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Learning Objectives

1. Identify roles that judicial officers and 

educators can play in educating the public;

2. Build skills for public legal education;

3. Motivate participants to implement civic and 

law-related education programs.
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What are you doing?

• What are you doing to educate the public 

about the courts and the judiciary? 

• In or out of the courthouse, how do you 

engage with or educate the public (of all 

ages)?
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Education programs and models

Schools/Students The public 
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Florida Justice Teaching 

Institute for Teachers
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Experiencing Justice
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Justice Teaching 

Partnerships 
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Student simulations 

Florida High 

School Moot 

Court 

Florida High 

School and 

middle school 

Mock Trial 
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Educating Adults
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BENCHMARKS LESSONS

Constitution and the Bill of Rights

Courts and the Judicial Branch

Special Topics 
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• Series of activities developed for adult, nonpartisan

group presentations.

• Designed for use by attorneys and judges.

• Activities range from 30 to 50 minutes.

• Presentation materials:

– Most activities include a PowerPoint and engaging activities to 

draw audience members into the presentation.

• Presenters can receive CLE Credit (Ethics) for 

presentations made (up to three credits per reporting 

period)

Benchmarks Adult Civics 

Education 
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Six Ordinary People

What if your life was in the hands of six 

ordinary people?

If you walked into the courtroom accused of 

a crime  what qualities or characteristics do 

you want in those six people?
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The Scarlet Tag 

Florida 

Sunshine State 

DUI    123
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http://ivp.nawj.org/



FAIR COURTS = JUSTICE



How are judges different from 
other elected officials?

Legislators make 

decisions based on the 

needs/desires of their 

constituents or voters, 

their own beliefs, or their 

political party’s agenda.

Judges must follow the law

and should not be influenced 

by politics, special interest 

groups, money, public 

opinion or  their own 

personal beliefs.

The judicial branch is not a 

political or representative 

branch. 



There are five novels in the Justice Case Files series and a sixth one in the works! 

www.ncsc.org/justicecasefiles

NCSC Justice Case Files Series





The Case of the Cyberbully is a

lesson in due process, justice –

and the Magna Carta! 

Justice Case Files 5: The Case of the 

Cyberbully

www.ncsc.org/justicecasefiles





Students Stand Against Bullying
A Collection of Student Essays



Lesson plans are judges’ 

and judicial educators’ best 

friend. 

NCSC provides complimentary, 

downloadable lesson plans for 

Justice Case Files 1-3 and 5. 

www.ncsc.org/justicecasefiles







Judicial Opportunities

• Street Law

• Judges in the Classroom

• Youth Courts 

• YMCA  Mock Trial Competition

• We the People…the Citizen and the Constitution

• iCivics





Judges in the Classroom

• Free online lessons  K-12

• Can be used by a variety of presenters.



•Teach one day per week – approximately  16 
contact hours with students

•Work out syllabus

•Attend training

•Serve as law resource

•Arrange court visits

•In-class mock trial

Specialized street law 

partnership: teachers and 

judges working together



YMCA Mock Trial



We the People: the Citizen and the Constitution 

We the People: the Citizen and the 

Constitution is a text focusing on the 

meaning and value of the United States 

Constitution. Students engaging in the 

We the People curriculum

participate in a simulated congressional 

hearing in which they present 

information on a given unit from the 

text, establish viewpoints, and formulate 

supported opinions, and defend their 

positions to a panel of judges. 



iCivics is a web-based education 

project designed to teach students 
civics and inspire them to be active 

participants in our democracy. 

iCivics is the vision of Justice Sandra 

Day O'Connor, who is concerned that 

students are not getting the 

information and tools they need for 

civic participation, and that civic 

education teachers need better 

materials and support.

Annette Boyd Pitts and Margaret 

Fisher serve as state directors for 

iCivics in Florida and Washington.



Demonstrations

• Opinion Poll

• Video – Myths and 
Misperceptions

• Posters



_____1. Midori, a 15-year-old, cooked some macaroni with 

some girl friends.  She accidentally poured the 

boiling water onto the back of one of her friends.  

Her friend was hospitalized for over a month, had 

skin grafts, and will be permanently scarred.  

Midori’s parents are liable for these injuries. 

_____2. Bruce, who is 14 years old, is caught painting 

graffiti on a downtown store.  His parents should 

have to pay a fine of up to $2,500.

_____3. Bruce’s parents should also have to pay the 

owners of the downtown store the $3,000 it will 

take to clean and repaint the store.

Judges in the Classroom, www.courts.wa.gov/education

Should the Parents Be Responsible?

•
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Questions, Myths and 

Misperceptions

• Judges can do whatever they want in the courtroom. 

• Judges have too much power. They decide who gets 

arrested, what the person is charged with, and they set 

the punishment for the crimes that are committed. 

• Who do the courts work for? The police, the legislature, 

or the Governor?

• Who are judges responsible to? How are they held 

accountable?

• I hear that judges can change the law! Why can they do 

that?
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• Could You Pass the Test? 

Special Topics
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Federal Courts: Scott v Harris

Case study: is it 

reasonable? 
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State Courts Case Study





Characteristics of Judges
What characteristics are most important to you?

• Knowledge of the law 

• Impartial/Unbiased

• Fair

• Attentive

• Respectful/Understanding

• Honesty/Integrity

• Neutral

• Professional demeanor

What else would you add?



Circuit and County Court 

Judges Sample Ballot

Appellate Judges Merit 

Retention Sample Ballot

Appellate court judges are not running against 

an opponent. They are on the ballot to 

keep/retain  their positions after first full year 

on the bench and every six years thereafter. 
Each Justice should receive a vote of “yes” or “no”. 

Trial court judges run against  

candidates  in contested, nonpartisan 

elections.  Voting for one judge 

eliminates the other candidates.

Shall Justice Jamison M. Girard of the Supreme 
Court be retained in office?

Shall Justice R. Layne Smith of the Supreme 
Court be retained in office?

Shall Justice Nancy Mathis of the Supreme Court 
be retained in office?
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Accountability

• The judicial branch is different from the 
other branches. 

• Judicial decisions can be appealed to a 
higher court.

• Judges must follow a code of conduct. 

• U.S. Constitution, sentencing guidelines, 
court rules, etc.
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Code of Judicial Conduct
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Judicial Discipline
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What you can do…

1. Interact with the public including adults and students 
through courthouse tours and educational 
presentations.

2. Evaluate the courthouse and courtroom experience 
for the public; includes jurors and general public. 

3. Provide educational materials for jurors and the 
general public including students.

4. Evaluate the educational programs you have at the 
Court and your involvement.
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Benefits of Educating the 

Public

1. As knowledge increases, so too does public 

confidence in the courts.

2. Humanizes judicial branch; increases 

accessibility to the public. Judges are the 

most trusted messengers.

3. A more educated citizenry is a more 

educated jury pool and electorate. 

4. Clears up misconceptions and 

misperceptions about the judicial branch.
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Contacts

Washington:
Margaret Fisher
Margaret.fisher@courts.wa.gov
206.501.7963

National Center for State Courts
Lorri Montgomery
lmontgomery@ncsc.org
757.259.1525

Florida:
Annette Boyd Pitts
staff@flrea.org
850.322.8223

mailto:Margaret.fisher@courts.wa.gov
mailto:lmontgomery@ncsc.org
mailto:staff@flrea.org

