing  data v e r i f i c i t i o n .  

Source: Off ice of the  Admin is t ra to r  f o r  t h e  Courts. 23rd Annual Report 1979 (Olympia. Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the  annual r e p o r t  

% 



MASHINGTON SUPERIOR COURfi 
Court o f  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

28 courts. 120 judger 
January 1. 1979 t o  D e c d e r  31. 1979 

471 

I 
Oisposed Pending e pending F i l e d  

C i r i l d :  
T o r t  ........................................................... 
con t rac t :  

C o m e r c i a l l c a n t r a c t  .......................................... I Real p roper t y  r i gh ts :  
Proper ty  r i g h t s  .............................................. 

DOmStic r e l a t i o n s :  
~ Adoption .................................................... 

Other  d a m s t i c  re la t i ons :  
I Oomestlc r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
~ Estate: 

Probate ..................................................... 
Guardianships .............................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 
Appeal: 

Appeal o f  t r i a l  c w r t  care: 
Lover cou r t  appeals ........................................ 

Appeal o f  admin i s ta t i ve  agency case: 
Admin i s t ra t i ve  Law Review .................................. 

Total ........................................................ 
Mher c i v i l  .................................................... 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... 
:r iminald:  

F e l  onyJ : 

Probatel*iIlsfintertate: 

G ~ i ~ d i ~ n ~ h i p l c o ~ i e r ~ ~ t ~ ~ s h i p l t r u s t e e s h i p :  

Crime against  p e r r o d  ! ....................................... 
Crime against  pmper t yJ  ...................................... 
L iquor lna rco t i cs  ............................................. 
Other c r i m i n a l  ............................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
oe "OYD appeals from lower cour ts  ............................ 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
luveni le :  

Appeal of t r i a l  c o u r t  case: 

Cr iminal  t y p e  offense: 

Nom-offense: 
Juven i l e  o f fenders ........................................... 
Dependency ................................................... 

Total j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

6,968 

22.469 

6,984 

3,709 

42.529 
46.238 

11,516 

2,020 
13,536 
4.386 

872 

888 
1,760 
9,979 

112.320 

4,747 
3,164 
1,582 
2,678 

12.171 

3.053 

15,224 

16,378 

4,458 

N I A  20.836 

6.2581 

16,1381 

3.834i 

2.483 

31,5451 
34,0281 

7.392 

757 
8.149 
1.436 

i g 3 i  

4101 
603: 

4.0541 

74.5ooi 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

iz,gssi 

14,008 

2.638 - 
16,646 

N l A  

N I A  

NIA 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N IA  

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 

-!I!! 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
NIA  

N IA  

N I A  - 
N/A 

N I A  148.380 io4 , i oz i  N IA  

W d  C i v i l  d i  spo r i  t i onsh im Criminal d i  rpos i  ti onshi 

JUr-vNan-jvry- OismiSSed--failUre t o  prosecute ... 4,788 Dismissed or acqui t ted a f t e r  
Oefault judgnent ................. 28.725 t r i a l  ........................ 648 

Change of venue ............... 389 

Juven i l e  ........ 0 3,176 3.176 Summary judgment ................. 2,394 p r e t r i a l  disai.rsa1 ........... 3.369 
To ta l  ............. 2,800 10.718 13.518 Disposed f o l l o w i n g  s t a r t  o f  Convicted and sentenced ....... 6.867 

Civi l .  .......... 1,181 6.203 7,384 Change of venue .................. 798 
Cr im ina l  ........ 1.619 1,171 2.790 Se t t l ed la the r  p r e t r i a l  d ismissal  . 26,331 Oeferred prosecution o r  

t r i a l  ( i n c l u d i n g  t r i a l  v e r d i c t )  . 16.756 Convicted w i t h  probat ion o r  
deferred sentence ............ 1.814 

(continued on nex t  page) 



472 Washington Super ior  Court Icont inued)  

Boldface neadings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSIM p r o j e c t .  
H I A  * This ca re  t ype  i s  handled by the cour t .  bu t  the data are unavai lab le.  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count: jExplanat ion o f  data included i n  the Category: 
A c i v i l  ca re  i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  OP 

The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of defendants on t h e  CoUrtS. 

A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non- jury  t r i a l  i s  counted when the f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

lnconplete d i s p o s i t i o n  data were repor ted f o r  the case categor ies 

A l l  o r i g i n a l  c r im ina l  cases f i l e d  i n  t h e  Superior Court a re  

Crim against  perron category inc ludes homicide. assau l t ,  sex 

Crime against  proper ty  category inc ludes burg lary ,  larceny. and 

Type O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  and t r i a l  data f o r  C i v i l  cases g iven included 

complaint. f e lony  carer .  Misd-anors are heard only  on appeal from love r  

i n fo rma t ion  or indictment. 
Offenses, and robbery. 

iData a re  no t  conplete: forgery. 
mlnformation on d i s p o s i t i o n  t ype  or t r i a l  data: 

marked f o r  One cou r t  l oca t i on .  
d i s p o s i t i o n s  only  fov  cases f i l e d  du r ing  1979. 

Percentages fa r  each type of d i s p o s i t i o n  given i n  the annual 
repor t .  

m a t  cou r t  was able t o  r e p o r t  
the case categor ies o f  tort,  contract ,  m a l  p roper t y  r i gh ts .  
c i v i l  appeals. domestic r e l a t i o n s .  and o the r  c i v i l  cares. hFigures were conputed: 

C i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  type O f  d i s p o s i t i o n  data were ca l cu la ted  us ing 

Source: O f f i c e  O f  the Admin is t ra tor  f o r  t h e  Courts. Z3rd Annual Report 1979 and 1980 Annual Report O f  t h e  Caseloads and Operations of t h e  
Cauds O f  Washington (Olympia. Washington). I t a t i s t i c s  a re  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed h e r e  
necessar-y. 

WASHINGTON DISTRICT COURT WD JUSTICES OF THE PEACEk 
Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

73 d i s t r i c t  courts. 1 j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  peace 
January 1. 1979 t o  kcember 31. 1979 

pending 3 pending F i  1 ed Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ N I A  67.106 
tall c h i &  ................................................... N I A  25.339 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  92.445 

.................................................... NIA 70,753 
hearing: 
l l m i n ~ ~ y  ............................................ N/A 9,876 

N I A  
N/A - 

N I A  

N I A  - N I A  

NIA 

N I A  

N/A 

N I A  

N/A 
To ta l  c r l n ina ' l  .................................................. NIA 80,629 N I A  NtA  

T r a f f i c  : - __ - __ 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I R  591.235 N I A  N I A  

Grand rota! ...................................................... N I A  164.309 N I A  N I A  

C i " i , l  ......................... X 

Gca$& t o r d l  .................... 1.298 65.356 66.654 

Cq-f-,, na l  ...................... X X X 
Tb*f,jiaq: ....................... x X X 

Criminal  d ispos i t ionsm 

B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e s  ................. 13.828 

T r a f f i c  d i spos i t i on rm 

B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e s  ................ 315.004 

BO'IBf 
~ A F  i 
x ' - > T  

d.@gs i n d i c a t e  the ClaSsif iCatiOns used by t h e  CSIM pro jec t .  
type i s  handled by t h e  cou r t ,  but t h e  data are unavai lab le.  
i t h i s  case t ype  i s  known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l .  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by CategOPy. 

n o r  u n i t  o f  count: 
e i s  Counted u i t h  the f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  o r  conp la in t .  
1 case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants on t h e  in format ion,  ind ic tment .  OP complaint. 
1 i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  Swrn. 
t r i a l  i s  counted when the f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. ~ ~~~ ~ 

k w q ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ f o r m a t i o n :  c' Dir,%%WCourt and Jus t i ces  O f  t h e  Peace data inc lude cases t h a t  are processed by D i s t r i c t  Courts f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h a t  Contract w i t h  the 
0 i ;Ci i r t  h u r t  f o r  t h i s  ouroose. ........ r~ ~ . . ~ .  

Wxp lana t ibn  o f  data inc luded i n  the category: 
C r im ina l  and t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i nc lude  f i gu re r  for  b a i l  f o r f e i t u r e  l i s t e d  under both the cou r t  b u r i n e r r  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Caurtr and of 

Munic ipa l  cour ts  t h a t  con t rac t  w i t h  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Coucts. 

Source: O f f i c e  o f  the M n i n i r t r a t o r  f o r  t h e  Courts. 23rd Annual Report 1979 (Olympia.. Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 



WASHINGTON #UMICIPAL .M(D POLICE COURfi 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

146 cour t s  
January 1. 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

473 

F i l e d  Disposed pending 
I e 

pending 

__ ~ - - 
.................................................... N I A  2.009 NIA N I A  ,Total C i Y i I  

rk: 
I. . 
,pi na l  d : 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n :  1 Cr iminal  ..................................................... __ N I A  

o r a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N I A  I 

I 

49.238 3 3 
49.238 NIA N I A  

N I A  NIA N I A  

221.897 3 N/R 
i o ta1  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  221,897 N I A  N I A  

;and t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  273.144i N l A  N I A  

T r i a l d  - 
Criminal  d i spos i t i onsk  * Non-+r$ ~A Total 

C i ” i l  .................. B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e s  ............... 11.844 
Cr iminal  ............... X X X 
T r a f f i c  ................ X X X T r a f f i c  d i spos i t i onsk  

To ta l  ................... 33Ei 17.0741 17.4121 
B a i l  f o r f e i t u r e s  ............... 125.204 i 

b ld face headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlM p r o j e c t .  
CIA - This  case type i s  handled by t h e  cour t ,  bu t  t h e  data a re  unavai lab le.  
I - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are know t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
I 
Case d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  count: 

I A j u r y  t r i a l  i r  counted when t h e  i u r v  i s  sworn. 
The c r im ina l  Care u n i t  o f  count i s  t h e  number o f  defendants an the information, ind ic tment ,  or complaint. 

I 

A i o L - j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted *hen t h e - f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

Na data Were ava i l ab le  on t h e  number O f  p a r t i n g  cares t h a t  were handled by t h e  cou r t .  
T r i a l  f i g u r e s  do not i nc lude  c i v i l  t r i a l s  t h a t  were conducted by t h e  Sea t t l e  Munic ipa l  Court. 

Munic ipa l  and Po l i ce  Court f i gu res  do no t  i nc lude  those m n i c i p a l  ordinance v i o l a t i o n s l t n l f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  t h a t  a re  processed by D i s t r i c t  
CouPts f o r  w n i c i p a l i t i e s  con t rac t i ng  w i t h  D i s t r i c t  Courts f o r  services. 

C i v i l  cases are handled i n  the S a t t l e  Municipal Court only. 

Data are no t  complete: i Addi t ional  in format ion:  
I ’ 
~ 

iource: O f f i c e  o f  the Admin is t ra tor  f o r  t h e  Courts. 23rd Annual Report 1979 (Olympia. Uarhington). 
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  



474 
WEST VIRGINIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT I 
5justices 
lurirdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in civil matters 
o"ei$loo. in caserinvolvingLonrtit" 
tionality of a law, and in felony and 
misdemeannr rase3 from Circuit 
Court. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
60 judger 
Iutisdiction: 

Civil actions "Yer $100. 
- Unlimited original criminal 

jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

l Y r Y  trials. 

1 4 8  magtetratee 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Smallclaims and landlord-tenant 

under $l,soo. 
- Mirdemeanoriand traffic with fine 

less than 51.0OOorsentence 
less than 12 months. Felony 
preliminaries. 

54 iudger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors. traffic. ordinance 

No iury trials. 

Cvurts of 
limited 

juiiidictio" 

t Indicates route of appeal. 



WEST VIRGINIA SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS 
Court  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1. 1979 t o  O e c d e r  31. 1979 
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- End 
pending F i l e d  Oisposed Beginning I pending 

35es: 
Appealsk ...................................................... N/A 

Total  appeals ................................................ NIA 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedingst: 

O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ..................................... N I A  i ~ r i r o r y  opinion: 

Requests t o  appeal: 

C e r t i f i e d  quest ion ...................................... NIA 
i o t a 1  ...................................................... NIA 

Regular w i t s  ............................................. N/A 
C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................ NIA 

! , Total  ...................................................... . Total  o ther  cases ............................................ # 

236 
236 

NIA 
NI1 

9 
518 

X 
X 

494 
1,012 

, T o t a l  cases ................................................... NIA i.012 (353)e 804 ( ~ ) e  M I A  

O ispos i t ion  of Other caseo 

O r i g i n a l  M v i s o r y  Requests t o  
Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  (matured cases)  j u r i s d i c t i o n  . o p i n i o n  appeal 

W r i t t e n  and per  CUrim.Opini0n .............. 185 Granted ............. 184 8 252 
Orders and per curiam orders ................ 51 Denied .............. 264 1 21 7 ........... 1 Withdrawn 0 0 

Not considered ...... 61 0 24 

, 

b ld face  headings i n d i c a t e  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlH p r o j e c t .  
lank space - Not enough informat ion i s  known. The case category may or may not  be handled by the  cour t .  

= The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  t h e  t o t a l .  bu t  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by Categwy. 
I 
Cases no t  inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

I , r e s u l t i n 0  m e a l .  There wanted r e a u e s t l  t o  a ~ ~ e a l  ape the  numbers aoDearins i n  oarentheser. 
Requests t o  appeal t h a t  have been granted a re  not counted as disposed u n t i l  the  appeal i s  disposed; a f i l i n g  i s  no t  Counted f o r  t h e  

. .  . .  - .  
hdd i  t i  ondl i niormet ion  : 
I 

I 
I 
'ource: 

West V i r g i n i a  does not h e w  an automatic appeal i n  e i t h e r  c i v i l  o r  c r i m i n a l  Cases. 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings are heard on a d i s c r e t i o n a r y  basis. 

Case accounting provided by t h e  Court c o n s i s t s  of 
account ing f o r  p e t i t i o n s  for appeal f i l e d  and acted upon. Data a r e  no t  maintained regarding appeals as a separate category. 

Unpublished data provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  courts.  
have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from the  unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  



YES1 VIRGIMlA ClRCUlT COURT 
Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

31  c i r c u i t s ,  60 judges 
o ~ c - ~  1. 1978 t o  r n v d e r  30. 1979 

* 

476 

F i l e d  Disposed pending pending 

c i r i l d :  
DOmst i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

h t a l  health: 

Appeal : 

Other c i v i l :  

Adoptions ................................................... 27afh 

Mental hygiene .............................................. 373fh 

Appeal o f  a d . i n l S t r a t i v e  agency case: 
A d m i n i r t r a t i v e  ............................................ 32fh 

C i v i l  ....................................................... 40.057fh 
Miscellaneous cores ......................................... 922fh 

Tota l  ........................................................ 10,919fh 

1.308 

2.311 

1.446 

33.423 
3,037 

35,450 

1.264 

2.276 

1.372 

32.770 
2,477 

35,247 

322 

408 

106 

40.710 
1.482 

42.192 

To ta l  c i v i l  .................................................... 41.66Zfh 41.525 40,159 43.028 

Cr iminald:  - - - __ 
Total c r im ina l  ................................................. 5.607fh 7.659 6.241 7.025 

- - __ __ Jwmi IC :  

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. 2.940fh 6,995 6,291 3.644 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 50.209fh 56,179 52,691 53.697 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  ClasSif iCatiOns used by the C S I M  p ro jec t .  

k a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  OP u n i t  o f  count: 
A civi"1 care i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  c o w l a i n t .  
The criminrl care u n i t  Of count i s  t h e  number Of ind ic tments or warrants issued. 

TheidJki%ures represent t h e  number o f  cases awai t in9 serv ice on December I ,  1978. a d i f f e ren t  data than t h e  f igures g iven 
fBegjnna@$*nding f i g u r e  for  t h e  1979 c o u r t  year does not equal end pending f i gu re  f o r  the 1978 C O U P t  year: 

e;8ioq:; * f  t h e  1978 cou r t  year. 
hFi,g@ rds.bomputed: 

@@>?"gpending f i gu res  were ca lcu la ted  frm f i l ed ,  disposed. and end oending f i g u r e s  given i n  t h e  unpublished data. 

as pending a t  t h e  

Source: ,Unpublished data prov ided by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i ce  o f  t h e  cour ts .  
<wve  been computed where necessary. 

Statistics a re  from t h e  unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  

I- .... 



YEST YIR61NIA Iu61STRATE COURTa 
477 

Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
55 courts. 148 m g i s t r a t e s  

January 1. 1979 t o  kcember 31. 1979 

PP I m eg,nmng pending Disposed 

;i v i  Id: 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 14.576 48.442 42.208 20,808 

- - - - 

I 
:rid na l  d : 

Mirdemeanorj ................................................... 39,382h 

1 Felony ....................................................... 4,L185h 

118.339 107.869 49.852 

11.19p 5.410 

) T o t a l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 43,467h 129,535 117,740 55.262 

r r a f f i c  I 
~ 

........ I Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  
T r a f f i c  and 0.N.R.J .......................................... 14.54Sh 122.291 

To ta l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 14,646h 122.291 116,249 

20,688 

20.688 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 72,687h 300.268 276.197 96.758 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s i i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlM pro jec t .  
I 
aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
1 
dCare d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  O f  count: 

I 
hFigure was computed: 

LExplanat ion Of data inc luded i n  the category: 

This cou r t  was es tab l i shed  January 1. 1977, rep lac ing  the e x i s t i n g  Jus t i ce  Of t h e  Peace Courts throughout t h e  s ta te .  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  Of a p e t i t i o n  or a conpla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  u n i t  o f  Count i s  the number o f  warrants issued. 

Beginning pending f igures were Cowputed from f i l e d .  disposed and end pending f i gu re .  

Misdemeanor inc ludes w r t h l e s r  ch-k cares. 
D.N.R." are  cases. p r i m a r i l y  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s ,  occu r r i ng  i n  s t a t e  parks under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Department Of Natural Resources. 

I 
/Source: Unpublished data provided by t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i c e  Of the COUPtS. S t a t i s t i c s  w e  f rom t h e  unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have 

I 
been computed where necessary. 

I 
YEST YIR61NIA M J N I C I P N  COURT 
Court o f  l imi ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  

54 courts. 54 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Decenber 31. 1979 

There were no data ava i l ab le  f a r  cases handled i n  t h e  Nunic ipa l  Court for 1979. 

I 



478 
WISCONSIN COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 IUStiCPS 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellsle jurirdiction over all Cowti 

- Limited original jurisdiction in case3 of r- statewide concern. 

in theitate. 

12 iudger 
Jurisdiction: 
- Otiginal jutisdiction ta issue pcerwativo 

- Reviews decisions of lower courts and 
write. 

administrative prneedingr. 

19Ojudge5 
Jurisdiction: 
- Onginalnvil. 
- original criminal. 
- Juvenile matters 
Appals from Municipal Iuitice Court 
or trial de novo. 
Jury trials. 

(207) 
209 iudges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Municipal ordinance violations. 

No jury trial$. 

Court oi 
l l i t  

rR"rt 1 
1 

Intermediate 
appellate 

COUrt 

1 
Covrt "f 
limited 

jurisdiction 

indicates route of appeal. t 
*The Court of Appeals was established by Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter 187.11977) and began hearing cases on August 1,1978. 
"The county Court was sbolishedon August 1,1978 and i t 8  jurisdiction was added to the Circuit Court. 



UISCONSIN SUPREME COURT 
Court o f  l a s t  resort  

1 j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1979 t o  December 31. 1979 

479 

- P 
pending B e g i n n i n g  F i l e d  Disposed I pending 

la:iiaisj: 7bs 
T o t a l  appeals ................................................. NIR -m 7 4 3  

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  pmccedings: 

' O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Habeas corpus. mandamus, p r o h i b i t i o n .  c e r t i o r a r i  ......... 5 
Miscellaneous ............................................ NIA 
O r i g i n a l  ac t ions  ......................................... 0 

Total  ....................................... i ............. 5i  
Df s c i  p l i n a r y  ............................................. 0 

I T o t a l  ....................................................... 5i  
I Total  o ther  cases ............................................. 3fi 

28 
39 

6 
73 
15 
88 

7 i l  

29 
N I A  
6 

351 
15 
501 

7or 

A 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 5f i 636 4991 112i i 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q i e s t s :  
Motion f o r  reconsiderat ion ................................... 7 I 

I Other matters:  
I b t i o n s  ...................................................... 41 

.......................................................... 41 
1 Foreign bar  admissions, bar exam, and diploma ................ _ _  
I Total  - 

47 

47 
N i A  , 

477 - 

52 

76 
675 
751 - 

2 

12 

12 
_ _  
- 1 Total  o ther  proceedings ......................................... 48 94i 803 14 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a l s i f i C a t i o n S  used by t h e  CSIH p r o j e c t .  
NIA = This case type i s  handled by t h e  COuPt, but  t h e  data are unavai lable.  
'-- = Not appl icable.  

ifBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1979 Court year does not equal the  end pending f i g u r e  for  t h e  1978 Court Year: 
1 

: i  

Between 1978 and 1979, the cour t  changed i t s  r e p o r t i n g  per iod  from t h e  f i s c a l  year t o  t h e  calendar year and a lso  made some changes i n  i t s  
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  As a r e s u l t  the numbers are not the  same. 

Data are not complete: 
Beginning pending t o t a l  case6 f igure  does not inc lude the  number Of appeals pending a t  t h e  beginning Of the  c o u r t  Year. 
To ta l  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  OPiginal proceedings, t o t a l  other cases.  and t o t a l  cases pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  data do not i n c l u d e  

Total  Other matters and t o t a l  other proceedings f i l e d  do no t  inc lude fo re ign  bar admissions. bar exam, and diploma matters.  
PExplanat ion O f  data included i n  the  category:  

The Supreme Court hears carer described as '"review, bypass. and C e r t i f i c a t i o n . "  
I on bypass o f  the  Court o f  Appeals (on l i t i g a n t ' s  p e t i t i o n ) .  o r  hear il case an C e r t i f i c a t i o n  from the  Court o f  Appeals. , da ta  repor ted  from o ther  s ta tes  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  these cares are c l a s s i f i e d  as appeals on t h i s  p r o f i l e .  

r i s c e l l a n e a u s  cases. 

It can review decis ions o f  t h e  Court of Appeals, hear cases 
To cormspond with 

Source: Figurer were suppl ied by the  D i r e c t o r  O f  State Coupts O f f i c e  d u r i n g  data v e r i f i c a t i o n .  - - - 

J 



480 
HISCONSIN CUURT OF APPEALS' 

l n te rned ia te  a p p e l l a t e  court 
3 d i s t r i c t s .  12 judges 

January 1. 1979 t o  &c&r 31. 1979 

nd-  
pending e pending F i l e d  Disposed 

....................................................... 626 1.4593' 1.270! 8199 
1 ..................................................... 173 4144 2129 

To ta l  appeals ................................................. 7% -mlz -mE 

Other cases: 
Or ig ina l  proceedings: 

~eouestk t o  amea l  : 
Or ig ina l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...................................... 10 

... 
Non-final order O f  judgment MIA. 

Total  o ther  cases ............................................. -T(p 
................................ 

110 113 149 

0 
la9 

Tota l  cases ..................................................... 8091 1,983 1.760 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters:  ...................................................... _ _  N/A 1.913 

......................................... 1.913 Tota l  o ther  proceedings _ _  NIA 

- HDtions 

1.0459 

102 

102 

- 

Uanner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  

U i t h  op in ion  ...................... 867 
Without Opinion ................... 893 

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  C1assi f iCat ions used by the  CSIH pro jec t .  
N I A  - TlE&c"are type i s  handled by the  cou r t ,  bu t  t he  data are  unavai lable.  -_ m&ppl' icable, 

o f  Appeals was es tab l i shed by Wisconsin Statutes,  Chapter 187 (Laws o f  1977) and began hear ing cares on August 1. 1978. 
nd ing  does no t  equal the  difference'between f i l i n g s  and d i spos i t i ons :  
cases were re ins ta ted  du r ing  the  year.  Figures are  as given i n  the  unpublished data. 

n fo r  t he  number of request t o  appeal cases t h a t  were pending a t  the  beginning of the  year. 
e l y  from the  number Of c i v i l  and c r im ina l  appeals f i l e d  and disposed. 

There cares were no t  
h e y  are not inc luded i n  the  number O f  t o t a l  other 

d ing  a t  the  beginning o f  t he  year. f i l e d ,  o r  disposed. 

requests t o  appeal f i l e d  and 189 disposed. 

data included i n  the  category: ( 
request t o  appeal Cases f i l e d  and disposed are  inc luded i n  the  number o f  C i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  appeals f i l e d  and disposed. There 

b u r c e :  Figures were suppl ied by the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i ce  of t he  cour ts .  

__i 

c 

... 



USCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

69 c i r c u i t s .  190 judges 
January 1. 1979 t o  Oec&r 31. 1979 

Cr in ina ld :  
Felony ......................................................... N I A  

481 

- B 

3 F i l e d  pending 
Beginning 

pending 

, C i r i l d :  
Smal l  c l a i m  ................................................... nili 55,469i 56.15d N I L  
Doner t ic  r e l a t i o n s :  ~ 

Marr iage d i s s o l u t i o n :  
Divorce .................................................... N l A  

Other domestic r e l a t i o n s  ..................................... N I A  
Tota l  ......................................................... N / A  

Estate:  
P r o b a t e l w i l l  s l i  " testate:  

Other estate:  
Estates .................................................... nin 

Other proceedings .......................................... NIA 
Total .......................................................... N I A  ................................................... n i A  Other c i r i  1 J - 

Total c i v i l  ..................................................... n i A  

.................................................. 1 Tota l  c r im ina l  n i A  

23.247 
13.280 
36.527 

28.923 

13,483 
42.406 
61,238 

198,640 

17,384 
11.523 
28.907 

29,003 

11,921 
40.924 
48.277 

174.264 

13.187 12.352 n i A  

- 13.567 20.084 N/li 
27,683 23,878 N I A  

54,437 56.314 N I A  

' T r a f f i c :  

~ Other contested t r a f f i c  82.233 68.147 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n :  ...................................... 

................................................... Tota l  t r a f f i c  N I A  82.233 68.147 N I A  

- __ - - , Juveni le :  

~ Total j u v e n i l e  n i A  4,681i 4.27gi N I A  

Grand t o t a l  N I A  339.9911 303,6041 N l A  

.................................................. 
...................................................... i 

Trialdi 

c i v i l :  
S m a l l  c l a i m  .................. 23 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ............ 96 
Other c i v i l J  .................. 1.002 

Total .......................... 1.121 

Felony ........................ 522 
Misdeneanor ................... 276 
Other c r im ina l  ................ 125 

Tota l  .......................... 923 
T r a f f i c  ......................... 441 
Juveni le ................. G ...... N I A .  
Grand t o t a l  ..................... 2.485' 

Criminal :  

3,501 
9.766 
3.195 

16,462 

600 
644 

2.212 
3.456 
7,289 

27.207' 
n i A .  

3.524 
9.862 
4.197 
17.583 

1.122 
920 

2.337 
4.379 
7,730 

N I A  
29.692 

~ 

! 
1 b p a r t i c u l a r  cou r t  o r  repo r t i ng  system in format ion:  

! 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a i s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the CSIH p r o j e c t .  
N t A  - This case type i s  handled by the Court, but  t he  data a ~ e  unavai lab le.  

S t a t i s t i c s  are c o l l e c t e d  separately by Milwaukee County, which i s  not  a p a r t  o f  t he  otherwise statewide in format ion system. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or Complaint. 
The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of in format ions or indictments.  
A j u v e n i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  counted w i th  the d i s p o s i t i o n  of  a formal p e t i t i o n .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted when any testimony i s  taken. 

Small c l a i m  data a re  reported for  a l l  cases i n  Milwaukee County, but  f o r  Contested cases only i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t he  s tate.  
Juveni le  data were ava i l ab le  f o r  Milwaukee County only. 
Tota l  t r i a l  f i gu res  do not inc lude t r i a l s  Conducted f o r  j u v e n i l e  cases. 

Cases inc luded i n  the  "other c i v i l "  category are t o r t s .  rea1 proper ty  r i g h t s .  mental health.  appeals. ext raord inary wr i t s .  and Other c i v i l  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 

{ D a t a  are not complete: 

JExplanat ion of data included in t he  ca tegwy:  1 
cases fop a l l  areas of t he  State not  reported separately on t he  p r o f i l e .  

Unpublished data suppl ied by the  O i rec to r  of the State Courts o f f i ce .  

I 
Source: 

,( 
i 
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HISCONSIN WJNICIPAL JUSTICE COURTi 

Court  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
207 courts. 209 j u s t i c e s c  

January 1. 1979 t o  Oecelnber 31. 1979 

Beginning End 
F i l e d  D i  SpOSed 

pending pending 

tr ininald: 
Ordinance r l o l a t i o n s :  

C i v i l  ordinance v i o l a t i o n  .................................... N I A  N I A  53.37d N i n  

Total  cPimfnalk ................................................. N I A  N I A  53,376’ NIA 

T r a f f i c :  
Parking ........................................................ NIA N I A  136,12$ N I A  
Other t r a f f i c  v io la t i on :  

T r a f f i c  ...................................................... N I A  NIA 107,7771 N I A  
Other ........................................................ N I A  N I A  6,718: N I A  

Total  ......................................................... N I A  N/A 114,495’ N/A 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  NI A 25O.61Ei NIA 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N I A  NIA 3O3,9Mi N I A  

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSIH p ro jec t .  
N I A  = This care type i s  handled by the  Court, but  t he  data are Unavai lable.  

CJudge in fo rmat i  on: 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  cour t :  

‘Data are  no t  comptete: 

kAdd i t iona l  i n f o m a t i o n :  

One hundred and seventy-seven m n i c i p a l  j u s t i c e s  reported S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  1979. 

The c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count i s  t he  number O f  c o w l a i n t s .  

h t a  were reported fo r  177 o f  t he  209 cou r t  loca t ions .  

In addi- t ion t o  the  cases disposed by the  CoUPt, t he  Court also issued 34,180 warrants. 

The m n i c i p a l  j u s t i c e  spends an average of 2 1/2 hours On 
t he  bench and another 3 hours on r e l a t e d  cou r t  work each week. 

b u r c e :  Data were suppl ied by the  D i rec to r  o f  t he  State Courts Off ice.  



WYOMING COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Jurisdiction: 
- General appellate jurisdiction in 

- Original jurisdiction to hear ext ra-  

civil and criminal cares from District 
Court. 

ordinary writs. 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
15 judges 
jurisdiction: 
. General jurisdiction in civil. - General jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Exclusive juvenilecode jurisdiction 

(excluding ordinance and traffic 
"i"1dti""S). 

Appeals on taped records. 

1 

J 

1 
Court of  
ge"eral 

jurirdiction 

A J Jury tri.19. 

4 4 

Courts of 
limited 

iurirdiction 

483 

Court 
of last 
rerort 

- 
JUSTICE COURT (44) 
37 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under 5l.000 except 

title torealertate. 
- Misdemeanors (fine le33 than 5100. 

Sentence less than 6 monthr), pre- 

MUNICIPAL COURT (77) 
73 judges 

- Exclurive jurisdiction over municipal 
ordinance violatiom (fine le13 than 
$200,rentencelesr than3 months). 

liminary hearings. 1"ry trials. 

4 judger 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $ 1 , ~  except 

~ Misdemeanors (fines lesi than $100. 
title to red estate. 

sentence leis than 6 months), preliminary 
hearings. 

Jury trial2. 

t lndicater mute of appeal. 



YVWlN6 SUREME COURT 
Court of l a s t  resort 

5 Jus t ices  
January 1. 1979 t o  &ceder 31. 1979 

nd 
pending. e pending F i l e d  Disposed i;.. 

1 casgs: 
Aejealr :  

C i " i l  ........................................................ X X X X 
Crimi?.al ..................................................... X X X X 

To ta l  appeals ................................................. 7 7 7 7 

Original, proceedings X 
Other cases: ......................................... X X X ............................................. 7 X To ta l  o ther  cases 7 X 

- - 

Total cares ..................................................... 132 177 222 87 

Manner o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  Time i n t e r v a l  data (average months1 Status O f  pending caseload (12131179) 

Opinion ........ 158" Docketing t o  m a t u r i t y  ................ 3.6 tbt matured ........................... 37 
Order .......... 4P n a t u r i t y  t o  a rgumnt  ................. 2.2 Matured ............................... 4 

ilrgument t o  op in ion  .................. 2.8 Set f o r  argument ...................... 26 
DDcketing t o  Opinion ................. 2.2 Under adviserent ...................... 20 
Cases dismissed by Order: D i s p o s i t i o n  of  cases 

Docketing t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  ........... 2.2 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings denieg .. 11 Docketlng t o  d i s p o s i t l a n  ........... 1.3 
O i s m i ~ s e d  order .............. 46 Or ig ina l  proceedings denied by Order: 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  CSlM pro jec t .  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category 

m l n f o m a t i O n  on d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  da ta :  

Source: 

The 158 opinions closed 165 cases. The 42 orders c losed 46 cases. 

Unpublished data suppl ied by t h e  Court Coordinator and the  Clerk of t h e  Supreme Court. 



Y V W I N G  DISTRICT COURT 
485 

Court Of peneral j u r i s d i c t i o n  
9 d i s t r i c t s .  I5 Judges 

January 1, 1979 t o  Dece&er 31. 1979 

tna e endin F i  1 ed Oisposedi pendingi 

C i r i l d :  
Estate: 

P r o b a t e l r i l  I s l i n t e s t a t e :  
Probate .................................................... NIA 2.190 N I A  R I A  .................................................... 10 069 4.541 Other c i v i l  4.044 L 

Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... 4,044i 12,259 9.573' 4.541i 

- 

Criminald:  
Felony: 

697 

Tota l  c r im ina l  .................................................. 664 1.613 1,573 69 7 

- Criminal  ..................................................... 664 1,613 1.573 

Jwa i  l e :  - __ - - 
Total  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N/A 1.022 N I A  N I A  

I Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 4.108i 14.894 11,146i 5.23Si 
~ 

m d  C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Tota l  
C i " i 1  ........... m 
Cr imina l  ....... 7 1  253 324 

Tota l  ........... 127 2,977 3.104 

Other c i v i l  
Defau l t  .......... 
O i m i s s a l  ........ ::% 
Other ............ 126 

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

b i l t y  p lea  ............. 764 
Msmissal  ............... 410 
Other ................... 75 

&Idface headings i n d i c a t e  the  Classifications used by the  C S l M  p ro jec t .  
N I A  = This care type i s  handled by the  cour t  b u t  t he  data a re  unavai lable.  
X - The data f a r  t h i s  care type d m  known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by category.  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o f  Count: 
A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
The Cr imina l  case u n i t  Of Count i s  t he  number o f  infarmat ions. indictments,  OF complaints. 
The t r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  no t  cons is ten t  statewide. 

Total  c i v i l  pending and disposed f i gu res  do no t  inc lude any es ta te  data. 
Grand t o t a l  pending and disposed cases do no t  inc lude any es ta te  o r  j u v e n i l e  data. 

i o a t a  w e  n o t  complete: 

b u r c e :  J u d i c i a l  Planning Corn i t tee  o f  Wyoming. Y omin Courts (Cheyenne. Yyoming: JanuarylFebruary. 1980) "01. 2. no. 1. and unpublished da ta  
supp l ied  by the  Off ice Of the Court C o a r ~ i r t i c s  a re  from the  news le t te r  and unpublished data except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been 
computed where necessary. 

I 
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YVIYIING COUNTY COURT AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTi 

Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
2 courts.  4 judges: 44 courts. 37 j u s t i c e s  Of t h e  peace 

January 1, 1979 t o  Oecenber 31. 1979 

-fir- 
Disposed pending Heglnnlng pending F i l e d  

- - ___ E l  v i  1 d : __ 
Total  c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  N/A 5.6Oli NIA 

Criminald:  
P r e l i d n a r y  hear ing ............................................ NtA N t A  8 6 d  N I A  

To ta l  c r im ina l  .................................................. N t A  N t A  66,218i N I A  

&her c r im ina l :  ..................................................... NtA Cr imina l  NtA N/A ___ 64.48d - - 

...................................................... Grand Total  N t A  N t A  71,81gi N t A  

Boldface headings i nd i ca te  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  CSlH p ro jec t .  
N t A  * This case type i s  handled by the  cou r t  bu t  t he  data a re  unavai lable.  
X - The data f o r  t h i s  case type a re  known t o  be inc luded i n  the  t o t a l  bu t  were not  ava i l ab le  by category. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 

iData are  no t  complete: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
I h e  c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number o f  informat ions, indictments.  o r  complaints 

No data Here reported by one County Court or 22 Jus t i ce  o f  the  Peace Courts. 

Source: Gayle R. Stewapt, Ass is tan t  Court Coordinator, Uyomin Minor Court System Review (Cheyenne. Wyoming: July,  1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r o m  
t h i s  repor t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed wheFe necessa~y. 

UVIllING IIlJllICIPAL COURTi 
Court o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

77 courts.  73 judges 
January 1, 1979 t o  L k c e h e r  31. 1979 

pending F i  1 ed Disposed pending 

c r im ina ld :  .................................................... N l A  X NIA __ __ Ilisd-anor -Q! - 
Total c r im ina l  .................................................. NtA N I A  x N l A  

- T r a f f i c  : - __ __ 
Total  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N I A  / NIA X N t A  

Grand Total  ...................................................... NIA N t A  43.O4gi N t  A 
~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~~~~~ ~ ~~~ ~~~ 

Boldfaqg,Ih.eadings i n d i c a t e  the  CIasSif iCat ionS used by the  C S I M  p ro jec t .  
N l A  - Tbi&r,tase type i s  handled by, t he  cou r t  bu t  the  data are unavai lable.  
X - The ' t a  f o r  t h i s  case t y p e  are known t o  be included i n  the  t o t a l  but  were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 

<Data are not complete: 
Re cr im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  t he  number of informat ions, indictments.  or complaints.  

NO dhta were repor ted  by 33 o f  t h e  17 cou r t  loca t ions .  

Source: Gayle R. Stewart. Ass is tan t  Court Coordinator, Uyomin Minor Court System Review (Cheyenne, Wyoming: July. 1980). S t a t i s t i c s  a re  f m m  
t h f s  repo r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed uhe:e necessary. 
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Appendix A Technical discussion of estimation procedures 
A. Calcu lat ion o f  Missing and Incomplete Data 

Least squares regression was used t o  estimate 
the t o t a l  volume o f  f i l i n g s  and d isposi t ions i n  
t r i a l  and appel late cour ts  f o r  1979. The 
procedure followed i s  s i m i l a r  t o  the one t h a t  was 
used t o  estimate the nat ional  t o t a l s  f o r  the 1978 
e d i t i o n  o f  the Annual Re o r t .  The same o r  a 
reduced number o 
regression equation were used t o  p red ic t  1979 
f i l i n g s  and d isposi t ions as were i d e n t i f i e d  by the 
extended study conducted fo r  the 1976 and 1977 
Annual Re or ts .  The coe f f i c i en ts  of each _Te_ regress on equation were estimated, using a l l  
complete s tate- leve l  caseload data. 
1978 Report, Puerto Rico and Guam were included i n  
the est imat ion procedure. 

The c r i t e r i o n  used t o  i d e n t i f y  which var iables 
best predicted the caseload f igyres was the 
coe f f i c i en t  of determination (R ) which t e l l s  
what percent o f  the v a r i a t i o n  i n  the var iab le 
being predicted (i.e.. the dependent var iab le) ,  i s  
explained by va r ia t i on  i n  the independent 
variable. The coe f f i c i en t  of deteminat ion can 
have any value between OX and 10% The 
combination o f  independent var iables and var iab le 
transformations t h a t  produced the highest R2 f o r  
each dependent var iab le was used i n  the est imat ing 
equation. The equations t h a t  were developed t o  
estimate the 1979 nat ional  t o t a l s  are discussed 
below. 

Appel 1 ate Courts 

+ n epen ent  var iables i n  each 

Unl ike the 

Courts of l a s t  resor t :  

(1)  F i l i n g s  3 -53.98 + 1.10 (1979 cour t  of l a s t  

( 2 )  Disposi t ions = 62 + .90 (1979 actual  o r  

reso r t  d ispos i t ions 

estlmated cou r t  of l a s t  reso r t  f i l i n g s 1  

The number o f  missing data po ints  t h a t  i t  was 
necessary t o  estimate w i th  t h i s  p a i r  o f  equations 
was small. Complete f i l i n g  data were supplied by 
48 of the 52 possible states and d isposi t ions were 
given f o r  46. Only four states were unable t o  
supply complete data f o r  both f i l i n g s  and 
disposi t ions.  

u acceptably low value continued i n  1979. w i t h  an 

another var iab le t o  p red ic t  current  year appel late 
f i l i n g s .  
appel late judges a lso y ie lded low R2s of 44% and 
52% respect ively.  
using these three independent var iables improved 
the  R 2  t o  76%, cu r ren t  year appel late f i l i n g s  
were found t o  be c lose ly  re la ted  t o  appel late 
d ispos i t ions f o r  the current  year. 
d ispos i t ions i n  cour ts  of l a s t  r s o r t  t o  p r e d i c t  

When 1979 d isposi t ions were unavailable, 1978 
actual  o r  estimated d isposi t ions were used. The 
new p red ic t i ve  equation f o r  f i l i n  s i n  cour ts  of 
l a s t  r e s o r t  i s  given as equation 91) and was used 
t o  estimate f i l i n g  f igures f o r  the fou r  states 
t h a t  provided incomplete data. Disposi t ions were 
estimated from current  year f i l i n g  f igures.  For 
those states w i t h  incomplete f i l i n g  data, the 
estimate of the f i l i n g  f igure from equation (1)  
was used as the independent var iab le i n  equation(2). 

R ? of 56%. Therefore, as i n  1978. we looked f o r  

Jud ic ia l  expenditures and numbers o f  

Although a mu l t i p le  regression 

Using 1979 

1979 f i l i n g s ,  we ca lcu lated an R $ value o f  99%. 

Intermediate Appellate Courts: 

(31  F i l i n g s  = 56.3 + 1.01 (1979 intermediate 

( 4 )  Disposi t ions - -8.6 + .97 (1979 intermediate 

appel late cour t  d ispos i t ions)  

appel late cou r t  actual  o r  estimated f i l i n g s )  

As was the case with the cour t  o f  l a s t  resort .  
almost a l l  s tates reported complete data f o r  
f i l i n g s  and d isposi t ions i n  t h e i r  intermediate 
appel late courts. The previously described method 
used t o  estimate the f i l i n g  and d i spos i t i on  volume 
f o r  cour ts  of l a s t  reso r t  was used here. 
30 states w i th  intermediate appel late courts i n  
1979. only two d i d  not  repor t  complete f i l i n g  data 
and three d i d  not  repo r t  complete d i spos i t i on  
data. 
number o f  intermediate appel late cou r t  judges were 
not  s u f f i c i e n t l y  powerful explanations t o  u s t i f y  

65%, 71% and 59% respect ively.  Current year  
d ispos i t ions were found t o  be good predic tors  o f  
current  year  f i l i n g s  ( ~ 2  value o f  988) f o r  
intermediate appel late courts. The new p red ic t i ve  
equation ( 3 )  was ca lcu lated using data from 27 
states. Disposi t ions were estimated i n  the same 
way as they were f o r  the cour ts  of l a s t  reso r t  

O f  the 

Population. j u d i c i a l  expenditures and the 

i nc lus ion  i n  an est imat ing equation w i th  R 1 s o f  

I n  previous years, appel late f i l i n g s  were found 
t o  be c losely  re la ted  t o  populat ion f igures.  The 
coe f f i c i en t  of determination between estimates of us in  equation (4). 
1976 populat ion and f i l i n g s  i n  the cou r t  o f  l a s t  
reso r t  i n  1976 was 81%; i n  1977 i t  dropped t o  54%; 
bu t  f o r  1978 i t  dropped even lower, t o  35%. 

&mates f o r  those states who f a i l e d  t o  
provide complete f i l i n g  o r  d i spos i t i on  data can be 
found i n  Table A. This 

TABLE A: 
Estimates of filings and dispositions in courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 
courts in 1979, by state. 

Court(s)  of l a s t  resor t  lntermediate appel late courts 

State F i l e d  Disposed F i l e d  Disposed 
Alabama ....................... 1 . 3 5 ~  i ,3 ioa 
Massachusetts ................. 1,377 1.302 
Minnesota ..................... 700 692 __  -- 
Nebraska ...................... 651 648 -- -- 
New York ...................... 3,561 3,268 ii.253a 10,907a 
Pennsylvania.. ................ 1,728 6,716a 
Wisconsin ..................... 635 

-- = Not applicable. 

Note: These were the only courts where estimates of complete data were required. 
complete data reported by the  state.  

These s tates do not  have an intermediate appel late court .  

Blank spaces i nd i ca te  

aData fo r  the two intermediate appel la te  courts 
together before they were analyzed. 

i n  A1 abama, York, and Pennsylvania were added 
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TABLE B: 
Estimates of filings and dispositions of civil, criminal, traffic, and juvenile cases in trial courts in 1979, by 
state. 

C i  v i  1 Criminal T r a f f i c  Juveni le 
State F i l e d  Qisposed F i l e d  Disposed F i l e d  Oisposed F i l e d  Disposed 
Alabama .............. 175.434 164,624 180.825 169.100 -_ -_ _- _ _  -_ 85.264 _ _  -- Alaska ............... _ _  -- -_ 161829 ~ ~ ........ ~~ ~~ 

Arizona .............. 125,760 116,440 
Arkansas ............. 82.190 74.177 
C a l i f o r n i a  ........... 1,538,614 1,486,909 
to lorado ............. -_ -- 
Connecticut .......... -- 183,573 
Delaware ............. 17,349 11,282 
Georgia .............. 234,051 221.482 
Indiana .............. 226,618 214,272 

*Kansas ............... -- 95,346 
Louisiana ............ 225,409 213,100 
Maine ................ 51,734 44.635 
Maryland ............. 382.648 365,622 

*Massachusetts ........ _- 464,150 

Minnesoka ............ 259,069 245,750 
Miss iss ipp i  .......... 109,686 100,848 
Missouri ............. -- -_ 
Montana .............. 29,012 22,595 
bebraska ............. 64.001 

*New Hampshire ........ -- 61.539 
New Jersey ........... 487,374 467,206 
New Mexico ........... 61.100 53,720 
New Yorl: ............. 1,720,629 1,663,463 
North D8kota ......... 22,727 16,498 
Ohio _ _  -- 
Oklahoma ............. 136,517 _ _  
Oregon, ............... 149570 139,536 
Pennsal'tanta ......... 

Michigan ............. 628,417 604,017 

Nevada ............... 32.033 :",:::r 

................. 
_- _ _  

DtRti.. ................ 54,876 47.683 

n -- 195,024 
i n i a  ........ -_ -- 

-_ __ ............. ........... 

_ _  -_ 
100,985 93,965 

1,148,187 1,078,420 __  -- 
17.652 15,717 
256,773 240,491 
260,965 244,431 
104,877 97,709 
195,298 182,704 

-_ 119,218 
-- 252,239 

449,287 421.454 
189,258 177,028 
112.911 105,261 
231,723 216,944 
27,133 24,629 
65,806 60.981 
25.936 23,503 -_ 39,784 

51,684 47,707 
867,699 814,761 
20,297 18,203 
526,632 494,158 
135,965 126.931 
116,404 108,544 ":::::," 32,509 
141,803 132,419 
22,143 19,939 
213,959 200,245 
680,723 639,004 

_ _  

:::E :::% -- 135,510 
84,518 78,571 
210,615 197,102 
9,319 7,884 

_ _  _ _  
156,669 148,570 _ _  _ _  
378,878 366,33C 

98,632 91.694 
481.414 466.821 

-- 3,236,493 
1,499,825 1,464,863 
450,781 436,800 
184.685 170.026 

149,143 141,195 _ _  163,577 

-- 68,341 
4,168,713 4,080,374 
134,909 _ _  

1.158.719 1.130.579 ~. . .  -- _ _  
327,549 316,033 

?;;;% 143,800 -_ 433,816 

-- 

386,649 373,951 
1,433,607 1,399,970 
164,562 156,306 

475,607 461,130 
153,887 145,845 
594,217 577,367 
81,045 74,459 

23,430 22,652 __  11,244 
208,440 203,962 _- -- 

_ _  7,706 
4.598 4.197 

-_ 47,491 

28,445 27,567 
11.261 10,727 

85.505 83,486 

-- -_ 
-_ -- 
-- 4,570 

10,675 10,153 -- 6,539 _ _  _ _  
-_ -- 

277,548 _ _  283,528 _ _  _ _  -- 

3,587 3;206 -_ 4,934 
5,021 4.612 

-- _ _  
-- -_  -- -_ 

29,443 28,545 
5,088 4.617 

Note: Figures i n  t h i s  tab le  are estimates. The D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, Flor ida,  H a w a i i ,  Idaho, I l l i n o i s ,  Iowa, Kentucky, 
North Carol ina and V i rg in ia  were excluded from t h i s  t a b l e  because they had complete data f o r  a l l  four o f  the major 
categories. 

-- = Represents complete reported data. 

T r i a l  Courts 

Data f o r  t r i a l  courts were estimated by case Criminal : 
category: c i v i l ,  c r iminal ,  t r a f f i c ,  and 
juveni le .  Far fewer states reported complete (7) F i l i n g s  = -12.238 + 49.9 ( t o t a l  s ta te 
t r i a l  data than f o r  appel late data. As a resu l t ,  populat ion) 
the estimates of the nat ional  t o t a l s  of cases 
f i l e d  and disposed i n  t r i a l  cour ts  are l ess  18) Disposi t ions - -876 + .94 I t r i a l  cou r t  
accurate than those given f o r  appel late courts. cr iminal  f i l i n g s )  

C i v i l :  Equation 17) was based on data from 21 states, 
whi le  equation 18) was based on data from 16 
states. 

The estimates o f  cr iminal  f i l i n g s  and 
d isposi t ions f o r  a l l  s ta tes are given i n  Table 6. 

( 5 )  F i l i n g s  = -23.683 + 60.43 ( t o t a l  s ta te  

( 6 )  Disposi t ions = -5.547 + .97 ( t r i a l  Court C i v i l  

The R2 were 86% and 9% respectively. 
expenditures) 

fil inss )  
T r a f f i c :  

Equation ( 5 )  i s  based on data from 24 states, 
whi le  equation (6 )  i s  based on data from Only 19. 
The R2 f o r  equations 5 and 6 were 88% and 99% 
respect ively.  

The estimates o f  the volume o f  c i v i l  f i l i n g s  
and d isposi t ions i n  t r i a l  cour ts  i n  a l l  s ta tes are 
given i n  Table 8. 

(9) F i l i n g s  = 22.762 + 40.9 (number of sworn 

(10) Disposi t ions - -4.965 + .98 (1979 t r i a l  cou r t  
t r a f f i c  f i l i n g s )  

po l i ce  personnel) 
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The procedure used t o  estimate the number o f  
t r a f f i c  cases f i l e d  and disposed dur ing 1979 
represents a rad ica l  departure from t h a t  used i n  
previous years. 
cases as a p a r t  of t h e i r  t r a f f i c  caseload; most do 
not. I n  order t o  prevent those few states t h a t  
include parking cases from i n f l a t i n g  the estimates 
f o r  states t h a t  do not  include parking cases i n  
t h e i r  caseload. states repor t ing t r a f f i c  data 
which include parking cases t h a t  were el iminated 
from the data were Cal i forn ia ,  Hawaii, I l l i n o i s ,  
Massachusetts and New Jersey. 
estimated w i th  complete t r a f f i c  f i l i n g  data (minus 
parking cases) from 22 states, whi le equation (10) 
was estimated w i th  complete d ispos i t ions minus 
parking cases from 21. The R2 f o r  equations (9)  
and (10) were 44% and 99% respect ively.  Several 
states had d i spos i t i on  data bu t  no f i l i n g  data, 
and the fol lowing equation was used t o  estimate 
f i l i n g s  f o r  those states:  

A few states include parking 

Equation (9)  was 

F i l i n g s  = 6.682 + 1.01 (1979 d i spos i t i ons l .  

This equation had an R2 of 99%. 

Juveni le:  

(11) F i l i n g s  = 2,124 ,+ .58 (1979 j u d i c i a l  
expenditures) 

(12) Disposi t ions = -309 + .98 (1979 t r i a l  cou r t  
j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g s )  

Complete j uven i l e  data were reported by more 
states than were data f o r  any other category of 

t r i a l  cou r t  cases. F i l i n g  estimates were based on 
data from 39 states;  d i spos i t i on  estimates were 
based on data f rom 29. However, the R2 value 
(i.e., 38%) f o r  measuring the adequacy o f  the 
est imat ion equation was lower f o r  j uven i l e  f 11 l n w  
than i t  was f o r  any o f  the other equations. 
i s  probably a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  the d i f f e r e n t  wa P h 

was so low t h a t  very l i t t l e  confidence can be 
afforded e s t i  ates based on equation I l l ) ,  i t  was 

equation. Although the R f o r  equation (12) was 
very high (i.e., 99%) the estimates r e s u l t i n g  from 
equation (12) were based upon j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g s  
y ie lded  by the poor estimates o f  equation (11). 

8. Calculat ion o f  the Estimates of National Totals 

For each o f  the twelve categories o f  data 
represented above by an est imat ion equation, an 
estimate o f  the nat ional  t o t a l  volume was 
calculated. Actual f i gu res  o r  estimates f o r  a l l  
50 states, the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, Guam and 
Puerto Rico were added together t o  estimate the 
nat ional  t o ta l s .  F ina l l y ,  the estimates of t o t a l  
f i l i n g s  were added together by l eve l  o f  cou r t  t o  
produce estimates o f  the t o t a l  number o f  cases 
f i l e d  i n  a l l  appel late courts and i n  a l l .  t r i a l  
courts. Total d ispos i t ions f o r  appel late and 
t r i a l  cour ts  were produced i n  a s i m i l a r  manner. 
The estimates of caseload volume f o r  appel late 
courts i s  given i n  Table 1 and f o r  t r i a l  cour ts  i n  
Table 14 i n  Par t  I o f  t h i s  volume. 

The estimates reported i n  Tables 1 and 14 should 
be considered as "ba l lpark"  estimates o f  the 
actual  data. 

Thl 

s ta te  counts j u v e n i l e  cases. Although the R 1 
the highest R Y avai lab le o r  inc lus ion i n  the 8 

I 
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Appendix B Sources of 1979 state court caseload statistics 

COURTS OF I NTERHEDI ATE 
STATE LAST RESORT APPELLATE COURTS 

GENERAL LIMITED 
JURlSDlCTlON COURTS JURlSDlCTlON COURTS 

Annual Report. 1978-79 Annual RepOPt. 1978-79 Annual Report, 1978-79 
(The Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  (The Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec tor  The Admin is t ra t i ve  DFrector e Admin is t ra t i ve  
of the  Courts) of the  Courts) and unpub l i rh -  Af the  Courts) i k c t o r  O f  the  Courts) 

ed data provided by the  c l e r k  
of the  Court o f  C i v i l  Appeals 
and the  Court o f  Cr iminal  
Appeal s 

1 A l a b a m  ..... Annual Report. 1978-79 

Alaska ...... 4laska Court System. 1979 -- Alaska Court Systern,l979 Alaska Court System, 1979 
$ma: Rcp;r& (Admi n i  s t r a t i  ve 

of  Supreme Court e n t i t l e d  

p n u a :  Rep;rtn, (Admi n i  s t r a t i  ve :;n;;3,R;ort (Adminis- 
rec o r  0 e Courts) and i r e c  o r  o e Courts) r e c t o r  o f  the 

memu from c l e r k  t o  j u s t i c e s  cour ts )  

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 1979" 

The Arizona Courts, 1979 The Arizona Courts. 1979 The APizona Courts, 1979 h;J;klcz;;;;t (Arizona &;;A;lc;;F;;t (Arizona Ap;lc;;p;;t (Arizona ?icialCRepo;t (Arizona 
Arizona ..... The Arizona Courts. 1979 

upreme o u r t  and unpub- 
l i s h e d  data provided by 
the  Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec tor  
o f  the  Courts 

Arkansas .... Fi-fteenth Annual Report, 1979 F i f teenth  Annual Report, 1979 F i f t e e n t h  Annual Re o r t .  1979 F i f t e e n t h  Annual Report, 
J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  (Execut ive J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  (Execut ive u c a t a t  s t l c s  xecu- 1979 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  
Se-cretary. Judicial ' Depart- Secretary, Jud ic ia l  Depart- e 1 Execut ive Secretary. 
r e n t )  r e n t )  Departnent) J u d i c i a l  Department) 

C a l l f o r n i a  .. 1980 Annual Report o f  the 1980 Annual Re ort of the 

C a l i f o r n l a  Courts I T J ~  6 l i f o r n i a  C a ~ r t r  ( J i d i c i a l  the  C a l i f o r n l a  C o i r t i  
t o u n c i l  of C a l l f o r n i a )  C o ~ n c l I  of C a l i f o r n i a )  ( J L d i c l a l  Co,ncll of  

1980 Annual Re o r t  o s h e  1980 A n n d l  Re opt  O f  the  
l a n l n l r t r a t i v e  Of f i ce  of tne  I d ~ l n l ~ t ~ ~ t i ~ e P O f f l c e  or the  m ~ p z d m e  a r t n e  n m ~ z % m = ~  

C a l i f o r n l a )  and 
unpublished data provided 
by the  Admin is t ra t i ve  
O f f i c e  o f  the  Courts 

Colorado .... Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report of Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report o f  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report of Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 
the Colorado J u d i c i a r y  1978-79 t h e  Colorado J u d i c i a r y  t h e  Colorado Jud ic ia ry ,  o f  t h e  Colorado Jud ic ia ry .  
(Office of t h e  State Court ce o the  State 1978-79 ( O f f i  ce o f  the  
Admin is t ra to r )  w d % : t r a t ; r )  S t a t e o u r t  Admin is t ra to r )  

Connectlcut . Report O f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Depart- Report o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Depart- Report o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Depart- Report o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  
ment. S ta te  of Connecticut ment. S ta te  of  Connecticut ment. s t a t e  o f  Connecticut Department, S ta te  o f  
u l y  1, 1978 t 0 June 30. 1 980 J u l y  1. 1978 t 0 ~ u n e  30. r98o JUIY 1 .  1978 t o  June 30, 1980 Connecticut J u l y  1. 1978 t o  

(Chief Jus t ice  and Chief Court 1Chi ef Jus t ice  and Chief Court T h i  ef Jus t ice  and Chief Court June 30. 1980 (Chief Jus t ice  
Administrator.  Jud ic ia l  Depart- Administrator.  J u d i c i a l  Depart- Administrator.  J u d l c i a l  Depart- and Ch ie f  Court Admin l i t ra -  
ment) Rent) want) and Court U n i f i c a t i o n :  t o r .  J u d i c i a l  Department) 

The F i r s t  365 0 ays ( O f f i  ce O f  
Chief Court Administrator.  
J u d i c l a l  Department) 

Delaware .... 1979 Annual Report o f  t h e  
Delaware J u d i c i a r  (D i rec to r ,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i c e  o f  t h e  
Courts) 

D i s t r i c t  O f  1979 Annual Re o r t  ( J o i n t  
Columbia .... C o r n i t t e e  on JuPdicial Adnini-  

s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia and Execut ive O f f i c e r )  

1979 Annual Report of the  1979 Annidl  Report o f  
Delaware J u d i c i a r  (D i rec to r .  Delaware Jud ic ia ry  
ad.tnistratire orf ice  or the (01 r e c t o r .  Admin l r t ra t l ve  
Courts) O f f i c e  O f  the  Courts) 

1979 Annual Report ( J o i n t  _ _  
Committee on J u d i c i a l  Adnini-  
s t r a t i o n  i n  the  D i s t r i c t  o f  
Columbia and Execut ive 
O f f i c e r )  

F l o r i d a  ..... F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  S stem Sta- F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  S stem Sta- F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  S stem Sta F l o r i d a  J u d i c i a l  S stem 
t i s t i c a l  Report 1 4 9  (Off ice t i s t i c a l  Re o r t  1 4 9  (Of f i ce  t i s t i c a l  Re 0,- S t a t i s t i c a l  ReportY1979 

(Of f i  ce O f  s t a t e  cour ts )  of State Courts Admin is t ra to r )  Of State C o t r t s  Admin ls t ra to r )  Of State C o k r  Admin is t ra to r )  

Georgia ..... S i x t h  Annual Report (Adminis- S i x t h  Annual Report (Adminis- S i x t h  Annual Report S i x t h  Annual Report 
t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Courts) 
and "The Caselaad o f  the  cour ts )  t h e  Courts) 
Supreme Court of Georgia" 
(Timothy Y. Floyd) (unpublished) 

t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  the  Courts) P d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  the  I A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Office of 

Guam . . . . . . . . _ _  _ _  1980 Annual Report (Superior _ _  
C0"rt O f  Guam) 

_ _  Hawaii ...... S t a t e  o f  Hawaii: Annual Report 
1978-1979 (Admin is t ra t i ve  
D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Courts) 

Idaho ....... The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual 
&or+ and p ( M m i n i -  
s t r a t  ve Of ce of t h e  Courts) 

-- 

Sta te  o f  Hawaii: Annual S ta te  of Hawail: Annual 
%port  197p l ;  Admin is t ra t i ve  Re o r t  1978 79 Adminis- 

r e c t o r  o t e'courts)  -0; of t h e  
Courts) 

_ _  Idaho Courts 1979 Annual 
Report (Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  
of the  Courts) 

I l l i n o i s  .... 1979 Annual Report O f  t h e  1979 Annual Report of t h e  1979 Annual Report o f  the  _ _  
Supreme Court Of llli n o i r  
TAdmin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
I l l i n o i s  Courts) I l l i n o i s  cour ts )  I l l i n o i s  Courts) 

Supreme COUPt  Of 1111 "01s Supreme Court of 1111 n o i r  
1Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  the  7Ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  the  

t 
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Iowa .. .. . . .. 

Kansas ...... 

Kentucky .... 

Louisiana ... 

Maine ....... 

Maryland .... 

Massachusetts 

Michigan .... 

Minnesota ... 

Miss iss ipp i  . 

Missour i  .... 

Montana ..... 
Nebraska .... 

Nevada ...... 

New Hampshire 

k w  Jersey .. 

COURTS OF INTERMEDIATE GENERAL LIMITEO 
LAST RESORT APPELLATE COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS JURI SO I C T  I O N  COURTS 

1979 lndlana JudlcIa1 Report 1979 Inolana J u d l c l a l  Report 1979 Indiana J u d l c l a l  Report 1979 lnalana J d d l c i a l  
( 3 l v l r l o n  of State Court ( D l r i r i a n  of  s t a t e  Co.Irt l b l v l s i o n  of  State Court (Divlr lon of State 
Adnl n l  s t r a t  I o n )  A d n l n l s t r a t l o n )  Aan l  n l  r t m  i On I o w t  Adminlrt r a t  Ion )  

-. 1979 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  1979 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  1979 Annual S t a t l s t i c a l  
e+m+ o u r t  min s t r a t o r  e a r t  Court R n s t r a t o r  Report, Iowa J u d l c i a r  (Court 

t e J$ ic ia l ’ kpahent )  k !udicia?&brtment) Administrator of t h e  3 u d i c i a l  
Cepar tmnt )  

Report on the  CoJr t r  o f  Annia l  Re o r t  on tne  Courts Annial  Re o r t  on the  CoLrtr  

O f f i c e  
Kansas. Ju l  I .  I 978 through F k . G Z ? J u ~ T  d b l y  1. I978 
The 30. l9;9 ( O f f l  ce Of  thrw h June 30. 1 9 m 7  Off ice through June 30, 1 m  
J u d l r i a l  Admlnlst r a t  Ion)  o f  J d i i c l a l  A d n l n l r t r a t i o n )  o f  J d d l c l a l  A d n l n l r t r a t l o n )  

Nat a r a l l a b l e  

h w a l  Report. 1979-80 
(Ad m i n l s t r a t l v e  Off ice of 

h n u a l  Report. 1919-80 Annual Report, 1979-80 Annual Report 1979-80 
( A d n i n r s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  the  
Courts) the Courts) Courts) the  Courts)  

(Ad r n i n i r t r a t i v e  O t t l c e  o f  1Admin i r t ra t l ve  O f f i c e  of the  

Jud ic ia l  Council Annual Report J u d i c i a l  Council Annual J u d i c i a l  Council Annual J u d i c i a l  Council Annual 
wi th 19/9 S t  a t l s t i c s  and Report w i th  1919 S t  a t i s -  
Related Oata ( J u d i c i a l  amin- t i c s  and Related Data 
l s t r a t o r )  Adnl n i  s t r a t o r )  Tdmi n i s t r a t o r )  v u d i c i a l  A d m i n l r t r a t o r )  

Report With 1919 S t  a t i s t i c s  
and Related Data (Jud lc iaT 

Report With I919 S t  a t l s t i c s  
and Related Data ( J u d l d a l  

Annual Report 1979 (Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  Of f l ce  of the  Courts) 

_ _  Unpubllshed data suppl ied by Annual Report 1979 
the  Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  o f  
the  Courts 

TAd m i n i s t r a t i v e  Of f i ce  of 
the  Courts)  and unpub l l rhcd  
data suppl ied by the  Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  Of f i ce  o f  t h e  Courts 

Annual Report 1978-79 Annual Report 1978-19 Annual Report 1978-79 Annual Report 1978-79 
1Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f l c e  o f  the  
Courts) Courts) Courts) the  Courts) 

Tn d n i n i r t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  V d m i n i r t r a t l v e  O f f i c e  of  the (Admin is t ra t i ve  Off lce of 

Unpublished data suppl ied by Unpublished data suppl ied by Annual Report-The Off ice o f  _. 
the Supreme J u d i c i a l  C w P t  t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court the  Chief Admin is t ra t i ve  Jus- 

t i c e  O f  t h e  T r i a l  Court. 1919 
(Chief Admin is t ra t l ve  Just lce) 

Annual Report 1978-19 Annual Report 1979-80 (State Annual Report 1978-79 (State Annual Report 1978-79 
7State Court Admin is t ra to r )  Court  Admi n i  s t r a t o r )  Court Admin is t ra to r )  7 s t a t e  cour t  

Administator)  

_ _  Not a v a i l a b l e  Unpublished data suppl ied by Unpublished data suppl ied 
the  O f f i c e  o f  the  State Court by the  Office o f  t h e  
Admin is t ra to r  State Court M m i n i s t r a t o r  

13th and 14th Annual S t a t i s -  
t i c a l  Reports 1978. 1979 
7 E x e c u t l v e p r e n .  

Court) 

Not a v a i l a b l e  Not a v a i l a b l e  

J J a l c i a l  Department of  J u d l c l a l  Department of _ _  J u o l c l a l  De artmepnt Of 
Wlsrourl Annial S t a t i r t l c a l  Mlssour i  Annual S t a t i r t l c a l  

T r a n s i t i o n  ( O f f l  ce of the  ce O f  t l i e  T r a n s l t l o n  (Off1 CP o f  the  
State Courts Aamln ls t ra to r l  State Cowts  A o m l n l s t r a t ~ r l  State Courts A d n l n l s t r a t o r )  

Report FYl979--System i n  
K l ? i G F ~ t l c a l  7 

_ _  Unpublished data provided by 
the  Sta te  Court Administrator 

Not a v a i l a b l e  

_- The Courts O f  Nebraska 1979 The Courts O f  Nebraska 
m i c e  o f  the  State Court 
M m i n i s t r a t o r )  E t  (lidmi n i  s t r a t o r )  

O f f i c e  o f  the  Sfa te  

Unpublished data suppl ied by 
the  State Court M m i n i s t r a t o r  

The Courts of Nebraska 1979 
m t f i c e  of t h e  s t a t e  C o u r t  
M m l n i r t r a t o r )  and unpublished 
data provlded by t h e  Clerk 
of the Supreme Court 

Unpublished data provided by 
the  Admin is t ra t i ve  Off ice of 
t h e  Courts 

Eighteenth B ienn ia l  Report 
of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Council of t h e  
State o f  New Hampshire - 
(Chairman. J u d i c i a l  Counci l )  

_ _  Unpublished data provided by bt a v a i l a b l e  
the  Clerk o f  t h e  2nd D i s t r i c t  

_ _  Eightecntn B ienn ia l  Report 
of  the  J u d l c l a l  C o i n c l l  of 
t h e  Sta te  of New Ha s h l r e  Counr l l  o f  t h e  Sta te  of 

t i  nteenth B l e n n l a l  
Reiort  of the  J L d i c i a I  

7Chal man. Jdd lc la l?ounc f l l  .I r m m ,  

Annual Report 1978-79 and Annual Report 1978-79 Annual Report 1978-79 Annual Report 1918-79 
Proceedings I n  t h e  [Admin is t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  of 

t h e  Courts) the  Courts) o f  the  Courts) Municipal  Courts. S e w  
1978 t o  lug.  31. 19 
7Admln ls t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  

r 
(Admi nl  s t r a t i  ve 01 r e c t o r  TAdmin i r t ra t i ve  D i r e c t o r  of 

1 

-- i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  s t a t e  has no cour t  a t  t h i s  l e v e l .  

of t h e  Courts) 

(continued on next page) 
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Appendix B: Sources of 1979 state court caseload statistics (continued) 

COURTS OF 
STATE LAST RESORT 

lien Mexico .. b n u a l  Report, 1979 (Jud ic ia l  
Department of the  State o f  
New Mexico) 

Ne* York .... Second Annual Report 1980 
1Chief M m i n l s t r a t o r  o f  the 
Courts) 

t b r t h  North Carol lna Courts 1978-79 
Carol lna .... 1Admin is t ra t i ve  Off ice o f  t he  

Courts) 

North Oakota. Annual Reports. 1979, 1980 
?North vak Ota Jud ic ia l  
Counci l )  and unpublished data 
Supplied by the  Clerk  of t he  
Suprem Court 

chi0 ........ Dhio Courts S u m r y  1979 
p f f l c e  of the  Admin ls t ra t i ve  
O i rec tor )  

1Admin is t ra t i ve  D i rec to r  of 
the  Courts) 

O k l a h m  .... Report on t h e  Jud ic la ry  1979 

Oregon ...... 26th Annual Report Re la t l ng  t o  
Jud ic ia l  Admin ls t ra t lan  i n  the  
Courts o f  Oregon, 1919 
TOffice of t he  State Court 
Admln is t ra to r l  

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

Annual Report, 1979 ( Jud ic ia l  
b p a r t m e n t  of t he  State o f  
New Mexico) 

Second Annual Report 1980 
7Chief Administrator of the  
Courts) 

Unpublished data from Clerk 
of Court of Appeals 

Ohio Courts Sumnar 1979 
Tuf f i ce  of t he  Ad&nis t ra t i ve  
D i rec to r )  

Report on t he  J u d i d a r y  1979 
V d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i rec to r  of 
the  Courts) 

GENERAL 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

Annual Report, 1979 (Jud ic ia l  
Department of the  State of 
New Mexico) 

Second Annual Report 1980 
' ( th ie f  Adn ln i s t ra to r  of the  
Courts) 

North Carol ina Coupts 1978-79 
t A d m l n i s t r a t l v e  Of f i ce  o f  the 
Courts) 

Annual Report. 1919 
F o r t h  Dakota Jud ic ia l  
Counci 1 ) 

Ohlo Courts Sumnary 1979 
m c e  o f  t he  Admin ls t ra t i ve  
D i rec to r )  

Report on t h e  Jud ic ia ry  1919 
(Admin ls t ra t i ve  D i rec to r  of 
the  Courts)  

LlN lTED 
J U R I S O I C T I O N  COURTS 

Annual Report, 1979 
u d l c i a l  Oepartment O f  

Second Annual Report 1980 
(Chief  Administrator of 
t he  Courts) 

North Carol ina Courts 

%?o/Athi hourts; 
m n s t r a t  ve 

Annual Report. 1979, 1980 
(North Oakota J u d i c l a l  
counci 1 ) 

Ohio Courts Sumnary 1919 
1 O V l c e  o f  the  Adminis- 
t r a t l v e  O i rec tor )  

Report on the  Jud ic ia ry  
P7 (Admin ls t ra t i ve  

K c t o r  o f  the Courts)  

26th Annual Re ort 
m d a  I 
admin ls t ra t lon  I n  tne  
courts  O f  Oregon. I579 
(Off ice  of the S t a t e  
c o w t  Admlnlrtrator) 

Pennsylvania. 1979 Annual Re on I919 Annual Re on 1919 Annlal  Re a r t  1979 Annial Re opt  
~ A d m l n l s t r a t l v ~  O f f i ce  of the  ~ o m l n l s t r a t l v ~  Of f i ce  of the d f l c e  o f  tne -ifice of 
Pennsylvania Courts) Pennsyl ranla Courts)  Peonsylvanla Cobrts l  tne  Pennsylvania C o ~ r t s )  

Puerto R ~ c o . .  Annual Report 1978-79 (O f f l ce  
of Court Admin ls t ra t ian)  

Unpubllrhed data provided by 
the  Admin is t ra t i ve  O f f i c e  of 
the  Courts 

South Annual Report 1979 ( Jud lc ia l  
Carollna .... bepartnent of South Carol ina) 

Rhodc ISland. 

_ _  Annual Report 1978-79 (Of f i ce  Annual Report 1918-79 
K i F I c e  of Court 
Adni n i  s t r a t i  on) 

o f  Court Admin is t ra t ion)  

Unpublished data provided by 
the  Admin is t ra t i ve  Off ice o f  (Admln i r t ra t i ve  
the  Courts 

Annual Report. 1980 Annual Report, 1980 

iou th  Carol ina) o f  South Caral lna) 

rt on the  Jud ic ia ry .  

m c e  of t he  Courts) 

The Jud ic ia l  Department o f  (The Jud ic la l  Department 

South Dakota. Benchmark: B ienn la l  Report o f  -_ Benchmark: A B ienn ia l  Report -- 
the  South Dakota Un i f ied  
J u d i c i a l  System FV 1 W  and 

9 Sta te  Court Admln- 
r n a l o r ' s  Off ice) and unpub- 
l i shed  data provided by the  
Clerk o f  t he  Supreme Court 

Secretary. Sup:ene Court o f  Secretary. SupFern Court o f  Secretary, Supreme Court of Execut ive Secretary. 
Tennessee) Tennessee) Tennessee) i u p r e m  CouPt of Tennessee) 

Texas ....... 51st Annual Report 1979 51st Annual Report 1979 51st Annual Report 1979 51st Annual Report 1979 
T e x a s  J u d i c i a l  CounciT) v e x a s  Jud ic la l  C o u n c m  (Texas J u d l d a l  Councff) (Texas Jud ic ia l  Councll) 

o f  the  South Dakota Un i f ied  
J u d l c i a l  System. m 9 7 8  and 

Tennessee ... 1919 Annual Re o r t  (Executive 1979 Annual Re o r t  (Executive 1979 Annual Report (Executive 1919 Annual Report 

Utah ........ Annual Report, Utah Courts _ _  h n u a l  Report, Utah Courts Annual Report, Utah Courts 
J u l y  1. 1978-June 30. I 9 A  

and Juveni le Court f o r  the  
State of Utah. Annual Re- g.:r, 19;9 (Admln i r t ra t i ve  
f ce o Juven i le  Court) 

July 1 .  1980 t 0 June 30. 1981 
V t a h  J u d l d a l  Councl l )  and (Utah Jud ic ia l  Counci l ]  l u t a h  Jud ic la l  Counci l )  
unpublished data rupp l l ed  by 
the  Clerk of t he  Supreme Court 

Ju l y  1. I57E -June 30. 1919 

V e m n t  ..... Jud lc ia l  S t a t l s t i c s  fo r  Year 
Ending June 30, 1919 
D f f i c e  of the  Court 
Adn ln l s t ra to r )  

V i r g i n l a  .... Sta te  of the Jud ic ia ry  Reports 

EGE%%ary.'SEhpreme 
Court) 

ce o e 

Juo ic la l  S t a t l s t i c s  f o r  Year J i d l c l a l  S t a t l s t i c s  fop 
["ding J m e  30. 1979 Year Endlog J ~ n e  30, 1919 
TDVice  of the  Court 
Admln l r t ra to r l  A d n i n l s t r a t o r l  

W c e  of the t o m  

.. . 
Supreme Court)  
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! STATE U S 1  RESORT APPELLATE COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS 
I 

COURTS OF INTERMEDIATE GENERAL LlHlTEO 

' Washington .. Z n d ,  23rd A;;rm;l Repf0:;s Z n d ,  23rd Annual Re Or ts  23rd Annual Report 1979 23rd Annual Report 1979 
I ce D e c e o  t e  a" """a e OP O f  c e o  t e  
I f o r  the  Courts) ~~~,i:%~':b,rts) th: iZEl!ads bn! !peFatrons 

of t h e  Courts o f  Washington 
( O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Administrator 
o f  t h e  Courts) 

i F n i s t r : t o :  f o r  the  
Courts) 

Yest Unpublished data provided by 
V i r g i n i a  .... Admin is t ra t i ve  Off ice o f  the  

Courts 

unpublished data provided 
by the  Admin is t ra t i ve  
O f f i c e  of t h e  Courts O f f i c e  of the  Courts 

l lnpubl i rhed data provided 
by the  Admin is t ra t i ve  

Yisconsin ... Unpublished data provided by Unpublished data provided by Unpublished data pro(ided by Unpublished data provided 
t h e  D i rec tor  o f  the  State 
COUPtS  O f f i c e  Courts O f f i c e  Court< O f f i c e  State Courts O f f i c e  

the  D i rec tor  o f  the  State the  D i rec tor  o f  t h e  State by t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

, Wyoming ..... Unpublished data provided by 
I the  Court Coordinator and the  

Clerk of t h e  Supreme Court i 
j -- i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  s t a t e  has no cour t  a t  t h i s  level.  

I 

I 

u omin Minor  Court S stem U omin Mlnor Codrt 5 stem 
*R. S t e A r t ,  k d ( G a y l e  R. Ste*:rt. 
AS?fifant Court coora lna tnr )  m a n t  Codrt Coord ina tor )  
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Other publications from the Court Statistics and Information Management project. 

Avai lable from the National Center fo r  State Courts: 

State Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  Annual Report 1976 

Caseload information from a l l  appel late and general j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts and 118 of the 183 
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts i s  presented i n  s ta te  cou r t  caseload p r o f i l e s  and compiled i n  
sunmary tables. Avai lable from Subscr ipt ion 
Services, National Center fo r  State Courts, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg. VA 23185 

1980, 413 pages, 36 02.. paperback, $12.50. 

State Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  Annual Report 1977 

Caseload information from a l l  appel late and general j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts,  and from a l l  
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  which reported data f o r  1977 i s  presented i n  t h i s  report .  
1982. 461 pages, 37 01.. paperback, $12.50. plus shipping. 

State Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  Annual Report 1978 

Caseload information from a l l  appel late and general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  and from 118 of the 
183 l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour ts  i s  presented i n  t h i s  report .  
paperback, $12.50. p lus shipping. 

1983, 473 pages, 46 oz.,  

Court Case Management Informat ion Systems Manual 

This manual reviews loca l  and statewide case management informat ion requirements and 
presents sets of w d e l  data elements, data c o l l e c t i o n  forms and case management output 
repor ts  fo r  each leve l  o f  court .  342 pages, 29 oz., paperback, $15.00. plus shipping. 

, 

The Business of State T r i a l  Courts 

Def in ing cour ts  business as cases f i l e d ,  serious cases, and contested cases. t h i s  monograph 
tes ts  s i x  myths about courts, t h e i r  work and decisions. 
paperback, $10.00, p lus shipping. 

1983. 158 pages, 14 02.. 

The fo l lowing two publ icat ions may be ordered from the Court S t a t i s t i c s  and Informat ion 
Management Project, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg. YA 23185: 

State Court Model Annual Report 

Suggested formats t o  be used i n  preparing s ta te  cou r t  annual reports. 
be considered f o r  i nc lus ion  i n  cou r t  reports. 
charge . 

Discusses top i cs  t o  
88 pages. Single copies ava i l ab le  f r e e  of 

Implementing the Model Annual Report 

Out l ines the steps necessary f o r  developing a new s t a t i s t i c a l  informat ion repor t ing system 
o r  modify ing an ex i s t i ng  one. 
pages. 

Avai lab le from the National Criminal Just ice Reference Service, Box 6000. Rockvi l le.  MO 20850: 

Contains forms f o r  diagnosing minimal data needs. 141 
A l i m i t e d  number o f  s ing le  copies are avai lab le f ree  o f  charge. 

State Court Model S t a t i s t i c a l  Dic t ionary 

Contains d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms used t o  c l a s s i f y  and count cour t  caseload. 
s t a t i s t i c a l  usage f o r  each tern.  129 pages. Single copies avai lab le f ree of charge. 

Gives the cou r t  

State Court Organization, 1980 

A reference f o r  informat ion on cou r t  management and admin is t ra t ion i n  the 50 s tates and 5 
t e r r i t o r i e s .  Contains i nd i v idua l  s ta te  p r o f i l e s  and sumnary tab les on top i cs  inc lud ing 
c o u r t  organizat ion and j u r i s d i c t i o n ;  j u d i c i a l  compensation, qual i f icat ions,  and select ion;  
j u r i es ;  and the funct ions o f  the admin is t ra t ive o f f i ce  of the courts. 537 pages. Single 
copies avai lab le f ree  o f  charge. 
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS 
National  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P ro jec t  

USER EVALUATION 
S t a t e  Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  Annual Report ,  1979 

)ear Reader: 
The Nat ional  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P ro jec t  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your comments and 

;uggestions about t h i s  r epor t .  We have provided t h i s  form f o r  whatever 
)pinions you wish to  express  about i t .  Please  cu t  out  both of these  pages, 
i t ap l e  them toge ther ,  and m a i l  t o  the  prepr in ted  address .  

:hank you fo r  your help.  

1. For what purpose did you use t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

2 .  For t h a t  purpose, the  report-  13 M e t  most of my needs 

17 Met none of my needs 13 Met some of my needs 
- . .  

3 .  How w i l l  t h i s  r epor t  be u s e f u l  t o  you? 

12 Data source 17 Other (p lease  spec i fy)  

17 Teaching ma te r i a l  - 
11 W i l l  not be u s e f u l  t o  m e  - 17 Reference f o r  a r t i c l e  or  r epor t  

17 General information 

17 Criminal j u s t i c e  program planning 

(p l ease  exp la in )  - 

4 .  Which p a r t s  of the  r e p o r t ,  i f  any, were d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand or use? 
How could they be improved? 



- II 

5. Can you point  out s p e c i f i c  p a r t s  of the t e x t  or  t a b l e  notes t h a t  are not 
c l e a r  or terms t h a t  need t o  be def ined? 

6. Are t h e r e  ways t h i s  r epor t  could be improved t h a t  you have not mentioned' 

7 .  Please  suggest o ther  t op ic s  you would l i k e  to  see addressed i n  f u t u r e  
r e p o r t s  using s t a t e  court  caseload da ta .  

I 

8 .  In what capac i ty  did you use t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

17 Researcher 13 Educator 13 Student  

I3 Criminal j u s t i c e  agency employee 

13 Government o ther  than c r imina l  j u s t i c e  - Speci fy  -_ 
11 Other - Specify 



-- _ _ ~ I _ _  

9. If you used this report as a governmental employee, please indicate the 
level of government. 

17 Federal 

17 State 

17 County 

17 Municipal 

-- 13 Other - Specify 

0. If you used this report as a criminal justice agency employee, please 
indicate the sector in which you work. 

17 Law enforcement (police) U Corrections 
17 Legal services and prosecution 

13 Public or private defense services 

13 Parole 

17 Criminal justice planning 

11 Courts or court administration u Other criminal justice 
agency - Specify type u Probation - 

.l. If you used this report as a criminal justice employee, please indicate 

17 Program or project manager 

I 1  Statistician 

the type of position you hold. Mark all that apply. 

17 Agency or institution administrator 

13 General program planner/evaluator/ 
analyst 

- 17 Other - Specify 17 Budget planner /evaluator /analys t 

17 Operations or management planner/ 
evaluator/analyst 

2 .  Additional comments 

I_ l_-_ll- -l_-l_ 
-I- 
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National Court Statistics Project 
National Center for State Courts 
300 Newport Avenue 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

(fold here) 

Please 
Affix 
Postage 

eaptional) 

Name Telephone ( ) - 
Number and street 

city State __ zip 

b 
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