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This S t a t e  Court Caseload S t a t i s -  
t ics:  Annual Report ,  1976 is the 
second i n  a s e r i e s  of documents con- 
t a i n i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l  caseload d a t a  
compiled from the annual r e p o r t s  of  
each state cour t  system and from 
o the r  a v a i l a b l e  data .  It is the re- 
s u l t  of the cooperat ive e f f o r t  of 
t h e  Nat ional  Center f o r  S t a t e  Courts 
and the Conference o f  S t a t e  Court 
Adminis t ra tors  to develop wi th in  t h e  
Nat ional  Center a na t iona l  database 
of state cour t  caseload s t a t i s t i c s .  

of source da t a ,  as well as cavea t s  
regarding v a r i a t i o n  i n  r e p o r t i n g  
p e r i  ods , cour t  or ganiz a t  i on, s ub j ec t 
m a t t e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  , de f i n i t  i ons  
used by t h e  s ta tes ,  and demographic 
ch a rac  te  ris t i c s  make it impe ra t  i v e  
t h a t  the da t a  contained i n  t h i s  re- 
p o r t  be used with extreme cau t ion .  
Care must be exe rc i sed  i n  a t tempting 
to compare even the  broadest  cate-  

Questions of v a l i d i t y  and accuracy 

The Conference of S t a t e  Court Ad- 
m i n i s t r a t o r s  (COSCA) has  continued 
to give i t s  support  to  t he  Nat ional  
Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  to es tab-  
l i s h  i n  t h e  Nat ional  Center f o r  
State  Courts (NCSC) the c a p a b i l i t y  
of ga the r ing ,  analyzing, and dissem- 
i n a t i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l  information on 
each state cour t  system i n  the na- 
t i o n .  The p r o j e c t  has been made a 
cooperat ive e f f o r t  between COSCA and 
t h e  NCSC by g iv ing  p o l i c y  c o n t r o l  
and d i r e c t i o n  over t h e  p r o j e c t  to  a 
committee of state cour t  administra- 
t o r s  s e l e c t e d  from COSCA. 

This  second annual r epor t  p r e s e n t s  
data  f o r  t he  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and 
t r i a l  c o u r t s  of gene ra l ,  l i m i t e d ,  or 
s p e c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t he  s e v e r a l  
states.  The a d d i t i o n  of l imi t ed  and 
s p e c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  court  da t a  has  
increased g r e a t l y  t h e  volume of da t a  
d i sp l ayed .  

The scope of t h i s  r epor t  is l i m i t -  
ed and p e r t a i n s  only to  the year  

go r i e s  of caseflow for  1976. 

heartened by the’texpressions of in- 
terest and cooperat ion coming from 
cour t  personnel a l l  over t he  coun- 
t r y .  With few except ions,  they dem- 
o n s t r a t e d  wi l l i ngness  t o  he lp  t h e  
Nat ional  Center develop an accurate  
n a t i o n a l  da t a  base of s ta te  cour t  
caseload s t a t i s t i c s .  The a s s i s t a n c e  
and l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  COSCA and es- 
pec i a l l  y t h e  Na t iona 1 Court S t a  t i s  - 
t i c s  P r o j e c t  (NCSP) Committee 
chaired by James R. James, have been 
inva luab le  i n  b r ing ing  o rde r  out  of 
t h e  p r e s e n t  confusion. 

The Nat ional  Center has been 

Edward B. McConnell 
D i rec to r  
Nat ional  Center f o r  S t a t e  Courts 

1976. Since t h a t  yea r ,  as w e l l  as 
from 1975 t o  1976, t h e r e  have been 
changes i n  c o u r t  s t r u c t u r e  and re- 
po r t ing  procedures i n  s e v e r a l  of t h e  
ind iv idua l  s t a t e s .  This  r e p o r t  , 
along with the  b a s e l i n e  d a t a  pro- 
vided by t h e  1975 r e p o r t ,  provides a 
means f o r  measuring t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
such changes. 

Persons making use of t h i s  book 
are requested t o  read and be guided 
by t h e  in t roduc to ry  s e c t i o n  and, i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  s e t  
f o r t h  the re in .  Any at tempt  t o  com- 
pare t h e  caseload da ta  of t h e  s ta tes  
is  r i s k y  and should n o t  be attempted. 

James R. James , Chairman 
NCSP Committee 
Conference of Sta te  Court  

Adminis t ra tors  
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Executive summary 

S u b s t a n t i a l  e f f o r t  by t h e  
Nat ional  Court S ta t i s t ics  P r o j e c t  
(NCSP) staff  and t h e  Conference of 
S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tors  NCSP 
Committee was r equ i r ed  t o  develop a 
methodology f o r  d i sp l ay ing  nation- 
wide s ta te  c o u r t  caseload f o r  t h e  
first annual  r e p o r t .  During prelim- 
i n a r y  a t t e m p t s  t o  aggregate a v a i l -  
able s t a t i s t i c s  i n t o  s p e c i f i c  group- 
i n g s ,  i t  became obvious t h a t  any 
rea l i s t ic  compilat ion must have a 
s t r u c t u r e  de r ived  from, not super- 
imposed upon, t h e  d a t a  reported by 
t h e  states. This  second annual re- 
po r t  reflects t h a t  o r i e n t a t i o n  and 
emphasis, w i th  augmentations made t o  
bet ter  d i s p l a y  t h e  data and t o  accom- 
modate t h e  a d d i t i o n  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  da ta .  The summary s t a t i s -  
t ics  as presented here t h e r e f o r e  re- 
f l e c t  t he  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
s ta te  c o u r t  s t a t i s t i c s .  

For  t h e  r eade r  of t h i s  document, 
cau t iona ry  no te s  n e c e s s a r i l y  abound. 
Because of many s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i -  
a t i o n s  i n  t h e  k inds  of d a t a  r epor t -  
e d ,  t h e  summary tables i n  t h i s  annual 
r e p o r t  do no t  permit  ex tens ive ,  val-  
i d ,  d i r e c t  comparisons o f  caseflow 
among states without  c a r e f u l  exami- 
n a t i o n  of  a l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  involved 
i n  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  data are com- 
parable .  Var i a t ions  i n  d a t a  a v a i l a -  
b i l i t y ,  c o u r t  o rgan iza t ion ,  s u b j e c t  
matter j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  d e f i n i t i o n s  of 
cases and u n i t s  of count ,  r e p o r t i n g  
pe r iods ,  and the degrees  of complete- 
nes s  and accuracy of data a l l  com- 
b ine  t o  make c r o s s - j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  
comparisons extremely complex. These 
v a r i a t i o n s  are discussed i n  general 
terms i n  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  the  re- 
po r t  on pages 6 through 10. More 

s p e c i f i c  cau t iona ry  n o t e s  are  given 
i n  the  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
t a b l e s .  The l i m i t a t i o n s  on a n a l y s i s  
s e c t i o n  (pages 1 0  t o  12) provides  a n  
i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  kinds o f  a n a l y s i s  
t h a t  can and cannot be made with t h e  
data i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Comparisons between t h e  1976 d a t a  
contained i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  and t h e  1975 
data contained i n  t h e  first r e p o r t  i n  
t h i s  series should be made only a f t e r  
c a r e f u l  examination o f  t he  f a c t o r s  
mentioned above t o  a s c e r t a i n  that  
t h e s e  factors have not  changed f o r  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  cour t .  

Production o f  t h e  annual r e p o r t  
series is an  evo lu t iona ry  process  
wi th  t h e  long-term goa l  o f  improve- 
ment of t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  ser ies  being 
foremost f o r  t h e  Nat ional  Court Sta-  
t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t .  T h i s  process  i s  
discussed on pages 12  through 13 w i t h  
t h e  dynamics f o r  improvement and in -  
t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  p r o j e c t  docu- 
ments being discussed on pages 13  
through 15. 

annual r e p o r t ,  summary s ta t i s t ica l  
tables i n  Part I were cons t ruc t ed  
from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u r t  p r o f i l e s  
f o r  a l l  the s ta tes  found i n  P a r t  11. 
Data were first compiled i n t o  nat ion-  
wide  volume s t a t i s t i c s  (beginning 
pending, f i l e d ,  disposed,  and end 
pending),  and then  t h e  volume statis-  
t i c s  were broken down where p o s s i b l e  
i n t o  broad category c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  
which were chosen t o  ref lect  the 
kinds of data being r epor t ed  by t h e  
s ta tes .  This  approach r equ i r ed  i n i -  
t i a l  p repa ra t ion  of a n  overview c o u r t  
o rgan iza t ion  chart and an  i n d i v i d u a l  
s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  f o r  each s ta te 's  
a p p e l l a t e  and t r i a l  c o u r t s .  The re- 

Tn terms of the s t r u c t u r e  of t h i s  

v i  
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sulting documentation makes up Part 
I1 of this report (pages 143 to 384). 

Data availability has improved 
greatly from the first half of this 
century, when the first national com- 
pilation of caseload data was at- 
tempted. This improvement in the 
quantity of available data has con- 
tinued with significantly more data 
being reported for 1976 than for 1975 
(see page 24 for appellate courts and 
page 55 for trial courts). At least 
some gross volume data are displayed 
in this report for all appellate 
courts, for all trial courts of gen- 
eral jurisdiction, and for 118 of the 
183 trial courts of limited or spe- 
cial jurisdiction. For much of the 
data reported, however, the validity 
and reliability has not been ascer- 
tained. 

be made about the 1976 state court 
caseflow data. First, in addition 
to the increase in data available, 
the number of cases filed in the 
courts has also increased from 1975 
to 1976. The caseflow estimates in- 
dicate that the number of cases filed 
per judge has increased. Most trial 
courts also reported increases in the 
number of filings from 1975 to 1976. 
Second, the courts have managed to 
handle this increase in filings fair- 
ly well with most courts disposing 
between 90.0 and 100.0 percent of the 
number of cases filed and a few 
courts disposing of more cases than 
were filed. The disposition rates 
of less than 100.0 percent, however, 
mean that most courts are increasing 

Several general observations can 

their pending caseload. For courts 
reporting pending caseload, most had 
increases of less than 20.0 percent. 
Finally, for courts reporting pending 
and filed data, the number of cases 
pending at the end of the year as a 
percent of the number of cases filed 
was less than 50.0 percent for most 
courts of last resort, less than 70.0 
percent for most intermediate appel- 
late courts and for civil caseflow 
in most trial courts, less than 50.0 
percent for criminal caseflow in most 
trial courts, and less than 30.0 per- 
cent for traffic and juvenile case- 
flow in most trial courts. 

The composition of the caseload 
of the courts is also of interest. 
In the appellate courts, the data 
available indicate that approximate- 
ly 55 percent of the appeals filed 
in 1976 were civil appeals. For the 
trial courts in 1976 the caseload es- 
timates indicate that of the 71 to 
108 million cases filed, over 13 per- 
cent were civil cases, almost 13 per- 
cent were criminal cases, over 72 
percent were traffic cases, and al- 
most 1.5 percent were juvenile cases. 

The detail charts and statisti- 
cal profiles in Part I1 are helpful 
references because they indicate not 
only the organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction of the courts in 
each state, but also the differences 
in reporting periods, units of count, 
and variations in case categories and 
classifications. They show at a 
glance how much data were available 
for comparison purposes. 
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Introduction 

National Court Statistics Project 

The annual series of  s t a t e  
cour t  caseload s ta t i s t ics  is  t h e  
product of t h e  cont inuing  coopera- 
t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  Con- 
fe rence  of S t a t e  Court Administra- 
t o r s  (COSCA) and the  Nat ional  Cen- 
t e r  f o r  S t a t e  Courts (NCSC) .  Fi-  
nanc ia l  management, p r o j e c t  manage- 
ment, and p r o j e c t  s taff ing respon- 
s i b i l i t y  a r e  assumed by the Nation- 
a l  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P ro jec t  (NCSP) 
of  t he  NCSC. COSCA, through its 
NCSP Committee, provides  genera l  
po l icy  review, guidance, and con- 
t ro l  over  a l l  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The primary purpose of t h e  
Nat ional  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P ro jec t  
is  t o  develop and implement a pro- 
gram t o  c o l l e c t  and r e p o r t  a l l  
a v a i l a b l e  cour t  caseload s ta t i s t ics  
from t h e  50 states, the  D i s t r i c t  
of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.1 
The NCSP and COSCA coord ina te  wi th-  
i n  t h e  Nat ional  Center f o r  S t a t e  
Courts t h e  ga the r ing ,  a n a l y s i s ,  and 
disseminat ion of aggregated case- 
load data der ived from each s ta te  
cour t  system. 

Nat ional  Court Statist ics P ro jec t  
is t o  compile f o r  use i n  c o u r t  man- 
agement complete s t a t e  c o u r t  case- 

A second purpose of  the  

lRepe t i t i on  of  "50 s ta tes ,  
t h e  District o f  Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico" becomes very cumber- 
some. Throughout the r e s t  of t h i s  
r e p o r t ,  'states'  and cour t  systems 
w i l l  be used as appropr i a t e  t o  in -  
d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  r epor t ing  u n i t s  
being d i s c u s s e d  inc lude  the D i s -  
t r i c t  of Columbia and Puerto Rico, 

load data t h a t  are  comparable 
a c r o s s  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  boundaries.  

These NCSC goa l s  requi red  t h e  
c a r e f u l  choosing o f  an  annual  re- 
po r t  series methodology f o r  assem- 
b l ing  the  caseload data t h a t  were 
a v a i l a b l e  from each of  t h e  states. 

Methodology employed 

Data sources 

The sources  of data f o r  t h e  
tables  presented i n  t h i s  series are 
published annual r e p o r t s  provided 
by t h e  'states' and unpublished 
s t a t i s t i c a l  material requested of  
and suppl ied  by s t a t e  cour t  admin- 
i s t r a t o r s  and a p p e l l a t e  cour t  
c l e rks .  (Appendix A of  t h i s  r epor t  
i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  sou rces  of  d a t a  from 
each ' s ta te ' . )  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a review o f  a l l  
published and unpublished data re- 
ceived from t h e  ' s ta tes ' ,  a s t u d y .  
was made of a l l  a v a i l a b l e  r e p o r t i n g  
forms and i n s t r u c t i o n s  used by t h e  
' s ta tes '  t o  c o l l e c t  case load  sta- 
t i s t i c s  from t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
cour t s .  Addit ional  r e l e v a n t  i n f o r -  
mation was secured from appropr i a t e  
personnel i n  each ' s ta te ' .  A s  t h e  
p r o j e c t  progressed,  te lephone con- 
t ac t  and follow-up correspondence 
were used t o  c o l l e c t  missing data,  
confirm t h e  accuracy of  a v a i l a b l e  
d a t a ,  and determine t h e  l e g a l  ju- 
r i s d i c t i o n  o f  each cour t .  

Each admin i s t r a t ive  o f f i c e  of  
the c o u r t s  completed a check-off 
sheet t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  types  o f  
cases handled by each cour t .  Be- 
yond t h i s ,  information was c o l l e c t -  
e d  concerning the  number of judges 
per  cour t  o r  cour t  system ( f rom 
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annual reports, offices of state 
court administrators, and appellate 
clerks), the size of state popula- 
tion (based on Bureau of the Census 
1976 revised estimates), other 1976 

Statistical Abstract of the United 
States: 19782), and special 
characteristics regarding subject 
matter jurisdiction and court 

court's jurisdiction was not direct- 
ly obtainable, available information 
was used from the National Survey 
of Court organization. 3 

Scope of the report 

, demographic data (taken from the 

I structure. When explanation of a 

The first annual report (1975) 
presented available caseload data 
for state appellate courts and 
trial courts of general jurisdic- 
tion, and for selected categories 
(juvenile, domestic relations, pro- 
bate, and mental health4) in 
limited jurisdiction courts. This 
second annual report (1976) again 
presents available data for appel- 
late courts and courts of general 
jurisdiction, and also expands to 
include all available caseload data 
for all limited jurisdiction 
courts. As data from each court 
level become more complete, future 
aggregation of trial court case- 
loads should become more meaning- 
ful. 

The 1976 report has been expand- 

*U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
Statistical Abstract of the United 
States: 1978 (Washington, D. C.: 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 

3U.S. Law Enforcement Assis- 
tance Administration, National Sur- 
vey of Court Organization (Washing- 
ton D.C.: U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1973). Supplements pub- 
lished in 1975 and 1977. 

4The classification categor- 
ies used by the NCSP are shown in 
boldface throughout this report. 

1978) 

ed to include Puerto Rico. The 
addition of Puerto Rico to the ser- 
ies was made possible through 
translation assistance provided by 
the Puerto Rico Office of Court 
Administration. The scope of 
future reports will be broadened, 
if possible, to include American 
Samoa, Guam, and the Virgin 
Islands. 

This report reflects court 
organization and jurisdiction as 
it existed in 1976, but the reader 
should keep in mind that court sys- 
tems are not static entities. For 
example, in Kentucky a newly creat- 
ed intermediate appellate court 
began operation during 1976, there- 
by changing the jurisdiction of the 
court of last resort from that 
which existed in 1975. Kansas has 
instituted a unified court system, 
and both Kansas and Iowa have es- 
tablished intermediate appellate 
courts since 1976. Because court 
organizational or jurisdictional 
characteristics do change over 
time, caution should be used in 
attempting to compare the data in 
this 1976 report with 1975 data or 
with more current data. 

Category classifications 

When data for the 1975 report 
were being assembled, a classifica- 
tion problem resulted because of 
the multitude of terms being used 
by the states to report their case- 
loads. The case categories ulti- 
mately used in the 1975 annual re- 
port were dictated by the variety 
and quantity of data reported by 
the states. NCSP compilation 
efforts required the establishment 
of both valid and uniform case 
categories. 

Some changes have been made to 
these categories for the 1976 an- 
nual reporc, primarily in criminal 
case categories, where two new 
categories have been added. Ordi- 
nance violations accommodates the 
addition of full coverage of lim- 
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i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s ;  and fel- 
ony/misdemeanor accommodates those 
c o u r t s  t h a t  do not  s epa ra t e  crimi- 
nal cases i n t o  felony and misde- 
meanor. In  t h e  1975 annual r e p o r t ,  
these cases  were classified as 
other c r i m i n a l .  

t h e  c r imina l  ca tegory ,  t o  become 
an independent category equal  t o  
c i v i l ,  criminal, and juvenile. 
Subcategories  adopted f o r  traffic 
were DWI/DUI ( d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i -  
ca t ed /d r iv ing  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e ) ,  
parking, and other traffic viola- 
tions. 

Another change was the  r e l abe l -  
i n g  o f  one juvenile case subcate-  
gory. Children i n  need of super- 
vision, a term used i n  t h e  1975 
annual r e p o r t ,  h a s  been changed t o  
atatus offenses, a term used in -  
c r eas ing ly  throughout t he  country.  
NCSP case c a t e g o r i e s  used f o r  t h i s  
1976 r e p o r t  appear as p r i n c i p a l  
headings i n  the summary t a b l e s  i n  
Pa r t  I ,  and i n  each c o u r t ' s  p r o f i l e  
i n  Part 11. Terminology used wi th-  
i n  each ' s ta te '  is displayed on 
each c o u r t ' s  p r o f i l e  as subheadings 
under t h e  boldface NCSP main head- 
ings .  The NCSP main headings are 
c a t e g o r i e s  used uniformly f o r  a l l  
t h e  ' s ta tes ' .  For example, a 
state 's  "app l i ca t ion  f o r  leave  t o  
appeal" was classified under NCSP's 
request t o  appeal category i n  a l l  
tables. Explanat ions used i n  
source  documents t o  c lar i fy  a 
s t a t e ' s  data are inc luded ,  as are 
explana t ions  t o  c la r i fy  p r o j e c t  
s ta f f ' s  arrangement of t h a t  da ta .  
These appear ,  where appropr i a t e ,  
as foo tno te s  i n  each c o u r t ' s  pro- 
f i l e .  

Traffic cases  were removed from 

Format used 

Profiles. After case categor-  
i e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  c l a s s i f y  
a v a i l a b l e  1976 case data ,  a p r o f i l e  
o f  t he  c o u r t s  i n  each ' s ta te '  was 
cons t ruc ted .  Each ' s ta te '  p r o f i l e  
f o r  1976 con ta ins  the  following: 

--a c h a r t  dep ic t ing  t h e  organ- 
i z a t i o n  of the cour t  sys tem wi th in  
the ' s t a t e ' ,  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and 
r o u t e  of appea l  f o r  each c o u r t ,  t h e  
number of judges,  and information 
on k inds  of t r ials;  and 

--a set  of  tables  conta in ing  
the  case-related data received from 
each s t a t e  cour t  (or cour t  system).  

Sumsra~y Tables. Data from each 
s t a t e  p r o f i l e  were t r a n s f e r r e d  in-  
t o  summary t a b l e s  designed t o  d i s -  
p l a y  f o r  t h e  record t h e  k inds  of 
a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  t h a t  could be aggre- 
gated.  The summary tables are- d i -  
vided i n t o  two major s e c t i o n s  (ap- 
pel la te  and t r i a l )  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  
two major l e v e l s  of cour t .  

Appel la te  c o u r t s  inc lude  both 
c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  ( t h e  f i n a l  
cour t  o r  c o u r t s  of  appea l  wi th in  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  state) and in te rmedia te  
appel la te  c o u r t s  ( t h e  cour t  o r  
c o u r t s  i n  which t h e  primary work 
is  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  i n i t i a l  ap- 
pea l s  received from t r i a l  c o u r t s  
o f  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  adminis- 
t r a t i v e  agencies ,  and i n  which some 
dec i s ions  are s u b j e c t  t o  appeal  or 
review by a cour t  of l a s t  r e s o r t ) .  
For purposes o f  d i sp l ay ing  da ta ,  
t h e  c o u r t s  of l a s t ' r e s o r t  have been 
divided i n t o  two groups: those  i n  
s ta tes  - w i t h  in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  and those  i n  ' s ta tes '  - w i t h -  
- o u t  in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  
With few except ions ,  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  
a l s o  convenient ly  separates c o u r t s  
o f  las t  r e s o r t  according t o  whether 
o r  no t  they have almost complete 
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Courts 
of  las t  r e s o r t  i n  ' s ta tes '  without 
in te rmedia te  appe l l a t e  c o u r t s  gen- 
e r a l l y  have l i t t l e  or no discre- 
t i ona ry  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  a l though 
there are except ions ,  such as V i r -  
g i n i a  and West Virg in ia .  

For purposes of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  a 
t r i a l  cour t  was considered t o  be a 
cour t  of  gene ra l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i f  
i t  met one of  t h e  fo l lowing  c r i te r -  
i a  : 

--the ind iv idua l  ' s ta te '  con- 
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s i d e r s  it a gene ra l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t ;  o r  

--felony c a s e s  are t r i e d  and 
f e lony  sen tences  g iven ,  f o r  - a l l  
t ypes  of  f e lony  cases; o r  

--the judges o f  the  c o u r t  are 
gene ra l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t  judges 
s i t t i n g  on temporary assignment. 
A l l  other t r i a l  c o u r t s  were clas- 
s i f i e d  as l i m i t e d  or  special j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  

Footnotes. Standard foo tno te  
headings have been adopted f o r  use 
i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  and w i l l  cont inue 
t o  be used i n  the  annual r e p o r t  
series.  These s t anda rd  headings 
appear on t h e  summary tables  and 
i d e n t i f y  the  broad s u b j e c t  matter 
o f  the  f o o t n o t e ;  i f  f u r t h e r  expla- 
n a t i o n  is needed, i n fo rma t iona l  
s t a t emen t s  are provided under the  
same standard foo tno te  headings on 
t h e  p r o f i l e s  i n  P a r t  11. 

Verification of data 

With the  cooperat ion of  t h e  
Conference of State  Court Adminis- 
t r a to r s ,  a l l  d a t a  were submitted 
for review and v e r i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  c o u r t  adminis t ra-  
t o r ' s  off ice .  An a d d i t i o n a l  check 
was provided through t h e  coopera- 
t i o n  o f  t h e  Nat ional  Conference of 
Appel la te  Court Clerks  (NCACC) , 
which i n v i t e d  NCSP staff  t o  submit 
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  d a t a  for review and 
v e r i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  appropr i a t e  
c l e r k  of the  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  i n  
each state.  T h i s  process  a l s o  in -  
cluded followup by NCSP s t a f f  
through te lephone or  l e t t e r  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t he  s t a t e  personnel. F i n a l l y ,  
t h e  format ,  c o n t e n t ,  and limita- 
t i o n s  of d a t a  tables have been re- 
viewed and approved by t h e  COSCA 
NCSP Committee, which guides t h e  
Na t iona l  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P ro jec t .  

Limitations on use of data displayed 

The f o u r  major u ses  of  c o u r t  
s t a t i s t i ca l  data,  as i d e n t i f i e d  i n  
t h e  NCSP p u b l i c a t i o n ,  State Court 

Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  The State of 
t h e  Art5, are: (1) o p e r a t i o n a l  
( a i d i n g  i n  t h e  execut ion of r o u t i n e  
day-to-day a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  
l e v e l ) ;  ( 2 )  management (dec i s ion -  
making a t  t h e  s t a t e  or  l o c a l  l e v e l  
concerned wi th  improvement of t he  
c o u r t  process  and system-wide 
e f f i c i e n c y  i n  the  use of c o u r t  re- 
s o u r c e s ) ;  ( 3 )  i n t e r n a l  planning and 
research (goal s e t t i n g  and p o l i c y  
planning t o  e s t a b l i s h  longterm pro- 
grams and i d e n t i f y  evolving pro- 
blems);  and ( 4 )  i n d i r e c t  c o u r t  'uses  
(decision-making by those  o u t s i d e  
the c o u r t s  concerned w i t h  p o l i c y  
making or  research about c o u r t  
o p e r a t i o n s ) .  The v a r i o u s  u s e s  o f  
c o u r t  s ta t i s t ics  r e q u i r e  d i f f e r e n t  
l e v e l s  o f  d e t a i l  and a n a l y s i s ,  bu t  
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of de ta i led  sta- 
t i s t i c s  is  dependent upon t h e  s ta-  
t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t i n g  system used a t  
t h e  s ta te  o r  l o c a l  l e v e l .  T h i s  
annual report  has res t r ic ted its 
scope t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  d e t a i l  cur-  
r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  from s t a t e - l e v e l  
r e p o r t i n g  systems. 

Operat ional  d e c i s i o n s  are made 
a t  the local  l e v e l  and r e q u i r e  de- 
tai led information on a case-by- 
case b a s i s .  These d e c i s i o n s  must 
be made d a i l y  and cannot be based 
upon year-end summary s ta t i s t ics  
such as those  contained i n  t h i s  
1976 r e p o r t .  

Management d e c i s i o n s  can be 
made a t  either the s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  
l e v e l  and r e q u i r e  aggrega t ion  of 
detai led information used f o r  oper- 
a t i o n a l  dec i s ions .  Caseflow man- 
agement data such a s  t h a t  needed 
t o  determine the s t a t u s  of the pre- 
p a r a t i o n  of the  record f o r  appea l  
o r  t o  gene ra t e  except ion r e p o r t s  
are gathered by s t a t e  r e p o r t i n g  
systems, bu t  t h i s  kind of informa- 

5U.S. Law Enforcement Ass i s t ance  
Adminis t ra t ion,  State Court  Case- 
load S ta t i s t ics :  The State of t h e  
A r t  (Washington, D.C.:  U.S. Gov- 
ernment P r i n t i n g  Office, 1978). 
- 
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t i o n  i s  a l s o  case s p e c i f i c  and too  
d e t a i l e d  t o  be compiled and used 
f o r  nationwide comparisons. I n  
c o n t r a s t ,  s t a t e - l e v e l  summary sta- 
t i s t i c s  would be u s e f u l  on a na- 
t i o n a l  b a s i s  f o r  comparison and 
research purposes i n  areas such as 
comparisons of  time l a p s e s  i n  case 
processing t o  e s t a b l i s h  norms o r  
gu ides ;  ana lyses  t o  determine as- 
signments of judges needed t o  re- 
l i e v e  backlog; ana lyses  t o  d e t e r -  
mine t h e  need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
judges,  suppor t  personnel ,  o r  faci- 
l i t i e s ;  and ana lyses  t o  determine 
if an in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  
should be c rea t ed .  

need f o r  c e r t a i n  management data 
n a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  1976 annual r epor t  
has concentrated on uniformly c l a s -  
s i f y i n g  caseload d a t a  and on com- 
p i l i n g  a v a i l a b l e  case  process ing  
time data. Caseload and case pro- 
cessing are major components o f  
c o u r t  workload, which the  NCSP has 
def ined t o  mean a l l  cour t - r e l a t ed  
matters tha t  consume time and ef- 
f o r t  (hence,  purely admin i s t r a t ive  
and m i n i s t e r i a l  func t ions  a r e  a l s o  
included as workload). Measurement 
of cour t  workload per se is no t  
d i r e c t l y  addressed i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  
but  caseload inventory  data and 
data regarding t h e  number of t r ia l s  
do provide p a r t i a l  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  e x t e n t  of j u d i c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  
The data presented i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  
ref lect  t h e  quan t i ty  of management 
data now a v a i l a b l e  from each 
s ta te 's  r epor t ing  system i n  pub- 
l i s h e d  and unpublished r e p o r t s .  

research, as w e l l  as planning and 
research  by those o u t s i d e  t h e  cour t  
system, r equ i r e  a much wider range 
of data and a n a l y s i s  than opera t ion  
and management dec i s ions .  The in -  
formation necessary f o r  these pur- 
poses o f t e n  inc ludes  not  only an 
aggrega t ion  of data on caseload and 
casef low,  but  a l s o  s p e c i f i c  data 
regard ing  s t a t u s  of  cases ,  as wel l  
as  information on c o u r t  ope ra t ions ,  

I n  response t o  t h e  recognized 

I n t e r n a l  planning and 

j u d i c i a l  budgets,  a c t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  
f i l i n g  a case, and a c t i o n s  a f te r  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of  a case. Of i n t e r e s t  
t o  some ind iv idua l s  wi th in  and out- 
s i d e  t h e  cour t  system are  s t u d i e s  
on a wide range of s u b j e c t s ,  such 
as t h e  effect  and c o s t  of l i t i ga -  
t i o n ,  b a i l  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and uni- 
formity inc luding  recognizance/lO% 
b a i l  programs, t h e  v a l i d i t y  of case 
weighting techniques,  sentence d i s -  
p a r i t y  p a t t e r n s ,  the effects  of 
plea nego t i a t ion  on case loads ,  and 
t h e  impact of l e g i s l a t i o n .  The 
l e v e l  needed t o  answer these ques- 
t i o n s  is ,  however, beyond t h e  capa- 
b i l i t i e s  o f  most s t a t e  o r  even 
l o c a l  cour t  information systems. 
Basic information on casef low is  
adequate f o r  many o the r  planning 
and research i s s u e s  where t h e  l e v e l  
of needed d e t a i l  i s  not  as high. 
These l a t t e r  k inds  of  issues  in-  
c lude ,  f o r  example, case f i l i n g  and 
d i s p o s i t i o n  t rend  a n a l y s i s ,  case- 
load composition a n a l y s i s ,  a n a l y s i s  
of r e v e r s a l  rates,  time lapse anal-  
y s i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  norms and 
guides ,  and fo recas t ing  of caseload 
volumes and f a c i l i t i e s  needs. 

Because few s ta tes  r e p o r t  data 
s u i t a b l e  f o r  a l l  k inds  of planning 
and research purposes,  and because 
most states r e p o r t  only c e r t a i n  
t y p e s  of data,  t h e  NCSP i n i t i a l l y  
chose t o  inc lude  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
series only those  k inds  o f  data 
t h a t  e i ther  were already f a i r l y  
wide ly  a v a i l a b l e  o r  could be made 
a v a i l a b l e  without r e q u i r i n g  undue 
e f f o r t .  Enough s ta tes  r epor t ed  
t rend  data, caseload by ca tegory ,  
number of r e v e r s a l s ,  and time-to- 
d i s p o s i t i o n  data t o  warrant  inc lu-  
s i o n  of these t o p i c s  i n  t h i s  re- 
po r t .  For those  states r e p o r t i n g ,  
some prel iminary a n a l y s i s  can be 
made. For those  s ta tes  no t  sup- 
plying bas i c  data, gaps and "not /  
ava i l ab le"  e n t r i e s  i n  t he  p r o f i l e s  
and summary c h a r t s  draw a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  missing data. A s  t he  gaps 
i n  these k inds  o f  data are f i l l e d ,  
t he  annual r e p o r t  series can be ex- 
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panded to include broader and more 
sophisticated compilations and 
analyses. 

There are many current varia- 
tions, as indicated by footnotes, 
in court data that must be consid- 
ered before the summary tables can 
be used to make comparisons between 
courts o r  'states'. The effect of 
state variations on aggregated 
statistics make indiscriminate com- 
parisons very dangerous. Varia- 
tions that limit the comparability 
of the 1976 data involve: court 
organization, subject matter juris- 
diction, case definition, complete- 
ness, accuracy, and reporting per- 
iods. These variations are dis- 
cussed in broad terms below. More 
specific statements can be found 
in the analysis of the appellate 
court data (pages 18-51), and in 
the analysis of the trial court 
data (pages 52-139). 

Variations in court organization 

In any comparison of court 
statistics among 'states', differ- 
ences in court organization must 
be considered. For example, it 
should be kept in mind that during 
1976: 

--two states (Oklahoma, Texas) 
had two courts of last resort, 
while the remaining 'states' had 
only one court of last resort; 

mediate appellate courts; four of 
these (Alabama, New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Tennessee) had two interme- 
diate appellate courts; 

--the number of appellate 
judges per 'state' (considering 
only full-time judges and not com- 
missioners or temporary judges) 
varied from 3 to 63; 

diction court divisions per 'state' 
ranged from 1 to 261; and 

--the number of different kinds 
of trial courts in a 'state' ranged 
from 1 (in states with a unified 
court system) to 15. There were 

--twenty-five states had inter- 

--the number of general juris- 

four states (Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, 
South Dakota) and the District of 
Columbia with no limited jurisdic- 
tion trial courts. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction 

The subject matter jurisdiction 
of both appellate and trial courts 
also varies widely among the 
'states'. Some 'states' have a 
dual appellate route--one for civil 
cases and one for criminal cases. 
One of the primary determinants of 
the discretionary jurisdiction of 
a court of last resort appears to 
be the presence or absence of an 
intermediate appellate court. 
Courts of last resort in states 
with intermediate appellate courts 
generally have wide discretion in 
determining the matters they will 
hear. Appeals must generally be 
heard as a matter of right by in- 
termediate appellate courts and by 
courts of last resort in 'states' 
without intermediate appellate 
courts (Virginia and West Virginia 
are exceptions) . Caseload compar- 
isons both within and among 
'states' that do not take varia- 
tions in jurisdiction into account 
will not be valid. 

exists in the kinds of cases over 
which trial courts have jurisdic- 
tion. For example, general juris- 
diction courts in 'states' with 
unified trial courts will be han- 
dling all cases from parking viola- 
tions to felonies and from small 
claims to the largest civil 
actions. Another state may have 
general jurisdiction courts with a 
criminal division handling only 
felony matters (after preliminary 
hearing in a limited jurisdiction 
court) and a civil division han- 
dling no civil cases involving less 
than $10,000. Similarly, some 
limited and special jurisdiction 
courts may handle only small claims 
cases while others may try civil 
cases for amounts up to $300,000. 

The same kind of wide variation 
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I n  c r imina l  matters, some l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  accept only 
g u i l t y  pleas f o r  t raff ic  and ord i -  
nance v i o l a t i o n  cases whi le  o t h e r s  
may t r y  s e r i o u s  misdemeanor cases 
o r  fe lony  cases ca r ry ing  a maximum 
sentence  o f  5 years. I n  summary, 
when comparing t r i a l  cour t  s tatis-  
t i c s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  both wi th in  and among 'states'  
must  be examined. 

Variations in definitions 

Problems r e l a t i n g  t o  d e f i n i -  
t i o n s  of  cour t  s t a t i s t i c a l  terms 
abound i n  both appel la te  and t r i a l  
cour t s .  Published source  documents 
g e n e r a l l y  provide few, if any, 
d e f i n i t i o n s  t o  assist i n  comparing 
s t a t i s t i c s  among ' s t a t e s ' .  Much 
of  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  information used 
i n  prepara t ion  of  t h i s  r epor t  came 
from a n c i l l a r y  sources .  

Case d e f i n i t i o n s  are o f t e n  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  es tab l i sh  f o r  a p p e l -  
l a t e  c o u r t s .  For example, some 
' s ta tes '  do not  d i s t i n g u i s h  an  ap- 
pea l  from motions o r  o t h e r  proce- 
d u r a l  matters t h a t  consume minimal 
time. Some 'states '  r e p o r t  t o t a l  
cases processed without  any ind ica-  
t i o n  as t o  what types  of proceed- 
i n g s  c o n s t i t u t e  the  t o t a l .  O the r  
'states' inc lude  i n  t h e i r  caseload 
only appea ls  t h a t  were decided on 
t h e  merits. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c lass i f i -  
c a t i o n  of  t h e  same kind of  proceed- 
ing  v a r i e s  from s ta te  t o  s ta te .  
For example, habeas corpus may be 

l i s t e d  as a sepa ra t e  ca tegory ,  o r  
may be c l a s s i f i e d  under any of 
t h r e e  categories--appeals ,  o r i g i n a l  
proceedings,  o r  motions. To mini- 
mize such c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  problems 
i n  computing n a t i o n a l  caseload 
s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  h a s  def ined 
an "appellate case" t o  inc lude  any 
appeal, any original proceeding, 
or  any request to appeal, and has 
placed each state 's  separable case  
da t a  wi th in  these  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  
The use of t h i s  broad d e f i n i t i o n  
of "case" does no t  completely so lve  
the problem of  comparabi l i ty .  Com- 
par i son  of j u d i c i a l  p roduc t iv i ty  
among appe l l a t e  c o u r t s  r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  each cour t  de f ine  cases  i n  a 
similar manner. Some a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  i nc lude  a l l  o r i g i n a l  pro- 
ceedings while o t h e r s  r e p o r t  no 
o r i g i n a l  proceedings;  t he re fo re ,  
t h e i r  t o t a l  case f i g u r e s  are not  
comparable. 

Trial  c o u r t s  show similar pro- 
blems wi th  case d e f i n i t i o n s .  Fig- 
u r e s  A and B d i s p l a y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
v a r i a t i o n  i n  c i v i l  case d e f i n i t i o n s  
and cr imina l  case u n i t s  of count ,  
r e spec t ive ly .  

Reference t o  F igures  A and B 
shows t h a t  t h e  problem of case  de- 
f i n i t i o n  i n  t r i a l  c o u r t s  is  more 
acu te  on t h e  c r imina l  s i d e .  Forty- 
four  s ta tes  and Puer to  Rico count 
c i v i l  cases i n  a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  
when the  p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint is 
f i l e d .  I n  c r imina l  cases, however, 
t h e  two major u n i t s  o f  count are 
almost evenly divided.  Paper doc- 

F i g u r e  A: C i v i l  case d e f i a t f o n  for State courts not using the f i l i n g  of a 
pe t i t ion  or complaint. 

~ ~~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~~~ ~~~ ~~~ 

Placed Note New Claim No 
S t a t e  on o f  or Consistent 

Calendar Issue Ancillary Proceeding Def in i t ion  
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Superior Court 
Minnesota All  t r i a l  courts 
New Hampshire All t r i a l  courts 
New Jersey Superior Court 

(Law Division and 
Chancery Divis ion)  
and County Court 

New York A l l  t r i a l  courts  
Oklahoma State Industrial  Court 
West Virginia Circuit  Court 
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Figure B: Criminal case unit of count used by trial courts, by state. 

De fendan ts  
De f endan t s  on 

In fo rma t ion ,  on in fo rma t ion ,  
In fo rma t ion  ind ic tmen t  , i n fo rma t ion  ind ic tment , No 

or  o r  or Or Case c o n s i s t e n t  
S t a t e  Court  i nd ic tmen t  complaint  i nd ic tmen t  complaint  Charges number d e f i n i t i o n  

Alabama 
Alaska 

C i r c u i t  Court  
Supe r io r  Court  
A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  

X 
X 

X 
Arizona Supe r io r  Court X 

Arkansas C i r c u i t  Court X 

C a l i f o r n i a  Supe r io r  Court X 

Colorado D i s t r i c t  Court X 

Connect icut  Supe r io r  Court X 

Delaware Supe r io r  Court X 

Dis t r ic t  of Columbia Supe r io r  Court  X 
F l o r i d a  A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Georgia A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Hawaii C i r c u i t  Court X 

Idaho D i s t r i c t  Court X 

I l l i n o i s  C i r c u i t  Court X 
Indiana A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Iowa D i s t r i c t  Court X 
Kansas A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Kentucky C i r c u i t  Court X 

A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Lou i s i ana  District  Court X 

A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Maine A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Marvland C i r c u i t  Court X 

J u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  Peace X 

A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 

A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 

County Court X 

Court of  Common P l e a s  X 

A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 

D i s t r i c t  Court X 

Mag i s t r a t e s  D iv i s ion  X 

D i s t r i c t  Court  X 

A l l  o the r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Massachusetts Supe r io r  Court X 

M i  ch inan  A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Minnesota A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
M i s s i s s i p p i  C i r c u i t  Court  X 
Mis sour i  C i r c u i t  Court and Court of 

Common P l e a s  X 
S t .  Louis  Court of Criminal  

Cor rec t ion  X 
Montana D i s t r i c t  Court  X 
Nebraska D i s t r i c t  Court X 

County Court X 
Municipal Court X 

Nevada D i s t r i c t  Court X 
New Hampshire A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
New J e r s e y  Supe r io r  Court  (Law Div i s ion )  

and County Court X 
A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 

M a g i s t r a t e  Court X 

A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  couc t s  X 

New Mexico D i s t r i c t  Court X 

New York Supreme Court and County Court X 

North Caro l ina  A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
North Dakota D i s t r i c t  Court X 

A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Ohio A l l  t r i a l  cou r t s  X 
Oklahoma Dis t r ic t  Court X 
Oregon A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Pennsylvania Court o f  Common P l e a s  and 

D i s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  Court  X 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  Vunicipal  Court  X 

Pue r to  R ico  A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Rhode I s l a n d  Supe r io r  Court X 

South Caro l ina  A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 

South Dakota C i r c u i t  Court  X 
Tennessee A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Texas District  Court and Criminal  

D i s t r i c t  Court X 
A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 

Utah A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
Vermont Supe r io r  Court X 

D i s t r i c t  Court X 
V i r g i n i a  C i r c u i t  Court X 

D i s t r i c t  Court X 
Washington Supe r io r  Court X 

A l l  o t h e r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  X 
West V i r g i n i a  C i r c u i t  Court X 
Wisconsin C i r c u i t  Court  and County Court X 

Wyoming D i s t r i c t  Court  X 
Municipal  J u s t i c e  Court X 
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uments filed are the count unit for 
all courts in 22 states, while the 
number of defendants is the count 
unit for all courts in 16 states 
and the District of Columbia. 

Trial court case category de- 
finitions also vary from state to 
state. Domestic relations may in- 

'states' while other 'states' re- 
port only divorce cases as domestic 
relations. Also, there is varia- 
tion in the types of criminal cases 
classified by statute as felonies 
or misdemeanors. Certain drug 
offenses may be serious felonies 
in one state, but only misdemeanors 
in another state. Because such 
problems exist for these and all, 
other case categories, the case 
categories used in this report are 
those that seem most appropriate, 
given the data available. 

Variations in completeness and accurac 

* clude all family matters in some 

of data 

Incomplete data and question- 
able accuracy of reported data have 
been a major concern to the staff 
of this project. As the appellate 
court summary tables show, the 
amount and type of data available 
(published and unpublished) had no 
common denominator, and very little 
consensus existed among 'states' 
as to the appellate case categories 
that should be reported. There 
were very few states that consis- 
tently reported the volume of ap- 
pellate court data by case category 
and by filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases. 

more consistent in reporting 1976 
data. During the verification pro- 
cess, all 'states' were requested 
to provide caseload breakdowns for 
civi l ,  criminal, traffic, and juve- 
nile cases in their trial courts. 
One state provided only total fil- 
ings and dispositions and one state 
provided data only for the state's 
two largest counties. The remain- 

Overall, the trial courts were 

ing 48 states, the District of Co- 
lumbia, and Puerto Rico provided at 
least civil and criminal breakdowns 
for total cases processed in gen- 
eral jurisdiction courts for 1976. 
There were seven states that re- 
ported no limited jurisdiction 
data. Of the remaining states and 
Puerto Rico, data were reported for 
118 of the 183 limited jurisdiction 
courts. 

In order to produce the statis- 
tics contained in this report, a 
great deal of effort was expended 
by the National Court Statistics 
Project staff in collecting missing 
data, whether from published or 
ancillary sources, in defining 
terminology, and in identifying 
categories in which cases should 
be placed. In other words, data 
contained in this report cannot be 
replicated solely from available 
published material. Even after 

fort, large gaps remained in the 
data collected. 

Extensive effort was required 
to validate NCSP classification of 
data provided by the 'states' and 
to avoid further distortion of any 
data received. The National Court 
Statistics Project staff made no 
attempt to assess the underlying 
validity or accuracy of the data 
received from the 'states'. For 
example, the published cumulative 
case statistics for appellate 
courts or for trial courts fre- 
quently did not balance with re- 
ported totals within each category. 
Such discrepancies were seldom 
footnoted or explained in published 
state reports. These discrepancies 
are, however, footnoted on the 
court statistical profile in Part 
I1 of this report. 

:Y this extensive data-gathering ef- 

Variations in reporting periods 

As indicated on profile head- 
ings and in Figure C, most 'states' 
report data by calendar year; many 
report by fiscal year, however, and 
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Figure C: Reporting periods for state courts not using the calendar year, 
1976 

R e p o r t i n g  P e r l a d  

S t a t e  7 1  01 115- 810 1175- 9/01/75- 10/01/75- 214176-  
6/30/76 7/31/76 8/31/76 9/30/76 2/2/77 

Alabama Al l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
C a l i f o r n i a  A l l  c o u r t s  

C o n n e c t i c u t  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  ( c r i m i n a l )  S u p e r i o r  Cour t  ( c i v i l )  Supreme Cour t  
Co lo rado  A l l  C O U K t S  

Court  o f  Common P l e a s  Court  of Comon P l e a s  

P r o b a t e  Cour t  

A l l  b u t  Court  o f  Appeals  

( c r i m i n a l )  ( c i v i l )  

De laware  A l l  t r ial  c o u r t s  
Geo r8 ia 
H a w a i i  A l l  c o u r t s  

Maine District Cour t  
Maryland A l l  c o u r t s  
>la a s a c h u s e  t t s A l l  c o u r t s  
Michigan A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  b u t  Re- 

M i s s o u r i  A l l  c o u r t s  
Montana A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  
Nebraska Workmen's Compensat ion 

New Hampshire  P r o b a t e  Court  A l l  b u t  P r o b a t e  Cour t  
N e w  J e r s e y  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  Supreme Cour t  
P u e f t o  R ico  A l l  c o u r t s  
Rhode I s l a n d  Supreme Cour t  
Utah A l l  b u t  Supreme Cour t  and 

Wiscons in  Supreme Cour t  

lllll 1 Kansas A l l  c o u r t s  

c o r d e r ' s  Cour t  of D e t r o i t  

Supreme Cour t  
-.. 

Cour t  

A l l  c o u r t s  

J u v e n i l e  Cour t  

a few report appellate court data 
by court term. Therefore, the time 
spans covered in this report are 
not always directly comparable. 

report cover reporting periods of 
approximately uniform length, the 
starting and ending dates for the 
reporting periods vary both within 
and among states. Figure C dis- 
plays the actual reporting periods 
fo r  all courts not using the calen- 
dar year for the reporting period. 

Although dates included in this 

Limitations on analysis 

The many variations outlined 
above make it imperative that in- 
formation for all courts be care- 
fully examined before comparisons 
are made. 

Some types of analysis are not 
justified given the problems of 
comparability. These include, but 
are not limited to, the following: 

--Comparison of disposition 
rates: Jurisdictions may have 

purging cases that have been dor- 
mant. 

I varying rules or procedures for 

--Comparison of volume data 

across all states (courts): Even 
at the NCSP category level, differ- 
ences exist in cases included, 
e.g., courts may or may not include 
administratively handled probate 
matters with those that are judi- 
cially handled. 

judge across all states (courts): 
The differences in definitions and 
subject matter jurisdiction mean 
that caseload per judge is not a 
"clean" measure of productivity. 

n i l e  cases across all states 
(courts): The statutory age when 
a juvenile becomes an adult varies; 
this variation affects the volume 
of both juvenile filings and adult 
criminal filings. 

--Comparison of caseloads in 
which data are missing: All foot- 
notes on the data are essential and 
should be observed, especially 
those pinpointing missing data or 
case definitions. 

ing cases or proportion of pending 
cases to filed cases across all 
states (courts): The point of 
filing may differ greatly (notice 

--Comparison of caseload per 

--Comparison of volume of juve- 

--Comparison of volume of pend- 
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of appeal or submission in appel- 
late courts; petition filed or  note 
of issue for civil cases) and this 
may affect the pending caseload. 

small claims cases across all 
states (courts): The limits on the 
amounts involved in small claims 
cases varies from state to state. 

totals: Data have been aggregated 
in order to make rough estimates 
of overall national totals in this 
report, but this has been done 
without regard to definitions of 
case categories and units of count. 
National aggregations really have 
little meaning at this time. The 
national estimates contained in 
this report should be viewed only 
as gross, "ball-park" informational 
estimates, and not as representing 
the true volume of cases in state 
courts. 

that should not be performed, the 
data in this report do have signi- 
ficant analysis potential. In ad- 
dition to the central purpose of 
this report--that is, to be a rec- 
ord of the data itself--some com- 
parisons and analyses can be done. 
A few examples are as follows: 

sion in appellate courts: These 
comparisons can be made from Table 
13 for courts at the same level 
that use the same event for the 
start of the time interval. (Com- 
parison of the average time from 
notice of appeal to decision an- 
nounced for all cases in the courts 
of last resort of the District of 
Columbia, Iowa, Kansas, and Minne- 
sota can be made. These 'states' 
do not have an intermediate appel- 
late court. The same comparison 
could be made for both the courts 
of last resort and intermediate 
appellate courts in New Jersey, 
Oregon, and Washington. 

--Comparison of the proportion 
of trials for felony cases: These 
comparisons can be made from Table 

--Comparison of the volume of 

--Inappropriate use of national 

Despite the list of analyses 

--Comparison of time to deci- 

39 for trial courts that have simi- 
lar units of count and trial de- 
finitions and report trial data for 
felonies or felonies and appeals. 
(Comparison of the proportion of 
cases disposed by jury trial in the 
California Superior Court, Ohio 
Court of Common Pleas, Michigan 
Circuit Court, and Florida Circuit 
Court can be made. 

tort actions: These comparisons 
can be made from Tables 21, 22, and 
23 for states reporting tort data 
for all courts handling tort ac- 
tions in that state (that is, those 
that have no footnote "p") and that 
use the same case definition. 
(Comparison of the number of tort 
cases filed per 100,000 population 
can be made from Table 23 for 
Florida, Wisconsin, Washington, 
Puerto Rico, Oklahoma, Hawaii, 
Idaho, and Alaska.) 

--Comparison of the proportion 
of total civil to total criminal 
filings: These comparisons can be 
made from Tables 20 and 31, but it 
is necessary for the courts in com- 
pared states to report complete 
data (no footnote "ill or "p"), and 
to use the same Civil case defini- 
tion and similar criminal case unit 
of count. (Comparisons of the pro- 
portion of total civil to total 
criminal filings can be made for 
Illinois, Massachusetts, Vermont, 
and Alaska, states where the crim- 
inal case unit of count is the num- 
ber of informations, indictments, 
or complaints; and for California, 
Virginia, Washington, Connecticut, 
Hawaii, and Idaho, states where the 
criminal case unit of count is the 
number of defendants.) 

--Comparison within a state of 
the number of filings in the court 
of last resort with the number in 
the intemediate appellate court: 
These comparisons can be made from 
Table 2 for states when both courts 
report complete data (no footnote 

made within all states that have 

--Comparison of the volume of 

l'i" or 11 p II ) . (Comparisons can be 
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an intermediate appellate court 
except New Jersey and New York.) 

' --Comparison of total volume 
of c i v i l  cases in trial courts: 
These comparisons can be made from 
Table 20 for 'states' that use the 
filing of the petition or  complaint 
as the point that the case begins 
(those that have footnote trllt on 
the court title) and that report 
complete filings for all courts 
handling c i v i l  cases (no footnote 
I1 i ¶t or ltp'l). (Comparisons of the 
total volume of civil cases filed 
or the number of civil cases filed 
per population unit can be made for 
California, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
Ohio, Florida, Massachusetts, North 
Carolina, Virginia, Wisconsin, 
Washington, Connecticut, Iowa, 
Colorado, Nebraska, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Vermont, and Alaska. 

ment purposes can be made with data 
in this report. Comparisons of the 
volume of cases per judge, the num- 
ber of trials per judge, the time 
to process criminal cases, or the 
relative increases in case filings 
can be useful for specific courts. 
As previously discussed, careful 
examination must be made of the 
variations in court organization, 
jurisdiction, and definitions. 
Such limited comparisons can, how- 
ever, prove very useful for manage- 
ment purposes. 

Other comparisons for manage- 

Stat is t ica I series con tin u i ng 
deve I opment 
Evolutionary focus of the statistical 
series 

evolving product. It is antici- 
pated that additions and refine- 
ments will be made to successive 
volumes in the series. Between 
1975 and 1976, the amount of data 
contained in the report was greatly 

from all special and limited juris- 
diction courts. 

It is important to the long- 

The annual report series is an 

Ill' increased by the inclusion of data 

, 

term improvement of the statistical 
series that these early volumes in 
the series be circulated widely 
enough to encourage readerher 
ideas and commentary, and that they 
be used as a vehicle for developing 
solutions to problems encountered 
during the statistical series pro- 
duction process. A s  each succes- 
sive volume is published, the NCSP 
can consider the feedback subse- 
quently received from users of the 
documents, thereby further enhanc- 
ing succeeding volumes. During 
this process, an early benefit to 
be derived will be availability to 
future researchers of successive- 
year data compilations, so that 
complete time series information 
is preserved. The current draw- 
backs occasioned by limitations in 
currently available data are great- 
ly outweighed by the importance of 
having data compilation for all 
years in the continuing statistical 
series. 

The type and depth of analysis 
considered by the NCSP to be mean- 
ingful, given the quality and com- 
pleteness of the data, have been 
outlined above. More analysis can 
be performed on the 1976 data than 
on the 1975 data. Still more 
extensive changes will be made to 
the 1977 and succeeding volumes of 
the annual report series to improve 
analytical content. Graphic dis- 
plays, particularly for communicat- 
ing analytical information, will 
be added to the 1977 volume. As 
more is learned about the quality 
of the data, more specific sugges- 
tions will be given for their pro- 
per use, along with warnings to 
help avoid their abuse. Each year 
the text of the report will be re- 
vised, progressively improving the 
"readability" of the report. 

Another type of effort will be 
necessary t o  eliminate those pro- 
blems that stem from the currently 
unknown validity and reliability 
of the data. After data have been 
collected and state court statis- 

, 
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tical profiles constructed by pro- 
ject staff, these charts are veri- 
fied by the states for completeness 
and accuracy of classification, but 
resource limitations preclude any 
auditing procedures, which would be 
necessary for conclusively estab- 
lishing data validity and reliabil- 
ity. 

In order to improve the quality 
of data contained in future volumes 
of the annual report series, the 
NCSP staff and COSCA NCSP Committee 
intend to consider the feasibility 
of establishing a project capabil- 
ity to conduct audits of selected 
clusters of data from particular 
courts, selected either because the 
data they report are atypical or 
to randomly represent all courts. 
It is anticipated that the combi- 
nation of these "miniaudits" and 
technical assistance (the latter 
by NCSP and State Judicial Infor- 
mation Systems (SJIS) project staff 
to states requesting an assessment 
of and assistance in improving 
their statistical report systems) 
will systematically improve over 
time the validity and reliability 
of the data contained in the annual 
report series. 

Because validity and readibi- 
lity of the data has not yet been 
established, the NCSP staff has 
performed only limited statistical 
analysis for the Annual Report, 
1976. In future volumes of this 
series, as the quality and quantity 
of data improve, the analysis sec- 
tion of the document will be ex- 
panded to include the investigation 
of selected questions of interest 
to researchers and court adminis- 
trators. Analysis within this con- 
text might, for example, include: 
examination of problems relating 
to time guidelines for case pro- 
cessing; the differences, in terms 
of outcome or delay, resulting from 
adopting various strategies for 
processing cases; identification 
of methods to improve the alloca- 
tion of resources within courts; 

and other topics focused toward 
improving the quality of justice 
available in our legal system. 

As states gradually increase 
the quantity and quality of data 
available to the NCSP, the problems 
presently caused by the incomplete 
nature of the data will decrease. 
Progressive improvements should be 
apparent to the reader of succes- 
sive volumes in the series. 

Future analysis will not only 
describe court systems as they ex- 
ist at the present time, but also 
will predict where they are going. 
The purpose will be to identify 
existing or developing problems and 
suggest solutions. Research pro- 
posed by the NCSP is not antici- 
pated to be exhaustive, but will 
concentrate on those questions con- 
sidered to be of greatest interest 
and importance to the courts and 
research community. 

Dynamics of improvement 

Ideas and suggestions for im- 
provement of this state court case- 
load statistical series have come 
from many sources, and have pro- 
vided the creative stimulus needed 
to constructively assess current 
NCSP efforts and map future direc- 
tions. 

In this regard, particular 
recognition and appreciation are 
extended to the members of COSCA, 
who are the crucial element in the 
successful production and improve- 
ment of state court statistics. 
Special recognition and apprecia- 
tion are also extended in the meth- 
odological review panel assembled 
by LEAA to review NCSP products and 
generate specific ideas and sugges- 
tions for improvement. Panel mem- 
bers have been most helpful to the 
process of identifying and discus- 
sing issues and alternatives for 
future NCSP efforts, and in asses- 
sing, prioritizing, and time- 
phasing NCSP plans for improve- 
ments. 
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Continuation of evolutionary 
improvement in this statistical 
series rests, ultimately, upon the 
ability of the NCSP to maintain a 
productive dialogue and flow of 
ideas among the producer-compilers 
of the annual report, its data 
sources, and its end users. There 
already has been much dialogue, 
flow of ideas, and movement toward 
improved state court statistics, 
but much remains to be done. 

by the NCSP to promote and aid im- 
provement of the state court case- 
load statistical series include the 
changes already effected between 
the 1975 and 1976 annual reports, 
and the changes being contemplated 
for the 1977 and succeeding annual 
reports. Closely related, the NCSP 
is in the last stages of develop- 
ment of a State Court Model Annual 
Report and State Court Model Sta- 
tistical Dictionary, and is nearly 
ready to conduct a Survey of State 
Court Organization. Improvement 
within the states is being encour- 
aged by the NCSP through proactive 
technical assistance emphasizing 
the case classification model sug- 
gested by the NCSP and by close 
coordination of these efforts with 
state and national programs aimed 
at improving state judicial infor- 
mation and statistical reporting 
systems. 

potential impact for improving the 
national statistical series on 
caseloads (i.e., the annual re- 
port), the Model Annual Report and 
Model Statistical Dictionary need 
to be briefly described. 

state of the art and the 1975 
annual report, a staggering classi- 
fication problem resulted from the 
multitude of terms being used by 
the states to report their case- 
loads. The need for both a model 
annual report and a model statis- 
tical dictionary of terms for court 
usage became obvious. In response, 

Significant steps being taken 

Because of their importance and 

During compilation of the NCSP 

an effort was launched during the 
1976 annual report production cycle 
to develop these "ground-level" 
documents. They are to be used as 
tools to assist the states in im- 
proving their statistics. Such 
improvement should eventually be 
reflected in future annual reports. 

The State Court Model Annual 
Report is a flexible working out- 
line of critically needed, basic 
management data that should, as a 
minimum, be included in state court 
annual reports. The model identi- 
fies the kinds of data and the 
types of display needed for case- 
load and other management. The 
State Court Model Statistical Dic- 
tionary is a companion document 
which provides commonality of term- 
inology, definition, and usage for 
reporting civil, criminal, traffic, 
juvenile, and appellate caseload 
inventory as presented in the model 
annual report. The classification 
structure and definitions serve as 
models of preferred terminology and 
meanings for statewide and national 
comparison purposes. The structure 
in the first edition of the dic- 
tionary covers those data elements 
essential for classifying court 
caseload inventory and manner of 
disposition. 

Both of these documents must 
be viewed as a logical first step 
in promoting comparable court sta- 
tistics. They were not available 
to states in time to affect their 
reporting systems or the national- 
level 1976 annual report, and will 
not affect state production of data 
for the 1977 through 1979 annual 
reports (because states have al- 
ready completed the collection of 
data for these years). Even so,  
some effects will be noticeable in 
each national-level annual report, 
starting with this one. As state 
data allow, more of the recommended 
classification structure w i l l  be 
integrated into the annual report 
series (this 1976 edition has begun 
the process by revising several of 
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the case categories used in the 
1975 report). 

Future versions of the model 
annual report and model statistical 
dictionary will consider develop- 
ment of finer levels of detail, 
expansion of the classification 
structure, and addition of other 
significant information. Topics 
for such future exploration in- 
clude, for example, further sub- 
division of criminal case categor- 
ies, as well as the development of 
descriptive statistics and a scheme 
for reporting important case events 
in case processing. All such ex- 
plorations must, of course, reflect 
the practicality of implementation 
and the trade-off considerations 
between perceived needs for data 
and the cost of acquiring such 
data. 

The interrelationships among 
the annual report, model annual re- 
port, model statistical dictionary, 
survey of court organization, and 
project technical assistance are 
of sufficient importance that their 
ties and interdependence must be 
stressed. The relationship between 
the information requirements iden- 
tified in the State Court Model 
Annual Report and the statistical 
terms defined in the State Court 
Model Statistical Dictionary is so 
direct that adoption of the model 
annual report necessitates adoption 
of the model statistical diction- 
ary. The information requirements 
and analyses desired for future 
volumes of the national statistical 
series, in turn, mirror the infor- 
mation requirements of the model 
annual report. 

thus becomes a mechanism for ex- 
panding the information ultimately 
available for the annual report 
statistical series. 

Survey statistical series is also 
related to the annual report in 
that it contains the types of or- 
ganizational information most often 

This circular interdependence 

The State Court Oraanization 

sought by court administrators and 
researchers. As a result, the in- 
formation requirements of the 
annual report need to consider the 
information requirements of the 
survey 

effort also is interwoven with the 
annual report national statistical 
series. This is accomplished by 
helping states adopt the sugges- 
tions in the model annual report 
and model statistical dictionary 
and by proactive identification of 
particular state systems that could 
benefit from technical assistance 
directed at helping resolve exist- 
ing methodological problems of 
classification structure, terminol- 
ogy, definition, local data re- 
porting procedures, and data hand- 
ling/ transformation procedures. 
To the extent that such technical 
assistance suggestions are adopted, 
individual states directly benefit 
and the annual report national 
statistical series indirectly 
benefits. Without such extensive 
interrelationship as have been de- 
scribed, and without complete coor- 
dination and cooperation with COSCA, 
the resulting NCSP products will be 
severely limited in usefulness. 

meaningful statistics takes time. 
Concurrent with expanding and re- 
fining the annual report national 
statistical series, the NCSP effort 
must encourage movement toward 
quality and precision in state 
court statistics. The necessarily 
longterm nature of this evolution- 
ary process will contribute greatly 
to year-to-year improvements and 
enhancements of the statistical 
series. Given the complexity of 
the problems being faced, building 
toward comparability, quality as- 
surance, and appropriate detail is 
a necessary iRcrementa1 process. 
It is in this light that the NCSP 
presents the data and analysis con- 
tained in the Annual Report, 1976. 

The NCSP technical assistance 

The process of building toward 
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Part I 
1976 State court caseload 
summary statistics 

Introduction 

The sumnary t a b l e s  i n  P a r t  I 
d i sp lay  t h e  1976 c a s e f l m  o f  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and t r i a l  c o u r t s  f o r  
t h e  50 s ta tes ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. This  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  w i l l  exp la in  t h e  
gene ra l  measures o f  a n a l y s i s  used i n  
t h e s e  t a b l e s .  The sumnary t a b l e s  
f o r  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  with comuen- 
t a r y ,  w i l l  fo l law,  and t h e  sumnary 
t a b l e s  w i l l  then be shown f o r  t r i a l  
c o u r t s .  

Measures of analysis used on summary 
tables 

Severa l  dev ices  are used i n  t h e  
sumnary t a b l e s  f o r  analyzing t h e  
c a s e f l m  da ta .  The measures select- 
ed f o r  use i n  t h e  t a b l e s  vary ac- 
cording t o  t h e  d a t a  being analyzed. 
A b r i e f  exp lana t ion  of each measure 
and i t s  use i n  desc r ib ing  t h e  
c o u r t ' s  caseflow w i l l  be given. 

Disposed as a percent  of f i l e d .  
This measure r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  pe rcen t  
o f  t h e  number o f  f i l e d  cases t h a t  
t h e  c o u r t  w a s  a b l e  t o  dispose.  The 
pe rcen t  i s  computed by d i v i d i n g  the 
number o f  cases disposed by t h e  num- 
b e r - o f  c a s e s  f i l e d  and then mul t i -  
plying by 100. A percent  over 100 
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  cour t  d i s -  
posed more cases  than were f i l e d ,  
t hus  reducing pending case load. A 
percent  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less than 100 
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  c o u r t  is no t  

keeping up with t h e  volume o f  cases 
being f i l e d .  
computed i f  t he  number of cases 
f i l e d  w a s  l e s s  than 10 o r  if t h e  
q u a n t i t y  o f  missing d a t a  made it 
inappropr i a t e .  

This  measure was no t  

End pending as a pe rcen t  of 
f i l e d .  This  f i g u r e  g ives  the  per- 
cen t  o f  t h e  number of f i l e d  cases  
t h a t  were pending a t  t h e  end of t h e  
year.  This measure is computed by 
d i v i d i n g  t h e  number of  cases pending 
a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  year  by the  number 
o f  cases  f i l e d  and then mul t ip ly ing  
by 100. A va lue  of 100 pe rcen t  
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  number o f  
cases pending a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  year  
was equal  t o  t h e  number o f  c a s e s  
f i l e d  during t h e  year .  
h ighe r  than 100 pe rcen t  would in- 
d i c a t e  a pending caseload l a r g e r  
than cases  f i l e d ,  wh i l e  a va lue  
lower than 100 percent  would in- 
d i c a t e  a pending caseload smaller 
than t h e  number o f  c a s e s  f i l e d .  The 
smaller t h e  pe rcen t ,  t h e  b e t t e r  a 
cour t  has handled i t s  caseload.  
This pe rcen t  was no t  computed i f  t h e  
number o f  cases  f i l e d  w a s  less than 
10 o r  if t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  missing 
da ta  made it inappropr i a t e .  

A v a l u e  

Number change i n  pending case- 
load. This number g ives  t h e  n e t  in-  
c r ease  or decrease i n  pending case- 
load f o r  t he  c o u r t  yea r  by sub- 
t r a c t i n g  the number o f  cases pending 
a t  t he  beginning of the year from 
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t h e  number of c a s e s  pending a t  t h e  
end of t h e  year .  
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  c a s e s  t o  
the  pending caseload while a nega- 
t i v e  number i n d i c a t e s  a r educ t ion  i n  
t h e  pending caseload.  Thus, a l a r g e  
negat ive change i n  pending i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t he  c o u r t  i s  keeping the  case- 
flow c u r r e n t ,  and even making headway 
i n  reducing t h e  pending caseload.  A 
l a r g e  p o s i t i v e  change i n  pending 
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  cour t  has  
not  k e p t  pace with i t s  f i l i n g s .  

A p o s i t i v e  number 

Percent  change i n  pending case- 
load. This  percentage i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
change i n  pending cases r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  number o f  cases pending a t  t he  
beginning o f  t h e  yea r ,  and is ob- 
t a ined  by d i v i d i n g  t h e  number change 
i n  pending caseload by t h e  number of 
cases  pending a t  t h e  beginning of 
t h e  yea r  and then mul t ip ly ing  by 
100. A high nega t ive  percent  in-  
d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  reduced i t s  
pending caseload s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  I 

while a high p o s i t i v e  percent  in-  
d5cates t h a t  t h e  pending caseload 
increased s ' ignificantly.  This meas- 
u re  was n o t  computed i f  the number 
o f  beginning pending cases  was less 
than 10. 

F i l e d  per  u n i t  of population. 
The u n i t  of state population used on 
a l l  c o u r t  c a s e f l m  c h a r t s  is 
100,000. This  measure compensates 
f o r  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  s ta te  populat ion 
and g ives  a more r e a l i s t i c  b a s i s  f o r  
comparison o f  caseloads among 
' s ta tes '  o f  v a r i o u s  s i z e s .  I f  a l l  
o t h e r  f a c t o r s  ( cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
case d e f i n i t i o n ,  e t c . )  are s imilar ,  
t h e  f i l e d  p e r  u n i t  o f  populat ion 
s t a t i s t i c  w i l l  permit d i r e c t  com- 
pa r i sons  among s ta tes  o f  t he  number 
of f i l e d  cases. For c iv i l  cases  i n  
t r i a l  c o u r t s ,  t h i s  measure w i l l  in-  
d i c a t e ,  among o t h e r  t h ings ,  t h e  pro- 
p e n s i t y  t o  l i t i g a t e  among t h e  
c i t i z e n s  i n  a given s ta te .  

Disposed and end pending per  
u n i t  of population. These measures 

are displayed i n  a p p e l l a t e  cour t  
t a b l e s ,  with 100,000 as t h e  u n i t  of 
populat ion.  I f  a l l  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  
( cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  , d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  case d e f i n i t i o n ,  e t c . )  
are s imi l a r ,  t h e  disposed and end 
pending pe r  100,000 populat ion sta- 
t i s t ics  permit d i r e c t  comparisons 
among ' s ta tes '  o f  t h e  number of d i s -  
posed and end pending cases .  

F i l e d  and disposed pe r  judge. 
These measures are displayed i n  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t  t a b l e s .  I f  a l l  o t h e r  
f a c t o r s  ( c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  d i s -  
c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  case d e f i -  
n i t i o n ,  panels  i n  t h e  c o u r t ,  e t c . )  
are s i m i l a r ,  t hese  measures w i l l  
permit comparison of caseload pe r  
judge. 

making any comparisons among s ta tes  
must b e  repeated.  This  warning 
ho lds  t r u e  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  compari- 
sons made with the  use of any of t he  
above measures. 

The n e c e s s i t y  f o r  cau t ion  when 

Appellate court summary statistics 

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t a b l e s  are pre- 
sented t o  show t h e  caseflow of ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  1976. Appel la te  
c o u r t s  are subdivided i n t o  c o u r t s  of 
last  r e s o r t  ( t h e  f i n a l  c o u r t  of ap- 
p e a l  w i th in  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e )  and 
intermediate  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
( c o u r t s  whose primary work is t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of i n i t i a l  appeals  re- 
ceived from t r i a l  c o u r t s  of g e n e r a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agen- 
c i e s ,  and whose dec i s ions  are usu- 
a l l y  s u b j e c t  t o  appeal  o r  review by 
a cour t  of l as t  r e s o r t  w i t h i n  a 
given s t a t e ) .  For purposes of d a t a  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  some t a b l e s  , t h e  
c o u r t s  of l as t  r e s o r t  have been 
divided f u r t h e r  i n t o  c o u r t s  of l a s t  
r e soy t  i n  s ta tes  with intermediate  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and c o u r t s  of l as t  
r e s o r t  i n  ' s ta tes '  without  i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  A l l  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  r epor t ed  a t  least  
some caseflow da ta .  
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Data presented i n  t h e  fol lowing 
t a b l e s  were compiled from a l l  da ta  
t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e ,  both i n  annual 
r e p o r t s  and i n  unpublished da ta  pro- 
vided by i n d i v i d u a l  a p p e l l a t e  cour t  
c l e r k s  and s t a t e  cour t  adminis t ra -  
t o r s .  Therefore ,  these  d a t a  cannot 
be found i n  publ ished annual  r e p o r t s  
a lone.  The sources  of  d a t a  from 
each c o u r t  a r e  shown i n  t h e  ind i -  
v i d u a l  cour t  p r o f i l e s  i n  P a r t  I1 and 
i n  Appendix A. 

b i l i t y  from ' s t a t e '  t o  ' s t a t e '  of  
t h i s  a p p e l l a t e  cour t  caseflow da ta .  
These a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  c o u r t  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n ,  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  case c l a s s i -  
f i c a t i o n ,  and v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  way 
cases  a r e  counted. 

Major v a r i a t i o n  from ' s t a t e '  t o  
' s t a t e  ' i n  cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  among 
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  r e s u l t s  from t h e  
kind and amount of  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  over  i n i t i a l  appea ls  
gran ted  t o  c o u r t s  of  l a s t  r e s o r t  and 
t o  in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  
' S t a t e s '  having both l e v e l s  of  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  g e n e r a l l y  d i r e c t  t h e  
more d i f f i c u l t  appeals  t o  t h e  c o u r t  
of last r e s o r t ,  bu t  t hese  a r e  not  
n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  same types of  cases  
i n  every ' s t a t e ' .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t r i a l  
c o u r t s  of  gene ra l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  
some ' s t a t e s '  have i n c i d e n t a l  appel-  
l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  These c o u r t s  may 
r ece ive  a l a rge  p o r t i o n  of t h e  i n i -  
t i a l  appea l s ,  whi le  o t h e r  ' s t a t e s '  
t h a t  do no t  a s s i g n  a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  t o  genera 1 j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t s  w i l l  have a l l  of  t h e i r  
appeals  heard i n  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s .  In these  ' s t a t e s '  t h e  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  w i l l  have a much 
h igher  f i l i n g  r a t e ,  b u t  no t  neces- 
s a r i l y  more workload than i n  those 
's tates '  where appeals  a r e  heard i n  
g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  mean t h a t  t h e  types of  
a p p e l l a t e  cases  w i l l  vary from 
' s t a t e '  t o  ' s t a t e '  and t h a t  t h e  
types o f  i s s u e s  presented  w i l l  a l s o  
vary  i n  complexity.  For example, 
c r i m i n a l  appea ls  may r equ i r e  less 

Three f a c t o r s  prevent  compara- 

These d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a p p e l l a t e  

judge t i m e  than c i v i l  appea ls ,  but  
t he  propor t ion  o f  c r imina l  appeals  
heard i n  any l e v e l  of  cour t  is  not  
t h e  same i n  a l l  ' s t a t e s ' .  Another 
example is found i n  t h e  number of 
o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases .  The 
number of  and t i m e  consumed by these  
cases  is  a f f e c t e d  by s e v e r a l  v a r i -  
a b l e s ,  i nc lud ing  whether o r  no t  
state s t a t u t e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  col-  
l a t e r a l  a t t a c k s  on c r imina l  convic- 
t i o n s  be f i l e d  o r i g i n a l l y  i n  the  
t r i a l  c o u r t  o r  i n  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  
cour t  . 
c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  is  i n  t h e  amount 
of d i s c r e t i o n  i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  grant-  
ed t o  t h e  c o u r t .  The amount of time 
needed t o  dec ide  whether o r  no t  t o  
hea r  a d i s c r e t i o n a r y  appea l  i s  usu- 
a l l y  much l e s s  than t h e  t i m e  re -  
qu i red  to  hea r  a mandatory appeal  
case.  The o rd ina ry  appea l  of r i g h t ,  
however, is  g e n e r a l l y  l e s s  complex 
t o  dec ide  than an appea l  allowed 
a f t e r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  These v a r i a t i o n s  i n  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  make case load  compari- 
sons among a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  extreme- 
l y  d i f f i c u l t .  

The second major v a r i a t i o n  i n  
a p p e l l a t e  cour t  d a t a  a r i s e s  i n  t h e  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of cases .  The types 
of  a c t i o n s  included a s  f i l i n g s  may 
involve t i m e  spans t h a t  vary  from a 
few minutes t o  s e v e r a l  months of 
judge time. O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
cases  and r eques t s  f o r  leave t o  
appea l  g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e  l e s s  judge 
t i m e  than appea l s ,  whi le  appea ls  of 
r i g h t  a r e  l e s s  complex and l e s s  time 
consuming than appea ls  allowed 
through d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
Many o f  t h e  problems i n  comparabi l i -  
t y  r e s u l t  from t h e  va r ious  ways i n  
which c o u r t s  c l a s s i f y  these  d i f f e r -  
e n t  types of cases .  Some c o u r t s  re-  
p o r t  only t o t a l  f i l i n g s  wi th  no in-  
d i c a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  types of cases  
included.  Other c o u r t s  r e p o r t  only 
what they have des igna ted  a s  ap- 
pea l s .  S t i l l  o t h e r  c o u r t s  c l a s s i f y  
a l l  types  of cases  by case  ca t e -  
gory. Often d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  not 

Another v a r i a t i o n  i n  a p p e l l a t e  

19 



given f o r  t h e  case c a t e g o r i e s .  The 
t y p e s  of cases c lass i f ied  as appea l s  
are a d i f f i c u l t  problem. Requests 

f o r  delayed appea l ,  and p e t i t i o n s  t o  
s t a y  t h e  lower c o u r t  r u l i n g  pending 
appeal  g e n e r a l l y  would not  be con- 
sidered appea l s ,  bu t  are counted as 

caseload w i l l  be i n f l a t e d  i n  these  
' s ta tes ' .  Comparison o f  a p p e l l a t e  
caseflow i s  d i f f i c u l t  because o f  
t h e s e  kinds o f  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  the  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  the c a s e s  being 
counted. 

I 

1 1  f o r  b a i l  pending appea l ,  r eques t s  
I1 

I1 

Ill such i n  some c o u r t s .  The appeals  

1' 
~~~ 

I1 

The f i n a l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  a p p e l l a t e  
Ill c o u r t  case data r e s u l t s  from d i f f e r -  
Ill ences i n  when cases are counted and 

how they  are counted. Some c o u r t s  
count cases a s  soon as t h e  n o t i c e  of  
appeal i s  f i l e d  while o t h e r s  count 
them a t  a l a t e r  even t ,  such as t h e  
f i l i n g  o f  t he  record o r  t h e  f i l i n g  
o f  t h e  a p p e l l a n t ' s  b r i e f .  The l a t -  
ter  method w i l l  exclude those cases 
t h a t  are withdrawn before  the 
count ing p o i n t .  Courts may i n f l a t e  
o r  d e f l a t e  t h e i r  caseflow by t h e  way 
they count appea l s  o f  c r imina l  con- 
v i c t i o n s  f o r  two o r  more defendants ,  
by whether c r o s s  appeals  are  counted 
as s e p a r a t e  cases, and by t h e  way 
they  count appea l s  granted through 
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Courts 
with d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  some- 
times r e p o r t  t h e  t o t a l  number of 
cases f i l e d  without d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
between mandatory and d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cases; o r  they separate 
rmxiatory and d i s c r e t i o n a r y  cases 
f i l e d  bu t  do n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  number 
o f  r e q u e s t s  for  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review 
g ran ted  ; or  t9ey provide s e p a r a t e  
data for mandatory cases, discre- 
t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  granted,  and 
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  denied;  
o r  they combine mandatory j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  cases and cases accepted f o r  
review, b u t  r e p o r t  s e p a r a t e l y  t h e  
t o t a l  number o f  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  review 
f i l e d .  This  l a t t e r  r e s u l t s  i n  
double count ing o f  granted p e t i t i o n s  
f o r  review. 

I n  t r y i n g  t o  d e a l  with these  

I1 

I 

many v a r i a t i o n s  i n  case data ,  t h e  
National Court S ta t i s t ics  Project 
has presented as much information as 
p o s s i b l e  about t h e  caseflow. The 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  each c o u r t  i s  ou t -  
l i n e d  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  c o u r t  system 
chart  f o r  each ' s t a t e '  l o c a t e d  i n  
P a r t  I1 of t h i s  r e p o r t .  Also pre-  
s en ted  i n  each c o u r t  s t a t i s t i c a l  
p r o f i l e  i n  Part I1 is  any a v a i l a b l e  
information about case ca t egory  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o r  how and when 
cases are counted. Because t h e  
deciding o f  a p p e a l s  is  the  primary 
func t ion  of t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  
data  on appea l s  should be  sepa ra t ed  
from data on procedural  matters. 
Unfortunately,  data on appea l s  were 
not r epor t ed  by s ta tes  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  
d e t a i l  t o  s e p a r a t e  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  
case loads  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s .  In  t h e  
de t a i l ed  caseflow tables  (Tables  3 
and 4 )  appeals have been d i s -  
tinguished from orig inal  proceedings 
and requests to appeal f o r  courts of 
last  r e s o r t  and f o r  i n t e rmed ia t e  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  whenever such data 
were a v a i l a b l e .  Even so ,  t h e  s ig-  
n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  d e f i n i -  
t i o n  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of cases i n  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  have l e d  t h e  
National Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  
s t a f f  t o  d e f i n e  a p p e l l a t e  caseload 
t o  include as  'cases '  any appeal, 
any or ig inal  proceeding, or any re- 
quest to appeal. 

The a p p e l l a t e  t a b l e s  t h a t  fol low 
(Numbers 1 through 15) are sequenced 
from t h e  p re sen ta t ion  of  g e n e r a l  
data t o  more specif ic  a n a l y t i c a l  
tables .  The tables p resen t  g e n e r a l  
caseflow, va r ious  ana lyses  o f  case- 
flow, c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  breakdowns, 
and t ime-to-disposi t ion of  appea l s .  
The l a s t  two tables  (Numbers 1 4  and 
15) p re sen t  10-year t r e n d s  i n  
f i l i n g s  f o r  those ' s ta tes '  r e p o r t i n g  
t o t a l  case d a t a  f o r  5 o r  more y e a r s ,  
as well a s  t h e  number and percent  
change i n  f i l i n g s  f o r  these c o u r t s .  

Only n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s ,  which 
appear as 'Est imated n a t i o n a l  
t o t a l s '  i n  Table 1, have been e s t i -  
mated. A l l  o t h e r  d a t a  i n  t h e  f o l -  
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lowing a p p e l l a t e  tables are  as re- 
ported and v e r i f i e d  by s ta te  c o u r t  
personnel.  

General appellate court caseflow 
(Tables 1-4) 

Tables 1 through 4 con ta in  1976 
caseflow d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  appel- 
l a t e  c o u r t s .  Table 1 a l s o  inc ludes  
estimated nationwide caseflow. 

Reported and estimated n a t i o n a l  
caseflow f o r  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table 
- 1). T h i s  summary tab le  d i s p l a y s  
both r epor t ed  and estimated 1976 
f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and pending 
cases f o r  c o u r t s  o f  las t  r e s o r t ,  
i n t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  and 
t h e  two l e v e l s  combined ( a l l  appel-  
l a t e  c o u r t s ) .  These caseflow 
f i g u r e s  are  der ived from t h e  re- 
ported t o t a l s  i n  Table 2. 

Estimated n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  i n  
Table 1 are  based on e i g h t  predic-  
t i v e  equa t ions :  one each f o r  t h e  
number o f  beginning pending, f i l e d ,  
disposed,  and end pending cases i n  
t h e  c o u r t s  o f  las t  r e s o r t  and i n  t h e  
in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  

Seve ra l  v a r i a b l e s  were examined 
f o r  use i n  t h e  p r e d i c t i v e  equa- 
t i o n s .  Among these were the  number 
o f  judges,  t h e  number o f  c o u r t s  o f  
l a s t  r e s o r t ,  t h e  number of i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  and cer- 
t a i n  populat ion and economic v a r i a -  
b l e s .  The populat ion v a r i a b l e s  were 
used because populat ion has long 
been considered a good p r e d i c t o r  o f  
caseload.  C o r r e l a t i o n s  between pop- 
u l a t i o n  v a r i a b l e s  and a p p e l l a t e  
caseload proved t o  be q u i t e  good. 

are  displayed as 95 pe rcen t  conf i -  
dence i n t e r v a l s  f o r  t h e  c o u r t s  of  
l a s t  r e s o r t  and in t e rmed ia t e  appel- 
l a t e  cour t s .  The confidence i n t e r -  
v a l s  f o r  a l l  appe l l a t e  c o u r t s  are the  
sums o f  t h e  i n t e r v a l s  f o r  t h e  c o u r t s  
o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  and in t e rmed ia t e  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  A 95 pe rcen t  con- 
f idence  i n t e r v a l  means t h a t  fo r  95 
o u t  o f  100 samples o f  d a t a ,  t h e  con- 

The n a t i o n a l  caseflow estimates 

f idence  i n t e r v a l  would be  expected 
t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  t r u e  value.  A more 
complete t e c h n i c a l  d i scuss ion  o f  t h e  
procedure used f o r  e s t ima t ion  can be 
found i n  Appendix B. 

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  e s t i m a t i n g  na- 
t i o n a l  casef low,  Table 1 i n t r o d u c e s  
two comparab i l i t y  measures t h a t  are 
used i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  F i r s t ,  t h e  
average number o f  beginning pending, 
f i l e d ,  disposed,  and end pending 
cases per  judge are presented f o r  
c o u r t s  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  and i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  s e p a r a t e l y  
and f o r  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  t o -  
gether. Averages i n  Table 1 were 
de r ived  by d i v i d i n g  t h e  midpoint of 
t h e  confidence i n t e r v a l s  f o r  cases 
f i l e d ,  disposed,  o r  pending by t h e  
number of f u l l - t i m e  judges assigned 
t o  c o u r t s  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t ,  t o  i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  and t o  a l l  
a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  Caseload pe r  
judge provides  a measure a g a i n s t  
which s ta tes  and i n d i v i d u a l  c o u r t s  
can compare t h e i r  own case loads  w i t h  
s t a t e s  and i n d i v i d u a l  c o u r t s  t h a t  
have a d i f f e r e n t  number o f  judges. 

and pending cases pe r  100,000 u n i t  
o f  s t a t e  populat ion are presented 
f o r  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  f o r  c o u r t s  
o f  l a s t  r e s o r t ,  and f o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  Averages i n  Table 
1 were cons t ruc t ed  by d i v i d i n g  t h e  
i n t e r v a l  midpoints  f o r  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  and f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  o f  las t  re- 
s o r t  by t h e  t o t a l  r e v i s e d  estimated 
1976 U.S. populat ion p l u s  Puerto 
Rico (217,882,000) d iv ided  by 
100,000. Averages pe r  u n i t  of pop- 
u l a t i o n  f o r  i n t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  were cons t ruc t ed  by d i v i d i n g  
t h e  i n t e r v a l  midpoint f o r  f i l e d ,  d i s -  
posed, and pending cases f o r  i n t e r -  
mediate appel la te  c o u r t s  by t h e  t o t a l  
e s t ima ted  1976 populat ion f o r  t h e  25 
s ta tes  t h a t  had i n t e r m e d i a t e  appel-  
l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  1976 (171,027,000) 
divided by 100,000. Average per-  
unit-of populat ion f i g u r e s  provide a 
measure f o r  the  comparison among 
' s ta tes '  o f  appel la te  c o u r t  caseload 
and caseflow while  e q u a l i z i n g  va r i a -  

Second, average f i l e d ,  disposed,  
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t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  from d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
state popula t ions .  

A comparison of t h e  es t imated  
t o t a l s  f o r  1975 and 1976 (with t h e  
da ta  f o r  Pue r to  Rico removed from 
t h e  1976 e s t i m a t e s )  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h e r e  was almost an 8 percent  in- 
c r ease  i n  t h e  number of es t imated  
t o t a l  a p p e l l a t e  cour t  f i l i n g s .  The 
es t imated  number of cases  per judge 
and p e r  100,000 popula t ion  have a l s o  
increased  from 1975 t o  1976: The 
number of es t imated  f i l i n g s  per  
judge inc reased  from 151.8 t o  159.6 
i n  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s  t oge the r ,  
from 134.3 t o  147.6 i n  cour t s  of  
las t  r e s o r t ,  and from 165.3 t o  168.6 
i n  i n t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  
The number of es t imated  f i l i n g s  per  
100,000 popula t ion  increased  from 
55.6 t o  59.3 i n  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s  
t oge the r ,  21.4 t o  23.4 i n  cour t s  of  
last r e s o r t ,  and 43.9 t o  45.6 i n  in-  
te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  Simi- 
lar  i n c r e a s e s  were ev ident  i n  t h e  
pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s .  

Reported appellate cour t  case- 
flow (Table 2). This  t a b l e  p re sen t s  
t h e  a c t u a l  repor ted  caseflow da ta  
from each ' s t a t e '  f o r  c o u r t s  of las t  
r e s o r t ,  i n t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s ,  and a l l  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  g iv ing  an overview of 
case flow a c t i v i t y  i n  each a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t ,  Table  2 shows the  number of 
c o u r t s  of last r e s o r t  and the  number 
of i n t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s  i n  
each 's tate '  as w e l l  a s  the  number 
of judges ass igned  to  these  cour t s  
during 1976. The es t imated  1976 
popula t ion  i n  each ' s t a t e '  is shown 
i n  the  l a s t  column. 

"Reported to ta l s ' '  a t  t he  bottom 
of Table  2 are t h e  t o t a l s  of pub- 
l i s h e d  and unpublished da ta  rece ived  
from t h e  'states' .  "Number of s t a t e s  
repor t ing"  i n d i c a t e s  how many 
' s t a t e s '  provided information i n  

pending, f i l e d ,  d i sposed ,  and end 
pending. ' S t a t e s '  were included i n  

, each case flow phase--beginning 

the  nationwide t o t a l s  only i f  d a t a  
were repor ted  f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  "Percent of populat ion rep- 
resented" is  the  percent  of t h e  
t o t a l  U.S.  popula t ion  (p lus  Puer to  
Rico) represented  by t h e  number of 
' s t a t e s '  t h a t  repor ted  d a t a  i n  t h e  
caseflow phase f o r  c o u r t s  of last  
r e s o r t ,  and the  percent  of t h e  t o t a l  
populat ion of t he  25 s t a t e s  with 
in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  rep- 
resented  by t h e  number of states re-  
p o r t i n g  d a t a  f o r  in te rmedia te  appel- 
l a t e  c o u r t s .  

The t o t a l  a p p e l l a t e  cour t  case- 
flow f i g u r e s  a r e  t h e  sum of a v a i l -  
a b l e  da t a  f o r  c o u r t s  of last r e s o r t  
and in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  
I f  da ta  were miss ing  f o r  one of t h e  
two l e v e l s  of c o u r t ,  t he  t o t a l  i s  
footnoted .  This t a b l e  i s  not  in- 
tended t o  provide a b a s i s  f o r  d i r e c t  
comparison between any two s t a t e s  o r  
cour t s .  Any review of court-of-  
l a s t - r e s o r t  data should inc lude  an 
awareness of whether o r  not  a s t a t e  
has an in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  
cour t .  Courts of last r e s o r t  i n  
' s t a t e s '  t h a t  do not  have i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  handle  t h e  
e n t i r e  a p p e l l a t e  case load ,  whereas 
the  h ighes t  cour t  handles  only t h e  
most s e r i o u s  cases  i n  s t a t e s  t h a t  
have an in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  
cour t .  Subsequent t a b l e s  i n  t h i s  
r e p o r t  (Tables 5 through 8) w i l l  
s epa ra t e  da t a  f o r  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  having an 
i n t  ermed ia t  e a p p e l l a t e  cour t  from . 
those t h a t  do not .  

used on many t a b l e s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  
the  number and percent  i n c r e a s e  o r  
decrease i n  end pending, i s  i n t r o -  
duced i n  t h i s  t a b l e .  An i n c r e a s e  o r  
decrease i n  the  number of end pend- 
ing  cases  se rves  a s  a measure of how 
w e l l  a cour t  handled i t s  caseload 
during a given yea r .  
change i n  pending cases  gives  an in-  
d i c a t i o n  of whether o r  not  a cour t  
has accumulated more cases  than i t  

Another measure of comparabi l i ty  

The number 
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has processed,  c r e a t i n g  a pending 
caseload problem. The pe rcen t  
change i n  the number of cases  pend- 
i n g  a t  the end of t he  year  provides  
a comparison of the change i n  pend- 
ing r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  number of cases  
pending a t  t he  beginning of the yea r  
and permits  both i n t e r n a l  and ex- 
ternal comparisons. That is ,  t h e  
cour t  can compare i t s  p rogres s  
a g a i n s t  i ts  own record,  or it can 
compare i t s  y e a r l y  output with the  
output of o t h e r  c o u r t s  of similar 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and j u d i c i a l  r e  sources.  

Of t h e  37 cour t  systems (35 
s ta tes ,  the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, 
and Pue r to  Rico) f o r  which the  per- 
cent  change i n  pending was  calcu- 
l a t e d  f o r  c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  6 
states reduced the number of pending 
cases .  There were 16 s t a t e s  and the 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia with a calcu- 
l a t e d  pe rcen t  change i n  pending be- 
tween 0 and 20 pe rcen t ,  while West 
V i r g i n i a  had over a 200 pe rcen t  in-  
c r ease  i n  pending-from 34 t o  110 
cases .  I n  the  39 cour t  systems (37 
states ,  the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico) t h a t  reported pending 
cases ,  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l  pending in-  
creased by 15.6 pe rcen t .  

The pe rcen t  change i n  pending 
cases  w a s  computed f o r  18 s t a t e s  
with in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  
Three states showed a decrease i n  
pending cases  while h a l f  of t he  
states (n ine )  had an i n c r e a s e  i n  
pending c a s e s  between 0 and 20 

'percent .  Two states had l a r g e  per- 
cent  i n c r e a s e s  (84.4 and 77.2 per- 
c e n t )  i n  pending cases .  For the  18 
states r e p o r t i n g  pending d a t a ,  t o t a l  
pending inc reased  by 15 .O percen t .  

A f i n a l  cau t ion  t o  be k e p t  i n  
mind is t h a t  Table 2 p r e s e n t s  da t a  
f o r  c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  raw 
form, without regard t o  the presence 
or absence of i n t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s ,  and without regard to com- 
p o s i t i o n  and j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t he  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  each ' s t a t e ' .  
Comparisons between ' s ta tes '  should 

be made only a f t e r  c a r e f u l l y  com- 
par ing t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  of t h e  
c o u r t s  i n  t h e  c o u r t  system c h a r t s  
found i n  P a r t  11. 

Detai led category caseflow 
(Tables 3 and 4 ) .  Detai led caseload 
(appeals, original proceedings, re- 
quests t o  appeal, t o t a l  ca ses )  for 
c o u r t s  of l as t  r e s o r t  and for  i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  those 
' s ta tes '  r e p o r t i n g  d a t a  is  presented 
i n  Tables 3 and 4 .  Case da ta  i n  
these t a b l e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  broad 
s u b j e c t - m a t t e r  composition of appel- 
l a t e  cour t  c a s e s  r epor t ed  t o  be 
pending, f i l e d ,  and disposed. 

These two t a b l e s  should be 
viewed as summary t a b l e s ,  because no 
at tempt  h a s  been made t o  s e p a r a t e  
c o u r t s  on any c r i t e r i o n  of compara- 
b i l i t y  (e.g., s e p a r a t i n g  c o u r t s  of 
l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  t h a t  have 
in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  from 
those t h a t  do n o t ) .  As i nc reas ing  
numbers of a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  r e p o r t  
uniformly def ined d a t a ,  f u t u r e  
r e p o r t s  w i l l  provide more informa- 
t i o n  on t h e  a c t u a l  compositions of 
t h e  case load hand led by a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s .  The number of ' s ta tes '  
p re sen t ing  d a t a  i n  Tables  3 and 4 i s  
shown i n  F igu res  D and E. 

t o t a l  number of c o u r t  systems re- 
po r t ing  w a s  52 because of t h e  in- 
c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico. Two c o u r t s  of l a s t  
r e s o r t  r epor t ed  t h a t  they do n o t  
handle original proceedings, and one 
s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  does no t  handle re- 
quests t o  appeal. Therefore ,  50 
c o u r t  systems reported handl ing 
original proceedings i n  t h e  c o u r t s  
of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  and 51 c o u r t  systems 
r epor t ed  handl ing requests t o  appeal. 

The states r e p o r t i n g  appea l s  and 
t o t a l  case da t a  f o r  t h e  in t e rmed ia t e  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  were from t h e  25 
s ta te  s having i n  termed i a  t e  appe 11 ate  
c o u r t s .  I n  fou r  s ta tes  in t e rmed ia t e  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  do n o t  handle  

For c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  t h e  
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Figure  D: Number of 'states' r e p o r t i n g  d a t a  for courts of l a s t  resort. 

Beginning End 
pending F i l ed  Disposed pending 

1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 -------- 
Appeals 26 30 44 46 41 44 27 30 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings 15 23 33 37 30 34 16 23 
R e  ~ ~ e s  ts t o  appea 1 12 14 26 30 23 26 1 2  14 
T o t a l  cases 35 39 47 50 46 50 35 39 

Note: There were 52 ' s ta tes '  providing cour t  of l as t  r e s o r t  data 
(50 s t a t e s ,  the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and Puerto Rico) i n  
1976. Pue r to  Rico was  not included i n  t h e  1975 data.  Two 
states do not handle o r i g i n a l  proceedings and one s ta te  
does not handle r e q u e s t s  t o  appeal  i n  cour t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t .  

Figure E: Number of s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  d a t a  f o r  i n t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  
1975 and 1976. 

Beginning End 
pending F il ed Disposed pending 

1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 -------- 
Appeals 17 17 23 24 22 23 17 16 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings 6 7 10 10 10 10 6 6 

T o t a l  cases 18 19 23 25 22 24 18 19 
R e q a s t s  to  appeal  4 4 5 5 5 5 4 4 

Note: There are 25 s ta tes  with in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  
Four states do not handle o r i g i n a l  proceedings and f i v e  
states do not handle r e q u e s t s  to  appeal  i n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  

original proceedings,  and i n  f i v e  
states these  cour t s  do not handle 
r e q u e s t s  t o  appeal .  Therefore ,  t h e  
numbers of s t a t e s  handling t h e s e  
cases are 21 and 20, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
for original proceedings and re- 
q u e s t s  to appeal .  

Although a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
r epor t ed  some caseflow s t a t i s t i c s  i n  

1976, the d a t a  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  are 
f a r  from complete. The s i t u a t i o n  
has  improved over 1975, however, 
when no data were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  two 
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  The most not ice-  
a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  da t a  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
is  i n  the pending caseload i n  the 
cour t s  of l as t  r e s o r t .  
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Table 1:  Reported and estimated national caseflow for courts of last resort, intermediate appellate 
courts, and all appellate courts, 1976. 
Estimated cases per judge and per 100,000 population. 

Beg1 n n i  ng End P e r c e n t  change 

i n  pend ing  pend ing  FI l e d  D isposed pend ing  R e p o r t e d  and e s t i m a t e d  casef I ov 

A i  I a p p e l l a t e  a r t s  

Repor ted  cases.......................... 40,248 11 5,61 I I 1  1.965 44.934 11.6 
-_ Number o f  ' s t a t e s '  reporting............ 37 49 48 37 

Percent  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  ....... 53.6% 89.3% 91.7% 53.68 -- 

126,922 124,502 92,612 _ -  
120,670 63,300 -- 

E s t i m a t e d  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s .  i 9 7 6  
Upper I l m i t  of 958 Conf idence i n t e r v a l  85,544 
Lower I i m i  t of 9 %  conf  idence i n t e r v a  I 53, I 2 0  131,334 

Es t imated n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s ,  1975 ......... 56,619 118,566 108,043 64,695 14.3 

C o u r t s  of l a s t  resort 

Repor ted  cases.......................... 14,554 47,030 44.778 16.838 15.7 _- Number of ' s t a t e s '  r e p o r t i n g  ............ 39 49 48 39 

P e r c e n t  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  represented... .... 58.48 89.3% 91.7% 58.4% _- 
49,038 30,358 _ _  

Lover  l i m i t  of 9 %  Conf idence i n t e r v a l  16.289 48,864 47,322 19,612 -- 
Est imated n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s ,  1975 ......... 15.780 45, 523 41,356 16,670 5.6 

E s t i m a t e d  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s ,  1976: 
Upper I l m i t  of 95% c o n f i d e n c e  i n t e r v a l  28,031 53,27 6 

I n t e n m d l a t e  appe l  l a t e  cwrts 

Repor ted  cases.......................... 34,065 78.058 68,605 39. I 6 2  15.0 
Number of ' s t a t e s '  r e p o r t i n g  ............ I 9  25 24 19 

E s t i m a t e d  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s ,  1976: 

-- 
93.1% 70.6% _ -  

_ _  75.464 62,254 _ _  
_ _  73,348 43,688 -- 

Percent  of p o p u l a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  ....... 70.6% lOO.O% 

Upper I l m i t  o f  95% Conf idence i n t e r v a l  57,513 
L w e r  l i m i t  o f  9 %  c o n f i d e n c e  i n t e r v a l  36.831 

Es t imated n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s ,  1975 ......... 40.839 73,043 66, 687 48,025 17.6 

E s t i m t e d  cases p e r  j u d F  

-- - 
A l l  a p p e l l a t e  courts......................... 85.7 159.6 151.5 96.4 

C a r t s  o f  l a s t  resort........................ 64.0 147.6 139.2 72.2 

l n t e r m d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  courts................ 101.9 168.6 160.7 114.4 

_- 
-- 

E s t l P a t e d  cases  per 100.000 p o p u l a t i o n  ____ -- - ~ _ _  
A l l  a p p e l l a t e  courts......................... 31.8 59.3 56.3 35.8 _ _  C w r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  ........................ 10.2 23.4 22. I 11.5 

l n t e r m d i a t e  appel l a t e  courts..  .............. 27.6 45.6 43.5 31.0 _ -  

Note: For i n c l u s i o n  on t h i s  t a b l e ,  a case i s  any appeal, amy o r l g l n a i  proceeding. o r  amy r e q u e s t  t o  appeal. To a s c e r t a i n  t h e  ' s t a t e s '  t h a t  

r e p o r t e d  d a t a  i n  any ca tegory ,  r e f e r  t o  T a b l e  2. 

Repor ted  cases: 
The r e p o r t e d  cases t o t a l s  f o r  a l  I a p p e l l a t e  c a r t s .  c w r t s  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t ,  OT i n t e r m d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c w r t s  i n c l u d e  o n l y  d a t a  f r m  

' s t a t e s '  w i t h  da ta  on a1 I appel l a t e  c o u r t s ,  a1 i c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  o r  a l  I i n t e r m d i a t e  appei l a t e  c w r t s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

Number of ' s t a t e s '  r e p o r t i n g :  
Repor ted  cases f o r  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and c o u r t s  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  a r e  f r m  t h e  50 s t a t e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, a n d  P u e r t o  Rico. 
Repor ted  cases f o r  i n t e r m d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c w r t s  a r e  f r m  t h e  25 s t a t e s  w i t h  i n t e r m d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c w r t s  i n  1976. 

' S t a t e '  p o p u l a t i o n s  used f o r  a i  I a p p e l l a t e  c a r t s  and c a r t s  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  a r e  t r a n  t h e  r e v i s e d  1976 Bureau of Census e s t i m a t e s  and 
t o t a l  217,882,000 f o r  t h e  50 s t a t e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. and P u e r t o  R i c o .  Bureau of Census e s t l r m t e s  f o r  t h e  p c p u l a t i o n  i n  
t h e  2 5  s t a t e s  w i t h  i n t e r m d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c a r t s  i n  1976 t o t a l e d  171,021,000. The p e r c e n t  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  f o r  each 

casef low c a t e g o r y  i s  based on t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o t a l  p c p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e .  

P e r c e n t  of p o p u l a t i o n  represented :  

E s t i m a t e d  n a t i  ona I t o t a l s :  
E s t i n a t e d  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  f o r  1975 a r e  t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  t o t a l s  of a I  I r e p o r t e d  da ta  p l u s  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  d a t a  f o r  each ' s t a t e '  n o t  

E s t i n a t e d  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  95% c o n f i d e n c e  i n t e r v a l s  f o r  1976 a r e  t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  t o t a l s  f o r  a l l  r e p o r t e d  d a t a  p l u s  t h e  95% c o n f i d e n c e  
r e p o r t i n g  da ta ;  t h e  1975 d a t a  do  n o t  i n c l u d e  P u e r t o  Rico. 

i n t e r v a l  f o r  each s t a t e  n o t  r e p o r t i n g  data. 
samp i es. 

A 9% c o n f i d e n c e  i n t e r v a l  would be expected  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  t r u e  v a l u e  f o r  9 5 o u t  of IO0 

E s t i m a t e d  cases p e r  judge:  
For t h e  year  1 9 7 6  t h e r e  were 8 3  a p p e l l a t e  cour ts ,  w i t h  a t o t a l  of 809 judges  a s s l g n e d  t o  them i n  t h e  50 s t a t e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  

Columbia, and P u e r t o  Rlco; t h e r e  were 54 c a r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  w i t h  a t o t a l  o f  346 j u d g e s  ass igned t o  than; and 29 i n t e r m d i a t e  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  w i t h  463 judges  a s s i g n e d  t o  them. 
e s t i m a t e d  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  c o n f i d e n c e  I n t e r v a l s  f o r  each t y p e  o f  c w r t  by t h e  number o f  judges  ass igned t o  t h a n  i n  1976. The number 

of judges  ass igned does n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t :  som j udges  may have been u n a v a i l a b l e  because of I l l n e s s  o r  mid-year r e t i r e m n t ;  some 
c a r t s  use  tu1 I-tlm canmiss ioners  t o  s c r e e n  cases; and sane use p a r t - t i m e  j u d g s s  o v e r  and above t h e i r  ass lgned c m p i e m n t  of 
judges. 

E s t i m t e d  cases per  judge Were debeloped bj d i v i d i n g  t h e  m i d p o i n t s  o f  t h e  

Es t imated cases p e r  100.000 p o p u l a t i o n :  
E s t l m t e d  cases p e r  100,000 p c p u l a t i o n  were developed ly d i v i d i n g  t h e  m i d p o i n t s  o f  t h e  e s t l r m t e d  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  conf  ldence I n t e r v a l s  

by 2178.82 f o r  a l  I a p p e l l a t e  c a r t s  and c a r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  and by 1710.27 f o r  i n t e r m d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c a r t s .  

-_ = Not  a p p l i c a b l e .  
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Table 4: Detailed category caseflow for intermediate appellate'courts, 1976. 
Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, and total cases. Reported national totals with 
number of states reporting and percent of population represented, 

End 
pend I ng 

F i l e d  Dlsposed 
Beg Inn1 ng 

pending 
- v )  

- 
F -  % 

a 
523 X 523 1.270 X 1,270 i,119i X 1,119l 671 X 671 

0 0 186 186 186 186 0 0 

Sta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

Alabama--STATE TOTAL............... 
Court  o t  C i v i l  Appeals........... 
Court  of  Cr iminal  Appeals........ 

Arlzona--Court of Appeals.......... 
C a l i f o r n i a - C o u r t s  o f  Appeal....... 
Colorado--Court o f  Appeals ......... 
F l o r i d a - - D i s t r i c t  Court  

of Appeal....................... 
Georgia--Court of Appeals.,.. ...... 
I l l i n o i s - - A p p e l l a t e  Court.......... 
Indiana--Court of Appeals.......... 
Kentucky--Court o f  Appealsk.. ...... 
Maryland--Court o f  Special Appeals. 
Massachuietts-Appea I s  Court.. ..... 
Michigan--Court of Appeals......... 
Missouri--Court o t  Appeals......... 
New Jersey --Awe I I a t e  

D l v i s l m  o t  Super lor  Court..... 
New Mexico--Court o f  Appeals....... 
NEW York--STATE TOTAL .............. 

Supreme Court.................. 

Supreme Court.................. 
North Carol ina--Court  o f  Appeals... 
Ohio--Court of Appeals............. 
Oklahoma--Court of Appealsa ........ 
Oregon--Court o f  Appea Is. .......... 
Pennsylvania--STATE TOTAL.......... 

Super ior  court................... 
Commonwealth Courta .............. 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL.........,... 
Court  o t  Appea I sa.. .............. 
Court  a t  Cr imina l  Appealsa ....... 

Texas--Courts o t  C i v i  i Appealsa..... 

Louisiana--Courts of Appeaie ....... 

Appei l a t e  O i v i s i o n s  of t h e  

Appe l la te  Terms o f  the  

523f X 523' 1,084 X 1,084 
1,220 34 1,254 1,851 166 2,017 
4,675 N/A NH 4.675' 6,462 3,850 NH 10,312 

592 592 915 915 

X X X 5, l i sh  7,931 666 532 9,129 
N/A 0 N/A 1,530e 224 1.754e 

4,073' NH NH 4,073f 3,973 NH NH 3,973 

0 0  & x x  615 
x x  )bofh 1,947 242 2,189 

499 NH 499 777j NH 777J 

187 0 187 1,384 157 1.541 
N/A N/A 

3,535 30 562 4,127 
1,815 21 1,856 

4.266 C j )  4,266l 
249 249 
N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

2.413' 773 W i  2,490 

669 0 NH 669 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A NH N/A 
N/A NH N/A 
N/A NH N/A 
847 847 

9Zh NH NH 9Zh 

Washington--Court o t  Appeals....... 1,713' 29f 6bf i,80Ef 
Reported na t iona l  t o t a l s *  27,368 1,911 628 34,065 
Number o f  s t a t e s  repor t ing*  17 7 4 19 

X 933' 6719 X 6719 

7,558 3,799 NH 11,357 4,5449 N/A NH 4,544i 
833 833 674 674 

7,392 503 285 8,180 X X X 6,067 
1,591 16Se 1,754e N/A 0 N/A 
3,935 NH NH 3,935 4,111 NH NH 4,111 

653 NH 653 623 NH 623 

933i 
1,697 179 1,876 1,374 21 i ,395 

x x  7 i k  x x 544k 
1,802 22gh 2,031 x x  918 
1,334 157 1.491 237 0 237 

605 605 519 519 N/A N/A 
3.007 212 1,325 4.544 3,209 189 1.186 4,584 3,333 53 791 4.087 

1,805 376 2,181 1,617 367 1,984 2,003 30 2,033 

Ij) 4.736' 4,819 8 4 i j  4 . ~ ~ 1 9 ~  4.349 C j l  4,349l 4,736 
446 550 550 145 145 

9.477 N/A 9.477' 8,965 102 9,067 N/A N/A N/A 
-- 446 

7.3623 N/A 7,3621 7,458j 102j 7,560 N/A N/A N/A 

2,115 2,115 1,507 1,507 N/A N/A 
1,027 1,027 999 999 N/A N/A 
6,590 614 j  NH 7.20~ 5,574 7 4 1 j  NH 6.315 4,3289 263gj NH 4.5919 

418 NH NH 418 547 NH NH 547 16Sh NH NH 163h 
1,847 0 NH 1,847 1,786 0 NH 1,786 730 0 NH 730 

5,762 305 6,067 x x  2,069p N/A N/A N/A 
3,631 3,631 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
2,131 305 2,436 x x  2,069 N/A N/A N/A 
1,330 NH 1,330 1,418 NH 1,418 N/A NH N/A 

694 NH 694 688 NH 688 N/A NH N/A 
636 NH 636 730 NH 730 N/A W N/A 

9789 1.717 9789 1,824 1.824 1.717 
1,512 130 135 1,777 1,384 138 148 1,670 ' 1,841 21 53 1.915 
68.509 6,561 2,373 78,058 60,348 6.247 1,939 68,605 30.491 388 754 39,162 

24 10 5 25 23 10 5 24 16 6 4 19 
Percent of  popu la t ion  represented* 63.4 74.5 17.8 70.6 98.0 53.1 24.6 100.0 91.1 57.3 24.6 93.1 61.4 22.2 17.8 70.6 

Note: For inclusion on t h i s  table,  a case I s  def ined as any appeal, any a l g l n a l  proceeding. a any request to appeal. 
Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  t h e  data an t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory l n f w r n a t l m  per ta in ing  t o  the  f m t n o t e s  can be found i n  P a r t  I I o f  t h i s  

repor t ,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  fo r  a l l  courts In each s t a t e  a re  displayed. 

Blank space = Not enough intormat ion i s  known. 
N/A = Th is  case type I s  handled by the  court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH = T h i s  case t y p e  I s  no t  handled i n  t h i s  court. 
X = T h e  data f o r  t h i s  case type  are  known t o  be included in the  t o t a l  but  were no t  ava i lab le  ty category. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
'Cases no t  included I n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

The case category may cr may not be handled by the  court .  

Requests to appeal granted are  no t  counted as disposed requests or as f i l e d  appeals. When the  r e s u l t l n g  appeal i s  disposed, it i s  munted as a disposed 
case. 

'Beginning pending f i g u r e  f a r  the  1976 cour t  year does no t  equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1975 c o u r t  year. 
gChange I n  pending does not equal the  d i f fe rence between t i l l n g s  and disposi t ions.  
hFIgure was computed. 
loata a re  no t  complete. 
jExp ianat ion  o t  data Included in  the  category. 
kAdd it ional  i "format Ion aval  lable. 
POata were not a v a i l a b l e  fo r  a1 I cour ts  I n  the  state. 

*Heported na t iona l  t o t a l s :  
The repor ted  na t iona l  t o t a l s  include on ly  data f c r  states repor t ing  data In ths  caset la r  category for a l l  cour ts  in  the  state. Incomplete data f a  t o t a l  

cases disposed In Pennsylvania were not included In these na t iona l  to ta ls .  
Number of  s t a t e s  repor t ing :  

Reported cases f o r  appeals and t o t a l  cases are  from the 25 s ta tes  w i t h  intermediate appe l la te  courts. Reported cases f o r  o r i g i n a l  proceedings and 
requests to appeal a re  from the  2 1  s ta tes  and 20 states,  respec t ive ly ,  hand l ing  each case type. 

Percent o f  populat ion represented: 
S ta te  populat ions used are  the  revised Bureau of Census estimates and t o t a l  171,027,000 t o r  the  25 States v i t h  intermediate appe l la te  courts. The t o t a l  

populat ion i s  147,517,000 f o r  t h e  21 s ta tes  handl ing a r l g l n a l  procesdlngs and 122,526,000 f o r  the  20 States handl ing reguests to appeal. 
ot populat ion represented f a  each casef low category i s  based on these t o t a l  populat ion figures. 

The percent 
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Comparative caseflow (Tables 5-1 0) 

Tables 5 through 10 have been 
organized t o  allow comparison of 
a v a i l a b l e  caseflow da ta  on a state- 
to - s t a t e  o r  court-to-court  b a s i s .  
All data  i n  these  t a b l e s  are s t a t i s -  
t i c s  received from the  ' s ta tes ' ;  no 
est imated da ta  are inc luded . 

Within t h i s  group, t he re  are 
two t a b l e s  provided f o r  each of  
t h ree  arrangements of  a p p e l l a t e  
cour t s :  c o u r t s  of  las t  r e s o r t  i n  
states t h a t  have in te rmedia te  appel- 
la te  c o u r t s  are displayed i n  Tables 
5 and 6 ;  c o u r t s  o f  l as t  r e s o r t  i n  
' s ta tes '  t h a t  do not  have intermedi- 
ate appe l l a t e  c o u r t s  are displayed 
i n  Tables 7 and 8; and in te rmedia te  
a p p e l l a t e  cour t s  are found separa te -  
l y  i n  Tables 9 and 10. 

i n  format,  conten t ,  and a n a l y t i c a l  
i n t e n t ,  are presented fo r  each of  
these  th ree  cour t  arrangements : 
Tables 5 ,  7 ,  and 9 o rde r  t h e  s ta tes  
by populat ion and Tables 6 ,  8 ,  and 
10 by the  number of judges. 

Two t a b l e s ,  which are i d e n t i c a l  

Courts of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  states 
wi th  in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
(Tables 5 and 6) .  Simple casef law 
da ta  fo r  c o u r t s  of  l as t  r e s o r t  i n  
the  25 s ta tes  with intermediate  ap- 
p e l l a t e  cour t s  are provided i n  
Tables 5 and 6. Table 5 presents  
t h e  da t a  with t h e  states ranked by 
populat ion whi le  Table 6 orde r s  t h e  
cour t s  by populat ion wi th in  number- 
of-judges groupings. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
caseflow d a t a ,  s e v e r a l  measures are 
displayed fo r  a n a l y s i s  of  the  da t a .  

The number of  cases disposed as 
a percent  of  t he  number of  cases  
f i l e d  is displayed i n  Table 5. A l l  
of t h e  22 states f o r  which t h i s  
measure w a s  computed disposed o f  a t  
least  84 percent  of  the number of  
cases  f i l e d ,  while  
posed o f  more than 
s ta tes  disposed of  
100 percent  of  t he  
filed. No general 

8 s ta tes  d i s -  
were f i l e d  and 5 
between 95 and 
number of cases  
pattern i n  the 

percentage po in t s  appeared when the  
s t a t e s  were ordered by population. 

Table 5 a l s o  d i s p l a y s  the  number 
of end pending cases as a percent  of  
t h e  number of  cases f i l e d .  Of the  
16 states f o r  which the  measure was 
computed, none had more cases 
pending than t h e  number of cases 
f i l e d ,  while  h a l f  the  s ta tes  (8) had 
a pending caseload of  less than 32 
percent  of  t he  number of  cases  
f i l e d .  As with  the  o t h e r  measures, 
no p a t t e r n  i n  the  percentage poin ts  
w a s  v i s i b l e  when the  s t a t e s  a r e  
ordered by population. 

The number and percent  change i n  
pending are displayed i n  both Tables 
5 and 6. Of the  16 states r epor t ing  
pending d a t a ,  5 reduced t h e i r  
pending caseload and 7 had an 
increase  i n  pending cases of  under 
20 percent .  The remaining four  
states showed inc reases  of between 
31 and 57 percent .  No p a t t e r n s  fo r  
t he  percent  change i n  pending were 
v i s i b l e  when the  states were ranked 
by populat ion o r  number of  judges.  
The r e s u l t s  of  t h e  above t h r e e  
measures are displayed i n  F igures  F, 
G, and H. 

ber  of f i l e d ,  disposed,  and end 
pending cases per  100,000 popula- 
t i on .  The number of  cases  f i l e d  per  
100,000 populat ion ranged from 8.1 
t o  72.1; t h e  number of  cases  d i s -  
posed per  100,000 populat ion ranged 
from 8.1 t o  64.8; and t h e  number of  
end pending cases pe r  100,000 pop- 
u l a t i o n  ranged from 0.0 t o  59.4. 
Table 5 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  f i l e d ,  d i s -  
posed, and end pending cases  per  
100,000 population decreased as the  
s ta te  populat ion f i g u r e  increased .  
The f i l e d  and disposed cases per  
100,000 populat ion va lues  i n  Table 6 
increased as the  number o f  judges 
decreased. The average of  t h e  24 
states r epor t ing  complete f i l e d  d a t a  
w a s  24.4 cases  f i l e d  per  100,000 
populat ion,  with the  mid-point being 
17.0. The 2 3  s ta tes  r epor t ing  com- 
ple te  disposed data had an average 

Tables 5 and 6 d i sp lay  the  num- 
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Figure F: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of f i l e d  cases for a w l l a t e  courts. 

Range i n  percent 

70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% To ta l  
Under t o  t o  t o  and ' s t a t e s '  
70.0% 79.9% 89.9% 99.9% over r epor t ing  ----- 

Courts of l a s t  r e so r t :  
In  s t a t e s  with in te rmedia te  appe l l a t e  cour t s  (Table 5) 

Number of s t a t e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
In ' s t a t e s "wi thou t  in te rmedia te  appe l l a t e  cour t s  (Table 7) 

Number of ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I n  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  

Number of  's tates '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Number of s t a t e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Number of ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t s  (Table 9 )  

A l l  appe l l a t e  cour t s  

0 0 5 9 8 22 

23 

1 4 1 2  19 9 45 

1 0 5 11 5 22 

1 5 1 2  24 3 45 

- - 1 -  4 -  7 1 0 -  1 

Figure G: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of end pending cases 
as  a percent of f i l e d  cases for appellate courts. 

Courts of last  r e so r t :  
In s t a t e s  with intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t s  (Table 5) 

Number of states . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
In ' s t a t e s '  without intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t s  (Table 7) 

Number of ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I n  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  

Number of ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Number of s t a t e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Number of  ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t s  (Table 9 )  

A l l  appe l l a t e  cour t s  

Range i n  percent 

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0% To ta l  
t o  t o  t o  t o  and ' s t a t e s '  ----- 29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% over r epor t ing  

7 5 3 1 0 16 

20 

9 9 4 11 3 36 

1 4 5 6 2 18 

4 7 5 16 3 35 

- 3 - 2 -  4 -  1 g  - 

Figure H: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of percent change i n  
pending cases for appellate courts. 

Range i n  percent 

-50.0 -20.0 0.0 20.0 50.0% T o t a l  
to  t o  t o  t o  and ' s t a t e s '  

-20.1X -0.1% 19.9% 49.9% over r epor t ing  ----- 
Courts of l a s t  r e s o r t :  

In s t a t e s  with intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t s  (Table 5) 

In  ' s t a t e s '  without intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t s  (Table 7) 

I n  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  (Table 2) 

Number of s t a t e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 2 7 3 1 16 

. 21 

Number of ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 3 17 10 4 37 

Number of s t a t e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 9 4 2 18 

Number of  ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 23 11 4 41 

- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 Number of ' s t a t e s '  - 0 - 1 2 -  7 -  

Intermediate appe l l a t e  cour t s  (Table 9 )  

All appe l l a t e  cour t s  
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of 24.2 cases disposed per  100,000 
populat ion and a mid-point of  16.2. 
For t h e  17 states r epor t ing  complete 
end pending d a t a ,  t he  average was 
10.4 end pending cases per  100,000, 
with a mid-point o f  8.5. 

disposed per  judge is displayed i n  
Table 6. The number of cases f i l e d  
per  judge ranged from 56.7 t o  740.4, 
and t h e  number of  cases  disposed per  
judge ranged from 55.0 t o  651.8. 
The average of  t h e  26 cour t s  re- 
po r t ing  f i l e d  cases  f o r  a l l  case 
ca t egor i e s  was 189.4 per  judge, and 
the  mid-point was 140.8. For the 25 
cour t s  r epor t ing  disposed cases  f o r  
a l l  case ca t egor i e s ,  the  average was 
189.9 per  judge, and t h e  mid-point 
was 131.6. Both t h e  number of cases  
f i l e d  per  judge and disposed per  
judge showed inc reases  as the  number 
of judges i n  t h e  cour t  became 
smaller. Also it appears t h a t ,  with- 
i n  t h e  number-of-judges groupings,  
t he  f i l e d  and disposed cases  per  
judge decreased as the  s ta te  popula- 
t i o n  f i g u r e  decreased. A sumnary of  
t he  cases  per  100,000 populat ion and 
cases  per  judge measures is  given i n  
Figures  I and J. 

f i l e d ,  disposed,  and end pending 
cases  per  100,000 populat ion and f o r  

The number of  cases  f i l e d  and 

The wide ranges t h a t  e x i s t  f o r  

f i l e d  and disposed cases  per  judge 
a r e  expected because of t he  many pro- 
blems i n  comparabi l i ty  of  caseflow 
from s t a t e  t o  s ta te .  These measures 
a r e  intended t o  remove t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
populat ion s i z e  o r  number of judges 
from the  caseflow f i g u r e s ,  bu t  i t  is 
obvious t h a t  o t h e r  d i f f e rences  ex is t .  

The o t h e r  d i f f e rences  t h a t  re- 
duce the  degree of comparabi l i ty  a r e  
not  so easy t o  measure as the  pop- 
u l a t i o n  o r  t he  number of judges. 
These d i f f e rences  are i n  cour t  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n ,  case c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  
poin t  a t  which a case is counted, 
and s i m i l a r  problems. These prob- 
l e m s  have been discussed i n  g r e a t e r  
d e t a i l  i n  t h e  in t roduc t ion  t o  t h i s  
r epor t .  

t i o n ,  f o r  example, c r e a t e s  many 
problems of comparabi l i ty .  The 
Oklahoma Supreme Court and the  Texas 
Supreme Court are t h e  cour t s  of l as t  
r e s o r t  i n  c i v i l  appeals  only,  bu t  
t he  Oklahoma Court of Criminal 
Appeals and the  Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals are the  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  of  the  f i r s t  and last in-  
s t ance  f o r  c r imina l  appeals  (Texas 
and Oklahoma have an in te rmedia te  
appe l l a t e  cour t  f o r  c i v i l  appea ls ) .  
I n  t h e  remaining states,  t h e  cour t  
of l a s t  r e s o r t  handles  both c i v i l  

The v a r i a t i o n  i n  cour t  j u r i s d i c -  

Figure I: Number of cases f i l e d ,  disposed, and end pending i n  appellate 
courts per 100,000 population. 

F i l e d  p e r  100,000 populat ion:  
Courts  o f  last r e s o r t  i n  s ta tes  wi th  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  5 )  . . .  

T o t a l  f o r  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  s t a t e s  w i th  in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  COuKts . . . .  
T o t a l  fo r  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

In t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Tab le  9 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Courts  o f  last r e s o r t  i n  ' s t a t e s '  w i thou t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  7 ) .  

Disposed pe r  100,000 popu la t ion :  
Courts  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  w i th  in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  5 )  . . .  

T o t a l  for  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  s t a t e s  w i th  in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  . . . .  I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Tab le  9 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Courts  o f  last r e s o r t  i n  ' s t a t e s '  w i thou t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  7 ) .  

T o t a l  fo r  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
End pending pe r  100,000 popu la t ion :  

Courts  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  w i th  in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  5) . . .  
Tota;  f o r  a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  s t a t e s  w i th  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  . . . .  I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  9 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Courts  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  ' s t a t e s '  w i thou t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  7 ) .  
T o t a l  for a l l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i n  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

' S t a t e s '  
r e p o r t i n g  Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

24 8.1 72.1 24.4 17.0 
25 10.4 109.3 44.1 38.1 
24 21.9 135.8 68.2 62.6 
25 14.6 195.6 51.1 39.9 
49 14.6 195.6 59.5 48.7 

- - - - -  

23 8.1 64.8 24.2 16.2 
- 24 2.1 97.9 41.1 38.8 

23 lm 128.1 65.7 60.4 
25 7.8 174.9 43.3 34.3 
48 7.8 174.9 54.0 . 43.9 

17 0.0 59.4 10.4 8.5 
- 19  5.7 72.6 31.5 26.2 

15 6 . 1  84.4 44.2 44.5 
22 1.2 178.3 38.8 32.5 
37 1.2 178.3 41.0 37.5 
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Figure J: Number of cases f i l e d  and disposed per judge i n  appellate courts. 

Cour ts  
r epor t -  
ing 

F i l e d  per  judge  
Courts o f  last  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  wi th  in t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  6 )  . . . 26 
Courts of last r e s o r t  i n  ' s t a t e s '  wi thout  i n t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table 8 ) .  25 
In t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table 10) . . . , . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Disposed per  judge 
Courts of  l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  wi th  in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table 6 )  . . . 25 
Courts of  l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  ' s t a t e s '  wi thout  i n t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table 8). 25 
In t e rmed ia t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  10) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Mini- 
mllIIl 

56.7 
27.6 
43.4 

55 .o 
26.8 

5.1 

Maxi- 
mum 
740.4 
238.9 
518.7 

651.8 
224.9 
409.0 

Aver- Mid- 
s g e p o i n t  

189.4 140.8 
100.7 93.6 
173.3 128.4 

190.4 131.6 
88.5 72.0 

149.3 120.0 

and c r imina l  appea ls ,  bu t  t h e  l i m i t s  
( d o l l a r  amount f o r  c i v i l ,  sentence 
o r  amount of f i n e  f o r  c r imina l )  vary 
g r e a t l y  from s ta te  t o  s ta te .  An- 
o the r  important v a r i a t i o n  i n  cour t  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  is  the  amount of d i s -  
c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Although 
a l l  of  t h e  c o u r t s  i n  Tables 5 and 6 
are c o u r t s  of  l as t  r e s o r t  i n  s ta tes  
with an in te rmedia te  appe l l a t e  
cour t ,  the  amount of d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h a t  they exerc ise  
varies g r e a t l y  . Therefore ,  the ju- 
r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t he  cour t s  must be 
checked before  making comparisons. 

Courts of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  
' s ta tes '  without  in te rmedia te  appel- 
la te  c o u r t s  (Tables 7 and 8). Data 
regard ing  casefluw i n  the  cour t s  of 
l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  t he  25 states without  
in te rmedia te  a p e l l a t e  cour t s ,  the  
Distr ic t  of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico are displayed i n  Tables 7 and 
8. The formats of these t a b l e s  a r e  
exac t ly  the  same as the  formats of 
Tables 5 and 6. Table 7 d i sp lays  
the  da t a  i n  populat ion o rde r ,  and 
Table 8 ranks  the  cour t s  by popula- 
t i o n  wi th in  t h e  number-of-judges 
group ing s . 

Of t h e  23 cour t s  f o r  which d i s -  
posed cases were computed as a per- 
cen t  of  t he  number of cases  f i l e d ,  
only 1 cour t  disposed more cases  
than were f i l e d ,  while 15 cour t s  
disposed between 87 and 100 percent  
of t h e  number of  cases f i l e d .  Five 
cour t s  disposed between 75 and 85 

while  two cour t s  disposed less than 
75 percent  of t he  number of cases  
f i l e d .  

pending cases  were computed as a 
percent  of the  number of cases  
f i l e d ,  only 6 had fewer than ha l f  
t he  number of cases f i l e d  remaining 
pending a t  the  end of t he  year .  
Three cour t s  had more cases pending 
than w e r e  f i l e d ,  and seven had be- 
tween 80 and 100 percent  of the  num- 
ber  of cases  f i l e d  remaining pending 
a t  t he  end of  t he  year.  

The number and percent  of change 
i n  pending cases  a re  displayed i n  
Tables 7 and 8. Of the  21 c o u r t s  
f o r  which t h e  percent  change i n  
pending cases  w a s  computed, only 1 
had a decrease i n  pending cases, 
while  10 had an increase  i n  pending 
cases  of 0 t o  20 percent.  
cou r t s  had an increase  of between 50 
and 60 percent  while  1 cour t  had 
over a 200 percent  i nc rease  (from 34 
t o  110 cases)  i n  pending cases. 

are displayed above i n  F igures  F, G,  
and H. When compared t o  the  same 
measures i n  Tables 5 and 6, these  
Figures  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  c o u r t s  of 
l as t  r e s o r t  i n  ' s ta tes '  without  an 
intermediate  a p p e l l a t e  cour t  have a 
more. d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  handl ing t h e i r  
caseload than do cour t s  of l a s t  re- 
s o r t  i n  s ta tes  with intermediate  ap- 
p e l l a t e  cour t s .  I n  genera l ,  t he  
cour t s  of l as t  r e s o r t  i n  's tates '  
without  intermediate  a p p e l l a t e  

O f  t he  20 c o u r t s  f o r  which end 

Two 

A l l  t h ree  of the  above measures 

percent  o f - t h e  number of cases f i l e d ,  c o u r t s  had l a r g e r  i nc reases  i n  t h e i r  
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pending case load ,  disposed o f  a 
smaller percentage of  t he  number of  
cases f i l e d ,  and had a h igher  per- 
cen t  of  the  number o f  cases f i l e d  re- 
maining pending a t  the  end of  the  
year .  

posed, and end pending per  100,000 
populat ion a r e  displayed i n  Tables 7 
and 8. The number f i l e d  pe r  100,000 
populat ion ranged from 14.6 t o  
195.6; disposed per  100,000 popula- 
t i o n  ranged from 7.8 t o  174.9; and 
end pending per  100,000 populat ion 
ranged from 1.2 t o  178.3. The aver-  
ages of t h e  pe r  100,000 populat ion 
s t a t i s t i c  f o r  a l l  t h e  c o u r t s  r epor t -  
ing were 51.1 cases  f i l e d ,  43.3 
cases  disposed,  and 38.8 end pending 
cases ,  with the  mid-points being 
39.9, 34.3, and 32.5 f o r  f i l e d ,  d i s -  
posed, and end pending, r e spec t ive ly .  
A s  with the  cour t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  
s ta tes  with in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s ,  the  number of cases f i l e d ,  
disposed,  and end pending per  
100,000 increased as the  s ta te  pop- 
u l a t i o n  f igu re  decreased,  and t h e  
number of  cases f i l e d  and disposed 
per  100,000 populat ion increased . 
(with the except ion of  the D i s t r i c t  
of Columbia) as the  number o f  judges 
became smaller .  

disposed per  judge is  displayed i n  
Table 8. The fi led-per-judge mea- 
sure  ranged from 27.6 t o  238.9, and 
the  disposed-per-judge measure 
ranged from 26.8 t o  224.9. More 
cases  were f i l e d  and disposed per  
judge f o r  c o u r t s  with 7 and 9 judges 
than f o r  cour t s  with 5 judges. 

I n  Figure I it is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
note  t h a t  t h e  number of cases f i l e d ,  
disposed,  and end pending pe r  
100,000 populat ion w a s  h ighe r  f o r  
cour t s  of  l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  ' s ta tes '  
without in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  
cour t s  than f o r  cour t s  of l a s t  re- 
s o r t  i n  states with intermediate  ap- 
p e l l a t e  cour t s .  This  h igher  r a t i o  
is  appropr i a t e ,  s ince  the  interme- 

The number of  cases  f i l e d ,  d i s -  

The number of  cases f i l e d  and 

d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  should handle 
the  f i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  of some of  t h e  
appeals .  Also,  i n  Figure J it  
should be noted t h a t  t he  number of  
cases f i l e d  and disposed per  judge 
w a s  lower f o r  t he  c o u r t s  of last  
r e s o r t  i n  's tates '  without  i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  cour t s  than f o r  
c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s t a t e s  with 
in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  

c o u r t s  of last  r e s o r t  i n  states with 
in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  the  
wide ranges t h a t  ex i s t ed  fo r  f i l e d ,  
disposed,  and end pending cases per  
100,000 populat ion,  and f o r  cases 
f i l e d  and disposed per  judge are in- 
d i c a t i v e  of t he  many problems i n  com- 
p a r a b i l i t y  of caseflow from s ta te  t o  
s ta te .  The measures displayed are 
intended t o  remove t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
populat ion s i z e  o r  t he  number of 
judges from t h e  caseflow f i g u r e s ,  
bu t  i t  is  obvious t h a t  o t h e r  d i f f e r -  
ences e x i s t .  

These o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  are i n  
cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  case c l a s s i f i c a -  
t i o n ,  the  po in t  a t  which a case is 
counted, and so f o r t h .  The varia- 
t i o n  i n  cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  creates 
many problems of comparabi l i ty .  A l -  
though a l l  c o u r t s  of l as t  r e s o r t  i n  
' s ta tes  ' without  in te rmedia te  appel- 
l a te  c o u r t s  hear  both c i v i l  and c r i m -  
i n a l  appea ls ,  the  l i m i t s  ( d o l l a r  
amount f o r  c i v i l ,  sentence o r  amount 
of f i n e  f o r  c r imina l )  vary  g r e a t l y  
from state t o  s ta te .  Also,  t h e  
amount of d i s c r e t i o n a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
these  cour t s  exe rc i se  v a r i e s  g rea t ly .  
The c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  
V i rg in i a  and West Vi rg in i a ,  f o r  exam- 
p l e ,  have almost t o t a l  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  These v a r i a t i o n s  re- 
qu i r e  t h a t  t he  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t h e  
c o u r t s  be compared c a r e f u l l y  before  
making caseflow comparisons. 

A s  was ind ica t ed  with regard t o  

In te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
(Tables 9 and 10).  The caseflow f o r  
t h e  29 in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
located i n  25 states i s  presented i n  
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Tables 9 and 10. Table  9 o rde r s  t he  
s ta tes  by populat ion i n  t h e  same 
format as i n  Tables 5 and 7. I n  
Table 10 the  states are ordered by 
the  number of  judges i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  and the  
measures d isp layed  are t h e  same as 
i n  Tables 6 and 8. 

The number of  cases  disposed as 
a percent  o f  t h e  number of  cases 
f i l e d  was computed and displayed i n  
Table 9 f o r  22 s ta tes .  With the  ex- 
cept ion  of  t he  Kentucky Court o f  
Appeals, which began opera t ion  i n  
J u l y  1976, a l l  states disposed of  a t  
least  83 percent  of t he  number of 
cases  f i l e d .  Five s ta tes  disposed 
more cases  than were f i l e d .  

pending cases  was computed as a per- 
cen t  of t h e  number f i l e d .  Two 
states had more cases pending than 
were f i l e d .  Only f i v e  s ta tes  had 
less than 50 percent  of t h e  number 
of cases  f i l e d  remaining pending a t  
t he  end of t h e  year .  

The number and percent  change i n  
pending are displayed i n  Tables 9 
and 10. Of t h e  18 states t h a t  re- 
ported pending data,  only 3 reduced 
the  number of pending cases. 
s ta tes  had la rge  increases  i n  pend- 
ing (77.2 and 84.4 percent )  and the  
remaining 13 states showed an in- 
c r ease  between 0 and 29 percent.  

and end pending cases  per  100,000 
populat ion is displayed i n  Tables 9 
and 10. The cases  f i l e d  per  100,000 
populat ion range from 10.4 t o  109.3; 
t h e  cases  disposed per 100,000 popu- 
l a t i o n  range from 9.0 ( ignor ing  the  
va lue  f o r  t h e  Kentucky Court o f  
Appeals) t o  97-9; and the  end pend- 
ing cases  per 100,000 range from 5.7 
t o  72.6. The averages per 100,000 
populat ion were 44.1 f i l e d ,  41.1 d i s -  
posed, and 31.5 end pending cases.  
The mid-points were 38 .l, 38.8, and 
26.2 f o r  f i l e d ,  disposed,  and end 
pending, r e spec t ive ly .  There seems 
t o  be no p a t t e r n  i n  these  per  

For 18 states the number of end 

Two 

The number of f i l e d ,  disposed , 

100,000 populat ion f i g u r e s ,  whether 
t he  states are ordered by populat ion 
o r  by number of judges.  

The number of cases f i l e d  per  
judge ranged from 43.4 t o  518.7. 
The number of cases  disposed per  
judge ranged from 40.9 ( ignor ing  the  
Kentucky Court of Appeals) t o  409 .O. 
The average number of  cases  f i l e d  
per judge was 173.3, with the  mid- 
poin t  a t  128.4, and t h e  average num- 
ber  of  cases disposed per  judge w a s  
177.8, with a mid-point of  120.0. 
No p a t t e r n s  appear i n  t h e  number of 
cases f i l e d  o r  disposed per  judge 
when the  s ta tes  are ordered by the  
number of judges. Because of t he  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  the  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  
of a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  t he  va lues  f o r  
t he  number of cases f i l e d  and d i s -  
posed per  judge f o r  t he  intermediate  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  f e l l  between the  
va lues  f o r  c o u r t s  of l as t  r e s o r t  i n  
s ta tes  with an in te rmedia te  appel- 
la te  cour t  and those i n  ' s ta tes '  
without  an intermediate  a p p e l l a t e  
cour t  (displayed i n  Figure J). 

Although the  cases-per-100,000 
population and cases-per-judge mea- 
su res  a t tempt  t o  remove t h e  e f f e c t  
of populat ion s i z e  and the  number of 
judges from the  caseflow f i g u r e s ,  
the  l a rge  ranges i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he re  
are o the r  problems of comparabi l i ty .  
Before any comparisons are attempt- 
ed between s t a t e s ,  t he  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
of t he  c o u r t s ,  t he  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 
cases ,  and the  way cases  are counted 
should be examined t o  ensure similar- 
i t y .  

There are many d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  The Texas Court 
of C iv i l  Appeals and the  Oklahoma 
Court of Appeals handle only c i v i l  
appeal  ca ses ,  many of which are as- 
signed t o  these  cour t s  by the  Su- 
preme Court i n  t h e  r e spec t ive  states. 
There is no intermediate  a p p e l l a t e  
cour t  f o r  c r imina l  cases  i n  Loui- 
s i ana ,  Oklahoma, and Texas. Varia- 
t i o n s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  types of cases 
heard by the cour t ,  t h e  po in t  a t  
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which t h e  c o u r t  counts  a case ,  and 
t h e  types  of cases  counted. These 
v a r i a t i o n s  are d iscussed  i n  the  
in t roduc t ion  t o  t h i s  r epor t  and the  
in t roduc t ion  t o  the  a p p e l l a t e  ta- 
b l e s .  I f  two cour t s  are found t o  be  
s imilar  a f t e r  checking t h e  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n s  and the  o the r  items men- 
t ioned above, then comparisons of  
t h e i r  caseflow can be made. 

General  Comparisons. F igu res  F 
through J (found above i n  the  t e x t )  
s u m a r i z e  the  results of  the  com- 
p a r a t i v e  measures appl ied  to  c o u r t s  
of  l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s ta tes  with 
in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  t o  
cour t s  of  last  r e s o r t  i n  ' s ta tes '  
without in te rmedia te  appe 11 a t e  
cour t s ,  and to  in te rmedia te  appel- 
l a t e  cour t s .  The numbers o f  
' states  ' f a  1 l i n g  i n  c e r t a i n  ranges 
o f  disposed as a percent  of  f i l e d ,  
end pending as a percent  of  f i l e d ,  
and percent  change i n  pending are 
shown i n  Figures  F, G, and H ,  re- 
spec t ive ly .  These f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  the  cour t s  of  last  r e s o r t  i n  
s ta  tes with i n  termed i a te a ppe 1 1 a te 
cour t s  seem to  handle  t h e i r  caseflow 
b e t t e r  than those i n  's tates '  with- 
out  in te rmedia te  . a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  
One p o s s i b l e  explana t ion  is t h a t  
t hese  cour t s  gene ra l ly  have more 
d is c re t ionary j u r  isd i c  t ion  than 
o the r  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  

Comparison of  t h e  t o t a l  appel- 
l a te  caseflow i n  s t a t e s  with i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  t o  caseflow 
i n  ' s t a t e s '  wi thout  in te rmedia te  ap- 
p e l l a t e  cour t s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  s t a t e s  
with two l e v e l s  of a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
had a h ighe r  number of ca ses  f i l e d ,  
disposed,  and end pending per  
100,000 populat ion.  The average w a s  
68.2 t o t a l  a p p e l l a t e  f i l i n g s  per  
100,000 popula t ion  f o r  t h e  s t a t e s  
with in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  cour t s .  
The ' s ta tes '  without  in te rmedia te  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  had an average of 
51.1 cases  f i l e d  per  100,000 popula- 
t i on .  The cases  disposed per  100,000 
populat ion showed t h e  same r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  (65.7 t o  4 3 . 3 )  as f o r  cases  
f i l e d  per  100,000 populat ion.  The 
ending pending f i g u r e s  were a l s o  
s i m i l a r ,  with the  average being 44.2 
cases  per  100,000 f o r  t o t a l  appel- 
l a t e  caseflow i n  s ta tes  with i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  (15 repor t -  
ing) ,  and 38.8 cases  per  100,000 fo r  
c o u r t s  of  l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  ' s ta tes '  
without  an in te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  
cour t  ( 2 2  r epor t ing ) .  The compari- 
sons are displayed i n  F igure  I. 
S imi l a r ly ,  i n  Figure J it can be 
seen t h a t  t he  number of  a p p e l l a t e  
cases  f i l e d  and disposed pe r  judge 
was h ighe r  f o r  s t a t e s  wi th  an i n t e r -  
mediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  than f o r  
' s ta tes '  without  an in te rmedia te  ap- 
p e l l a t e  cour t .  
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Table 5: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

State 
populat ion 

thousands 
State and cour t  t i t l e  i n  

California--Supreme Court............. 21,522 
New York--Court o f  Appea Is.. .......... 18,053 
Texas--STATE TOTAL.................... 12.599 

Supreme Courta...................... - 
Court o f  Cr iminal  Appealsa .......... -- 

Begin- 
ning Dis- End 

pending F i l e d  posed pending 

N/A 3,801e 3,694e N/A 
N/A 595ei 2,90Ze N/A 
877 4,774 4,280 1,371 
154 1,072 1,021 205 
723 3,702 3,259 1,166 

As percent Change i n  
o f  f i l e d  pend i ng Per 100.000 populat ion 

End 
Dis- pend- Per- Dls- End 

posed ing Number cent  F i l e d  posed pending 

97.2 N/A N/A N/A 17.7 17.2 N/A 
NC N/A N/A N/A Nc 16.1 N/A 
89.7 28.7 494 56.3 37.9 34.0 10.9 
95.2 19. I 51 33. 1 8.5 8. 1 1.6 

88.0 31.5 443 61.3 29.4 25.9 9.3 

Pennsylvania--Supreme Court........... 11,802 N/A 1,736 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 14.7 N/A N/A 

I ilinois-Supreme Court............... 11,193 340 99Ee 987e 351 98.9 35.2 I I  3.2 8.9 8.8 3.1 

Ohio--Supreme Court................... 10.690 N/A 1,404e 1,374e N/A 97.9 N/A N/A N/A 13.1 12.9 N/A 

Michigan--Supreme Court............... 9.113 396 1,045 921 520 88.1 49.8 124 31.3 11.5 10.1 5.7 

Florida--Supreme Cour t  ................ 8,353 1,159 2,214 2,390 983 107.9 44.4 -176 -15.2 26.5 28.6 11.8 

New Jersey-Supreme Court............. 7,339 4431 1,164l 985i 62Zi 84.bi 53.4' 179i 40.4i 15.9' 13.4i 8.5' 

Nor th Carol ina--Supreme Cour t  ......... 5,462 4 i i  546 492 4Ei 90.1 M: 7 l  17.1i 10.0 9.0 0.9i 

Indiana--Supreme Court................ 5,313 80h 430 430 80 100.0 18.6 0 0.0 8.1 8.1 1.5 

Georgia--Supreme Court................ 4,984 405 1,433 1,404 4119 98.0 28.7 6 1.5 28.8 28.2 8.2 

Massachusetts--Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court. 5,791 N/A M ~ J  6ogj N/A 91.9 N/A N/A N/A 11.4 10.5 N/A 

Missouri--Supreme Court............... 4,787 165 579 649 95 112.1 16.4 -70 -42.4 12.1 13.6 2.0 

Tennessee--Supreme Court,....,........ 4,234 N/A 897e 30Bei N/A N2 N/A N/A N/A 21.2 Nc N/A 

Maryland--Court o f  Appeals............ 4,125 25 657 668 14 101.7 2.1 -11 44 .0  15.9 16.2 0.3 

Louisiana--Supreme Court.............. 3,875 N/A 1,762 1,586 N/A 90.0 N/A N/A N/A 45.5 40.9 N/A 

Alabama--Supreme hurt................ 3.653 o 510J 510 0 100.0 0.0 0 -- 14.0 14.0 0.0 

Washington--Supreme Court............. 3,611 241 589 495 335 84.0 56.9 94 39.0 16.3 13.7 9.3 

Oklahoma--STATETOTAL ................. 2,770 1,426 1,998 1,795 1,646 89.8 82.4 220 15.4 72.1 64.8 59.4 
Supreme Courta.. .................... - 1,182 1.019 908 1,3109 89.1 128.6 128 10.8 36.8 32.8 47.3 

Court o f  Crimina I Appea I sa.. ........ - 244 979 887 336 90.6 34.3 92 37.7 35.3 32.0 12.1 

Kentucky-Supreme Court............... 3,436 N/A 833 1.z17j N/A 146.1 N/A N/A N/A 24.2 35.4 N/A 

-. 

Colorado-Supreme Court ............... 2,575 366 651 674 343 103.5 52.7 -23 -6.3 25.3 26.2 13.3 

Oregon--Supreme Court................. 2,326 335 97Je 911" 397 93.6 40.8 62 18.5 41.8 39.2 17.1 

Arizona--Supreme Court................ 2,249 305 1,023 1,004 324 98.1 31.7 19 6.2 45.5 44.6 14.4 

New Mexico--Supreme Court............. 1,172 168 558 603 123 108.1 22.0 -45 -26.8 47.6 51.5 10.5 

Note: For inc lus ion on t h i s  tab le,  a case i s  defined as any appeal, any o r l g i n a l  proceeding, cr any request to appeal. 
Footnotes t h a t  apply  t o  the data on t h i s  tab le  are given below. 

? a r t  I I  o f  t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  each s ta te  are d i sp lapd .  

Explanatory in format ion pe r ta in ing  t o  the footnotes can be found i n  

N/A = This  case type i s  handled by the court, but the data a re  unavailable. 
NC = The number was no t  computed because of  incomplete or  incomparable data. 

-- = Not appl icable. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
F a s e s  not  included i n  the t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

Computation of the number was deemed inappropr ia te i f  the d i v i so r  

was less than 10. 

Requests to appeal granted are not  counted as disposed requests or ds f i l e d  appeals. When ?he r e s u l t i n s  appeal I s  disposed, it i s  counted 

5 5  '1 disposed case. 
gChange in  pending does not equal t he  d i f f e rence  between f i i l n g s  and d isposi t ions.  

I gure was computed. 
IData a re 'no t  complete. 
iExplanation of data included i n  the category. 
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Table 6: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Courts ranked by the number of judges and state population. Number and percent change in 
pending. Filed and disposed per iudge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

Number S t a t e  Begin- Change i n  pending Per judge Per 100,000 populat ion 

e i n  thousands pending F i l e d  posed pending Number Percent F i l e d  Disposed F i l e d  posed pending 
State and c o u r t  t i t l e  o f  populat ion n ing Dis-  End Dis- End 

Texas--Supreme Courta... ... .. 9 12,599 154 1,072 1,021 205 51 33.1 119.1 113.4 8.5 8.1 1.6 

Washington-Supreme Court.... 9 3,611 24 1 589 495 335 94 39.0 65.4 55.0 16.3 13.7 9.3 
0 kiahoma--Supreme Courta.... . 9 2,770 1,182 1.019 908 1.3109 128 10.8 113.2 100.9 36.8 32.8 47.3 

Alabama-Supreme Court... ... . 9 3,653 o 510j 510 0 0 -  56.7 56.7 14.0 14.0 0.0 

California--Supreme Court.... 
New Y o r k - C o u r t  of Appeals... 
Pennsylvania--Supreme Court.. 

I llinois-Supreme Court...... 
Ohio--Supreme Court.......... 
Michigan--Supreme Court...... 

Florida--Supreme.Court ....... 
New Jersey-Supreme Court.... 
Massachusetts--Supreme 

J u d i c i a l  Court........... 
Nor th  Carolina--Supreme Court 
Georgia--Supreme Court....... 

Missouri--Supreme Court...... 
Mary iand-4our t  of Appeals... 
Louisiana--Supreme Court..... 

Kentuc ky-Supreme Court... . .. 
Colorado--Supreme Court...... 
Oregon--Supreme court........ 

7 21,522 
7 18.053 
7 I 1.802 

7 11,193 
7 10,690 
7 9. I I 3  

7 8.353 
7 7,339 

7 5,791 
7 5,462 
7 4,984 

7 4,787 
7 4, I25 
7 3,875 

7 3.436 
7 2.575 
lC 2.326 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

340 
N/A 
396 

1,159 
4431 

N/A 
41 

405 

165 
25 

N/A 

N/A 
366 
335 

3,801e 3.€194~ 
5950i 2,90Ze 

1,736 N/A 

9988 9878 
1.404e 1,374e 
1,045 921 

2,214 2,390 
1,164i 985i 

6 6 d  609j 
546 492 

1,433 1,404 

579 629 
657 668 

1,762 1.586 

833 1.2i7J 
651 674 
973e 911" 

N/A 
N /A 
N/A 

351 
N/A 
520 

983 
62Zi 

N/A 

41 19 

95 
14 

N/A 

N /A 
543 
397 

48 i 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

I I  
N/A 
124 

-176 
17gi 

N/A 

6 

-70 
- I  1 
N/A 

N/A 
-23 

62 

7 i  

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3.2 

31.3 
N/A 

-15.2 
40.4 

N/A 
17.11 

1.5 

-42.4 
-44.0 
N/A 

N/A 
-6.3 
18.5 

543.0 
NC 

248.0 

142.6 
200.6 
149.3 

316.3 
166.3i 

94.7 
78.0 

204.7 

82.7 
93.9 

251.7 

119.0 
93.0 

139.0 

527.7 17.7 
414.6 Nc 
N/A 14.7 

141.0 8.9 
196.3 13.1 
131.6 11.5 

341.4 26.5 
140.7i 15.9' 

87.0 11.4 
70.3 10.0 

200.6 28.8 

92.7 12.1 
95.4 15.9 

226.6 45.5 

173.9 24.2 
96.3 25.3 

130.1 41.8 

17.2 
16.1 

N/A 

8.8 
12.9 
10.1 

28.6 
13.4i 

10.5 
9.0 

28.2 

13.6 
16.2 
40.9 

35.4 
26.2 
39.2 

N/A 
N/A 
N /A 

3.1 

5.7 

11.8 

N/A 

8.5i 

N/A 
Nc 
8.2 

2.0 
0.3 

N/A 

N/A 
13.3 .' 
17.1 

T e x a s - 4 o u r t  o f  Cr iminal  

Appealsa ................. ' 5 12,599 723 3,702 3,259 1,166 443 61.3 740.4 651.8 29.4 25.9 9.3 
Indiana--Supreme Court....... 5 5,313 80h 430 430 80 0 0.0 86.0 86.0 8.1 8.1 1.5 
Tennessee-Supreme Court..... 5 4,234 N/A 897e 30Eei V/A N/A N/A 179.4 NC 21.2 NC N/A 
Arizona--Supreme Court....... 5 2.249 305 1,023 1.004 324 19 6.2 204.6 200.8 45.5 . 44.6 14.4 
New Mexico--Supreme Court.... 5 1.172 168 558 603 123 -45 -26.8 111.6 120.6 47.6 51.5 10.5 

Okiahoma-Court o f  Cr iminal  

Appeal sa.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 2.770 244 979 887 336 92 37.7 326.3 295.7 35.3 32.0 12.1 

Note: For i n c l u s i o n  on t h i s  tab le,  a case i s  def ined as any appeal, any original proceeding, OT any request to appeal. 
Footnotes t h a t  apply  t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory in format ion p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  footnotes can be found I n  

P a r t  i i  o f  t h i s  repor t ,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a i i  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = This  case t y p e  i s  handled by the court. but  the data a r e  unavailable. 
Nc = The number was not  computed because of incomplete DT incomparable data. 

- = Not appl icable. 

aCourt J u r i s d i c t i o n .  
CJudge informat ion. 
%ases not  included i n  the t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

Camputation of  the number was deemed inappropr ia te i f  t h e  d i v i s o r  
was less than IO. 

Requests to appeal granted are not  counted as disposed requests DT as f i l e d  appeals. When t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed, it i s  counted 
as a disposed case. 

%Change i n  pending does not  equal t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d isposi t ions.  
hFigure was computed. 
'Data are not mmplete. 
jExplanat lcn of data included i n  t h e  category. 



Table 7: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

As percent Change I n  
State of f i l e d  pend I ng Per 100,000 populat ion 

populat ion Begin- End 

thousands pending F i l e d  posed pending posed lng Number cent  F i l e d  posed pending 
State and cour t  t i t i e  i n  nlng Ois- End 01s- pend- Per- Dls-  End 

Virginia--Supreme Court............... 5,052 50If 1,67Ze 1,574e 5919 94.1 35.3 90 18.0 33.1 31.2 11.7 
Wisconsin--Supreme Court.............. 4.610 59Efi 939 901 6399' 96.0 NC 41' '6.gi 20.4 19.5 I3.gi 
Minnesota--Supreme Court.............. 3,954 N/A 911 833 N/A 91.4 N/A N/A N/A 23.0 21.1 N/A 
Puerto Rlco--Supreme Court............ 3,214 369 1,204 1,123 450 93.3 37.4 81 22.0 37.5 34.9 14.0 

7.8 N/A Connecticut--Supreme Court............ 3,102 N/A N/A 241 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

~- 
lowa--Supreme Court................... 2,874 999 1.176 1.079 1.0789 91.8 91.7 79 7.9 40.9 37.5 37.5 
South Carolina--Supreme Court......... 2,844 122 416 345 193 82.9 46.4 71 58.2 14.6 12.1 6.8 
Mississippi--Supreme Court............ 2,365 610 936 819 727 87.5 77.7 117 19.2 39.6 34.6 30.7 
Kansas--Supreme Court................. 2.299 23gf 438 340 337 17.6 76.9 98 41.0 19.1 14.8 14.7 
Arkansas--Supreme Court............... 2,117 N/A N/A 613 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 29.0 N/A 

West V i r g i n  ia--Supreme Court of 

Nebraska-Supreme Cour t  ............... 1,552 38Ei 716l 634l 470i 88.5i 65.6l 8Z i  2 i . l i  46.1i 4O.gi 30.3i 
Utah--Supreme Court................... 1,232 N/A 556 274l N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 45. i W N/A 
Maine--Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court......... 1,071 279 334 299 314 89.5 94.0 35 '12.5 31.2 27.9 29.3 

Appeals........................... 1,832 34 878 802 l i 0  91.3 12.5 76 223.5 47.9 43.8 6.0 

Rhode Island--Supreme Court........... 936 355 411 319 447 77.6 108.8 92 25.9 43.9 34.1 47.8 
Hawaii--Supreme Court................. 884 22 1 265 166 320 62.6 120.8 99 44.8 30.0 18.8 36.2 
Idaho--Supreme Court.................. 833 315 332 249 398 75.0 119.9 83 26.3 39.9 29.9 47.8 
Yew Hampshire--Supreme Court.......... 827 249 273 320 202 117.2 74.0 -47 -18.9 33.0 38.7 24.4 
Montana--Supreme Court................ 755 N/A 409 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 54.2 N/A N/A 

____- 

D i s t r i c t  o f  Coiumbia-Cour t  of 
Appeals ........................... 700 1,103fh 1,369 1,224 1,24ah 89.4 91.2 145 13.1 195.6 174.9 178.3 

South Dakota--Supreme Court........... 686 234fi  294e 25ge 2701 88.1 Nc 36l 15.4l 42.9 37.8 39.4' 
Nor th Da kota--Supreme Court.. ......... 645 Zf 150 144 8 96.0 5.3 6 NC 23.3 22.3 1.2 
Nevada--Supreme Court................. 613 2 56 806 803 259 99.6 32.1 3 1.2 131.5 131.0 42.3 

Delaware--Supreme Court............... 582 233 335 282 286 84.2 85.4 53 22.7 57.6 48.5 49.1 
Vermont-Supreme Court................ 477 287 366 360 293 98.4 80.1 6 2.1 76.7 75.5 61.4 
AldSka--Supreme Court................. 408 258 468 335 391 71.6 83.5 133 51.6 114.7 82.1 95.8 
Wyoming--Supreme Court................ 391 130 138 134 134 97.1 97.1 4 3.1 35.3 34-3 34.3 

Note: For i n c l u s i o n  on t h i s  table, a case i s  defined as any appeal, any o r i g i n a l  proceeding, OT any request to appeal. 
Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory Informatian p e r t a i n i n g  to the footnotes can be found i n  

P a r t  I1 o f  t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court,  but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or incomparable data. Cmputat ion of t h e  number was deemed inappropr ia te I f  the d i v i s o r  

was I855 than IO. 

q a s e s  not  included i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double munt ing:  
Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests o r  as f l i e d  appeals. When the r e s u l t i n g  appeal 1s disposed. it i s  counted 

as a disposed case. 
fEeglnning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 cour t  p a r .  
gChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and d isposi t ions.  
hF i gure was computed. 
13ata are not complete. 



Table 8: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Courts ranked by the number of judges and state population. Number and percent change in 
pending. Filed and disposed per iudge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

Number State Begin- Change i n  pending Per judge Per 100,000 populat ion 

e i n  thousands pending F i l e d  posed pending Number Percent F i l e d  Disposed F l i ed  posed pending 
State and cour t  t i t i e  of populat ion ning Dis- End Ois- End 

Minnesota--Supreme Court...... 9 3.954 N/A 911 833 N/A N/A N/A 101.2 92.6 23.0 21.1 N/A 
Iowa--Supreme Court........... 9 2,874 999 1,176 1,079 1,0789 79 7.9 130.7 119.9 40.9 37.5 37.5 
Mississippi--Supreme Court.... 9 2,365 610 936 819 727 117 19.2 104.0 91.0 39.6 34.6 30.7 
D i s t r i c t  of Col umbia--Court of 

Appeals................... 9 700 1,103fh 1,369 1,224 1,24ah 145 13.1 152.1 136.0 195-6 174.9 118.3 

- 

V i  r g i  nia-Supreme Court.. . . . .. 7 5,052 501' 1,67Ze 1,574e 5919 90 18.0 238.9 224.9 33.1 31.2 11.7 

Wisconsin--Supreme Court...... 7 4,610 59Bfi 939 901 639gi 41i 6.gi 134.1 128.7 20.4 19.5 13.gi 

Puerto Rlco--Supreme Court.... 7 3,214 369 1,204 i,123 450 81 22.0 172.0 160.4 37.5 34.9 14.0 

Kansas-Supreme Court........, 7 2,299 239' 438 340 331 98 41.0 62.6 48.6 19.1 14.8 14.1 

Arkansas-Supreme Court....... 7 2.1 I7 N/A N/A 613 N/A N/A N/A N/A 87.6 N/A 29.0 N/A 

Nebraska-Supreme Court....... 7 I ,  552 388' 7 i6 I  634' 470i 8Zi 21.Ii 102.3i 90.6i 46.Ii 4O.gi 30.3i 

Connecticut-Supreme Court.... 6 3,102 N/A N/A 241 . N/A N/A N/A N/A 40.2 N/A 7.8 N/A 
Maine--Supreme Judic ia l  Court. 6c 1,071 279 334 299 314 35 12.5 55.7 49.8 31.2 27.9 29.3 

South Carol ina--Supreme Court. 5 2,844 122 416 345 193 71 58.2 83.2 69.0 14.6 12.1 6.8 
West Virginia--Supreme Court 

of Appeals................ 5 i ,832 34 878 802 110 76 223.5 175.6 160.4 47.9 43.8 6.0 

Utah--Supreme Court........... 5 1,232 N/A 556 274' N/A N/A N/A 111.2 Nc 45.1 NC N/A 

Rhode Island--Supreme Court... 5 936 355 411 319 447 92 25.9 82.2 63.8 43.9 34.1 47.8 

Hawaii--Supreme Court......... 5 884 221 265 166 320 99 44.8 53.0 33.2 30.0 18.8 36.2 

Idaho--Supreme Court.......... 5 833 315 332 249 398 83 26.3 66.4 49.8 39.9 29.9 41.8 

New Hampshire--Supreme Court.. 5 827 249 273 320 202 -47 -18.9 54.6 64.0 33.0 38.7 24.4 
Montana--Supreme Court........ 5 755 N/A 409 N/A N/A N/A N/A 81.8 N/A 54.2 N/A N/A 

South Dakota--Supreme Court... 5 686 234fi 294e 259' 270i 3gi 15.4i 58.8 51.8 42.9 37.8 39.4' 
6 W  30.0 28.8 23.3 22.3 1.2 North Oakota--Supreme Court... 5 645 Zf  150 144 8 

Nevada--Supreme Court......... 5 613 256 806 803 259 3 1.2 161.2 160.6 131.5 131.0 42.3 

Vermont--Supreme Court........ 5 417 287 366 360 293 6 2.1 73.2 72.0 16.7 15.5 61.4 
Alask--Supreme Court......... 5 408 258 468 335 391 133 51.6 93.6 61.0 114.7 82.1 95.8 

W yomi ng--Supreme Court.. . . . . .. 5 39 I 130 138 134 134 4 3.1 27.6 26.8 35.3 34.3 34.3 

Delaware--Supreme Court....... 3 582 233 335 282 286 53 22.1 111.7 94.0 57.6 48.5 49.1 

Note: For inc lus ion cn t h i s  table. a case Is  defined as any appeal. any a r lg lna l  proceeding. a any request to appeal. 
Fmtnotes tha t  apply to the data on t h i s  tab le  are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing to the footnotes can be found i n  

Par t  I1 o f  t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  for  a l l  cour ts  in  each s tate are displayed. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
Nc = The number bias not computed because of incomplete or incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate i f  the d i v i so r  

was less than 10. 

CJudge Information. 
eCases not Included in  the t o t a l  t o  avoid double countlng: 

Requests t o  appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests a as f i l e d  appeals. When the resu l t i ng  appeal i s  disposed, it i s  counted as 
a disposed case. 

'Beginning pending f igure for  the 1976 cour t  p a r  does not equal the end pending f i gu re  for  the 1975 cour t  pa r .  
gChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ferencs between f i l i n g s  and disposit ions. 
hF lgure was computed. 
'Data are not complete. 
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Table 9: Caseflow for intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Stotes ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

State 
populat ion Eeq i n- 

As percent Change i n  
o f  f i l e d  pending 

End 
State and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  ning D l s -  End 01s- pend- Per- 

thousands pending F i l e d  posed pending posed ing Number cent  

Cai i forn ia- -Cour ts  o f  ~ppea~.......... 21,522 4,675l 10,312 11,357 4,5441 110.1 tc -131l -2.81 
New YorC-STATE TOTAL................. 18,053 N/A 9,477' 9.067 N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 

Court...................,......... - N/A 7,362' 7,560 N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 

Court............................. - N/A 2,115 1,507 N/A 71.3 N/A N/A N/A 

Appel la te  D l v i s i o n s  of t h e  Supreme 

Appel la te  T e r m  of  t h e  Supreme 

Texas--Courts of C i v i l  Appealsa....... 12.599 847 1,824 1.717 9789 94.1 53.6 131 15.5 

Pennsylvania-STATE TOTAL............. 11,802 N/A 6,067 2,069P N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
Superior Court.. .................... -- N/A 3,631 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Cornonwealth Courta ................. - N/A 2,456 2,069 N/A 84.9 N/A N/A N/A 

I l l i no i s - -Appe l i a teCour t  ............. 11,193 4,073f 3,973 3,935 4.111 99.0 103.5 38 0.9 
Ohio--Court of  Appeals ................ 10,690 2,490 7,204 6,315 4,5919 87.7 63.7 2,101 84.4 

M i c h i g a n - C o u r t o f A p p e a l s  ............ 9,113 4,127 4,544 4.584 4,087 100.9 89.9 -40 -1.0 
F l o r i d a - - D i s t r i c t  Court o f  Appeal..... 8,353 5,11Eh 9,129 8.180 6,067 89.6 66.5 949 18.5 
New Jersey--Appel la te  D i v i s i o n  of  

Massachusetts--Appeals Court.......... 5,791 N/A 605 519 N/A 85.8 N/A N/A N/A 
Superior Court .................... 7,339 4,266i 4.819' 4,34gi 4,736'' 90.Zi 98.3' 470i 11.0' 

North Carol ina--Court of Appeals ...... 5.462 N/A 1,027 999 N/A 97.3 N/A N/A N/A 

Georg i a--Court of Appea Is.. ........... 4,984 N/A 1,754e 1,754' N/A 100.0 N/A N/A N/A 
Indiana--Court o f  Appeals............. 5.313 499 7 7 i j  653 623 84.0 80.2 124 24.8 

Missouri--Court of Appeals ............ 4,787 1,836 2,181 1,984 2,033 91.0 93.2 197 10.7 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL................ 4,234 N/A 1,330 1,418 N/A 106.6 N/A N/A N/A 
Court of Appealsa ................... - N/A 694 688 N/A 99.1 N/A N/A N/A 
Court o t  Cr iminal  Appealsa .......... - N/A 636 730 N/A 114.8 N/A N/A N/A 

Maryland--Court o f  Special Appeals.... 4,125 187 1,541 1,491 237 96.8 15.4 50 26.7 
Louisiana--Courts of Appea la.. ........ 3,875 760fh 2,189 2,031 918 92.8 41.9 158 20.8 

Alabama--STATE TOTAL.................. 
Cour t  of C i v i l  Appeals.............. 
Cour t  of Cr iminal  Appeals........... 

Washington--Court of Appeals.......... 
K e n t u c k y - C o u r t  of Appealsk ........... 

3,653 -- 
- 

3.61 1 
3,436 

OkIahoma-Court of Appealsa ........... 
Colorado--Court o f  Appeals............ 
Oregon--Court of Appea Is. ............. 
A r  i zona--Court of Appea I .............. 
New Mexico--Court o f  Appeals...,...... 

2,770 
2.575 
2,326 
2.249 
1,172 

523 1,270 1,119' 671 

523' 1,084 933' 6719 

Ok 615 71k 544k 

* 9Zh 418 347 163h 

o 186j 186 0 

1,808f 1,777 1,670 1,915 

592 915 833 674 
669 1,847 1,786 7 3  

1,254 2,017 1,876 1,395 
249 446 550 145 

Per 100,000 populat ion 

01s- End 
F i l e d  posed pending 

47.9 52.8 21.1i 
52.5' 50.2 N/A 

40.Ei 41.9 N/A 

11.7 8.3 N/A 
14.5 13.6 7.8 

51.4 NC N/A 
30.8 N/A N/A 
20.6 17.5 N/A 
35.5 35.2 36.7 
67.4 59.1 42.9 

49.9 50.3 44.8 
109.3 97.9 72.6 

65.7i 59.3i 64.5i 
10.4 9.0 N/A 

18.8 18.3 N/A 
14.6 12.3 11.7 
35.2 35.2 N/A 
45.6 41.4 42.5 

31.4 33.5 N/A 
16.4 16.2 N/A 
15.0 17.2 N/A 
37.4 36.1 5.7 
56.5 52.4 23.7 

NC 52.8 
100.0 0.0 
M: 61.9 
94.0 107.8 
11.5k 88.5k 

148 28.3 
0 -- 

148 28.3 
107 5.9 
544k - 

34.8 30.6i 18.4 
5. I 5.1 0.0 

29.1 25.5' 18.4 
49.2 46.2 53.0 
17.9 2.1k 15.Ek 

83.0 39.0 
91.0 73.7 
96.7 39.5 
93.0 69.2 

123.3 32.5 

71 77.2 
82 13.9 
61 9.1 

141 11.2 
-104 -41.8 

15.1 12.5 5.9 
35.5 32.3 26.2 
79.4 76.8 31.4 
89.7 83.4 62.0 
38.1 46.9 12.4 

Note: For i n c l u s i o n  on t h i s  table, a case i s  defined as any appeal, any a i g i n a l  proceeding. oc any r e q W t  to appeal- 
F w t n o t e s  t h a t  apply  t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory information p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the footnotes can be found i n  

P a r t  I I  o f  t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  for  a l l  m u r t s  i n  each s t a t e  are d i s p l a p d .  

N/A = T h i s  case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = T h e  number was not computed because o f  incomplete or incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed inappropr ia te i f  t h e  d i v i s o r  

-- I Not appl icable. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
%ases not included i n  the t o t a l  t o  avo id  double munt ing:  

was less than IO. 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as f i l e d  appeals. When the r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed. it i s  counted as 
a disposed case. 

fEeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1976 c o u r t  p a r  d w s  not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1975 c o u r t  p a r .  
gChange i n  pending does not  equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and d lsposi t ions.  
hFigure was computed. 
iOata are not complete. 
JExpianatIon of data included i n  the category. 
k d d i t i o n a i  in format ion avai lab le.  
N a t a  were not a m i  l a b l e  f o r  a i  I m u r t s  i n  t h e  state. 
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Table 10: Caseflow for intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
States ranked by the number of iudges and state population. Number and percent change in 
pending. Filed and disposed per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

Number State Begin- Change i n  pendinq Per judge Per 100,000 populat ion 
State and c o u r t  t i t l e  o f  populat ion n lng Gis- End GIs- End 

i n  thousands pending F i l e d  posed pending Number Percent F i l e d  Gisposed F I l e d  posed pending 

Cal I forn ia- -Cour ts  of Appeal... 56 21,522 4,675l 10,312 11,357 4,544i -13Ii -2.8l 184.1 202.8 47.9 52.8 21.1i 

Texas--CourtS of C i v i l  Appeals" 42 12,599 847 1,824 1,717 9789 131 15.5 43.4 40.9 14.5 13.6 7.8 

Ohio--Court o f  Appeals......... 38 10.690 2,490 7.204 6,315 4.5919 2,101 84.4 189.6 166.2 67.4 59.1 42.9 
11,193 4,073f 3,973 3,935 4.111 38 0.9 116.9 115.7 35.5 35.2 36.7 I l l i n o i s - A p p e l l a t e  Court...... 34 

New York--STATE TOTAL.......... 33 18,053 N/A 9,477' 9,067 N/A N/A N/A , 287.2' 274.8 52.5' 50.2 N/A 

Supreme Court.............. 24 - N/A 7,362l 1,560 N/A N/A N/A 3O6.Ei 315.0 4O.Ei 41.9 N/A 

Supreme Court.............. 9 -- N/A 2,115 1,507 N/A N/A N/A 235.0 167.4 11.7 8.3 N/A 

Appel la te  D i v i s i o n s  of  the 

Appel la te  Terms of the 

Louisiana--Courts of Appeala... 29 3,875 760fh 2,189 2,031 918 158 20.8 75.5 70.0 56.5 52.4 23.7 

M i s s o u r l - 4 o u r t  o f  Appeals..... 22 4,787 1,836 2,181 1,984 2,033 197 10.7 99.1 90.2 45.6 41.4 42.5 
New Jersey-Appel l a t e  D i v i s i o n  

of Superior Court .......... 21C 7,339 4,26Ki 4,81gi 4,349l 4,73bi 4701 I l .O i  229.5' 2O7.li 65.7' 59.3i 64.5' 
F l o r i d a - - D i s t r i c t  Court of 

Appea I.. ................... 20 8,353 5,1113~ 9.129 8,180 6,067 949 18.5 456.4 409.0 109.3 97.9 72.6 
Michlgan--Court o f  Appeals..... 18 9,113 4,127 4,544 4,584 4,087 4 0  -1.0 252.4 254.7 49.9 50.3 , 44.8 

Tennessee-STATE TOTAL......... 18 4,234 N/A 1,330 1,418 N/A N/A N/A 73.9 78.8 31.4 33.5 N/A 
Court of Appealsa ............ 9 - N/A 694 688 N/A N/A N/A 77.1 76.4 16.4 16.2 N/A 
Court o f  Cr lmlnai  Appealsa... 9 -- N/A 636 730 N/A N/A N/A 70.7 81.1 15.0 17.2 N/A 

Pennsylvania--STATE TOTAL...... 14 11,802 N/A 6,067 2,069p N/A N/A N/A 433.4 NC 51.4 NC N/A 
Superior Court............... 7 - N/A 3,631 N/A N/A N/A N/A 518.7 N/A 30.8 N/A N/A 
Camonwealth Courta.......... 7 - N/A 2,436 2,069 N/A N/A N/A 348.0 295.6 20.6 17.5 N/A 

K e n t u c k y 4 o u r t  o f  Appealsk.... 14 3,436 O k  615 71k 544k 544k -- 43.9 5.1k 17.9 2.1k 15.ak 

Mary land-4our t  o f  Special 
Appeais.................... 12 4,125 187 1,541 1,491 237 50 26.7 128.4 124.2 37.4 36.1 5.7 

Washington--Court o f  Appeals... 12 3,611 1,808' 1.777 1.670 1,915 107 5.9 148.1 139.2 49.2 46.2 53.0 
Arizona--Court of Appeals...... 12 2,249 1,254 2,017 1,876 1,395 141 11.2 168.1 156.3 89.7 83.4 62.0 
Colorado--Court of Appeals..... 10 2,575 592 915 833 674 82 13.9 91.5 83.3 35.5 32.3 26.2 
North Carol i n a - c o u r t  o f  

Appeals.................... 9 5,462 N/A 1,027 999 N/A N/A N/A 114.1 111.0 18.8 18.3 N/A 

Indiana--Court o f  Appeals...... 9 5,313 499 777J 653 623 124 24.8 88.3 72.6 14.6 12.3 11.7 

Court o f  C i v i l  Appeals ...... 3 - o 186j 186 0 0 -  62.0 62.0 5.1 5.1 0.0 

Georgia--Court o f  Appeals...... 9 4,984 N/A 1,754e 1,7He N/A N/A N/A 194.9 194.9 35.2 35.2 N/A 
Alabama-STATE TOTAL ........... 8 3,653 523 1,270 1,119i 671 148 28.3 158.8 139.9' 34.8 30.6' 18.4 

Court o f  Cr iminal  Appeals.... 5 -- 523f 1.084 933' 6719 148 28.3 216.8 186.Ki 29.7' 25.5' 18.4 

Massachusetts--AppMis Court... 6 5,791 N/A 605 519 N/A N/A N/A 100.8 86.5 10.4 9.0 N/A 
0 kl a h m - - C o u r t  o f  Appea I sa.. .. 6 2,770 9Zh 418 347 16Jh 71 77.2 69.7 57.8 15.1 12.5 5.9 
Oregon-4ourt of Appea Is.. ..... 6 2,326 669 1,847 1.786 730 61 9.1 307.8 297.7 79.4 76.8 31.4 
New M e x i c o - C o u r t  of Appeals... 5 1.172 249 446 550 145 -104 41.8 89.2 110.0 38.1 46.9 12.4 

Note: For i n c l u s i o n  on t h i s  table, a case i s  defined as any appeal, any o r i g i n a l  proceeding, or any request to appeal. 
Footnotes t h a t  apply  t o  the data m t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. 
P a r t  I i  o f  t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f l l e s  f w  a i  I cour ts  In  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

Explanatory in format ion p e r t a l n i n g  t o  the f m t n o t e s  can be found i n  

N/A = This  case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
N€ = The number was not computed because of  incomplete or incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed inappropr ia te i f  t h e  d i v i s o r  

- - N o t  appl icable. 

T o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
'Judge informat ion. 
%ases not in t luded i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

was less than IO. 

Requests to appeal granted are n o t  counted as disposed requests o r  as f i l e d  appeals. When the r e s u l t i n g  appeal i s  disposed, it i s  counted as 
a disposed case. 

fBeglnnlng pending f l g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f i g u r e  f w  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year. 
$Change i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and dispaslt ions. 
hFlgure w a s  computed. 
iGata are not wmp I ete. 
JExplanat im of data included I n  the category. 
kpiddit ional information avai lable. 
PData were not a v a l i a b l e  f o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  the state. 
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Special appellate court caseflow 
(Tables 1 1 -1  5) 

The tab les  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  pre-  
s e n t  more s p e c i f i c  a p p e l l a t e  case- 
flow. Breakdowns f o r  c i v i l  and 
c r i m i n a l  appeals and requests to 
appeal fo r  c o u r t s  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  and 
i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  a re  
g i v e n  i n  Tables 11 and 1 2 ,  r e spec -  
t i v e l y .  Table  13 p r o v i d e s  time i n -  
t e r v a l  data f o r  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  

y e a r  t r e n d  data f o r  f i l i n g s  i n  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  and t h e  number and 
p e r c e n t  change from y e a r  t o  y e a r .  

, 
I The f i n a l  two tab les  d i s p l a y  t e n -  

f i l e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t .  
O f  t h e  appeals r e p o r t e d  f o r  c o u r t s  
of l a s t  r e s o r t ,  51.4 p e r c e n t  were 
c r i m i n a l .  The number o f  ' s ta tes '  
p r o v i d i n g  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  cate- 
go ry  breakdowns f o r  requests t o  ap- 
peal f i l e d  was q u i t e  low--10 f o r  
c i v i l ,  7 f o r  c r i m i n a l .  

downs f o r  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  ap- 
peals i n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  ap- 
p e a l s  were c i v i l ;  43.4 p e r c e n t  were 
c r i m i n a l .  The c r i m i n a l  p e r c e n t a g e  
i n c r e a s e d  t o  48.2 i f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a ,  
Oklahoma, and Texas c o u r t s  were 
e l i m i n a t e d  from t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n .  

Nineteen s ta tes  r e p o r t e d  break- 

C i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  ca se f low i n  These c o u r t s  hand le  o n l y  c i v i l  mat- 
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  ( T a b l e s  11 and te rs .  Only one s t a t e  r e p o r t e d  c i v -  
- 12). il and c r i m i n a l  breakdowns for re- 
i n a l  c a s e f l o w  da ta  f o r  c i v i l  and quests t o  appeal i n  i ts  i n t e r m e d i -  

The a v a i l a b l e  c i v i l  and crim- 

c r i m i n a l  cases i n  c o u r t s  o f  l a s t  
r e s o r t  and i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  Tables 11 
and 1 2 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  P rev ious  
t a b l e s  have d e f i n e d  a case a s  any  
appeal, original proceeding, or re- 
quest to appeal. Original proceed- 
ing cases have n o t  been l i s t e d  i n  
Tables 11 and 1 2  because o r i g i n a l  
p roceed ings  a re  r a r e l y  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
c i v i l  o r  c r i m i n a l  cases. Caseflow 
f i g u r e s  f o r  appeals and requests to 
appeal, which have been d i v i d e d  when 
p o s s i b l e  i n t o  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  c a s e  
c a t e g o r i e s ,  have been i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e s e  tables .  The t o t a l  number o f  
cases ( i n c l u d i n g  original proceed- 
ings) i s  a l s o  d i s p l a y e d .  

Table  11 i n c l u d e s  34 ' s ta tes '  
r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  

a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t .  

and c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  are  d i s p l a y e d  
i n  F i g u r e  K .  The r e l a t i v e  p e r c e n t  
o f  c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  i n  c o u r t s  o f  
l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  s ta tes  w i t h  interme- 
d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  i s  h igh  be- 
c a u s e  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  Oklahoma, and 
Texas t h e  c o u r t  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  h a s  
e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  crimi- 
n a l  a p p e a l s  i n  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  
It is, however, clear from t h e  o t h e r  
da ta  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  a p p e a l s  
were c i v i l .  For  t h e  34 ' s ta tes '  
t h a t  r e p o r t e d  a c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  
breakdown f o r  a p p e a l s  i n  a l l  t h e i r  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  55.1 p e r c e n t  of 
t h e  a p p e a l s  were c i v i l .  

produced, i t  i s  hoped t h a t  a d d i -  ' 

The r e p o r t e d  t o t a l s  f o r  c i v i l  

A s  f u t u r e  annua l  r e p o r t s  are 

Figure K: Breakdown of civil and criminal appeals filed in appellate courts. 
Relative percents 
of civil and 

Appeals filed criminal appeals 
'States ' 
reporting Civil Criminal Civil Criminal 

Courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts (Table 11) . . .  12 2,533 4,424 36.4 63.6 
Intermediate appellate courts (Table 12) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - 19 24,089 18,480 56.6 43.4 

Total for all appellate courts in states with intermediate appellate courts . . . . .  12 16,381 13,764 54.3 45.7 

T o t a l  f o r  all appellate courts in all 'states' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  34 21,804 17,767 55.1 44.9 
5,423 4,003 57.5 42.5 Courts of last resort in 'states' without intermediate appellate courts (Table 11) . 22 

Note: The Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas courts of last resort have exclusive jurisdiction over criminal appeals in the appellate 
courts. 
intermediate appellate courts. 

The totals for all appellate courts include only 'states' with data from all appellate courts in the state. 

This is the reason for the high proportion of criminal appeals in the courts of last resort in states with 
The Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas intermediate appellate courts hear only civil matters. 
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t i o n a l  c o u r t s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  more 
complete  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  break- 
downs. When such  i n f o r m a t i o n  is 
a v a i l a b l e ,  these t a b l e s  shou ld  pro- 
v i d e  a b r o a d e r  basis f o r  a s s e s s i n g  
the  k i n d s  o f  cases handled by ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
tables may pe rmi t  t r a c k i n g  o f  case 
t y p e s  from t r i a l  c o u r t s  through ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  T h i s  t r a c k i n g  would 
assist i n  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  impact  on 
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  c a s e l o a d s  o f  legis-  
l a t i v e  o r  p r o c e d u r a l  changes t h a t  
a f fec t  the  h a n d l i n g  o f  c i v i l  o r  
c r i m i n a l  matters i n  t r i a l  c o u r t s .  

Tine i n t e r v a l  data f o r  appe l -  
l a t e  c o u r t s  (Table  13) .  T h i s  table  
p r e s e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
t h e  time n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o c e s s  a n  
ame l l a t e  case. Because there was 

least  5 y e a r s  o f  data. For t h e  31 
c o u r t s  of l a s t  r e s o r t  d i s p l a y e d ,  
there was a 34.3 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  
cases f i l e d  from 1972 t o  1976. I n  
t h e  1 9  c o u r t s  o f  las t  r e s o r t  t h a t  
d i s p l a y e d  data f o r  1967 th rough  
1976, t h e  t o t a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  c a s e l o a d  
was 52.5 p e r c e n t .  The 1 9  interme- 
d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  r e p o r t i n g  
data had a 48.8 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  
cases f i l e d  from 1972 through 1976. 
I n  t h e  12 i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  r e p o r t i n g  data f o r  1967 
through 1976,  t o t a l  f i l i n g s  i n c r e a s e d  
134.6 p e r c e n t .  

Table  15 d i s p l a y s  t h e  year- to-  
y e a r  i n c r e a s e  i n  f i l i n g s  i n  appel-  
l a t e  c o u r t s .  Most o f  t h e  c o u r t s  
d i s p l a y e d  have r e p o r t e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  
case f i l i n g s  each yea r .  

I *  ~ 

v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  beg inn ing  e v e n t  General conclusions 
r e p o r t e d ,  t h e  ' s ta tes '  i n  t h e  table 
are grouped a c c o r d i n g  t o  beg inn ing  
even t .  The times d i s p l a y e d  a re  from 
t h e  beg inn ing  e v e n t  t o  b r i e f s  f i l e d ,  
beg inn ing  e v e n t  t o  argument o r  
submiss ion ,  argument o r  submiss ion  
t o  d e c i s i o n  announced, and beg inn ing  
e v e n t  t o  d e c i s i o n  announced. The 
most common s t a t i s t i c  used was the 
mean. If a s t a t e  r e p o r t e d  a mean 
and median v a l u e ,  b o t h  are  d i s p l a y e d .  

The case p r o c e s s i n g  times re- 
p o r t e d  by t h e  ' s t a t e s '  were q u i t e  
v a r i e d .  I n  t h e  s i x  c o u r t s  of l a s t  
r e s o r t  r e p o r t i n g ,  t he  a v e r a g e  time 
f o r  t o t a l  cases from n o t i c e  o f  ap- 
p e a l  t o  d e c i s i o n  announced ranged 
from 276 days  t o  552 d a y s ,  w i t h  t h e  
three ' s ta tes '  w i t h o u t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
appe l l a t e  c o u r t s  hav ing  h i g h e r  ave r -  
ages than  t h e  three s ta tes  w i t h  i n -  
termediate a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s .  I n  t h e  
i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  t h e  
a v e r a g e  time f o r  t o t a l  cases from 
n o t i c e  of  a p p e a l  t o  d e c i s i o n  an- 
nounced ranged from 169 days  t o  531 
days.  

F i l i n g s  i n  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  
1967-76 ( T a b l e s  1 4  and 15) .  Takle 
1 4  d i s p l a y s  t r e n d  data f o r  t o t a l  
cases f i l e d  from 1967 through 1976 
i n  t h o s e  c o u r t  sys t ems  r e p o r t i n g  a t  

The f a c t o r s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  i n -  
t r o d u c t i o n  warn t h e  r e a d e r  a g a i n s t  
drawing c o n c l u s i o n s  o r  making gener- 
a l i z a t i o n s  based on d a t a  from these 
a p p e l l a t e  t a b l e s .  V a r i a t i o n s  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  p e r i o d s ,  c o u r t  o rgan iza -  
t i o n ,  s u b j e c t  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  cases, and t h e  com- 
p l e t e n e s s  and a c c u r a c y  o f  d a t a  make 
c r o s s - j u r i s d i c t i o n  comparisons ex- 
t r eme ly  d i f f i c u l t .  

drawn from t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  
tables:  I n  b o t h  c o u r t s  o f  l a s t  re- 
s o r t  and i n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s ,  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  cases 
pending a t  t h e  end o f  1976 i n c r e a s e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o v e r  t h e  number pendk 
i n g  a t  t h e  end o f  1975. Using t h e  
r e p o r t e d  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  ( T a b l e  11, 
end pending cases for c o u r t s  o f  l a s t  
r e s o r t  a p p e a r  t o  have i n c r e a s e d  by 
15.7 p e r c e n t ;  f o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  ap- 
p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  by 15.0 p e r c e n t .  
While t h e  p e r c e n t  change i n  t h e  es t i -  
mated pending caseload i s  high,  i t  is  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  n o t e  t h a t  bo th  the  pe r -  
c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  r e p o r t e d  pending 
c a s e l o a d  f o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s  and the  t o t a l  f o r  a l l  appel-  
l a t e  c o u r t s  f o r  1976 have  dec reased  
from t h e  1975  values. 

One g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  c a n  be  
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1 -able 13: Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Courts grouped by beginning event point. Beginning event to briefs filed, to argument or submission, and 
to decision announced. Argument or submission to decision announced. Type of cases included and 
statistic type (mean or median). 

Sta te  and cour t  t i t l e  

Courts of l a s t  r e s o r t  

D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia-<:ourt o f  Appeals........... 
Iowa--Supreme Court.............................. 

Kansas-Supre- Court................ ............ 
Minnesota-Supreme Court......................... 
New Jersey-Supreme Court........................ 

Oregon-Supreme Court............................ 
Washington--Suprere court........................ 

4lasb--Supreme Court............................ 
Hawaii--Supreme Court............................ 

*pminq--S.preme Co.rr ........................... 
Arbnsa;--S.prerm CaLrr.......................... 

M r y l e n a - - ~ " . r r  Of &~,CdI~ ....................... 
Mossa:n~serr;--S.~r~no ..a.:ia Court  ............ 
M.ssissi ip i - -Srcrene Co.rr ...................... 
he. .erse f--S,prene Court.. ...................... 
b e w  Mexico--Supreme Co.rr ........................ 
lnterned la te  appe l la te  courts 

he. .er~ep-,4ppe ate : uzsion ot Superior Co.rt. 

I."* '.lexi:o--Cobrt ot Appea 5 ..................... 

Oregon--Court o f  Appeals ......................... 
Washington--Court o f  Appeals--All divisions...... 

D i v i s i o n  ...................................... 
D i v i s i o n  I I  .................................... 
D i v i s i o n  ...................................... 

Massachusstts--Appeais Court  ..................... 
Michigan--Court o f  Appeals....................... 

Texas--Court of  C i v i l  Appeals.................... 
Georg ia -Cour t  o f  Appeals ........................ 
Maryland-<our? o f  Special Appeals............... 
New Jersey-Appe l la te  D iv is ion  of Super ior  Court. 

Type o f  case 

Number of days o f  
Beginni "9 Beginning Beginning Argument or Beginning s ta t -  

event 

t o t a i  cases 
C i V I i  

p r i o r i t y  c i v i i  
cr iminal  
t o t a l  cas*s 

c i v i l  
Criminal 
t o t a l  cases 

t o t a l  cases 

t o t a l  =a585 

t o t a l  cases 
t o t a l  ca5e5 

no t ice  o f  appea I 
no t ice  of appeal 
no t ice  of appeai 
no t ics  of appeal 
no t ice  o f  appeal 
not ice of appeal 
no t ice  of appea i 
no t ice  o f  appeal 
not ice o f  appeai or 

no t ice  O f  appeai m 
grant ing c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

grant ing c e r t i f i c a i o n  
no t ice  o f  appeal 
no t ice  of  appeal 

event event t o  submission event t o  
t o  b r i e f s  argument oc t o  decis ion decis ion 

f i l e d  submission announced announced - 
204 305 127 432 mean 
262t 805 13 878 mean 
262t 326 58 384 mean 
290t 351 55 406 mean 
278t 491 61 552 mean 
305t 413 52 522 mean 

503 mean 360t 464 40 
N/A 332 122 454 mean 

79t 198 I39 333 mean 

48t N /A I08 290 median 
166t N/A N/A 216 mean 
125t 247 I52 400 mean 

t o t a l  cases no t ice  o f  appeai i 0 7 t  N /A 183 N/A me- 
t o t a l  cases f i i l n g  of  appeal . N/A 329 I33 N/A median 

665 mean c iv i i - - regu la r  op in lon  f i i i n g  o f  appeal N/A N/A N/A 
civIl--mworandun op in lon  f i l i n g  of appeal N/A N /A N/A 543 mean 

503 mean cr iminal-regular op in ion  f i i i n g  of appeal N/A N/A N/A 
criminal--menorandm 

other--regular op in ion  f i i i n g  of appeal N /A N/A N/A 196 mean 
opinion f i i i n g  of appeal N/A N/A N /A 491 mean 

t o t a l  cas85 f i l i n q  o f  appeal N/A N/A N/A 302 mean 
c i v i l  f i i I ng of  record N/A 152 29 181 mean 
c r  i m i  ma i t i  i ing o f  record N/A 127 19 146 mean 
t o t a l  ca*e* d ispos i t ion  i n  lower court  N/A 256 34 290 mean 

230 mean t u t a i  cases en t ry  N/A 140 91 
t o t a i  ca*e* f i I i ng o f  record N/A 341 33 379 m a n  

552 mean t o t a l  case5 Judgment I n  lower Court N/A 519 33 
t o t a l  cases judgment be low 190t 309 139 444 m a n  
t o t a l  cases doc ka t  i nq 145t 238 54 292 m e a n  

t o t a l  cas** 
t o t a l  case5 
cr im ina l  and ch i ld ren 's  
t o r t 5  
admin is t ra t i ve  appeals 
worknen's compensation 
c r im ina l  IBernal l  I l o  

new appel late rules-- 
County) 

cr iminal  and ch i ld ren 's  

c r im ina l  ( B e r n a l i l l o  
County) 

new appei i a t e  ru les - -  

t o t a l  cas85 
t o t a l  cases 
t o t a l  ca585 
t o t a l  cases 

t o t a l  cas*s 
t o t a i  case5 
c i v i l  
cr iminal  
C i Y i l  

cr imina I 
t o t a l  cases 
t o t a l  cases 
t o t a l  cases 
t o t a l  cases 

no t ice  of  appeai 
no t ice  O f  appeal 
no t ice  o f  appeai 
" O t i c €  of  appeal 
no t ice  of  appeal 
no t ice  of appeai 

no t ice  of  appeal 

not ice O f  appeai 

no t ice  o f  appeai 
no t ice  of  appeal 
oo t i  ce of appea i 
no t ice  o f  appeal 
no t ice  of appea i 
no t ice  of appeal 

224t 368 21 395 
196t N/4 15 386 
167 N/A N/A 242 
159 V/A N/A 213 
102 N/A N/A 234 
147 N/A N/A 257 

1% N/A N/A 213 

I02 N/A N/A I40 

105 N/A N/A 146 
126t N/A N /A I69 
192t 458 13 53 I 
152t N/A 61 N/A 
204t N/A 55 N/A 
I98 t  N/A 92 N/A 

e n t r y  N/A 245t 112t 351 
f i i i n g  Of appeal 225t N/A 79 t  N/A 
f i l i n g  o f  appeal 265t N/A 6 5 t  N/A 
f i I ing O f  appeal 206t N/A 65 t  N/A 
f i l i n g  o f  dppeei 245t N/A 48t N/A 
f i l i n g  o f  appeal N/A N/A N/A I68 
N/A N/A N/A 30-45 N/A 
d ispos i t ion  in  lowr cour t  N/A 195 31 232 
judgment below 272t 415 21  442 

mean 

median 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 

mea " 
w n  

mean 
mean 
mean 
median 
median 
median 

- 

mean 
mean 
- 
mean 
median 
median 
mean 

mean 
mean 

mean 

- 
Note: Timss are o f ten  given i n  mnths, f rac t ions  o f  months. or months and day. F o r  comparabi l i ty .  these were converted t o  days by us ing  30.5 days per month. 

Data on t h i s  t a b l e  a re  apparent ly f o r  appeais decided on the mer i ts  a f t e r  a f u l l  review by t h e  court, although t h i s  f a c t  i s  not usua l ly  w d e  e x p l i c i t  i n  
the source documents. The data tor the WaShIngton Supreme Court  are on ly  fo r  appeals f i l e d  d i r e c t l y  w i th  the court, and not f o r  appeals certified or 
t rans fer red  from the intermediate appel late court. The New Jersey Supreme Court data include, as ~ e i l  as regular appeais, some cases i n  which the  
decis ion on the meri ts i s  made pursuant t o  the argument a5 t o  whether the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  should be granted. 

N/A = This case t y p  i s  handled by the  court, blrt t h e  data are unavailable. 

tFor the  ti- the b r i e f s  are f i l e d ,  the fo l low ing  events were ~ 5 e d :  
Heady f o r  sutmissian--lowa Supreme Court A t  issue--Oregon Supreme Court 
Readiness--Kansas Supreme Court 
Date perfected--New Jersey Supreme Court Oregon Court of Appeals 

NBU Mexico Supreme Court  

Michigan Court of  Appeals Washington Supreme Court 
New Jersey Appel late D i v i s i o n  of Superior Court 
Washington Court o f  Appeals For the  t im o f  argument or subrnisslon, the  fo l low ing  events were used: 

Consideration--Mnassachusetts Appeais Cwrt 
Hearing--Michigan Court  o f  Appeals 
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Table 14: Filed cases for appellate courts. 1967.1976 . 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data . 

State 
S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t l e  p o p u l a t i m  Cases f I led  

in thousands 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 

Cwrts of last reswt 

California.. S u p r e m C o u r t  ....... 21. 522 2. 716 2. 959 3. 322 3. 400 3. 179 3. 238 3. 139 3.513 3. 668 3.704 
Pennsylvania-Supreme Cour t  ..... 11. 802 1.424 1.387 1. 607 1.696 1. 736 
Ohlo.. Supreme Cour t  ............. 10. 690 905 1. 001 1. 144 1.203 1. 323 1. 479 
Michigan-- Supreme Cour t  ......... 9.113 361 450 544 504 708 658 811 957 974 1. 045 
New Jersey-Supreme Cour t  ....... 7. 339 160 142 I39 170 195 I 69 173 I83 221 232 
Vi rq in ia -Supremecour t  ......... 5. 052 1. 270 1. 248 1. 185 1. 380 1. 329 1. 398 1. 249 1.256 1. 526 1. 672 
Missouri-Supreme Cour t  ......... 4. 787 1.046 846 815 1. 036 1. 187 998 587 1. 039 904 1.170 
Wisconsln.. Supreme Court ........ 4.610 4 55 494 555 502 607 656 709 
Tennessee-Supreme Court  ........ 4.254 399 194 191 205 213 209 205 266 327 24 6 
Maryiand.-Co u r t  o f  Appeals ...... 4.125 714 435 411 437 489 403 418 504 250 173 

Louisiana-Supreme Cour t  ........ 3.875 515 532 MI 7 55 863 1. 044 1.083 1. 258 1. 606 1. 762 
Minnesota.. Supreme Cour t  ........ 3. 954 525 578 63 I 576 584 603 677 781 921 91 I 

Washington-Supreme Court  ....... 3. 61 I 450 414 426 497 504 589 
Kentucky-Supreme Cour t  ......... 3. 436 862 843 960 1.153 1. 113 1. 144 1. 160 1. 142 1.225 833+ 
Puer to  Rlco-Supreme Court  ...... 3. 214 878 995 1. 071 1.083 1. 204 
Oklahoma-STATE TOTAL ........... 2. 770 409p 489p 1. 339 I .  357 1. 235 1. 281 1. 421 1. 578 1.806 1. 998 

Supreme Cour t  ................. .. €44 726 433 328‘ 702 735 992 1. 019 

Colorado-Supreme Cour t  ......... 2. 575 €40 574 620 568‘ 514 517 606 61 1 553 651 
MI ssi .. i p p i  .. Supreme Cour t  ...... 2. 365 4 62 455 563 626 601 613 780 

Court  o f  C r im ina l  Appeals ..... - 409 489 69 5 63 I 802 773 719 843 814 979 

Oregon-Supremr Cour t  ........... 2.326 61 2 629 458” 432 558 607 553 667 750 973 
Kansas-Supreme Court  ........... 2. 299 3 m  341 542 368 433 
A r  i zona-Supreme Court  .......... 2. 249 444 3 5  556 679 697 67 7 €86 749 890 1. 023 
Nebraska.. Supreme Cour t  ......... 1. 552 320 321 322 362 474 446 546 464 571 716 

Rhode island.. Supreme Cour t  ..... 936 325 349 545 355 422 

New Hampshire.. Supreme Court .... 827 138 I44 in 1 39 186 188 240 270 288 273 
Montana-Supreme Court  .......... 755 189 197 236 239 269 299 409 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia-Court of 

Appeais 452 613 796 980 1. 128 1. 221 1.342 ..................... 700 
Nevada-Supreme Cour t  ........... 613 246 288 319 396 306 375 392 434 5% 806 

New Mexico-Supreme Court  ....... 1. 172 33 1 244 255 218 240 295 298 433 M O  558 

Idaho-SLpreme Court  ............ 833 182 I55 24 3 252 337 295 

Delaware.. Supreme Cour t  ......... 582 I37 129 20 1 198 176 250 247 255 273 341 

l n t e r m d i a t e  a p p i  l a t e  c o u r t s  

Calltwnia.. Courts a t  Appeai .... 21. 522 5. 262 6. 121 6.530 7. 721 8.327 8.194 8. 806 9. 418 9. 936 IO. 312 
Texas.& u r t s  of C i v i l  Appeals .. 12. 599 1. 199 1. 133 1.153 1. 228 1. 328 1.397 1. 332 i.502 1. 7 4  1. 824 
Pennsylvania.. STATE TOTAL ....... 11. 802 3. 780 4. 474 3. 916 5. 023 6. 067 

S u p e r i w  Cour t  ................ - 2. 433 2. 670 2. 203 2. 996 3. 631 
Commonwealth Cour t  ............ .. 1. 547 1.804 1. 713 2. 027 2. 436 

Ill inois.. Appe l l a te  Court  ....... 11. 193 1. 402 1. 504 1. 691 1. 856 2. 493 3.020 3. 044 3.259 4. 135 3. 973 
Ohio-Court o f  Appeals .......... IO. 690 3. 798 4.31 I 4. 909 5. M 3  6. 869 7. 204 
Michlgan.-Co u r t o t A p p e a l s  ...... 9.113 1. 795 1.894 1.99 2.214 2.336 2.799 3. 076 3.579 4. 435 4. 144 
New Jersey.. Appe l l a te  D i v i s i o n  

a f S u p e r i o r C o v r t  ........... 7.339 1. 598 1. 845 2.067 2. 449 2. 746 3. 583 3. 883 3. 801 4. 383 4. 819 
M i s s a u r i - C o u r t  o t  Appeals ...... 4. 787 702 703 573 660 758 1. 097 1. 616 1. 405 1. 552 I .  805 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL .......... 4. 234 MI 811 am 863 859 1. 042 1. 092 1. 016 I .  279 1. 350 

Cour t  o t  Appeals .............. . 4yI 400 430 488 4 52 498 494 485 649 694 
Court  o t  Cr i rn lnal  Appeals ..... _- 67 411 430 37 5 4 07 544 598 531 630 636 

Mary i and-Court ot Spec1 a I 

Louisiana.. Cour t s  of  Appeal ..... 3. 875 1. 336 I .  430 1. 406 1. 416 1.455 1. 573 1. 589 1. 579 2. 020 2. 189 

Oklahoma-Court of Appeals ...... 2. 770 .. .. - - 445 472 365 406 327 418 
Colorado.. Court  of Appeals ...... 2. 575 - .. - 373 616 4 26 461 444 858 915 
Oregon.-Co u r t  of Appeals ........ 2. 326 .. .. 563 577 622 766 843 1. 046 1.539 1. 847 
A r  1 zona-Court of Appea I s  ....... 2. 249 526 599 67 1 805 783 875 921 1. 321 1. 725 2.017 
New Mexico.4 o u r t  o f  Appeals .... 1. 172 108 152 168 168 232 235 318 475 514 446 

Note: For inclusion m t h1s  t a b l e  a cas8 is  def ined as any appeal . any original proceeding . OT any rq-t to appeal . The except ions t o  t h i s  are: F w  the  

Appeals ..................... 4. 125 339 382 500 593 729 726 860 980 1. 154 1. 384 

Washington.. Court  of Appeals .... 3. 611 937 I. 243 I. 244 I. 541 I. 819 I. 777 

New Jersey. Tennessee. Maryland. M i s s i s s i p p i  . Idaho. and D l S t r I c t  o f  Columbia cou r t s  o t  l a s t  r e s o r t  and M lssour l  and Maryland In te rmed ia te  a p p e l l a t e  
courts.  t h e  numbers represent appeals t i l e d  . The numbers are t o t a l  cases wl thou t  super ln tend lng  c o n t r o l  and d i s c i p l i n a r y  cases for t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  
Supreme Court; t o t a l  cases p l u s  other proceedings t o r  t he  Missour i  Supreme Cuurt; appeals . c r i g i n a l  act ions.  and d l S c I p I i n a r y  cases f o r  t h e  WisconSIn 
Supreme Court; and appeals and o the r  r a t t e r s  tw t h e  Rhode I s land  Supreme Court  . The data fw t h e  Delaware Supreme Cour t  a re  tor t h e  flscal year; 
elsewhere In t h i s  report .  Delaware t l s c a l  year data have been mmbined to nab calendar yaw data . 

Blank space = Not enough ln fo rma t lon  i s  known . 
- =  Not applicable . 
PData were not a w l  l a b l e  tor a1 I c o u r t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  . 
‘Indicates t h e  year t h e  lntermedlate a p p e l l a t e  cou r t  began opera t i on  . 
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Table 15: Number and percent change in filed cases year to year for appellate courts. 1967.1976 . 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data . 

State popu- Number and percent chanqe I n  cases f l l e d  
I a t i m  I n  
thousands 1967 t o  1968 1968 t o  1969 1969 t o  1970 1970 t o  1971 1971 t o  1972 1972 t o  1973 1973 t o  1974 1974 t o  1975 1975 t o  1976 State and cour t  t i t l e  

C a r t s  of l a s t  resQt 

Californla.. Supreme Court ..... 21. 522 243( 8.9%) 363( 12.3%) 78( 2.3%) -221( -5.5%) 59( 1.9%) -99( -3.1%) 374L 11.9%) 155( 4.4%) 36( 1.0%) 
Pennsylvania.. Supreme Court ... 11.802 -37( -2.6%) 220( 15.9%) 89( 5.5%) 40( 2.4%) 
Ohlo-Supreme Court ........... 10. 690 96( 10.6%) 143( 14.3%) 59( 5.2%) 120( 10.0%) 156( 11.8%) 
Mlchigan.. Supreme Court ....... 9. 113 89( 24-78] 94( 20.9%) -40( -7.4%) 204( 40.5%) -50( -7.1%) 153( 23.3%) 146( 18.0%) 17( 1-88> 71( 7.3%) 
New Jersey-Supreme Court ..... 7. 339 -l8(-Il.Z%) -3( -2.1%) 31( 22.3%) 25( 14.7%) -26(-13.3%) 4( 2.4%) 101 5.8%) 38( %8%) I I (  5.0%) 
Virginia.. Supreme Court ....... 5. 052 -22( -1.7%) -63( -5.0%) 195( 16.5%) -51( -3.7%) 69( 5.2%) -149(-10.7%) 7( 0.6%) 270( 21-58] 146( 9.6%) 
Mlssouri.. Supreme Court ....... 4. 787 -200(-19.1%) -3l(  -3.7%) 221( 27.1%) 151( 14.65) -189(-15.9%) -6Il(-61.2%) 652(168.5%) -l35(-13.0%) 266( 29.4%) 
Wlscons In.. Supreme C w r t  ...... 4. 610 39( 8.6%) 61( 12.3%) -53( -9.5%) 105( 20.9%) 49( 8.1%) 53( 8.1%) 
Tennessee-Supreme Court ...... 4. 234 -205(-51.4%) -3( -1.5%) 14( 7.38) 8( 3.9%) -4( -1.9%) -4( -1.9%) 61( 29.8%) 61( 22.9%) -81(-24.8%) 
Maryland.< our t  of Appeals .... 4. 125 -279(-39.1%) -24( -5.5%) 26( 6.3%) 52( 11.9%) -86(-17.6%) -55(-13.6%) -441-12.69) -54(-17.8%) -77(-30.8%) 
Minnesota.. Supreme Court ...... 3. 954 53( 10.1%) 53( 9.2%) -55( -8.7%) 8( 1.4%) 19( 3.3%) 74( 12.5%) 104( 15.4%) 140( 17.91) -IO( -1 .1%)  
Loulslana-Supreme Court ...... 3. 875 17( 3.3%) 69( 13.0%) 154( 25.6%) 108( 14.3%) 181( 21.0%) 39( 3.7%) 175( 16.2%) 348( 27.7%) I % (  9.7%) 
Washlnqton.. Supreme Court ..... 3. 611 -36( -8.0%) 12( 2.9%) 71( 16.7%) 7( 1.4%) 85( 16-91) 
Kentucky-Suprem Court ....... 3. 436 -19( 4 - 2 1 >  117( 13.9%) 193( 20.1%) -40( -3.5%) 31( 2.8%) 16( 1.4%) -IS( -1.6%) 83( 7.3%) -392(-32.0%) 
Puerto Rlco-Supreme Court .... 3. 214 117( 13.3%) 76( 7.6%) 12( 1.1%) 121( 11.2%) . 
Oklahoma.. STATE TOTAL ......... 2.770 NC Nc 18( 1.3%) -122( -9.01) 46( 3.7%) 140( 10.9%) 157( 11.0%) 228( 14.41) 192( 10.6%) 

Supreme Court ............... .. 82( 12.7%) -293(-40.41) 75( 17.3%) 194( 38.2%)* 33( 4.7%) 257( 35.0%) 27( 2.7%) 
Court of Crimlnal Appeals ... - 80( 19.6%) 2 W  42.1%) -a( -9.2%) 1711 27.1%) -29( -3.6%) -54( -7.0%) 124( 17.2%) -29( -3.4%) 165( 20.3%) 

Colorado.. SuDreme Court ....... 2.575 -66(-10.3%) 46( 8.0%) -52( -8.4%) -24( -4.2%)* -27( -5.0%) 89( 17.2%) 5( 0.8%) -58( -9.5%) 98( 17.7%) 

18( 2.7%) -2O( -2.9%) 
112( 30.9%) -28( -5.9%) 
22( l O . I % )  55( 22.9%) 

Mlssisslppl-Supreme Court .... 2. 365 -7( -1.5%) 108( 23.7%) 63( 11.2%) -25( -4.0%) 12( 2.0%) 167( 27.2%) 
Oregon.. Supreme Court ......... 2. 326 17( 2.8%) -171(-27.2%) -26( -5.7%)* 126( 29.29) 49( 8.8%) -54( -8.92) 114( 20.6%) 83( 12.4%) 223( 29.7%) 
Kansas.. Supreme Court ......... 
Arizona.. Supreme Court ........ 2. 249 61( 13.7%) 5l( 10.1%) 123( 22.11) 
Nebraska.. Supreme Court ....... I. 552 I (  0.3%) 1 (  0.3%) 40( 12.4%) 
New Mexlco.. Supreme Court ..... 1. 172 -87(-26.3%) I I (  4.51) -37(-14.5%) 
Rhode Island.. Supreme Court ... 936 
Idaho.. Supreme Court .......... 833 
New Hampshire.. Supreme Court .. 827 6( 4.3%) IO( 6.981 -15( -9.7%) 
Montana.. Supreme Court ........ 755 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia-Caurt of 

Appeals ................... 700 
Nevada.. Supremr Court ......... 613 42( 17.1%) 31( 10.8%) 77( 24.1%) 
Delaware-Supreme Court ....... 582 -8( -5.8%) 72( 55.8%) -3( -1.5%) 

ln ternedlate appel la te  courts 

Callfwnia.-C our ts  of Appeal .. 21. 522 859( 16.3%) 409( 6.7%)1,191( 18.2%) 
Texas-+ourts of C l v l I  Appeals 12. 595 -66( -5.5%) 20( 1.8%) 75( 6.5%) 
Pennsylvania.. STATE TOTAL ..... 11.802 

Super lw Court - 

2. 295 

.............. 

-27(-14.8%) 

8( 4.2%) 39( 19.8%) 

161( 35.61) 183( 29.9%) 
-90(-22.7%) 69( 22.521 
-22(-ll.l%) 74( 42.0%) 

47( 33.8%) 2( 1.1%) 

-27( -7.3%) 
9( 1.3%) 

loo( 22.4%) 
3( I . O % )  
24( 7-41> 
88( 56.8%) 
52( 27.7%) 
3( 1.3%) 

I (  0.3%) 
63( 9.2%) 
-62(-11.4%) 
135( 45.3%) 
-4( . l .I%) .. 

9( 3.7%) 
30( 12.5%) 
30( 12.6%) 

26( 7.6%) 
141( 18.8%) 

67( 15.5%) 
87( 18.0%) 

IO( 2.9%) 
55( 21.82) 

30c 11.2%) 
IS( 6.7%) 

70( 19.0%) 
133( 14.9%) 
145( 25.4%) 
58( 11.6%) 
67( 18.9%) 
-12( -3.9%) 
-15( -5.2%) 
l l O (  36.8%) 

184( 23.1%) 148( 15.1%) 93( 8.2%) 121( 9.91) 
17( 4.5%) 42( 10.7%) 122( 28.1%) 250( 45.0%) 
-3( -1.2%) 8( 3-21) IS( 7.1%) 68( 24.9%) 

612( 7.5%) 612( 6.9%) 518( 5.5%) 376( 3.8%) 
-65( -4.7%) 170( 12.8%) 262( 17.4%) 60( 3.4%) 
694( 18-45) -558(-12.5%) 1. 107( 28.3%) 1. 044( 20.8%) 
237( 9.7%) -467(-17.5%) 793( 36.0%) 635( 21.2%) 

Camonwealth Court .......... .. 457( 33.9%) -91( -5.0%) 314( 18.3%) 409( 20.25) 
Illinois.. Appellate Court ..... 11. 193 102( 7-31) 187( 12.4%) 165( 9.8%) 643( 34.6%) 521( 20.8%) 24( 0.8%) 215( 7.11) 876( 26.9%) -162( -3.9%) 

Mlchigan.4 ourt Of Appeals .... 9.113 99( 5-51] 65( 3.4%) 255( 13.0%) 122( 5.5%) 463( 19.8%) 277( 9.9%) 503( 16.41) 856( 23.9%) 109( 2.51) 
New Jersey.. Appellate D l v l s l o n  

of Superior Court ......... 7. 339 247( 15.5%) 222( 12.0%) 382( 18.5%) 297( 12.1%) 837( 30.5%) 300( 8.41) -82( -2.1%1 582( 15.3%) 436( 9.9%) 
Mlssour I -Cour t  of Appeals .... 4. 787 I (  0.1%) -130(-18.5%) 87( 15.2%) 98( 14.8%) 339( 44.7%) 519L 47.3%) -211(-13.1%) l47( 10.5%) 253( 16.3%) 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL ........ 4. 234 310( 61.9%) 49( 6.0%) 3( 0.3%) -4( -0.5%) 183( 21.3%) 50( 4.8%) -76( -7.0%) 26% 25.9%) 51( 4.0%) 

Ohlo.-C o u r t  of Appeals ........ 10.690 513( 13.5%) 598( 13.9%) 594( 12.1%) 1. 366( 24.81) 335( 4.9%) 

Court of Appeals ............ 
Cour t  of Criminal Appeals ... 

Maryland.< o u r t  of Special 
Appeals ................... 

Lou i s  I ana-Courts of  Appa I ... 
Washlngton-Court of Appeals .. 
Okiahoma-Court of Appeals .... 
Colorado.-C o u r t  of Appeals .... 
Oregon-Court o f  Appea 1s ...... 
A r  I zona.< o u r t  of Appea I s ..... 
New Mexlco-Court o f  Appeals .. 

. 

. 
4. 125 

3. 611 
2. 770 
2. 575 
2. 326 
2. 249 
I. 172 

3. 875 

-34( -7.8%) 30( 7.5%) 58( 13.5%) -36( -7.4%) 46( 10.21) -4( -0.8%) -9( -1.8%) 164( 33.8%) 
344(513.4%) 19( 4.6%) -55(-12.8S) 32( 8.5%) 137('33.7%) 54( 9.9%) -67(-11.2%) 99( 18.6%) 

43( 12.7%) 118( 30.9%) 93( 18.6%) 136( 22.9%) -3( -0.4%) 154( 21.2%) loo( 11.4%) 174( 17.8%) 
94( 7.0%) -24( -1.7%) IO( 0.7%) 39( 2.8%) 118( 8.1%) 16( 1.0%) -IO( -0.61) 441( 27.9%) . 
- - - - 306( 32.7%) I (  0.1%) 297( 23.9%) 278( 18.0%) 
- .. .. .. 27( 6.1%) -107(-22.7%) 4 l (  11.2%) -79(-19.5%) 
- - .. 243( 65.1%) -190(-30.8%) 42( 9.9%) -24( -5.1%) 414( 93.2%) 

14( 2.5%) 45( 7.8%) 144( 23.22) 77( 10.1%) 203( 24.1%) 49% 47.1%) 
73( 13.9%) 72( 12.0%) 134( 20.0%) -22( -2.7%) 92( 11.7%) 46( 5.3%) 400( 43.4%) 404( 30.6%) 
44( 40.7%) 16( 10.5%) O (  0.01) 64( 38.1%) 3(  1.35) 83( 35.3%) 157( 49.4%) 39( 8.2%) 

45( 6.9%) 
6( 1.0%) 

230( 19.9%) 
169( 8.4%) 
-42( -2.3%) 
91( 27.8%) 
57( 6.6%) 

308( 20.05) 
292( 16.9%) 
-68(-13.2%) 

Note: For Inclusion on t h i s  tab le a case i s  defined as any appeal . any a l g l n a l  pmceedlng . or any request t o  appeal . The exceptions t o  t h i s  are:  For the 
New Jersey. Tennessee. Maryland. M I s s I ~ s I p p i  . Idaho. and D l s t r i c t  of Columbia courts of last  resor t  and Missouri and Maryland Intermediate appellate 
courts. the numbers represent appeals f i l e d  . 
Supreme Court; t o t a l  cases plus other praeedings for  the Missowl  Supreme Court; appeals. a l g l n a l  actlons. and d isc ip l inary  cases for  the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court; and appeals and other m t t e r s  for  the Rhode is land Supreme Court . The data for the Delaware Supreme Court are tor  the f i s c a l  year; 
elsewhere in t h i s  report. Oelanare f lsca l  year data have been comblned t o  make calendar y e a  data . 

The numbers are t o t a l  cases wlthout superintending m n t r o l  and d l s c l p l l n a r y  cases for the Cai i torn la  

Blank space = Not enough information Is known . 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete w inmmparable data . Computatlrn of the number was deemed inappropriate if the d i v i s o r  was less than 10 . 
.. = Not appl icable . 
*indicates the year the intermediate appellate court began operation . 
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Trial court summary statistics 

This  s e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  tables  
t h a t  d i s p l a y  the 1976 s ta t i s t ica l  
d a t a  from t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t s .  The 
data canno t  be found i n  pub l i shed  
annua l  r e p o r t s  a l o n e .  A l l  pub l i shed  
annua l  r e p o r t s  and o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  
documents from t h e  50 s ta tes ,  t h e  
District o f  Columbia, and P u e r t o  Rico 
were used. Unpublished d a t a  provided 
by s ta te  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  or 
other o f f i c i a l s  were a l s o  used. 

number o f  'states' w i t h  t r i a l  c o u r t  
d a t a  d i s p l a y e d  has  i n c r e a s e d  from 44 
s ta tes  and the Distr ic t  o f  Colum- 
b i a  i n  1975 t o  a l l  50 s ta tes ,  t h e  
District  o f  Columbia, and P u e r t o  
Rico. The number of c o u r t s  d i s -  
played has  i n c r e a s e d  g r e a t l y  o v e r  
1975. The major r eason  f o r  t h e  i n -  
crease h a s  been t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  
s ta t i s t ics  from l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s .  Court  systems tha t  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  1975 annua l  
r e p o r t  have provided more d a t a  as 
s ta te  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  became 
aware o f  the  NCSP d a t a  needs.  
S e v e r a l  s ta tes  t h a t  submi t t ed  no 
data f o r  the 1975 r e p o r t  have 
changed o r  improved t h e i r  data sys -  
tems t o  t h e  e x t e n t  that they  cou ld  
p r o v i d e  1976 d a t a .  

Tr ia l  c o u r t  data r e c e i v e d  from 
' s ta tes '  are g e n e r a l l y  more de- 
t a i l ed  and easier t o  i n t e r p r e t  t han  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  d a t a .  However, some 
ve ry  s p e c i f i c  problems p r e v e n t  com- 
p a r i s o n s  of t h e  d a t a  p re sen ted  i n  
t h i s  r e p o r t .  These problems are (1) 
t h e  lack o f  a uniform case c lass i f i -  
c a t i o n ;  (2 )  t h e  lack o f  complete  
d a t a  r e p o r t e d  by the c o u r t s ;  ( 3 )  
q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  the v a l i d i t y  
of data c o l l e c t e d ,  both pub l i shed  
and unpub l i shed ;  and ( 4 )  v a r i a t i o n s  
i n  the s u b j e c t  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n  
of t h e  c o u r t s .  

The f irst  problem i n  comparing 
d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  from t r i a l  c o u r t s  is 
t h e  lack o f  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  case clas- 
s i f i c a t i o n  and u n i t  o f  case count .  
Both t h e  case categories and t h e  da- 

I n  t h i s  1976 annua l  r e p o r t  t h e  

t a  c lass i f ied i n  t h e  case c a t e g o r i e s  
v a r y  from s ta te  t o  s ta te .  Under t h e  
case c a t e g o r y  o f  law, f o r  example, 
one s t a t e  may u s e  t he  term % i v i l  
judgment, a n o t h e r  " c i v i l  compla in t ,  
and s t i l l  a n o t h e r  may r e p o r t  the case 
as "money judgment." This  makes 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  these c a t e g o r i e s  
d i f f i c u l t .  The lack of u n i f o r m i t y  
i n  u n i t  of case coun t  c a u s e s  d i f f i -  
c u l t y  i n  comparison of c a s e l o a d  (see 
F i g u r e s  A and B ) .  U n i t s  o f  count-  
i n g  criminal cases may be informa- 
t i o n s ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  c o m p l a i n t s ;  
the number of d e f e n d a n t s ;  o r  even 
t h e  number o f  cha rges .  
may be counted a t  the f i l i n g  o f  a 
compla in t ,  a t  n o t e  of i s s u e ,  o r  a t  
t h e  time p laced  on t h e  c a l e n d a r .  

The second problem i n  comparing 
data a v a i l a b l e  from t r i a l  c o u r t s  is 
the  lack of complete  s t a t i s t i c s .  
Some ' s ta tes '  r e p o r t  o n l y  t o t a l  
ca se load .  Others  r e p o r t  i n d i v i d u a l  
case c a t e g o r i e s ,  b u t  omit  breakdowns 
w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  c a t e g o r i e s  t o  show 
what is i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n ,  f o r  exam- 
p l e ,  domestic re la t ions ,  probate, or  
mental health.  This omission pre- 
s e n t s  a problem i n  i n t e r s t a t e  com- 
p a r i s o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  there are 
'states'  t h a t  are n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  
t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g  o f  data. The gener-  
a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t ,  f o r  example, 
may g i v e  d e t a i l e d  c a t e g o r y  break- 
downs, whereas t h e  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t  may r e p o r t  o n l y  t o t a l  
civil, criminal, and juvenile cases, 
or n o t  r e p o r t  a t  a l l .  

The t h i r d  problem relates  t o  
q u e s t i o n s  of v a l i d i t y  o f  the  d a t a  
c o l l e c t e d ,  bo th  pub l i shed  and unpub- 
l i s h e d .  One o f  t h e  major f a c t o r s  i n  
d a t a  v a l i d i t y  is  the  chance of human 
e r r o r .  Many e l emen t s  (h idden  data ,  
t r a n s p o s i t i o n  o f  f i g u r e s ,  doub le  
coun t ing  of cases, manner used t o  
v e r i f y  da t a )  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  scope  
of t h i s  problem. Although many 
t e c h n i q u e s  have been implemented, 
bo th  by state c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
and by t h e  s taff  o f  the  N a t i o n a l  
Court  S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t ,  t o  keep 
e r r o r s  t o  a minimum, t he  reader 

Civil cases 
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should understand t h a t  a v e r i f i c a t i o n  
process  does not  guarantee abso lu te  
v a l i d i t y .  

The f i n a l  problem is v a r i a t i o n  
i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  matter j u r i s d i c t i o n  
of t h e  cour t s .  I n  four  states, 11- 
l i n o i s ,  Idaho,  Iowa, and South Dako- 
ta and i n  the  District  of  Columbia, 
gene ra l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  handle 
a l l  types  of cases. I n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s ,  such as F lo r ida  and New Jer- 
sey ,  gene ra l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  
process  only major c r imina l  cases 
and major c i v i l  a c t i o n s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  
c i v i l  and cr imina l  cases are handled 
by l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  
L i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  have 
been added t o  t h i s  year's r e p o r t  i n  
order  t o  present  a complete p i c t u r e  
of  the t r i a l  cour t  case load .  The 
a d d i t i o n  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t  data t o  t h i s  r epor t  does not  
change the  fact  t h a t  some gene ra l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t  sys t ems  handle 
a l l  the  cases. The 1976 s ta te  
s ta t i s t ica l  p r o f i l e s  i n  P a r t  I1 show 
t h a t  t h e  number and types  of  t r i a l  
c o u r t s  vary from s ta te  t o  state. 
T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  cour t  s t r u c t u r e  
must be kept  i n  mind w h i l e  examining 
t h e  data i n  t h i s  document. 

The reader should note  two o t h e r  
f a c t o r s  before  reviewing the  t r i a l  
c o u r t  tables. The first: only 
'states'  r epor t ing  data t h a t  could 
be d isp layed  i n  specif ic  case cate- 
gory tab les  ( i . e . ,  felony, property 
rights, status offenses, e t c . )  were 
included i n  such t a b l e s .  For t h e  
sake of c l a r i t y ,  those ' s ta tes '  t h a t  
d i d  no t  r epor t  such data were no t  
l i s t e d .  When every c o u r t  i n  the 
s ta te  handl ing the case type d i d  no t  
r e p o r t  data, the data t h a t  were re- 
ported have been footnoted as being 
incomplete ( foo tno te  p)  i n  o rde r  t o  
provide t h e  reader w i t h  an i n d i c a t o r  
of  incomplete data when comparing 
case loads .  The second: the  reader 
should review Appendix C ,  which pro- 
v ides  a court-by-court l i s t i n g  o f  
case types  handled i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  
cour t .  This  information w i l l  h e lp  
determine whether case loads  can be 

compared between ' s ta tes '  o r  cour t s .  

s e n t  and d i s c u s s  t h e  1976 s ta t i s t ica l  
tables f o r  t r i a l  cour t s .  The tables 
are sequenced from a genera l  over- 
view ( n a t i o n a l  casef low t o t a l s  f o r  
t r i a l  c o u r t s )  t o  t h e  more s p e c i f i c  
casef low d e t a i l  (c iv i l ,  criminal, 
traffic, and juvenile casef low and 
case c a t e g o r i e s ) .  The tables have 
been divided i n t o  s i x  groups: (1) 
General Trial Court Caseflow (Tables 
16-19), which summarizes t h e  repor t -  
ed caseflow t o t a l s  f o r  t h e  50 s ta tes ,  
t h e  Distr ic t  of  Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. (2 )  C i v i l  Caseflow (Tables  
20-30), which provides  a state-by- 
s ta te  summary of  the  c iv i l  caseload 
i n  t h e  gene ra l  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  cour t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  tables 
are provided t h a t  d i s p l a y  t h e  case- 
flow o f  10  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  cases 
(e-g. ,  domestio relations, probate, 
mental health, and so f o r t h ) .  ( 3 )  
Criminal Caseflow (Tables 31-39), 
which provides  a s ta te -by-s ta te  sum- 
mary o f  criminal case load  i n  t h e  
gene ra l  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
cour t s .  Included i n  t he  group are 
t a b l e s  t h a t  show t h e  caseflow of s i x  
c r imina l  c a t e g o r i e s  (e.g. ,  felony, 
misdemeanor), as w e l l  as type  o f  
d i s p o s i t i o n  data and c r imina l  t r i a l  
data. ( 4 )  Traffic Caseflow (Tables  
40-431, which provides  a s ta te-by-  
s ta te  summary o f  t h e  t ra f f ic  case- 
load  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  and l i m i t e d  ju-  
r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  An a d d i t i o n ,  two 
tables d i s p l a y  the  caseflow f o r  
DWIDUI and other trapfic viola- 
tions. Also included is  a table  
showing type of d i s p o s i t i o n .  (5 )  
Juven i l e  Caseflow (Tables 44-47), 
which provides  a s t a t e -by - s t a t e  sum- 
mary of the j u v e n i l e  case load  i n  t h e  
genera l  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
cour t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  caseload data 
f o r  three c a t e g o r i e s  are d isp layed .  

The fol lowing s e c t i o n  w i l l  pre- 

( 6 )  Special T r i a l  Court Caseflow 
(Tables  48-50), which d i s p l a y s  j u r y  
t r ia l  data and t r end  d a t a  f o r  the  
t r ia l  cour t s .  

Cririnnl, traffic, juvenile, and to- 
Only n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  f o r  c iv i l ,  
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t a l  f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  which 
a p p e a r  as "Estimated n a t i o n a l  t o -  
t a l s "  i n  Table 16 ,  have been e s t i -  
mated. A l l  o t h e r  d a t a  i n  t he  f o l -  
lowing tables are  a s  r e p o r t e d  and 
v e r i f i e d  by s t a t e  c o u r t  personnel .  

General trial court caseflow (Tables 16-19) 

The first group o f  tables  pre-  
s e n t s  1976 c a s e f l o w  data f o r  t r i a l  
c o u r t s .  The t o t a l  casef low is d i s -  
played by na t ionwide  summary f i g u r e s  
(Tab le  1 6 )  and by s t a t e - b y - s t a t e  f i g -  

f ic ,  and juvenile cases. 
, u r e s  f o r  t o t a l  civil ,  criminal, traf- 

Reported and estimated n a t i o n a l  
ca se f low f o r  t r i a l  c o u r t s  (Table 1 6 ) .  
T h i s  summary table  d i s p l a y s  bo th  re- 
p o r t e d  and estimated 1976 f i l i n g s  
and d i s p o s i t i o n s  as we l l  as r e p o r t e d  
pending cases f o r  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s ,  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t s ,  and the  two l e v e l s  combined 
( "a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s t 1 ) .  These c a s e -  
f low f i g u r e s  are  d e r i v e d  from t h e  
r e p o r t e d  t o t a l s  i n  Tables 1 7  and 18. 

Es t imated  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s  i n  Ta- 
b l e  1 6  are based on e i g h t  p r e d i c t i v e  
e q u a t i o n s :  one each f o r  t he  number 
o f  f i l e d  and d i sposed  cases i n  Itall 

t r i a l  c o u r t s "  f o r  civil, criminal, 
traffic, and juvenile caseflow. 

S e v e r a l  v a r i a b l e s  were examined 
f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  p r e d i c t i v e  equa t ions .  
A number o f  p o p u l a t i o n  and economic 
v a r i a b l e s  were used i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
o t h e r  caseflow v a r i a b l e s .  The popu- 
l a t i o n  v a r i a b l e s  were used because 
p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  l o n g  been cons ide red  
a good p r e d i c t o r  o f  ca se load .  Cor- 
r e l a t i o n s  between p o p u l a t i o n  v a r i -  
ables and t r i a l  c o u r t  ca se load  
proved t o  be q u i t e  good. 

are d i s p l a y e d  a s  95 p e r c e n t  c o n f i -  
dence i n t e r v a l s  fo r  each o f  t h e  ca t -  
e g o r i e s  o f  caseflow (civil ,  crialrurl, 
traffic, and juvenile). The c o n f i -  
dence i n t e r v a l s  f o r  t o t a l  casef low 
are t h e  sums o f  the  i n t e r v a l s  f o r  
each of the f o u r  c a t e g o r i e s .  A 95 
p e r c e n t  conf idence  i n t e r v a l  means 

The n a t i o n a l  ca se f low estimates 

t h a t  f o r  95 o u r  o f  100  samples o f  
data ,  t h e  conf idence  i n t e r v a l  would 
be expected t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  t r u e  
va lue .  A more complete t e c h n i c a l  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  procedure used f o r  es- 
t i m a t i o n  can be found i n  Appendix B. 

The estimated t o t a l  c a s e l o a d  i n  
t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t s  f o r  t h e  50 s ta tes ,  
t h e  District of  Columbia, and Pue r to  
Rico f o r  1976 is  from 7 1  m i l l i o n  t o  
108 m i l l i o n  cases f i l e d  and from 59 
m i l l i o n  t o  92 m i l l i o n  cases d i sposed .  
The bu lk  of t h e  estimated cases are  
traffic w i t h  o v e r  72 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
f i l i n g s .  Traffic cases a re ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  t he  high-volume and low-work- 
l o a d  cases i n  t he  s t a t e  t r i a l  c o u r t s .  
O f  t h e  remainder  o f  t h e  cases, most 
are civil and criminal w i t h  o v e r  13 
p e r c e n t  and n e a r l y  1 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
t o t a l  estimated f i l i n g s ,  r e s p e c t i v e -  
l y .  The juvenile cases are t h e  low- 
volume cases i n  the  s t a t e  t r i a l  
c o u r t s ,  bu t  may r e q u i r e  more c o u r t  
time than  do o t h e r  cases because f a r  
fewer o f  t h e  cases are d i sposed  w i t h -  
o u t  a c o u r t  h e a r i n g  by e i the r  a judge 
o r  a referee. 

Reported g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
case f low ( T a b l e  1 7 ) .  Displayed i n  
Table 1 7  are data from c o u r t s  o f  gen- 
eral  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  d i v i d e d  i n t o  civ- 
il, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and 
t o t a l  f o r  each case f low pnase (Degin- 
n i n g  pending, f i l e d ,  d i s p o s e d ,  and 
end pending) .  The 50 s t a t e s ,  D i s -  
t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and Pue r to  Rico 
are l i s t e d  i n  alphabetical  o r d e r  and 
have t h e i r  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t  l i s t e d  b e s i d e  t h e i r  name i f  
there i s  on ly  one g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t .  In  states w i t h  more t h a n  
one g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t ,  t h e  
c o u r t  t i t l e s  are l i s t e d  below t h e  
s t a t e  name, and t h e  s ta te  t o t a l  is  
b e s i d e  t h e  s ta te  name. 

I n  bo th  Table 1 7  and F igure  L,  
t h e  reader shou ld  be aware t h a t  a l -  
though the 52 ' s ta tes '  handled bo th  
civil and criminal cases i n  g e n e r a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s ,  o n l y  30 s t a t e s ,  
the  Dis t r ic t  o f  Columbia, and Pue r to  
Rico hand led  juvenile matters i n  
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Figure L: Number of 'states' reporting data for general jurisdiction courts, 
1975 and 1976. 

Beg inning 

1975 1976 
pend i n g  F i l e d  Disposed End pending 

1975 1976 - -  1975 1976 - -  1975 1976 - -  - -  
Civil 35 4 1  44 50 44 47 35 40 
Criminal 34 37 44 49 44 47 34 36 

12 Traffic -- 8 
Juvenile 14 15 22 27 21 25 14 15 

Tota  1 35 42 44 52 44 48 35 41 

8 ,  -- 13 -- -- 

Note: The i n c l u s i o n  of  P u e r t o  Rico i n  1976 caused t h e  i n c r e a s e  of one 

-- Not a p p l i c a b l e  

' s t a t e '  i n  each of t h e  above 1976 columns ( e x c e p t  on traffic). 

these c o u r t s ,  and o n l y  1 3  states and 
the  District  o f  Columbia handled 
traffic matters i n  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s .  Consequent ly ,  c a u t i o n  
must be e x e r c i s e d  when a t t e m p t i n g  
d i rec t  comparisons o f  t o t a l  c a s e l o a d  
among ' s ta tes ' .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t s  of gen- 
eral j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  n o t  uniform 
from s t a t e  t o  s ta te ,  and the  way i n  
which a case is  counted a l s o  v a r i e s .  
To a s c e r t a i n  t h e  way i n  which a case 
i s  counted f o r  r e o o r t i n g  pu rposes ,  
refer t o  t h a t  c o u r t ' s  s t a t i s t i c a l  
p r o f i l e  l o c a t e d  i n  Par t  I1 o f  t h i s  
r e p o r t  o r  t o  F i g u r e s  A and B. To 
de t e rmine  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  l i m i t s  of  
a c o u r t ,  refer t o  t h e  c o u r t  o rgan iza -  
t i o n  chart  f o r  the  ' s t a t e ' ,  a l s o  i n  
Par t  I1 of t h i s  r e p o r t .  To a s c e r t a i n  
t h e  t y p e s  o f  cases handled i n  each 
t r i a l  c o u r t ,  refer t o  Appendix C. 

The f i n a l  two columns i n  Table 
17  l ist  the  number o f  j udges  and t h e  
s t a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  thousands f o r  ' 

each o f  t he  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t s .  During 1975 there were 
5,640 g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  judges  i n  
t he  50 s ta tes  and t h e  Dis t r ic t  o f  
Columbia. I n  1976 there were 6,030 
g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  judges  i n  t h e  
50 s ta tes ,  t h e  Dis t r ic t  of Columbia, 
and P u e r t o  Rico. T h i s  re f lec ts  a n  
i n c r e a s e  of  390 i n  the  number of 
j udges  r e p o r t e d  on the  g e n e r a l  j u -  
r i s d i c t i o n  l e v e l .  O f  t h i s  i n c r e a s e ,  
89 r e s u l t e d  from t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  

P u e r t o  Rico t o  t h e  's tates '  re- 
p o r t i n g  . 

Reported l i m i t e d  . j u r i s d i c t i o n  
case f low (Table 18). Tab le  18 d i s -  
p l a y s  c a s e f l o w  f o r  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s  i n  46 s ta tes  and P u e r t o  
Rico f o r  c i v i l ,  criminal, traffic, 
juvedle,  and  t o t a l  cases. T h i s  i s  
t h e  first y e a r  for  the  c o l l e c t i o n  of 
a l l  a v a i l a b l e  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t  c a s e f l o w  data. The number o f  
'states'  and c o u r t s  r e p o r t i n g  d a t a  
is  shown i n  F i g u r e  M ,  and Tab le  18 
i n d i c a t e s  data t h a t  were n o t  avai l -  
able t o  p r o j e c t  s taff .  The most com- 
p l e t e  data a v a i l a b l e  are for juve- 
ni le  cases f i l e d ,  w i t h  20 's tates '  
(of  t h e  27 h a n d l i n g  j u v e n i l e  cases 
i n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s )  re- 
p o r t i n g  data f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  h a n d l i n g  
juvenile. The s p a r s e n e s s  of o t h e r  
data r e s u l t s  from t h e  lack o f  uni-  
form r e p o r t i n g  sys t ems ,  from a s ta te  
d e c i s i o n  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  the  data base 
o f  t h e  c o u r t s  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  rather t h a n  of c o u r t s  of 
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and t h e  fact  
t h a t  o f t e n  a s t a t e  does n o t  manage 
o r  c o n t r o l  l o c a l  c o u r t s .  Because 
there are so many l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s ,  c o l l e c t i o n  of data i s  
v e r y  cumbersome. The 1976 statis-  
t i c s  w i l l ,  however, p r o v i d e  a founda- 
t i o n  on which t o  b u i l d  a more compre- 
hens ive  data base. 

The same problems mentioned ear- 
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Figure M: Number of 'states' and courts reporting limited jurisdiction data. 

Civil : 
' S t a t e s '  r epor t ing  some l imi t ed  

' S t a t e s '  r epor t ing  da ta  f o r  a l l  

Courts r e p o r t i n g  l imi t ed  j u r i s -  

'States '  not handl ing civil cases 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  da ta  . . . . . . . .  
l imi t ed  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  . . .  
d i c t i o n  da ta  . . . . . . . . . . .  
i n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  . . 

Criminal : 
' S t a t e s '  r epor t ing  some l imi t ed  

'States '  r epor t ing  d a t a  f o r  a l l  
l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  . . .  

Courts r epor t ing  l imi t ed  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  da ta  . . . . . . . . . . .  

' S t a t e s '  not handl ing criminal cases 
i n  l imi t ed  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  . . 

. j ur i s d  i c t  i on da ta  . . . . . . . .  

Traffic : 
' S t a t e s '  r epor t ing  some l imi t ed  

' S t a t e s '  r epor t ing  da ta  f o r  a l l  

Courts r epor t ing  l imi t ed  j u r i s -  

' S t a t e s '  not handl ing t r a f f i c  cases 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  da ta  . . . . . . . .  
l imi t ed  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  . . .  
d i c t i o n  da ta  . . . . . . . . . . .  
i n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  . . 

Juvwil e : 
' S t a t e s '  r epor t ing  some l imi t ed  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  da ta  . . . . . . . .  
States  r epor t ing  da ta  f o r  a l l  

l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  . . .  
Courts r epor t ing  l imi ted  j u r i s -  

d i c t i o n  da ta  . . . . . . . . . . .  
' S t a t e s '  not handling j u v e n i l e  cases 

i n  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  . . 
T o t a l  : 

' S t a t e s '  r epor t ing  some l imi t ed  

'States '  r epor t ing  da ta  f o r  a l l  

Courts r e p o r t i n g  l imi t ed  j u r i s -  

' S t a t e s '  not having l imi ted  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  da ta  . . . . . . . .  
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  . . .  
d i c t i o n  da ta  . . . . . . . . . . .  
juris d i c t  i on cour t s  . . . . . . .  

Beginning 
pending 

24 

10 

50 

6 

17 

3 

25 

6 

1 3  

4 

19 

5 

7 

6 

9 

25 

25 

5 

57 

5 

End 
F i l e d  Disposed pending 

38 32 23 

24 20 9 

96 , 77 49  

6 6 6 

34 28 

16 14 

6 9  55 

6 6 

30 25 

17 15 

61 50 

6 6 

20 18 

20 17 

30 25 

25 25 

39 35 

1 7  1 5  

111 93 

5 5 

17 

4 

25 

6 

14 

5 

20 

6 

7 

6 

9 

25 

2 4  

5 

56 

5 
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l i e r  i n  regard t o  comparing data from 
g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  shou ld  be 
k e p t  i n  mind because t h e y  a l s o  a p p l y  
t o  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t  d a t a .  

General  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  
t o t a l  ca se f low (Table  1 9 ) .  The 1976 
casef low by s t a t e  f o r  g e n e r a l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  c o u r t s ,  f o r  l i m i t e d  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  c o u r t s ,  and for t h e  two JU- 
r i s d i c t i o n s  combined ( a l l  t r i a l  
c o u r t s )  is d i s p l a y e d  i n  Table 1 9 ,  
t a k e n  from both pub l i shed  and unpub- 
l i s h e d  r e p o r t s .  The ' s ta tes '  are 
a r r anged  by p o p u l a t i o n  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
comparison between s ta tes  o f  similar 
s i z e .  The data are d i s p l a y e d  i n  
three p a r t s :  ( a >  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s ,  ( b )  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s ,  and ( c )  a l l  t r i a l  
c o u r t s .  A t  t h e  end o f  each p a r t ,  
f o u r  columns o f  c a l c u l a t i o n  have 
been added t o  g i v e  the  reader a d d i -  
t i o n a l  compara t ive  measures.  

"Pe rcen t  o f  f i l e d "  d i s p l a y s  two 
c a l c u l a t i o n s :  t he  number o f  cases 
d i sposed  as  a p e r c e n t  o f  cases 
f i l e d ,  and t h e  number o f  cases pend- 
i n g  a t  t h e  y e a r ' s  end as a p e r c e n t  
of cases f i l e d .  These p e r c e n t s  g i v e  
t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  number of cases 
f i l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  are d i s -  
posed or s t i l l  pending a t  t he  end of  
t h e  yea r .  

The two columns under "change i n  
pending" reflect  t h e  n e t  d i f f e r -  
e n c e s ,  bo th  i n  numbers and i n  per- 
c e n t ,  between the  cases pending a t  
t h e  beg inn ing  of t he  r e p o r t i n g  y e a r  
and t h o s e  pending a t  the  end of t h e  
y e a r .  A p o s i t i v e  number and p e r c e n t  
show a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  pending case- 
l o a d ,  while  a n e g a t i v e  number and 
p e r c e n t  show a decrease i n  pending 
c a s e l o a d .  If t h e  number and p e r c e n t  
are z e r o  or c l o s e  t o  z e r o ,  t h e  c o u r t  
d i sposed  of a l l  or n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e  
cases f i l e d ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  make head- 
way i n  r educ ing  t h e  number o f  cases 
pending. 

n o t e  t h a t  data f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  ju-  
r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  a r e  more complete  

I n  t h i s  table  t h e  reader w i l l  

t han  data f o r  t h e  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s .  The a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  
s e c t i o n  is far from complete.  

I n  t h e  measures d i s p l a y e d  i n  
Table 1 9 ,  t h e  cases d i sposed  are 
shown as a p e r c e n t  of cases f i l e d .  
This  measure is d i s p l a y e d  f o r  gen- 
e ra l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  i n  39 
' s ta tes '  and f o r  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s  i n  18 states.  The re- 
s u l t s  o f  t h i s  measure are d i s p l a y e d  
i n  F i g u r e  N .  I n  t h e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n ,  n i n e  'states'  re- 
p o r t e d  d i s p o s i t i o n  rates o v e r  100 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  cases f i l e d ,  while  i n  
t h e  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n  
on ly  one s ta te  d i s p o s e d  o v e r  100 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  number of cases 
f i l e d .  I n  a m a j o r i t y  of the  
' s ta tes '  r e p o r t i n g ,  t h e  number o f  
cases d i sposed  as  a p e r c e n t  of t he  
number o f  cases f i l e d  f o r  t h e  gen- 
eral  and l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  
i s  i n  the 90 t o  100 p e r c e n t  range. 
The g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n  
d i s p l a y s  23 s t a t e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  
r a n g e ,  w h i l e  1 2  s ta tes  i n  t h e  
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n  were i n  
t h i s  range.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s even  
states i n  the  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
s e c t i o n  and f i v e  states i n  t h e  
l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n  were 
under t h e  90 p e r c e n t  l e v e l .  I n  t h e  
a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  s e c t i o n ,  3 s t a t e s  
d i sposed  o f  more t h a n  100 p e r c e n t ;  
1 4  s t a t e s  were i n  t h e  90 t o  100 
p e r c e n t  r a n g e ;  and 5 s ta tes  were 
under t he  90 p e r c e n t  l e v e l .  

t r i a l  c o u r t s  k e p t  f a i r l y  c u r r e n t  i n  
d i s p o s i n g  o f  t h e  number o f  cases 
f i l e d .  Incomplete  data, however, 
may make t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  i n v a l i d .  

t h e  number o f  cases f i l e d  w a s  c a l c u -  
l a ted  f o r  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  
i n  o n l y  t e n  states. Two s ta tes  had 
more cases pending t h a n  were f i l e d ;  
t h e  remaining s ta tes  had fewer t h a n  
ha l f  t he  number of f i l i n g s  pending 
a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  yea r .  S p a r s e  data 
for t h i s  measure make c o n c l u s i o n s  and 
comparisons mis l ead ing .  

With regard t o  t h e  measure end 

These p e r c e n t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  

The end pending as a p e r c e n t  of 
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Figure #: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of fi led cases for c iv i l ,  criminal, traffic, 
juvenile, and total caseflow i n  tr ial  courts. 

Range i n  pe rcen t  

Under 
70.0% 

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  f o r  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s :  
Civil  (Table  20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Criminal (Table  31) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 
Traffic (Table  4 0 )  0 
Juvenile (Table  4 4 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 
T o t a l  (Table  19) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

70 .O 
t o  

79.9% 

80 .O 
t o  

89.9% 

10 
5 
1 
2 
6 

90.0 
to  

99.9% 

2 1  
26 

7 
7 

23 

100.0% 
and 

over  

8 
1 2  

2 
11 
9 

T o t a l  
' s ta tes '  
r e p o r t i n g  

40 
43 
10 
22 
39 

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  f o r  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Civil (Table  20) 1 2 2 10 4 19 
Criminal (Table  31)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 1 6 9 2 18 
Traffic (Table  4 0 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 2 3 10 1 16 
Juvenile (Table  4 4 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 3 6 3 1 2  
T o t a l  (Table 19)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 2 3 12 1 18 

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  f o r  a l l  t r i a l  cou r t s :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Civil  (Table  20) 1 . I  1 16 4 23 
Criminal (Table  31)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 5 16 5 26 
Traffic (Table  4 0 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 2 3 14 2 21 

T o t a l  (Table  19)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 3 14 3 22 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Juvenile (Table  44) 0 2 3 11 14 30 

pending as a p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  number of 
cases f i l e d  (see Figure  01,  t h e  gen- 
eral  j u r i s d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  
much more complete d a t a  than  t h e  l i m -  
i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n .  Table 19 
shows tha t  the year-end pending case- 
load  was a h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  
f i l e d  c a s e l o a d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  than  .in t h e  l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  Only one s ta te  
had less t h a n  20 p e r c e n t  of t h e  
number of cases f i l e d  as its year- 
end pending c a s e l o a d  i n  g e n e r a l  ju-  
r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s .  Seven s ta tes  had 
30 t o  50 p e r c e n t ;  e i g h t  ' s ta tes '  had 
50 t o  70 p e r c e n t ;  seven s ta tes  had 
70 t o  100 p e r c e n t ;  and seven s ta tes  
had over  100 p e r c e n t  o f  the  number 
of cases f i l e d  s t i l l  pending a t  the  
end of the  y e a r .  

I n  t h e  l a s t  measure d i s p l a y e d  i n  
both Table  19 and Figure  P ,  ( p e r c e n t  
change i n  cases pending) ,  t h e r e  were 
n i n e  ' s ta tes '  i n  t he  g e n e r a l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n  w i t h  a decrease  i n  
pending caseload, whi le  the l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  had only  three. 
a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  s e c t i o n ,  n i n e  

I n  the 

' s ta tes '  had a n e g a t i v e  change i n  
pending. For  each of t h e  s e c t i o n s  
( g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  l i m i t e d  ju- 
r i s d i c t i o n ,  a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s )  a ma- 
j o r i t y  of t h e  ' s ta tes '  had a n  in-  
crease i n  pending c a s e l o a d  of less 
t h a n  20 percent .  I n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  26 'states'  f e l l  
w i t h i n  t h i s  range (19 s ta tes  0 t o  1 0  
p e r c e n t ,  7 'states'  1 0  t o  20 
p e r c e n t ) .  I n  the  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  c o u r t s ,  1 4  ' s ta tes '  f e l l  w i t h i n  
t h i s  range (8  ' s t a t e s '  0 t o  1 0  
p e r c e n t ,  6 s t a t e s  10 t o  20 per- 
c e n t ) .  I n  t h e  a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  
s e c t i o n ,  25 s ta tes  f e l l  w i t h i n  t h i s  
range (15 s t a t e s  0 t o  10  p e r c e n t ,  10 
' s ta tes '  1 0  t o  20 p e r c e n t ) .  A 
number o f  s ta tes  f e l l  w i t h i n  the  20 
t o  30 p e r c e n t  range while l i m i t e d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  i n  only  t h r e e  
s ta tes  had a p e r c e n t  change i n  
pending o f  over  50 p e r c e n t .  Even 
small i n c r e a s e s  i n  pending f i g u r e s  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the c o u r t s  may be 
having d i f f i c u l t y  handl ing  the i r  
case load .  



Figure 0: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of end pending casea 
as a percent of fi led cases for c iv i l ,  criminal, traffic,  
juvenile, and total caseflow i n  tr ial  courts. 

Range in percent  

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0% 200.0% Tota l  
to  to  t o  to  t o  and ' s t a t e s  ' 

29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% 199.9% over repor t ing  ------ 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  f o r  general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s :  

C i v i l  (Table 20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 5 8 10 9 1 33 
C r i m i n a l  (Table 31) 9 10 5 7 2 0 33 
T r a f f i c  (Table 40) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 1 0 0 0 0 7 
Juveni le  (Table 44) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 5 3 0 0 0 15 
Tota l  (Table 19)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7 8 7 6 1 30 

C i v i l  (Table 20) . . . . . . . . . . . .  i . 4 3 3 0 1 0 11 
Criminal (Table 31) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 3 0 0 1 0 11 
T r a f f i c  (Table 40) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 0 0 0 0 0 9 
Juveni le  (Table 44)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 0 0 1 0 0 6 
Tota l  (Table 19) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 1 0 0 2 0 10 

C i v i l  (Table 20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 3 7 3 1 0 15 

T r a f f i c  (Table 40) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 1 0 0 0 0 14 
Juveni le  (Table 4 4 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 5 3 0 0 0 19 
Tota l  (Table 19) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 4 3 1 0 0 13 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  for  l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts :  

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  f o r  a l l  t r i a l  courts :  n 

C r i m i n a l  (Table 31) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 5 3 2 0 0 18 

Figure P: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of percent change in 
pending case8 for c iv i l ,  cri@nal, traffic, juvenile, 
and total caseflow i n  tr ial  'courts. 

Range i n  percent 

-60.0 -20.0 0.0 20.0 50.0% 100.0% Total  
t o  to to to to and ' s t a t e s '  

-20.1% - 0.1% 19.9% 49.9% 99.9% over repor t ing  ------ 
'S ta te '  t o t a l s  for  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts:  

C i v i l  (Table 20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Criminal (Table 31) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
T r a f f i c  (Table 40) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Juveni le  (Table 44) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Total  (Table 19) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  for  l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts:  
C i v i l  (Table 20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Criminal (Table 31) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Traf f ic  (Table 40) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Juveni le  (Table 44) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Total  (Table 19) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

'S ta te '  t o t a l s  for a l l  t r i a l  courts:  
C i v i l  (Table 20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Criminal (Table 31) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Traf f ic  (Table 40) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Juveni le  (Table 4) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Total  (Table 19) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 7 27 5 0 0 40 
1 9 23 3 0 1 37 
1 1 3 1 2 0 '8 
2 6 4 2 0 0 14 
0 9 26 6 0 0 41 

0 7 10 4 1 0 22 
1 2 7 3 3 0 16 
0 2 6 4 1 0 13 
1 1 4 1 0 0 7 
0 3 14 3 3 0 23 

0 9 26 6 0 0 41 
0 7 23 3 3 1 37 
0 3 9 4 3 0 19 
3 7 7 3 0 0 20 
0 9 25 7 0 0 41 
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2.6M NH NH NH 2,664 
170,059 31,956 97,903 7.391 307,309' 
243,129 66,166 NH 64,377 373,672 

87.133 42.962 15,517 NH 143.612' 
18.098 2,028 650 7,363 28,139' 
18.000 2.028 650 7,363 28.041' 

57 NH NH NH 57 
41 NH NH NH 41 

40,245 30,490 183.974 7.927 262,636' 

30,526 27,111 183.953 7,926 249.516' 
633,246 520. i 12 2,305,483 25,731 3,484,572' 
173.924 45,889 48.337 12,981 281. 131r 
173,924 43.495 48,337 12,981 278.737' 

9,719 3,379 21 I 13,120' 

NH 2.394 NH NH 2.394 
125,415 X X 5,672 587,921' 
37,811 7,026 229 NH 45,066' 

59,497 11,202 NH NH 70,699 

10,406 (63,571 
NH 12,384 

25,185 121,676 
NH 68,593 
NH 1,033,0605 
NH 153,350 
NH 987 
NH 878.723' 

100,868 52,297 
5,851 6,533 

62,158 34,333 
31,085 37,508 

127,911 122,894 
126,924 26,426 

987 NH 
NH 96,468 

21,643 8,919 NH N/A 30,5621 
52,217 7.441 NH N/A 59.658' 
12,635 7,441 NH NH 20,076 
39.582 NH NH N/A 39,582' 

74.474 18.080 NH 16,929 109,483 
18,668 2,122 NH 1,793 22,583' 
17,232 7,215 NH NH 24.447 
25,106 4,633 NH 2.343 32,082 
17.758 6.431 NH NH 24,189 
64,877 31,680 NH NH 96,551 

New Mex ico -D is t r i c t  C ~ u r t ~ , ~  .................. 17,305 2,096 NH 2,848 22,249 33,990 4,706 NH 5,259 43,955 
Ne" York--Supreme Cour t  and County Cour t ' .  66,709' 'VA NH NH 66.709" 114,099 31,659 NH NH 145,758 
1North Caro l  ina--Superlor C o ~ r t ~ . ~ , ~ ~  ........... 13,269f 15,28Zf NH NH 28,551f 10.774 52.547 NH NH 63,321 

Ohio--Court of Comon Pieas1,8 ................. 167,984fi 6,487f NH 19.226f 19J,697fi 244.569 30,527 NH 189,342 464,438 
Oklahoma--Dis t r ic t  cour t1 ,6 .................... 134,417f 33.150fi 44,833f 3,911f 216,311fir . 160,562 55,581 178,599 8,272 403,014' 
Oregon-STATE TOTAL ............................ 39,238l 4,974 NH N/A 44.212' 55,799 14.485 NH 13,470 83,754 

C i r c u i t  ............................ 39.055" 4.974h NH N/A 44,029l 55,615 14.485 NH 13,470 83,573 
Tax Courta,l ................................. I83 NH NH NH I 83 181 NH NH NH 181 

%nnsylvania- -Caur t  of Common PIeasIa8 ......... 61,553 29,124 NH 5,920 96,597 178,800 76,302 NH 37,084 292,186 
Pucrto Rim--Super ior  Cour t1, l0  ................ 53,236 26,264 NH 2,474 81,974 78.476 26.331 NH 6,215 111,022 

South C a r a i i n a - - C i r c u i t  Caur t l ,6  ............... 22,215 1i.128 NH NH 33,343J 25.377 28.548 NH NH 53,925i 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,210 4.210' 

Nor th  0.3 kota--O I 5 t r  ict Caurti.6 ................ 2,908' X X 7,630 1,051 3 1.001 9,685' X 3.421' 

Rhodo Island--Superior Courtl,6 ................ N/A &'A NH NH N/A , NH NH 10.010 6,733 3,277 

......................... 83,202 29.609 NH NH 112,811 Tennessee-STATE TOTAL 49,880 16,943 NW NH 66,823 
C l r c u l t  Cour t  and Criminal  Caurtc,I,6 ......... 29,642fh 16,943fh NH NH 46.585th 47,357 29.609 NH NH 76,966 
Law and E q u i t y  Courtb,' ...................... 3,128fh NH NH NH 3,120fh 4,847 NH NH NH 4,847 
Chancery CourtC,l ............................. i7.11ofh NH NH N I  17,110fh 30,998 NH NH NH 30.998 

Texas -D is t r i c t  C o ~ r t ~ , ~  ....................... 270,142 68,812 NH 5,328 344.282 272,601 78,317 NH 11,031 361,949 
Utah-- -3 is t r ic t  C o ~ r t l , ~  ........................ 15,678+ 287f NH NLI 15.965' 25,533 3,068 NH NH 28,601 
Vwmont--STATE TOTAL ........................... 21,997 4,567 2,396 255 29,215' 19,559 16,987 37,091 1.020 74,657' 

Superior C o ~ r t l , ~  ............................ 6.784 19 NH NH 6,803 6,691 59 NH NH 6,750 
D i s t r i c t  C o ~ r t l , ~  ............................ 15,213 4,54Ef 2,396 255 22,41Zfr 12,868 16,928 37,091 1,020 67.907' 

V i r g i n i a - - C i r c u i t  ..................... 82,779fh i2,174fh NH NH 94,95Jfh . 63,976 42,843 NH NH 106.819 .................. NH 13,433 121.811 Washington--Superior C o ~ r t l , ~  N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 94,325 14,053 

Wisconsin- -Ci rcu i t  Cour t  and County Caurt1,6.... 88.715fhi 24,5Wth 35,770fh N/A 148,989fhir 208,280 78,403 395,792 N/A 682,475ir 
Wpminq- -D is t r i c t  Courti,1a6,.+ ................. 2,789 704 NH x 3,493 7.981 1,329 NH X 9,310 

west v i r g i n i a - - C i r c u i t  ~ o u r t 5 . 1 2  ............... N/A N/A NH N /A N/A X X NH N A  53.697' 

Table 17: Reported general jurisdiction caseflow, 1976. 
civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state population and number of judges. 

Beginning pendlng F i l e d  
C i v i l  C r i i l n a l  T r a f f l c  Juven l l e  Tota i  c l r l l  Crlmlnal  T r a t f i c  Juvenlle To ta l  

S ta te  and cou r t  t i t l e  

A laba ra - -C i r cu i t  Court',8 ...................... 46,05Zfh i0,55Jfh NH NH 56,605fh 78,016 25,466 NH NH 103,482 

Arizona--Superior Caurti,i.8 ................... %,064f 5.88Zf NH 794 60.740' 62.574 13.913 NH 8,287 84,774 

C i r c u i t  Court1,6 ............................. 14.58bf 7,675t NH NH 22,26If 20,2W 12,813 NH NH 33,013 

A I ~ S M - S U ~ ~ T ~ O T  co"rt1.6 ...................... 7,302h mf NH N/A 7.¶46fi 10,749 99 1 NH 1,510 13,250 J 

.......................... NH NH 72,729 Arkansas--STATE TOTAL 49,9ii i  7,675 NH NH 57.586' 59,916 12,813 

Chancery and Probate Court'... ................ 35,325fi NH NH NH 35,325ti 39,716 NH NH NU 39,716 
Ca i i f o rn ia - -Super io r  cou r t l . 8  .................. N/A N/A NH N/A N /A 501,775 57,4M NH 107,917 667.122 
Colorado--STATE TOTAL .......................... 79,096 10.031 NH 8,795 97.922 83,879 14,334 NH 22,838 121,051 

D i s t r i c t  Court, Denver Super ior  Court. Denver 
Juven i l e  Court, and Denver Probate 73.424 10.03I NH 8,795 92,250t 82,035 14,334 NH 22,838 119,207 

WaTer Courta, I ............................... 5,672 NH NH NH 5.672 1,844 NH NH NH 1,844 
Cannect icut - -Super ior  ................. 32,96if 3,370 NH NH 36.331' 26,004 4,555 NH NH 30,559 
Delaware-STATE TOTAL .......................... 11,5M 1,593 NH NH 13,143 7,599 3,756 M NH 11.385 

Super ior  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ . ~  ........................... 3,963 1,593 NH NH 5,556 4.935 3,786 NH NH 8,721 
NH 7.587 

D i s t r i c t  of Calurnbia--Superior ....... 13.139f1 5,832 4.287 1,961 25.225" 
F lor ide--Ci rcu it Courtb, ,9 .................... 229,856 52,242 NH 20,767 302,865 

Hawaii-STATE TOTAL ............................ 19,379 1,803 171 2,778 24,131' 
C i r c u i t  C o ~ r t l . ~  ............................. 19,256 1.803 171 2,778 24,008' 
Land Courta, ................................ 76 NH NH NH 76 

I daho--STATE TOTAL ............................. 19.783 5,363 4,688 i,844 31.678' 

Cour t  of Chancery1 ........................... 7,587 NH NH 

50,903h Z X NH 69,535hr 

Tax Appeal Cour ta, I  .......................... 47 NH NH NH 47 

O i s t r i c t  Courti,8 ............................ 7,035fh 880th iotn Jth 7,92afhr 
IMagistrates D i ~ i s i o n ~ , ~ , ~  .................... 12.74Efh 4,483fh 4.67ath 1,84Ifh 23,750fhr 

I l l i n o i s - - C i r c u i t  C ~ u r t l , ~  ..................... 314,005i 19,278l N/A 13,606h 376,889i 
Indiana-STATE TOTAL ........................... X X X X 231,84ar 

Super ior  Cour t  and C i r c u i t  ........... X X X A 231,492' 

Iova--DiStr iCt  C o ~ r t l . ~  ........................ 47,146' X X N/A 133,424'' 
Cr iminal  Cour t  O t  Marion ........... NH 3% NH NH 356 

Kansas-Dis t r ic t  Cour t l .7  ...................... 18,602' 1,902' 46f NH 20,550'' 

r \entucky--Ci rcu i t  Caurri,i,6 ................... 71.720f 8,228t VH NH 79,94Et 
LouiSiaaa-- -Dis t r ic t  CourtC,'. F a r i  I y  Court, 

Mains--Superior C o ~ r t l , ~  ....................... 8,188h 3,844h NH 
and Juven i l e  Caur t i .8  ....................... N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 

~ a r y i a n ~ - - ~ i r ~ u i t  Caurt1.6 ..................... N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 
Nd 12,03Zh 

MossschusetTs--supsr l~r  C o ~ r t l , ~  ............... 93,291 43,147 NH NH 136,438 
Michigan-STATE TOTAL .......................... 106,669 16,080' 2,563' NH 125.312" 

C i r c u i t  C o ~ r t l . ~  .............................. 106,368' I i.359' NH NH 117.727' 
C o u r t  o f  Claims", I ........................... 301f NH NH NH 301 
Recorder's Cour t9 ............................ NH 4,72Ii 2,56Ji NH 7,28ai' 

MinneSOta--DiStrict Cwrt3,12 ................... 8,261 1,763 NH N/A 10.024i 
Mississippi--STATE TOTAL ....................... N/A N/A NH N A N/A 

c i r c u i t  m u r ~ k , l , 6  ............................ N/A N/A NH NH N/A 
Chancery Caurta,l ............................ N/A NH NH N /A N /A 

fMontana--o is t r ic t  C o ~ r t l , ~  ..................... N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 

Nevada-Distr ict  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ , ~  .................... N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 
N w  iarnpshire--Superlor .............. 18,361 4,461 NH NH 22,872 

IV i ssow i - -C i r cu i t  C o u r t  and Cour t  of 
Coman " l a a ~ ~ , ~  ............................. 63,023' 10,17If NH 10.530f 83.724f 

N e b r a s k - i ) i s t r i C t  .................... 5,220 895 NH liH 6, 115 

Ne* J e r s e r - S d p e r i a r  Cour t  and County C o ~ r t ~ , ~ . .  49,44Jf 27,436' NH NH 76.879' 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH - 

782,255 
NH 
NH 

782.255 

Note: Fwtnates that app ly  to the data M t h i s  t a b l e  
are given klau.  Explanatory  in format ion 
pe r ta in ing  t o  the  footnotes can be tound In 
P a r t  i i  o f  t h i s  repor t ,  where S t a t i s t i c a l  
profiles for a l l  cou r t s  i n  each s t a t e  are 
displayed. 

N/A = Th is  case type 1s handled by the m u r t ,  but  
t he  data are unavai l a b i a  

NH i Th is  c a s  type i s  not handled i n  t h i s  Court. 
X = The data for t h i s  case t ype  are bown to bs does not equal the end pending f i g u r e  for t h e  

%hang* i n  pending mes not equal t he  d i f f e rence  

fBeginning pendlng f igure f o r  t h e  1976 COW? par 

inc luded In the t o ta l ,  b u t  were not 1975 cou r t  par. 
a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n %  
aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  hFigure was mmputed. 
b p a r t i c u l a r  court or r e p o r t i n g  SyStem information. 
Ciudge information. 

are n o t  complete. 
JErp lanat ion of data inc luded i n  the category. 
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Table 17. page 2 
D i  Sposed End pending State popu la t l on  Nunbec of 

C l v l I  C r lm lna l  T r a f f i c  Juvenlle To ta l  - C l r l I  C r lm lna l  T r a f t l c  Juvenlle To ta l  i n  t b u s a n d s  judges 
75,052 25,451 NH NH 100,503 49,016 10,568 NH NH 59,584 3,653 102 
8.6W 1,077 NH 1,133 10,814 9,527 4809 NH N/A 10,007i 408 19 

50,394l 11,730 NH NH 62,124' 53,7471 8.758 NH NH 62,505i 2,117 55 
62,133 13,765 NH 7,088 82.986 54.4489 6,030 NH 9389 61,4169 2,249 70 

29 18.708 11.730 NH NH 30.438 16.078 8.758 NH NH 24.836 - 
26 

401,496 52,242 Wi 103,664 557,402 N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 21,522 520 

31.686' NH NH NH 31,686' 37,669' NH NH NH 37.669' __ 
93,686 13,760 NH 24,015 131,461 69,289 10,605 NH 7,618 87.512 2.575 99 

89.934 13,760 NH 24,015 127,709 65,525 10,605 NH 7,618 83.748 - 99c 
3,752 NH NH NH 3.752 3.7M NH NH NH 3.764 __ 7 d i s t r i c t  iudoes serve _ -  

25.168 4,100 NH NH 29,268 33,797 3.8489 NH NH 37,6459 3,102 45 
7.944 4,022 NH NH 11,966 11,205 1.357 NH NH 12,562 582 14 
5.265 4,022 NH NH 9,287 3.633 1,357 NH NH 4,990 -- 1 1  
2.679 NH NH NH 2,679 7.572 NH NH NH 7,572 - 3 

164,621' 32,418 95,323 8,254 300,6161r 16,W9i 5,2049 6,867 1,104 29,184i' 700 44 
234,395i 63,887l NH 61,365 359,647l ( k l  1 k) t k l  8,353 273 NH t k i  

X X 4.984 88 75,534 40,222 13,372 NH 129.128' 62,502 NH 84.019' 
16,109 1,683 751 6,865 25,408' 21,368 2.148 70 3.276 26,862' 884 22 
16,005 1,683 751 6,865 25,304' 21,251 2.148 70 3.276 26.745' -_ 22 

46 NH NH NH 46 87 NH NH NH 87 _- 2 c i r c u i t  judges serve 
58 NH NH NH 58 30 NH NH NH 30 __  2 C i r c u i t  judges serve 

36,663 29,360 183,679 7,513 257.215' 23.365 6.493 4,983 2.258 37,099' 83 3 91 

66 
575,465 437,221 2,229,623 26,529 3,268,838' 397.256' 2O,51li N/A 12,808 430,575' 11,193 603 

X X X __  I69 168,710 49,769 46,991 13,331 278.801' X 232,1349' 

8,436 3.206 26 2 11.670' 8,318 1,053 5 2 9.378' __ 25 
28,227 26,154 183,653 7.51 1 245.545' 15,047 5,440 4,978 2,256 27.721' __  

168,710 52,192 46,991 13,331 281,224' X X X X 232.342' 5,313 173 

NH 2,423 NH NH 2,423 NH 2089 NH NH 2089 __  4 
118,771i 182,199 285,710 6,629 593,309i' 47,844 X X N/A 123,047'' 2.874 318' 
37,059 6,867 I92  NH 44,118' 19,354 2,061 83 NH 21.498' . 2,299 63 
55,110 11,740 NH NH 66,850 76,1049 9,1529 NH NH 85,2569 3,436 87 

N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 3.875 14EC 
5,024 6,339 NH NH 11,363 9,015h 4,03ah NH NH 13.053h 1.071 14 

54.464 33,491 YH 27,751 115,706 N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 4,125 85 
33,361 33,804 NH NH 67,165 91,015 46.851 NH NH 137,866 5,791 46 

120,449 43.459' 6,439' NH 170,347ir 114,131 18.746' 3.169' VH 136,046ir 9,115 161 
119,948 25,575 NH NH 145,523 113,344 12.210 NH NH 125.554 _- I38 

1 C i r c u i t  Judge 5erves 
23 

50 1 NH NH NH M 1  787 NH NH NH 787 __ 
NH 17.884' 6.439' NH 24,323ir NH 6,536' 3,169' NH 9,705Ir - 

21,234 8,634 NH N/A 29,868' 
N/A N/A NH N/A #/A 
N/A N/A NH NH N/A 
N/A NH NH N/A N/A 

73.846 17,964 NH 18,443 110,253 
10,987 1,726 NH 1,414 14,127 
16,250 6,823 NH NH 23.073 

N/A N/A NH N/A Y/A 
16,494 5,771 NH NH 22,268 
57,393 29.466 NH NH 86,859 

8,6669 2,0439 NH N/A 10,70@i 3,954 72 
N/A N /A NH N/A W A  2,365 65 

30 N/A N/A NH NH N/A 
35 N/A NH NH N/A N/A 

__ __ 
63,651 10,287 NH 9,016 82,954 4,787 I l l= 

N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 755 28 
6,202 1.287 NH NH 7,489 1,552 45 

N/A N /A NH N/A N/A 613 25c 
19,675 5.1189 NH NH 24,7939 827 13 
56,927 29.650 NH NH 86.577 7.339 20 1 

32.765 4,573 NH 4,828 42,166 18,530 2,229 NH 3,279 24,038 1,172 32 
113.287 37,662 NH NH 150.949 66,8099 N/A NH NH 66,8099' 18,053 357 

9.391 49.398 w NH 58,789 14,652 18,431 NH NH 33,083 5.462 56 
6,784 989 5 922 8,700' 3,7529 X x 186 4,2729' 645 19 

256,271 30,312 NH 190.321 476,904 151,3801 6,702 NH 18,247 176,329i 10.690 296 
146,131 53,717 182,717 6,803 389,368' 148,848 34,972' 40.715 5,380 229,915l' 2.770 189 

45,70Ei 14,909 NH N/A 60,617i 42,359' 4.550 NH N/A 46.909l 2.326 69 
68 45,533l 14,909 NH N/A 60,442' 42,1701 4,550 NH N/A 46,7201 

175 NH NH NH 175 189 NH NH NH 189 1 
177,060 74,343 NH 38.145 289,548 . 59,7179 25,0649 NH 4.859 89,6409 11,802 285 
85,491 28,752 NH 5.830 120,073 46,221 23,843 NH 2,859 72,923 3,214 89 

N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A 936 17 
32,214 27,193 w NH 59,407.1 15.7969 12,4159 NH NH 28,ziisJ 2.844 25 
17,439 13,278 N/A 3,972' 34,689l N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 686 36 
82,153 30,298 NH NH 112,451 50.929 16,254 NH NH 67,183 4.234 112 
47,321 30,298 NH NH 77,619 29.678 16,254 NH NH 45.932 -- BO= 

4,541 NH NH NH 4.541 3.434 NH NH NH 3.434 __  5 
30,291 NH NH NH 30,291 17,817 NH NH NH 17,817 - 27c 

-- __  

250,555 77,370 NH 11,411 339,336 292,188 69,759 NH 4,948 366,895 . 12,599 261 

18 
22.638 2.494 NH NH 25.132 18.573 861 NH NH 19.434 1,232 21 
23.968 16,853 37,006 1,103 78,930' 17,588 4,701 2,481 172 24,942' 477 
6.335 53 NH NH 6,388 7,140 25 NH NH 7.165 -- 7 

17.633 16,800 37,W6 1.103 72.542' 10,448 4,676 2,481 172 17.777' -- I 1  

63,074 42,250 NH NH 105,324 83,681 12,767 NH NH 96.448 5,052 104 
79.911' 14.374 NH N/A 91.113' N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 3.611 101 

X X NH N/A 
228,516 78,725 393.429 22,561 

7.255 1,346 NH 815 

%dd i t ionai i n format  i on ava 1 I ab le. 
b t a  i nc lude  t r a f f i c  cases o the r  than parking. 
'Data inc lude t r a f f i c  cases (OWI/DuI. parking. 

omer traffic "iolatlcmsl. 

lA  c i v i l  case 1 %  mun ted  w i t h  the  t i l i n g  o f  a 

p e t i t i o n  a complaint. 
zA c i v i l  case i s  counted when it is  placed 

on t h e  ca lendar  [had reached issue). 

45.10fii N/A N/A NH N/A 
723,231' 103,212i 24,182 30,133 N/A 

8.601 3,515 687 NH X 

3A c i v i l  case 1s counted at ths note O f  issue. 
5A c i v i l  case I s  not counted i n  the same way 

throughout  the  state. 
%he c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  o f  count is t h e  

number o f  In format ions or ind ic tments.  
7The ~ ~ i m l n a l  case u n l t  Of count i s  t he  number Of 

ioformatlons, indictments, or complaints. 
&he c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  munt Is  t he  number of 

defendants on the l n f o r m a t i m  or Indictment. 

N /A 1,832 50 

4,202 39 I 13 
165,527'' 4,610 180 

9The Cr iminal  case u n l t  of count I s  t h e  number of 
defendants on t h e  In format ion.  indictment, e- 
complaint. 

charges. 
l0The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of a u n t  i s  the number o f  

I lThe  criminal case unit of m u n t  i s  the  case number 

"The crimlnai case u n i t  of munt  is  not mnsistent 
assigned a t  arraignment. 

Statew 1 de. 
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Table 18: Reported limited jurisdiction caseflow, 1976. 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state population and number of judges. 

Beginning pendinq F i l e d  
C l v l I  Cr l rn lnal  T r a f f l c  .Juvenile Tota l  C i v i l  Wimlnal T r a f f l c  J u v e n l l e  To ta l  

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 

S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

Alabama--STATE TOTAL................................. 
County Court....................................... 
Juven i le  Court... .................................. 
Probate Court....................................., 
Fami ly  Court  of Jef ferson County ................... 
Munic ipa l  Court.................................... 
County J u s t i c e  Court, Morgan County................ 

Alaska-STATE TOT,4L.................................. 
O i  s t r i c t  ~ o u r t l . 7 .  ................................. 
Maqis t ra tes  Co~rtl,~..., ........................... 

Arizona-STATE TOTAL................................. 
Jus t ices  o f  t h e  Peacei,l,g ......................... 
C i t y  Magistrates................................... 

Arkansaw-STATE TOTAL................................ 
Court  of Common Pleas1 ............................. 
C o u n t y k u r t l  ...................................... 
Munic ipa l  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ , ~  ............................... 
C i t y  Court  and P o l i c e  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ , ~  ................... 
J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Peace C o ~ r t l , ~  ...................... 

California--STATE TOTAL......,.......,..........,.... 
J u s t i c e  Courtl,l) ................................... 
rAunicipai ~ o u r t l . 9  ................................. 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL................................ 
County ~ o u r t i , 1 , 9  .................................. 
Munic ipa l  Court.................................... 

Connecticut--STATE TOTAL......................,...... 
c o u r t  o f  Cornon Pteasl.9 ........................... 
Probate Court'......... ............................ 
Juven i le  Court...................,........,........ 

Delaware--STATE TOTAL ................................ 
Court  o f  Common Pieasa.l.10 ........................ 
Fami I y Courta, .................................... 
Munic ipa l  Cour t  of WiIrningtonlO. ................... 
Alderman's Court'," ............................... 
J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace ..................... 

Florida--STATE TOTAL.....,........................... 
County Courtb,l,g .................................. 
Munic ipa l  Court......................,............. 

Georgia-STATE TOTAL................................. 
s t a t e  Court1,g ..................................... 
Probate Court9... .................................. 
~ u v e n i  l e  Courtc,i .................................. 
county  Cour t  ....................................... 
Municipal  Court.................................... 
Small Claims Court................................. 

J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace Court......................... 
Recorders's Court, Mapor's Court, Municipal  Court, 

. 

l4ag is t ra te 's  Court  ................................. 
C i t y  Councl l  Court, Pal  i ce  Court, and 
Cr imina l  Court..........,,....................... 

Indiana--STATE TOTAL.............,................... 

Juven i le  Cour t  of Marion County7. .................. 
Munic ipa l  Cour t  o f  Marion C o ~ n t y l , ~  ................ 
C i t y  Court......................................... 
Town Court  ......................................... 
Justice o f  t h e  Peace Court......................... 
SmaI I Claims Cour t  o t  Marlon Caunty................ 

Kansas--STATE TOTAL.................................. 
C i t y  Court, Mag is t ra te  Court, and Common 

H W ~ I  i - - D i s t r i c t  cour t l .10  ........................... 
county  caur t l .7  .................................... 
Probate Court1.. ................................... 

pi*as  cour t l ,7  ................................... 
County ~ o u r t l . 7  .................................... 
Probate Court  and Juven i le  Court  I.................. 
Municipal  Court.................................... 

Kentucky-County Court, Quar te r1  y Court, Poi  Ice 
Court, and J u s t i c e  ...................... 

Louislana--STATE TOTAL............................... 
C i t y  Court  and Par ish  Court', New Orleans 

Mun ic ipa l  and T r a f f i c  Court1,  ..................... 
Justice at t h e  Peace court......................... 
Mayor's Cour t  ...................................... 

Maine--STATE TOTAL................................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court1, l . . .  ............................... 
Probate Court  ...................................... 

Maryland--STATE TOTAL................................ 
D i s t r  I Ct C o ~ r t ' , ~ . .  ................................ 
Orphans' Court............,........................ 

N/A 
NH 

N /A 

N /A 
NH 

N /A 
5,076p 
5,076h 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N /A 

5.352p 
5,352h 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

14,156p 
14,156 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N /A 
N/A 
N/A 

24,564p' 
24,584' 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

8.954 
8.652 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

22,895 
21,335 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N /A 

59,682 
59,002 

N/A 
N /A 
N /A 
N /A 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N /A 

N /A 
N/A 
N / A  
N/A 
N/A 

9 1,53 1' 
88,989' 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 302 1.560 680 NH 2,542' 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 31,915 30,840p 212,435p NH 275,190p' 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 31,915 30,840 212,435 NH 275,190' 
NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 16,225 103,377 413,389 6,588 539.579' 
24 1 N/A NH NH NH N/A 241 NH 

N/A NH NH N/A N/A 300 NH NH 6,588 6,888 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 15,255 99,254 391,424 NH 505,933' 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 196 3,520 18,062 NH 21,778' 

NH NH 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A . 233 603 3,903 NH 4,739' 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 765.892 720,573 13,756,850 NH 15,243,315' 
N/A 
N/A 

8.955 
8,955 

NH 
42,680 p 
42,680' 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

11,509 
N/A 

19.772 
19,772 

NH 

11,509p 

N/A 
N/A 

37.619 
37.613 

N/A 
17,730 
17,730 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

1,692 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

58,077P' 
58.077' 

N/A 
81.874 P 

N /A 

80,182ir 

58,031 
707,861 
47,617 
47,617 

NH 
191,344 
140,130 
51,214 

83,863 929,609 
636,710 12,827,241 

41,86211 142,420P 
41,862 142,420 

N /A N/A 
91,191 227.207 I 
91,191 227,207 

NH NH 

NH 1,071.503s 
NH 14,171,8125 
NH 231,899P' 
NH 231.899' 
NH N/A 

4,452 524.194' 
NH 458.528' 
NH 51,214 

NH NH NH 1,692 1,692 NH NH NH 14,452 14,452 
7,833P X X 2,166 12,789pr 27,717p 37.034p 76,658p 9.823 151,232p' 
2,056 827 NH NH 2,883 3,354 5,762 NH NH 9,116 
I, 789 NH 234 2,166 4,189' 10,522 NH 1,612 9.823 21.957' 

NH 678 465 NH l,163r NH 8,754 12.265 NH 21.019' 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

3,988 X X NH 4,554' 13,841 22,518 62.781 NH 99,140' 
155,619 146,84813 N/A NH 302,467p 222,233 213,873p N/A NH 436,106p 
155,619 146,848 NH NH 302,467 222,233 213,873 NH NH 436,106 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 87,472p 71,770p 262,971P 28,362 450,575'p' 
N/A 
N /A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
5,493 

X 
X 

NH 
10,541 
8.797 

N /A 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A N/A NH 
4.101 41,460 NH 

X x 1.397 
X X NH 
6 NH 1,397 

NH NH NH 
13,918 46,150 NH 

N/A N/A NH 
N/A N/A NH 
N/A N/A NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
51,054' 
83, I94p' 

2,385' 
1,403 

10,541 
68,865' 

N /A 
N/A 
N /A 

N/A NH NH NH N/A 
24,873I X X N/A 36,7OgiPr 

87.472 
N/A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
N /A 
NH 

N/A 

68,443 
3.327 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH N/A 
11,633 42,088 
73,652P 71,804P 
51,951 36,167 

NH 42 
6,744 NH 

14,957 35,595 
N/A N/A 
NH N/A 

N/A N/A 
. N/A NH 

42,752l X 

147,204 
113,645 

2,122 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

28,362 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

303,119' 
1 I6,g7Zir 
30,464' 

N/A 
N/A 
N /A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A NH N/A 
549,317 NH 603,0385 
226.459P 6,055 377.970P' 
130,149 NH 218.267' 

NH 6,055 6,097 
NH NH 6.744 

N/A NH N/A 
N/A NH N/A 
N/A NH N/A 

NH NH N/A 

96,310 NH 146.862' 

X N/A 311,647Ipr 

5,791 X X NH 9.949' 27,935 X X NH 113,977hr 
2,495 X X NH 10,173' 7.274h X X NH 190,127hr 

16,587fi NH NH N/A 16,587fi 7,543' NH NH N/A 7,543' 
NH N/A NH NH N/A NH N/A NH NH N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 62,755 209,356 426.446 26,043 724,600' 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 59.537p 112,158p 387,983 5,075 564,753p' 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N /A 

N/A 

N/A N/A 
NH NH 

N/A NH 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

NH NH 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

NH NH 

N/A N/A 
NH N/A 
NH N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
NH N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
NH N/A 

59,537 112.158 387,983 5,075 564,753' 
N/A NH NH NH N/A 

N/A NH NH NH N/A 
38,693p X X 4,517 i77.845pr 
38,693 X X 4.517 177.845' 

' N/A NH NH NH N/A 
332,812p 110,606 677,673 3,047 I.124.138P' 
332,812 110,606 677,673 3,047 1,124,138' 

N/A NH NH NH N/A 
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D I ;posed End pending Populat ion Number 
C l v l l  Crlmlnal Traf f lc  Juven i le  Total  ClvlI Crlmlnal  T r a f f i c  Juven i le  Total  In  thousands of  Judges 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3.653 410p 
N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A __ N/A 

N/A 
N/A NH NH N/A N /A N/A NH NH N/A N/A -- 68 
N /A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A 1 

N/A N/A NH N/A -- N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A I 
6,977 21,105 57,134 NH 85,216' 6,944P 7.030P 16,794P NH 30,768P' 408 83.8 
6.784 19.666 56.419 NH 82,869' 6.944 7,0309 16.7949 NH 30.7689' -- 27.8 

- NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A 

-- 
NH N/A N/A NH N /A NH N/A N/A NH N/A _- 120 mapor- and 220 recorders  

193 1,439 715 NH 2,347' N/A N /A N/A -- 56 part- t ime N/A NH 
N/A NH 26,363 X X NH 250,570p' N/A N/A N/A 2.249 174 

26.363 X X NH 250,570' N/A N /A N/A NH N/A -- 84 
NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A -- 90 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,117 303 
N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A - county Judges serve 
N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A - 75 Judges and 42 

N /A N/A N/A NH N/A N /A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N /A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A -- 9 

juven i  l e  referees 
95 
82 

- 
N/A NH N/A - 

X X X NH 13.i89,718's N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 21.522 600 
X X X NH 740,445'' N/A N /A N/A NH N/A - 175 

46,392 41,628p 142,611P NH 230,631p' 10,180 11,7438 37,422p NH 59,345P' 2,575 280 
537,908 579,812 11,331.553 NH 12,449,273' N/A N/A N/A NH N/A -- 425 

46,392 41,628 142,611 NH 230,631' 10.180 11,743 37,422 NH 59.345' -- 106 
NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N /A N/A NH N/A __ 174 

51,625'p 95,907 'Z5.446 14,800 307.778'p' 36,59OiP 15,263 17,454 1,344 70,65liP' 3,102 196 
51.625' 95,907 225,446 NH 372.978'' S,5901 15,26B 17.4549 NH 69.3079'' -- 61 

129 __ N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A 
NH NH NH 14,800 14,800 NH NH NH 1,344 1,344 -- 6 

26.219l X X 9.609 162,815l' 9.673P X X 2,380 14,709P' 582 89 
3.244 
9,632 

NH 
342 

13,001 
223,253 
223,253 

NH .- 
69.920p 
69.920 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

5.645 

8,979 
NH 

1.105' 
X 

185,903p 
185,903 

N/A 
64,051p 
60,701 
3,350 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH NH 
1.580 9.609 

12,235 NH 
11,497l NH 

X NH 
N/A NH 

NH NH 

251,238P 27,727 
136,727 NH 
112,547 NH 

1,964 27.727 
NH NH 

N/A NH 
NH NH 
NH NH 
NH NH 

N/A NH . 

8,889 
20,821' 
21,214' 
13,503" 
98,388' 

409,156P 
409,156 

N/A 
4 12.936 pr 
267.348' 
1 15.897 ' 
29,691 ' 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,166 
2,679 

NH 

N/A 
4.828 

N/A 

(k )  
NH 

N/A 
N /A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

944 
NH 

453 
N/A 

X 

N/A 
( k) 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
266 
515 
N/A 

X 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N /A 
NH 
NH 
NH 

- 

NH 
2,380 

NH 
Mil 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH . N/A 
NH 
NH 

N /A 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

3.110 
5,325' 

968' 
N/A 

5,306' 
N/A 
( k) 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N /A 
N/A 

__ 5 
1 1  
3 

17 
53 

- 164 
N/A 

74 
-- 159 
__ 35c 

N/A 
I 1  

- 49 
2 

- ~ 1 , 7 0 0  

__ __ 
- 
- 

8,353 164P 

-- 
4,984 ;y 2,030P __ 

-- 
- 
- 

N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N /A N/A NH N/A __ 
10,953 41,290 545,340 NH 597,5835 6,173 4,899 45,437 NH 56,5Ogs 884 16 
58,324p 59,698p 203,088p 5.775 326,885p' X X X 1.677 162,016P' 5,313 194 
34.716 27,544 116.663 NH 178.923' X X X NH 42.4449' -- 60 

NH 25 NH 5,775 5,800 NH 23 NH 1.677 1.700 __ 1 

5.759 NH NH NH 5,759 11,4129 NH NH NH 11,4129 - 2 
17,849 32.129 86,425 NH 136.403' 5,8919 23,5739 76,9969 NH 106.4609' -- 1 1  f u l l - t i m e  and par t - t ime 

81 N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A -- 
NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A -- 25 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 2 __ 
-- N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A . 8 

55,845 X X 21,007 345,585p' 25.919' X X N/A 37,917Ip' 2,299 126p 

28,269 X X NH 114.192' 5.457 X X NH 9,734' 17 
6.966 X X NH 189,776' 2.803 X X NH 10,524' -- probate judges serve 

-- 
20,610 NH NH 21,007 41,617 17.659l NH NH N/A 17,659l -- 109 

N/A NH N /A NH NH N/A - NH N/A NH NH N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3.436 606 
35,081p 92.992p 335,462 4.409 467,944p' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3.875 526P 

35,081 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

92,992 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
25' 
25' 
NH 

335,462 4,409 
NH NH 
NH NH 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

NH NH 
N/A 2,494 
N/A 2,494 

NH NH 

467.944' 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,519Ip 
2.519' 

N/A 

65 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
461 N/A NH NH NH N/A 

NH N/A NH NH N/A -_ N/A 
N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,071 36 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A - 20 
N /A NH NH NH N/A -- 16 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4.125 150 

N /A - 81 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A NH NH NH N/A -_ 69 

- 
- 

Foctnotes a t  end of table; c o n t i n u d  on next  page. 
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Table 18: Reported l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  caseflou, 1976 lcon t lnued l  
Beginnlnq pendlnq F i l e d  

C l v l  I &lnlnal T r a f f l c  J w e n l  l e  Tota l  C l v l  I Q l m l n a l  T r a f f l c  Juvenl le Tota l  
S ta te  and m u r t  t i t l e  

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ........................... 8,902'0 N/A N/A N/A 8,9OZip 387.515 217.869 1,480,214 49,467 2,135,065s 
D i s t r i c t  ~ourti,7... ............................... N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 239,885 202.71i 1,065,955 37.552 1,546,1035 

Boston Municipal  C o ~ r t l , ~  .......................... 
Housing ~ o u r t l , 7  ................................... 
Land Court1 ........................................ 
Court  o t  Probate and insolvency1 ................... 
Juven i le  Court7 .................................... 

Michigan--STATE TOTAL................................ 
Common Pleas Court  of  Det ro i ta , l  ................... 
D i s t r i c t  C o ~ r t l , ~  .................................. 
Municipel  C o ~ r t I , ~ , ~  ............................... 
Probate Court1 ..................................... 

Minnosota--STATE TOTAL............................... 

~ o n c i  I i a t i o n  c o u r t 3  ................................ 
county Court3.12 ................................... 
County Municipal  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ ~  ......................... 
Probate Court  ...................................... 
Just ices  of t h e  Peace .............................. 

Mississippi--STATE TOTAL............................. 
County Court....................................,.. 
Fami ly Court....................................... 
Munlc ipai  Court  .................................... 
J Ust i ces of  the  Peace.. ............................ 

Missouri--STATE TOTAL................................ 
S t .  Louis Court  o f  Cr iminal  cor rec t ion7 ............ 
Magis t ra te  Court................................... 

Probate court...................................... 
I.luniclpal Court.................................... 

Montana-STATE TOTAL ................................. 
Just ice  Court...................................... 
C i t y  Court......................................... 

Nebrask-STATE TOTAL.........,...................... 
County ~ o u r t l . 7  .................................... 
Municipal  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ , ~  ............................... 
Juven i le  Court..................................... 

Nevada--STATE TOTAL.................................. 
J u s t i c e  Court...................................... 
Munic ipal  Court.................................... 

New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL........................... 
D i s t r i c t  c o ~ t 5 . 1 2  ................................. 
Probate Court5 ..................................... 
Municipal  ~our t5 ,12  ................................ 

Nen Jersey-STATE TOTAL.............................. 
County D i s t r i c t  Court i  ,7.,. ........................ 
Juveni le and Domestic Re la t ions  Court i  ............. 
Mun i c i pa I Court7.. ................................. 

New Mexico--STATE TOTAL.............................. 
Mag is t ra te  C o ~ r t ~ , l . ~  .............................. 
Probate Court  ...................................... 
Xunicipel  Court  .................................... 
Small Claims Court  o f  Albuquerque.................. 

New YorC-STATE TOTAL ................................ 
C i v i l  Court  o f  the  C i t y  o t  Nen Yorki,I ............. 
Cr imina l  Court  of the  C i t y  of New York9 ............ 
Faml I y Court1 ...................................... 
Surrogates'  Court i  ................................. 

.  orh hen's Campensation Court1 ...................... 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A NH NH N/A 

NH NH 8.90Zhi 8,902hi NH 
NH NH N/A N/A NH 

NH N/A NH N/A N/A 
359,497i 91,199 280,326 N/A 731,O2Zir 

18.612' NH NH NH 18,61Zi 
51,765 67,246 191,874 NH 310,885r 
2,497 23,953 88,452 NH 114.902' 

286.623" NH NH N/A 286,623'l 

4,346 NH NH NH 4,346 

1.066 3.948 5.014 NH 10.028' 
N/A NH NH NH N/A 
N/A N/A NH NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 

NH N/A NH N/A N/A 
NH N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A i I.340p N/A NH 11.34Op 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

48,043p 13,657p X X i24,419pr 

42,631 9,709 X X 110.045r 

NH 11.340 NH r u  1 1 . ~ 0  

31,079 9,909 414,259 NH 455.247' 
7,490 5,198 NH NH 12.688 
7.699 NH NH NH 7.699 

101,362 NH NH NH 101,362 
NH 51 NH 11,915 11,966 

428,620 272.476 1,479,998 25,623 2,206,717' 
171,573 NH NH NH 171,573 
172,746 231,787 1,291,319 NH 1,695,852' 
16.590 40,689 188.679 NH 245.958' 
67,711 NH NH 25,623 93,334 

125.278p 65.519 X X 653,911p' 
37,954 NH NH NH 37,934 
74,215 39,019 X X 503.706' 
(3,129 26,494 72.648 NH 112.271' 

N/A NH NH NH N/A 
N/A N/A NH NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N A  NH N/A N /A 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A 

NH N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A 20,330P N/A NH 20,330p 

NH 20,330 NH NH 20,330 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A 
NH NH N/A 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A HH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N /A 

NH N/A NH NH N/A NH N/A NH NH N/A 

NH NH N/A NH N/A NH N/A 

29,494p 16,218p i0.022p 1,127p 56,861pr 43,810 X X 5,254 352,178' 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 15.081 X X NH 121.628' 
29.494 16,218 10.022 1,127 56,861' 27,967 44,958 151,609 3,184 227,716' 

NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH 2,070 2.070 
N/A NH NH NH N/A . 762 NH NH NH 762 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N /A 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A 
I.806P N/A N/A N/A 1,806ip 38,984 N/A N/A N/A 38,984i 
1,783 N/A N/A N/A 1.783' 23,370 N/A N/A N/A 23,370i 

N/A NH NH NH N/A 15,055 NH NH NH 15,055 
23 N/A N/A N/A 23 559 N/A N/A N/A 5591 

48.449 N/A N/A 11,602 60,05iiP 355,791 331.601 3,495,397 84.484 4,267.273s 
44,380 N/A N/A NH 44,3801 293,917 2,176 80,773 NH 376,86@ 
4,069f NH NH 11,60Zf 15,671f 61,874 NH NH 84.484 146,358 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH 329,425 3,414,624 NH 3,744,049s 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 13.649 23.687p 62,231 NH 99,563P' 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 13,645 23,687 62,231 NH 99,563' 
N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A 

NH N/A NH NH N/A NH N/A NH NH N/A 
N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A 

71,349p 9.4210 N/A 11.396 92,166p 572,166'p 226,160p N/A 48,872 847,19SiP 
20.353 NH NH NH 20,353 151,488 NH NH NH 151.488 

NH 9.42Ih NL1 NH 9,421h NH 226.160 NH NH 226,160 
47,406 NH NH 11,396 58,802 243,416 NH NH 48.872 292,288 

N/A NH NH NH N/A 53,351' NH NH NH 53.351' 

Court  o f  Claimsi ................................... 3,590 NH NH NH 3.590 1,014 NH NH NH 1,014 
D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ . ~ . .  ............... N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 122,897 N/A N/A NH 122,897i 
Town and V i l l a g e  C a ~ r t l , ~  .......................... N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

N o r t h  Carol ina--D i s t r  l c t  Court1,12... ................ 52.049 X X N/A 157.368ir 224.810 366,335 678,855 22,757 1,292,757' 
North DaIrota--STATE TOTAL............................ 

County Court  w i t h  Increased J u r i  sd I c t i  oni,' ,7.. .... 
Municipal  Court.................................... 
County Probate Court1 .............................. 
County Jus t ice  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ , ~ . . . .  ...................... 

Ohio--STATE TOTAL.................................... 
County Courtl.8 .................................... 
Municipal  Court1 ,8... .............................. 
Court  of ~1a imsa.1  ................................. 
Mayors' Court...................................... 

Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL................................ 
S ta te  I n d u s t r i a l  C ~ u r t ~ , ~  .......................... 
Court of Tax Review1 ............................... 
Municipal  Cr iminal  Court  of Record................. 
Munic ipal  Court  Not o f  Record...................... 

Court  of Bank Review1 .............................. 

N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
NH NH N/A 

N/A NH NH 
N/A N/A N/A 

105,051 33,326p 46,101p 
4,486 3,599 6,142 

100,260 29,727 39.959 
NH 

NH N/A N/A 
7p N/A N/A 

N/A NH NH 
7 NH NH 

NH 0 NH 
NH N/A N/A 
NH N/A N/A 

305 NH 

NH N/A 

NH N/A 
NH N/A 
NH N/A 
NH 184,478p' 
NH 14.227' 
NH 169.946' 
NH 305 
NH N/A 
NH 7P 
NH N/A 
NH 7 
NH 0 
NH N/A 
NH N/A 

NH N ~ A  
7,378l 15,687l N/A NH 23,065Ip 
5,6OJi 10,9001 N/A NH 16,503l 

NH NH N/A NH N/A 
1,542' NH NH NH 1,342l 

433 4.787 N/A NH 5,220i 
329,358 290.393P 1,339,866' NH 1,959.617P' 

20,874 25,360 154,689 NH 200,923' 
307,954 265.033 1,185,177 NH 1,758,164' 

530 NH NH NH 530 
NH N/A N/A NH N/A 

9P N/A N/A NH 9p 
N/A NH NH NH N/A 

9 NH NH NH 9 
0 NH NH NH 0 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A 
NH N/A N/A NH N/A 
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Table 18, page 2 
0 I sposed End pendlng Populat lon Number 

C l v l l  Wlmlnal T r a f f l c  Juven i le  To ta l  C l v l I  Crlmlnal T r a f f l c  Juvenile Tota l  In thousands of Judges 
5,535p N/A N/A N/A 5,535p 11,056ip N/A N/A N/A 11.0561p 5,791 209P 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A - 67 ful l - t ime, 16 p a r t -  
tim. and 81 special  
10 N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N /A N/A N/A NH N/A - 

N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A 2 
N/A 

27 N /A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A 

- 
5,535 NH NH NH 5,535 11,05b1 NH NH NH 11,056l -- 

- 
4 f u l l - t l m e  and 2 par t - t ime NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A -- 

416,423 267,800 1,419,828 22,935 2,126,986' 372.066' 95.875 340,496 N/A 808.437'' 9,113 337 
165,177 NH NH NH 165,177 25,691' NH NH NH 25.691' - 
169,108 228,547 1,277,551 NH 1,675,206' 55,403 70,486 205,642 NH 331,531' - 
16,049 39.253 142,277 NH 197.579' 3,038 25,389 134,854 NH 163.281' -- 
66,089 NH NH 22,935 89,024 287,934' NH NH N/A 287.934' - 

13 
185 
36 

103 
125,343p 62.273p 424,656 14,168 626,440P' 48,081P 17,252p X X 154,138P' 3,954 405 
39.446 NH NH NH 39.446 2,834 NH NH NH 2,834 -- municipal  Judges serve 
72,689 37,073 354,003 14,168 477,933' 44,2609 12,0109 X X 138.0669' -- 106 

28 

N/A NH NH NH N /A N /A NH NH NH N/A 2 
269 N /A N/A NH NH N /A N/A N/A NH NH N/A 

N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,365 20P 
20 N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A - 

NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A -- N/A 
NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A -- N/A 

N/A 
N/A 9,494'p N/A NH 9.494ip N/A 22,176p N/A NH 22,176p 4.787 w 6 7 2  

NH 9,494l NH NH 9,494l NH 22,176 NH NH 22,176 2 

13.208 25,200 70,653 NH 109,061' 987 5,242 7,009 NH 13,238' - - 
-- 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N /A N/A N/A NH N/A _ _  
- 

55 mag is t ra te  Judges 
91 magistrate and probate Judges 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A -- 
N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A __ 24 probate Judges 

500 NH N/A NH NH N/A NH N/A NH NH N/A _ _  
N /A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 755 199 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A -- 93 

106 -- NH N/A NH NH N/A NH N/A NH NH N/A 
26,517p 43,140P 150,007p 3.256p 222,920P' 30,944p 18,058p 11,602P 1,088P 61,692P' 1,552 64 
26,517 43,140 , 150,007 3.2% 222.920' 30,944 18.0589 11.6029 1,0889 61,6929' - 43 

( k l  NH NH NH ( W  N/A NH NH NH N/A . -- 5 

13 
NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A 3 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N /A N/A NH N /A 613 69 
54 N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
15 NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A 

23,034p 30,427 115,484 5,498 174,443p' 3,254p N/A N/A N/A 3,254Ip 827 131 
77 
10 
44 

34 
29 

382 
N /A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 1,172 186 

70 
32 
83 

676,142 439,034 2,586,686 61,174 3,765,036' 59,602P 14,847P N/A 12,057 86.506p 18,053 3,064 
120 
98 

-- N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N j A  NH N/A - 

- 
-- 

22,478 28,851 109,165 5,268 165.762' 3,2279 N/A N/A N/A 3,227' - 
N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A - 

271 -- 556 1,576 6,319 230 8,681' 279 
354,616 297,066 2,836,791 83.276 3,571,749' 49,624 N/A N/A 12,810 62.434iP 7.339 445 
293,177 2,320 62.717 NH 358,214= 45.120 N /A N/A NH 45.120' __ 
61,439 NH NH 83,276 144,715 4,504 NH NH 12.810 17,314 __ 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A __ 
N /A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A -- 
N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A - 

NH N/A NH NH N/A NH N/A NH NH N/A _- 
N/A N /A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A . -- 1 

N/A N/A NH NH 294,746 2,774,074 NH 3,O68,82Os NH 

149.865 NH NH NH 149,865 22,5899 NH NH NH 22,5899 -- __ NH 220,734 NH Mi 220,734 NH 14,847 NH NH 14.847 
261,907 NH NH 61,174 323,081 33,2819 NH NH 12,0579 45.3389 103 Judges and 35 County Judges 5 e T V B  

83.739 NH NH NH 83,739 N/A NH NH NH N/A -_ 35 surrogates and 36 c o u n t y  
judges serve 

I7= - 872 NH NH NH 872 3,732 NH NH NH 3,732 
125,243 110,454 927,376 NH I ,  163,073' N/A N/A N/A NH N/A I90 
54,516 107,846 1,659,310 NH 1,821,672' N/A N/A N/A NH N/A -- 2,50 I 

7.234' 13,693l 88,620 NH 109,5471' N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 645 249 
15 5.557' 9,437' 30,826 NH 45,8201' N/A 

158 NH NH 42.189 NH 42.189' NH NH N/A NH N/A 
38 1,262 NH NH NH 1,262 N/A NH NH NH N/A 
38 415 4,256 15,605 NH 20,276' N/A N/A N/A NH N /A 

21.168 25,608 153,517 NH 200,293' 4.3009 3,3399 7,2649 NH 14,903gr -- 63 

- 
2 12,208 X X 22,906 1,272,515' 64,651 40,410 72,698 N/A 177,759l' 5,462 117 

N/A - N/A N/A NH __ 
- 
-- 

346,613 294,029p 1,338,424p NH 1,979,066p' 97,575 40,096p 55,818p NH 193,489p' 10.690 934 

325.113 268,421 1,184,907 NH 1,778,441' 92,7729 36.7579 48,5549 NH 178,0839' -- 181 

332 NH NH NH 332 503 NH NH NH 503 -- Judges on ternparary assignment 
690 N/A _ _  N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH 

10,720 N/A N/A NH 10,720p 8P N/A N/A NH 8p 2,770 7P 
10,712 NH NH NH 10,712 N/A NH NH NH N/A - 5 

8 NH NH NH 8 8 NH NH NH 8 - 3 d i s t r i c t  Judges serve 
0 NH NH NH 0 0 NH NH NH 0 - 3 d l s t r i c t  judges serve 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A Mi N/A N/A NH N/A - 2 
NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A -- N/A 

Fmtnotes  a t  end of table;  cont inued an next page. 
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F i l e d  - Beginning pendinq 
C l v l  I W l m i n a l  T r a f f l c  J u v e n i l e  To ta l  C l v l I  W l m l n a l  T r a f f i c  J u v e n l l e  To ta l  

S ta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  

Oreyon-STATE TOTAL................................... 22,561' X X N/A 119,000ir 62.03 58,775 665,999 242 787.040' 
D i s t r i c t  Courtl,I1 .................................. 
J u s t i c e  Courti,I,ll ................................. 
Munic ipa l  Cour t i , l l  ................................. 
County Courtl.. ..................................... 

Pennsylvania--STATE TOTAL............................. 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  Municipal  Cour t ' ,  '.............. ....... 
D i s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  C~urt~,~............ ............... 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  T r a f f i c  Court.......................... 
P i t t s b u r g h  T r a f f i c  Magistrates...................... 

Puer to  Rlcw-STATE TOTAL.,............................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court1,l0 .................................. 
Just ices  o f  t h e  Peacel,lo. .......................... 
Municipa I Cour t  l, lo., ............................... 

Rhode Island-STATE TOTAL..........,.................. 
D i s t r i c t  Courtl,'l ................................... 
Fami I y C ~ u r t l , ~ . .  ................................... 
MuniciDal  Caurt..................................... 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

- 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N /A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

24 2 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

- 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6,436 
NH 

6,436 
NH 

21.312' X X 83,3051' 58.920 39,769 454,790 553,479' 
6 n h  7 9 9  7,276h 8.703hr 2,896 4,936 89,564 97.396' 
NH 3,439 23.144h 26.577hr NH 14,070 121,639 135.709' 

415l  NH NH 415l  214 NH NH 456 
3,461.4 lopr 10,570P 5,208P N/A 15,1788 220,891 482,223' 2,758,298 

10,570 5,208 NH 15.778 69,219 43,904 NH 113, I23  
N/A N/A N/A N/A 151.672 433,319 1,105,175 i,695,166r 

NH NH N/A N/A NH NH 1,653,121 1,653,121' 
NH N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A 

24,215P 18,612P 21,755 64,582Pr 46,697P 67.918 242,719 n 9,332~' 
24,215 18,612 21,755 64.582' 46,697 67,916 W.719 429,332' 

N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 42,141p 28,769p 697p 70,04 3' pr 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 29.026 28,757 . N/A 57.7831 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 5,115 12 697 12,260' 

NH N/A NH N/A NH N/A NH N/A 
Probate Court  ....................................... N/A NH NH NH N/A N /A NH NH NH N /A 

County Court  and C i v i i  and Cr imina l  Court ' ,  b........ 15,183 ( k )  NH NH 15,183 23,065 ( k )  NH NH 23,065 

Mag ls t ra teCour t l ,b  ................................. N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 94,758 70,546 335.762 NH 551,066' 
Probate Court....................................... N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A 
Mun ic ipa l  Court........................,,........... N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

Tennessee-STATE TOTAL................................ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Probate Cour t  ....................................... N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A 

County Court.....................................,.. N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A 

Juven i le  Court...................................... N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A 

South Carol ina--STATE TOTAL.. ......................... 25,039 N/A X X 27,162Pr 146,126P 70,546P X X 616,376Pr 

Family Court  l........ ............................... 9.850 NH X X 11,979' 28.33 NH X X 42,245 

N/A General Sessions Court.............................. N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A 
J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace Court....,,...,....,.....,..... N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A 
Mun ic ipa l  Court..................................... NH N/A N/A N/A N/A, NH N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Texas-STATE TOTAL .................................... 111,355iP 156.759P 42,399P 1.090 311,W3'pr 284.573 848,793 5,510,451 1.296 6,645,113s 
County Court  a t  Law, C o n s t i t u t l o n a l  County Court, 

NH NH 

and Probate C ~ u r t ~ , l , ~  ............................ 111,355l 156,759 42.399 1.090 311.6031r 131,036 168,423 69,222 1,296 %9,977' 
~ " n i c i p a i  Courti,9 ... ; .............................. NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH 435,360 4,523,153 NH 4,958,513' 
J d s t i c e  ot t h e  Peace C o ~ r t ~ , l , ~  ..................... N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 153,537 245,010 918.076 NH 1,316,623' 

C i t y C ~ u r t l , ~  ....................................... N/A N/A N/A . NH N/A 23,705 23,682 465,904 NH 513.291' 

Utah--STATE TOTAL ..................................... N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 23,705P 23.920p 479,562p 22.482 549.669ps 
J u v e n i l e  Court...................................... NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH 238 13,658 22,482 56,378' 

J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Peace Court.......................... N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N /A 
Vermont--Probate Court1............................... 7.621 NH NH NH 7.621 4,523 NH NH NH 4,523 
V i r g i n i a - D i s t r i c t  Z ~ o u r t ~ , ~  ........................... N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 400,925 264,557 820,859 111,675 1,598,016' 
Washington--STATE TOTAL ............................... N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 67,661 112.064 746,510 NH 926.235' 

Mun ic ipa l  and P o l i c e  Courtk,') ....................... NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH 39,112 222,131 NH 261,243' 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and Jus t ices  of t h e  Peace Courtk,','. N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 67.661 72,952 524,379 NH 664,992' 

West Virginia--STATE TOTAL......,.....,............... N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
County Comnis~ion................~..............,... N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A 
Hun ic lpa i  Court..................................... NH N/A NH NH N/A NH N/A NH NH N/A 
J u s t i c e  Cour t  ....................................... N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

Wisconsln--Municipai J u s t i c e  Court7 ................... NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A 
Wyoming--STATE TOTAL .................................. N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

J u s t i c e  Court  ....................................... N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
Mun ic lpa l  Cour t  ..................................... NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the  data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory informat ion p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  I I  of t h i s  
repor t ,  where S t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f w  a l i  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = T h i s  case type i s  handled by the court, but  the  data a re  unavai lable.  
NH = Th is  case type i s  not handled i n  t h i s  court. 
X = The data f o r  t h i s  case type are known to be included i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

aCourt j u r  I sd i c t  ion. 
b p a r t i c u ~ a r  c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system information. 
'Judgs informat ion.  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1976 c o u r t  year d w s  not equal the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1975 c o u r t  year. 
gChange in pending does no t  equal the  d i f fe rence between f l i  Ings and dispositions. 
hF igure  was computed. 
iData are  not complete. 
'Add i t l o n a  I i n  format i  on ava I I able. 
PData were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  the state.  
'Data include t r a t f i c  cases o ther  than parking. 
?lata include t r a f f i c  cases (DYiAXJl, parklng, other t r a f f l c  v i o l a t l a p ) .  
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60,7511 

!531 

2,457 
NH 

212,590 
69.978 

142,612 
NH 
NH 

37.279 
4,942 

13.334 
NH 

462,354P 
44,364 

417,990 
NH 

N/A 

440,585 
87,480 

117,JM 
NH 

2,063,464P 
NH 

1.098,190 
965,274 

N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

558.615" 
W.879' 

130,684' 
153' 

2,758,408P' 
114.y12 

I ,  658.79T 
965,274' 

N/A 

19,4 101 

4201 
9,8I IP 
9,811 

N/A 
NH 

NH 

1,073 
NH 

X 
787 

4,169 
NH 

4.450P 
4,4509 

N/A 
NH 

N /A 

X 
9,360 

27,433 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NH 
NH 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

98,098i' 
11,220' 

4201 
31,602' 

14,261P 
14,2619 

N /A 
N/A 

N /A 

47,260 
6,166 
1,191 

24,555'p 
21,750 
2,805l 

NH 
N/A 

IY.924P 
22,871 
24,781 
87,272 

N/A 

65.456 
67.267 
9,169 

28.189 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
X 

(k) 
NH 

X 
NH 

28,189P 

231.112 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NH 
NH 

X 
NH 

1,436 
X 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N /A 
NH 
NH 

10.701 
NH 

10.701 
NH 
NH 

343,828r 
73.433 
IO, 360 
52.744 'p 

2,805I 
N/A 
N/A 

22,871 

54 1,985' 

49,9391 

501,774pr 

36,918' 

N/A 

23.65%' 21.078 25,362 NH 70,086Pr 
23,652 21,072 25.362 NH 70,086' 

N/A N /A NH NH N/A 
N/A N/A NH NH N/A 
N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 

NH N/A NH NH N/A 
N/A NH NH NH N/A 

28,484p N/A X X 31,978P' 
14.4069 ( k) NH NH 14.4069 
14.0789 NH X X 17.5729' 

N/A N /A N/A NH N /A 
N/A NH NH NH N/A 

N/A NH 

47 
47 

I65 
10 

599 
22 

564 
6 
6 maqistrates and 1 
housing c o u r t  judqe 

3.214 148 
98 
25 
25 

936 61p 
13 - 9 

-- N/A 

- 
- 
- 
-- 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N /A N/A NH N/A - 82 
N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4.234 417 
N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A - 2 judges. 1 county and 5 general 

N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A -_ 81 judges and 20 county chairmen 

N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A - 6 j u v e n i l e  judges and 2 county, 

sessions judges serve 

Serve 

I t r i a l ,  and 7 general 
sessions judges serve 

N /A N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A _ _  70 f u l l - t i m e  and 44 p a r t - t i m  
N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A - 2 

NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A -_ 192 
196.2211 665,949 4,138,773 1.262 5,002.2051s 114.5271P 179,666P 44.929 1,124 Y0,2401Pr 12,599 -2,246 

72,939l 145,516 €6,698 1,262 i86,415ir 114,527' 179,666 44.923 1,124 340,240ir -- 346 

123.282 159,483 825,442 NH I, 108,207r N/A N/A N/A NH N/A -- 5 900 
NH 360,950 3,246,633 NH 3,607,5835 NH N /A N/A NH N/A - 5 1.000 

20.384p 24,190p 425,6828 25,397' 495,653'p' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,232 209 
NH N/A N/A 25.397I 25,397i NH N/A N/A N/A N/A __ 8 

24 - 20.384 24.190 425,682 NH 470,256' N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N /A N/A N /A N/A NH N /A -- 177 

4,166 NH NH NI 4,166 8.2309 NH NH NH 8,2309 477 N/A 
392.374 260.163 802,955 103,414 1,558,906' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5,052 151.8 

N/A N /A N/A NH N/A N/A N /A N/A NH N/A 3,611 2339 
258 

N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N /A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N /A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 1,832 S 224 

170 N/A NH NH NH N /A N/A NH NH NH N /A 
54 

Y/A N/A N /A N/A NH N /A N/A N/A N/A NH N /A 

N/A N/A N/A NH N /A N/A N /A N/A NH N/A 39 I y 1 P  
41 N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A - 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A -- N/A 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A -- 
- 
- 

NH N/A NH NH N/A NH N/A NH NH N/A _- 
NH 26,619 149,370 NH 175,989$ NH N/A N/A NH N/A 4,610 136c 

- 

IA c i v i l  case 1s counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
2A c l v i l  case i s  counted when it Is placed on the  calendar (has reached issue). 
3A c i v i l  case is counted a t  the  note o f  issue. 
4A case f a  t h i s  court i s  a new c la im OT an a n c i l l a r y  proceedlng t o  an e x i s t i n g  case. 
5A c i v i l  case i s  cot counted i n  the  Sam nay throughout the  State. 
6The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the  number o f  informat lons o r  Indlctmsnts. 
7Tne c r im ina l  case u n l t  of count is the number of Informations, Indictments, or complaints. 
8The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of defendants on the informat ion o r  indictment. 
'The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count I s  the  number of defendants M the  information, Indictment, OT complalnt. 

"The c r im ina l  cas8 u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of charges. 
I lThe c r im ina l  case u n i t  of count Is the  number assigned t o  the  Information. indictment.  o r  complaint a t  arraignment. 
I2The c r im ina l  c a s  u n i t  of count i s  not cons is ten t  statewide. 
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Table 19: General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts total caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. 

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  L imi ted  
Sta te  As percent Change i n  

popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending 
Sta te  i n  Beginning End End 2egi nni  ng 

thousands pendinq F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent pending F i l e d  

N/A. 667,122 557,402 N/A 83.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A 15,243,315s Califania.................. 21,522 
New Y a k .  looi O.li 92,166iP 847,19BiP 
Texas....................... 12,599 344,282 361.949 339,336 366,895 93.8 101.4 22.613 6.6 311,603ipr 6,645,113" 
Pennsylvania ................ 11,802 96,597 292,186 289,548 89,640 99.1 30.7 -6,957 -7.2 15,778P 3.46i.410V 

~ i ~ i n o i s  .................... 11,193 376,889' 3,484,572' 3.268.838r 430,575i 93.8 NC 53.686i i4.Zi 
0 1 i o  ........................ 10,690 193,697i 464,438 476,904 176,329i 102.7 NC -17,3&Si -9.0i i84,478pr 1,959,617v 

Michigan .................... 9,113 125,3121r 1,033,060S 170,3471 136,0461' NC NC 10,743i 8.6i 731,022ir 2,206,7i7i' 

F lor i da.. ................... 8,353 302,865 373,672 359.647' N/.4 NC N/A N/A N/A 302,467p 436,106p 

Now i e rsey  .................. 7,339 76,879 96,557 86,859 86,577 90.0 89.7 9,698 12.6 60,051iP4,267,273s 

Massachusetts ............... 5,791 136,438 68,593 67,165 137,866 97.9 201.0 1,428 1.0 8,902'p 2,135,065s 

N w t h  Caro l ina  .............. 5,462 28,551 63,321 58,789 33.083 92.8 52.2 4,532 15.9 157,36Eir 1,292,757' 

Indiana ..................... 5,313 231,846 281,13Ir 281,224'232,342' 100.0 82.6 494 0.2 83.194p' 377,970p' 

Virginia.................... 5,052 94,953 106,819 105,324 96.448 98.6 90.3 1,495 1.6 N/A 1,598,016' 

H issour i .................... 4,787 83,724 109,483 110,253 82,954 100.7 75.8 -770. -0.9 i1.34OP 20,330p 

l i s c o n s i n  ................... 4,610 148,989ir 682,475ir 723,231' i65,527Ir NC NC 16,538' I I . l i  N/A N/A 

Teniessee ................... 4,234 66,823 112,811 112,451 67,183 99.7 59.6 360 0.5 N/A N/A 

Et.ary land.. .................. 4,125 N/A 121,676 115.706 N/A 95.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A 1.124.138p' 

'Ainnesota ................... 3,954 10,024i 30.562; 29.868' 10,709i 97.7l 35.0i 685i 6.8; 124,419p' 653,911v 

Louisiana................... 3,875 N/A 163,571' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 564,753ipr 

Alabama ..................... 3,653 56,605 103,482 100,503 59,584 97.1 57.6 2.979 5.3 N/A N /A 

Washington .................. 3.61 I N/A 121,811 91,113i N/A NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 926,235' 

Kentucky .................... 3,436 79,94Ei 70,699i 66,850' 85,256l 94.6i ,120.6' 5,3OBi 6.6i N/A 724,600' 
Puer to  R ico  ................. 3,214 81.974 111,022 120,073 72,923 108.2 65.7 -9.051 -11.0 64,582F 349,332F 
Connect icut  ................. 3.102 36,331 30,559 29,268 37.645 95.8 123.2 1,314 3.6 81,874'p' 524.194' 

lows ........................ 2,874 133,424ir 587,921' 593.309ir i23,047ir NC Nc -10.377' -7.Ei 

Soutb Caro l ina  .............. 2,844 33,343 53,925 59,407 28,211 110.2 52.3 -5,132 -15.4 27,162Pr 616.376p' 

Colorado ..................... 2,575 97,922 121,051 131,461 87,512 108.6 72.3 -10,410 -10.6 58,077iPr 231,899Ip' 
M i s s i s s i p p i  ................. 2,365 N/A- 59,658' N/h N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Oregon ...................... 2,326 44,212' 83,754 60.617' 46,909' NC Nc 2,697i 6. i i  i19,O0Oir 787,O4Oir 

Kansas ...................... 2.299 20,55q 45,065 44.118' 21.498' 97.9 47.7 948 4.6 36,7OgiPr 311.6471pr 

hrirona ..................... 2,249 60,740: 84.774' 82,986i 61,416i 97.gi 72.4' 676' I.li N/A 275, 190ipr 

Arkansas .................... 2 ,  I17 57,586' 72,729 62, i24i  62,505i NC NC 4,919i 8.5l N/A 539,57gi' ............ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 53,697i 45,106' N/A 84.0i N/A West Virginia... 1,832 
Nebraska .................... 1,552 6,115 24.447 23,073 7,489 94.4 30.6 1,374 22.5 56,861p' 352,178' 

Utah ........................ 1,232 15,965 28,601 25,132 19.43 87.9 67.9 3,469 21.7 N/A 549,669ps 

N e w  Mexico .................. 1,172 22,249 43,955 42,166 24,038 95.9 54.7 1,789 8.0 N/A 99,563p' 

M i n e  ....................... 1.071 12,032 12,384 11,363 13,053 91.8 105.4 1,021 8.5 N/A 177,845T 

Rhode Island................ 936 N/A 10,010 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 70,043ipr 

Hawaii...................... 884 24,131' 28,139' 25,408' 26.862' 90.3 95.5 2,731 11.3 51.054' 603.038' 

................... 18,053 66,709' 145,758 150.949 66,809i 103.6 NE 

-- -- 

horgia ..................... 4,984 69.535i' 143,612r 129,128ir 84,019ir 89.91 58.51 14.4841 20.8i N/A 450,575iT 

-- -- 

Oklahoma .................... 2,770 216,31Iir 403,014' 389,368' 229.915ir 96.6 NC 13,604i 6.3i 7P 90 

Idaho....................... 833 31,678' 262.636' 257.215' 37,09q 97.9 14.1 5,421 17.1 - -- 

U i s t r l c t  of Columbia........ 700 25,225l' 307,309' 300,616ir 29, 184ir NC NC 3,959' 15.7i __ -- 

N e w  Mmpshire............... 827 22,872 24,189 22.268 24,793 92.1 102.5 1,921 8.4 1,806ip 38.984' 

Montana..,.................. 755 N/A 22,583i 14,127 N/A 62.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

South Dakota................ 686 N/A 4,210i 34.689' N/A NC N/A 

Nor th  Dakota ................ 645 3,421' 9,689: 8,706 4,272' 89.8 44.1 851 24.9 N /A 23, 065i p 
Nevada ...................... 613 N/A 32,082' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
belaware.................... 582 13,143 11,385 11,966 12,562 105.1 110.3 -581 -4.4 12,789P' 151,232v 

Vermont ..................... 477 29,215' 74.657' 78.93V 24,942' 105.7 33.4 -4,273 -14.6 7.621 4,523 
Alaska...................... 408 7,946l 13,250 10.814 10,007i 81.6 Nc 2,06Ii 25.9' 24.584p' 91.531' 

lryarning ..................... 391 3,493i 9,310 8,6OIi 4,2OZi 92.4l 45.1i 709l 20.3i N/A N/A 

-- -- N/A N/A 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the  data cn t h i s  tabla  are  g iven below. Explanatcry i n f a w t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  foo tno tes  c a n  te found in  P a r t  i l  o f  
t h i s  repor t ,  where s t a t i s t i w l  p ro f i  18s fa- a l i  c o u r t s  i n  each s t a t e  a r e  displayed. 

Y/A = T h i s  ~ d s e  type i s  handled by the court ,  bu t  the  data a r e  u n a v a l a b l e .  
NC = T b  number was n o t  computed because of inmmple te  Q- incomparable data. Computaticn o f  the  number was deemed inappropr ia te  i f  the d i v i s a  was l ess  

-- = M o t  app l i cab le .  
than 10. 
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Table 19, paqe 2 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  A I  i t r i a l  c o u r t s  

As percent Change in  A s  percent Change i n  
of t i  led pending of f i  led pending 

End End Beginning End End 
Disposed pending Disposed pendinq Number Percent pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pendinq Number Percent 

13,184.718is N/A NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 15.9i0.437' 13,742,120i5 N/A Nc N/A N/A N/A 
3,763,O3bir 86,5Obip NC NC -5,66OiP -6.l'P 158,875ip 992,95biP 3,913,985i' 153,315ip NC NC -5.56OiP -3.5ip 
5,002,205is 34O,24Oipr 75.Ji NC 28,637ip 9.ZiP 655,885ipr 7.007,062's 5.341,5411s 707,135ipr 76.2' Nc 51,25OiP 7.EiP 
2,738,408P' 14,261P 79.lP NC -1,517P -9.6P 112,375P 3,753,596P' 3,027,956P' 103,901P 80.6 NC -8,474p -7.5p -- - _- _- 376,889' 3,484,572' 3,268.838' 430,575' 93.8 Nc 53,868' i4.Zi 

101.Op 9.9p 9,OllP 4.9p 378,175iPr 2,424,055P' 2,455,970p' 369,81EiP' 101.3p NC -8,357ip -2.2'p 

- -- 
I ,979,066p' 193.489P' 

2.i26,98bi' 808,437'' 
409,156p N/A 

3,571, 74gS 62.434 IP 
5,535P 1i,056iP 

1,272.51 5' 177.759 ir 

326,885p' i 62.0 1 6pr 
I ,  558.906' N/A 

412.936 Pr N/A 

175,989' N/A 
9,494ip 22,176p 

N /A N/A 
2,519'p N/A 

626,440P' 154, 138Pr 
467.944'p' N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

427.62 lr 70,086P' 

96.4' NC 77.415' 10.6i 856,334ir 3,239,777ir 2,297,333i' 944,493ir NC Nc 88,15gi (0.3' 
93.8 N/A N/A N/A 605,332p 809,778p 768,803ip N/A, NC N/A N/A N/A 
83.7 NC 2,383'p 4.0iP 136,930iP 4,363,83OS 3,658,608s 149,Oll'P 83.8 NC 12,08liP 8.8'p 
NC NC 2,154ip 24.ZiP 145,340iP 2,203,658' 72,700P 148,92ZiP Nc NC 3,58ZiP 2.5iP 
98.4 NC 2O.39li 13.0' i85,91gir 1,356,076 1,331,304' 21O,84Zir 98.2 NC 24.923' i3.4i 

86.5p 42.9p 78,822p 94.7p 315,042p' 659,lOlP' 608,109P' 394,358p' 92.3p 59.8p 79,Jibp 25.2p 
97.6 N/A N/A N/A 94,953p 1,704,835' 1,664,230' 96,448p 97.6 Nc 1,495p 1.6p 

NC 109.IP 10,836p 95.6p 95,064p 129,813p 119,747ip 105,I30P NC 81.Op 10,066p 10.6: 
N/A N/A N/A N/A i48,98giPr 682,475iPr 899,220' 165,527iPr NC Nc 16,538'p 11.1'p 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 66,823p 112,811p 112,451p 67,183p 99.7p 59.6p 360p 0.5p 

91.6iP N/A N/A N/A 69,5351~' 594,187ipr 542,064ipr 84,019ipr 91.2ip NC 14,484ip z0.8ip 

NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,245,8i4pr i18,225ip N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 

82.giP N/A N/A N/A N/A 728,324 pr 467,944 pr N/A Nc N/A N/A N/A 
95.8~ 23.6~ ~ 9 , 7 1 9 ~  23 .9~ 1 3 4 , 4 4 3 1 ~  684,473ipr 656,308ipr 1 ~ , 8 4 7 i p r  95.9 24. i ip 30,404ip ~ 2 . 6 i p  

N/A N/A N/A N/A 56,605p 103,482p 100,503p 59,584p 97,Ip 57.6p 2,979p 5.3p. 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,048,046' 91,113ip N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 79,94EiP 795.29gir 66,850'p 85,25fiiP 'NC NC 5,308p &BiP 
Nc 2O.lp 5,504p 8.5p 146,556P' 460,354W 547,694' 143,009P' NC 31.Ip -3,547p -2.4p 

387,778ipr 70,651ipr NC Ex: -11,223 -13.7 118,2D5ipr 554.753' 417,046i?r 108,296ip' NC NC -9,909'2 -8.4ip 
_- _ _  _- __ __ __ 133,424ir 587,921' 593.3D9ir 123,047" M2 NC -10.377' -7.Ei 

601.774p' 31,978p 97.6p NC 4,816p 17.7p 60,505p 670,301pr 661,181p' 60,189p 98.6p NC -3i6p -0.5p 
10.720p 8p Nc NC l p  NC 2i6,31BiPr 403,023P' 400,088P' 229,923iPr M: NC 13,605'2 & 3 i ?  

23O,63liPr 59 ,345 i~r  99.51~' 25.biP I , Z ~ ~ P  Z . Z ~ P  155,99giPr 352,950 i~r  362,092ipr i46.857ipr 10z.6ip 41.6ip -9,142ip -5.9ip 
N/A N/A 

764,331 ir 141,340'' 

345.585P' 37,9i 7 i P' 
250, 570'2' N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

222,920P' 61,698' 

495,653ips N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N /A 

52,744ip N/A 
597,583' 56,509' 

109.547 ir N/A 
N/A , N/A 

i 62,815 lr 14. 709Pr 
4.166 8,230 

8 5 , 2 1 8  30,768P' 
N/A N/A 

lData are no t  CornDIete. 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 59,658'2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
NC M: 22,340i i8.8i 163,ziz i  870.794i' 824.948ir 188,249ir NC NC 25,037' 15.3' 

NC i2.ZiP 1,208ip 3.3lP 57,25giPr 356.713'p' 389,703p' 59,415ip' NC i6.7ip 2,156ip 3.8lP 
91.1ip N/A N/A N/A 60,740'p 359,964'P' 333.55biP' 61,4i6i? 92.7iP Nc 676iP l . l i p  

N/A N/A N/A N/A 57,586'P 612,308ir 62,124iP 62,505'P Nc Nc 4,919iP 8.5iP 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 53,697'p 45,10bi? N/A 84.0i? N/A N/A N/A 

NC NC 4.831 8.5 62.976p' 376,62F 245.993p' 69,181p' NC NC 6,205p 9.9p 

NC N/A N/A N/A 15,965p 578,270p' 520.785p' 19,434p NC NC 3,469p 21.7p 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 22,249p 143,518p 42,166p 24,038p NC Nc 1,789p 8.Op 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 12.032P 190,229P' 11,363P 13,053P N€ Nc 1,OZlP 8.5P 

NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 8D.053ip 52,744ip N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
99.1 9.4 5,455 10.7 75,185' 631,17lS 622.991' 83,371' 98.7 13.2 8,186 10.9 

-- -- _ _  _ _  31,678' 262,636' 257,219 37,09? 97.9 14.1 5,421 17.1 
NC NC 1,448'p 80.Zip 24,678'2 63,173i 196,711p' 28,047'p NC Nc 3,36gi? 13.7ip 

-- -- - _- 25,225ir 307,309' 300,616i' 29,184ir NC NC 3,959' 15.7' 
62.biP N/A N/A N/A 

N /A 4,210' 54.689' N/A Nc N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 22,583'p 14,127p N/A 

- -- -- - 

Nc N/A N/A N/A 3,421p' 32,75OiPr 118,247- 4,272p' Nc NC 851p 24.9p 

NC 9 . 7 ~  i ,woP 15.0~ 25,932pr 162,617~r 174,781" 27,271pr N(: 16.8P 1,339P 5.2p 
92.1 182.0 609 8.0 36,836' 79,180r 83,096' 33.172' 104.9 41.9 -3,664 -9.9 
93.1 NC 6,184P 25.2P 32,53OiP' 104,781' 96,036 40,775ipr 91.6 NC 8,245ip 25.3ip 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 3.49JiP 9,310P 8,6DIiP 4.2OZiP 92.4i? 45.1iP 709'P 20.3i? 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 32,082 P N/A , N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

PData were no t  avai  i a b l e  fcr  a l i  c w r t s  in  the state.  
'Data include t r a f f i c  cases other than parking. 
'Data inc lude t r a f f i c  cases (DWI/DUI. parking. other t r a f f i c  violations). 
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Civil caseflow (Tables 20-30) 

The second group of t a b l e s  (Ta- 
b l e s  20-30) d i s p l a y s  1976 c i v i l  sta- 
t i s t ics ,  both  published and unpub- 
l i shed ,  f o r  a l l  t he  t r i a l  cour t s .  
The f i r s t  t a b l e  i n  the  group shows 
the  t o t a l  c i v i l  caseflow, while  Ta- 
b l e s  21-30 show caseflow for ind i -  
v idua l  c i v i l  case ca tegor ies .  

To ta l  c i v i l  caseflow (Table 20). 
Table 20 d i s p l a y s  t o t a l  c i v i l  case- 
flow f o r  1976 i n  t h r e e  sections-- 
genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s ,  l imi t ed  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s ,  and a l l  t r i a l  
cour t s .  The 's tates '  have been 
l i s t e d  i n  popula t ion  order  t o  a l low 
the  reader  to  compare states with 
s i m i l a r  popula t ions .  Twenty-seven 
states repor ted  some da ta  f o r  a l l  
genera l  and l imi t ed  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
cour t s .  I n  add i t ion ,  the  four  
states and the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia 
t h a t  do not have l imi t ed  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  cour t s  repor ted  some data  f o r  
t h e i r  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  

The measure, d i s p o s i t i o n s  as a 
percent  of f i l i n g s ,  is used i n  Table 
20, as w e l l  as i n  the  c r imina l ,  
t r a f f i c ,  and j u v e n i l e  t ab le s .  The 
measure r evea l s  t h a t  the  problems i n  
keeping caseflow cu r ren t  i n  1976 
were g r e a t e r  f o r  c i v i l  cases  than  

f o r  c r imina l ,  t r a f f i c ,  o r  j u v e n i l e  
cases. Comparisons can be made by 
examining Figure N, i n  t h e  previous 
s e c t i o n ,  where it  can be seen t h a t  
f o r  c i v i l  cases  i n  genera l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  cour t s  a h igher  propor t ion  
of t he  ' s ta tes '  have less than a 
90.0 percent  d i s p o s i t i o n  rate than  
f o r  o t h e r  case types i n  genera l  ju- 
r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  Of the  52 
' s t a t e s '  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  g e n e r a l  j u -  
r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t  d a t a  ( s e e  F i g u r e  Q 
below), e i g h t  disposed of  over 100 
percent  of t he  number of cases 
f i l e d .  This f a c t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
these  states made headway i n  reduc- 
ing pending caseload.  I n  add i t ion ,  
21 states disposed of  a t  least 90 
p e r c e n t  b u t  less t h a n  100 p e r c e n t  
of t h e  number of cases  f i l e d .  A t  
t he  oppos i te  end of  t h e  scale, only 
one s ta te  disposed of  less than 70 
percent  (58.9%) of t he  cases  f i l e d .  
Lack of data prevented c a l c u l a t i o n  
of t he  measure f o r  12 states.  

The number of d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  
l imi t ed  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  was a l s o  
computed as a percent  of t h e  number 
of f i l i n g s .  Of the  47 ' s ta tes '  with 
l imi t ed  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  ( s ee  
Figure Q above), 4 disposed of over 
100 percent  of t he  number of cases 
f i l e d ,  and 10 o t h e r s  disposed of a t  
least  90 percent  of the  cases  

Figure Q: Number of 's tates'  with specified ranges of disposed cases a s  
a percent of f i l e d  cases for c i v i l  caseflow i n  t r i a l  courts. 

Range i n  percent  

70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% To ta l  
to  and ' s t a t e s '  Under to  t o  

70.0% 79.9% 89.9% 99.9% over r epor t ing  ----- 
Tota l  c i v i l  caseflow: 

' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  (Table 20) 1 0 10 21 8 40 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  (Table 20) 1 2 2 10 4 19 

1 1 4 23 1 16 ' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  a l l  t r i a l  cour t s  (Table 20). . . . . .  
C i v i l  case ca tegor ies :  

1 3 4 4 
2 5 1 2 
1 6 6 4 
1 1 7 3 

1 2 0 9 7 
6 11 Proper ty  rights (Table 26) 0 

6 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 14 0 
1 2 7 6 9 
2 0 1 6 6 
1 3 3 2 1 

Auto tor t  (Table 21)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 
Non-auto t o r t  (Table 22) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 
Total tort  (Table 23). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 
Cont rac t  (Table 24). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 
Small claims (Table 25). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Daes t i c  r e l a t i o n s  (Table 27). 0 
Probate (Table 28) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mental hea l th  (Table 29) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
C i v i l  appeals (Table 30) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 4 
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f i l e d .  A t  t he  oppos i te  end of  t h e  
s c a l e ,  one s ta te  disposed of l e s s  
than 70 percent .  Lack of da ta  pre-  
vented c a l c u l a t i o n  of the measure 
f o r  28 ' s t a t e s ' .  

The number of d i s p o s i t i o n s  w a s  
a l s o  computed as a percent  of f i l i n g s  
f o r  a l l  t r i a l  cour t s  da ta .  The t o t a l  
number of ' s ta tes '  i n  each percent  
range d i f f e r s  from the number of  
' s t a t e s '  r epor t ing  i n  the genera l  ju- 
r i s d i c t i o n  and l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t s  f o r  two reasons: (1) t h e r e  
a r e  4 s t a t e s  ( Idaho,  I l l i n o i s ,  Iowa, 
and South Dakota) and the  Dis t r ic t  
of Columbia t h a t  do not have l imi ted  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  ( thus genera l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  had 52 ' s t a t e s '  re- 
p o r t i n g ,  while l imi ted  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  had only 47), and (2)  i n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  have both genera l  and l imi ted  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s ,  the  genera l  ju- 
r i s d i c t i o n  cour t  d a t a  w i l l  probably 
d i f f e r  i n  percent  of cases disposed 
from t h a t  i n  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
cour t s .  Therefore ,  the  a l l  t r i a l  
c o u r t s  f i gu re  is  the  number of 
' s ta tes '  t h a t  f a l l  w i th in  the  speci-  
f i ed  percentage range a f t e r  combin- 
ing the  cases  disposed and c a l c u l a t -  
ing  the  t o t a l  as a percent  of t he  
number of combined f i l i n g s .  Of the  
23 states r epor t ing  ( see  Figure Q 
above),  4 disposed of over 100 per- 
cent  of the number of cases  f i l e d  a t  

t he  two l e v e l s  combined. Figure Q 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  16 o t h e r  s ta tes  d i s -  
posed of  a t  least  90 percent  of t h e  
number of cases  f i l e d .  A t  t h e  op- 
pos i t e  end of  t he  s c a l e ,  one s t a t e  
disposed of less than 70 percent .  
Lack of da t a  prevented c a l c u l a t i o n  
of t h e  measure f o r  29 s t a t e s .  

cen t  of t he  number of cases  f i l e d  is  
a l s o  displayed i n  Table 20. There 
a r e  33 ' s t a tes '  f o r  which the  mea- 
sure  w a s  computed fo r  genera l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  and 11 ' s ta tes '  f o r  
which the  measure was computed fo r  
l imi t ed  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  I n  
Figure R (below) t h e  measure shows 
t h a t  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  gen- 
e r a l l y  have a lower end pending case- 
load r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  f i l i n g  caseload 
than t h e  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  

There were 40 ' s t a t e s '  f o r  which 
the  percent  change i n  pending was 
computed f o r  gene ra l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t s  and 22 f o r  which t h i s  measure 
w a s  computed f o r  l imi t ed  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  cour t s .  E igh t  ' s t a t e s '  reduced 
the  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  pending 
f igu re  and seven ' s t a t e s '  reduced 
the  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  pending 
f igu re  ( see  Figure S below). The 
increase  i n  pending w a s  less than 20 
perc en t f o r  genera 1 j u r i s d i c t i o n  
cour t s  i n  27 s ta tes  and f o r  l imi ted  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  i n  10 s t a t e s .  

The end pending cases  a s  a per- 

Figure R: Number of 'states' with spec i f ied  ranges of end pending cases 
as a percent of f i l e d  cases for c i v i l  caseflow i n  trial  courts. 

Range i n  percent 

0 . 0  30 .0  50.0 70 .0  100.0 200.0% Total 
to to t o .  to  to and ' s t a t e s '  

29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% 199.9% over reporting ------ 
Total c iv i l  caseflow: 

'State '  t o t a l  for general jurisdict ion courts (Table 20)  0 5 8 10 9 1 33 
' S t a t e '  tota l  for limited jur isdict ion courts (Table 20) 4 3 3 0 1 0 11 
'State '  t o t a l  for a l l  t r i a l  courts (Table 20). . . . . .  1 3 7 3 1 0 15 

Civil case categories: 
Auto tort (Table 21) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 0 1 4 2 
Non-auto tort (Table 22) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 1 0 1 2 1 
Total tort (Table 23). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 0 1 7 2 
Contract (Table 24). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 2 0 3 1 
Small claims (Table 25). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 1 1 2 0 0 
Property rights (Table 26) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 1 2 2 2 1 
Damestic relations (Table 27). . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 6 7 1 2 0 
Probate (Table 28)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1- 1 0 2 3 8 
Mental health (Table 29) 5 2 0 2 0 2 
Civil appeals (Table 30) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 0 4 2 0 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Table 20: General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts civil caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as o percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. 

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  L irn I t e d  
S t a t e  As percent Change i n  

popu la t ion  of f i l e d  pend i nq 

~- thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pendinq Disposed Psndinq . Number Percent pendinq F i l e d  
S t a t e  i n  Beginning End End Beginning 

California.................. 21,522 N/A 501,775 401.4% N/A 80.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 765.892 
NewYorL.... ............... 18.053 66,709 114,099 113,287 66,809 99.3 58.6 100 0.1 71,349ip 572,166ip 
Texas ....................... 12,599 270,142 272,601 250,555 292.188 91.9 107.2 22,046 8.2 111,355ip 284,573' 
Pennsylvania ................ 11.802 61,553 178,800 177.060 59,717 99.0 33.4 -1.836 -3.0 10,570p 220,891 
I I I i n o I s  - -- 
Ohio ........................ 10,690 167,9Mi 244,569 256,271 151,380i 104.8 NC -16,604i -9.gi 105,051 329,358 

Michigan .................... 9.113 106,669 127.911 120,449 114.131 94.2 89.2 7,462 7.0 359,497i 428,620i 
F l o r i d a  ..................... 8,353 229,856 243,129 234.395l N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 155,619 222.233 

New Jersey  .................. 7,339 49,443 64,877 57,393 56,927 88.5 87.7 7.484 15.1 48,449 355,791 
Massachusetts... ............ 5.791 93,291 31,085 33,361 91,015 107.3 292.8 -2,276 -2.4 8,902'p 387.515 

N o r t h C a r o l i n a  .............. 5,462 13,269 10,774 9,391 14,652 87.2 136.0 1,383 10.4 52,049 224.810 

.................... 11,193 344,005i 633,246 575,465 397,256l 90.9 NC 53,251i 15.5l 

-. 
Indiana..................... 5,313 N/A 173,924 168,710 N/A 97.0 N/A N/A N/A 19,338P 73,652P 
V i r g i n i a  .................... 5,052 82,779 63.976 63,074 83,681 98.6 130.8 902 1.1 N/A 400.925 
Georgia ..................... 4,984 50,903i 87,133 75,534i 62,502; 86.7i 71.7i 11,59gi 22.8' N/A 87.412p 
Missour i  .................... 4,787 63,023 74.474 73.846 63,651 99.2 85.5 628 1.0 N/A N/A 

Wisconsin ................... 4,610 88,715' 208,280 228,516 103,212i 109.7 Nc 14,497i 16.3' NH NH 

Tennessee ................... 4,234 49.880 83,202 82,153 50,929 98.7 61.2 1,049 2.1 N/A N/A 

Maryland .................... 4,125 N/A 62,158 54,464 N/A 87.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A 332,812p 
Minnesota ................... 3,954 8.261 21,643 21,234 8,666 98.1 40.0 405 4.9 48.04313 125,278p 

Alabama... .................. 3,653 46,052 78,016 75,052 49,016 96.2 62.8 2,964 6.4 N/A N/A 

Washington.................. 3,611 N/A 94,325 79,911i N/A NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 67,661 
Kentucky. ................... 3,435 71.720i 59,497' 55,110i 76,i04i 92.6' 127.9' 4.384' 6.1i N/A 62,755 
P u e r t o R i c o  ................. 3,214 53,236 78,476 85,491 46,221 108.9 58.9 -7,015 -13.2 24,215p 46,697p 
Connect icu t  ................. 3,102 32.961 26,004 25,168, 33,797 96.8 130.0 836 2.5 42,680iP 191,344 

~. 

Louisiana................... 3,875 N/A 100,868i N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 59,537ip 

.- 

iowa NC 698' I S ~ ~  -- -- ........................ 2,874 47.146i 125,415 118,771' 47,844i NC 

Oklahoma .................... 2,770 134,417 160,562 146,131 148,848 91.0 92.7 14.431 10.7 7P 9p 

.- 
S o u t h C a r o l i n a  .............. 2,844 22,215 25,377 32,214 15,796 126.9 62.2 -6.419 -28.9 25.033P 146,126p 

Colorado .................... 2,575 79,096 83,879 93,686 69,289 111.7 82.6 -9.807 -12.4 8,955 47,617 

Mississippi................. 2,365 N/A 52,217 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Oregon ...................... 2,326 39,238l 55,799 45,708' 42.35gi NC NC 3,121i 8.0i 22.36Ii 62,030' 

Kansas ...................... 2,299 18.602 37,811 37,059 19,354 98.0 51.2 752 4.0 24.873i 42,75Zi 

Ar izona ..................... 2,249 54,064l 62,574i 62,133I 54,448[ 99.Si 87.0' 384i 0.71 N/A 31,915' 

Arkansas .................... 2,117 49,91Ii 59,916 50,394' 53.747' NC NC 3.836' 7.7' N/A 16,225l 
West Virginia............... 1,832 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Nebraska .................... 1,552 5,220 17,232 16,250 6,202 94.3 36.0 982 18.8 29,494p 43,810 

Utah ........................ 1,232 15.678 25.533 22,638 18,573 88.7 72.7 2,895 18.5 N/A 23,705P 

YewMexico .................. 1,172 17,305 33,990 32,765 18.530 96.4 54.5 1.225 7.1 N/A 13.645p 

Maine ....................... 1,071 8,188 5,851 5,024 9,015 85.9 154.1 827 10.1 N/A 38,693p 

Hawaii...................... 884 19,379 18,098 16,109 21,368 89.0 li8.1 1,989 10.3 5,493 11,633 

Idaho....................... 833 19,783 40,245 36,663 23,365 91.1 58.1 3,582 18.1 - - 
Yew Hampshire............... 827 18,361 17,758 16,494 19,675 92.9 110.8 1,314 7.2 1,806p 38,984 
Montana ..................... 75s N/A 18.668 10.987 N/A 58.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A _ _  -- 

-. 

Rhode Island................ 936 N/A 6.733 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 34,141p 

- - D i s t r i c t  of Columbia ........ 700 13,139i 170,059 164.621' 16,009i NC NC 2,870i 21.8l 
South 3 a b t a  ................ 686 N/A N/A 17,439' N/A N/A N/A 

Nor th  Da~ta................ 645 2,908 7,630 6,784 3,752 88.9 49.2 M 4  29.0 N/A 7.3781 
-- 

Nevada...................... 613 N/A 25.106i N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Delaware.................... 582 11,550 7,599 7.944 11,205 104.5 (47.5 -345 -3.0 7.833p 27.717p 
Vermont..................... 477 21,997 19,559 23,968 17,588 122.5 89.9 -4,409 -20.0 7,621 4,523 

Wyoming..................... 391 2,789' 7,981 7,255' 3,515l 90.gi 44.0i 726' 26.0i N/A N/A 
Aias~...................... 408 7,382 10,749 8,604 9,527 80.0 88.6 2,145 29.1 5,076p 8,954 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  a p p l y  t o  the  data on t h i s  t a b l e  are g iven below. Exp lanatory  in fo rmat ion  p e r t a i n i n g  to t h e  foo tno tes  can be found i n  P a r t  I I  of 
t h i s  repor t ,  where t tat is tical p r o f i l e s  tor a l l  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  a re  displayed. 

H/A = This case type i s  handled by  the  m u r t ,  but the  data are unavai lable.  
NC = T h e  number was n o t  computed because o f  incomplete OT Incomparable data. C m p u t a t i c n  o f  the  number was deemed inappropr ia te  i f  the  d i v i s i o r  was 

less than IO. 
NH = Tn is  case type i s  n o t  handled i n  t h i s  court .  

-- =Not appl icable.  
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j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  
A s  percent Change i n  A s  percent Change i n  
of f i l e d  pending of f i l e d  pend I ng 

End End Beg1 nni  ng End End 
Dlsposed pending Disposed pendlnq Number Percent pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent 

537,908P N/A NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,267,667 939,404p N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
676,142' 59,6OZiP NC NC -11,747'P -16.5ip 138,058iP 686,265'P 789,429' 126,4lliP Nc NC -11,647'p -8.4'p 
196.221' 114,527'p NC Nc 3,17ZiP 2.EiP 381,497ip 557,174i 446,776l 406.7151p NC M: 25,218ip 6.6ip 
212,590 9,811p 96.2 Nc -759p -7.2p 72.123p 399,691 389,650 69,528p 97.5 Nc -2,595p -3.6p 

- -- -- -- -- - 344,005i 633,246 575.465 397,256i 90.9 Nc 53.25Ii 15.5' 
346,613 97,575 105.2 29.6 -7,476 -7.1 273.035i 573,927 602,884 248,955l 105.0 Nc -24,080' -8.Ei 

416,42Ji 372,066' 97.Zi NC 12,56gi 3.5i 466,166' 556,531' 536,872' 486,197i 96.5l NC 20,O3li 4.3' 
223.2 53 N/A 100.5 N/A N/A N/A 385,475 465,362 457,648' N/A 
354,616 49,624 99.7 13.9 1,175 2.4 97,892 420,668 412,009 106,551 97.9 25.3 8,659 8.8 

212,208 64,651 94.4 28.8 12,602 24.2 65,318 235,584 221,599 79,303 94.1 33.7 13,985 21.4 

N/A N/A NC N/A 

5,535P 11,056iP Nc NC 2.154lP 24.ZiP 102,193P 418,600 38,896P 102,071P NC Nc -122p -0.Ip 

58,324P 17,303P 79.2P NC -2,035P -10.5P 19,338p 247,576p 227,034P 17,303P 91.7P N/A -2,035P -10.5P 

69,920p N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 50,903'p 174,605p 145,454'p 62,50Zip NC NC 11,599'p 22.8'p 
392,374 N/A 97.9 N/A N/A N/A 82,779p 464,901 455,448 83,681p 98.0 Nc 902p 1.lP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 63,023P 74,474P 73,846P 63,651P 99.2P 85.5P 628p 1.Op 
NH NH NH NH NH NH 88.715' 208.280 228,516 103,21Zi 109.7 NC 14,497' 16.3i 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 49,880p 83,202p 82,153p 50,929p 98.7P 61.2P 1,049p 2.lp 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 394,970p 54,464p N/A NC N/A 

125,343p 48,081p 100.1p 38.4p 38p 0.1p 56,304p 146,921p 146,577p 56,747p 99.W 38.6p 443p 0.8p 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 46,052p 78,016p 75,052p 49,016p 96.2p 62.8p 2,964p 6.4p 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A- N/A N/A 161,986 79,91IiP N/A M: N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A W A  N/A 71,7201P 122,252' 55,1lOip 76,104'p NC NC 4,384'p 6. l 'p 

54,617 23,6522 NC 50.6p -563p -2.3p 77,451p 125,173p 140,108 69,873p Nc 55.8P -7,578P -9.8P 
51,625iP 36,590iP NC NC -6,0901P -14.3iP 75,64IiP 217.348 76,793iP 70,387IP Nc NC -5,254'p -6.9'p 

698' 1.5' 

134,924P 28,484P 92.3P NC 3,451P 13.8P 47,248p 171,503P 167,138P 44,280P 97.5 NC -2,968P -6.3P 
10,720 8p NC NC NC NC 134,424p 160,571p 156,851 148,856p NC 92.7p 14,432p 10.7p 
46,392 10,180 97.4 21.4 1,225 13.7 88,051 131,496 140,078 79,469 106.5 60.4 -8,582 -9.7 

63,36Ii 20,903' 102.1' 33.7i -1,45Bi -6.5' 61,599' 117,829i 109,069' 63,262' Nc NC 1,663l 2.7' 

N/A N/A 

35,O8liP N/A 58.9IP N/A N/A N/A N/A 160,405iP 35,O8l1P N/A Nc N/A N/A N/A 

_ _  __ _- __ - __ 47,146l 125.415 118,771' 47,844' Nc Nc 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 52,217P N/A N/A N/A N/A 

55,845 25,919' NC M).61 1,046l 4.2' 43,475l 80,563' 92,904 45,273i w 56.2' !,798' 4.11 
26.363' N/A 82.6' N/A N/A N/A 54,064ip 94.489' 88,496' 54,448'p 93.7' NC 384ip 0.7'p 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 49,911'p 76,141' 50,394'p 53,747iP NC Nc 3,836'P 7.7ip 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

26,517p 30,944p NC NC 1,450p 4.9p 34,714p 61,042 42.767p 37,146p NC Nc 2,432p 7.0p 

20,384P N/A 86;OP N/A N/A N/A 15,678p 49,238p 43,022p 18,573P 87.4P Nc 2,895p 18.5p 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 17,305p 47,635p 32.765p 18,530p Nc NC 1,225p 7.1p 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 8,188p 44.544p 5,024p 9,015p N c w  827p 1O.lp 

N/A N/A 24,555'p N/A NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 40,874P 24.555ip N/A NC N/A 
10.953 6,173 94.2 53.1 . 680 12.4 24.872 29,731 27,062 27,541 91.0 92.6 2,669 10.7 

_- - -- -- -- _- 19,783 40,245 36,663 23,365 91.1 58.1 3,582 18.1 
23,0348 3.254p NC M: 1,448p 80.2p 20,167p 56,742 39,528p 22,929p Nc NC 2,762p 13.lP 

-- - -- - - -- 13,139l 170,059 164.621' 16,O0gi NC NC 2,870i 21.8' 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 17,43gi N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

58.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 18,668p 10,987p N/A 

-- -- -- __ - _- 

7,234' N/A 98.0' N/A N/A N/A 2,908p 15,008i 14,018' 3,752p NC NC e44P 29.OP 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 25.106ip N/A N/A N/A N/A 

26.219' 9.673p NC 34.9p 1,840p 23.5P 19,383p 35,316p 34,163' 20,878p NC 59.1P 1,495p 7.7p 
4,166 8,250 92.1 182.0 609 8.0 29,618 24,082 28,134 25,818 116.8 107.2 -3,800 -12.8 
6,977 6.944p 77.9 Nc 1,868p 36.8p 12,458p 19,703 15,581 16,471p '79.1 Nc 4,013 32.2 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,78giP 7,981p 7,255ip 3,515'p 90.9'p 44.OiP 726'p 26.OiP 
- 

1Data a r e  not complete. 
m a t a  were n o t  aval  l a b l e  f o r  a1 I c o u r t s  In  t h e  state. 
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Figure S: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of percent change in  
pending cases for c i v i l  caseflow i n  trial courts. 

Range in  percent 

-50.0 -20.0 0.0 20.0 50.0 100.0% Total 
to to to to to and ' s ta tes '  

-20.1% -0.1% 19.9% 49.9% 99.9% over reporting ------ 
Total c i v i l  caseflow: 

'State '  tota l  for general jurisdiction courts (Table 20) 1 7 27 5 0 0 40 

'State'  to ta l  for a l l  t r i a l  courts (Table 20). 0 10 25 6 0 0 41 
'State '  tota l  for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 20) 0 7 10 4 1 0 22 . . . . .  

Civi l  case categories: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Auto tort  (Table 21) 0 2 5 0 0 0 
Non-auto tort (Table 22) 0 0 4 1 0 0 
Total tort (Table 23). 0 2 8 1 0 0 
Contract (Table 24). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 2 5 1 0 0 
Small claims (Table 25). 1 6 5 4 0 2 
Property rights (Table 26) 4 5 6 2 0 0 
Dmeatic relations (Table 27). 2 3 16 3 0 0 
Probate (Table 28) 0 6 12 2 1 0 
Mental health (Table 29) 1 0 5 2 0 2 
Civi l  appeals (Table 30) 0 1 2 3 0 0 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

7 
5 

11 
8 
18 
17 
24 
2 1  
10 
6 

C i v i l  case ca t egor i e s  (Tables 
21-30), This  group of t a b l e s  in- 
c ludes  10 c i v i l  case ca t egor i e s :  on hand a t  year  end. A percent  over 
auto t o r t ,  non-auto t o r t ,  t o t a l  
t o r t ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  small c la im,  prop- 
e r t y  r ights ,  domestic relations,  
probate ,  mental h e a l t h ,  and c i v i l  
appea ls .  
' s ta tes '  and c'ourts t h a t  repor t  t he  
p a r t i c u l a r  case  type.  

popula t ion  t o  a l low f o r  easier com- 
pa r i son  of casef low i n  general  and 
l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  among 
states of s i m i l a r  populat ion.  By 
having the  da ta  i n  t h i s  order ,  and 
us ing  the measure of the number of  
cases f i l e d  pe r  100,000 ( l a s t  column 
i n  Tables  21-30), developing pat-  
t e rns  can be examined. 

f i v e  comparative measures. The 
f i r s t  is  the  number of cases d i s -  
posed during the year as a percent  
of t he  number of cases  f i l e d  during 
the  yea r .  This  number i n d i c a t e s  the  
a b i l i t y  of the cour t  to  dispose of  
i t s  caseload.  A low percent  here  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a cour t  i s  f a l l i n g  
behind i n  d i spos ing  of f i l e d  cases. 

used is the  number of pending cases 
a t  the end of the  yea r  shown as a 
percent  of the number of f i l i n g s .  
I f  pending cases  equal  the number of 

These t a b l e s  l i s t  only t h e  

The ' s t a t e s '  have been ranked by 

These t ab le s  r e f l e c t  the use o f  

I The second comparative measure 

f i l i n g s  (100 percen t ) ,  then a cour t  
has  a y e a r ' s  accumulation of f i l i n g s  

100 would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  cour t  
has  more than a y e a r ' s  accumulation 
of f i l i n g s  pending a t  the  end of t h e  
year .  

The t h i r d  and four th  measures 
d e a l  with end pending f igu res .  Both 
the  number and the  percent  change i n  
pending cases  compare t h e  number of 
cases  on hand a t  year  end wi th  the  
beginning pendings. Like t h e  two 
measures prev ious ly  d iscussed ,  t hese  
f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a b i l i t y  of a 
cour t  t o  handle i t s  caseload.  

The f i f t h  comparative measure 
used is  the  number of cases  f i l e d  
per  100,000 populat ion.  This  mea- 
sure  should enable  smaller ' s t a t e s '  
t o  compare themselves with l a r g e r  
' s ta tes '  i f  da t a  a r e  complete, i f  
t he  ' s t a t e s '  use s i m i l a r  case c l a s s i -  
f i c a t i o n s ,  and i f  cour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
matches. (See F i g u r e  T on page 78.)  

This measure i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t he  
number of cases  f i l e d  per  100,000 
v a r i e s  throughout t he  ' s t a t e s ' ,  re- 
gard less  of populat ion s i z e .  This  
lack of c o r r e l a t i o n  between popula- 
t i o n  and cases  f i l e d  may r e s u l t  from 
any of a number of  f a c t o r s ,  some of 
which have been discussed a l ready .  
The most important of t hese  are t h e  
lack of complete da t a  and t h e  va r i a -  
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t i o n s  i n  t h e  case ca t egor i e s  used by 
the  ' s ta tes '  which make accu ra t e  
compilation of caseload very d i f f i -  
c u l t .  These f a c t o r s  must be re- 
membered when making any comparison 
of case category s t a t i s t i c s  among 
' s ta tes ' .  More uniform c l a s s i f i c a -  
t i o n  of da ta  from ind iv idua l  ' s ta tes '  
and cour t s  would permit more e f f ec -  
t i v e  a n a l y s i s  i n  Tables  21-30. 

Cases disposed as percent  of the  
number of  cases  f i l e d ,  shown i n  Fig- 
u re  Q and i n  Tables  21-30, i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  the cour t s  are keeping f a i r l y  
cu r ren t  i n  d ispos ing  of the number 
of cases  being f i l e d .  A m a j o r i t y  of  
the ' s ta tes '  disposed of  a t  least  
90.0 percent  of the number of cases  
f i l e d  i n  a l l  cases  ca t egor i e s  except  
non-auto tort and :ivil  appeals, and 

many ' s ta tes '  disposed more cases  
than were f i l e d .  This a b i l i t y  t o  
keep somewhat c u r r e n t  may be t h e  re- 
s u l t  of a l t e r n a t e  methods i n  dispos- 
ing of these  types of cases  such as 
c i t i z e n  d i spu te  se t t l emen t  programs 
and t h e  use of r e f e r e e s  by the  
cour t s .  

of t h e  number of cases  f i l e d ,  shown 
i n  Figure R and Tables 21-30, ind i -  
c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  ' s ta tes '  have a l a rge  
pending caseload.  I n  some case 
ca t egor i e s ,  end pending cases  were 
a s  much as a y e a r ' s  accumulation of 
cases  f i l e d .  This  buildup is  espe- 
c i a l l y  no t i ceab le  i n  probate cases  
(Table 28) where 11 s ta tes  reported 
an end pending f i g u r e  of over 100.0 
percent  of t he  number of cases  f i l e d  

The end pending cases  as percent  

Toble 21: Auto tort caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by populotion. Courts reporting out0 tort caseflow. Disposed and end pending os a per- 
cent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State and cour t  t i t l e  

Cal i forn ia- -Super iw c o u r t '  ............... 
New York--Supreme Court and Couniy Court'. 
Texas--STATE TOTAL....,..............,.... 

~ i s t r i c t  Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
County Court a t  Law and Const i tu t lonal  

County Courti.'. ...................... 
Michigan--Circul i  Court'..... ............. 
Florlda--Circuit Courtb, l.... ............. 
New Jersey--STATE TOTAL................... 

Chancery Div is ion)  and County Court'.. 

Tennessee-STATE TOTAL.................... 

Law and Equliy Courtb ................. 

Superlor Court (Law D i v i s i o n  and 

County D i s t r i c t  Court'.. ................ 
C i r c u i t  Courtc,' ........................ 

Mary land-< i r c u i t  Court'. ................. 
Loulsiana--Dlstr lct Courtc.l,l ............ 
Alabama-< i r c u  it Court'. .................. 
Wash Ington--Super l o r  Court'. .............. 
Connecticut-Superlor court'..... ......... 
Oklahoma--District Court'..... ............ 

superior Court'.... ................... 
Kansas--Dis t r ic t  Court l..... .............. 
Hawal i - - C l r c u l t  Court'. ................... 
oeiaware<our t  of c m m n   easa sa, 1. ....... 

Colorado--Dis t r ic t  Court and Denver 

As percent Change I n  
o f  f l i e d  pend i nq F i l e d  per 

End End ioo.oao 

State 
populat ion 

thousands pendlnq FI led Disposed pendlng Disposed pendinq Number Percent populat.lon 
21,522 N/A 52.574p 40,138p N/A 7~5.3~ N/A N/A N/A 244.3p 
18,053 N/A 22,574p 23,202p N/A 102.8p N/A N/A N/A 125.0P 
12,599 39.5920 26,424p 23,374p 42,642p 88.5p 161.4p 3,O5Op 7.lP 209.7p 

I n  Beginning 

-- 26,151 17.540 15,220 28,471 86.8 162.3 2.320 8.9 139.2 

91.8 159.5 730 5.4 70.5 
9,113 20,847'p 1O,47Zp 10,1471: 21,172p 96.gP 202.2p 325p 1.bP 114.9p 
8,353 N/A 9,6293 7,728.1 N/A 80.3 N/A N/A N/A 115.3 
7,339 23,173 30,458 28,498 25.133 93.6 82.5 1,960 8.5 415.0 

-- 13.441 8,884 8,154 14,171 

- 18,473f 15,896 13.541 20.828 
-- 4.700 14.562 14.957 4.305 

4,234 N/A 6.99gP 6,649p N/A 
_ _  N/A 6,656 6,308 N/A 
-- tun 343 34 1 N/A 

4,125 N/A 5,914p 6,81lP N/A 
3,875 N/A 8,616p N/A N/A 
3.653 N/A 6.966p N/A N/A 

85.2 131.0 
102.7 29.6 
95.0p N/A 
94.8 N/A 
99.4 N/A 

115.ZP N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

2,355 12.7 216.6 
-395 -8.4 198.4 
N/A N/A 165.3P 
N/A M A  157.2 
N/A N/A 8.1 
N/A N/A 143.4p 
N/A N/A 222.3P 
N/A N/A 190.7p 

3.61 1 N/n 3.567 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 98.8 
3.102 7,417p 3,062p 2,908p 7.571p 95.0p 247.3p 154p 2.lP 98.7p 
2,770 4,47Sf 4,398 3,726 5,145 84.7 117.0 672 15.0 158.8 

2,575 N /A 751p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 29.2p 

582 N/A 334p N A  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 57.4p 

2,299 1,497fp 1,260p 1,325p 1,432p 105.2p 113.7p -65p -4.3p 54.8p 
884 1,404 816 M 4  1,376 103.4 168.6 -28 -2.0 92.3 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply to the data on t h i s  tab le are given below. Explanatory lnfotmatlon per ta in ing to t h e  footnotes can be found I n  P a r t  I I  of 
t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  for  a l l  cour ts  in each s t a t e  are dlsplayed. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court.  but the data are unavailable. 

T o u r t  j u r  isd Ict ion. 
bpar t icutar  cour t  oc repor t ing s y s t m  Informatlon. 
'Judge Informatlon. 
fgeglnnlng pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1976 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 cour t  year. 
IData are not cmplete. 
jExplanatlon of  data included in the category. 
PData were not  avai lab le for  a l l  courts i n  the state. 

! A  CIVII case IS countea wi th  the f i l i n g  of  a p e t l i t o n  o r  canplaint.  
2A c i v i l  case i s  counted when it i s  placed on the calendar (has reached issue). 
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Figure T: Number of c i v i l  cases f i l e d  i n  trial courts per 100,000 
population. 

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  f o r  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  repor t ing :  

Auto tort (Table  21). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
T o t a l  to r t  (Table  23) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
S m a l l  claims (Table  25) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Proper ty  rights (Table  26). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Daes t ic  relations (Table  27) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Probate  (Table  28). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

tfOn-autO t o r t  (Table  22). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Contract (Table  24) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Mental h e a l t h  (Table  29). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
C i v i l  appea ls  (Table  30). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  f o r  a l l  ' s ta tes '  r e p o r t i n g  f i l e d  d a t a  for  
a l l  c o u r t s  handl ing  case category:  

Auto t o r t  (Table  21). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Non-auto tort (Table  22). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
T o t a l  tor t  (Table  23) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Contrac t  (Table  24) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Small claims (Table  25) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
P r o p e r t y  rights (Table  26). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  (Table  27) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Probate  (Table  28). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mental h e a l t h  (Table  29). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
C i v i l  appea ls  (Table  30). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

' S t a t e s '  
r e p o r t i n g  Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point --- 

17  29.2 
13 36.1 
24 57.4 
15 11.6 
26 157.0 
28 2.8 1 
44 355.6 
31 8 .O 
25 0.1 
19 1.7 

415.0 
136.3 
475.9 

2,129.4 
5,434.0 

16,344 .O 
2,129.5 
1,443.9 

204.7 
69.6 

5 
4 
9 
6 

22 
13 
36 
33 
20 
15 

92.3 415.0 
46.1 117.8 

178.2 475.9 
11.6 1,143.7 

157.0 5,434.9 
7.0 16,344.0 

546.5 2,129.5 
8.0 1,443.9 

17.8 204.1 
1 .7  69.6 

149.2 
80.9 

231.0 
590.1 

1,618.3 
983 .O 

1,004.9 
432.0 

71.0 
15.8 

176.0 
76.6 

261.6 
599.0 

1,688.4 
1,828.5 
1,025.1 

426.6 
76.5 
18.0 

125 .O 
66.7 

194.7 
339.1 

1,579.5 
110.2 
989.1 
336.3 

61.9 
10.0 

115.3 
71.3 

238.8 
609.0 

1,664.7 
110.1 

1,001.2 
366.9 
62.8 
10.0 

Table 22: Non-auto tort caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting non-auto tort caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State As percent Change i n  
population o f  f i l e d  pending F i l e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Oisposed pending . Number Percent papulat ion 
State and c o u r t  t i t i e  i n  Beginning End End 100.000 

New York--Suprema Court and County Court1. 18.053 N/A 13,990p 11,577p N/A 82.8p N/A N/A N/A 77.5p 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL.................... 4,234 N/A 5,164p 5,654p N/A 109.5p N/A N/A N/A 122.0p 
c i r c u i t  Courtc.1. ....................... -- N/A 4,969 5,465 N/A 110.0 N/A N/A N/A 117.4 

Mar y i a i d - 4  i ... i t Court1.. ................ 4,125 N/A 2,282p 3,025p N/A 132.6P N/A N/A N/A 55.9 

Washington-Superior Court1 ............... 3,611 N/A 3,182 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 88.1 

Cali fornia-Superior Court1......... ...... 21,522 N/A 27,767p 20,023p N/A 72.1p N/A N/A N/A 129.0p 

F l o r i  da--Circui t Courtb,l.. ............... 8,353 N/A 3,ssiJ 3,041j N/A 79.0 N/A N/A N/A 46.1 

New Jersey-County D i s t r i c t  Court I . . . . . . . .  7,339 . 1,447p 4.469p 4,398p 1,518p 98.4p 34.0p 71p 4.9p 60.9p 

Law and Equi ty  Courtb,l ................ -- N/A 195 189 N/A 96.9 N/A N/A N/A 4.6 

Louis iana--Dis t r ic t  Courtc,i,f... ......... 3,075 N/A 5,280P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 136.3P 

Connecticut--Superior Court1.... .......... 3,102 4,641p 1,899p 1,531p 5,009P 80.6p 263.8p 368p 7.9p 61.2p 
Oklahoma--District Court1 ................. 2,770 2,553' 3,264 2,660 3,157 81.5 96.1 604 23.7 . 117.8 

Colorado--Distr ict Court and Denver 
Superior Court1 ....................... 2,575 N/A 929p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 36.Ip 

Kansas-Distr ict Court1 ................... 2,299 I,i180fP 1,533P 1,332p 1,681P 86.9P l09.7P 201p 13.6P 66.7p 
Hawai i - - C i r c u i t  Court1 .................... 884 813 482 398 897 84 10.3 54.5 82.6 186. I 

Note: F w t n o t e s  t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h l s  tab le are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  I I of  
t h l s  report.  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  each State are d isp lapd.  

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

b p a r t i c u i a r  m u r t  o r  repor t ing system ~nformation. 
CJu4ge informat ion. 
tBaginning pending f igure f a  t h e  1976 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igure f a  the 1975 cour t  year. 
jcxp lanat ion of data included i n  the category. 
PData wepe not avai lab le for a l l  courts i n  the state. 

1 C l v i l  cas85 are counted wi th  the f i l i n g  of  a p e t i t l a  a complaint. 
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Table 23: Total tort caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting tort (auto tort, non-auto tort, or unclassified tort) case- 
flow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed 
per 100,000 population. 

State As percent Change i n  
populat ion o f  f i l e d  pend i ng F i  led per 

thousands Number Percent populat ion 
State and cour t  t i t l e  i n  Beginning End End IO0,M)O 

California--Superior Court1. .............. 21.522 N/A 80,341p 60,161p N/A 74.9p N/A N/A N/A 373.38 

Supreme Court and County Court1 ......... - N/A 36,564 34.779 N/A !95.11 N/A N/A N/A 202.5 
. C i v i l  Court o f  the C i t y  of New Yorki,I.. _ _  . N/A 46,546 47,301 N/A 101.6 N/A N/A N/A NC 

New York--STATE TOTAL..................... 18,053 N/A 83,110p 82,080p N/A 98.8p N/A N/A N/A 460.4p 

Texas-STATE TOTAL ........................ 12,599 39,592p 26,424p 23,374p 42,642p 88.5p 161.4p 3,050p 7.7p 209.7p 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ......................... - 26,151 17,540 15,220 28,471 86.8 162.3 2,320 8.9 139.2 
County Court a t  Law and 

Const i tu t ional  County Cour t i , l  ........ -- 13,441 8,884 8,154 14,171 91.8 159.5 730 5.4 70.5 
Ohio--STATE TOTAL ......................... 10,690 34,274'p 35,52813 39,205P 31,565lP 110.3p NC -2,709'p -7.9'0 332.31) 

County Court 1.. ......................... - 168 324 378 1169 116.7 35.8 -52 -31.0 3.0 

F l  o r  i d a - 4  i r c u  it Courtb,l.. ............... 8,353 N/A 26,096J 21,631.j N/A 82.9 N/A N/A N/A 312.4 

cour t  of Camon Pleas1 ................... - 22,924fi 19,424 19.561 22,66Ei 100.7 NC -256i - 1 . I I  181.7 

Mun I c i pa I Courtl.. ...................... - 11,182 15.780 19,266 8,7819 122.1 55.6 -2.401 -21.5 147.6 
M i c h i g a n - X i r c u i t  Court!  .................. 9,113 . 20,847fp 10,472p 10,147p 21,172P 96.9p 202.2p 325p 1.6p 114.9P 

New Jersey-STATE TOTAL ................... 7,339 24,620 34.927 32,896 26,651 94.2 76.3 2,031 8.2 475.9 
Superior Court (Law D i v i s i o n  and 

Chancery D i v i s i o n )  and County Court2.. -- 18,473f 15,896 13,541 20,828 85.2 131.0 2,355 12.7 216.6 
. .................. _ _  6,147 19,031 19,355 5.823 101.7 30.6 . -324 -5.3 . 259.3 
Missour i - -Ci rcu i t  Court and Court o f  

.- county D i s t r i c t  Court1 

Common pleas1 ......................... 4,787 N/A N / A '  6,865p N/A N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A 
Wisconsln--STATE TOTAL .................... 4,610 10,37gfh 8,281 7,704 10,956 93.0 132.3 577 5.6 179.6 

C i r c u i t  Court1 .......................... -- X 5.685 5.344 X 94.0 X x x  123.3 
County Court1 -- 

Law and Equi ty  Courtb,' - 

........................... 56.3 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL.................... 4.234 N/A 12.163p 12,303p N/A 101.2p N/A N/A N/A 287.3p 

C i r c u i t  Caurtc.1 - N/A 11,625 11,773 N/A 101.3 N/A N/A N/A 274.6 ................. N/A N/A 12.7 N/A 538 530 N/A 98.5 N/A 

X 2,596 2,360 x 90.9 x .  x x -  

........................ 
Mar yland--Circu it Courtl.. ................ 4,125 WA 8,196p 9,836p N/A 12O.Op N/A N/A N/A 198.7p 
Louisiana--District Courtc,i,I ............ 3.875 N/A I3.896p N/A N/A N/A N/A . N/A N/A . 358. 6p 
Alabama--Ci-cuit Court1 ................... 3.653 N/A 6,966p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 190.7p 
Wash i ngton--Super i o r  Courtl.. ............. 3,6 I I N/A 6,749 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 186.9 

Superior Court1 ......................... -- 9,801 3,755 5,230 8,326 139.3 221.7 -1,475 -15.0 116.8 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ......................... -- 1,946 2,035 2,056 1,925 101.0 94.6 . -21 -1.1 63.3 

Connecticut--Superior Court1 .............. 3,102 12,058p 4,961p 4,439p 12,580p 89.5p 253.6p 522p 4.3p 159.9p 
Oklahoma--District Court'. ................ 2,770 7,026f 7,662 6.386 8,302 83.3 108.4 1,276 18.2 276.6 

Superior Court1 ....................... 2,575 N/A 3,250p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 126.2P 
Kansas--D i s t r  I c t  Court1.. ................. 2,299 . 2,977fP 2,793p 2,657p 3,119 . 95.Ip 111.5 136p 4.6p 121.5p 

Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL.................. 3.214 11,747 5,790 7,286 10,251 125.8 177.0 -1,496 -12.7 180.1 

Colorado--Distr ict Court and Denver 

Utah--DistrictCourtl..................... 1,232 N/A 809P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 65.7P 
Hawai I--STATE TOTAL....................... 8@4 3,OW 2,111 1.880 3,235 89.1 153.2 231 7.7 238.8 

56 2.5 146.8 C i r c u i t  h u r t ]  _- 2,217 1,298 1,242 2,273 95.7 175.1 
787 813 638 962 78.5 118.3 175 22.2 92.0 ~ ~ s t r i c t  Court1 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL........................ 833 1,591 1,484 1,206 1,669 81.3 112.5 278 20.0 178.2 
u i s t r  i c t  Cour t '  -- I,07bfh 924 778 1,232 83.3 131.9 1 5 6  14.5 112.1 

.......................... 
. ......................... -- .- 

........................ 
Magistrates Divisiona,I ................. __ 315fh 550 428 437 77.8 79.5 122 38.7 66.0 

North Da kota-Dis t r ic t  Court1.. 645 N/A 846p 844p N/A 99.8p N/A N/A N/A I3I.ZP 
Delaware-4ourt of Comon Pleasa, I 582 N/A 334p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 57.4p 

............ Nen Hampshire--Distr ict Court5 .~ 827 N/A N/A 792p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ........... ........ 
Alaska--STATE TOTAL....................... 408 N/A 1,331 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 326.2 

N/A 870 N/A N/A N/A N /A N/A N/A 213.2 
N/A 461 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 113.0 

....................... Superior Courtl.. - 
D i s t r  i c t  Court I.. ....................... -- 

Note: F w t n o t e s  t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  I1 of 
t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f w  a11 cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/h = This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of incomplete OT incomparable data. Computatim of the number vas deemed Inappropriate i f  the d i v i s w  was less 

X = The data f a  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  the t o t a l  b u t  were not avai lab le b y  category. 

%our t  j u r  1 sdict ion. 
% a r t i c u l a r  cour t  a repor t ing system information. 
cJudye information. 
fBeginning pendlng f igure for t h e  1976 cour t  year does no t  equal the end pending f igure f o r  t h e  1975 cour t  year. 
Zhange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and disposit ions. 
hFigure was computed. 
'Data are not mmpiete. 
jExplanation of  data included i n  the category. 
Wata nere not a m i  l a b l e  f o r  a l  I cour ts  i n  the state. 

I A  c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i m  a complaint. 
2A c i v i l  case i s  counted when it i s  piaced on the calendar (has reached issue). 
5A c i v i l  case i s  n o t  counted i n  the Sam way throughout the state. 

than IO. 
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as w e l l  a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of  
cases  disposed.  The f a c t  t h a t  
guardianship,  conserva torsh ip ,  and 
t r u s t e e s h i p  cases ,  which may be 
pending f o r  long per iods  of t i m e ,  
are included i n  probate  caseload,  
may account f o r  t h i s  l a r g e  volume of 
end pending cases  a s  a percent  o f  
the  number of  f i l e d  cases .  The case 
category with the lowest propor t ion  
of end pending cases  compared to the 
number of cases  f i l e d  was small 
claims. T h i s  i s  most l i k e l y  due t o  
the na ture  of small  c la ims cases;  
t h a t  is, they a r e  cases  genera l ly  
handled i n  a s p e c i a l  manner to  a l low 
quick cour t  processing.  

The percent  of change i n  pending 
measure shown i n  Figure S and Tables 
21-30 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  ' s t a t e s '  showing 

decreases  i n  pending case  f i g u r e s  
w e r e  few, and a l a r g e  number showed 
inc reases ,  bu t  most i nc reases  were 
less than 20 .O percent .  

The number of cases  f i l e d  p e r  
100,000 populat ion f o r  c i v i l  case  
ca t egor i e s  i s  displayed i n  Figure T 
and i n  Tables 21-30. Figure T g ives  
the minimum, maximum, average, and 
mid-point €or a l l  ' s t a t e s '  r epor t ing  
f i l i n g s  of any kind i n  t h e  case 
ca tegory ,  as w e 1 1  as f o r  ' s t a t e s '  
r epor t ing  f i l i n g  da ta  fo r  a l l  c o u r t s  
handling the  case category.  The 
g r e a t e s t  volume of cases  i s  i n  t h e  
small claims and domestic r e l a t i o n s  
ca t egor i e s ,  with non-auto t o r t ,  men- 
t a l  h e a l t h ,  and c i v i l  appea ls  having 
the  lowest volume of cases .  

Table 24: Contract caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting contract caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a per- 
cent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

Change in  State AS percent 
popu I aticm of  f i l e d  pend I nq F i l e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pendlng . Number Percent populat ion 
New Yark--STATE TOTAL.,................... 18.053 N/A 33,988p 32,294p N/A 95.0p N/A N/A N/A 188.3p 

State and cour t  t i t l e  i n  Beginning End End 100.000 

-. 

Supreme Court and County Court1 ......... - N/A 10.350 9,505 N/A 91.8 N/A N/A N/A 57.3 
C i v i l  Court of the C i t y  of New Yard.'.. -- N/A 23,638 22.789 N/A 96.4 N/A N/A WA NC 

County Court, and Probate Courti,I.. .. 12,599 38,073p 25,112p 23,326P 39,859P 92.9P 158.7P 1,786p 4.7p 199.3p 
Texas--County Court a t  Law, Const i tu t ional  

Ohio--STATE TOTAL ......................... 10,690 57,506p 162.862P 173.237P 53,098p 106.4p 32.6P -4,408p -7.7p 1,523.5p 
County Court1 ........................... - 1,380 4,125 4,354 1,1479 105.6 27.8 -233 -16.9 38.6 
Mun i c i p a  I Court1... ..................... -- 56.126 158,737 168,883 51,9519 106.4 32.7 -4.175 -7.4 1,484.9 

F lor ida--Ci  r c u l t  COurtb,I.. ............... 8,353 N/A 28,324 26,638 N/A 94.0 N/A N/A N/A 339. I 
New Jersep-County D i s t r i c t  Court l........ 7,339 30,229p 156,275P 155,550P 30,954p . 99.5p 19.8p . 725p 2.4p . 2,129.4p 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL.................... 4,234 N/A 3,44313 3,906P N/A i13.4p N/A N/A N/A 81.3P 
Law and Equi ty  Courtb.l ................. - N/A 177 144 N/A 81.4 N/A N/A N/A 4.2 
Chancery Courtc,l ....................... - N/A 3,266 3,762 N/A N/A N/A 77.1 115.2 N/A 

Louis iana--Dis t r ic t  CaurtC,J,l ............ 3,875 N/A 26.779p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 691.1p 
Washington-Super lof Courti. .............. 3.61 1 N/A 18,141 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 502.4 

Puerto Rico--Superior Court1 .............. 3,214 62 1 373 467 527 125.2 141.3 -94 -15.1 11.6 

Connecticut--Superlor Court1 .............. 3,102 3,227p 1,745p 1,459P 3,513p 83.6p 201.3p 286p 8.9p 56.3p 

Oklahoma--Oistrict Court'........... ...... 2,770 19,658' 19,820 14,909 24,569 . 75.2 124.0 . 4,911 25.0 715.5 

KansaS--DlStriCt Court'................... 2,299 3,734fp 6,375P 6,033p 4,076p 94.6p 63.9p 412p 9.2p 277.P 

Mar y land--Ci rcu i t  Court1. ................. 4,125 N/A 4,615p 4,250P N/A . 92.1p N/A . N/A N/A . II1.9P 

Hawai I--STATE TOTAL....................... 8&1 4,827 10,110 9,399 5,538 93.0 54.8 711 14.7 1,143.7 
c i r c u i t  Court1.. ........................ - 1,494 1,513 1,229 1,778 81.2 117.5 284 19.0 171.2 .......................... 972.5 3,333 8,597 8,170 3,760 . 95.0 43.7 . 427 12.8 

Alaska-STATE TOTAL....................... 408 N/A 3,596 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 881.4 
Superior Court1 ......................... -- N/A 1,190 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 291.7 

D i s t r i c t  Court1 -- 
New t larnpshlre--Oistr ict Court5..... ....... 827 N/A N/A 3,794p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

-- N/A 2,406 N/A N/A . N/A N/A N/A N/A . 589.7 D i s t r i c t  Court'......................... .- 
Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  tab le are given below. Explanatory information per ta ln ing to the footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  I I  o t  

t h i s  report, nhere s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f a  a i l  cour ts  i n  each State are displayed. 

N/A = This  case type 1s handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed inappropriate i f  the d i v i s o r  was less 

than 10. 

b p a r t i c u i a r  cour t  cr repor t ing system intorrnation. 
=Judge information. 
t5eginniny pending f igure t o r  t h e  1976 cour t  year does not equal the end pending t i g u r e  fw t h e  1975 cour t  year. 
YChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and disposit ions. 
ioata are not complete. 
PData were not avai lab le f o r  a i l  cour ts  i n  the state. 

IA c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or cornpialnt. 
5A c i v i l  case i s  not counted i n  the same manner throughout the state. 
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Table 25: Small claims caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting small claims caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

S t a t e  As percent Change in 
popu la t ion  o f  t i  led pending F i l e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending- Disposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
Sta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Beginning End End 100,000 

~. 
California--STATE TOTAL................... 21,522 N/A 434,642 298.112p N/A tK N/A N/A N/A 2.01 9.5 __ 

-_ 
11,802 
11,193 
10,690 -- 

-- 
9, 113 __ 
- 
-- 

7.339 
5,791 

3,611 
3,102 
2,874 
2,770 
2,326 - 

-- 
I, 552 -_ 

N/A 
N/A 

6,041p 
. 37,63Eh 

11,648 
1,635 

10,013 
9,646p 

N /A 
9,642 

4 
4,529 

N /A 
N/A 
N/A 

44,219 
390.423 

32,334p 
185,81 i j  
84,837 
12,419 
72,418 
45,658 

2.465 
42.752 

441 
37,132 

122,364 
116.737 

3,623 

N/A N/A 
298,112 N/A 

32,936p 5,439p 
184,161 39,288 
84,768 12,759 
12,600 1.5659 
72,168 11,1949 
45.777 9,465p 

2,403 N/A 
42,940 9.454 

434 I 1  
36,059 5,602 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
76.4 N/A 

101.9P 16.8p 
99.1 21.1 
99.9 15.0 

101.5 12.6 
99.7 15.5 

100.3 Nc 
97.5 N/A 

100.4 22.1 
98.4 2.5 
97.1 15.1 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

-602P -1O.Op 
1,650 4.4 
1 , 1 1 1  9.5 

-70 -4.3 
1,181 11.8 
-181P -1.9P 
N/A N/A 

-188 -1.9 
7 NC 

1,073 23.7 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

J u s t i c e  Cour t '  .......................... 
Munic ipa l  Court'........................ 

Pennsylvania--Phi ladelphia Mun ic ipa l  
c o u r t 1  ................................ 

I i I i n o i s - X i r c u i t  Court1 .................. 
Ohio--STATE TOTAL......................... 

County C o u r t ]  ........................... 116.2 
Mun ic ipa l  Court].... .................... 677.4 

Common p leas  c o u r t  o f  D e t r o i t a , l  ....... 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ......................... 469. i 

Michigan--STATE TOTAL..................... 501.0 
NC 

4.8 
New Jersey-County  D i s t r i c t  Court'. ....... 506.0 
Massachusetts-STATE TOTAL................ 2.113.0 

D i s t r i c t  Court ] .  ........................ 2.01 5.8 
Boston Mun ic ipa l  Cour t ]  ................. NC 

Nor th  Carol  i n a - - D i s t r i c t  Cour t !  ........... 5,462 N/A 144,846 N/A 17,831 N/A 12.3 N/A N/A 2,651.9 

County Court!. .......................... -- N/A 40,758 28,980 N/A 71.1 N/A N/A N/A 767. I 

c i r c u i t  Court].. ........................ __ X 163 150 X 92.0 N/A N/A N/A 3.5 ........................... _ _  X 110,230 110,800 X N/A N/A 2,391.1 County Cour t1  

Conci i i a t i o n  c o u r t 3  ..................... 
county  court> ........................... 

Washington-Distr ict  Court  and Jus t ices  
o f  t h e  Peace k , l . .  ..................... 

Connect icut--Court  o f  Common P leasl.. ..... 
I owa--D i s t r  i c t  Court1.. ................... 
Oklah---Distr ict  Court'................. 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL....................... 

D i s t r i c t  Court'. ........................ 
J u s t i c e  Court i .1 ....................... 

Nebraska--STATE TOTAL..................... 
County Court............................ 
Mun ic ipa l  Courta,' 

........................ -- N/A 2,004 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 34.6 Hous i nq Court  I.. ~. 

Indiana--STATE TOTAL...................... 5.313 253p 58,165p 40.813p 5,738gp 70.2p NC 5,485p 2,168.0p 1,094.8p 
Super ior  Court  and C i r c u i t  Cour t1  ....... __ 253 17,407 11,833 5.7389 68.0 33.0 5,485 2,168.0 321.6 

Wisconsin-STATE TOTAL .................... 4.610 15,90bfh 110,393 110,950 15,349 100.5 13.9 -557 -3.5 2,394.6 

100.5 N/A - -  
Minnesota--STATE TOTAL.. .................. 3,954 8,873p 80,222p 81,429p 7,668p 101.5p 9.6p -1,205p -13.6p 2,028.9p 

...................... -- N/A 15.081 N/A N/A N/A N/A 971.7 N/A N/A ~. 
Utah- -C i ty  Cour t '  ......................... 1,232 N/A 7,220p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 586.0p 
Mai ne--D i s t r  i c t  Court'.. .................. 1.071 N/A 12,511 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,168.2 

H a w a i i - D i s t r i c t  Courti. .................. 884 472 1,388 1,393 467 100.4 33.6 -5 -1.1 157.0 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL........................ 833 1,754 10,150 9.689 2,215 95.5 21.8 461 26.3 1,218.5 

Rhode I s l a n d - - D i s t r i c t  Cour t1  ............. 936 N/A 9,062 6,319 N/A 69.7 N/A N/A N/A 968.2 

D i s t r i c t  c o u r t 1  ......................... __ 14fh 20 19 15 95.0 75.0 2.4 1 7.1 
Magi s t r a t e s  D i v  i s  Iona, ................ -- 1,740fh 10,130 9,670 2,200 95.5 21.7 . 460 26.4 1,216.1 

Mun ic ipa I Cour t  5... ..................... __ 23 5b9 546 279 99.5 4.9 4 17.4 66.4 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia--Superior Courp ,2  .. 700 1,955 38,044 37,936 2,063 99.7 5.4 108 5.5 5,434.9 
South D a b t a - - C i r c u i t  Court i , l  ............ 686 . N/A N/A 9,296P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

New Hampshire-STATE TOTAL................ 827 795 18.159 16,947 2,028 93.3 11.2 1,233 155.1 2.195.8 
D i s t r i c t  ~ o u r +  ......................... -- 772 17,610 16,401 2,0019 93.1 11.4 1,229 159.2 2.129.4 

Nor th  Dakota--STATE TOTAL................. 645 N/A 1,460 1,328 N/A 91.0 N/A N/A N/A 226.4 
County Court  w i t h  Increased 

J u r i s d i c t i o n ' ,  ...................... - N/A 1,190 1,080 N/A 90.8 N/A N/A N/A 184.5 ................ N/A N/A 41.9 248 N/A 91.9 N/A County J u s t i c e  Cour t i , l  -- N /A 270 

V e r m o n t - a i s t r i c t  Court1 .................. 477 9,256 8,8% 13,308 4,844 149.6 54.5 -4,412 -47.7 1,865.0 
Delaware--Alderman's Court1 ............... 582 N/A N/A %Zip WA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Ai  as ta--D I s t r  i c t  Court1.. ................. 408 2,490hp 4,985P 3,747P 3,728P 75.2p 74.8p 1.238P 49.7p 1,221.8p 

Note; Footnotes t h a t  a p p l y  t o  the  data on t h i s  tab le a r e  g iven below. Exp lanatory  ln fo rmat ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  foo tno tes  can be found i n  P a r t  I1 of 
t h i s  repor t ,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a i i  c o u r t s  in  each s t a t e  a re  displayed. 

N/A = Th is  case t y p e  i s  handled by  the  court ,  bu t  t h e  data a re  unavai lable.  
NC = The number was not  computed because of  incomplete o r  Incomparable data. Computation o f  the  number was deemed inappropr ia te  i f  t h e  d i v i s o r  was less 

X = T h e  data tor  t h i s  case type  are  bown t o  be inc luded in t h e  t o t a l ,  bu t  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  by  category. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  p a r  does not  equal 

9Change i n  pending does n o t  equal t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 

hFigure was computed. 
i o a t a  a r e  n o t  complete 

than IO. 

jExp lanat ion  o f  data included in t h e  category. 
mats were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  fo r  a i  I m u r t s  i n  t h e  state.  

IA c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint. 
3A c i v i l  case i s  counted a t  the  note of  issue. 

. 5A c i v i l  case i s  no t  counted i n  t h e  same way throughout t h e  state.  

the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year. 

f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions .  

4.346 
4,527 

N/A 
N/A 

12, 982fh 
56.973f 
9,929 
9,439 

490h 
1,153p 
1,153 

37,934 
42.288 

20.911 
94,595 
62,416 
63.795 
38,828 
36,466 

2.362 
23,263 
8,182 

39,446 
41,983 

N/A 
N/A 

64,213 
62,384 
38,447 
36,494 

1,953 

7,802 
7,802P 

2.834 
4,8349 

N /A 
N/A 

11,185 
58,384 
10.310 
9,411 

899 
I ,  533p 
1,533 

104.0 
99.3 

N /A 
N/A 
102.9 
97.8 
99.0 

100. I 
82.7 
NC 
95.4 

7.5 
11.4 

N/A 
N/A 

17.9 
91.5 
26.6 
25.8 
38.1 
NC 
18.7 

-1.512 
307 

N /A 
N/A 

-1.797 
1,411 

38 I 
-78 
409 
380P 
360 

-34.8 
6.8 

N/A 
N/A 
-13.8 

2.5 
3. 8 

-0.3 
83.5 
33. op 
33.0 

205.5 
1,814.1 

NC 
1,660.1 

793.6 

959.4 
1,069.5 

579. I 
3,049.5 
2,171.7 
2,303. i 
1,669.3 
1,567.8 

101.5 
1,498.9 

527.2 
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Table 26: Property rights caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting property rights caseflow. Disposed and end pending as 
a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

S t a t e  and c o u r t  t i t i e  

Cal i fo rn ia - -Super io r  Court1 ............... 
hen York--STATE TOTAL..................... 

Supreme Court  and County Cour t )  ......... 
C i v i l  Cour t  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  New Yorhi,I . 

Texas--County Cour t  a t  Lawi, ............. 
Pennsylvania- philadelpi la Municipal  

Court1 ................................ 
i ~ ~ i n o i s - - ~ i r c u i t  Court1 .................. 
Ohio--STATE TOTAL......................... 

County b u r t i  ........................... 

State  
popu la t ion  

1 "  
thousands 

21,522 
18,053 - 

-- 
12,599 

ii,802 
11.193 
10,690 -- 

Begi nn i ny 
pend i ng 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,978p 

99op 
1,441h 

11,835p 
33 1 

End . 
F i l e d  Disposed pending 

3,622p 3,241p N/A 
71,O3lp 75,602p N/A 

224 336 N /A 
76,813 75,266 N/A 

359p 499p 1,838P 

14,243p 14,218p 1,015p 
785 856 1,370 

45,478p 46,379P 12,323P 
1,924 1,681 5709 

As percent 
o f  f i l e d  

Disposed pending 
End 

89.5p N/A 
98.1p N/A 

150.0 N/A 
98.0 N/A 

139.0p 512.0p 

99.8P 7.lP 
109.0 174.5 
102.0P 27.1P 
87.4 29.6 

Change i n  
pend i ng 

Number Percent  

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

-140p -7.ip 

25p 2.5p 
-71 -4.9 
488P 4.ip 
239 72.2 

F i l e d  per  
100,000 

popu la t ion  

l6.8p 
426.7p 

1.2 

2.8P 
NC 

NC 
7.0 

425.413 
18.0 

~ u n  i c i p a i  Cour t  1. ....................... -- 11,504 43,554 44,698 11,753g . 102.6 27.0 . 249 2.2 407.4 
Michigan-STATE TOTAL ..................... 9.113 3,807p 68,820p 65,580P 5,035p 95.3p NC i.228P 32.3p 755.2p 

D i s t r i c t  Cour t1  ......................... -- 3,313 34,088 33,035 4,366 96.9 12.8 1.053 31.8 374.1 
Common P leas  Court  o f  D e t r o l t a , I  ........ - N/A 31,588 29,576 N/A 93.6 N/A N/A N/A NC 

Municipal  C o u r t i , l  ...................... -- 494 3,144 2,969 669 94.4 21.3 175 35.4 34.5 
F l o r i d a - - C i r c u i t  Courtb,' ................. 8,353 N/A 20,975 19,380 N/A N/A N/A 251. i 

Housing Cour t1  .......................... - N/A 5,486 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 94.7 

C i r c u i t  Courtc,l. ....................... -- N/A 537 89 1 N/A N/A N/A 12.7 
Law and E q u i t y  Courtb. l  ................. -- N/A 259 257 N/A 99.2 N/A N/A N/A 6.1 

92.4 N/A 
ilew J e r s e y - C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  Court1........ 7,339 3,475p 81,47gP 82,213p 2,741p 100.9p 3.4p -734p -21.1p 1,110.2p 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL................ 5,791 8,9OZip 13,185p 5,5351) 11,056ip NC NC 2,154'2 24.ZiP 227.7p 

............................. -- 8,902hi 7.699 5,535 11.056' 71.9 143.6 2.154i 24.2' 132.9 Land C o u r t ]  . ~ .  
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL.................... 4,234 N/A 2,405P 2,481P N/A N/A N/A 56.8p 103.2P N/A 

165.9 N/A 

....................... -- N/A 1.609 1,333 N/A N/A N/A 38.0 82.8 N/A Chancery Courtc, l  
Maryland--STATE TOTAL..................... 4,125 N/A 236,728 2,112p N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 5,738.9 

60.1 C i r c u i t  Court1 .......................... - N/A 2,481 2,112 N/A 85.1 N/A 
N/A 234,247 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5,678.7 

.~ 

N/A N/A ......................... D i s t r i c t  Cour t1  -- 
~ i n n e s o t a - - ~ o u n t y  Municipal  court3 ........ 3.954 125p 10.357p 10,419P 63p 100.6p 0.6p -62p -49.6p 261.9p 
L o u i s i a n a - - D i s t r i c t  Courtc,i,l ............ 3,875 . N/A 1,758 N/A N/A N/A N/A , N/A N/A 45.4 
Wash1 nyton--Super l o r  Court1... ............ 3.61 1 N/A 3.529 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 97.7 
Puer to  Rico--STATE TOTAL....... ........... 3.214 8,764 14,174 14.188 8,750 100.1 61.7 -14 -0.2 441.0 

D i s t r i c t  Court1............ ............. -- 370 561 5 69 362 101.4 64.5 17.5 
Super ior  Court1 ......................... -- 8,394 13,613 13,619 8,388 100.0 61.6 -6 -0.1 423.6 

Connect icut--Super ior  Cour t1  .............. 3,102 1,644p 2,126p 1,909p 1,861p 89.8p 87.5p 217p 13.2p 68.5p ............ 740 13.4 277.2 Oklahoma--Distr ict  Court'..... 2,770 5,511' 7,678 6,938 6,251 90.4 81.4 
Colorado--STATE TOTAL ..................... 2,575 5,672p 7,113 3.752P 3,764p N t  NC -1,908P -33.6p 276.2 

D i s t r i c t  Court  and Denver Probate Court '  -- N/A 5,269 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 204.6 
Water Courts,] .......................... _- 5,672 1,844 3.752 3,764 . 203.5 204.1 . -i ,908 -33.6 71.6 

-8 -2.2 

.~ 
Miss i .. I ppi --C i ... it Cour t  ', I.. ........... 2,365 N /A 75p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3.2p 
Kansas- -Ois t r i c t  Cour t1  ................... 2,299 i,i5Zt 2,220 2,251 1,121 101.4 50.5 -31 -2.7 96.6 

U t a h - - D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ]  ..................... 1,232 N/A 106 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 8.6 
Nebraska--County Courtl.. ................. I ,552 82P 144p 156p 70p 108.3p 48.6p -12p -14.6p 9.3p 

Hawaii--STATE TOTAL....................... 884 877 973 823 1,027 150 17.1 110.1 
c i r c u i t  Court  I. ......................... - 231 272 230 273 84.6 100.4 42 18.2 30.8 

84.6 105.5 

Land Courta, ........................... __ 76 57 46 87 I i  14.5 6.4 ......................... 570 644 547 667 . 84.9 103.6 . 97 17.0 . 72.9 D i s t r i c t  Court1 -- 
New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL................ 827 42p i,403p 1,404p 42p 1OO.Ip 3.0p Op 0.0p 169.6p 

D i s t r i c t  c o u r t 5  ......................... - 42 1.393 1,394 429 100.1 3.0 0 0.0 168.4 
. ........................ 0 0 NC 1.2 ~ u n i c i p a l  Cour t5  
D i s t r i c t  of Coi mb ia- -Super io r  Courta,Z... 700 444 114,408 114,564 288 100.1 0.3 -156 -35.1 16,344.0 
Nor th  Dakota- -D is t r i c t  Cour t1  ............. 645 N /A 496 450 N/A N/A N/A 76.9 
Delaware--Superior Courta.1 ............... 582 N/A 636p 57211 N/A 89.9p N/A N/A N/A 109.3p 
6 i .. ka--Super i .. c o u r t 1  ................... 408 N/A 450p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 110.3p 

80.7 152.6 

100.0 NC . 10 10 0 _ _  ~. 

90.7 N/A 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  app ly  t o  the  data on t h i s  t a b l e  a r e  g iven below. Exp lanatory  in fo rmat ion  p r t a i n i n y  t o  the  foo tno tes  can be found i n  P a r t  I i  o f  
t h i s  report ,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l i  c o u r t s  in  each Sta te  a re  displayed. 

N/A = T h i s  case t y p e  i s  handled by  t h e  court ,  but  the  data are unaval lable.  
NC = The number was n o t  computed because of incomplete or incomparable data. Computaticn o f  the  number was deemed Inappropr ia te  I f  the d i v i s o r  *as i ess  

than IO. 

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  kAddi t lonai  in fo rmat ion  ava i lab le .  
b p a r t i c u i a r  c o u r t  OT r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion.  
cJ udye i of  ormat ion. 
'Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  p a r  does n o t  equal the  

end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  p a r .  
9Chanye i n  pending does no t  equal the  d i f fe rence between f i l i n g s  (has reached issue). 

and d ispos i t ions .  
hFigure was computed. 
iData are  not complete. 

mats were no t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  state.  

IA c i v l i  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  or complaint. 
zA  c i v i l  case i s  counted when It i s  placed M the  calendar 

3A c i v i l  case i s  counted a t  the  no te  if issue. 
5A c i v i l  case i s  rot counted i n  t h e  same nay throughout t h e  state. 
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Table 27: Domestic relations caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting domestic relations caseflow. Disposed and end pending 
as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

S t a t e  As percent Change i n  , 
popu la t lon  of f i l e d  pending F i l e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Dlsposed pending Number Percent popu la t ion  
State and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Beginning End End 1w.000 

_ _ _ -  

Cal i fo rn ia - -Super io r  Cour t1  ............... 21,522 N/A 168.887 146.179 N/A 86.6 N/A N/A N/A 784.7 
New York--STATE TOTAL ..................... 18,053 54.353p 300,466p 323,401p 39,563p NC 13.2P -14,790p -27.2p 1,664.4p 

supreme Courtk. l  ........................ _ _  7,173' 57.991 58.681 6,6719 101.2 11.5 -502 -7.0 321.2 
Fami I y Cour t1  ........................... I 47,180 242,475 261,062 32,8929 107.7 13.6 -14,288 -30.3 1.343.1 ...................... N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3,658 N/A N/A Surrogates'  Cour t1  - 

T e x a s - - 0 i s t r i c t  Court  and Domestic 
Re la t ions  Court1 ...................... 12,599 82,355 138,547 134,651 86,251 97.2 62.3 3,896 4.7 1,099.7 

476 2.0 859.4 Pennsylvania--Court  of Common Pleas'...... 11,802 23,977 101,426 100,950 24,453 99.5 24.1 
i l l i n o i s - - C i r c u i t C o u r t l  .................. 11,193 47,48gh 90,441 81,858 56,072 90.5 62.0 8,583 18.1 808.0 
Ohio--Court of Comon Pleas'.... .......... 10,690 29,994fi 97,419 101,441 25,571' 104.1 NC -4.423' -14.7i 911.3 

C i r c u i t  Cour t1  .......................... - 46,613f 60,591 59,529 47,675 98.2 78.7 1,062 2.3 664.9 
Probate Court'..... ..................... -- 60hi 20.108 19,685 17Zi 97.9 ' N: l l Z i  186.7' 220.7 

F l o r i d a - - C i r c u i t  Courtb, I... .............. 8,353 N/A 95,989 94,042 N/A 98.0 N/A N/A N/A 1,149.2 
New Jersey--STATE TOTAL ................... 7,339 9,833 85,265 83.644 11.454 98.1 13.4 1.621 16.5 1.161.8 

Superior Court  (Chancery D i  v i s  ion]'. .... - 5.764f 23,391 22,205 6,950 94.9 '29.7 1,186 20.6 318.7 

.~ 

Michigan-STATE TOTAL ..................... 9,113 46,673l 80,699 79,214 47,847' 98.2 NC 1,174i 2.51 885.5 

- -  

Juven i le  and Domestic R e l a t i o n s  Court'.. -- 4,069' 61,874 61,439 4,504 99.3 7.3 435 10.7 843.1 

D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ]  ......................... - N/A 6.368 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 110.0 
Boston Munic ipa i  Cour t1  ................. _ _  N/A I90 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3.3 

MassachUsetts--STATE TOTAL................ 5,791 N/A 46,073p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 795.6p 

Court  o f  Probate  and I nsolvency I . . . . .  ... -- N/A 39.515 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 682.4 
658.2 42.7 N/A N/A Nor th  Carol  i n a - - 3 i s t r i c t  Cour t  I . . . . . . . . . . .  5,462 N/A 35,949 N/A 15,341 N/A 

Indiana--Super ior  Cour t  and C i r c u i t  
Cour t1  ................................ 5.313 N/A 66.005 66,757 N/A 101.1 N/A N/A N/A 1,242.3 

V i  r y i n  i a - - D i s t r i c t  Court].. ............... 5,052 N/A 51,531 47,319 N/A 91.8 N/A . N/A N/A 1.020.0 
Georgia--Superior Courtc,i,I .............. 4,984 N/A 48,902 45,080 N/A 92.2 N/A N/A N/A 981.2 
Missour i - -C i rcu i t  Cour t  and Cour t  of  

.___ 

Cmrnon p leas1 ......................... 4,787 N/A N/A 39,114 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

W i s c o n s i n - C i r c u i t  Court and County 
Cour t1  ................................ 4,610 27,88Efhi ,30,097i 30,995 30.126i Nc 100.1 2,238' 8.0i 652.9' 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL.................... 4,234 N/A 47,757P 46,744p N/A 97.9p N/A N/A. N/A 1,127.9p 

Lan and E q u i t y  Courtb,l.. ............... - N/A 2,946 2.929 N/A 99.4 N/A N/A N/A 69.6 
Chancery Courtc,l........ ............... - N/A 18.040 17.349 N/A 96.2 N/A N/A N/A 426. I 

Mary land- -C i rcu i t  Court1 .................. 4.125 N/A 32,601 26,098 N/A 80.1 N/A N/A N/A 790.3 

Minnesota--County Court3 .................. 3,954 6,835p 14,061p 13,118p 7,841gp 9 3 . 9  55.SP 1.006p 14.7p 355.6p 
Lou i siana--0 i s t r i c t  Courtc, 

C i r c u i t  CourtC,I ........................ - N/A 26,771 26,466 N/A 98.9 N/A N/A N/A 632.3 

and 
Fami 1 y Court1 ......................... 3,875 N/A 26,605 N/A N/A N/A N/A 686.6 N/A N/A 

N/A H/A N/A N/A N/A 1,070.2p 
Washington-Superior Cour t1  ............... 3.61 I N/A 38,608 N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,069.2 N/A N/A 
A l a b a m a - C i r c u i t  Cour t1  ................... 3,653 N/A 39,096p N/A 

P u e r t o  Rico--STATE TOTAL.................. 3,214 19,747 28,344 32.181 15,910 113.5 56.1 -3,837 -19.4 881.9 
Super l o r  Court ' .  ........................ -- 19,265 25.475 29,595 15,145 116.2 59.5 -4,120 -21.4 792.6 

283 58.7 89.3 D i s t r i c t  Cour t1  ......................... -- 482 2,869 2,586 765 90.1 26.7 
NC -95P 0.7P 598.6 Connecticut-STATE TOTAL .................. 3,102 13,367P 18,568 15.55613 13,272p N: 

Superior Court1 ......................... __ 13,347f 15,453 15,555 13,245 100.7 85.7 -102 4.8 498.2 .................. 20 8 1 Nc 7 35.0 0.3 27 NC Court  o f  C o m n  Pleas1 -- 
Probate Cour t1  .......................... -- N/A 3,107 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 100.2 

South Carol ina--Family Court1. ............ 2,844 9.850 28,303 24,781 14.0789 87.6 49.7 4.228 42.9 995.2 

Oklahoma--Distr ict  Court1 ................. 2,770 20.249' 37.491 33,308 24,432 88.8 65.2 4,183 20.7 1,353.5 
Co lorado- -D is t r i c t  Cour t1  ................. 2,575 24,588 37,980 44.728 17,840 117.8 47.0 -6.748 -27.4 1.475.0 
M i s s i 5 s i  ppi--Chancery Courta,'... ......... 2,365 N/A 24,107 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,019.3 

Oreyon--STATE TOTAL....................... 2.326 N/A 25,152 20,837Ip N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 1,081.3 
C i r c u i t  Court1 .......................... __ N/A 25,080 20.837' N/A Nc N/A N/A N/A 1,078.2 
D i s t r i c t  Court  I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...... -- N/A 30 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1.3 
county  Cour t1  ........................... - N/A 42 N /A N/A N/A N/A 1.8 N/A N/A 
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Table 27: Domestic r e l a t i o n s  casef low f o r  t r i a l  courts,  1976. (con t inued)  Table 27, page 2 
Sta te  As percent Change i n  

popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending F i l e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pendinq Number Percent popu la t ion  
Sta te  and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Beginning End End 100,000 

Kansas--STATE TOTAL ....................... 2,299 8,467Pf 22,599p 25.181 8.317p Nc 36.8p -150p I.8p 983.0p 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ......................... -- 8,467f 22,599 22,749 8,317 100.7 36.8 -150 -1.8 983.0 

Ar izona--Super ior  Courti,' ................ 2,249 16,25ef 26,052 26,571 16,2759 102.0 62.5 15 0.1 1,158.4 

Arkansas--STATE TOTAL ..................... 2,117 14,563Ip 25,687 22,654ip 15,758'p NC NC 1,195ip &Z ip  1.213.4 
Chancery and Probate Court'............. __ 14,563fi 25,387 22,654' 15,758' Nc NC 1,195i 8.2' 1,199.2 
County Court'......... .................. - N/A 300 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 14.2 

Nebrash-STATE TOTAL ..................... 1,552 2,462 12,221 11,529 3,154 94.3 25.8 692 28.1 787.4 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ......................... -- 2,240 10,874 10,193 2,921 93.7 26.9 681 30.4 700.6 ........................... 17.3 11 5.0 86.8 County Court1 -- 222 1,347 1,336 233 99.2 

U t a h - - D i s t r i c t  Court'...... ............... 1,232 N/A 8,815 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 715.5 
Mai ne--Di s t r  i c t  Court ' .  ................... 1,071 N/A 7.364p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 687.6p 
Rhode I siand--Famii y Cour t1  ............... 936 N/A 5,115 2,805i N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 546.5 
Hawal i--C i r c u i  t Court1.. .................. 884 5,694 10,276 9,595 6.375 93.4 62.0 681 12.0 1,162.4 

Idaho-STATE TOTAL........................ 833 5.031 11,632 10,855 5.808 93.3 49.9 777 15.4 1,396.4 

Mag is t ra tes  D iv is iona,  I..... ............ - 2.95Efh 6,633 6,753 2,838 101.8 42.8 -120 -4.1 796.3 
New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL................ 827 6,002p 12,542 9,186p 6,426p NC Fx: 424p 7.Ip 1.516.6 

Probate Cour t1  .......................... __ N/A N/A 2.432 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

~ - -  ~ 

-. 

D i s t r i c t  Cour t1  ......................... - 2,07Jfh 4,999 4,102 2,970 82.1 59.4 897 43.3 600.1 

Super io r  c o u r t 5  ......................... - 6,002 9,610 9,18bh 6,426 95.6 66.9 424 7.1 1,162.0 
Probate Court5 .......................... - N/A 2.932 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 354.5 

.- 

D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia-Superior Courta,2... 700 6,531f 6,731 5,766 7,496 85.7 111.4 965 14.8 961.6 

Nor tn  D a k o t a - - 3 i s t r i c t  Cour t1  ............. 645 N/A 3,618 3,138 N/A 86.7 N/A N/A N/A 560.9 
Nevada- -D is t r i c t  Courti,' ................. 613 N/A 13.054 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,129.5 

Delaware--STATE TOTAL..................... 582 1,342p 3.664p 3.781p 1,225p 103.2p 33.4p -117p -8.7p 629.6p 

Fami I y Courta,l ......................... -- 54 1.899 984 969 51.8 51.0 915 1,694.4 326.3 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL...................... 477 4,202 5,155 4.898 4,459 95.0 86.5 257 6.1 1.080.7 

South O a k o t a - G i r c u l t  Court i , ]  ............ 686 N /A N/A 2,912 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

- .___ 

Superior Courta,l ....................... -- 1,288 1,765 2,797 2% 158.5 14.5 -1.032 -80.1 303.3 

Super io r  Court1 ......................... -- 2,402 2.798 2,717 2,483 97.1 88.7 81 3.4 586.6 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ......................... -- 1,561 637 466 1,732 73.2 271.9 171 11.0 133.5 

Alaska-Super ior Cour t1  ................... 408 N/A 6,158 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1.509.3 
.......................... 5 2.1 360.6 Probate Cour t1  - 239 1,720 1,715 244 99.7 14.2 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  app ly  t o  the  data on t h i s  t a b l e  a r e  given below. Exp lanatory  in fo rmat ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  foo tno tes  can be found i n  P a r t  I I  
o f  t h i s  repor t ,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l l  cour ts  in  each s t a t e  a re  displayed. 

N/A = T h i s  case type i s  handled by  the  court ,  bu t  the  data a r e  Unavailable. 
NC = TDe number was n d  computed because of  Incomplete or incomparable data. Computat im o f  the  number was deemed inappropr ia te  i f  the  d i v i s o r  

was iess  than IO. 

eCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
'?ar t i cu la r  c o u r t  or  r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion.  
CJudge informat ion.  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1976 c o u r t  yzar does n o t  equal the  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the  1975 c o u r t  War. 
gChanys in  pending does not equal the  d i f f e r e n c e  batreen f i l i n g s  and d ispos i t ions .  
hF igure  was computed. 
i o a t a  are n o t  complete. 
kndd i t iona l  in fo rmat ion  a m 1  lable.  
PData were not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l i  c o u r t s  i n  the s ta te .  

' A  c i v i l  case i s  counted w i th  the  f i l i n g  of  a p e t i t i o n  OT complaint. 
'A c i v i l  case i s  counted when it i s  placed on the calendar (has reached issue).  
3A c i v i l  case i s  counted at t h e  note o f  issue. 
5A c i v i l  case i s  n o t  counted i n  the  s a w  way throughout the  s ta te .  
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Table 28: Probate caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting probate caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a per- 
cent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State As percent Change i n  
population 

State and court t i t l e  i n  Beginning 
o f f i l e d  ' pend I ng F i l e d  br 

End End 100.000 

5,791 
5,313 -- -- 
4,610 
4,234 -_ 
- 

4.125 
3,954 

3,436 
3,102 
- 
- 

2,874 
2.770 

2,575 
2,365 
2,326 - 

2,299 
2,249 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent populat ion 
Cali tornia--Superior Court1 ............... 21,522 N/A 62,590 61,968 N/A 99.0 N/A N/A N/A 290. a 

Fami 1 y Court! ........................... - 226 924 815 3899 88.2 42.1 163 72.1 5. i 
Surrogates Court1 ....................... - N/A 53,351l 80.081 N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 295.5 

County Court, and Probate Courtl.l.... 12,599 N/A 54,925p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A . 435.9p 

New York--STATE TOTAL..................... 18,053 226p 54,275' 80,896 389P NC N: i63p 72.1p 300.6 

Texas--County Court a t  Law, Const i tu t ional  

Pennsyiuania--Court o f  Comnon pleas1 ...... 11,802 1,719 20,075 20,118 1,676 100.2 8.3 -43 -2.5 170.1 
i i i i n o i s - < i r c u i t  Court1 .................. 11,193 N/A 33,533 29,033 N/A 86.5 NlA N/A N/A 299.6 
Ohio--Court of Common Pleas1 .............. 10,690 81,303fi 77,925 83,678 70,2769l 107.4 NC -11,027i -13.6I 729.0 

F lor ida--Ci rcu i t  Courtb,I ................. 8,353 N/A 36.77d 38,257j N/A 104.0 N/A N/A N/A 440.3 
New J e r s e y S u p e r i o r  Court (Chancery 

Massachusetts--Court o f  Probate and 

Indiana--STATE TOTAL...................... 8,862p 26,364 24,338 9,113p 92.3 NC 25ip 2.8p 496.2 

Michigan-Probate Court1.. ................ 9, l iJ  284,113h 40,855 42,725 282,243 104.6 690.8 -1,870 -0.7 448.3 

Div is ion)  and County CourtZ 7,339 I 6af 584 519 233 88.9 39.9 8.0 

insolvency 1 .......................... N/A 61,847 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A I, 068.0 

Superior Court and C i r c u i t  Court1.... ... N/A 21,855 19,975 N /A 91.4 N/A N/A N/A 411.3 
Probate Court'.......................... 8,862 4.509 4.363 9,1139 96.8 202.1 251 2.8 e4.9 

Wisconsin--County Court1 ................. 16,96gfhi 13,090 41,826 16,985' 319.5 NC 16' O.li 283.9 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL.................... N/A 1,476p 1,321p N/A 89.5p N/A N/A N/A 34.9p 

Law and Equi ty  Courtb,l ................. N/A 170 135 N/A 79.4 N/A N/A N/A 4.0 

Minnesota--County CourtJ.. ................ ~8,0073p 9.28iJp 9,524Jp 27.80ogjp 102.6p 299.5P -207p -0.7p 234.7p 

........... 65 38.7 

Chancery Courtc,l ....................... N/A 1,306 1,186 N/A 90.8 N/A N/A N/A 30.8 
Mar y l  and--C i r c u  i t Court1.. ................ N/A 539p 545p N/A 101.1p N/A N/A N/A 13. l p  

Washington--Superlor Court I............... . 3,611 N/A 16,329 12,450 N/A 76.2 N/A N/A N/A 452.2 
Kentucky County Court, Quarter1 y Court 

P o l i c e  Court, and Justice Courtb.l.. .. 
Connecticut--STATE TOTAL...............,.. 

Superior court l .  ........................ 
Probate Court1 .......................... 

,Iowa--Di5tr ict Court'..... ................ 
Oklahana--Di s t r  i c t  Court1.. ............... 
Colorado--Distr ict Court and 

Denver Probate Court1... .............. 
M i  5s i s5 I pp I --Chancery Courta, '.. .......... 
Oregon-STATE TOTRL....................... 

c i r c u i t  Court 1.. ........................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court1 ......................... 
County Courtl. .......................... 

Kansas--Probate Court1.. .................. 
Arizona-Superior C0urt l . l  ............... 
Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court1.. ... 
N e b r a s k - C a u n t y  Court'. .................. 
Utah--Dis t r ic t  Court1 ..................... 
Hawa I i - -Cl rcu i  t Court1 .................... 
Idaho--STATE TOTAL........................ 

D i s t r i c t  Court l..... .................... 
Magistrates Oivisiona,l.. ............... 

New Hampshire--Probate Court5 ............. 
Montana--District Court1 .................. 

N/A 
271P 
27 1 
N /A 
N/A 

15,71bf 

18. 72Zf 
N/A 

14,940 
14,087 

458 
415 

20,097 
42,462 

186 
42,276 
22,896 
13,679 

6,297 
6.789 
6,525 
6,244 

I 23 
158 

N/A 
179P 
179 
N/A 

16,950 
12,884 

5,966 
N/A 

6,542 
6,178 

211 
I53 

N/A 
278P 
278 
N /A 
N/A 

16,511 

19,053 
N/A 

14,923 
14,153 

350 
420 

N/A 
NC 
96.2 

N /A 
NC 
94.2 

94.7 
N/A 
100.3 
98.9 

171.5 
96.8 

N/A 
NC 

149.5 
N /A 
N/A 
120.7 

302.6 
N/A 
228.7 
226.7 
284.6 
265.8 

N/A 

7 
N/A 
N/A 
795 

33 I 
N/A 
-17 
66 
-88 

5 

7P 
N/A 

2. 6p 
2.6 

N/A 
N/A 

5. I 

1.8 

-0.1 
0. 5 

-20.1 
1.2 

N/A 

584.9 
1,368.9 

6.0 
1,362.9 

796.7 
493.8 

244.5 
287.1 
280.5 
268.4 

5.3 
6.8 

16,587'l 7,543l 17,576 17,659' 
6,743'l 7,130 6,013 7,2729' 

NC 234.1i 1.072' 6.5i 
84.3 102.0i 529' 7.8' 

328. I 
317.0 

13,393fi 7,119 3,704l 13,970' NC Nc 5771 4.31 

6,8673 2,141J 1,982J 7.02d 92.6 328.2 

271 1.3 
1,887' 3,226 2,848 2,265 88.3 70.2 378 20.0 

159 2.3 

6gf 25 77 17 308.0 68.0 -52 -75.4 
2,69Ifh 4.019 3,418 3,292 85.0 81.9 601 22.3 

N/A 11,941 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 3,570 1,094 N/A 30.6 N/A N/A N/A 

21,010 11,059 10.788 21,281 97.5 192.4 

2.760fh 4,044 3,495 3,309 86.4 81.8 549 19.9 

2,117 
1,552 
1,232 

884 
833 - 
-- 

827 
755 

D i s t r i c t  o f  Col umbia--Super lor 700 N/A 2.568 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 366.9 
South Dakota--Circuit  Court', l............ 686 N/A N/A 47 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 
North Dabfa--STATE TOTAL................. 645 N/A 3,032 2,179 N/A 71.9 N/A N/A N/A 470.1 
o i s t r i c t  Court l .  ........................ __ N /A 13 I3 N/A 100.0 N/A N/A N/A 2.0 

Jur isd ic t ion i , l  ...................... __ N /A 1,677 1,083 N/A 64.6 N/A N/A N/A 260.0 
County Probate Court'................... -- N/A 1,342 1,083 N/A N/A N/A 208.1 

Nevada--0istr ict Courti.' ................ 613 N/A 1,247 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 203.4 
Oeianare--Court of Chancery1 .............. 582 6,806 2,244 2.287 6.763 101.9 301.4 -43 -0.6 385.6 

A i  as b--Super lor  Court1.. ................. 4c8 N/A 799 N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 195.8 
Wpnlng--Dis t r ic t  Courti.' ............... 391 N/A N/A 2.13Zi N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

County Court wi th  Increased 

80.7 N/A 

Yermnt--Probate Court1 ................... 477 7,382 2.796 2,446 7.9849 87.5 285.6 602 8.2 586.2 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are givan  beiow. Explanatory information per ta ln lng t o  the footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  I1  of  
t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  for  a l l  courts i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or incomparable data. Computatlon of the number was deemed inappropriate i f  the d i v i s o r  was less 

than 10. 

%ourt j u r i s d l  ction. 
bpar t icu iar  court or repor t ing system information. 
=Judge i n f o r m t i o n .  
fBeginning pending f igure for  the 1976 court p a r  does not equal 

9Change i n  pending does not equal the dif ference betveen f i l i n g s  

hFigure was computed. 
'Data are not complete. 

JExpianation of  data included I n  the category. 
PData were not avai lab le f o r  a l l  courts I n  the state. 

l A  c i v l i  case i s  counted with the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  w canplaint. 
=A c i v i l  case 1s munted when I t  i s  placed M the calendar (has the end pending f i g u r e  for  the 1975 c o u r t  p a r .  

and disposit ions. 3A c i v i l  case i s  counted a t  the note of  issue. 
reached lssue). 

5A c i v i l  case i s  not counted In  the Sam nay throughout the state. 

336.3 
712.6 
261.9 
242.2 
485.5 

3.0 
482.5 

1,443.9 
472.8 
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Table 29: Mental health coseflow for triol courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting mentol health caseflow. Disposed ond end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent chonge in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State As percent Chawe i n  
populat ion Of f i l e d  pend I nq F i l e d  per 

thousands pending F I  led Disposed pendlnq Disposed pendlnq Number Percent population 
State and cour t  t i t l e  i n  Beginning End End 100.000 

Cal I f o r n l  a--Super l o r  Court'. .............. 2 1,522 N/A 6,514 6,108 N/A 93.8 N/A 30.3 N/A N/A 
New York--Family Court ................... 18,053 OP 17p 3OP Ogp 176.5p 0.Op 0 -- 0.1P 

Ohlw-Court of Common Pleas'. ............. 10,690 N/A 6,340 7,232 N/A 114.1 N/A N/A N/A 59.3 

Michigan--ProbateCourt l........... ....... 9,113 2.450' 6,748 3,679 5,519 54.5 81.8 3,069 125.3 74.0 
F l o r  Ida--Circuit  Courtb, ................ 8.353 N/A 10.89iJ ii,742J N/A 107.8 N/A N/A N/A 130.4 
Massachusetts-D i s t r l c t  Court'. ........... 5.79 I N/A 1,89gP N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 32.EP 

Washington-Superior Court l... ............ 3.61 I N/A 2,679 N/A N/A N/A N/A 74.2 

Connecticut--Probate Court l... ............ 3,102 N/A 5,83lP N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A I88.0P 

Court, and Denver Juveni le  Court'..... 2.575 731f 1,923 1,847 807 96.0 42.0 76 10.4 74.7 
M i s s  isslppl--Chancery Courta.' ........... 2,365 N/A 3.599 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 152.2 

pennsylvania-<ourt of common Pleasl...... 1 1 , 8 0 2  306 6,628 6,706 228 101.2 3.4 -78 -25.5 56.2 
i I i I n o i s - - C i r c u i t  court'.................. 11,193 1,424h 8,515 8,466 1,473 99.4 17.3 49 3.4 76.1 

w iscons i n--~ounty Court'. ................. 4,610 N /A N/A 2,845 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

041 ahoma--Distr i c t  Court'. ................ 2.770 800' 2,810 2,661 949 94.7 33.8 149 18.6 101.4 
Colorado--Distr ict Court, Denver Probate 

204.7 
C i r c u i t  Court'. ......................... -- N/A 4.707 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A  202.4 

County cour t1  ........................... -- N /A 14 N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0.6 

61.9 Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court l..... 2,117 N/A 1.310 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

52.6 U t a h - d i s t r i c t  Court ...................... 1,232 N/A 648 7 50 N/A 115.7 N A  

Idaho--STATE TOTAL........................ 833 161 202 167 196 82.7 97.0 35 21.7 24.2 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Oregon-STATE TOTAL....................... 2,326 N/A 4.762 N/A 

o i s t r i  c t  Court'. ........................ -- N/A 41 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A I .8 

Arizona--Superior Courti,' ............... 2,249 1,340fi 400' 411' 1,3259' 102.8' 331.5' -14' -1.0' 17.8' 

mi n e - D l s t r  i c t  Court'. ................... I ,071 4 /A 418 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 39.0 

D i s t r i c t  Court',.. ...................... -- 2fh 1 2 I NC NC -1 NC 0.1 
Magistrates D I v I s i o n a , ~  ................. -- 159fh 201 165 195 82.1 97.0 36 22.6 24.1 

New Hampshire--Probate Court '........,.... 827 N/A  18ZP N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 22.00 

South Dakota--Circuit Courti.' ............ 686 N/A N/A 619p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

I 

D i s t r i c t  of Columbia--Superior Courta,' 700 70 760 726 104 95.5 13.7 34 48.6 108.6 

Nor th Oakota-STATE TOTAL................. 645 N/A N/A 926 N/A 

J u r i s d i c t i o n  ', I . .  -- N/A N/A 747 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
County Court WiTh Increased ..................... 
County Probate Court '  ................... -- N/A N/A 179 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Delaware--Court of Chancery'.. ............ 582 151p 12p 3p 160p 25.OP 1.333.Jp 9p 6.Op 2.1p 

D i s t r i c t  Court l......................... -- 19 371 34 I 49 91.9 13.2 30 157.9 77.8 
Probate Court l.......................... -- 0 7 5 2 71.4 28.6 2 NC 1.5 

AI aska--Superlor Court'. .................. 408 N/A 203 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 49.8 

N/A N/A 

Nevada--Distr ict Court ' ,  I..... ............ 613 N/A 390 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 63.6 

79.2 Vermont--STATE TOTAL...................... 477 19 378 346 51 91.5 13.5 32 168.4 

Nata: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  i I of  
t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  all cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not canputed because of incanplete or Incanparable data. Computation of the number MS deemed inappropriate I f  t h e  d i v i s o r  was less 

-- = Not applicable. 

%our t  j u r  Isd ic t ion.  
% a r t i c u l a r  cour t  or repor t ing s y s t m  information. 
fBeglnning pending f l g u r e  for t h e  1976 cour t  year doss not q u a l  the end pending f l g u r e  for  t h e  1975 cour t  year. 
9Change In pending'doss not equal the d i f ference between f l l l n g s  and disposit ions. 
hFIgure was canputed. 
'Data are not  complete. 
jExpIanation of data included In the category. 
b a t a  were not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  al I courts i n  the state. 

' h  c i v i l  case i s  counted w i t h  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  canplaint. 
2A c i v i l  case i s  counted when it l e  placed on the calendar (has reached Issue). 
5A c i v i i  case i s  not m n t e d  in t h e  same nay throughout the state. 

than 10. 
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Table 30: Civil appeals caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting civil appeals caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State 
populat ion 

thousands 
State and cour t  t i t l e  i n  

Cal i fornia--Superior Court I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21,522 
Michigan--Circuit  Court'... ............... 9,113 
Flor lda--Cl rcu l t  Courtb,' ................. 8,353 
Massachusetts-STATE TOTAL................ 5,791 

D i s t r  I C t  c o u r t  I . .  
Boston Municipal Court'.. - -- ....................... ............... 

As percent 
of f i l e d  

Beg inn1 ng End End 
pendinq F I l e d  Dlsposed pending Dlsposed pendinq 

N/A 9,092 8,478 N/A 93.2 N/A 
430f 559 481 508 86.0 90.9 

1.261 833 474' N/A NC N/A 
N/A 143P N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 105 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N /A 38 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Change i n  
pend lnq F l l e d  per 

100.000 
Nunber Percent population 

N/A N/A 42.2 
6.1 

N/A N/A 10.0 
N/A N/A 2.5p , 

N/A N/A 1.8 
N/A N/A NC 

78 18.1 

Wlsconsln--STATE TOTAL.................... 4,610 543fh 613 557 599 90.9 97.1 56 10.3 13.3 
c i r c u i t  c o u r t '  .......................... -- X 570 464 X 81.4 x x x  12.4 
County Court ............................ -- X 43 93 X 216.3 X x x  0.9 

Maryland--Circuit  Court '  .................. 4,125 N/A 768 677 N/A 88.2 N/A N/A N/A 18.6 
Louis iana--Dis t r ic t  Courtc.l,l ............ 3,875 N /A 65 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1.7 
Alabama-< i r c u l t  Court'. .................. 3,653 N/A 1,725 N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A 47.2 

Washington-Superlor Court l............... 3.61 I N/A 520 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 14.4 
Puerto Rice-Super lor  Court'. ............. 3,214 N /A 147 N/A. N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4.6 
connect icut--Superior c o u r t '  .............. 3,102 i 3 d  Z I I ~  173J 17d 82.0 80.6 38 28.8 6.0 

Denver Superior Court I......... ........ 2.575 N/A 58p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2.jP 
Miss 15s I pp I--C I r c u  I t Courtk,'. ............ 2,365 N/A 349p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 14.EP 

Colorade-Dls t r  Ict Court and 

Utah--D i s t r  I c t  Court'. .................... 1,232 N/A 113 84 N/A 74.3 N/A N/A N/A 9.2 
Rhode Is land--Super l o r  Court1... .......... 936 N/A 52 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5.6 
I daho--Dis t r ld  Court'. ................... 833 logfh 152 112 149 73.7 98.0 40 36.7 18.2 
New Hampshire-Superlor Court5 ............ 827 40 25 I7h 48 68.0 192.0 8 20.0 3.0 
Nor th D a k o t a - D l s t r I c t  Court '  ............. 645 N/A 65p 46p N/A 70.EP N/A N/A N/A 10.1p 
vermont--Super ior Courtl.. ................ 477 4 9 d  3323 342.1 4 8 d  103.0 146.4 -10 -2.0 69.6 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the footnotes can be found I n  P a r t  I1 of 
t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavallable. 
NC = The number was n o t  canputed because of incanplete o r  Incomparable data. Computation of t h e  number was demed Inappropriate i f  the d i v l s o r  was less 

X = The data far  t h i s  case type are  known t o  be included i n  the to ta l .  but were not avai lab le by category. 

B a r t i c u l a r  cour t  or repor t lng system info-rmatlon. 
cJ udge Information. 
fEeglnnlng pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1976 cour t  year does not equal the end pending figure f o r  the 1975 cour t  year. 
hFlgure was canputed. 
'Data are not complete. 
jExplanatlon of data included In t h e  category. 
kAdd I t lonal information ava i I able. 
PData were not avai lab le f o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  the state. 

than IO. 

' A  c l v i i  case Is counted wi th  the filiq of a p e t i t i o n  o r  camplalnt. 
5A c i v l  I case Is  not counted In  the sane way throughout the state. 
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Criminal caseflow (Tables 31 -39) 

The t h i r d  group of t ab le s  (Ta- 
b l e s  31-39) d i sp l ays  the c r imina l  
s t a t i s t i c s  ava i l ab le  i n  1976, both 
published and unpublished. A l l  
c r imina l  data  are arranged according 
t o  the  u n i t  t h e  ' s t a t e '  uses  i n  
counting cases ,  with the  ' s ta tes '  
f u r t h e r  arranged by populat ion 
wi th in  the u n i t  of count groupings.  

The reader  should note t h a t  
t r a f f i c  cases  are not included i n  
Tables  31-39. T r a f f i c  caseload is  
covered i n  a s epa ra t e  s ec t ion  of 
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  "Tra f f i c  Caseflow," i n  
order  t h a t  c r imina l  caseload da ta  
w i l l  be as p r e c i s e  and uniform as 
poss ib le .  I n  some cour t s  the crimi- 
nal and t r a f f i c  data  could not be 
separated.  For these  cour t s  the da- 
ta are included i n  the  t o t a l  case- 
flow, but are not included i n  e i t h e r  
the  c r imina l  or the t r a f f i c  tab les .  

The c r imina l  t ab le s  have been 
grouped i n t o  th ree  subse ts .  The 
f i r s t  subse t  is  Table 31, which 
shows t o t a l  c r imina l  caseflow. In  
the second subse t  (Tables 32-37 1, 
caseflow i n  t r i a l  cour t s  is broken 
down i n t o  c r imina l  case ca t egor i e s  
by j u r i s d i c t i o n .  In  some ' s ta tes '  
c e r t a i n  case ca t egor i e s  a re  handled 
i n  both genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and 
l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s ;  i n  oth- 
er ' s ta tes '  these  ca tegor ies  are 
handled by only one cour t .  F i n a l l y ,  
the  l a s t  subse t  is made up of  Tables  
38 and 39, which d i sp lay  the types 
of cr imina 1 d i s p  os  i ti ons rep o r  ted 
f o r  t r i a l  cou r t s ,  and includes com- 
prehensive da ta  on cr iminal  t r ia l s  
i n  1976. 

As i n  the  t ab le s  showing c i v i l  
case flow and t o t a l  c i v i l  caseflow, 
seve ra l  measures are used to allow 
comparisons among ' states ' . These 
inc lude  the  number of cases  d i s -  
posed, shown as a percent  of t he  
number of cases  f i l e d  during the  
year ;  the  number of  pending cases  a t  

the end of the year ,  shown as a per- 
cent  of the number of cases  f i l e d ;  
the number and percent  of change i n  
year-end pending cases  as compared 
to  beginning pending f i g u r e s ;  and 
the  number of cases  f i l e d  per 
100,000 populat ion.  

n a l  caseloads r equ i r e s  t h a t  cour t s  
possess s i m i l a r  sub ject-matter  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n ,  and t h a t  the cour t s  being 
compared use the s a m e  u n i t  of count 
for  c r imina l  cases .  This is the  ma- 
j o r  reason for  l i s t i n g  the ' s ta tes '  
and cour t s  according t o  the u n i t  of 
count they use. 

Comparison of the s i z e  of cr imi-  

T o t a l  c r imina l  caseflow (Table 
31). Table 31 e x h i b i t s  the  t o t a l  - 
cr imina l  caseflow during 1976 i n  
th ree  p a r t s :  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c o u r t s ,  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s ,  
and a l l  t r i a l  cou r t s .  I n  add i t ion  

pending cases  i n  each s t a t e  a r e  shown 
as  a percent  of the  number of cases  
f i l e d  during the year .  Also includ- 
ed is the  number and percent  of 
change i n  year-end pending cases  com- 
pared to  beginning pending. 

The u n i t  of count i s  ind ica ted  
i n  bo th  Table 31 and  F i g u r e  B f o r  
a l l  of the  52 ' s t a t e s ' .  Of the  
t o t a l ,  47 s t a t e s ,  t he  D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico repor ted  
complete t o t a l  c r imina l  f i l i n g  da ta  
for  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s ;  16 
s t a t e s  reported complete f i l i n g  da ta  
fo r  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  
For a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s ,  19 s t a t e s  
and the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia repor t -  
ed complete f i l i n g  da ta .  

Ce r t a in  observat ions can be made 
from Figure U (below). F i r s t ,  gen- 
e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  repor ted  
more complete da ta  than d id  the  l i m -  
i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  This ob- 
s e rva t ion  is  confirmed by the  numbers 
i n  the columns i n  Table 31 labeled 
not  a v a i l a b l e  (N/A) or no t  computed 
(NC). 

. to caseflow f i g u r e s ,  disposed and 
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Second, the general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
sec t ion  of Table 31 and Figure U re- 
veals  t ha t  there  are 10 states, plus  
the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia and Puerto 
Rico, t h a t  d i sposed  of o v e r  100 per-  
c e n t  of  t h e  number of  c a s e s  f i l e d .  
In  addi t ion,  26 s t a t e s  out of t he  43 
report ing disposed of between 90 
and 100 p e r c e n t  of t h e  number of 
cases f i l ed .  In  con t r a s t ,  the  
l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  sec t ion  shows 
t h a t  only 2 states out of the  18 
r e p o r t i n g  d i s p o s e d  of o v e r  100 per-  
c e n t  of  t h e  number of  cases f i l e d .  
Also, only nine s t a t e s  disposed of 
between 90 and 100 p e r c e n t  of  
the number of cr iminal  cases f i l e d  
i n  the l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts .  
More complete breakdowns of cases 
disposed as a percent of the number 
of cases f i l e d  are displayed i n  
Figure U. 

The end pending cases as  a per- 
cent of the number of cases f i l e d  a re  
displayed i n  Table 31 and i n  Figure 
V. Figure V shows t h a t  the values 
for t h i s  measure are  much higher  f o r  
general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts  than f o r  
l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s .  

I n  Table 31 , the  change i n  pend- 
ing measure i s  worth noting. Again, 
the  measure is  more complete for  the  
cour t s  of general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  than 
fo r  the  cour t s  of l imi ted  ju r i sd i c -  
t ion.  No data  were ava i l ab le  from 15 
s t a t e s  i n  the  general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
sec t ion  and from 30 of the  46 
' s tates '  handling cr iminal  caseflow 
i n  the  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  sect ion.  

I n  t h e  general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
cour t s  10 's tates '  had a negative 
change i n  pending (see  Figure W ,  be- 
low); only 3 states i n  the  l imited 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  sec t ion  had a negative 
change. I n  o ther  words, approxi- 
mately one-fourth of  the  's tates '  
repor t ing  i n  the  general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
sec t ion  and one- f i f th  of the s t a t e s  
repor t ing  i n  the  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
sec t ion  e f f e c t i v e l y  c leared  t h e i r  
calendars of the  number of cases 
f i l e d  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  and a l so  made headway 
i n  reducing the  cases  t h a t  were 
pending a t  the  beginning of the  year. 

Of those ' s t a t e s '  t h a t  had an in- 
crease i n  pending, 23 out  of 37 re- 
por t ing  a t  the  general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
l e v e l  and 7 out  of 16 repor t ing  a t  

Figure U: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of f i l ed  cases for criminal caseflow i n  t r ia l  courts. 

Range i n  percent 

70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% Total 

Total criminal caseflow: 
'S ta te '  t o t a l  for general 
'S ta te '  t o t a l  for  limited 

Under to  to  to  and ' s t a t e s '  
70.0% 79.9% 89.9% 99.9% over report ing ----- 

ju r i sd ic t ion  courts (Table 31) 0 0 5 26 12 43 
ju r i sd ic t ion  courts (Table 31) 0 1 6 9 2 18 . . . . .  'S ta te '  t o t a l  for a l l  t r i a l  courts (Table 31). 0 0 5 16 5 26 

Criminal case categories: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Felony (Table 32). 0 0 3 17 7 27 
Uisdemeanor (Table 33) 0 0 4 13 5 22 

Ordinance v io la t ions  (Table 35). 0 1 1 7 1 10 
Felony preliminary (Table 36). . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 1 7 6 16 
Criminal appeals (Table 37). 1 2 2 4 3 12 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34) 1 0 4 14 8 27 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Figure VI Number of 'states' with spec i f ied  ranges of end pending cases as 
a percent of f i l e d  cases for criminal caseflaw i n  tr ial  courts. 

Range i n  percent 

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0 200.0% Total 
to to to to  to and ' s t a t e s '  

29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% 199.9% over reporting ------ 
Total criminal caseflow: 

'S ta te '  t o t a l  for general ju r i sd ic t ion  courts (Table 31) 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  fo r  limited jur i sd ic t ion  courts (Table 31) 
'S ta te '  t o t a l  for a l l  t r i a l  courts (Table 31). . . . . .  

Criminal case categories: 
Felony (Table 32). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Hisdemeanor (Table 33) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34). . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ordinance v io la t ions  (Table 35 1. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Felony preliminary (Table 36). . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Criminal appeals (Table 37). . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

the  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  l e v e l  had 
an inc rease  i n  pending of less than 
20 pe rcen t .  The number of s t a t e s  
with an inc rease  i n  pending cases of 
over  50 percent  was h igher  f o r  
l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  ( 3  
states) than f o r  general  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  courts (1 s t a t e ) .  

Severa l  f a c t o r s  may have 
cont r ibu ted  t o  prevent ing l a r g e  

9 10 5 7 2 0 33 
7 3 0 0 1 0 11 
8 5 3 2 0 0 18 

3 8 5 3 3 0 22 
7 7 1 0 0 0 15 
8 3 5 2 2 0 20 
6 0 0 0 0 0 6 
5 0 0 0 1 0 6 
3 1 0 4 0 0 8 

increases  i n  t h e  ' s t a t e s '  change i n  
pending f i g u r e s  and t o  reducing 
year-end pending f i g u r e s  i n  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  number of ' s t a t e s ' .  Two 
of these  f a c t o r s  were (1) more 
s p e c i f i c  gu ide l ines  wi th in  t h e  
' s t a t e s '  t o  expedi te  c r imina l  ca ses ,  
and ( 2 )  n a t i o n a l  concern with the  
defendant ' s  r i g h t  t o  a speedy t r i a l .  

Figure W: Number of 'states' with spec i f ied  ranges of percent change i n  
pending cases for criminal caseflaw i n  trial courts. 

Total criminal caseflow: 
'S t a t e '  t o t a l  for general ju r i sd ic t ion  courts (Table 31) 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  for  limited jur i sd ic t ion  courts (Table 31) 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  for  a l l  t r i a l  courts (Table 31). . . . . .  

Criminal case categories: 
Felony (Table 32). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Misdemeanor (Table 33) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 3 4 ) .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ordinance violations (Table 35). . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Felony preliminary (Table 36). . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Criminal appeals (Table 37). . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Range in  percent 

-100.0 -20.0 0.0 20.0 50.0 100.0% Total 
to to to to to  and ' s t a t e s '  

-20.1% -0.1% 19.9% 49.9% 99.9% over reporting ------ 
1 9 23 3 0 1 37 
1 2 7 3 3 0 16 
0 7 23 3 3 1 37 

2 5 13 3 0 0 23 
1 5 10 6 0 0 22 
0 9 20 4 1 0 34 
1 0 2 3 0 0 6 
3 0 5 1 0 0 9 
0 3 4 1 0 1 9 

90 



Felony caseflow (Table 3 2 ) .  
Table 32 shows genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
felony caseflaw da ta  from the  34 
' s t a t e s '  r epor t ing  the  f e lony  case 
category. Courts t h a t  d id  not iden- 
t i f y  a segment of t h e i r  t o t a l  crimi- 
nal caseload as felony cases  were 
excluded from t h i s  t ab le .  I n  1976, 
f i v e  more ' s t a t e s '  reported da ta  i n  
t h i s  category than i n  1975. 

I n  t e r  s ta  te compar i sons o E rep o r  t - 
ed felony caseflow should be made 
only among 's tates '  t h a t  use  the same 
un i t  f o r  counting t h e i r  cases  and 
c l a s s i f y  the same types of cases  as 
f e l o n i e s .  To f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s  type 
of comparison, the  ' s ta tes '  t h a t  re- 
ported fe lony  cases  have been ar- 
ranged i n  Table 32 according t o  the  
u n i t  of count they use and f u r t h e r  
ranked by populat ion.  

b l e  32 d i s p l a y s  fe lony  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
and pending cases  as a percent  of t he  
number of cases  f i l e d  during the  
year .  In add i t ion ,  the number and 
percent  of change i n  year-end pending 
cases  over beginning pending cases  
are displayed.  Also included is a 
measure of the number of cases  f i l e d  
per  100,000 populat ion.  

The da ta  displayed i n  Table 32 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the cour t s  were ab le  t o  
remain cu r ren t  with t h e i r  fe lony  
caseload ( see  Figures  U ,  V, and W 
above). This  may be a r e s u l t  of the  
move f o r  speedy t r i a l s ,  the f a c t o r s  
enumerated i n  connection with Table 
31, or  s ta te  and l o c a l  provis ions  
t h a t  mandate the  prompt d i s p o s i t i o n  
of cr iminal  cases .  Table 32 d i s p l a y s  
34 ' s ta tes '  t h a t  reported data  f o r  
fe lony caseload.  Of the  27 ' s t a t e s '  
r epor t ing  comparable f i l i n g s  and d is- 
p o s i t i o n s ,  24 disposed of 90 percent  
or  b e t t e r  of the number of cases 
f i l e d .  Of these ,  seven ' s t a t e s '  re- 
duced the  number of  end pending 
cases  over t h e i r  beginning pending 
cases  by d ispos ing  more cases  than 
were f i l e d .  This i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
these  states made headway i n  reduc- 
ing  cu r ren t  pending caseload.  Three 
of  t he  s t a t e s  disposed of  80 t o  

Along with caseflow f i g u r e s ,  Ta- 

90 percent  of  the number of fe lony 
cases  f i l e d .  The remaining seven 
s t a t e s  d id  n o t  r epor t  enough da ta  t o  
be ca l cu la t ed .  

For the  22 ' s t a tes '  r epor t ing  
comparable da t a  permi t t ing  the  
computation of  t he  number of  end 
pending cases  as a percent  of t h e  
number of f i l e d  cases ,  cases  pending 
i n  11 states  were less than 50 
percent  of cases  f i l e d  and only 3 
states  had more cases  pending a t  the  
end of  the  year  than were f i l e d .  
(See Figure V.) A s  can be seen i n  
Figure W, the  change i n  pending 
caseload f o r  fe lony caseflow i s  
similar t o  t h a t  f o r  t o t a l  c r imina l  
caseflow, with 7 of the  23 ' s ta tes '  
r epor t ing  reducing t h e i r  pending 
caseload,  and only 3 having an 
inc rease  of  over  20 percent .  

showing the  f i l i n g s  pe r  100,000 popu- 
l a t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e s  two po in t s  worth 
not ing.  F i r s t ,  i n  t h e  "informations,  
indictments ,  or  complaints" grouping 
of s ta tes ,  t he  number of cases  f i l e d  
per  100,000 populat ion i s  h igher  i n  
the  middle of  t he  range of  states 
l i s t e d ,  which are i n  popula t ion  
order .  Second, i n  t h e  "number of 
defendants" grouping of s ta tes ,  
there  appears  t o  be no c l u s t e r  of 
' s ta tes '  t h a t  are high o r  low com- 
pared t o  t h e  o the r  ' s ta tes ' .  U n t i l  
a l l  s t a t e s  r e p o r t  fe lony case  da t a  
and a l l  da t a  are complete, any i n f e r -  
ences may be misleading.  A s  can be 
seen i n  Figure X on page 9 5 ,  t he  
average number of  fe lony cases  f i l e d  
per  100,000 populat ion f o r  t h e  32 
' s t a tes '  r epor t ing  w a s  405 .0 ,  with  a 
mid-point of  378.4  and t h e  range from 
a minimum of 132.1 t o  t h e  maximum of 
787.7 .  When t h e  ' s ta tes '  are sepa- 
r a t ed  according t o  u n i t  of count ,  it 
is  seen t h a t ,  as would be expected, 
t h e  average number of fe lony cases 
f i l e d  per  100,000 populat ion i s  
higher  fo r  ' s ta tes '  count ing t h e  
number of  defendants  ( 4 2 0 . 8 )  than 
f o r  s ta tes  count ing the  number of 
informat ions  , indictments  , o r  com- 
p l a i n t s  (379 .3 ) .  

The las t  column of Table 32, 
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Table 31: General jurisdiction. limited iurisdictinr?. and all trial courts criminal caseflow. 1976 . 
States ranked by populotion within unit of count groupings . Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed . Number and percent change in pending 

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  L i m i t e d  
Sta te  As percent Change I n  

popu la t ion  o f  f i l e d  pending 
Sta te  and u n i t  o f  count i n  Beginning End End Beginning 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent pending F I  led  

In ta rMt iQ1S . indidments.  ff u m p l a l n t s  

i i i i n o i s  ................... 
New Jersey ................. 
Massachusetts .............. 
Indiana .................... 
Missour i  ................... 
Wisconsin .................. 
Tennessee .................. 
Maryland ................... 
Kentucky ................... 
Iowa ....................... 
South Caro l ina  ............. 
Oklahama ................... 
Oreyon ..................... 
Kansas ..................... 
Arkansas ................... 
Utah ....................... 
Maine ...................... 
Rhode I s l a n d  ............... 
Montana .................... 
South Dakota ............... 
N o r t h  D a b t a  ............... 
Vermont .................... 
A l a s b  ..................... 
Wyoming .................... 

- 

Number of defendants 

C a l i f o r n i a  ................. 
New Yoric .................. 
Texas ...................... 
Pennsylvania ............... 
Ohio ....................... 
F l o r i d a  .................... 
V i r g i n i a  ................... 
Minnesota .................. 
Lauisiana .................. 
Alabama .................... 
Washington ................. 
Connect icut  ................ 
Colorado ................... 
Ar izona .................... 
Nebraska ................... 
New b:exI co ................. 
Hawaii ..................... 
Idaho ...................... 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia ....... 
Nevada ..................... 
Delaware ................... 

Michigan ................... 
Georgia .................... 

Number of charges 

Puer to  R ico  ................ 
No cons is ten t  d e f i n i t i o n  

Nor th  Caro l ina  ............. 
M i s s i s s i p p i  ................ 
West V i r g i n i a  .............. 
New Yampshire .............. 

11.193 19. 27ei 520. 112 437.221 20. 5 1 I i  84.1 Nc 1. 233l 6.4' . .. 
7. 339 27. 436 31. 680 29. 466 29. 650 93.0 93.6 2. 214 8.1 N/A 331. 601 
5. 791 43.147 37. 508 33. 804 46. 851 90.1 124.9 3. 704 8.6 N/A 217.869 
5. 313 356P 45. 889 52.192 208P 113.7 NC -148P -41.6p 13. 924P 71. 804p 
4. 787 . IO. 171 18. 080 17. 964 IO. 287 99.4 56.9 116 1.1 11. 340P 20. 330P 
4. 610 24. 504 78. 403 78. 725 24.182 100.4 30.8 -322 -1.3 N/A N/A 
4. 234 16. 943 29. 609 30. 298 16. 254 102.3 54.9 -689 .4 . I N/A N/A 
4. 125 N/A 34. 333 33. 491 N/A 97.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A 110. 606 
3. 436 8. 228l 11. 20Zi 11. 740i 9. 15Zi 104.8l 81.7' 924' 11.2' N/A 209. 356 

2. 844 11. 128 28. 548 27. 193 12.415 95.3 43.5 1.287 11.6 N/A 70. 54613 
2.770 33. 150i 55. 581 53. 717 34.972' 96.6 Nc 1. 822' 5.5' N/A N/A 
2. 326 4. 974 14. 485 14. 909 4. 550 102.9 31.4 -424 -8.5 4. 226'13 58. 775' 
2. 299 1. 902 7. 026 6. 867 2. 061 97.7 29.3 159 8.4 N/A N/A 

2. 874 N/A N/A 182. 199 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A -. -- 

2. 117 7. 675 12. 813 11. 730 8. 758 91.5 68.4 1.083 14.1 N/A 103. 377' 
1. 232 287 3.068 2.494 861 574 200.0 N /A 23. 920p 81.3 28.1 
1.071 

956 
755 
686 
645 
477 
408 
39 1 

3. 844 6 .  533 6. 339 4. 038 
N/A 3.277 N/A N/A 
N/A 2. 122 1.726 N/A 
N/A N/A 13. 27Ei N/A 
N/A 1. 051 989 N/A 

4. 567 16. 987 16. 853 4.701 
564 99 I 1. 077 480 
704i 1. 329 1.346' 687i 

97.0 61.8 
N/A N/A 
81.3 N/A 

N/A N/A 
94.1 N/A 
99.2 27.7 

108.7 48.4 

101.3' 51.7i 

N/A N/A 194 5.0 
N/A N/A N /A 28.769p 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A .. .. 
N/A N/A N/A 15.687i 
I34 2.9 NH NH 
-84 -14.9 5. 352P 22.895 

-17l -2.4l N/A N/A 

____ . 

21.522 N/A 57. 430 52. 242 N/A 91.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 720. 573 
18. 053 N/A 31.659 37. 662 N/A 119.0 N/A N/A N/A 9. 421P 226. 16Op 
12. 599 68.812 78. 317 77. 370 69. 759 98.8 89.1 947 1.4 156.75giP 848. 793i 
11.802 29. 124 76. 302 74.343 25. 064 97.4 32.8 .4. 060 -13.9 5. 208P 482. 223P 
IO. 690 6. 487 30. 527 30. 312 6 .  702 99.3 22.0 215 3.3 33. 326p 290. 393P 
9. 113 16. 080' 122.894 43. 459' 18. 746' M: M: 2. 666l 16.6' 91. 199I 272. 476' 
8. 353 52. 242 66. 166 63.887l N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 146.848P 213. 873P 

98.6 29.8 593 4.9 5. 052 12. 174 42.843 42. 250 12. 767 
4. 984 N/A 42.962 40.222' N/A 93.6' N/A N/A N/A N/A 71. 770P 

96.8 22.9 280 15.9 13. 657p 65. 513: 3. 954 1. 763 8. 919 
3. 875 N/A 52. 297' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 112. 158'P 

N/A 264. 557 

8. 634 2.043 . 

3. 653 
3. 611 
3. 102 
2.575 
2.249 
1. 552 
1. 172 

884 
833 
700 
613 
582 

IO. 553 
N/A 

3. 370 
IO.  031 
5. 882 

895 
2. 096 
1.803 
5. 363 
5.832 

N/A 

I. 593 

25. 466 
14.053 

14.334 
13. 913 
7. 215 
4. 706 
2. 028 

30. 490 
31. 956 

4. 633l  
3. 786 

4. 555 

25. 451 
14. 374 
4. 100 

13. 760 
13. 765 
6. 823 
4.573 
I. 683 

29. 360 
32. 418 

N/A 

4. 022 

10.568 
N/A 

3. 848 
10. 605 
6 .  030 
I .  287 
2. 229 
2. 148 
6 .  493 
5. 204 

N/A 
I. 357 

99.9 41.5 

90.0 84.5 
96.0 74.0 
98.9 43.3 
94.6 17.8 
97.2 47.4 
83.0 105.9 
96.3 21.3 

101.4 16.3 
N/A N/A 
106.2 35.8 

102.3 N/A 
15 0.1 

N/A N/A 
478 14.2 
574 5.7 
148 2.5 
392 43.8 
133 6.3 
345 19 .I 

1. 130 21.1 
6 2 8  -10.8 

N/A N/A 
-236 -14.8 

N/A N/A 
N/A 112. 064 

19. 772 91. 191 
I I . 50giP 41. 862'p 

N/A 30. 840' p 
16. 218P 44. 958P 

N/A 23.687p 
4. 101 42. 088 .. .. 
- .. 

N/A N/A 
1. 505P 37. 034p 

3. 214 26. 264 26. 331 28.752 23. 843 109.2 90.6 -2.421 -9.2 18. 612p 67. 916p 

5. 462 15. 282 52.547 49. 398 18.431 94.0 35.1 3. 149 20.6 N/A 366. 335 
2. 365 N/A 7. 441 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 
1. 832 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

827 4. 461 6 .  431 5. 771 5.118 89.7 79.6 657 14.7 N/A N/A 

Note: FootnDtes t h a t  app ly  t o  the  data on t h i s  t a b l e  a re  given below . Explanatory informat lon p e r t a i n i n g  to the  footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  I i  of  
t h i s  repor t .  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a i l  m u r t s  i n  each s t a t e  a re  d isp layed . A l l  cour ts  i n  Louisiana. Nebraska. New Mexico. Hawaii . and 
Delaware a r e  displayed in  the  number o f  defendants grouping because t h i s  1s the u n i t  o f  count grouping t o r  the  general j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t  I n  each 
of these s ta tes  . 
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j u r  Isd i c t  ion c o u r t s  A i l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  
As percent Change i n  A s  percent Change in 

End 
Disposed pending 

-- - 
297.066 N/A 

N/A N/A 
59,698p 23,596p 
9,494'p 22,176p 

26,619 N/A 
N/A N/A 

25i N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

55,555l 4.95bip 
N /A N/A 

N/A N/A 
24,190p N/A 

N/A N/A 
28.189p N/A 

N/A N/A 

13,693' N/A 
NH NH 

21.105 7,030p 

- -- 

-- -- 

N /A N/A 

579,812p N/A 
439.054' 14.847p 
665,949' 179,666' P 
462,354p 4,450p 
294,029p 40,096p 
2 67,800 I 95.87 5 
185,903p N/A 
260, I63 N/A 
64,051p N/A 
62,273p 17,252p 
92,992'P N/A 

N/A N /A 
N/A , N/A 

95.907 15,263 
41,628ip 11,743IP 

N/A N/A 
43,140p 18,058p 

N /A N /A 
41.290 4,899 - -- 

-- - 
N/A N/A 

15.729'P 1,397P 

141,892 21.072P 

N/A 40.410 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

30,427 N/A 

o f  f i l e d  psnd I nq o f  f i l e d  pend I nq 
End Beg inn1 ng End End 

Disposed pendinq Number Percent pending F i l e d  Disposed pendlnq Disposed pending Number Percent 

-- -- 
89.6 N/A 

N/A N/A 
83. IP NC 
NC 109.IP 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

NC N/A 
N/A N/A 

- -  
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
9.672P 69.5p 

10,836P 95.6p 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N A  N/A 
N/A N/A 

~~ 

19,278' 
27.436P 
43.147p 
14,280p 

24,504p 
16,943p 

21,511P 

N/A 
8.228i p 

520,112 
363.281 
255,377 
11 7,693p 
38,410p 
78,403p 
29,609P 

144,939 
220.558' 

437,221 
326,532 
33,804p 

27,458P 

30.298P 
33,516i 
11 .74OiP 

1 I 1,890P 

105,344 

20 .5 I l i  
29,650P 
46,851 p 
23,804P 
32,463P 
24.182p 
16,254P 

N /A 
9. I5Zip 

84.1 NC 1,233l 6.4l 
89.9 NC 2,214P 8.IP 
NC NC 3,704P 8.6P 
95.Ip NC 9,524P 66.7P 
NC 84.5 10,952P 50.9 
Nc 30.S -322P -1.3p 

l02.3P 54.9P -689P - L I P  
NC N/A N/A N/A 
NC NC 924'p 11.ZiP 

-- -- -- -- N/A N/A 182,199 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 1I.128p 99.094p 27,193P 12,415P NC NC 1,287P 11.6p 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 33,15OiP 55,581p 53,717p 34,972'p 96.6p NC I,82ZiP 5.5'p 

94.51 NC 73OiP 17.3lP 9.200ip 73,260' 70,464l 9,5Obip 96.Zi NC M b i P  3.3ip 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,902P 7.026p 6.867P 2,061P 97.7P 29.3P 159P 8.4P 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 7,679 116.190i 11,730p 8,758p NC NC 1,083p 14.1p 

NC N/A N/A N/A 287p 26.988P 26.684P 861p N C N C  574p 200.0p 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 3,844P 6,533p 6,339P 4,038p 97.0P 61.8P 194P 5.0P 
Nc N/A N/A N/A N/A 32,046p 28,189p N/A Nc N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,122p 1,726P N/A 81.3p N/A N/A N/A -- -- -- -- N/A N/A 13,278l N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
87.3' N/A N/A N/A N/A 16,738' 14,682i N/A 87.7' N/A N/A N/A 
NH NH NH NH 4.567 16,987 16,853 4,701 99.2 27.7 124 2.9 
92.2 NC 1,678p 31.4p 5,916p 23,886 22,182 7,510P 92.9 NC 1.594P 26.9P 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 704 P I,329p I,346ip 687iP 101.3ip 51.7ip -17Ip -2.4Ip 

NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 778,003 632.054P N/A 
NC 6.6p 5.426P 57.6P 9,421p 257,819p 476.696' 14,847P 
78.5l NC 22,907ip 14.biP 225,57liP 927,110i 743,31gi 249,425ip 
95.9P Nc -758P -14.6P 34,332p 558,525p 536.697p 29,514P 

101.3p 13.8P 6,770p 20.3p 39,813p 320,920p 324,341p 46,798p 
98.3l 35.2l 4,67bi 5.1i 107.279i 395.370' 311,259l 114,62Ii 
86.9p N A  N/A N/A 199.09OP 280,039p 249,790iP N/A 
98.3 N/A N/A N/A 12,174p 307,400 302,413 12,767p 
89.2p N/A N/A N/A N/A 114,732p 104,273ip N/A 
95.1 26.3 3.595 26.3 15,420p 74,432p 70,907p 19,295p 
82.9'p N/A N/A N/A N/A 164,455'p 92,99ZiP N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 10,553p 25,466p 25,451P 10,568P 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 126,117 14,374P N/A 
105.2 16.7 -4,509 -22.8 23,142 95,746 100,007 1 9 , l l l  
99.4ip 28.1ip 234'p 2.0i? 21.54OiP 56,196iP 55,388Ip 22,348iP 

NC W A  N/A N/A 
Nc NC 5,426P 57.6p 
80.Zi NC 23.854Ip 10.bip 
96.IP Nc 4 ,818P -14.0P 

101.IP 14.6p 6,985p 17.5P 
Nc NC 7,34Zi 6.8' 
Nc N/A N/A N/A 

90.9iP N/A N/A N/A 
95.3 25.9 3,875 25.1 
NC N/A N/A N/A 
99.9p 41.5p 15p 0.1p 
NC N/A N/A N/A 

98.biP 39.Eip 808'p 3.aiP 

98.4 Nc 5 9 9  4.9p 

104.5 20.0 -4,031 -17.4 

148P 2.5P 
%.OD 40.2p 1,840p 11.3p 17,113P 52,1730 49,963p 19,345p 95.8P 37.1p 2,232p 13.0p 

1 3 9  6 . 9  

N/A N/A N/A N/A 5,882P 44,753IP 13.765P 6,030P NC NC 

NC Nc N/A N/A N/A N/A 2.096P 28,393P 4,573p 2,229p 
98.1 11.6 798 19.5 5,904 44,116 42,973 7,047 97.4 16.0 1,143 19.4 -- -- -- -- 5,363 30,490 29,360 6,493 96.3 21.3 1 . 1 3  21. I 

5,832 31,956 32,418 5,204 101.4 16.3 -628 -10.8 - - __ __ 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,633iP N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

NC NC -108 -7.2 3,098P 40,820p 19,75Iip 2,754P NC NC -344 -1l.lP 

NC 31.0p 2,460p i3.2P 44.876P 94,247p 170,644 44.915P NC 47.7P 39p 0.Ip 

N/A 11.0 N/A N/A 15,282P 418,882 49,398p 58,841 NC NC Nc NC 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 7,441P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A W A  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,461p 6.431P 36.198 5.1I8P NC 19.6P 657P 14.7P 

N/A = Th is  case type i s  handled by the  court ,  but the data are  unava i lab le .  
NC = The number was not w p u t e d  b c a u s e  of incomplete ff incomparable data. Computation of the  number was deemed inappropr ia te  if the  d i v i s o r  was less 

NH = T h i s  case type i s  not handled i n  t h i s  m u r t .  
-- = Not app l i cab le .  

[Data a r e  not complete. 
PData were no t  a v a i l a b l e  for a l l  cour ts  i n  the  state.  

than Io. 
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Table 32: Felony caseflow for general jurisdiction courts, 1976. 
States ronked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony caseflow. Disposed 
and end pending os a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 popu- 
la ti on. 

State As percent Change i n  
popu I a t  ion of  f i l e d  . p endinq F i l e d  per 

State, w u r t  t i t l e .  and u n i t  of count i n  Beginning End End 100,000 
thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pendinq Disposed pendlnq . Number Percent populat ion 

In formt ions.  indictments, a m p l a i n t s  

I i [ i n o i s - - C i r c u i t  cour t7  ................... 
New Jersey-Super ior  Court (Law Div is ion1 

and County Court'.. .................... 
Massachusetts--Super 1 or Court6.. ........... 
Missour i - -Ci rcu i t  Court and Court 

o f  Common Pleas6 ....................... 
Wisconsin-STATE TOTAL..................... 

C i r c u i t  Court6 ........................... 
County Court6 ............................ 

Tennessee-Circu i t  Court and 
Criminal CourtC,6 ........................ 

I owa--0 i s t r  I c t  Court6.. .................... 
3ki ahoma--Di s t r  I c t  Court6.. ................ 
Miss l s s i  ppi--Ci r c u  it Court6.. .............. 

11.193 19,27ah 3,645 29,412 20,511 96.0 66.9 1,233 6.4 273.8 

7.339 26,571' 27,663 25,495 28,739 92.2 103.9 2,168 8.2 376.9 
5.791 21,935 19,016 17,057 23,894 89.7 125.7 1.959 8.9 328.4 

N/A . N/A N/A . N/A N/A N/A . 4,787 N/A N/A 13,957 
4,610 5,324th 14,833 12,767 7,390 86.1 49.8 2.066 38.8 321.8 

-- X 8,953 6,795 X 75.9 N/A N/A N/A 194.2 

4,234 13,183fh 22,001 22,894 12,290 104.1 55.9 -893 6.8 519.6 
2,874 9,964fj 18,015 16,534 1i,45ai 91.8 NC 1.494 15.0 626.8 
2,770 . 17,47If 20,179 19,365 18,285 
2,365 N/A 6,598 N/A N /A 

.- . 

-_ X 5,880 5.972 X 101.6 N/A N/A N/4 127.5 

Oregon--c i r c u i  t Court".. .................. 2,326 4,974h 14,485 14,909 4,550 
Kansas-Di s t r  i c t  Court7 .................... 2,299 1,417f 5,514 5,427 1,504 

Rhode Island--Superior Court'. ............. 936 N/A 2, I59 N /A N/A 
South D a b t a - - C i r c u i t  Court i  ,6 ............. 686 N/A N/A 2,556 N/A 

Arkansas-Circuit Court"................... 2,117 5,20gf 7,758 7,642 5.325 

North D a b t a - - D i s t r i c t  Court 6.............. 645 N/A 852 781 N/A 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL....................... 477 1,012 2,341 2,245 1,108 

D i s t r i c t  Court7.. ........................ -- 1,00If 2,304 2,219 1,086 
h l a s l a - d u p e r  ior Court6 .................... 408 53 I 782 898 415 
h'yomi ng-+ is t r i  c t  c o u r t  i ,6... 391 704 1,329 1,346 687 

Number of defendants 

Cai i tornia--Superior Court8 ................ 21,522 N/A 54,906 50,094 N /A 
Texas--Distr ict Court and Criminal 

D i s t r i c t  Court8 ........................ 12,599 57,284 64.701 66.057 55.928 
Ohio--Court o f  Common Pleas8 ............... 10.690 6,487f 30,527 30.312 6,702 
Michigan--STATE TOTAL...................... 9,113 15,532 38.871 35,976 18,206 

C i r c u i t  court9 ........................... __ 10.8ilf 25.821 24.962 11.670 

Superior Court6 .......................... -- I I  37 26 22 

.............. 

96.0 90.6 
N/A N/A 
102.9 31.4 
98.4 27.3 
98.5 68.6 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

91.7 N/A 
95.9 47.3 
70.3 59.5 
96.3 47.1 

114.8 53.1 
101.3 51.7 

814 4.7 
N/A N/A 

-424 -8.5 
87 6.1 
116 2.2 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
96 9.5 
11 100.0 
85 8.5 

-116 -21.8 
-17 -2.4 

728.5 
279.0 
622.7 
239.8 
366.5 
230.7 
N/A 
132. I 
490.8 

7.8 
483.0 
191.7 
339.9 

.~ 
91.2 N/A N/A N/A 255.1 

102.1 86.4 -1,356 -2.4 513.5 
99.3 22.0 215 3.3 285.6 
92.6 46.8 2.674 17.2 426.5 
96.7 45.2 859 7.9 283.3 

Recorder's Court o f  Detroit'.,. .......... 
F l o r i d a - - C i r c u i t  C o ~ r t ~ . ~ . . . .  .............. 
V i r g i n i a - - C i r c u i t  Court" ................... 
Georgia--Superior Courtc, i,9 ............... 
Louis iana--Dis t r ic t  Courti,'. .............. 
Col orado--D i s t r  i c t  Court8.. ................ 
Arizona--Superior Courti,8 ................. 
Nebras le-3 is t r lc t  Court8 .................. 
Hawai i - - r i r c u i t  Court8. .................... 
I d a h o - - 0 i s t r i c t  Court '................. .... 
O i s t r  i c t  o f  Col umbia--Super l o r  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ . .  .. 

-- .____ 
8.353 
5,052 
4,984 
3.875 

. 2.575 
2,249 
1.552 

884 
833 
700 

. 4;72i I3;050 11;014 6;5369. 84.4 50.1 
52,097 65,799 63.856 ( W  97.0 N/A 
7,737fh 23,772 23,252 8,257 97.8 54.7 

N/A 24,850 23,263 N/A 93.6 N/A 
N/A 14,721 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 10,972 N/A N/A . N/A N/A 

4,678 10.556 10,334 4,900 97.9 46.4 
777 4,416 4,431 762 100.3 17.3 

1,329 1,551 1,258 1,622 81.1 104.6 
75Zfh 2,620 2,451 921 93.5 35.2 

2,008 4,227 4,759 1.476 112.6 34.9 

1,815 38.4 NC 
N/A N/A 787.7 
520 6.7 470.5 
N/A N/A 498.6 
N/A N/A 379.9 

426. I N/A N/A 
222 4.7 469.4 
-15 -1.9 284.5 
293 22.0 175.5 
169 22.5 314.5 

-532 -26.5 603.9 

Nwnber of charges 
.___ .~ - 

Puerto Rico--Superior Cour t lo  .............. 3,214 14,148 15,077 14,361 14,869 95.3 98.6 721 5.1 . 469.1 

No m n s i s t e n t  d e f i n i t i o n  

Nor th Carol ina--Superior Courtk, lL......... 5,462 N/A 29,010 N /A N/A N/A N/A . N/A N/A 531.1 

'Note: 

-. .____ 

Felony pre l iminary cases are not included on t h i s  table. 
t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  I 1  of t h i s  report.  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  for  a i l  c o u r t s  i n  each s t a t e  a r e  displayed. 

Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  t h e  data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory informa- 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number #as not computed because of incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed inappropriate i f  the d i v i s o r  was 

X = The data for t h i s  case type are mown t o  be included i n  the t o t a l ,  but were not avai lab le by category. 
than IO. 

aCourt j u r  isd i c t  ion. 
+ a r t i c u l a r  cour t  a- r e p o r t i n g  system intormation, 
=Judge information. 
f8ayinnlng pending f i g u r e  for  the 1976 c o u r t  p a r  does not equal the end 

%Change i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and 

hF i y r e  was computed. 
iData are not complete. 
jExplanation o t  data included i n  the category. 
%dd i t  ional information avai lable. 

pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 cour t  year. 

disposit ions. 

6The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the numbsr of informations or 

7The cr iminal  case u n i t  o f  a u n t  i s  the number of  intormations. 

8The cr iminal  case u n i t  of w u n t  i s  the number of defendants on the 

%he Criminal case u n i t  o f  w u n t  i s  the number of  detendants M t h e  

indictments. 

indictments. cf complaints. 

Informatian o r  indictment. 

information, indictment,. or complaint. 
l0The cr iminal  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of  charges. 
"The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the c a s  nmber assigned t o  the 

"The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  not cons is tent  statewide. 
Information. indlctment. or complaint a t  arraignment. 
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Figure X: Number of criminal cases f i l ed  i n  t r ia l  c o u r t s  per 100,000 
populat ion,  by unit of count. 

' S t a t e s '  
r e p o r t i n g  Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  f o r  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  repor t ing :  

A l l  u n i t s  of count: 
Felony (Table  3 2 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32 132.1 787.7 405.0  378.4 
Hisdemeanor (Table  3 3 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35 6 .4  6,477.2 2,124.6 1 ,838.4  
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34)  . . . . . . . . . . .  49 175.4 6 ,990.8  1 ,943.4  1,863.5 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  (Table 3 5 )  . . . . . . . . . . . .  14 26.1 5,392.2 1 ,238.1  579.0 
Felony pre l iminary  (Table 3 6 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 106.8 1,153.3 506.6 537.0 
Criminal  appea ls  (Table  3 7 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 4.4 589.7 117.1 50.1 

Informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  o r  complaint: 
Felony (Table  32) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16 132.1 728.5 379.3 334.2 
Hisdemeanor (Table 3 3 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 6 .4  5,122.0 2,174.5 1 ,961.5  
Felony and misdemeanor (Table  34) . . . . . . . . . . .  23 246.2 5,488.4 1 ,972.3  1 ,863.5  
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  (Table  3 5 )  . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 533.3 1,246.2 734.4  579.0 
Felony pre l iminary  (Table  3 6 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 106.8 746.2  420.6 363.5 
Criminal  appea ls  (Table  3 7 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 15 .0  589.7 111.3 48.6 

Felony (Table  3 2 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14 175.5 787.7 420.8 426.3 
Hisdemeanor (Table  3 3 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14 49 .4  6 ,477.2  2,057.6 1 ,932.4  
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34)  . . . . . . . . . . .  22 175.4  6,990.8 2,080.0 1,981.2 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  (Table 3 5 )  . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 136.1 5,392.2 1 ,629.3  1,083.1 
Felony pre l iminary  (Table  3 6 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 251.5 1 ,153.3  605.8 604.6 
Criminal  appea ls  (Table  3 7 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 4.4 307.8 84.0 36.4 

Nmber of defendants :  

' S t a t e '  t o t a l s  f o r  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  r e p o r t i n g  f i l e d  d a t a  f o r  
a l l  courts handl ing case category: 

A l l  u n i t s  of count: 
Felony (Table  3 2 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32 132.1 787.7 405.0 378.4 
Hisdemeanor (Table  3 3 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 971.0 6,477.2 2,715.0 2 ,282.3  
Felony and misdemeanor (Table  34) . . . . . . . . . . .  24 376.9 6 ,990.8  2,971.4 2 ,769.0  
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  (Table  3 5 )  . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 136.1 5,392.2 1 ,517.8  553.2 
Felony pre l iminary  (Table  3 6 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 193.8 1,153.3 585.2 584.2 
C r i m i n a l  appea ls  (Table  3 7 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 4.4 589.7 122.0 51.6 

Felony (Table  3 2 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16 132.1 728.5 379.3 334.2 
Hisdemeanor (Table  3 3 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 971.0 5 ,122.0  2 ,818.9  2 ,465.1  
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34)  . . . . . . . . . . .  13 376.9 5 ,488.4  3,010.8 2 ,842.2  
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  (Table 3 5 )  . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 553.2 553.2 553.2 553.2 
Felony pre l iminary  (Table  3 6 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 193.8 695.2 422.8 379.4 
C r i m i n a l  appea ls  (Table  3 7 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 20.8 589.7 123.3 50.1 

Felony (Table  3 2 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14 175.5 787.7 420.8 426.3 
Hisdemeanor (Table 3 3 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 1,512.3 6,477.2 2,717.6 2 ,222.6  
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34) . . . . . . . . . . .  10 1 ,676.5  6 ,990.8  2,994.5 2,789.6 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  (Table  3 5 )  . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 136.1 5,392.2 1,447.1 453.9 
Felony pre l iminary  (Table 3 6 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 251.5 1,153.3 646.0 604.6 
Criminal  appea ls  (Table 3 7 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 4 .4  307.8 84.0 36.4 

Information,  ind ic tment ,  or complaint: 

Nmber of defendants: 

Misdemeanor case flow (Table 3 3 ) .  
Table 33 d isp lays  misdemeanor case- 
flow data from the  42 ' s t a t e s '  re- 
por t ing  the  misdemeanor case cate-  
gory. 
a segment i n  t h e i r  t o t a l  cr iminal  
caseload a s  misdemeanor cases were 
excluded from the tab le .  The ' s t a t e '  
data are footnoted with a "p" if a l l  

Courts t h a t  did not i d e n t i f y  

cour t s  handling misdemeanor cases  did 
not repor t  misdemeanor caseflow. The 
same measures were used as i n  Table 
3 2 .  

ind ica te  t h a t  cour t s  were able  t o  re- 
main f a i r l y  cur ren t  with t h e i r  m i s -  
demeanor case load. There were, how- 
ever ,  many ' s t a t e s '  f o r  which the 

The data  displayed i n  Table 33 



Table 33: Misdemeanor caseflow for trial courts. 1976 . 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings . Courts reporting misdemeanor caseflow . 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed . Number and percent change in pending . Filed per 
1 00. 000 po pu la t i on . 

Sta te  
popu la t ion  

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 
i n  Beginning End 
- . 

AS percent Change i n  
o f  f i l e d  pending 

Disposed pending Number Percent 
End 

F i l e d  per 
100.000 

popu la t ion  
State. cour t  t i t l e .  and u n i t  at m u n t  

Informations. indlchnants. complaints 

I I i i n o i s - C i r c u i t  ~ c u r t 7  .................. 
Massachusetts.. STATE TOTAL ................ 

D i s t r i c t  cour t7  ......................... 
Boston Municipal Court’.. ............... 
Housing c o u r t 7  .......................... 

. ~ u v e n i  i e  c o u r t 7  ......................... 
Indiana-STATE TOTAL ...................... 

Superior Court and c i r c u i t  Court7 ....... 
County c o u r t 7  ........................... 
Municipal Court o t  Marion county7 ....... 
Juven i le  Court o f  Marion County7 ........ 

Rissouri-STATE TOTAL ..................... 
C i r c u i t  Court and Court of 

Comnon PI ea56 ......................... 
St . LOUIS Court of Cr imina l  c o r r e c t i o n 7  . 

Wisconsin.. STATE TOTAL .................... 
C i r c u i t  Court6 .......................... 

. County Court6 ........................... 
Tennessee.. C i r c u i t  Court and 

Criminal Court6 ....................... 
Maryland.. D i s t r i  c t  Court’.. ............... 
lowa.-o i s t r i c t  Court6 ..................... 
South Carol ina.. Mag is t ra te  Court6 ......... 
Oklahoma.. D i s t r i c t  Court6 ................. 
Oregon-STATE TOTAL ....................... 

D i s t r i c t  C o u r t l l  ........................ 
Just ice  Court i .  I I  ...................... 

Kansas-Distr ict Court7 ................... 
Arkansas.. STATE TOTAL ..................... 

C i r c u i t  Court6 .......................... 
Municipal Courti. ..................... 
C i t y c o u r t  and P o l i c e  Courti. ’ ......... 
Just ice  of t h e  Peace Court7 ............. 

Nebraska.. County Court7 ................... 
Utah.. STATE TOTAL ......................... 

Juven i le  Court .......................... 
C i t y  cour t7  ............................. 

New Mexico.. Mag is t ra te  Courtb. ........... 
Rhode Island.. STATE TOTAL ................. 

Superior Court6 ......................... 
South Dakota.. C i r c u i t  Courti. ........... 
Nor th  Dabta.. STATE TOTAL ................. 
0 l s t r  i c t  Court6 ......................... 
County Court w i t h  Increased 

J u r i s d i c t i o n  . ...................... 
Vermont-STATE TOTAL ...................... 

. ~ i s t r i c t  cour t7  ......................... 

County J u s t i c e  Court ‘ .  ................ 
Super iw Court6 ......................... 
D i s t r i c t  cour t7  ......................... 

Alaska-STATE TOTAL ....................... 
Superior Court6 ......................... 
D i s t r i c t  cour t7  ......................... 
Magis t ra tes  Court7 ...................... 

Nulnber of defendants 

Cal ifornia.. STATE TOTAL ................... 
J u s t i c e  Court9 .......................... 
Municipal Court9 ........................ 

New York.. STATE TOTAL ..................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  Court i .  ........ 
Town and V i  i lage Court9 ................. 

Texas.. STATE TOTAL ........................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court and Cr imina l  

County Court a t  Law and 

Municipal Court i  . ...................... 
D i s t r i c t  c o u r t 8  ....................... 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  County ~ o u r t i . 9  ........ 

Just ice  o f  t h e  Peace Court i .  ........... 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

8. 220p 44.6p 
.I. 452 -32.4 

N/A N/A 
9. 655 69.4 

3.81 9.8 
3,491.8P 
3.230.0 

171.1 
89.8 
0.9 

I. 518.8P 
249.2 
598.8 

NC 

11.193 
5. 79 I - 

_- 
. 
.. .- 

5, 313 . 
.. 

N/A 427.545 348. 923 N/A 
N/A 202. 209p N/A N/A 
N/A 187. 051 N/A N/A 
N/A 9. 909 N/A N/A 
N/A 5. 198 N/A N/A 
N/A 51 N/A N/A 

18. 412p 80. 693p 73.393p 26. 632p 
4. 488 13. 241 17. 524 3.0362 

N/A 31. 815 23. 715 N/A 
13. 918 35. 595 32.129 23.5739 

81.6 N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

91.0p Nc 
132.3 22.9 
74.5 N/A 
90.3 66.2 .. 

.. 6 42 25 23 
4. 787 N/. 4 14, 691p 8. 683p N/A 

59.5 54.8 17 NC 
NC N/A N/A N/A 

I 

.. 
4 .  610 
.. 
.. 

N/A 
N/A 

16.154 
X 
X 

3, 76Ofhp 
N/A 
N/A 

.- 

N/A 4. 007 N /A 
14. 691 4. 676 N/A 
44. 762 46. 909 14. 007 

IO8 251 X 
44. 654 46.658 X 

7. 608P 7. 404P 3. 9641’ 
llO.606p 25’p N/A 

N/A 52.892 N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
31.8 N/A N/A N/A 

104.8 31.3 .2. 147 -13.3 
232.4 N/A N/A N/A 
104.5 N/A N/A N/A 

97.3p 52 . I P  204P 5.4P 
NC N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
. N/A N/A . N/A N/A 

96.8 46.0 1. 067 7.4 
93.5 NC -6P -0.8P 
92.5 N/A N/A N/A 

98.6p 35.6P 2P 4.0P 
NC Nc 967P 39.2P 
80.9 67.9 967 39.2 

-6 -0.8 100.1 15.9 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A . N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
95.6P 37.7P 1.  443P 13.4P 

N/A 
NC 

971.0 
2.3 

968.6 

179.7p 
2,681.4p 

N/A 
1,838.4P 
1. 2 16.5 
1,574.3 
1,362.1 

212.2 

5.122.0 
238.8 

4.688.4 
166.3 
28.5 

2.084.6P 
694.6p 

6.4P 

4. 234 
4. 125 
2. 874 
2. 844 . N/A 52. 283p N/A N/A 
2. 770 14. 43Of 33. 697 32. 630 15. 497 
2 .  326 793P 36. 619 34. 244 787P 
.. N/A 31. 683 29. 302 N/A 
.. 793h 4.936 4.942 787 

2. 299 . 50tP 146P 144P 52P 
2. 117 2.466P 108.432 4.088P 3.433P - 
.. 
.. 
.. 

1. 552 
1. 232 
.. 
.. 

1. 172 
956 - 
.. 

686 
645 
.. 

2.466t 5. 055 4. 088 3.433 
N/A 99. 254 N/A N /A 
N/A 3. 520 N/A N/A 
N/A 6 03 N/A N/A 

N/A 8. 558p N/A N/A 
N/A 238 N/A N/A 
N/A 8. 320 N /A N /A 
N/A 14. 942p N/A N/A 
N/A 23. 073 22.08lP N/A 

N/A 70ah N/A N/A 
N/A 22. 365 22. 081 N/A 
N/A N/A IO. 722p N/A 
N/.4 14. 487 12. 713 N/A 
N/A 50 69 N/A 

. 10.756P 32. 353p 30. 931P 12. 1999P 

N/4 N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

NC N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

19.3 
675.3 

I. 274.9p 
2.465 . I  

75.6 
98.7 N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
2.389.4 

N/A 
87.8 N/A N/A N/A 

138.0 N/A N/A N/A 

86.7 N/A N/A N/A 

2,246.0 
7.8 

1,540.9 
697.4 

3,066.7 
0.9 

3,065.8 
4,888.7 

8.1 
4,522.5 

358 . 1 

.. N/A 9.939 8. 616 N/A 

.. N/A 4. 498 4. 028 N/A 
477 3, 547 14.628 14. 585 3. 590 
- . N/A N/A 89.6 N/A . 

99.7 24.5 43 1.2 
0 .. 4 4 0 

.. 3. 547t 14. 624 14. 581 3. 590 
408 4. 605P 19. 946 18. 413p 6. 046P 

EI/A 33 N/A N/A 
- 4. 605 18. 452 17. 041 6. 0462 
.. N/A 1. 461 1. 372 N/A 

- 

N C N C  0 .. 
99.7 24.5 43 1.2 
Nc Nc 1. 441P 3i.3p 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
92.4 32.8 1. 441 31.3 
93.9 N/A N/A N/A 

21.522 N/A 585. 854 478. 099p N/A 
.. N/A 69.392 N /A N/A 

N/A 516. 462 478. 099 N/A 
18. 053 N /A N/A 141. 358p N/A 
.. N/A N/A 47. 943 N/A 
.. N/A N/A 93. 415 N/A 

.. 

12. 599 161. 754p 816. 064 671. 522 185. 141p 

- 4. 995 6. 053 5. 573 5.475 

- 156. 7593 129. 641 145. 516j 179.666.1’ 
.. N/A 435.3M) 360. 950 N /A 
.. N/A 245. 010 159. 483 N/A - . 

Nc N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

92.6 N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
NC Ex: 23. 387p i4.5p 

92.1 90.5 480 9.6 

NC NC 22.907 14.6 
82.9 N/A N/A N/A 
65.1 N/A . N/A N/A 

2.722 1 
322.4 

2,399.7 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

6,477.2 

48.0 

1,029.0 
3,455.5 
1,944.7 

9 6  



State AS percent Change i n  
populat ion o f  f i l e d  pendinq F i l e d  per 

thousands pendinq F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent populat ion 
State, cour t  t i t l e ,  and u n i t  o f  count in Beginning End End I00,000 

_- 
Number of  defendants 

Pennsyivania--Philadelphia 
Municipal Court'.... .................. 11,802 4,258p 31,97OP 32,237p 3,693gp 100.8p 11.6p -565p -1;.3p NC 

Ohio--STATE TOTAL ......................... 10.690 28,174 247.862 250,473 34,778 101.1 14.0 6,604 23.4 2,318.6 
County Court8 ........................... - 3,089 21.363 21,796 2,6303 102.0 12.3 -459 -14.9 199.8 

Michigan--Recorder's Court o f  Detroitg... . 9, I I 3  N/A 8,240p 6,870p N/A N/A N/A NC 
Florida--County C o ~ r t ~ , ~  ................. 8,353 124,287 177.628 152,581 (k) 85.9 N/A N/A N/A 2,126.5 

Muni c i  pa I Court8.. ...................... -- 25,085 226,499 228,677 32,1489 101.0 14.2 7,063 28.2 2,118.8 
83.4p N/A 

V i rg in ia- -Ci rcu i t  Court8 .................. 5,052 4,437fhP i9.07iP 18,998p 4,510P 99.6P 23.6P 73P 1.6P 377.5p 
Gewgi a--STATE TOTAL.. .................... 4,984 7 N/A 89,882p 81,OiOp N/A 9O.iP N/A N/A N/A 1,803.4P ................... 93.6 Superior ~ o u r t c ,  i,9 N/A 

State ~our tg. .  .......................... N/A 88.7 
Probate Courtg .......................... N/A 100.7 

Louisiana--STATE TOTAL.................... N/A NC 

D i s t r i c t  Courtc,i,8 N/A N/A 
C i t y  Court i  and New Orleans 

Washington-District Court and 

.................... 
Municipal Court7 ...................... N/A 98.6 

Just ices of t h e  P e a ~ e ~ , ~  ............. N/A N/A 
Connecticut--Court of cornon P ieasg... .... 19,772P i05.2P 
Colorado--County C o ~ r t ~ , ~  ................. 11,509p 99. i p  
Arizona--STATE TOTAL...................... I, 204P N3 

Superior Courti.8 ....................... 1.204 102.2 

c i r c u i t  Court8.. ........................ 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t lo  ........................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court8 ......................... 

Just ice of t h e  P e a ~ e ~ , ~  ................. 
Hawaii--STATE TOTAL....................... 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL ........................ 
Magi s t r a f e s  Di  Y i s iona, g.. ............... 

D i s t r i c t  of Coi umbia--Superior C o ~ r t ~ , ~ . . .  

16.959 N/A 

60,701 N/A 

3,350 N/A 
20,736p N/A 

N/A N /A 

20,736 N/A 

N/A N /A 
95,907p 15,2639p 
25,508p 1 I, 743p 

3,431p 1,130p 
3.431 1.130 

I8.112 N/A 
68,443 N/A 
3.327 N /A 

58,603 N/A 
37.576 N /A 

21,027 N/A 

63,869 N /A 
91,191P 16.7p 
25,742p 45.6P 
20,139p NC 
3.357 . 33.7 

N/A 16,782 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 746.2 
454P 437p 16,051 5 l l P  NC NC 57P 12.6P 49.4p 
454 437 330 51 1 87.0 116.9 57 12.6 49.4 
N/A N/A 15,671 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3,378 22.939 22,229 4.088 96.9 17.8 710 21.0 2,753.8 

3,29Zfh 22,245 21,523 4,014 96.8 18.0 722 21.9 2,670.5 
-78 -2.4 2,061.3 3,299 14.429 14,305 3.2219 99.1 22.3 

86fh 694 706 74 101.7 10.7 -12 -14.0 83.3 

N/A N/A 363.4 
N/A N/A ),373.3 
N/A N/A 66.8 
N/A N/A 1,512.3 
N/A N/A 969.7 

542.6 N/A N/A 

N/A N/A I, 768.7 
-4,509P -22.8P 2,939.7p 

234p 2.0p 999.7p 
-74P -6.ip 895.5p 
-74 -6.1 149.3 

Number of  chwges 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL.................. 3,214 
Superior Cour t lo  ........................ - 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t lo  ........................ 
Court of Cornon Pieasa.10 
Alderman's Courtio ...................... 
J u s t i c e  o f  the Peace C o u r t l o  ............ 

__ 
Delaware--STATE TOTAL..................... 582 _ _  ............... __ 

-- 

23.381 56,564 57,494 22.446 101.6 39.7 
11,653 10,394 13,487 8,5559 129.8 82.3 
11,728 46,170 44,007 13,891 95.3 30. 1 

827P 22,087P 6,750iP 944P NC NC 
32 7 5.762 5,645 944 98.0 16.4 
N /A N/A 1,i05i N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 16,325 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

-935 -4.0 1,759.9 
-3,098 -26.6 323.4 
2,163 18.4 1,436.5 

117P 14.1P 3,795.0p 
990.0 117 14.1 

N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 2,805.0 

b consistent d e f i n i t i o n  

Minnesota-County CourtlZ.. ............... 3,954 8,834P 33,933p 32, i49p 10,8449P 94.7P 32.0p 2,010P 22.8P 858.2P 
New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL................ 827 N /A N/A 27,428p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Di s t r  i c t  Court i  '. ....................... - N/A N/A 25,931 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ....................... Municipal CourtiZ N/A N/A 1,497 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Note: F w t n o t e s  t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the footnote5 can be found i n  P a r t  i I of 

-- 

t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  for  a l l  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. A l l  cour ts  In Louisiana and Hawaii are displayed i n  the 
numbw of defendants grouping because t h i s  i s  the u n i t  of count grouping f o r  the general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t  i n  both of  these statas. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court. tut the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number w a s  not computed because of  incomplete a incomparable data. Computation of  the number was deemed inappropriate i f  the d i v i s a  was less 

than 10. 
X = The data f a  t h i s  case type are known t o  be included in the t o t a l ,  but were not avai lab le by categwy. 
-- = Not appl icabie. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
b p a r t i c u i a r  c o u r t  a repor t ing system information. 
'Judge information. 
'Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1976 cour t  year does not equal the end 

gChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and 

hFigure was computed. 
iData are not complete. 
JExpIanation of data included in  the category. 
kAddit ionai information available. 
POata were not avai lab le for  a l l  cour ts  I n  t h e  state. 

pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1975 cour t  year. 

disposit ions. 

'The cr iminal  c a s  u n i t  of count i s  the number of informations o r  

7The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the numbs of informations, 

8The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of defendants on t h e  

9The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of defendants on t h e  

Indictments. 

' indictments, or complaints. 

information or indictment. 

information, indictment, a a m p l a i n t .  
l0The criminal case u n i t  of count i s  the number of charges. 
ilThe cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the case number assigned t o  the 

information. indictment, a complaint a t  arraignment. 
I2The criminal case u n i t  of count is not consis tent  statewide. 
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disposed cases as percent  of t he  num- 
b e r  of f i l i n g s  could not be calcu- 
l a t e d .  This  may preclude any conclu- 
s ions.  Adjudicat ion of misdemeanor 
caseloads may have been expedi ted ,  
as i n  the fe lony  category,  as a re- 
s u l t  of t h e  Speedy Trial  Act or state 
and l o c a l  p rov i s ions  t h a t  mandate the  
t imely d i s p o s i t i o n  of c r imina l  cases .  

Figure U (above) i n d i c a t e s  how 
well the t r i a l  c o u r t s  disposed of 
t h e i r  misdemeanor caseload. This f ig-  
ure  is based on t h e  22 ' s t a t e s '  t h a t  
reported comparable data  f o r  misde- 
meanor cases  f i l e d  and disposed i n  
Table 33. Of these  22 ' s ta tes ' ,  18 
disposed of  90 percent  or  b e t t e r  of 
the number of cases f i l e d .  O f  t hese ,  
four  ' s ta tes '  disposed of  more cases  
than w e r e  f i l e d ,  thus reducing the 
number of end pending cases over 
beginning pending cases .  There were 
only fou r  s ta tes  t h a t  disposed of 
80 t o  90 percent  of  t h e  number 
of misdemeanor cases  f i l e d .  Nineteen 
s t a t e s ,  however, d id  not repor t  
enough da ta  t o  be ca l cu la t ed  or d id  
not r epor t  complete data  f o r  e i t h e r  
d i s p o s i t i o n s  or f i l i n g s .  With such 
a l a r g e  number of states not report-  
i ng ,  or r epor t ing  da ta  t h a t  cannot 
be compared, any inferences  may be 
m i s  1 e ad i ng . 
comparable data f o r  the computation 
of the  number of end pending cases  
as a percent  of the number of f i l e d  
cases .  Only one state had over h a l f  
the number of f i l i n g s  s t i l l  pending 
a t  the end of the year .  (See Figure 
V.) The percent  changes i n  pending 
caseload a re  displayed i n  Table 33 
and shown i n  Figure W. Of the 22 
' states '  r epor t ing  pending caseload,  
6 reduced the number of pending 
cases  and 6 had an increase  i n  
pending caseload of over 20 
percent .  

popula t ion  the  ' s ta tes '  t h a t  use  the  
same u n i t  of count,  and of d i s -  
playing the number of cases f i l e d  
per  100,000 populat ion,  as is done 
i n  Table 33, a l lows f o r  b e t t e r  

Only 15 ' s t a t e s '  reported 

The system of ranking by 

comparison. 
taken toge the r ,  t he re  were 18 
' s ta tes '  r epor t ing  misdemeanor 
f i l i n g s  f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  handl ing 
misdemeanors. For these 18 
' s t a t e s ' ,  t h e  average number of  
cases f i l e d  per  100,000 populat ion 
was 2,715.0 with a mid-point of 
2,282.3 and a range of 971.0 t o  
6,477.2. 

With a l l  u n i t s  of  count 

Felony and misdemeanor case f low 
(Table 34).  Table 34 shows the  com- 
bined f e lony  and misdemeanor crimi- 
n a l  caseflow f o r  t he  c o u r t s  i n  1976. 
Displayed i n  Table 34 are the  r epor t -  
ed da ta  from Tables 32 and 33, p lus  
data  from f i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  states 
t h a t  do no t  separa te  f e l o n i e s  from 
misdemeanors (felany/misdemeanor) 
and were not  included i n  Tables 32 
o r  33. I n  viewing the  da t a  i n  Table 
34 and i n  Figures  U, V ,  and W, t he  
reader  w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  the  c o u r t s  
are remaining f a i r l y  c u r r e n t  with 
t h e i r  crimina 1 case load. 

' s t a t e s '  t h a t  repor ted  da t a  f o r  fel- 
ony, misdemeanor, and felony/  
miademeanor caseload i n  Table 34. 
Of t h e  27 ' s ta tes '  r epor t ing  compar- 
a b l e  f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  22 
disposed of  90 percent  o r  b e t t e r  of 
cases f i l e d ,  with 8 ' s ta tes '  d i s -  
posing of over  100 percent  of t he  
number of  cases f i l e d .  Four s ta tes  
disposed between 80 and 90 per- 
cen t  of t he  number of cases  f i l e d ,  
and one s ta te  disposed of less than 
70 percent  of t h e  number of  cases  
f i l e d .  Twenty-three states, however, 
d i d  no t  r e p o r t  enough da ta  t o  be 
ca l cu la t ed  o r  d id  no t  r e p o r t  com- 
parable  f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
This number i s  l a r g e  enough t o  change 
the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and percent  range, 
and t o  lead t o  i n c o r r e c t  da ta  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i f  it is ignored. 

reported comparable da ta  fo r  t he  
computation i n  Table 34 of end 
pending cases  as a percent  of t he  
number of  cases f i l e d .  Of these  
' s t a t e s ' ,  11 had less than ha l f  t h e  

Figure U is  based on the  51 

There were 20 ' s ta tes '  t h a t  
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number of cases  f i l e d  s t i l l  pending 
a t  the end of the year ,  and 2 had 
more cases pending than were f i l e d .  
(See Figure V.) Of the 34 ' s t a t e s '  
t ha t  reported pending caseflow, 9 
reduced the number of  pending cases ,  
20 had l e s s  than a 20 percent 
increase ,  and only  1 had an increase 
of over 50 percent. (See Figure 
w. ) 

The f i n a l  column i n  Table 34 
disp lays  the number of cases f i l e d  
per 100,000 population. The minimum, 
maximum, average, and mid-point f o r  
t h i s  measure are  given i n  Figure X, 
arranged according to case un i t  of 
count. With a l l  u n i t s  of count 
taken together,  there  were 24 
' s t a tes '  report ing felony and misde- 

meanor f i l i n g s  f o r  a l l  courts  han- 
d l ing  felony or misdemeanor cases.  
The average number of cases f i l e d  
p e r  100,000 population was 2,971.4  
with a mid-point of  2 ,769 .0  and a 
range o f  376.9 t o  6 , 9 9 0 . 8 .  

Additional cr iminal  case cate- 
o r i e s  (Tables 35, 36, and 3 7 ) .  

! h i s  group of t ab le s  (35-37) in- 
cludes the following three cr iminal  
categories:  ordinance v i o l a t i o n s ,  
fe lony preliminary,  and cr iminal  
appeals.  Each t ab le  l i s t s  only the  
' s t a t e s '  and courts  t ha t  reported the  
spec i f i c  case type i n  t h e i r  data.  
The ' s t a t e '  data a re  footnoted with 
a "p" i f  a l l  cour t s  handling the 
case type d id  not report  data.  These 
tab les  include the same f ive  compara- 
t i ve  measures tha t  appear throughout 
the tab les  i n  the t r i a l  cour t s  
sect ion.  

population and by un i t  of count t o  
allow fo r  eas i e r  comparison between 
' s t a t e s '  of s imi l a r  population and 
systems of counting. The l i s t i n g  of  
the data i n  t h i s  order and the use 
of the measure of the number of  
cases f i l e d  per 100,000 ( l a s t  column 
i n  Tables 35-37) permit examination 
of possible  pa t te rns  tha t  may be 
developing. Population cannot be 
used a s  the only var iab le  i n  seeking 

The 's tates '  have been ranked by 
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cor re l a t ions  with caseload, but i t  
i s  a poss ib le  ind ica tor  and should 
be coupled with o ther  indices .  

Some general  comments can be made 
about Tables 35-37 and the  measures 
used there in .  F i r s t ,  co l l ec t ing  da ta  
i s  a cumbersome task ;  compiling and 
categorizing it i n t o  s p e c i f i c  case 
types requi res  even more energy, 
time, and e f f o r t .  It can be sa id ,  
i n  looking a t  Tables 35-37, t ha t  the 
more s e l e c t i v e  the  case type, the  
lower the number of s t a t e s  report ing 
such data .  The number of ' s t a t e s '  
and cour t s  t h a t  appear i n  Tables 
35-37 i s  small when compared with the  
number t h a t  appear i n  the  t ab le s  
showing felony and misdemeanor case 
types or c e r t a i n  c i v i l  case types. 
Second, it appears t h a t  most cour t s  
reported only "f i led" and "disposed" 
as caseflow f o r  ordinance viola-  
tions, fe lony pre l iminar ies ,  and 
criminal appeals .  This does not 
give a complete p i c tu re  of caseflow 
i n  the  cour t s ,  but does show case- 
load added i n  the  cur ren t  year. 
F ina l ly ,  repor t ing  only pa r t  of the 
caseflow a f f e c t s  the  use of compara- 
t i v e  measures i n  Tables 35-37. The 
r a t e  of d i spos i t i on  of cases  a s  a 
percent of f i l e d  and the  number of 
cases f i l e d  per 100,000 population 
are the  most complete columns. 

some l imi t a t ions  must be pointed out .  
The l a rge r  numbers of cases  f i l e d  per 
100,000 are  sca t t e red  throughout the  
' s t a t e s ' ,  regardless  of population 
s ize .  The lack of c o r r e l a t i o n  be- 
tween population and cases f i l e d  may 
r e s u l t  from any of a number of rea- 
sons, some of which have been high- 
l igh ted  e a r l i e r .  I n  addi t ion ,  the  
va r i a t ions  i n  the  case ca tegor ies  
used by the 's tates '  make accurate  
compilation of caseload very d i f -  
f i c u l t .  Case d e f i n i t i o n s  used by the 
' s t a t e s '  may a l so  cause in f l a t ed  num- 
bers  and a f f e c t  the measures. 
Factors such a s  these must be con- 
sidered when making any comparison 
of case category s t a t i s t i c s  among 
' s t a t e s ' .  More complete s t a t i s t i c s  

With regard t o  t h i s  information, 



Table 34: Combined felony and misdemeanor caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony, misdemeanor, or 
felony/misdemeanor caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State,  C o u r t  t i t l e .  and u n i t  of Count 

intarmations, i nd l c tnen ts ,  c a n p i a l n t s  

I I I i n o i s - C i r c u i t  ~ourt'.................... ......... 
New Je rsey -duper lo r  Cour t  (Law Div i510n l  and 

CassaChuss t t s - -STATE TOTAL ........................... 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t7 .................................... 
6ostan Munic ipa l  Court'.... ........................ 
Housing Cour t7 ..................................... 
Juvenl i e  Court7.... ................................ 

Ind iana-STATE TOTAL ................................. 
Super ior  Cour t  and C i r c u i t  Court7... ............... 
Cr im ina l  Court ot Marion County7 ................... 
Munic ipa l  Court of Marion County7. ................. 
Juven i i e  Cour t  of Marion County7 ................... 

M i 5 s o u r l - - S T A T E  TOTAL ................................ 
C i r c u i t  Cour t  and Court  of Common Pleas6 ........... 
St. LOUIS c o u r t  of criminal co r rec t i on7  ............ 

Wiscons ln -STATE TOTAL ............................... 
C I  r c u i t  Cour t6  ..................................... 
coun ty  Co"rt6 ...................................... 

Tsnnesrae--C i m u  i t Cour t  and Cr imina I CourtC,6.. ..... 
Hary iand - -STATE TOTAL ................................ 

C i r c u i t  Cour t6 ..................................... 
D i s t r i c t  Court'...... .............................. 

K o n t u c k y - C i r c u i  t Court i  ,6 ........................... 
I oua--D I s t r i c t  Court6.. .............................. 
South Caro l In+ - -STATE TDTAL .......................... 

C i r c u i t  Court, C o u n t y  Court. and C i v i l  and Cr im ina l  
Courth.. ......................................... 

14aqistrate cour t6  .................................. 
Okiahoma--Dis t r ic t  Cour t  ............................ 
SI i ss i  $5 i ppi--Ci r c u i t  Courtb.., ....................... 
Oregon-STATE TOTAL .................................. 

C i r c u i t  Courtll... ................................. 
0 I s t r  i c t  Court11.. ................................. 
J u s t i c e  Courti, ' '  .................................. 

Kansas--D i s t r  I c t  Court7.. ............................ 
A r k n s a s - S T A T E  TOTAL ................................ 

Munic ipa l  Cour t i  ,7... .............................. 
C i t y  Cour t  and Police C o ~ r t ~ , ~  ..................... 
J u s t i c e  of t h o  Peace Court7 ........................ 

Utah--STATE TOTAL .................................... 
D i s t r i c t  cou r t7  .................................... 
Juvenile Court ..................................... 
C i t y  ~aur t7. .  ...................................... 

Naine-Superior cou r t7  ............................... 
Rhoda Is land - -STATE TOTAL ............................ 

Super ior  Cour t6  .................................... 
D i s t r i c t  cou r t7  .................................... 

Montana--0 i s t r  i d  Court7. ............................ 
South D a b t a - C i r c u i t  ....................... 
North O a b t a - S T A T E  TOTAL ............................ 

D i s t r i c t  Court6.. .................................. 
County Cour t  w i t h  increased Ju r i sd i c t i an i .7  ........ 
County Justice ........................... 

Yerrnont--STkTE TOTAL ................................. 

'! coun ty  Cour ts6 ................................... 
super io r  c o u r t 6  .................................... 

County Court7 ...................................... 

c i r c u i t  Cour t6 ..................................... 

supnr io r  c o u r t 6  .................................... 
. ~ i s t r i ~ t  cou r t7  .................................... 
A l a s k - - S T A T t  TOTAL .................................. 

Super ior  c o u r t 6  .................................... 
D i s t r i c t  c o u r t 7  .................................... 
Magistrates Cour t7 ................................. 

Wwl ng--0istr  I Ct Court  ,6.. ......................... 
Nmber Of defendants 

C a l i t o r n l a - - S T A T E  TOTAL.............................. 

Super ior  Cour t8 .................................... 
Jus t i ce  Cour t9 ..................................... 
Munic lpa i  Cour t9 ................................... 

New ' iorb-STATE TOTAL ................................ 
Suprew C o u r t  and County Court8... ................. 
O i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  ................... 

Texas-STATE TOTAL.............................,..... 
TOW" and v i  I lage cour t9  ............................ 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and Cr im ina l  District Court8. ....... 
County Cour t  a t  Law, C o n s l l t u t i a n a i  County 
w n i c i p a i  cour t i ,9  ................................. 
Just ice of t h e  Peace Courti. ...................... 

stat. As  percent  Change i n  
popu la t i on  of f i l e d  pend i nq F i l e d  pe r  

i n  Beginning End  End 100.000 
thousands pending F i l e d  Oisposed pendlnq Disposed pending Number  Percent papu la t i on  

11,193 i9,27Bhi 458,190 378,335 20,511hi 82.6 NC 1,233' 6.4' 4,093.5 

7.339 26.57If 27.663 25.495 28,739 92.2 103.9 2,168 8.2 376.9 
5,791 21,935p 221,225 17,057p 23.8940 Nc Nc 1,959P 8.9p 3,820.2 - 21.935 19,016 17.057 23,894 89.7 125.7 1,959 8.9 328.4 -- N/A 187,051 N /A Y/A ' N/A N/A N/A N/A 3,230.0 - N/A 9,909 N/A #/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 171.1 __ N/A 5,198 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 89.8 __ N/A 51 N/A N/A . N/A N/A . N/A N/A 0.9 
5,313 14,280P 99,009p 95.585p 23.804p 96.5p Nc 9,524p 66.7p 1,863.Sp - -- 
- 
-- __ .- 

4.787 - __ 
4,610 _- 

-- 
4,234 . 16,943fhp 29;609p 30;298p 16,254p 102.3P 54.913 . -689P -4.1p 699.3p 

4,125 N/A 139,125 27.881' N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 3.372.7 -- N/A 28,519 27,856 Y/A 97.7 N/A N/A N/A 691.4 
- N/A 110.606 NC N/.4 N/A N/A 2,681.4 25' N/A 

3,436 8.208p 11,013p ll,589p 9.094gp 105.2p 82.6p 886p 10.8p 320.5p 
2.874 N/A N/A 69,426 N/A N/A N /4  N/A N/A N/A 

2,844 11,128P 80,831 27.193' 12.415p NC M: 1,2879 11.6P 2,842.2 

N/4 
356 
N/A 

13,918 
6 

10,171p 
10,i71f 

-___ 

W A  

X 
x 

21,478fh 

29,163 
2.394 

31.815 
35,595 

42 

32,771p 
18,080 
14.691 
59,595 

5,988 
53.607 

37.293 N/A 

23.715 N/A 
32,129 23,5739 

22,6408 10,287p 
17,964J 10,287 
4,676 N /A 

59,676 21,397 
6,223 X 

53.453 X 

2,423 2OSJ 

23 I 
25 

127.9 
101.2 
74.5 
90.3 
59.5 
69.1p 
99.4 
31.8 

100. I 
103.9 
99.7 

N/A 

N/A 

8.7 

66.2 
54.8 
Nc 
56.9 

N /A 
35.9 

X 
X 

N/A 
-148 

N/A 
9,655 

17 
l16P 
116 

W A  
-8 1 

x 
X 

-- 

N/A 
-41.6 
N/A 

69.4 
NC 

I . IP  
1.1 

-0.4 
X 

X 

N/A 

548.9 
NC 

598.8 
NC 

NC 
684.6p 
377.7 

NC 
1,292.7 

129.9 
1.162.8 

.___ 

-- 11,128 28.548 27.193 12,4159 
-. -- N/A 52,283 N/A N/A 

2,770 31,901f 53,876 51.995 33,782 
2,365 N/A 6,598P N/A N/A 
2,326 5.767P 51,104 49,153 5.337p 
- 4,974h 14.485 14,909 4,550 
-- N/A 31,683 29,302 N /A -- 79Jh 4.936 4.942 787 

95.3 43.5 

96.5 62.7 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
96.2 NC 

102.9 31.4 
92.5 N/A 

100. I 15.9 

I, 287 
N/A 

1,881 
N/A 

-430p 
-424 

N /A 
-6 

.- 

11.6 

5.9 

-7.5P 
-8.5 

-0.8 

N/A 

N /A 

1.003.8 
1,838.4 
1,945.0 

297.0P 
2,197.1 

622.7 
1,362. 1 

212.2 
2,299 . 1,467P 5,660p 5,571p 1,556P 98.4P 27.5P 89P 6.1P . 246.2P 
2,117 7,675P 116,190 11.730p 8,758P NC NC 1,083P 14.IP 5.488.4 __ 7.675f 12.813 11.730 8,758 91.5 68.4 1,083 14.1 605.2 -- N/A 99.254 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,688.4 

-- V/A 3,520 N/A Y/A N/A N/A N/A Y/A 166.3 
- N/A 603 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 28.5 

1,232 N/A 11.078p 2,IZOp N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 899.2p __ N/A 2.520 2,120 N/A 84. I N/A N/A N/A 204.5 
-- N/A 238 N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 19.3 -- 

1.071 
936 _- _- 
755 
686 
645 -- - __ 
477 - 

. N/A a ,~zoJ  
3,844hP 6.533p 

N/A 25.232 
Y/A 2,867h 
N/A 22,365 
N/A 2.122p 

. N/A N/A 
N/A 15,339' 
N/A 902 
N/A 9,939' 
N/A 4,498 

4,559 16.969 
I 1  41 

N/A N/A 
6,339P 4,03ahP 

22.08lP N/A 
N/A "IA 

22.081 N/A 
1,726p N/A 

13,278p N/A 
13,494l N/A 

850 N/A 
8,616' N/A 
4.028 N/A 

16.830 4.698 
30 22 

N/A N/A 
97.0P 61.8P 
Nc N/A 

N/A N/A 
98.7 N/A 

81.P N/A 
N/A N/A 

88.0i N/A 
94.2 N/A 
86.7' N/A 
89.6 N/A 

99.2 27.7 
73.2 53.7 

N/A 
194P 

N/A 
Y/A 
N/A 

N /A 
N /A 
N /A 

N /A 
N/A 
N/A 
139 

11 

.- 

.- 

N/A 
5. OP 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N /A 

N /A 

N /A 
N /A 

N/A 
3.0 

100.0 

N/A 

675,3 
610.0P 

2.695.7 
306.3 

2,389.4 
281. i p  

.- 

N/A 

139.8 
1,540. gi 

697.4 

2,378. I I 

3,557.4 
8.6 

_- 4,548' 16,928 16,800 4,676 . 99.2 27.6 . 128 2.8 3,548.8 
408 4,605p 20.728 18,413p 6,046p NC NC 1,441P 31.3p 5.080.4 __ N /A 815 '4 /A !/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 199.8 

-. 

- 4,605 18,452 17,041 6,0469 92.4 32.8 1,441 31.3 4.522.5 -- N/A 1.461 1,372 N /A 93.9 N/A N/A N/A 358.1 
391 704P I.329P 1,346P 687P lOI.3P 51.7p -17p -2.4p 339.9p -- . 

N/A 640,760 528,193p N/A 
N/A 54,906 59.094 N/A 

N/A 69,392 N/A N/A 

N/A 516,462 478,099 N/A 

N/A 31,659p 179,020p N/A 
N/A 31,659 37,662 N/A 
N /A N/A 47.943 W A  

N/A N/A 93,415 N/A 
219,038P 880,765 737,579 241.069P 

62.279 70.754 71.630 61,403 
156,759j 129,641 145,516j 179,66d 

N/A 435,360 360.950 N/A 
N/A 245,010 159.483 N/A 

NC N/A 
91.2 N/A 

N/A N/A 

92.6 N/A 
NC N/A 

119.0 N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

NC NC 
101.2 86.8 
NC NC 

82.9 N/A 

65.1 N/A 

.~ 
N/A N/A 2.977.2 
N/A N/A 255.1 
N/A N/A 322.4 
N/A N/A 2,399.7 
N/A N/A 175.4p 
N/A N/A 175.4 
N/A N/A N/A 

. N/A N/A . N /A 
22.03iP 10.1P 6.990.8 

-876 -1.4 561.6 
22.907 14.6 1,029.0 

N/A N/A 3,455.5 
N/A N/A 1,944.7 

(continued on n e x t  page) 
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Table 34: Combined felony and misdemeanor caseflow, 1976 lcontinued) Table 34, paqe 2 
state As percent Change in 

pop" l a t i o n  o f  f i l e d  pending F l i e d  per 
State, court  t i t l e ,  and u n i t  o f  count 1" Beginning End End 100.000 

Pennsylvania-STATE TOTAL ............................ 11,802 31,496P 100,197P 98,645P 26,731P 98.5p 26.70 -4,765P -15.IP 849.Op 
thousnds  pendinq F i l e d  Disposed pendinq Disposed pendinq Number Percent populat ion .- 

cour t  of C o r n "  Pleas8 ............................. -_ 27,230 68,227 66,408 23,0385' 97.3 33.8 -4.200 -15.4 578.1 

Phi ladelphia Municipal Court'............ .......... - 4,258 31,970 32,237 3,6939 100.8 11.6 -565 -13.3 NC 

Court o f  ~ o m n  Pleas8 ............................. - 6,487' 30,527 30.312 6.702 99.3 22.0 215 3.3 285.6 
County court8 ...................................... -- 3,089 21,363 21,796 2.6309 102.0 12.3 -459 -14.9 199.8 
Mun IC ipa I Court8.. ................................. - 25,085 226,499 228,677 32.1489 101.0 14.2 7,063 28.2 2,118.8 

Ohio--STATE TOTAL .................................... 10.690 34,661 1278,389 280,785 41,480 100.9 14.9 6.819 19.7 2,604.2 

Michigan--STATE TOTAL ................................ 9,113 15,53ZiP 47, l l lp 42,846p 18,206'p %9p NC 2,674lP 17.2'p 517.0p 
c i r c u i t  court'. .................................... -_ 10,811f 25,821 24.962 11,670 96.7 45.2 859 7.9 283.3 

Florida-STATE TOTAL ................................. 8,353 176.384 243.427 216,437 N/A 88.9 N/A N/A N/A 2,914.2 
c i r c u i t  ~ourtb.9.. ................................. - 52.097 65,799 63,856 ( k l  97.0 N/A N/A N/A 787.7 .................................... N/A N/A 2,126.5 County ~ o u r t b . 9  - 124.287 177,628 152,581 (kJ 

V i rg in ia - -C i r cu i t  Court8 ............................. 5,052 12.174fhp 42,843p 42,250P 12,767p 98.6p 29.8P 593p 4.9p 848.0p 

....................... _ _  4,7211 21,290 17,884 6,536i 84.0 NC 1.815i 38.4i NC Recorder's Court  o f  De t ro i t 9  - -  

85.9 N/A 

Georgia-STATE TOTAL................................. 4,984 N/A 114,732P 104,273P N/A 90.9p N/A N/A N/A 2,302.0p ................................ 93.6 N/A N/A N/A 862.0 super ior  Courtc.i.9 __ N/A 42.962 40,222 N/A 
State cou r t9  - N/A 68,443 60,701 N /A 08.7 N/A N/A N/A 1,373.3 

66.8 Probate Court'..................................... -- N/A 3.327 3,350 
....................................... 

N/A 100.7 N/A . N/A N/A 
Louisiana--STATE TOTAL ............................... 3,875 N/A 73.324 20,736P N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 1,892.2 

D i s t r i c t  CourtC,i .............................. - N/A 52,297 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1.349.6 

Alabama--Circuit Court8 .............................. 3.653 N/A 19.593P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 536.4P 

Superior Court8 .................................... - N/A 10.891 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N A  31 .6  
D i s t r i c t  Court  and JUStiCeS of  t h e  ~sacek,9 ........ __ N/A N/A NiA N/A . N/A N/A 1,768.7 

C i t y  Court i  arid New Orieans Municipal Court'....... - N/A 21,027 20,736 N/A 90.6 N/A N/A N/A 542.6 

Washington--STATE TOTAL.............................. 3,611 N/A 74.760 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,070.3 

N/A 63.869 
Connecticut-STATE TOTAL ............................. 3.102 23,142 95,746 100,007 19.111 104.5 20.0 -4,031 -17.4 3,086.6 

super ior  Court8 .................................... - 3,370 4.555 4,100 3,8489 90.0 84.5 478 14.2 146.8 
Court o f  ~omnon pleas9 ............................. - 19,772 91,191 95.907 15,2639 105.2 16.7 -4,509 -22.8 2,939.7 

Colorado-STATE TOTAL ................................ 2,575 11.509P 36,714P 25.508P il.743p Nc N3 234P 2.0P 1,425.8p 
n i s t r  i c t  Court8 .................................... __ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 426.1 
county court i .9 __ 

Arizona--STATE TOTAL ................................. 2.249 5.882p 30,695p 13,765p 6,030p Nc NC 148P 2.5p 1,354.8p 
Superior Court i,8,. ................................ -- 5.882' 13,913 13.765 6,030 98.9 43.3 148 2.5 618.6 

D i s t r i c t  Court8 .................................... __ 777 4.416 4.431 762 100.3 17.3 -15 -1.9 284.5 

. New Mexico--STATE TOTAL .............................. 1,172 2.096p 19,648 4,579 2,229P N: NC 133P 6.3P 1.676.5 
D i s t r i c t  court9 .................................... __ 2,096 4,706 4.573 2,229 97.2 47.4 133 6.3 401.5 

C i r c u i t  Cour t8 ..................................... - 1,783 1,988 1.638 2,133 82.4 107.3 350 19.6 224.9 
o i  s t r  id  Court 10.. ................................. - N/A N/A 15,671 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Idaho-STATE TOTAL ................................... 833 4,130 25,559 24,600 5,009 96.6 19.6 879 21.3 3,068.3 
D i s t r i c t  Court8.. .................................. - 838 3,314 3,157 995 95.3 30.0 157 18.7 397.8 

Nevada-0 i s t r i c t  Court '  ,g... ......................... 613 N/A 4,633P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 755.8P 
Delaware--STATE TOTAL ................................ 582 2,420P 25,873P 10,7721P 2,301P Nc N: -119P -4.9P 4.445.5P 

Court Of comnon Pleasa.10 .......................... __ 827 5,762 5.645 944 98.0 16.4 117 14.1 990.0 
A I derman . s Courtlo.. ............................... N/A N/A I ,  105i N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

. Jus t i ce  o f  the Peace Court lo ....................... _ _  N/A N/A N/A N/A I N/A N/A 2.805.0 

N/A 10.972 .................................... 11,509 25.742 25.508 11.743 99.1 45.6 234 2.0 999.7 

........................... N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 746.2 N/A 16,782 __  -- . Just ices o f  t he  P e a ~ e ~ , ~  
Nebrasle-STATE TOTAL ................................ 1,552 11,533P 36,769P 35,362P 12,961p 96.2p 35.S i.428p 12.4P 2,369.ip 

County court' ...................................... - 10,756 32,353 30,931 12,1999 95.6 37.7 1.443 13.4 2,084.6 

N/A N/A 1,274.9 ................................ NiA N / A  N/A N/A 14.942 N/A _ _  -- . Magistrate Caurtb,7 
H a m  i--STATE TOTAL .................................. 884 1.783P 1.988P 17.309 2,133p NC 107.3P 350P 19.6P 224.9p 

Magistrates D i v i ~ i o n ~ , ~  ............................ -- -- - 3,29Zfh 22,245 21,523 4,014 96.8 18.0 722 21.9 2,670.5 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Coiumbia--Superior C o ~ r t ~ , ~  .............. 700 5,307 18,656 19,064 4,6979 102.2 25.2 -610 -11.5 2.665.1 

super ior  Courta.8 .................................. __ 1,593 3,786 4,022 1,357 106.2 35.8 -236 -14.8 650.5 

N/A 16,325 

Number o f  charges 

Puerto Rim--STATE TOTAL ............................. 3,214 37,529 71.641 71,855 37,315 100.3 52.1 -214 -0.6 2,229.0 
Superior Court10 ................................... - 25,801 25,471 27,848 23.4249 109.5 92.0 -2.377 -9.2 792.5 ................................. -- 11,728 46.170 44,007 13,891 95.3 30.1 2,163 18.4 1,436.5 D i s t r  i c t  Court lo.. .- 

H3 cons ls ten t  d e f l n l t i o n  

North Carolina--Superior Courtk, 5,462 N/A 29,OlOp N/A N/A N/A N/A 

New Hampshire-STATE TOTAL ........................... 827 2,539p 4,033p 30,668 3,332p Nc 82.6P 793p 31.2P 487.7p 

.- ................... N/A N/A 53l.lP 
~ i n n e s ~ t a - - ~ a ~ n t y  c o u r t l z  ............................ 3.954 8,834~ 33,933~ 32,149~ 10,844gP 94 .7~  32.0~ Z,OIOP 22 .8~  858.2~ 

Superior court12 ................................... __ 2,539 4,033 3,240h 3.332 80.3 82.6 793 31.2 487.7 
D i s t r i c t  Courti2.. __ 
Mu" i c i  pa I Court 12.. ................................ _ _  N/A N/A 1,497 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A . NiA 

................................. w a  N/A 25.931 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Note: Felony prel iminary cases are not included on t h i s  table. Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the  data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory Informat ion pertaining 
t o  t h e  footnotes can be found I n  Par t  I1 of  t h i s  report ,  where s t a t l S t l c a l  p ro f l i e5  fo r  a l l  cou r t s  i n  each S ta te  a r e  displayed. A l l  Courts i o  Louisiana, 
Nebraska, HavaI1,and Delaware are  displayed i n  the number Of defendants grouping, because t h i s  i s  t he  u n i t  of c o u n t  grouping for the general j u r i s d i c t i o n  
m v r t  I n  each of these states. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court, blrt the data are unavaiiable. 
Nc = The number was mt computed because of  i n c m p l s t e  cc incomparable data. Canputation o f  the number was deemed inappropr iate i f  t he  d l v l so r  was less than IO. 
X = T h e  data fo r  t h i s  t'p O f  c a w  ere known to be Included i n  the total, but were not ava i l ab le  by category. 

dCourt j u r i sd i c t i on .  
bpa r t i cu la r  court or repo r t i ng  system infwmation. 
CJudge information. 
f8eginning pending f i gu re  fo r  t he  1976 Court year doe5 not equal 

SChange In pending doe5 not equal t he  d i f f e rence  between f i l i n g s  and dISpo5itlonS. 
hFlgure was computed. 
!Data are not complete. 
JExpianation o f  data included in  the category. 
k d d i t l o n a i  information aval labie.  
b t a  were not ava i l ab le  fo r  a l i  courts i n  the state. 

t he  end pending f i gu re  for  the 1975 cou r t  p a r .  

6The Criminai case u n i t  ot munt is  the number of informat ions or indictments. 
7The c r im ina l  case u n i t  o f  count 1s the number o f  informat iom, i nd l c tmn ts .  or 

cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number o f  defendants on the informatlon 
complaints. 

oc indictment. 

indictment. or mmplaint. 
9The cr iminal  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number o f  detendants M the Information, 

loThe c r im ina l  case unit o f  count i s  the number o f  charges. 
1lThe cr imlnai  case u n i t  o f  m u n t  i s  the number assigned to the Infwmatlon, 

12The c r im ina l  case u n i t  Of a u n t  i s  not m n s i s t e n t  Statewide. 
Indictment, LT complaint at arraignment. 
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and accura te  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of cases  
would permit more e f f e c t i v e  a n a l y s i s  
of the data  i n  Tables  35-37. 

Tables  35-37 and the  disposed 
cases as percent  of the number of 
f i l e d  cases  l i s t e d  i n  Figure U 
(above) i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the cour t s  and 
' s ta tes '  were keeping cu r ren t  to  a 
degree i n  1976 i n  d ispos ing  of cases  
being f i l e d .  In  a l l  t h ree  ca t egor i e s  
a major i ty  of the s ta tes  disposed of 
a t  Least 90 percent  of  the  number 
of cases  f i l e d .  In  add i t ion ,  the 
major concent ra t ion  fo r  t o  ta 1 
cr imina l  caseflow f a l l s  i n  the same 
range. There are, however, a h ighe r  
number of ' s t a t e s '  d i spos ing  of fewer 
than 80 percent  of  the  number o t  
cases  f i l e d  f o r  ordinance v i o l a t i o n s ,  
fe lony  p re l imina r i e s ,  and cr imina l  
appeals  than f o r  o the r  c r imina l  
ca tegor ies  or f o r  t o t a l  c r imina l  
case f Low. 

of the number of f i l e d  cases l i s t e d  
i n  Figure V (above) shows t h a t  Tables 
35-37 i n d i c a t e  low propor t ions  of t he  
number of cases f i l e d  remaining 
pending a t  the  end of the cour t  year .  
The ma jo r i ty  of ' s ta tes '  appear i n  
the  0 t o  30 percent  range. I n  
most of the  o the r  rows of t h i s  
f i gu re ,  t he  major concent ra t ion  f o r  
a l l  c r imina l  cases  appears i n  t h i s  
same range, but f o r  the o the r  
c r imina l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t he re  a r e  more 
' s ta tes '  l oca t ed  i n  the h ighe r  
percent  ranges.  

i n  pending cases ,  i n  Figure W (above) 
and Tables  35-37, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
I states '  reported a decrease i n  cases  
pending a t  the end of the cour t  year  
as follows: one ' s t a t e '  f o r  ord i -  
nance violations; three ' s t a t e s '  f o r  
fe lony  prel iminary;  and th ree  s ta tes  
f o r  criminal appeals .  In  addi t ion ,  
the ma jo r i ty  of states reported 
having less  than a 20 percent  
increase  i n  the cases  pending at  the 
end of the cour t  year .  

The end pending cases  as percent  

The next  measure, percent  change 

I 

The minimum, maximum, average, 

and mid-point f o r  t h e  cases f i l e d  per  
100,000 populat ion measure are d i s -  
played i n  Figure X. I n  t h e  7 
' s ta tes '  t h a t  repor ted  ordinance 
violations, 11 ' s ta tes '  t h a t  
repor ted  fe lony  pre l iminary ,  and 21 
' s t a t e s  I t h a t  repor ted  criminal 
appea ls  i n  a l l  cou r t s  handl ing the  
case type,  t he  average number of 
cases f i l e d  per  100,000 populat ion 
was 1,517.8, 585.2, and 122.0, 
r e spec t ive ly  . 

General comparisons. A few 
genera l  comparisons can be  made by 
using the  r e s u l t s  of t he  f i v e  
measures from Tables 31-37, which 
are displayed i n  Figures  U, V ,  W, 
and X. F i r s t ,  t he  d i s p o s i t i o n  ra te  
( d i s p o s i t i o n s  as a percent  of t he  
number of  cases  f i l e d )  w a s  i n  
general  higher  f o r  t he  felony case  
ca tegory  and lower f o r  t he  criminal 
appea ls  case category,  with t h e  
misdemeanor ra te  a l s o  being f a i r l y  
high.  Second, t h e  number of cases  
pending a t  the  end o f  t he  year  as a 
percent  of t h e  number of cases f i l e d  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  f e lony  case  
category has  the  h igher  r a t i o s  of 
pendings t o  f i l i n g s ,  whi le  t h e  
ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  case category 
has the  lower r a t i o s .  Thi rd ,  t he  
percent  change i n  pending case load 
is  s i m i l a r  f o r  a l l  case ca t egor i e s  
except  t h a t  t he  misdemeanor and 
ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  case ca t egor i e s  
have a s l i g h t l y  h ighe r  proport ion of 
t he  ' s t a t e s '  w i t h  over a 20 per- 
cen t  increase .  F i n a l l y ,  t he  f i l e d  
per  100,000 measure i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t he  l a r g e s t  volume of c r imina l  ca ses  
i s  i n  the  misdemeanor case  category,  
t he  smallest volume is i n  the crimi- 
nal appea ls  category,  and the  next  
smallest volume i s  i n  t h e  felony 
case category.  When t h e  averages 
are compared, t he  number o f  f i l i n g s  
per  100,000 f o r  ordinance violations 
i s  h igher  than f o r  f e lony  prel imi-  
nary, but the  mid-points are s imi la r .  

In  sumnary, it appears t h a t  t he  
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Table 35: Ordinance violations caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting ordinance violations case- 
flow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed 
per 100,000 population. 

State, m u r t  t i t l e ,  and u n i t  o f  m u n t  

I n f o r m t i m s ,  Indictments, r m p l a l n t s  

I I I Ino is-< i rcu i t  c o d  .................. 
Wisconsin-+unicipal Justice Court7.. ..... 
lowa--o is t r ic t  C o d . .  ................... 
Oregon-4unicipai Courtl.11 ............... 
Nebrasle-Count y Court7..... .............. 
Utah-< it y Court7... ...................... 
Number of defendants 

California--STATE TOTAL................... 
Just ice Courtg .......................... 
Municipal Courtg ........................ 

New Y o r k - D l s t r l c t  Court and 
C i t y  ~ o u r t i . 9  ......................... 

Pennsyl van ia--Di s t r  i c t  .lust ice ~our tg. .  ... 
Michigan--Recorder's Court of Detroitg.... 
Florida--County Courtb, 9.................. 
L o u l s i a n a - C i t y  Court and Par ish Courti, 

Municipal and T r a f f i c  Courtg .......... 
Washington--Municipal and Po l  Ice C o ~ r t ~ . ~ .  
Kentucky-Pol  ice C o ~ r t ~ , ~  ................. 
D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia--Superior Courta,g... 

Nmber o f  charges 

Puerto R i c o - D I s t r l c t  Courtio ............. 
Hawal i - - D l s t r l c t  Courtio .................. 
No m n s l s t e n t  d e t l n l t l o n  

M i  nnesota--Count y Court I 

State As percent Change In  
populat ion of  f i l e d  pending F l i e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent populat ion 
i n  Beginning End End 100.000 

11.193 N/A 61,922 58,886 N/A 95. I N/A N/A N/A 553.2 
4,610 N/A N/A 25,044P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
2,674 N/A N/A 93,183 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
2,326 3,433hp 14,070p 13,334p 4,169p 94.8p 29.6p 736p 21.4p 604.9p 
1,552 1.29Ip 8,277p 8,211P 1,357P 99.2p 16.4p 66p 5.1p 533.3p 
1,232 N/A 15.353p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,246.2p 

21.522 N/A 29,298 21,564p N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 136.1 
-- N/A 4,046 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 18.8 - N/A 25,250 21,564 N/A 85.4 N/A N/A N/A 117.3 

18,053 N/A N/A 20,736p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
11,802 N/A 214,570P 205,475P N/A 95.W N/A N/A N/A 1,818.1p 

8,353 7,214p 14,214p 12,519p l k )  88. 1p N/A N/A N/A 170.2 

3.875 N/A 91,131P 72,256P N/A 79.3p N/A N/A N/A 2,351.8p 
3.611 N/A 39,112 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,083. I 
3 # 4 X  N/A 165,275 N /A N/A N/A N/A E:," N/A 5.392.2 

9,113 N/A 75,176p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A K 

~. 700 237 3,177 3,168 2829 99.1 6.9 45 19.0 453.9 

3,214 263P M O P  89%' 208P 106.5P 24.8P -55P -20.9P 26.IP 
884 399 25,070 24,881 588 99.2 2.3 189 47.4 2,836.0 

3,954 675p 5,086p 4,924P 1,1669p 96.W 22.9P 291p 33.9 128.6p 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the footnotes can be found I n  P a r t  I1 o f  
t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  prof1 ies for a1 I m u r t s  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = This c a s  type i s  handled by the court, but the data are u n a v a i l a b l a  
K = The number was rot mmputed because of incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of  the number was deemed inappropriate i f  the d i v i s o r  vas 1856 

than la 

F o u r t  j u r  i s d l  d ion. 
b a r t l c u i a r  cour t  or repor t ing system information. 
%hang0 In  pending does not equal the d i f ference between 

and disposit ions. 
hF lgure was mmputed. 
i~ata are not mmp I ete. 
kAdditiona1 Information avai lable. 
PData were not avai lab le f o r  a l l  courts In  the state. 

%he criminal case u n i t  of m u n t  i s  the number of informations Q indictments. 
7The cr lmlnal  case u n i t  of count Is  the number of Informations. indictments. o r  

'The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of defendants on the information, 
f i l i n g s  comp I a i nts. 

Indictment, Q complaint. 
l0The cr lmlnal  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of  charges. 
l lThe cr iminal  case u n i t  of m u n t  1s the case number assigned t o  the information, 

Indictment, or complaint a t  arraignment. 
jZThe cr iminal  case u n i t  of a u n t  is  not m n s l s t e n t  statewide. 

t r i a l  courts are keeping current 
with the criminal caseflow entering 
the court system. Some of the rea- 
sons for th i s  may be identified as 
(1) speedy t r i a l  provisions, (2 )  loc 
or state time guidelines for pro- 
cessing criminal cases, (3) federal 
agencies that provide grants to 
study court improvement, and (4) 
a1 ternative types o f  programs that 
operate within the t r i a l  courts. 

In th is  annual report, more data 
are available because of the growing 
awareness among s tate  court adminis- 
trators of the need for good data. 

criminal section. This has caused 
some problems i n  that some s tates  
reported criminal and t r a f f i c  com- 
bined, and the data could not be sep- 
arated. In future annual reports, 
th i s  separation w i l l  be pursued. 

a1 Traffic cases were removed from the 
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Table 36: Felony preliminary caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony preliminary case- 
flow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed 
Der 100.000 oooulation. 

State As percent Change i n  
popu i a t  im o f  f i l e d  pending F i l e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent populat ion 
State, cour t  t i t l e ,  and u n i t  o f  count i n  Beginning End End 100.000 

Informations, indictments, a n p l a i n t s  
.____ .~ 

Indiana--STATE TOTAL...................... 5.313 i86P 6,353P 4,756P 8P 74.9P NC -178P -95.7P 119.6P 
Superior Court and C i r c u i t  Court7....... -- 186 2,001 927 89 46.3 0.4 -178 -95.7 37.7 
County ~ o u r t 7 . .  ......................... -- N/A 4,352 3,829 N/A N/A N/A 81.9 

Iowa--Distr ict Court6 ..................... 2,874 . 2,709 19.980 19,590 3,099 . 98.0 15.5 390 14.4 695.2 
South Carol ina--Magistrate Courtb ......... 2,844 N/A 18,263P 18,367P N/A 100.6p N/A N/A N/A 642.2p 

88.0 N/A 

Crimina I correct ion ’  .................. 4,787 N/A 5,113p 3,067p N/A N/A N/A 106.8P 6O.OP N/A 
Missouri--St. Louis Court of 

............... N/A N/A 291.9P N/A 8,086P 7,977p N/A 98.7p N/A Oregon-Distr ict Courtll... 2,326 
Nebraska--County Court7 ................... 1,552 4,171P 4,328P 3,998P 4,5029P 92.4P 104.0P 331p 7.9p 347.6P 
Utah--Ci ty  Court7 ......................... 1,232 N /A N/A 5,038 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
New Kexico--Magistrate Courtb,l.. ......... I ,  172 N/A 8,745p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 746.2p ........... 936 N/A 6,392p 6,lOBP N/A 95.6P N/A N/A N/A 682.9p Rhode I sland--D i s t r  i c t  Court7.. 
North Dabta--STATE TOTAL................. 645 N/A 1,250i 1,04gi N/A 83.9 N/A N/A N/A 193.8 

County Court w i t h  Increased ..................... 85.4 N/A N/A N/A 149.0 __ N/A 961 821 N/A J u r i s d i c t i o n  ,7.. 

Alaska--STATE TOTAL....................... 408 476p 1,548 1,426 5730 92.1 NC 97p 20.4p 379.4 
97 20.4 355.1 ...................... -- N/A 99 67 N/A . N/A N/A 24.3 67.7 N/A 

._____. 

County Just ice Courti,’ ................. __ N/A 289 228 N /A N/A N/A 44.8 

D i s t r i c t  Court7 ......................... __ 476 1,449 1.359 5739 93.8 39.5 

78.9 N/A 

~. Maqistrates Court7 

Nwnber o f  defendants 

California--STATE TOTAL................... 21,522 N/A 105.421 80.149p N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 489.8 
.____ 

Just ice Court ........................... - k/A 10,423 N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 48.4 
Municipal cour t9  ........................ - N/A 94,998 80,149 N/A N/A N/A 441.4 84.4 N/A 

hew York--Dis t r ic t  Cour t  and C i t y  C o ~ r t ~ , ~  18,053 N /A N/A 13,740p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Pennsylvania--STATE TOTAL................. 11.802 950P 113,975 115,919 ’ 757p 101.7 NC -193p -20.3p 965.7 

Phi ladel phia Muni c i  pa I Court8. .......... __ 950 11,934 12,127 7 57 101.6 6.3 -193 -20.3 NC ................. -- N/A 102,041 103,792 N/A . 101.7 N/A D i s t r i c t  Just ice Court9 .____. 
Onlo--STATE TOTAL ......................... 10.690 5,152 42,531 43,556 5,318 102.4 12.5 

95.4 17.7 
103.1 12.0 
94.4P N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
1OO.OP 0.OP 
100.0 N/A 
95.2 29.3 

100.8 2.2 

N/A N/A 
166 3.2 
199 39.0 
-33 -0.7 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
OP -- 

N/A N/A 
235 19.7 
-66 -27.2 

864.6 
397.9 

37.4 
360.5 
263.7p 
251.5 .- 

700.8 
626.0P 
625.1 
584.2 

1,153-3 

- 
8,353 
3,611 

3,436 
2,575 
2,249 

833 
700 .____ 

510 3,997 3,812 7099 
4,642 38,534 39,744 4,6099 

N/A 9,083 N /A N/A 

N/A 24,081 N /A N /A 

N/A 14,058 14,058 N /A 
1,191 4,866 4,631 1,426 

24 3 8,073 8,139 I77 

15,347p z , 0 3 1 j p  20,803jp ( k )  

OP 16,120P 16,120P OP 

County Courte.. ......................... 
~ u n  i c  ipa i  Court8.. ...................... 

F lor i da--Count y C o ~ r t ~ , ~ . .  ................ 
Washi nqton--0lstr i c t  C o ~ r t ~ , ~ .  ............ 
Kentucky-Quarterly Court and P o l i c e  

~ o u r t b , 9  .............................. 
Colorado--County C o ~ r t ~ . ~ . .  ............... 
Arizona--Justices of t h e  P e a ~ e ~ , ~  ......... 
I daho--Mag i s t r d t e s  0 i   is ion^,^. ........... 
D l  S t r  i c t  o f  Col umbia--Super lor  C ~ u r t ~ , ~ . .  . 
Number of  charges 

.____ 
308P 4.3P 677.2P Puerto Rlco--TOTAL ........................ 3,214 7,084p 21,766p 97,894 7,392p NC NC 

Superior Court10 ........................ -- 463 860 904 419 105.1 48.7 -44 -9.5 26.8 

D i s t r i c t  Court IO... ..................... - 6,621 20,906 20,554 6,973 98.3 33.4 352 5.3 650.5 
Justices of  t h e  Peacelo ................. - N /A N/A 67,267j N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Municipal Court lo. ...................... _- N/A N/A 9,169J N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Hawai i -3 is t r ic t  Court10 .................. 8&1 N/A N /A 738 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 
Oelaware--Justice o f  t h e  Peace Courtlo.... 582 N/A 1,186p N/A N/A N/A N/A . N/A N/A . 203.8P 

No m s i s t e n t  d e t i n i t l o n  

New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL................ 827 N/A N/A 2,999p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
D i s t r i c t  Court12 ........................ -- N /A N/A 2,920 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ...................... -- N/A N/A 79 N/A . N/A N/A . N/A N/A N/A 

~. 

Municipal Cour t lZ  .- 
Note: F w t n o t e s  t h a t  apply  t o  the data on t h i s  tab le are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the footnotes can be fauna i n  P a r t  I I  o f  

t h i s  report, where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l l  courts i n  each State are displayed. 

U / 4  = This  case type 1s handled by tile court, but the data are “naval lable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of incomplete or incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed inappropriate i f  the d i v i s w  was less 

than IO. 

aCourt j u r  Isd ic t ion.  
b p a r t i c u ~ a r  cour t  oc repor t ing system information. 
gChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between 

IRata are not complete. 
JExplanation of data included i n  the category. 
kAddit ional information avai lable. 
?Data were not avai lab le f o r  a l l  courts i n  the state. 

d i s p o s i t i o n .  

6The cr iminal  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of  informations a 
indictmepts. 

7The cr iminal  case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of  informations, 
lndiclments or canplaints. 

8The cr iminal  case u n i t  of m u n t  i s  the number of defendants on the 
1 nformat Ion o r  1 nd ictment. 

9The cr iminal  case u n i t  o f  count Is the number of  defendants on the 
information, i nd lclment, o r  canp I a I nt. 

f i l l i n g s  and 

loThe cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of  charges. 
I lThe cr iminal  case u n i t  of count Is the case number assigned t o  t h e  

IZThe cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  not consistent statewide. 
information, Indlctment, o r  canpla in t  a t  arralgnment. 
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Table 37: Criminal appeals caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting criminal appeals case- 
flow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed 

__ 
State As percent Change i n  

popuiat ion o f  f i l e d  pend i nq F l i e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent populat ion 
State. cour t  t i t l e ,  and u n i t  of count. in Beginning End End 100.000 

Infarnations, I n d i c t m t s .  complaints 

New Jersey-County Court6..... ............ 7.339 797' 3,790 3,130 857 60 7.5 51.6 98.4 22.6 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ................ 5,791 21,212p 34,152 16,147p 22,957p Nc Nc 1,745p 8.2p 589.7 

Superior Court6 ......................... -- 21,212 18,492 16.747 22,957 90.6 124.1 1,745 8.2 319.3 
D i s t r i c t  cour t7  ......................... _ _  N/A 15,660 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 270.4 

Missouri--STATE ToTAL..................... 4,787 N/A 144p 3,310p N/A NC N/A N/A N/A Nc 

C i r c u i t  Court and Court 

St.  Louis Court of Criminal 
o f  -on Pleas6 ...................... 
c o r r e c t  i on7.. ......................... 

Mar yland--Ci r c u  I t Court6.. ................ 
Oklahoma--District Court6...... ........... 
Kansas--Distr ict Court7 ................... 
Utah-Dis t r ic t  Court7 ..................... 
Rhode island--Superior Court6 ............. 
North Dakota--Distr ict Court6 ............. 
Alasba-Superior Court6 ................... 
Nmber of defendants 

4,125 
2,770 
2,299 
i ,232 

936 
645 
408 

Ca I i fornia--Superior Court8 ............... 
lexas-<wnty Court a t  Law and 

Const i t u t  ions1 County Court i  ,g.... .... 
Pennsylvan ia--Court o f  Common Pieas8.. .... 
M ich igan--Ci r c u i t  Court9.. ................ 
F l o r  ida--Ci rcu i t  Courtb, ')... .............. 
A iabama--C i ... it Court8.. ................. 
Washington--Super i o r  Court8... ............ 
Colorado--Dis t r ic t  Court and Denver 

Superior cour t8  ....................... 
N e b r a s b - D i s t r i c t  Cart8 ................. 
Idaho--Distr ict Court8 .................... 
Number of charges 

21,522 

12,599 
11.802 
9,113 
8,353 
3,653 
3,611 

2,575 
1,552 

833 

Puerto Rico--Superior Cour t lo  ............. 
No consistent d e f i n i t i o n  

North Carol ina-Superior Courtk.l2 ........ 
New Hampshire--Super i o r  Cour t lZ  ........... 

3,214 

5.462 
827 

N/A N/A 3,310J N/A N/A N/A 

N/A 144 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 5,285 5,217 N/A 98.7 N/A 

1,24gf 1.346 1,405 1.190 104.4 88.4 
435f 1,366 1.2% 505 94.9 37.0 
N/A 548 374 N/A M1.2 N/A 
N/A 410 N /A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 97p 73P N/A 75.3p N/A 
N/A 85 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A 2.524 2,148 N/A 85.1 N/A 

N/A 38,782 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
1,479 7.105 7,097 1.487 99.9 20.9 

548f 605 613 540 101.3 89.3 
NC N/A 145 367 31l  ( k )  

N/A 5.873 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 3,162 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A 322, N/A , N/A N/A N/A 
i i a j  2.799J 2,392J 525J 85.5 18.8 
4Zf 65 49 58 15.4 89.2 

N/A 480 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A 23,537 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
1,922 2,398 2,476h 1.844 103.3 76.9 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
-59 -4.7 

70 16.1 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A 

Nc 
128.1 
48.6 
59.4 
44.5 
43.8 
15.0p 
20.8 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
8 0.5 

-8 -1.5 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
401 344.9 

16 38.1 

11.7 

307.8 
' 60.2 

6.6 
4.4 

160.8 
87.6 

12.5 
180.3 

7.8 

N/A N/A 14.9 

N/A N/A 
-78 -4.1 

430.9 
290.0 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply  t o  the data m t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory i n f o r m t i o n  per ta in ing to the footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  i i  of 
t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a l l  cour ts  in each s t a t e  are d isp iapd.  

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the m u r t ,  but the data are Unavailable. 
NC = The number was n o t  computed because of incomplete cr incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed inappropriate if the d i v i s a  was 

less than 10. 

bpar t icu iar  court or repor t ing system information. 
feeginning pending f igure for  the 1976 c o u r t  p a r  does not equal the end pending f igure for the 1975 c o u r t  p a r .  
hF igure was computed. 
ioata are not complete. 
JExplanat im of data included i n  the category. 
%dd i t ional information ava i I ab I e. 
POata were not avai l a b i e  f o r  a l  I 'mur ts  in  the state. 

6The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of  informations or indictments. 
'The Criminal case u n i t  o f  count i s  the number of  informations, indictments. a complaints. 
8The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of defendants M the information or indictment. 
9The cr iminal  case u n i t  of m u n t  i s  the number of defendants m the information, indictment, a complaint. 

l0The cr iminal  case u n i t  of c m n t  i s  the number of charges. 
"The cr iminal  case u n i t  o f  m u n t  i s  not m n s i s t e n t  statenide. 

Crimina 1 d is  pos i t  i on types  i n  t h e i r  u n i t  of count groupings.  
(Table 38). This  t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  the  This t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  t o t a l  c r imina l  
' states ' and cour t s  t h a t  have repor t -  d i s p o s i t i o n s  as well as t h e  following 
ed cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n  types .  To s ix  d i s p o s i t i o n  types:  plea, total 
a i d  i n  comparison, the  ' s ta tes '  have conviction (which inc ludes  p l eas  as 
be'= l i s t e d  i n  populat ion order  with- w e l l  as  o t h e r  convic t ions  by t he  
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c o u r t s ) ,  trial conviction, acquit- 
tal, nolle prosequi, and dismis- 

I1 (which i n c l u d e s  c a s e s  d i s m i s s e d  
because o f  a c t i o n  on a n o t h e r  c a s e ) .  
Twenty-nine c o u r t  systems ( 2 7  s ta tes ,  

I1 I t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and P u e r t o  
Rico)  r e p o r t e d  d a t a  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  I~I1~~ Table 38. Because o f  t h e  small num- 
b e r  of  s ta tes  r e p o r t i n g  each  type  o f  
c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a ,  compari- 
sons o r  s p e c i f i c  c o n c l u s i o n s  cou ld  be  
m i s l e a d i n g ,  b u t  some i n t e r e s t i n g  
p o i n t s  c a n  be noted.  

t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  "p leas"  i s  re- 
p o r t e d  most o f t e n .  Of t h e  29 
' s t a t e s '  d i s p l a y e d  i n  Tab le  38, 28 
r e p o r t e d  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n  
type  i n  some c o u r t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
13 o f  t h e  25 ' s t a t e s '  w i t h  p e r c e n t s  
computed used t h i s  method of d i s p o s i -  
t i o n  f o r  50 p e r c e n t  o r  more of t h e  
c a s e s  d i sposed .  The a v e r a g e  of  t h e  
25 s t a t e  p r o p o r t i o n s  of  t o t a l  d i s -  
p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  "p leas"  
c a t e g o r y  i s  50.6 pe rcen t .  The n e x t  
d i s p o s i t i o n  t y p e  f o r  which d a t a  were 
most complete  i s  "d i smis sa l s . "  Of 
t h e  29 s ta tes ,  25 r e p o r t e d  d i s m i s s a l  

I 

11 1 

Among t h e  s i x  d i s p o s i t i o n  t y p e s ,  

d a t a  f o r  some c o u r t s .  The ave rage  of  
t h e  21 s t a t e  v a l u e s  of  d i s m i s s a l  d i s -  
p o s i t i o n s  was much lower--22.3 per-  
cen t .  I f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u r t  v a l u e s  
are looked a t  i n s t e a d  of  t h e  ' s t a t e '  
t o t a l  v a l u e s ,  more da t a  are a v a i l -  
a b l e ,  b u t  t h e  ave rages  and midpo in t s  
are similar t o  t h o s e  f o r  t h e  ' s t a t e '  
t o t a l s .  For  a l l  c o u r t s  r e p o r t i n g ,  
t h e  ave rage  p e r c e n t  of  c a s e s  d i sposed  
by a g u i l t y  p l e a  was 48.7, w i t h  6.5 
p e r c e n t  of  t h e  c a s e s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a 
t r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n ,  4.0 p e r c e n t  r e s u l t -  
i n g  i n  a n  a c q u i t t a l ,  17.4 p e r c e n t  re- 
s u l t i n g  i n  a n o l l e  p r o s e q u i ,  and 22.4 
pe rcen t  b e i n g  d i smis sed .  These ave r -  
ages  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r anges  and mid- 
p o i n t s  are  d i s p l a y e d  i n  F i g u r e  Y 
(below). 

One ve ry  important  p o i n t  about  
Table  38 i s  t h a t  on ly  29 c o u r t  sys-  
t e m s  r e p o r t e d  da ta  f o r  i n c l u s i o n ,  and 
n o t  a l l  c o u r t s  i n  each of t h e s e  
' s t a t e s '  r e p o r t e d  data.  T h i s  makes 
comparison ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  because 
d a t a  from t h e  o t h e r  c o u r t s  and o t h e r  
s ta tes  cou ld  change t h e  p i c t u r e  com- 
p l e t e l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  c o n c l u s i o n s  
drawn a t  t h i s  t i m e  may be  mis l ead ing .  

F i g u r e  Y: Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n  t y p e s  as a p e r c e n t  of t h e  number of 
c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  t r i a l  c o u r t s .  

I1 Courts 
reporting Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

Percent of criminal dispositions 
, for individual courts: 

Disposition type: 
Plea . . . . . . . . .  45 6. 1 82.5 48. 7 49.4 
Total conviction . . .  12 23.6 78.  7 48 .3  51. 2 
Trial conviction . . .  1 8  0.2 16. 7 6. 5 6.  0 
Acquit ta 1 . . . . . . .  18  0.1 17.5 4 .0  2.4 
Nolle prosequi. . . . .  13 3.8 39.6 17.4 17. 5 
Dismissal . . . . . . .  41 1.8 50.4 22.4 21.5 

I States I 
reporting Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

Percent of criminal dispositions 
for 'state' totals for all courts 
reporting: 

Disposition type: 
Plea . . . . . . . . .  24 20.9 76. 8 50.6 51.4 
Total conviction . . .  5 33.2 78.7 56.9 58.0 
Trial conviction . . .  7 1.9 8.1 5.2 5.5 
Acquittal . . . . . . .  8 1 .3  15.9 3.9 2.4 
Nolle prosequi. . . . .  6 5. 7 28.5 18.3 18.2 
Dismissal . . . . . . .  21 1 . 8  41. 2 22.3 22.2 
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C r i m i n a l  t r i a l  data (Table 39). 
This tab le  displays the 69 ind iv idua l  
courts  t ha t  reported criminal t r i a l  
data.  The ' s t a t e s '  have been l i s t e d  
i n  population order within t h e i r  par- 
t i c u l a r  un i t  of count grouping. This 
table  includes four  kinds of informa- 
t i on  tha t  w i l l  a id  comparison: 
case ca tegor ies  t h a t  w e r e  included i n  
the report ing of t r ia l  data;  (2 )  the  
cour t ' s  de f in i t i on  of a cr iminal  
t r i a l ;  (3 )  the number and percent of 
ju ry  and non-jury t r ia ls  as a percent 
of t o t a l  cr iminal  t r ia ls ,  and ( 4 )  the  
percent of ju ry ,  non-jury, and t o t a l  
t r ia ls  a s  compared to  the t o t a l  
criminal d i spos i t i ons .  

Table 39 does not permit def i -  
n i t e  conclusions about the data  or  
d i r e c t  comparisons between ' s t a t e s '  
f o r  the following reasons: (1) the  
data do not represent  the same case 
ca tegor ies  i n  each court ;  (2 )  the  
t r i a l  de f i n i t i o n s  are not s imi l a r  
throughout the cour t s  displayed; ( 3 )  
the cour t s  use d i f f e r e n t  un i t s  of 
count; and ( 4 )  the data displayed 
are  only a small proportion of the 
t o t a l  p i c tu re  tha t  could be d i s -  
played, given complete data from a l l  

(1) 

' s t a t e s ' .  These d i f fe rences  a r e  
qui te  evident when the  ranges i n  
percents  i n  Figure 2 are  examined. 
The proportion of t r i a l s  t ha t  are 
jury  t r i a l s  ranges from 0.0 to  88.9 
percent ,  and the  proportion of t r i a l s  
t h a t  a r e  non-jury t r ia ls  ranges from 
11.1 t o  100.0 percent.  The average 
percent of t r i a l s  t h a t  are  jury  
t r ia ls  is 37.9 percent ,  while the  
average percent of t r i a l s  t ha t  a re  
non-jury t r ia l s  is  67.1 percent,  in- 
d i ca t ing  t h a t  there  a re  approximately 
twice a s  many non-jury t r i a l s  a s  jury 
t r i a l s  f o r  cr iminal  cases.  

The percent of c r imina l  cases  
disposed by jury  t r i a l s  and non-jury 
t r i a l s  ranges widely, however, with 
values from 0.0 to  15.1 for  ju ry  
t r ia ls ,  and from 0.3 to  92.4 for  
non-jury t r ia l s .  While the  average 
percents  a re  4.7 fo r  ju ry ,  13.1 for  
non-jury, and 16.0 for  a l l  cr iminal  
t r i a l s ,  the  only comparable f igures  
a re  fo r  j u r y  t r i a l s  because there  
a re  many more d e f i n i t i o n a l  problems 
fo r  non-jury t r i a l s  (some s t a t e s  in- 
clude everything o ther  than j u r y  t r i a l s  
as non-jury t r i a l s ) .  

Figure 2: Criminal jury and non-jury trials as a percent of the total 
t r i a l s  and a percent of the criminal disposit ions,  by unit of 
count. 

Courts 
reporting Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point ~ - - - ~  

Jury trials as a percent of total trials: 
All units of count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46 0.0 88. 9 37.9 40.2 
Informations, indictments, or complaints . . . . . . . . .  18 0.0 88.9 39.1 39.0 ' 

Number of defendants 23 0.0 78.0 37.3 42.6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Non-jury trials as a percent of total trials: 
All units of count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  53 11.1 100.0 67.1 77.1 
Informations, indictments, or complaints . . . . . . . . .  22 11.1 100.0 68.1 82.2 
Number of defendants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 22.0 100.0 67.0 65.2 

Jury trials as a percent of criminal dispositions: 
~ l l  units of count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52 0.0 15.1 4.7 4.2 
Informations, indictments, or complaints . . . . . . . . .  18 0.0 15.1 5.7 4.2 
Number of defendants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 0.2 13.6 4.2 4.4 

Non-jury trials as a percent of criminal dispositions: 
All units of count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52 0.3 92.4 13.1 6.6 
Informations, indictments, or complaints . . . . . . . . .  22 0.3 46.0 13.1 6.8 
Number of defendants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 0.8 92.4 14.5 7.8 

Total trials as a percent of criminal dispositions: 
All units of count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  61 0.3 98.5 16.0 12.5 
Informations, indictments, or complaints . . . . . . . . .  25 0.3 51.9 17.0 14.6 
Number of defendants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31 0.4 98.5 16.6 11.3 
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Table 39: Criminal trial data for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting criminal trial data. Case 
categories included in data are listed. Trial definitions. Jury and non-jury trials as a percent of total 
trials. Jury, non-jury, and total trials as a percent of criminal dispositions. 

Number Percent of c r im ina l  F D e t i n i t i o n s  Cr imina l  t r i a l s  b 
Sta te  r" Percent Percent of d i s p o s i t i o n s  

State, cour t  t i t l e ,  popu la t ion  g 2 :E at O t  c r im ina  I Non- 
and u n i t  of count * m o x z ;  Non- t o t a l  NOR- t o t a l  d i s p e  Jury  j u r y  To ta l  

thousands 2 5 b '; Z h  La Jury j u r y  Jury t r i a l s  j u r y  t r i a l s  To ta l  sitions t r i a l  t r i a l  t r i a l  

in p = .- - 

Informatians. indictments, canp la in ts  

'dew Jersey: 7,339 
Superior Court (Law D i v i s i o n )  

and County Court6 ............ -- / 6 E 2,895 80.6 695 19.4 3,593 25,495 
County O i s t r i c t  ~ o u r t 7  ......... -- / / E €  NH NH 379 100.0 379 2,320 
Yunicipal c o u r t 7  ............... -- / /  E NH NH 5,385 100.0 5,385 294,746 

Massachusetts-Superior Court6.. . 5,791 / 1 -  C E  x x  X X 3.438 33,804 
Indiana: 5,313 

Superior Court and C i r c u i t  

Cr im ina l  Cour t  of 
court'....... ................ - / / / / A A 846 13.2 5,571 86.8 6,417 49.789 

............... / /  A A 366 68.7 167 31.3 533 2.423 Marion county7 - 
County court'..... ............. -- / / A A  81 2 0  3.944 98.0 4,025 27.544 

Marion County7. .............. - / A A  0 0.0 10 100.0 IO 25 

county7 ..................... -- / A A 100 0.8 11,946 99.2 12,046 32,129 

of C o m n  Pleas6 ............. - / /  / C E 1,061 47.4 1,178 5 2 6  2,239 17,964 

Crimina i c o r r e c t  i 0~7.. ....... - / / /  A NH NH 33 100.0 33 9,494 

Maryland--Circuit  Court6. ........ 4,125 / / / A E 1.970 11.515.209 88.5 17,179 33,073 
Iowa- -D is t r i c t  Court6 ............ 2,874 / / / / c D 1,022 4.1 23.780 95.9 24,802 182,199 
Oreiion: 2.326 

Juven i le  Court of 

" lunicipal Court of Marion 

Missouri : 4,787 
C i r c u i t  Court and Court 

S t .  Louis Court at 

11.4 2.7 14. I 
NH 1 6 3  16.3 
NH 1.8 1.8 

x x 10.2 

1.7 11.2 12.9 

15.1 6 9  22.0 
0.3 14.3 14.6 

0.0 40.0 40.0 

0.3 37.2 37.5 

5.9 6.6 1 2 5  

NH 0.3 0.3 
6 0  4 6 0  51.9 
0.6 13. I 13.6 

7.1 3.9 11.0 
X X 17.0 

13.6 5.9 19.5 
0.6 14.2 14.8 
x x 9.5 

NH 33.4 33.4 
2 I 4.8 6.9 

15.1 1.9 17.0 
0.8 0.5 1.3 

13.1 2 0  15.1 
2 6  2 9  5.5 
5.9 20.3 26.2 

C D  
C D  

C i r c u i t  Courtll......... ....... 
Municipal C o u r t i , I I  ............ 
D i s t r i c t  Court7 ................ 
C i t y  c o u r t 7  .................... 

Maine;-Superior Court'. .......... 
Rhode i s l a n d - - D i s t r i c t  Court 7.... 
South Dakota--Circuit  Co~r t ' ,~ , . .  
'Vermont: 

Superior Court6.. .............. 
D i s t r i c t  Cour t7  ................ 
Superior Court6.. .............. 
D i s t r i c t  Codrt 7.. .............. 

Wyomi n p - D i s t r i c t  Cour t i  ,6. ...... 
Number of defendants 

l i tah: 

A I aska: 

/ 
/ 

/ /  / 

/ /  

/ /  

/ /  / 

/ /  / 

/ / 

1.059 64.7 577 35.3 i , 6 X  14,909 
x x  x x  2,270 13,33 

3 0  70.0 146 33.0 486 2,494 
137 3.8 3,445 96.2 3,582 24.190 

x x  x x  634 6,339 
NH NH 9,4B 100.0 9,420 28.189 

281 30.7 633 69.3 914 13,278 

8 88.9 1 11.1 9 53 
1 3  59.9 87 40. I 217 16,800 

118 86.8 18 13.2 136 898 
447 47.7 491 52.3 938 17,041 

79 2 2 4  273 77.6 352 1 .36  

C E  
C E  
F F  

E 
C E  

A A  
A A  

A A  
A A  
H H  

/ 
/ 

/ 

21,522 - 
-- 

18,053 

- 

/ / 
/ /  / 

C E  
B E  

9.0 1 2  I 21.1 
x x 10.4 

C a l i f o r n i a :  
Superior Court8 ................ 
Municipal Courtg ............... 
Supreme Court and County 

Cr imina l  Cour t  of the  C i t y  

D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  

New York: 

Court8 ....................... 
of New York9 ................. 
~ o u r t i . 9  ..................... 

Texas: 
U i s t r i c t  Cour t  and Criminal 

~ i s t r i c t  Court8 .............. 
County Court a t  Law and Con- 

s t i t u t i o n a l  County ~ourt i .9..  
Municipal Cqur t i  ,'.. ........... 
J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace CourtiA9.. 

c o u r t  of common P I  ease.. ....... 
Phi iade l  ph l a  Munic ipa i Court8.. 
U I s t r i c t  J u s t i c e  Courtg.. ...... 

I I  I i n o i s - - C i r c " i t  Court7 ......... 
c o u r t  of C o m n  PI ease.. ....... 
County Court8 .................. 
*aunicipai Court8 ............... 

Pennsyivania: 

Ohio: 

4,695 42.6 6,317 57.4 11,012 52,242 
x x  x x 60,488 579,812 

/ /  

/ / 

x x 8.2 A A  

A A  

A A  

x x  x x  3,OW 37,662 

x x  x x  864 220,154 

1,449 . 68,679 x x  x x  

X X 0.4 

x x 21 __ 
12,599 

/ /  C G  

A A  
A A  
A A  

A A  
A 

NH K 
A A  

C D  
C D  
C D  

3.400 7.8 40,354 92.2 43.754 77,370 

1,137 37.9 1,866 62.1 3,003 145,516 
550 0.9 60,735 99.1 61,285 360,950 
523 1.8 28,819 98.2 29,342 159,483 

3.272 31.6 7,071 68.4 10.33 74.343 
NH NH 6,342 100.0 6.3P 32,237 
NH NH 194,815 100.0 194,815 417,993 

1, 147 44.7 1.420 55.3 2,567 38,408 

2,049 46.6 2,350 53.4 4,399 33,312 
76 L 6 2 . 0 5 5  96.4 2,131 25,608 

931 5.5 16,067 94.5 16,998 268,421 

4.4 52. 2 56.6 

0.8 1.3 2 1 
0.2 16.8 17.0 
0.3 18. I 18.4 

4.4 9.5 13.9 
NH 19.7 19.7 
Nq 46.6 46.6 

3.0 3.7 6.7 

6.8 7.8 14.5 
0.3 8.0 8.3 
0.3 6.0 6.3 

/ /  
/ 

/ /  / 
/ 

/ /  
/ 

/ 
/ / 

1 1 0  



Table 39: Criminal t r i a l  data for  t r i a l  courts, 1976 (continued) 

z D e f i n i t i o n s  Criminal t r i a l s  
State a E ? ,  B Percent Percent k m c  L- 

populat ion > I m + -  z 'E O f  of r m c o m  c . -  
State, cour t  t i t l e ,  
and u n i t  of count in 9 : : ; Z $ _ O ;  Now t o t a l  Now t o t a l  

Michigan: 9.113 
thousands 2 2 b ';> h b. Jury j u r y  Jury t r i a l s  j u r y  t r i a l s  Tota l  

c i rcu i t ~ourtg.. ............... I / / C D 1,806 71.9 706 28.1 2,512 
Recorder's Court of D e t r o i t  9... - / /  C i 900 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
~ ~ s t r i c t  ~ o u r t g .  ............... -- / / / C D 2,399 9.3 23.325 90.7 25,724 
Municipal Court i  ,g. ............ - / /  C D  69 1.2 5,766 98.8 5,835 

c i r c u i t  ~ourtb,g.. ............. - / / C E 3,564 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
County ~ o u r t b , g  ................ -- / / / C E 1,986 N/A N/A N/A N /A 

F i o r  i da: 8,353 

Vi rg in ia- -Ci rcu i t  Court'. ........ 5,052 / / / C G 2,601 6.2 39,027 93.8 41,628 

Number 
of 

cr imina I 
d I spo. 

s i  tions 

25,575 
17,829 

228,547 
39,253 

63,887l 
185,903 
42,250 

Percent of cr iminal  
d ispos i t ions 

Non- 
Jury j u r y  Tota l  
t r i a l  t r i a l  t r i a l  

7.1 2 8  9.8 
5.0 N/A N/A 
1.0 10.2 11.3 
0.2 14.7 14.9 

5.6 N/A N/A 
1.1 N/A N/A 
6.2 92.4 98.5 

Georgia: 4,9& 
Superior courtc,i,9 ............ - / /  A A  2,406 66.0 1,238 34.0 3,644 40,222 6.0 3 . 1  9.1 

Probate Court9 ................. - / A A  NH NH 42 100.0 42 3,350 NH 1.3 1.3 

wasbingtan-superior Court8 ...... 3,611 / / / C D 1,752 68.2 817 31.8 2,569 14,374 12.2 5.7 17.9 

Arizona--Superior Courti,' ....... 2,249 / / / B D 784 47.4 871 52.6 1,655 13,765 5.7 6 3  12.0 
New Mexicc--Oistr ict Court9 ...... 1,172 / / B 352 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4.573 7.1 N/A N/A 
Hawa i i--C i ... i t Court  ........ a& C E 229 75.4 83 26.6 312 1,683 13.6 4.9 18.5 

State ~ o u r t g .  .................. I / A A 669 8.7 6,985 91.3 7,654 60.701 1.1 11.5 12.6 

Alabama--Circuit Court8 .......... 3,653 / / / A A 1.808 66.6 908 33.4 2,716 25,451 7.1 3.6 10.7 

Connecticut--superior Courte..... 3.102 / / / C D 102 76.7 31 25.3 133 4,100 2.5 0.8 3.2 
Coioradw-County ........ 2.575 / C 246 N/A N/A N/A N/A 25.508 0.9 N/A N/A 

Idaho: 833 
D i s t r i c t  Court8 ................ - / /  / C E  x x  x x  378 3,206 X X 11.8 
Magistrates D i ~ I s i o n ~ , ~ .  ....... - / / C E  x x  x x  1.955 26,154 X X 7.5 

D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia 700 

Delaware: 58 2 
Superior courta,g .............. - / / / / A A 1,167 61. I 742 33.9 1.909 32,418 3.6 2.3 5.9 

Superior Courta.8. ............. - / /  / C E 163i 78.0i 46i 22.0' 20gi 4,022 NC NC NC 
Court o f  C a m n  Pieasa, 10 ...... _ _  / C 75 N/A N/A N/A N/A 5,645 1.3 N/A N/A 

Number of charges 

Puerto Riccr-Superior Court IO.... 3,214 / / / / A A 627 10.5 5,371 89.5 5,998 28,752 2.2 18.7 20.9 

No consistent definition 

North Carol ina--Superior 5,462 

Minnesota: 3.954 
courtk, ...................... - / / C E 3,899 N/A N/A N/A N/A 49,398 7.9 N/A N/A 

D i s t r i c t  Court12 ............... - / /  / A A 472 70.6 197 29.4 669 8.634 5.5 2.3 7.7 
County C o u r t l z  ................. - / A A 227 9.6 2,147 90.4 2,374 32,149 0.7 6 . 7  7.4 
County Municipal Court12 ....... - / /  A A 214 22.9 722 77.1 9% 2 5 . m  0.8 2.9 3.7 

New Hampsh i re-Super  i o r  CourtlZ.. 827 / / / H H 379 69.7 165 3 . 3  544 5.771 6.6 2.9 9.4 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply to the data on t h i s  tab le are given below. Explanaton/ intormation per ta in ing to the tootnotes can be found in P a r t  i i  o f  
this report.  where S t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a i i  cour ts  In each s t a t e  are displayed. A i l  Courts f o r  Delaware are displayed i n  the number of 
defendants grouping, because t h i s  i s  the u n i t  o f  count grouping fo r  the general j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t  i n  Delaware. 

N/A = This  case type i s  handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
NH = This c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  not  handled in t h i s  court. 
NC = The number was not computed because of incomplete o r  incomparable data. Computation of the number was bemed inappropr ia te i f  the d i v i s o r  was less 

X = T h e  data for i b i s  case type are known t o  be included i n  the t o t a l .  but were not avai lab le by category. 
/ = This case type i s  Included in  the cr lminai  t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  data. 

than IO. 

%ourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
+ a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  or repor t ing system information. 
'Judge information. 
i0at-e are not compete. 
kAddit ional information avai lable. 

%ne cr iminal  case u n i t  of count is the number of  informations o r  

7The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of informations, 

'The cr iminai  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of defendants on the 

9The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of defendants on the 

i nd I ctments. 

indictments, o r  comp I a ints. 

information o r  Indictment. 

information, indictment, o r  complaint. 
'OThe cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  the number of  charges. 
IiThe c r i m i n a l  case unit Of count I s  the number assigned a t  the 

"The cr iminal  case u n i t  of count i s  not cons is tent  statewide. 
a r r a  i ynment. 

T r  l a  i def in1 t ions:  
A  = A  t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r l e d  to v e r d i c t  or decision. 
E = A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted vhen the j u r y  se lect ion begins. 
C = A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when the j u r y  i s  sworn. 
D = A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted when the f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 
E = A non-jury t r i a l  

F = A  t r i a l  i s  counted when It has o f f i c i a l l y  begun. 
G = A  non-jury t r i a l  

i s  counted at the p o i n t  when an opening 
statement o r  the in t roduct ion o t  any evidence Kcurs.  

i s  counted a t  the p o i n t  vhen an opening 
statement o r  the in t roduct lon of  any evidence occurs. 
G u i i t y  pleas are counted as t r i a l s .  

H = A t r i a l  i s  not  counted I n  the Sam way throughout the states. 
i = A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted nhen the f i r s t  witness i s  sworn. 

K = A  t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  to v e r d i c t  or k i s i o n .  G u i l t y  pleas 
G u i l t y  pleas are counted as t r i a l s .  

are counted as t r i a l s .  
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Traffic caseflow (Tables 40-43) 

The fou r th  group of t ab le s  d i s -  
p lays  the t r a f f i c  s t a t i s t i c s  avai l -  
ab le  i n  1976, both published and un- 
published, f o r  a l l  the  t r i a l  
cour t s .  Table 40 shows the t o t a l  
t r a f f i c  caseflow ca tegor i e s ;  Tables  
41 and 42 show t o t a l  reported cour t  
caseflow f o r  t r a f f i c  case catego- 
r ies;  and Table 43 r epor t s  t r a f f i c  
d i s p o s i t i o n  types.  
t a b l e s ,  a l l  ' s ta tes '  have been ar-  
ranged by popula t ion  to f a c i l i t a t e  
comparison between states of similar 
s i z e .  The reader  should note t h a t  
only cour t s  t h a t  have reported t r a f -  
f i c  da ta  are displayed i n  Tables 
41-43. In  add i t ion ,  parking cases  
are not included i n  Tables  41 and 42 
if s t a t e s  have repor ted  parking 
sepa ra t e ly  from other  t r a f f i c  v io l a -  
t i o n s .  I f ,  however, states have in-  
cluded parking as a p a r t  of t h e i r  
t r a f f i c  t o t a l ,  those f igures  are as 
reported.  It is o f t e n  impossible t o  
t e l l  whether parking cases  have been 
included i n  the  t r a f f i c  data .  

In  each of these  

To ta l  t r a f f i c  caseflow (Table 
Table 40 d i sp lays  the t o t a l  - 40). 

t r a f f i c  caseflow f o r  1976 i n  th ree  
p a r t s  : gene ral j u r  isd i c  t i  on c our t s , 
l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s ,  and a l l  
t r ia l  cour t s .  The data  i n  Table  40 

are sparse .  There are 13 states i n  
the  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  sec t ion  
t h a t  handle  t r a f f i c  cases ,  and of 
those 13, a l l  bu t  one repor ted  da ta  
fo r  i nc lus ion  i n  Table 40. I n  com- 
par ison,  of t he  s ta tes  t h a t  handle 
t r a f f i c  cases i n  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  cour t s ,  12 did no t  r e p o r t  
t r a f f i c  da t a .  I n  add i t ion ,  t he  
reader  w i l l  note t h a t  of t h e  34 
' s ta tes '  t h a t  d id  r e p o r t  da t a ,  4 
provided only d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a ,  9 
provided only f i l i n g  d a t a ,  10 d id  
not  provide complete case d ispos i -  
t i o n  d a t a ,  and 12  d id  no t  provide 
complete case f i l i n g  da ta  f o r  a l l  
c o u r t s  i n  the  s ta te  ( footnote  "p"). 

i n  t h e  c i v i l  and cr imina l  s ec t ion  
have been used i n  t h i s  t r a f f i c  sec- 
t i on .  The r e s u l t s  of these  measures 
are displayed i n  Figures  AA, BB, and 
CC below. Although the  da ta  are 
sparse  and thus  prevent  conclusions,  
t he  r e s u l t s  of these  measures should 
be noted. 

a percent  of t he  number of cases  
f i l e d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a ma jo r i ty  of  
t h e  's tates '  r epor t ing  disposed of 
a t  l e a s t  90 percent  of  the  number 
of cases f i l e d  and a l l  disposed of  
a t  least  74.8 percent  of t he  number 
of cases f i l e d  a t  both t h e  genera l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
leve  1. 

The same measures t h a t  were used 

The number of  cases  disposed a s  

Figure M: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of filed cases for traf f ic  caseflow i n  t r ia l  courts. 

Range in percent 

7 0 . 0  80.0 90 .0  100.0% 
Under t o  to to to 
70.0% 79.9% 89 .9% 99 .9% over ----- 

Total traf f ic  caseflow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 40) .  . 0 0 1 7 2 
'State'  total fo r  limited jurisdiction courts (Table 40).  . 0 2 3 10 1 
'State' total  for a l l  tr ia l  courts (Table 40) . . . . . . .  0 2 3 14 2 

DWl/DUI (Table 41) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 1 0 3 1 
Other traff ic  violations (Table 42) . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 2 11 1 

Traffic case categories: 

Total 
' states ' 
reporting 

10 
16 
11 

5 
14 
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Figure BB: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of end pending cases a s  
a percent of f i l e d  cases for traffic caseflaw i n  trial courts. 

0.0 

29.9% 
t o  

Tota l  t r a f f i c  caseflow: 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  (Table 40). . 6 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  (Table 40). . 9 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  for  a l l  t r i a l  cour t s  (Table 40) . . . . . . .  1 3  

T r a f f i c  case ca tegor ies :  
DWI/DUI (Table  41) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  (Table 42) . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 

Range i n  percent 

30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0 200.0% 
t o  t o  t o  t o  and 

49.9% 69.9% 99.9% 199.9% over  ----- 
1 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 0 

1 2 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 0 

Tota l  
' s t a t e s  ' 
r e p o r t i n g  

7 
9 

14 

5 
9 

The propor t ion  of t he  number of  
f i l e d  cases  t h a t  remained pending a t  
the end of the  year  is q u i t e  low f o r  
t r a f f i c  caseflow. Of the seven 
' s ta tes '  a t  the general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
l e v e l  and n ine  ' s t a t e s '  a t  the 
l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  l e v e l  t h a t  
reported comparable da ta  f o r  the  
computation of end pending as a 
percent  of the number of cases  
f i l e d ,  only one s t a t e  ( r epor t ing  a t  
the general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  l e v e l )  had 
a percent  over 30. For  a l l  t r i a l  
c o u r t s ,  t he re  were 13 ' s ta tes '  with 
between 0 and 30 percent  of the 
number of cases  f i l e d  s t i l l  pending 
a t  the end of the year  and only 1 
s c a t e  w i t h  over 30 percent  (36.2). 

The percent  change i n  pending 
cases  i s  a l s o  displayed i n  Table 4 0 ,  
with the number of  ' s ta tes '  having 
s p e c i f i c  ranges of percents  shown i n  
Figure CC. There were two s ta tes  i n  
the  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  s e c t i o n ,  two 
' s t a t e s '  i n  t h e  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
s e c t i o n ,  and th ree  ' s ta tes '  i n  t h e  
a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  s ec t ion  t h a t  re- 
duced the  number of  pending t r a f f i c  
cases .  For ' s ta tes '  with increases  
i n  pending t r a f f i c  cases ,  most had 
l e s s  than a 20 percent  increase  f o r  
both l e v e l s  of t r i a l  cou r t s .  In- 
c reases  of  over 50 percent  oc- 
curred i n  only two, one, and th ree  
' s ta tes '  f o r  gene ra l ,  l imi t ed ,  and 
a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s ,  r e spec t ive ly .  

Figure OC: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of percent change in  
pending cases for t ra f f i c  caseflaw i n  trial courts. 

Range i n  percent 

-60.0 -20.0 0.0 20.0 50.0 100.0% T o t a l  
t o  t o  t o  t o  t o  and ' s t a t e s '  

-20.1% -0.1% 19.9% 49.9% 99.9% over  r e p o r t i n g  ------ 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  caseflow: 

' S t a t e '  t o t a l  for  general  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  (Table 40). . I 1 3 1 2 0 a 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  (Table 40). . 0 2 6 4 1 0 13 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  for  all t r i a l  cour t s  (Table 40: . . . . . . .  0 3 9 4 3 0 19 

T r a f f i c  case ca tegor ies :  
DWI/DUI (Table  41) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 4 0 0 1 5 
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  (Table  42) . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 1 5 2 3 0 11 
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Table 40: General iurisdiction. limited jurisdiction. and all trial courts traffic caseflow. 1976 . 
States ranked by population . Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed . Number and percent 
change in pending . 

General j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  L i m i t e d  
Change i n  A s  percent S t a t e  

S t a t e  

C a l i f o r n i a  .................. 
New York .................... 
Texas ....................... 
Pennsylvania ................ 
I l i i n a i s  .................... 
?hie........................ 

Michigan .................... 
F l o r i d a  ..................... 
!New Jersey .................. 
MasSaChusetts ............... 
Vorth Caro l ina  .............. 
Ind iana ..................... 
V i r g i n i a  .................... 
Georgia ..................... 
Missour i  .................... 
Wisconsin ................... 
Tennessee ................... 
Maryland .................... 
Minnesota ................... 
Louis iana ................... 
Alabama ..................... 
'Nashington .................. 
Yentucky .................... 
Puer to  R ico  ................. 
Connect icut  ................. 
l o # a  ........................ 
South C a r o l i n a  .............. 
Oklahoma .................... 
Colorado .................... 
M i s s i s s i p p i  ................. 
Oregon ...................... 
Kansas ...................... 
Ar izona ..................... 
A r N a n s a s  .................... 
Wes? V i r g i n i a  ............... 
Nebraska .................... 
Utah ........................ 
New Mexico .................. 
Maine ....................... 
Rhode I s l a n d  ................ 
Hawaii ...................... 
Idaho ....................... 
New Hampshire ............... 
Montana ..................... 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia ........ 
Soutll Dakota ................ 
Nor th  Dakota ................ 
Nevada ...................... 
Delaware .................... 
Vernmnt ..................... 
A l a s k a  ...................... 
Wyaning ..................... 

Popu I a t  icm of f i l e d  pending 
in Beginning End End Beginning 

thousands pendinq F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pendinq Number Percent  pending F i l e d  

21. 522 NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 13.756. 850 NH NH 

18. 053 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 
NH NH 42. B 9 ' p  5.510. 4 5 I i  12. 599 NH NH NH NH 

11. 802 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 2,758.296p 

NH NH 46. lO lp  1.339. 866p 

9 . I13 2. 563i 782. 255 6.43gi 3. 169' NC W 606' 23.6' 280. 326i 1.479. 998l  
8. 353 NH . NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH 
7. 339 NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 3.495.397 NH NH 
5. 791 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 1,480.214 
5. 462 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 678. 855 

5. 313 N/. 4 48. 337 46. 991 N/A 97.2 N/A N/A N / A  46. 150p 226.459p 
5. 052 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 820.859 
4. 984 N/A 13. 517 13. 372l N/A 98.9' N/A N/A N/A N/A 262.971iD 
4. 787 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N /A N/A 
4. 610 35. 770 395. 792 393. 429 38.133 99.4 9.6 2. 363 6.6 N/A N/A 

4. 234 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 
4. 125 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 677.673 
3. 954 NH NH NH NH NH NH 5. 014p 72. M8P NH NH 
3.  875 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 3 1 .  983' 

NH NH NH NH N/A N /A NH NH NH NH 3. 653 

3. 611 NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 746.510 NH NH 
3. 435 NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 426.446 NH NH 
3. 214 NH NH NH NH NH NH 21. 755 234. 719 NH NH 
3. 102 NII NH NH NH NH NH 17.73 227. 207 NH NH 

NH NH 

11. 193 N/A 2.305. 483 2.229. 623 N/A 96.7 N/A N/A N/A - - 
NH NH 10. 690 NH NH NH NH 

2. 874 N/A N/A 285. 710 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A - _- 
2. 844 NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 335. 762p NH NH 
2. 770 44. 833 178. 599 182. 717 40. 715 102.3 22.8 .4. 118 -9.2 N/A N/A 

NH NH 37.613P 142. 420p 2. 575 NH NH NH NH 
2. 365 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 
2. 326 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 30. 4ZOip €65. 993l  

2. 299 
2. 249 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 212. 435'P 
2. 117 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 413. 389' 
I .  832 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 
1. 552 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 10.022p 151. 6091 

NH NH N/A 479. 562p 1. 232 NH NH 

1. I72  NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 62. 231 
1. 071 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 

9 36 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NU N/A 69713 
a84 171 650 75 1 70 115.5 10.8 -101 -59.1 41. 460 549. 317 

NH NH 

37 80.4 N/A N/A 46 229 192 83 83.8 36.2 

NH NH NH NH 

833 4. 688 183. 974 183.679 4. 983 99.8 2.7 295 6 .3  _- _- 
8 27 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 
755 NH NH NH NH NH NH N/.4 N/A NH NH 

700 4. 287 97. 903 95.323 6.867 97.4 7.0 2. 580 60.2 - _- 
686 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A .. .. 
$45 N/A 3 5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NC N/A 
613 NH NH NH NH NH NH N /A N/A NH NH 

NH NH NH NH 58 2 NH NH 

477 2. 396 37. 091 37. 006 2. 481 99.8 6.7 85 5.5 NH NH 

408 NH NH NH NH NH NH 14 . 156p 59. 682 NH NH 
3991 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 

NH NH 719P 76. 658P 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  app ly  t o  the  data on t h i s  t a b l e  a r e  g iven below . Explanatory in fo rmat ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  foo tno tes  can be f w n d  in P a r t  I I  of 
t h i s  repor t .  where S t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  all c o u r t s  in each s t a t e  are d isp layed . 
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Tab le  40, page 2 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  A i l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  

As percent Change i n  A s  percent Change i n  

End 
Disposed pending 

11,331,553P N/A 
2,586,686i N/A 
4,138,713' 44.923 p 
2,063,464P N/A 

1,338,424p 55,818P 

1,419,828i 540.496i 
N /A N/A 

2,836,791 N/A 
N /A N/A 
N/A 72.698 

- -- 

203,088p 76,996p 
802,955 N/A 
251,238ip N/A 

N /A N/A 
149,370 N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N /A 

424,656 7,009p 
335,46Zi N/A 

N/A N/A 

N /A N/A 
N/A N/A 

231,112 25,362 
225,446 17.454 - __ 

1,436p N/A 
N/A N/A 

142.61 I p  37,422p 
N/A N/A 

645,415i 36,793Ip 

N/A N/A 
N/A N /A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

150,007p 11,602p 

425.682p N/A 
N/A N /A 
N/A N/A 
N /A N /A 

545.340 45.437 

-- __ 
115,484 N/A 

N /A N/A - -- 
-_ -- 

88.620' N/A 
N/A N/A 

25.3lZip 781p 
NH NH 

57,134 16,794p 
N/A N/A 

of f i l e d  pending of f i l e d  pending 
End Beg I nn i ng End End 

Disposed pending . Number Percent pendinq F l i e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent 

NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 13,756,850 11,331,553P N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,586,686' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

75.Ii NC 2,524iP 6.OiP 42,39giP 5,510,45li 4,138,773l 44,923Ip 75.Ii M: 2,524Ip 6.OiP 
74.8P N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,758,296p 2,063.464p N/A 74.8P N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A - - - -- N/A 2.305.483 2,229,623 N/A 96.7 N/A 
99.9P 4.2p 9,717P 21.Ip 46,lOlp 1,339.866p 1,338,424p 55,818P 99.9P 4.2p 9,717P 21.1P 

95.gi 23.0i 6O,17Oi 21.5l 282,88gi 2.262.253i 1,426,267i 343,665i NC Nc 60,77bi 21.5' 

81.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A 3,495.397 2.836.791 N/A 81.2 N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A N /A N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,480,214 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 10.7 N/A N/A N /A 678.855 N/A 72.698 N/A 10.7 N/A N/A 

89.7 NC 30,846P 66.8p 46,150p 274,796p 250,079p 76.996p 91.0 Nc 30.846p ffi.8p 
97.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A 820.859 802,955 N/A 97.8 N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 95.5ip N/A N/A N/A N/A 276,480iP 264,610iP N/A 95.7iP N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A N/A N /A N /A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 35,770p 395,792p 542.799 38,133p Nc 9.6p 2,363p 6.6p 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 677,673 N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Nc 9.6p 1,995p 39-68 5,014p 72,648p 424,656 7,009p Nc 9.6p 1,995p 39.8p 
86.5' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 746,5!0P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A p 426,446 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

387.983' 335.462' N/A 86.5' N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 

98.5 10.8 3,607 16.6 21,755 234,719 231,112 25,362 98.5 10.8 3,607 16.6 
99.2 7.7 -276 -1.6 17.730 227,207 225.446 17,4549 99.2 7.7 -276 -1.6 - - -- -- N/A N/A 285,170 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 385,762P 1,436P N/A NC N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 44,833p 178,599P 182,717P 40,715P 102.3P 22.8p 4 , 1 1 8 P  -9.2p 
100.1P 26.38 -19iP -0.5P 37,613P 142,420P 142,611P 37,422P 100.1p 26.3p -191p -0.5p ~ 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A rj/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
96.91 NC 6,373IP 21.OiP 30,420iP 665.993i 645,415' 36,793'p 96.9' NC 6,373ip 21.0ip 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 46p 229p 192p 83P 83.8p 36.2p 37p 80.4p 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 212,435iP N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 413,38gi N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

9E.9P 7.7P 1.58OP 15.8P 10,022p 151,609p 150.007p 11,602P ¶8.9P 7.7P 1,580P 15.8p 

NC N/A N/A N/A N/A 479,562p 425,682p N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

NC N/A 
N /A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 62,231 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 697p N /A 

9.3 99.3 8.3 3,977 9.6 41.631 549,967 546.091 45,507 

-- - -- - 4,688 183.974 183.679 4,983 99.8 2.7 295 6.3 

99.3 8.3 3,876 

N/A N/A. N/A N/A N /A N/A 115.484 N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N / A '  
-_ -- - -- 4,287 97,903 95,323 6.867 97.4 7.0 2.580 60.2 __ - -- - N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3p 88,625ip N/A Nc N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Nc NC 62p 8.6p 719p 76,658p 25.31ZiP 781P Nc NC . 62p 8.6p 
NH NH NH NH 2,396 37,091 37,006 2,481 99.8 6.7 85 3.5 
95.7 Nc 2,638P 18.6p 14,156P 59.682 57,134 16,794P 95.7 NC 2,63813 i8.6p 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A -____ 
N/A = T h i s  case t y p e  i s  handled by  the  court ,  b u t  the  data a r e  unavai lable.  
NH = Th is  case t y p e  i s  no t  handled i n  t h i s  m u r t .  
NC = The number was n o t  computed because of incomplete a incomparable data. Computation o f  the  number was deemed inappropr ia te  i f  t h e  d i v i s o r  was 185s 

- =  Not appl icable.  

'Data a r e  no t  arnplete.  
PData were not a v a i l a b l e  f a  a l l  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  state.  

than IO. 
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T r a f f i c  case ca t egor i e s  (Tables 
41 and 4 2 ) .  Table 41 e x h i b i t s  t he  
da t a  f o r  t h e  case  type DWI/DUI 
(d r iv ing  while i n tox ica t ed /d r iv ing  
under the  in f luence ) .  Eight  s ta tes  
reported da ta  f o r  t h i s  case  type.  
Data were provided by a l l  cour t s  
handl ing DWI/DUI  cases i n  only two 
of these  states.  

Table 42 d i s p l a y s  the data  f o r  
the case type other traff ic  
violations. This  t a b l e  e x h i b i t s  28 
' s tates '  (27 states and the Distr ic t  
of Columbia) t h a t  repor ted  1976 
data  f o r  t h i s  case type f o r  the t r ia l  
cour t s .  Only 12 ' s t a t e s '  reported 
e i t h e r  f i l i n g s  or  d i s p o s i t i o n s  or  
both f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  handl ing traff ic  
cases. 

The r e s u l t s  of the caseflow 
measures i n  Tables  41 and 42 a r e  
displayed i n  Figures  AA, BB, CC, and 
DD. The number of 'states'  t h a t  
each of the measures was computed 
f o r  is q u i t e  low. This makes con- 
c lus ions  based on these  measures 
inadv i sab le ;  however, t he re  are a 
few observa t ions  t h a t  can be made. 

I 

I 

I n  gene ra l ,  t he  ' s ta tes '  
r epor t ing  seemed t o  be handl ing both 
DWI/DUI and other traff ic  violat iom 
cases q u i t e  w e l l .  The d i s p o s i t i o n  
rate ( d i s p o s i t i o n s  as a percent  of 
t he  number of cases  f i l e d )  w a s  over 
90.0 percent  f o r  4 of the  5 states  
r epor t ing  DWI/DUI casef low and t o r  
12 of t h e  14 ' s t a tes '  r epor t ing  
other traff ic  violations caseflow. 

f i l e d  cases  was low f o r  a l l  ' s ta tes '  
r epor t ing  information f o r  t he  two 
traff ic  case ca tegor i e s .  For DWI/ 
DUI, only two s t a t e s  had more than 
50.0 percent  (55.3, 64.9) of t h e  
number o f  cases f i l e d  remaining 
pending a t  t he  end o f  t he  yea r ,  and 
only one s ta te  had more than 30.0 
percent  (31.9) of t he  number of  other 
traff ic  violations cases  f i l e d  
pending a t  t he  end of  t he  year .  
There was an increase  i n  t h e  pending 
caseload fo r  a l l  ' s ta tes '  r epor t ing  
the  two ca t egor i e s ,  except t h a t  one 
s t a t e  reduced the  number of  pending 
f o r  other traff ic  violations. The 
reported inc reases ,  however, were 

The r a t i o  of end pending cases  t o  

Figure DD: Number of t r a f f i c  cases f i l e d  i n  trial courts  per 100,000 
population. 

'States'  
reporting Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

'State '  tota ls  for a l l  ' s ta te s '  reporting: 
DWI/DUI (Table 41) .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 3.8 1,219.9 518.0 457.9 
Other t r a f f i c  violations (Table 42) . . . . . . . . . .  22 0.5 23,613.6 10,270.0 10,995.8 

'State'  tota ls  for a l l  ' s ta te s '  reporting f i l ed  data for 
a l l  courts handling case category: 

DWI/DUI (Table 41). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 796.8 1,219.8 1,008.3 1,008.3 
Other t r a f f i c  violations (Table 42) . . . . . . . . . .  9 8,653.1 23,613.6 16,066.8 14,260.2 
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not large and the number o f  ' s t a t e s '  
reporting was quite  low, thus 
p revent ing any conc lu  s i ons . 

The f inal  measure i n  Tables 41 
and 42 is the number of  cases f i l e d  
per 100,000 population. The minimum, 
maximum, average, and mid-point are 
given i n  Figure DD for  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  
reporting and for ' s t a t e s '  reporting 
f i l e d  data for a l l  courts handling 

the case type. Only two s t a t e s  
reported f i l i n g  data for a l l  courts 
handling DWI/DUI cases  and thus the 
average is  not meaningful. Nine 
' s t a t e s '  reported f i l i n g  data for a l l  
courts handling other traffic viola- 
tions and had an average o f  16,066.8 
cases f i l e d  per 100,000 population, 
with a mid-point of  14,260.2 and a 
range o f  8 ,653.1 to  23,613.6.  

Table 41: DWVDUI caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting DWVDUI caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a per- 
cent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State As percent Change In  
populat ion o f  f i l e d  pending F l i e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pendinq Number Percent populat ion 
State and m u r t  t i t l e  i n  Beginning End End 100.000 

Texas--County Court a t  Law and 
Consti  t u t  iona I County Cowti. .  .... 12,599 42,399P 69.222p 66,698P 44,923P 96.4p M.9P 2,524p 6.0p 549.4p 

Ohio--STATE TOTAL..................... 10,690 9,797P 59,295P 59,638P 10,492P 100.6P 17.7P 695p 7.Ip 554.7p 
County Court........................ - 1,986 10,635 10,143 2.4609 95.4 23.1 474 23.9 99.5 
Municipal Court..................... - 7,811 48.660 49.495 8.0329 101.7 16.5 221 2.8 455.2 

Ma55aChuSett5--Di5tTict Court......... 5,791 N/A 17,994P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 310.7P 
South Carol ina--Magistrate Court...... 2,044 N/A 10,419P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 366.4p 
Oklahana--Distr ict Court.............. 2,770 4,490fp 9,492P 8,733P 5,249p 92.0P 55.31 759p 16.9p 342.7p 

Kansas--District Court................ 2,299 17fP 88P 67P 38P 76.lP 43.2P ZIP 123.5p 3.8p 

2, I17 N/A 25,824 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,219.8 
Muni ti pa I Court I.. .................. -- N/A 23,236 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1.097.6 
C i t y  Court and Poi ice Court i  ........ __ N/A 2,279 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 107.7 
Just ice of the Peace Court.......... __ N/A 309 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 14.6 

Idaho-STATE TOTAL..................... 833 1.086 6,637 6,547 1,176 98.6 17.7 90 8.3 796.8 
D i s t r i c t  Court...................... -- 

Arkansas--STATE TOTAL................. 

6 f h 20 24 2 120.0 10.0 4 w  2.4 
Magistrates Div is iona ............... -- I,080fh 6,617 6,523 1,174 98.6 17.7 94 8.7 794.4 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  tab le are given bsiou. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the faotnotes can be found i n  P a r t  i i  of 
t h i s  report, where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  a i l  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = This  case type i s  handled by  the cuurt, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of  incomplete o r  incomparable data. Computation was deemed inappropriate i f  the d i v i s i o n  was less than 10. 

q o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
fBeglnning pending f i g u r e  fa- the 1976 cour t  year does not equal the end pending f igure f o r  t h e  1975 cour t  year. 
SChange i n  pending dms not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and disposit ions. 
hFigure was computed. 
'Ddta are not complete. 
PData were not a v a i l a b l e  for a l l  cour ts  i n  the state. 
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Table 42: Other traffic violations caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting other traffic violations caseflow. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State and cour t  t i t l e  

State 
pop" I a t  ion 

i n  Beginning 

As percent Change i n  
o f  t i l e d  pending F i l e d  per 

End End l00,000 
thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pendlng Disposed pending Number Percent populat lon 

California--STATE TOTAL................... 21,522 N/A 5,082,113 4,104,938p N7A NC N/A N/A N/A 23,613.6 
Just ice Court........................... __ N/A 658,253 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3,058.5 
'Vunicipai Court......................... - N/A 4,423,860 4,104,938 N/A 92.8 N/A N/A N/A 20,555.1 

New YorC-STATE TOTAL..................... 18,053 N/A N/A 2,586,686 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
D i s t r i c t  Court and C i t y  Court'. ......... - N/A N/A 927.376 N/A NiA N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Town and V i l i a q e  Court.................. 

Texas--Municipal Court'................... 
Ohio--STATE TOTAL......................... 

County Court............................ 
Municipal Court......................... 

Michigan--Recorder's Court o f  Detroit..... 
Hew Jersey-STATE TOTAL................... 

County J i s t r i c t  Court................... 
IMunIcipal Court......................... 

Massachusetts-STATE TOTAL................ 
D i s t r i c t  Court.......................... 
Goston Municipal Court.................. 

Indiana-STATE TOTAL.............,...,.... 
Superior Court and C i r c u i t  Court........ 
County Court...........,................ 
Municipal Court at Marion County........ 

-- 
12,599 
10,690 

-- 
-- 

9, I I 3  
7,339 

N/A N/A 1,659,310 N/A 
N/A 2,121,974p 2,068,481p N/A 

36,304P 1,280,571P 1,278,786p 45,326p 
4.156 144,054 143,374 4,8049 

32.148 1,136,517 1,135,412 40,5229 
2.563'p 164.304p 6,439'p 3,16giP 

N/A 1,046,557 978,116 N/A 
N/A 38,833 
N/A 1,007,724 
N/A 501,100 
N/A 487.909 
N/A 13,191 

N/A 48.337 
N/A 130,149 

46.150 96.310 

46.150p 274,796P 

32,455 N/A 
945.661 N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

250,079p 76,996p 
46,991 N/A 

116.663 N/A 
86.425 76,9969 

N/A N/A 
97.5p N/A 
99.9p 3.5p 
99.5 3.3 
99.9 3.6 
NC NC 
93.5 N/A 
83.6 N/A 
93.8 N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

91.Op NC 
97.2 N/A 
89.6 N/A 
89.7 79.9 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

9,022P 24.9P 
648 15.6 

8,374 26.0 
60bip 23.6'p 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

30,846p 66.8p 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

30,846 66.8 

N/A 
16,842.4p 
11,979. I P  

1,347.6 
IO,  63 I. 6 

NC 
14.260.2 

529.1 
13,731. I 
8,653.1 
8,425.3 

NC 

909.8 
2.449.6 
1,812.7 

5,172. I P  

Georgia--Juveni l e  Courtc,i ................ 4,984 . N/A 2,122p 1,964p N/A 92.6p N/A N/A N/A 42.6p 
'Wisconsin--Municipal Just ice Court........ 4,610 N/A N/A 79,694p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Minnesota--County Court ................... 3,954 Y /A N/A 354,003P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Louis iana--Ci ty  Court and Par lsh Court,i 

Kentucky-County Court, Quarter1 y Court, 

Iowa--Distr ict Court...................... 2,874 N/A N/A 285.710 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Carolina-STATE TOTAL............... 2,844 N/A 375,343p 1,436P N/A 

Family Court............................ - N/A N/A 1.436 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Magistrate Court........................ -- N/A 375.343 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 13,197.7 

Chiahma--Dis t r ic t  Court .................. 2,770 40,Y3tP 169,107p 173,984p 35,466P 102.9P 21.0p -4.877p -12.1p 6.104.9p 

and 'der Orleans T r a t t i c  Court ......... 3,875 N/A 387,983 335.462 N/A 86.5 N/A N/A N/A 10.012.5 

. P o l i c e  Court, and Just ice Courtb ...... 3,436 N/A 426,446 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 12.411.1 .____ 

N/A N/A 13,197.7p NC N/A 

Oreqon--Municipal Court i  .................. 2,326 . 23,144hp 121,639p 117,350p 27,433p 96.5p 22.6p 4,289p 18.5p 5,229.5P 
I(ansas-3istr ict Court.................... 2,299 29'P 141p 125P 45P 88.7P 31.9p 16p 55.2p 6.1p 
Arkansas--STATE TOTAL..................... 2,117 N/A 387,565 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 18.307.3 

Municipal Court'.. ...................... - N/A 368,188 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 17.392.0 

J u s t i c e  of the Peace Court.............. -- N/A 3.594 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 169.8 

Utah--STATE TOTAL......................... 1.232 N/A 155,783p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 12,644.7p 
Juvenile Court.......................... -- N/A 13.658 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A I, 108.6 
C i t y  Court.............................. -- N/A 142,125 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 11,536. I 

Hawaii-STATE TOTAL................,...... 884 41,059 195,081 191.326 44,814 98.1 23.0 3,755 9.1 22,068.0 
C i r c u i t  Court........................... -- 171 650 751 70 115.5 10.8 -101 -59.1 73.5 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL............,........... 833 3,602 177,337 177,132 3.807 99.9 2.1 205 5.7 21,289.0 

Magistrates D i v i s i o n a  ................... -- 3,59Efh 177,336 177,130 3.804 99.9 2.1 206 5.7 21,288.8 
New Hampshire--STATE TDTAL................ 827 N/A N/A 115,484 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

D i s t r i c t  Court.......................... - N/A N/A 109,165 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 
Municipal Court......................... -_ N/A N/A 6,319 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

C i t y  Court and Pol ice Court I............ - Y/A 15,783 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 745.5 

Nebras ka--Count y Court.. ................... 1,552 10,022p 151,609p 150,007p 11,602gp 98.9p 7.7p . 1,580p 15.8p 9,768.61) 

Rhode Island--Family Court................ 936 N / A  697P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 74.5p 

D i s t r i c t  Court.......................... -- 40,888 194,431 190,575 44,744 98.0 23.0 3,856 9.4 21,994.5 

D i s t r i c t  Court.......................... -- 4fh 1 2 3 Nc NC -1 M: 0. i 

D i s t r i c t  ot Col urnbla-Super i o r  Courta.... . 700 4,287 97,903 95,323 6,867 97.4 7.0 2,580 60.2 13,986.1 
North Dakota-STATE TOTAL ................. 645 N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 0.5p 3p 88,625 N/A 

O i s t r i c t  Court.......................... -- N /A 3 5 N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 0.5 
County Court n l t h  Increased ........................ N /A N/A 30,826 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Municipal Court......................... -- N/A N/A 42,189 N/A N/A N/A IWA N/A N/A 

Jur isd i  c t ion i .  -- 
County Just ice Court i  ................... - N /A N/A 15,605 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ................... 582 234p 1,612p 1,580p 266p 98.Op 16.5p 32p i3.7p 277.0p Delaware--Fami I y Courta 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  tab le are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the footnotes tan  be found i n  P a r t  i i  of  

N/A = This  case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of incomplete or incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed inappropr ia te i f  the d i v i s o r  was less 

%ourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  9Change i n  pending dces not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and 
b p a r t i c u ~ a r  cour t  or repor t ing system information. 
CJuage information. hFigure was computed. 
f8eginning pendlng f i g u r e  f o r  the 1976 cour t  p a r  does not equal the 

~. 

t h i s  report,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  for  a l l  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

than IO. 

disposit ions. 

iData are not complete. 
mats were not avai lab le f o r  a l l  m u r t s  i n  the state. end pending t i y u r e  t o r  the 1975 c o u r t  par .  
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T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n  types (Table 
- 4 3 ) .  
' s t a t e s '  and cour t s  t h a t  re- 
ported t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n  types. 
There are data  f o r  26 ind iv idua l  
c o u r t s  i n  17 ' s ta tes '  (15 states, 
the Distr ic t  of Columbia, and Puer to  
Rico).  To a i d  i n  comparison, the  
' s ta tes '  have been l i s t e d  i n  popula- 
t i o n  order .  This  t a b l e  d i sp l ays  to- 
tal t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  as w e l l  as 
the fol lowing e i g h t  d i s p o s i t i o n  
types: plea, violations bureau, 
bai l  or bond forfeiture, total 
conviction, t r ia l  conviction, 
acquittal, nolle prosequi, and 
dismissal. The d i s p o s i t i o n  type  
total conviction inc ludes  p l e a s  as 
well as o ther  convict ions by the 
cour t s .  The v i o l a t i o n s  bureau 
d i s p o s i t i o n s  are cases where the  
d i s p o s i t i o n  is rendered by a v io l a -  
t i ons  bureau; gene ra l ly ,  these in-  
volve j u s t  t he  payment of a f ine .  

Because so few ' s ta tes '  and 
cour t s  repor ted  d a t a  by  d i s p o s i t i o n  
type f o r  t r a f f i c  cases and the dispo- 
s i t i o n  types may have overlapping 
d e f i n i t i o n s ,  conclusions are 
impossible;  however, t he re  are some 
i n t e r e s t i n g  po in t s  t h a t  can be noted. 
The most commonly reported d i spos i -  

This  t a b l e  d i sp l ays  the  
t i o n  type was dismissal, with 19 
c o u r t s  r epor t ing  an  average of 7.5 
percent  o f  t h e i r  traffic cases  d i s -  
missed. (See Figure EE.) The next  
most commonly reported d i s p o s i t i o n  
type was plea, with  15 cour t s  re- 
po r t ing  an average of 45.6 percent  
o f  t h e i r  traff ic  cases disposed a f t e r  
a p lea  of  g u i l t y  o r  nolo contendere.  
Violations bureau and bail  or bond 
f orfeitare d i spos  i t  ions we re each 
reported by nine c o u r t s ,  with 
averages of 63.2 percent  and 48.7 
percent  of t h e i r  traffic cases  d is -  
pos i t i ons ,  r e spec t ive ly .  Both of 
these d i s p o s i t i o n  types are probably 
used i n  a fashion similar t o  p l eas ,  
making the averages similar t o  the  
average f o r  p leas .  
cases ,  t he  propor t ion  of  traffic 
cases  having an a c q u i t t a l  d i spos i -  
t i o n  was low, with an average of 2.8 
percent  of t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  
seven c o u r t s  r epor t ing .  

In sunnnary, t h i s  Figure repre-  
s e n t s  da t a  on only some of  t he  cour t s  
i n  about a t h i r d  o f  t h e  ' s t a t e s ' .  
The Figure does suggest ,  however, 
t he  conclusion t h a t  a ma jo r i ty  of 
t r a f f i c  cases  do no t  go t o  t r i a l  o r  
hear ing.  

A s  with  criminal 

\ 
\ 

Figure &E: Traffic disposition types as a percent of the number of 
traf f ic  dispositions in t r ia l  courts. 

D is pos i  ti on type  : 
Plea  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Viola t ions  bureau. . . . . . .  
B a i l  or bond f o r f e i t u r e .  . . .  
Tota l  convict ion . . . . . . .  
T r i  a1 convi c t  i on . . . . . . .  
Acqu i t t a l .  . . . . . . . . . .  
Nolle  prosequi  . . . . . . . .  
Dismissal . . . . . . . . . . .  

Percent'  of t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Courts 

r epor t ing  Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

15 
9 
9 
7 
6 
7 
3 

19 

6.3 87.9 45.6 
41.0 87.8 63.2 

1.5 86.8 48.7 
9.2 97.4 53.1 
1.2 9.6 3.6 
0.6 8.3 2.8 
0.7 12.3 5.0 
0.1 39.1 7.5 

39.0 
59.8 
64.4 
68.3 

2.6 
2.5 
2.1 
4.1 
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Juvenile caseflow (Tables 44-47) 

The f i f t h  group of t ab le s  d i s -  
plays t r i a l  court  juveni le  s t a t i s -  
t i c s ,  both published and unpublished. 
In each tab le ,  the ' s t a t e s '  have been 
arranged by population t o  a id  compar- 
ison between s t a t e s  of s imi la r  s i ze .  

The juveni le  tab les  have been 
divided i n t o  two subse ts ,  The f i r s t  
subset cons i s t s  of Table 44, which 
d isp lays  t o t a l  juveni le  caseflow. 
In the  second subset  (Tables 45-47 1, 
t o t a l  reported caseflow is broken 
down i n t o  juveni le  case ca tegor ies .  
The reader should note t h a t  juveni le  
t r a f f i c  caseload is not included i n  
Tables 44-47 but has been incorpo- 
rated i n  the general  sec t ion  "Traf f ic  
Caseflow" so as to enhance the 
c l a r i t y  and comparabili ty of the  
juveni le  caseload. S t a t e s  t ha t  re- 
ported only t o t a l  juveni le  cases may 
have included juveni le  t r a f f i c  i n  
tha t  to  ta  1, however. 

c i v i l ,  cr iminal ,  and t r a f f i c  case- 
flow, several  measures a re  presented 
to allow comparisons among ' s t a t e s ' .  
These include the t o t a l  number of 
cases disposed during the year l i s t e d  
as  a percent of the number of cases 
f i l ed  during the year ;  the t o t a l  
number of pending cases a t  the end 
of the year shown as a percentage of 
the number of cases f i l e d ;  and the 
number and percent change i n  year- 
end pending case f igures  a s  compared 

As i n  the tab les  showing t o t a l ,  

t o  beginning pending case f igures .  
In  addi t ion ,  the second subset  uses  
the measure of the  number of cases  
f i l e d  per  100,000 population. 

Th i r ty  of the  states, the  
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico indicated t h a t  they handle ju- 
ven i l e  cases  i n  t h e i r  general  j u r i s -  
d i c t ion  cour t s ,  while 27 s t a t e s  
handle juveni le  cases  i n  l imited o r  
s p e c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts .  When 
attempting comparisons of juveni le  
caseflow from these t a b l e s ,  it i s  
important t h a t  the  s i m i l a r i t y  of 
court  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  be v e r i f i e d  by 
re ference  t o  each cour t ' s  p r o f i l e  i n  
P a r t  I1 of t h i s  repor t  and tha t  the  
types of cases  included i n  the  case- 
load be checked for  s i m i l a r i t y .  

To ta l  juveni le  caseflow (Table 
44). Table 44 exh ib i t s  1976 iuve- - I 

n i l e  caseflow fo r  general  and l i m i t -  
ed o r  s p e c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s ,  
and the  t o t a l  fo r  a l l  t r i a l  courts .  
In  addi t ion  t o  caseflow f igures ,  the 
measures mentioned e a r l i e r  a re  
inc luded . 
t h a t  the  ' s t a t e s '  repor t ing  data  
were keeping f a i r l y  cu r ren t  with 
juvenile caseflow, with almost ha l f  
the  ' s t a t e s '  d isposing more cases 
than were f i l e d .  This  may be indic- 
a t i v e  of an express des i r e  by the  
cour t s  and o the r  court-related 
agencies fo r  timely d i spos i t i on  of 
juveni le  mat ters .  Courts of general  

Table 44 and Figure FF ind ica t e  

Figure FF: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as , 

a percent of f i l e d  cases for juvenile caseflow i n  trial courts. 

Range i n  percent 

70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% Total 
Under to to  to  and ' s t a t e s '  
70.0% 79.9% 89.9% 99.9% over reporting ----- 

Total juveni le  case f l  ow: 
'State '  to ta l  for general jur isdict ion courts (Table 44) . 0 2 2 7 11 22 
'State '  to ta l  for l imited jur isdict ion courts (Table 44) . 0 0 3 6 3 12 
'State '  to ta l  for a l l  t r i a l  courts (Table 44). . . . . . .  0 2 3 11 14 30 

Juwenile case categories: 
Delinqnency (Table 45) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 1 1 11 5 18 
Dependency and neglect (Table 4 6 ) .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 2 2 10 14 
Status offenses  (Table 47) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 0 6 5 11 
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Table 44: General jurisdiction. limited jurisdiction. and all trial courts juvenile caseflow. 1976 . 
States ranked by population . Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed . Number and percent 
change in pending . 

General j u r i s d i c t i m  c o u r t s  L i m i t e d  

S t a t e  As percent  Change i n  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  f i l e d  pending 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent  pending F i l e d  
S t a t e  i n  Beginning End End Beg inn ing  

.................. C a l i f o r n i a  21. 522 N/A 107. 917 103. 6€4 N/A 9 & I  N/A N/A N/A NH NH 
YBW York 18.053 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 11. 396 48. 872 

Pennsylvania 11. 802 5. 920 37. 084 38. 145 4.859 102.9 1 3 . 1  -1.061 -17.9 NH NH 

Ohio IO. 690 19. 226 189. 342 190. 321 18. 247 100.5 9.6 -979 -5.1 NH NH 

M i c h  lgan 9. I13  NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 25. 623 
F l o r i d a  8. 353 20. 767 €4. 377 61. 365 N/A 95.3 N/A N/A N/A NH NH 

.................... 
Texas ....................... 12. 599 5. 328 11. 031 11. 411 4.948 103.4 44.9 -380 -1 . 1 1. O9Oi I. i 9 6 I  

I l l i n o i s  11. 193 13. €06 25. 731 26. 529 12. 808 IO 3. I 49.8 -798 -5.9 
................ .................... -- -- ........................ 

.................... ..................... .................. !dow Jersey 7. 339 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 11. 602 84.484 
E~1aS5aChUsetts 5. 791 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 49. 467 .............. 22. 757 ' lo r th  C a r o l i n a  5. 462 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 

Indiana 5. 313 N/A 12. 981 13. X I  N/A 102.7 N/A N/A N/A 1. 397 6.  055 .................... 111.675 V i r g i n i a  5. 052 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 

Missour i  4. 787 IO. 530 16. 929 18. 443 9. 016 108.9 53.3 -1. 514 -14.4 NH NH 
Wisconsin 4. 6 10 N/A N/A 22. 561 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NH NH 

Tennessee 4. 234 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 
Maryland 4. 125 N/A 25. 185 27. 751 N/A i 10.2 N/A N/A N/A N /A 3. 047 
t.1 i nnesota 3. 954 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Lou is iana 3. 875 N/A IO. 406' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5. 075 

............... 
..................... 

Georyia ..................... 4. 984 NH NH NH Nrl NH NH NH NH N/A 28. 362j .................... ................... 
................... .................... ................... ................... ..................... Alabama 3. 653 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 

.................. Washington 3. 611 N/A 13. 433 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NH NH 
Kentucky 3. 436 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N /A 26. 043 
P u e r t o R i c o  3. 214 2. 414 6. 215 5. 839 2. 859 93.8 46.0 385 15.6 NH NH 
Connect icu t  3. 102 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 1. 692 14. 452 
Iowa 2.874 N/A 5. 672 6. 629 N/A 116.9 N/A N/A N/A 

.................... ................. ................. ........................ __ - 

South C a r o l i n a  .............. 2. 844 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 
Oklahoma .................... 2.770 3. 911 8. 272 6.803 5. 380 82.2 65.0 1. 469 37.6 NH NH 
Colorado .................... 2. 515 8. 795 22. 838 24. 015 7. 618 105.2 33.4 -1.777 -13.4 NH NH 
M i s s i s s i p p i  ................. 2. 365 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ...................... Oregon 2. 326 N/A 13. 470 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 24 2 

Kansas 2. 299 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 
Ar izona 2. 249 794l 8. 287l 7. 088l  9 B i  85.5i 11.3j 144' 18 . li NH NH 

...................... ..................... 
Arkansas .................... 2. 117 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/4 6. 588 
West V i r g i n i a  ............... 1. 832 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NH NH .................... Nebraska 1.552 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 1. 127p 5. 254 

........................ 22. 482 Utah 1. 232 Nfi NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 
New Mexico .................. 1.172 2. 848 5. 259 4.828 3.279 91.8 62.4 431 15 . 1 NH NH 
Ma i ne ....................... 1.07 1 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N /A 4. 517 
Rhoae I s l a n d  ................ 936 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N /A 6. 436 
Hawaii ...................... 884 2. 778 7. 363 6. 865 3. 276 93.2 44.5 498 17.9 NH NH 

Yew Hampshire ............... 827 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N /A N/A 
Montana ..................... 155 N/A 1.793 1. 414 N/A 78.9 N/A N/A N/A NH NH 
D l s t r i c t  o f  Columbia ........ 700 1. 967 7. 39 I 8. 241 1. IC4 111.7 14.9 -863 -45.9 -- -. 
South Dakota ................ 686 N/A 4. 210 3. 97Zi V/A NC N/A N/A N/A 

Nor th  Dakota ................ 645 N/A 1. 001 922 186 92 . 1 18.6 N/A N/A NH NH 
Nevada ...................... 613 N/A 2. 343' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NH NH 
Delaware .................... 582 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 2. 166 9.823 
'Vermont ..................... 4 77 255 1.020 1. 103 172 108.1 16.9 -83 -32.5 NH NH 
Alaska ...................... 408 N/A 1. 510 1. 133 N/A 75.0 N/A N/A N/A NH NH 
Wyming ..................... 391 N/A N/A 815 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NH NH 

....................... -- .. Idaho 833 1. 844 7.927 7. 513 2.258 94.8 28.5 414 22.5 

.. -- 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the  data M t h i s  t a b l e  a re  given below . Explanatory in fo rmat ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  footnotes a n  be found i n  P a r t  I1 o f  
t h i s  repor t .  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f a r  a l l  cour ts  In each s t a t e  are d isp layed . 
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j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  A l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  

As percent Change In A s  percent Change i n  
of f i l e d  pend I ng of f i l e d  pending 

End End Beg Inn ing  End End 
Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent 

NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 107,917 103,664 N/A 96. I N/A N/A N/A 

1.262' 1,124i 97.4l 86.7' Hi 3.1i 6,41Ei 12,327' 12,6731 6,072l 102.8i 49.3' -3461 -5.4i 
61.174 12,057 125.2 24.7 661 5.8 11,396 48,872 61,174 12,057 125.2 24.7 661 5.8 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 5,920 37,084 38.145 4,859 102.9 13.1 -1,061 -17.9 -- - - -- -- 13,606 25,731 26,529 12,808 103.1 49.8 -798 -5.9 
NH NH NH NH NH NH 19,226 189,342 190,321 18,247 100.5 9.6 -979 -5.1 

_ _  
__ 

22,935 N/A 89.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A 25,623 22,935 N/A 89.5 N/A N/A N/A 
NH NH NH NH NH NH 20,767 64,377 61,365 ( W  95.3 N/A N/A N/A 

83,276 12,810 98.6 15.2 1,208 10.4 11,602 84,484 83,276 12,810 98.6 15.2 1,208 10.4 
N/A N/A 

22.906 N/A 100.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A 22,757 22,906 N/A 100.7 N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 49.467 N/A N/A 

.- 

280P 20.0P 5.775 1.677 95.4 27.7 280 20.0 1,397p 19,036 19,106 1,677P 100.4 NC 
103,414 N/A 92.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A 111.675 103,414 N/A 92.6 N/A N/A N/A 
27.727' N/A 97.8' N/A N/A N/A N/A 28,362' 27,727i N/A 97.8' N/A ' N/A N/A 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 10,550 16,929 18,443 9,016 108.9 53.3 -1,514 -14.4 
NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 22,561 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
2,494 N/A 81.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A 28,232 30,245 N/A 107.1 N/A N/A N/A , 

14,168 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 14,168p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
4.409' N/A 86.gi N/A N/A N/A N/A 15,481' 4,4OgiP , N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 13,433 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 26,043 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 2.474 6,215 5,830 2.859 93.8 46.0 385 15.6 
14,800 1.344 102.4 9.3 -348 -20.6 1,692 14,452 14,800 1,344 102.4 9.3 -348 -20.6 

-- 

-- -- - -- N/A 5,672 6,629 N /A 116.9 N/A N/A N/A 

10.701 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 10,701 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

-- __ 
- .  ___  

NH NH NH NH NH NH 3,911 8,272 6,803 5,380 82.2 65.0 1,469 37.6 
NH NH NH NH NH NH 8.795 22,838 24,015 7.618 105.2 33.4 -1,177 -13.4 

N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 13,712 N/A 

21,007 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 21,007 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 794' 8,287' 7,088' 938' 85.5i 11.3i 144i i8.1i 

N/A N/A N/A . N/A N/A N/A N/A 6,588 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A I V A  

3,256p I,O88p NC Nc -39p -3.5p 1.127p 5,254 3,256p 1,088p Nc NC -39p -3.5p 
._ 

25.397' N/A Nc N/A N/A N/A N/A 22,482 25.3971 N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,517 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 6,436 N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 2.848 5,259 4,828 3,279 91.8 62.4 431 15.1 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 2,778 7.363 6,865 3,276 93.2 44.5 498 17.9 

-- _- 1,844 7.927 7,513 2,258 94.8 28.5 414 22.5 
.- _ _  - -- __ 

5,498 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5.498 N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 1,793 1,414 N/A 78.9 N/A N/A N/A 

- _- -- - N/A 4,210i 3,97Zi N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 

NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 1.001 922 186 92. I 18.6 N/A N/A 
N/A N/A NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 2,3431 N/A N /A N/A N/A 

NH NH NH NH NH NH 255 1,020 I ,  IO3 I72 108.1 16.9 -83 -32.5 
NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A 1,510 1,133 N/A 75.0 N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 815 N/A N/A N/A 

111.7 14.9 -863 -43.9 -- -- - 1,967 7,391 8,254 1,104 _ _  -- - 
-- _ _  

9,609 2,380 97.8 24.2 214 9.9 '2,166 9,823 9,609 2,380 97.8 24.2 214 9.9 

N/A = T h i s  case t y p e  i s  handled by  the  court ,  bu t  t h e  data a r e  unavai iable. 
NC = The number was nu t  computed because of incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the  number was deemed i n a p p r o p r i a t e  i f  t h e  d i v i s i o r  was 

less than 10. 
NH = Th is  case t y p e  i s  n o t  handled i n  t h i s  court .  
-- = N o t  appl icable.  

iData a r e  not complete. 
PData were no t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  state. 
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j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  11 ' s ta tes '  ou t  of 
t he  22 ' states ' r epor t ing  disposed 
of more juven i l e  cases  than were 
f i l e d  i n  1976, compared with c o u r t s  
of l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  only 3 
states of the 12 states repor t ing .  
In  a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  toge ther ,  14 of  
the  30 ' states ' r epor t ing  disposed 
of more cases  than were f i l e d .  

The next  measure displayed i n  
Table  44 is the number of end 
pending cases as a percent  of the  

number of f i l e d  cases .  This  r a t i o  
of pending t o  f i l e d  cases was q u i t e  
low f o r  a l l  's tates '  r epor t ing  da ta .  
Seven of t h e  15 ' s ta tes '  r e p o r t i n g  
a t  t he  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  l e v e l ,  5 
of t he  6 states r epor t ing  a t  the  
l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  l e v e l ,  and 11 
of the  19 ' s ta tes '  r epor t ing  f o r  a l l  
t r i a l  c o u r t s  had fewer than 30.0 
percent  of t h e  number of  cases  f i l e d  
remaining pending a t  t h e  end of t h e  
year .  (See Figure GG.) 

Figure QG: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of end pending cases a s  
a percent of f i l e d  cases for juvenile caseflow i n  trial courts. 

Range i n  percent  

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0 200.0% Tota l  
to  t o  t o  t o  t o  and ' s t a t e s '  

29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% 199.9% over  r e p o r t i n g  
--_(__--- 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  caseflow: 
15 0 .  0 ' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  (Table 44)  . 7 5 3 0 

'State '  t o t a l  for i imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t s  (Table 44) . 5 0 0 1 0 0 6 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  (Table 44). . . . . . .  11 5 3 0 0 0 19 

Delinquency (Table  4 5 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 2 1 0 0 0 9 
Dependency and n e g l e c t  (Table  46). . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 3 2 1 0 0 6 
S t a t u s  of fensea  (Table  47) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 1 0 1 0 0 5 

J u v e n i l e  case ca tegor ies :  

F igure  HH d i sp lays  the number of  
' s ta tes '  i n  general  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  i n  
l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and i n  a l l  
t r i a l  c o u r t s  f o r  which change-in- 
pending cases  was computed. In ad- 
d i t i o n ,  it shows the  number of 
' s ta tes '  i n  which the cour t s  had an 
inc rease  or decrease i n  pending 
caseload.  The number of states i n  
which change (number and percent )  i n  
pending cases w a s  computed was s m a l l  

because of the  lack of complete 
da t a ;  f o r  those r epor t ing ,  however, 
approximately the  same number of 
s ta tes  had an increase  i n  pending as 
had a decrease.  O f  t he  's tates '  
r epor t ing  inc reases  i n  pending, t he  
l a r g e s t  increase  w a s  37.6 percent .  
Because of t h e  s m a l l  number of s ta tes  
displayed , however , these  numbers 
cannot be construed t o  r ep resen t  a 
t rend across  the  United S t a t e s .  

Figure HE: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of percent change i n  
pending cases for juvenile caseflow i n  t r i a l  courts. 

Range i n  percent  

-50.0% -20.0% 0.0 20.0 50.0 100.0% T o t a l  
t o  t o  t o  t o  t o  and ' s t a t e s '  

-20.1% -0.1% 19.9% 49.9% 99.9% over  r e p o r t i n g  ------ 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  caseflow: 

' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  genera l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  (Table  44) . 2 6 4 2 0 0 14 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  l imi ted  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  (Table 44) . 1 1 4 1 0 0 7 
' S t a t e '  t o t a l  f o r  a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t s  (Table 44) .  . . . . . .  3 7 7 3 0 0 20 

Delinquency (Table  45) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 4 2 1 0 9 

Status of fenses  (Table  47) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 2 3 0 0 0 5 

Juveni le  case ca tegor ies :  

Dependency and n e g l e c t  (Table  46). . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 5 0 1 0 0 6 
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Juveni le  case ca tegor ies  (Tables 
45, 46, 47). Each tab le  i n  t h i s  
group compiles one of the following 
juveni le  case categories:  del in-  
quency, dependency and neglect, and 
rtatus offenses. The t a b l e s  l i s t  
only the ' s t a t e s '  and cour t s  t ha t  
reported these case types i n  t h e i r  
data.  There is a change i n  a 
juveni le  case category t i t l e :  
"children i n  need of supervision," 
which was used i n  the  1975 annual 
r epor t ,  becomes s t a t u s  offenses ,  a 
term more commonly used i n  the juve- 
n i l e  j u s t i c e  system. 

Some general  comnents can be 
made about Tables 45-47 and the mea- 
sures  used there in .  F i r s t ,  these 
tab les  ind ica t e  tha t  the more 
se l ec t ive  the case type,  the lower 
the number of ' states' repor t ing  
such data .  Second, it appears t h a t  
m0s.t ' s t a t e s '  were repor t ing  o n l y  
" f i led"  and "disposed" as caseflow 
f o r  delinquency, dependency and 
neglec t ,  and status offenses .  T h i s  
does not give a complete p i c tu re  of  
caseflow i n  the cour t s ,  but does 
show caseload added i n  the current  
year.  F ina l ly ,  report ing only a 
por t ion  of caseflow a f f e c t s  the use 
of comparative measures i n  Tables 
44-47. The rate of d i spos i t i on  a s  a 
percent of the number of cases  f i l e d  
and the number of cases f i l e d  per  

Figure 11: Number of juvenile cases 
population. 

'State '  tota ls  for a l l  ' s ta te s '  reporting: 

100,000 population a re  the  most com- 
p l e t e  columns. The o ther  columns 
cannot be completed without 
add i t iona l  caseflow data.  

Figures FF, GG, and HH ind ica te  
tha t  i n  t o t a l  juveni le  caseflow the  
' s t a t e s '  seemed t o  be handling a l l  
three juveni le  ca tegor ies  qu i t e  w e l l .  
Almost a l l  ' s t a t e s '  repor t ing  d is -  
posed o f  a t  l e a s t  90.0 percent of the 
number of cases  f i l e d  and had l e s s  
than 60.0 percent of the  number of 
cases f i l e d  remaining pending a t  the 
end of  the  year  for  each of the 
three  juveni le  ca tegor ies .  Many of 
the  ' s t a t e s '  repor t ing  da ta  had 
decreases i n  the  pending caseload, 
and the  l a rges t  increase i n  pending 
was 70 .O percent ( f o r  delinquency) 

The minimum, maximum, average, 
and mid-point for  the  number of 
cases f i l e d  per 100,000 population 
i n  each of the  categories  a re  d is -  
played i n  Figure 11. The la rges t  
volume of juveni le  cases i s  in the  
delinquency category,  with an 
average of 510.9 p e r  100,000 popu- 
l a t i o n  for  the  24 's tates '  report ing.  
Both dependency and neglect and 
irafus offenses had much lower 
averages, with 67.4 per 100,000 for  
the 19 's tates '  repor t ing  dependency 
and neglec t  da ta  f o r  a l l  courts  and 
99.3 for  the  15 ' s t a t e s '  report ing 
statu8 offeneea da ta  f o r  a l l  courts .  

f i l e d  in t r i a l  c o u r t s  per 100,000 

'States'  
reporting Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Delinquency (Table 45).  24 74.7 1,687.8 510.9 439.0 

Status offenses (Table 47).  16 0 .1  540.6 94.4 64.5 
Dependency and neglect (Table 46) . . . . . . . . . . .  20 7 . 7  172.1 64.4 58.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

'State '  tota ls  for a l l  ' s ta te s '  reporting f i led  data for 
a l l  courts handling case category: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Delinquency (Table 45).  24 74.7 1,687.8 510.9 439.0 

Dependency and neglect (Table 46) 19 12.5 1 7 2 . 1  67.4 65.3 
Status offenses (Table 47) .  15  0.1 540.6 99 .3  67.5 

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Table 45: Delinquency caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting delinquency caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population, 

State As percent Chanqe in 

State and cour t  t i t i e  

Cali fornia--Superior Court................ 
New Yor k--fami I y Court .................... 
Texas-STATE TOTAL..;..................... 

D i s t r i c t  Court and Juvenile Court....... 
County Court a t  Law, Const i tu t ional  

County Court, and Probate Courti ...... 
Michigan--Probate Court................... 
F l o r i  da--Ci r c u i t  Courtb. .................. 
New Jersey-Juveni l e  and 

Domestic Relat ions Court.............. 
Massachusetts-STATE TOTAL................ 

2 i s t r i c t  Court.......................... 
Juvenile Court.......................... 

North C a r o l i n a - - D i s t r i c t  Court............ 
Georyia--Juveni l e  Courtc, ............... 
Maryland--STATE TOTAL..................... 

C i r c u i t  Court........................... 
3 i s t r i c t  Court.....,.................... 

Minnesota--County Court................... 
Louisiana--STATE TOTAL.................... 

D i s t r i c t  Courtc,i, Family Court, and 
Juvenile Court........................ 

C i t y  Court and Par ish Courti ............ 
Puerto Rico--Superior Court............... 
Connecticut--Juvenile Court............... 
South Carolina--Family Court.............. 
Oklahoma-District Court.................. 
Colorado--Distr ict Court and 

Denver Juvenile Court................. 
Utah--Juvenile Court...................... 
Rhode Island--Family Court................ 
Yawai i - -Ci rcu l t  Court..................... 
Idaho--STATE TOTAL........................ 

D i s t r i c t  Court.......................... 
Magistrates D i v i  . 1 ona.. ................. 

New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL..............., 
D i s t r i c t  Court.......................... 
Municipal Court......................... 

O i s t r i c t  of Columbia--Superior Court"..... 
South Da knta--Circuit  Courti.. ............ 
North Dakota--Dis t r ic t  Court.............. 
Delaware--Fami I y Courta ................... 
Alasle-Superior Court.................... 

F i l e d  per pop" I a t  ion of  f i l e d  pending 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pendinq Disposed pending Number Percent populat ion 

21.522 N/A 93,864 89.995 N/A 95.9 N/A N/A N/A 436.1 
18,053 5,923 27,324 32,632 6,6169 119.4 24.2 693 11.7 (51.4 
12.599 N/A 9,411 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 74.7 

-- N/A 8,280 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 65.7 

i n  Beginning End End 100.000 

N/A 1,131 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 9.0 
9,113 N/A 21,074j 18,156J N/A N/A N/A 23i.3j 

-- 
86.2 N/A 

8,353 N/A 38,613 37,790 N/A 97.9 N/A N/A N/A 462.3 

7,339 
5,791 -- 

-- 
5,462 
4.984 
4,125 -_ 

__ 
3,954 
3,875 

10,925f 75,862 74,752 12,035 
N/A 45,331 N/A N/A 
N/A 34,733 N /A N/A 
N/A 10,598 N/A N/A 
N/A 13,241 12,954 N/A 
N/A 17,850 17,173 N/A 
N/A 24,256 26,266 N/.+ 
N/A 22.276 24,740 N/A 
N/A 1,980 1,526 N/A 

. N/A N/A ii.462P N/A 
N/A 10,070 3,951P N/A 

98.5 15.9 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

97.8 N/A 
96.2 N/A 

108.3 N/A 
111.1 N/A 
77.1 N/A 

N/A N/A 
NC N/A 

1,110 10.2 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

1,033.7 
782.8 
599.8 
183.0 
242.4 
358.1 
588.0 
540.0 
48.0 

N/A 
259.9 

_- N/A 5,501 N /A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 142.0 - N/A 4,569 3,951 N/A 86.5 N/A N/A N/A 117.9 
3,214 2,474 6,215 5.830 2,859 93.8 46.0 385 15.6 193.4 
3,102 1,314 13,709 14.021 1,002 102.3 7.3 -312 -23.7 441.9 
2,844 . N/A N/A 9,502 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
2,770 1,736' 4.698 3,482 2,952 74.1 62.8 1,216 70.0 169.6 

2,575 N/A 
1,232 N/A 

936 N/A 
884 1,677 
833 1,538 

___. 

- 2fh 
-- 1,53jfh 

82 7 N/A 
N /A -- 

5,909 N /A N/A 
14,200 17,550 N/A 
4,993 N /A N/A 
4,957 4,513 2,121 
7,490 7,023 2,005 

0 1 i 
7,490 7,022 2,004 

N/A 4.573 N/A 
N/A 4.377 N/A 

N/A N/A 
123.6 N/A 
N/A N/A 

91.0 42.8 

NC NC 
93.8 26.8 

93.8 26.8 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
444 26.5 - 
467 30.4 
-I NC 

4M( 30.5 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

229.5 
1,152.6 

533.4 
560.7 
899.2 

0.0 
899.2 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A N /A i 96 N/A . N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A __ ______. 
700 1,618 6.236 7,036 818 112.8 13.1 -800 -49.4 890.9 
686 N/A 3.465 3,337 N/A 96.3 N/A N/A N/A 505.1 
64 5 N/A 499 460 N/A 92.2 N/A N/A N/A 77.4 

408 N/A 1,22Jh N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 299.8 
582 2,166 9,823 9,609 2,380 97.8 24.2 214 9.9 1.687.8 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply  t o  the data on t h i s  tab le are given below. Explanatory information per ta in ing t o  the footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  I I  of 
t n i s  repor t ,  where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  for  a l i  m u r t s  i n  each s t a t e  are displaysd. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was ro t  computed because of incomplete or incomparable data. Canputation of  the number was deemed inappropriate i f  the d i v i s o r  was less 

than IO. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
% a r t  icu I ar c o u r t  or repor t ing system i ntormat ion. 
CJudge information. 
'Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1976 cour t  year doe5 not equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  the 1975 cour t  year. 
LiChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and disposit ions. 
hFigure was computed. 
iData are not complete. 
JExplanatIon of  data included i n  the category. 
POata were not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a i l  cour ts  i n  the state. 
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Table 46: Dependency and neglect caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting dependency and neglect caseflow. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending..Filed per 100,000 population. 

State A s  percent Change In  
populat ion of  f i l e d  pending F i l e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Dlsposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent populat lon 
State and cour t  t i t l e  i n  Beginning End End 100,000 

-. 

California--Superior court................ 21,522 N/A , 14,053 13.669 N/A 97.3 N/A N/A N/A 65.3 
New York--Family Court..................... 18.053 3,625 9.358 13,002 3,3929 138.9 36.2 -233 -6.4 51.8 
Michigan--Probate Court................... 9,113 N/A 4,549 4,779 N/A 105.1 N/A N/A N/A 49.9 
F l o r i  d a - X l r c u i t  Courtb.. ................. 8.353 N/A 14,373 12,417 N/A 86.4 N/A N/A N/A 172.1 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL................ 5.791 N/A ' 1,079 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 18.6 

D i s t r i c t  Court.......................... -- N/A 775 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 13.4 
Juvenile Court.......................... -- N/A 304 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5.2 

_ _ _ _ -  

North Carol ina--Dis t r ic t  Court ............ 5,462 N/A 4,691 5,301 N/A N/A N/A 85.9 ............... 4.166 N/A 107.1 N/A N/A N/A 78.0 
113.0 N/A 

Georgia--Juvenile CourtcPi 4,984 N/A 3,889 
Maryland--STATE TOTAL..................... 4,125 N/A 3.976 3,979 N/A 100.1 N/A N/A N/A 96.4 

C i r c u i t  Court........................... - N/A 2,909 3,011 N/A 103.5 N/A N/A N/A 70.5 
D i s t r i c t  Court.......................... - N /A 1,067 90.7 N/A N/A N/A 25.9 968 N/A 

Minnesota--County Court...... ............. 3,954 N/A N /A 1,260p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

L o u i s l a n a - X l t y  Court and Par ish Court i... 3,875 N/A 299p 304p N/A 101.7p N/A N/A N/A 7.7p 
Connecticut--Juveni le Court............... 3.102 378 743 779 342 104.8 46.0 -36 -9.5 24.0 

67.5 Oklahoma--Distr ict Court.................. 2,770 810f 1,869 1,574 1,105 
Colorado--Distr ict Court and 

84.2 59.1 295 36.4 

Denver Juvenile Court................. 2,575 N /A 1,757 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 68.2 

Utah--Juveni l e  Court...................... 1,232 N/A 1,622 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 131.7 
Rhode island--Family Court................ 936 N /A 1.348 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 144.0 
H a w a i i - c i r c u i t  Court..................... 884 157 153 160 150 104.6 98.0 -7 -4.5 i7.3 
Idaho--STATE TOTAL........................ 833 306 4 37 490 253 112.1 57.9 -53 -17.3 52.5 

D i s t r i c t  Court............,............. -- 1  fh  1 1 I Nc NC O N C  0. I 
Magistrates D i v i s  Iona.. ................. -- 305fh 436 489 252 112.2 57.8 -53 -17.4 52.3 

New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL................ 827 N /A N/A 436 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 427 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

D i s t r i c t  Court...............,.......... - 
Municipal Court......................... -- 

D i s t r i c t  of Col urnbia-Super l o r  Courta.. ... 700 225f 565 609 181 107.8 32.0 -44 -19.6 80.7 

North Dakota--Distr ict Court.............. 645 N/A 289 266 N/A 92.0 N/A N/A N/A 44.8 

.............. South Dakota--Circuit  Court i  686 N/A 86 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 12.5 

A l a s l e - - S u p e r l ~  Court.................... 408 N /A 7bh N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 18.6 

.- - 

N o t e :  Fmtnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data on t h i s  t a b l e  are given below. Explanatory lnformatlon per ta in ing t o  the footnotes can be found i n  P a r t  1 1  o f  
t h i s  report,  where S t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  for a l l  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = T h e  number was nat computed because of incomplete OT incomparable data. Computatlon of the number was deemed inappropriate i f  the d i v i s o r  was 

iess than IO. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
b p a r t i c u l a r  cour t  or repor t ing system intormation. 
CJudge intormation. 
'Beginning pendiny f igure f o r  t h e  1976 cour t  ypar does not equal the end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 cour t  year. 
gChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f l I  ings and disposit ions. 
'Figure was computed. . 
iData a r e  not complete. 
kAddit ional information avai lable. 
m a t a  were not m a l  l a b l e  f o r  a1 I courts In the state. 
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Table 47: Status offenses caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting status offenses caseflow. Disposed and end pending as 
a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State A s  percent Change i n  
populat ion o t  f l l e d  pend i nq F i l e d  per 

thousands pending F i l e d  Disposed pending Disposed pendinq Number Percent populat ion 
State and c o u r t  t i t l e  i n  Beginning End End 100.000 

New York--Famil y Court..................... 18.053 1.848 12,190 15,540 2,0499 127.5 16.8 201 10.9 
Texas--STATE TOTAL........................ 12,599 N/A 1,187 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

D i s t r i c t  Court and Juvenile Court....... -- N/A 1.022 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
County Court a t  Law. Const i tu t ional  

County Court, and Probate Courti...... -- N/A 165 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
F lor Ida-iJi r c u  it Courtb.. ................. 8,353 N/A 9 61 N /A 677.8 N/A N/A N/A 

New Jersey--Juveni le  and 

Massachusetts-STATE TOTAL................ 5,791 N/A 3,057 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
D i s t r i c t  Court.......................... - N/A 2,044 N j A  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Juvenile Court.......................... -- N/A 1,013 N/A N/A N/A %/A N/A N/A 

Domestic Relat ions Court.............. 7,339 677 8,622 8.524 775 98.9 9.0 98 14.5 

North Carol lna--3 l s t r i  c t  Court... ......... 5,462 W A  4,825 4,651 N/A 96.4 N/A N/A N/A 

_____ .- 
Georgia--Juveni l e  Courtc,i ................ 4,984 N/A 6,237 6.076 N/A 97.4 N/A N/A N/A 
L o u 1  siana--0 i s t r i c t  Courtc. j, Fami I y 

Oklahoma--District Court.................. 2,770 1,365t 1,705 1.747 1,323 102.5 77.6 -42 -3.1 
Colorado--Distr ict Court and 

Court, and Juveni le  Court............. 3,875 N/A 854p N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Denver Juveni l e  Court...... ........... 2,575 N /A 731 N/A N/A N/A iN/A N/A N/A 
Utah--Juveni l e  Court...................... 1,232 N/A 6,660 7,847 N/A 117.8 N/A N/A N/A 

. _ _ _ .  

Hawaii--Circuit  Court..................... 
New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL................ 

Q i s t r i c t  Court.......................... 
Municipal Court......................... 

D i s t r i c t  of Cot umbia--Superior Courta.. ... 
South D a b t a - 4  i r c u i t  Court1.. ............ 
North Dakota--Dis t r ic t  Court.............. 
Alasle-Superior Court.................... 

884 
827 -- 
-- 
700 
686 
645 
408 

446 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
I24 
N/A 
N/A 
N /A 

1,227 
N/A 
N/A 
N /A 
590 
659 
173 
211h 

1,212 
489 
464 
25 
609 
635 
163 
N /A 

461 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
105h 
N /A 
N/A 
N /A 

98.8 
N /A 
N/A 
N /A 
103.2 
96.4 
94.2 

N /A 

37.6 
N /A 
N/A 
N /A 

N /A 
N/A 
N /A 

17.8 

15 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-19 
N /A 
N/A 
N /A 

3.4 
N /A 
N/A 
N /A 
-15.3 
N /A 
N/A 
N /A 

67.5 
9.4 
8. I 

1.3 
0. I 

117.5 
52.8 
35.3 
17.5 
88.3 

125.1 

22.0P 
61.6 

26.4 
540.6 

138.8 
N/A 
N/A 
N /A 
84.3 
96. i 
26.8 
51.7 

Note: Footnotes t h a t  apply t o  the data an t h i s  tab le are given below. Explanatory Information per ta in ing t o  the footnotes Can be tound i n  P a r t  I i  o f  
t h i s  report, where s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  t o r  a l l  cour ts  i n  each s t a t e  are displayed. 

N/A = This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
b p a r t i c u l a r  m u r t  oc repor t ing system information. 
J udge i n f ormati on. 

‘Beglnnlng pending t i g u r e  f o r  the 1976 c o u r t  p a r  does not equal the end pending f i g u r e  t o r  the 1975 c o u r t  p a r .  
SChange i n  pending does not equal the d i f ference between f i l i n g s  and dispositions. 
hFigure vas computed. 
IData are not complete. 
b a t a  uere not m a l  l a b l e  f o r  a l  I courts i n  the state. 
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Special trial court caseflow (Tables 48-50) 

The s ix th  and f i n a l  group of ta- 
b l e s  (Tables 48-50) i n  the t r i a l  
court  sec t ion  d isp lay  spec ia l  t r i a l  
court  caseflow. These tab les  have 
been created t o  provide the reader 
with data tha t  do not appear e l se-  
where i n  t h i s  report .  To allow com- 
parison, s t a t e s  have been l i s t e d  by 
population. The reader must be 
caut ious,  however, when viewing the 
tab les  i n  t h i s  sect ion.  A l l  l imita-  
t ions  tha t  have been pointed out 
ear l i e r  wi th in  t h i s  t r i a l  court  sec- 
t ion  apply to these tab les .  Any 
comparisons or conclusions drawn 
from these data could be misleading. 

Jury t r i a l s  (Table 48). Table 
48 exh ib i t s  jury t r i a l  data f o r  civ- 
il, cr iminal ,  t r a f f i c ,  juveni le ,  and 
t o t a l  cases.  Only ' s t a t e s '  and 
courts  tha t  reported jury  t r i a l  data  
are  displayed i n  t h i s  tab le .  

There a r e  39 ' s t a t e s '  (37 
s t a t e s ,  the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico) tha t  reported the  
number of jury t r ia ls  f o r  c i v i l ,  
cr iminal ,  or t r a f f i c  cases,  and, as 
w e l l ,  the  t o t a l  number of disposi-  
t ions  f o r  c i v i l ,  cr iminal ,  or t r a f -  

f i c  ca tegor ies  fo r  some courts .  
Juveni le  jury t r i a l  and d i spos i t i on  
data are a l so  included i n  the  t a b l e  
when provided. Using these data ,  
ca lcu la t ions  were made t o  display 
the  number of  jury t r ia ls  a s  a 
percent of t o t a l  d i spos i t ions .  

The data  ind ica te  t h a t  a rela- 
t i v e l y  low number of d i spos i t i ons ,  
e spec ia l ly  i n  c i v i l ,  t r a f f i c ,  and 
juveni le  cases ,  were the r e s u l t  of 
ju ry  t r i a l s .  The mean for  the  pro- 
port ions of cases  disposed by jury 
t r i a l  i n  t he  55 cour t s  report ing 
c i v i l  j u r y  da ta  revea ls  t ha t  1.8 
percent of the  c i v i l  d i spos i t ions  
were handled by jury t r i a l ,  whereas 
the  mean for  cr iminal  ju ry  t r i a l s  i n  
51 cour t s  repor t ing  cr iminal  ju ry  
da ta  is 4.7 percent. (See Figure 
JJ.) The mean for  t r a f f i c  i s  0.2 
percent fo r  the 18 cour t s  report ing 
t r a f f i c  ju ry  da t a ,  but cannot be 
considered a s  giving an accurate 
p i c tu re  because of the  lack of 
data.  Indeed, because of  the  lack 
of s t a t e  and court  data for  c i v i l  
and cr iminal  j u ry  t r ia ls ,  the  o ther  
f igures  cannot be considered a s  
being representa t ive  of a l l  s t a t e s  
and courts .  

Figure JJ: Jury trials as a percent of dispositions for c i v i l ,  criminal, 
traffic,  juvenile, and total caseflaw. 

Courts 
repor t ing  Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

Case f low: 
C i v i l  . . . . . . . . .  55 0.0 16.7 1.8 1 .o 
C r i m i n a l  . . . . . . . .  51 0 .o 15.1 4.7 4.4 
Traffic . . . . . . . .  18 0.004 0.9 0.2 0.1 
Juveni le  . . . . . . . .  3 0.1 2.1 0.9 0.6 
Tota l  . . . . . . . . .  57 0 .o 15.1 2 .o 1.1 
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F i l i n g s  i n  t r i a l  cour t s ,  1967- 
1976 (Tables 49 and 50). The pur- 
pose of displaying these tab les  is 
to show trend data i n  the  t r i a l  
courts  f o r  c i v i l ,  criminal, jwe- 
n i l e ,  and t o t a l  case f i l i n g s  from 
1967 to  1976. T r a f f i c  was not 
displayed because of the few 
' s t a t e s '  report ing t r a f f i c  trend 
data ,  but some s t a t e s  may have 
included t h i s  category i n  t h e i r  
cr iminal  t o t a l .  Only ' s t a t e s '  and 
courts  t ha t  reported trend data a r e  
displayed. The reported data range 
from 5 years  as a minimum to 10 
years  a s  a maximum. 
chosen because few s t a t e s  can 
provide trend data fo r  a longer 
per iod.  Because report ing systems 
have been improving a t  the s t a t e  
l eve l ,  however, there  has been a 
subs t an t i a l  increase  i n  courts  and 
s t a t e s  report ing trend data i n  the 
pas t  5 years .  

The trend data displayed indi-  
c a t e  a s i zab le  increase  i n  cases 
f i l e d  between 1972 and 1976 ( the  
years  f o r  which most complete da ta  
a re  ava i lab le) .  The percent in- 
creases  were 21 percent €or t o t a l  
cases ,  32 percent f o r  c i v i l  cases ,  
9 percent f o r  c r imina l  cases,  and 33 
percent f o r  juvenile cases.  Some of 
the reasons f o r  t n l s  increase can be 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  (1) population growth 
across the United S t a t e s  ( e spec ia l ly  
i n  the ea r ly  70's); (2) population 
s h i f t s  (urban vs .  r u r a l ) ;  (3) laws 
being crea ted  or changed (e.g., drug 
laws); (4) a major refinement i n  
gathering s t a t i s t i c s ;  (5) the  
emphasis placed on gathering and 
evaluat ing s t a t i s t i c s  by s t a t e  court  

Ten years was 

adminis t ra t ive  o f f i c e s ;  and ( 6 )  
increasing publ ic  awareness of t he  
law and indiv idua l  r i g h t s .  

The case f i l i n g s  f o r  criminal 
cases appear t o  have been increasing 
more i n  t h e  period 1974-1976 than i n  
1972-1974; however, the  opposite 
appears to  be t r u e  for  c i v i l  cases  
where the  increase i n  case f i l i n g s  
has decreased from over 16 percent 
for  1972-1974 t o  12 percent for  
1974-1976. Some of the  poss ib le  
reasons fo r  t h i s  decrease can be 
iden t i f i ed  a s  (1) recent  taper ing 
off i n  population growth, ( 2 )  new 
programs being developed t o  reduce 
the  number of cases f i l e d  ( a r b i t r a -  
t i on ,  e t c . ) ,  (3) the  redef in ing  of 
working ro l e s  and a t t i t u d e s  of soci-  
e t y  (minority recrui tment) ,  and (4) 
personal economic growth. These a re  
not conclusive ind ica to r s ,  but  they 
are var iab les  t h a t  may inf luence the  
trend of t r i a l  cour t  f i l i n g s .  I n  
addi t ion ,  a l l  ' s t a t e s '  and t h e i r  
cour t s  a r e  not  represented wi th in  
t h i s  t ab le ;  therefore ,  any conclu- 
s ions could be misleading. With 
's tates '  repor t ing  more and more da- 
t a ,  fu ture  ana lys i s  can be more ex- 
tens ive ,  and fu ture  na t iona l  r e p o r t s  
can be more conclusive. 

The purpose of Table 50 is to  
show the  number and percent change 
i n  cases f i l e d  i n  the  t r i a l  cou r t s  
between the  years  1967-1976. Only 
' s t a t e s '  and cour t s  t h a t  appeared i n  
Table 49 appear i n  t h i s  tab le .  The 
' s t a t e s '  remain i n  population order ,  
and the  data a re  broken down in to  
t o t a l ,  c i v i l ,  cr iminal ,  and juvenile 
cases . 
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General conclusions 

A number of f ac to r s  r e l a t ing  t o  
these data ,  o ther  than those already 
discussed,  should be emphasized. In 
1976, there  was a s u b s t a n t i a l  in- 
crease i n  the number of states re- 
por t ing  data and i n  the number of 
cour t s  displayed. This resu l ted  
from the addi t ion of Puerto Rico and 
the l imited j u r i s d i c t i o n  courts  t o  
the repor t ,  and meant a major in- 
crease i n  the  quant i ty  of data to  be 
compiled and analyzed. 

quest ions of r e l i a b i l i t y  and va l id i -  
t y  a r i s e .  
p l ied  to  s t a t i s t i c s  and, i n  t h i s  
case,  addresses r e l i a b i l i t y  and va- 
l i d i t y  questions.  "Any e r r o r  t h a t  
can creep i n t o  ca l cu la t ion  will--and 

With t h i s  vas t  amount of data ,  

Murphy's Law can be ap- 

W i l l  always be i n  the  d i r ec t ion  t h a t  
causes the  most damage t o  the cal-  
cu la t ion ,"  and "in any co l l ec t ion  of 
data, the  f igures  tha t  a re  obviously 
co r rec t  w i l l  contain errors ."  The 
abave is not meant to  be humorous, 
but t o  emphasize the  f a c t  t h a t ,  when 
deal ing with la rge  amounts of da ta ,  
such as for  the  t r i a l  cour t s ,  even 
though var ious  con t ro l s  t o  cor rec t  
any e r r o r s  a r e  implemented, the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of e r r o r  remains. 

One f i n a l  point  i s  t h a t  there  is 
much room fo r  improvement. More da- 
ta and more complete data  a re  needed 
to  make comparisons t h a t  can lead to  
accurate  conclusions. Many cour t s ,  
court  adminis t ra tors ,  and judges 
w i l l  benef i t  through the  achievement 
of these goa 1s. 
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Part I1 
State court statistical 
profiles 

The following sec t ion  begins 
with blank prototypes of the  th ree  
d i f f e r e n t  types of tab les  t h a t  make 
up the  p r o f i l e  of the court  system 
of each ' s t a t e ' .  The f i r s t  proto- 
type is a diagram depic t ing  the or- 
ganizat ion of the  cour t s  wi th in  a 
' s t a t e ' ,  including number of judges 
and number of cour t s ,  t h e i r  j u r i s -  
d i c t ions  and routes  of appeal. The 
second and t h i r d  prototype t ab le s  
provide the  reader with an ou t l ine  
of the case categories  i n t o  which 
ac tua l  data  from appe l l a t e  and t r i a l  
courts  have been c l a s s i f i e d .  

a r e  the  ' s t a t e '  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  
which contain the ac tua l  court  case- 
load s t a t i s t i c s .  ' S t a t e '  p r o f i l e s  
a re  arranged i n  a lphabet ica l  order 
by ' s t a t e '  n a m e  with the organizat ion 
char t  f o r  the  ' s t a t e '  court  system 
presented f i r s t ,  followed by the  
s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  f o r  the cour t ( s )  
of last  r e s o r t ,  in termediate  appel- 
l a t e  cour t ( s )  ( i f  any), general  ju- 
r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t ( s ) ,  and l imited or  
spec ia l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  cour t ( s )  ( i f  
any). 

Fo 11 owing the b l  ank prototypes 

The s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  f o r  each 
court  is the  bas ic  source document 
used i n  compiling the sumnary t ab le s  
i n  P a r t  I. Along with the name of 
the  cour t ,  the  l e v e l  of the  cour t ,  
the  number of court  d iv i s ions ,  the  
number of judges, and the  time span 
covered by the data ,  each p r o f i l e  
shows the  ac tua l  caseflow data  re- 
ported by t h a t  court .  Data are 
c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  the  general  cate- 
gor ies  chosen by the  NCSP as being 
most representa t ive  of the kinds of 
data reported by the s t a t e s .  For 
example, a divorce ac t ion  or  a re- 
c iproca l  support  case reported by a 
t r ia l  court  is displayed under the  
general  heading of domestic rela- 
tions f o r  c iv i l  caseflow. NCSP 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  are shown i n  the  

prototypes and appear i n  boldface on 
the s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s .  

Footnotes" a re  used i n  these s ta -  
t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  t o  explain any 
p e c u l i a r i t i e s  regarding the da ta  as  
reported by each court  and to  qual- 
i f y  da ta ,  as  necessary,  when t rans-  
f e r r ed  from the s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e s  
to  the summary t ab le s  i n  Pa r t  I. 
Standard footnote headings, a s  in- 
dicated on the prototypes,  have been 
adopted f o r  use i n  t h i s  repor t  and 
w i l l  continue t o  be used i n  the  an- 
nual repor t  s e r i e s .  These standard 
headings give the subjec t  mat ter  of 
the footnote;  i f  fu r the r  explanation 
is needed, informational statements 
a re  provided on the p r o f i l e s  under 
the standard footnote heading. Only 
the standard footnote headings a r e  
displayed on the summary t ab le s  i n  
Pa r t  I. For example, on Tables 1 7  
and 19 ,  the  t o t a l  pending cases fo r  
the Alaska Superior Court a r e  foot- 
noted ( i ) .  The standard footnote 
heading f o r  footnote  ( i )  is  "Data 
a re  not complete". I n  the s t a t i s t i -  
c a l  p r o f i l e  for  the Alaska Superior 
Court, the explanation under foot- 
note ( i )  i nd ica t e s  t ha t  juveni le  
cases a re  not included i n  the grand 
t o t a l  pending f igu res .  

footnotes  used on the s t a t i s t i c a l  
p r o f i l e s ,  3 add i t iona l  standard 
footnotes have been used i n  Par t  I 
fo r  summary t ab le s .  These a re  foot- 
note (p) i nd ica t ing  tha t  data  were 
not ava i l ab le  f o r  a l l  cour t s ,  foot- 
note ( r )  i nd ica t ing  t h a t  the t o t a l  
includes t r a f f i c  cases  other  than 
parking, and footnote ( s )  ind ica t ing  
tha t  the t o t a l  includes t r a f f i c  
(DWI/DUI , parking, other t r a f f i c  
v io l a t ions )  data .  

indicated a t  the bottom of each s t a t e  
court  p r o f i l e .  A complete l i s t i n g  
of sources is  inc luded  i n  Appendix A. 

In  addi t ion  t o  the 14 standard 

In  Par t  I1 the source of data i s  
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State court system, 1976 

r 
COURT OF LAST RESORT 
Number of justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive 
- Kinds of appeals 
. Discretionary review 

INTERMEDIATE APPELLATE COURT (Number of courts) 
Number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original 
. Exclusive 

GENERAL JURISDICTION COURTS (Number of courts) 
Number of judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil 
-Criminal 
.Juvenile 
Appeals heard 
Jury triallno jury trial 

LIMITED AND SPECIAL JURISDICTION COURTS 
(Number of courts) 
Number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil 
. Criminal 
.Juvenile 
Jury triallno jury trial 

.f Indicates route of appeal. 
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STATE NAME. COURT NAHE 
Court of last KeSOrt or intermediate appellate Court 

Number of court divisions, Number of judges 
Time period covered 

- - End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
Civil ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Postconviction remedy ........................................ 
Administrative agency ........................................ 
Juvenile ..................................................... 
Total appeals ................................................. - 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Original jurisdiction ...................................... 
Disciplinary matter ........................................ 
Advisory opinion cases ..................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
Civil ...................................................... 
Criminal ................................................... 
Administrative agency ...................................... 
Juvenile ................................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. 

Requests to appeal: 

Postconviction remedy ...................................... 

Sentence review only ......................................... - 

Total cases ..................................................... 
P 

Other proceedings: 
Kehearing requests ........................................... 
Other matters - ................................................ - 

Total other proceedings ....................................... 
Manner of disposition 

opinion ............................. 
Order (decision without opinion) .... 
'3ismissedlwithdrawnlsettled ......... 
Transferred ......................... 
Other ............................... 

Memorandum decision ................. 

Time interval" (monthsldays) 

to under Under advisement 

to ready for mission or oral oral argument) to Notice of appeal 

Ready for hearing 

Notice of appeal advisement (sub- (submission or 

hearing ar*ument decision to decision 
Mean Median Mean Median - Mean __ Median - Mean __ Median - - - -  

Appeals ....................... 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ....................... 
Xodified ....................... 
Reversed ....................... 
Remanded ........................ Reversed and remanded .......... 

Age of pending cases (days) 
Not ready for hearing Under advisement 

Awaiting court Awaiting Awaiting (Submitted or oral 
respondent's brief reporter's transcript appellant's brief Ready for hearing argument completed) 

Average 

0-60 61-120 120 0-60 61-120 120 0-60 61-120 120 0-90 91-180 180 0-90 91-180 180 pending 
Over Over Over Over Over age of 

days days days days days days days days days days days days days days cases 

Appeals .......................... 
Original proceedings ............. 
Requests to appeal ............... 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = T h e  data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = hot applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction. 
bparticular court or reporting system information. 
CJudge information. 
eCaseS not included in the total to avoid double counting. 
fgeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 Court year. 
ZChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hFigure vas computed. 
iData are not complete. 
jExplanation of data included in the category. 
kAdditional information. 
lSpecia1 source or revision in data. 
mCategories for disposition type O K  trial data. 
"Time interval or age of pending data. 
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STATE NAPIE, COURT NAME 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  or c o u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

Number of c i r c u i t s  on d i s t r i c t s ,  Number of judges 
Time p e r i o d  covered 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i u i l d :  
La" ............................................................ 
Auto t o r t  ...................................................... 
Noo-auto tort .................................................. 
U n c l a s s i f i e d  t o r t  .............................................. 
C a n t r a c t  ....................................................... 
Small  claims ................................................... 
Proper ty  r i g h t s  ................................................ 
Equi ty  ......................................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. 
P r o b a t e  ........................................................ 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 
Adminis t ra t ive  ................................................. 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 
Appmls  ........................................................ 
Extraord inary  writs ............................................ 

T o t s 1  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Crimioald : 

Felony ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Felonylmiademeanoc ............................................. 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s  ........................................... 
Felony pre l iminary  ............................................. 
Other  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 
Appeals ........................................................ ............................................ Extraord inary  w r i t s  __ 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
Traf f ic :  

O W I l D U l  ........................................................ 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  ....................................... - 
Parking  ........................................................ 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Juveni le :  

Delinquency ............................................. :...... 
Dependency and n e g l e c t  ......................................... 
S t a t u s  o f f e n s e s  ................................................ 
Other  j u v e n i l e  ................................................. - 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

T r a f f i c  d i s  o s i t i o n s  T r i a l d  C i v i l  d i s  o s i t i o n a  Cr imina l  d i s  o s i t i o n s  
Uncontested1de;aul.t ......... Gui l ty   lea .... .:. ............ Gui l ty  p l e a  ..... P.. ............ 

c i v i l  ....... Dismissedlwithdrawnlsettled . Trial convic t ion  .............. T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n  ............... 
C r i m i M l  .... Transfer red  .................  ail f o r f e i t u r e  ............... Bail f o r f e i t u r e  ................ 
T r a f f i c  ..... A r b i t r a t i o n  ................. T o t a l  convic t ion  .............. T o t a l  convic t ion  ............... 
J u v e n i l e  .... A c q u i t t a l  ..................... A c q u i t t a l  ...................... 

Total ........ Dismissedlnol le  prosequi  ...... r ) i smissed/nol le  prosequi  ....... 
Parking  fines .................. 

T i m e  i n t e r v a l  (days) Age of pending c a s e s  (days)  
Mean Median 0-90 91-180 181-360 361-720 Over 720 Average age -- Age a t  d i s p o s i t i o n :  

days days days days of pending c a s e s  c i v i l  ........................ 
Crimina l  ..................... c i v i l  ...................... 

Crimina l  ................... T r a f f i c  ...................... 
J u v e n i l e  ..................... T r a f f i c  .................... 

J u v e n i l e  ................... 
BoldEaee headings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  XCSP. 
N/A - This  case type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X - The d a t a  €or t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not available by category. 
-- =, Not a p p l i c a b l e .  
aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
" P a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion .  
CJudge information. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count :  

C i v i l  d e f i n i t i o n .  
Cr imina l  c a s e  u n i t  of count.  
Jury  t r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n .  
Nan-jury t r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  Lor t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
gChange i n  pending does n o t  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
hFigure  was computed. 
!Data a r e  n o t  complete. 
JExplana t ian  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  category. 
kAddi t iona l  inEormation. 
k p c c i a l  source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  da ta .  
m!Xspos i t ion  type  or  trial data .  
"Time interval or  age of pending cases data .  
Source: 
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Alabama court system, 1976 

$10,000, equity 

I 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals in law cases under $10,000 
from administrative agencies 
(except Public Service Commission). 
Workmen’s compensation and domestic 
relations appeals. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appeals of title to or possession of land, 

civil law over $10,000, and equity cases. 
. Certiorari review of Court of Civil 
Appeals and Court of Criminal Appeals. 

I J I 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases. 

I I A Criminal 
Law under-$10,000. 

CIRCUIT COURT (38) 
102 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $50, equity, actions 

- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

of libel, slander, and ejectment. 

t- COUNTY COURT (80) 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Civil actions (maximum from $100 

to $10,000). Some handle equity. 
- Misdemeanors and traffic. 
. Some handle juvenile. 
Jury trials in a few counties. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Custody, i.e. guardianship of children 
under 16. 
Delinquency, dependency, neglect 
supervision tor Children under 16. 
Discretion to hear cases for children 16 
to 18 years. 

220 recorders and 2 120 mayors 

misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 

Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations, 

I Indicates route of appeal. 

68 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Wills, guardianship. executorship. 
Equity in administration of estates 
(counties greater than 4,000 
population). 

- Juvenile jurisdiction if no juvenile 

OF JEFFERSON COUNTY 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Custody and guardianship for children 

under 16. 

I - Delinquency, dependency, neglect, 
supervision for children under 16. 
Discretion to hear cases for children 
16 to 18 years. 

MORGAN COUNTY 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions under $300. 
- Misdemeanors. Felony preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 
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ALABAMA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
October 7, 1975 to September 30, 1976 

P - - - - - - 
End 

pending Filed Disposed Eegi nni rig 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases:  
Original proceedings: 

Requests to appeal: 
Tetitions €or writ of mandamus/prohibitionk ................ 
Petitions for writ of certiorari ........................... 
Petitions f o r  writs of certiorari for preliminary 
examination ............................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. 

0 
0 
- 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
- 

243 
2 4 3  
- 

28 

38 

201 
229  
267 
- 

0 
0 
- 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other pruceedings: 
Other matters: 
Requests lor advisory opinion ................................ 
Miscellaneous matters ........................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

___ 

5101 

9 
39 
48 

48 

- 

510 

9 
39 
48 - 
48 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

- 

Manner of dispositionm 
Written opinion ................................ 285 
Transferred o r  dismissed by agreement .......... 4 

Botdiace headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

ILxplanatior. of data  ixluded in the category: 
Filed cases as aisplayod are '"cases submitted,'' indicating the number of case8 ready for adjudication. There were 378  appeals and 

extraordinary writs docketed and 217 petitions for certiorari docketed. These 595 "cases docketed" indicate the total number of cases 
entering the system, but only 510 cases were submitted to the cburt. 

kAdditional information: 
Pctitions for writ of mandamuslprahibition include 2 4  petitions for mandamus disposed with no writtem opinion. 

"Categories for disposition type or trial data: 
Planner af diSp0Si:ion categories are far appeals, petitions far writs of certiorari, and petitions for writ of mandamus/prohibition with 

written opinion. 

Source: Statistics are  from unpublished data provided by the clerk of the Supreme Court except that totals have been computed where 
:ircassary. 

ALABAMA COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 judges 
October 7, 1975 to September 30. 1976 

___I__ - - End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civila: ...................................................... 0 0 186j 186 cases - - __ 
Total appeals ................................................. 0 1863 186 

__. 

Cthcr cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Requests to appeal ........................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. - 

Total CLSCS ..................................................... 0 i86j 186 0 

Manner of disposition 
Cases decided ......... 186 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the RCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information i s  known. 

Wourt jurisdiction: 

jEx2lanation of data included in the category: 

The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 

Court has jurisdiction in civil appeal cases only. 

Filed cases include only those completed cases submitted to a judge either on ora l  argument o r  submitted on brief. 

Source: Statistics are from unpublished data provided by the clerk of the Court of Civil Appeals except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 
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ALABAElA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPKALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

5 judges 
October 7, 1975 t o  September 30. 1976 - - 

- = -  
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases:  
Appeals: 

Criminala .................................................... 5 2 3 f j  
T o t a l  appea ls3  ................................................ 523f 

1,084 - 
1,084 

9331 
9331 

_. 671" 
671' 

Other  c a s e s :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings  ......................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. Reques ts  t o  a p p e a l  ........................................... 2 _Lil A 

T o t a l  cases  ..................................................... 523f 1,084 933i 671' 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Opinion .......... 396 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  = Not enough informat ion  i s  known. The c a s e  ca tegory  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

f8eginning  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year. 
gChange in pending does not e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
bats are not complete: 

]Explanation of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Court has  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  c r i m i n a l  appea l  c a s e s  only .  

T o t a l  cases disposed do not i n c l u d e  p e t i t i o n s  disposed of i n  t h e  clerk's o f f i c e  a t  the  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  couct .  

Beginning pending is t h e  number of c a s e s  brought forward from t h e  1974-75 term. It inc ludes  c a s e s  pending on c e r t i o r a r i  i n  the  Supreme 
Court  of Alabama and t h e  Supreme Court of t h e  United S t a t e s  and those  i n  which appea ls  have not been p e r i e c t e d  ( a l l  necessary  documents 
f i l e d ) .  

End pending i s  t h e  number of cases c a r r i e d  forward t o  t h e  1976-77 term. There were no submitted cases c a r r i e d  over t o  t h e  1976-77 term. 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  inc lude  r e q u e s t s  t o  appea l  as w e l l  as appeals.  
Bequests t o  appea l  a r e  r e p o r t e d  as appeals.  

Source: S t a t i s t i c s  are from unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  clerk of t h e  Court of Criminal Appeals except thaZ t o t a l s  have been computed where 
necessary.  

ALABAMA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

38 circuits, 102 judges  
January  1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
law: 

Auto t o r t :  
O r i g i n a l  c i v i l  ............................................... X 25,123 X X 

Hotor v e h i c l e  ................................................ X 6,966 X X 
Equi ty  ......................................................... x 5,106 X X 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. X 39,096 X X 
Appeals ........................................................ x 1,725 X X 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 46,052fh 78,016 75,052 49,016 

- - - 

Criminal*: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Ind ic tments  .................................................. X 18,454 x X 
Misce l laneous  ................................................ X 1,139 X X 

T o t a l  ......................................................... X 19,593 X X 
Appeals ........................................................ X 5,873 X X 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 10,553fh 25,466 25,451 10,568 

- - - 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 56,605fh 103,4m 100,503 59.584 

T r i a l d  
3 Non-jury Tota l  Civil d i s p o s i t i o n s  Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

C i v i l  ....... X x 28,764 D i s m i s s e d l s e t t l e d  ......... 45,394 D i s m i s s a l / n o l l e  prosequi  ... 7,513 
Cr imina l  .... 1,808 908 2,716 Gui l ty  p l e a  ................ 15,136 

T o t a l  ........ X X 31,480 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on the '  ind ic tment .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  completion. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 court year  does not e q u a l  t h e  end pending figure f a r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year.  
hFigure  was  computed: 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed-from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  

Source: S t a t i s t i c s  are from unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed 
where necessarv.  



ALABAHA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

80 COUrtS 
January I, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court. 

ALABAMA JUVENILE COURT 
burt of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Juvenile Court. 

ALABAMA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

68 courts, 68 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available fo r  cases handled in the Probate Court. 

FAUILY COURT OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALAWIA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 1 judge 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Family Court. 

AWLBAWL MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

329 courts; .s 220 recorders, S I20 mayors 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for Case?. handled i n  the M u n i c i m l  Court. 

WUNTY JUSTICE COURT, MORGAN COUNTY, ALABA?U 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 1 judge 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

?here were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court. 
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Alaska court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Appeals as a matter of right from final 
judgments. 

- Discretionary review of any order or 
decision not appealable. 

- Criminal cases appealed by state only 
for testing sufficiency of indictment or 
leniency of sentence. 

. Sentence review. 

SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
19 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in all civil. Exclusive 

I 
jurisdiction in domestic relations, 
probate, guardianship, and civil 
commitments. 

. Original jurisdiction in all criminal. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile. 
Appeals on record unless trial de novo is 
granted. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (4) I 
27.8 full-timeequivalent judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $lO,oOO, auto tort 

- Misdemeanors. ordinance violations, 

Six-man jury trials. 

under $15.ooO, small claims. 

felony preliminaries. 

MAGISTRATES COURT (56) 
56 part-time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $1 .oOO. - Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

No jury trial. 
felony preliminaries. 

I 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
151 



ALASKA SUPREHE COURT 
Court  of l as t  r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

- - - P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases:  
Appeals : 

C i v i l  and cross appea ls  ...................................... 147l  
Criminal ..................................................... 711 
J u v e n i l e  ..................................................... 6 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 224 
__ 

Other cascs: 
O r i g i n a l  p r o c e e d i y s  ......................................... I 
Requests t o  appeal:  

Sentence review: 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  review ....................................... 16 

Sentence apjee.1 ............................................ 17 - 
T o t a l  a t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 34 

214 
113 

7 
334 
- 

141 
58 

9 
208 

~ 

220 
126 

4 
350 
- 

16 12  5 

86 82 20 

32 33 16  
134 127 41 

__ - 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 258 468 335 391 

?lanner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
l i r i t t e n  opin ion  .... 133 
:landate opin ion  .... i 3  
Order of Court ..... 2 
Uisn issed  .......... 135 
Keviev denied ...... 52 

Time i n t e r v a l "  (median monthsfdays) 
Br ingmg an  appeal t" issue .......... 10 months 24 days 
Disposing an appea l  by opin ion  ....... 4 months 11 days 

Dispos i t ion  of a p p e a l 9  
Affirmed ............... 47 
Reversed and remanded .. 40" 
Affirmed i n  part/ 

reversed  i n  p a r t  ...... 14 
Reversed ............... 6 
Remanded ............... 2 

boldface  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

LSpecial  source o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  da ta :  

'"Categories f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type O K  t r i a l  d a t a :  
Pigurc YBS r e v i s e d  by t h e  clerk of t h e  Supreme Court .  

U i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  c a t e g o r i e s  are  f a r  c i v i l  a p p e a l s ,  c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s ,  and p e t i t i o n s  f o r  review. 
Reversed and remanded c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e  does not r e f l e c t  a c t u a l  reversals of c r i m i n a l  convic t ions .  Five of the  reversed  c a s e s  a r e  

p e t i t i o n s  fo r  review of appea ls  brought by  t h e  S t a t e  of Alaska i n  c r i m i n a l  mat te rs .  
'Time i n t e r v a l  or  age of pending d a t a :  

Time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  a r e  f o r  r e g u l a r  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  appea ls .  The time per iod  f o r  br inging  an appea l  t o  i s s u e  begins  wi th  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  
f i l i n g  of  an a p p e a l  i n  t h e  clerk's o f f i c e  and ends a t  t h e  time t h e  appea l  i s  heard o r  ass igned  on b r i e f s .  The time per iod  f a r  d i spos ing  an 
appea l  by opin ion  i s  computed by s t a r t i n g  from the  da te  t h e  case i s  heard or ass igned  on t h e  b r i e f s  and ending wi th  t h e  d a t e  of p u b l i c a t i o n  
of t h e  opinion. 

Source :  Adminis t ra t ive  3 i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Alaska Court System, 1976 Annual Report  (Anchorage, Alaska: 1977) ;  and niemo from c l e r k  t o  
I u s t i c e s  of Supreme Court e n t i t l e d  '"Supreme Court A c t i v i t y  1976." S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  and c l e r k ' s  memo except  t h a t  
t o t a l s  hove been computed where necessary ,  and r e v i s i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  court. 

ALASKA SUPERIOR COURT 

4 d i s t r i c t s ,  19 judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

P 

End 
Pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Csvi ld :  
U n c l a s s i f i e d  t o r t :  

Cont rac t :  

Proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

C i v i l  damage ................................................. 
D e b t s ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  and notes  .................................. 
Housing, r e a l  e s t a t e  ......................................... 
Divorce ...................................................... 
Reciproca l  suppor t  ........................................... 
Other ........................................................ 
Adoption ..................................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
E s t a t e s  ...................................................... 
Guardianship ................................................. 
Probate  waiver ............................................... 
P r o t e c t i v e  ................................................... 
Other ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Frobate:  

H e n t a l  h e a l t h :  

Adminis t ra t ive :  

Other c i v i l :  

Sani ty  ....................................................... 
Adminis t ra t ive  review ........................................ 
Other ........................................................ 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

X 

X 

Y 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
Y 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

7,382h 

- 

870 

1,190 

450 

4,190 
1,058 

288 
622 

6,158 

547 
18 
90 

125 
19 

799 

203 

96 

983 

10,749 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 

X X 

X x 
X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

8,604 9,527 

- - 

(Continued on  next page) 
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Alaska Super ior  Court (cont inued)  

Criminald: 
Felony ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
0 t h e r  c r imina l :  

Probat ion  revoca t ion  ......................................... 
Other ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
From D i s t r i c t  Court  .......................................... 
To Supreme Court ............................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................... 

Appeals: 

531 782 
X 33  

X 57 
X 34 
X 91 

X 50 
X 
X 

35 
85 - - 

J u v e d l e :  
Delinquency .................................................... N / A  
Dependency and neglec t :  

Dependency ................................................... N / A  
Status offenses :  

Child i n  need of s u p e r v i s i o n  ................................. N/A __ 

564f 991 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. NfA 1,510 

898 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X - 

1,077 

X 

x 
X 

1,133 

- 

415 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X - 
4808 

N / A  

N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 7,946fi  13,250 10,814 10,007i 

U d  
Non-jury Total C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  Cr imina l  ( fe lony)  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Civ i lm .............. 4 8  243 291 Defaul t  .......... 437 G u i l t y  p lea  .............. 429 
Cr imina l  ( fe lony)  ... 118 18 136 Withdrawn ........ 714 T r i a l  convic t ion  ......... 100 
T o t a l  ............... 166 261 427 Judgment ......... 315 T o t a l  convic t ion  ......... 561 

Dismissed ........ 511 Acqui t ted  ................ 31 
Dismissed ................ 244 
M i s t r i a l  wi th  d i s m i s s a l  .. 3 

Time i n t e r v a l  (days)  
Age a t  d ispos i t ion" :  Average Median 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ... 202 80 
Probate  .............. 361 71 
Other c i v i l  .......... 474 275 
Felony ............... 155 102  
A l l  o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  ... 163 72 

Age of pending casesn 12/31/76 (days)  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  . 257 207 

Other c i v i l  ........ 358 285 

A l l  o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  . 365 329 

A v e r a g e -  

............ Probate  834 568 

Felony ............. 313 195 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This c a s e  type i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dcase  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count is t h e  number of ind ic tments .  Some occur a f t e r  pre l iminary  hear ings  i n  D i s t r i c t  Court .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  judgment. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
gChange i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

hFigure  was computed: 
F igures  a r e  as repor ted  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  
The j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g  f i g u r e  f o r  each ca tegory  was der ived  from t h e  percent  of formal p e t i t i o n s  for each ca tegory  m u l t i p l i e d  by t h e  t o t a l  

number of formal p e t i t i o n s .  
iData are not complete: 

q a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  
Grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do not  i n c l u d e  j u v e n i l e  cases. 

C i v i l  j u r y  t r i a l  and c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  a r e  fo r  c i v i l  damages; d e b t s ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  and notes ;  housing, r e a l  e s t a t e ;  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
review; and o t h e r  c i v i l  cases. C i v i l  non-jury t r i a l s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  domestic r e l a t i o n s  ( d i v o r c e ,  r e c i p r o c a l  suppor t .  o t h e r )  cases .  

"Time i n t e r v a l  or  age  of pending da ta :  
Age a t  d i s p o s i t i o n  and age  of pending d a t a  r e p r e s e n t  those  c a t e g o r i e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  annual  r e p o r t .  

These c a t e g o r i e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  fo l lowing  case  types :  
A l l  o t h e r  c r imina l -7nisdemeano~s ,  probat ion  revoca t ion ,  o t h e r  appea ls  from D i s t r i c t  Cour t ,  and appea ls  t o  Supreme Court. 
Domestic re la t ions- -d ivorce ,  r e c i p r o c a l  suppor t ,  and o ther .  
Probate- -es ta tes ,  guard ianship ,  p roba te  waiver ,  p r o t e c t i v e ,  o t h e r ,  adopt ion ,  and s a n i t y .  
Other c i v i l - - c i v i l  damage; d e b t s ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  and notes ;  housing, r e a l  e s t a t e ;  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  review; and o t h e r .  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Alaska Court System, 1976 Annual Report  (Anchorage, Alaska: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  
annual  r e v o r t  exceDt t h a t  t o t a l s  have been cornouted where necessarv. 
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ALASKA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 27.8 full-time equivalent judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

civild: 
Unclassified tort: 

Contract: 
Civil damage ................................................. X 461 

Debt, contract, and notes .................................... X 2,406 
small claims ................................................... 2,490h 4,985 
Other civil: 
Other ........................................................ X 800 ___ 

X 

X 
3,747 

X - 

X 

X 
3,726 

X - 
Total civil ..................................................... 5,076h 8,652 6,784 6,944 

Crimioald: 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 4,605 
Felony preliminary ............................................. 476 
Other Criminal ................................................. 271 - 

18,452 
1,449 
1,434 

17,041 
1,359 
1,266 

6,046g 
5738 
4118 

Total criminal .................................................. 5,352 21,335 19,666 7,03Ot( 

Traffic: - - - - 
Total traffic ................................................... 14,156 59,002 56,419 16,7948 

Grand total .................................... .. ................ 24,584 88,989 82,869 30,7688 

Triald * Non-jury 
Civil: 

Small claims ..... NH 585 585 
All other civll .. 15 202 217 
Total ............. 15 787 802 
criolina1: 
Misdemeanor ...... 447 491 938 

Traffic ............ 6H 1,494 1,494 __ 
TOtBL ............... 462 2,772 3,234 

Traffic dispositions 
Trial conviction ...... 1,095 
Total conviction ...... 38,524 

Civil dispositionsm Criminal dispositions 
Default .......... 1,101 Felony 
Withdrawn ........ 1,136 Misdemeanor preliminary 
Judgment ......... 244 Guiltylno contest plea ........ 11,463 _- 
Dismissal ........ 249 Trial conviction .............. 612 

Total conviction - .............. 12,075 
Acquittal - ..................... 285 
Dismissal ..................... 3,567 653 
Reduced to misdemeanor -- 154 

543 Moved to Suoerior Court ....... 

__ 

........ __ 

Time interval (days) 
Age at disposition: Average Median 
Small claims ......... 196 83  
All other civil ...... 282 151 
Uisdemeanor" ......... 48 17 
Felony preliminary ... 47 18 
Other criminal ....... 69 22 
Traffic .............. 189 172 

Age of pending cases 12/31/76 (days) 
Average Median 

Small claims ....... 289 272 
All other civil .... 261 2 63 
Misdemeanor ........ 232 119 
Other criminal ..... 291 293 
Felony preliminary . 182 I66  

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the XSP. 
kd - This classification is not handled in this court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 

b s e  definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to judgment. 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

Civil dispositions do not include disposition of small claims cases. 

Misdemeanor age at disposition is measured from first appearance to dismissal, acquittal, or sentencing. 

&Change in pending does n o t  equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

hFigure was computed: 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

"Time interval or age of pending data: 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1976 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1977). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ALASKA MAGISTRATES COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

56 courts, 56 part-time magistrates 
January 1. 1976 to  December 31. 1976 

- - - - - - - 
End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civil$ 

Total civil ..................................................... 
&iIdMld: 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Felony preliminary ............................................. 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 

- 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

NJA 

- 

__ 
NIA 

- 
302 

1,461 
99 

1,560 

- 

- 
680 

- 
I93 

1,372 
67 

1 ,439  

- 

- 
715 

Grand total ...................................................... NJA 2,542 2,347 N/A 

boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case i s  counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

. Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1976 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Arizona court system, 1976 

Death p 
Life imp 

SUPREME COURT I 5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Final appellate jurisdiction in all actions in the 
state's court system except those arising in _I iustice and police courts. 

Ity. 
mment 

--Exclusive jurisdiction in cases between counties. 

COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All actions and proceedings originating in or 

permitted by law to be appealed from the Superior 
court. 

I 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
70 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original jurisdiction in civil actions over $500 

Exclusive probate and domestic relations 
jurisdiction. - Original jurisdiction in felony, misdemeanor. - Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

I 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (84) 
84 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $1,000. - Misdemeanors and criminal offenseswithfine less 
than $300 or sentence under 6 months. 
Preliminary hearings 

Jury trials 

CITY MAGISTRATES (70) 
90 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors and criminal offenses with fine less 

Jury trials. 
than $300 or sentence under 6 months. 

t Indicates route of appeal 
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ARIZONA S U P W  COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

- - 
End 

pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: ........................................................ 26 24 civil 15 35 

Criminal 201 169 ..................................................... I 155 215 .............................................. 0 Delayed appeals 
Total appeals1 ................................................ 216 

- 
Other cases:  
Original proceedings: 
Habeas corpus .............................................. 0 
Special actionsJ ........................................... 21 
Bar matters ................................................ 3 
Petitions for reviewj ...................................... 65f 

Total ....................................................... 89 

Total other cases ............................................. 89 
Requestti to appeal ........................................... - 

7 
211 
- 

21 
170 
29 

592 
812 

812 
__ 

4 
185 
- 

19 
171 

26 
603 
819 

819 
- 

3 
242 
- 

2 
20 

6 
54 
82 
- 

82 

Total cases ..................................................... 305 1,023 1,004 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 
Miscellaneous ................................................ 0 40 39 

0 39 Total other proceedings ......................................... 40 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals 
Written opinion ..................... 185 Affirmed ....................... 163 
Memorandum .......................... 84 Reversed ....................... 43  

opinion ............................ 774 Remanded ....................... 28 
Terminated without written Reversed and remanded .......... 33 

Dismissed"' ..................... 776 

324 

I 

I 

__ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 

fkginning pending figure fo r  the 1976 conrt year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Appeals (civil, criminal, and delayed) include cases transferred in from the Arizona Court of Appeals. 
Special actions include mandamus, prohibition, and quo warranto cases. 
Petitions for review are requests for review of Court of Appeals cases (or portians thereof) that are heard as a matter of right. They are 
not necessarily processed as a regular appeal .  -4 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Dismissed includes special actions declined and petitions for review. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Arizona Courts Summary Report (Phoenix. Arizona: 1977). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been,ms.de during verification by the office of the 
administrative director. 
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ARIZONA COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

2 divisions, 12 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Beginning Filed1 Disposed] pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ........................................................ 473 
Criminal ..................................................... 633 

Industrial Commission ........................................ 102 
Juvenile ..................................................... 5 
Total appealsl ................................................ 1,220 

Delayed appeals .............................................. 7 

599 
1.000 

0 
243 
9 

1,851 
__ 

482 
978 

7 
217 
13 

1,697 

590 
655 
0 

128 
- 
1,374 

0 t tier cases : 
Original proceedings: 
Habeas c0rpus.l .............................................. 2 2 2 2 
Special actions1 ........................................... 32 160 173 19 
Petitions f o r  review ....................................... 0 4 4 0 
Total ....................................................... 34 166 179 21 

............................................. 166 179 21 Total other cases 34 
........................................... - __ __ Requests to appeal - 

Total cases .................................................... 1,254 2,017 1,876 1,395 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ....................... 449 
Memorandum ............................ 619 
Terninated without opinion ............ 647 

boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not Enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Appeals  €iled (civil and criminal) are net figures after appeals transferred in are added. 
Appeals disposed (civil and criminal) include appeals transferred out and appeals disposed by the court 
Habeas corpus appeals are counted as civil appeals by Division 2 of the Court of Appeals. 
Special actions include mandamus, prohibition, and quo warranto cases. 

Source: Administrative Office o €  the Courts, The Arizona Courts Summary Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
P _________i_ - - - 

ARIZONA SUPERIOR COURTi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

14 counties, 70 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Beginning pending FiledJ Disposedj 

civild: 
La": 
civiij ....................................................... 29.723 28,992 29,138 29,577 

Domestic relations: 
Dornestic,relations ........................................... 9 797 
Adoption' .................................................... 1'415f 

Probatei ....................................................... 6'743fi 

Appeals ........................................................ & 
Total civil ..................................................... 54,064f 

Reciprocal supparti .......................................... 5:046f 

Mental healthi ................................................. I: 340f 

Total ......................................................... 16 258fi 

aid.Mld: 
Felony ......................................................... 4,678 
nisdemeanorj ................................................... 1,204 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Total criminal .................................................. 5,882f 

Juvenile: - 
Total juvenilei ................................................. 794 

22,025 
1,638 
2.389 
26;052 
7,130 
400 

(j) 

62,574 

10,556 
3.357 
(1) 
13,913 

23,231 
1,440 
1.900 

26;571 
6,013 
411 

& 
62.133 

10,334 
3,431 
& 
13,765 

8 591 
1'506' 
6: 176'. 
16 273': 
7:272" 
1,326g 
A 
54,4488 

4,900 
1,130 
2 
6,030 

8,287 7,088 938g 

Grand total ...................................................... 60,740f 84,774 82,986 61,416' 

Triald 
9 Nan-jury Total - 

civiim .......... 541 2,713 3,254 
Ccimfllal ........ 784 871 1,655 
Total ............ 1,325 3,584 4,909 

Civil dispositionsm 

Dismissedlnonprasecution . 5,871 Default judgment ......... 5,548 
Transferred .............. 364 
Otherwise no trial ....... 14,101 

Criminal dispositions 
Plea .................. 7,031 
Dismissed ............. 4.992 

(continued on next page) 
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Arizona Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the voir dire examination of the panel begins. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fgeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

bata are not complete: 
This discrepancy is due to missing data. See (i). 

Adoption pending figures do not include data for Cochise and Maricopa Counties. 
Mental health data do not include data for Maricopa County. 
Reciprocal support pending figures do not include data from Cochise County. 
Probate pending figures do not include Cochise and Maricopa Counties. 
Juvenile pending data do not include Maricopa, Cochise, Navajo, Pima, Yuma, or  Yavapai Counties. 
Juvenile figures include no filing or  disposition data from Pima County and only partial filing and disposition data for Maricopa County. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filings include cases transferred in. 
Dispositions include cases transferred out. 
Civil cases include prayer under $1,000, auto tort, "on-auto tort, contract, eminent domain, unclassified civil, and appeal cases. 
Appeals (civil) are reported in the law category. 
Misdemeanor cases include lower court appeals and nonfelony cases. 
Appeals (criminal) are reported in the misdemeanor category. 

Civil trials and disposition types do not include data for probate, adoption, reciprocal support, or mental health. 
mCategories f a r  disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Arizona Courts Summary Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1977); and Administrative Office of the 
Courts, The Arizona Courts, 1977 Annual Judicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1978). Statistics are from the reports except that totals 
have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the office of the administrative director. 

ARIZONA JUSTICES OF WE PEACEi 
Eourt of limited jurisdiction 

84 courts, 84 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Civild: - - - - 
Total civil .................................................... N/A 31,915 26,363 NIA 

Criminald: 
llisdemeanar .................................................... N/A 
Felony preliminary ............................................. NIA 

Total criminal .................................................. NIA 

- 
16,782 
14,058 

30,840 

X 
14,058 

X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Traffic : - - - - 
Total traffic ................................................... NIA 212,435 X N/A 

Grand totali.. .................................................... N/A 275,190 250,570 NIA 

Baldface headings indicate the classifications used by the ACSP. 
NIA - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case i s  counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaine. 

There were incomplete data far Maricopa, Pinal, Yuma, Navajo, Apache, Gila, Graham, and Greenlee Counties. 
iData are not complete: 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Arizona Courts Summary Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

ARIZONA CITK MAGISTRATES 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
70 courts, 90 magistrates 

January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the City Magistrate Court for 1976. Data collection for these courts began in 1978. 
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Arkansas court system, 1976 

I 

7 just ices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appellate jurisdiction over cases from Circuit, 

Chancery, and Probate Courts. 

COUNTY COURT (75) 
75 judges. 
42 juvenile referees 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original jurisdiction in county taxes, 

.Juvenile. 
No jury trial. 

county expenditures, and claims against 
county. Bastardy proceedings. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (1 9) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil cases over $100. 
- Original jurisdiction in criminal. 
~ Juvenile. 
Hears appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS (1 3) I 
County judges serve 
Jurisdiction varies: - Contracts and other civil matters under 

Jury trials. 
$1,000 not involving title to property. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (91 ) 
95 judges 
Jurisdiction: . Contract under $300. 

. Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors. 

Property recovery under $300. 
Property damage under $100. 

POLICE COURT (2) I 2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under $300. 
~ Misdemeanors and city ordinance I violations. 
No jury trial. I 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

t 
CHANCERYAND 
PROBATE COURT (1 8) 
26 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Courts of equity (land disputes, 

domestic relations, etc.). Hears probate 
matters and adoptions. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (9) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract under $300. 

. Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors. 

Property recovery under $300. 
Property damage under $100. 

I Six-man jury trial. 

CITY COURT (80) 
80 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under $300. 
- Misdemeanors and city ordinance 

violations. 
No jury trial. 
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ARKANSAS SUPReELE COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976  

D_ - 
End 

pending Filed Disposed p 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

civil: 
Law ........................................................ 
Equity ..................................................... 
Probate .................................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Postconviction ............................................. 
Capital .................................................... 
Other felony ............................................... 
Misdemeanor ................................................ 
Total ....................................................... 

Total appeals ................................................. 

Criminal: 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Habeas corpus--felony ...................................... 
Mandamus ................................................... 
Prohibition ................................................ 
Postconviction ............................................. 
Writs of certiorari ........................................ 
Other petitions ............................................ 
Total ....................................................... 
Requests to appeal ........................................... 

Total other cases ............................................. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N / A  
A/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 193  
N/A 137 
N/A 20  
N / A  350  

N/A 19 
N / A  I1 
N/A 162 
N/A 9 

201 
55 I 
- 

9 / A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

3 
10 

9 
19 
15 

6 
62 

62 
-- 

. . .  

Total cases ..................................................... 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 
Other matters: 
Motions (excluding extension of time) ........................ 
Motions fo r  extension of time ................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

N/A 

N/A 

N /A 
N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N/A h13 

124  

300  
1 , 1 0 2  
1,402 

1 , 5 2 6  

N I A  
N I A  
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
MIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
9 / A  

___ 
N/A 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion .......... 581 
Per curiam ............... 43  

Time intervals (average days) 
Civil Criminal - 

Record filing to 
submission ........ 152 .09  1 2 6 . 5 2  

Submission to 

Record filing to 
decision .......... 2 8 . 5 4  - 19 .40  - 
decision .......... 1 8 0 . 6 3  1 4 5 . 9 2  

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ................................... 331 
Reversed .................................. i 46 
Reversed and remanded ...................... 64 
Remanded ................................... 3 
Dismissed without opinion .................. 44  
Affirmed in part, reversed in part ......... 22 
Reversed and dismissed ..................... 21 
Affirmed as modified or on condition ....... 10 
Dismissed with opinion ..................... 7 
Affirmed in part ........................... 2 
Reversed with directions ................... I 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

- 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Twelfth A n n u a l  Report, 1976  Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics a r e  
from the annual reporc except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ARKANSAS CIRCUIT COURT 
Cour t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

19 circuits, 29 Judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Beginnine pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Civil!: 
~~~i ........................................................... 14,586f 
Appeals ........................................................ a 20,200 18,708 a 16,078 a 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 14,586f 20,200 18,708 16,078 

C r i m i M l d :  
Felony: 

C a p i t a l  ...................................................... I O O ~  
Felony ....................................................... 5 109f 

Hisdemeanorj ................................................... kf Total  ......................................................... 5’209f 

99 
7,659 
7,758 

5,055 

129 
7,513 
7,642 

4,088 

70 
5,255 
5,325 
3,433 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l j  ................................................. 7,67Sf 12,813 11,730 8,758 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 22,261f 33,013 30,438 24,836 

Age of pending c a s e s  
Less  than 
1 year  I t o  2 years  Over 2 y e a r s  

C i v i l  ............................ 10,773 3,190 2,115 

C a p i t a l  ........................ 45 10 15 
C r i m i M l :  

Felony ......................... 3,473 
tlisdcmeanor .................... 2,571 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................. 6,089 

1,008 
466 

1,484 

774 
396 

1,185 

i ialdfsce headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f f c a t i o n s  used by t h e  KCSY. 

dcase  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted with t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of  i n f o r n a t i o n s  o r  ind ic tments .  

f k g i n n i n g  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
J t x p l a n a t i o n  o f  d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

L a w  i n c l u d e s  a p p e a l s  ( t r i a l  de novo) t h a t  could not be separa ted  from t h e  t o t a l .  
Misdemeanor cases are g e n e r a l l y  appeals ( t r i a l  de novo) from lower c o u r t s .  
Cr imina l  d a t a  inc lude  a nominal number of j u v e n i l e  c a s e s  and j u v e n i l e  appea ls .  

source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  
from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except  

Department, 
t h a t  t o t a l s  

Twel f th  Annual Report ,  1976 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  
have been computed where necessary.  

( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas).  S t a t i s t i c s  are 
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ARKANSAS CHANCERY AND PROBATE COURT 
Court  of g e n e r a l  j u r i e d i c t i o n  
I8 chancery  circuits, 26 judges 

January  1, 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

Civ i ld :  
Equi ty  ......................................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ........................................... 
Reciproca ls  I N  ............................................... 
Reciproca ls  OUT .............................................. 
Adoption ........................................... ;......... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Decedents' e s t a t e s  ........................................... 
Guardianship ................................................. 
Miscellaneous probate  ........................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Alcoholics and mental  ........................................ 

R o b a t e :  

Henta l  hea l th :  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

7,369f 5,900 

12,893f 21,871 
1,670f 1,338 

of 640 
N I A  1,538 

14,563fi  25,387 

13,393f 4,281 
N I A  1,662 
NIA 1,176 

19,  193fi  7,119 

N/A l,sla 

35, 32Sf 39,716 

35,325f 39,716 

5,328 

21,014 

640 
1.000 

N I A  
22,654i 

3,704 
N I A  
N I A  

3,7041 

N/A 
31.686i 

31,686i 

7,941 

13,750 

0 
NIA 

2,008 

,I 5,7581 

13,970 

N I A  
13,970i 

NIA 

N/A 
37,669i 

37,669i 

Age of pending c a s e s  
Less than 

1 year  I t o  2 y e a r s  
c i v i l :  

Equi ty  ......................... 3,400 1,877 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ............. 7,551 2,866 

Reciproca ls  OUT ................ 0 0 
Reciproca ls  IN ................. 1,011 469 

T o t a l  civil ..................... 11,962 5,212 
- __ 

Over a 
2,664 

528 
0 

6,525 

3,333 

- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  - This  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  

fOeginning pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year.  
bats a r e  not complete: 

A civil c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  pending and disposed t o t a l s  do not include adopt ions .  
Probate  pending and disposed t o t a l s  do not inc lude  guard ianship  and misce l laneous  probate.  
T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  pending and disposed do not inc lude  adopt ions ,  guard ianship ,  a l c o h o l i c s  and mental ,  and misce l laneous  probate .  

Source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department. Twel f th  Annual Repor t ,  1976 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas).  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

P 

; I  

ARKANSAS COURT OF CUMnON PLBAS 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
13 cour t s .  county judges serve 

January  1. 1976 t o  D e c e m b e r  31. 1976 - 
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

C i v i l d :  - - - - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... NIA 241 N/A NIA 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N/A 241 N I A  N I A  

Boldface headings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  case type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

Source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department, Twel f th  Annual Report ,  1976 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas).  S t a t i t i t i c s  a r e  
f rom t h e  annual r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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ARKANSAS COUNTY COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

75 c o u r t s ;  75 judges. 42 j u v e n i l e  r e f e r e e s  
January  1, 1976 t o  D e c e m b e r  31, 1976 - - - -  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Bastardy .................................................... N / A  300 N/A N/A .__ - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 5 / A  300 N/A & / A  

J u v e n i l e :  - - ~ - 
................................................. T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  N f A  6,588 I / A  N / A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... N I B  6,888 N / A  N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This  case  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  O K  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

Source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department, Twel f th  Annual Repor t ,  1976 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas). S t a t i s t i c s  are 
from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL COURTi 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

91 c o u r t s .  95 judges  
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

P - - 
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

CiVild : 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Criminald: 

Misdemeanor: 
Criminal ..................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  
DWI/DUI: 

Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  
Dr iv ing  whi le  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... 
Xoving t r a f f i c  ............................................... 
Other t r a f f i c  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

N/A 99,254 N/A 

W A  99,254 N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 

23,236 

225,160 
143,028 

391,424 

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... N/A 505,933 N/A N / A  

Moldface headings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This  c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  o €  count: 
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or conpla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of  count is t h e  number of in format ions ,  ind ic tments ,  o r  complaints.  

There were no d a t a  for Drew County. Only blnonth t o t a l s  were a v a i l a b l e  and are inc luded  f o r  Newton, Ful ton ,  Le*, Desha, Montgomery, 
iData a r e  not complete:  

F r a n k l i n ,  Randolph, and Benton Counties.  

Source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department, Twel f th  Annual Report ,  1976 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are 
f r o n  t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  
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ARKANSAS CITY COURT AND FULICE COURTi 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

80 c i t y  c o u r t s ,  2 p o l i c e  c o u r t s ;  82 judges  
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

P ___D - - 
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

c i v i l d :  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Criminald: 

Misdemeanor: 
Criminal ..................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
h a f f i c :  

DWIlDUI:  

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  
Dr iv ing  whi le  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... 
>roving t r a f f i c  ............................................... 
Other t r a f f i c  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

3,520 

3 ,520  

- 

2,279 

10,628 
5,155 
15,783 

18,062 

N/A 
NIA 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... 
Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA = This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of in format ions ,  ind ic tments ,  or compla in ts .  

iData are not complete:  
There were no r e p o r t s  f o r  the  c i t i e s  of Alma, Ashdown, Bar l ing ,  Buckner, Fordyce, Foreman, Fouke, Hunnoke, Mansfield,  Mineral  Spr ings ,  

P r e s c o t t ,  Risan, Swif ton ,  Thornton, and Wilmot. Only 6-month t o t a l s  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  c o u r t s  of Biscoe, Bradley, Cal ico  Rock, 
C a r l i s l e ,  Glenwood, Gould, Gurdon, Judsonia ,  L incoln ,  Lonoke, Mountainburg, P a l e s t i n e ,  P o r t i a ,  Rose Bud, S t rong ,  and S u l f u r  Springs.  

Source: Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department, Twel f th  Annual Repor t ,  1976 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas). S t a t i s t i c s  
are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

ARKANSAS JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

9 cour t s .  9 judges  
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 - - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
C r i d M l d :  

Uisdemeanor: 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c  : 

LWr/our: 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  
Dr iv ing  whi le  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... 
Moving t r a f f i c  ............................................... 
Other  t r a f f i c  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

- - 
NIA 233 

N/A 603 

NIA 603 

- 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

309 

3,188 
406 

3,594 

3,903 

- 
NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

NIA 

RIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

- 
]/A 

N/A 
NIA 

N/A 

NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ................................................... W A  4,739 N/A N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = T h i s  c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  Cour t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count is t h e  n m b e r  of in format ions ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  complaints.  

Source: Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  J u d i c i a l  Department, Twel f th  Annual Repor t ,  1976 J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas).  S t a t i s t i c s  are 
from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  
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Judc 
deat 

* 

California court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Direct appeals of judgment of death. 
-All other appeals are discretionary. 

nt of 

I 

COURT OF APPEAL (5) 
56 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from Superior Court except in judgment 

of death. 

SUPERIOR COURT (58) 
520 judges 
Unlimited original jurisdiction: - Primarily handles civil actions over $5,000, equity, 
domestic relations. Exclusive jurisdiction over 
probate. - Primarily handles felonies. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 
Appeals de novoof small claims cases in municipal 

Appeals on record of other municipal court cases 

Jury trials. 

courts and civil cases in justice courts. 

and criminal cases from justice courts. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (84) 
425 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $5,000. small claims under 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, felony 

Jury trials. 

$500. 

preliminaries. 

I 

JUSTICE COURT (1 75) 
175 judges 
Jurisoiction: 
-Civil law under $1,000, small 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violatiore, felony 

Jury trials 

claims under $500. 

preiimineries. 

t Indicates route of appeal 

166 



CALIFORNIA SUPREWE COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

7 justices 
July 1. 1975 t o  J u n e  30, 1976 

_L_ 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases:  
Appeals: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 
Criminal:  

n i r e c t  a p p e a l s 3  ............................................ 
Other c r i m i n a l  ............................................. 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .............................................. 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

c i v i l  ...................................................... 
Criminal ................................................... 
Attorney d i s c i p l i n a r y  proceedings .......................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
C i v i l  appea ls  .............................................. 
Crimina l  appea ls  ........................................... 
C i v i l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings ................................. 
Crimina l  o r i g i n a l  proceedings .............................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

Bequests t o  a p p e a l j :  

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
- 

x (153)e 84 

21 0 
x ( 3 5 F  34 
x ( 3 5 F  34 
21 (188)e 118 

197 ( 32Ie 
592 i 9 j e  
97 
886 ( 41)e 

1,233 
1,077 
314 
270 

185 
629 
97 
91 1 

1.233 ( X ) e  
1,077 ( X ) e  
314 ( X ) e  
270 ( x ) e  

2,894 2,665 (229)ek 
3,740 ( 41)e  3,576 (229)e 

N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s :  
C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Crimina l  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T r a n s f e r s  and r e t r a n s f e r s  .................................... 
O r d e r s / v r i t s  t o  show cause ................................... 
Motions decided .............................................. 
Miscellaneous ................................................ 
Executive clemency a p p l i c a t i o n s  .............................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

Other m a t t e r s :  

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NJA 

N/A 
N/A 

3,801 (229)e  

N/A 
N / A  
N/A 

N / A  
N / A  
N / A  
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

3,694 (229)e 

60 
24 
84 

252 
6 1  

124 
1,650 

38 
2,125 

2,209 

N / A  

N / A  
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N / A  
N / A  
N / A  
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Wri t ten  opin ion  ..................... 191 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  ( c r i m i n a l )  
Affirmed .......................... 8 
Affirmed wi th  modi f ica t ions  ....... 5 
Reversed .......................... 0 
Reversed and remanded ............. 16 

- ._ 
Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This  case type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

eCases not inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double count ing:  
P e t i t i o n s  f a r  h e a r i n g s  gran ted  a r e  not  counted as a disposed p e t i t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  a p p e a l  i s  d isposed;  a f i l i n g  is not counted 

f o r  t h e  appea l .  These gran ted  p e t i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  numbers appear ing  i n  parentheses .  
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

U i r e c t  c r i m i n a l  appea ls  are c a p i t a l  (dea th  pena l ty)  cases only. 
Bequests t o  a p p e a l  a r e  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  hear ing  cases previous ly  decided by t h e  Cour ts  of Appeal. 

T o t a l  r e q u e s t s  t o  appea l  d i sposed  i s  not t h e  suo of t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  for t h e  r e p o r t e d  c a s e  categoriefi .  
kAddi t i o n a l  in format ion:  

Each i n d i v i d u a l  ca6e ca tegory  
d i s p o s i t i o n  va lue  i n c l u d e s  some p o r t i o n  of  t h e  229 g r a n t e d  p e t i t i o n s .  These 229 g r a n t e d  p e t i t i o n s  are not  inc luded  i n  t h e  r e q u e s t s  
t o  a p p e a l  disposed. 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Courts.  1977 Annual Report  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Counci l  and S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor  (Sa" 
Francisco .  C a l i f o r n i a :  1977). and unpublished d a t a  provided by AOC. S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have 
been computed where necessary .  
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CALIFORNIA COURTS OF APPEAL 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

5 d i v i s i o n s ,  56 judges 
July 1. 1975 to J u n e  30, 1976 

P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

cases :  
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ..................................................... 2,579 
Cr imina l  .................................................. 2,096 

T o t a l  appea ls  .............................................. 4,675 

Other cases :  
Original proceedings: 

C i v i l  ................................................... N/A 
Crimina l  ................................................ N/A 

T o t a l  .................................................... N / A  
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  .......................................... N/A 

3,183 

6,462 
3,219 

2,842 
I ,  008 
3,850 

3,850 

X 
X 

7,558 
___ 

X 
X 

3,799 
3,799 

2,555 
1,989 

4,5448 

N/A 
N / A  
N/A 
NIA 

__ 

T o t a l  c a s e s  .................................................. 4,6751 10,312 11,357 4,5441 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s  .......................................... N/A 
Other mat te rs :  

Notions t o  d ismiss  on c l e r k ' s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  ............... N/A 
Motions ................................................... W A  
Orders ( n i s c e l l a n e o u s )  .................................... N/A 

T o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 

1,363 

N I B  
736 

5.456 

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings 61.4 7 , 5 5 9  N / A  ...................................... 
Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Wri t ten  opin ion  .......... 5,943 
D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  ( c r i m i n a l Y  

Affirmed ......................... 1 , 9 7 9  
Affirmed wi th  modi f ica t ions  ...... 217 
Reversed ......................... 12 
Reversed and remanded ............ 143 

h l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  KCSP. 
N/A - This c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are u n a v a i l a b l e .  
X - T h e  d a t a  Lor t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

V.Xiango i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d iEference  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

IData a r e  not  complete: 
F igures  are as repor ted  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

T o t a l  cases pending do not  i n c l u d e  original proceedings.  
T o t a l  Other proceedings f i l e d  are only  f o r  motions t o  d ismiss  on clerk's C e r t i f i c a t i o n .  
T o t a l  other proceedings disposed do not inc lude  d i s p o s i t i o n  of motions t o  d ismiss  on c l e r k ' s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  da ta  i n c l u d e  only  c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  te rmina ted  by w r i t t e n  opinion. 

F i l i n g s  are not repor ted  f o r  t h e  Other c a t e g o r i e s .  

W a t c g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i z i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Courts, 1977 Annual Report  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Counci l  and S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor  (San 
Francisco ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  
been computed where necessary.  

1977),  and unpublished d a t a  provided by AOC. S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have 
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CALIFOBNIA SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

58 courts, 520 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 
Auto tort ...................................................... 
Non-auto tort .................................................. 
Property rights: 
Eminent domain (parcels) ..................................... 

Domestic relations: 
Family lauJ .................................................. 

Probate: 
Probate and guardianship ..................................... 

Uental health .................................................. 
Other civil: 
Other complaints ............................................. 
Other petitions .............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Appeals from lower courts .................................... 
Habeas corpus ................................................. 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Appeals: 

Extraordinary writs: 

Criminald : 
Felony: 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Appeals ........................................................ 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Juvenile: 
Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency and neglect ......................................... 
Total juvenile .................................................. 

52,574 
27,767 

3,622 

168,587 

62,590 
6,514 

87,405 
74,369 
161,774 

9,0921 

8,955 

501,775 

54,906 
2,5241 

57,430 

93,864 
14,053 

107,917 

40,138l 
20,0231 

3,2411 

146,1791 

61,968l 
6,108 

50,3301 
56,722l 
107,052l 

8,4781 

8,309 

401,496 

- 

50 094 
A 1  

52,242 

89,995 
13,669 

103,664 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
ti /A 

N/A 

- 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 667,122 557,402 N/A 

Civilm ............ 
Civil appeals ..... 
Criminal .......... 
Criminal appeals .. 
Total .. ... .... 

Triald 
Non-jury - Total 

...... 3,1311 240,4451 243,576l ...... 0 9.088l 9.088l ...... 4,695 3;793 8;488 ...... 0 2,5241 2,524l ........... 7,826 255,850 263,676 

Civil dispositionsm 
Dismissal far lack of prosecution ......... 7,2281 
Other dismissals and transfers ............ 106,713l 
Summary judgments ......................... 1,314 
Others before trial ....................... 21,9151 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty plea ............... 34,958 
Trial conviction .......... 6 722 
Uismissals ................ 611361 
Transfers ................. 525 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
I / A  = This case type is handled by the caurt, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or  complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Family law includes annulment, divorce, and separate maintenance cases. 

Figures are as  revised by the administrative office of the courts. 

Civil trials include mental health hearings; do not include juvenile, habeas carpus, or appeal hearings. 
Civil disposition types do not include data for habe,>% corpus or appeal hearings. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 

kpecial source or revision in data: 

Wategories f o r  disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Administrative Office of the California Courts, 1977 Annual Report of the Judicial Council and State Court Administrator (Sa" Francisco, 
California: 
where necessary. and revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of the courts. 

1977), and unpublished data provided by AOC. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed 
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CALIFORNIA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

175 fourto, 175 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
civild: 
Small claims ................................................... 
Other civil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
Crimimld: 
Misdemeanor: 
Group A misdemeanor .......................................... 
Croup B misdemeanor .......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Ordinance violations: 
Non-traffic infractions ...................................... 

Felony preliminary ............................................. 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic : 
Parking : 

Other traffic violations: 
Illegal parking .............................................. 
Group C misdemeanor .......................................... 
Group D misdemeanor .......................................... 
Traffic infractions .......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffici .................................................. 

KIA 
N /A 

N/A 

- 

N/A 
KIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

- 

44,219 
13,812 

58 ,031  

36,417 
32,975 
69 ,392  

4 ,048  
10,423 

83,863 

271,356 

32,509 
40,777 

584,967 
658,253 

929,609 

X 
X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

- 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N /A 
6/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
B/A 

N/A 

N/A 
h'/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Grand totali ..................................................... N/A 1 ,071 ,503  740,44511 N/A 

W d  
Non-jury Toral . Criminal and traffic dispositionsm 

Civil ...................... 26 X X Convicted or bound over after guilty plea ........... 135,399 
Criminal and trafficm ...... 1,4261 X X sail forfeiture ..................................... 442,953 
Total ....................... 1 ,4521  63 ,7381  65 ,1901  

iioldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
MIA - This case type is  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or. unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition o r  complaint. 
The crirninal case unit o €  count is the number of defendants on the infaenation, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury selection begins. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Traffic and grand total dispositions do not include illegal parking cases. 

Figures are os revised by the adninistrative office of the courts. 

Criminal and traffic dispositions and criminal and traffic trials are f o r  all criminal and traffic categories except illegal parking. 

iData are not complete: 

'Special source o r  revision i n  data: 

mCategories. far disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Administrative Office of the California Courts, 1977 Annual Report of the Judicial Council and State Court Administrator (San 
Francisco, California: 1977).  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and 
revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of  the courts. 
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CALIFORNIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

84 courts. 425 judges 
July 1. 1975 to  June 30. 1976 

Civild : ................................................... .................................................... Small claims NIA 390,423 298,112 N/A 
Other civil - N/A 317,438 239,796 N/A 

..................................................... Total civil N/A 707,861 537,908 NIA 

Criminald: 
Usdemeanor: .......................................... .......................................... ......................................................... 
Group A misdemeanor NtA 315,831 286,299 N/A 
Group B misdemeanor N/A 200,631 191,800 N/A 
Total N/A 516,462 478,099 NfA 

Non-traffic infractions N/A 25,250 21,564 N/A 
Ordinance violations: 

Felony preliminary - N/A 94,998 80 ,149  N/A . 
...................................... ............................................. 

.................................................. Total criminal N/A 636,710 579,812 N/A 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Other traffic violations: 
Illegal parking .............................................. N/A 

Group C misdemeanor ....................................... :-.. N/A 
Group D misdemeanor .......................................... N/A 
Traffic infractions .......................................... N/A 
Total ......................................................... NIA 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 

- 

8,403,381 

247,664 
147,540 

4 ,028 ,656  
4 ,423 ,860  

12,827,241 

7,226.615 

199,244 
281,858 

3 ,623 ,836  
4 ,104 ,938  

11 ,331 ,553  

N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

...................................................... Grand total N/A 14,171,812 12 ,449 ,273  N/A 

Triald 
civil: 
Contested ........................ 
Uncontested ...................... 

Total ............................. 
Contested ........................ 
Uncontested ...................... 
Total ............................. 
Contested ........................ 
Uncontested ...................... 
Total ............................. 
Contested ........................ 
Uncontested ...................... 

Total ............................... 

Criminal: 

Traffic : 

Total: 

118,381 
179,883 
298,264 

14,497 

60 ,488  
45,991 

81,361 
83 ,870  

165,231 

214,239 
309,744 
523,983 

Civil dispositions 
Dismissed before trial .............................. 239 6441 
Judgments by clerk and summary judgments ............ 113:67Z1 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty pleas ........................................ 311,804 
Dismissed before triallhearing ...................... 119,00Z1 
Bail forfeitures .................................... 54,849 

Traffic dispositions 

Guilty pleas ...................................... 1,068,989 
B a i l  forfeitures .................................. 8,752,169 
Dismissed before trial ............................ 1,292,688 
Other ............................................. 229,660 

Baldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A * This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A trial is counted when commenced. A jury trial is commenced once jury selection begins; a nan-jury trial at the point when an opening 
statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

lSpecia1 source or revision in data: 
Civil and criminal dispositions have been revised by the administrative office of the courts during verification of the data. 

Administrative Office of the California Courts, 1977 Annual Report of the Judicial Council and State Court Administrator (Sa" 
Francisco, California: 1977).  Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and 
revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of the courts. 

Source: 
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Colorado court system, 1976 

r 

7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Initial appellate jurisdiction in cases involving 
constitutionality of statute, municipal charter 
provision, or ordinance; actions of Public Utilities 
Commission; water cases; and Election Code. 

t 1 
COURT OF APPEALS 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts, Industrial 

Constitutionality of 
statute, ordinance, or 
municipal charter provision. Commission, and Banking Board. 

DISTRICT COURT (22) 
94 judges 1 judge 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, civil, probate, 
and mental health except in Denver. - Criminal. adjudication of the mental health ' 

-Juvenile except in Denver. hearings. 
Appeals on record or de novo. 
Jury trials. 

DENVER PROBATE COURT 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over all 
probate matters and in the 

I 

DENVER SUPERIOR COURT 
7 District judges serve 1 judge Certioi 

appeal 
Denvei Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
Munici - Determination of water rights, 

uses and administration of water, 
and all other water matters. 

- Civil matters over $500 and under 

Appeals on record from Denver County 
$5,000, small claims. 

Court of 
rec 

t 

Denver I 
COUNTY COURT (63) 
106 judges 
Jurisdiction 
- Civil cases under $500 except 

titles to or boundary of real 
property b 

- Misdemeanors, felony 
preliminaries 

Appeals de novo 
Jury trials 

'd. 

4 
Court not 
of record. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (197) 
174 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations and traffic. Indicates route of appeal. 

. 
DENVER JUVENILE COURT 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in adoption, 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile 
parentage, and support. 

matters. 

urt Only. 

I 
irom 
:ounty 
I Court. 
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COLORADO SUPI(BME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 - - 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ........................................................ x 76 X X 
Criminal ..................................................... X 75 X X 
Other appeals: 
Statutory review ........................................... X 0 X X 
Reopened cases ............................................. X 1 X X 
Bail reduction ............................................. X 0 X x 
Total ....................................................... X 1 X X 

152 Total appeals X X X ................................................. - - - - 
Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original proceedings ....................................... X 188 X X 
Habeas corpus .............................................. X 1 9  X X 
Interlocutories ............................................ X 16 X X 
Interrogatories ............................................ X 2 X X 

Total ....................................................... X 225 X X 
Bequests to appeal: 
Petition in certiorari ..................................... X 

Total other cases ............................................. X 
- 274 X X 

499 X X 
- - - 

Total cases ..................................................... 366 65 1 674 343 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ................... 293 
Without opinion ................... 377 
Transferred to Court of Appeals ... 4 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistlcal Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1975-76 (Denver, Colorado: 1976) .  
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

* 

COLORAW COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

10 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ........................................................ X 5693 X X 
Criminal ..................................................... X 261 X X 
Agency appeals: 
Industrial commission ...................................... X - 

Total appeals ................................................. 592 
X X 

8331 674 
- 

Other cases: 
Bequests t o  appeal ........................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. - - - - 

Total cases ..................................................... 592 915 833 674 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ................... 5991 
Without opinion ................... 193 
Transferred to Supreme Court ...... 81 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
jExplanatian of data included in the category: 

kpecial source or revision in data: 
Civil appeals filed include one reopened case. 

Figures are as revised by the office of the state court administrator because one opinion for fiscal year 1976 was withdrawn i n  fiscal year 
1917. 

Source: Office of the Stare Court Administrator. Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1975-76 (Denver, Colorado). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during 
verification by the office of the state court administrator. 
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COLORAW DISTRICT COURT. 
DENVER SUPWIOR COURT, DENVER JUVENILE COURT. 

ANII DENVER PROBATE COURT 
hurt of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

22 d i s t r i c t s ,  99 JudgesC 
J u l y  1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Disposed Postjudgment 

a c t i o n s  f i l e d  F i l e d  Beginning 
pending 

Civild: 
L a w :  

Auto t o r t :  

Nan-auto t o r t :  

U n c l a s s i f i e d  t o r t :  

Money demands ............................................... 
Negligence--motor v e h i c l e  ................................... 
Personal  in jury-o ther  ...................................... 
Pcoperty damage ............................................. 
Wrongful dea th  .............................................. 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Kea1 and personal  proper ty  .................................. 
D i s s o l u t i o n  of marriage ..................................... 
Legal s e p a r a t i o n  ............................................ 
I n v a l i d i t y  of marr iage  ...................................... 
Child custody ............................................... 
Reciproca l  nonsupport i n t r a s t a t e  ............................ 
Yisce l laneous  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
I n t e s t a t e s  .................................................. 
T e s r a t e s  .................................................... 
Small e s t a t e s  ............................................... 
Guardianships ............................................... 
Conserva torsh ips  ............................................ 
Hisce l laneous  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Short-term t rea tment  ........................................ 
P e t i t i o n  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  ..................................... 
Long-term treit tment ......................................... 
Other ....................................................... 

Totnl  ........................................................ 
Adminis t ra t ive  review and l o c a l  government .................. 
County c o u r t  appea ls  ........................................ 
H i s c e l l a n e o u s ~  .............................................. 

Property rights: 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Reciprocal nonsupport  i n t e r s t a t e  ............................ 

Probate:  

Mental hea l th :  

Vevelopmentally d i s a b l e d  admissions ......................... 
Involuntary  conmitment of  a l c o h o l i c  ......................... 

Adminis t ra t ive :  

Appeals: 

Ext raord inary  writs: 

Tota l  s i v i l k  ................................................... 
Criminald: 

Felony: , 

Other criminal: 

Appeals: 

Criminal.] ................................................... 
Xo2-offenseJ ................................................ 
Municipal and County Court a p p e a l s  .......................... 

T o t a l  c r imina lk  ................................................ 
J u v e n i l e  : 

Delinquency ................................................... 
S t a t u s  of fenses :  

Other juveni le :  

Uependency and n e g l e c t  ........................................ 
Child i n  need of s u p e r v i s i o n  ................................ 
Kelinquishnents ............................................. 
Adoptionsj .................................................. 
P a t e r n i t y  and suppor t1  ...................................... 
nisce11aneous ............................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e k  ................................................ 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

24,588 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

18,72Zf 

Y 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
731f 

X 

X 

X 

73,424 

- 

X 

X 

X 

10,031 

- 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X - 

8,795 

14,986 

751 

929 

1,439 
131 

1,570 

5,269 

23,028 
481 
165 
229 

791 
170 

30,361 

1,399 
3.152 

131 
222 
549 
362 

6,015 

483 
60 

890 
23 
91 

127 
1,674 

463 

58 

5,497 

3,817 

65,893 

10,972 

347 

322 

11,641 

- 

5,909 
1,757 

731 

456 
2,348 
4,401 

803 
8,008 

16,405 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

7,619 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
282 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
249 

X 

X 

X 

16,142 

- 

X 

X 

X 

2,693 

- 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

6,433 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

44,728 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

5,966 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,847 

X 

X 

X 

89,934 

- 

X 

X 

X 

13.760 

- 

' X  
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

24,015 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

17,840 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

19,053 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
807 

X 

X 

X 

65,525 

- 

X 

X 

X 

10,605 

- 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

7,618 

- 

Grand t o t a l k  .................................................... 92,2SOf 93,939 25,268 127,709 83,748 

(cont inued  on next  page) 
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Colorado D i s t r i c t  Court  (cont inued)  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

=Judge informat ion:  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  
F ive  of t h e s e  99  judges s e r v e  i n  t h e  Denver Super ior ,  J u v e n i l e ,  and Probate  Courts.  

A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of defendants  on  t h e  informat ion  or ind ic tment .  

These f i g u r e s  have changed because of  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of Denver Probate  Court pending f i g u r e s ,  which had not prev ious ly  been repor ted .  

Miscellaneous i n c l u d e s  habeas corpus  and o t h e r  remedial  wri ts ,  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  e t c .  
Cr imina l  i n c l u d e s  f e l o n i e s  a s  w e l l  as c a s e s  f i l e d  a s  f e l o n i e s  but reduced t o  misdemeanors. 
Non-offense cases inc lude  e x t r a d i t i o n s ,  revoca t ions ,  p a r o l e ,  and r e l e a s e  from commitment hear ings .  
Adoptions and p a t e r n i t y  and suppor t  are inc luded  i n  t h e  j u v e n i l e  f i g u r e s  because pendings and d i s p o s i t i o n s  could not be separa ted  from o t h e r  

ft(eginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976  c o u r t  year  does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year:  

IExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

j u v e n i l e  da ta .  
kAddi t iona l  in format ion:  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ca tegory  i n c l u d e s  2 9 , 3 8 3  beginning pending c a s e s ,  7 , 9 9 2  postjudgment a c t i o n s  f i l e d ,  3 7 , 3 9 3  disposed ,  and 27 ,825  pending a t  t h e  
end t h a t  were not  prev ious ly  d isp layed  i n  t h i s  t a b l e .  These r e l a t e  t o  t h e  2 7 , 8 4 3  cases f i l e d  in t h e  l a w .  a u t o  t o r t ,  non-auto t o r t ,  
u n c l a s s i f i e d  t o r t .  p roper ty  r i g h t s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  a p p e a l s ,  and e x t r a o r d i n a r y  writs c a t e g o r i e s .  

T o t a l  f i l i n g s  as disp layed  on t h e  P a r t  I t a b l e  i n c l u d e  postjudgment a c t i o n s  f i l e d .  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  of t h e  Colorado J u d i c i a r y  1975-76 (Denver, Colorado).  S t a t i s t i c s  
are  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

COLORADO WATER C O U R F  
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

J u l y  1. 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 
7 d i s t r i c t s ,  7 district judges s e r v e  

- - P 

End 
pending Disposed Postjudgment 

a c t i o n s  f i l e d  F i l e d  Beginning 
pending 

C i v i l d  : 
P r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Water a d j u d i c a t i o n s  ......................................... X 1 ,441  
Dil igence  f i n d i n g s  .......................................... X 171 
Review p e t i t i o n s  ............................................ X 2 
Other1 ...................................................... x 26 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 5,672 1,640 

165 
36 
0 
3 

204 - 

X 
X 
X 
X 

3,752 

X 
X 
X 
X 

3,764 

T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 5 , 6 7 2  1 ,640  204 3 , 7 5 2  3 , 7 6 4  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 5 , 6 7 2  I ,  640  204 3 ,752  3 , 7 6 4  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a re  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

aCourt J u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Data f o r  t h i s  cour t  are inc luded  wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  since D l s t r i c t  Court  judges serve. 

dcase  d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A civil c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

j g x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  
"Other" inc ludes  cases involv ing  Spr ings ,  waste waters ,  e t c .  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court Administrator,.Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  of t h e  Colorado J u d i c i a r y  1975-76 (Denver, Colorado).  
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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COLORADO COUNTl COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

63 counties, 106 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civild: - - - - 
Total civil ..................................................... 8.955 47,617 46,392 10,180 

Criminald: 
Usdemeanor .................................................... 11,503 
Pelany preliminaryi ............................................ 0 

Total criminal .................................................. 11,509 

25,742 
-l&IS 

41,862 

25,508 11,743 
16,120 0 

41,628 11,743 

_ _ _  - 

Traffic: ___ __ ___ - 
Total Lraffic ................................................... 37,613 142,420 142,611 37,422 

Grand total ...................................................... 58,077 231,899 230,631 59.345 

3 u r y  triald 
Civil ...................... 56 
Criminal ................... 246 
Traffic .................... 743 
Total ....................... 1,045 

Boldface headings indicate che classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCasc definition OK unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is Sworn. 

Felony advisements (no complaints lodged) data were not available  for Denver County. 
iData are not complete: 

Data for other felony preliminaries were available and 
included f o r  Denver County. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1975-76 (Denver, Colorado). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

COLORAM) WNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

197 courts, 174 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1975-76. 
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Connecticut court system, 1976 

4 

SUPREME COURT 
6 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Appeals from appellate session of Superior Court 
upon certification. 

-Appeals as a matter of right from decisions of 
Superior and Common Pleas Courts (except 
zoning which must be certified by two justices). 

Jurisdiction: - Civil law and equity under $1 5,000. 
-Criminal cases with possible fine less than 
$1,000 and/or sentence less than 1 year. 

Jury trials. 

t 
t 

SUPERIOR COURT (9) 
45 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil law and equity over $7,500 (exclusive over 

- Criminal (exclusive jurisdiction if sentence 

Appeals de novo from Probate Court. 
Appeals on record from Juvenile Court. 

Ae ommn Pleas. 
Jury trials. 

$15,000), divorce. 

greater than 5 years). 

pellate session hears appeals from Court of 

P COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (19) I 61 judges 

JUVENILE COURT (3) 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Exclusive jurisdiction in matters of juvenile 
delinquency, dependency and neglect. 

PROBATE COURT (1 29) 
129 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original civil jurisdiction in probate matters. 

I Indicates route of appeal. 
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CONNECTICUT SUPRWE COURT 
Court of last resort 

6 justices 
October 1975 to September 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil: 
Contracts .................................................. 
Equity ..................................................... 
Neglieence ................................................. 
Other torts  ................................................ 
Construction of wills ...................................... 
Total ...................................................... 

Criminal ..................................................... 
Agency appeals ............................................... 
Other appeals: 
Miscellaneous .............................................. 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for certification ................................ 

Total other cases ............................................. 

N/A 
]/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4% 

N / A  
N/A 
- 

N/A 
N / A  
N l A  
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
6 / A  
N/A 

N/A __ 
N/A 

13 
17 
28 

7 
2 

67 
44 
34 

47 
192 
- 

49 
49 
- 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
& / A  

N I A  
N/A 
N / A  

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N / A  
N / A  
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other prvceedings: 
Other matters: 
Yotions ...................................................... 
Reservations ................................................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Total other proecedings ......................................... 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N / A  

N/A 

- 

N I A  

N/A 
N/A 
N / A  

N/A 

- 

241 

386 
3 

389 

389 

- 

N f A  

N / A  
N / A  
& / A  - 
N / A  

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed .......................... 138 
keversed .......................... 22 
Reversed and remanded ............. 32 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
KIA - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, .Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1974-76 Biennium 
Statistics are fxom the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

(Hartford, Connecticut: 1977) .  
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CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

9 courts, 45 judges 
1975 to 1976b 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 
Auto tort: 
Vehicular torts .............................................. 

Non-auto tort: 
Torts, other than vehicular .................................. 

Contract ....................................................... 
Property rights: 
Property, such as foreclosure ................................ 
Eminent domain ............................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Family docket ................................................ 
Wills, estates, etc. ......................................... 
Administrative appeals ....................................... 
Miscellaneous, including injunctive relief ................... 

Domestic relations: 

Robate: 

Administrative: 

Other civil: 

Appeals: 
Appellate session1 ........................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald : 
Pelonylmisdemeanor: . 

Appeals ........................................................ 
Total criminal ................................................. 

Criminal categories1 ........................................ 

7,417 

4,641 
3,227 

1,269 
375 

1,644 

13,347f 

271 

678 

I ,  604 

132 

32,96If 

3,3701 

3,370 

3,062 

1,899 
1,745 

1,896 
230 

2,126 

15,453 

186 

227 

1,095 

211 

26,004 

- 

4,5551 

4,555 

2,908 

1,531 
1,459 

1,653 
256 

1,909 

15,555 

179 

414 

1,040 

173 

25,168 

4, LOO1 

4,100 

7,571 

5,009 
3,513 

1,512 
349 

1,861 

13,245 

278 

49 1 

1,659 

170 - 
33,797 

3,84881 

3,8488 

Grand total ..................................................... 36,331f 30,559 29,268 37,6458 

Triald 
Non-jury - Total 

Civil ..................... 332 1,515 1 ~ 847 
mimin.41 .................. 102 31 133 
Total ...................... 434 I, 546 1,980 

C r i m i n a l  dispositions 
Guilty plea ..................... 3, 

Acquitted ....................... 
Trial conviction ................ 
Total conviction ................ 3 ,  

Dismissed, quashed .............. 
Nolled, withdrawn, transfer ..... 

,148 
78 

719 

Time interval (average months) 

Return day to disposition ................................... 16.1 
Date claimed for trial list to jury trial .................... 32.0 
Date claimed for trial list to "on-jury trial ................ 23.9 

civil: 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
The civil data are for the period September 1, 1975 to August 31, 1976. The criminal data are for the fiscal year July 1, 1975 to June 30,  
1976. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

The number of pending cases was adjusted by the office of the chief court administrator to reflect transfers and other related year-end 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 

input. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositic 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Figures are as reported. 

Appellate session appeals are both civil and criminal. 
Criminal categories are felonies and misdemeanors. 

Data were obtained from unpublished report. 
kpecial source or revision in data: 

ms: 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1974-76 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1977). 
Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions 
and revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of the Executive Secretary. 
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CONNECTICLIT COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

19  c o u r t s .  61 judges 
1975 t o  1976b 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Smal l  c la ims  ................................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Family docket ................................................ 
Other  c i v i l :  

Aonfamily docket ............................................. 
Civil--geographical a r e a s  .................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald : 
misdemeanor: 

Criminal ..................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

Traf f fc : 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

N / A  

20 

28,072 
14,588 
42,660 

42, 68Oi 

19,772 

19,772 

94,595 

8 

30,790 
14,737 

45,527 

140,130 

91,191 

91,191 

91.4 

1 

26,699 
24,925 

51,624 

51,625i 

95,907 

95,907 

N/A 

27 

32,163 
4,400 
36,563 

36,590i 

15,2632 

15,2638 

17,730 227,207 225,446 17,4548 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 80,1821 458,528 372,97Si 69,3O7gi 

T r i a l d  
% Non-jury Total 

C i v i l m  ....................... 251 1,086 1,337 
Time i n t e r v a l  (average months) 

c iv i1n:  
Return day t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  .......................... 14.5 
Date claimed f o r  t r i a l  l i s t  t o  j u r y  t r i a l  .......... 16.3 
Date claimed f o r  t r i a l  l i s t  t o  "on-jury t r i a l  ...... 2 2 . 3  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This  case  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

b a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion:  

dCase d e f i n i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count: 
The c i v i l  d a t a  a r e  f o r  t h e  per iod  September 1 ,  1975 t o  August 31, 1976. The c r imina l  d a t a  a r e  f o r  f i s c a l  year  J u l y  I ,  1975 t o  June  30 ,  1976. 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  o r  complaint.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness  i s  sworn. 

F igures  are us r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  annual repor t .  

T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  pending and disposed do not inc lude  small claims cases. 

C i v i l  t r i a l  d a t a  are only  f o r  family docket and nonfamily docket cases .  

Time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  a r e  only f o r  fami ly  docket and nonfamily docket cases .  

&Change i n  pending does not equal t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

iData are  not complete:  

mCategar ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  da ta :  

"Tine i n t e r v a l  or age  of pending d a t a :  

Small  c la ims  d a t a  are inc luded  i n  t h e  f i l i n g  f i g u r e s .  

source :  Chief Court Adminis t ra tor ,  J u d i c i a l  Department, Report  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Department 1974-76 Biennium 
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

(Har . t f o r d .  Connecticut:  1977). 

180 



CONNECTICUT PROBATE COURT 
COUKt of limited jurisdiction 

129 courts, 129 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 

P 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Domestic relations: 
Adoptions and terminations ................................... N/A 2,334 N / A  N / A  
Marriages .................................................... N / A  773 N/A N / A  
Total ......................................................... N / A  3,107 N/A N/A 

Decedent's estate ............................................ N / A  33,770 N/A N/A 
Guardianship ................................................. N / A  2,087 N / A  N/A 
Trustees ..................................................... N/A 6,419 N / A  N / A  
Total ......................................................... N / A  42,276 N/A N/A 

Commitments .................................................. N l A  1,808 N/A N / A  
Conservators ................................................. N / A  4,023 N/A N / A  
Total ......................................................... N/A 5,831 N/A N/A 

Total civil ..................................................... N/A 51.214 N / A  N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 51,214 N / A  N / A  

Probate: 

Uental health: 

- 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
!i/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data ace unavailable. 

dcase definition or  unit of count:  
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or  complaint. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1974-76 Bienniwo (Hartford, Connecticut: 1977) .  
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

CONNECTICUT J U V E N I L E  COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3 courts. 6 judges 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency .................................................... 1,314 
Dependency and neglect ......................................... 378 - 

13,709 
743 

14,021 
779 

I ,  002 
342 - 

Total juvenile .................................................. 1,692 14 ,452  14,800 1,344 

Grand total ...................................................... 1,692 14,452 14,800 1,344 

bldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Juvenile Court 1976 (Hartford, Connecticut: 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1977).  Statistics are from 

I 
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Delaware court system, 1976 
~ ~ _ _ _  ~~ 

SUPREME COURT 
3 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Final appellate jurisdiction. 

COURT OF CHANCERY (3) 
3 chancellors 
Jurisdiction: - Exclusive jurisdiction over all equity 
cases. Corporate cases, real property 
disputes, commercial matters, 
contractual matters, guardianships. 
trusls, estaies. 

NQ jury trials. 

~~ 

SUPERIOR COURT (3) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Original civil (except equity) jurisdiction. 
Exclusive jurisdiction over adoptions and 
termination of parental rights and 
involuntaw commitments of mentallv ill. 
Divorces. 

felony jurisdiction. 
- Original criminal jurisdiction. Exclusive 

Appeals on record from Court of Common 
Pleas and administrative agencies. 

Appeals de novo from other counties. 
Jury trials. 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (3) . .  
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
I Civil actions under $5,000. - Misdemeanors (except drugs) outside 
Wilmington. t 

N O  jury trials in New Castle. 
Jury trials in Kent and Sussex. 

JUSTICES OF THE 
PEACE COURT (1 5) 1 

I- ~ 53 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $1,500. 
- Minor misdemeanors, motor vehicle cases 
(except felonies). Committing magistrate. 
No criminal jurisdiction in Wilmington. 

Jury trials in landlord/tenant cases only. 

17 aldermen 
Jurisdiction: 

Non-support. 
Separate maintenance 

FAMILY COURT (31 . .  
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Support, divorce, annulment, separate 
maintenance, custody. - Child corruption, intrafamily crimes 
(excluding felonies). - Dependency and neglect, deliquency. 
Juvenile traffic violations. 

No jury trials. 

:OURT (1 4) 

- Minor civil actions in some court - Minor misdemeanors Municip, 
ordinance violations Committing 
magistrate in some courts Trafflc 
offenses, parking violations 

No jury trials 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
OF WILMINGTON 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanor, traffic, municipal 
ordinance violations, preliminary 
hearings in Wilmington only. 

No jury trials. 1 

Indicates route of appeal. 
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DELAWARE SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

3 justices 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ........................................................ 139 
Criminal ..................................................... 94 
Total appeals1 ................................................ 233 

- 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... (j) 

Total other cases ............................................. (j) 
Bequests to appeal ........................................... _li2 

172 
110 
282 

186 
100 
286 
- 

..................................................... Total cases 233 335 282 286 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

kxplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976, 1977 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington. Delaware: 1976, lY77). 
All matters reported by the Court are classified as civil or criminal appeals. 

Data are reported quarterly; calendar year 1976 was computed from the two fiscal year reports. 

DELAWARE SUPERIOR COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

3 counties, 11 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

- --- 
End 

pending Filed Disposed 

Child: 
La": 

Property rights: 
Complaints ................................................... 
Mortgages and mechanic's liens ............................... 
Divorce ...................................................... 
Adoption and termination ..................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Miscellaneous ................................................ 
Involuntary commitments ...................................... 

Total ......................................................... 

Domestic relations: 

Other civil: 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald: 
Pelooylmisdemeamr: 

Criminal3 .................................................... 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Total criminal .................................................. 

X 

X 

1,1121 
176l 

1,288 

X 

X 

3,963 

01 
- 

1,593l 
0- 
1,593 

1,927 

636  

1,370a 
395 

1,765 

554 

607 
531 
- 
4.935 

3,7861 
0- 
3,786 

1,370 

572 

2, 390a 
407 

2.797 

493 

526 

5,265 

331 
- 

4,022 
2 
4,022 

X 

X 

9Z1 
1641 
256 

X 

X 

3,633 

201 
- 

1,357l 
LlL 
1,357 

Grand total ...................................................... 5,556 8,721 9.287 4,990 

- Trialdi Criminal dispositions 
Non- ur Total Plea ................................. 2,294 

C r i m i M l  .......... %i m1 Trial conviction ..................... 327 
Acquittal ............................ 91 
Dismissal ............................ 72 
Nolle.prosequi ....................... 1,148 
_I 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
aCourt jurisdiction: 

Divorces filed and disposed are for a 5-month period only (July 1975 through November 1975). Jurisdiction for these cases was 
transferred to Family Court beginning December 1975. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, transfer, appeal, or reinstatement. 

A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

CrimiMl trial figures are for a 6-month period only (January 1 through June 30, 1976). 

A defendant 
with a consecutively numbered series of informations, appeals, or transfers filed on the same day would be counted as one defendant. 

ioata are not complete: 

unavailable. 
Figures for the previous 6 months are 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

'Special source or revision in data: 
Criminal cases include appeals that are tried de novo. 

Figure was corrected by the administrative office of the courts during an audit for preparation of the 1977 Annual Report of the Delaware 
Judiciary. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciaq (Wilmington, Delaware: 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during 
verification by the administrative office of the courts. 

1976). Statistics 
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DELAYARE COURT OF CHANCERY 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 c o u n t i e s ,  3 c h a n c e l l o r s  
J u l y  1. 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 

P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l d :  
Probate  : 

E s t a t e s  ...................................................... 3,147 
Guardians f o r  minors ......................................... 1,009 
Guardians f o r  i n f i r m  ......................................... 519 
T r u s t s  ....................................................... 1,869 
Other m a t t e r s  ................................................ 262 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 6,806 
Henta l  h e a l t h :  

Other c i v i l :  
Trus tees  f o r  menta l ly  ill .................................... 151 

c a s e d  ....................................................... 2 

1,634 
190 
129 

133l  
158 

2 ~ 244 

12 

408 

1,846l 
134 

51 
155 
1011 

2,287 

3 

389 - 

2,935 
1 ,065  

597 

294l 
1,872 

6,763 

160 

649 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 7,587 2,664 2,679 7,572 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 7,587 2,664 2,679 7,572 

s o l d f a c e  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  

X x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  
A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  the  f i l i n y  of B p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

Cases inc lude  c o r p o r a t e  cases, e q n i t y ,  r e a l  p roper ty  d i s p u t e s  (boundar ies  and t i t l e ) ,  commercial m a t t e r s ,  c o n t r a c t u a l  m a t t e r s ,  Delaware's  
"Sunshine Law," e t c .  Corpora te  n a t t e r s  t a k e  up t h e  bulk of t i m e .  

l S p e c i a l  source  or r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  
Figure was c o r r e c t e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s  dur ing  an  a u d i t  f o r  prepara t ion  of t h e  =Annual Report  of t h e  Delaware 

J u d i c i a r y .  

Source: D i r e c t o r ,  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  1976 Annual Report of t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). S t a t i s t i c s  
are fraio t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except t : t i t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and r e v i s i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  c o u r t s .  

DELAWARE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

3 c o u r t s .  5 judges  
J u l y  1, 1975 t o  June  30, 1976 

P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civ i ld :  
Auto t o r t  ...................................................... 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Criminald : 

Hisdemeanor: 
C r i n i n a l  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i lo ina l  .................................................. 

Y 
X 

2,056 

- 

827 

427 

- 

334 
3,020 

3,354 

X 
x 

3,244 

- 

5,762 5,645 

5,762 5,645 

x 
X 

2,166 

- 

944 

944 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 2,883 9,116 8,889 3,110 

Jury t r i a l a d  
Cr imina l  .......... 75 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Jury  t r i a l s  a r e  not handled i n  t h e  6ew Castle County Court of Common Pleas ;  j u r y  t r i a l s  are held i n  Kent and Sussex Counties.  I f  a ju ry  

demand is  made i n  New C a s t l e  County, t h e  case is t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Super ior  Court. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  01: u n i t  of count :  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted with t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of charges.  
A j u r y  t r ia l  i s  counted when t h e  jury  i s  sworn. 

Source: D i r e c t o r ,  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  1976 Annual Report  of t h e  Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Wilmingtan, Delaware: 1976). S t a t i s t i c s  
a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  - 
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DELAWARE FAMILY COURTa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3 conrts. 11 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Civild: 
Domestic relations: 

Other civil: 
Divorce and annulmentsa ...................................... 
AdultsJ ...................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 
Traffic--juvenile ............................................ 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile : 
Delinquency .................................................... 
Total juvenile .................................................. 

54j 1,899 

1.735 8,6231 

I ,  789 10,522 

986 969 

8,6481 1,710 

9,632 2,679 

266 

234 1,612 1,580 266 

- 234 1,612 1,580 

2,166 

2,166 

9,8231 9,6091 2,380 

9,8231 9,609l 2,380 

Grand total ...................................................... 4,189 21,957 20,821 5,325 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Divorce and annulment cases were transferred to the jurisdiction of the Family Court after November 1975; therefore, these figures reflect 
filings beginning December 1. 1975. 

dCase definition o r  unit of count: 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or  complaint. 

The beginning pending figure for divorce and annulments is the number pending on December 1, 1975. 
The adults category includes both civil and criminal cases. In New Castle County, adult criminal informations represented 16.72 of the 
total adult civil and criminal actions handled by that court. Civil and criminal breakdowns were not available for the other two courts. 

lSpecia1 source or revision in data: 
Other c i v i l  and delinquency filed and disposed figures were corrected by the administrative office of the courts during an audit for 
preparation of the 1977 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by 
the administrative office of the courts. 

WNICIPAL COURT OF WlLnINGTON, DELAWARE 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

I eourc. 3 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 

Criminald : 
Other criminal: 
Criminal] .................................................... 678 8,754 8.979 453 

Total criminal .................................................. 678 8,754 8,979 453 

- 

- Traffic: - - - 
Total traffic ................................................... 485 12,265 12.235 515 

Grand total ...................................................... 1,163 21,019 21,214 968 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or  unit of count: 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

Criminal cases include misdemeanor cases, ordinance violations, and preliminary hearings. 

source: Director, Administrative Office of the 
are from the annual report except that 

Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

(Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). Statistics 
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DELAUARE ALDERMAN'S COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

14 courts. 17 aldermen 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 
Small claims: 
Other ........................................................ 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald: 
Nisdemeanor : 

Criminal ..................................................... 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Grand total ...................................................... 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 3421 NIA 

- N/A 3421 __ - 

- N/A N/A 1,105i N/A 
N/A N/A 1, 105i N/A 

- __ - - 
N/A N/A 11,4971 N/A 

N/A N/A 13, 503i N/A 
~ ~~~~~~~~~~ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N / A  - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition o r  complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

iData are not complete: 
Disposed figures are minimums because breakdowns in some courts are unavailable. In addition, the disposed column does n o t  sum to the *rand 
total figure because of the lack of breakdown in SDIOT courts. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by 
the administrative office of the courts. 

DELAWARE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 5  courts, 5 3  justices of the peace 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

- civild: - - __ 
Tots1 civil ..................................................... 3,988 13,841 13,UOl 4,828 

CrizXblZkld : 
Hisdemeanor: 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Felony preliminary ............................................. 
Other criminal: 
Fishlgane .................................................... 
Other ........................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

_. 

16,3251 
1,186 

1,536 
3.471 

5,007 

22.518 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

__ 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

- - __ - Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... X 62,781 X X 

Grand total ..................................................... 4 , 5 5 4  9 9 , 1 4 0  98,3881 5,306l 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data f o r  this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition OK complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

jExplvnatian af data included in the category: 
Preliminary hearings were held in 2,170 of the misdemeanor cases. 

lSpecia1 source or  revision in data: 
Figure was corrected by the administrative office of the courts during an audit for preparation of the 1977 Annual Report of the Delaware 
Judiciary. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by 
the administrative office of the courts. 
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I 

District of Columbia court system, 1976 

I COURT OF APPEALS 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appeals from the Superior Court and 
certain District of Columbia agencies. I 

SUPERIOR COURT 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Unlimited civil jurisdiction. 

Family: domestic relations, mental 
health, intrafamily and neglect, 
probate. 

ordinance violations. 
- Felony, misdemeanor, traffic, 

- Family: juvenile. 
Jury trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. 4 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

9 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ x 346 
Criminal ..................................................... X 826 
Agency appeals ............................................... X 170 

1,342 
- - 

Total appeals3 ................................................ 1,103fh 

X X 
X X 
X X __ 

1,197 1,248" 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Xsciplinary ............................................... 0 27 27 0 

Requests t o  appeal ........................................... 3 (j) 
Total other cases ............................................. 0 27 

Total cases ..................................................... l,103fh 1,369 1,224 1,24Eh 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 
Procedural notions ........................................... 0 
Substantive motions .......................................... 0 
Total ......................................................... 0 - 

5,628 
1,737 
7,365 

5,628 
1,737 
7,365 

0 
0 
0 - 

Total other proceedings .......................................... 0 7,365 7,365 0 

Manner of disposition Time interval (average days) 
Ir'ritten opinion ............. 307 Notice of appeal to filing of record ..................................... 82 
Judgment .................... 373 Filing of record until briefing is completed ............................. 122 
By order .................... 517 Completed briefing to argument ........................................... 101 

Argument to decision ..................................................... 121 
Notice of appeal to decision .............................................. 432 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the RCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known t o  be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure f o r  the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

JExplunation of data included in the category: 
Pending figure was estimated from bar graphs presented in annual report. 

Appeals include appeals and petitions for review. 

Source: Joint Committee and Executive Officer, 1976 Annual Report (Washington, D.C.). Statistics are from the annual report except that total8 
have been computed where necessary. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SUPERIOR a)URTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court. 44 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civil% 
Law: 
Civil jury ................................................... 
Civil non-jury ............................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Small claims ................................................... 
Property rfghts: 
Landlord and telldllt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ....... 

Domestic relations: 
Divorce ...................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Paternity .................................................... 
Reciprocal support ........................................... 
Intrafanily .................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Decedents' estates ........................................... 
Minors' estates .............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Judicial petitions ........................................... 
Civil tax .................................................... 
Criminal tax ................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Auditorlnaster division ...................................... 
Habeas corpus ................................................ 

Support ...................................................... 

Probate: 

Rental health: 

Administrative: 

Other civil: 

Extraordinary writs: 

'Total civil ..................................................... 

3,113 
574 

1,955 

444 

3,963 
168 
359 
584 
975 
482f 

6,531f 

3,687 

NIA 
NIA 
N I A  

70 

103 
28 
131 

296 

25 

13,13gfi 

3,657 
1,780 
5,437 
38,044 

114,408 

3,990 
388 
406 
242 

818 
6,731 

2,416 
152 

2.568 

760 

68 
56Zk 
630 

1,475 

6 

170,059 

a87 

- 

2,840 
1,225 
4,065 
37,936 

114,564 

3,122 
346 
370 
150 
983 
795 

5,766 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

3,930 
1,129 
5,059 
2,063 

288 

4,831 
210 
395 
676 
879 
505 

7,496 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

726 104 

53 
68 
121 

118 
522 
640 

1,438 333 

5 26 - - 
164,621i 16,O0gi 

(continued on next page) 



D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Super ior  Court  (cont inued)  

QidMld:  
Felony ......................................................... 2,008 4,227 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 3,299 14,429 

Major t r i a b l e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia c a s e s  ..................... 12 117 
Other District of Columbia cases .............................. 225 3,060 

Pre l iminary  hear ings  ......................................... 243 8,073 

S p e c i a l  o p e r a t i o n s 1  .......................................... 45 2,050 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 5,832 31,956 

Ordiuance v i o l a t i o n s :  

Tota l  ......................................................... 237 3,177 
Felony pre l iminary :  

Ext raord inary  writs:, 

r r a f f  i c  : 
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  

Major t r i a b l e  t r a f f i c  ........................................ 1,209 
Other  t r a f f i c  ................................................ 3,078 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 4,287 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 4,287 

4,297 
93,606 
97,903 

97,903 

Juveni le :  
Delioqueney .................................................... 1,618 6,236 
Dependency a d  neglect: 

S t a t u s  offenses:  
Neglect ...................................................... 225f 565 

Person in need of supervision ................................ 1 2 4 3  590 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 1.967f 7,391 

Grand t o t a l  ......................................... 
T r i a l d  - 

Non-jury Total 
C i v i l m  ......... 230 164 394 
Cr imina l  ....... 1,167 742 1,909 
T r a f f i c  ........ 36 905 941 

T o t a l  ........... 1,433 1,811 3,244 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
G u i l t y  p l e a  ............. 6,040 
Dismissed ............... 3,063 
Nol le  prosequi  .......... 11,693 
No paper ................ 3,852 
Transfer  r u l e  105 ....... 11 
Absconded ............... 1,999 
S e c u r i t y  f o r f e i t  ........ 9,367 
Otherm .................. 58,357 

4,759 
14,305 

95 
3,073 
3,168 

8,139 

2,04! 

32.418 

4,052 
91,271 
95,323 

95,323 

7,036 

609 

609 

8,254 

1,476 
3,2218 

34 

2828 

177 

48 

2488 

5.2048 

1,454 
5,413 

6,867 

6,867 

818 

181 

105h 

1,104 

.............. 25,225f i  307,309 300.616i 29,184i 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  
S e t t l e d  out  of c o u r t  ......... 1,745 
Dismissed before  t r i a l  ....... 690 
Removed from c a l e n d a r  ........ 199 
S e t t l e d  a t  p r e t r i a l  or  
t r i a l  conference  ............ 585 

Summary judgment ............. 37 
Se t t lement  ................... 71 

Crfmloa l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
G u i l t y  p l e a  ........... 6,789 
Dismissed ............. 1.511 
Nol le  prosequi  ........ 5,888 
No paper .............. 6,393 
Transfer  r u l e  105 ..... 427 
Absconded ............. 2,112 
Mental o b s e r v a t i o n  .... 149 
S e c u r i t y  f o r f e i t  ...... 571 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  - This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  data are unavai lab le .  

aCourt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Super ior  Court  d a t a  a r e  d isp layed  accord ing  t o  c a s e  types ,  not c o u r t  d i v i s i o n s  as t h e y  e x i s t  in t h e  Super ior  Court. 

C i v i l  Div is ion  handles  c i v i l  j u r y ,  c i v i l  non-jury, smal l  c la ims ,  and l a n d l o r d  and t e n a n t  c a s e s .  Family Div is ion  handles  d ivorce ,  adopt ion ,  
p a t e r n i t y ,  suppor t ,  r e c i p r o c a l  suppor t ,  i n t r a f a m i l y ,  j u d i c i a l  p e t i t i o n s ,  habeas corpus ,  delinquency, n e g l e c t ,  and person i n  need of 
s u p e r v i s i o n  cases .  Probate  D i v i s i o n  handles  decedents '  e s t a t e s  and minors '  e s t a t e s  cases .  Tax D i v i s i o n  handles  c i v i l  t a x  and c r i m i n a l  
t a x  cases .  Criminal Div is ion  handles  all c r i m i n a l  and t r a f f i c  cases. 

dense d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case is counted when i t  i s  placed on t h e  c a l e n d a r  ( h a s  reached i s s u e ) .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  or complaint.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r ia l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  dec is ion .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year.  
gChange in pending does not  e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

hFigure was computed: 

bats are not  complete:  

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

F i g u r e s  a r e  as r e p o r t e d  in t h e  annual  r e p o r t .  

End pending f i g u r e  was computed from beginning pending, f i l e d ,  and d isposed  da ta .  

T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand  t o t a l  pending and d isposed  do not  i n c l u d e  e s t a t e  cases. E s t a t e  c a s e s  a r e  inc luded  in t h e  f i l i n g  f i g u r e s .  

S p e c i a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  f u g i t i v e  from j u s t i c e  compla in ts ,  writs of habeas corpus ,  ou t  of state wi tnesses ,  and show cause  of contempt 

Persons  i n  need of s u p e r v i s i o n  beginning p e n d h g  f i g u r e  is t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  1975. 

The 562 C r i m i M l  t a x  cases f i l e d  i n d i c a t e  t h e  number of charges  brought a g a i n s t  51  i n d i v i d u a l s  and organiza t ions .  

C i v i l  t r ia ls  and c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  f o r  l a w  cases only. 
Other t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  defendants  whose cases a r e  in t h e  t r a f f i c  summons s t a g e  i n  accordance wi th  procedures o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  T r a f f i c  

proceedings.  

kAdditiona1 informat ion:  

mcategor ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n s  type  or t r i a l  d a t a :  

V i o l a t i o n  Not ice  Systems. 

source :  J o i n t  Committee and Execut ive  Off icer  
have been computed where necessary.  

1976 Annual Report  (Washington, D.C.). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  

1 8 9  



Constitut 
Death pel 
Bond vali 

Florida court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Civil and criminal appeals and writs of certiorari 
from lower courts, agencies, and commissions. - Direct appeals on constitutional questions, death 
penalty, bond validation, and cases of great 
public interest. 

I DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL (41 I . .  
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil and criminal appeals and writs of certiorari 

31 question. 
Y. 

from Circuit Courts, agencies, and commissions. on. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) I 273 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Actions at law over $2.500. Domestic relations, 

probate, guardianship, mental health, equity. 
-Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo or on record 
Jury trials. I 

MUNfClPAL COURT I 
Jurisdiction: - Municipal ordinance violations. Traffic. 
No lury trials. 

COUNTY COURT (67) 
164 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Actions at law under $2,500, small claims. - Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, felony 

Jury trials. 
preliminaries. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

B 

190 



PWRIDA SUPBEKE COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

7 justices 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other cases :  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
Habeas corpus  .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ................................................ 
F l o r i d a  Bar ( d i s c i p l i n a r y )  ................................. 
C e r t i f i e d  q u e s t i o n s  ........................................ 
Hoard of bar examiners ..................................... 
Other ...................................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Requests t o  appea l :  

Wri t s  of c e r t i o r a r i  from: 
District Court  of Appeal ................................. 
c i r c u i t  C O U K t  ............................................ 
I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  Commission .......................... 
Publ ic  Serv ice  C o m i s s i o n  ................................ 
Other .................................................... 

Tota l  ..................................................... 
T o t a l  ocher c a s e s  ............................................. 

- 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

- 
285 

288 
76 
28 
97 
15 
54 
69 

62 7 

1,089 
10 

179 
22 

2 

1,929 
1,302 

- 
278 

281 
78 
22 

107 
I1  
60 
67 

626 

1,225 
10 

210 
38 

3 
1,486 
2,112 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

1,159 2,214 2,390 983 

133 64h 

64h 504 435 133 

- 435 - 504 - - 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Wri t ten  opin ion  .............. 274 
Per curiam ................... 141 
D i s p o s i t i o n  by o r d e r  ......... 1,975 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X * The d a t a  f a r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  

Source: S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  1976 (Tal lahassee ,  F l o r i d a ) .  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  

c 
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FLORIDA DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

4 d i s t r i c t s ,  20 judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases:  
Appeals ........................................................ X 7,931 7,392 X - 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. X 7,931 7,392 x - 
Other cases :  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O t h e r , o r i g i n a l  writs ....................................... X 
OtherJ ..................................................... X 

T o t a l  ....................................................... X 

C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................. X 
T o t a l  o t h e r  ca8es ............................................. X 

Requests to appea l :  
- 

612 
54 
666 

532 
1,198 
- 

484 
19 
503 

285 
788 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 5, 1lBh 9,129 8,180 6,067 

Other proceedings: 
Kehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 369h 1,381 1,366 384 

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 369h 1,381 1.366 384 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Wri t ten  opin ion  ..................... 1,311 
Per curiam .......................... 3,823 
Voluntary d i s m i s s a l  (appea l )  ......... 1,256 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X * The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

hFisure  was computed: 

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Source: S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  1976 ( T a l l a h a s s e e ,  F l o r i d a ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  

'"Other" ca tegory  i n c l u d e s  r e i n s t a t e d  appea ls  and c e r t i f i e d  ques t ions .  

e x r ~ n r  fhnf fotal .  have heen m n m t e d  where nerassarv. 

FLORIDA CIRCUIT  COURT^ 
Court  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 c i r c u i t s .  273 judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 
End 

F i l e d j  Disposedj pendingk 

Civ i ld :  
Auto t o r t 2  ..................................................... 
Non-auto t o r t :  

A l l  o t h e r  negl igence3  ........................................ 
Xedical m a l p r a c t i c e j  ......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Aegligence.] .................................................. 
Contrac ts  and indebtedness  ................................... 
Eminent domain ............................................... 
Landlord and tenant  .......................................... 
Kea1 proper ty  ................................................ 
Replevin--liens--foreclosuresj ............................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
D i s s o l u t i o n  and annulment .................................... 
Support  and custody.] ......................................... 
Adoption1 .................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Probate3  ..................................................... 
Guardianship ................................................. 
T r u s t s  j ...................................................... 
Other p r o b a t e j  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Mental health.]  ............................................... 
Maker Act and Myers Actj ..................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Bond v a l i d a t i a ? j  ............................................. 
Tax l i t i g a t i o n . ]  .............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Other complaints.]  ............................................ 
Other petit!ons3 ............................................. 
Other c i v i l . ]  ................................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Bxtraord ioary  writs: 

Habeas c o r p u s j  ............................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Xedical m a l p r a c t i c e  c a s e s  l i t i g a t e d  in c o u r t j  ................ 
U n c l a s s i f i e d  , t o r t :  

c o o t r a c t :  

Proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Mortgage forcciasuresj  ....................................... 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Uniform Reciproca l  Enforcement Support  A c t j  .................. 
Probate :  , 

Mental h e a l t h :  , 

Adminis t ra t ive :  

Other  c i v i l :  , 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

x 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

1,261 

X - 
229,856 

9,629 

3,344 
408 
99 

3,851 

12,616 

28,324 

1,741 
158 

8,332 
9,672 
1,072 
20.975 

75,681 
9,663 
7.677 
2 ; 968 
95,989 

30,423 
4,048 
1,013 
1,292 
36,776 

5,982 
4,909 
10,891 

57 
102 
159 

4,702 
2,569 
15,395 
22.666 

833 

420 

243,129 

- 

7,728 

2,783 
207 
51 

3,041 

10,862 

26,638 

918 
160 

8,185 
9,151 
966 

19,380 

78,334 
6,885 
6,439 
2,384 
94,042 

34,185 
2,192 
643 

1,237 
38,257 

6,642 

11,742 

62 
60 

122 

3.904 

5,100 

2;282 
15,580 
21,766 

4741 

343 - 
234,395i 

(Continued on 

N/A 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N / A  
N I A  
R I A  
N I A  

NIA 
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N l A  
NIA 
NIA 
N I A  
NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

next page) 
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Florida Circuit Court (continued) 

Eriminald: 
Felony: 
Criminal categories .......................................... 52,097 65 ,799  

Appeals ........................................................ 145 367 

Total criminal .................................................. 52,242 66 ,166  

Juvenile: 
Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency and neglect: 
Dependency3 .................................................. 
Dependency change OK modificationj ........................... 
Terminate dependencyj ........................................ 

Total ......................................................... 
Children in need of supervision1 ............................. 
Violation of or modify probation3 ............................. 
Violation of or modify supervision3 .......................... 
Terminate probationj ......................................... 
Terminate supervision1 ....................................... 
Other (January to June) ...................................... 
Other (July to December) ..................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

Status offenses: 

Other jwenile: 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X - 

20,767 

38 ,613  

13,308 
92 I 
144 

14 ,373  

9 

1 ,459  
78 

2,180 
852 
974 

5 ,839  

64,377 

63 ,856  
311 

63.8871 

37,790 

11,398 
876 
143 

12.417 

61 

1,372 
83 

2,163 
843 
912 

5 ,724  

61,365 

NIA 
N/A 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
N/A 
NIA 

NIA 

NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... 302,865 373,672 359,6471 N/A 

J U ~ Y  trialdk 
Civil ................. 2,314 
Criminal .............. 3,564 
Total .................. 5,878 

Crintnal dispositions 
Plea ........................ 31,422 
Total convicted ............. 34,131 
Acquittedldismissed ......... 3 ,813  

Civil dispositions 
Final judgmentlorder ...... 129,445 
Dismfssed/settled 
out of court .............. 64,969 

Time interval" (average weeks) 
Civil Criminal Jwepile - - -  

Filing to termination: - Jury trial ............. 61.9 27.6 

No triallhearing ....... 46.6 20.2 5.4 
Guilty plea ............ - 22.0 

Non-jury triallhearing . 23.6 28.7 6.5 

-- - 18.6 No plea ................ - 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. - - Not applicable. 
bparticular court or reporting system information: 

\i Two different reporting systems were used durina 1976. one between January and June and another between July and December. The first system 
counted supplemental-filings and dispositions-in addition to original Filings and dispositions. 
filings and dispositions. 

Ihe secohd system counted only origik 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the inrroduction of any evidence occurs. 

Appeals disposed are for January to June only. Appeals filed are for the entire year. 

Filed and disposed include original and supplemental cases for January to June. 
Auto tort and all other negligence data were collected for January to June. Medical malpractice, medical malpractice litigated in court, 

Mortgage foreclosures, replevin--liens-foreclosures, adoption, bond violation, tax litigation, and habeas corpus data are for January to 
Data for July to December are contained in the all-inclusive '"other" category classified as other civil. 

Support and custody case data were collected for January to June and URESA case data were collected for July to December. 
Trusts and other probate are listed by category for January to June only. These cases are included in the probate category for July to 

Mental health data were collected for January to June. 

Other complaints and other petitions data are for January to June. 
Dependency termination and change or modification cases were separated from other dependency cases for the January to June period only. 

Children in need of supervision, violation of or modify probation, violation of or modify SUpeNiSiOn, terminate probation, and terminate 

iData are not complete: 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Only original cases were counted for July to December. 

and negligence data were collected for July to December. 

June only. 

December. 

were collected for July to December. 
Baker Act (relating to mental health) and Myers Act (relating to alcoholism) cases 

Other civil data are for July to December. 

These cases were counted as dependency for July to December. 

supervision data are for January to June only. 
as other juvenile. 

kAddi tional inf ormatian: 

Data for July to December are contained in the all inclusive "other" category classified 

End pending figures were not computed because the change in reporting systems made it inappropriate. 
Non-jury trials were not collected for July to December. There were 17,874 civil and 648 criminal non-jury trials from January through 

June. 
"Time interval or age of pending data: 

Time interval data are for January to June only. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Judicial System Statistical Report, 1976 (Tallahassee. Florida). Statistics are f r m  the annul report and 
unpublished sources except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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FLORIDA COUNTY COURTb 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 counties, 164 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

pendingk 
Beginning 
pending 

Civild: 
hW: 
Summary procedurej ........................................... 130,325 180,651 184,557 N I A  

Total ......................................................... 155,619 222,233 223,253 NIA 
Other civilj ................................................. 25,294 41,582 38,696 N/A 

Total civil ..................................................... 155,619 222,233 223,253 NIA 

Criminald: 
Hisdemeanor .................................................... 124,287 
Ordinance violations: 
Municipal ordinance .......................................... 2,792 

Total ......................................................... 7,214 
County ordinance ............................................. 4,422 

Felony pre1imiwry.l ............................................ 15,347 

177,628 

8,420 
5,794 

14,214. 
-3 

152,581 

7.209 
5;310 

12,519, 
2 0 , 8 0 3 3  

Total criminal .................................................. 146,848 213,873 185,903 

Grand total ...................................................... 302,467 436,106 409,156 N I A  

JUCY trialdk Civil dispositions 
Civil ............ 62 Final judgment .................... 105,221 
aiminal ......... 1,986 Dismissallsettled out of court .... 113,454 
Total ............. 2,048 

Time interval" (average weeks) 
Civil Criminal - -  

Filing to termination: 
Jury trial .......... 53.3 15.4 
Non-fury trial ...... 16.6 13.5 
No trial ............ 29.8 9.2 
Guilty pleas ........ - 7.5 
No pleas ............ - 11.2 

Criminal dispositions 
Misdemeanor and ordinance violations: 
Plea ............................. 91,133 
Total conviction ................. 98,606 
Acquittedldismissed .............. 23,772 

Charge reduced ................... 16,744 

Bound over after hearing ......... 840 
Bound over hearing waived ........ 2,067 
Jurisdiction terminated .......... 1,068 

Felony prelimiuarymi 

Dismissed ........................ 54 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
KIA - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. - - Not applicable. 
bParticular court or recording system information: 

Two different reporting systems were used during 1976, one for January to June and one for July to December. The first system counted 
supplemental filings and dispositions in addition to original filings and dispositions. 
and dispositions. 

The second system counted only original filings 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Filed and disposed include original and supplemental cases far January to June. 
Sucmary procedure cases are those involving $0 to $1,500 in damages. 
Other civil casea are those involving $1,500 to $2,500 and nonmonetary civil cases. 
Felony preliminaries were counted only for January to June. 

End pending figures were not computed because the change i n  reporting systems made it inappropriate. 
Non-jury trials were not counted for July to December. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Only original cases were counted for July to December. 

These cases were no longer counted by the County Court after July 1, 1976. 
kAdditional information: 

For the period January to June, there were 16,460 civil non-Jury trials and 4,153 
criminal non-jury trials. 

mCategories €or disposition type or trial data: 

"Time interval or age of pending data: 
lePooy preliminary dispositions are for January to June only. 

Time interval data are for January to June only. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Judicial System Statistical Report, 1976 (Tallahassee, Florida). Statistics are from the annual report and 
unpublished sources except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

FLORIDA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January I, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the Municipal Courts during 1976. These courts were phased out over a 3year period and were 
eliminated as of January 3, 1977. 

194 



Georgia court system, 1976 
SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over cases of constitutional 
issue, title to land, validity of and construction 
of wills, habeas corpus, extraordinary remedies, 
convictions of capital felonies, equity. divorce, 
alimony. - Certified questions and certiorari from Court of 
Appeals. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over lower courts in cases 

Capital felonies. r 
Constitutional issue. 
Title to land, 
wills, equity, divorce. 

in which the Supreme Court has no exclusive 
appellate jurisdiction. 

COUNTY 
COURT (4) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors. 
Jury trials. 

- 4 
SUPERIOR COURT (42) 
88 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive divorceJitle to land, and equity 
jurisdiction. Law. 

- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. Misde-, 
meanors, felony preliminaries. - Juvenile (if no juvenile court). 

. 

Jury trials. Ir- 
JUVENILE 
COURT (35) 
35 judges, Superior Court 
judges serve in counties 
with no juvenile court. 
Jurisdiction: - Dependent, neglected, 
delinquent juveniles. 

SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT (49) 

JUSTICE OF THE I PEACE COURT 
I z1700 judgeships I 1 I 49judges 

Jurisdiction: - Contracts. tort, or 
conversion under $200. 

- Issue warrants and act as 
Court of Inquiry. 

A 

I Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $500 I (varies to $1 .OOO1. 

I - ‘Committing magistrate. 

Jury trials. 

issues criminal warrants. . 

PROBATE COURT (1 59) 
159 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Exclusive jurisdiction in probate of wills, 
administration of estates, appointment of 
guardians, issuance of lunacy wmmis- 
sions. and issuance of marriage licenses. 

I 
-Traffic in some counties. 
- Truancy in some counties. 
No jury trials. 

I Indicates route of appeal 

STATE COURT (64) 
74 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Civil law cases. 
- Misdemeanors, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

1 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT (4) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil law and landlord- 
tenant cases (amount 
varies). 

- Misdemeanors and 
preliminary hearings in 
2 courts. 

Jury trials in civil cases. 

MAGISTRATE’S 
COURT (2) 
2 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and landlord- 
tenant under $1,000 in 
Clarke County. 

- Felony preliminaries, 
misdemeanor guilty 
pleas. 

County. 
Jury trials in Clarke 

No jury trials in Glynn 
County 1 

RECORDER’S COURT, MAYOR’S COURT, 
CRIMINAL COURT, MUNICIPAL COURT, 
CITY COUNCIL COURT, POLICE COURT (*410) 
Jurisdiction 
. Ordinance violations, traffic, felony preliminaries 
Yo jury trials 
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GEORGIA SUPREME COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

7 justices 
J u l y  1, 1975 t o  June  30. 1976 - 

End 
pendingj  F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 217 
Cr imina l  ..................................................... 102 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 319 
- 

Other  cases: 
Reques ts  t o  a p w a l :  

Appl ica t ions  for c e r t i o r a r i  ................................ 58 
Appl ica t ions  (habeas carpus)  ............................... 27 
Appl ica t ions  f o r  i n t e r l o c u t o r y  appea l  ...................... 1 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 86 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 86 

- 

591 
242 
833 
- 

348 
161 

91 
600 
600 
- 

582 1918 
280 7 9g 

2706 - 
862 

316 
144 
82 

542 
542 
- 

90 
4Zg 

141g 
9g 

1416 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... 405 1,433 1,404 411g 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
W r i t t e n  opin ion  ............ 801 
Orders ..................... 257 
Transfer  ................... 65 
Withdrawal ................. 43 
Dismissed .................. 12 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

8Change i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

JExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  
F igures  a r e  as repor ted  i n  t h e  unpublished da ta .  

Pending c a s e  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  a p p e a l s  t h a t  had been docketed ,  bu t  were not ready f o r  d e c i s i o n  ( they  were not  y e t  argued or  submi t ted) ,  as 
well a s  appea ls  t h a t  were ready  for  dec is ion .  There were 154 c i v i l  and 71 c r i m i n a l  beginning pending appea ls  and 124 c i v i l  and 51 
c r i m i n a l  end pending a p p e a l s  t h a t  were docketed but no t  ready f o r  dec is ion .  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  Supreme Court. 

GEORGIA COURT OF APPeALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

3 d i V i S i O M ,  9 juages  
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pendin8 F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ N I A  943 x N I A  
Criminal ..................................................... V I A  572 X N I A  
Agency appea ls  ............................................... N / A  76 X N / A  ................................................. 1,591 N/A 

- 
T o t a l  appea ls  1,530 (61Iek 

Other cases :  
O r i g i M l  proceedings ......................................... 
Bequests t o  appeal:  

Appl ica t ion  in i n t e r l o c u t o r y  m a t t e r  ........................ 0 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 0 

- 224 
224 

163 (61)e 
163 (61)e 

0 
0 
- 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... N t A  1,754 (61)e 1,754 ( 6 l F  N I A  

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  Time i n t e r v a l  (average  days)" 
Opinion .................. 1,336 Affirmed .................. 856 Xean 

Reversed .................. 242 Submission t o  d e c i s i o n  ............. 3 0 - E a y s  
Remanded .................. 40 
Dismissed w i t h  opin ion  .... 161 
Affirmed in p a r t  .......... 37 
Withdrawn ................. 255 

Boldface  headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  - Not enough informat ion  is known. The case ca tegory  may or may not be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
N/A - This  c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

%ases n o t  inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid  double counting: 
Appl ica t ions  i n  i n t e r l o c u t o r y  m a t t e r s  gran ted  are not counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  appea l  i s  d isposed  and a f i l i n g  i s  not  counted f o r  t h e  

appeal.  The g r a n t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  are t h e  numbers appear ing  i n  parentheses .  
kAddi t i o n a l  in format ion:  

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  f i l e d  i s  not  t h e  sum of t h e  f i l i n g s  fo r  t h e  r e p o r t e d  c a s e  c a t e g o r i e s .  The f i l i n g s  by cage tory  each i n c l u d e  some p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  61  granted  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f a r  i n t e r l o c u t o r y  matters. These 61 granted  a p p l i c a t i o n s  are not inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  appea ls  f i l e d .  

"Time i n t e r v a l  or age  of pending da ta :  
There is a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  provis ion  t h a t  a case must be decided  by t h e  Court  of Appeals e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  or second term a f t e r  submission. 

There  are t h r e e  terms a year.  This  provis ion  accounts  f a r  t h e  low average  time from submission t o  d e c i s i o n .  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  Court  of Appeals. 
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GEORGIA SUPERIOR COURTC~ 
Court of general jurisdiction 

42 circuits, 8 8  judges 
July 1, 1975 to Jlme 30, 1976 - 

End 
pending1 Filed Disposedi Beginni 

pendin? 
Civild: 
Domatic relations ............................................. X 48,902 45 ,080  X 

Civil general ................................................ X 38,231 30,454 X 

Total civil ..................................................... 50 ,903h  87 ,133  75 ,534  62 ,502  

Other civil: 
- - 

Criminald: 
Felony ......................................................... X 
Hisdemeanor .................................................... x - 

24 ,850  
18,112 

23 ,263  
16,959 

X 
X - 

Total criminal .................................................. X 42 ,962  40 ,222  x 

Total traffic ................................................... X 13,517 1 3 , 3 7 2  X 

Grand total ...................................................... 69,535111 143 ,612  129 ,128  84 ,0191  

M v i  1 f 

Triald 
9 Non-jury Total 

Domestic relations .................. 215 NIA N/A 
Other civil ......................... 1 , 3 7 9  NIA NIA 
Total ................................ 1 , 5 9 4  NfA NIA 

Felony .............................. 2 , 0 7 6  780 2 , 8 5 6  
Hisdemeanor ......................... 330 458 788 
Total ................................ 2 , 4 0 6  1 , 2 3 8  3 ,644  
Traffic ............................... 33 111 144 
Total .................................. 4 , 0 3 3  NIA NIA 

crimtnal: 

Civil dispositionsk 
Judgment: 
Domestic relations ... 37 ,478  
Other civil .......... 15 850  
Total ................. 53,328 
Damestic relations ... 7 ,387  

Total ................. 20 ,446  

Dismissal: 

other civil .......... 13,059 

Criminal dispositionsk 
Pleas: 
Felony ................. 15 ,494  
Misdemeanor ............ 7,334 
Total ................... 2 2 , 8 2 8  

Misdemeanor ............ 3 ,376  

Felony ................. 4 ,766  
Hisdemeanor ............ 
Total ................... 10 ,057  

Bond: 

Dismissal: 

Traffic dispositions 
Pleas .................... 3 ,634  
Bond ..................... 8 , 6 2 8  
Dismissal ................ 940 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA - This case is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
CJudge information: 

Superior Court judges handle juvenile cases in those counties without Juvenile Courts. These cases are included on the Juvenile Court 
GtatiStiCal profile. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the nmber of defendants on the indictment or accusation. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

Beginning pending figure represents only cases filed between July I ,  1 9 7 0 ,  and June 3 0 ,  1975 ,  that were not disposed prior to July 1, 1975.  
End pending and disposed figures represent only cases filed between July I ,  1970 ,  and June 3 0 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  that were disposed or still pending in 

hFigure was computed: 

IData are not complete: 

1976.  
kAdditional information: 

Trial. judgment, and dismissal categories do not equal total dispositions for civil and criminal cases because specific types of 
dispositions for some cases were unknown. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Third Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia); and unpublished data provided by the administrative office 
of the courts. 
revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of the courts. 

Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished date except that totals have been computed where necessary, and 



GEORGIA STATE COURT 
b u r r  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

64 c o u r t s ,  74 jw&es 
Julv 1. 1975 t o  June 30. 1976 - -  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

m i l d :  - - - - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N / A  87,472 69,920 N/A 

Criminald: 
nisdelneanor .................................................... N / A  6(1,701 N/A 

Tota l  c r i m r n a l  .................................................. N / A  60,443 60,701 N I A  

h a f  f i c  : - - - - 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A 147,204 136,727 N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 303,119 267,348 N / A  

T r i a l d  Civil d i s p o s i t i o n s k  Criminal d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Judgment ................. 50,361 P l e a  .................... 31,977 

Bond .................... 8,278 ............... Dismissal ................ 18,408 
Dismissa l  12,792 

c i v i l  1% % 5% 
6,985 7,654 ............... C r i m i n a l  ............ 669 

T r a f H c  ............. 211 11,132 11;343 
T o t a l  ................. 1,902 N/A N / A  T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Plea .................... 46,305 
Bond .................... 69,639 
Dismissal ............... 9,440 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
31.4 This c a s e  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  ind ic tment  or  accusa t ion .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted if t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  dec is ion .  

Since d a t a  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  type  of d i s p o s i t i o n  of  c i v i l  cases were not complete,  t h e  number of c i v i l  j u r y  t r ia ls ,  judgments, and d i s m i s s a l s  
h d d i t i o n a l  in format ion:  

does not equal  t h e  number of t o t a l  c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Thi rd  Annual Report  ( A t l a n t a ,  Georg ia) ;  and unpublished da ta .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  
r e p o r t  and unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and r e v i s i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by 
t h e  a d n i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s .  

GEORGIA PROBATE COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

159 c o u n t i e s .  159 judges 
July 1, 1975 t o  June 30. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l :  
P r o b a t e  ..................................................... N I A  

T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................. N/A 

- N/A N/A N/A 
N I A  N/A N I A  

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor ................................................. N / A  3,327 3,350 N/A - 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ............................................... N/A 3,327 3,350 K I A  

Traf f  LC: - - - - 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................ N t A  113,645 112,547 &/A 

Grand t o t a l  ................................................... N/A L 16, 97Zi 115,897i N/A 

T r i a l d  - 
Non-jury __ T o t a l  Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  .................... .................... Crimina l  ........ 0 42 42 P l e a  ..................... 1,187 P l e a  31,398 

Traffic ......... 4 1,108 1,112 Bond ..................... 1,816 Band 72,536 
T a t a l  ............ 4 1,150 1,154 Dismissal ................ 305 Dismissa l  ............... 7,501 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  This c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count  i s  t h e  number oE defendants  on t h e  ind ic tment  OK accusa t ion .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  dec is ion .  

Grand t o t a l  f i l e d  and d isposed  f i g u r e s  do not  inc lude  c i v i l  cases. 
iData are not complete: 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  T h i r d  Annual Report  ( A t l a n t a ,  Georgia);  and unpublished da ta .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the annual 
r e p o r t  and unpublished d a t a  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

198 



GEORGIA J U V ~ I L E   COURT^^ 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

35 courts .  35C judges 
July 1, 1975 t o  June 30. 1976 

End 
pending fl - pending F i l ed j  Disposedj 

T ra f f i c  : 
other t r a f f i c  violat ions:  

Juvenile t r a f f i c  ............................................. N I A  2,122- 1,964 N I A  - - 
Total t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A . .  2.122 1,964 N/A 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency .................................................... N I A  
Dependency and neglect: 

Deprived ..................................................... N I A  
Status  offenses: 

Other juvenile: 
Unruly ....................................................... N I A  . 

Special proceedings .......................................... N/A 

Total juvenile .................................................. N I A  
- 

17,850 

3,889 

6,237 

386 

28,362 

17,173 

4,166 

6,076 

312 

27,727 

- 

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NfA 30,484 29,691 N I A  

Boldface headings indicate  the c l a s s i f i ca t ions  used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is  handled by the C O U K t ,  but the data a re  unavailable. 

CJudge information: 
Superior Court judges handle juveni le  ca6es in those counties without a separate Juvenile Court. Those cases are included in t he  Juvenile 

Court t o t a l s .  
iData a re  not complete: 

hxplanat ion of data included i n  the Category: 
Data Were not avai lable  fo r  the Eastern, Rome, end Western Jud ic i a l  Circui ts .  

Filed and disposed f igures  a r e  cases in vhich formal pe t i t i ons  were f i l e d  and heard by Superior, State ,  or  Juvenile Court judges. 

Source: The Administrative Office of the Courts, Third Annual Report (Atlanta ,  Georgia). 
t o t a l s  have been comouted where necessarv. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a re  from the annual report  except t ha t  

GEORGIA COUNTY COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

4 COUKtS 
Ju ly  1. 1975 t o  June M, 1976 

There were no data  avai lable  f o r  cases handled in the County Court for  f i s c a l  year 1976. 

GEORGIA EIUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

4 courts ,  11 judges 
Ju ly  1. 1975 to  June 30, 1976 

There were no data  avai lable  for  cases  handled in the Municipal Court for  f i s c a l  year 1976. 

GEORGIA %ALL CLAIMS COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

4 9  courts ,  49 judges 
July 1. 1975 t o  June 30. 1976 

There were no data  avai lable  fo r  cases handled i n  the Small Claims Court f o r  f i s c a l  year 1976. 

GEORGIA NAGISTBATE'S COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

2 courts ,  2 magistrates  
Ju ly  1. 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 

There were no data  avai lable  f o r  cases handled i n  the Magistrate's Court for f i s c a l  year 1976. 

GEQRGIA JUSTICE OP TEE PUCE COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

Ju ly  1. 1975 t o  June 30. 1976 
z 1700 judgeships 

There were no data  avai lable  for  cases  handled i n  the Jus t i ce  of the Peace Court fo r  f i s c a l  year 1976. 

GEORGIA BECOBDEB'S COURT, MAYOR'S COURT, I(LRIIC1PAL COURT, 
CIM COITNCIL COURT, P o L m  COURT, ~ I H I N A L  COURT 

Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

Ju ly  1. 1975 t o  June 30. 1976 
%410 C O U K t S  

There were no data  avai lable  f o r  cases  handled in the  Recorder's Court, Mayor's Court, Municipal Court, City Council Court, Pol ice  Court, 
o r  Criminal court  fo r  f i s c a l  year 1976. 
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Hawaii court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Appeals from lower courts. 

LAND COURT' 
2 First Circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Matters involving legal title to fee simple 

land and easements. 

CIRCUIT COURT (4)' 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil matters over $500, 

~ Felonies, misdemeanor jury trials. 
.Juvenile. 
Jury trials. 

domestic relations, probate. 

Indicates route of appeal. t 

TAX APPEAL COURT 
2 First Circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Disputes between tax assessor and 

taxpayer. 

DISTRICT COURT (4)' 
16 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $5,000, small claims. 
- Misdemeanors, traffic and other 
violations, felony preliminaries. 

No jury trials. 

I 

The Land Court and Tax Appeal Court hear special cases, but are considered general jurisdiction courts for this report 
because circuit judges serve. 
The Circuit Court and District Court are both courts of record. District Courts hear high volume cases. 
CircuTt Courts hear all jury trials. For our purposes, the Circuit Courts are considered courts of general jurisdiction 
since they handle felony cases. 

' 
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MWAII SUP- COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Other appeals ................................................ 
Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases1: 

Original proceediogs: 
Habeas corpus .............................................. 
Prohibition ................................................ 
Other ...................................................... 
Total ........................................................ 
Bequests to appeal ........................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 
Other matters: 
Motions ...................................................... 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

143 150 97 196 
62 99 50 111 

4 a 9 
316 

13 - - - - 
218 253 155 

1 
0 
2 

2 
7 
3 
12 
0 
12 
- 

2 
5 
4 
11 
0 

11 
- 

I 
2 
1 
4 
0 
4 
- 

221 265 166 320 

2 

5 

7 

- 
15 

360 

375 

- 
15 

339 

354 

- 
2 

26 

28 

- 

Manner of disposition 
written opinion ........ 731 
Memorandum opinion ..... 22l 
Dismissal/withdrawal ... 65 
Other .................. 360 

Disposition of  case^^ 
Affirmed (including reversed in part 
and modified and affirmed) ......... 52 
Motion .............................. 5 
Reversed (including remands) ........ 27 
Petition for rehearing .............. 1 

Time periods (average months) 
Civil Criminal1 Other1 - - -  

Appeal filed to regular opinion filed .......... 21.8 16.5 26.1 
Appeal filed to memorandum opinion filed ....... 17.8 16.1 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

kpecial source or revision i n  data: 

Qtegories for disposition type or trial data: 
Data were supplied by the office of the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

Data displayed are for those cases disposed of by opinion. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1975-1976 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1977) and; unpublished data provided 
Statistics are fran the annual report and unpublished data by the clerk of court. 

except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data have been supplied during verification by the clerk of court. 
Source of case data is included i n  the annual report. 
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HAUAII CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

6 CiKcdtS. 22 judges 
July 1. 1975 t o  June 30. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
WLvi1d: 
Auto tort ...................................................... 
$on-auto tort .................................................. 
Contract ....................................................... 
Property rights: 
Condemnation ................................................. 
Land2 ........................................................ 
Mechanics' and materialmen's lien ............................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Divorce ...................................................... 
Annulment .................................................... 
Separation and separate maintenance .......................... 
Uniform reciprocal enforcement ............................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Paternitylparental proceedings ............................... 
Xiscellaneous familyJ ........................................ 
Adult's referrals ............................................ 
Supplemental proceedings ..................................... 
Total1 ........................................................ 
Regular probate .............................................. 
Small estate over $700 ....................................... 
Small estate under $700 ...................................... 
Guardianship proceedings ..................................... 
TotalJ ........................................................ 
Naturalization ............................................... 
Other civil action ........................................... 
Other special proceedings .................................... 
Supplemental proceedings! .................................... 
Uistrict Court transferal ..................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ...................................................... 

Domestic relations: 

Probate : 

Other civil: 

Griminaid: 
lelonyl ........................................................ 
Misdemeanor1 ................................................... 
Other criminal: 

Criainal actions in Family Court ............................. 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 
Juvenile traffic ............................................. 

Total traEEic ................................................... 
Juvenile : 
Delinquency : 

Dependency and neglect: 

status offenses: 

Other juvenile: 

Law violation ................................................ 
Needing services ............................................. 
Beeding protective supervision ............................... 
Other ........................................................ 
Supplemental proceedings ..................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

1. 404 
813 

1. 494 

135 
9 
87 
23 1 

2. 494 
27 
101 
340 
420 
130 
286 
276 

1. 620 
5. 694 

2. 181 
47 1 
256 

6. 867 

94 
1. 599 
308 
658 
94 

3. 959 

2,753 

19. 256 

1. 329 
454 

20 

1. 803 

- 

171 

171 

1. 677 

157 

446 

65 
433 
498 

2. 778 

816 
482 

1. 513 

68 
0 

204 
272 

5. 507 
38 

I16 
734 
749 
256 
528 
661 

I .  687 
10. 276 

938 
443 
333 
427 

2. 141 

187 
1. 239 
270 
718 
86 

2,500 

18. 000 

1. 551 
437 

40 

2. 028 

- 

650 

650 

4. 957 

153 

1. 227 

155 
87 I 

1,026 

7. 363 

844 
398 

1. 229 

70 
0 

160 
230 

5. 409 
43 
125 
691 
7 60 
88 
280 
653 

1.546 
9. 595 

807 
475 
3 36 
364 

I .  982 

98 
858 
157 
551 
63 

1,727 

16. 005 

1. 258 
380 

45 

1, 683 

- 

751 

751 

4.513 

160 

1. 212 

125 
855 
980 

6 .  865 

1. 376 
897 

1. 778 

133 
9 

131 
273 

2. 592 
22 
92 
383 
409 
298 
534 
284 

1. 761 
6. 375 

2 .  312 
439 
253 

4. 022 
7. 026 

183 
I. 980 
421 
825 
117 

3,526 

21. 251 

I .  622 
511 

15 

2. 148 

70 

70 

- 

2. 121 

150 

461 

95 
449 
544 

3. 276 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... 24.008 28. 041 25. 304 26. 745 

Triald 
Non-jury Totel 

Civil ............... 127 198 325 
CrimiMl ............ 229 a3 312 
Total ................ 356 281 637 

Criminal dis ositions 
Plea ........... .: ...... 6531 
Dismissal .............. 92 
Nolle prosequi ......... 486l 

Civil dispositions 
Contested hearing ................. 1. 221 
Uncontested hearing ............... 6. 889 
Dismissal ......................... 1. 741 
No service ........................ 52 
No answer ......................... 600 
No statement of readiness ......... 68 

Traffic (juvenile) dispositions 
Contested hearing .................... 8 
Uncontested hearing .................. 333 

(continued on next page) 
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Hawaii C i r c u i t  Court  (cont inued)  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case  is counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  informat ion  o r  indictment.  
A jury  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  jury  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r ia l  i s  counted a t  t h e  poin t  when an opening s ta tement  o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  occurs .  

Land c a s e s  handled by t h e  Land Court  a r e  not  inc luded .  
Misce l laneous  fami ly  c o n t a i n s  menta l  h e a l t h  cases .  
R o b a t e  d a t a  inc lude  some mental h e a l t h  cases .  
Supplemental  proceedings i n  t h e  o t h e r  c i v i l  ca tegory  i n c l u d e  supplemental  p roceedings  on c r i m i n a l  as well a s  c i v i l  cases .  
D i s t r i c t  Court t r a n s f e r s  a r e  cases i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court t h a t  demand a jury  trial. 

Data breakdown f o r  fe lony  and misdemeanor cases and f o r  cases d isposed  by n o l l e  prosequi  or p l e a  were obta ined  by l e t te r  from t h e  

jExplans t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

k p e c i a l  source  o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  cour t s .  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Courts,  S t a t e  of Hawaii: Annual Report  1975-1976 (Honolulu,  Hawail: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  
annual r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and a d d i t i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s .  

HAWAII LAND M U R F  
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
2 f i r s t  circuit judges serve 

J u l y  1, 1975 to June 30. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l 4  
R o p e r t y  r i g h t s  ................................................ 76 . 46 a7 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 76 57 46 a7 

- 57 - - .  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 76 57 46 a7 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSF. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Data f o r  t h e  Land Court  are inc luded  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t e  because c i r c u i t  judges serve .  The C i r c u i t  Court a l s o  handles  Some 

l a n d  cases .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour ts ,  S t a t e  of Hawaii: Annual Report  1975-1976 (Honolulu,  Hawaii: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  
annual  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  

HAWAII TAX APPEAL WURTa 
COust of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 first circuit  judges  s e r v e  
July 1. 1975 t o  J u n e  30, 1976 

m 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  ................................................. 58 30 41 A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  47 - 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 47 41 58 30 

- - - 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 47 41 5a 30 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

aCour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
Data f o r  t h e  Tax Appeal Court  are inc luded  wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o u r t s  because c i r c u i t  judges serve .  

A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour ts ,  S t a t e  of Hawaii: Annual Report  1975-1976 (Honolulu,  H a w a i i :  1977). S t a t i s t i c 6  a r e  from t h e  
annual  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  
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HAWAII DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 16  judges 
July 1. 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
civild: 
Unclassified tort: 
Tort ......................................................... 

Contract: 
Assumpsit .................................................... 

Small claims ................................................... 
Property rights: 
Sumnary possession ........................................... 

Administrative: 
Nonpayment of taxes .......................................... 

Other civil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
himinald : 
Uisdemeanor .................................................... 
Ordinance violations ........................................... 
Felony preliminary ............................................. 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 
Parking ........................................................ 
Other traffic violations: 
Moving arrest and citation ................................... 
Nonmoving .................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 

787 

3 ,333  
472 

570 

275 
56 

5,493 

X 
399 
X 

4,101 

- 

572 

26,210 
14,678 
40,888 

41,460 

813 

8,597 
1,388 

644 

59 
132 

11,633 

X 
25,070 

X 

42,088 

- 

354,886 

145,819 

194,431 
48,612 

549,317 

638 

8,170 
1,393 

547 

82 
123 

10,953 

15,671 
24,881 

738 

41.290 

354,765 

142,607 
47,968 
180,575 
545,340 

962 

3,760 
467 

667 

252 
65 

6,173 

- 

x 
588 
X - 

4 ,899  

693 

29,422 
15,322 
44,744 

45,437 

Grand total ...................................................... 51,054 603,038 597,583 56 ,509  

Non-jury triald 
Civil .................... 646 

Criminal dispositions 
Hisdemeanor and ordinance violations: 

K0lle prosequi ............................ 1 ,934  
Total conviction .......................... 9,569 
Diechargeldismissal ....................... 4,904 
Stricken .................................. 1,420 
tiail forfeiture ........................... 22,331 
Transfer for jury trial ................... 394 

Stricken or discharged .................... 231 
Committed to grand jury ................... 312 
Committed te Circuit Court ................ 195 

Felony preliminary : 

Civil dispositions 
Uiscontinuanceldismissed ............... 3,188 
Default/confession ..................... 7,119 

Traffic dispositions 
Nolle prosequi ....................... 3,870 
Total conviction ..................... 67,662 

Stricken ............................. 49,986 

Transfer for jury trial .............. 13 

Dischargeldismissal .................. 12,456 

Bail forfeiture ...................... 411,353 

boldface headings indicate the classification used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were n o t  available by carepory. 

dcase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the individual offense on the information or complaint. 
A nan-Jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or  the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1975-1976 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1977) .  Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Idaho court system, 1976 

- Civil actions to $5,000, forcible entry 
and detainer; liens to $1,000 on 
real and personal property; probate 
and administration of decedent 
estates; and small claims to $500. 

- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries, 
arrest warrants; and searches and 
seizures. 

-Juvenile. 
Jury trials except in small claims. 

I~UPREME COURT 
I 5 justices 

Jurisdiction 
- Original jurisdiction in claims against I state fadvisorv ooinions) 
- Appeals from interim orders and final 

- Appeals from administrative agencies. 
judgments in District Court. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil, personal injury and 
other tort, contracts, domestic 
relations, and habeas corpus. 

- Original criminal, felony, post- 
conviction review. - Appeals from magistrates and state 
agencies and boards. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal 
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IDAHO SUPREKF. COURT 
Court  of last r e s o r t  

5 justices 
January  I, 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d >  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 

Appeals : 
C i v i l :  

Auto negl igence  ............................................ 
Other negl igence  ........................................... 
Tax appea ls  ................................................ 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ......................................... 
YRA and CPAJk .............................................. 
Environment/zoning ......................................... 
Other ...................................................... 

Taral ....................................................... 
Judgnents .................................................. 
Postconvic t ion  r e l i e f  ...................................... 
Other ...................................................... 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Workmen's compensation ..................................... 
Publ ic  u t i l i t y  commission .................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Habeas corpus  appeals ...................................... 

Tota l  appea ls  ................................................. 

C r i n i n a l :  

Agency appea ls :  

Other: 

o t h e r  cases :  
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ................................................ 
U i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................... 
(Icher ...................................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Requests to appea l  ........................................... 

Tota l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 
Tota l  cases  ..................................................... 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
Ocher mat te rs :  

Extension of time ............................................ 
Motion t o  d ismiss  ............................................ 
Other ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Tota l  o t h e r  proceedings  ......................................... 

llf 

8f 

2f 

10 

18 

4 
134f 
187f 

66f 

7 
81 

20 
10 
30 

14  
312 

8f 

- 

2 
2 
7 

I 1  
0 
1 

138 
161 

68 
3 

11 
82 

43 
3 

4 6  

6 
295 

__ 

7 6 
8 4 
5 10 

13 16 
I 1 
2 3 

86 186 
122 226 

53 81 
5 6 
4 14 

62 101 

28 35 
4 9 

32 44 

a - 12 - 
228 379 

0 2 1 1 
1 10 7 4 
2 8 8 2 
0 5 I 4 
0 I2  4 8 
3 37 21 19 

19 
- - 

21 
- 

37 
- 

315 332 249 398 

N / A  

N/A 
N / A  
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

- - 

I1 

426 
106 
280 
812 

823 

- 

11 

418 
103 
262 
783 

7 94 

- 

N / A  

N / A  
N/A 
N / A  
N I A  

N/A 

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
W r i t t e n  m a j o r i t y  opin ion  ............... 136 

Boldiace headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  
N / A  - This case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

f k g i n n i n g  peuding f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Not enough informat ion  is known. The c a s e  ca tegory  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  

F i l e d  i n c l u d e s  c a s e s  added and t r a n s f e r r e d .  
YRA c a s e s  a r e  j u v e n i l e  delinquency c a s e s  f i l e d  under t h e  Youth R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  A c t .  CPA c a s e s  involve  dependent o r  neglec ted  c h i l d r e n  

J u v e n i l e  c a s e s  are cons idered  c i v i l  proceedings i n  Idaho. 

p e t i t i o n s  f i l e d  under t h e  Child P r o t e c t i o n  Act. 
kAddi t iona l  i n f o r h o t i o n :  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Idaho Courts 1976 Annual Report  (Boise,  Idaho).  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  
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IDAHO DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 25 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civi1d: 
Unclassified tort: 

small claima ................................................... 
Domestic relatiOM: 
Domestic relations ........................................... 
Support proceedings .......................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Informal estate .............................................. 
Formal estate ................................................ 
Guardianship of minors ....................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Guardianship of incapacitated ................................ 
Other complaints and petitions ............................... 
All other special hearings ................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Civil appeal ................................................. 
Special proceeding appealj ................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Personal injury/property damage .............................. 

Robate: 

llental health: 

other Civil: 

Appeals: 

Extraordinary Writs: 
Habeas corpus ................................................. 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald: 
Felony: 
Felony--drug ................................................. 
Felony--driving while intoxicated ............................ 
Other felony .................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor--drug ............................................ 
Other misdemeanor ............................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Total Criminal .................................................. 

Misdemeanor: 

Traffic: 
DWIIDUI: 

Other traffic violations: 
Misdmeanor--driviq while intoxicated ....................... 
Traffic ...................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 
Delinquency: 

Dependency and neglect: 
Youth Rehabilitation Act--other .............................. 
Child Protection Act ......................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

1,076fh 
14fh 

1,50afh 
556fh 

2,073fh 
9fh 

57fh 
8fh 
4fh 

2fh 

37fh 

69fh 

3,627fh 

3,664fh 

92fh 
17fh 
m f h  

2afh 

7,035fh 

- 

lllfh 
44fh 
597fh 

4sfh 

75Zfh 

41fh 
86fh 
4Zfh 

88ofh 

bfh 

4fh 

iofh 

2fh 

ifh 

3fh 

- 

934 
20 

4,210 
785 
4 

4,999 

16 
7 
2 

25 

I 

3,386 
55 

3,441 

118 
34 
152 

147 

9,719 

446 
174 

2,000 
2,620 

416 
278 
694 
65 

3,379 

20 

1 

21 

- 

0 

1 

I 

- 

778 
19 

3,409 
682 
11 

4,102 

63 
10 
4 
77 

2 

3,172 
61 

3,223 

86 
26 

112 

113 

8,436 

410 
148 

1,893 
2,451 

418 
288 
706 
49 

3,206 
1 

24 

2 

26 

- 

1 

I 

2 

- 

1,232 
15 

2,309 
659 
2 

2,970 

10 
S 
2 

17 

1 

3,841 
31  

3,872 

124 
25 
149 

62 

8,318 

- 

147 
70 
704 
921 

43 
31 
74 
58 

1,053 

- 

2 

3 

5 

- 

I 

1 

2 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... 7,92afh 13,120 11,670 9,378 

Triald - 
civil: 
Civil ................... 3,138 
Appeal .................. 37 
Total .................... 3,175 

Felony .................. 303 
Hisdemeanor ............. 65 
A p p l e  ................. 10 
Total .................... 378 

Waf f ic : 
Misdemeanor--DWI ........ 3 

Juvenile .................. I 
Total ...................... 3,557 

criminsll 

Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the NCSP. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A trial is counted when it has officially begun (the jury is sworn or there is an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence). 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
JExplanation of data included in the Category: 

Special proceeding appeals may include some juvenile appeals. 
hFigures Were computed: 

Beginning pending figures Were computed from filing. disposition, and end pending data. 
Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Courts 1976 Annual Report (Boise, Idaho). Statistics are from the 

annual report except chat totals have been computed where necessary. 
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IDAHO HAGISTBATES DIVISIONa OF DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts. 66 judges 
January 1 . 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civild: 
Unclassified tort: 
Personal injurylproperty damage ............................. 

Small claims .................................................. 
Dmestic relatiom: 
Domestic relations .......................................... 
Support proceedrngs ......................................... 
Adoption .................................................... 
Total ........................................................ 
Informal estate ............................................. 
Formal estate ............................................... 
Guardianship of minors ...................................... 
Total ........................................................ 
Guardianship of incapacitated ............................... 

Probate: 

Mental health: 

Other civil: 
Other complaints and petitions .............................. 
All other special hearings .................................. 
Total ........................................................ 
Habeas corpus ............................................... Extraordinary writs: 

Total civil .................................................... 
Crimimld: 
Misdemeanor: 
Misdemeanor.. drug ............................................ 
Other misdemeanor ............................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Felony.. drug ................................................. 
Other felony ................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Felony preliminary: 

Felony.. driving while intoxicated ............................ 

Traffic : 
UWI/DUI: 
tiisdemeanor-- driving while intoxicated ....................... 
Juvenile-- driving while intoxicated .......................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Traffic ...................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Other traffic violations: 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency: 
Youth Rehabilitation Act-- drug ............................... 
Youth Uehabilitation Act-- other .............................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Child Protection Act ......................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 
Depende_ny and neglect: 

315fh 
1. 740fh 

2. 112fh 
63qfh 
207fh 

2. 958fh 

1. 400fh 
1. 150fh 
141fh 

2. 691f 

I5 9fh 

4. 703fh 
176fh 

4. 87 9fh 

6fh 

12,748 fh 

220fh 
3.07Zfh 
3. 29Zfh 

7lfh 
41fh 

1. 079fh 
!,191 fh 

4. 483fh 

I. 080fh 

1 . 080fh Ofh 

3,598 fh 
4. 678fh 

6lfh 

1:536fh 

305fh 

1. 841fh 

1 475fh 

550 
10. 130 

4. 049 
1. 610 
974 

6. 633 

2. 591 
1. 231 
197 

4. 019 

201 

8 .  300 
685 

8.  985 

8 

30. 526 
- 

1. 300 
20. 945 
22. 245 

679 
236 

3. 951 
4,866 

27. 111 

6. 614 
3 

6. 617 

177,336 
183. 953 

212 
7. 278 
7. 490 

436 

7. 926 

428 
9. 670 

4. 496 
1. 316 
941 

6.  753 

2. 108 
1. 160 
150 

3. 418 

165 

7. 188 
597 

7. 785 

8 

28. 227 
- 

1. 334 
20. 189 
21. 523 

668 
244 

3. 719 
4,631 

2 6 .  154 

6. 521 
2 

6. 523 

177,130 
183. 653 

209 
6 .  813 
7. 022 

489 

7. 511 

437 
2. 200 

1. 665 
933 
240 

2. 838 

1. 883 

188 
3. 292 

195 

5. 815 
264 

6. 079 

6 

15.047 

1. 221 

- 

186 
3.828 
4. 014 

82 
33 

1. 311 
1,426 

5. 440 

1. 173 
1 

1. 174 

3,804 
4. 978 

64 
1. 940 
2.004 

252 

2.256 

Grand total ...................................................... 23. 750fh 249. 516 245. 545 27.721 

m d  
Civil ......................... 12. 851 
Criminal 
Misdemeanor ................. 1. 800 
Felony preliminary .......... 155 
Total ........................ 1. 955 

Traffic ..................... 3 .  684 
Misdemeanor- DWI ............ 648 
Juvenile-- OW1 ............... I 
Total ........................ 4.333 
Juvenile ...................... 3.471 

Total ........................... 22. 610 

Traffic: 

Baldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP . 
aCourt jurisdiction: 

dcase definition or unit of count: 
The Magistrates Division is a division of the District Court and its data are included in the general jurisdiction sunrmary tables . 
A civil case is  counted with the filing of a petition or complaint . 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment. or complaint . 
A trial is counted when It is officially begun (the jury i s  sworn or there is an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence) . 

fMeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 Court year 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filing. disposition. and end pending data . 
Source: Administrative Office of the Courts. Idaho Courts 1976 Annual Report (Boise. Idaho) . StatiBtics are from the annual report 

except that totals have been computed where necessary . 
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Death senten 
Other appeal: 

Illinois court system, 1976 

Ivided by rule 

SUPREME COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Discretional original jurisdiction in 

- Appeals as a matter of right from 

revenue, mandamus, prohibition, and 
habeas corpus. 

Circuit Court when death sentence 
imposed and from Appellate Court when 
federal or state constitutional question 
arises for the first time or on certificate 
by the Appellate Court. 

-Other appeals from Circuit and Appellate 
Court as provided by Supreme Court 
rule. - Redistricting of General Assembly. 
Ability of Governor to serve or resume 
office. Admission and discipline of 
attorneys. 

t 
APPELLATE COURT (5 DISTRICTS) 
34 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right except 

in cases appealable directly to 
the Supreme Court or from judgments 
of acquittal in criminal cases. 
. Direct review of administrative actions 
as provided by law. 

CIRCUIT COURT (21) 
603 circuit and associate judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. All justiciable matters except where the 
Supreme Court has original and ex- 
clusive jurisdiction or where the 
Supreme Court exercises discretionary 
original jurisdiction. 

. Review of administrative action as 
provided by law. 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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ILLINOIS SUPREMB COURTa 
Court  of last r e s o r t  

7 judges 
January  1. 1976 to December  31. 1976 

E d  
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

c i v i l :  
Appl ica t ion  f o r  leave  t o  appea l  allowed .................... 
Action f o r  motion in p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  case  

[ r u l e  302(b) l  allowed .................................... 
S t a t u t e  he ld  i n v a l i d  ....................................... 
C e r t i f i c a t e  of importance .................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Criminal:  

Appl ica t ion  f o r  l e a v e  t o  appea l  allowed .................... 
[ r u l e  302 ( b ) ]  allowed ................................... Action f o r  motion i n  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  case  

S t a t u t e  he ld  i n v a l i d  ....................................... 
Death p e n a l t y  [rule 6031 ................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
I n d u s t r i a l  c o ~ i s s i o n a  ..................................... 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Agency appea ls :  

Other cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

C i v i l :  
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  motions .................................. 
Miscellaneous ............................................ 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ............................................... 
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  motions .................................. 
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  motions allowed .......................... 
Xisce l laneous  ............................................ 

T o t a l  c r imina l  ............................................ 
Attorney d i s c i p l i n a r y  ...................................... 

Tote1  ....................................................... 

O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  motions allowed .......................... 
Criminal : 

Requests t o  appeal:  
C i v i l :  

P e t i t i o n  of leave  t o  appea l  .............................. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ............................................... 
P e t i t i o n  f o r  l e a v e  t o  appea l  ............................. 
P e t i t i o n  f o r  publ ic  i n t e r e s t  [rule 302(b)l  motion ........ 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ............................................ 
T o t a l  ....................................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 

P e t i t i o n  f o r  publ ic  i n t e r e s t  [ r u l e  302(b) l  motion ........ 
Criminal:  

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Other matters: 
P e t i t i o n s  €or r e h e a r i n g  ...................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings  ......................................... 

59 

23 
15 

1 
98 

36 

0 
7 
1 

44 

39 
181 

0 
4 
0 
4 

1 
2 
0 
3 
5 

12 

61 
0 

61 

86 
0 

86 
147 
159 

( 71)e 

( 36)e 
9 
3 

12 (107)e 

( 86Ie 

( 6)e 
16 
0 

16 ( 92)e 

41 
69 (199Ie 

80 

37 
14 
2 

133 

68 

3 
12 
0 

83 

46 
262 

50 

22 
10 

2 
84 

54 

3 
11 
1 

69 

34 
187 

16 

11 
( 2)e 

392 
56 

448 

388 
6 

394 
842 
929 ( 13)e 

13 ( 2 ) e  
3 

11 
27 ( 2)e 
10 
81 ( 13Ie 

317 ( 71)e 
20 ( 36)e 

337 (107)e 

307 ( 86)e 

2 
1 
0 
3 
6 

18 

65 
0 

65 

81 
0 

81 
146 
164 
- 

340 998 (212)e 987 (212)e 35 1 

N ~ A  N f A  76 

N/A N ~ A  76 N f A  

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
W r i t t e n  opin ion  ............. 236 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA E This  c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

eCases not inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
Appeals from a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agencies  w i l l  not be handled by t h e  Supreme Court a f t e r  January 1 .  1979. 

P e t i t i o n s  for l eave  t o  appea l ,  r u l e  302(b) motions,  o r  O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  motions are counted as r e q u e s t s  t o  appea l  or original proceedings  
f i l i n g s ;  when denied ,  a d i s p o s i t i o n  is counted; when granted ,  t h e  c a s e  becomes an appea l  o r  o r i g i n a l  proceeding, but a n e w  f i l i n g  i s  not  
counted. When t h e  appea l  or o r i g i n a l  proceeding is concluded, a d i s p o s i t i o n  is counted. The granted  p e t i t i o n s  and motions a r e  t h e  
numbers appear ing  in parentheses .  

hource: Unpublished s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t  provided by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  Supreme Court and by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  I l l i n o i s  cour te .  
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  Erom t h e  unpublished d a t a  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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ILLINOIS APPELLATE COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

5 districts, 34 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ......................................................... 1,803f 

Total appeals ................................................. 4,073f 
Criminal ..................................................... 2.270 

1,858 
2.115 
3,973 

1,678 
2.257 
3,935 

1,983 
2,128 
4.111 

Total cases ..................................................... 4,073f 3,973 3,935 4,111 

Manner of disposition 
Full opinion .................. 1,952 
By rule 23 order .............. 1,008 
Without opinion or 
rule 23 order ................ 975 

Disposition of appeala 
Affirmed ................ 1,895 
Reversed ................ 670 
Affirmed in part ........ 254 
Dismissed ............... 52 
Modified ................ 89 

Time interval (months) 
Number of cases 

Under Over 
6 6 to 1’2 1 to 1% 14 to 2 2 to 3 3 

months months year6 yearsyears  - -  
Date of filing to date of disposition: 
Civil ......................................... 406 457 533 190 77 15 
Criminal ...................................... 352 635 878 263 112 17 

Civil ......................................... 795 515 170 76 6 1 
Criminal ...................................... 1,288 563 152 65 I 0 

Date briefs filed t o  date of disposition: 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 
This difference in the pending figure is due to an adjustment during an inventory of cases. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts. 1976 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Illinois). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ILLINOIS CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

21 circuits. 603 circuit and associate judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pendingk Filedj Disposed Beginning 

pending 
civild: 

l a w  : 
Low $15,000 and under ........................................ 
Law over $15,000 ............................................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Small claims ................................................... 
Equity: 
Chancery ..................................................... 

Property rights: 
Eminent domain ............................................... 

Domestic relatione: 
Divorce ...................................................... 
Fanily ....................................................... 
rota1 ......................................................... 
Probate ........................................................ 
Uental health .................................................. 
Administrative: 

Tax .......................................................... 
Xunicipal corporations ....................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Xiscellaneous remedies ....................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Other civil: 

Criminald : 
Pelony ......................................................... 
Uisdemeanur: 
Misdemeanors 1 ................................................ 
Conservation violations ...................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Ordinance violations ........................................... 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic : 

T o t a l  traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

61 400h 
61'293h 
122:693h 
37,63ah 

30,489h 

1,44Ih 

32 929h 
14:560h 

N/A 
1,424h 

96,848h 
42Ih 

97,26911 

47,489h 

344,005i 

19,27ah 

N /A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
19,2181 

124,822 
33,718 
158,540 
185,811 

20,650 

785 

69,634 
20,807 
90,441 
33,533 
8,515 

128,906 
219 

129,125 

5,846 

633.246 

30,645 

420.388 
7;157 

427,545 
61,922 

520,112 

116,837 
28,053 
144,890 
184,161 

16,802 

856 

65,359 
16,499 
81,858 
29,003 
8,466 

104,080 
179 

104,259 

5,170 

575,465 

29,412 

342.097 
6;826 

348,923 
58,886 

437,221 

N/A 2,305,483 2,229,623 

13,606h 25,731 26,529 

69,385 
66,958 
136,343 
39,288 

34,337 

1,370 

37.204 
18,868 
56,072 
N/A 
1,473 

121,674 
461 

122,135 

6,238 

397,256i 

20,511 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
20,51 li 

N/A 

- 
12,808 

Grand total ...................................................... 376,8891 3,484,572 3,268,838 430,5751 

Triald - 
Non-Jury Total 

Civil ........ 1,448 N/A N/A 
CridMl 1,147 1,420 2,567 
Total ................ 2,595 N/A N/A 

Criminal dispositions (felomy)m 

Guilty plea ......................... 17,032 
Trial conviction .................... 1,577 
Total convicted ..................... 18,609 
Acquitted ........................... 990 
Dismissed ........................... 13,996 

Time interval (average months) 

Date of filing t o  date of verdict: 
Law--jury ......................... 30.7 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N / A  - This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition OK complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. Each defendant is counted for criminal trials and 

A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

Beginning pending cases were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

Civil total pendings do not include pending cases f o r  probate. 
Criminal total pendings do not include pending cases for misdemeanor and ordinance violations. 
Grand total pendings do not include pending cases for probate, misdemeanor. ordinance violations, and traffic. 

Filed includes cases that have been transferred in and transferred out of the court's jurisdiction. Cases transferred in are added to the 

Misdemeanor cases include ordinance and conservation violations in the Circuit Court of Cook County. 

The end pending figures for the 1976 court year reflect an accurate inventory count for those counties reporting. 

criminal dispositions. 

hFigure was computed: 

iData are not complete: 

jExplanation of data in the category: 

original filings, while cases transferred out are subtracted. Postjudgment and posttermination matters are not  included. 

kAdditional information: 
There are incomplete 

pending data for all case categories except law, because some counties are delinquent in reporting their pending figures. 
mCategories far disposition type or trial data: 

Civil jury trials are for law cases only. 
Criminal trials and criminal dispositions are for felony cases only. Each defendant is counted for trials and disposition types. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of Illinoie (Chicago, Illinois). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Indiana court system, 1976 

SUPREMECOURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Final appellate jurisdiction. Criminal appeals with 
minimum penalty greater than 10 years. Civil appeals 
if amount in controversy is greater than $50. 

- Constitutionality of state or federal statute and 
habeas corpus appeals, arising out of criminal, 
extradition, or mental health proceedings. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

- Revieys final decisions of administrative 
Supreme Court. 

agencies. 

I 

I 

Civil if amount is 
greater than $50 
Criminal if sentence is 
greater than 10 years. 

4 
SUPERIOR COURT (31) 
81 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Law, equity. 
- Felonies, preliminary hearings, 

- Juvenile in some counties. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

some minor criminal. 

t 
COUNTY COURT 
(60) 
60 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Contract and tort under 

actions between landlord 
and tenant where rent 
does not exceed $500 
per month, small claims. 

-Misdemeanor. traffic, local 
ordinance violations, 
criminal with fine under 
$1 ,ooO or sentence less 
than 1 year. 
Jury trials. 

$3,ooo, possessory 

s 
CIRCUIT COURT (88) 
88 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law, equity. 
- Domestic relations and probate 

(except Marion and Lake 
Counties). Small claims in 
some counties. - Felonies, preliminary hearings, 
some minor criminal. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

. 
JUVENILE COURT 
OF MARION 
COUNTY 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: - Paternity. - Criminal misdemeanors 
committed against juveniles 
by adults. 

- Exclusive orginal jurisdiction 
in all juvenile matters. 

I 

t 4 

TOWN COURT @25) 81 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Civil action under $500 

- Misdemeanors with fine -). - Ordinance violations, 
misdemeanors with fine 
less than $500 and/or 
sentence less than 6 

25 judges 
(varies to $2,500). Jurisdiction: 

less than $500 and 
sentence less than 6 
months. City ordinance 
violations. months. 

Jury trials. Jury trials. 

4 Indicates route of appeal. 

1 

1 

2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

MARION COUNTY 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. I - Misdemeanors. traffic. 

I Appeals on record. I CLil 

- In Marion and St. Joseph Counties. - Exclusive jurisdiction in probate, 
adoptions, and guardianship. 

-Juvenile. 
Jury trials in probate. 

4 4 
p i e E i E - 1  PEACE COURT (2) 

2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
Civil actions unaer I m. 

Criminal 1 
MUNl Cl PAL 
COURT OF 
MARION 
COUNTY 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Law cases under 
$lO,OOO. Landlord and 
tenant. - Misdemeanors, 
ordinance violations, 
and traffic with fine 
less than $1 ,ooO 
and/or sentence less 
than 1 year. Preliminaly 
hearings. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY (8) 
8 judges 

- Felony preliminaries. Jurisdiction. 
Misdemeanors with 
fine less than $25. 
No jury trials. 

- Givil conrract, tort, 
possession of property, 
and landlord and tenant, 
under $1,500. 

-Surety of the peace 
proceedings. 

No jury trials. 
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INDIANA SUPREME COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

5 justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

Direc t  appea ls  ............................................... 
C i v i l  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  a f t e r  gran ted  ..................... 
Criminal p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  a f t e r  gran ted  ................. 

Tota l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n s  ............................................ 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  caees .......................................... 
W T i t S  ....................................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
C i v i l  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  ................................. 
Crimina l  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  denied ....................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Tota l  ocher cases .............................................. 

Acquests t o  appeal:  

X 
X 
X 
X 

~ 

X 
X 

X 
0 

0 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
38 
X 

151 
X 
X 
X 
- 

137 
7 
7 

151 
- 

11 
9 

38 
58 

151 
70 

221 
279 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 

X 
0 

0 
X 
X 
X 
- 

T o t a l  cases ...................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Other mut te rs :  
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  ex tens ion  of t i m e  .............................. 
S p e c i a l  judge ida t te rs  ........................................ 
Hearing o f f i c e r s  i n  d i s c i p l i n a r y  m a t t e r s  ..................... 

Tota l  o t h e r  pracecdings ......................................... 

80h 

NIA 
N I A  

N/A 
NIA 

430 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

NIA 
_. 

430 

464 
191 

21 

676 

~ 

80 

N I A  
N I A  
NIA 

NIA 

__ 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
X a j o r i t y  opin ion  .............. 16Sk 
Per  curiam .................... 6 

Baldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA = This c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X = T h e  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type are  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

hFigure  was computed: 

k A d d i t i o n d  ineormat ian :  
Heginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  

There were 25 concurr ing  opin ions  and 25 d i s s e n t i n g  opin ions .  

Source: Divis ion  of S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra t ion ,  1976 Indiana  J u d i c i a l  Report  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  Ind iana) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  

I N D I A N A  COURT OF APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a m e l l a t e  c o u r t  

3 d i s t r i c t s ; '  9 judges 
January  1,  1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

- - 
End 

pending Fi led '  Disposed 

Cases:  
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Crimina l  ..................................................... 
Other appea ls :  

Expedited c a s e s  ............................................ 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 

Uther cases:  
Requests t o  appea l  ........................................... 

Tota l  o t h e r  c a s e s  .............................................. 

X 
X 

X 
499 

___ 

___ 

317 
417 

43  
777 

- 

X 
X 

X 
653 

___ 

- 

X 
X 

X 
623 
- 

T o t a l  cases ...................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Other m a t t e r s :  
Motions t o  d i s m i s s l a f f i r m  .................................... 
Chief judge m a t t e r s  .......................................... 

Tora l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  ocher proceedings ......................................... 

499 

20 

20 

20 

__ 
- 

777 

170 
2 ,894  
3,064 

3,064 

653 

147 
2 ,894  
3.041 
3,041 

623 

43 

43  

43 

-- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Opinion ( m a j o r i t y )  ............ 639 
Opinion ( o t h e r )  ............... 97 
Order ......................... 14 

Jjoldface !leadings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  The c a s e  ca tegory  may or may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
X = The d a t a  f a r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  b u t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  
-- - &ot  appl icable .  

k x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Source: Uiv is ion  of S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra t ion ,  1976 Indiana  J u d i c i a l  Report ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  Ind iana) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual report 

!qat enough informat ion  i s  known. 

F i l e d  c a s c s  are  " f u l l y  b r i e f e d  cases" forwarded t o  t h e  m a r t  by t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  

except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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IUDIANA SUPERIOR COUBT AND CIRCUIT COURT 
burt of general jurisdiction 

31 counties, 81 judges; 88 circuits, 88 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civild: 
claims (County Court function)k .......................... 

Domestic relations: 
Dissolution .................................................. 
Redocketed dissolutions ...................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Probate: 
Probateladoption ............................................. 
Guardianship ................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Civil ........................................................ 
Redocketed civil ............................................. 
Plenary proceeding& ......................................... 
Venued in .................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Other civil: 

Redocketed civil (County Court function)k .................... 

Criminald: 
Mademeanor: 
Criminal (County Court functionlk ............................ 
Redocketed criminal (County Court function)k ................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Redocketed criminal .......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Felonyy/misdemeanor: 

Felony preliminary: 

Other criminal: 
Other (County Court function)Jk .............................. 
Other3 ....................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 
Nonfelony traffic ............................................ 
Nonfelony traffic (County Court function)k ................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

253 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
168 
0 _- 

X 

X 

- 

4,395 
93 

4,488 

X 
X 
X 

186 

X 

X 

- 

X 
3,574 

X 

17,407 

44,223 
21.782 
66,005 

18,190 
3,665 
21,855 

44,073 
15,846 

45 
4.405 
4;288 

68,657 

173,924 

13,236 
5 

13,241 

14,275 
1,647 
15,922 

2,001 

12,331 

43,495 

74 
48,263 

48,337 

11,833 

46,826 
19,931 
66,757 

16,200 
3,775 
19,975 

56,606 
11,411 

39 
2,089 -- 

70,145 

168,710 

17,452 
72 

17,524 

18,481 

19,769 

927 

1,288 

49,769 

322 
46,669 

46,991 

5,7388 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

2,069g 

X 

X 

9389 

- 
- 

2,9398 
978 

3,036' 

X 
X 
X 

8g 

X 

X 

- 

X 
3,8178 

X 

X 12,981 13,331 X 

Grand total ...................................................... 231,492 278,737 278,801 232 ,134g  

Triald a Non-jury Taral 
Civil .................. 756 15,735 16,491 
Criminal ............... 846 5,571 6,417 
Otherm ................. 332 83.726 84.058 
Total ................... 1,934 105;032 106;966 

Civil dispasitions 
Settled ........................ 17,026 
Default ........................ 18,307 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 
Plea ........................... 31.516 
Traffic Violations Bureau ...... 20,582 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case Cype are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. - - Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

Figures are as added up from the annual report. 

'"Other" includes all matters adjudicaced in the court that have not been specifically listed. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

jErplanation of data included in the category: 
These include probable cause hearings, 

petitions for wits of habeas corpus, commitment proceedings, waiver hearings, and informal juvenile hearings. It was determined from 
the data that many of these were probable cause cases when handled as a County Court function. The '"other" category cases are listed as 
other criminal f o r  the regular functions of the court. 

kAdditional information: 
Cases in this category are considered a County Court function (cases usually handled in the County Courts) of the Superior Court and Circuit 
Court. 

Wategories for disposition type or trial data: 
"Other" trials include data for trials in small claims. domestic relations, probate, traffic. juvenile. and other cases. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration. 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CRIHINAL COURT OF M I O N  COUNTY, INDIANA 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  4 judges 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

m i m i n a l d  : 
Pelonylmisdemeanor: 

Cr imina l  ..................................................... 351 1,948 2,348 173' 
Redocketed c r i m i n a l  .......................................... 5 113 75 358 

......................................................... 2088 T o t a l  - 356 2,394 2,423 - 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 356 2,394 2,423 208g 

-- - Venued i n  .................................................... -- 333 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 356 2,394 2,423 2088 

T r i a l d  C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  - 
P l e a  ................. 766 ................. Dismissed ............ 436 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. -- - Not appl icable .  

dcase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  o f  count :  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of in format ions ,  ind ic tments .  or compla in ts .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or d e c i s i o n .  

F igures  a r e  as added up from t h e  annual  r e p o r t .  
SChange i n  pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

Source: Div is ion  of S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  1976 Indiana  J u d i c i a l  Report  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  Ind iana) .  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  

INDIANd, COUNTY COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

60 c o u r t s ,  60 judges  
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

pending 
End 

pending Beginning F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
Small  claims ................................................... X 40,758 28,980 X 

Plenary proceedings .......................................... X 3,697 1,780 x 
Redocketed c i v i l  ............................................. X 7.496 3,956 x 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... x 51,951 34,716 X 

Other c i v i l :  

......................................................... X X Tota l  
_I 5,736 - 

Crimimld:  
Hisdemeanor: 

Criminal ..................................................... X 
Redocketed c r i m i n a l  .......................................... X 

Tota l  ......................................................... X 

....................................................... X Other3 
Felony pre l iminary :  

- 

31,582 
233 

23,281 
434 

31,815 23,715 

4,352 3,829 

X 
X 
x 
x - 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. X 36,167 27.544 X 

T r a f f i c  : 
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  ............................................ X 130,149 - iVonfelony t r a f f i c  

Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... x 130,149 

X 

116,663 X 

116,663 - 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 2,38Sk 218,267 178,923 42,444g 

T r i a l d  
Non-jury Total C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  Cr imina l  and traffic d i s p o a i t i o n s  

c i v i l  .................... 11 7,926 7,937 S e t t l e d  .............. 6,842 P l e a  ........................... 57.685 
Cr imina l  ................. 81 3,944 4,025 Defaul t  .............. 12,658 T r a f f i c  V i o l a t i o n s  Bureau ...... 68,981 

Tota l  ..................... 155 22,268 22,423 
Otherm ................... 63 10,398 10,461 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type are k n o w  t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of in format ions ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  complaints.  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or decis ion .  

Tigure  is a s  added up from t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

"Other" ca tegory  i n c l u d e s  a l l  m a t t e r s  a d j u d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  have not been s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i s t e d .  

gChange in pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between filings and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  
These i n c l u d e  probable  cause  

It was determined from t h e  d a t a  t h a t  many of hear ings ,  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  writs of habeas corpus,  commitment proceedings ,  and waiver hear ings .  
t h e s e  were probable cause  c a s e s  i n  t h e  County Courts.  

kAddi t iona l  in format ion:  

mCategories f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source: Div is ion  of S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra t ion ,  1976 Indiana  J u d i c i a l  Report  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  Indiana).  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  

The beginning pending f i g u r e  is low because a major i ty  of t h e  County Cour ts  began handl ing  o p e r a t i o n  on January  I ,  1976. 

"Other" t r i a l s  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  t r i a l s  i n  smal l  claims. t r a f f i c .  and f e l o n y  pre l iminary  cases .  

except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed vhare  necessary.  
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JUVENILE COURT OF MARION COUNTY, IWIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 1 judge 
January 1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: .................................................... 6 2 3  42 25 Criminal1 

Total criminal .................................................. 6 42 25 23 

- - - - 

Juvenile : 
Other juvenile: 
Juvenile ..................................................... 1 ,287  
Otherj ........................................................ 110 
Total ......................................................... 1,397 

5 , 9 6 8  
87 

6.055 
5 , 7 1 4  

61  
5,775 

1 , 5 4 1  
136 

1,677 
Total juvenile .................................................. 1 ,397  6 , 0 5 5  5 .775  1 ,677  

Grand total ...................................................... 1 , 4 0 3  6 ,097  5 ,800  1 , 7 0 0  

Triald 
Non-jury 
- 

criminal ................. 0 10 10 
Juvenile ................. 4 4 , 3 1 6  4 , 3 2 0  
Total ..................... 4 4 , 3 2 6  4 , 3 3 0  

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted i f  tried to verdict or decision. 

Criminal cases are misdemeanors committed against juveniles by adults. 
Other cases are informal juvenile hearings. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

INDIANA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts. 2 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending : pending Filed Disposed 

Civi1d: 
l a w :  

Probate: 
........................................................ civil 396 408 368 4351 

Probatefadoption ............................................. 4 ,091  
Guardianship ................................................. 4 ,771  
Total ......................................................... 8 , 8 6 2  
Other civil .................................................... 1,283 
Total civil .................................................... : 10 ,541  

3 ,687  
822  

4 , 5 0 9  

6 , 7 4 4  
1.827 

3 ,722  
64  1 

4 ,363  
1,028 
5 , 7 5 9  

Grand total ...................................................... 10 ,541  6 , 7 4 4  5 ,759  !I ,  412g 

Triald * Non-jury Total 
Civil .................. 3 3.677 3 , 6 8 0  

Civil dispositions 
Settled .............. 133 
Default .............. 215 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A trial is counted i f  tried to verdict or  decision. 

Figures are as added up from the annual report. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF MARION COUNTY, INDIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 
1 court, I1 full-time and 4 part-time judges 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civi1d: 

Law : 
Civil ........................................................ 5,616 
Redocketed civil ............................................. 3,181 
Venued in .................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 8,797 

__ 
8,249 
6,701 

7 
14,957 

10,058 3 8008 
7,791 2:09Ih _- -- 

17,849 

Total civil ..................................................... 8,797 14,957 17,849 5,891' 

CriidMld: 
Wisdemeamx : 
Criminal ..................................................... 13,918 

Total criminal .................................................. 13,918 35,595 32,129 23,573' 

Nonfelony traffic ............................................ 46,150 96,310 86,425 76,9968 

Total traffic ................................................... 46,150 96,310 86,425 76,996' 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Grand total ...................................................... 68,865 146,862 136,403 1O6,46Og 

Triald 
N s r y  Total C i v i l  dispositions Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Civil .................... 39 6,075 6,114 Settled .............. 306 Plea ........................... 59,399 
Criminal ................. 100 11,946 12,046 Default .............. 5,906 Traffic Violations Bureau ...... 8,361 
Traffic .................. 39 24,062 24,101 Dismissed ............ 4,017 Dismissed ...................... 12,865 
Total ..................... 178 42,083 42,261 Venued o u t  ........... 83 Other .......................... 1,782 

Other ................ 1,423 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. -- - Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit oE count: 

A c i v i l  case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of Informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is  counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

Figurea are as reported in the annual report. 

End pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and beginning pending data. 

8Change in pending does not  equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

hFlgure was computed: 

Source: Division of State Cnurt Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis. Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
eXCeDt that totals have been COmDuted where necessary. 

INDIANA C I T Y  COURT 
Court of limited jurisdictioo 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the City Court for 1976. 

81 courts. 81 judges 

INDIANA TOWN COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the Town Court for 1976. 

25 courts, 25 judges 

INDIANA J U S T I C E  OF THE PUCE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court far 1976. 

SNALL CLAIMS COURT OF MARION COUNTY, INDIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

8 conrtB, 8 judges 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the Small Claims Court for 1976. 
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Iowa court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Appeals as of right in all cases from District 

Court except real estate under $1,000 or 
decisions on small claims appeals. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
89 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. General and original civil,, probate 
- General and original criminal. 
. Juvenile. 

Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
16 district associate judges 
14 regular full-time magistrates 
8 substitute full-time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions $3,ooO or less, small claims 
$1 ,ooO or less. Forcible entry and 
detainer except title to property. - Misdemeanors, indictable misdemeanors, 
non-indictable misdemeanors, including 
traffic and ordinance violations. 
Preliminary hearings. 

-Juvenile. 
Six-person jury trials in simple 
misdemeanor (non-indictable) cases. 

No jury trials in small claims. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
191 part-time magistrate positions 
Jurisdiction. 
- Small claims $1 .OOO or less. Forcible entry and 
detainer except title to property. - Non-indictable misdemeanor including traffic 
and ordinance violations (fine less than 
$100 or sentence less than 30 days). 
Preliminary examinarions. 
No jury trial in small claims. 
Jury trial in criminal cases. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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IOWA SUPREME COURT 
Court of l a s t  r e s o r t  

9 justices 
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l 1  ....................................................... 662 
Criminal3 .................................................... 337 
Other:  

D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................... A 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 999 

Other  cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings  ......................................... ( j )  
Requests t o  appea l  ..................................... :..... 

Tota l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. (j) 
- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Signed w r i t t e n  opin ion  ......... 317 
Per curiam ..................... 70 
Affirmed wi thout  op in ion  ....... 7 

547 
408 

_Li2 
955 

31 
190 
221 
- 

625 
446 

8 
1,079 
__ 

756 
322 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 999 

Other proceedings: 
Other m a t t e r s :  

Motions and o r d e r s  ........................................... -- 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... -- 

- 

1,176 1,079 1,O7Bg 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  
Affirmed ......................... 254 
Reversed ......................... 87 
Mixed ............................ 35 
Dismissa l  or withdrawal .......... 474 
T r a n s f e r r e d  ...................... 69 
Consol ida ted  ..................... 28 

Tine i n t e r v a l  (average  months) 
C i v i l  P r i o r i t y  c i v i l "  Criminal & 

Not ice  of appea l  t o  r e a d i n e s s  .......... 8.6 8.6 9.5 9.1 
Readiness t o  submission ................ 17.8 2.1 2.0 7.0 ....... 1.8 2.0 Submission t o  f i l i n g  of d e c i s i o n  2.4 1.9 
Not ice  of appea l  t o  d e c i s i o n  ........... 28.8 12.6 13.3 18.1 

- 

- - _ _ -  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
-- = l o t  a p p l i c a b l e .  

!Change i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
JExplana t ian  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

C i v i l  a p p e a l s  disposed and pending f i g u r e s  inc lude  d i r e c t  c i v i l  a p p e a l s ,  o r i g i n a l  proceedings,  and r e q u e s t s  t o  appea l  a r i s i n g  out  of c i v i l  

Cr imina l  a p p e a l s  d i sposed  and pending f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  both d i r e c t  c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  and o r i g i a a l  p roceedings  a r i s i n g  out  of c r i m i n a l  cases. 

P r i o r i t y  c i v i l  i n c l u d e s  pos tconvic t ion  r e l i e f  and c o n t e s t e d  c h i l d  cus tody  cases .  

cases .  D i s c i p l i n a r y  c a s e s  a r e  inc luded  i n  c i v i l  appea ls  under f i l e d  and pending. 

"Time i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending d a t a :  

Source: Clerk  of t h e  Supreme Cour t ,  Iowa Supreme Court  S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  Far  t h e  Year 1977, Iowa J u d i c i a r y  (Des Moines, Iowa);  and Court  
Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Department, 1976 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  (Des m i n e s ,  Iowa: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  
r e u o r t s  exceut  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been comuuted where necessarv .  and a d d i t i o n s  and r e v i s i o n s  have been made d u r i n e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  bv t h e  
c l e r k  of t h e  Supreme Court .  

IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 d i s t r i c t s C  
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

i P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
Small claims: 

Small claims ( a s s o c i a t e  judges and r e g u l a r  m a g i s t r a t e s )  ...... 
Small claims ( s u b s t i t u t e  and part-t ime m a g i s t r a t e s )  .,. 

..................... ..................... 
.............................. 

.......................... .......................... 
Tota l  ........ ............. ... 

Regular c i v i l  ( d i s t r i c t  judges)  .............................. 
Regular c i v i l  ( a s s o c i a t e  iudses,  s u b s t i t u t e  and 

Other  c i v i l :  

reg" 
T o t a l  . 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ...... ................................. 

974 

x 
12,9RZf 

W A  
N f A  
N f A  
NIA 

x 
x 

34,164f 

57nh 

47,146i 

5,752 

x 
62,416 

18,594 
3,630 

672 
22,896 

39,719 

384 
40,103 

125,415 

12,220 

- 

5.911 815 
12;265 
46,037 
64,213 

16,950 
N I A  
N I A  

i6 ,95ni  

525 
X 

11,185 

N I A  
N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

37,242 x 
366 

37,608 
118,77I i  

X 
36,659 

47,844i  

(cont inued  on next  page) 
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Iowa District Court (continued) 

CrimiMld : 
Felony: 

nisdemeamr: 
Regular criminaljk ........................................... 
Regular criminaljk ........................................... 
Nonindictable statek ......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Felony preliminary: 
Preliminary examinationj (associate judges and regular 

Preliminary examination (substitute and part-time 
magistrates) ............................................... 
magistrates) ............................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Ordinance violations: 
Nonindictable ordinancek ..................................... 

Total criminalk ................................................. 

9,964fj 18,015 

(3) 8,143 
X X 
X X 

1,650f 7.285 

1,059fh 12,695 
2,709 19,980 

X X 

X X 

- - 

Traffic : 
Orher traffic violations: 
Nonindictable statek ......................................... X 
Nonindictable ordinancek ..................................... X 
Total ......................................................... X 

X 
X 
X - 

16,534 

8,130 
44,762 
52,892 

7,258 

12,332 
19,590 

93,183 

182,199 

11,4581 

(1) 
X 
X 

1,677 

1,422 
3,099 

x 
X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
_. 

Total traffic ................................................... X X 285.710 X 

Juvenile : 
Ocher jwenile: 
Juvenile (dietrict judges) ................................... N/A 

Total ......................................................... N/A 
Juvenile (associate judges and regular magistrates) .......... N/A 

3,134 
2,538 
5,672 

2,797 
3,832 
6,629 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
Total juvenile .................................................. N/A 5,672 6,629 N/A 

~~ 

Grand total ...................................................... 133,424i 587,921 593,3091 123,047j 

Triald 
Non-jury 
- 

civil ...... 384 14,857 15,261 
Criminal ... 1,022 23,780 24,802 
Traffic .... 160 8,506 8,666 

Total ........ 1,566 47,143 48,709 

Age of pending cases 12/31/76 
Over 1 year Under 1 year 

Regular civil ..... 16,564 20,095 
Regular criminal .. 2,665 8,793 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by CBtegOKy. 

=Judge information: 
Data include cases handled by 89 district and 16 district associate judges, 14 regular full-time, 8 substitute full-time, and 191 pait-time 
magistrates. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A mn-jury trial (contested) is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

The disparity between these figures is due to inventory corrections. 

Beginning pendiq figure was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data. 

Probate, total civil, and grand total disposed figures do not include guardianship and conservatorship, or trusteeship. 
Total civil pending does not include probate data. 
Grand total pending does not include probate or juvenile data. 

Small claims total includes cases handled by the clerk. 

Regular criminal cases handled by the district judges include felonies and appeals. 
Felony pending is the total for all regular criminal categories (felony, appeal, indictable misdemeanor). 
Uisdemeanor (regular criminal) pending cases are included in the felony (regular criminal) data. 

Estate, guardianship and conservatorship. trusteeship, and regular criminal (felony) are handled by district judges only. 
Nonindictable state and nonindictable ordinance cases are handled by district associate judges, regular full-time, substitute full-time, and 

In addition to the total criminal data, there were 238 search warrants ana 30 miscellaneous actions handled by district associate and regular 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 

hFigure was computed: 

iData are not complete: 

hplanation of data included in the category: 
The cases are not listed as filed or pending in the "by clerk" category because the 

cases are filed as regular cases and not as cases to be specifically disposed by the clerk. 

kAddtional information: 

part-time magistrates. 

full-time magistrates, and 840 search warrants and 73 miscellaneous actions handled by substitute full-time and part-time magistrates. 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judicial Department, 1976 Annual Statistical Report, Iowa Judiciarx (Des Hoines, Iowa: 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1977); Statistics 
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Kansas court system, 1976 
SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Final appellate jurisdiction in civil matters 

- Original jurisdiction in injunctions, quo warranto, 
over $500 and in all criminal matters. 

and mandamus. 

DISTRICT COURT (29) 
63 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Unlimited original civil jurisdiction except in 
certain probate cases. 

- Unlimited original criminal jurisdiction except in 
city ordinance violation cases. 

. No juvenile jurisdiction. 

. Appellate jurisdiction from lower courts. 

I 

I 

1 

PROBATE COURT (105) 
105 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Probate wills, settle estates, 

guardianship. committing the insane, 
and habeas corpus cases. 

101 probate judges serve plus 4 
separate juvenile judges t- Jurisdiction: 

. Exclusive jurisdiction over delinquent, 
miscreant, wayward, truant, dependent 
and neglected children, as well as 
juvenile traffic offenders. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
. Misdemeanors, city ordinance violations, 

including traffic (less than $499 fine 
or 1 year imprisonment). 

No jury trials. 

$i Indicates route of appeal. 

COUNTY COURT (93) 
Probate judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil under $1,000. 
- Felony preliminaries, misdemeanors, 

traffic (less than $2,500 fine or 1 vear 
imprisonment). I Jury trials in most counties. 

CITY COURT (8) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil under $3,000. 
- Felony preliminaries, misdemeanors, 

Jury trials. 

traffic (less than $2,500 fine or 
1 year imprisonment). 

-1 MAGISTRATES COURT (5) 
5 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil under $3,000. 
- Felony preliminaries, misdemeanors, 

traffic (less than $2,500 fine or 
1 year imprisonment). 

Jury trials. 

COMMON PLEAS COURT 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil under $3,000. 
. Felony preliminaries, misdemeanors, 

Jury trials. 

traffic (less than $2,500 fine or 1 
year imprisonment). 

222 



KANSAS SUPRELIB COURT 
Court of last r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
J u l y  1, 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pendillg 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 
Crimiml ..................................................... 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other cases :  

O r i g i n a l  procecdings: 
Habeas corpus .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  c a s e s  ......................................... 
Quo Warranto ............................................... 
E r r o r  coram nobis  .......................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. &ques ts  t o  a p p e a l  ........................................... 

155f 
76f 

231f 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
8f 

7f 

254 
152 
406 
- 

X 
X 
X 
x 
X 
32 

32 
- 

7 

186 
118 
304 
- 

1 1  
13 
10 
1 
1 
36 

36 
- 

223 
110 
333 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

4 

4 
- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other  proceedings: 

Other m a t t e r s :  
Appl ica t ion  f o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

r e l i e f  ( r u l e s  5, 15, 16, and 17) ........................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings  ......................................... 

239f 

Of 

Of 

- 

438 340 

42 

42 

- 42 

42 

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Appeals te rmina ted  by opin ion  .... 276 

Time i n t e r v a l s  (average  months) 
Not ice  of appea l  t o  docket ing  .......................... 
Docketing t o  r e a d i n e s s  ................................. 
Readiness t o  d e c i s i o n  .................................. 
Docketing t o  d e c i s i o n  .................................. 
Not ice  of appea l  t o  d e c i s i o n  ........................... 
Docketing t o  submission ................................ 
Age of pending c a s e s  from d a t e  of n o t i c e  of appea l  ..... 
Age of pending cases  from d a t e  of docket ing  cases  ...... 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  
Affirmed .............. 190 
Reversed .............. 65 

. Reversed i n  p a r t  ...... 16 
Dismissed ............. 33 

C i v i l  Cr imina l  
5.6 7.7 
4.4 4.1 
7.1 1.8 

- -  

11.6 8 .8  
17.1 16.5 

9.9 1 .5  
10.4 13.9 

4.8 4.1 

337 

0 

0 

- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough informat ion  is known. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year.  

Source: 

The ca tegory  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  

J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Kansas J u d i c i a l  Counci l  B u l l e t i n  1976. 5 0 t h  Annual Report  (Topeka, Kansas: 
are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

December 1976). S t a t i s t i c s  

4 
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KANSAS DISTRICT COORT 
Court Of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

29 d i s t r i c t s .  63  Judges 
Julv 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 -, 

End 
pending Beginning F i l e d  Disposed 

pending 

c i v i l %  
Auto t o r t  ..................................................... 
C o n t r a c t  ...................................................... 
P r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Forec losure  ................................................. 
Real  p r o p e r t y  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Divorce ..................................................... 
S e p a r a t e  maintenance ........................................ 
Annulment ................................................... 
Reciproca l  I N  ............................................... 
Reciproca l  OUT .............................................. 

Non-auto t o r t  ................................................ 

D m e e t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  

Other  domestic r e l a t i o n s  .................................... 
T o t a l  ........................................................ 

Other  c i v i l :  
Other r e g u l a r  c i v i l  ......................................... 

Appeals ....................................................... 
ExtraOrdiMry W r i t s :  

K.S.A. 60-1507 ............................................. 
I n j u n c t i o n ,  quo warran to ,  mandamus .......................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

cr imina ld :  
Felony: 

Crime a g a i n s t  person ........................................ 
Crime a g a i n s t  p r o p e r t y  ...................................... 
Other f e l o n y  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
nisdemeanar ................................................... 
Appeals: 

Driving whi le  i n t o x i c a t e d  ................................... 
Other t r a f f i c  ............................................... 
Other oEfenses .............................................. 

Tota l  ........................................................ 
Tota l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 

T r a f f i c :  
DWL'DUI : 

Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  
Dr iv ing  whi le  i n t o x i c a t e d  ................................... 
T r a f f i c  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  .................................................. 

1,497f 
1,480f 
3,734f 

540: 
612 

1,152f 

7,3Ogf 
35Zf 

392f 
l l l f  

I l 2 f  
191f 

8,467f 

1,98Zf 
( j )  

28: 
262 

>f 

18,60Zf 

388f 
70I f  
32af 

50f 
1,417 

l l O f  

183f 
14Zf 

>f 

1 ,902f 

17f 

Af 

46f 

1,260 
1,533 
6,375 

1,012 

2,220 

18,545 
502 
438 

1,301 
1,210 

603 
22,599 

3,412 

I ,  208 

( 1 )  

53 
359 
412 

32,811 

1,212 
3,163 
1,139 
5,514 

146 

315 
451 
600 

1,366 

7,026 

88 

141 

229 

1,325 
1,332 
6,033 

1,027 
1,224 
2,251 

18,817 
589 
459 

1,143 
1,203 

538 
22,749 

2,928 
( j )  

62 
379 
441 

37,059 

1,250 
3,088 
1,089 
5,427 

144 

303 
424 
569 

1,296 

6,867 

67 

125 

192 

1,432 
1.681 
4,076 

525 
596 

1,121 

7,037 
265 
90 

550 
119 
256 

8,317 

2,466 
(j) 

19 
242 
261 

19,354 

350 
776 
378 

1,504 
52 

122 
169 
214 
505 

2.061 

38 

45 

8 3  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 20,550f 45,066 44,118 21,498 

Contested t r ia ld  
Non-jury Total 

C i v i l  .................. 389l 8,9411 9,330 
Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  ... 738 693 1,431 

T o t a l  ................... 1,127 9,634 10,761 

Time i n t e r v a l  (months) 
Contes ted  c i v i l  Contested criminal and t r a f f i c  

h e  of cases a t  d i s o a s i t i o n :  
Under 6 month .............. 5,771 
6 t o  12 months .............. 1,854 
Over 12 months.............. 1,705 

1,278 
129 
24 

Criminal and t r a f f i c  disDOSitions 

P leas  of g u i l t y  ......................... 3.838 
T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  ....................... 1,096 
Acqui t ted  ............................... 335 
Dismissedm .............................. 1,790 

Aue of pendinu cases 
Under 12 months .................. 17,670 
12 t o  24 months .................. 2,806 
Over 24 months ................... 1,022 

Boldface  headings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

d c a s e  d e E i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted at  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  Appeals are f i l e d  i n  c a t e g o r i e s  accord ing  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  case. 
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count is t h e  number of in format ions ,  i n d i c t m e n t s ,  o r  complaints.  
A Jury  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  jury i s  impaneled. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted i f  the  c a s e  is contes ted  (an a t t o r n e y  appears  in oppos i t ion) .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 Court  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  fOK t h e  1975 C O U K t  year.  
jExplane t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

l S p e c i a 1  source  or r e v i s i o n  in data:  

mCategor ies  €or d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

C i v i l  appea ls  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  c a t e g o r i e s  accord ing  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  s u i t .  

F igure  is as rev ised  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  j u d i c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  

Dismissed c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  d i s m i s s a l s ,  o t h e r  uncontes ted  matters, and a p p e a l s  from lower Courts.  

Source: J u d i c i a l  Counci l ,  Kansas J u d i c i a l  Council  B u l l e t i n  1976, 5 0 t h  Annual Report  (Topeka, Kansas: 
Adminis t ra tor ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  on t h e  District Cour ts  1976 (Topeka, Kansas: 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and revisions have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  j u d i c i a l  

1976) ;  and O f f i c e  of J u d i c i a l  
1976). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t s  except  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  
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KANSAS CITY COURT. HAGISTIUTeS COURT, AND IXBtON PLEAS COURT 
&"Kt Of l i d t e d  JuKisdictiom 

1 4  c o u r t s .  17  judges  
J u l v  1. 1975 to J u n e  30. 1976 . -  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

CiVild 
l aw:  ........................................................ c i v i l  5,1911 2 7 , 9 3 5 h  28.269 2 

..................................................... T o t a l  c i v i l  5,7911 27,9Xih 28,269 5,457 

C r i m i n a l d :  - - - - 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. X X X X 

T r a f f i c :  - - - - 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... X X X X 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 9,949l  113,977h 114,192 9,734 

m d  
Non-jury Total 

c i v i l  ................ I 2.761 2,762 
Crfminal and t r a f f i c  . X X 2,648 

T o t a l  ................. X X 5,410 

Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
P leas  of g u i l t y  ................. 73,877 
T r i a l  convic ted  ................. 2,263 
T r i a l  a c q u i t t e d  ................. 385 
Dismissed ....................... 6,506 
Bound Over t O  D i s t r i c t  Court  .... 2,892 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted with t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count is the number of in format ions ,  ind ic tments .  or compla in ts .  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  j u r y  is impaneled. 
A nan-jury t r i a l  is counted i f  t h e  case  i s  contes ted  (an a t t o r n e y  appears i n  a p p o s i t i o n ) .  

F i l e d  f i g u r e  was computed from pending and d isposed  d a t a .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were obta ined  from t h e  1975 Kansas J u d i c i a l  Counci l  B u l l e t i n .  

hFigure  w a s  computed: 

k p e c i a l  source  OK r e v i s i o n  i n  da ta :  

Source: J u d i c i a l  Counci l ,  Kansas J u d i c i a l  Council  B u l l e t i n  1975, 4 9 t h  Annual Report;  1976. 5 0 t h  Annual Report  (Topeka, Kansas: 
1976). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t s  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

1975, 

KANSAS COUNTY COURT 

93 count ies :  p roba te  judges s e r v e  
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

J d v  1. 1975 t o  June 30. 1976 . -  
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Civ i ld :  

c i v i l  ........................................................ 2.4951 7 , 2 7 4 h  2,803 

T o t a l  C i v i l  ..................................................... 2.495l 7,274h 6,966 2,803 

Crimioald: - 

law: 

- - - 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. X X X X 

T r a f f i c :  - - - - 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... X X X X 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 10,1731 190, 127h 109,776 10,524 

T r i a l d  
N F r y  - 

C i v i l  ................ 1,162 
C r i m i n a l  and t r a f f i c  . X X 3,112 

T o t a l  ................. X X 4;275 

Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
P leae  of g u i l t y  ................. 168,875 
T r i a l  convic ted  ................. 2,830 
T r i a l  a c q u i t t e d  ................. 282 
Dismissed ....................... 9.224 
Bound Over t o  District  Court..... 1,599 

Boldface headings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCaae d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of s p e t i t i o n  OK compla in t .  
The criminal c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of in format ions ,  ind ic tments ,  or complaints.  
A j u r y  t r ia l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  is impaneled. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted i f  t h e  case  i a  c o n t e s t e d  (an a t t o r n e y  appears  i n  oppos i t ion) .  

F i l e d  f i g u r e  was computed from pending and d isposed  da ta .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  Were obta ined  from t h e  1975 Kansas J u d i c i a l  Council  B u l l e t i n .  

hFigure  was computed: 

'Special  s o u r c e  OK r e v i s i o n  i n  da te :  

Source: J u d i c i a l  Council .  Kansas J u d i c i a l  Council  B u l l e t i n  1975. 49 th  Annual Report;  1976, 5 0 t h  Annual ReDOrt (Topeka. Kansas: 1975, 1976). 
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t s  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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KANSAS PROBATE COURT AND JWBNILB COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

109 cour t8 .  109 Judges 
J u l y  1. 1975 t o  J u n e  30, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l %  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Probate :  
Adoption proceedings  ......................................... 
Guardianship,  c o n s e r v a t o r s h i p  ................................ 
T r u s t s  under s u p e r v i s i o n  ..................................... 
Care and t rea tment  proceedings  ............................... 
Determination of descent  ..................................... 
Misce l laneous  ................................................ 
Foreign t r a n s c r i p t s  .......................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Habeas carpus  h e a r i n g s  ....................................... 
Orders i n  absence of District Court  judge .................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

E s t a t e s  ...................................................... 

Extraord inary  writs: 

J u v e n i l e  : 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

NIA 

8,175f 
8,41Zf 

NIP. 
N I A  
N I A  
NIA 
N I A  

16, 587fi 

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
16,587fi  

- 
NIA 

N / A  

5,747 
1,796 

N I A  
N/A 
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

7.5431 

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
7,5431 

- 
N I A  

2,432 

5,287 
I ,  184 
1.954 
3,347 
2,680 
1,234 
1,890 

17,576 

20 
582 
602 

20,610 

- 
21,007 

NIA 

8,635 
9,024 

NIA 
N I A  
NIA 
N/A 
NIA 

17,659i 

N I A  
NIA 

N/A 
17,659i 

- 
N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 16,587f i  7,5431 41,617 17,659i 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N l A  * This  case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  

‘Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal t h e  end pending f i g u r e  for t h e  1975 c o u r t  year.  
iData  are not complete: 

A c i v i l  case is counted with t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  

Probate ,  t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and grand t o t a l  pending and f i l e d  f i g u r e s  inc lude  only  e s t a t e s  and guard ianship ,  c o n s e r v a t o r s h i p  cases. 

Source: J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Kansas J u d i c i a l  Counci l  B u l l e t i n  1976, 5 0 t h  Annual Report  (Topeka, Kansas: 
annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

December 1976). S t a t i s t i c s  are frm t h e  

KANSAS MLTNICIPAI. COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
J u l y  1, 1975 t o  June  30, 1976 

There  were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  the Municipal Cour t  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1976. 
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Kentucky court system, 1976 

I 
Judgment of death. 
Life imprisonment or 
Sentence greater than 
20 years. - 

I SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 

COURT OF APPEALS 
14 judges 

Jurisdiction: - Appeals as a matter of right on [udgments of 

- Review of administrative agency decisions. . 
the Circuit Court. 

J 

Jurisdiction: - Direct appeals on judgment of death, life 
imorisonment. or immisonment for over 20 Years. 

CIRCUIT COURT (56) 
87 judges 
Jurisdiction: - All justiciable causes not vested in some other court. - Civil actins over $500. - Original criminal. 
Appeals on the record. 
Jury trials. 

QUARTERLY COURT (1 20) 
County judges serve 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500. - Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than 
$500, sentence less than 1 year. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

Criminal 

1 I 

4 
~ 

COUNTY COURT (1 20) 
120 judqes 
Jurisdiction 
- Exclusive probate jurisdiction 
- Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than $500, 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction 
Appeals de novo 
Jury trials 

sentence less than 1 year 

POLICE COURT (344) 
344 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500. - Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than 
$500, sentence less than 1 year. Municipal 
ordinance violations. Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. - 

t 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (1 42) 
142 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $500. 
- Misdemeanor and traffic with fine less than $500. 

sentence less than 1 year 
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KENTUCKY SUPREKE COURT 
Cwrt of last resort 

7 j u s t i c e s  
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Tota l  appea ls  ................................................ 
Other c a s e s :  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n s  .......................................... N l A  

T o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 

Yotion f o r  appea l  ......................................... N I A  
Motion f o r  t r a n s f e r  ....................................... N l A  
Motion f o r  d i s c r e t i o n a r v  review ........................... N I A  

Act ions  f o r  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f  ............................. N/A 

Bequests t o  appea l :  

X 
14 
X 

I 1  
7 
3 ... ...................................................... 21 X N I A  __ - Tota l  N / A  __ 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases  ............................................ B/A X X T 

X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 

X N / A  
X N / A  
X N I P .  

T o t a l  c a s e s  .................................................... N I A  

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s :  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  rehear ing  ..................................... K I A  

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ........................................ N l A  

__. 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Opinion ................... 750 
Order ..................... 314 
Transfer  .................. 153 

833 

141 

141 

- 

1,2173 

130 

130 

N I A  

N/A 

NI A 

- 

~~ - - ~ ~ _ _  
Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a f i s i f i c a t ~ o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
hIA - This case type  is handled by the  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Annual Repor t ,  1976 ( F r a n k f o r t ,  Kentucky). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f r a n  t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  

Tota l  c a s e s  d isposed  i n c l u d e  153 c a s e s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Court of Appeals. 

t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

KENllJCKY COURT OF APPEALSk 
I o t e n n e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  Court 

14 judges  
J u l y  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976k 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
- __ - - ................................................ Appeals: 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  0 X X X 

Other  cases :  
O r i g i M l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n s  .......................................... 0 X X X 
Act ions  f a r  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f a  ............................ 0 Oa 08 X 

T o t a l  ...................................................... 0 X X X 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................ 0 X X X 
.......................................... __ - - Requests t o  a p p e a l  

T o t a l  c a s e s  ................................................... Ok 615 7 l k  544k 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s :  ..................................... 0 0 0 

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ........................................ 0 0 0 0 

- - - - P e t i t i o n s  for  r e h e a r i n g  0 

Manner of  d i s p o s i t i o n  
Opinion .................... 38 
Order ...................... 33 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
slank space - Not enough informat ion  i s  known. The case ca tegory  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  k n o m  t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
J u r i s d l c t i o n  regard ing  " a c t i o n s  f o r  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f "  was r e t a i n e d  by t h e  Supreme Court u n t i l  February 1, 1977. The Court of Appeals 

ob ta ined  j u r i s d i c t i o n  on t h a t  d a t e .  
kAddi t i o n a l  in format ion:  

The Court of Appeals became o p e r a t i o n a l  i n  August 1976. Appeals were docketed beginning on J u l y  1, 1976. 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Annual Report ,  1976 ( F r a n k f o r t ,  Kentucky). S t a t i s t i c s  are frao t h e  annual r e p o r t -  
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KENTUCKY CIRCUIT COURTi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

56 districts, 87 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

- - - - Civild: 

Total civil ..................................................... 71,720f 59,497 55,110 76,1041 

aildMld : 
Pelonyldsdemeanor: 

Bxtraordioary writs: 
Criminal3 .................................................... 8,208 11,013 11,589 9,0948 

Prisoner petitions ........................................... 20 189 151 58 - 
Total criminal .................................................. 8, 22Sf 11,202 11,740 9,1528 

Grand total ...................................................... 79,94Sf 70,699 66,850 85,2568 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is i n  general the number of informations or indictments. Counts were made for both the number of 
informations or indictments and the number of defendants, with more data being available for the information or indictment unit of count. 
Estimates for those counties missing information or indictment data were taken to be the number of defendants. 

fBeginning pending figure f o r  the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
8Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

bats are not complete: 
Discrepancy for criminal cases results from estimation procedures used to arrive at some criminal figures. 

The following counties were not included in the state totals because their caseload reports were not received in time by the administrative 
office of the courts: Breathitt, Carroll, Casey. Johnson, Knott, Lincoln, Montgomery, Rockcastle, Scott, Whitley. and Woodford. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1976 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
Criminal cases include felony. misdemeanor, and civil and Criminal appeal cases. 

totals have been computed where necessary. 

KENTUm COUNTY COURT, QUARTERLY COURT. POLICE COURT, AND JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

120 county courts, 120 judges; 120 quarterly courts. county judges serve; 
344 police courts, 344 judges; 142 justice courts. 142 judges 

January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filedb Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civi1d: 
Law: 
Civil ........................................................ 

Robate ........................................................ 
Total civil ..................................................... 
a h h a l d :  
Ordinance violations: 
Criminal/city ordinance ...................................... 

Felony preliminary ............................................. 
Total criminal .................................................. 

Tref f ic : 
Other traffic violations: 
Serious traffic .............................................. 
Other traffic ................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/ A 

N/A 

- 

42,658 
20,097 

62,755 

ia5,27s 

209,356 

73,425 
353,021 
426,646 

426,446 

N/A 26,043 N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... NfA 724.600 N/A N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
barticular court or reporting system information: 

Lower court data were M t  reported and not previously estimated in Adair, Allen, Anderson, Ballard, Bell, Bourbon, Boyd, Bracken, Breathitt, 
Bullitt, Caldwell, Campbell, Carlisle, Carroll, Casey, Clark, Clay, Crittenden, Cumberland, Davies, Edmonson, Elliott, Estill, Fayette, 
Floyd, Franklin, Fulton, Gallatin, Garrard, Graves, Grayson, Greenup, Hancock, Harlan, Harrison, Hart, Henderson, Henry, Hickman, 
Hopkins, Jackson. Jessamine. Johnson, Kenton, Knott, Knox, Laurel, Lawrence, Lee, Leslie, Letcher, Lewis, Lincoln, McCreary, McLean, 
Madison, Marion, Marshall, Mason, Menifee, Mercer, Metcalfe, Monroe. Morgan, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Nicholas, Owen, Perry, Pike, Powell, 
Robertson, Rockcastle, Scott, Taylor, Todd, Trigg, Union, Wayne, Webster, Whitley. Wolfe, and Woodford counties. The projected easeload 
for each case category was substituted for actually reported figures in these counties. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts. Annual Report, 1976 (Frankfort. Kentucky). "Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been ComDuted where necessary. 



Louisiana court system, 1976 

Fine greater than $500. 
Sentence greater than 6 months. COURTS OF APPEAL(4) 

29 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil appeals only. Appeals from 

Fam ilylJ uveni le Court. I 

4- Civil - 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals in criminal cases with fines greater than 

I 
$500, sentence greater than, 6 months; civil cases; 
and constitutionality of ordinance or statute. 

f 

DISTRICT COURT (35) 
,39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Original civil jurisdiction. 

Exclusive real property, election, 
probate, civil rights, and receiver- 
ship jurisdiction. 

. Original criminal jurisdiction. 
Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 

Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. Criminal 

JUVENILE COURT (3) 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-In Caddo, Jefferson, and 
Orleans Parishes. 

- Desertion, non-support, adoption. - Adult crimes against juvenile not 
punishable by death or hard labor. 

- Neglect, delinquency. 
civil less than $'O0. 
Fine less than $500. 
Sentence less than 6 months. 

I Juvenile 

* 

EAST BATON ROUGE 
FAMILY COURT 

TRAFFIC COURT 
OF NEW ORLEANS 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance, traffic 

violations. 
No jury trials. 

2judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Adoption, non-support, desertion, 
separation, divorce. - Adult crimes against juveniles not 
punishabte by death or hard labor. - Neglect, delinquency. 

Civil greater thai 

indicates route of appeal. f 

00. 

# 

CITY COURT (49) 
54 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
.Civil varies from less than $100 to 

. Criminal not punishable by hard 

.Juvenile if no juvenile or family 

No jury trials. 

less than $2.000. 

labor. Preliminary hearings. 

court. 

L PARISH COURT OF 
JEFFERSON PARISH (2) 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction - Civil actions under $1,000 - Criminal not punishable by 
hard labor 

No jury trials 

JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE COURT (461) 
461 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $300. 
. Committing magistrate in non- 

No jury trials. 
capital cases. 

I MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
NEW 0 R LEANS I 4 judges 

I Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations except 

traffic. 
I NO iurv trials. I 

Jurisdiction: 
~ Municipal ordinance violations. 
No jury trials. 
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LDUISIANA SUPREPIE COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

7 justices 
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 
P End 

F i l e d  Disposed pendin& 
Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other cases :  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
writs ...................................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................... 
Other ...................................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Requests t o  a p p e a l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

N  /A 

-%- 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

8 
453 
461 

1,278 
22 
1 

1,301 

1,301 
(k) 

.- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

I ,  762 

212 

212 

7 N / A  
337 N/A 
344 N/A 

1,233k 
8J 

(k) 

1 
1,242 

1,242 

N/A 
NIA 
N / A  
A/A 
N/A 

N/A 

I,  586 N/A 

236 N/A 
236 N/A 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Opinion ...................... 513 

Appeals d i smissed  ............ 13 Per  curiam without op in ion  ... 61 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This  case  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  category: 

kAdditiona.l in format ion:  

Source: J u d i c i a l  Adminis t ra tor ,  J u d i c i a l  Council  Annual Report  wi th  1976 S t a t i s t i c s  and Rela ted  Data (New Or leans ,  Louis iana) ;  and O f f i c e  of 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  ease d i s p o s i t i o n s  were assumed t o  be equal  t o  t h e  number of repor ted  opin ions  rendered on d i s c i p l i n a r y  cases. 

Of t h e  1,233 writs d isposed ,  145 were repor ted  as opin ions  w r i t t e n  a f t e r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h e  w r i t  and argument of t h e  case.  

t h e  Clerk ,  Supreme Court  of Louis iana ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Resume (New Or leans ,  Louis iana) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t s  
except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and a d d i t i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  c l e r k  of cour t .  
Unpublished d a t a  were obta ined  through te lephone  c a l l s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c l e r k .  

rnISIANA OJOBTS OF A P P W a  
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  comrt 

4 circuits, 29 judges 
January  1. 1976 to D e c e m b e r  31. 1976 

End 
pending m pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 

Other cases :  
Original proceedings: 

writs ...................................................... 
Requests to a p p e a l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

X 
' X  
- 

X 
X 
X 
- 

1,947 
1,947 

242 

242 
- 

1,802 - 
1,802 

X 
X 
- 

229h X 

229 X 
- - 

T o t a l  cases  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

760fh 

N/A 
N/A 

2,189 

N/A 

N/A 

- 

2,031 

a96 - 
896 

918 

N/A 

N/A 

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Judgments rendered ............. 1,627 
Cases d ismissed  ................ 175 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space - Bot enough informat ion  is known. The case  ca tegory  may o r  may not  be handled by t h e  cour t .  
N/A - This case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

acOurt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  , 

fgeginning  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
hFigure  was computed: 

Court  h e a r s  c i v i l  a p p e a l s  only. 

The w r i t s  disposed f i g u r e  was computed by adding  writs re fused  and w r i t s  gran ted .  
Beginning pending f i g u r e  was  computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  

Source: J u d i c i a l  Adminis t ra tor ,  J u d i c i a l  Counci l  Annual Report  wi th  1976 S t a t i s t i c s  and Rela ted  Data (New Orleans,  Louisiana).  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  - 
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LOUISIANA DISTRICT COURTi, FAUILY COURT, AND JUVENILE COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

35 districts, 139= judges; 1 court, 2 judges; 3 courts, 7 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Auto tort ..................................................... 
Uon-auto tort: 
Other tort .................................................. 

Contract ...................................................... 
Property rights ............................................... 
Domestic relations: 
vomestic .................................................... 

Administrative: 
Workmen's compensation ...................................... 
Succession .................................................. 
Total ........................................................ 
Other civil ................................................... 
Appeals ....................................................... 
Total civil .................................................... 
Criminald : 
Felony: 

nisdemeanor: 
Criminal categories ......................................... 
Criminal categories ......................................... 

Total criminal ................................................. 
Juvenile : 
Delinquency ................................................... 
Status offenses: 
Child in need ............................................... 

Other jwenile ................................................ 
Total juvenile ................................................. 

NIA 

N /A 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

- 

NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

NIA 

NIA 
N /A 

N/A 

- 

8.616 

5,280 
26,779 
1,758 

26,605 

4,307 
9,442 
13,749 
15,559 

65 

100, 86ak 

14,721 

37,576 

52,?97 

5,501 

854 
3.671 
10,406k 

N I A  

N /A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 
N /A 

NIA 

- 

__ 

Grand totali... .................................................. N/A 163,571 N/A N I A  

Time interval (median days) 
Cases disposed 

Cases set for trial without beinp. Total for 
Filing to disposition: Cases tried but not tried set for triai all cases 
civil ............... 52 85 3 i  40 
WiCdMl: 
Felony .............. 114 
Hisdemeanor ......... 65 

97 
53 

66 84 
26 20 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

=Judge information: 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
Nine of the 139 Vistrict Court judges are in the 5 parishes that submitted no reports. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

Of the 64 parishes, no data were submitted for St. Mary, Ascension, Assumption, Plaquemines. and Terrebonne Parishes. 

Total civil and total juvenile filings as reported do not equal the sum of the filings by category. 

iData are not complete: 

kAdditional information: 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1976 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). Statistlcs are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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LOUISIANA CITY COUaTi AND PARISH COURTi, Ngy ORLEANS NUUICIPAL AND TRAFFIC COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

53 courts, 65 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civil% 
l a w :  
Civil ........................................................ 

Total civil ..................................................... 
criminald: 
Uisdemeanor .................................................... 
Ordinance violations ........................................... 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 
State cases .................................................. 
Ordinance cases .............................................. 
State cases--juvenile ........................................ 
Ordinance cases--juvenile .................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Total other traffic ............................................. 
Juvenile: 
Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency and neglect: 
Neglect ...................................................... 

Other juvenile: 
Special proceedings .......................................... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

NIA 

NIA 

- 

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 

- 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 

- 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 

NJA 

59,537 

59.537 

21,027 
91.131 
112,158 

126,205 
254,839 

2,764 
4,175 

387,983 

387,983 

4,569 

299 

207 

5,075 

35,081 

35,081 

20,736 
72,256 

92,992 

121,172 
209,504 
3,672 
1,114 

335,462 

335,462 

3,951 

304 

154 

4,409 

Grand total ...................................................... NIA 564.753 467,944 NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

Data Were not available for Oakdale and Plaquemines. 
iData are not complete: 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1976 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

JLJUISIANA JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

461 courts, 461 justices of the peace 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for 1976. 

IOUISIANA MYOR'S COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Mayor's Court for 1976. 
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Maine court system, 1976 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
6 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Original jurisdiction in equity concurrent 

~ Hears final appeals from lower courts 
with Superior Court. 

and appellate review of criminal 
sentencing. 

SUPERIOR COURT- (16) 
14 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil. 

Equity matters relating to estates. 
. Original jurisdiction in criminal. 
-Juveniles bound over for grand jury. 
Criminal appeals are de novo. 
Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (13) 
20 judges 16 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
.Civil actions under $20,000,, divorce, 
annulment, separation, quiet title, 
small claims. 

- Misdemeanors. 
.Juvenile. for separation. 

PROFATE COURT (16) 

Jurisdiction: 
. Wills, testamentary or administration, 
settlement of estates. Guardianship. 
Adoptions, change of name, and actions 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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MAINE SUPREKE JUDICIAL COURT 
Court of last resort 

6C justices 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

P End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ....................................................... 
Criminal .................................................... 
Total appeale ................................................ 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

Requests to appeal: 

Sentence review: 

Solemn occasion opinionsj ................................. 
Requests for certificate of probable cause3 ............... 
Appeals in the appellate division ......................... 

Total other cases ............................................ 

119 
121 
246 
- 

145 
124 
269 

121 
115 
236 

- - 
143 
136 
279 
- 

0 2 2 0 

0 6 6 0 

55 35 
35 63 

- - 51 33 
33 65 

- 

Total cases .................................................... 279 334 299 314 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ................ 155 
Per curiam opinions ............ 11 
Solemn occasion opinions ....... 2 

Disposition of appeals 
Sustained ................ 34 
Denied ................... 113 
Remanded ................. 19 
Dismissed ................ 68 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

CJudge information: 

jExplanatian of data included in the category: 
One “active retired“ justice serves in addition to the s i x  justices. 

Solemn occasion opinions are requests from the legislature or governor for advisory opinions. 
A request for a certificate of probable cause can be filed after denial of a petition for postconviction relief, and if granted, results in 

a regular appeal. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual RepOrt 1977 (Auburn, Maine: 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the clerk of the court. 

MAINE SUPERIOR COURT 
COUKt of general jurisdiction 

16 counties. 14 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 - - - 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

- - - Civild: - 
Total civil ..................................................... 8,18811 5,851 5,024 9,015h 

Crimina1d: 
Pelonylnisdemeamr: 
Indictments .................................................. X X 
Transfers .................................................... X X 
Total ......................................................... 3,844h 6,533 

2,675 
3,664 
6,339 

X 
X 

4,038h 

Total criminal .................................................. 3,844h 6,533 6,339 4,038h 

Grand total ...................................................... 12, D3Zh 12,384 11,363 13,053h 

Triald 
civil ........ 477 
MmLnal  ..... 604 
Total ......... 1,081 

- Time intervals (average days) 
civil: 
Pretrial memo to pretrial conference ............................ 101.3 
Pretrial conference to disposition for all cases disposed ....... 140.0 
Pretrial conference to disposition for cases disposed by trail... 138.0 

Days to disposition for indictment .............................. 16.2 
Days to disposition for transfer ................................ 19.4 

cr-i&i?al: 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data far this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition OK complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted by the state when it has officially begun. 

Beginning pending figure was calculated from data available for 1915. 
End pending figure was calculated from filed, disposed, and beginning pending data. 

hFigure was computed: 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1911 (Auburn, Maine: 1977); and “Slmunary of clerk‘s monthly report to the chief 
justice for the year ending December 31. 1974” (unpublished). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been 
computed where necessary. 
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MAINE DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

13 courts, 20 judges 
July 1. 1975 t o  June 30. 1976 

End 
pendingk Beginni Filed Disposedk 

pendin2 

Civild: 
law: 
Disclosure ................................................... 
Other ........................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Small claims ................................................... 
Domestic relations: 

Divorce ...................................................... 
Reciprocal ................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Mental health .................................................. 

N/A 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

5,951 
12,449 
18,400 
12,511 

7,323 
41 

7,364 
418 

NIA 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
N/A 
NIA 

N/A 

NIA 
& l A  
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A - 

Total civil ..................................................... N/A 38,693 N/A NIA 

- - - - Criminald: 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A X NIA N/A 

- - - Traffic : - 
Total traefic ................................................... N/A X NIA N/A 

- - - - Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. N/A 4,317 N/A N/A 

Grand tatal ...................................................... NIA 117,845 N/A NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
RIA = This case type is  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
dcase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

Data for pending and disposed categories cannot be accurately reported by the District Courts at this time. 
kAdditional information: 

A new reporting system is being 
developed and data for the beginning pending, disposed, and end pending categories should be available at a later date. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1977 (Auburn, Maine: 1977) .  Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

MAINE PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

16 courts. 16 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1976. 
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Certii 
of Di$ 
Cour ,peals 

Juvenile 1 
in Montgomery 
Countv 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive initial appellate jurisdiction over any 

reviewable judgment of a Circuit Court or 
Orphans’ Court. 

Maryland court system, 1976 

7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

-Uniform Certification of Questions of Law Act. 

CIRCUIT COURT (29) 
85 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $2,500. Probate in Montgomery 

- Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greaterthan $2,500, 

-Juvenile (except Montgomery County). 
Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

and Harford. 

sentence greater than 3 years). 

I 
DISTRICT COURT 
80 judges and chief judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, landlord and tenant. 
- Felony theft if value isunder$500. misdemeanors, 
ordinance violations (fine less than $2,500, 
sentence less than 3 years). Felony preliminaries. 

-Juvenile (in Montgomery County). 
No jury trials. 

ORPHANS’ COURT (22) 
69 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over administration 
of estates of decedents and minors, 
orphans, wards, and guardians. Handled 
by Sircuit Court in Montgomery and 
Harford. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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WYLANll COURT OF APPWLLS 
Court of last reso?t 

July 1, 1975 to June 30. 1976 
7 Ww 

EM 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ 211 
Criminal ...................................................... 41 - 
Total appeals ................................................. 25 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

&quests to appeal: 
Disciplinary ............................................... 0 

Applications for certiorari: 
civil .................................................... 0 
Criminal ................................................. 0 

Total ...................................................... 0 
Total  other cases ............................................. 0 

- 

134h 

175 
4lh - 

18 

230 
234 
464 
482 
- 

149h 

186 
37h - 6 

8 
14 
- 

18 0 

Total cases ..................................................... 25 657 668 14 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Bar examination review ....................................... 0 
LLsr admittance review ........................................ 0 

Total ......................................................... 0 
Total ocher proceedings ......................................... 0 

- 
32 
45 
77 
77 
- - 

32 0 
45 0 
77 0 
77 0 
- - 

Manner of disposition 
Reported written opinion ...................... 125 
Unreported written opinion .................... 3 
Per curiam .................................... 7 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ............................... 69 
Reversed ............................... 55 
Dismissed .............................. 19 
Remanded ............................... 5 
Transferred out ........................ 25 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part ..... 5 
Modified and affirmed .................. 6 

Time interval (average months) 
Disposition in lower court to docketing .............. 6.2 
Docketing to argument ................................ 2.2 
Argument to decision ................................. 1.1 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

hFigure was computed: 

1Special soutce or revision in data: 
Civil and criminal appeal filings and dispositions were computed from available data. 

Civil and criminal appeal beginning pending figures were obtained from the 1974-75 annual report. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1974-75, 1975-76 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual reports 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MARYLAND COURT OF SPECLAL APPWS 
Intermediate appellate court 

12 judges 
July 1. 1975 Lo Jvne 30, 1976 

End 
pending Beginning Filed Disposed pending 

cases: 
Appeals: 

civil: 
Law ........................................................ 
Equity ..................................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Total appeals ................................................. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Bequesca to appeal: 
Application for leave to appeal: 
Postconviction ........................................... 
Defective delinquent ..................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. 

X 
X 
761 
1111 - 
187 

0 
0 
0 
0 
- 

368 
254 
622 
762 

1,384 
- 

122 
35 
I57 
157 
- 

X 
X 
607h 
727h 

1,334 

122 
35 
157 
157 
- 

X 
X 
91 
146 
237 
- 

0 
0 
0 
0 
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 187 

Manner of disposition 
Reported written opinion ....................... 305 
Unreported written opinion ..................... 633 
Per curiam ..................................... 632 

1,541 1,491 237 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ............................... 702 
Reversed ............................... 138 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part ..... 45 
Remanded ............................... 19 
Modified and affirmed .................. 9 
Transferred ............................ 73 
Dismissed .............................. 347 

Time interval (average months) 
Disposition in lower court to docketing ............. 2.2 
Argument to decision ................................ 1.2 
Docketing to argument ............................... 4.2 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

hFigure was computed: 

lSpecia1 source or revision in data: 
Civil and criminal appeal dispositions were computed from available data. 

Civil and criminal appeal beginning pending figures were obtained from the 1974-75 annual report. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1974-75, 1975-76 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual reports 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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X A R W  CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

29 courts, 85 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 

Law: 
Confessed judgments .......................................... 
Other ‘Law .................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Auto tort ...................................................... 
Noo-auto tort .................................................. 
Contract ....................................................... 
Property rights: 
Condemnation ................................................. 
Foreclosure .................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Other equity ................................................. 
Divorce, nullity, maintenance ................................ 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Paternity .................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Petition for guardianship .................................... 
Administrative agency appeals ................................ 
District Court ............................................... 
Rabeas corpus ................................................ 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Equity: 

Domestic relations: 

Probate: 

Administrative: 

Appeals: 

Extraordinary writs: 

Criminald : 
Celony/nisdemeanor: 
Desertion and nonsupport ..................................... 
Other criminal ............................................... 
Adult offenses against juveniles ............................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Motor vehicle ................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Review of sentences .......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Postconviction ............................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Appeals : 

Bxtraordinary writs: 

Juvenile : 
Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency and neglect: 
Child in need of assistanceichild in need of supervision ..... 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N /A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

- 

1,354 
1,512 
2,866 
5,914 
2,282 
4,615 

418 
2,063 
2,481 

8,231 

24,015 
1,802 
6,784 
32,601 

539 

1,333 

-768 

528 

62,158 

2,703 
25,705 

111 
28,519 

2,065 
2,742 

5,285 

529 

34.333 

478 

22,276 

2,909 

25,185 

1,369 
1,806 
3,175 
6,811 
3,025 
4,250 

429 
1,683 
2,112 

6,258 

19,749 
1,685 
4,664 
26,098 

545 

1,032 

677 

481 

54,464 

1,955 
25,803 

98 
27.856 

I ,  950 
2,784 
4 83 

5,217 

418 

33,491 

24,740 

3,011 

27,751 

NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

N/A 

- 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NlA 

N/A 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 121,676 115,706 N/A 

Triald 
3 Non-jury Total .__ 

Civil ....... 1,206 16,580 17,786 

Total ........ 3,176 31,789 34,965 
h.imiMl .... 1,970 15,209 17,179 

Time interval (average days) 

Filing t o  trial or hearing: 
l a w  .................... 534 
Equity ................. 192 
Criminal ............... 110 
Juvenile ............... 60 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N / A  - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Annapolis, Maryland). 
totals have been computed where.necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report except that 
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MARYLAND DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

12 districts. 80 judges and chief judge 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 

Jaw: 
Contract and tort cases ...................................... 

Property rights: 
Landlord and tenant .......................................... 

Other civil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
Crimina1d: 

Xisdemearmr: 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Adult offenses against juveniles ............................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenilek : 
Deliuquemy .................................................... 
Dependency and neglect: 
Child in need of assistancelchild in need of supervision ..... 

Total juvenile .............................. .................... 
Grand total ....................................................... 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 

- 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

N I A  

- 

- 
NIA 

N/A 

N I A  

89,781 

8,784 
234,247 

332,812 

110,576 
30 

110,606 

110,606 

677,673 

1,980 

1,067 

- - 
N I A  N/A 

1,526 NIA 

968 N I A  

- - T 7 T  3,047 2,494 N IA  

N I A  1,124,138 2.519i NIA 

Baldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N I A  - Thi6 case type ia handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the nmber of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

USdemeaMr and total criminal disposed do not include dispositions of cases that Maryland calls "criminal." 
Grand total disposed does not include civil, or traffic dispositions, or dispositions of cases that Maryland calls "criminal." 

Juvenile cases are handled by the District Court in Montgomery County only. 

hats are not complete: 

bdditianal information: 
Juvenile cases are handled by the Circuit Court in all other 

counties and in Baltimore City. 

Saurce: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

(Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report except that 

MARYLAND ORPWNS' COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

22 counties, 69 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Orphans' Court for fiscal year 1976. 
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Massachusetts court system, 1976 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdictim in civil and criminal 

matters. 
-Criminal appeals of death or life imprisonment 

sentence. 

I 

I I 
APPEALS COURT 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Criminal (except death or life imprisonment), 

law, equity, and administrative appeals. 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
46 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited civil. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. C. E%$isonmen t . 
Appeals de novo. I 
Jury trials. I 

b 
Criminal 

L 
DISTRICT COURT (72) 
67 full-time, 16 part-time, 

Jurisdiction: 
.Original civil. 
. Felonies (sentence less than five 

years). Misdemeanors. 
-Juvenile i f  no juvenile court. 
Civil appeals are heard by this court's 

appellate division. 
No jury trials in original cases. h u r t  
may have six-man jury trial on civil 
appeal of its own case. 

81 special judges 

ING COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Matters (civil and criminal) relating 

to health, safety, or welfare of 
occupant in place of human 
habitation. 

I 

1 
BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: - General civil, landlord-tenant. 
- Felonies (fine less than $5,000, sentence 
less than 5 years). Misdemeanors. - Civil appeals are heard by this court's 
appellate division. 

Jury trials in criminal. 

4 full-time, 2 part-time judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All juvenile matters. 

LAND COURT 

Jurisdiction: 
. Land registration and copfirmation. r- 

I 

COURT OF PROBATE 
AND INSOLVENCY (1 4) 
27 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Domestic relations, probate of wills, 
administration of estates, guardianship, 
adoption. Equity jurisdiction in such 
cases. 

+ indicates route of appeal. 
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MASSACHUSETTS SUPBELIE JUDICIAL mum 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

7 justices 
July 1. 1975 t o  Jlme 30, 1976 

* End 
pending  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

F u l l  c o u r t  appea ls :  
c i v i l  ...................................................... 
C r i m i n a l  ................................................... 
Cases d ismissed  ............................................ 

T o t a l  f u l l  c o u r t  appea ls  .................................... 
C i v i l  (appea ls  from Appel la te  Tax Board) ................... 
Crimina l  ................................................... 

T o t a l  s i n g l e  j u s t i c e  a p p e a l s  ................................ 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 

S i n g l e  j u s t i c e  appea l@:  

Other e a s e s :  
Original proceedings: 

S i n g l e  j u s t i c e  o r i g i n a l  proceedingsa ....................... 
Requests t o  a p p e a l  .......................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

N/A 
NIA 

N I A  
- 

NIA 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
- 

X 
X 

366 

34 
155 
189 
555 

-- 

- 

108 

108 
- 

204h 
93 
15 

312 

34 
155 
189 
501 
- 

108 

108 
- 

Tota l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other  proceedings: 

Other mat te rs :  
S i n g l e  j u s t i c e  mat te r&:  

Other c i v i l  ................................................ 
Other c r i m i n a l  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Tota l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

N I A  

N/A 
N/A 
NIA - 
N/A 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
( F u l l  c o u r t  appea ls )  

Wri t ten  opin ion  .................. 255 
Rescr ip t  op in ion  ................. 42 

301 
113 
414 

414 

301 
113 
414 

414 

- 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of f u l l  c o u r t  a p p e a l s  
Affirmed .................... 168 
Reversed .................... 76 
Remanded .................... 1 
Modified and af f i rmed ....... 9 
No d e c i s i o n  i n  lower c o u r t  .. 36 
Dismissed ................... 21 

N/A 
N / A  
N/A 

N/A 

- 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average  days) 
Ent ry  t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  .................. 139.5 
Considera t ion  t o  d e c i s i o n  ............... 90.7 
Ent ry  t o  d e c i s i o n  ....................... 230.2 

- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  - Not enough informat ion  i s  known. The c a s e  ca tegory  may or may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
N I A  - This case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  -- - Not appl icable .  

acour t  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

hFigure  was computed: 

jExplana t ion  of data inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Massachusetts Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court  j u s t i c e s  s i t  (on a r o t a t i o n a l  b a s i s )  in " s i n g l e  j u s t i c e  sessions. ' '  An unknown number of t h e s e  c a s e s  
a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f u l l  c o u r t  f o r  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and may be double counted. 

C i v i l  appea ls  d i sposed  vas  computed by s u b t r a c t i n g  t h e  number of c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  from t h e  t o t a l  number of c a s e s  decided by opinion. 

T o t a l  appea ls  f i l e d  and d isposed  c o n t a i n  both  f u l l  court and s i n g l e  j u s t i c e  session cases. As expla ined  i n  f o o t n o t e  a, t h e r e  may be some 
double count ing  i n  t h i s  t o t a l .  

Source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  20th Annual Report  t o  t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court  1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts) .  Source of case (by county) 
d a t a  are a v a i l a b l e .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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MASSACHUSETTS APPEALS 0JUP.T 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

6 judges  
J u l v  1. 1975 to June  30. 1976 . .  

End 
pending Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases:  
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Criroinal ..................................................... 
Unspeci f ied  c a s e s  d ismissed  wi thout  a d e c i s i o n  
on t h e  merits ............................................... 

T o t a l  appea lsk  ................................................ 
Other  cases :  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings  ......................................... 
Requests t o  appea l  ........................................... 

Tota l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

X 
X 

-- - 
605 

- 

240 
62 

217 
519 
- 

N / A  
N/A 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Other mat te rs :  
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  i n t e r l o c u t o r y  r e l i e f  ........................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

N I A  

N / A  

N I A  

- 

605 

2,268 

2,268 

519 

2,268 

2,268 

NIA 

N/A 

NIA 
- 

?lanner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  Time i n t e r v a l  (average  days)  ..................... Entry  t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  F u l l  op in ion  152 Affirmed ....................... 199 .......... 245.3 
Rescr ip t  op in ions  ................ 134 Reversed ....................... 77 Cons idera t ion  t o  d e c i s i o n  ....... 111.7 

Nodified and af f i rmed .......... 10 Ent ry  t o  d e c i s i o n  ............... 357.0 
- 

Dismissed ...................... 207 
No d e c i s i o n  i n  lower c o u r t  ..... 2 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space = Got enough informat ion  i s  known. 
KIA - This  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  
-- = hot a p p l i c a b l e .  

kAddi t iana l  in format ion:  

This c a s e  type  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  Court .  

There were in a d d i t i o n  214 c a s e s  e n t e r e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  Appeals Court but not cons idered  by t h e  cour t .  Of t h e s e ,  155 were t r a n s f e r r e d  '"quo 
sponte"  t o  t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Cour t ,  and 59 a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  d i r e c t  a p p e l l a t e  review were allowed. 

Source: Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  20th Annual Report  t o  t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachuse t t s ) .  
r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  

MASSACBUSETTS SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

14 c o u r t s .  46 judges 
J u l y  1. 1975 t o  June  30, 1976 - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
c i v i l %  

Other  c i v i l :  
Jury  cases ................................................... 
Nan-jury cmes ............................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald: 
Felony: 

Appeals: 
Ind ic tment3  .................................................. 
Appeals ...................................................... 
Sentence review .............................................. 

'Total ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

52,972 
40,319 
93,291 

93,291 

15,139 
15,946 

31,085 

20,599 
12,762 
33,361 

33,361 

47,512 
43,503 
91,015 

91,015 

21,935 19,016 17,057 23,894 

20,781 17,782 16,218 22,345 
431 710 529 6121 

21,212 18,492 16,747 22,957 

43,147 37,508 33,804 46,851 

136,438 68.593 67,165 137,866 

S d  
Felony 2,013 

Age of pending c a s e s  (months) 

Under 12 monKhs 12,053 Cr imina l  a p p e a l s  ......... 1,425 ........ 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ............ 3,438 Over 12 months ......... 30,914 

................. C i v i l  j u r y  cases :  

Holdtace headings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCaae d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i n i n a l  case  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of in format ions  o r  ind ic tments .  
A ju ry  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  is sworn. 
A nOn-juKY t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  poinlt when an opening s ta tement  or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs .  

Ind ic tments  c o n s i s t  mostly of f e l o n i e s  ( sen tence  2 112 y e a r s  or more) a l though some s e r i o u s  misdemeanors may be inc luded  as ind ic tments .  
The 612 Sentence review c a s e s  shown as  pending on June  30, 1976, i n c l u d e  323 c a s e s  t h a t  have, a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  a p p e l l a n t s ,  been removed 

jExglaoa t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

from t h e  hear ing  l i s t  u n t i l  t h e  a p p e l l a n t  moves t o  r e s t o r e  t h e r e t o .  

Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  20 th  Annual Report  t o  t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachuse t t s ) .  
r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

Source: S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual 
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NASSACWSETTS DISTRICT COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

72 c o u r t s ;  67 fu l l - t ime,  1 6  part-t ime. 
and 81 s p e c i a l  judges 

J u l y  1, 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civ i ld :  
l a w :  

C i v i l  compla in ts  ............................................. 
Supplementary process ........................................ 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Small  claims ................................................... 
Oamescic r e l a t i o n s :  

Neglect of fami ly ,  nonsupport  ................................ 
Uniform Reciproca l  Enforcement of Support  Act ................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Commitments of menta l ly  ill .................................. 
P e t i t i o n s  f o r  compensation of v i c t i m s  of v i o l e n t  c r imes  ...... 
Appel la te  Div is ion  ........................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Mental hea l th :  

Abmiois t ra t ive :  

Appeals: 

Crimioald: 
Hisdemeanor: 

Appeals: 
Criminal compla in ts  (except  motor v e h i c l e l j  .................. 
Criminal appea ls  ............................................. 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  
DWI/DuI: 

Operating under i n f l u e n c e  of i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  ............. 
Opera t ing  under i n f l u e n c e  of drugs ........................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Criminal park ing  ............................................. 
Operating so as t o  endanger .................................. 
A l l  o t h e r  motor v e h i c l e  compla in ts  ............................ 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Parking  : 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o w :  

J u v e n i l e  : 
Delinquency: 

J u v e n i l e  drug compla in ts  ..................................... 
A l l  o t h e r  juvenile compla in ts  ................................ 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Neglected c h i l d r e n  ........................................... 
Child i n  need of s u p e r v i s i o n  p e t i t i o n s  ....................... 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

Uependency and neglect: 

S t a t u s  of fenses :  

N/A 
N / A  
N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N / A  

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

- 

N/A 

N / A  - 
N / A  

&/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  
N / A  - 
N/A 

N / A  
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

- 

80,523 
33,920 

114,443 
116,737 

3,271 
3,097 
6.368 

1,899 

333 

105 

239,885 

- 

187,051 

15,660 

202,711 

17,735 
259 

17,994 

560,052 

12,258 
475,651 
487,909 

1,065,955 

1,193 
33,540 
34,733 

775 

2,044 

37,552 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N / A  

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

9/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N / A  
N / A  
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N / A  
N / A  
N/A 

N / A  

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

- 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N I A  

N/A 

N/A 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 1,546,103 N / A  N / A  

Non-jury t r i a l d  
C i v i l  .................... 12,351 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average  months) 
Hearing t o  render ing  an  opin ion  on a p p e a l s  ... 5.5 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of complaints.  
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted a t  t h e  poin t  when an opening s ta tement  or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  occurs .  

Criminal complaints i n c l u d e  some fe lony  cases .  A maximum 5-year sen tence  may be g iven  i n  these  fe lony  cases .  
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  20th Annual Report  t o  t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court  1975-76 (Boston, Massachuse t t s ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  
r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  
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BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT, MASSACENSBTTS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 10 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civil4 
la”: 
Civil business ............................................... 
Transferred from Superior Court .............................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Small claims ................................................. 
Supplementary process ........................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Reciprocal support ........................................... 

soall claims: 

Domestic relatione: 

Appeals: 
Appellate Division ........................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
CKimina1d: 

Ufsdemeanor : 
Domestic relations ............................................ 
Other criminal cases3 ........................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Total crioinalk ................................................. 
Traffic: 

earking ........................................................ 
Other traffic violationsk ...................................... 
Total traffic ................................................... 

NIA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

NIA 

N/A 

NIA 

- 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 

- 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

26,598 
630 

27,228 

2,073 
1,550 
3,623 

I90 

38 

31.079 

110 
9,799 

9,909 

401,068 
13,191 

414,259 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

N I A  

NIA 

NIA 

- 

NIA 
NIA 
N/A 

N/A 

- 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 

- 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N I A  
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
N/A 
NIA - 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N l A  

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 455,247 N/A KIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dcase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filina of a Detition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

‘“Other criminal cases” include the more serious offenses. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Some felonies with a fine less than $5,000 and/or sentence less than 5 years are 
included. 

kAddi tional inf ormac ion: 
Of the 23,100 other criminal cases and other traffic violations complaints filed in fiscal year 1975-76, 15,674 were disposed. Data were not 
available far cases filed prior to but disposed after July 1, 1975. 

SOU KC^: Executive Secretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts). 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual 
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PULSSILCWSBTTS HOUSING COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 cour t sb .  2 judges  
Ju ly  1,  1975 t o  June 30, 1976 

End 
pending  Beginning F i l e d  Disposed 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Small  c la ims  ................................................... N/A 
P r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

C i v i l  ........................................................ N/A 
SuarmaKy process .............................................. N/A 

T o t a l  ......................................................... N / A  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N/A 

- 

2,004 

1,684 
3,802 

5,486 

7,490 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: ..................................................... N I A  N/A Criminal - N/A 5,198 __ 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N/A 5,198 N/A N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 12,688 N/A N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA - mis case  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

h p a r t i c u l a r  Court  OK r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion:  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  
The two Cour ts  a r e  i n  Boston and Hampden. 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  compla in t .  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count is t h e  number of compla in ts .  

Source: Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y .  20 th  Annual Report  t o  t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court  1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  
r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

MASSACHUSETTS LANO COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t  
July 1. 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

E i v i l d :  
PKOpeKty righte: 

Land r e g i s t r a t i o n  ............................................ 1,840h 340 318 
Subsequent p e t i t i o n s  ......................................... 88h 1,581 I ,  560 

Tax l i e n s  .................................................... 2 779h 1,292 1,015 
Equi ty  and misce l laneous  ..................................... 43195h - 4,436 2,602 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 8,9021 7,699 5,535 

Land conf i rmat ion  ............................................ N/A 50 40 

1,862 
109 

N / A  
3,056 
6,029 
11,0561 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 8,9021 7,699 5,535 11.056i 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 8,9021 7,699 5,535 11.056I 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  O K  unit of count :  

hFigure  "a6 computed: 

iData are not  complete: 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of  a p e t i t i o n  O K  complaint.  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  

Proper ty  r i g h t s ,  t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do not i n c l u d e  l a n d  conf i rmat ion  cases .  

Source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  20 th  Annual Report  t o  t h e  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court  1975-76 (Boston, Massachuse t t s ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  
r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where neCCSSaKy. 
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MASSACHUSETTS COURT OF PROBATE AND INSOLVEUCI 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

14 courts, 27 judges 
July 1, 1975 t o  Juoe 30, 1976 

End 
Disposedk pending Beginning Filed pending 

Civil+ 
Ihestie relations: 
ilivorce ...................................................... 
Separate support and maintenance ............................. 
Desertions and living apart .................................. 
Custody of minors ............................................ 
Adoptions .................................................... 
Irrevocable breakdown 208 D I l A  and 18 ........................ 
Cnntempt petitions ........................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
wills ........................................................ 
Administrations .............................................. 
Trusteeships ................................................. 
Guardianships (minor) ........................................ 
Guardianships (mentally ill) ................................. 
Accounts and distributions ................................... 
Partitions ................................................... 
Real estate sales ............................................ 
Equitable relief ............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Probate: 

N / A  
N/A 
N J A  
N I A  
NJA 
N/A 
N / A  
N/A 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N / A  
MIA 
N J A  
NIA 
NJA 
N /A 

NJA 

- 

23,483 
4,966 

71 
303 

3.296 
1,203 
6,193 
39,515 

14,158 
11,879 
1,078 
1,417 

26,590 
310 

3,938 

1,018 

1,459 
61,847 

101,362 

N /A 
N I A  
N J A  
N/A 
N J A  
N I A  
N I A  
NIA 

N I A  
N I A  
N / A  
N J A  
N/A 
N J A  
N I A  
N I A  
N J A  
N I A  

N I A  

- 

N I A  
N / A  
N I A  
N/A 
N I A  

N I A  
N / A  

N J A  
N I A  
N J A  
N I A  
N I A  
N J A  
N /A 
N / A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

NIA 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... N I A  101,362 N I A  N / A  

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dCase definition or  unit of count: 

kAdditional Information: 

categories. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a pftition or complaint. 

Complete disposition data were not available. The number of petitions or complaints allowed or dismissed was, however, given for some 

Source: Executive Secretary, 20th A n n u a l  Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

MASSACHUSETTS JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 courts, 4 full-time end 2 part-time judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cr imimald : 
Kisdermraaor: 

Adults ....................................................... 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Jnveniled : 
Delinquency : 
Juvenile criminal ............................................ 
Delinquent ................................................... 
Appellate--delinquency ....................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Dependency and neglect: 
Child i n  need of care and protection ......................... 
Appellate--care and protection ............................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Child in need of supervision ................................. 

Total ......................................................... 
Total juvenile .................................................. 

Status offenses: 

Appellate--child in need of supervision ...................... 

N I A  

N I A  

- 

& / A  
, N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N / A  
N J A  

N I A  
N J A  
N J A  - 
NIA 

51 

51 

208 
10,385 

5 
10.598 

2 94 
10 

304 

1.012 
I 

1,013 

11,915 

N J A  

N J A  

- 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
NIA 

N J A  
N I A  
N/A 

N I A  
N J A  
N J A  

N I A  

- 

N J A  

N I A  

- 

N / A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N J A  
N / A  
N J A  

N J A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  

- 

N l A  11,966 N / A  N I A  Grand total ...................................................... 
1 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N / A  = This case type is handled by the Court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The crrrninal and juvenile case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

Source: Executive Secretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts). 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual 
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Michigan court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears cases that are appealed to it from 
all courts. 

COURT OF CLAIMS 
1 circuit judge serves 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over claims 

No jury trials. 
and demands against State. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3 PANELS) 
18 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Appeals as a matter of right from Circuit Court 
and Recorder’s Court of Detroit. 

CIRCUIT COURT (48) 
138 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Exclusive domestic relations, equity, and general 
civil over $10,000. - Exclusive felony jurisdiction except where there 
are special criminal courts. 

Appeals de novo or on record. 
Jury trials. 

RECORDER’S COURT 
OF DETROIT 
23 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All criminal within Detroit. 
Felony, misdemeanor, 
municipal ordinance 
violations, and traffic. 

Jury trials. 

f 
DISTRICT COURT 
(86) 
185 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Exclusive civil litigation 
under $10,000 excluding 
equity. Small claims under 
$300. - Misdemeanors, ordinance 
violations with sentence 
less than 1 year, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t 
PROBATE COURT 
(83) 
103 judges 

Jurisdiction: - Exclusive jurisdiction 
over cases pertainin to 
wills, estates, and otfer 
related matters. 

dependency, and neglect 
jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive delinquency, 

Jury trials in juvenile. 

t 
COMMON PLEAS - COURTOF DETROIT 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive civil actions 
under $5,000 in Detroit. 
Civil actions under 
$10,000. Small claims 
under $300. Landlord and 
tenant. 

-Criminal arraignments in 
Wayne County. 

Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT (24) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil, landlord and tenant 
under $1,500. Some 
courts handle small 
claims. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic, 
and ordinance violations 
with fine less than $500 
and sentence less than 3 
months. 

Jury trials. 

I Indicates route of appeal 

249 



MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: ........................................................ - Appeals 143 

Total appealsk ................................................ - 143 

Other cases: ......................................... Original proceedings (k) 
Requests to appeal: 
Applications ................................................ 253 

Total other cases ............................................. 253 

(k) 

975 
975 

87 
87 
- - 126 

126 

394 834 
834 394 

- 

Total caaes ..................................................... 396 1,045 92 1 520 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ................ 159 
Order without opinion .......... 72 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

IExplanation of data included in the category: 

kAddi tional information: 
Appeals filed are the number granted (70) from the total 1,045 cases filed in 1976. 

Court indicates that "approximately 99 percent of all appeals to the Michigan Supreme Court are discretionary. 

The denied appeals appear as requests to appeal. 

Appeals of right exist 
The few appeals of right are accounted for in only for certain State Bar Grievance Board cases and for judicial disciplinary cases. 

this report as if they were applications for discretionary appeals." 

obtained from the clerk's office. 
There is approximately one case per month, on an average, that is handled as an Original proceeding. according to the information 

Source: Gnpublished document entitled "Status Report, Part I: Number of Cases in Each Stage," provided by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 
Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have been Document gives calendar year data for 1974, 1975, and 1976. 

computed where necessary, and revis ions have been made during verification by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

MICHIGAN COURT OF APPEALS 
Iotennediate appellate court 

3 panels, 18 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals : 
Civil ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Habeas carpus .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
Superintending control ..................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Civil application .......................................... 
Civil application (delayed) ................................ 
Criminal application ....................................... 
Criminal application (delayed) ............................. 
Total ....................................................... 

Total other cases .............................................. 

Requests to appeal: 

I, 139 
2,396 
3,535 

3 
9 
18 
30 

159 
61 
80 
262 
562 
592 
- 

1,096 

3,007 
1,911 

11 
83 
118 
212 

666 
61 
229 
369 

1,325 
1,537 

1,001 
2,208 
3,209 

10 
74 
105 
189 

558 
50 

228 
350 

1,375 
1,186 

1,234 
2,099 
3,333 

4 
18 
31 
53 

267 
72 
81 

281 
701 
754 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 
Motions for rehearing ........................................ 
Motions for rehearing of opinion ............................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Other matters: 
Motion to dismiss or dfirm .................................. 
lliscellaneous motions ........................................ 
Guilty plea submission on merit .............................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

4,544 

180 
173 
353 

768 
4,550 
I92 

5,51a 

5,863 

4,584 

180 
173 
353 

768 
4,550 
192 

5,510 

5,863 -- 

(continued on next page) 
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Michigan Court of Appeals (continued) 

Manner of dispositionm 
Written opinion ..................... 598  
Per curiam .......................... 884  
Memorandum .......................... 471 
Dismissal/withdrawal ................ 748 
Transfer ............................ 3 
Order ............................... 1,880 

Disposition of case9 
Affirmed ................... 3 ,125  
Reversed ................... 581 
Partially affirmed ......... 61  
Remanded ................... 66 
Dismissed .................. 751 

Time interval (months, days) 
Average 

Time until appeals are at issue: 
Civil ................................... 7 months 11 days 
Criminal ................................ 8 months 21 days 

Civil ................................... 2 months 18 days 
Criminal ................................ 2 months 4 days 

Hearing to filing of opinion: 

Filing to disposition by court order: 
Civil application ....................... 2 months 16 days 
Criminal application .................... 2 months 18 days 
Original proceeding ..................... 2 months 6 days 

Median 

6 months 2 3  dayb 
8 months 1 day 

2 months 4 days 
1 month 17 days 

2 months I1  days 
2 months 7 days 
2 months 2 days 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- - Not applicable. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Manner of disposition categories can be broken down by case type (appeals, Original proceedings, and applications). 
Disposition of case categories cannot be broken down by case type (appeals, Original proceedings. and applications). 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1976-77 (Lansing, Michigan: 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during 
verification by the state court administrative office. 

1 9 7 7 ) .  Report contains calendar year data for Court of Appeals. 

MI&IGAN CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

48 circuits. 138 jdges 
July 1, 1975  t o  June 30, 1976 - - 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
civild: 
Auto tort ...................................................... 
Domestic relations: 
Divorce ...................................................... 

Other civil: 
Other general civil .......................................... 

Appeals ........................................................ 
Total civil ..................................................... 
criminald: 
Felony: 
CriminalJ .................................................... 

Appea l s  ........................................................ 
Total criminal .................................................. 

20 ,847f  

38 ,478f  
>f 

46 ,613f  

106,368f 

10,811f 
548f  

11,359f 

10 ,472  

60 ,591  

55 ,302  
559 

126 ,924  

2 5 , 8 2 1  
605 

26 ,426  

- 

10 ,147  

5 9 , 5 2 9  

49 ,791  
481 

11 9 , 9 4 8  

24 .962  
613  

25 ,575  

2 1 , 1 7 2  

4 7 , 6 7 5  

4 3 , 9 8 9  
508  

113 ,344  

- 

1 1 , 6 7 0  
540  

1 2 , 2 1 0  

- 

Grand total ...................................................... 117 ,727f  153,350 1 4 5 , 5 2 3  125 ,554  

Total ......... s i 0 3 0  2 ,498  5 ; 5 2 8  

Time interval (average months) 
Jury Non-jury 

Filing Issue Filing Filing Issue Filing 
to to to to to to 

issue trial trial" - - -  issue trial trial" - - -  
civil: 
&Ut0 tort ............ 2.7 23.7 24 .3  4.2 18 .4  1Y.9 

2.6 8 .4  9.6 Other general civil .. 2 .9  
Divorce (hearings) ... NH NH NH 3 .6  8.6 11 .9  

5 .9  

2 1 . 3  , 22.2 

............... 7 . 0  CIidMl -- - -- -_ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NH - This classification i s  not handled in this court. 
-- - Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of court: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial i s  counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness i s  sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

"Time interval or age of pending data: 
Criminal includes some high misdemeanors that are punishable by more than 1 year i n  prison. 

The average time intervals under filing to issue and issue to trial do not sum to the average time from filing to trial because of 
incomplete data. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan: 1 9 7 6 ) .  Statistice are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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MICHIGAN COURT OF CLAIMS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 circuit j-e serves 
July 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 

-End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Administrative: 
Cases ........................................................ 30If 441 356 386 

......................................................... 787 Total 301f 987 

TotaI civil ..................................................... 301 987 501 787 

Appcalsj ..................................................... 0 546 145 401 
- - - 501 - 

Grand total ...................................................... 30If 987 501 787 

Civil dispositions 
Settled ......................... 13 
Cansent judgment ................ 204 
Dismissed on motion ............. 62 
Stipulation ..................... 49 
Judgment for plaintiff .......... 8 
Judgment for defendant .......... 8 
Voluntary dismissal ............. 4 

Boldface headings indicate the classifscations used by the NCSP. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Data f o r  this court are included with the general jurisdiction courts since circuit judges serve. Effective January 1, 1979, the 
jurisdiction of the Court of Claims will be assigned to the 30th Judicial Circuit. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

fBeginning pending figure €or  the 1976 COUKt year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
JExplanation gf data included in the category: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Appeals are  appeals under the Vietnam Era Bonus Section Act. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed where necessary. 

RECORDER'S COURT OF DETEOIT, MICHIGAN 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court. 23 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Criminald : 
Felony: 
Felony Division] ............................................. 4,592 
Felony and high misdemeanor--Traffic and 
Ordinance Divisiona ........................................ 129 

Total ......................................................... 4,721 

Misdemeanor Division ......................................... N/A 

Arresta ...................................................... N/A 
Pedestriana .................................................. N/A 
Miscellaneousa ............................................... N/A 
City inspector casesa ........................................ N/A 
Total ......................................................... N/A 

Total criminal .................................................. 4,7211 

Misdemeanor : 

Ordinance violations 

- 

13,005 

45 
13,050 

8 ,240  

9,911 

19.789 
5,347 

40; 131 
75,178 

96,468 

10,959 

55 
11,014 

6 ,870  

NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
17,884i  

6,417g 

119 
6,5368 

N/A 

NIA 
NIA 
N I A  
NIA 

N/A 
6 , 5 3 6 i  

Traffic : ....................................................... Parkinga N/A 617,951 N/A NIA 
Other traffic violations: 

State XLsdemeanor casesa ..................................... 2,563 7,045 6 ,439  3,169 

I<ovinga ...................................................... N/A 148,850 NIA NIA 
Total ......................................................... 2,5631 164,304 6,4391 3,1691 

Total trafFic ................................................... 2,563i  782.255 6 ,4391 3,16gi 

.................................................... Accidenta N/A 8 , 4 0 9  NIA N/A 

- 

Grand Total ...................................................... 7,284i 878,723 24,323i 9,705i 

u d  
Non-jury Total 

Felony Division ........ 868 N/A N/A 
Misdemeanor Division ... 32 2,919 2,951 
Total criminal .......... 900 N/A NIA 

Criminal dispositions 
Felonv Misdemeanor 

Division Division -____ 
Guilty plea .............. 5,894 3 ,919  
Trial conviction ......... 488 81 5 
Acquitted ................ 314 I67 
Dismissed ................ 3,603 1,969 

~- - 
(continued on next page) 
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Recorder's Court of Detroit, Michigan (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

traffic. 
inspector cases, parking, accident, and moving. 

The Traffic and Ordinance Division handles all cases arising under the Michigan Motor Vehicle Law and all other state laws relating to 
The case categories handled are felony and high misdemeanors, state misdemeanor cases, arrest, pedestrian, miscellaneous, city 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the warrant. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. A guilty plea is counted as a criminal trial. 

gChange i n  pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
iData are not complete: 

Pending data for total criminal do not include Misdemeanor Division and ordinance violation cases. 
Disposed data f o r  total criminal do not include ordinance violation cases. 
Pending data for grand total do not include misdemeanor, ordinance violations, parking. accident, and moving cases. 
Disposed data for grand total do not include ordinance violations, parking. accident, and moving cases. 

Felony includes a few high misdemeanors as well a6 felonies. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: Recorder's Court of the City of Detroit, Michigan, 1976  Annual Report (Detroit, Michigan). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the state court 
administrative office. 

COMMON PLEAS COURT OF DETBOIT, MICHIGANa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 13 judges 
July 1. 1975  to June 30, 1976  - 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civild: 
Law: 
Regular : 
Principal .................................................. 
Garnishment ................................................ 
Total ....................................................... 
Principal .................................................... 
Garnishment .................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Small claims: 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Property rights: 
Rent cases ................................................... N/A 30 ,641  x N/A 
Land contract ................................................ N/A 912  X N/A 
Jury cases ................................................... N/A 3 5  X N/A 
Total ......................................................... N/A 31,588 29,576 N/A 

Total civil ..................................................... 1 8 , 6 1 2 1  171 ,573  165 ,177  2 5 , 6 9  l i  

53 ,917  
8 3 , 6 0 3  

137 ,520  

1 ,997  
468  

2 .465  

5 6 , 6 8 5  X 
7 6 , 5 1 3  X 

133 ,198  X 

Grand total ...................................................... 1 8 , 6 1 2 i  171 ,573  165 ,177  2 5 , 6 9 1 1  

Triald __ 
civil; Non-jury 
Civil Divisiona .......... 383 9 , 9 3 6  1 0 , 3 1 9  
Landlord--tenant Divisiona . 103 5 . 5 4 2  5 . 6 4 5  

Civil dispositions 
Default cases and judgments: 
Civil Divisiona .......... 4 8 , 4 2 9  
Landlord--tenant Divisiona 2 3 , 9 3 1  ....................... Total ....................... 486  15;478 15;964  Total 7 2 . 3 6 0  

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Law and small claims cases are handled by the Civil Division. 
PToperty rights cases are handled by the Landlord-tenant Division. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or  complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial i s  counted when the first witness is sworn. 

Total civil and grand total pending figures do not include data for property rights cases. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

iData are not complete: 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan: 1 9 7 6 ) .  Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

P 
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MICHIGAN DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

86 courts, 185 juaes 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending _ _  
Civild: 

Law: 
civil ....................................................... 

Small claim .................................................. 
Property rights: 
Landlord summary ............................................. 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Crtminald : 
Other Criminal: 
Non-trafficl ................................................. 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 

38,810 
9,642 

3,313 

51,765 

67,246 

67,246 

191,874 

95,906 93,133 
42,752 42,940 

41,583 
9,454 

34,088 33,035 4,366 

172,746 169,108 55,403 

231,787 228,547 70,486 4 

231.787 228,547 70,486 

1,291,319 1,277,551 205,642 

Grand total ...................................................... 310,885 1,695,852 1,675,206 331,531 

Triald 
Jl?rr Non-jury 

Civil .......... 773 29,761 30,534 
Criminal ....... 2,399 23,325 25,724 
Traffic ........ 2,598 61.840 64.438 
Total ........... 5;770 114;926 120;696 

Criminal dispositions 
Traffic bureau ................ 17,082 

Traffic dispositions 
Traffic bureau ................ 644,061 

Baldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or  unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A nan-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

Non-traffic cases include misdemeanors, ordinance violatioos. and preliminary hearings. 
>Explanation of data included in the category: 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan: 1976).  Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been cooputed where necessary. 

MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

24 courts, 36 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 - ... 

End 
pending Beginning Filed Disposed pending 

Civild: 
Law : 

Small claim ................................................... 4 441 434 11 
Property rights: 
Landlord summary ............................................. 494 3,144 2,969 669 

Civil ........................................................ 1,999 13,005 12,646 2 ,358  

- - 
Total civil ..................................................... 2,497 16,590 16,049 3,038 

Criminald: 
Other criminal: 
iion-traff icl ................................................. 23,953 40,689 39,253 25,389 

Total criminal .................................................. 23,953 40,689 39,253 25.389 

Traffic: - ___ - - 
Total traffic ................................................... 88,452 188,679 142,277 134,854 

Grand totali ..................................................... 114,902 245,958 197,579 163,281 

u d   NO;;;;;^ Total 
civil ......... 2,282 
Criminal ....... 69 5.766 5.835 
Traffic ........ 105 14;828 14;933 
Total ........... 177 22,873 23,050 

Criminal dispositions 
Traffic bureau .............. 18,618 

Traffic dispositions 
Traffic bureau .............. 99,457 

(continued on next page) 
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Michigan Municipal Court  (cont inued)  

Boldface headings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  or complaint.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness  is sworn. 

No d a t a  were repor ted  f o r  t h e  c o u r t s  i n  Grosse P o i n t e  and Wyoming. 

Non- t ra f f ic  c a s e s  i n c l u d e  misdemeanors and ord inance  v i o l a t i o n s .  

IData are not  complete:  

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Source: S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  Annual Report  1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan: 1976). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary.  

MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT 
Court of l imi.ted j u r i s d i c t i o n  

83 courts, 103 judges 
July 1, 1975 to J u n e  30, 1976 

P __L - 
End 

pending Disposed F i l e d  ' Beginning 
pending 

C i v i l d :  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Adoption ..................................................... 
Marriages .................................................... 
MiscellaneousJ ............................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Decedents e s t a t e s  ............................................ 
Guardianships  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 

Mental commitments and r e s t o r a t i o n s  .......................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Probate:  

Juveni le :  
Delinquency j ................................................... 
Dependency and n e g l e c t :  

Neglec t labuse  ................................................ 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

N f A  
N f A  

6 Oh 
60hi 

180 72Ih 
103:392h 
284,113h 

N J A  

N/A 
NJA 

5,503 
4,530 

10,075 
20,108 

30,963 
9,892 

40,855 

- 

6,748 

67,711 

21,074 

4,549 

25,623 

5,190 
4,532 
9,963 

19,685 

34,270 

42,725 
8,455 

3,679 

66,089 

18,156 

4,779 

22,935 

177,414 
104,829 
282,243 

5,519 

287.9341 

N f A  

N/A 
N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 
~ 

286,623hi 93,334 89,024 287,934i 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average months) 
Age of probate  cases :  

T r u s t s  ............. 59.9 
Guardians .......... 45.1 
T e s t a t e  ............ 18.5 
I n t e s t a t e  .......... 20.6 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  = This  case type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  

hFigure  was computed: 
Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  1976 w a s  computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending d a t a .  

hats are not  complete: 
T o t a l  domest ic  r e l a t i o n s .  t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do n o t  inc lude  adopt ion  o r  marr iage  cases .  

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

The grand t o t a l  pending 
f i g u r e  a l s o  does not inc lude  j u v e n i l e  cases. 

Miscellaneous i n c l u d e s  condemnation, p a t e r n i t y ,  name change, and o ther .  
Delinquency i n c l u d e s  s t a t u s  o f f e n s e s  and de l inquency  cases, 

Source: S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor .  Annual Report  1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan: 1976). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary.  
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Minnesota court system, 1976 

269 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
. Default civil cases under $100. 
. Misdemeanors and ordinance 

violations with guilty pleas. 
No trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 

I 
-t 

DISTRICT COURT (10) 
70 judges and 2 juvenile judges 
Jurisdiction: - Original civil. 
Administration of trust estates. 
Dissolution, annulment, se arate 
maintenance. Reciprocal u port Act. 
Adoption, change of nam!&iet 
title, real estate mortgage fore- 
closures. - Original criminal. 

-Juvenile in Second and Fourth Districts. - Special proceedings not exclusively 
cognizable by some other court or tribunal. 

Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

A I 
A I 

2OUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT (21 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. In Ramsey and Hennepin counties. 
. Civil actions under $6,000; forcible 

. Misdemeanor, ordinance violations, 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

entry and unlawful detainer. 

preliminary hearings. 

t 
I 

CONCILIATION COURT (2) 
Municipal judges serve I 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil cases at law under $1,000, 
not including title to real estate. 

I 

t 
COUNTY COURT (67) 
106 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in administration 
of estates, guardianship, and incompetency. 
Civil actions under $5,000. Conciliation 
jurisdiction to $1 ,OOO. Administration of trust 
estates. Dissolution, annulment, separate 
maintenance. Reciprocal Support Act. Adoption, 
change of name. Quiet title, real estate 
mortgage foreclosures. 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, preliminary 
hearings. - Exclusive juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

t 
PROBATE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: - In Hennepin and Ramsey counties. - Administration of estates, 
guardianship, incompetency. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

256 



MINNESOTA SUPREMg COURT 
burt of last resort 

9 justices 
January 1. 1976 to  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ N/A 
Criminal ..................................................... N/A 
Agency appeals: 
Workmen's compensation ..................................... N ~ A  
Tax court .................................................. N/A 
Department employment service .............................. N f A  
Total ....................................................... N/A 

Other ........................................................ N/A 
Total appeals ................................................. TK 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Mandamus, prohibition ...................................... N/A 
Disciplinary ............................................... NIA 
Special matters ............................................ N/A 
Total ....................................................... N i A  

Requests to appeal ........................................... N / A  
Total other cases ............................................. 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
- - 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
li2_ - 

279 N/A 
115 N/A 

491 N/A 
81 N I A  
81 N/A 

311 N/A 
21 N/A 

367 N /A 
372 N I A  

372 N/A 
fi N/A 

Total cases ..................................................... N/A 911 833 N/A 

Manner of disposition Time interval (average months) 
Written opinion ....... 450 Filing notice of appeal to hearing .... 10.9 

Hearing to issuance of opinion ........ 4.0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This  case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

kxplanation of data included in the category: 

lSpecia1 SDUKC~ or revision in data: 
These cases are included in the special matters count except where considered by the court en banc. 

Disposition figure was provided by the office of the state court administrator. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Minnesota Stare Court Report 1976-1977 (St. Paul, Minnesota); and address of Chief Justice 
Robert J .  Sheran, "The State of the Judiciary, 1977." Statistics are from the annual report and the address except that totals have 
been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during verification by the office of the state court 
administrator. 
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MINNESOTA DISTRICT WURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

10 districts, 70 judges and 2 juvenile judges 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

civild: 
Other civil: 
Jury demand cases ............................................ 
Court cases .................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Erilimld: 

Total crimina1.l ................................................. 
Juvenile : 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

5,138 

8,261 
3,123 

8,261 

1,763 

N l A  

Triald 
Jury No= Total 

Civil ................. 1,015 9,0;6 ' 10,081 
Total .................. 1,487 9,263 10,750 
CridMl .............. 472 197 669 

7,858 
13,785 
21,643 

21,643 

- 
8,919 

Grand totali ..................................................... 10,024i 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty oleas ............. 5.715 . .  
Dismissed ................ 2,250 

7,514 

21,234 
13,720 

21,234 

- 
8,634 

- 
N I A  

5 4781 
3: 
8,6668 

8,666' 

- 
2,043' 

- 
NJA 

30.562i 29,868i 10,709g1 

Civil dispositionsm ' = %  
Settled during trial .......... 987 746 
Settled, stricken, or 
dismissed .................... 5,512 3,908 

Age of pending cases 
Civil Civil 
A court Criminal 

I 2  months or  less ....... 4,413 2,804 1,870 
12+ to 24 months ........ 878 234 66 
24+ to 36 months ........ 33 15 I1 
36+ to 48 nonths ........ 15 9 5 
Over 48 months .......... 2 0 3 

Boldface headings indicate the classiEications used by the GCSP. 
NIA - This case type i s  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

kase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the note of issue. 
disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 

The criminal case unit oE count is not consistent statewide. The reporting instructions ask that the criminal unit of count be the number 
of defendants on the information, indictment, OK complaint. 

A fury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A "on-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Grand total figures do not include juvenile. 

Total criminal includes felony. misdemeanor, and appeal cases as criminal cases. 

Civil disposition figures represent data from 1,013 monthly reports out of a possible 1,056 monthly reports. 

I€ a jury demand is made after the filing on the court calendar, the case is counted as a 

&Change in pending does not equal the diEference between f i l i n g s  and dispositions: 

iData are not couplete: 

jaxplanation of data included in the category: 

mcategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Minnesota State Court Report 1976-1977 (St. Paul, Minnesota). 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. and revisions have been made during verification by the oFfice of the 
state Court adminlsrrator. 

Statistics are from the annual 

UINNESOTA CONCILIATION WURT 
Cart of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts; municipal judges serve 
January 1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning End 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

civil4 .~ 
slall claim: 
Conciliation Court ........................................... 4,346 37,934 39,446 2,834 

Total civil ..................................................... 4,346 37,934 39,446 2,834 

Grand total ...................................................... 4,346 37,934 39,446 2,834 

Non-jury triald 
civil ................ 8,775 Civil dispositions 

Dismissed ............ 30,671 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dcase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the note of issue. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Minnesota State Court Report 1976-77 (St. Paul, Minnesota). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MINNESOTA COUNTY COURT 
b u r t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

67 districts. 106 judges  
January  1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
Law: 

h a l l  C la ims :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
C o n c i l i a t i o n  Court ........................................... 
Divorce,  annulment, s e p a r a t e  maintenance ..................... 
Reciproca l  enforcement of suppor t  ............................ 
Commitments3 ................................................. 
Other fami ly  c i v i l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Decedent estate .............................................. 
Guardianship ................................................. 
Trus t  e s t a t e  ................................................. 
Incompetencyj ................................................ 
Other probate  ................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Probate:  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
CKimina1d: 

Misdemeanor: 

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s :  
Other c r i m i n a l  ............................................... 
J u s t i c e  of t h e  peace ......................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
Traf f i e :  

O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  
T r a f f i c  ...................................................... 
T r a f f i c  V i o l a t i o n  Bureau ..................................... 
J u v e n i l e  ..................................................... 

Tota l  .......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juveni le :  
Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency and n e g l e c t  ......................................... 
Other  juveni le :  

Other ........................................................ 
Other family c r imina l3  .................................... ;.. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

3,262 

4,527 

X 
X 
X 
X 

6,835 

17,144 
X 
X 
X 
X 

28,007 

42,631 

8 ,834  

875 

9 ,709  

10,688 
40 ,382  

X 
X 

X 

- 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

8,585 

42 ~ 288 

X 
X 
X 
X 

14,061 

6,491 
X 
X 
X 
X 

9,281 

74.215 

33 ,933  

5,086 

39,019 

123,116 
229,933 

X 
X 

X 

- 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 

- 

8,064 

41,983 

7,398 

I ,  753 

3,081 
886 

13,118 

7 ,208  
1,394 

28 
727 
167 

9,524 

72,689 

32,149 

4,924 

37,073 

120,188 

354,003 

21 1,857 
21,958 

354,003 

11,462 
1 ,260  

1,015 
431 

1,446 

14.168 

3,7858 

4,8348 

X 
X 
X 
X 

7,841g 

16,427 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2 7 , 8 0 0 8  

44,260' 

10,844g 

1,1668 

12,010g 

14.580' 
58,9828 
X 
X 

X 

- 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 110,045 503,706 477,933 138,066g 

T r i a l d  
Nan-jury 
- 

C i v i l  .................... 153 21,740 21,893 
Crimina l  (misdemeanor) ... 227 2.147 2.374 
T r a f f i c  .................. 424 6;562 6;986 

T o t a l  ..................... 804 30,449 31 ,253  

Crimina l  (misdemeanor) d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Gui l ty  p lea  ................................ 18.852 
A t  p re l iminary  hear ing  ..................... 3,770 
Dismissed, s e t t l e d ,  s t r i c k e n ,  or d e f a u l t  ... 7,153 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
S e t t l e d  ........................ 5,364 
Contested (domestic r e l a t i o n e )  . 2,573 
Defaul t  ........................ 7,462 

Traffic d i s p o s i t i o n s  
G u i l t y  p l e a s  .................... 98,634 
Dismissed, s e t t l e d ,  s t r i c k e n ,  or 

d e f a u l t  ........................ 14,568 
T r a f f i c  V i o l a t i o n  Bureau ........ 211.857 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted a t  t h e  note  of i s sue .  

The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is not c o n s i s c e n t  s ta tewide .  The r e p o r t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ask t b t  t h e  c r i m i n a l  u n i t  of count be t h e  number of 

A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  dec is ion .  

F igures  a r e  as repor ted  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t ,  

Commitments, incompetency, and o t h e r  family c r i m i n a l  are inc luded  wi th  domestic r e l a t i o n s ,  p roba te ,  and juvenile cases, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

I f  a j u r y  demand i s  made a f t e r  t h e  f i l i n g  on t h e  c o u r t  c a l e n d a r ,  t h e  case is counted a s  a 
d i s p o s i t i o n  on t h e  c o u r t  c a l e n d a r  and a new f i l i n g  is counted f o r  j u r y  cases .  

defendants  on t h e  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  or  complaint.  

gchange i n  pending does not e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

JExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

., . because t h e i r  pending and f i l e d  f i g u r e s  could  not be s e p a r a t e d  from o t h e r  c a s e s  w i t h i n  each of t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s .  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  Minnesota S t a t e  Court  Report  1976-1977 (St.  Paul,  Minnesota). 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been camouted where necessary .  

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  
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MINNESOTA COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts. 28 judges 
January 1, 1976 CO December 31. 1976 

End 
pending ; Filed Disposed 

pending 

Civild: 
law: 
court ....................................................... 
Jury ........................................................ 
Total ........................................................ 

Unlawful detainers .......................................... 
Total civil .................................................... 

Ropercy rights: 

Criminald : 
Other criminal: . 
Other violations3 ........................................... 

Total criminal ................................................. 
R a f  f ic : 

Total traffic .................................................. 

449 
492 
941 

125 

1,066 

3,948 

1,694 
1,078 
2,772 

10,357 

13,129 

26,494 

26,494 

5,014 72,648 

1,721 
I ,  068 
2,789 

10,419 

13,208 

25,200 

25,200 

- 
70,653 

422 
502 
924 

63 

987 

5,242 

5.242 

- 
7,009 

Grand total ..................................................... 10,028 112,271 109,061 13,238 

Criminal ............. 214 72 2 936 
Traffic .............. 171 2,468 2,639 
Total ................. 692 3,654 4,346 

% =  Civil dispositions 

Dismissed, settled, stricken, o r  default .. 761 1,257 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty plea ...................................... 11,565 
Uismissed, settled, stricken, or default ......... 12,699 

Traffic dispositions 
Guilty plea ...................................... 40,378 
Dismissed, settled, stricken, or default ......... 27,636 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the note of issue. If a jury denand is made after the filing on the court calendar, the case is counted as a 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. The reporting instructions ask that the criminal unit of count be the number 

h trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

"Other violations" include misdemeanor. ordinances, charter provisions, and rules and regulations of any subdivision of government, 
including the Metropolitan Airport Commission. 

disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 

of defendants on  the information, indictnent, o r  complaint. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: Office o f  the State Court Administrator, Minnesota State Court Report 1976-77 (St. Paul, Minnesota). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. - 

MINKESOTA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2 judges 
January 1. 1976 eo December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1976. 

MINNESOTA JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
CourC of limited jurisdiction 

269 courts, 269 justices of che peace 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled by the Justices of the Peace for 1976. 

_. 
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Mississippi court system, 1976 

SUPREMECOURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Appellate jurisdiction over all matters. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
30 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions over $200. Bastardy. - Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo or on record. 
Jury trials. 

t 
CHANCERY COURT (19) 
35 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Equity, divorce, alimony, probate, 

- Hears juvenile if no County Court. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

guardianship, mental commitments. 

If no Co lty Court. 

COUNTY COURT (16) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $10,000, 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
Jurisdiction: - Municipal ordinance violations. 
Jury trials. 

I 
FAMILY COURT (1) 
Jurisdiction: 
-Delinquency and neglect. 

Jury trial of adults. 
Adult crimes against juveniles. 

JUSTICE COURT 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $500. 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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HISSISSIPPI SUPREHE COURT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
Januarv 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 . -  a 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ........................................................ X 507 328 X 
Criminal ..................................................... X 273 163 X ................................ X 17 1 X Unspecified cases (dismissed) (k) - 
Total appeals ................................................. 607 780 662 725” 

Other petitions ............................................ 3 156h 157 2 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

........................................... - - 
3 157 156 Total other cases ...L......................................... 2 

- Bequests to appeal - 

Total cases ..................................................... 610 

Other proceedings: 

Other matters: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 7 

Notions ...................................................... 6 

Tots1 other proceedings ......................................... 13 

- 

936 

127h 

505h 

632 

819 

123 

492 

615 

- 

727 

11 

19 

30 

__ 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion .... 367 
Per curiam ......... 43gm 

Disposition of appeals Time interval (average days) ..... Affirmed ................................ 325 Record filed to submitted 347 
Reversed ................................ 141 Submitted to decision ......... 33 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part ...... 20 Record filed to decision ...... 379 
Affirmed on condition of remittitur o r  Judgment in lower court 
additur ................................ 5 

Dismissed ............................... 171 
to decision .................. 552 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

hFigure was computed: 
End pending figure was computed from beginning pending, filed, and disposed data. 
The filing figures were computed from disposed and end pending data. 

Cases disposed by dismissal are included in the civil and criminal appeals filings, but a civillcriminal breakdown for cases dismissed is 
kAddi tional information: 

not available. 
mcategories Ear disposition type or trial data: 

Number of per curiam opinions are for cases on the merits, petitions for rehearing, and other petitions. There were, in addition, 486 per 
curiam decisions on motions (only 8 motions had written opinions). 

Source: Executive Assistant, Supreme Court, 10th Annual Statistical Report 1975; 11th Annual Statistical Report 1976 (Jackson, Mississippi). 
Sources of case data are available. Statistics are from the annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

MISSISSIPPI CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 circuit districts, 30 Judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

mild: 
law: 
Dollar declarationk .......................................... N/A 

Property rights: 
Eminent domain ............................................... N/A 

Other civil .................................................... N/A 
Appeals ........................................................ N/A 

Total Civil ..................................................... N / A  

- 

10,599 

. 75 
1,612 
349 

12,635 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NIA 

Crimiaa1d: 
Felony: .................................................. Indictments NIA 6,598 N/A 
Other eriminall ................................................ N/A 843 N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
N/A 

Total crimlnal .................................................. N/A 7,441 N/A N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 20,076 NIA N/A 
~ ~~ ~~~ ~~~~ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments. 

Other criminal includes criminal appeals and other unclassified criminal cases. 

The jurisdiction of the Justice of the Peace Courts was increased in December 1975 to a $500 limit for civil actions. This increased 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 

kAdditional information: 

ceiling may be the cause for the reduction from 1975 in the number of dollar declaration filings i n  the Circuit Court. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the judicial council. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 
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MISSISSIPPI CHANCERY COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

19 chancery districts, 35 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 - P - P 

End 
pending Filed Disposed --Beginning 

pending 

civild: 
Kquity: 
General equity ............................................... 
Domestic1 .................................................... 
URESA ........................................................ 
Minor's matters3 ............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Domestic relations: 

Probate: 

Uental health: 
CammitmentsJ ................................................. 

Other civil .................................................... 
Probate and guardianshipfconservatorship ..................... 

N/A 

N I A  
N IA  
N I A  
N I A -  

NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

2,072 

19,487 

3,082 
1,538 

24,107 

6,789 

3,599 
3,015 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
N I A  
NIA 

NIA 

NIA 
N/A 

Total civil ..................................................... NIA 39,582 NIA NIA 

Juvenile: - - - - 
Total juvenile .................................................. N I A  NIA NIA N/A 

~ ~~ 

Grand total ...................................................... N I A  39.582i NIA NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N I A  - This case type is  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

kats are n o t  complete: 

jExplanation of data included in the cacegory: 

The Chancery Court handles juvenile cases in 66 of the state's 82 counties. No juvenile data were available. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

The grand total filed figure does not include juvenile cases. 

Domestic cases are divorce, Support, separate maintenance, and other marital matters. 
Minor's matters are adoptions, removal of disability, and other matters relating to the handling of minors other than by parents or 

Commitments are cases for commitment because of lunacy, alcohol, or drugs. 
guardians. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the judicial council. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 

UISSISSIPPI COUN'R COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

16 courts, 20 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled i n  the County Court for 1976. 

UISSISSIPPI FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Family Court for 1976. 

MISSISSIPPI MUNICIPAL CDURT 
burt of limited jurisdiction 

January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled i n  the Municipal Court for 1976. 

MISSISSIPPI JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
Court of limited Jurisdiction 

January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for case6 handled by the Justice of the Peace for 1976. - 
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Missouri court system, 1976 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction not exclusively 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices, 4 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
. Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in cases involving 

constitution, treaty, or statute, revenue laws, title 
of Officer of State, death penalty or life imprisonment. 

- 
Death per 
Life impri! 
Constituti 
treaty, sts 
Revenue I 
Title of 01 

I COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS (2) 
Circuit judges serve!. 
Jurisdiction: 
.All civil actions in Hannibal and 

Cape Girardeau, domestic relations 
in Hannibal. 

. Felonies, misdemeanors in 
Hannibal. 

.Juvenile. 
Jury trials. 

t 
Mason. Miller 

MAGISTRATE COURT (1 29) 
55 judges serve only as magistrate 
judges. 
91 judges serve as both probate and 
magistrate judges. 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $2,000. 
A few courts handle small claims; 
most handle landlard-tenant. 

- Traffic, misdemeanors (fine less 
than $1 $00, sentence less than 1 
year), felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

I 

CIRCUIT COURT (43) 
11 1 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $50, domestic 

. Felony, misdemeanor. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals on record and de novo. 
Jury trials. 

relations, guardianship. 

I PROBATE COURT (1 15) I 

I 

I 

ST. LOUIS COURT OF 
CRIMINAL CORRECTION (1) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors, traffic, felony 

No jury trials. 
preliminaries. 

Townships to 
Hannibai. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (a 500) 
5 500 judges 

Jurisdiction: - Exclusive jurisdiction over city 
ordinance violations (fine less 
than $500, sentence less than 
6 months). 

Jury trials 

24 judges serve only as probate 
judges. 
91 judges serve as both probate 
and magistrate judges. 
Jurisdiction: - Exclusive original jurisdiction I over all probate and mental commit- 
ment matters. 

Y. 
ment. 

S. 
!r of State. 

~ ~ 

1 Indicates route of appeal. 
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HISSOURI SUPREME COURT 
Coat of Las t  resort 

7 j u a t i c e s ,  4 C d S S i o n e K S  
J u l y  1, 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
C r i m i n a l  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other csses :  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
Habeas corpus  .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ................................................ 
Quo warranto ............................................... 
Other writs ................................................ 
Appl ica t ion  t o  t r a n s f e r  .................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Requests t o  appea l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 

X 
X 

116 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
49 

49 
- 

X 
X 

170 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

409 

409 
- 

180 
3 5  

215 
- 

85 
46 
41 

2 
37 

223 
434 

434 
- 

X 
X 
71 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
24 

24 
- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
Other mat te rs :  

Motion a c t i v i t y  .............................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

165 

10 

17 

27 

- - 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
W r i t t e n  opinion ........ 150 
Dismissa l  ............... 37 

579 

51 

540 

591 

649 

56 

545 

60 1 

- 

95 

5 

12  

17 

- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough informat ion  is known. The c a s e  ca tegory  may o r  may not  be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  1976 ( J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  Missour i ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  
r e p o r t  except that t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

KXSSOUBI COURT OF APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  C O U K t  

3 d i s t r i c t s ,  22 judges  
J u l y  1, 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 - c__ 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
cases :  

Appeals: 
c i v i l  ........................................................ 
Crimina l  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other cases: 

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
Habeas corpus  .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ................................................ 
C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................. 
Quo warranto  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Beques ts  t o  a p p e a l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 

1,117 
698 

1,815 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

21  

21  
- 

1,206 
599 

1,805 
__ 

128 
116 
129 

2 
1 

376 

376 
- 

1,021 
596 

1,617 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
367 

367 
- 

1,309g 

2,003 
6 9 4 8  

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

30 

30 
__ 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 1,836 2,181 1,984 2.033 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Wri t ten  opin ion  ..... 898 
Dismissa l  ........... 708 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough informat ion  is known. The case  ca tegory  may or may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
F i g u r e s  a r e  as r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  annual  repor t .  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  1976 ( J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  Missouri) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  
r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  
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MISSOURI CIRCUIT COURT AND COURT OF COMMON PLBAS 
c o u r t  of general j u r i s d i c t i o n  

J u l y  1. 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 
43 circuits. 111 Judgesc; 2 c o u r t s ,  circuit judges serve 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civil+ 
U n c l a s s i f i e d  t o r t :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  
Personal  i n j u r y  .............................................. 
Divoice ...................................................... 
Modify d ivorce  d e c r e e s  ....................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Other c i v i l  .................................................... 
Appeals ........................................................ 
W t r a o r d f o a r y  Wits:  

Proceeding under r u l e  27.26 .................................. 
T o t a l  c i v i l j  .................................................... 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

(1)  

X - 
63,023f 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

( j )  

X - 
74,474 

Criminald: 
Felony ......................................................... X X 
Usdemeanor .................................................... X X ........................................................ (j) Ap~pp?als (3) 

T o t a l  criminal .................................................. 10,171f 18,080 

6,865 

36,202 
2,912 

39,114 
27,461 

(1)  

406 

73,846 

13,957 
4,007 
(j) 

I 7,9641 

X 

X 
X 

X 

63,651 

__. 

X 
X 

(j) 

10,287 

Juveni le :  - - - - 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 10,530f 16,929 18,443 9,016 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 83,724f 109,483 110,253 82,954 

T r i a l a  a Non-jury C r i m i M l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
c i v i l  ........ x X 10,919 G u i l t y  plea ........ 10,807 
Cr imina l  ..... 1,061 1,178 2,239 Dismissed .......... 2,734 

T o t a l  ......... X X 13,158 Nolle prosequi  ..... 2,184 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  for t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

CJudge information: 

k a s e  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  
C i r c u i t  judges s e r v e  i n  t h e  Court  of Common Pleas. 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number o f  in format ions  o r  ind ic tments .  A f i l i n g  may involve  m u l t i p l e  defendants .  
A ju ry  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted a t  t h e  p a i n t  when an opening s ta tement  or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs.  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  €or  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does  not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

T o t a l  c i v i l  ca tegory  i n c l u d e s  appeals.  Appeals a r e  counted i n  c i v i l  c a t e g o r i e s  accord ing  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  mat te r  of t h e  c a s e  appealed. 
T o t a l  c r imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  1.293 a p p e a l s  o r  changes in venue and 2,017 appea ls  from Municipal Cour ts  t h a t  could not  be s e p a r a t e d  

from t h e  f e l o n y  and misdemeanor da ta .  

Source: OfEice of t h e  S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor ,  Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report  1976 ( J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  Missouri). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  
annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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ST. LOUIS COURT OF CRIUINAL COWCTION, PILSSOURI 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 2 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 - - - - -End 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Crimioald : 
Kisdemeanorf ................................................... 
Other criminal: 
Felony preliminary ............................................. 
Search warrant applications .................................. 
Fugitive warrants ............................................ 
Restoration of driving privileges ............................ 

Total ......................................................... 
City appeals ................................................. 
Writs of habeas corpus ....................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Appeals: 

8XtKaordinaKy Writs: 
X 

11,340 

- 

14,691 
5,113 

57 
49 
73 
179 

144 

7 - 
2O,33Ok 

Grand total ...................................................... 11,340 2O,33Ok 

4,676 X 
3,067 X 

35 X 
N/A X 
N/A X 

351 X 

NIA X 

a X - - 
9,494ik 22,176 

9,494ik 22,176 

Non-jury triald 
crimina1 ....... 33 

Criminal dispositions 
Misdemeaoor: 
Guilty pleas ................................................ 3,859 

Nolle prosequi, abated, bond forfeited, or dismissed ........ 751 

Defendants held for trial ................................... 1,582 
Defendants released ......................................... 429 
Nolle prosequi, abated, or transferred ...................... 1,056 

Trial conviction ............................................ 29 
Acquitted ................................................... 4 

Felony preliminary: - 

Eoldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. A filing may involve multiple defendants. 
A Ron-jury trial is counted if tried to completion. 

bats are not complete: 
Other criminal. total criminal, and grand total disposed do not include dispositions of fugitive warrants and restoration of driving 
priviledges cases. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
tlisdemeanor includes 11,512 license cases. 

kAdditional information: 
Categories do not sum to the total. All figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Office 
report 

of the 
except 

State Court 
that totals 

Administrator, Annual Statistical Report 1976 
have been computed where necessary. 

(Jefferson Missouri). Statistics are from the annual 

HISSOURI UAGIS'IRATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

129 COUKtS: 55 judges serve only as magistrates; 
91 judges serve as both probate and magistrate judges 

July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Magistrate Court for fiscal year 1976. 

- 

UISSOURI PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

115 courts: 24 judges serve only as probate judges; 
91 judges serve as both probate and magistrate judges 

July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court far fiscal year 1976. 

MISSOURI MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
500 courts, W 500 judges 

July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1976. 
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Montana court system, 1976 

- Appellate jurisdiction in all 1 cases. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

DISTRICT COURT (1 8) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions over $50, probate. I - Felony. misdemeanors. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

T 
I 

JUSTICE COURT 
93 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Contract and damage actions under $1,500. - Assaults, thefts under $1 50. Misdemeanors 

Six-man jury trials. 

with fine less than $500 or sentence less than 
6 months. Preliminary hearings. 

I 

CITY COURT, 
106 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and damage actions under $1,500. 
-Assaults, thefts under $150. Misdemeanors (fine 

less than $500 or sentence less than 6 months). 
City or town ordinance violations. Preliminary 
hearings. 

Six-man jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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MONTANA SUPERNE CDURT 
Cour t  of l a s t  r e s o r t  

5 justices 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ......................................................... N/A 
Cr imina l  ...................................................... N/A 

T o t a l  appea ls  .................................................. N/A 
- 

247 
44 
291 

- - 
N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

Other  cases :  ......................................... O r i g i n a l  proceedings N/A 118 NIA N/A 
- - - - Bequests t o  appea l  ............................................ 

Tota l  o t h e r  c a s e s  .............................................. N I A  118 NJA N I A  

...................................................... T o t a l  cases N/A 409 N/A NJA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  = Not enough informat ion  i s  known. The c a s e  ca tegory  may or may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
NJA - This case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

Source: Chief J u s t i c e ,  Montana Supreme Court ,  S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  (Helena, Montana: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except  
t h a t  t o t a l s  were computed where necessary.  

MNTANA DISTRICT COURT 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

18 d i s t r i c t s ,  28 judges  
J u l y  1. 1975 t o  June  30. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l %  ........................................................ Probate  N / A  3,570 1,094 N I A  
Other  c i v i l :  

N I A  

T o t a l  c i v i l  N/A 18,668 10,987 N/A 

........................................................ - C i v i l  - N/A 15,098 9,893 

..................................................... 
Criminald : 

Pelony/misdemeaMr: 
Criminal ..................................................... N/A 2,122 1,726 N / A  - ~ 

.................................................. T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  N/A 2,122 1,726 N I A  

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N/A 1,793 1,414 NIA 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N I A  22,5831 14,127 N / A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  

This  c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s  or complaints.  

Grand t o t a l  f i l i n g s  exc lude  800 "o ther"  cases f i l e d  in t h i s  year  but not d e t a i l e d  i n  c a s e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  t a b l e .  
iData a r e  not complete: 

Source: Chief J u s t i c e ,  Montana Supreme Cour t ,  S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  (Helena, Montana: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  were computed where necessary.  

MONTANA J U S T I a  COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

93 judges  
J u l y  1, 1975 t o  June  30. 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  J u s t i c e  Court f o r  f i s c a l  year  1976. 

MONTANA CITY COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

106 judges 
July 1. 1975 t o  J u n e  30, 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f a r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  Ci ty  Court f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1976. - 
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Nebraska court system, 1976 

DISTRICT COURT (21 ) 
45 judges 

COUNTY COURT (21) 
43 judges 

I Jurisdiction: 
-General jurisdiction in civil excluding small claims 

-General jurisdiction in criminal. 

Appeals on the record in criminal. 
Appeals de novo on the record in civi1.t 
Jury trials. 

and probate. Domestic relations. 

MUNfCIPAL COURT (2) 
'13 judgas 

I 
6 . I I 

JUVENILE COURT (2) 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: - All juvenile matters in Douglas and Lancaster 
Counties. 

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
COURT 
5 judges 

I Jurisdiction: - Original jurisdiction in claims for workmen's I comDensation benefits. 
I J 

Jurisdiction: - In Omaha and Lincoln. - Civil cases under $5,000. - Municipal ordinance violations. misdemeanors, 
felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials in civil and state law cases. 

I Jury trials 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

t In Nebraska,"de novo on the record" means that the court may make an independent determination of the facts. 
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NEBRASKA SWBBlIE COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
September 1. 1975 to August 31. 1976 - - 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ 
Total appeals ................................................. CKimiMl ..................................................... 

Other cases: 
Original proceed1 a ......................................... 
Requests to appea3 .......................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. 

205l 
183l 
3881 
- 

X 

X 
N/A 

364l 
3521 
716 

X 

X 
N/A 

244l 
2261 
470i 
- 

X 

X 
N/A 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Manner of dieposition 

Written opinion ...... 393 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA - This case type is handled by the Court. but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
iData BE not complete: 

Requests to appeal are not counted statistically by the Supreme hurt; the figures presented for appeals are cases docketed. There are a 
number of cases that the COUKt refuses to hear. These discretionary cases, when leave to docket is denied, could be considered processed 
by the court, but are not docketed nor reported statistically. 

hpecial source OK revision in data: 
These figures are from an unpublished source supplied by the Supreme Court clerk. 

Source: Office of the State COUKt Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report and 
unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the Supreme 
Court clerk. 

NEBRASKA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

21 districts. 45 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Beginning Filed3 Disposed pending 

Domestic relations ............................................. 2 2401 
Civi1d: 

Other civil .................................................... 2: 9801 ........................................................ Appeals u 
10.874 
6,358 

L I L  

10,193 
6,057 

2,9211 
3,2811 
2 

Total civil3 .................................................... 5,2201 17,232 16,250 6,2021 

Crimina1d: 
Felony: 

Appeals ........................................................ 118JI 
Criminal3 .................................................... 77 7f 

- 
Total criminal .................................................. 8951 

4,416 
m j  

7,215 

4.431 
2 , 3 9 2 3  

6,823 

Grand total ...................................................... 6,115l 24,447 23,073 7,4891 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

kase definition OK unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

Filed figures include the number of reopened cases placed before the District Court. 
Appeals that are listed as criminal appeals include both civil and criminal appeals. 

Criminal cases may include a few misdemeanor Cases. 

Pending data were provided by the office of the state court adminisrrator. 

kxplanation of data included in the category: 

Statement in the annual report indicates that more 
than half were criminal appeals. 

kpecial source OK revision in data: 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report and 
unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the office 
of the state Court administrator. 
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NEBRASKA COUNTY COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j o r i s d i c t i o n  

21 d i s t r i c t s ,  43 judges  
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l d :  
Lev: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Small  claims ................................................... 
Proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Eminent domain ............................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Adoption ..................................................... 
Probate:  

Probate  and i n h e r i t a n c e  t a x  .................................. 
Guardianship and c o n s e r v a t o r s h i p  ............................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Crimioald: 
Wisdemeawr: 

Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s :  

Felony pre l iminary :  

>Usdemeanor s t a t u t e  .......................................... 
Ordinance n o n - t r a f f i c  ........................................ 
Felony ....................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  
S t a t u t e  t r a f f i c  .............................................. 
Ordinance t r a f f i c  ............................................ 

T a t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

J u v e n i l e  : 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

7,0271 
1 ,153l  

821 

2221 

11 ,657l  
9,3531 
21,0101 

29,4941 

7,235 
8,182 

144 

1,347 

8,940 
2,119 

11,059 

27,967 

6,435 
7,802 

156 

1,336 

9,011 
1,777 

10,788 

26,517 

7 8271 
1:533l 

701 

233l  

I 1 ,586l  
9,69S1 

21,2811 

30,944l 

10,7561 32,353 30,931 1 2 , 1 9 9 d  

1,2911 8,277 8,211 1,35781 

4,1711 4,328 3.998 4,50281 

16,2181 44,958 43,140 18,05881 

7.6321 
2,3901 

10,0221 

10,0221 

120,032 
31,577 
151,609 

151,609 

118,877 8 76581 
31,130 2:83781 
15o,oo7 11,60281 

150,007 11,60281 

- - 1,1271 3,184 3,256 1,08881 

56,8611 227,718 222,920 6 1 , 6 9 2 d  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of in format ions .  ind ic tments ,  o r  compla in ts .  Two defendants  charged on a s i n g l e  complaint 

One defendant  wi th  two charges  on a s i n g l e  complaint is one case, u n l e s s  t h e  count  as one case, unless  c a s e s  a r e  separa ted  f o r  t r ial .  
charges  a r e  t r i e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  

gChange i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

l s p e c i a l  eource o r  revision i n  d a t a :  
F igures  a r e  as repor ted .  

Pending f i g u r e s  were provided by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  The Cour ts  of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln ,  Nebraska). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  and 
unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and a d d i t i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  o f f i c e  
of  t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  adminis t ra tor .  
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NEBRASKA UIJNICIPAL OOURTa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2bcourts, 13 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 - P End 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

civild: 
Law: ........................................... N/A 

Total civil ..................................................... N/A 15,081 N/A N/A 

Civillsmall claims - N/A Is,osl N/A - 

- - - c T i m i M l d :  - 
Total criminal .................................................. N/A X N/A N/A 

- - - - W a f  f ic : 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A X N/A N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 121,628 N/A N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
aCourt jurisdiction: 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

dCase definition or  unit of count: 

Municipal Courts have exclusive jurisdiction in cases involving violations of local ordinances. 

The two Municipal COUKtS are in Omaha and Lincoln. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEBRASKA JWENILE COURT 
COurt of limited jurisdiction 

~b courts, 3 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Juvenile : 
- - - 

Total juvenile .................................................. N/A 2,070 N/A N/A 
- 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 2,070 N/A NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
There are two separate Juvenile Courts in Nebraska, located in Douglas County and Lancaster County. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report except 

NEBRASKA UORKHTN'S COMPENSATION COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 5 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 - - -  

End 
Filed Disposedk pending 

Beginning 
pending 

Ciuild: 
Administrative: ............................................. N/A Disputed claims 762 N/A - 
Total civil .................................................... N/A 762 N/A N/A 

N/A - 

Grand total ..................................................... N/A 762 N/A N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition o r  unit of count: 

kAdditional information: 
A civil case is counted with the filing df a petition or complaint. 

There were 820 original and settlement hearings and 151 rehearings held and settled. The number of cases disposed is unknown. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Nevada court system, 1976 

JUSTICE COURT (54) 
54 justices of the peace 
Juri-sdiction: Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions under $300 except 
title realty or mining claim. - Misdemeanors with tine under $500 
and/or sentence under 6 months. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (1 5) 
15 judges 

- Civil when less than $300 and 

- Municipal ordinance violations. 

incident to a criminal case 
and the plaintiff is the city. 

/ - Municipal ordinances, misdemeanors 

I 5 SUPREME justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over equity, law (over $300), 

and all other civil not given to a lower court, and 
questions of law in criminal cases of District Court. 

- May review upon appeal any decision or judgment 
begun in its geographical jurisdiction. 

- Certiorari review of cases originating in Justice and 
Municipal Courts and appealed to District Court. 

1 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity, law, probate, 

mentally ill. 
- Fe1onies;misdemeanors (fine greater than $500, 

sentence greater than 6 months). 
- Juvenile, adults in relation to juveniles. 
Appeals are trial de novo 
Jury trials. I 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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NEVADA SUPBBWB COURT 
Court of last r e s o r t  

5 j u s t i c e s  
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Crimina l  ..................................................... 
Reins ta ted  ................................................... 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other cases :  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
Habeas corpus  .............................................. 
Mandamus,.... ............................................... 
P r o h i b i t i g n  ................................................ 
Quo warranto  ............................................... 
Exceptions ................................................. 
Bar ...... ?:. ............................................... 
Motions .................................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................. 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 
Bequests t o  appeal:  

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

_. 

249 
358 

20 
627 
- 

13 
44 
22 
0 

I 1  
23 
59 

172 

7 
179 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 

X 
X 

' X  
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

256 

0 

0 

- 

806 

98 

98 

803 

83 

83 

- 

259 

1 5  

15 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Wri t ten  opin ion  .......... 252 
Per curiam ............... 169 
Dismissed by o r d e r  ....... 535 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  
Affirmed .................. 162 
Reversed .................. 66 
P a r t i a l l y  a f f i rmed ........ 10 
Other ..................... 14 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  C B B ~  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

Source: Chief J u s t i c e ,  Supreme Court ,  "Nevada S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Message 1975-76," in I n t e r  A l i a ,  42:2 ( A p r i l ,  1977);  and unpublished d a t a .  
S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  " S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y "  message and unpublished d a t a  e x c e m t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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NEVADA DISTRICT COURTi 
Court  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
9f d i s t r i c t s ,  25= judges  

January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
Disposedk pending 4 pending F i l e d  

Civi1d: 
Law: 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  
C i v i l  a c t i o n s  ................................................ 
Divorces ..................................................... 
Adoptions .................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Probate  ...................................................... 
Guardianship] ................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Mental illness and i n e b r i a t e s  ................................ 
Miscellaneous m a t t e r s  ........................................ 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Reciproca l  ................................................... 
Probate:  

k n t a l  hea l th :  

Other c i v i l :  

Criminald: 
Pelony/misdemeaMr: 

Criminal ..................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

Juveni le :  

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

N/A 

N / A  
NJA 
N / A  
N I A  

K I A  
N / A  
N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
N / A  

___ 
N I A  

9,476 

9,970 
524 

2,560 
13,054 

I, 146 
101 

1,247 

390 

939 

25,106 

4,633 

4,633 

- 
2,343 

N / A  

N/A 
N I A  
N/A 
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

NIA - 
N I A  

- 
N I A  

N/A 

N I A  
N/A 
N I A  
NIA 

N / A  
N / A  
NIA 

N/A 

- N / A  

N/A 

- N I A  

N/A 

- 
N I A  

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... N I A  32,082 N I A  N / A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
?J/A = This  c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

CJudge informat ion:  
The second d i s t r i c t  has 7 judges and t h e  e i g h t h  d i s t r i c t  h a s  11 judges.  Data were available only  f o r  t h e s e  two d i s t r i c t s .  There are a 

t o t a l  of 25 judges i n  t h e  9 d i s t r i c t s  s ta tewide .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 

A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  infarmat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  or complaint.  

Data were a v a i l a l e  f o r  two d i s t r i c t s  only: t h e  second d i s t r i c t  (Washoe County) and t h e  e i g h t h  d i s t r i c t  (Clark  County). These t w o  c o u n t i e s  
iData are not  conple te :  

c o n t a i n  81 percent  of t h e  s t a t e  population. 
JExplana t ion  of  d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

kAddi t i o n a l  in format ion:  
Guardianship d a t a  by ca tegory  were a v a i l a b l e  only  f o r  Washoe County. Guardianship cases f o r  Clark  County are inc luded  wi th  t h e  probate  cases. 

D i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  were not  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Clark County. The number of m a t t e r s  heard  and t h e  number of t r i a l s  were a v a i l a b l e  only  f o r  Washoe 
County. These d a t a  a r e  not d i sp layed  because f i l i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  for Clark  and Washoe Counties.  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  from t h e  two d i s t r i c t s .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where 
necessary.  

NEVADA JUSTICE CDURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i a d i c t i o n  

54 c o u r t s .  54 justices of t h e  peace 
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  J u s t i c e  Court f o r  1976. 

NEVADA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

15 c o u r t s .  15 judges  
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled i n  t h e  Municipal Court f o r  1976. 
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C 

t 

New Hampshire court system, 1976 

I 1 
SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Final appellate jurisdiction. 

I SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
13 justices I Jurisdiction: - Civil actions over $500, title to real property, 
equity, divorce, support, alimony 

-Felonies. 
Appeals de novo on misdemeanors and violations. 
July trials. 

I .  Crlmllnal 
DISTRICT COURT (41) I 77 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actionsunder$3,000(notitletoreal property). I Small claims (if no MuniCiDal Court). 
- Misdemeanors, violations; probable cause 

-Juvenile. 
No jury trials. 

hearings for felonies. 

.) 
Criminal 

MUNICIPAL COURT (1 8) 
22 full-time and 22 special justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Landlord and tenant and small claims under $500 

- Misdemeanors, violations, probable cause 

-Juvenile 
No jury trial. 

(no title to real propelty). 

hearings for felonies. 

PROBATE COURT (10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive probate, adoption, guardianship, and 

No jury trial. 
conservatorship jurisdiction. 

t Indicates route of appeal 

277 



NEW 2IAEIpSHIBE SUPBWLE COURT 
Court of last r e s o r t  

5 justices 
August 1. 1975 t o  J u l y  31, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  ........................................... X 
Agency appea ls  ............................................... X 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. X 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

O r i g i n a l  c a s e s  f i l e d  ....................................... X 
Advisory opinions .......................................... X 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  of q u e a t i o n s  ................................. X 

T o t a l  ....................................................... X 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. X 
Requests t o  appea l  ........................................... - 

210 
28 

238 
- 

28 
5 
2 

35 

35 
__ 

X 
X 
X 
- X 

X 
X 
- 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
- - 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 249 273 320 202 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  - Kot enough informat ion  i s  known. The case ca tegory  may or may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
X = T h e  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  he inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  
Source: Chairman, J u d i c i a l  Council ,  S i x t e e n t h  Biennia l  Report of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Council  of t h e  S t a t e  of New Hampshire cover ing  per iods  August 1, 

1974-July 31, 1975, and August 1, 1975-July 31, 1976 (Concord, New liampshire: 1976). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been comouted where neceasarv.  

NEW HBWSHIRE SUPERIOR COURT 
Cnurt  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

IO c o u r t s ,  13 justices 
August 1, 1975 to July 31, 1976 

hfld 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l 4  
Law: 

Equity: 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Appeals: 

Actions a t  law ............................................... 
Equi tab le  a c t i o n s  and p e t i t i o n s  .............................. 
Marital c a s e s  ................................................ 
Probate  appea ls  .............................................. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
c r i m i n a l d  : 

Felonyfrnisdemeanor : 
Indic tments  .................................................. 
Informat ions  ................................................. 
Complaints ................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Appeals ........................................................ 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

9,702 5,685 

2,667 2,438 

6,002 9,610 

40 25 

18,361k 17,758 

- - 

5,390h 9,997 

2,05Ih 3,054 

9,186h 6,426 

17h 48 

16,494k 19,675gk 

2,172 2,909 2,240 2,841 
30 447 434 43 

337 677 566 448 
2,539 4,033 3 240h 3,332 
1,922 2,398 &h 1,844 

4,461 6,431 5,771k 5,118gk 

22,872k 24,189 22,268k 24.7938 

T r i a l d  
% K O Z 7  Total 

Civil .............. 202 2.13am 2.340 
Cr imina l  ........... 379 165 544 

T o t a l  ............... 581 2,303 2,884 

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
G u i l t y  p lea  or nolo  

Nolle prosse  ............. 1,241 
contendere  .............. 2,785 

~ ~ 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count .  

A civil case is not counted i n  t h e  same way throughout t h e  s t a t e .  
The criminal case u n i t  of count is not c o n s i s t e n t  s ta tewide .  
A t r i a l  i s  not counted in t h e  same way throughout t h e  s t a t e .  

F igures  are  as r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  b i e n n i a l  repor t .  

3 i s p o s i t i o n s  were c a l c u l a t e d  by ca tegory  from a v a i l a b l e  f i l i n g  and pending d a t a .  

J i s p o s r t i o n  f i g u r e s  t h a t  were c a l c u l a t e d  do not  sum t o  t h e  t o t a l  g iven  in t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t .  

Pending f i 8 u r e s  by ca tegory  in t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t  do not sum t o  t h e  t o t a l  g iven  i n  t h e  b i e n n i a l  repor t .  

&Change i a  pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

hFlgures  were c a l c u l a t e d :  

kAddi t iona l  in format ion:  
T o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  g iven  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  a r e  

d isp layed  f o r  t o t a l  c i v i l  and t o t a l  c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  

b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t .  
Flgures a r e  as they appear i n  t h e  

mCategories foe  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or trial d a t a :  

Source: 

C i v i l  UOn-luKy t r i a l s  i n c l u d e  l a w  cases t r i e d  by t h e  c o u r t ,  c o n t e s t e d  m a r i t a l  c a s e s ,  and o t h e r  e q u i t y  cases heard as n o n - p r y  c i v i l  t r r a l s .  

Chairman, J u d i c i a l  Council ,  S i x t e e n t h  Biennia l  Report  of t h e  J u d i c l a l  Council  of t h e  b t a t e  of New Hampshire cover ing  per iods  August 1, 
1974-July 31, 1975, and August 1, 1975-July 31, 1976 (Concoru,-New Hampshire: 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  

1976). S t a t i s t i c s  are f rom-the  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t  except 
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NEW HAMF5BIRB D1STB.ICT COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

41 c o u r t s ,  77 jmtices 
August 1. 1975 t o  J u l y  31, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l d :  
U n c l a s s i f i i d  t o r t :  

Contract:  
Contraots.  n o t e s ,  etc. ....................................... 

small c la ims  ................................................... 
R o p e r t y  rights: 

Landlord and t e n a n t  .......................................... 
Other  c i v i l :  

Person o r  proper ty  damage .................................... 

Appealed t o  Super ior  Court ................................... 
Appealed t o  Supreme Court  .................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

m i m i M l d :  
LUsdemeeMr .................................................... 
Felony p r e l i n i n a r y :  

Class A f e l o n i e s  ............................................. 
Class  B f e l o n i e s  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

T r a f f i c  : 
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  

V i o l a t i o n s  of c i t y  o r  town ................................... 
V i o l a t i o n s  of s t a t e  .......................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juveni le :  
Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency and neglect: 

S t a t u s  of feesea :  
Neglected .................................................... 
Person i n  need of s u p e r v i s i o n  ................................ 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

X 

X 
772 

42 

X 
X 
x 

1,783 

- 

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

X 

x 
17,610 

1,393 

X 
X 
X 

23,370 

- 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  

NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

792 

3,794 

1.394 

16,401 

91 
6 

97 

22.478 

- 

25,931 

569 
2,351 

2,920 

28,851 

23,607 
85,558 
109,165 

109,165 

4,377 

427 

464 

5,268 

- 

x 
X 

2,0018 

428 

X 
X 
X 

3,2278 

- 

N I A  

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  
N/A 

N/A 

N I A  

N I A  

N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 1,783i 23,370i 165,762 3,227i 

Non-jury t r i a l d  
C i v i l  ....... 3,679 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  & i m i M l  and t r a f f i c  
Defaul t  judgment .......... 10,524 d i s p o s i t i o n s  
S e t t l e d  ................... 5.797 Not g u i l t y  ........ 2,576 
Withdrawn or dismissed  .... 2,175 Nol le  prosse  ...... 7,270 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N l A  - This c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  C O U K t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dcase  d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  o f  count:  
A c i v i l  case is not  counted i n  t h e  same way throughout t h e  s t a t e .  
The Criminal case u n i t  of Count is not c o n s i s t e n t  s ta tewide .  
A t r ia l  is n o t  counted i n  t h e  same way throughout t h e  s t a t e .  

F igures  a r e  as repor ted  in t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t .  

Grand t o t a l  f i l i n g  and pending d a t a  are f o r  c i v i l  cases only.  D i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  are for  a l l  case c a t e g o r l  

BChange i n  pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

iData a r e  not  complete:  
es. 

Source: Chairman, J u d i c i a l  Council .  S i x t e e n t h  Biennia l  Report  of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Counci l  of t h e  S t a t e  of New Hampshire cover ing  per iods  August 1, 
1974-July 31, 1975. and August I ,  1975-July 31, 1976 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1976). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t  except 
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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NEW W S H I R E  PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

10 courts, 10 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civil% 
Domestic relations: 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Marriage waivers granted ..................................... 
Guardians appointed .......................................... 

Change of name ............................................... 
Comnitment t o  Laconia State School ........................... 
Total ......................................................... 
embate: 

Will allowed ................................................. 
Administrations allowed ...................................... 
Voluntary administrations .................................... 
Inheritance tax .............................................. 
Successor custodian .......................................... 
Death certificate ............................................ 
Will authenticity ............................................ 
Trustees appointed ........................................... 
Inquisitions ................................................. 
AcICcouats allowed ............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
ConseCvatoKS appointed ....................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
llental health: 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N I A  
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  
N/A 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
N / A  
N I A  
N/A 
N I A  
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

- 

777 
406 
20 

1,729 
2,932 

381 
2,618 
1,407 
659 
22 
4 

100 
173 
154 
169 

6.254 
11,941 

182 

15,055 

N/A 
N / A  
N I A  
N I A  
N/A 

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
NIA 
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N / A  
N/A 
N I A  
N / A  
N I A  

N I A  

N / A  

- 

N I A  
NIA 
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N / A  
N I A  
N I A  
N / A  
N/A 
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 15,055 N I A  N I A  

iloldface headings indicate the classifications used by the XCSP. 
N I A  - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit oE count: 
A civil cdae i s  not counted i n  the same way throughout the state. 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Sixteenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods A u g u s t  1, 
1974-July 31, 1975, and August 1, 1975-July 31, 1976 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1976). Statistics are from the biennial report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Sixteenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods A u g u s t  1, 
1974-July 31, 1975, and August 1, 1975-July 31, 1976 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1976). Statistics are from the biennial report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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N E W  HAWSHIRE WUAICIPAL COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

August 1. 1975 t o  J u l y  31, 1976 
18 c o u r t s ,  22 f u l l - t i m e  and 22 s p e c i a l  justices 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c h i l d :  
Smal l  claims ................................................... 
R o p e r t y  righcs: 

Landlord and tenant  .......................................... 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

&idMld: 
Kisderaeanors ................................................... 

Class A f e l o n i e s  ............................................. 
Class  B f e l o n i e s  ............................................. 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

Felony Qre l imiMry:  

T r a f f i c :  
O t h e r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  

V i o l a t i o n s  of c i t y  o r  town ................................... 
V i o l a t i o n s  of s t a t e  .......................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juveni le :  
Delinquency .................................................... 

Neglected c h i l d r e n  ........................................... 
Person in need of s u p e r v i s i o n  ................................ 

Tota l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

Dependency and neglec t :  

S t a t u s  of fenses :  

23 

0 

23 

- 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N / A  
N/A 
N/A 

N / A  

- 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

549 

10 

559 

- 

N / A  

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

N I A  

N / A  

N/A 
N / A  

546 

10 

556 

1.497 

9 
70 
79 

1,576 

- 

765 
5,554 
6,319 

6,319 

196 

9 

25 

230 

- 

278 

0 

278 

- 

N/A 

N / A  
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  

N / A  
N / A  

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NIB 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 231 5591 8,681 27i 

Non-jury t r ia ld  
C i v i l  ......... 131 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Defaul t  judgment ............. 224 
S e t t l e d  ...................... 163 

Criminal and t r a f f i c  
d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Not e u i l t v  .......... 125  
I ,  

Withdrawn or dismissed  ....... 38 Nol le  prosse  ........ 328 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case is not counted in t h e  same way throughout t h e  s t a t e .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is not  c o n s i s t e n t  s ta tewide .  
A t r i a l  is not counted in t h e  same way throughout t h e  s t a t e .  

F igures  are as repor ted  i n  t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t .  

Grand t o t a l  f i l i n g  and pending d a t a  are f o r  c i v i l  cases only. D i s p o s i t i o n  d a t a  are f o r  a l l  case  c a t e g o r i e s .  

gChange i n  pendirtg does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between filings and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

b t a  a r e  not complete:  

Source: Chairman, J u d i c i a l  Council ,  S i x t e e n t h  B i e n n i a l  Report of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Council  of t h e  S t a t e  of New Hampshire cover ing  per iods  August 1 ,  
1974-July 31, 1975, and August 1 ,  1975-July 31, 1976 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1976). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e p o r t  except  
t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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New Jersey court system, August 31,1976 

Jurisdiction: 
-Uncontested probate. 

Serve as Clerk of Probate Division of County Court. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices authorized 
Jurisdiction: - Final appeal in constitutional questions. capital 

cases, certifications,-dissents in Appellate 
Division, and as provided by law. 

Jurisdiction: - Bastardy proceedings. - Probable cause hearings on indictable, offenses. 
Traffic, minor criminal, ordinance violations. fish 
and game, and navigation violations. 
No jury trial. 

I APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR I COURT 
22 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: - Appeals from lower courts except MuniciDal 

Courts and from administrative agencies except 
Wage and Hour Section of Labor and Industry. 

SUPERIOR COURT: LAW DIVISION 
AND CHANCERY DIVISION 
98 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law Division hears civil cases. ChanceIy I Division hears general eauitv. matrimonial. . ~. 
probate. - - Law Division hears criminal cases. 

Jury trials in Law Division. 

COUNTY COURT (21) 
103 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
-General jurisdiction in civil cases over $3,000. 

Contested probate. Adoptions. 
-General jurisdiction in criminal cases. 
Appeals in bastardy proceedings and appeals from 
Municipal Courts and Wage and Hour Section 
of Labor and Industry. 

Jury trials. 

I 
I 

COUNTY DISTRICT COURT (21 ) 
34 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
-Contract and tort under $3,000, landlord and 
tenant, small claims, bastardy proceedings. - Minor criminal, traffic, ordinance violations. 
Concurrent criminal and quasi-criminal jurisdiction 
with Municipal Courts. 

. Jury trials. I 

JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC 
RELATIONS COURT (21) 
29 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations (except divorce). Adoption 
-Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

SURROGATES (21) I 21 surrogates 
MUNICIPAL COURT (526) I I  382 judges 

I Indicates route of appeal. 
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NEU JERSEY SOPREHE a l U R T  
Court of last resort 
7 juntiees authorized 

September 1. 1975 t o  August 31, 1976 

P - 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Notice of appeal filed ....................................... 
Certifications on petitions granted .......................... 
Certifications on motion ..................................... 
Appeals by leave granted ..................................... 
Appeals removed from calendarj ............................... 
Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

&quests to appall: 
Disciplinary ............................................... 
Petitions for certification ................................ 

Total other cases ............................................. 

77 
113 
16 
26 

232 
__ - 

95 

837 
932 
- 

- _- - _- 
187 
187 
- 

93 

705 
798 
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 
Other matters: 
Motions and other petitionsj ................................. 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

4431 

(1) 
188 

188 

1,164i 

(1) 
l,oss 

1,058 

9851 

(1). 

1,144 

1,144 

62Zi 

(1) 
102 

102 

- 

Manner of dispositionm 
Written opinion ............ 137 
Per curiam ................. 30 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ..................... 63 
Reversed ..................... 19 
Modified ..................... 6 
Reversed and remanded ........ 15 
Affirmed and reversed in part 2 
Remanded ..................... 2 
Dismissed .................... 1 

Time intervals (monthsldays) 
Mean Median - -  

Judgment below to notice of appeal or 

Notice of appeal or granting of 
granting of certification ................ 3/19 314 

certification to perfection .............. 2/18 1/17 
Perfection to argument ..................... 3/28 3/13 
Argument to decision ....................... 4/17 3/17 
Notice of appeal or granting of 
certification to decision ................ 10/28 9/15 
Perfection to decision ..................... 8/15 7/23 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- - Not applicable. 
iDsta BE not complete: 

as other matters. 
Total cases do not include motions for leave to appeal because these data could not be separated from the motions and other petitions listed 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 

3 cases consolidated with certification. 

these motions filed or pending was unknown, the disposed motions were not added to the requests to appeal or rehearing requests 
categories. 

"Appeals removed from calendar" include 43 cases dismissed before argument, 15 cases remanded, 18 cases decided without oral argument, and 

"Notions and other petitions'' disposed include at least 72 motions for leave to appeal and 23 motions fo r  rehearing. Since the number of 

@'Categories for disposition type or trial data: 
The 137 written opinions and 30 per curiam opinions disposed of 108 appeals and 16 disciplinary matters. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton. New Jersey: 1977). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Source of case data is available. 



NEU JERSEY APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR COURT 
Intermediate appellate Court 

21 judges 
Seetember 1. 1975 t o  Awust 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Total appeals ................................................. 

Other cases: 
Origioal proceedings ......................................... 
Bequests to appeal ........................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. 

X 
X 

4,266 
- 

3,157h 

+$%k 

X x 
X X 

4,349' 4,736 
- 

Ail.- 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 
Other matters: 
Motions and petitions3 ....................................... 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

4,2661 

(j) 

132f 

132f 

___ 

4.81 9kf 

(3) 

3,149 

3,149 

4,349ki 4,7361 

Manner of disposition 
Published opinionsm .......... 350 
Per curiamm .................. 2,777 
Dismissal/withdrawal ......... 1,224 
Transfersm ................... 16 

Time interval (monthsldays) 

Date of appeal to perfected ......................... 
Perfected to argued or submitted .................... 
Argued or subnitted to decided ...................... 
Date of appeal to decided ........................... 
Judgment below to notice of appeal .................. 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ...................... 2,308 
Reversed ...................... 439 
Remanded ...................... 31 
Certifications ................ 16 
Yodified ...................... 331 
Dismissed ..................... 2,241 

Mean Median __ 
711 1 6/13 
4/21 419 
0127 0115 
12/29 12/20 
1/17 1/12 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enaugh infarmation is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the COUKt. 
X * The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

bats a ~ e  not complete: 

There are 22 judges authorized in this court, but 1 judge serves as the acting administrative director of the courts. 

Civil appeals filed were computed by subtracting the number of criminal appeals filed from the number of total appeals filed. 

Total cases data do not include requests to appeal data because these data could not be separated from the motions and petitions listed as 
other matters. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Motions and petitions" filed include 841 notions for leave to appeal and 102 motions for rehearing. 

under the categories of requests to appeal or rehearing requests because the number of these motions disposed and pending was unknown. 
These filed motions were not listed 

kAdditional information: 
Total appeals filed and disposed include 16 certifications by the Supreme Court before calendaring by the Appellate Division. 
Total other proceedings disposed includes 114 withdrawn motions. 

Published opinions and per curiam opinions are both written opinions. 
Transfers are cases transferred to the Supreme Court by certification. 

mCatcgories for disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977). Source of case data is available. Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JERSEY SUPERIOR COURT (LAU DIVlSlON 
and CHM4CEP.Y DIVISION) and COUNTY COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
11 counties, 201 judges authorized 
September 1. 1975 to August 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civild: 
law: 
Other--Law Division .......................................... 

Auto tort ...................................................... 
Equity ......................................................... 
Domestic relation&: 

Robate (County Court): 
Matrimonial .................................................. 
Wills and administration ..................................... 
Accounting ................................................... 
Adoptions .................................................... 
Other probate matters ........................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald: 
Felony: 
Indictments and accusations .................................. 

Appeals (County Court) ......................................... 
Bxtraordinary writs: 
Postconviction relief ........................................ 

Total criminal .................................................. 

22,38If 
18 473f 
21657f 

5,764f 

x 
X 
X 
x 
16Bf 

49,443f 

26,571f 
7971 

68f 

27,4364 

21,070 
15,896 
3,936 

23,391 

176 
194 
31 
183 
584 

64,877 

27,663 
3,790 

227 

31,680 

- 

17,218 
13,541 
3,910 

22,205 

X 
x 
X 
X 
519 - 

57,393 

25,495 
3,730 

241 

29,466 

- 

26,233 
20,828 
2,683 

6,950 

X 
X 
X 
X 
233 

56.927 

28,739 
857 

54 

29,650 

Grand total ...................................................... 76,87gf 96,557 86,859 86,577 

W d  
Non-jury 

Civilm ................ 2,699 10,714 
Criminal .............. 2,895 69 5 
Total .................. 5;594 11,409 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty or nonvult pleas ........... 15,329 
Trial conviction .................. 1,809 
Acquitted ......................... 1,355 
Dismissed ......................... 6,827 
Conditional discharge ............. 175 
Petition summarily disposed ....... 58 
No relief granted ................. 164 
Some relief granted ............... 19 

Total 
13,413 
3,590 
17,003 

Civil dispositions e Equify Domestic relations 
Settled ....................... X 1,691 29 
Dismissed or discontinued ..... X E15 355 
Total .......................... 25,405 2,506 384 

Time interval" (monthldays) 
Nan-jury All trial cases 

W W B  - Mean B Mean Median 
civil: 

2/22 1/23 .... 2/ 7 1/16 Complaint to answer 2/28 1/25 
Answer to pretrial ..... 121 0 10118 10/27 91 0 11/12 9/19 

Complaint to trial ..... 21/29 20/23 19/25 17/21 21/16 7 5 j - i  
Pretrial to trial ...... 8/28 6/17 7/10 5/23 ai 2 6/13 

Defendants who retracted a 

Indictment or Not guilty plea Indictment or Not guilty 
accusation to to trial or accusation to plea to 

Defendants for whom trials commenced plea of not guilty 

first plea guilty plea first plea retraction 
Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median 

Murder ............. 0/26 0125 4/19 3/26 0110 O /  7 4/18 4/10 
Other .............. 1/14 0121 7/16 5/22 1/27 O/24 5/23 41 8 

- - - - - - _ _  __ Criminal: 

Age of pending casesn (months) 
Domestic 

lay Auto tort Equity relations Probate Criminal 
Under 6 months ..... 6,344 4,246 1,099 2,709 171 9,962 
6+ to 12 manths .... 7,741 6,264 988 2,562 38 3,468 
12+ to 18 months ... 6,067 5,144 326 1,134 24 1,374 ... 451 18+ to 24 months 3,408 2,975 107 328 _- 

383 24+ to 36 months ... 1,846 1,653 72 134 ..... 223 Over 36 months 187 148 10 40 -- 
_- 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data f o r  this case type are known to be included i n  the total but were not available by category. _ _  = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted when it is placed on the calendar (has reached issue). 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations o r  indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the first juror is drawn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

This is because of recounts by the counties resulting from their periodic physical inventories and the discovery of other reporting errors by 
fmeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 

the counties during the course of the year. 
kAdditianal information: 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

"Time interval or age of pending data: 

Domestic relations matters are also handled in the juvenile and domestic relations courts; they are not included here. 

Civil trials do not include uncontested matrimonial cases. 

Time interval data are for cases in which trials commenced in the Law Division of the Superior Court and County Court during October 1975. 
Age of pending data reflect active cases only. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during verification by the administrative 
office of the courts. 
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NEU JEBSEY COUNTY DISTRICT COURT 
court of limited Jurisdiction 

7.1 courts, 34 judges authorized 
September 1, 1975 t o  A u g u s t  31, 1976 

End 
pending j Filedj Disposed pending 

Civild: 
Auto tort ...................................................... 4,700 14,562 14,957 4,305 
Won-auto tbrt : 
Other tort ................................................... 1.44'7 4,469 4,398 1,518 

Contract ....................................................... 30,229 156,275 155,550 30,954 
S M U  clainsj .................................................. 4,529 37,132 36,059 5,602 
Property riphts: 
Tenancy ...................................................... 3,475 81,47') 82,213 2,741 

Total civil ..................................................... 44,380 293,917 293,177 45,120 

criminald: 
Other C K ~ d M l :  
CriminalJ .................................................... N/A 2,176 2,320 N/A 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A 2,176 2,320 N/A 

Traffic : 
Parking: 

Other traffic violations: 
Parking cases ................................................ NIA 

Moving traffic cases ......................................... N/A 

41,940 30,262 

38,833 32,455 

NIA 

N/A 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 80,773 62,717 N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... 44,380i 376.866 358,214 45,lZOi 

Triald - 
......... .% %E 5;- 
C%idUal a .  - 379 379 
Total ...... 716 53.418 54,134 

Age of pending cases (months) 
civil : Jury Non-jury 
Under 6 months ..... 1,650 37,434 
6+ to 12 months .... 807 4,281 
12+ to 18 months ... 204 54 5 
18+ to 24 months ... 37 68 
Over 24 months ..... 42 52 

- 

Civil dispositions 
Judgments by default ................. 122,471 
Before trial date .................... 25,869 
On trial date ........................ 60,184 

Settled, dismissed, or discontinued .. 27,523 

Placed on inactive list or  transferred 3,375 

Criminal dispositions 
Convictions and guilty pleas i n  open court.... 330 
Violations Bureau ............................ 17 
Dismissed after conditional discharge or 
pretrial intervention ....................... 49 
Other dismissals and acquittals .............. 443 
Referred to other court ...................... 30 
Referred t o  county prosecutor ................ 1,072 

Time interval" (months/days) 
All trial cases Traffic dis ositions 

civil: Mean q i a n  Mean Median Convictions and guilt: pleas in 
Complaint to answer ......... 2/11 Ill5 %?? 0/27 2/4 27 open court .......................... 5,764 
Answer to prerrial .......... No pretrial 2/12 2/12 2/12 12 Violations Bureau .................... 55,092 
Pretrial to trial ........... No pretrial 0112 0112 0112 12 Dismissals and acquittals ............ 1,860 
Complaint t o  trial .......... 10111 7/10 7/25 7/23 Referred to other c o u r t  .............. 1 814 27 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N I A  - This case type is  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- - Xot applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing oE a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, ot complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the f i r s t  juror is drawn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

iData are not comolete: 
Grand total pending figures do not include criminal or traffic cases. 

Filed includes all complaints filed or transferred from other Courts or counties and inactive complaints restored to calendar. 
Soall claims include auto small claims cases and other small claims. 
Criminal case complaints include indictable offenses referred to county prosecutors far indictment as well as minor criminal, 

Time interval data are for all civil cases i n  which trials commenced during October 1975, except small claims and tenancy. 

jExplanetion of data included in the category: 

disorderly persons, ordinance, fish and game, navigation, etc. 
"Time interval or age o f  pending data: 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977) and Proceedings in the Municipal Courts 
September 1, 1975-August 31,  1976 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977). 
computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual reports except that totals have b:en 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977) and Proceedings in the Municipal Courts 
September 1, 1975-August 31,  1976 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977). 
computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual reports except that totals have b:en 
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NEW JERSEY JLlVENILB AND WHESTIC RELATIONS COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  

21 c o u r t s .  29 Judges a u t h o r i z e d  
September 1, 1975 t o  August 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Civ i ld :  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  and r e c i p r o c a l  suppor t  .................... 4,069f 61,874 61.439 4,504 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 4,069f 61,874 61,439 4,504 

Juveni le :  
Delinquency .................................................... 10,925f 75,862 74,752 12,035 
S t a t u s  of fenses :  

J u v e n i l e  in need of s u p e r v i s i o n  (JINS) ....................... 677 8,622 8,524 775 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 11,602f 84,484 83,276 12,810 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 15,671f 146,358 144,715 17,314 

Age of pending c a s e s  (months) 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  Delinquency S t a t u s  of fensee  
Under 1 month .......................... 2,061 4,093 260 
1 t o  3 months .......................... 2,014 5,630 348 

3+ t o  6 months ( k )  I ,  787 121 
Over 3 months .......................... 429 2,312 167 

Over 6 months ........................ ( k )  525 46 
....................... 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year:  
A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

This i s  because of recounts  by t h e  c o u n t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e i r  p e r i o d i c  p h y s i c a l  i n v e n t o r i e s  and t h e  d iscovery  of o t h e r  r e p o r t i n g  
e r r o r s  by t h e  c o u n t i e s  dur ing  t h e  course of t h e  year.  

kAddi t iona l  in format ion:  

Source: 

The domestic r e l a t i o n s  c a s e s  pending 3 f  t o  6 months and over  6 months are inc luded  in t h e  over 3 months ca tegory .  

Adminis t ra t ive  Direc tor  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Annual Report  1975-76 (Trenton, New J e r s e y :  1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  

NEW JERSEY MUNICIPAL. CYJURT 
Cour t  o f  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

526 c o u r t s ,  382 judges  
September 1,  1975 t o  A u g u s t  31, 1976 

Beginning 
- 

End 
e n d i  F i l e d  Disposed 3 

C r i m i M l d :  
Other  c r imina l :  

Criminal3 .................................................... N/A 329,4251 294,746 N/A - 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N/A 329,4253 294,746 N / A  

T r a f f i c :  
Parking: ................................................ N / A  1,828,413 Parking cases N/A 2,406,900 

1,007,724 
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  

Moving t r a f f i c  c a s e s  ......................................... N/A 945,661 N/A - 
................................................... T o t a l  t r a f f i c  N/A 3,414,624 2,774,074 N I A  

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N/A 3,744,049 3,068,820 N/A 

Non-jury t r i a l d  C K i d M l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
C r i m i n a l  ........... 5,385 Convictons and g u i l t y  p l e a s  i n  open c o u r t  .. 109,440 Convic t ions  and g u i l t y  p l e a s  i n  open court . .  350,893 

V i o l a t i o n s  Bureau .......................... 19,117 V i o l a t i o n s  Bureau .......................... 2,312,272 
Dismissa l  a f t e r  c o n d i t i o n a l  d i scharge  Dismissa ls  and a c q u i t t a l s  .................. 110,223 

and p r e t r i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  9,535 Refer red  t o  o t h e r  c o u r t  686 
Other  d i s m i s s a l s  and a c q u i t t a l s  ............ 81,142 
Refer red  t o  o t h e r  c o u r t  .................... 4,265 
Refer red  t o  county  prosecutor  .............. 65,862 

................. .................... 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This case type i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count  is t h e  number of i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  ind ic tments ,  or compla in ts .  
A “on-jury t r i a l  is counted a t  t h e  p a i n t  when an  opening s ta tement  or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  occurs. 

Criminal case compla in ts  i n c l u d e  i n d i c t a b l e  o f f e n s e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  county prosecutors  f o r  ind ic tment  as w e l l  as minor c r imina l .  
IExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

d i s o r d e r l y  persons ,  o rd inance ,  f i s h  and game, naviga t ion ,  e t c .  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Annual Report  1975-76 (Trenton, New J e r s e y :  1977) and Proceedings  in t h e  Municipal Courts,  
September 1, 1975-August 31, 1976 (Trenton ,  New J e r s e y :  1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t s  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been 
bp 

NEW JERSEY SURROGATES 
21 c o u n t i e s ,  21 s u r r o g a t e s  

September 1, 1975 t o  August 31. 1976 

No d a t a  were s u p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  s u r r o g a t e s  because they handle only  uncontes ted  probate  m a t t e r s  and s e r v e  as 
t h e  c l e r k s  of t h e  probate  d i v i s i o n s  of County Courts.  
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New Mexico court system, 1976 

L d 

PROBATE COURT (32) 
32 judges 

r 
*- 

Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment. 
Most civil cases. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive original jurisdiction over 

guardianship and formal administration 
Concurrent jurisdiction with District 
Court over wills, right of executorship, 
and administrative. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from criminal cases imposing death penalty 

or life imprisonment and civil cases where 
jurisdiction not specifically vested in Court of 
Appeals. 

- Certiorari review of Court of Appeals decisions. 

MAGISTRATE COURT (70) 
70 judges 

COURT OF APPEALS 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appellate jurisdiction over most criminal cases and 

specific types of civil appeals (not within Supreme 
Court jurisdiction). 

- Direct appeals from certain state agencies. 

t 
DISTRICT COURT (13) 
32 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. General civil jurisdiction. Exclusive domestic relations 

jurisdiction. Concurrent jurisdiction with Probate Court 
over wills, right of executorship, and administration. 

. Exclusive felony. General criminal jurisdiction. 
- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

I 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. I 

I 

t- Jurisdiction: 
.Civil actions under $2,000. 
. Misdemeanors and other criminal with 

fine less than $1,000, sentence less than 
1 year. Preliminary hearings. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (83) 
83 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

~ Municipal ordinance violations; may 
impose fine less than $300 andlor 
sentence less than 90 days. 

I 

SMALL CLAIMS COURT I OF ALBUQUERQUE 
I 1 judge 

Jurisdiction: 
.Civil actions $2,000 and under involving 

real estate. 
- County ordinance violations (criminal). 

Indicates route of appeal. + 
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N E W  MEgICO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Habeas corpus .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
Prohibition ................................................ 
Standards commission ....................................... 
Superintending control ..................................... 
Disciplinary ............................................... 
Other ...................................................... 
Total ........................................................ 
Certiorari ................................................. 

Total other cases .............................................. 
Requests to appeal: 

X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 

206 
7 

213 
- 

941 
21 
27 
1 
3 

11 
4 

161 

184 
345 
- 

X 
X - 

288 

94 
20 
25 
1 
3 
12 
5 

160 

155 
315 
- 

X 
X 
X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 
Other matters: , 

Rule 37 motions1 ............................................. 
Rule 34 motions .............................................. 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

168 558 603 123 

0 
0 
0 
- 

415 
23 
438 

415 
23 
438 

- - 
0 
0 
0 
- 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeal# 
Written opinion .................. 211 Affirmed ...................................... 122 

Dismissal/withdrawal ............. 53 Affirmed in part, reversed in part ............ 12 
Per curiam ....................... 1 Reversed ...................................... 7 1  

Transfer ......................... 7 Remanded ...................................... 2 
Modified opinion ............................. 1 

Time interval (average days) 
Docketing to issue .......................... 144.7 
Issue to submission ......................... 93.6 
Submission to opinion or decision ........... 53.9 
Docketing to mandate ........................ 249.0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X * The data for this case type are know to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

IExplanation of data included in the category: 
Habeas corpus filed includes 6 original habeas corpus cases and 88 cases from habeas corpus dockets 
Rule 37 motions are prosecutors' motions for extension of time in District Court. 

The disposition of appeals types are the results of opinions. 
Wategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Judicial Department of the State of New Mexico, Annual Report, 1976 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

P 
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NEW MEXICO COURT OF A 2 P w S  
Intermediate appellate court 

5 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ........................................................ x 
Criminal ..................................................... X 
Agency appeals ............................................... X 
Other appeals: 
Reinstated cases ........................................... X - 

Total appeals ................................................. 249 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Requests to appeal ........................................... - 
Total other cases .............................................. 

174 
220 

48 

4 
44 6 
- 

X 
X 
X 

X 
550 
- 

X 
X 
X 

X 
145 
- 

~ 

.................................................... 446 550 145 Total casesk 249 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 0 
Other matters: 
mtions ...................................................... 0 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 0 
- 

79 

518 
597 

79 

518 
597 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion .................. 141 
Memorandum ....................... 287 
Transfer ......................... 10 
By order ......................... 111 
Certification .................... 1 

Disposition of  appeals 
Affirmed ...................................... 278 
Reversed ...................................... 108 
Dismissed ..................................... 11  
Affirmed in part, reversed in part ............ 3 1  

Time interval (average days) 
Notice of appeal to Answer brief filed Decision to 
answer brief filed to decision mandate 

Criminal and children's ........ 167.03 74.67 26.54 
Torts .......................... 158.65 114.66 31.84 
Administrative appeals ......... 102.48 131.50 29.68 
Workmen's compensation ......... 147.22 109.84 26.37 
Criminal (Bernalillo County) ... 153.59 58.97 26.86 

Criminal and children's ...... 101.53 38.88 25.74 
Criminal (Bernalillo County) . 104.94 41.17 26.55 

New appellate rules: 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space * Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
kAdditional information: 

Cases involving certiorari to the New Mexico Supreme Court were omitted from total cases filed to avoid double counting. There were 187 
of those cases dealt with in 1976 With 8 cases pending at the end of 1976. 

Source: Judicial Department of the State of lew Mexico, Annual Report, 1976 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the office of the 
state court administrator. 

1977). Statistics are from the annual 

NEW MEXIW DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

13 districts, 32 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending h pending Filed Disposed 

Civil+ - - - - 
Total civil ..................................................... 17,305 33,990 32.765 18,530 

Criminald: 
Pelonylmisdemeanor : 
crimina1 ..................................................... 2,096 4,706 4,573 2,229 

Total criminal .................................................. 2,096 4,706 4,573 2,229 

Juvenile: 
__. - __ - 

Total juvenile .................................................. 2,848 5,259 4,828 3,279 

Grand total ...................................................... 22,249 43,955 42,166 24,038 

Jury triald 
Criminal .................... 352 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
dcase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment. or Complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is impaneled. 

Source: Judicial department of the State of New Mexico, Annual Report, 1976 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the office of the 
state comt administrator. 

1977). Scatistica are from the annual 
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NEW PlgXlCO W I S T B b T E  COURTb 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

71 c o u r t s .  70 judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End' 
F i l e d  Disposedk pending 

Beginning" 
pending 

C i r i l d :  
Law: 

N I A  C i v i l  ........................................................ N/A 1),645 N/A - - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... NIA 13,645 N I A  N I A  

c r imina ld :  
Hisdemeanor: 

Felony pre l iminary :  
Non- t ra f f ic  .................................................. N/A 14,942 NIA N I A  

Felony ....................................................... N I A  8,745 N/A N/A - 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. N I A  23,687 N I A  N I A  

Traf f  le : - - - - 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A 62,231 NIA N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 99,563 N I A  NIA 

JUKY t r i a l d  
c i v i l  .......................... 35 
Cr imina l  and t r a f f i c  ........... 116 

T o t a l  ........................... 151 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  - T h i s  case  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

b p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  or  r e p o r t i n g  system informat ion:  
Data f o r  t h i s  c o u r t  a r e  d isp layed  in t h e  annual  repoKt by workload a c t i v i t y .  Through on-site v i s i t s  and sampling techniques ,  weights  f o r  

t h e  workload involved  wi th  each case have been e s t a b l i s h e d .  
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  

A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of ind ic tments  or complaints.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  j u r y  is impaneled. 

Magis t ra te  Cour ts  r e p o r t  on ly  c a s e s  f i l e d .  
kAddi t iona l  in format ion:  

Pending and d isposed  r e c o r d s  a r e  not  maintained. 

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t s .  

- P -- - 
N E W  MEXICO PBOBATE COURT 

Court of  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
32 c o u r t s .  32 judges  

January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled i n  t h e  Probate  Court  f o r  1976. 

KEY MgxICO HU?4ICIPAL COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

83 c o u r t s .  83 judges  
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled in t h e  Municipal Court f o r  1976. 

SI4Al.L CLAIMS COURT OF ALBUQUBBQUH, NEW MgxICO 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  1 judge 
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s e s  handled in t h e  Small  C l a i m s  Court f o r  1976. 
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New York court system 1976 

APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPREME COURT (4) 
24 judges 4- civil 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil and criminal appellate jurisdiction. 

I' 

APPELLATE TERMS OF 
SUPREME COURT (3) 
9 supreme court judges serve(3 in each 
appellate term).** 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil appellate jurisdiction in two of the 
a pellate terms - C!riminal appellate jurisdiction in all 
districts. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases. 
- Direct appeal of questions involving provision of 

constitution and death sentence. 

SUPREME 
COURT (1 1) 
257 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Unlimited law and 

equity. Exclusive 
domestic relations. 

. Felonies and misde- 
meanors prosecuted 
by indictment (in city 
of New York). Criminal 
jurisdiction in other 
counties if needed. 

Jury trials. 

I 
Criminal 

I 2nd 

ment. COURT (2) 
DISTRICT 

49-Juages 
Jurisdiction: - In Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties. 4 - Civil actions under 
$6,000. - Criminal with fine less 
than $1 ,000 or sentence 
less than 12 months. 

Appeals on record. and 4th Felony preliminaries. 
Jury trials. 

COUNTY 
COURT (57) 
100 judges 141 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil law and equity 

-Original criminal than $1,000, sentence 

CITY COURT (79) Depart- 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under 

. Criminal with fine less w $6,000, small claims. under $6,000 (may vary -* 
to $10,000). 

jurisdiction over all less than 12 months. 
offenses (except in city Felony preliminaries. 
of New York). 3rd Jury trials. 

Jury trials. Departments. 

98 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

FAMILY 
COURT (58) 

I 
103 judges, 35 county 
judges serve 
Surisdic tion: . Adoption. Child protection, 
family offenses, support, 
custody, paternity. - Juvenile delinquency, 
dependency and 
neglect. 

Jury trials not 
generally available. 

TOWN AND 
VILLAGE COURT 

2,501 justices of peace 
(2,501 1 

SURROGATES' 
COURT (62) 
35 surrogates, 36 county 
judges serve 
Jurisdiciton: - Full and complete 
general jurisdiction in 
matters relating to 
decedents' estates. 
Exclusive probate juris- 
diction. Adoptions, 
guardianships. 

COURT OF CLAIMS 
17 Judges and 
34 judges for dangerous drug control 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over claims to 
which the state is a party. 

4 Indicates route of appeal 

Jurisdiction: - Original civil under 
$1,000 (generally small 
claims). - Original criminal with 
fine less than $1,000, 
sentence less than 12 
months (mostly traffic) 
Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK 
120 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil law and equity 

under $10,000. 
Jury trials. u 
OF THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK 

' Included are the city courts, justice courts, police courts, and recorder's courts. - 
"Fifty retired justices of the Supreme Court were certified to continue to serve. Of these, 12 were 

temporarily designated to the Appellate Term. 
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N E W  YORK COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

7 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ NJA 
Criminal ..................................................... NIA 
Total appeals ................................................. N/A 

X 

595 (84) 
x (84): 

474 
166 
640 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Bequests to appeal: 
Application for leave to appeal (criminal) ................. NIA NIA 1,029 ( 8 4 ) e  
Motions1 ................................................... NIA N/A 1,233 
Total ....................................................... NJA NIA 2,262 ( 8 4 ~  

Total other cases ............................................. N/A NIA 2,262 (84)e 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
N/A 

Total cases .................................................... NIA 595i (84)e 2,902 (84)e NIA 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ............. 353 
Per curiam .................. 34 
Memorandum .................. 205 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ................... 414 
Reversed ................... 165 
Modification ............... 46 
Dismissal .................. 14 
Other ...................... I 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
NIA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
=Cases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

iData are not complete: 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 

Eighty-four applications for leave to appeal criminal convictions were granted by the court. 

Total cases filed do not include requests to appeal. 

Motions include motions to appeal in civil cases and an unknown number of procedural motions. 

annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. - - 
NEW YORK APPELLATE DIVISIONS OF THE SUPEWE COURT 

Intermediate appellate court 
4 divisions, 24 judges 

January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

- - P 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: - ~ - - 
Total appeals ................................................. NJA 7,3621 7,4581 N/A 

Uther cases: 
Original proceedings: 

&quests to appeal ........................................... Uisciplinary proceedings ................................... NIA NIA (j) 1021 NIA 

Total other ~ a 5 e ~  .............................................. N/A T ( j )  1 0 2 1  N/A 

A. Total cases ..................................................... NIA 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 
Motions decided .............................................. -- 

Total other proceedings ......................................... - 
- 

7,36Zi 

_ _  

7,560 

14,967 

14,967 

N/A 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals 
Full o p i n i o n  .................. 421 Affirmed .................................... 4,730 
Per curiam .................... 48 Reversal not including new trials ............ 1,031 
Memorandum .................... 5,107 Modifications ................................ 687 

Dismissals .................................... 431 
New trials .................................... 188 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. -- = Not applicable. 
iData are not complete: 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 

The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 

Total cases filed do not include all original proceedings. 

An unknown number of original proceedings are included in total filings and dispositions of appeals. 

annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEU KORK APPELLATE TERMS OF THE SUPREME COURT 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 
3 terns, 9 supreme c o u r t  judges  semec 

End 
pending 9 pending F i l e d  Disposed 

cases :  - - Appeals: - - 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. N/A 2,115 1,507 W A  

Other cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings  ......................................... 
Requests to  appea l  ........................................... - 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 
Tota l  c a s e s  ..................................................... N/A 

Other  proceedings: 
Other mat te rs :  

Motions heard or submitted ................................... -- 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... -- 

- 

2,115 I ,  507 N / A  

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  
Opinions f i l e d  .................. 16 Affirmed ...................................... 509 
Per curiam ...................... 600 Reversed ...................................... 294 
Llemoranda w r i t t e n ,  not f i l e d  .... 334 Dismissed/discontinued/withdrawn/remanded ..... 551 

Llodified ...................................... 142 

Note: Appel la te  Terms of t h e  Supreme Court  h e a r  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  appea ls  from t h e  f i r s t  and second departments.  County Cour ts  s i t t i n g  as 
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  departments hear  same e q u i v a l e n t  c r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s ;  however, d a t a  regard ing  t h e  volume of such 
c a s e s  a r e  not a v a i l a b l e .  For c e r t a i n  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  New Kork has t h r e e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  when County Cour ts  s i t t i n g  a s  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  a r e  counted. 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  - Not enough informat ion  i s  known. 
N / A  = This case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t .  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  -- = Not appl icable .  

CJudge informat ion:  

Source: The Adminis t ra t ive  Board of  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Conference,  22nd Annual Report  1977 (Kew York, New York: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  

The case ca tegory  may or may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  

During 1976, t h e r e  were t h r e e  a p p e l l a t e  terms s i t t i n g  w i t h  t h r e e  judges i n  each term; hence t h e  t o t a l  of nine Jddges f o r  1976. 

annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and r e v i s i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  o f f i c e  of 
c o u r t  adminis t ra t ion .  

NEW YORK SUPREME CO'IRT AND COUNTY COURT 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

11 d i s t r i c t s ,  257 judges; 57 c o u n t i e s ,  100 judges 
January  1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild: 
Auto t o r t  ..................................................... X 
Won-auto t o r t :  

Medical m a l p r a c t i c e  ......................................... X 
Other t o r t  .................................................. X 

T o t a l  ........................................................ X 
C a n t r a c t  ...................................................... X 
Proptrey r i g h t s :  

Condemnations ............................................... x 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Adminis t ra t ive :  
Tax c e r t i o r a r i  .............................................. X 

other c i v i l  ................................................... X 

Matrimonial  ................................................. 7,173f 

__ 
T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 66,709fi  

Criminald: 
Felooy/misdemeanor: 

Indictments-New York Ci ty  .................................. N / A  
Indictments--outside New York City  .......................... N/A 

T o t a l  c r imina lk  ................................................ N/A 

Tota l  ........................................................ N/A - 

22,574 

1,428 
12,562 
13,990 
10,350 

224 

57,991 

5,165 

114,099 

16,499 
15,160 
31,659 

31,659 

23,202 

1.065 
10.512 
11,577 

9,505 

336 

58,681 

3,991 
5,995 

113,287 

19,812 
17,850 

37,662 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

6,671' 

X 
X ___ 

66,809' 

N / A  
N/A 

N/A 
N / A  

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 6 6 , 7 0 9 f i  145,758 150,949 66,809@ 

(cont inued  on next  page) 
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New York Supreme Court  and County Court (cont inued)  

T r i a l d  - 3 Non-jury Toral 
C i v i l  ...................... 2,067 57,109 59,176 
cr imina l :  

New York C i t y  ............ X X 1,892 
Outs ide  New York Ci ty  .... X X 1,198 

T o t a l  ..................... X X 3,090 
T o t a l  ....................... X X 62,266 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
S e t t l e d  OK discont inued  ................ 37,562 
Defaul t  OK consent  judgment ............ 851 
Dismissed .............................. 1,002 

t o  r e f e r e e  or a r b i t r a t o r  .............. 6,463 
Marked of f  c a l e n d a r  .................... 7,807 

Transfer red ,  consol ida ted ,  o r  r e f e r r e d  

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
P l e a s  of g u i l t y  .............. 26,006 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average  months) 
P r o j e c t e d  t i m e  from f i l i n g  of no te  of i s s u e  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n :  

T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n  ............. 2,175 Nonmatrimonial cases: 
A c q u i t t a l  .................... 1,041 Supreme Court ................................... 13 
Dismissa l  .................... 8,440 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA = T h i s  c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  O K  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case  is counted with t h e  f i l i n g  of t h e  note  of i s s u e .  
The cKfmin.31 c a m  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  ind ic tment .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  o r  dec is ion .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 court year .  
%hang= in pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s .  

This d i f f e r e n c e  is because of ad jus tments  made by t h e  cour t .  
bats a r e  not  complete: 

Grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e  does not  inc lude  Cr imina l  cases. 
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

F i l e d  i n c l u d e s  new a c t i o n s ,  KestoKations,  and t r a n s f e r s  i n t o  t h e s e  C O U K t S  from o t h e r  c o u r t s .  p l u s  or minus t r a n s f e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r t s .  

Source: The Adminis t ra t ive  Board of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Conference,  22nd Annual Report  1977 (New York, New York: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  
annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

CIVIL COURT OF TLIB CITY OF NEW Y O d  
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t .  120 judges  
January  1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 
u 

pending F i l e d  Disposed 

C i v i l +  
U n c l a s s i f i e d  t o r t :  

Contract:  

Proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Tor t  ......................................................... X 

commercia1 ................................................... x 
Housing p a r t  a c t i o n s  ......................................... 180 
Housing p a r t  (summary proceeding) ............................ X 

T o t a l  ......................................................... X 

Nonhousing p a r t  a c t i o n s  ...................................... X 
Other  civil: 

- 

46,546 47,301 

23,638 22,789 

1,575 

76,813 
75,238 

1,444 
73,822 
75.266 

4,491 4.509 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 20,353 .151,488 149,865 

X 

X 

311 
X 
X 

X 

22,589' 

- 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... 20,353 151,488 149,865 22,589' 

T r i a l d  
3 NOLL-JUKY Toral C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

C i v i l  ...... 921 11,313 12,234 S e t t l e d ,  d i scont inued .  d i smissed  ...... 102,603 
Defaul t  judgment ( i n q u e s t )  ............ 24,685 
Dismissed dur ing  t r i a l  ................ 417 

Time i n t e r v a l  (average  months) Consent judgment ...................... 70 
P r o j e c t e d  time from f i l i n g  of no te  of i s s u e  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n "  ....... 3 Marked of f  c a l e n d a r  ................... 8.100 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  rhe t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case is counted with the  f i l i n R  of t h e  note  of i s s u e .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or d e c i s i o n .  

!Change i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  a i d  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
=Data a r e  not complete:  

"Time i n t e r v a l  or age of pending d a t a :  
Data do not inc lude  a r b i t r a t i o n  c a s e s  f o r  which d a t a  are a v a i l a b l e  only  in Bronx County. 

Time i n t e r v a l  d a t a  a r e  f o r  on ly  t o r t ,  c o m e r c i a l ,  and housing p a r t  a c t i o n s .  

Source: The Adminis t ra t ive  Board of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Conference,  22nd Annual Report  1977 (New York, New York: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  
annual r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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CBIHINAL COURT OF TUX CITY OF NEW YOBK 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 98 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Crimiaald: ___ - - - 
Total criminal .................................................. 9,421h 226,160 220,734 14,847 

Grand total ...................................................... 9,421h 226,160 220,734 14,847 

Triald - 
Criminal ............. 864 Criminal dispositions 

Pleas of guilty .................. 99.727 
Trial conviction ................. 407 
Acquittal ........................ 615 
Referrals to grand jury .......... 17,316 
Dismissals ....................... 91,650 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 
h trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

Beginning pending figure was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending figures. 
hFigure was computed: 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YOBK FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 
58 courts; 103 judges and 35 county judges serve 

- 7  

End 
pendingg Filed Disposed Beginning- 

pending 
Civild: 
Domestic relations: 
Adoptions .................................................... 
Supreme Court referral ....................................... 
Custody of minors  ............................................ 
Foster care review ........................................... 
Foster care placement ........................................ 
Physicnlly handicapped ....................................... 
Family offense ............................................... 
Paternity .................................................... 
support ...................................................... 
Uniform support of dependents ................................ 
Consent to marry ............................................. 
Other ........................................................ 
Supplementary ................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Guardianship ................................................. 
Mental defective ............................................. 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Probate: 

Uental health: 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency and neglect: 
Pemanent neglect ........................................... 
Child pKotectiVe--negleCt ................................... 
Child protective--abuse ..................................... 
Total ........................................................ 
Person in need of supervision ............................... 

Total juvenile ................................................. 
Status offenses: 

976 
109 

1,609 
2,078 
1,231 
1,015 
3,564 
5,694 
8,856 
4,094 

1s 
242 

17,697 
47,180 

226 

0 

47,406 

- 

5,923 

527 
2,274 
824 

3,625 

1,848 

11,396 

4,097 
1,414 
8,483 
6,037 
6,782 
4,189 
23,548 
19,699 
45,713 
23,071 

393 
2,920 
96,129 
242,475 

924 

17 

243,416 

- 

27,324 

1,012 
7,019 
1,327 
9,358 

12,190 

48,872 

- 

4,067 
1,524 
7,753 
7,237 
7,342 
4,716 
25,711 
23,213 

24,197 
413 

10,507 
88,633 
261,062 

815 

30 

261,907 

55,749 

- 

32,632 

1.050 
11,271 

681 
13,002 

15,540 

61,174 

1.0288 
4008 

1,523L: 
7108 
6218 
2548 

2,2558 
4,5408 
7,2808 
2,9738 

9g 
588 

11,2418 
32,8928 

3898 

08 

33,2818 

6,6168 

4979 
2,4188 
4778 

3,3928 

2,0498 

12,0578 

Grand total ..................................................... 58,802 292,288 323,081 45,3388 

(continued on next page) 
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New York Family Court  (cont inued)  

Time i n t e r v a l  
J u v e n i l e  c h i l d  p r o t e c t i v e  proceedings  

involv ing  c h i l d  abuse: Over 
0-7 8-14 15-21 22-30 31-90 91-180 181-365 366-730 730 * * * * * *  w w  

F i l i n g  of p e t i t i o n  t o  i n i t i a l  
f a c t - f i n d i n g  hear ing:  

Boys .................................... 98 19  9 16 70 66 46 14 6 
Girls ................................... 121 40 19 27 117 80 61 12 6 

I n i t i a l  fac t - f ind ing  hear ing  t o  
d i s p d s i t i a n  hear ing:  

Boys .................................... 101 4 5 2 76 83 57 I1 5 
Girls ................................... 149 12 2 11 117 93 74 23 2 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  

gChange i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

kAddi t iona l  information: 

A c i v i l  case is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

F i g u r e s  are as repor ted  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

There were cases involv ing  72 boys and 111 g i r l s  i n  which no i n i t i a l  fac t - f ind ing  hear ing  was held.  

Source: The Adminis t ra t ive  Board of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Conference,  22nd Annual Report  1977 (New York, New York: 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  
annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

NEW YORK SURROGATES' 0JUP.T 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

b2 c o u r t s ;  35 s u r r o g a t e s  and 36 county  judges serve 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

__c 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

= s i l d :  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

R o b a t e :  
Adoptions .................................................... NfA 

Wills ........................................................ NJA 
Adminis t ra t ive  ............................................... NfA 
Accountings .................................................. NJA 
Guardianship ................................................. NfA 
Other ........................................................ NfA 

T o t a l  ......................................................... NfA - 

N f A  

41.958 
NJA 

11,393 
NfA 
N f A  

53,351 

3,658 

40,883 
21,578 

5,824 
3,852 

7,944 

80,081 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... NfA 53,35Ii 83,739 NfA 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  NJA 53,35Ii 83,739 N / A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NfA - Thia c a s e  type  is handled by the  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  

kats a r e  not complete:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

T o t a l  c i v i l  f i l e d  and grand  t o t a l  f i l e d  inc lude  only  w i l l s  and account ings .  D i s p o s i t i o n s  c o n t a i n  d a t a  f o r  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  

Source: The Adminis t ra t ive  Board of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Conference, 22nd Annual Beport  1977 (New York, New York: 
annual r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

1977). S t a t i s t i c s  are  from t h e  
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NEW YORK COURT OF CLAIMS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 17C judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending h Filed Disposed 

pending 

3,732 civild: 
872 Mministrative ................................................. 3,590 1,014 - 

Total civil 1,014 872 3,732 ..................................................... 3,590 

Grand total 1,014 872 3,732 ...................................................... 3,590 

Civil dispositions 
Awards ............... 249 
Dismissed ............ 623 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

CJudge information: 
In addition to the 17 Court of Claims judges, 34 judges were appointed pursuant to Chapter 603, Laws of 1973, Emergency Oangerous Drug 
Control Program. 

dcase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is comted with the filing of the note of issue. 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New Yark: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YORK DISTRICT COURT AND CITY COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 counties: 2 courts, 49 judges; 61 cities: 79 courts. 141 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending h Filed Disposed pending 

L a w  : 
Civil ........................................................ N/A 122,897 

Total civili.. ................................................... N/A i22,a97 

Criminald: 
Kisdemeanor .................................................... N/A 
Ordinance violations ........................................... N/A 
Felony preliminary ............................................. N/A 
Other criminal: 
Quasi-criminal offenses ...................................... N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

125,243 N/A 

125,243 N/A 

47,943 N/A 
20,736 N/A 
13,780 N/A 

28,035 NIA 
Total criminal .................................................. N/A NIA 1 IO, 454 N/A 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 
All motor vehicle offenses ................................... N/A N/A 927,376 N/A 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A N/A 927,376 N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 122,897i 1,163,073 N/A 

Criminal dispositions 
Triald Ordinance Felony 

Total Traffic dispositions - Misdemeanor violations preliminary 
- -- Criminal: _- 33,915 Plea .................. 748,017 Hisdemeanor 1,016 Plea 19,426 14,489 

Ordinance violations 433 Dismissed 27,501 5,814 7,080 40,395 Dismissed ............. 166,239 ........ 
............... 3,331 3,331 Total 1,449 Waiver .............. 3,329 3,329 Traffic 13,120 Hearing -- __ __ __ 

Total ................. 14,569 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
K I A  * This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. -- = Not applicable. 

dCaae definitton 01 unit of count: 
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted with the f i l i n g  oE the note of issiie. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to decision o r  verdict. 

Reports were not received from Glen Falls and Sarataga Springs. Incomplete data were received from Olean City Court in the Eighth District, 

Total civil figures do not include cases disposed by arbitration in Binghamton (Broome County), Schenectady (Schenectady County), and 

Grand total filed figures include only civil cases. Disposed figures include civil, criminal, and traffic cases. 

ioata are not complete: 

and from Oneida Justice Court in the Sixth District. 

Rochester (:,ion roe County 1. 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NBU KOBK TOW AND VILLAGE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2,501 courts, 2,501 justices of the pace 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civil& 
La": 
Private litigants and penalty actions ....................... 

Total civil .................................................... 
Criminald: 
Misdemeawr: 
Penal law and indictable offenses ........................... 

Other criminal: ............................................... 
Total criminal ................................................. 
Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 
Vehicle and traffic ......................................... 
Town and village ordinances and vehicle and traffic law 
Title VI1 .................................................. 

Total ........................................................ 
Total traffic .................................................. 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N /A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N7A 

N/A 

- 

NIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

54,516 

54,516 

93,415 
14,431 

107,846 

706,565 

952,745 
1,659,310 

1,659,310 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N / A  

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

- 

Grand total ..................................................... N/A N/A 1,821,672 N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of the note of issue. 
The criminal case unit of count is the nmber of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 23rd Annual Report 1978 (New Kork, New Yark: 1978). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. - 
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Death o 
life imp 

COURT OF APPEALS 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Appeals from lower courts, the Utilities 
Commission. Industrial Commission, 
and Commissioner of Insurance. 

North Carolina court system, 1976 

.1------- nment 

DISTRICT COURT (30) 
11 7 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions $5,000 or less, 
domestic relations, divorces 

- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
-Juvenile. 
Jury trials in civil. 
No jury trials in criminal. . 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Hears direct appeals on death or life 
imprisonment sentence. 

- Constitutional questions, dissent in 
Court of Appeals, and Utilities 
Commission general rate-making 
case appeals are heard as of right 
from Court of Appeals. 

- Other appeals of major interest are 
discretionary. 

# 
Criminal 

I 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

300 



NOETE CAROLINA SUPREXE COURT 
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

7 justices 
February  4. 1976 t o  February 2. 1977 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 

4sl - 
158 

Appeals: L_ 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................ 4 1 3  1653 

Other cases:  
0 r i g i o s l . p r o e e e d i n g s  ......................................... 

P e t i t i o n  f o r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review .......................... Requests t m  appea l  ........................................... 
N / A  

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. N / A  
- 381 

381 
- 334 

334 
N/A 

N I A  

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 41i j  546 ' 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing reques ts :  

Other matters: - ................................................... 2 

Tota l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... - 2 

Motionsj - - 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
W r i t t e n  opin ion  ............... 142 
Dismissed o r  withdrawn ........ 16 

492 

359 

359 

- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough informat ion  i s  known. 
N I A  - This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
-- - Not appl icable .  

IData ere not  complete: 

jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

The c a s e  ca tegory  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  

T o t a l  c a s e s  pending does not i n c l u d e  r e q u e s t s  t o  appeal.  

T o t a l  appea ls  and t o t a l  cases pending f i g u r e s  are t h e  number of advisory  cases docketed i n  t h e  s p r i n g  term p lus  t h e  number of cases c a r r i e d  
forward t o  t h e  s p r i n g  term. 

T o t a l  appea ls  f i l e d  i s  t h e  number of c a s e s  docketed minus t h e  advisory  c a s e s  docketed and cases c a r r i e d  forward t o  t h e  s p r i n g  term of 1976. 
Motions c o n s i s t  of p e t i t i o n s  a c t e d  on, o t h e r  than  p e t i t i o n s  fo r  c e r t i o r a r i  t o  review a d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Court  of Appeals, p lus  o t h e r  motions 

a c t e d  on. 

Source: Clerk of t h e  Supreme Cour t ,  Supreme Court  Caseload S t a t i s t i c s ,  Spr ing  Term 1976; F a l l  Term 1976 (Rale igh ,  North Caro l ina) .  S t a t i s t i c s  
a r e  from t h e  unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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NORTB CAROLINA COURT OF APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

January  I,  1976 to December 31, 1976 
9 judges 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

cases; 
Apptals:  

C i v i l  ........................................................ N I A  X 457i  N I A  
Cr imina l  ..................................................... N I A  X 487 N I A  .................................................. X 55 N I A  Unspec i f ied  N I A  - 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 1,027 999 
- -3T- 

Other c a s e s :  
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appea l  ........................................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. - 

Tota l  c a s e s  ..................................................... N/A 

Other proceedings: 
Other m a t t e r s :  ........................................ 0 Motions and p e t i t i o n s  

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings .......................................... 0 

- 

1,027 999 

1,081 

1.081 

Manner of  d i s p o s i t i o n  
Wri t ten  o p i n i o n  ....................... 944m 
Disposed without w r i t t e n  opin ion  

and c a s e s  c o n s o l i d a t e d  wi th  another  
c a s e  on one w r i t t e n  opin ion  .......... 55 

l,osl 

1,081 

N I A  

0 

0 

__ 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  known. The case ca tegory  may or may not  be handled by the c o u r t .  
N/A - This  c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be  inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

k x p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  
C i v i l  a p p e a l s  d i sposed  f i g u r e  i n c l u d e s  appea ls  from t h e  Insurance  Commission, t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  C o m i s s i o n ,  and t h e  Util i t ies Commission, as 

w e l l  as c i v i l  appea ls .  
mCategor ies  fo r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r i a l  d a t a :  

Of 944 w r i t t e n  opin ions  f i l e d ,  487 were i n  c r i m i n a l  cases and 457 were i n  c i v i l  cases. One opin ion  may d i s p o s e  of more t h a n  one case. 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  North Caro l ina  Cour ts ,  1976 (Rale igh ,  North Caro l ina :  1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  
r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and a d d i t i o n s  and r e v i s i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  
clerk of t h e  Court of Appeals. 
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NORTH CAROLINA SUPERIOR W U R T ~  
Court of general jurisdiction 

30 districts. 56 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

- 
End 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Civi1d: 
Law: 
civil ........................................................ 13,269f 10,774 9,391 14,652 

Total civilk.. ................................................... 13,26gf 10,774 9,391 14,652 

criminald: 
Felony: ........................................................ X 29,010 
Appeals: 
Misdemeanor trial de novo ..................................... X 23,537 - 

Total criminal .................................................. 15,282f 52,547 

X 

X - 
49,398 

X 

X 

18,431 

- 

Grand totalk ..................................................... 28,551f 63,321 58,789 33,083 

- Triald 
Nm-jury TOfal 

Civil ...... 602 3.842 4,444 
Criminal dispositions 

Pleas ...................... 24.420 
crimiM1 ... 3,899 N I A  N/A 
Total ....... 4,501 N/A N I A  

Age of pending cases 
pelony Misdemeanor Estatesk Special proceedingsk 

Under 30 days 756 1,697 1,263 1,754 1 ,165  
30  to 60 days (n) 1,650 1,490 (n) (n) 
61 to 90 days (n) 1,312 1,193 (n) (n) 
30 to 90 days 1,707 2.962 2,683 3,603 2,034 
91 to 180 days 1,985 2,075 1,490 4,779 2,208 
181 days to 1 year 3,332 1,921 1,403 7,618 2,851 
1+ to 2 years 3,831 1,359 681 6,304 3,209 
Over 2 years 3,042 587 310 19,572 8,866 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. Cases are counted according to what the courts have in fact treated as cases. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
kAdditiona1 information: 

Total civil and grand total figures do not include estates and special proceedings, which are handled by the clerk of the Superior Court. 
There were 27,582 estates filed, 26.425 disposed, and 43,630 end pending; and 28,254 special proceedings filed, 29,468 disposed, and 
20,333 end pending. 

Civil, estates, and special proceedings data for 30-60 days and 61-90 days are included in the total figure listed as 30-90 days. 
"Time interval or age of pending data: 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, North Carolina Courts, 1976 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the 
administrative office of the courts. 
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NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

30 d i s t r i c t s .  117 judges  
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed l leginning 

pending 

c i v i l d :  
Law : 

Other c i v i l  .................................................. X 44,015 X 
Small  claims ................................................... X 144,846 X 
Dmestic r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. 35,949 x 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 52,049 224,810 212,208 64,651 

miminald :  
Other  criminal ................................................. X 366,335 X 40,4101 - 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. X 366,335 X 40,410 

T r a f f i c :  
- 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... X 678.855 X 72 ,698l  

Juveniled: 
Delinquency: 

C a p i t a l  ...................................................... 
Other fe lony  ................................................. 
Misdemeanor .................................................. 
Probat ion  v i o l a t i o n  .......................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Dependent .................................................... 
Neglected .................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Truancy ...................................................... 
Other u n d i s c i p l i n e d  .......................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

Dependency and neglec t :  

S t a t u s  of fenses :  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
IU/A 

N I A  

25 
3,669 
7,052 
2,495 

13,241 

2,333 
2,358 
4,691 

1,463 
3,362 
4,825 

22,757 

X 
X 
X 
X 

12,954 

2,641 
2,660 
5 ,301  

x 
X 

4,651 

22,906 

NIA 
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N I A  

N I A  
N I A  
NIA 

N I A  
N I A  

N/A 
N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 157,368i 1,292,757 1,272,515 177,759i 

w d  
& Nan-jury By m a g i s t r a t e  Total 

Civil ................. 609 44,389 135,918 180,916 
Criminal and t r a f f i c  .. NH 92,236 Nu 92,236 

T o t a l  .................. 609 136,625 135,918 273,152 

c i v i l  c i v i l  
pending appealed 
b e f o r e  from 

m a g i s t r a t e  m a g i s t r a t e  
Under 30 days ................. 5,630 90 

61 t o  90 days ................. 996 115 
91  t o  180 days ................ 1,297 248 
181 days t o  I year  ............ 1.342 387 
I+ t o  2 y e a r s  ................. 2,149 337 
Over 2 years  .................. 1,051 81 

30 t o  60 days ................. 1,591 129 

Cr imina l  and traffic d i s p o s i t i o n s  
P l e a  ................................. 269,642 
Waiver ( t r a f f i c  on ly)  ................ 444,513 
Pre l iminary  h e a r i n g  .................. 26,348 

Age of pending cases 

Child Domestic Other Motor Other 
suppor t  r e l a t i o n s  c i v i l  v e h i c l e  c r i m i n a l  

277 1 ,703  2,408 33,472 14,724 
I77 1,787 2,740 13,396 7,432 
149 1.075 1.706 6.245 4 . 2 5 5  
259 2;063 3;810 6;494 4;239 
335 2,937 6,284 4,249 3,371 

1 3.067 6.658 4.253 2.726 
0 4;034 7;854 Si328 4;112 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
NH - This  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  is not  handled by t h i s  cour t .  
X - The d a t a  for t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  
The c r imina l  case  u n i t  of count is not c o n s i s t e n t  s ta tewide .  Cases a r e  counted accord ing  t o  what t h e  c o u r t s  have i n  f a c t  t r e a t e d  as cases .  
A j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g  i s  a n  a l l e g a t i o n  conta ined  in a Juveni le  p e t i t i o n .  J u v e n i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  number of a d j u d i c a t o r y  h e a r i n g s  on 

A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury trial i s  counted at  t h e  p o i n t  when an  opening s ta tement  or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs.  

Grand t o t a l  pending f i g u r e s  do not  inc lude  j u v e n i l e  cases .  Grand t o t a l  f i l e d  and disposed i n c l u d e  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  

End pending f i g u r e s  f o r  case c a t e g o r i e s  were obta ined  from t h e  1977 annual r e p o r t .  

j u v e n i l e  p e t i t i o n s .  

iData  a r e  not  complete: 

l S p e c i a 1  source  or r e v i s i o n  i n  da ta :  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Cour ts ,  Nor th  Caro l ina  Cour ts ,  1976 and North Caro l ina  Cour ts ,  1977 (Rale igh ,  North Caro l ina :  1977, 
1978).  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t s  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and a d d i t i o n s  and r e v i s i o n s  have 
been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  cour t s .  
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North Dakota court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and criminal 
matters from District and County Courts with 
Increased Jurisdiction. 

DISTRICT COURT (6) 
19 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All civil actions. 
-Felony, misdemeanor. - Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

i 
COUNTY COURT WITH INCREASED 
JURISDICTION (1 5) 
15 iudoes 
Jurkdihon: - Civil actions under $1,000. Small claims under 
$1 .OOO. Criminal iurisdiction 
in probate, testamentary and 
guardianship matters. 

- Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (180) 
158 judges 
Jurisdiction: - City ordinance violations. 

No jury trials. 

COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT (38) 

I 
t 

38 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Probate, guardianship, and other 
testamentary matters. 

I COUNTY JUSTICE COURT 

38 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $200 except 
boundary or title disputes. Small 
claims under $500. 

- Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 
Juw trials. 

I Indicates route of appeal 
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NORTLl DAKOTA SUPRFWZ COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filedd Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ 2f ..................................................... 0 Criminal - 
Total appeals ................................................. 2f 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition ....................... 0 
Disciplinary ............................................... 0 
Certified questions ........................................ 0 
Total ....................................................... 0 

................................................. 0 Certiorari 
Total other cases ............................................. 0 

Bequests to appeal: 
__ 

97 91 8 
35 0 35 
126 132 8 
- - - 

9 
3 
3 

15 

3 
18 
- 

9 0 
3 0 
3 0 

15 0 

Total cases ..................................................... 2f 150 144 

Other proceedings: ............................................. 27 31 3f Rehearing requests - 
Total other proceedings ......................................... 3f 31 27 

- - 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ............. 122 
Per curiam .................. 0 
By order .................... 26 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed .................... 60 
Reversed .................... 27 
Modified .................... 1 
Dismissed ................... 22 
Affirmed in part, reversed 

i n  part. modified i n  part .. 5 

Age of pending cases 
Civil Criminal -- 

Under 6 months ............ 8 0 
6+ to 12 months ........... 0 0 
12t to 18 months .......... 0 0 
Over 18 months ............ 0 0 

8 

7 

7 

- 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A filing in North Dakota is not reported (for statistical purposes) until the case has been argued before the court; therefore, figures 
reported are lower than actual court workload. 

fFJeginning pending figure for the 1976 courc year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report. Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the administrative office 
of the courts. 
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NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

6 districts, 19 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Beginning pending Filed Disposed 

Cirild: 
law: 
Actions on debt .............................................. 

Unclassified tort: 
Damages ...................................................... 

Roperty rights: 
Real estate matter ........................................... 

Domestic relations: 
Divorce ...................................................... . Reciprocal support ........................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Robste: 
Trusts ....................................................... 

Administrative: 
Appeal administrative hearing ................................ 

Other civil .................................................... 
Appeals: 
Appeal other ................................................. 

Extraordinary writs: 
Special remedy ............................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald: 
Felony : 
Felony A ..................................................... 
Felony B ..................................................... 
Felony C .... ..? .............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor A ................................................ 
Misdemeanor B ................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Appeals ........................................................ 
Extraordinary wits: 
Special remedy ............................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Ilisdemeanor: 

Ofher Criminal ................................................. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 
Infractions .................................................. 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Jweniled: 
Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency and neglect: 
Deprived child ............................................... 
Termination of parental rights ............................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Unruly ....................................................... 
Other juvenile ............................................... 
Special proceedings .......................................... 

Total ......................................................... 
Total juvenile .................................................. 

Statue offenses: 

Other juvenile: 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

3,  90af 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

- 

X 

X 

- 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

2,092 

846 

496 

2,395 
736 
487 

3 ,618  

1 3  

75 
331 

65 

94 

7 ,630  

- 

30 
167 
655 
852 

40 
10 
50 
33 
97 

19 

1,051 

C 

- 

3 

3 

- 

499 

136 
153 
289 

173 

22 
18 
40 

1,001 

- 

1,887 

844 

450 

2,247 
432 
459 

3,138 

13 

53 
287 

46 

66 

6.784 

- 

33 
133 
615 
781 

60 
9 

69 
52 
73 

14 

989 

- 

5 

5 

__ 

460 

110 
156 
266 

163 

17 
16 
33 

922 

__ 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

3,752' 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

- 

X 

X 

- 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

186l 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... 3 ,4211  9.685 8 ,700  4.271g1 

- Triald Age of pending cases Criminal and traffic dispositions 
N o r  'ur Civil over I 8  months ................. 160 Guilty plea ........................... 424 

e imina l  and traffic ..W 2 i 7  ' 339 Criminal and traffic over 120 days ... 75 Trial conviction ...................... 326 
Juvenile over 120 days ............... 0 Acquittal ............................. 13 

Dismissal ............................. 223 
Uniform Postconviction Procedures Act . 2 
Change of venue ....................... 6 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included i n  the total but were not available by category. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted at the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned to the information or indictment. 
The juvenile case unit of count is the number of proceedings. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is  counted when contested. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

hpecial Source or revision in data: 
Figures are as reported i n  the annual report. 

Total juvenile end pending figure was obtained by telephone from the office of the state court administrator. 
Grand total pending figures were obtained from the judicial master program. 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck 
Dakota Judicial Master Program for the N 1977-1Y/Y Bi ennium Wsmarck, No&h Dakota). 
program except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

North Dakota); and North Dakota Supreme Court, The North 
Statistics are from the annual report ana master 
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NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY CUURT WITH INCREASED JURISDICTIONi 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

15 c o u n t i e s ,  15 judges 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

c i v i l d :  
l a w :  

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Smal l  c la ims  ................................................... 
Probate:  

Probate  ...................................................... 
Guardianship/conservatorship ................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Mental h e a l t h  hear ings  h e l d  .................................. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Mental hea l th :  

h i n i n a l d :  
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Felony pre l iminary  ............................................. 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
h a f  f  i c  : 

Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o m :  
Noncriminal t r a f f i c  .......................................... 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

2.736% 
1,190 

1, 530i 
147i 

1,677i 

N / A i  

5,603i 

9,9391 
96Ii 

10 ,90Oi 

N/A 
Y / A  

2,647i 
I ,  080 

9391 
1441 

7471 

5,5571 

1,083 

8,616i 
821 i  

9,4371 

30,826 

30,826 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A 16,503i 45,820i N/A 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Convic t ions  ................ 30,031 
A c q u i t t a l  .................. 776 
Dismissa l  .................. 19 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  oL count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  oL count is t h e  c a s e  number ass igned  t o  t h e  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  o r  complaint.  

F i l e d  and d isposed  f i g u r e s  f o r  fe lony  pre l iminary ,  misdemeanor. and c i v i l  c a s e s  i n  S t a r k  County and f a r  probate ,  

Tota l  c i v i l  f i l e d  does not  i n c l u d e  mental  h e a l t h  hearings.  
Grand t o t a l  f i l e d  does not inc lude  mental  h e a l t h  hear ings  or t r a f f i c  cases .  

iData are not  complete: 

guardianshiplconservatarship, and mental  h e a l t h  c a s e s  i n  Morton County are f o r  a 6loonth  per iod  only. 

Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Annual Report ,  Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

NORTH DAKOTA WICIPAL COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

180 courts. 158 judges 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

T r a f f i c  : 
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  ............................................. .......................................... Criminal t r a f f i c  N/A 

Noncriminal t r a f f i c  N / A  ......................................................... N / A  T o t a l  - 
N / A  
N / A  

N/A 

3,067 
39,122 
42,189 

NIB 
N/A 
N / A  - 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... N/A N / A  42,189 N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N/A N/A 42,189 N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  This case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Annual Repor t ,  Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY PROBATE COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

38 c o u n t i e s ,  38 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C h i l d  : 
Probate:  

Probate  ...................................................... NIA 
Guardianshiplconservatorship .................................. N I A  

T o t a l  ......................................................... N /A 
Uenta l  hea l th :  

Mental h e a l t h  hear ings  ....................................... N/A 

1,232 
110 

1,342 

N/A 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... N I A  1,3421 1,262 N/A 

Grand m t a l  ...................................................... N I A  1,342I 1,262 NIA 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  = This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 

iData are not  complete:  
A c i v i l  case is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  

T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f i g u r e s  do not i n c l u d e  mental  h e a l t h  hear ings .  Mental h e a l t h  h e a r i n g s  are inc luded  in t h e  d isposed  
f i g u r e s .  

Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Annual Repor t ,  Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  - 

NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY JUSTICE COURTi 
Court  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

38 count ies .  38 judges 
J a n u r y  I, 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

-- - 
End 

pendinp. Beginning F i l e d  Disposed pending 

C i v i l d  
Law: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Small  claims ................................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
Crimina1d : 

Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Pelony pre l iminary  ............................................. 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
T r a f f i c :  

Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  
Noncriminal t r a f f i c  .......................................... 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 
Grand t o t a l  ....................................................... 

N/A 163 167 N I A  
N/A 270 248 N/A 

N/A 433 415 N I A  

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

4,498 
289 

4,787 

- 
4,028 NIA 

228 N/A 
4,256 N I A  

N/A N/A 15,605 N/A 
N/A N I A  15,605 NIA 

N/A 5,220i 20,276i N I A  

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Convic t ions  ............ 15,147 
A c q u i t t a l s  ............. 429 
Dismissals ............. 29 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  = This case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  case is  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  case  number ass igned  t o  t h e  informat ion ,  ind ic tment ,  OK complaint.  

F i l e d  and d isposed  f i g u r e  f o r  Bot t ineau ,  Golden Valley.  McKenzie, and R e n v i l l e  Counties r e p r e s e n t  on ly  6 months of da ta .  
Grand t o t a l  f i l i n g  f i g u r e  does not inc lude  t r a f f i c  cases.  T r a f f i c  c a s e s  are inc luded  in t h e  disposed f igure .  

iData  are not  complete:  

Source: North Dakota J u d i c i a l  Council ,  Annual Report ,  Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck. North Dakota). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

3 0 9  



Ohio court system, 1976 

r 

MUNICIPAL COURT (1 10) 
181 judges 
Jurisdicticn: - Civil actions under $lO,OoO; exclusive 
forcible entry and detainer, and small 
claims. - Misdemeanors, traffic, municipal ordinance, 
felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Final appellate jurisdiction over all 
lower courts. . Constitutional questions and questions of 
great general or public interest. 

-Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals and 
Public Utilities Commission. 

1 

COURT OF APPEALS (1 1 ) 
38 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-General appellate review of judgment 

-Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals. 
of lower courts. 

COURT OF CLAIMS (1) 
Judge sits on temporary assignment. 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction in civil actions against the I Jury trial except in claim against state. 

state and over claims removedfrom other courts to 
Court of Claims. 

L 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (88) 
296 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions over $500. ,Exclusive domestic 
relations and probate iurisdict!on. 

-Exclusive felony and most serious 
criminal jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
- Appeals from most administrative 
agencies. 

Jury trials. 

4 Indicates route of appeal. 

L 

COUNTY COURT (59) 
63 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under 5500; exclusive forcible 

- Misdemeanor, traffic, felony preliminaries. 
entry and detainer; and small claims. 

Jury trials. 

MAYORS’ COURT (690) 
690 judges (mayors) 
Jurisdiction: - Minor criminal cases, mainly traffic 
violations. 

No jury trials 
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OHIO SUPREPIE CDURT 
Court of last resort 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 
1 juaticea 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Origi~l proceedings 
Habeas corpus .............................................. NIA 
Other original actions ..................................... NIA 
Disciplinary ............................................... NIA 
Total ....................................................... NIA 

Motion for leave to appeal ................................. NIA 
Motion to certify .......................................... N/A 
Total ....................................................... NIA 

Total other cases ............................................. N/A 

Bequests to appeal: 

143 (75)e 
143 (75)e 

14 
109 
20 
143 

465 
653 

1,118 
1,261 

263 
263 

11 N /A 
93 NIA 
26 NIA 
130 N I A  

431 NIA 

Total cases ..................................................... NfA 1,404 (75)e 1.374 (75)e NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA - This case type is handled by the COUKt, but the data are unavailable. 
eCases not included i n  the total to avoid double counting: 

Motions to certify and motions for leave to appeal that have been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing 
is not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted motions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

kAdditional information: 

categories. 
Total disposed figure for requests to appeal is not the sum of the category values since the 75 granted motions are within the 2 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report excepr thac 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

OBI0 COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

I1 districts. 38 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ....................................................... 1,354 
Criminal .................................................... 
Total appeals ................................................ mf 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Miscel1aneous.i ............................................ 77 - 

Total other cases ............................................ 77 

3,858 
2,732 
6,590 

3,110 
2,1164 
5,574 

2,4818 

4,3288 
1,8478 

2638 
2636 
- 741 

74 I 
- 614 

614 
- 

Total cases .................................................... 2,490 7,204 6,315 4,5918 

Manner of disposition 
Pull opinion ................... 2.319 
Per curiam ..................... 1,735 
Dismissal ...................... 2,261 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

fBeginning pending figure f o r  the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

hplanation of data included in the category: 
Figures are as reported i n  the annual report. 

Miscellaneous cases include habeas corpus, original actions, administrative appeals, and appeals from the Court of Claims. 

Source: Off ice 
totals 

of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 
have been computed where necessary. 

(Columbus. Ohio). Statistics are from the annual except that 
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OHIO COURT OF COMMON PLeAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

88 counties, 296 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 
Unclassified tort: 
Persorial injury .............................................. 
Wrongful death ............................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Domestic relations ........................................... 
Adoptions .................................................... 
Birth records ................................................ 
Name change .................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Decedents' estates ........................................... 
Guardianship and testamentary trusts ......................... 
Probate civil actions ........................................ 
Yinor's settlement ........................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Mental illness and retardation ................................ 
Workmen's compensation ....................................... 
Appropriations ............................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
All other .................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Domestdc relations: 

Probate: 

Mental health: 

Administrative: 

Other civil: 

Crimina1d: 
Felony: 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

22,9241 
N/A 

22,924fi 

29,994f 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

29,994fi 

55 307f 
22:256f 
3,740f 
N/A 

81,303fi 

NIA 

1,099f 
748f 

1,847f 

31,9161 

167, 984fi 

6,487f 

6,487f 

- 
19,226f 

18,678 
746 

19,424 

82,398 
7,586 

2,897 
4,538 

97,419 

62,378 
7,890 
5,900 
1,757 

77,925 

6,340 

1,069 
804 

1,873 

41,588 

244,569 

30,527 

30,527 

- 
189,342 

18,934 
627 

19,561 

86,821 
7,214 
4,528 
2,878 

101,441 

68,916 
6,968 
6,097 
1,697 

83,678 

7,232 

873 
980 

1,853 

42,506 

256,271 

30,312 

30,312 

- 
190,321 

22,668 
N/A 

22,668i 

25,571 
N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

25,571i 

45,1716 
21,7878 
3,3188 
&/A 

7O,276gi 

N/A 

1,295 
572 

1,867 

3(1,998 

151,380i 

6,702 

6,702 

~ 

18,247 

Grand total ...................................................... 193,697fi 464,438 476,904 176,329i 

Triald 
Nan- UT 

Criminal ...................... 2,049 2,350 
civiim ........................ 1,630 

Juvenile ...................... NH 14,534 
Total .......................... 3,679 28,296 

mi!IdMl dispositions 
Guilty plea .............................. 16,550 
Dismissed with prejudice ................. 348 
Nolle prosse ............................. 3,783 
Transfer ................................. 1,201 
Dismissed without prejudice .............. 3,783 

Total 
-2 
4,399 
14,534 
31,975 

Civil dispositions 
Default ............................... 11,480 
Dismissed with prejudice .............. 17,856 
Dismissed without prejudice ........... 9,629 
Transfers ............................. 3,345 
Dismissed (domestic relations) ........ 23,064 
Uncontested (domestic relations) ...... 53,365 
Contested (domestic relations) ........ 10,392 

Age of pending cases 
Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months 

Personal injury ............. N/A N/A 2,625 
Workmen's compensation ...... &/A 429 N/A 
Appropriations .............. 245 N/A N/A 
Other civil ................. N/A 10,306 N/A 
Criminal .................... 159 N/A N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classieications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH - This classification is not handled by this court. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figures for the 1976 court year do not equal the end pending figures for the 1975 court year. 
$Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

kats are not complete: 
"'Categories for disposition type or trial data: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Pending data were not reported for all civil categories. Only those reported are included i n  the total. 

Civil trials include only trials for personal injury, administrative. and other civil cases. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 (Columbus, Ohio). 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report except that 
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OtiIO COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

59 courts. 63 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

- P P End 
Filed' Disposed pending 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil% 
Unclassified tort: 
Personal injury and property damage .......................... 

Contract ....................................................... 
Small claims ................................................... 
Property rights: 
Forcible entry and detainer .................................. 

Other civil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
CridMld : 
Misdemeanor: 
Hisdemeanor .................................................. 

Felony preliminary ............................................. 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traf f ie : 
DWIIDUI: 
Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated .................. 
Traf€ic ...................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Otber traffic violations: 

168 
1,380 
1,635 

331 
972 

4,486 

3,089 
510 

3,599 

- 

1,986 

4,156 

6,142 

324 
4,125 
12,419 

1,924 
2,082 

20,874 

21,363 
3,997 

25,360 

10,635 

144,054 
154,689 

378 
4,354 
12,600 

1,681 
2,155 

21,168 

21,796 
3,812 

25,608 

10,143 

143,374 

153,517 

1168 
1,1478 
I ,  565B 

5708 
9028 

4.3008 

2,6308 
7098 

3,3398 

2,4608 

4,8048 

7,2648 

Grand total ...................................................... 14,227 200,923 200,293 14,9031 

=d 
Non- jury Total 

civi1m ...... 892 899 
Criminal .... 76 
Traffic ..... 150 
Total ........ 233 6,025 

2,055 
3,078 

Civil dispositions 
Pretrial ................................. 
Dismissal for want of prosecution ........ 
Other dismissals ......................... 
Transfer ................................. 

Traffic dispositions 
Plea ..................................... 
Pretrial ................................. 
Dismissal for want of pfosecutian ........ 
Other dismissals ......................... 
Transfer ................................. 
Violations Bureau ........................ 
Unavailability of accused ................ 

49 
1.054 
4;258 
1,355 

62,989 
836 

1,001 
I ,  583 

49 
68,992 
14,839 

2,131 
3,228 
6.258 

Criminal dispositions 
Plea .............................................. 
Pretrial .......................................... 
Dismissal for want of prosecution ................. 
Other dismissals .................................. 
Transfer .......................................... 
Violations Bureau ................................. 
Preliminary hearing, boundaver .................... 
Waiver of preliminary hearing, boundover .......... 
Unavailability of accused ......................... 

10,358 
423 

1,775 
3,105 

97 
3,039 
1,981 
581 

2,118 

Age of pending cases 
Over I month Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months 

Personal injury and property damage ........................ NIA 
Contracts. forcible entry and detainer, and other civil .... NIA 
Small claims ............................................... NIA 
Misdemeanor ................................................ NIA 
Felony preliminary ......................................... 133 
Traffic .................................................... NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N I A  = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. Hearings by administrative judges and referees are not included as non-jury 
trials. 

IChange i n  pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

jexplanation of data included in the category: 

Vategaries for disposition type or trial data: 

"Time interval or age of pending data: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Filed figures include reactivated cases as well as original filings. 

Civil trials do not include 8,739 hearings by judge i n  small claims cases. 

Contracts, forcible entry and detainer, and other civil cases pending over 24 months are included with those pending Over 12 months. 
Small claims, misdemeanor, and traffic cases pending over 12 months, and over 24 months are included with those pending over 6 months. 
Felony preliminary cases pending over 6 months, over 12 months. and over 24 months are included with those pending over 1 month. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 (Columbus, Ohio). 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report except that 
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OHIO MLINICIPAL WUKT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

110 courts, 181 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed’ Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civil% 
Unclassified tort: 
Personal injury and property damage .......................... 

Contract ....................................................... 
Small claims ................................................... 
Property rights: 
Forcible entry and detainer .................................. 

Other Civil .................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 
Misdemeanor .................................................. 

Felony preliminary ............................................. 
Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 
DWItDUI: 

Other traffic violations: 
Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated .................. 
Traffic ...................................................... 

Total traffic ................................................... 

11,182 
56,126 
10,013 

11,504 
11,435 

100,260 

25,085 
h,642 

29,727 

7,811 

32,148 

39,959 

15,780 
158,737 
72,418 

43,554 
17,465 

307,954 

226,499 
38,534 

265,033 

48,660 

1,136,517 

i,ia5,177 

19,266 
168,883 
72,168 

44,698 
20,098 

325,113 

228,677 
39,744 

268,421 

49,495 

1,135,412 

1,184,907 

8,7818 
51,9518 
11,1948 

11,7538 
9,0938 

92,7728 

32,1488 
4,609 

36,7578 

8,0328 

40,5228 

48,554% 

Grand total . .  ..................................................... 178,0838 1,778.441 169,946 1,758,164 

civiim ................. 361 8,771 9,132 
Criminal ............... 931 16,067 16,998 
Traffic ................ 848 19,019 19,867 
Total ................... 2,140 43,857 45,997 

CridMl dispositions 

Plea ......................................... 123,373 
Pretrial ..................................... 6,754 
Dismissed for want of prosecution ............ 11,103 
Other dismissals ............................. 46,510 
Transfer ..................................... 1,028 
Violations Bureau ............................ 13,668 
Preliminary hearing boundaver ................ 13,820 
Waiver of preliminary hearing, boundover ..... 10,831 
Unavailability of accused .................... 24,336 

Civil dispositions 
Pretrial ........................... 5,648 
Dismissed for want of prosecution .. 23,490 
Other dismissals ................... 79,952 
Transfer ........................... 2,733 

Traffic dispositions 
Plea .............................. 462,320 
Pretrial .......................... 4,721 
Dismissed for want of prosecution . 5,112 
Other dismissals .................. 36,653 
Transfer .......................... 973 
Violations Bureau ................. 551,704 
Unavailability of accused ......... 103,557 

Age of pending cases 
Over 1 month Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months ........................ Personal injury and property damage N/A NIA I NIA 378 

Contract, forcible entry and detainer, and other civil ..... NiA 
Small claims ............................................... N/A 
Hisdemeanor ................................................ N/A 
Felony preliminary ......................................... 419 
Traffic .................................................... N/A 

NIA 
1,048 
496 

644 
(n) 

Boldface headings indicare the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A 

dCafic definition or unit of count: 

This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. Hearings by administrative judges and referees are not included as non-jury 
trials. 

&Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported i n  the annual report. 

jExplanation of date included in the category: 
Filed figures include reactivated cases as well as original filings. 

“Categories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trials do not include 17,012 hearings by judge in small claims cases. 

“Time interval or age of pending data: 
Contract, forcible entry and detainer, and other civil cases pending over 24 months are included with those pending over 12 months. 
Small claims, misdemeanor. and traffic cases pending over 12 months and over 24 months are included with those pending over 6 months. 
Felony preliminary cases pending over 6 months, over 12 months, and over 24 months are included with those pending over 1 month. 

Source: Office 
totals 

of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 
have been computed where necessary. 

( COl .urnbus, Ohio). statistics are from the annual report except that 

3 1 4  



OHIO @UUT OF CLAIKSa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 
I court; I judge sits on temporary assignment 

End 
pendi% Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Administrative: 
Administrative ............................................... 77 
Judicial ..................................................... 228 
Victims of crimesa -- 
Total .......................................................... - 305 

........................................... 
231 
294 

5 
530 - 

88 
244 
0 

332 - 
220 
278 

5 
503 - 

Total civil ..................................................... 305 530 332 503 

Grand total ...................................................... 305 530 332 503 

Triald 
Gi&rx ~ota l  

Civil .................. 0 42 42 
Civil dispositions 

Settlement .......................................... 31 
Administrative determination ........................ 82 
Dismissal ........................................... 177 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. -- - Not applicable. 
Wourt jurisdiction: 

$999.99, the claim is determined by a judge unless a waiver is filed. 
$999.99 where the right to trial has been waived are administratively determined by the clerk or deputy clerk of the Court of Claims. 

All cases where the amount of the claim exceeds $1,000 must be determined by a judge. Where the amount of the claim is between $100.01 and 
All claims from $0.00 to $100.00 and all claims between $100.01 and 

Jurisdiction over victims of crime caaes was given to the court as of December 28. 1976. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial i~ counted when the first witness is sworn. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Source: Office 
totals 

of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 
have been computed where necessary. 

(Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report except that 

OHIO MAYORS' COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

690 courts. 690 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Mayors' Court for 1976. 
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Oklahoma court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT I1 COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over all 
civil cases. I 3 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
. Exclusive appellate jurisdiction 

in criminal cases. 

1 / /  
COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Disposes of appeals assigned 

to it by the Supreme Court 

COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appeals from final orders by 

Banking Department Commission 
or by Banking Board. 

CiCil., 

DISTRICT COURT (24) 
64 district, 77 associate district, 
and 48 special judges 
Jurisdiction: - Unlimited original jurisdiction 

over all justiciable matters. 
- Civil actions, probate, domestic 
relations. - Felonies, misdemeanors. 

-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

Criminal4 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

/ 
Indicates assignment of cases. / 

STATE INDUSTRIAL COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Compensation claims in industrial 
accident cases. 

COURT OF BANK REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears all protests against allegedly 

illegal levies. 

MUNICIPAL COURT NOT 
OF RECORD (167) 
Jurisdiction: 
. City ordinance violations with fine 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 

Jury trials if possible fine greater 
than $35 0-r imp?isonmenf 

MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT 
OF RECORD (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
.City ordinance violations with fine 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 
Jury trials if possible fine greater than $50. 
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OKLAEOMA SUPREHE COURTa 
hurt of last r e s o r t  

9 justices 
January  1. 1976 t o  Oecember 31. 1976 - - - End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

c a s e s :  
Appeals: 

c i y i i j  ....................................................... x 
T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. X 

714 
714 
- 578 

578 
- 

Other cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... X 134 130 X 
Bequests t o  appea l :  

X C e r t i o r a r i  X 171 200 
330 T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s j  ............................................ x 305 X 

................................................. - - - 

T o t a l  c a s e d  .................................................... 1,182 1,019 906 1.3101 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  t y p e  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l ,  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

aCaurt  j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

!Change i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
lExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

The Supreme Court is t h e  c m K t  of last r e s o r t  f o r  c i v i l  cases .  

C i v i l  a p p e a l s  a r e  o r i g i n a l l y  f i l e d  i n  t h e  Supreme Court. The Supreme Court then  a s s i g n s  some of t h e s e  c a s e s  t o  t h e  Court  of Appeals f o r  
d i s p o s i t i o n .  Therefore ,  c a s e s  ass igned .  d i sposed ,  and pending i n  t h e  Court  of Appeals have been deducted from t h e  Supreme C o u r t ' s  a p p e a l s  
ca tegory  and u t i l i z e d  as case load  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  Court  of Appeals. 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Report  on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1976 (Oklahoma C i t y ,  Oklahoma). 
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  

OKLAHOMA COURT OF CRIMINAL mmsa  
Cour t  of last r e s o r t  

3 judges  
January  1. 1976 t o  D~c~&-x 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases:  
Appeals: 

Criminal:  
Cr imina l  ................................................... X 
P m t c o n v i c t i o n  ............................................. X 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. X 
- 

524 
143 
667 
- 

382 
146 
528 

X 
X 
X 
- 

Other ca8es: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings ......................................... X 312 359 X 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. X 312 359 X 
........................................... - - - - Requests t o  appea l  

Tota l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 244 979 887 336 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Wri t ten  opinion ......... 370 
By o r d e r  ................ 517 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  
Affirmed .................. 291 
Affirming d e n i a l  .......... 101 
Reversed .................. 58 
Dismissed ................. 51 
Modified and af f i rmed ..... 23 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  - Not enough informat ion  is known. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type are  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l ,  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

The c a s e  ca tegory  may o r  may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  

The Court  of Criminal Appeals has e x c l u s i v e  a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in c r i m i n a l  c a s e s .  It is t h e  c o u r t  of last r e s o r t  f o r  c r i m i n a l  cases. 

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  Direc tor  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have 

of t h e  Cour ts ,  Report  on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1976 
been computed where necessary.  

(Oklahoma Oklahoma). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
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OKLABOMA COURT OF APPEALS' 
Intermediate appellate court 

2 divisions, 6 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civila ....................................................... 92h 418 347 163h 
Total appeals ................................................. 92" 418 347 163" 

Total cases ..................................................... 92h 418 347 163h 

- 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the ICSP. 

Wourt jurisdiction: 

hFigure was computed: 

Cases are assigned to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court. The Court of Appeals hears only civil cases assigned to it and has no 
original jurisdiction. 

Beginning pending figure was computed on the assumption that there were no pending cases in the Court of Appeals prior to 1971, when the 

End pending figure was computed from filings, dispositions, and beginning pending. 
court officially originated. 

Source: Administrative Director 
except that totals have 

of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 
been computed where necessary. 

(Oklahoma Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 

OKLAHONA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general juiisdiction 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 
24 districts; 64 district, 77 associate, and 48 special judges 

Civild: 
Auto tort ...................................................... 
Non-auto tort .................................................. 
Contract ....................................................... 
Small claims: 
Possession of personal property .............................. 
Possession of real  property .................................. 
Small claims ................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Lien or mortgage foreclosure ................................. 
Real property ................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Divorce ...................................................... 
Separate maintenance ......................................... 
Annulment .................................................... 
Reciprocal support--1h' ....................................... 
Reciprocal support--OUT ...................................... 
Paternity proceedings ........................................ 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 

Property rights: 

Domestic relations: 

Probate: 
Administration of estates and probate proper ................. 
Determination of death of joint or life tenant ............... 
Guardianship and conservatorship ............................. 
Other probate ................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Hental health .................................................. 
Administrative: 
Appeals from administrative tribunals ........................ 

Other civil .................................................... 
Extraordinsry writs: 
Injunction, quo warranto, mandamus. habeas corpus ............ 

Total civil ..................................................... 

4,473f 
2,5Uf 
19,658f 

1,327f 
1,869f 
53.777f 
56; 973f 

2,942f 
2,569f 
5,511f 

16.279f 
,556f 
124f 

1,377f 
860f 
213f 

20,249f 
84of 

11,858f 

12sf 

800f 

6,850f 

570f 
3,163f 

15,716f 

469f 

1,165f 

134,417f 

4,398 
3,264 
19,820 

1,851 
5,100 
56.844 
63;795 

3,165 
4,513 
7,678 

30,757 
50 1 
332 

2,285 
855 
161 

2,600 
37,491 

8.832 
2;982 
1,517 
348 

13,679 
2,810 

5,557 

1,354 

716 

160,562 

Criminnld: 
Felony: 
Crime against person ......................................... 3 038f 4,343 
Crime against property ....................................... 8'971f 9,645 
Other felony ................................................. 5:462f 6,191 
Total ......................................................... 17,471f 20,179 

Other misdemeanor ............................................ 1 4  430f 33,697 
Appeals ....................................................... 11249f I ,  346 

Felony postconviction appeals ................................ N/A 359 

Uisdemeanor : 

Extraordinary writs: 
- 

................................................. Total criminali 33,150ff 55,581 

3,726 
2,660 
14,909 

1,771 

55,365 
5,248 

62.384 

2,873 
4,065 
6,938 

28,350 
383 

1,030 
597 
148 

2,518 
33,308 

8,095 
3 , 0 7 3  
1,359 
357 

2,661 

57 I 
5,016 

282 

12,884 

1,074 

146,131 

4,236 
8,922 
6,207 
19,365 

32,630 
1,405 

317 

53,717 

5,145 
3,157 
24,569 

1,407 
1,721 
55,256 
58.384 

3,234 
3,017 
6,251 

18,686 
674 
174 

2,632 
1,118 
226 
922 

24,432 

12,595 
479 

3,321 
116 

16,511 
949 

614 
7,391 

2 
148,848 

3,145 
9,694 
5,446 
18,285 

15,497 
1,190 

N/A 
34,97Zi 

(Continued on next page) 
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Oklahoma District Court (continued) 

Traffic: 
DWIIDUI: 

Other traffic violations: 
Driving while intoxicated .................................... 4,490f 

Traffic ...................................................... sf 
Total traffic ................................................... 44,833f 

Juvenile : 
Delinquency .................................................... 1,736f 

Statu offenses: 
Depena'epEy and neglect ......................................... 8lOf 

Child i n  need of supervision ................................. 1,365f 

Total juvenile .................................................. 3,911f 

9,492 

178,599 

4,698 
1,869 

1,705 

8,272 

8,733 

173,984 

182,7 17 

3,482 
1,574 

1,747 
6,803 

5,249 

35.466 
40,715 

2,952 
1,105 

1,323 

5,380 

Grand totali ..................................................... 216,31Ifi 403,014 389,368 229,915i 

AEY 
Civil ................ 1,203 
Criminal and traffic . 1,395 
Jwenile ............. 38 
Total ................. 2,636 

Civil dispositions 
On demurrer, abatement, or motion to dismissm .... 5,281 
Pretrialm ...................................... ;. 1,813 
Without contest .................................. 87,322 
Dismissalm ....................................... 6,132 

Order or settlementm ............................. 522 
Decree or approved settlementm ................... 18,385 

44;306 46;942 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 
Guilty plea .................................... 131,009 
Dismissal by state ............................. 19.077 

dismissal by Court ............................ 23,414 
Bond forfeitures ............................... 21,233 

On demurrer, motion t o  quash, 'or 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA - This case type is handled hy the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dbse definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations OK indictments. 
A trial or contest is counted if tried to completion. 

fPeginning pending figure for the 1976 Court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
haca are not complete: 

Total criminal and grand total pending figures do not include pending figures for felony postconviction appeals. This category is included 
I&n. the filingand disposil%G t - s -  

~ Z @ t i v ~ ~ t r E G i r d ~ + y  writxand other civil. caszonly. 

mbtegories for disposition type or trial data: 
On demurrer, abatement, or motion to dismiss, and pretrial are dispositions f o r  auto tort. mu-auto tort, property rights. contract, 

Dismissal, decree or approved settlement, and order or settlement-& dispositions for domestic relations cases only. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
, except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

DKLAROP~A STATE INDUSTBIAL mu& 
Court of limited jurisdictiona 

1 court, 5 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Civild: ................................................. N/A - - Bdninistcatire N/A N/A 10,712 
Total civil ..................................................... N/A NIA 10,712 NIA 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A N/A 10,712 N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
aCourt jurisdiction: 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

kAddi tional information: 

The special jurisdiction is limited to injuries t o  an employee arising out of his employment. 

A case for this court is a MY claim or an ancillary proceeding t o  an existing claim. 

After July 1, 1978, the name for this court will be the Worker's Compensation Court. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OKLAHOMA COURT OF BANR REVIEW 
COurt of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 3 district judges serve 
Jaouary 1, 1976 to DeeembeK 31. 1976 

Civild: 
8 8 

Total civil ..................................................... 7 9 8 8 

- - Mministrative ................................................. 7 9 

Grand total 9 8 ...................................................... 7 8 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report 

OKLAHOMA COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 3 district judges 8eKVe 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civild: ................................................. 0 Admtnistrative 0 0 - 0 - - 
Total civil ..................................................... 0 0 0 0 

Grand total ...................................................... 0 0 0 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Source: Administrative Oirector of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. The report indicates that no new tax review cases were handled in 1976. 

OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT OF RECORD 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts. 2 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the Municipal Criminal Court of Record for 1976. 

OI(LAH0NA MMICIPAL COURT NOT OF RECORD 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

167 courts 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court Not of Record for 1976. 
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Oregon court system, 1976 

Jurisdiction: 
- Certiorari review of Court of Appeals decisions. 
- Direct appeals from Circuit Courts on certain 

civil cases. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over criminal, 

constitutionality of city charter or ordinance, probate, 
juvenile, guardianship, domestic relations from 
Circuit Court. 

. Appeals from administrative agencies. 

c 

MUNICIPAL COURT (165) 
165 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over 

Jury trials. 
municipal ordiKances. rraffic. 

Certain 
civil cases. 

f Indicates route of appeal. 

i 

TAX COURT CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
1 judge 68 judges 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
-Appeals from county boards of . General jurisdiction over civil not 

granted exclusively to another 
court. Probate. 

-General jurisdiction over criminal 
not granted exclusively to another 
court. 

-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

equalization and Oregon 
Department of Revenue. 

321 

I 

JUSTICE COURT (47) 
47 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $1 .OOO, small 
claims. - Misdemeanors, traffic, felony, 
preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (23) 
47 judges 10 judges 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $3,000, small 

claims. 
. Misdemeanors (fine less than 

$3,000, sentence less than 1 year), 
traffic, felony preliminaries. 

Appeals de novo. 
Six-man jury trial. 

COUNTY COURT (9) 

- Exclusive probate in 6 counties. 
. Exclusive juvenile in 7 counties. 



OREGON SUPREME CDURT 
Court of l a s t  r e s o r t  

7 JusticesC 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases:  
Appeals: 

Appeals from C i r c u i t  Court ................................... 
Court of Appeals review allowed ............................... 
Tax Court  appea ls  ............................................ 

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  ................................................. 
Other cases :  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings  ....................................... 
Bar m a t t e r s  ................................................ 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
Requests t o  appea l :  

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  review: 
c i v i l  .................................................... 
Criminal ................................................. 

Workmen‘s compensation ..................................... 
Habeas corpus and pos tconvic t ion  ........................... 
J u d i c i a l  review ............................................ 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

X 424 X X 
X ( 4 3 F  X X 
X X X 16 
x 440 (43)e  X X 

- __ 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

45 
21 
66 

127 
238 

22 
I 1  
69 

467 
533 

X X 
x .  X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

_. 

335 973 ( 4 3 ) ~  911 (43)e  397 

1 54 52 3 

1 54 52 3 

_I - 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Wri t ten  opin ion  ........... 305 
Dismissal o r  

without op in ion  .......... 193 

Dispos i t ion  of a p p e a l s  
Affirmed ................... 146 
Reversed ................... 108 
Modified ................... 23 
Dismissed wi th  opin ion  ..... 4 
Miscellaneousm ............. 24 

T i m e  i n t e r v a l  (average  days) 
Not ice  of appea l  t o  d a t e  c a s e  at  i s s u e  ........................ 166 
Date case a t  issue t o  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  .......................... 110 
Not ice  of appea l  t o  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  ............................ 276 

- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

=Judge information: 

eCases not included i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 

These gran ted  p e t i t i o n s  are numbers appear ing  i n  parentheses .  

There were 7.58 fu l l - t ime equiva len t  judges f o r  1976. 

P e t i t i o n s  f o r  review granted  a r e  not  counted as d i s p o s i t i o n s  UnKil t h e  appea l  is disposed ( t h e  f i l i n g  of t h e  r e s u l t i n g  appea l  is not 
counted).  

“Categor ies  for d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r ia l  d a t a :  
Miscellaneous appea l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  c a s e s  of mandamus, o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  proceedings ,  and bar  proceedings.  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  23rd Annual Report  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  Adminis t ra t ion  i n  t h e  Courts of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). 
necessery.  and a d d i t i o n s  have been made dur inn  v e r i f i c a t i o n  bv t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  adminis t ra tor .  

Sources of case d a t a  are a v a i l a b l e .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where 
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OREGON COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

6 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 - - - 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals 

civil ....................................................... 
Criminal .................................................... 
Agency appeals: 
Worlanen's compensation .................................... 
Administrative agency review .............................. 
Total ...................................................... 
Parole Board review ....................................... 
Postconvictions and habeas corpus ......................... 
Corrections disciplinary review ........................... 
Total ...................................................... 

Total appeals ................................................ 

Other appeals: 

X 
669 
- 

Other cases: ........................................ 0 
Total other case8 ............................................ 0 
Original proceedings - 

421 X 
735 X 

104 X 

176 X 
280 X 
21 X 
30 X 
360 X 

X 411 
1,847 1,786 
__ _I 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
730 
- 

Total cases..................................................... 669 1,847 1,786 730 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ............. 630 
Bench decisions ............. 553 
Memorandum .................. 52 
Dismissal/transferred ....... 483 
Consolidation ............... 68 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ...................... 974 
Reversed ...................... 187 
Modified ...................... 47 
Dismissed on merits ........... 18 

Time interval (average days) 
Notice of appeal to date case at issue ........................ 126 
Date case at issue to final decision .......................... 43 
Notice of appeal to final decision ............................ 169 

- 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Z3rd Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 

Oregon). Sources of case data are available. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 

3 2 3  



OREGON CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

20 circuits, 68 judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l +  
L a w  ............................................................ 
Equi ty  ......................................................... 
Domes tic r e l a t i o n s :  

D i s s o l u t i o n  .................................................. 
Adoption ..................................................... 

T o t a l i  ........................................................ 
Decedents '  e s t a t e s  ........................................... 
Guardianship  and c o n s e r v a t o r s h i p  ............................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Mental conpetency ............................................ 

Probate:  

Mental hea l th :  

X 
x 
X 

N/A 
X 

6 327l 
7:760f 

14,087 

N/A 

x 
X 

22,817 
2,263 

25,080 

4,645 
1,599 
6,244 

4,707 

X 
x 

20,837 
N/A 

20,837i 

4,53Zh 
1,646 
6,178 

N/A 

x 
x 
X 

N/A 
X 

6,440 
7,713 

14,153 

N/A - 
T o t a l  c i v i l 1  .................................................... 39,055f i  55,618 45,5331 42,1701 

Criminal+ 
Felony: 

Criminal ..................................................... 4,97411 14,485 14,909 4,550 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 4,974h 14,485 14,909 4,550 

Juveni led :  
__ - - - 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N / A  13,470 N/A N/A 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 44,0291 83,573 6O,44Zi 46,720i 

m d  
Non-jury Total 

C i v i l m  ................. 1,158 3,732 4,890 

T o t a l  ................... 2,217 4,309 6,526 
Cr imina l  ............... 1,059 577 1,636 

Gnder 6 nonths  ..... 
6+ t o  1 2  months .... 
12+ t o  24 months ... 
Over 24 months ..... 
Over 36 months ..... 

T i m e  i n t e r v a l  (average  months) 
Age of c a s e s  t r i e d :  

C i v i l  from d a t e  of f i l i n g :  
Law end e q u i t y  ...................... 
D i s s o l u t i o n  ......................... 
A l l  c i v i l  ........................... 

Crimina l  from d a t e  of a r ra ignment  ..... 
Age of pending cases  

CiVilU 
15,166 NIA 3.733 
7,683 
4,462 

7 06 

Decedents '  
e s t a t e s  c r imina1  _ _ _ -  __ 

N / A  

N/A 
N / A  
N / A  
557 

512 
208 

97 
N/A 

11.3 
7.7 
10.3 
3.13 

- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This c a s e  type  i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
S = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a re  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count i s  t h e  c a s e  number ass igned  a t  a r ra ignment .  
A j u v e n i l e  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n .  
A jury  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  jury  i s  sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when t h e  f i r s t  wi tness  i s  sworn. 

Tne beginning pending f i g u r e  was c o r r e c t e d  by the  s t a t e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  o f f i c e  dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  d a t a .  

Disposed f i g u r e  f o r  decedents '  e s t a t e s  was computed from f i l i n g  and pending da ta .  
tleginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  c r i m i n a l  and t o t a l  c r i m i n a l  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  

Domestic r e l a t i o n s  d i s p o s i t i o n  and pending Eigures do not inc lude  adopt ion  cases. F i l i n g s  inc lude  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  
T o t a l  c i v i l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  do not i n c l u d e  adopt ion  o r  mental  competency cases .  
Grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  adopt ion ,  mental  competency, o r  j u v e n i l e  cases. F i l i n g s  inc lude  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  decedents '  e s t a t e  was taken from Oregon's 1975 annual  r e p o r t .  

C i v i l  t r i a l s  do not inc lude  probate  mat te rs .  

C i v i l  age of  pending d a t a  i n c l u d e  only law, equi ty ,  and d i s s o l u t i o n  cases .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year :  

hFigurc  was computed: 

iData are not compete: 

F i l i n g s  include a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  

lSpec ia1  source  or r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  

T a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r i a l  d a t a :  

"Time i n t e r v a l  o r  age of pending da ta :  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  22nd, 23rd Annual Report R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  Adminis t ra t ion  i n  t h e  Cour ts  of Oregon, 1975, 
1976 (Salem, Oregon). 
been made dur ing  v e r i E i c a t i o n  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  

S t a t i s t i c s  are froto t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and a d d i t i o n s  have 
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OREGON TAX COURT 
c o u r t  of g e n e r a l  jurisdictions 

1 ludse 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civ i ld :  
Adminis t ra t ive :  

Regula? D i v i s i o n  ............................................. 61 
Small C l a i m s  Div is ion  ........................................ 122 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 183 

120 
61 

181 

95 
80 

175 - 
86 

103 
189 - 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 183 181 175 189 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 183 I81 175 189 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  
On t h e  m e r i t s  .............. 45 
Dismissed o r  s e t t l e d  ....... 50 

Time i n t e r v a l  (median months) 
Ape of cases t e rmina ted :  

Regular Division ..................... 6.5 
Small C l a i m s  D i v i s i o n  ................ 6.0 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  
Data from t h e  Oregon Tax Court are inc luded  in t h e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c h a r t s  because O R s  305.405 d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  Tax Court a s  one of genera l  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  a r e a s  def ined  by ORS 305.410. 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  d a t a  i n c l u d e  only  those  cases from t h e  Regular Div is ion .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  

V a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r i a l  data:  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court Adminis t ra tor ,  23rd Annual Report  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  Adminis t ra t ion  i n  t h e  Courts of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  - P P 

OReGON DISTRICT COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

23 c o u n t i e s ,  47 judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

- - 
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

c i v i l d :  
La": 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 
Small  c la ims  ................................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Adoption ..................................................... 
Probate  : 

Decedents '  e s t a t e s  ........................................... 
Guardianshipleonservatorship ................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Mental competency ............................................ 

T o t a l  c i v i l i  .................................................... 
Mental hea l th :  

C r i m i n a l * :  
Uisdemeanor: ................................................... 
Felony pre l iminary  ............................................. 

Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
Traffic: 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

11,435 
9,439 

NIA 

172 
266 
438 

N/A 
21,3121 

X 
X 

X 

- 

- 
X 

22,260 
36,466 

30 

82 
41 

123 

41 

58,920 

31,683 
8,086 

39,769 

24,046 
36,494 

N f A  

126 
85 

211 

N/A 
6O,75li 

29,302 
7,977 

37.279 

9,649 
9,411 

N I A  

128 
222 
350 

X 
X 

X 

- 

454,790 440,585 X 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... 83,305i 553,479 538,615i 98,O9Ei 

r a w  - 
Under 6 months ................. 5,557 
6+ t o  12 months ................ 2,656 
Over 12 months ................. 1,436 
Over 36 months ................. N / A  

Age of pending cases 

small  Decedents '  
c l a i m s  
6.679 
1,922 

810 
N I A  

- e s t a t e s  - 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
14 

C r i d M l  
and t r a f f i c  

66,469 
8,403 

N/A 
3,816 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  - This  c a s e  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  for t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  case  number ass igned  a t  arraignment.  

T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand  t o t a l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  adopt ion  o r  mental  competency cases. 
a l l  r e p o r t e d  c a t e g o r i e s .  

iData a r e  not complete: 
F i l i n g s  inc lude  d a t a  f o r  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor ,  23rd Annual Report  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  Adminis t ra t ion  in t h e  Cour ts  of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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OREGON JUSTICE CUURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

47 Courtsi, 47 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civil4 
Law: 
civi; ........................................................ 

Small claims ................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald : 
MsdeneaMr: 
Offenses ..................................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 7,276h 

534 
2,362 

2,896 

4,936 

4,936 
- 

- 
89,564 

504 
1,953 

2,457 

174 
899 

1,073 

4,942 787 

4,942 787 
- - 

- - 
87,480 9,360 

Grand totali ..................................................... 8,703h 97,396 94,879 11,220 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

Only 26 justice courts, out of a total of 47 courts, reported data for 1976. 

hFigures were computed: 

hats are not complete: 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 23rd Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OREGON MUNICIPAL. COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

165 courtai, 165 judges ~ 

January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Criminald: 
OrdiMnce violations: .................................................. Other cases 3,433h 14,070 13,334 4,169 
Total criminal .................................................. 3,433h 14,070 13,334 4,169 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 
Sjor traffic offenses ....................................... 4,518h 
Minor traffic offenses ....................................... 18,626h 
Total ......................................................... U h  

Total traffic ................................................... 23,144h 

10,633 
111,006 
121,639 

121.639 

10,862 
106,488 

117.350 

4,289 
23,144 

27,433 

..................................................... Grand totali 26,577h 135,709 130,684 31,602 

U d  
Criminal ........................................... 2,270 
Traffic: 
Major traffic offense ............................ 3,412 
Minor traffic offenses ........................... 10,315 
Total ............................................. 13,727 

Total ............................................... 15,997 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or  unit of count. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

Only 73 Municipal Courts, out of a total of 165 courts, reported data for 1976. 

hFigure was computed: 

iData are not complete: 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 23rd Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OREGON COUNTY COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i e d i c t i o n  

9 c o u n t i e s .  10 Judges 
3anuary 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
p e n d i n g  F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d  : 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

R o b a  t e  : 
Adoption ..................................................... N I A  

Decedents '  e s t a t e s  ........................................... 2581 
Guardianship and c o n s e r v a t o r s h i p  ............................. 157 

Tota l  ......................................................... 415 

Mental competency ............................................ N I A  
Mental hea l tb :  - 

42 

122 
36 

158 

14 - 

NIA N/A 

131h 
22 

153 

249 
171 
420 

N I A  - N I A  - 
T o t a l  c i v i l <  .................................................... 4 1 9  214 153i 420i 

Juvemiled: 
- - - 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. N/A 242 N I A  NIA 

Grand t o t a l i  ..................................................... 415I 456 153i 420i 

Age of pending c a s e s  
Over 36 months 

Decedents '  e s t a t e s  ............ 75 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A This  case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
A j u v e n i l e  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n .  

Decedenrs' e s t a t e s  d i sposed  f i g u r e  was  computed from f i l i n g  and pending f i g u r e s .  

T o t a l  c i v i l  pending and d i s p o s i t i o n  figures do not i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  adopt ion  and mental  competency cases .  

Grand t o t a l  pending a n d c d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  do not i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  adopt ion ,  mental  competency, o r  j u v e n i l e  case. 

hFigure  was computed: 

iData a r e  not  complete:  

c a t e g o r i e s .  

a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  

F i l i n g s  i n c l u d e  d a t a  fo r  a l l  

F i l i n g s  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  

l S p e c i a 1  source  or r e v i s i o n  in data :  
Beginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  decedents '  estates was obta ined  from Oregon's 1975 annual  r e p o r t .  

Source : O f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Court  Adminis t ra tor ,  ZZnd, 23rd Annual Report  R e l a t i n g  t o  J u d i c i a l  Adminis t ra t ion  in t h e  Cour ts  of Oregon, 1975, 
1976 (Salem, Oregon). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t s  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  - 
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Pennsylvania court system, 1976 

COMMONWEALTH COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Original jurisdiction in civil actions 

involving the commonwealth or any of 
its officers. 

. Appeals from administrative agencies, 
local government, eminent domain, and 
nomprofit corporation matters. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Hears direct appeals in felonious homicide, right to public 

office, Probate or Orphans Court matters, contempt cases, 
and questions of constitutionality of a statute. Other 
appeals are discretionary. 

- May assume plenary jurisdiction over any matter in any court 
if it is an issue of immediate public interest. 

SUPERIOR COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 

Court of Common Pleas except those 
directly appealable to Supreme Court 
or Commonwealth Court. 

- Non-governmental equity appeals. 

Constitutionality of statute. 
Felonious homicide. 
Right to public office. 
Contempt, probate. 

t 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (59) 
285 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Original jurisdiction in all civil matters. Orphans 

Non-profit corporations. 
Government. 
Eminent domain. 

I 

Indicates route of appeal. 

PHILADELPHIA MUNICIPAL 
COURT 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Landlord and tenant, assumpsit and 

. Criminal offenses with less than 5-year 
trespass claims under $1,000, 

sentence. Motor vehicle laws. 
Preliminary hearings except for 
homicide and rape. 

No jury trial. 

328 

DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT 

564 justices of the peace 

Jurisdiction: - Civil matters under $2,000. - Offenses with fine under $500 and/or 
sentence up to 90 days. 
Preliminary hearings in most criminal. 
Some motor vehicle cases. 

(564) - 
No jury trials. 

L 

1 

P ELPHIA TRAFFIC 
C 
6 judges (Philadelphia) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction of all 

summary offenses under the motor 
vehicle laws. 

No jury trials. 

PllTSBURGH TRAFFIC MAGISTRATES 
6 magistrates and 1 housing court judge 
Jurisdiction: - Matters relating to the health, safety, 
or welfare of any place of human habitation. - Misdemeanors and municipal ordinances (fine 
less than $500 or sentence less than 90 days). 
Felony preliminaries. Exclusive jurisdiction 
over all summary offenses under ihe motor 
vehicle laws. 

No jury trials. 



PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending ; F i l e d  Disposed 

pending 

cases: 
Appeals: ....................................................... N/A 
Total appeals ................................................. N/A 

- 
Other cases: 
Original proceedings: ........................................ 
Bequests t o  appeal: 
Petitions for allocatur .................................... NIA 

Total other cases .............................................. N/A 
- 

830 
830 
- 

906 
906 
- 

N/A 
N /A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A m 

N/A 
NIA 

Total cases ...................................................... NIA 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 
Miscellaneous petitions ...................................... N/A 

Total other proceedings ......................................... N/A 

- 

1,736 

1.195 
1,195 

NIA 

NIA - 
NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

- 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion .................. 583 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
NIA - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 

report except thar tatals have been computed where necessary. 

PEmsnvmm SUPERIOR COURT 
Intermediate appellate COUKt 

7 judges 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: ....................................................... 
Total appeals ................................................. -% 3,631 

3,631 
NIA 
NIA 
- R /A 

N/A 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... 
aequeats to appeal ........................................... .............................................. - - - Total other cases 

Total cases ...................................................... NIA 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 
Miscellaneous petitions ...................................... NIA 

Total other proceedings ......................................... NIA 

- 

3,631 

6,223 

6,223 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion .................. 1,596 

N/A KIA 

ti /A 

NJA 

- 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. 
NIA = This case Cype is handled by the COUKt, but the data are unavailable. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 

The case category may or may not be  handled by the court. 

report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA COMKONWFALTH C O U R e  
Intermediate appellate court 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginniq 
pending 

7 5udS- 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Appeals from Court of Common Pleas ........................... N/A 
Transfers from other courts .................................. N/A 
ngency appeals ............................................... N/A 
Total appeals ................................................. 

668 
34 

2,131 
1,429 

X 
X 
X 
X 
- 

NJA 
N /A 
N/A 

"N7ii- 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction ...................................... N/A 305 X NIA ........................................... ............................................. X -N7ii- Requaate to appeal - - 

Total other cases 305 

Total cases 2,436 2,069 N/A ..................................................... NlA 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion .................. 760 
Withdrawal, discontinued, 
and by order of court ........... 205 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known, The case Category may or may not be handled by the court. 
N/A - "his case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
aCourt jurisdiction: 

The Commonwealth Court handles only cases involving officials or offices of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PENNSYLVANIA COURT OF MMl4ON PLEAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

59 courts, 285 Judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Ciuild: 
Domestic relations: 
Domestic relations ........................................... 
Divorce ...................................................... 
Custody ...................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Probate : 

Mental health .................................................. 
Other civil: 

Orphan court's audits ........................................ 
CiVilj ....................................................... 
Arbitration .................................................. 
Total ......................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminsld: 
Felonylmisdeneanor: 

Appeals: 

Extraordinary writs: 

Criminalj ................................................... 
Miscellaneousj .............................................. 
Postconviction appeals ...................................... 

Total criminal ................................................. 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................. 
Grand total ..................................................... 

6.909 
15,630 

582 
856 

23,977 

1,719 
306 

20,279 
15,272 
35,551 

61,553 

27,238 

1,479 

407 

29.124 

51,496 

3,831 
6,760 

101,426 

20,075 
6,628 

21,127 
29,544 

39,339 

50,671 

178,800 

68,227 

7,105 

970 

76.302 

51,551 

3,751 
6,770 

100,950 

38,878 

20,118 
6,706 

6,854 
16,091 

662 
846 

24,453 

1,676 
228 

20,652 17,1788 
28,634 16,182 

49,286 3 3 , 3 6 0 8  

177,060 59,7178 

66,408 23,0388 

7,097 1,487 

838 539 

74,343 25,0648 

- - - - 
5,920 37.084 38,145 4.859 

96,597 292,186 289,548 89,6408 

Triald 
Civil dispositions Criminal dispositions ~ury  ~0-7' Total ................. civiim ................ 1,952 3,807 5,759 Settlement ................ 9,156 Guilty pleas 29,811 

Criminal .............. 3,272 7,071 10,343 Hearing settled ........... 1,515 Nolle prossed 10,090 
Total .................. 5,224 10,878 16,102 Stricken .................. 1,007 ARD (rehabilitation program) . 10,834 

Transferred to arbitration 1,482 Rule 1100 .................... 784 
Other ..................... 1,733 

................ 

(continued on next page) 
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Pennsylvania Court  of Common P l e a s  (cont inued)  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted w i t h  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  informat ion  or indictment.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t .  
A non-jury t r ia l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  completion (dec is ion) .  

F igures  a r e  a s  repor ted  i n  t h e  annual  r e p o r t .  

C i v i l  under o t h e r  c i v i l  i n c l u d e s  t r e s p a s s ,  assumpsi t ,  e q u i t y ,  and misce l laneous  c i v i l  c a s e s  t h a t  are counted when t h e  case is placed at  

Cr imina l  under felony/misdereanor i n c l u d e s  f e l o n i e s ,  misdemeanors, and t r i a l  de novo f o r  appeal.  
Miscellaneous appea ls  i n c l u d e  c r i m i n a l  appea ls  from District J u s t i c e  Courts and o t h e r  misce l laneous  c o u r t  a c t i o n s .  

C i v i l  t r i a l  d a t a  i n c l u d e  only  those  cases i n  t h e  o t h e r  c i v i l  ca tegory .  

%hang= in pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

j l x p l a n a t i a n  of d a t a  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

i s s u e  as ready f o r  t r ial .  

q a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type o r  t r i a l  da ta :  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Pennsylvania C o u r t s ,  1976 Annual Report  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pennsylvania).  S t a t i s t i c s  are from the annual 
r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

PBILALXLPBIA MUNICIPAL COURT, m s n v m u .  
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

1 c o u r t ,  22 Judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Etld 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Small c l a i m s  ................................................... 
P r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Landlord and t e n a n t  .......................................... 
Other  c i v i l :  

Code enforcement ............................................. 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Felony pre l iminary :  
Criminal ..................................................... 
Pre l iminary  hear ings  ......................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

6,011 

990 

3,539 

10,570 

32,334 

1 4 , 2 4 3  

22,642 

69,219 

4,258 31,970 

950 11,934 

5,208 43,904 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 15,778 113.123 

32,936 5,439 

1 4 , 2 1 8  1,015 

22,824 3,357 
69.978 9,811 

32,237 3,6938 

12,127 757 

44.364 4,4508 

114.342 14,261g 

Nan-jury t r i a l d  
Criminalm ............ 6,342 

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s m  
G u i l t y  p l e a s  .................... 1,965 
Nol le  prossed  ................... 12,755 
ARD ( r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program) .... 11,086 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on  t h e  informat ion  o r  ind ic tment .  
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted i f  t r i e d  t o  completion ( d e c i s i o n ) .  

F igures  are as repor ted  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

Cr imina l  t r i a l s  and c r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  types  a r e  only  f o r  misdemeanor cases. 

There a r e  no ju ry  t r i a l s  i n  t h i s  
gChange i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

mCategar ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

c o u r t .  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Pennsylvania Courts,  1976 Annual Report  and 1977 Annual Report  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pennsylvania).  
are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t s  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

S t a t i s t i c s  
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PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

564 courts, 564 justices of the peace 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civild: 
la": 
Civil complaints ............................................. N/A 151,672 142,612 N/A - 

Total civil ..................................................... NIA 151,672 142,612 6 / A  

CKi!dMld: 
Ordinance violations: 

Felony preliminary : 

Other criminal: 

Non-trafEic citations ........................................ N/A 214,570 205,475 N/A 

Misdeneanor/felany complaintsj ............................... N/A 102,041 103,792 NIB 

Summary complaints ........................................... 121,708 108,723 N/A 
Total criminal .................................................. N/A 438,319 417,990 N/A 

Traffic: - 
Total traffic ................................................... NIA 1,105,175 1,098,190 N/A 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... NIB 1,695,166 1,658,792 B I A  

Gon-jury triald 
Civil ................................ 34,241 
Criminal ............................. 194,815 
Total ................................. 229,056 

Criminal dispositions 
Ordinance violations and other criminal: 
Guilty plea ......................... 193,812 
Acquitted ........................... 39,557 
Trial conviction .................... 28,012 
Substantive defective ............... 2,380 
Withdrawn ........................... 42,513 

Dismissed ........................... 24,442 
Bound over .......................... 35,852 
Preliminary hearing waived .......... 18,551 

Felony preliminary: 

Civil dispositions 
Settled ........................ 33,004 
Default judgment ............... 62,707 
Withdrawn ...................... 2,978 

Guilty plea .................... 878,696 
Acquitted ...................... 90.853 
Trial conviction ............... 36,393 
Substantive defective .......... 8.440 
Withdrawn ...................... 48,277 

Traffic dispositions 

Woldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A 3 This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

%ase definitions or unit of count. 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment, or  complaint. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). 

Misdemeanoe/felany complaints include misdemeanor and felony preliminary cases. 
jExpLanation of data included in the category: 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC COURT, PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 6 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End 
pending Beginning- pending Filed Disposed 

Trafficd: - ___ 
................................................... Total traffic NfA 1,653,121 965,2 74 N/A 

...................................................... Grand total NIA 1,653,121 965,274 N/h 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
81.4 -This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase deEinition or  unit of count: 
The traefic case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been ComDuted where necessai-v. 

PITTSBURGH TRAFFIC MAGISTRATES. PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court; 6 magistrates and 1 Housing Court judge serve 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled by the Pittsburgh Traffic Magistrates for 1976. 

3 3 2  



Puerto Rico court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT I 7 iustices 
Jurisdiction: - Reviews judgments and decisions I of Court of First Instance*. and 
cases on appeal or review before 
the Superior Court. 

- Reviews rulings of the Registrar 
of Property and rulings of certain 
administrative agencies. I 

t - -  - 
SUPERIOR COURT* (1 1) 
89 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $10,000, actions 

in connection with taxes, eminent 
domain, and divorce. 

- Felonies and misdemeanors (except 
those vested in, Distrjct Court). 

- Cases concerning minors. 
- Review rulings of administrative 

agencies (except those reviewable 
by Supreme Court). 

Jury trials in criminal cases; non- 
jury in criminal and civil. 

t 98 DISTRICT judges COURT* (38) 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil acfions under 510,000, except 

those matters in which cognizance is 

and violations 
of municipal ordinances. 

iven to the Superior Court. 

No juy  trials; non-jury in criminal 
and civil. 

- 8  ertain ' misdemeanors ' 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
25 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil investigations, summonses. 
- Probable cause hearings search 
warrants, summonses, warrants of 
imprisonment, warrants to 
release from jail, and bails. 

No trials. 

* The Court of First Instance consists of two divisions: 
the Superior Court and the District Court. 

I 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
25 judaes 
Jurkdiction: 
- Civil investigations, summonses. 
- Probable cause hearings, search 
warrants, summonses, warrants of 
irnprisonment, warrants to release 
from jail, and bails. Violations 
of municip.31 ordinances. Accepts 
guilty pleas. 

Indicates route of appeal. 
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POERTU- BICO SUPRWE COURT 
hurt of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1. 1975 to Jmre 30. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filedj Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Agency appehs: 
Industrial Commission ...................................... 
Governmental ............................................... 
Labor Relations Board ...................................... 
Board of Electors .......................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Dissolution of corporation ................................. 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other appeals: 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Habeas corpus .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
Quo warranto ............................................... 
Writ of prohibition ........................................ 
Certifications ............................................. 
Professional conduct ....................................... 
Bringing of charge ......................................... 
Total ...................................................... 
Certiorari ................................................. 
Certiorari rule 19.1 (a) ................................... 
Civil reviews .............................................. 

Total ....................................................... 
Total other cases ............................................. 

Total cases ..................................................... 

Requests to appeal: 

14 
5 

7 
4 
4 
3 

18 

5 
42 
. 

0 
1 
4 
0 
0 
9 
2 
16 

69 
7 

235 
311 
327 
. 

40 
186 

40 
9 

I1 
13 
73 

0 
299 
. 

15 
17 
0 
2 
2 
12 
0 
48 

423 
8 

426 
857 
905 
. 

37 
36 

40 
11 
10 
15 
76 

0 
149 
. 

13 
17 
0 
2 
2 
7 
2 
43 

419 
15 
497 
931 
974 
. 

17 
155 

7 
2 
5 
1 
15 

5 
192 
. 

2 
1 
4 
0 
0 

14 
0 
21 

73 
0 

164 
237 
258 
. 

369 1.204 1. 123 450 
Manner of disposition Disposition of cases 

Opinion .............. 78 Affirmed ............. 61 
Per curiam ........... 41 Reversed ............. 200 
Without opinion I .  004 Modified ............. 93 

Dismissed ............ 52 
Writ denied .......... 648 

...... 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by NCSP . 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed figures include MW filings and restored cases . 
Source: Office of Court Administration. Annual Report 1975-1976 (Hato Rey. Puerto Rico: 1977) . Translation assistance was provided by the 

office of court administration . Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary . 
PUERTU RICO SUPERIOR COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
11 districts. 89 judges 

July 1 . 1975 tu June 30 . 1976 .. 
End 

pending Filedj Disposed Beginning 
pendiw 

mild: 
Low: 
Debt collections ............................................. 
Wages ........................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Torts ........................................................ 
Contract executions .......................................... 
Contract ratification ........................................ 
bote cancellation ............................................ 
Specific performance to contract ............................. 
Contract cancellations ....................................... 
Action of nulliEication ...................................... 
Affidavits revision .......................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Property ..................................................... 
Transfer of farm title ....................................... 
Claim of rights .............................................. 
Expropriation ................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Divorce ...................................................... 
Other domestic relations ..................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Taxes ........................................................ 
Dissolution of corporation or firm ........................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Other special proceedingsj ................................... 
License to bear arms ......................................... 
Disability ................................................... 
Other actionsj ............................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Extraordinary writs ............................................ 

Unclassified tort: 

Contract: 

Property rights: 

Domestic relations: 

Administrative: 

Other civil: 

Total civil ...................................................... 

3 .  687 
358 

4. 045 

9. 801 

28 
3 

I29 
207 
91 
162 

1 
62 1 

4. 419 
3 

170 
3. 802 
8. 394 

13. 581 
5. 684 
19. 265 

225 
26 

251 

3 .  210 
3 .  733 

48 
2. 253 
9. 244 

(J) 
1,615 

53.236 

2. 220 
116 

2. 336 

3. 755 

20 
I 

157 
93 
38 
64 
0 

373 

4. 632 
2 

496 

13. 613 

19. 707 
5. 768 
25. 475 

181 
8 

189 

830 
29. 385 

48 
1. 030 
31. 293 

8. 483 

(j) 
1,442 

78.476 

3. 107 
163 

3. 270 

5. 230 

25 
3 

159 
129 
62 
88 

I 
467 

4.735 
2 

359 
8. 523 
13. 619 

2.800 
311 

3.111 

8. 326 

23 
1 

127 
171 
67 
138 
0 

527 

4. 316 
3 

307 
3. 762 
8. 388 

23. 114 IO. 174 
6. 481 4. 971 
29. 595 15. 145 

158 
15 
173 

248 
19 
267 

960 3. 080 
28.979 4. 139 

65 31 

31. 285 9. 252 
1. 281 2 .  002 

(j) (j) 
l,ssz 1,205 

46. 221 
(Continued on next page) 

85. 491 
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Puer to  Rico Super ior  Court (cont inued)  

Criminald 
Felony ......................................................... 14,148 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 11,653 
Felony pre l iminary :  

Pre l iminary  h e a r i n g  .......................................... 463 
Appeals a ........................................................ 

15,077 
10,394 

860 a 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 26,264 26,331 

J u v e n i l e d  : 

14,361 
13,487 

904 a 
28,752 

Delinquency: 
Charges ...................................................... 2,474 6,215 5,830 

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 2,474 6,215 5,830 

14,8698 
8,5558 

3 
019 

23,843 

2.859 
2,859 

Grand t o t a l  ....................................................... 81,974 111,022 120,073 72,923 

T r i a l d  
N z r y  

civi1m ......... 6,099 
Crimtna l  ..... 627 5,371 

T o t a l  ......... 627 11.470 

Cases disposed i n  
less than  
3 months 

c i v i l  ........ 45,559 

less than  
1 month 

Cr imina l  ..... 402 

l e s s  than  
I month 

J u v e n i l e  ..... 211 

6 months 

3 t o  6 
months 
1,103 

I t o  2 
months 

475 

I t o  2 
months 
1 ,420  
- 

T o t a l  
6,099 
5,998 

12,097 

6 t o  9 
months 

350 

2 t o  3 
months 

695 

2 t o  3 
months 
1,023 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

S e t t l e d  ....................... 4,296 
Dismissed ..................... 23,958 
Transfer red  ................... 1.924 
Uncontested ................... 41.273 

Crimina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
G u i l t y  p l e a  ................... 
T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n  .............. 
T o t a l  c o n v i c t i o n  .............. 
Acqui t ted  ..................... 
Dismissed ..................... 
T r a n s f e r r e d  ................... 
Probable cause  found .......... 
No probable cause  found ....... 

10,306 
2,467 

12,773 
3.531 
9,066 
2,213 

300 
367 

Time i n t e r v a l  (months) 

9 t o  1 2  12 t o  18 18  t o  24 24 months 
months months months and over 

115 120 42 83 
- - - _ _ _  

3 t o  4 4 t o  5 5 t o  6 6 t o  9 9 t o  12  12 t o  18 
months months months months months months 

678 651 503 1,116 645 493 
- - - _ _ - -  

3 t o  4 4 t o  5 5 t o  6 6 t o  7 7 t o  10 10 t o  13 
months months months months months months 

441 204 111 60 63 32 
- - - _ _ - -  

Age of pending cases 

6 months I t o  2 2 t o  3 3 t o  4 4 t o  5 5 t o  6 6 t o  7 7 Years 
t o  1 year  years years years years years and over 

7,740 7.620 4,813 2,744 2,055 1,157 1,301 
3,394 4,710 2,374 1,389 1 ,038  663 372 625 

18 months 
and over  

340 

13 t o  19 19 t o  25 25 months 
months months and over 

27 20 45 
--- 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

-- = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of charges.  
The j u v e n i l e  case u n i t  of count is t h e  number of charges  f i l e d .  
A t r i a l  i s  counted i f  t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or decis ion .  

F i g u r e s  are as r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  annual  r e p o r t .  

F i l e d  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  o r i g i n a l  f i l i n g s ,  t r a n s f e r s ,  and reopened cases .  
Appeals a r e  inc luded  accord ing  t o  t h e  c a s e  type.  

There were 147 c i v i l  appea ls  and 480 c r i m i n a l  appea ls  f i l e d .  
Other s p e c i a l  proceedings i n c l u d e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of h e i r ,  c o n f i s c a t i o n ,  permission of l a w ,  and recovery.  
Other a c t i o n s  inc lude  d e c l a r a t i o n  of p r i v a t e  t i t l e ,  n u l l i t y  of f r a u d u l e n t  t r e s p a s s ,  and supplementary o r d e r s  i s s u e d  t o  impugn the document. 

C iv i l  non-jury t r i a l s  a r e  t h e  number of c o n t e s t e d  cases concluded. 

gChange i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between filings and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

JExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

The number of a p p e a l s  f i l e d  i n  each ca tegory  was  g iven ,  but t h e  number of d i s p o s i t i o n s  
and pendings could not be separa ted .  

mCategor ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source: O f f i c e  of Court Adminis t ra t ion ,  Annual Report  1975-1976 (Hato b y ,  Puer to  R i m :  1977).  T r a n s l a t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e  was provided by t h e  
o f f i c e  of c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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PUERTO RICO DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

38 courts, 98 Judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 

P 

End 
pending Filedj Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civild: 
Law: 
Debt collections ............................................. 
wages ........................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Torts ........................................................ 
Property ..................................................... 
Family relations ............................................. 
Taxes ........................................................ 
Special proceedings .......................................... 
Other ........................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 

Unclassified tort: 

Property rights: 

Domestic relations: 

Administrative: 

Other civil: 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Crirninald: 
Misdemeanor : 

Ordinance violations: 

Felony preliminary: 

Criminal categories .......................................... 
Infractions of municipal ordinances except traffic ........... 
Preliminary hearing .......................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Grand total ...................................................... 

Triald * Non-jury Total - 
civi1m ........ 2,311 2,311 

Criminal dispositions 
Uisdemeanor. ordinance violations: 

18,721 
53 1 

19,252 

1,946 

370 

482 

8 

1,343 
814 

2,157 

24,215 

11,728 

263 

6,621 

18,612 

33,426 
968 

34,394 

2,035 

561 

2,869 

11 

5,561 
1,266 
6,827 

46,697 

46,170 

840 

20,906 

67,916 

34,601 
879 

35,480 

2,056 

569 

2,586 

12 

5,305 
1,252 
6,557 

47,260 

44,007 

895 

20,554 

65,456 

21,755 234,719 231,112 

17,546 
620 

18,166 

1,925 

362 

765 

7 

1,599 
828 

2,427 

23,652 

13,891 

208 

6,973 

21,072 

___ 
25,362 

Guilty plea ........................ 15,208 
Trial conviction ................... 3,300 
Total conviction ................... 18,508 
Acquitted .......................... 8,253 
Dismissed .......................... 17,219 
Transferred ........................ 922 

Probable cause found ............... 11.097 
Acquitted .......................... 3,219 
Nolle prosequi ..................... 2,987 
Transferred to Superior Court ...... 530 
Dismissed .......................... 1,333 

Preliminary hearing: 

64,582 349,332 343,828 70,086 

Civil dispositions 
Settled ...................... 1,438 
Dismissed .................... 24,708 
Transferred .................. 1,217 

Traffic dispositions 
Guilty d e a  ................. 169.787 . .  
Trial conviction ............ 2; 727 
Total conviction ............ 172,514 * 
Acquitted ................... 6,991 
Dismissed ................... 20,319 
Transferred ................. 31,288 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. -- 3 :Jot applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or  decision. 

Filed figures include original filings, transfers, aud reopened cases. 

Civil non-jury trials are the number of contested civil cases concluded by trial. 

jExplsnation of data included i n  the category: 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Office of Court Administration, Annual Report 1975-1976 (Hato Rey, Puerto Rico: 1977). Translation assistance was provided by the 
office of court administration. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PUEBTO RICO JUSTICES OF TBE PEACE 
burt of limited jurisdiction 

25 judges 
July 1, 1975 to Juoe 30. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

- Civild: - - __ 

Total civil ..................................................... N/A N/A 6,166 N/A 

Criminald: 
Felony preliminary: 
Probable cause ............................................... N/A N/A 67,2673 - N/A 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A NIA 67,267 N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A N/A 

Criminal dispositions 
No probable cause ............... 17,666 
Referred to Superior Court ...... 12,818 
Referred to District Court ...... 36,783 

73.433 N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

Probable cause dispositions are determinations for both felony and misdemeanor cases. 

Source: Office of Court Administration, Annual Report 1975-1976 (Hato Rey, PueKtO Rico: 1977). Translation assistance was provided by the 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

office of court administration. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PUEB'KI RICO NUNICIPL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

25 judg- 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Civild: 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Crimina1d: 

Felony preliminary: 
Probable cause ............................................... 

Total criminal .................................................. 

- 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

- 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

- 
1,191 

9,169j 

9,169 

- 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A N/A 10,360 N/A 

Criminal dispositions 
No probable cause ................ 2,779 
Referred to Superior Court ....... 1,263 
Referred to District Court ....... 5,127 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is  the number of charges. 

Probable cause dispositions are determinations for both felony and misdemeanor cases. 
jExplanatian of data included in the category: 

Source: Office of Court Administration Annual Report 1975-1976 (Hato Rey, Puerto Rico: 1977). Translation assistance was provided by the 
office of court administration. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

P - - 
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Rhode Island court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Final civil and criminal appellate jurisdiction. 

Appeals - 
SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
17judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions over $5,000, equity, condemnations, 

. Extradition. Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 

. Zoning Board appeals. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

naturalization. 

de novo 
a- Certiorori - 

Appeals -i 

FAMILY COURT (4) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, nonsupport, paternity. 
. Adult crimes against juveniles. 

Juvenile delinquency, dependency, mental health, 
and traffic. 

DISTRICT COURT(8) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions under$5,000, small claims under8500, 

. Violation offenses, misdemeanors, felony arraign- 

- Administrative agency appeals. 
No jury trials. 

mental health. Housing code violations. 

ments. 

MUNICIPAL COURT(2) 
Jurisdiction: 
. Misdemeanors, municipal ordinance violations, 

No jury trials. 
traffic. 

t 
PROBATE COURT (39) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. General probate jurisdiction adult cases relating to 

juveniles, non-support, paternity, adoption, and 
guardianship. 

i Indicates route of appeal. 
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RHODB ISLAND SUPREHE COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
October 1, 1975 t o  September 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil: 
civil ...................................................... 
Family Court ............................................... 
Total ....................................................... 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Agency appeals: 
. Workmen's compensation ..................................... 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Original proceediags: 
Habeas corpus .............................................. 
Bar disciplinary ........................................... 
Miscellaneous petitions .................................... 
Total ........................................................ 
Certiorari ................................................. 

Total other cases ............................................. 
Requests to appeal: 

X 146 
35 
181 

61  

X X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- 16 

258 
- X 

X 
- X 

X 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
- - 

31 
3 

14 
48 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

105 
153 
- X 

X 
- X 

X 
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 355 4 1 1  319 447 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 
Arbitrator appointments ...................................... 0 
Petitions on bar exams ....................................... 0 ......................................................... 0 Total 

Total other Proceedings ......................................... 0 

- 
10 
1 

11 - 
10 
1 

I 1  - 
0 
0 
0 

0 

- 
11 11 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion .............. 153 
Dismissal/withdrawal ......... 82 
Order of COUKt ............... 4 
Rule 16(g) granted ........... 12 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary, 1976 (Providence, Rhode Island). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the office of the COUKt 
administrator. 

Statistics are from the annual report 
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 counties, 17 justices 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning End 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Civild: 
Other civil: 
Civil ........................................................ 
Miscellaneous petitions ...................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Probate appeals .............................................. 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Appeals: 

Criminald: 
Felony: 
Indictments .................................................. 

Mademeanor .................................................... 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Total criminal .................................................. 

&/A 
NIA 
KIA 

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
NIA 

5,799 
882 

6,681 

52 

6,733 

- 

2,159 
708h 
4101 

3,277 

N/A 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
KIA 
N /A 

KIA 

- 

Grand total ...................................................... NIA 10,010 NIA KIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
XIA F This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dcvse definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition o r  complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count i s  the number of indictments. 

"igure was computed: 
Misdemeanor filing f igure was obtained by subtracting the number of appeals of District Court cases frou the total number of cases 
transferred to the Superior Court f rom the District Court. Thcse misdemeanor cases are transferred to the Superior Court for jury trial. 

lSpecia1 source or revision in data: 
Criminal appeals filing figure was obtained from District Court data. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary, 1976 (Providence, Rhode Island). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. - 

RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

8 divisions, 13 judges 
Januarv 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

~~ - 
End 

pending Filed Disposed Beginning 
pending 

Civil+ 
L a w :  
Civil ........................................................ KIA 

Small claims ................................................... N I A  - 
19,964 15,4311 
9,062 6 , 3 1 9 3  

NIA 
N/A 

Total civil ..................................................... N/A 29,026 21,750j NIA 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanori ................................................... N/A 
Felony preliminary ............................................. N/A - 

22,365 
6,392 __ 

22,081 
6,108 - 

NIA 
NIA - 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A 28,757 28,189 X l A  

Traffic : - - __ __ 
Total traffic ................................................... (i) (i) (i) (i) 

Grand totali ..................................................... N/A 57,7831 49,939iI N/A 

Nan-jury triald Criminal (felony preliminary) dispositions 
Civil ............... 2,947 Probable cause found ........ 2,825 
Criminal ............ 9,420 No probable cause ........... 765 
Total ................ 12,367 Dismissal ................... 2,300 

At arraignment .............. 218 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA = This case type is  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of aunt: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or Complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement o r  the introduction of any evidence occurs. Criminal trials include 
changed pleas. 

iData are  not complete: 
Misdemeanor and grand total figures do not include motor vehicle violations handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the 

Traffic (motor vehicle) violations handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the Department of Transportation are not included. 
Traffic cases nor: handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division are displayed as misdemeanors. 

Civil law disposition figure was assumed to be the sum of trials and judgments after default. 
Small claims disposed were assuned to be the sum of small claims hearings, defaults, and settlements. 

Department of Transportation. 

IExplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary, 1976 (Providence, Rhode Island). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during verification by the office Of 
the court administrator. 
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N O D E  ISLAND FAMILY COURT 
Court of U n i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

4 c o u n t i e s ,  9 judges 
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

- 
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed 

c i v i l d :  
Doneetic r e l a t i o n s :  

Absolute d i v o r c e  ............................................. 
Bed and board ................................................ 
Other d i s p o s i t i o n s  of above .................................. 
N o n s u p p r t  of minor c h i l d r e n  ................................. 
Bastardy ..................................................... 
P a t e r n i t y  .................................................... 
Change of name ............................................... 
Other ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 

Adoptions .................................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
m f d M l d :  

Other  C r i m i n a l :  
Neglect of c h i l d r e n  .......................................... 
Neglect t o  send c h i l d r e n  t o  school  ........................... 
Contr ibut ing  t o  delinquency of a minor ....................... 
Bat te red  c h i l d r e n  (by f a t h e r )  ................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

T r a f f i c :  
Other t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  

J u v e n i l e  ..................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

Juveni le :  
Delinqueacy : 

Dependency and neglec t :  
Waywardldelinquent ........................................... 
Dependency and n e g l e c t  ....................................... 
Diver ted  t o  Youth Divers ionary  Uni t  .......................... 
Bat te red labused  c h i l d r e n  ..................................... 
Termination of p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  ............................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Child marr iages  .............................................. 
Other ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

Other  Juveni le :  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 

N/A 
N I A  

N/A 
N / A  
N / A  
N / A  
N I A  
N I A  

NIA 

N/A 
N I A  

N I A  
NIA 
N / A  
N / A  

N/A 
N / A  

N/A 
N I A  

4,396 
33 1 

348 
4 
7 

14 
2 

13 

-- 

5,115 

5,115 

4 
3 
3 
2 

12 

12 

- 

2,545 
39 

221 
N / A  
N/A 
N / A  
N / A  
N I A  
N I A  

2,8051 

2,80Si 

N / A  
N / A  
NIA 
NIA 
N / A  
N/A 
N/A 
N / A  
N I A  
N /A 

N/A 

- 

N / A  N / A  
N I A  N / A  
N I A  NIA 
N / A  N / A  

NIA N/A - 
N I A  NIA 

- 697 N/A 
697 N / A  

N/ A 

N I A  

- 

N/A 4,993 N/A N / A  

N/A 
N I A  
N / A  
N/A 
N I A  

N I A  
N/A 

269 
908 

71 
I l l  

1,348 

69 
26 
95 

6,436 
- 

N / A  
N I A  
N / A  
N / A  
N I A  

N I A  
N / A  
N I A  

3K- 

N / A  
N I A  
N / A  
N / A  
N / A  

N / A  
N / A  

N / A  12 ,260  2,805i N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  = This case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  -_ = Not a p p l i c a b l e .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of c o m t  is t h e  number of ind ic tments  or complaints.  

T o t a l  domestic r e l a t i o n s .  t o t a l  c i v i l ,  and grand t o t a l  disposed f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  a l l  t h e  r e p o r t e d  case c a t e g o r i e s .  
bats a r e  not complete:  

D i s p o s i t i o n s  were 
r e p o r t e d  f o r  a b s o l u t e  d ivorce  and bed and board only.  

Source: Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cour ts ,  Report on t h e  J u d i c i a r y ,  1976 (Providence, b o d e  I s l a n d ) .  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from the  annual r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

M O D E  ISLAND MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

2 c o u r t s  
January  1. 1976 t o  D e c e m b e r  31, 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  for cases handled in t h e  Municipal Co--* f o r  1976. The Municipal Cour ts  are l o c a l  c o u r t s  opera ted  
independent ly  by two c i t i e s .  

P - 
BtIODE ISLAND PROBATE COURT 

Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
39 courts. 39 judges  

January  1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled in t h e  Probate  Court f o r  1976. The Probate  Court f u n c t i o n  is handled by independent probate  
Judges chosen and paid by each of t h e  3 9  c i t i es  and towns. 



South Carolina court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Appellate jurisdiction over all cases 
originating in Circuit, Family, or 
County Courts. 

I 

1 

CIRCUIT COURT (1 6) 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions over $100 (may vary to $1,000). - Felonies, misdemeanors (except if heard in 

-Juvenile (if no Family Court). 
Jury trials. 

inferior courts). 

FAMILY COURT (1 6) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: - family sup ort and protection. 
Adoption, cfvo&e. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over 
delinquent, neglected, or 
abandoned children. 

PROBATE COURT (46) 
Jurisdiction: 
-Estates, business of minors and 

-Juvenile (if no Family Court). 
No jury trials. 

incompetents, guardians, trustees, 
mental commitments. 

1 

- 
COUNTY COURT (8) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: - Civil actions under $7,qOO (but 
may vary to $25,000). divorce, 
adoptions. - Some accept guilty pleas, some heal 
certain felonies. 

Jury trials. 

CIVIL AND CRIMINAL 
COURT (11) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: - Law and equity under $1 ,OW (but 
may vaty to $3oo,OOO). - Some have limited criminal 
jurisdiction; others hear all but 
serious felonies (sentence less than 
10 years). 

Jury trials. 

t 
t I 

MUNICIPAL COURT (82) 
82 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

MAGISTRATES COURT 

322 magistrates 
(322) 

- Municipal ordinance violations, 
criminal with fine less than $100 and 
sentence less than 30 days. 

Jury trials. 

Jurisdiction: - Law and landlord-tenant under $200 
(but may vary to $1,000). 

-Criminal with fine less than $200 or 
sentence less than 30 days. Felony 
preliminaries. No criminal jurisdiction 

I if there is a County Court. 
Jury trials. I 

t Indicates route of appeal 
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SOUTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

P End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
c i V d  ....................................................... 98 226 178 
Criminall: 
Criminal ................................................... 22 162 143 
Postconviction ............................................. 2 15 13 
Total ....................................................... 24 156 177 

334 
- - - 

Total appeals ................................................. 122 403 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original proceedings ....................................... 0 
Habeas corpus .............................................. 0 
Disciplinary ............................................... 0 
Total ....................................................... 0 

Total other cases ............................................. 0 
........................................... - Requests to appeal 

3 
0 

10 
13 

13 
- 

3 
0 
8 

11 

11 
- 

146 

41 
4 

45 
191 
- 

0 
0 
2 
2 
- 

Total cases ..................................................... 122 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 0 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 0 

- 

416 

31 

31 

- 

345 

31 

31 

- 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion .............. 149 
Per curiam ................... 51 
Memorandum ................... 126 
Dismissal/withdrawal ......... 19 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ..................... 223 
Reversed ..................... 18 
Reversed and remanded ........ 38 
Affirmed and remanded ........ 13 
Remanded ..................... 1 
Other ........................ 52 

I93  

0 

0 

- 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. 
]Explanation of data included i n  the category: 

The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 

Civil appeals include regular and Rule 29 appeals. 
Criminal appeals include regular and "no merit" appeals. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

SOUTIl CAROLINA CIBCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

16 circuits, 25 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civild: 

Total civil ..................................................... 22,215 25,377 32,214 15,7968 
- - - - 

Criminald: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 
Criminal1 .................................................... 1?,128 28,548 27,193 12,4158 

Total criminalj ................................................. 11,128 28 ,548  27 ,193  12,4158 

Grand total1 ..................................................... 33,343 53 ,925  59,407 28,2118 

Triald 
civil .................. 795 

Civil dispositions 
Settlement ...................... 1,916 
Voluntary dismissal ............. 5,922 
Involuntary dismissal/nonsuit ... 1,358 
Default ......................... 4,870 
Transfer ........................ 465 
Final order ..................... 7,051 

~~ ~ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
dCase definition o r  unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments. 
A trial is counted if the case is concluded by trial, and judgment on the verdict has been rendered and filed. 

Figures are as reported in the unpublished data. 

Criminal data for felonylmisdemeanor. total criminal, and grand total include the criminal cases handled in the County Court and Civil and 

%hang= in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Criminal Court. 
Source: Unpublished data provided by the South Carolina court administration office and South Carolina office of the attorney general. 

Statistics are from unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. - 
3 4 3  



SOUTH CAROLINA COUNTY COURT AND CIVIL AND CRIUINAL COURT 
Cour t  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

8 c o u r t s .  8 judges; 11 c o u r t s ,  11 judges  
Januarv  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 . -  

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed pending 

c i v i l d :  - - - - 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 15,183 23,065 22,871 14,4068 

Criminald: 
- - - - 

Total' c r i m i n a l  .................................................. ( k )  (k)  (k)  (k) 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 15,183 23,065 22,871 14,4068 

T r i a l d  - 
civil ................... 587 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Se t t lement  ...................... 1,287 
Voluntary d i s m i s s a l  ............. 2,931 

Defaul t  ......................... 7,778 
Transfer  ........................ 296 
Final o r d e r  ..................... 5,324 

Involuntary  d i s m i s s a l l n o n s u i t  ... 1,086 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of ind ic tments .  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  t h e  c a s e  i s  concluded by t r i a l ,  and judgment on t h e  v e r d i c t  has  been rendered  and f i l e d .  

F igures  aKe a s  repor ted  i n  t h e  unpublished d a t a .  

Pending, f i l e d ,  and d isposed  f i g u r e s  f o r  t o t a l  c r i m i n a l  a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court  d a t a  c h a r t .  

gChange in pending does not e q u a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

kAddi t iona l  in format ion:  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  South Caro l ina  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  
t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

P 

SOUTH CAROLINA FdMILY COURT 
Caurt  of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

16 c o u r t s ,  20 judgesC 
Januarv  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

I .  - 
End 

pending Beginning F i l e d  Disposed 
pending 

Civ i ld :  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Divorce ...................................................... 
Legal s e p a r a t i o n  ............................................. 
Annulment .................................................... 
Custody ...................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 
A l l  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  ......................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

suppor t  ...................................................... 

T r a f f i c :  
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  

J u v e n i l e  ..................................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

J w e u i l e :  
Delinquency: 

Delinquency .................................................. 
Felony ....................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................. 
Drug l a w  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Mental commitment ............................................ 
Habeas carpus  ................................................ 
Other  ........................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

Other  jwenile: 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

B,sso 
9,850 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

28,303 

28,303 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

- 

7,348 
916 
156 

3,083 
7,678 
1,134 
4,466 
24,781 

24,781 

1,436 

1,436 

3,132 
2,871 
2,987 

592 
9,582 

25 
22 

1,072 
1,119 

10,701 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

14,078g 

14,0788 

X 

X 

- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

__ 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 11.979 42,245 36,918 17,572g 

EoldEace headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  in  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
cJudge informat ion:  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  

8Change i n  pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s .  

Source: Cnpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  South Caro l ina  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e .  S t a t i s t i c s  were from t h e  unpublished d a t a  except t h a t  

Five judge p o s i t i o n s  were found t o  be  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  bu t  were later r e i n s t a t e d .  

A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  

F i g u r e s  are a s  repor ted  i n  t h e  unpublished d a t a .  

t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary .  
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SOUTH CAROLINA HAGISTBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

322 courts, 322 magistrates 
Januery 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Civi1d: 
la": 
civil N/A 94,758 87,272 ........................................................ 

Total civil ..................................................... NfA 94,758 87,272 

CrimiMld: 

* 
NIA 

nisdemeanor: 

F-lony preliminary: 
Non-traffic .................................................. NfA 52,283 X NfA 

Preliminary hearings - ......................................... NfA 18,263 18,367 N/A 
Total criminal .................................................. NfA 70,546 X Nf A 

Traffic: 
DWI/DuI: 

Other traffic ViOlatiOM: 
Driving under the influence .................................. 
Other ........................................................ N/A 

Total traffic ................................................... NIA 

NIA 10,419 

375,343 

385,762 

X 

X 

X 

- 
NfA 

N/A 
NfA 

Grand total ...................................................... NIA 551,066 541,985 NIA 

Triald 
% !%!?&f 

Civil ................ 
Criminal and traffic . 2,565 433,781 436,346 
Total ................. 2,656 520,962 523,618 

Criminal (felony preliminary) dispositions 

Bound over ................ 12,397 
Discharged ................ 5,970 

Preliminary hearing: 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NfA - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition OK complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments. 
A trial is counted if the case is concluded by jury, and judgment on the verdict has been rendered and filed. All cases not concluded by jury 
trial are considered non-jury trials. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the South Carolina court administration office. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

SOUTH CAROLINA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

46 eoarts 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available far cases handled in the Probate Court for 1976. 

SOUTH CAROLINA MLINICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1976. 
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South Dakota court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT I 5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appellate jurisdiction. Original and 

remedial writs. I 

CIRCUIT COURT (9) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions, domestic relations, 
probate. 
. Felonies, misdemeanors. 
.Juvenile. 
Administrative appeals 
Jury trials. 

Division of Circuit Court 
10 full-time and 10 part-time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions under $1,000. 

. Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

LAWYER MAGISTRATES - 

Small claims, mental health. 

preliminary hearings. Committing 
magistrate, search warrant, arrest 
warrant. Serve as coroner. 

Jury trials. 

LAY MAGISTRATES - 
32 magistrates and 65 clerklmagistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions and small claims under 
$500 (unconlested). 

- Guilty pleas for misdemeanors and 
ordinance violations. Preliminary 
hearings, search warrant. arrest warrant 
Serve as coroner. 

Division of Circuit Court 

No jury Iriais. 

Indicates route of appeal. k 
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SOUTH DAKOTA SuDBEllE COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 j u e t i c e e  
January  1. 1976 to  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other cases :  
Original procediogs: 

Habeas corpus .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ................................................ 
Bail ....................................................... 
writs ...................................................... 
C e r t i f i c a t e  of probable cause .............................. 
Execution s t a y  ............................................. 
Attorney  suspens ion  ........................................ 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
P e t i t i o n  f o r  allowance of a p p e a l  ........................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 
Bequests to appeal:  

2 3 4 f h  

NfA 
N f A  
NfA 
NfA 
NIA 
N I A  
N f A  
N I A  
N f A  

2 
N f A  

i 5 5 e  

X 
X 
X 
x 
X 
X 
X 
1 

15 

24 
39 

- 
223 

I 
2 
5 
5 
I 
1 
2 
1 

18 

ia ( 4 ~  
m e  

- 
270 

N f A  
NIA 
N I A  
N f A  
N I A  
N f A  
NIA 
N f A  
N f A  

N/A 
N f A  

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

234f i  294 (4)e  259 (4)e  270i 

2h 23 22  3 

2h 23 22 3 

- - 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  
Opinion .... 15Zm Remanded ....................... I 

Orders d i smiss ing  appea ls  ...... 70 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This  case  type is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type are known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

eCases not inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double  count ing:  
P e t i t i o n s  fo r  allowance of appea l  gran ted  a r e  not counted as disposed u n t i l  t h e  a p p e a l  is disposed; a f i l i n g  is not counted for t h e  

appeal. These gran ted  p e t i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  numbers appear ing  in parentheses .  
fgeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 Court  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
hFigure  was computed: . 

'Data ace not complete: 

mCategor ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  d a t a :  

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  were computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and end pending da ta .  

T o t a l  c a s e s  pending do not inc lude  o r i g i n a l  proceedings  and r e q u e s t s  t o  appeal.  

There were 152 c a s e s  d isposed  by 131 opin ions .  

Source: Clerk ,  Supreme Court ,  monthly '"Business of t h e  Court" s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s  (unpublished).  Calendar year  t o t a l s  were computed from 
monthly r e p o r t s .  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  monthly r e p o r t s  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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SOUTH DAKOTA CIRCUIT COURTi 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

9 circuits, 36 judges  
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Beginning 
pending 

c i v i l d :  
law: 

C i v i l  judgement .............................................. 
Small  claims ................................................... 
DoiesLic r e l a t i o n s :  

Divorce ...................................................... 
Adoption ..................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Probate:  

Contested probate  ............................................ 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 
cr imina ld  : 

Felony ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
Juveni le :  

Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency ami n e g l e c t  ......................................... 
S t a t u s  of fenses :  

Child i n  need of s u p e r v i s i o n  ................................. 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

N J A  
N/A 

NJA 

N/A 

N/A 
N J A  

N / A  

N J A  

__ 

N/A 
N / A  

N J A  

- 

3,465 
86 

659 

4,210 

- 

4,565 
9,296 

2,405 
507 

2,912 

47 
619 

17,439 

2,556 
1p,722 

13,278 

3,337 
N/A 

635 

3,9721 

- 

N/A 
N/A 

NJA 
N/A 
N J A  

NJA 
N/A 

N / A  

N J A  
N/A 

N J A  

N I A  
N/A 

N/A 
N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... NIA 4,2101 34,6891 N I A  

T r i a l d  
Non-jury 

civi1m ........ % 489 600 
Cr imina l  ...... 281 633 914 

T o t a l  .......... 392 1,122 1,514 

C r i m i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
G u i l t y  p lea  .................... 8,623 
T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n  ............... 726 
Acqui t ted  ...................... 188 
Dismissa l  ...................... 1,828 
A t  p re l iminary  hear ing  ......... 1,913 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA = This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count: 
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  
Tne c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  number of in format ions  o r  ind ic tments .  
A ju ry  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted a t  t h e  point when an opening s ta tement  or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs .  

C i r c u i t  Court f i g u r e s  do not i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  t h e  Lay M a g i s t r a t e s  or Lawyer Magis t ra tes  Div is ion  of t h e  C i r c u i t  Court. 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  and grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s  do not  i n c l u d e  dependeocy and n e g l e c t  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
Grand t o t a l  f i l e d  f i g u r e  i n c l u d e s  j u v e n i l e  f i l i n g s  only.  

C i v i l  t r i a l  d a t a  i n c l u d e  only  t r i a l s  i n  c i v i l  judgment cases .  

iData a r e  not complete: 

mCategor ies  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  o r  t r i a l  da ta :  

Source: Court  Adminis t ra tor ' s  O f f i c e ,  "Combined 1975-1976 J u d i c i a l  Annual Report'' (unpublished).  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h i s  unpublished r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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Tennessee court system, 1976 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Hears only civil appeals. All civil 

except those to Supreme Court, 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears only criminal appeals. Cases 

(3) 
Workmen's compensation. 

under post-conviction procedure act, 
felonies, misdemeanors. I 

PROBATE 
COURT (7) 
2 judges, 

1 county judge, 5 
general session 
judges serve 

Jurisdiction: 
- Adrninstration of 

estates, probate of 
wills, guardianship. 

No jury trials. 

t'- I 

COUNTY 
COURT (95) 
81 judges. 
20 county chairmen 

Jurisdiction: 
- Probate,adrninistra- 

tion of estates, 
guardianship. 

-Juvenile ( i f  no 
Juvenile Court). 

No jury trials. 

()i Indicates route of appeal. 

JUVENILE 
COURT (16) 
6 juvenile, 7 general 
session, 1 trial justice, 
and 2 county judges 
serve. 
Jurisdiction: 
- Adults contributing 

to delinquency of 
minor. 

-Juvenile. 

t 
CRIMINAL 
COURT (1 2) 
25 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
. Felonies, 

misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT 
192 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance 

violations (fine less 
than $50, sentence 
less than 30 days). 

No jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (2) 
2 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil action under $3,000. 
- Misdemeanors (fine less than $50, 

No jury trial. 
sentence less than 1 year). 

GENERAL 
SESSIONS 
COURT (93) 
70 full-time and 44 

part-time judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under 
$3,oOO, landlord and 
tenant. Recovery of 
personal property to 
$7.500. Equity cases 
under $750. Some 
courts hear divorce, 
workmen's compen- 
sation. 

- Misdemeanors (fine 
less than $50, 
sentence less than 
1 year), felony pre- 
liminaries. - Some courts hear 
juvenile. 

No jury trial. 
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TENNESSEE SOPEEHE COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Civil : 
Law ......................................................... 
Equity ..................................................... 
Total civil ................................................. 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Requests t o  appeal: 
Certiorari: 
Civil .................................................... 
Criminal ................................................. 
Total ..................................................... 

Total other cases ............................................. 
Total cases ..................................................... 

NIA 
N/A 
NIA * 
N/A 
N I A  

104 (X)e 
128 (X)e 

258 
393 
651 
651 

X 
X 
X 
X 

308 

NIA 
NIA 
Nl A 
NIA 
NIA 
- 

NIA 
NlA 

NIA 
N/A 

NIA 897 (81)e 308 (81)ei N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Transferred ................. 33 
Opinion ..................... 244 

Disposition of appeals 
Dismissed ................... 20 
Remanded .................... 11 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
NIA - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
%ages not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Petitions far certiorari granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted far the appeal. These 
granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

iData are not complete: 
Total cases disposed do not include requests to appeal. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1976 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TENNBSSEE COURT OF APPEALSa 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisions, 9 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning End 
Disposed endi Filed ; 

Cases: 
Appea l s  : 
civil: ........................................................ x Law NIA 368 N/A ..................................................... X Equity N I A  323 NIA 
Probate .................................................... NIA 3 X - - 

Total appeals ................................................. TT 694 688 

Other cases: ........................................... - Requests to appeal 
Total other cases ............................................. 

Total cases ..................................................... NIP. 694 688 NIA 

Manner of disposition 
Opinion ................... 595 
Transferred ............... 18 

Disposition of appeals 
Dismissed ................... 71 
Remanded .................... 8 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 
NIA - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
This court has civil jurisdiction only. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1976 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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TENNBSSEE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALSa 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

3 d i v i s i o n s ,  9 judges 
January 1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending b F i l e d  Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Criminal ..................................................... NIA 
T o t a l  appea ls  .................................................. N/A 

- 

Other cases :  
Requests t o  a p p e a l  ........................................... - 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 

636 
636 
- 7 30 

730 
- N I A  

NIA 
- 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... NIA 636 730 N I A  

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Opinion ........................ 704 
Transfer red  .................... I 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  
Dismissed ...................... 25 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  - Not enough informat ion  is known. 
N I A  - This  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

aCourt  j u r i s a i c t i u n :  

The c a s e  ca tegory  may o r  may not  be handled by t h e  cour t .  

This c o u r t  has  c r i m i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  only. 

Source: Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Court of Tennessee,  1976 Annual Report  (Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

TENNESSBE CIRCUIT COURT AND CRIMINAL COURT 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

27 circuits, 55 judgesc; 12 circuits. 25 judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Auto t o r t  ...................................................... 
Non-auto t o r t  .................................................. 
P r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Condemnations ................................................ 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Divorce ...................................................... 
P e t i t i o n s  .................................................... 
Adoptions .................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Worhen's compensation ....................................... 
Miscellaneous ................................................ 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Adminis t ra t ive :  

Other  c i v i l :  

c I i m i M l d  : 
Felony ......................................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X - 
29 ,642fh  

1 6 , 9 4 3 f h  

6,656 
4 ,969  

537 

18,550 
7 ,403  

818 
26 ,771  

2 ,512  

5,912 

47,357 

22 ,001  
7,608 

29 ,609  

6 , 3 0 8  
5 ,465  

891 

19 ,754  
5 ,938  

774 
26 ,466  

2,505 

5,686 

47 ,321  

22,894 
7,404 

30 ,298  

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

29 ,678  

- 

12,290 
2 

16 ,254  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 46,585fh 76 ,966  77.619 45 ,932  

J u r y  t r i a l d  
c i v i l  ................. 2 ,532  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  in t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

=Judge informat ion:  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
The c i r c u i t  judges a l s o  hear  chancery c a s e s  i n  t h e  11 c o u n t i e s  wi th  no Chancery Court. 

A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of in format ions  o r  ind ic tments ,  
A ju ry  t r i a l  is counted when t h e  j u r y  i s  sworn. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year does not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year.  
hFigure  was computed: 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l e d ,  d i sposed ,  and end pending da ta .  

Source: Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Court of Tennessee,  1976 Annual Report  (Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  report 
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

3 5 1  



TENNESSEE LAW AND EQUITY COUBTb 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

5 c o u r t s ,  5 judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

C i v i l +  
Auto t o r t  ..................................................... 
Non-auto t o r t  ................................................. 
Cootrac t  ...................................................... 
Proper ty  r i g h t s :  

P a r t i t i o n s  .................................................. 
Land ........................................................ 
Condemnations ............................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Divorce ..................................................... 
P e t i t i o n s  ................................................... 
Adoptions ................................................... 

T o t a l  ........................................................ 
Conserva torsh ip  and probate  ................................. 
Workmen's compensation ...................................... 
Miscellaneous ............................................... 

T o t a l  c i v i l  .................................................... 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Probate:  

Aduin is t ra t ive :  

Other  c i v i l :  

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X - 
3,128fh 

End 
pending  

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

- 
3,434 

343 
195 
177 

181 
44 
34 
259 

2,120 
635 
191 

2,946 

170 

238 

519 - 
4,847 

341 
189 
144 

180 
51 
26 
257 

2,159 
599 
171 

2,929 

135 

223 

323 

4,541 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 3,128fh 4,847 4,541 3,434 

J u r y  t r i a l d  
C i v i l  ................. 96 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X * The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

b a r t i c u l a r  c o u r t  o r  KepOCting system informat ion:  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
Data f o r  s e p a r a t e  Equi ty  Courts i n  Dyer and Gibson Counties a r e  inc luded .  

A civil c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
A j u r y  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  is sworn. 

feeginning  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not e q u a l  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f a r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
hFigure  was computed: 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l e d ,  d i sposed ,  and end pending d a t a .  

Source: Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Court of Tennessee,  1976 Annual Report (Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee).  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  

TENNESSEE CBANCERY COURT 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

19 chancery d i v i s i o n s ,  27 c h a n c e l l o r s C  
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
C o n t r a c t  ....................................................... X 3.266 3.762 X 
P r o p e r t y  r i g h t s :  

Land c a s e s  ................................................... 
P a r t i t i o n s  ................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

D i v o r c e  ...................................................... 
P e t i t i o n s  .................................................... 
Adoptions .................................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Conserva torsh ip  and probate  .................................. 
Workmen's compensation ....................................... 
Hisce l laneous  ................................................ 

T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Probate:  

Adminis t ra t ive :  

Other c i v i l :  

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

17,110fh 

- 

1,092 
517 

1,609 

14,056 
2,622 
1,362 

18,040 

1,306 

1,972 

4,805 

30,998 

858 
475 

1,333 

13,262 
2,666 
1,421 
17,349 

1,186 

1,913 

4,748 

30,291 1 

X 

X 

7,817 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 17,110fh 30,998 30,291 17,817 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X = The da ta  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

CJudge l n f  ormation: 

dCvse d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  

f8eginning  pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
hFigure  was computed: 

C i r c u i t  judges hear chancery c a s e s  i n  1 1  c o u n t i e s  w i t h  no Chancery Court. 

A c i v i l  case  IS counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l e d ,  d i sposed ,  and end pending d a t a .  

Source: Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Court  of Tennessee, 1976 Annual Report  (Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee).  S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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TENNESSEE PROBATE COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

There were no data  avai lable  for cases handled in the  Probate Court fo r  1976. 

7 courts ;  2 judges, 1 county judge, and 5 general sesaiorm judges serve 

TENNFSSEE COUNTY COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

95 counties; 81 judges, and 20 county chairmen 
January 1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

There were no data  avai lable  fo r  cases handled in the County Court fo r  1976. 

lSNNESSEE JUVENILE COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

There were no data  avai lable  f o r  cases handled i n  the Juvenile Court f o r  1976. 

16 courts ;  6 juveni le  judges. 7 generals  session judges, 1 t r i a l  j u s t i ce ,  and 2 county judges serve 

0 

TENNESSEE GENERAL SESSIONS COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 
93 counties; 70 full-time and 44 part-time judges 

There were no data  avai lable  for  cases handled i n  the General Sessions Court fo r  1976. 

TENNESSEE JUSTICE OF TlIE PEACE COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  
2 courts. 2 j u s t i ce s  of peace 

January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

There were no data  avai lable  for  cases handled i n  the Jus t i ce  of the Peace Court fo r  1976. 

TENNESSEE MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of l imited ju r i sd i c t ion  

192 judges 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

There were no data avai lable  f o r  cases handled in the Municipal Court  f o r  1976. 
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Texas court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT I 9 justices 

I Jurisdiction: - Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and I juvenile cases. 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS (14) 
42 judges 
Jurisdiction: , - Civil appeals. 

DOM ESTlC RELATIONS 
COURT (26) 
26 judges 

1 Jurisdiction: I . Domestic relations matters. 

JUVENILE COURT (5) I 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: I -Juvenile matters. 

PROBATE COURT (7) 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
5 judges, 2 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Final appellate jurisdiction in criminal 

cases. 

Criminal 4- 
DISTRICT COURT (220) 
220 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500, divorce, 

title to land. contested elections. 
probate. 

- Felonies. 
.Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo in probate. 
Jury trials. 

CRIMINAL DISTRICT 
COURT (10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Felonies. 

CONSTITUTIONAL COUNTY 
COURT (254) 
254 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions over $200, and under $1,000. 
. Exclusive jurisdiction of misdemeanors 

with fine greater than $200 or jail 
sentence except where there is Criminal 
District Court. 

Appeals de novo. 
Six-man jury trial. 

4 

ial 

COUNTY COURT AT LAW (85) 
85 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000. Varied 

- Varied limited jurisdiction over criminal. 
Appeals qe novo. 
Six-man jury trial. 

limited jurisdiction over civil. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (-1,000)' 
=1,000 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Exclusive jurisdiction over municipal 
ordinance violations. Misdemeanors with 
fine less than $200. 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT (=goo)* 
=900 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $200. 
. Criminal cases with fine less than $200 

Jury trials. 
Preliminary hearings. 

'Some Municipal and Justice of the Peace Courts may appeal to the District Court. 

Indicates route of appeal. t 
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TEXAS SUPREHE C O U R P  
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

- - End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals : 
civil ........................................................ 26 111 107 3 0  
Total appeals ................................................. 26 111 107 30 

- 
Other cases: 
Origiaal proceedings: 
Habeas corpus .............................................. 0 I 1  11 0 
Mandamus (civil) ........................................... 2 86 84 4 
Mandamus (criminal) ........................................ 30 . 171 152 49 . Total ....................................................... 32 268 . 247 53 

.............................................. 122 693 667 ............................................. 914 175 
Writ of error 96 

Total other cases 128 961 

Bequests to appeal: 
- - - - 

Total cases ..................................................... 154 1.072 1.021 205 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requestsj ............................................ 18 
Other matters: 
Miscellaneous motions ........................................ -- 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 18 

- 

298 

36 

334 

- 

302 

36 

338 

- 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ......... 
Per curiam .............. l o p  

7 

Disposition.of appeals 
Affirmed .................................. 24 
Affirmed judgment of trial court ......... 16 
Reversed .................................. 15 
Reversed and remanded ..................... 24 
Dismissed ................................. 12 

14 

__ 
14 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- = Not applicable. 

Wourt jurisdiction: 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
The Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil cases only. 

Rehearing requests include motions f o r  rehearing.of causes, motions for rehearing of applications for writs of error, and motions for 
rehearing of motions for leave to file petition. 

Written opinions include dissents and concurrences. 
Wategories for  disposition type or trial data: 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 48th Annual Report 1976 (Austin, Texas: May, 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that total8 
have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALSa 
Cour t  of l as t  r e s o r t  

5 judges ,  2 commissioners 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending z pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals : 

C r i m i n a l :  
Cr imina l  ................................................... 696 
Reins ta ted  c r i m i n a l  __ ........................................ 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 696 
Tota l  appea ls  ................................................. 696 

Other cases: 
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

Requests t o  appea l  ........................................... Habeas corpus  .............................................. 27 
- 

T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 27 

2,458 
88 

2,546 
2,546 

1,156 

1,156 
- 

X X 
X 

2,167 
2,167 

1,092 

1,092 
- 

X 
1,075 
1,075 

9lh 
- 

91 

Tota l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 723 3,702 3,259 1,166 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 0 299 299 0 __ - __ 

T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 0 299 299 0 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  
Wri t ten  opin ion  ......... 558n Affirmed ................................. 1,646 
Per curiam .............. 1,619 Reformed and af f i rmed .................... 43 

Dismissed ................................ 171 
Reversed and remanded .................... 109 
Reversed ................................. 26 
Remanded ................................. 8 
Abated ................................... 121 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space * Not enough informat ion  i s  known. The c a s e  ca tegory  may or may not be handled by t h e  cour t .  
X = The data  f a r  t h i s  case  type are known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by category. 
-- = J o t  appl icable .  

aCourt j u r i s d i c t i o n :  

hFigure  was computed: 
The Court of Criminal Appeals i s  t h e  c o u r t  of l as t  r e s o r t  f o r  c r i m i n a l  cases only. 

End pending f i g u r e  was computed from f i l i n g ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and beginning pending da ta .  There were 64 of t h e  91 habeas corpus  p e t i t i o n s  under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  year end. 

mCategar ies  f a r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r ia l  d a t a :  

Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council ,  48 th  Annual Report 1976 (Aus t in ,  Texas: Hay, 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  are  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  

Wri t ten  opin ions  inc lude  d i s s e n t s  and concurrences.. 

have been computed where necessary.  

TEXAS COURTS OF C I V I L  APPEALSa 
In te rmedia te  a p p e l l a t e  court 

14 d i v i s i o n s ,  42 j*es 
January 1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

- - P 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C i v i l  ........................................................ 847 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 847 

___ 1,824 
1,824 

Other c a s e s :  
Original proceedings ......................................... 
Requests t o  appea l  ........................................... 

Tota l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. - __ 

1,717 
1,717 

978' 
9786 

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... 847 1,824 1,717 9788 

I ,  
Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  Time i n t e r v a l  (average  months) 

Wri t ten  opin ion  ......... 1,48Gm Affirmed .................................. 751 F i l i n g  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  .................. 5.5 
Per curiam .............. 82 Reversed and rendered ..................... 139 

Reversed and remanded ..................... 257 Age of pending cases 
Modified and af f i rmed ..................... 41 Under 6 months .......... 782 
P a r t i a l l y  a f f i rmed 79 179 ........................ 6+ t o  12 months 
Dismissed ................................. 277 Over 12 months .......... 17 

......... 

Boldface headings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough informat ion  is known. The case may or nay not be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  

1 aCourt y x i s d i c t i o n :  
The Courts of C i v i l  Appeals have c i v i l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  only. 

F igures  are  as repor ted  i n  t h e  annual repor t .  There were 24 r e h e a r i n g s  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  as being granted  
&Change i n  pending does not  equal  t h e  d iEference  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

and counted as new cases. 
W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type or t r i a l  da ta :  

Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council ,  48 th  Annual Report  1976 (Aus t in ,  Texas: May, 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  

Wri t ten  opin ions  i n c l u d e  d i s s e n t s  and concurrences.  

have been computed where necessary.  
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TEXAS DISRICT COURT, CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT, 
DOHESTIC RELATIONS COURT. AND JUVENILE COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
261 courts, 261 judges 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

- P - _c End 
pending Filed' Disposed 

Child: 
Auto tort: 

Domestic relations: 
Personal injury .............................................. 
Divorce ...................................................... 
Awulment .................................................... 
Nonadversary j ................................................ 
Total ......................................................... 
Workmen's compensation ....................................... 
Tax .......................................................... 
Total ......................................................... 
Other civil .................................................... 
Extraordinary wits: 

Administrative: 

Habeas corpus ................................................ 
Total civil ..................................................... 
CridMld: 
Felony: 

Criminal categories .......................................... 
Misdemeanor .................................................... 
Other CrimiMl: 
Contempt, extradition ........................................ 
Bond forfeitures ............................................. 
Total ......................................................... 
Postconviction habeas corpus ................................. 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Extraordinary wits: 

Juvenile : 
Delinquency .................................................... 
Stat- offenses: 
Child in need of supervision ................................. 

Other juvenile ................................................. 
Total juvenile .................................................. 

26,151 

72,201 
798 

9,356 
82.355 

6,049 
55,502 
61,551 
99,268 

817 

270,142 

- 

57,284 
4,995 

466 
5,573 
6,039 

494 

68,812 

X 

X 
X - 

5,328 

17,540 

118,017 
1,667 

18,863 
138,547 

22,822 
7,719 

30,541 
81,381 

4,592 

272,601 

64,701 
6,053 

1,090 
5,162 
6,252 

3 
78,317 

8 ,280  

1,022 

11,031 

15,220 

114,631 
1,608 

18,412 
134,651 

6,108 
19,432 
25,540 
70,921 

4,223 

250,555 

66,057 
5,573 

864 
3,818 
4,682 

3 
77,370 

X 

X 
X 

11,411 

- 

28,471 

75,587 
857 

9,807 
86,251 

7,660 
58,892 
66,552 

109,728 

1,186 

292,188 

55,928 
5,475 

692 
6,917 
7,609 

747 

69,759 

- 

X 

X 
X - 

4.948 

Grand total ...................................................... 344,282 361,949 339,336 366,895 

Triald 
Directed 

- 
Non-jury -j Total 

civil ......... 3,473 125,997 615 1-5 
Criminal ...... 3,363 40,354 37 43,754 
Juvenile ...... 147 6,295 91 6,533 
Total .......... 6,983 172,646 743 180,372 

Civil dispositions 
Default judgment ..................... 
Agreed judgment ...................... 
Complete sumary judgment ............ 
Dismissed for want of prosecution .... 
Dismissed by plaintiff ............... 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty plea ............................. 39,970 
Total convictionsj ...................... 49,001 
Acquittal ............................... 784 
Transfer ................................ 1,425 
Dismissal ............................... 26,897 

15,079 
19,826 
2,091 

37,249 
35,900 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - me data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or  complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. Guilty pleas are counted as 
trial 6 .  

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filings include new cases filed and other cases reaching docket. 
Domestic relations "nonadversary" category includes adoptions, change of name, occupational drivers' licenses, dependent and neglected 

Directed verdict cases are counted as jury trials on the charts in Part I of this report. 
Total convictions include felony convictions and lesser offense convictions. 

children decisions, and removal of disability of minority. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 48th  Annual Report 1976 (Austin, Texas: May, 1977).  Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS COUNTY COURT AT LAW, CONSTITUTIOW COUNTY COURT. AND PROBATE COURT* 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

85 c o u r t s ,  8 5  judges; 254 c o u r t s .  254 Judges; 7 cwfts. 7 judges  
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cfvi ld :  

58,659 
Law: 

Other c i v i l  .................................................. 41,756 40,960 57,863 
Auto tort: .................................................. 8,884 8,154 Auto d a m a e  13,441 
Contract:  

Proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Probate  ........................................................ N/A 

Suit on debt  ................................................. 38,073 

Condemnation ................................................. 1,978 
__ 

25.112 23.326 

359 
54,925 

499 
N/A 

14,171 

39,859 

* 1,838 

T o t a l  c i v i l i  .................................................... 1 1 1 , 3 5 9  131,036 72,9391 114,527i 

Criminald: 
Uisdemeanor : 

Worthless checks ............................................. 
Other c r i m i n a l  ............................................... 

Appeals ........................................................ 
Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 

l a r i j u a n a  .................................................... 
*Totali  ........................................................ 

T r a f f i c :  
D W I /  D U I  : 

Uriving whi le  i n t o x i c a t e d  .................................... 
T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 

J u v e n i l e  : 
Delinquency .................................................... 
Scatus offenses :  

Chi ld  i n  need of superv is ion  ................................. 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

64,285 
10,039 
82,435 

156,759 
0 
156,759 

42,399 

42,399 

X 

X - 
1.090 

30,687 
23.629 
75,325 

129 6413 
&j 

168,423 

69,222 
69,222 

1,131 

165 

1,296 

- 

27,228 
21,300 
96,988 

145.516 
(j) 

145,516 

66,698 

66,698 

X 

X 

1,262 

- 

67,797 
12,368 
99.501 

179;666 
(1) 

179,666 

44,923 

44,923 

X 

X - 
1,124 

Grand t o t a l '  ..................................................... 311,603i 369,977 286.41 Si 34O,24Oi 

T r i a l d  a Non-jury Total 
C i v i l  ........... 1,040 2,740 3,780 
Cr imina l  ........ 1,137 1,866 3,003 

Tota l  ............ 2,767 5,249 8,016 
T r a f f i c  ......... 590 643 1,233 

CrimiMl d i s p o s i t i o n s  
G u i l t y l n o l o  contendere  p l e a  ......... 64,059 
T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  ................... 1,676 
A c q u i t t a l  ........................... 1,218 
Dismi6Snl ........................... 67,076 

Civi l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Dismissal ........................... 31,605 
Defaul t  o r  agreed  judgments ......... 35,500 

T r a f f i c  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Plea of g u i l t y l n o l o  contendere  ....... 54,602 
T r i a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  .................... 855 
A c q u i t t a l  ............................ 487 
Dismissa l  ............................ 9,503 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N l A  = This  case type is handled by t h e  c o u r t .  bu t  t h e  d a t a  are unavailable. 
X = The d a t a  f a r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  k n o w  t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or  mi l  of count: 
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted with  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n .  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  nunber of defendants  on  t h e  informat ion  or complaint.  
A t r i a l  is counted i f  i t  is t r i e d  t o  v e r d i c t  or dec is ion .  

In t h e  c a l e n d a r  year  1976, c l e r k s  i n  242 c o u n t i e s  repor ted  d a t a  f o r  a l l  12 months, 3 o t h e r s  r e p o r t e d  fewer t h a n  12 months' a c t i v i t i e s ,  and 9 

T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  probate  cases. 

Misdemeanor t o t a l s  i n c l u d e  appea l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  and pending cases .  Appeal f i l i n g s  are s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  misdemeanor cases. 

iData a c e  not complete: 

s u b s i t t e d  no r e p o r t s  a t  a l l .  On a s t a t e w i d e  b a s i s  2,923 r e p o r t s  were rece ived  out  of a p o s s i b l e  3,048 f o r  t h e  IZ-month period. 
F i l i n g s  are f o r  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .  

3Explanation of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

Source: Texas J u d i c i a l  Council ,  48 th  Annual Report  1976 (Aus t in ,  Texas: Hay, 1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except  that t o t a l s  
have been conputed where necessary.  
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TEXAS MUNICIPAL COURTi 
Court of limited furisdiction 
~1.000 courts,sl.000 judges - 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 
End 

pending 3 pending Filed Disposed 

CSimiMld: 
Uisdeneanor: 
Non-traffic .................................................. NfA 435,360 360,950 N/A 

Total criminalk ................................................. NIA 435,360 360,950 N/A 

Traffic: 
Parking ........................................................ NIA 
O t h e r  traffic violations ....................................... NfA - 

2,401,179 1,178,152 
2,121,974 2,068,481 

NfA 
N/A 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 4,523,153 3,246,633 NfA 

Grand total ...................................................... NfA 4,958,513 3 ,607 ,583  NfA 

~~ 

- Triald Criminal dispositions 
Nan-jury Total Trial convictions ... 43,205 

Traffic ...... 1.851 188.752 190,603 Dismissal ........... 40,156 

Payments of fine .... 180,451 

Criminal ..... 550 60,735 61,285 Acquittal ........... 18,080 

Total ......... 2,401 249,487 251,888 Bond forfeitures . e . .  79,058 

Traffic dispositions 
Trial convictions . 130,051 
Acquittal ......... 60,552 
Dismissal ......... 304,548 
Bond forfeitures .. 243,640 
Payments of fine .. 1,329,690 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
kase definition or unit of count: 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 
A trial is counted i f  it is tried to verdict o r  decision. 

Data reported here represent 2,064 Municipal Court reports out of a possible 2,568. 

There were 3,369 felony complaints accepted and 6 0  examining trials conducted. 

IData are not complete: 

kAdditianal information: 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 48th Annual Report 1976 (Austin, Texas: May, 1977).  Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

TEXAS JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
-900 courts.nW0 judges 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 

Civild: 

Disposedi pending Filed 

L a w :  
Civil ........................................................ NIA 153,537 123,282 N/A - 

Total civil ..................................................... NfA 153,537 123,282 NIA - 
Criminald : 
His demeanor: 
Non-traffic .................................................. NfA 245,010 N/A - 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A 245,010 159,483 NIA 

Traffic: - - - - 
Total traffic ................................................... NfA 918,076 825,442 N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A . 1,316,623 1,108,207 NfA 

Triald a Non- UT Total ' Civil dispositions 
Civil ........ 529 39,:19' 40 ,348  Settlement ........... 49,554 
mimiMl ..... 523 28 ,819  29 ,342  Dismissal ............ 33,380 
Traffic ...... 2,154 81 ,612  83,766 
Total ......... 3,206 150,250 153,456 

Criminal di s pa si tions Traffic dispositions 
Trial convictions .................. 26,653 Trial convictions ... 79,183 
Acquittal .......................... 2,689 Acquittal ........... 4,583 
Dismissal .......................... 26,377 Dismissal ........... 30,093 
Bond forfeitures ................... 3,272 Bond forfeitures .... 12,187 
Payments of fine ................... 100,492 Payments of fine .... 699,396 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NfA - This case type is handled by the Court, but the data are unavailable. 
dCase definition OK unit of count: 

A civil ease is counted with the filing of a petition. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 
A trial is counted if it is tried to verdict or decision. 

Data reported here represent 7,501 Justice of the Peace Court reports out of a possible 10,884. 
IData are not complete: 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 48th Annual Report 1976 (Austin, Texas: May, 1977).  Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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Utah court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT I 5 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Reviews final judgments of District and Juvenile 
Courts. Equity cases on questions of both law and 
fact. Law cases on questions of law only. 

-Direct review of some state administrative 

I rulings. 

District Court on constitutional issues only. 
All appealed civil actions over $100. 

- General review of lower court cases appealed to 

JUVENILE COURT (5) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Jurisdiction over adult misdemeanors committed 
against children. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over delinquency, 
dependency, neglect for juveniles under 
age 18. juvenile traffic. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
21 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original civil. Civil actions. - Original criminal. Felonies, misdemeanors 
Appeals are heard de novo. 
Jurv trials 

CITY COURT (1 7) 
24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $2,500. - Exclusive jurisdiction over city ordinance 
violations. Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

t 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT (1 77) 
177 iustices of the Deace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $300. No real property or tax 
cases. - Class Band C misdemeanors and infractions (fine 
less than $300, sentence less than 6 months). 

4 Indicates route of appeal. 
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UTAH SUPREME COURT 
Court of last r e s o r t  

5 jwtices 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Beginning F i l e d  Disposed pending 

cases :  
Appeals: 

civil: ....................................................... 
Criminal ..................................................... 
Other appea ls :  

Misce l laneous j  ............................................. 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 

Other cases: 
original proceedings  ......................................... 
Bequests t o  appea l  ........................................... 

Tota l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 
T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 

Other proceedings: 
Other m a t t e r s :  

Law and motions .............................................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

NIA 
N I A  

N I A  
Tir  

327 
111 

118 
556 
- 

X N / A  
X N/A 

X N/A 
2741 N/A 

NIA 556 

213 

213 

- 

2741 

213 

213 

- 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  

Opinion ............... 181 
Dismissal.............. 93 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
Blank space  - Not enough informat ion  is known. The c a s e  ca tegory  may or may not be handled by t h e  c o u r t .  
N f A  - This  case  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
X = The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  knovn t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  
-- = Not appl icable .  

iData are not  complete:  

]Explanation of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  Nat iona l  Center f o r  S t a t e  Cour ts '  Western Regional O f f i c e  (from a c u r r e n t  s t u d y  i t  is conducting f o r  
t h e  Utah Supreme Court) .  

T o t a l  a p p e a l s  and t o t a l  c a s e s  d isposed  i n c l u d e  only  those  c a s e s  disposed by opin ion  o r  dismissed. 

Miscellaneous c a s e s  inc lude  a p p e a l s  from i n t e r l o c u t o r y  o r d e r s ,  j u v e n i l e  m a t t e r s ,  and wr i t s  of review. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are from these  unpublished d a t a  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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UTAH DISTRICT WURT 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

7 d i s t r i c t s .  21 juages 
J u l y  1. 1975 t o  June 30, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

civild: 
Wnclass i f ied  t o r t :  

Personal  i n j u r y  ............................................. 
Prop?rty r i g h t s :  

Eminent domain .............................................. 
Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Divorce ..................................................... 
Probate  ....................................................... 
llental health ................................................. 
Other c i v i l :  

b m p l a i n t s j  ................................................. 
Appeals ....................................................... 

w r i t s  ....................................................... 
Tota l  c i v i l  .................................................... 
Extraord inary  Writs: 

C r i m i n a l * :  
Pelooy/misdemeanor : 

Criminal c a t e g o r i e s  ......................................... 
Appeals ....................................................... 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  ................................................. 

X 

X 

X 
1, 887f 
X 

X 
X 

X 

15.678f 

- 

X 
x 
287f 

- 

809 

106 

8,815 
3,226 
648 

11,466 
113 

350 

25,533 

2,520 
548 

3,068 

X 

X 

X 
2,848 
750 

x 
84 

X 

22,638 

- 

2,120 
374 

2,494 

- 

X 

x 
X 

2,265 
X 

X 
X 

x 
18,573 

- 

X 
X 

861 

- 

Grand t o t a l  ..................................................... 
T r i a l d  

3 Non-jury Total 

C i v i l  .... 253 1,781 2,034 
C r i d M l .  340 146 48 6 

Tota l  ..... 593 1,927 2,520 

15, 9 65f 28,601 25,132 19,434 

Civil d i s p o s i t i o n s  Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

Clerk judgment ........ 834 Pleas  of g u i l t y  .................... 1,268 
Sumary  judgment ...... 1,122 Dismissed .......................... 367 
D e f a u l t s  .............. 8,383 
Dismissed ............. 6,490 

Time i n t e r v a l  (months) 
0 t o  2 months 3 t o  5 months 6 t o  I1 months 12 t o  17 months 18 months and over 

c i v i l :  
Complaint t o  t r ia l :  

J u r y  ............... 3 20 70 81 91 
Non-jury ........... 149 467 536 289 

Jury  ............... 13 52 119 54 
Non-jury ........... 410 617 436 130 

Request t o  trial: 

Criminal:  
0 t o  1 months 1 t o  2 months 2 t o  3 months 3 t o  4 months 

Complaint to t r i a l :  
J u r y  ............... 14 75 86 69 
Non-jury ........... 20 34 4a 32 

Jury  ............... 55 114 88 50 
Non-jury ........... 38 59 34 24 

Bound-over t o  t r i a l :  

273 

13 
48 

4 months and over 

102 
43 

40 
16 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by the  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be  inc luded  i n  t h e  t O t a l  but were not  a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case u n i t  of count i s  t h e  nwober of in format ions ,  ind ic tments ,  o r  complaints.  
A ju ry  t r i a l  i s  counted when t h e  j u r y  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  i s  counted at  t h e  poin t  when an opening s ta tement  o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
JExplanation oE d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  

Complaints ( o t h e r  c i v i l )  i n c l u d e  f i l i n g s  not  set f o r t h  i n  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s ,  e . g . ,  Uniform Enforcement of Support  A c t .  

Source: (itah J u d i c l a l  Council ,  Annual Repor t ,  Utah Cour ts  J u l y  1975-June 1976 ( S a l t  Lake City ,  Utah). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  
except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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UTAB Jumm Mum 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

5 districts, 8 Judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filedj Disposedj Beginning 

pending 

Crimiaald: 
IllBhhWr: 
Adult referrals ............................................. 

Total.crimina1 ................................................. 
Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 
Traffic-juvenile ........................................... 

Total traffic .................................................. 
Juvenile : 
Delinquency : 

Lkpendency and neglect: 

Statu8 offenses: 

Criminal .................................................... 
Dependency, neglect ......................................... 
Children In need of supervision ............................. 

Total juvenile .................................................. 
Grand total ..................................................... 

N I A  - N I A  238 N/A - 
N I A  238 N I A  NIA 

- N I A  13.658 
N I A  13,658 

N I A  

N I A  N I A  

N/A - 

N I A  14,200 17,550 N I A  

N /A 1,622 N/A N I A  

N I A  

N I A  22,482 25,3971 N I A  

- - N I A  6,660 7,847 

N / A  36,378 25.397I N I A  

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N I A  - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
h s e  definition or unit of count: 

hats are not complete: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

Total juvenile and grand total disposed figures do not include data from adult referrals, dependency and neglect. and traffic cases. 
Disposition data are for only delinquency and statu8 offense cases. 

jEsplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures are the number of referrals. 
Disposed figures include intake action dispositions and judicial action dispositions of the referrals. 

Administrative Office of Juvenile Court, Juvenile Court for the State of Utah, Annual Report, 1976 (Salt Lake City, Utah). 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Filings include all Categories. 

Source: Statistics 
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UTAH CITY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

17 courts. 24 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
civild :, 
-11 claims .................................................. 
Other civil: 
Qmplaints .................................................. 
New trials .................................................. 
Total ........................................................ 

Total civil .................................................... 
criminald : 
Ms demeanor: 

Drdinaoce violations: 

Felony preliminary ............................................ 
Other criminal: 
New trials .................................................. 

Total criminal ................................................. 

State ....................................................... 
city ........................................................ 

Traffic: 
Parking ....................................................... 
Other traffic violations: 
xoving ...................................................... 
Nonmaving ................................................... 
Total ........................................................ 

Total traffic .................................................. 

N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

N/A 

- 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

- 

N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
IU/A 

N I A  

7,220 

16,444 
41 

16,485 
23,705 

8.3203 

15,353 
(j) 

9 

23,682 

- 

323,779 

118,211 
23,914 
142,125 

465,904 

X 

X 
X 
X 

20,384 

- 

X 

X 
5,038 

X 

24,190 

- 

X 

X 
X 
X - 

425,682 

Grand total ..................................................... NlA 513,291 470,256 NIA 

Triald *e- 
Civil ......... 33 2,304 2,337 
Crininal ...... 137 3,445 3,582 
Traffic ....... 250 6,158 6,408 
Total .......... 420 11,907 12,327 

Time interval (months /days) 
0 to 2 months 3 to 4 months 5 to 6 months 7 to 8 months 9 months and over 

civil: 
Complaint to trial: 
Jury ............... 0 1 3 1 20 
Nan-jury ........... 850 129 295 206 

Jury ............... 1 2 0 I 
Non-jury ........... 383 277 45 10 

Request to trial: 
719 

1 
6 

0 to 30 days 31 to 45 days 46 to 60 days 61 to 90 days 91 days and over 
criminal: 
Age at disposition: 
Jury ............... 27 26 40 34 17 
Non-jury ........... a74 1,908 419 120 84 
Felony preliminary . 1,165 3,219 606 18 30 

Traffic: 
Age at disposition: 
Jury ............... 50 54 83 33 39 
Non-jury ........... 2,354 2,726 672 184 179 

Civil dispositions 

Defaults .............. 7,369 
Sumary judgments ..... 536 

Dismissed ............. 4,803 
Clerk ................. 5,339 

Crimioal dispositions 

Guilty pleas .......... 8,280 
Bail forfeitures ...... 3,834 
Bound over ............ 2,308 
Dismissal ............. 6,186 

Traffic dispositions 

Guilty pleas ............ 43,509 
Bail forfeitures ........ 369,585 
Dismissal ............... 6,180 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
VIA = This case type is  handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

State case filings include felony preliminary hearings and state misdemeanors. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, Annual Report, Utah Courts July 1975-June 1976 (Salt Lake City, Utah). Statistics are from the annual report 
exceut that totals have been camouted where necessary. 

UTAH JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

177 courts. 177 justices of the peace 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for fiscal year 1976. 
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Vermont court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over 
writs of error. 

t 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $200, title to 
real estate, domestic relations. 

- Original criminal (mostly felony). 
Jury trials. 1 

Questi 

DISTRICT COURT (15) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000 (except 

. Criminal cases with penalty less than 

. Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Jury trials. 

of law. 
title to real estate). 

life imprisonment. 

. 

PROBATE COURT (19) 
Jurisdiction: - Exclusive probate, guardianship, and 

adoption jurisdiction. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 
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VERMONT SUPBEME COURT 
COurt of last resort 

5 juetices 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Cases: 
Appeals: 
civil ....................................................... 
Criminal .................................................... 
Other appeals: 
Small claims .............................................. 
Traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile .................................................. 
Postconviction ............................................ 
Habeas corpus ............................................. 
Bail ...................................................... 

Total ...................................................... 
Total appeals ................................................ 
Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Habeas corpus ............................................. 
Disciplinary ............................................. 
Extraordinary relief ...................................... 
Other ..................................................... 
Total ...................................................... 
Requests to appeal .......................................... 
Total other cases ............................................ 

Total cases .................................................... 
Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 
Motions requesting reargument ................................ 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

X 
X 

2 83 
51 

265 
56 

X 
X 

X 0 4 X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

286 
- 

0 
5 
2 
2 
8 

17 
351 
- 

4 
5 
3 
4 
5 

25 
346 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

291 
- 

X 1 1 X 
X 2 3 X 
X 11 9 X 
X I 1 X 

1 15 14 2 

1 15 14 2 
- - - - 

287 366 360 293 

3 0 15 12 

3 12 15 0 

- - - - 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ........... 
Per curiam ................ 1 2 1  .~~ 

23 
By court order ............ 103 
Stipulation by parties .... 113 

Disposition of appealsm 
Affirmed ................................. 65 
Reversed ................................. 13 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part ....... 5 
Dismissed ................................ 7 
Reversed and remanded .................... 38 
Dismissed and remanded ................... 2 
Remanded ................................. 2 
Affirmed and remanded .................... 1 
Vacated in part and remanded ............. 2 
Certified questions answered ............. 5 
Vacated and judgment made by court ....... 1 

Age of pending cases 
Original proceedings 

Under 6 oonths .................... 139 2 
6+ to 12 months .................. 94 0 
12+ to 18 months .................. 42 0 
18+ to 24 months .................. 11 0 
24+ to 30 months .................. 4 0 
30+ to 36 months .................. 1 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
The disposition types for appeals are for cases closed by written opinion. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicial Statistics for Year Ending December 31, 1976 (Montpelier, Vermont). 
are available. 
made during verification by the administrative office of the courts. 

Sources of case data 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been 
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VERMDUT SUPFXIOR CULIRT 
Covrt of general jurisdiction 

14 counties, 7 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

pending 
End 

pending Beginning Filed Disposed 

Civild: 
Law: 

Domestic relations: 

Appeals: 

Extraordinary writs: 

Civil ....................................................... 3,881 

Matrimonial ................................................. 2,402 

496 Miscellaneous1 .............................................. 
............................................... 5 Habeas corpus - 

3,537 

2,798 

332 

24 - 

3,258 

2,717 

342 

18 - 

4,160 

2,483 

486 

11  - 
Total civil .................................................... 6,784 ' 6,691 6,335 7,140 

Crimiaa1d: 
Felony ........................................................ I1  
Misdemeanor ................................................... 0 
Appeals ....................................................... (1) 
Extraordinary writs: 
Postconviction remedies ..................................... 8 

37 
4 

(j) 

18 

26 
4 

(j) 

23 __ 

22 
0 

(1) 

3 - 
Total criminal ................................................ 19 59 53 25 

Grand total ..................................................... 6,803 6,750 6,388 7,165 

Criminal dispositions 
Plea .................... 5 
Dismissed ............... 8 
Nolle prosse ............ 2 

Civil dispositionsm Tri.id - - _ _ _  - 9 Non-jury Default judgment .... 514 

Summary judgment 11 
Dismissed 2,036 

Consent judgment .... 386 .............. 
1 9 

cisi1n 83 570 653 
criminal 8 
Total ................ 91 57 1 662 

.... ............ ........... 
Age of pending cases 

Civil Matrimonial Miscellaneous Criminal(fe1ony) 
Under 3 months ............................ (n) (n) (n) 4 
3+ to 6 months ........................... (n) (n) (n) I 5  
6+ to 12 months ........................... (n) (n) 
Under 12 months ............................ 2,311 1,929 
I2+ to 24 months ........................... 1,334 477 
24+ to 36 months ........................... 403 72 
Over 36 months ............................. 112 5 

(n) 3 
241 22 
157 0 
43 0 
45 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the NCSP. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

Miscellaneous cases include both civil and criminal appeals as well as some habeas corpus and postconviction remedies. 

Civil trials and civil dispositions include data only for law and appeal cases. They do not include data for matrimonial or habeas corpus 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

cases. 
"Time interval or age of pending data: 

The data for civil, matrimonial, and miscellaneous cases under 3 months, 3+ to 6 months, and 6+ to 12 months in age are included in the total 
listed as under 12 months. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicial Statistics for Year Ending December 31, 1976 (Montpelier, Vermont). 
Statistics are from the annual reDort excem that totals have been comwted where necessary. 

'VERMONT DISTRICX CUURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

15 circuits. 11 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

. End 
pending Filed Disposed 

civild: 
Law : 
Civil ....................................................... 

Small claims .................................................. 
Domestic relations: 
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act cases ......... 

Wental health: 
Mentally ill commitments .................................... 

Total civil .................................................... 
Felony ........................................................ criminald: 

Misdemeanor ................................................... 
Total criminal ................................................. 
Traffic: 

Total traffic .................................................. 
Juvenile : 

Total juvenile ................................................. 
Grand total ..................................................... 

4,377 
9,256 

1,561 

19 

15.213 

1,001f Xf 

2,964 
8,896 

637 

371 

12.868 

- 

2,304 
14,624 

3,518 
13,308 

466 

341 

17,633 

2,219 
14,581 

3.823 
4.844 

1,732 

49 

10,448 

1,086 
3,590 

4,548f 16,928 16,800 4,676 

2,396 37.091 

- - 
37,006 2,481 

- - - - 
255 1,020 1,103 172 

22,412f 67,901 72,542 17,777 
(Continued on next page) 
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Vermont District Court (continued) 

Triald 

Civilrn ............. 1.008 
CrimiMl ........... 130 87 217 
Traffic ............ 16 37 1 387 
Total ............... 149 1.463 1,612 

Age of pending cases 
Civil(1aw) Hisdemeanor Traffic 

Under 3 months ....................... (n) 1,568 7nT 
3+ to 6 months ....................... (n) 270 671 (nl . .  

Under 6 months ........................ (n) 697 2,239 1,454 
6+ to 12 months ....................... (n) 217 668 611 

Under 12 months ........................ 2,004 914 2,907 2,065 
12+ to 24 months ....................... 935 123 563 338 
24+ to 36 months ....................... 538 39 99 60 
Over 36 months ......................... 346 10 21 18 

Civil dispositionsm 
Jaw : 
Voluntary dismissal ............ 1,387 
Default judgment ............... 1,571 
Dismissed by judge ............. 395 

Small claims: 
Settledfdiscontinuedf 
dismissed/summary judgment .... 12,453 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty plea ...................... 12,039 

Transferred ...................... 63 
Nolle prosequi ................... 3,087 

Plea ............................. 32,534 
Nolle prosequi ................... 772 
Dismissal ........................ 607 
Referred to Department of Motor 
Vehiclesm (noncompliance) ....... 2,706 

Dismissed ........................ 1,394 

Traffic dispositions 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
mCategorie6 for disposition type or trial data: 

Referral to Department of Motor Vehicles was used the last quarter of the year only. 
Civil trials and civil dispositions include data only for law and small claims cases. 

Civil age of pending cases under 3 months, 3+ to 6 months, under 6 months, and 6+ to 12 months are listed as under 12 months. 
Traffic age of pending cases under 3 months and 3+ to 6 months are listed as under 6 months. 

"Time intervals or age of pending data: 

Source: Office of the Court 
Statistics are from 

Administrator, Judicial Statistics for Year Ending December 31, 1976 (Montpelier, 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Vermont). 

VERWONT PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

I9 circuits 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civil*: 
Domestic relations: 
Adoptions .................................................... 132 492 504 120 
Change of name ............................................... 12 162 155 19 
Vital records ................................................ 95 447 437 I05 
Pre-marriage matters ......................................... 0 619 61 9 0 
Total ......................................................... 239 1,720 1,715 244 

Decedent estates and testamentary trusts ..................... 4,382 2,071 2,020 4,5438 
Probate : 

Gifts to minors .............................................. 2 9 11 0 
Guardianship ................................................. 2,998 715 414 3,4418 
Cemeteries ................................................... 0 I 1 0 
Total ......................................................... 7,382 2,796 2,446 7,9848 

Mental health: ................................. 0 7 5 2 Alcohol and drug commitments - - - - 
Total civil ..................................................... 7,621 4,523 4,166 8,2301 

Grand total ...................................................... 7,621 4,523 4,166 8,230'8 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Whange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

This difference is because pending figures do not include cases commenced prior to January I ,  1970, for these categories. Numbers 
are as reported in the annual report. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicial Statistics for Year Ending December 31, 1976 
are from the year ending report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

(Montpelier, Vermont). Statistics 
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+ Indicates route of appeal. 

Virginia court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Final amellate iurisdiction. I 

I Judicial 'censure, retirement, and I removal. 

I CIRCUIT COURT (30) 
104 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions over $500. Cases in which I - Criminal cases for which person can be 
the state is a party (in city of Richmond). 

sentenced to the state penitentiary. 

Appeals de novo. 

I DISTRICT COURT (31) 
151.8 full-time equivalent judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions under $5,000. I - Misdemeanors. ordinance violations. 
traffic, felony preliminaries. 

No jury trials. I 
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VIRGINIA SUPREHE COURT 
Court of last r e s o r t  

7 j u s t i c e s  
January 1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

P e t i t i o n s  t o  appea l  g r a n t e d :  
c i v i l  ...................................................... 
Criminal ................................................... 
Other:  

Habeas corpus  ............................................ 
T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 

Other cases :  
O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 

Writs:  
Habeas corpus ............................................ 
Mandamus ................................................. 
P r o h i b i t i o n  .............................................. 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
Requests t o  appeal:  

P e t i t i o n s  t o  appea l :  
Withdrawn ................................................ 
c i v i l  .................................................... 
Crimina l  ................................................. 
Babeas corpus ............................................ 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

X 
X 

X 
103f 

X 
X 
x 
34 

X 
136 
220 
8 

364 
398f 

X 
X 
X 
X 

139 
29 
6 

174 

X 
X 
X 
61 

x 39 X 
X 316 (124)e 197 
X 790 ( 81)e 210 
X 35 ( 1,: 11 
X 1 180 (206) 418' 

1,672 1 , 3 5 4 e  479" 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,672 

39 X 
316 (124)e 197 
790 ( 81)e 210 

1 180 (206) 418' 
35 ( 1,: 11 

1 , 3 5 4 e  479" 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing r e q u e s t s  ............................................. 
Other a a t t e r s :  

Orders t o  show cause  o r  respond .............................. 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

501f 1,672 (206P 1.574 (206)e 591' 

61 64 NIA 

-- 160 

61 224 NIA 

-- - 

Nanner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
W r i t t e n  opin ion  ..... 172 
By o r d e r  ............ 48 
Withdrawn ........... 39 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of c a s e s  
Affirmed ....................... 96 
Reversed and remanded .......... 76 
P e t i t i o n  re fused  ............... 1,141 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA - This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  
K - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  c a s e  type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. - - Not appl icable .  

eCases not inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  t o  avoid double counting: 
P e t i t i o n s  t o  appea l  gran ted  a r e  not counted as d isposed  u n t i l  t h e  appea l  i s  d isposed;  a f i l i n g  is not counted f o r  t h e  appeal.  The number of 

gran ted  p e t i t i o n s  tO appea l  appear  i n  parentheses.  
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year.  
gChange i n  pending does not  equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  

F igures  sre as repor ted  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t .  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Court ,  S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Report 1976 (Richmond, V i r g i n i a :  1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from 
t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

30 circuits, 104 judges 
January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 - 

End 
pending . F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

C i v i l d :  
Lao ............................................................ 30,386fh 26,584 24,909 32,061 
Equi ty  ......................................................... 52,393fh 37,392 38,165 51,620 
Appeels ........................................................ (j) (j) (j) (j) 

Tota l  c i v i l j  .................................................... 82,779fh 63,976 63,074 83,681 

Criminald: 
Felony ......................................................... 7 737fh  23,772 23,252 8,257 
nisdemeanor .................................................... 4; 437fh 19,071 18,998 4,510 
Appeals ........................................................ (j) (j) (j) (j) 

Tota l  c r i m i n a i j  ................................................. 1 2 , 1 7 4 ~ ~  42,843 42,250 12,767 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 94,953fh 106,819 105,324 96,448 

T r i a l d  - 
Non-jurz Total 

C i v i l  ............. 2,13Zm N I A  N I A  
C r i m i n a l :  

Felony .......... 1,876 22,026 23,902 
Misdemeanor ..... 725 17,001 17,726 

T o t a l  ............ 2,601 39,027 41,628 
T o t a l  ............... 4,733 N I A  N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  = This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  ind ic tment .  
A j u r y  t r ia l  is counted when t h e  j u r y  is sworn. 
A nonjury t r i a l  is counted when an opening s ta tement  or t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of any ev idence  occurs.  Criminal nonjury t r i a l s  inc lude  c a s e s  

disposed a f t e r  a g u i l t y  p l e a  i s  entered. 
fBeginning pending f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  yer  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  for che 1975 c o u r t  year.  
hFigure vas computed: 

JExplanation of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

W a t e g o r i e s  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  type  or t r i a l  d a t a :  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Court ,  S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Report  1976 (Richmond, V i r g i n i a :  1977). S t a t i s t i c s  are  from 

Beginning pending f i g u r e  was c a l c u l a t e d  from f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and end pending f i g u r e s .  

T o t a l  c i v i l  and t o t a l  c r i m i n a l  d a t a  inc lude  a p p e a l s  cases .  

C i v i l  j u r y  trial?. i n c l u d e  only  d a t a  f o r  l a w  cases .  

t h e  r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary. - PP 

V I R G I N I A  DISTRICT COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

January  1. 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 
31 d i s t r i c t s ,  151.8 f u l l - t i m e  e q u i v a l e n t  judges 

- 
End 

pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 
pending 

c i v i l d :  
Domestic r e l a t i o n s  ............................................. NIA 51,531 47,319 N I A  

c i v i l  ........................................................ N/A 349,394 345,055 N I A  

T o t a l  c i v i l  N I A  400,925 392,374 N I A  

Other  c i v i l :  
- 

..................................................... 
cr imina ld :  

Other c r imina l :  
Criminal ..................................................... N/A 264.557 260,163 N/A 

.................................................. T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  N I A  264,557 260,163 N I B  

- T r a f f i c :  - 
Tota l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... NIA 820,859 802,955 N I A  

- Juveni le :  - 
.................................................. Tota l  j u v e n i l e  N I A  111,675 103,414 NIA 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N I A  1,598,016 1,558,906 N/A 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  che c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A = This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count :  
A c i v i l  c a s e  is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on t h e  ind ic tment  or complaint.  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Executive S e c r e t a r y ,  Supreme Court ,  S t a t e  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Report 1976 (Richmond, Vi rg in ia :  1977). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from 
t h e  annual r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  - 
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Constitutionali 
Conflicting sta 

12 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Hears appeals from lower courts 

except those in the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court. 

Washington court system, 1976 

~~ ~ 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: - Hears direct appeals wherein actions of state 

officals are involved, where constitutionality of a 
statute is questioned, where conflicting statutes 
or rules of law are involved. or where the issue is 
of broad public interest 

- Ag rieveb party has right of review when reversal 
in 8ourt of Appeals is not unanimous; otherwise 
review is discretionary. I 

If statute. 
5s or rules of law 

I 1 

SUPERIOR COURT (28) 
101 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All  civil matters except small claims. 
Exclusive jurisdiction over probate, divorce, and 
annulment. 

-All  criminal matters except minor criminal 
~ Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 
Appeals are heard de novo. 
Jury trials. 

t 

MUNICIPAL AND POLICE 
COURT (238) 
238 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Municipal ordinance violations (fine 

less than $500, sentence less than 
6 months). 

1 Indicates route of appeal. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (4) 
4 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $l,OoO, 
small claims. - Misdemeanors (fine less than $100, 
sentence less than 30 days), traffic, 
preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

I DISTRICT COURT (69) 
Jurisdiction: - Civll actions under $1,000, small 

claims. - Misdemeanors (fine less than 
$500, sentence less than 6 months), 
traffic, felony preliminaries. 

I JUW trials 
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WASHINGTQN SOPREHE COURT 
Court of last r e s o r t  

9 justices 
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

c i v i l  .( ...................................................... 
Crimina l  ..................................................... 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other  cases:  

O r i g i n a l  proceedings: 
Personal  r e s t r a i n t  ......................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  proceedings ................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Requests to appeal:  

P e t i t i o n s  f a r  review: 
c i v i l  .................................................... 
C r i m i n a l  ................................................. 

T o t a l  ..................................................... 
Motions f o r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review ........................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  cases ............................................. 

T o t a l  c a s e s  ...................................................... 

123f1 
2 6 f l  

149 
- 

6 
4 

10 

154 
46 

200 

32 
2 5 f l  
57 
2 5 f l  

92 
- 8 2 f l  - 

32 
5 

37 

107 
125 
232 

123 
28 

151 
- 

3Z1 
6 

38 

97 
90 

187 

306l  
344 

1191 
- 

154l  
441 

198 
- 

6 l  
3 
9 

42 
601 

102 
26l  

-1 
137 

241 589 495 335 

Median Mean _ _ -  Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  Time i n t e r v a l  (months) 
Wri t ten  opin ion  ............... 156 F i l i n g  of n o t i c e  of appea l  t o  d a t e  p e r f e c t e d  .......... 3.5 4.1 
Order ......................... 232 Date p e r f e c t e d  t o  d a t e  argued ......................... 2.5 4.0 
Transfer  ...................... 43 Date argued t o  f i l i n g  of op in ion  ...................... 6.0 5.0 
Dismissed ..................... 61 F i l i n g  of nocice  of appea l  t o  d a t e  opin ion  f i l e d  ...... 12.0 13.1 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year: 

k p e e i a l  source  or r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  
F igures  were rev ised  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  Supreme Court. 

Pending a p p e a l s  and c r i m i n a l  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  review are as r e v i s e d  by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  Supreme Court. 
Personal  r e s t r a i n t  and motions f o r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review d i s p o s i t i o n s  and end pending f i g u r e s  were provided by t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  Supreme 

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Adminis t ra tor  f o r  t h e  Cour ts ,  20th Annual Report  1976 (Olympia, Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  

cour t .  

except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and a d d i t i o n s  and r e v i s i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  c l e r k  
of t h e  Sunreme Court. 

WASBINGTON COURT OF APPEALS 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  

3 d i v i s i o n s ,  12 judges  
January  1. 1976 t o  December  31, 1976 - 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other cases :  

O r i g i M l  proceedings: 

Requests to appeal:  
personal  r e s t r a i n t  p e t i t i a n s l  ............................. 
Motions f a r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  review .......................... 

T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

1 , 1 1 0 f l  
6 0 3 f l  - 

I ,713f 

29f1 

66f1 
9 5 f 1  

1,017 
495 

1,512 

I30 

I35 
265 

974 
410 

1,384 

I38 

148 
286 

1,153 
688 - 

1,841 

21  

53  
74 

T o t a l  cases .................................................... 1,80af1 1,777 1,670 

Manner of d i s p o s i t i o n  
Publ i shed  w r i t t e n  opin ion  .................. 279 
Other  w r i t t e n  opin ion  ...................... 351 
T r a n s f e r  ................................... 180 
By o r d e r  ................................... 860 

Time i n t e r v a l  (months) - Mean 
Div. I Div. I1 Div. 111 A l l  

F i l i n g  of n o t i c e  of appea l  t o  d a t e  p e r f e c t e d  ..... 5.9 7.0 6.3 6.3 
Date p e r f e c t e d  t o  d a t e  argued .................... 8.3 11.1 6.8 8.7 
Date argued t o  f i l i n g  of op in ion  ................. 2.4 2.0 2.8 2.4 - - -  
P i l i n g  of n o t i c e  of appea l  t o  d a t e  opin ion  f i l e d  . 16.6 20.1 15.9 I n  

D i v .  I - 
5.0 
5.0 
2.0 

12.0 

1,915 

Median 
Div. I1 

6.7 
10.6 
1.8 

19.1 

- 

- 

Div.111 
6.5 
7.0 
3.0 

16.5 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 

fLkginning pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  do not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year .  
jExplana t ion  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  category: 

k p e c i a l  Bource o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  d a t a :  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Adminis t ra tor  f o r  t h e  Cour ts ,  20th Annual Report 1976 (Olympia, Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  

Personal  r e s t r a i n t  p e t i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  habeas corpus,  writs and motions,  and CrR 7.7 cases. 

Beginning pending f i g u r e s  are as r e v i s e d  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  t h e  c o u r t s .  

except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary ,  and r e v i s i o n s  have been made dur ing  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f a r  t h e  c o u r t s .  
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WASBINGTON SUPERIOR COURT 
Cour t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

28 c o u r t s ,  101 judges  
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End 
pendinp Beginning pending F i l e d  Disposed 

c i v i l %  
Auto t o r t  ...................................................... 
Non-auto t o r t :  

Other t o r t  ................................................... 
Contract:  

Commercial ................................................... 
Proper ty  r i g h t s :  

Proper ty  r i g h t s  .............................................. 
Condemnations ................................................ 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
D i s s o l u t i o n s  ................................................. 
Other  domestic r e l a t i o n s  ..................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Probate  ........................................................ 
Mental h e a l t h  .................................................. 
Appeals ........................................................ 
Extraord inary  w r i t s :  

Writs and i n j u n c t i o n s  ........................................ 
T o t a l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 

Domestic r e l a t i o n s :  

Other  C i v i l  .................................................... 

C r l i n n l d ;  
Pelonylmisdemeanor: . 

C r i m e  a g a i n s t  person1 ........................................ 
Crime a g a i n s t  p r o p e r t y j  ...................................... 
L i q u o r / n s r c o t i c s  ............................................. 
Other c r imina l  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Appeals ........................................................ 

T o t a l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 
Juveni le :  

T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  .................................................. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N / A  
N/A 
N / A  

N I A  
N I A  
N I A  
N/A 
hVA 
N/A 
NlA 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

- 

___ 
N / A  

3,567 

3,182 

18,141 

3,388 
14 1 

3,529 

32,539 
6,069 
38,608 
16,329 
2,679 
6,626 
520 

1,141 

94,325 

2 2 6 5 l  
4'58d 
1'923l 
21117l 
10,8911 

3,1621 

14 ,053  

13,433 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

12,450 
NIA 
X 
X 

X 

79,911i 

- 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

14,374 

- 

- 
NIA 

N/A 

N / A  

N / A  

N / A  
N/A 
N / A  

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N l A  
N/A 
NfA 

NIA 

N/A 
N/A 

N I A  
N/ A 
N I A  

N I A  
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

- 

- 
N I A  

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... N / A  121,811 91.1131 NIA 

T r i a l d  
N a n - j u r y  Total 

C i v i l  ............... % 6,669 7,662 
Crimina l  ............ 1.752 a17 2,569 

T o t a l  ................. 2,745 7,486 10,231 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N / A  - T h i s  cabe type i s  handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X - The data  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  but were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of defendants  on  t h e  informat ion  o r  ind ic tment .  
A ju ry  t r ia l  is counted when t h e  jury  is sworn. 
A non-jury t r i a l  is counted when t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i s  Sworn. 

T o t a l  c i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e  does not inc lude  mental  h e a l t h  cases .  
Grand t o t a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e  does not inc lude  mental  h e a l t h  o r  j u v e d l e  cases.  

C r i m e  a g a i n s t  person ca tegory  inc ludes  homicide, a s s a u l t ,  sex  o f f e n s e s ,  and robbery. 
Crime a g a i n s t  p roper ty  ca tegory  i n c l u d e s  burg lary ,  l a r c e n y ,  and forgery .  

F igures  are as r e v i s e d  by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  t h e  c o u r t s .  

<Data are not complete:  

. iExplsnotion of d a t a  inc luded  in t h e  ca tegory :  

k p e c i a l  source or r e v i s i o n  I n  d a t a :  

Source: O f f i c e  of t h e  Adminis t ra tor  f o e  t h e  Cour ts ,  20th Annual Report  1976 (Olympia, Washington). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  
except  t h a t  t o t a l s  have been computed where necessary.  
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UASEINGTON I4UNICIPAL iIND POLICE 
court Of limited jurisdiction 

238 courts. 238 judges 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pendiog Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 
Criminald : 
Ordinance violetion: 
Criminal ..................................................... N/A 19,112 N/A N/A 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A 39,112 N/A N/A 

Traffic : - - - - 
Total traffic ................................................... N/A 222,131 N/A N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 261,243 N/A N/A 

Triald - 
Total 

criminal ............. 
Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Bail forfeitures .............. 139.090 
Traffic .............. 193 X X 
Total ................. 193 26.432 26,625 

Boldface headinge indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A * This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
- - Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-Jury trial i6 counted when the first witness is sworn. 

Municipal and Police Court figures do not include those Municipal Court cases (municipal ordinances/traffic violations) that are processed 
by District Courts. which contract with municipalities for this purpose. 

kAdditional information: 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 20th Annual Report 1976 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

WASHINGTON DISTRICZ COURT AND JUSTICES OF TliE PEACEk 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

69 district courts. 4 justices of the peace 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
PendinK Filed Disposed 

Civild: 
La": 
Civil ........................................................ N/A 46,750 N/A N/A 

Small claims - N/A 20,911 N/A N/A 
Total civil ..................................................... NIA 67,661 N/A N/A 

................................................... 

Criminald: 
Llisdeneanor .................................................... N/A 
Felony preliminary ............................................. N/A 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A 

- 

Traff le:  
- 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 

63,869 
9,083 

72,952 

- 
524,379 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

- 
Ii/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

...................................................... Grand total N/A 664,992 N/A NIA 

w d  Criminal dispositions a Non-jury Total Bail forfeitures at preliminary hearings ... 13,613 
Civil ...................................... 33 5,030 5,063 

Traffic. District Court workload ........... 724 30,358 31,082 Bail forfeitures ........................... 319,147 
.......... Criminal. District Court workload 208 9,003 9,211 Traffic dispositions 

Criminal and traffic. Municipal Court 
workloadk ................................. 197 18,264 18,461 

Total ....................................... 1,162 62,655 63.817 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

District Court and Justices of the Peace data include Municipal Court cases that are processed by District Courts. which contract with 

Statistics are from the annual report 

kAdditional information: 

municipalities for this purpose. 
Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 20th Annual Report 1976 (Olympia, Washington). 

except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the office of the 
administrator for the courts. 
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West Virginia court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
Appellate jurisdiction in civil matters over $100, 
in cases involving constitutionality of a law, and in 
felony and misdemeanor cases from Circuit 
court. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
50 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $100. - Unlimited original criminal jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials 

JUSTICE COURT (347) 
Jurisdiction: - Small claims and landlord-tenant under $1,500. 
- Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than 
$1 ,OOO or sentence less than 12 months. Felony 
preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 

COUNTY COMMISSION (55) 
-170 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in probate, mental 
commitments, guardianship, and settlement of 
accounts . 

MUNICIPAL COURT (54) 
54 judges 
Jurisdiction: - Misdemeanors, traffic, ordinance violations. 
No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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UBST VIRGINIA SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS 
hurt of last resort 

5 Justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

pending 
End 

pending Filed Disposed 2 
Cases: 
Appeals! ....................................................... Civil 15 
Criminal .................................................... 7 
Other ....................................................... 2 
Total appeals ................................................ 24 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Habeas corpus ............................................. 10 
Mandamus .................................................. 0 
Prohibition ............................................... 0 
Discipline ................................................ 0 
Other ..................................................... 0 
Total ...................................................... 10 

Total other cases ............................................ 10 
Requests to appeal .......................................... 

149 
137 
73 
359 
- 

415 
52 
32 

1 
19 
519 

519 
- 

130 
103 
67 

300 
- 

403 
47 
32 
I 
19 
502 

502 
- 

34 
41 
8 
83 
- 

22 
5 
0 
0 
0 

27 

27 
- 

Total cases ................................................... 34 878 802 110 

Other proceedings: ........................................... 2 5 7 0 Rehearing requests 

Total other proceedings ....................................... 2 5 7 0 

- - - 

Manner of disposition 
Written and per curiam opinion .............. 98 
Oismissal/withdrawal ........................ 11 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. 
Source: Unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. 

The case category may or may not be handled by the court. 

Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

UEST VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of neneral lurisdictian 

31 circuits, 56 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

pending 
End 

pending Filed Disposed h"------ 
civil: 

Total civil .................................................... 
Criminal: 

Total criminal ................................................. 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................. 
Grand total ..................................................... 

- 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

- - 
X X 

- - 
X X 

- - 
N/A N/A 

- 
N/A 

N/A 

NJA 

N/A 53,6971 45,106I NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data far this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

hata are not complete: 

Source: 
Grand total filed and disposed figures do not include juvenile cases. 

Unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. 
have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals 

WEST VIRGINIA C O U W  COMMISSION 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
55 courts,~l70 comissloners 

January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled by the County Commission for 1976. 

UEST VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

54 cOUrt8, 54 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1976. 

UBST VIRGINIA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

347 Courts 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court for 1976. 
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Wisconsin court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Final appellate jurisdiction over all 
courts in state. 

t 
I 

’ 
COUNTY COURT-(70) 
127 judges 

CIRCUIT COURT (26) 

53 judges Jurisdiction: 
Jurisdiction: - Unlimited civil. Exclusive probate 
- Original civil (except probate, small jurisdiction. - Unlimited criminal (except in 

~ Original criminal. Milwaukee County; only misdemeanor). - No juvenile jurisdiction. - Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals. Jury trials. 
Jury trials. 

claims). 

I 

’ 
COUNTY COURT-(70) 
127 judges 

CIRCUIT COURT (26) 

53 judges Jurisdiction: 
Jurisdiction: - Unlimited civil. Exclusive probate 
- Original civil (except probate, small jurisdiction. - Unlimited criminal (except in 

~ Original criminal. Milwaukee County; only misdemeanor). - No juvenile jurisdiction. - Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals. Jury trials. 
Jury trials. 

claims). 

c 

MUNICIPAL JUSTICE COURT (1 36) 
136 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Municipal ordinance violation with 

fine less than $200, sentence less 
than 6 months. 
No jury trials. 

4 Indicates route of appeal. 
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UISCONSIN SUPB.EME COURT 
h u r t  of last resort 

7 justices 
J u l y  1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 

P end 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

c i v i l  ........................................................ 
Criminal ..................................................... 

T o t a l  appea ls  ................................................. 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings: 
Habeas corpus  .............................................. 
Mandamus ................................................... 
P r o h i b i t i o n  ................................................. 
O r i g i n a l  a c t i o n s  ........................................... 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  ............................................... 
O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ...................................... 
Miscellaneous .............................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
C e r t i o r a r i  ................................................. 
No mer i t  cases ............................................. 

Tota l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  c a s e s  ............................................. 

Requests t o  appeal:  

T o t a l  cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing reques ts :  
Motion f o r  rehear ing  ......................................... 
Motion f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
Motions ...................................................... 
Orders t o  show cause ......................................... 
Foreign bar admissions ....................................... 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 
T o t a l  o t h e r  proceedings ......................................... 

Other  mat te rs :  

485f 
109f 
594f 
- 

511 
171 
682 
- 

48 
25 
2 
16 
11 
54 
21 
177 

5 
75 
80 

257 
- 

521 
128 
649 
- 

48 
25 
2 
14 
8 
54 
21 
172 

5 
75 
80 

252 
- 

4788 
152 
6308 

N f A  
N f A  
7 1  

939 901 

54 
6 

60 

54 
6 

60 

249 249 
87 87 
18 18 

354 354 

414 414 

- 

Manner Of d i q o s i t i o n  
Publ i shed  w r i t t e n  opin ion  .... 294 
Publ i shed  per curiam ......... 17 
Unpublished per curiam ....... 184 
Terminated wi thout  op in ion  ... 244 

D i s p o s i t i o n  of a p p e a l s  
Affirmed ............. 274 
Reversed ............. 83 
Dismissed ............ 233 
Affirmed/reversed .... 28 
Affirmed/dismissed ... 1 
Affirmed/modified .... 18 
Vacated .............. 12 

63ggi 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N/A - This  case type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  - - Not appl icable .  

fBeginning pending figure f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year:  

gChange i n  pending does not equal  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s :  
The d i s p a r i t y  between t h e s e  f i g u r e s  is due t o  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  change in docket ing  of new f i l i n g s .  

The d i s p a r i t y  between t h e s e  f i g u r e s  is due t o  double count ing  t h r e e % c a s e s  t h a t  were d ismissed  dur ing  t h e  1975 t e r m .  bu t  l a t e r  r e i n s t a t e d .  
They were counted twice ,  once i n  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  column and once in t h e  end pending column. 

iData B E  not  complete:  
T o t a l  c a s e s  pending do not  inc lude  r e q u e s t s  t o  appeal. 

Source: Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  Cour ts ,  J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  1976 (Madison, Wisconsin). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except that t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary.  
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WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT AND COUNTY COURT 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

26 circuits, 53 judges; 70 count ies .  127 judges 
January  1, ,1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed Beginnin 

pendingfh 

c i v i l d :  
La": 

Maney judgment : 
C i r c u i t  Court .............................................. 
County Court ............................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
U n c l a s s i f i e d  t a r t :  

Personal  i n j u r y :  
c i r c u i t  c o u r t  .............................................. 
County Court ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
C i r c u i t  Court .............................................. 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
T o t a l  ......................................................... 

C i r c u i t  Court ................................................ 
County Court  ................................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 

Proper ty  damage: 

County c o u r t  ............................................... 
Small claims: 

D o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s :  
Divorce: 

C i r c u i t  Court .............................................. 
County Court ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
C i r c u i t  Court .............................................. 
County Court ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
c i r c u i t  c o u r t  .............................................. 
County Court ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
C i r c u i t  Court .............................................. 
County Court ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
C i r c u i t  Court .............................................. 
County Court ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
C i r c u i t  Court .............................................. 
county c o u r t  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
c i r c u i t  c o u r t  .............................................. 
County Court  ............................................... 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 
Adoptionk .................................................... 
Publ ic  a s s i s t a n c e k  ........................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Ea t a t e s k  ..................................................... 
Guardianshipk ................................................ 
Trus tsk  ...................................................... 
Other probatek ............................................... 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
Commitmentsk ................................................. 
C i r c u i t  Court ................................................ 
County Court ................................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 
C i r c u i t  Court ................................................ 
County Court ................................................. 

Tota l  ......................................................... 

Legal s e p a r a t i o n :  

Annulment: 

Reciprocal support:  

P a t e r n i t y :  

P e t i t i o n s  t o  remarry: 

Other family: 

Probate:  

Mental hea l th :  

Other c i v i l :  

A p p e a l s :  

T o t a l  c i v i l :  
C i r c u i t  Court ................................................. 
County Court  .................................................. 

Tota l  .......................................................... 

X 
X 

7 ,634fh 

X 
X 

8,58Zfh 

X 
X 

1,797 
10,379fh 

X 
X 

15,906fh 

X 
X 

20,440 

X 
X 

1,326 

X 
X 

501 

X 
X 

2,380 

X 
x 

2,244 

X 
X 

359 

X 
X 

N / A  
N/A 

638 

27,888fhi 

16,969 
N / A  
N / A  
N/A 

N / A  

X 
X 

16.969fhi 

9,396fh 

X 
X 

543fh 

X 
X 

88,715fhf 

8,014 
21,868 
29,882 

5,073 
I ,  958 
7,031 

612 
638 

1,250 
8,281 

163 
110,230 
1 10,393 

6,107 
14,237 
20,344 

160 
344 
504 

110 
244 
354 

687 
2,211 
2,898 

45 
3,577 
3,622 

491 
1,152 
1,643 

96 
636 
732 

N/A 
N / A  

30,0973 

13,090 
N/A 
N / A  
N/A 

13,090i 

N/A 

5,171 
10,753 
15,924 

570 
43 

613 

27,299 
180,981 
208,2803 

7.325 
10,949 
18,274 

4,775 
1,758 
6,533 

569 
602 

1,171 
7,704 

150 
110,800 
110,950 

6,899 
12,938 
19,837 

199 
190 
389 

136 
255 
391 

479 
1,655 
2,134 

65 
2,884 
2,949 

516 
1,081 
1,597 

55 
507 
562 

2,304 
832 

30,995 

13,074 
2,264 

832 
25,656 
41,826 

2,845 

4,585 
10,780 
15,365 

464 
93 

557 - 

26,217 
202,299 
228,516 

X 
X 

19,242 

X 
X 

9,080 

Y 
X 

1,876 
10,956 

X 
X 

15,349 

X 
X 

20,947 

X 
X 

1,441 

X 
X 

464 

X 
X 

3,144 

X 
X 

2,917 

X 
X 

405 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

808 

30,126i 

16.985 
N/A 
N / A  
N/A 

16,985l 

N I A  

X 
X 

9,955 

X 
X 

599 - 

X 
X 

1O3,21Zi 

(cont inued  on next  page) 
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WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT AND COUNTY COURT (cont inued)  

&iUdUald: 
Felony: 

C i r c u i t  Court ................................................ x 5,880 
county c o u r t  ................................................. x 8,953 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 5,324fh 14,833 

c i r c u i t  c o u r t  ................................................ x 108 
county  c o u r t  ................................................. x 44,654 

Uisdemeanor : 

T o t a l  :.. ...................................................... 16,154fh 44,762 
O t h e r  C K h l d :  

F o r f e i t u r e s :  
c i r c u i t  Court  .............................................. x 38 
County Court ............................................... X 18,208 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 2,586 18,246 

c i r c u i t  c o u r t  .............................................. x 78 
County Court ............................................... X 484 

T o t a l  ....................................................... 440 562 

S p e c i a l  proceeding: 

T o t a l  ......................................................... 3 , 0 2 6 f h  Is,sos 
T o t a l  c r imina l :  

c i r c u i t  Court ................................................. x 6,104 
County Court .................................................. X 72,299 

T o t a l  .......................................................... 24,504fh 78,403 

T r a f f i c :  
C i r c u i t  Court  .................................................. x 258 
County Court ................................................... X 395,534 

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  ................................................... 35,770fh 395,792 

Juveni led :  - - 
T o t a l  j u v e n i l e k  ................................................. NIA N I A  

5,972 
6,795 

12,767 

251 
46,658 
46,909 

73 
18,416 
18,489 

43 
517 
560 

19,049 

6,339 
72,386 
78,725 

792 
392,637 

393,429 

- 
22,561 

x 
X 

7,390 

X 
X 

14,007 

X 
x 

2,343 

X 
X 

442 
2.785 

X 
X 

24,182 

x 
X 

38,133 

- 

Grand t o t a l :  
c i r c u i t  Court .................................................. x 33,661 33,348 X 
County Court ................................................... X 648 814 689,883 X 

T o t a l  ........................................................... 148,989fhi 682:475i 723,231 165,527i 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
N I A  - This c a s e  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  a r e  unavai lab le .  
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case type  a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by ca tegory .  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  OK u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  case is counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  o r  complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of in format ions  or ind ic tments .  
A j u v e n i l e  d i s p o s i t i o n  is counted wi th  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of a formal p e t i t i o n .  

fBeginning pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1976 c o u r t  year  does not  equal  t h e  end pending f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  1975 c o u r t  year.  
hFigure was computed: 

bats are not  complete: 
Beginning pending f i g u r e s  f o r  1976 were computed from f i l n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and end pending da ta .  

-tic r e l a t i o n s  f i l e d  and pending f i g u r e s  do not  i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  adoptions.  
R o b a e e  f i l e d  and pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  d a t a  f o r  guard ianship ,  t r u s t s ,  and o t h e r  probate.  
T o t a l  c i v i l  and grand t o t a l  f i l i n g  and pending f i g u r e s  do not i n c l u d e  d a t a  f o r  adopt ion ,  publ ic  a s s i s t a n c e .  guard ianship ,  t r u s t .  o r  o t h e r  

probate.  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  grand t o t a l  f i l i n g  and pending f i g u r e s  do not inc lude  j u v e n i l e  da ta .  These c a s e s  a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  t o t a l s .  

kAddi t iona l  information: 
A l l  probate.  mental health, adopt ion ,  publ ic  a s s i s t a n c e .  and j u v e n i l e  c a s e s  are handled i n  t h e  County Courts only. 

Source: Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  Courts,  J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  1976 (Nadison, Wisconsin).  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  from t h e  annual r e p o r t  except  t h a t  t o t a l s  
have been computed where necessary.  

WISCONSIU MUNICIPAL JUSTICE COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

136 c o u r t s .  136 iusticesC 
January 1. 1976- to  Defember 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

End 
pending F i l e d  Disposed 

Criminald: 
Ordinance v i o l a t i o n s :  

O t h e r  c r imina l :  
Other ord inance  v i o l a t i o n e  ................................... NIA 

Other c a s e s  .................................................. NIA - 
N I A  25,044 N I A  

- N I A  1,575 N/A 
................................................. T o t a l  c r imina lk  N / A  N I A  26,619 N I A  

I r a f f  ic  : ........................................................ Parking  N I A  N I A  69,676 N/A 
Other  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s :  ...................................................... T r a f f i c  - N I A  - N I A  79,694 N/A 

................................................... T o t a l  t r a f f i c  N I A  N I A  149,370 N /A 

...................................................... Grand t o t a l  N I A  N I A  175,989 N I A  

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
NIA - This case  type  is handled by t h e  c o u r t ,  but t h e  d a t a  are unavai lab le .  

=Judge informat ion:  
There were 136 municipal j u s t i c e s  r e p o r t i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  1976 a s  opposed t o  154 r e p o r t i n g  d a t a  i n  1975. 

average  of 2 112 hours  on t h e  bench and another  3 hours  on r e l a t e d  c o u r t  work each week. 
The munic ipa l  j u s t i c e  spends an  

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  o r  u n i t  of c o u r t :  

kAddi t iona l  information: 
The c r i m i n a l  case  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of complaints.  

In a d d i t i o n  t o  c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s ,  t h e r e  were 15,249 warran ts  i s sued .  
Source: Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  Courts,  J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  1976 (Madison, Wisconsin). S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  annual  r e p o r t  except t h a t  t o t a l s  

have been computed where necessary.  
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Wyoming court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- General appellate jurisdiction in civil 

- Original jurisdiction to hear extra- 
and criminal cases from District Court 

ordinary writs. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. General jurisdiction in civil. 
- General jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Exclusive juvenile code jurisdiction 

(excluding ordinance and traffic 
violations). 

Appeals on taped records. 
Jury trials. 

34 justices of peace 
Jurisdiction: - Civil actions under $1,000 except 
title to real estate. - Misdemeanors (fine less than $100, 
sentence tess than 6 months), 
preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over municipal 
ordinance violations (fine less than 
$200, sentence less than 3 months). 

Jury trials. 

4 Indicates route of appeal. 
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WYOMING SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

End 
pending Filed Disposed Beginning 

pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

civil: 
School districts ........................................... 
County government .......................................... 
Municipalities ............................................. 
State agency ............................................... 
Probate .................................................... 
Workmen's compensation ..................................... 
Parental rights ............................................ 

. Divorce .................................................... 
Reserve questions .......................................... 
Other civil ................................................ 
Juvenile ................................................... 

Total ....................................................... 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Total appeals ................................................. 
Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Total other cases ............................................. 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
80 
36 

116 
- 

14 
14 
- 

3 
2 
9 

12 
2 
1 
0 
7 
1 

44 
1 

82 

128 
4 6 j  - 

10 
10 
- 

3 
4 
3 
6 
1 
3 
1 
5 
1 

70 
0 

97 

125 
28J - 

9 
9 
- 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
65 
54 
119 
- 

15 
15 

Total cases ..................................................... 130 138 134 134 

Manner of disposition 
Opinion ........ 75k 
Order .......... 41 

Time interval (average months) 
Piling the appeal to decision ........ 9.9 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
JExplanatFon of data Included in the category: 

Criminal appeals filed include one bill of exception. 
Criminal appeals disposed include six on reserved questions and one bill of exception. 

The 75 opinions disposed of 93 cases. 
kAdditional information: 

Source: Unpublished data from the clerk of the Supreme Court. Statistics are from this unpublished source except that totals have been computed 
where necessary. 
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WYOIUNG O I S T R I ~  COURTi 
Court of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

7 districts, 13 judges  
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31, 1976 

End 
F i l e d  Disposedi pendingi 

Beginni 
p e n d i n 2  

C i v i l +  
Probate  ........................................................ X 
Other  c i v i l  .................................................... X - 

X 2,132 - X 5,123 - 
X 
X - 

Tota l  c i v i l  ..................................................... 2,789 7,981 7,255 3,515 

h . i i U h a l d :  
Felony: 

687 - Crimina l  ..................................................... 704 1,329 1,346 - 
Tota l  c r i m i n a l  .................................................. 704 1,329 1,346 687 

J u v e n i l e  : 
- - - - .................................................. ( j )  (j) T o t a l  j u v e n i l e  ( j )  (1) 

Grand t o t a l  ...................................................... 3,493 9,310 8,601 4,202 

.h+ N;:;jry Tatal 
c iv i l  .......... 1,808 
c r i m i n a l  ....... 79 273 352 

Tota l  ........... 139 2,021 2,160 

C i v i l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
Defaul t  .......... 3,148 
Dismissa l  ........ 2,233 

Cr imina l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  
G u i l t y  plea ............. 531 
Dismissal ............... 404 

Boldface headings i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  used by t h e  NCSP. 
X - The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  case  type a r e  known t o  be inc luded  i n  t h e  t o t a l  bu t  were not a v a i l a b l e  by category. 

dCase d e f i n i t i o n  or u n i t  of count:  
A c i v i l  c a s e  i s  counted wi th  t h e  f i l i n g  o€ a p e t i t i o n  or complaint.  
The c r i m i n a l  c a s e  u n i t  of count is t h e  number of in format ions .  
The t r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  is not  c o n s i s t e n t  s ta tewide .  

Pending cases and d isposed  cases do not inc lude  c a s e s  f i l e d  b e f o r e  1974. 

There were 815 d i s p o s i t i o n s  of j u v e n i l e  c a s e s ;  however, 3uvenile case f i l i n g s  could not be separa ted  from c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  f i l i n g s .  

i u a t a  a r e  not  complete: 

h i p l a n a t i o n  of d a t a  inc luded  i n  t h e  ca tegory :  
The 

juvenile f i l i n g s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  f i g u r e s  f o r  c i v i l  and criminal cases. 

Source: Unpublished d a t a  provided by t h e  o f f i c e  of c o u r t  coord ina tor .  
computed where necessary.  

S t a t i s t i c s  are from t h e  unpublished source  except t h a t  t o t a l s  have been 

WYOMING JUSTICE COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

34 c o u r t s ,  34 justices of the peace 
January 1, 1976 t o  Decemher 31. 1976 

There were DO d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f a r  cases handled i n  t h e  J u s t i c e  Court for 1976. 

WOMING H U N I C I P A L  COURT 
Court of l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

31 c o u r t s  
January  1, 1976 t o  December 31. 1976 

There were no d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cases handled in t h e  Municipal Court f o r  1976. 
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Appendix A: Sources of 1976 state court caselood statistics 

STATE 

labama 

laska 

r i zona 

rkansas 

aI i f o r n i a  

3 I orado 

m n e c t  l c u t  

elaware 

i s t r i c t  of 
olumbia 

l o r l d a  

eory i a 

awai i 

COURTS OF 
LAST RESORT 

Jnpubiished data provided by 
the c l e r k  of the Supreme Court 

hiaska Court System. 1976 
hnnual Report (Admin is t ra t ive 
l i r e c t o r  of the Courts) and 
men0 from c l e r k  t o  j u s t i c e s  
of  Supreme Court e n t i t l e d  
"Supreme Court A c t i v i t y  1976" 

The Arizona Courts Sumnary 
Report (Admin is t ra t ive O f f  ice 
o f  the Courts) 

Eleventh Annual Report. 1976 
J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  (Executive 
Secretary. J u d i c i a l  %part- 
ment, who i s  a lso the State 
Court Admin ls t ra tor )  

19TI Annual Report o f  the 
J u d i c i a l  Councl I and State 
Court Admln I strator (Adm i n i s- 
t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of  the 
C a l l f o r n l a  Courts) and unpub- 
l ished data provided by the 
Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of the 
Courts 

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report o f  
the Colorado Judic iary  19-76 
(Off i c e  o f  the State Court 
Admi n I s t r a t o r )  

Report o f  the J u d l c i a l  
Department 1974-76 8iennium 
(Chief Court Adminlstrator. 
Judic ia  I Department) 

1 9 7 6 i g n  ~ e p o r t  o f  the 
Delaware Judic iary  (Director. 
Admin is t ra t ive Off ice of the 
Courts) 

1976 Annual Report ( J o i n t  
Committee and Executive 
O f f i c e r )  

J u d i c i a l  Systen S t a t l s t i c a l  
Report 1976 (State Court 
Admin is t ra tor )  

"published data provided by 
he c l e r k  of the SuDrere Court 

S t a t e  of  Hawaii: Annual Report 
19- I976 (Admi n i s t r a t  i ve 
D i r e c t o r  of the Courts) and 
unpublished data provided by 
t h e  c l e r k  of m u r t  

- 
i NTERMED I ATE 

APPELLATE COURTS 

Unpubl lshed data provided by 
t h e  c l e r k  of the Court of 
C i v i l  Appeals and the 
Court o f  Criminal Appeals 

The A r i z m a  Courts Sumnary 
Report (Admin ls t ra t ive O f f i c e  
o f  m e  Courts) 

19TI Annual Report o f  t h e  
J u d i c i a l  Councl l  and S t a t e  
Court A d n l n l s t r a t o r  
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f l c e  of the 
Cai l f o r n i a  Courts) and 
unpublished data provided by 
the Admln is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of  
the Courts 

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report of 
the Colorado J u d i c i a r y  
19-76 (Off Ice of m e  State 
Court Admin is t ra tw)  

Judicial Systen Statlstlcal 
Report 1976 (State Court 
Admin ls t ra tor )  

Unpublished data provided by 
t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  Court of 
Appeals 

GENERAL 
JURI SD lCTi ON COURTS 

Unpublished data provided by 
the Admln.istrative Off ice 
of  Courts 

Alaska Court System. 1976 
Annual R ~ p o r t  (Admi n i S t r a t  i ve 
D i r e c t o r  o f  the Courts) and 
mem from c l e r k  to j u s t i c e s  
of  Supreme Court e n t i t l e d  
"Suprere Court A c t i v i t y  1976" 

The Arizona Courts S u m r y  
Report; The A r l z o M  Courts, 
1977 Annual J u d i c i a l  Report 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of 
t h e  Courts) 

Eleventh Annual Report, 1976 
J u d i c i a l  S t a t l s t i c s  (Exec* 
t i v e  Secretary, Judic ia l  
Department) 

1977 Annual Report o f  t h e  
J u d i c i a l  Council and S t a t e  
Cour t  Admin is t ra tor  
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of the 
C a i l f o r n i a  Courts) and 
unpublished data provided by 
t h e  Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of 
t h e  Courts 

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report o f  
t h e  Colorado Judlciary. 
19-76 (Off i c e ' o f  the State 
Court Administrator ) 

Report of t h e  J u d l c i a l  
Depar tmnt  1974-16 Biennium 
(Chief Court Administrator. 
Judic ia l  Department) and un- 
publ ished data provlded by thi 
O f f i c e  of the Executive 
Secretary 

1976 Annual Report of the 
Delaware J u d i c i a r y  (Director. 
Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of  the 
Courts) 

1976 Annual Report ( J o i n t  
Committee and Executive 
O f f i c e r )  

J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i c a l  
Report 1976 and unpublished 
data provided by the O f f i c e  
of  the State Court 
Administrator 

T h l r d  Annual Report (Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of the Courts) 
and unpublished data provided 
by the Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  
of  the Courts 

S t a t e  of  Hawaii: Annual 
Report 19-76 (Admi n i s t r a t i  v, 
D i r e c t o r  o f  the Courts) and 
l e t t e r  from the O f f i c e  of the 
Adm i n i s t r a t  i VB D I r e c t o r  

L I  M i  TED 
JURI SD iCTl ON CWRTS 

Not Avai lab le 

Alaska Court System, 1976 
Annual Report (Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of the 
Courts) 

The A r l z m a  Courts Suurnary 
Report (Admini s t r a t i  ve 
O f f i c e  of the Courts) 

Eleventh Annual Report, 
1976 Judic ia l  S t a t i s t i c s  
(Executive Secretary, 
Judlc i a l  Department) 

1977 Annual Report of the 
J u d i c i a l  CounclI and S t a t e  
Cour t  A d n l n l s t r a t o r  
(Admin is t ra t ive Of f ice of 
the C a l i t o r n i a  Courts) 

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 
of the C o l a ~ d o  Judiciary, 
1975-76 (Off Ice of the 
State Court Administrator) 

Report o f  me J u d i c i a l  
Department 1974-76 
Biennium (Chief Court 
Admlnistrator, Judic ia l  
Department) 

1976 Annual Report o f  t h e  
Delaware Judic iary  
(Director, Admin is t ra t ive 
O f f i c e  of the Courts) 

J u d i c i a l  System S t a t i s t i -  
cal Report 1916 and un- 
publ ished data provided by 
t h e  O f f i c e  of the State 
Court Administrator 

T h i r d  Annual Report (Ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of the 
Courts) and unpublished 
data provided by the 
Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of  
the Courts 

State of  Hawaii: Annual 
Report 19-76 (Admlnis- 
t r a t i v e  D l r e c t o r  of the 
Courts) 

--- indicates t h a t  the s t a t e  has no court a t  t h i s  level. 
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SOURCES OF 1976 STATE COURT CASELOAD STATiSTlCS (continued) 

COURTS OF 
LAST RESORT 

Idaho Courts 1976 Annual 
Teport (Administrat ive Off ice 
2f the Courts) 

lnpubl ished data provided by 
the c lerk  of the Supreme Court 
snd by the Administrat ive 
I f f i c e  of the I l l i n o i s  Courts 

1976 Indiana Judic ia l  Report 
(Oiv is ion of State Court 
\dmi n i s t r a t  ion 1 

l w a  Supreme Court S ta t i s t i ca l  
iepor t  For the Year 1977 (Clerk 
3f the Supreme Court) and 1976 
Pnnual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report, 
Irma Judiciary (Court 
tdministrator of the Judic ia l  
hpartment) 

<ansas Judlc ia l  Counci I 
3u l l e t i n  1976, M t h  Annual 
ieport ( Jud ic ia l  Council) 

Pnnual Report, 1976 
(Administrat ive O f f i ce  of the 
:ourts) 

Judic ia l  Council Annual Repor t  
with 1976 S ta t i s t i cs  and 
Related Data (Judic ia l  Admin- 
is t ra tor .  who is the State 
2ourt Administrator1 and Annual 
S ta t i s t i ca l  Resume (Of f ice of 
the c le rk ,  Supreme Court of 
Louisiana) and iinpubl ished 
d a t i  f rom a phone cal i 

Annual Report 1977 (Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  Off ice of the Courts) 

Annual Repor t  1974-75. 1975-76 
(Administrat ive O f f i ce  of the 
Courts) 

29th Annual Report to the 
Suprems Judic ia l  Court 1975-76 
(Executive Secretary) 

Jnpubiished document t i t l e d :  
"Status Report, Par t  I :  'lumber 
of Cases in Each State," prc- 
vided by the c lerk  of the 
Supreme Court 

Minnesota State Court Report 
1976-17 (Off ice of the State 
Court Administrator) and The 
State ot the Judiciary 1977 
(Address of Chief Justice 
iobert J. Sheran) 

10th and 11th Annual Stat is -  
t i c a l  Report 1975. 1976 (Exec 
u t i ve  Assistant; Suprem Court 

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

1976 Annual Report of m e  
Supreme Court of I I I i d s  
(Administrat ive O f f i ce  of the 
I i i i n o i s  Courts) 

1976 Indiana Judic ia l  Report 
(Div is ion of State Court 
Administrat ion) 

Annual Report, 1976 
(Administrat ive Of f ice of the 
Courts) 

Judic ia l  Councll Annual 
Repor t  with 1976 S ta t i s t i cs  
and Related Data (Judic ia l  
Administrator) 

Annual Report 1974-75,1975-76 
(Administrat ive O f f i ce  of the 
Courts ) 

a m  Annual Report t o  the 
Sup- Judic ia l  Court 1975- 
76 (Executive Secretary) 

Annual Report 1976-77 (State 
Court Admi n i s t ra to r )  

GENERAL 
JURI SDlCTlON COURTS 

Idaho Courts 1976 Annua I 
R e p o r t  (Administrat ive O f f i ce  
of the Courts 

1976 ~ n n u a l  ~eport of m e  
Supreme Court of I l l i n o i s  
(Administrat ive O f f i ce  of the 
i i I inois Courts) 

1976 indiana Judic ia l  Report 
(Div is ion of State Court 
Administration) 

1976 Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  
Report, i a a  Judiciary (Court 
Administrator of the Judic ia l  
Department) 

Kansas Judiclat Council 
B u l l e t i n  1976. 50th Annual 
Report (Judic ia l  Counci l)  and 
S t a t i s t i c a l  Report on the 
D i s t r i c t  C w r t s  1976 (Off ice 
of Judic ia l  Administrator) 

Annual R a p a t  1976 
(Adm,inistrative O f f i ce  of the 
Courts) 

Judic ia l  Councll Annual 
Repop wi th  1976 S ta t i s t i cs  
and Related Data (Judic ia l  
Administrator1 

Annual Report 1977 (Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  O f f i ce  of the Courts) 
and unpublished data en t i t l ed  
"Summary of c lerks mn th l y  
report t o , the  chief j us t i ce  
for  the year, ending Dec. 31, 
1974" 

Annual Report 19-76 
(Administrat ive O f f i ce  of the 
Courts) 

ZJth Annual Rsport t o  the 
Supreme Judic ia l  C a r t  1975- 
76 (Executive Secretary) 

Annual Repor t  19-76 (State 
Court Administrator) and 1976 
Annual Rep& (Recorder's 
Court of the C i t y  of Detroit ,  
Michigan) 

Minnesota State Court R e p o r t  

1976-77 (Off ice of the State 
Court Administrator) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the Judic ia l  Council 

LIMITED 
JURI SDl CTlON COURTS 

1976 indiana Judic ia l  
R e p o r t  (D iv is ion of State 
Court Administration) 

Kansas Judic ia l  Council 
B u l l e t i n  1975. 49th Annual 
Report; 1976. 50th Annual 
Report (Judic ia l  Council) 

Annual Report, 1976 
(Administrat ive O f f i ce  of 
the Courts) 

Judic ia l  Council Annual 
Repor t  w i t h  1976 Stat is-  
t i c s  and Related Data 
(Judic ia l  Administrator) 

Annual R e p o r t  1977 
(Administrat ive Of f ice of 
the Courts) 

Annual Report 1975-76 
(Administrat ive Off ice of 
the Courts) 

Annual R e p o r t  to m e  
Supreme Judic ia l  Court 
1975-76 (Executive 
Secretary) 

Annual Report 197F76 
(State Court Administrator 

Minnesota State Court 

~ e p o r t  197677 (o f f  ice of 
the State Court Adminis- 
t r a t o r )  

Not avai lable 

--- indicates that  the s tate h a s  no court a t  t h i s  level 
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STATE 

qissouri 

\ 
dontana 

iebraska 

ievada 

iew Hampshir 

dew Jersey 

dew Mexico 

iew York 

b r t h  
h r o l  ina 

i o r t h  Dakotz 

) h i 0  

)k lahoma 

h g 0 "  

SOURCES OF 1976 STATE COURT CASELOAD STATISTICS (continued) 

COURTS OF 
LAST RESORl 

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 1976 
(Of f ice of the State Court 
Adml n I s t r a t o r )  

The State of t h e  Judic iary  
(19771 (Chief Justice, Montana 
supreme Court) 

The Courts of Nebraska 1976 
(Off i c e  of the State Court 
Admin is t ra tor )  and unpublished 
data provided by the c l e r k  
of the Supreme Court 

Nevada S t a t e  of the Judic iary  
Massage 1975-1976 (Chief 
Just ice Supreme Court ) i n  l n t s  
A l l a  ( A p r i l  1977) and un- 
publ-ished data from c l e r k  of 
Suoreme c o u r t  

The Slx teenth Biennia l  Report 
o f  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Counci l  of the 
State of Ne* Hampshire 
(Chairman, Judic ia l  Counci l )  

Annual Report 1975-76 
(Admini s t r a t i  ve D i r s c t o r  of 
t h e  Courts1 

Annual Repor t  1976 (Judic ia l  
Department of the State of 
New Mexico) 

22nd Annual Report 1977 
(The Admin is t ra t ive b a r d  of 
the J u d i c i a l  Conference, of 
which the Court Administrator 
i s  Secretary) 

Supreme Court Caseload 
S t a t i s t i c s ,  Spring Term 1976; 
F a l l  Term 1976 (unpublished) 
from c l e r k  of Suprere Court 

Annual Report. Calendar Year 
1976 (North Dakota Judic ia l  
Council, of which the State 
Court Admin ls t ra tor  i s  Execu- 
t i v e  Secretary) and unpubiishe 
data from c l e r k  of cour t  

Ohio Courts S u m r y  1976 
( O f f i c e  of the Admin is t ra t ive 
D i r e c t o r )  

Report M the Judic iary  1976 
(Admini s t r a t i  ve D i rector  o f  
the Courts) 

23rd Annual Report Relat ing t a  
J u d i c i a l  A c h i n i s t r a t i o n  I n  ths 
Courts of Oregon, 1976 
(Off ice of the State Court 
Admin is t ra tor )  

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE CMJRTS 

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 
1976 (Of f ice of the State 
Court Admin is t ra tor )  

Annual Report i97S-76 
(Admi n l s t r a t i  ve D i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  Courts) 

Annual Repor t  1976 ( J u d i c i a l  
Department of the State of  
New Mexico) 

22nd Annual Report 1977 
(The Admin is t ra t ive Board of 
the J u d i c i a l  Conference) and 
unpublished data supplied by 
O f f i c e  of Court Administrat ior 

Nor th Carol ina Courts 1976 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of the 
Courts) and unpublished data 
from c l e r k  of Court of Appeal! 

............................. 

Ohio Courts S u m r y  1976 
( O f f i c e  of the Admin is t rd t ive 
D i r e c t o r )  

Report on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  1976 
(Admin is t ra t ive D i r e c t o r  o f  
t h e  Courts) 

23rd Annual Report R e l a t i n g  
t o  J u d i c i a l  Admin ls t ra t ion i n  
t h e  Courts of  Oregon,  1976 
(Of f  ice of the State Court 
Administrator) 

GENERAL 
JURI SD l CTl ON COURTS 

Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 
1976 (Off ice of the State 
Court Admin is t ra tor )  

rhe s t a t e  of m e  J u d l c l a r y  
:ig77) (Chief Justice, Montana 
iupreme Court) 

The Courts of Nebraska 1976 
(Off i c e  of the State Court 
Admin is t ra tor )  and unpublisher 
data provided by the o f f  ice 
o f  the State Court Adminis- 
t r a t o r  

Unpublished data from m e  two 
d i s t r i c t s  

The Six teenth Biennia l  Report 
of t h e  J u d i c i a l  Cauncl l  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  Ne* Hampshire 
(Chairman, Judic ia l  Counci l)  

Annual Report 1975-76 
(Admini s t r a t  i v e  D i rector  
o f  the Courts) 

Annual Report 1976 (Judic ia l  
Department o f  the State of 
New Mexico) 

Z n d  Annual Report 1977 
(Admin is t ra t ive Board of the 
J u d i c i a l  Conference) 

Nor th Carolina Courts 1976 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of the 
Courts) 

Annual Report, Calendar Y e a r  
1976 and The Nor th Dakota 
J u d l c l a l  Master Prqlram for 
t h e  Fi 1977-79 Biennium 
(North Dakota Judic ia l  
Counci I )  

Ohio Courts S u m r y  1976 
( O f f i c e  of the Admin is t ra t ive 
D i r e c t o r )  

Report M t h e  Judic iary  1976 
(Admini s t r a t i  ve D i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  Courts) 

22nd and 2 3 r d  Annual Reports 
R e l a t i n g  to J u d i c i a l  A h l n i s -  
t r a t i o n  I n  t h e  Courts of 
Or-, 1975 and 1976 
( O f f i c e  of the State Court 
Administrator) 

LiMiTED 
JURI SD l CTl ON COURTS 

Annual S t a t l s t i c a l  Report 
1976 ( O f f i c e  of the State 
2ourt Admin is t ra tor )  

Not aval lab le 

The Courts of Nebraska 
1976 ( O f f i c e  of the State 
Court Admin is t ra tor )  and 
unpubl lshed data provided 
by m e  o f f  ice of the State 
Court Administrator 

Not avai lab le 

The Six teenth Biennia l  
Report of me J u d l c i a l  
Council o f  m e  State of  
Ne* Hampshire (Chairman, 
Judic ia l  Counci l)  

Annual Report 1975-76 and 
Proceedings I n  m e  
Municipal Courts, Sept. I. 
1975 t o  Aug. 31. 1976 
U d m i n i s t r a t i  ve D i r e c t o r  
o f  the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided 
by the Admin is t ra t ive 
Of f  ice of the Courts 

22nd Annual Report 1977 
and 23rd Annual R e p o r t  
1978 (Admin is t ra t ive Board 
of  the Judic ia l  Conference: 

N e  C a r O l i M  Courts 1976 
end 1977 (Admin is t ra t ive 
O f f  ice of the Courts) 

Annual Report, Calendar 
Year 1976 (North Dakota 
Judic ia l  Counci l)  

Ohio Courts S u m r y  1976 
( O f f i c e  of the Adminis- 
t r a t  i ve Director :  

R e p o r t  M t h e  Judic iary  
1976 (Admin is t ra t ive 
Di rector  of the Courts) 

22nd and 23rd Annual 
Reports R e l a t i n g  to 
J u d l c i a l  Ah in is t ra t im 
i n  the Courts of Oregon,  
1975 and 1976 (Of f ice of 
the State Court Adminis- 
t r a t o r )  

--- indicates t h a t  the s t a t e  has no cour t  a t  t b i s  level (continued) 
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SOURCES OF 1976 STATE COURT CASELOAD STATISTICS (continued) 

STATE 

'ennsyivania 

'uerto Rico 

lhode is land 

jouth 
:ami ina 

South Dakota 

rennessee 

lexas 

Jtah 

iler-nt 

I i r y  i n i  a 

Washington 

dest 
V i  r y  i n l a  

N i scons i n 

nlyoming 

COURTS OF 
LAST RESORT 

1976 Annual Report 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of the 
Pennsylvania Courts) 

Annual Report 197576 (Off ice 
o t  Court Administrat ion) 

Report on t h e  Judiciary, 1976 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of the 
Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by 
t h e  c l e r k  of the Supreme Court 

%siness of the Court" 
(unpublished) from c l e r k  of 
Suoreme Court 

1976 Annual Report (Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court o f  
Tennessee) 

48th Annual Report (976 
(Texas J u d i c i a l  Council, o f  
which the State Court hdmin- 
i s t r s t o r  i s  Executive D i r e c t o r  

Unpubiished data froin c l e r k  
o t  Supreme Court and NCSC 
Western Regional O f f i c e  

J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Year 
Ending December 31, 1976 
(Of t  ice of n e  Court 
Administrator1 

State of t h e  Judic iary  Report 
1976 (Of f ice of the Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court) 

a t h  Annual Report 1976 
(Of f ice of the Administrator 
f o r  the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by 
Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of the 
Courts 

J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  1976 
(Administrator of the Courts) 

Unpublished data trom the 
c l e r k  o t  the Supreme Court 

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

1976 Annual Report 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of the 
Pennsylvania Courts) 

1976 Annual Report (Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court of 
lennessee) 

48th Annual Report 1976 
(Texas J u d i c i a l  Counci l)  

a m  Annual ~ e p w t  1976 
(Off ice of the Admin is t ra tor  
f o r  n e  Courts) 

GENERAL 
JURiSDiCTlON COURTS 

1976 Annual Report 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  of  the 
Pennsylvania Courts) 

Annual Rsyurt 1975-76 (Of f ice 
of  Court Admintstrat ion) 

~ e p &  on m e  Judiciary. 1976 
(Admin is t ra t ive O f f i c e  ot  the 
Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the South Carol ina Court 
Administrat ion O f f i c e  and 
South Carol ina O f f i c e  o t  the 
Attorney Genera i 

~Cunbined 1975-76 Judic ia l  
Annual Report" (unpubl ished) 
from Court Admin is t ra tor 's  
O f f i c e  

1976 Annual Report (Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

48th Annual Report 1976 
(Texas J u d i c i a l  Counci I )  

Annual Report, Utah Courts 
July 1975-June 1976 (Utah 
Judic ia l  Counci l)  

J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  fac Year 
Ending December 31, 1976 
(Off ice of the Court 
Administrator) 

S t a t e  of the Judic iary  Report 
1976 (Off ice of the Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court) 

W h  Annual Report 1976 
( O f f i c e  of  the Administrator 
f o r  the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided 
by the Admi n i s t r a t i  ve 
O t t i c e  of the Courts 

J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  1976 
(Admin is t ra tor  o f  the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided 
by the Off ice of the Court 
Ccordi nator 

L i M iTE0 
JUR i SDlCT I ON DJURTS 

1976 Annual Report and 
1977 Annual Report 
(Admin ls t ra t ive O f f i c e  of 
t h e  Pennsylvania Courts) 

Annual Report 197576 
( O f f i c e  of  Court 
Admin is t ra t ion)  

~epor t  on m e  Judiciary, 
1976 (Admini s t r a t  i v e  O f t  ice 
o f  the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided 
by the South Carol ina 
Court Administrat ion 
Of f  i c e  

Not avai lab le 

a m  Annual Report 1976 
(Texas Judic ia l  Counci l)  

Juveni le  Court for the 
S t a t e  of Utah. Annual R e  
port, 1976 (Admin is t ra t ive 
O f f i c e  of Juvenile Court) 
and Annual Report. Utah 
Courts July 197S-June 
1976 (Utah J u d i c i a l  

Counc i i ) 

J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  
Y e a r  Endlng December 31, 
1976 ( O f f i c e  of the Court 
Administrator) 

State of t h e  Judic iary  
Report 1976 (Oft ice of the 
Executive Secretary, 
supreme Court) 

ath Annual Report 1976 
( O f f i c e  of the 
Administrator f o r  the 
Courts) 

Not Avai lab le 

J u d i c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  1976 
(Admin is t ra tor  of the 
Courts) 

Not avai lab le 

_-- indicates t h a t  the s t a t e  has no intermediate appel la te  court. 
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Appendix B: Technical discussion 
of estimation procedure 

An estimation procedure was used 
to allow the presentation of esti- 
mated national totals for appellate 
court and trial court caseflow. 
Through this procedure, estimates 
were arrived at for totals, in those 
states with missing data for begin- 
ning pendings, filings, dispositions, 
or end pendings in either the court 
of last resort or the intermediate 
appellate court, and for filings and 
dispositions for state trial court 
totals (civil, criminal, traffic, and 
juvenile cases). These estimates 
are, however, made from data that has 
neither been verified nor tested for 
reliability. 

veloping caseload estimates for the 
appellate and trial courts involved 
three essential steps. The first 
step was to determine a set of inde- 
pendent variables to be used. Next, 
the relationship between these vari- 
ables and the dependent variables 
was examined. The final and more 
time-consuming step was the develop- 
ment of a meaningful estimation 
equation. 

were selected for use in the devel- 
opment of the estimation equation, 
because of their possible relation- 
ship to the caseload in the appel- 
late or trial courts. Many of these 
were population variables, because 
population has long been considered 
a good indicator of caseload. The 
variables initially considered in- 
cluded the number of judges in the 
court, the population of the state, 
the population in Standard Metro- 
politan Statistical Areas, the popu- 
lation in other cities, the popula- 
tion in rural areas, the number of 
intermediate appellate courts, the 
number of courts of last resort, the 

The procedure followed for de- 

Several independent variables 

population per square mile, the per- 
cent change in state population from 
1970 to 1975, the percent change in 
state population from 1974 to 1975,- 
the per capita income, the prison 
population, the Uniform Crime Report 
crime rates, the number of motor ve- 
hicle registrations, the total state 
general expenditures, the total gen- 
eral judicial expenditures, and other 
population and economic variables. 

in machine-readable form to allow use 
of the Statistical Analysis System 
(SAS), release 76.6D, at the College 
of William and Mary Computer Center. 
The cards for each state contained 
data on each of the independent var- 
iables listed above as well as the 
dependent variables, which were the 
number of beginning pending, filed, 
disposed, and end pending cases for 
the courts of last resort and inter- 
mediate appellate courts and the 
state total filings and dispositions 
for trial courts. In the states with 
two courts of last resort, Oklahoma 
and Texas, the sum of the data from 
the two courts was used. Similarly, 
in states with two intermediate ap- 
pellate courts, the sum of the data 
from the ‘two courts was used. The 
data for all trial courts in a state 
were summed to give a filing and dis- 
position total separately for civil, 
criminal, traffic, and juvenile 
cases. 

ment of the estimation equations was 
to plot each of the independent var- 
iables against each of the dependent 
variables. This was done with the 
use of the SCATTER (two variable 
plots) sub-program in SAS. These 
plots were visually examined for 
determination of the non-linear rela- 
tionships which existed between the 

The data for each state were put 

The second step in the develop- 
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independent and dependent variables. 
This examination resulted in trans- 
formations of several of the inde- 
pendent variables to produce linear- 
ity with the dependent variable. 

f o r  the transformations were natural 
logarithm, square root, square of the 
variable, inverse of the variable, 
and exponential function. In addi- 
tion, two or more variables were com- 
bined by multiplication or division 
to produce new variables that more 
closely predicted the dependent var- 
iables. 

were not available for Puerto Rico. 
Because of this situation, only the 
data for the fifty states and the 
District of Columbia were used in 
development of the estimation equa- 
tions. 

The final step was the develop- 
ment of the estimation equations. 
This was accomplished by the use of 
the SYSREG (least squares regression) 
and STEPWISE (stepwise regression) 
sub-programs 'in SAS. The stepwise 
regression procedure was used to al- 
low entry of the variables one at a 
time into the regression equation. 
The o tput from this procedure gave 
the R value (the percent of var- 
iation in the dependent variable that 
was explained by the variation of the 
variables in the regression equa- 
tion), the F-ratio for the regression 
equation (the ratio that indicates 
the statistical significance o f  the 
entire regression equation), the 
F-ratio for each variable in the 
equation (the ratio that indicates 
the statistical significance of the 
individual variables in the equa- 
tion), and the values of the coeffi- 
cients for the independent variables 
in the regression equation. In ad- 
dition, the residual for each case 
was given. plots of the residuals 
against the independent variables and 
the predicted values for the depen- 
dent variables were generated by the 
PLOT subprogram. All this output 

The mathematical functions used 

Data on all independent variables 

Y 

was used to select the best estima- 
tion equations possible, given the 
set of independent variables. 

Several equations were developed 
for each of the dependent variables. 
The different equations were obtained 
by the stepwise regression procedure 
because the tolerance level (the per- 
cent of variation in the independent 
variable not explained by the varia- 
tion of the independent variables 
already in the regression equation) 
and the F-ratio level (the F-ratio 
that would be associated with the 
variable if it were entered next into 
the equation) were changed to create 
more or less stringent conditions for 
inclusion of variables in the equa- 
tion. The various equations were 
developed so that each equation could 
be examined for satisfaction of the 
assumptions for using the regression 
procedure. 

For each of the estimation equa- 
tions, the residuals and the residual 
plots were examined. The residual 
plots were checked for correlation 
of the residuals with the dependent 
variable, for correlation between the 
residuals and the predicted values 
for the dependent variables, and for 
correlation between the residuals and 
the independent variables. Variable 
transformations were used to stabi- 
lize the variance of the residuals. 
Those estimation equations with rel- 
atively little correlation between 
the residuals and the dependent var- 
iable, the predicted values of the 
dependent variable, and the indepen- 
dent variables were selected for fur- 
ther consideration. 

cause of low correlation of the resi- 
duals with the dependent, predicted 
depen ent, and independent variables, 
the R statistic and F-ratio for 
the equation and the individual var- 
iables were examined. This procedure 
then led to the selection of the 
estimation equations for use in esti- 
mating values for those states having 
missing data. 

For those equations selected be- 

9 
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Because,of the size of error of 
the equations, 95% confidence inter- 
vals were generated, using the GLM 
(generalized linear models) sub- 
program of SAS, for each of the 
estimated values. The sum of these 
confidence interval values and the 
reported values are shown in Tables 1 
and 16. In 95 out of 100 times, the 
95% confidence interval would be ex- Q 

pected to include the true value for 

a particular court data element (be- 
ginning pending, filed, disposed, end 
pending). 

The simplified estimation equa- 
tion for each dependent variable is 
given below along with the R2 stat- 
istic and the F-ratio values for each 
equation. First, a few codes for the 
variables are listed on the following 
page for ease in reading the equa- 
tions. 
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BPCOLR--Beginning pendings for 
courts of iast resort. 

FCOER--Filings for courts of last 
resort . 

DCOLR--Dispositions tor courts of 
last resort. 

EPCOLR--End pendings for courts of 
last resort. 

BPIAC--Beginning pendings for inter- 
mediate appellate courts. 

FIAC--Filings for intermediate appel- 
late courts. 

DIAC--Gispositions for intermediate 
appellate courts. 

EPIAC--End pendings for intermediate 
appellate courts. 

FCIVIL--State total c i v i l  filings in 
trial courts. 

DCIVIL--State total c i v i l  disposi- 
tions in trial courts. 

FCRIM--State total criminal filings 
in trial courts. 

DCRIM--S t at e tot a1 criminal dispos i- 
tions in trial courts. 

FTRAF--State total traff ic  filings 
in trial courts. 

DTRAF- -S t at e tot a 1 tra f f i c  d ispo s i- 
tions in trial courts. 

FJUV--State total juvenile filings 
in trial courts. 

DJUV--State total juvenile disposi- 
tions in trial courts. 

JDDGE--The number of judges in the 
court(s) of last resort tor each 
state, 1976. 

POPULATION--The estimates for state 
population on July 1, 1976." 

NOCOLR--The number of courts of last 
resort for each state. 

TOTEXP--State total general expendi- 
tures in thoussands, 1976.*** 

AGE14T017--State total population in 
age 14 to 17 group, 1976." 

MVREGIS--State total 1976 motor 
vehicle registrations in 
thousands .* 

SMSA--State total population in the 
Standard Metropolitan Statisti- 
cal Areas, 1976."" 

TOTJUD--State total general judicial 
expenditures in thousands, 
1976.*** 

METROPOP--State total metropolitan 
population, 1975." 

* 

** 

*** 

Source of the population esti- 
mates, metropolitan population, 
population aged 14 to 17, motor 
vehicle registrations, percent 
change in population, and 
population per square mile is 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
Statistical Abstract of the 
United States: 1976. 97th 

I - .  - 

edition (Washington, D.C., 1976). 
Source of the SMSA population 
estimates is U.S. Department of 
Justice, Uniform Crime Reports 
for the United States (Washing- 
ton, D.C.: U.S. Government 
Printing Office, 1975). 
Source of the state general and 
judicial expenditures is the 
U.S. Department of Justice, 
LEAA, Bureau of Census, Expendi- 
ture and EmDlovment Data for the 
Criminal Justice System: 1976 
(Washington, D .C. , U. S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, 1978). 
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Courts of last resort 

Beginning pendings 

The estimation equation for beginning pendings in the courts of last 
resort is: 

BPCOLR = EPCOLR + DCOLR - FCOLR 

Fi 1 ing s 

The simplified estimation equation for filings in the courts of last 
resort is: 

FCOLR = -724.8 + 1.8 x x JUDGE x POPULATION + 1088.1 x NOCOLR 

with R2 = .81 and 

-ratio = 95.53 p < ,0001 F2.45 

Dispositions 

The simplified estimation equation for dispositions in the courts of last 
resort is: 

DCOLR = 8.1 + 0.94 x FCOLR 

with R2 = .98 and 

.End Pendings 

The simplified estimation equation for end pendings in the courts of last 
resort is: 

EPCOLR = -881.3 + 0.44 x FCOLR + 938.8 x NOCOLR - 1.4 x x exp(JUDGE) 

with R2 = .71 and 

F3,%-ratio = 27-83 p < .0001 
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Intermediate appellate courts 

Beginning pendings 

The estimation equation for beginning pendings in the intermediate appel- 
late courts is: 

BPIAC = EPIAC + DIAC - FIAC 

Filings 

No estimation equation was necessary for filings in the intermediate 
appellate courts because all these courts reported filings. 

D i spos it ions 

The simplified estimation equation for dispositions in the intermediate 
appellate courts is: 

DIAC = .90 x FIAC 

with R2 = .99 and 

F ,,*, -ratio = 2 , 3 3 8 . 5 ,  p < .(IO01 

End pendings 

The simplified estimation equation for end pendings in the intermediate 
appellate courts is: 

EPIAc = 0.17 x (FIAC>"* 

with R2 = .84 and 

Fl,16-ratio = 8 4 . 8 ,  p < .0001 
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Trial Court C i y i . 1  

Filings 

The simplified estimation equation for total c i v i l  filings in the trial 
courts is: 

FCIVIL = -821.8 + 6 . 4  x x TOTEXP 

with R 2  = .94 and 

FIDz7-ratio = 4 3 6 . 6 ,  p < .0001 

DisDositions 

The simplified estimation equation for total c iv i l  dispositions in the 
trial courts is: 

DCIVIL = 0 . 9 4  x FCIVIL 

with R2 = .99 and 

FlD19-ratio = 3 , 0 0 4 . 8 ,  p < .0001 

Trial Court Criminal 

Filings 

The simplified estimation equation for total criminal filings in the trial 
courts is: 

FCRIM = 1 .6  x x (POPULATION) 

with R2 = .90 and 

-ratio = 156.5, p < .0001 F1, 18 
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D i s po s it ions 

The simplified estimation equation for total crhthal dispositions in the 
trial courts is: 

DCRIM = 225,101 - 2 x AGE14T017 - 39,734 x ln(MVRJ3GIS) + 185 x MVREGIS 

+ 163 x 10'~ x POPULATION 

with R2 = .97 and 

ratio = 109.7, p < .0001 F4, 13- 

Note to explain lri(MVRJ3GIS): The function In used in this equation is the 
natural logarithmic function to the base e. The value of ln(MVREG1S) is the 
power (exponent) of e which will yield MVREGIS. 

Trial Court Traffic 

Filings 

The simplified estimation equation for total traffic filings in the trial 
courts is: 

FTRAF = 373,015 + 3.5 x x (SMSA>* 

1 1 1  with R2 = .96 and 

I1 -ratio = 384.2, p < .0001 F1, 18 

Dispositions 

The simplified estimation equation for total traffic dispositions in the 
trial courts is: 

DTRAF = -814,279 + 0.62 x FTRAF + 73,765 x ln(FTRAF) + 4.5 x lom5 x (TOTJUD) 2 

with R2 = .99 and 

F3,8-ratio = 2,514.3, p < .0001 

Note to explain ln(FTRAF): 
natural logarithmic function to the base e. 
power (exponent) of e which will yield FTRAF. 

The function In used in this equation is the 
The value of ln(FTRAF) is the 
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Trial Court Juvenile 

Filings 

The simplified estimation equation.for total juvenile filings in the trial 
courts is: 

FJUV = 4 x (METROPOP>'57 

with R2 = .68 and 

F,,38-ratio = 81.3 ,  p < .0001 

Dispositions 

The simplified estimation equation for total juvenile, dispositions in the 
trial courts is: 

DJUV = 490 + 0.98 x FJUV 

F,,28-ratio = 5,137.7, p < .0001 
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS 
National  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  

USER EVALUATION 
S t a t e  Court Caseload S t a t i s t i c s :  Annual Report, 1976 

)ear Reader: 
The Nat ional  Court S t a t i s t i c s  P r o j e c t  is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your comments and 

iuggestions about t h i s  r epor t .  We have provided t h i s  form f o r  whatever 
)pinions you wish t o  express  about it. P lease  cu t  out both of t h e s e  pages, 
; t a p l e  them toge ther ,  and m i l  t o  t h e  p rep r in t ed  address.  

:hank you f o r  your help.  

1. For what purpose d id  you use t h i s  r epor t ?  

2. For t h a t  purpose, t h e  r epor t -  OMet most of my needs OMet some of my 

needs OMet none of my needs 

3. How w i l l  t h i s  r e p o r t  be use fu l  t o  you? 

0 Data source  

0 Teaching m a t e r i a l  

0 Other (p l ease  s p e c i f y )  

0 W i l l  not be u s e f u l  t o  me  - 0 Reference f o r  a r t i c l e  or r e p o r t  

General  information 
(p l ease  exp la in )  

0 Criminal jus  t i ce  program planning 

4 .  Which p a r t s  of t h e  r epor t ,  i f  any, were d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand or use? 
How could they be improved? 

Page 1 



5. Can you poin t  out s p e c i f i c  p a r t s  of t h e  text  or t a b l e  notes  t h a t  are not 
clear or terms t h a t  need t o  be def ined? 

6. Are t h e r e  ways t h i s  r e p o r t  could be improved t h a t  you have not mentioned? 

7. Please suggest  o ther  t op ic s  you would l i k e  t o  see addressed i n  f u t u r e  
r e p o r t s  us ing  S t a t e  Court Caseload data. 

8. I n  what capac i ty  d id  you use  this r epor t ?  

0 Researcher Educator S tudent  

Criminal j u s t i c e  agency employbe 

0 Government other  t han  criminal j u s t i c e  - Speci fy  

0 Other - Speci fy  
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9. I f  you used t h i s  r e p o r t  as a governmental employee, p l ease  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
l e v e l  of government. I 
0 Federal  

0 S t a t e  

0 County 

0 City 

0 Other - Speci fy  

10. I f  you used t h i s  r e p o r t  as a criminal j u s t i c e  agency employee, p l ease  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  s e c t o r  i n  which you work. 

I Law enforcement (po l i ce )  0 Correct ions 

0 Legal s e r v i c e s  and prosecut ion  

0 Pub l i c  or p r i v a t e  defense s e r v i c e s  

0 Paro le  

0 criminal j u s t  ice  planning 

1 0 Courts or cour t  admin i s t r a t ion  0 Other criminal j u s t i c e  
agency - Speci fy  type 0 Probat ion  

11. I f  you used t h i s  r e p o r t  as a c r imina l  j u s t i c e  employee, p l ease  i n d i c a t e  
t h e  type  of p o s i t i o n  you hold. Mark a l l  t h a t  apply.  

I 0 Agency or i n s t i t u t i o n  admin i s t r a to r  Q Program or p r o j e c t  manager 

0 General program planner /eva lua tor /  

0 Budget planner/evaluator /analys  t 

0 Operations or management planner/  

0 S t a t i s t i c i a n  

0 Other - Speci fy  
a n a l y s t  

evalua t or /ana lys  t 
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Please 
A f f i x  
Postage 

National Court S t a t i s t i c s  Project 
National Center fo r  S t a t e  Courts 
300 Newport Avenue 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

( fo ld  here) 
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