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students were referred to law
enforcement from school, and students
were arrested at school.

African American students make up of
students suspended, but only of students
enrolled in public schools.
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students received one or more out of school
suspensions nationally.

students were expelled (out of school for 365
days) without education services.

students were referred to law enforcement
from school, and students were arrested at
school.

African American students make up of
students suspended, but only of students
enrolled in public schools.

U.S. Department of Education Civil Rights Data
Collection: ocrdata.ed.gov
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Data in Context

I think if they spent as much money

on education and projects for youth,

the amount of kids getting locked up
would be cut way back.

It's not right because they spend
more money on us being locked up,
then they spend on our education.

We need more counselors in the
schools.

More teachers for fewer students.

Communities could be using the
money that ya'll are using to lock
people up with. That money could

support families in need.




FOR YOUTH

UNITED FAMILIES,
SAFE COMMUNITIES

What is RISE for Youth?

RISE (Reinvest In Supportive
Environments) for Youth is a
non-partisan campaign
coalition in support of
community-based alternatives
to youth incarceration.



GOALS

Increase the likelihood that youth will become
law-abiding adults by investing in community-
based alternatives to juvenile justice system
involvement.

Reduce the number of youth arrested,
referred, under the supervision of the
Department of Juvenile Justice or committed
to the Department of Juvenile Justice.

Close Virginia’s juvenile prisons and re-invest
savings from their closure into evidence-
informed, community-based alternatives that

F R YOUTH will keep youth at home with their families and
communities and keep communities safer.

U N ITE D FA M I Ll E S, Build a true continuum of evidence-informed

SAFE COMM UN |T| ES placements for youth that cannot safely remain

in their homes.
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Being locked up hurts because I feel
like I was doing right,

trying to provide for my family, and
then I'm taken away.

The longer I'm locked up the more I
learn to be a better criminal.

Kids should be able to do community
service instead of getting locked up.
We need more options.
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Why Now is the Time for Reform?

Expensive| In FY 2015, Virginia spent over
$142,000 to incarcerated one youth for one year
in a juvenile prison.

Ineffective | In FY 2015, 73.4% of youth who
were released from juvenile prisons were
reconvicted of new offenses within 3 years.

Disproportionality| In FY 2015, Black youth
made up 67.2% of the youth in juvenile prisons,
but 21% of the youth population in Virginia.

Source: Department of Juvenile Justice Data Resource
Guide (2015) and KIDS Count Data Center, Voices for
Virginia’s Children
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